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		Description

I ask you/What is family?

AJ and Rainbow are about to find out when Rainbow Dash is adopted by Rose, Applejack's mother.


Special thanks to everyone who reads the "Believe" series and also to the no longer existing, Cubette, who wrote this series' original prequel, Give to Good Home.
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		Chapter One



I ask you/What is family?


A pair of earth ponies walked down the street, mother and daughter. The market was empty as the sun had barley began to rise and they were the only stall to set up this early.  The mare, a red pony with a braided orange and yellow mane and tan Stetson, turned to her daughter.
“Applejack,” she addressed her daughter, an orange filly with a yellow mane tied behind her head with a red ribbon, “I’m gonna set up for the day. You can go to Sugar Cube Corner if you like but be back before opening time. Ok?”
“Ok, Ma.” the tangerine filly agreed before running off to the cupcake shaped confectionary.

Rainbow Dash yawned as she stretched her legs. The sun was barely visible on the horizon and the marketplace was near empty with the exception of the Apples, just as it always was this time of day. This made it the perfect time to sneak out without getting noticed.
Rainbow silently slipped along the building to her right’s exterior wall to the concrete estuary where the sidewalk met the back alleyway. She took a quick spot-check before taking to the walkway. Though she was only five, she already knew how to take care of herself. She also already understood that if ponies found her, she would be taken back to the orphanage in Canterlot.
The orphanage-
‘No! Don’t think about it!’ RD screamed inwardly, trying to stop the memories from making their way to the front of her brain.
But it was too late; the memories of months gone by flooded her brain.

The orphanage. She HATED the orphanage. No, that’s not what she hated. It was just another brown stone building in Canterlot.
No, what she hated were the other ponies there, but even that was too broad. The caretakers were kind enough, if a little busy, as were the other ponies her age and younger. No, the ponies that caused her strife were the potential parents who came looking to adopt and the older orphans. She might have had a few friends but hey were few and in between, as they were only there for a month or two before getting adopted, making for very short-lived friendships. That was reason she hated the potential parents. It was nice to see her friends get permanent homes, but it still hurt that she probably would never see them again. More so though, it hurt that they never even looked at her. They all wanted unicorns and she was the only Pegasus in a unicorn dominated orphanage.
But even that wasn’t what hurt the most. No, it was that the older ponies took every opportunity to remind her of that and call her a no good feather-brained Pegasus.
’Stop it!’ Rainbow begged her mind.
This time, however, her plea was heard.

She had long since been able to forget the painful memories but every now and then they crept up on her. It was all in the past. ‘Better to live in the moment and prepare for the future than dwell on the past’ she always told herself. Besides, if she didn’t leave now, she might be seen coming out. So, after taking a moment to regain herself, she left to go on her daily ritual of scavenging for wild strawberries.

AJ looked on in utter disbelief. Across the street she saw a small pegasus filly, probably no older than herself, sneak out from behind a building. Her sky blue coat was grimy and her multi-colored mane was bedraggled. She looked as if a single gust of wind would blow her away in a heartbeat, never to be seen again and AJ had no doubt in her mind that she could carry her all the way back to the acres on her own. The earth filly considered her options. She could go back to the stall and forget all about the filly. It was prob- but no she would be lying to herself if she thought that. And AJ never lied. Ever. It was very obvious that little filly needed help. Maybe she could go and get her ma- but no, this filly was on the move. That left one option left: go and see this filly for herself.
AJ looked up again to see that the filly was already gone. She had to get up to pace with the filly before she lost her.

“Ahh!” screamed the voice of a filly about her age from behind.
Rainbow barely had enough time to turn her head when she was struck down to the sidewalk with an umph! by an orange filly’s body as she herself tumbled to the cemented walkway.
“Ugh” the cyan filly groaned as she rubbed her head.
“You ok, Sugar cube? Sorry ‘bout bumping into you.” The other filly asked as she helped Rainbow back up and looked back to see the rock she had just tripped over, “Some days it just feels like ponies put those out just for me to trip over.”
Rainbow nodded in agreement only to find herself feeling light headed. 
“It’s cool. I’m…” Rainbow started as she lowered her hoof to reveal a crimson red liquid, “…Oh horse apples.”
The world began to spin around her in a blur before she landed once again on the ground with a small thud and everything faded away to darkness.

“You ok, Sugar cube? Sorry ‘bout bumping into you.” AJ asked as she helped the small pegasus back up and looked back to see the rock she had just tripped over, “Some days it just feels like ponies put those out just for me to trip over.”
The messy pegasus nodded dizzily before continuing.
“It’s cool. I’m…” she started as she lowered her hoof to reveal a gash in her head and crimson red on her hoof.
AJ could have sworn she had heard her mutter something under her breath, but it probably didn’t matter. The little filly began to sway back and forth. AJ was scared. 
‘What should I do?’ she thought to herself.
The disheveled pegasus crumbled to the ground. She had to something, anything!
“He-he-hey there, Sugar cube,” AJ stuttered nervously, “Mind waking up for me?”
The filly didn’t wake up but rather opted to give a pained groan. She was still alive but AJ didn’t know for how much longer, especially in her condition. Every second count, she pulled the unconscious filly onto her back and ran as quickly and as carefully as possible to Ponyville Hospital. 


Deleted Scene: Fall Weather Friends (Part A)

"I can't believe you thought I tripped you with a rock!" Rainbow said with laugh, "Do you think I'm the pony whose been putting them out all these years!"
"Well, it was because of a rock that we met in the first place." AJ added with a giggle, "And 'sides, you're not one to talk! You thought I tripped you with a STUMP!"
The two mares proceeded to laugh as they reminisced about their childhood misadventures.

			Author's Notes: 
TADA! I HAVE FINALLY DONE SOMETHING! Set in the style of Sisters of Different Blood with deleted scenes this story is already taking me back to when I wrote that story. Enjoy!!!


	
		Chapter Two



Is it just the people your related too?/Or is it something else?


“Ma!” cheered AJ as she saw her mother run into the ER waiting room.
“Oh thank Celestia!” Rose dried, her tears moistening her cheeks, “When the messenger told me my daughter was at the hospital I ran here faster than a jackrabbit with coffee.”
“I’m fine, Ma” AJ assured her mother as she tried to escape the inevitable death hug.
“I can see that, but that leads me to my next question: Why’re you here, Sugar cube?” questioned the rose colored mare.
“Well it all started when I was heading back to the stall…” the orange filly started before relaying the events that led to her current situation to her ma.

Beep… Beep… Beep…
‘What is that sound’ Rainbow thought to herself.
She was surrounded by darkness and laying on something other than her old couch cushion. It was too warm and comfortable to be the lumpy discarded seating.
‘What happened? The last  thing I remember is…’ she asked herself before the memory of falling replayed in her mind, ‘Am I dead?’
She sure didn’t feel dead. In fact, she felt a sharp pain in her head, an unpleasant but efficient sign that she was still among the living. Maybe it was dark because she had her eyes closed or something to that extent.
‘Well, it’s worth a shot.’ she reasoned.
She slowly opened her eyelids to find her hypothesis was correct and she wasn’t six feet under. Her pain momentarily forgotten, she lifted her head to look around. Upon doing so she became very dizzy and her head promptly fell back on to the soft surface it had been on before.
“I see our little patient has woken up.” said a friendly voice.
Rainbow was still disoriented to see what the pony looked like but the voice appeared to belong to a stallion. 
“Took a tumble on the sidewalk this morning, I heard.” he reiterated, “I have two sons about you and your sister’s age. The same thing happened to my younger son, Caramel, last year.”
“Wait, did you say my sister?” Rainbow asked for clarification.
“Why yes, I did.” The doctor replied.
“Sorry sir but you must be mistaken. I don’t have a sister.” RD explained.
“Oh, I apologize. When she brought you in earlier today I presumed you were related.” The doctor apologized, “Well, either way, she and her mom are in the waiting room, well, waiting for the ok to take you home.”
‘Oh no.’ Rainbow cringed inwardly.


Deleted Scene: Apple Family Reunion

"Sorry I can't stay, AJ." Rainbow told her sister apologetically, "If it's any consolation, I'll be bored out of my mind at the weather meeting."
"I understand, Rainbow." the orange mare empathized with her sister, "'Cause, I know you love the family reunion and you wouldn't miss it less you had to."
Rainbow nodded in agreement.
"Say hi for me!" her cyan sister exclaimed before flying off to the weather center, leaving her namesake trail in the sky.
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