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		Message from Celestia



Message from Celestia

Greetings my little ponies I am Princess Celestia. I am sure you all know of me ruler of all Equestria and loved by all my pony subjects. 
I have decided that is time you learned a truth about me that I sure nopony, aside from my sister, knows. I speak of a stallion a pony who has remained a mystery even to me to this very day. His name is unknown he only goes by a title. That title is the Doctor.
I know the title means little to you for he would seem unimportant. I know I thought the same when I first met him as well. How very wrong I was. He became one of most important ponies in my life. If not for him I doubt I would be the ruler I am today.
What you will find as you read are my accounts of my adventures with this pony the Doctor. The lessons that I learned and how I came to respect even love him.
The hidden protector an unsung hero for ponies of the universe. His titles are many his duties to all pony kind outweigh even my own for the universe is under his watch.
Hard to believe that truth isn't it my little ponies. We are not the only life there is. There is a countless number of other forms of life and he watches over them all. We just live in a bubble in comparison.
Forgive me I have gotten off topic I was speaking about the Doctor my companion, my love. He was my teacher when I was a filly. He was my support when I banished my sister to the moon. He would be my consul for over 1000 yrs. Eventually I came to love him. Though he has yet to return the sentiment.
I am sure my little pony must be confused how is it that he was my teacher as a filly and yet a stallion I came to love and is still here after 1000 yrs. The truth is I do not know is true age, but I can tell you he has died many times in the service of our world's protection. But by a power beyond my understanding he does not stay dead. Like a phoenix he rises a new. The same yet different every time.
As you read of this tale he is on his last life. There are no more after this he has sacrificed his body too many times. Do not weep for him, though I find it hard not to, he will have earned his final rest.
There are so many reason why I want you my little pony to hear this tale. But the base reason is I do not want him to become forgotten. He saved us all so many times that no pony realizes we would not be here without him. His tale needs to be heard. He would not want it heard, but he is out traveling the universe in his blue box he doesn't need to know.
So listen well to my tale and come to understand him as I have. For we all owe much to the Doctor.
Sincerely,
Princess Celestia

			Author's Notes: 
Hey there TARDIS_Brony here. I hope you like my intro. I have decided to take on an crazy project. I am going to try and recreate the Doctor Who legend with him as a pony. I like reading the stories that have been posted, but they are all the same. With the Doctor fighting the Doctor's enemies. Though some have broke the mold in that aspect. Check out Loyal2Luna and H3ph3stus to see what I am talking about. But none have him already as a member of the pony universe. I am changing that it will be a huge undertaking for me. For I am going to start from Doctor number one and go all the way to eleven. May create my own twelve or if the BBC get that far use theirs. 
So I going to need help feel free to post comments to me. And since I am creating my own legend here I am going to need enemies for the Doctor. I will listen to suggestions and give credit to those who help. This will told from the point of view of the companion. I have other companions in mind after Celestia. So if you don't get yours right away you might get it in the other stories. I have enemies who will appear more than once are in the works and will be introduced in this story line. As well as some pony enemies we all know and love. So I look forward to hearing from you all thanks.
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Meeting and Escape

It was a beautiful day in Equestria the birds were singing and the bees were buzzing. Yes, it was a grand day indeed and where was I? With my flank in a chair inside a stuffy room as I barely listen to the teacher drone on about Math or Science. Staring out of a hole in the wall that somepony had the audacity call a window.
"Princess Celestia!" Called out the irate gruff voice of my scraggly bearded teacher snapping me out of my daydream.
"Yes, Starswirl." I answered sweetly in the hopes of getting myself free from trouble. Trying to look as innocent as possible as I was stared down by my grouchy, old, cloaked, bell covered teacher. Sad to say the act didn't work.
"This is a classroom," He answered in his gruff voice. "Not a time for day dreaming. You are suppose to be learning and taking it seriously." He huffed. As I had to hold back the retort, 'It is hard to take anything seriously when your teacher is a grown stallion wearing bells and a musty old hat.' But I held it back. I was quite proud of myself.
"Why can't you be like you little sister Princess Luna." He added as I looked over to the only other student in the class my sister. He had to bring her into this as she scribbled on her parchment. I hated it when Old Scraggy Beard made it out like she was the perfect filly. She was probably doodling.
Realizing she was being spoken about my sister looked up and met my glare. She smiled awkwardly and shyly looking away and tried to melt into the chair without much success.
Don't get me wrong I love my little sister. She is my only pony friend I have in this lonely castle of ours. She is just very shy, perhaps one day she will grow out of it and learn to stand for herself. Sure there are other ponies here, but most of them are staff and the others are the Nobles. I shudder the day I will have play nice and smile a fake smile as some pompous pony noble talk about themselves.
Thinking about that makes me think about my parents Lord Shadow and Lady Light. Those are not even their real names it is just what everypony calls them. They come and go to the castle as they please, I can't wait till my wing grow in more so I can do that, but they rarely stay long and go Goddess knows where. They and Scraggy Bead have been on edge lately like they are expecting something to happen and soon.
"Which one of you knows what happened here at the castle about twenty years ago?" Asked the teacher. Breaking me from my musings. Naturally I knew the answer. I was sure my sister did too. I prescribe to the theory that Old Scraggy Beard has limited amount questions he can ask us. Which why it is the same questions every single year since he started teaching us. He claims it is pony history. I think he just runs out of things to ask to make sure we are paying attention.
"We believe...it was a giant influx of magic gathered and explode. Master Starswirl" Answered my sister tentatively using the Royal way of speaking, Goddess knows why.
"Yes, Princess Luna very good." He said showering my sister with praise. "And do you know what that event caused, Princess Celestia?" He asked singling me out.
"You mean beside a huge hole in the wall." I answered jokingly. I am sure I heard my sister snicker at this. Unfortunately all I got from the grumpy old pony was a glare. I sighed as I answer. "The magical release caused the plants and animals to change and alter where no pony is needed to take care of them and the clouds to move on there own, " taking a small breath. "In short it lead to the creation of the Forever Free Forest. In which this castle boarders and has a backyard." Finishing my explanation with a sigh having given it many time before.
"Yes, you are correct Princess," he spoke acknowledging my answer. "It did lead to the forest in which this castle currently boarders. However, it is no longer the Forever Free the name has been changed." He added as I looked at him unaware of this new change.
"Why is that, Master Starswirl?" Asked my sister as I too wanted to know the answer.
"The reason is...," as he paused with a sad look in his eyes as if reflecting something terrible had happened. Making me think there is more to what happened that day than we know. "It is the 20 year anniversary of the event," continuing his explanation. " And the Lord and Lady wanted to change it. They decided to change the name to the Everfree Forest." He finished not really giving us a full answer to the question.
"So it is a celebration?" I asked trying to get more out of him. I was no foal I could feel there was more to it. Unfortunately he was a stubborn pony.
"That is right!" He exclaimed turning back around no longer facing us. "Now let us get back to the lesson." Trying to end the conversation right there, but I do not give in easily.
"But this is the lesson, so why are you not teaching?" I said in a huff. He continued to look away and write on the board using his magic. "Fine be way," I huffed more. "If not not going to teach us that could you actually teach something useful, like magic." By the speed he turned around to stare at me I knew I said something wrong.
"What makes you think magic is more useful than what I teach?" He asked with an accusing eye. "All lessons are important," he spoke continuing to stare at me. "I use to be like you. Thinking magic was more important than everything else. It took me meeting a wiser pony than myself to teach me the errors of my ways." He spoke from heart as the sad look came back. "I haven't seen my friend in a very long time." He changed his moods so quickly. I was no longer sure if he was the same grouchy teacher from before.
"I just want to know something about magic," I say looking down my fight having left me. "Your considered the best unicorn mage ever and we don't even a simple levitation spell." I speak a little frustrated feeling like a foal trying to keep myself from breaking down.
"You want to know more about magic," he looks at me I can't help but nod. I think my sister does as well as he glances in her direction. "Very well than I will teach you both and to start I will show you the greatest power in Equestria. We are going on a small field trip." He said with a smile as I was in shock about what happened as he lead us to the door.
I was excited. I didn't know where we going, but I didn't care. I was out of that stuffy room as I followed behind the teacher with my sister in tow. She did not appear as excited as I that we were now going somewhere different.
"Where do you think we are going?" I ask her with a feeling she would most likely not answer, but I just want to talk to somepony. I could barely contain myself. "Do you think we will leave the castle? Perhaps we will have to go into the Forever Free, I mean Everfree? Wouldn't that be fun? Dodging Manticores and Cockatrices. Maybe we will see a Phoenix. I always wanted one as a pet." I rambled until I noticed my sister looking more scared than excited at my imagination.
"Or maybe we will be going to a nice tranquil waterfall," changing my approach to ease her panic. "Perhaps we will see Cerberus on the way," this brought a smile to her face. Cerberus was such a good dog. To bad he was so large he had to stay out of the castle or else risking stepping on somepony. All three of his heads were so loving. He could get me covered in drool after one his tongue baths that I would need one after. He also served as the rear guard of castle against all the creatures of the Forever Free, I mean Everfree, not even the Hydra would take him on.
As my excitement began to wined down I noticed we were not headed out of the castle, but further down into it. My thoughts began to wonder what is the greatest power in Equestria? My first thoughts was of my parents, they raise and lower the Sun and Moon after all. However, they are not in the castle at the moment and I doubt they are hidden in the basement. I tried to think of any other power greater known to ponykind, but was unable. There are many magical items that I know of, but none the reach the power of my parents. It looks like I do not have to think much longer because we arrived at a large sealed door.
"Behind these doors lies the greatest power in Equestria," spoke my bearded teacher. His horn lighting up his magic dancing over the door making the symbols on it glow as it opened to his magic. "This door is sealed to all, but myself and the Lord and Lady," he said taking a breath as I was giddy and excited for more, "Behold the Elements of Harmony."
The room was lite with magic letting out a bright glow that shined for a moment and then dimmed as I looked at excitement for this great power. My excitement was quickly smashed when all I saw were five rocks on a pedestal that looked like they were circling each other.
"Is this them?" I asked showing my clear disappointment.
"Yes," he answered as I wanted to scream in frustration at him tricking us. "However, they are in hibernation." He spoke swiftly replacing my anger with questions.
"What do you mean, Master Starswirl?" Asked my sister beating me to the question I wanted to ask.
"I mean as of right now no pony can use them," as I thought they can't be used what good are they. "The reason is that one element is missing there is suppose to be six elements not five."
"Then why has no pony gone out to find the last one?" I ask wanting an answer for why if they are so important no pony has tried to locate the last one.
"Because the last one cannot be found. It must be made," I blink and stare at him in confusion. "The final element will only come to the pony who needs it, when they need it most. For the bonds of friendship will aid them in chasing away the darkness," giving a small pause. "At least that what a voice said when the elements came into existence 20 years ago," he finished shocking me and my sister.
"That is when the Fore.. I mean Everfree Forest came into being," I remarked and he just nodded. "Was the making of the elements what caused the influx?" I asked carefully not wanting to anger him.
"No," he answered, "Something else caused the influx, but the element were created as a response to the threat." He looked at me and spoke once more predicting my next question of what caused the influx. "Hope sake of everypony you never find out." My questions stopped there terrified of whatever he was speaking of my sister shuddering to his warning.
"Enough about the past," changing subjects. "I brought you here to learn about the elements. My mind to focused on what he said before to pay attention still somewhat scared.
"Whirl," I looked up and looked around. What was the noise? Was I so scared that imagining noises? That is what I thought until I heard it again. "Whirl," I know I heard it now. What was it? I have never heard a noise like it before and in my scared state it only made it that much worse. "Whirl," It sounded like a pony that was wheezing while writing a chalkboard. I was scared so I did the only thing I could think of, I called out to my teacher.
"Master Starswirl," I called out in a panic. Whatever he was talking about he stopped mid sentence and stared back at me mouth hanging open, any other time I might of laughed, in shock I used his named.
"What is it Celestia?" Regaining his composer.
"I do not think we are alone here," my ears straining to hear the noise again, but it has seemed to disappeared. "I kept hearing a noise. I don't know what it was? I think some other pony is here," voicing my concerns to my teacher.
"No pony else is here Celestia," trying to calm me. "As I told you before only I and your parents have access here. It would be impossible for any other pony to be here."
"Impossible you say," said a mysterious voice from the dark. My teacher moving faster than I ever seen before. Huddling my sister and I together, both of us scared, his horn a light with magic ready to protect us. "The impossible is what you once accused me of doing everyday," said the voice as an elder grey stallion with a white mane stepped out of the darkness. "Is that right Starswirl," he finished with grin of accomplishment at surprising our teacher.
"D-D-Doctor?" stammered my teacher as he dropped his magic and stared in shock at the stallion he seemed to know. I came out from behind our teacher to get a better look. His white mane looked combed back as he worn some sort of black jacket as he stood proudly in front of us. That grin still on his face it was mischievous and child like despite his age.
"Of course it is me," he answered as if it was the most obvious thing. "Why were you expecting somepony else?" Throwing my teacher off guard still smirking at him.
"Well no," said my teacher trying to save himself. "I wasn't expecting anypony to appear we were suppose to be alone." He answered motioning to us who stood partially behind him.
"I am disappointed in you Starswirl. Have I taught you nothing my boy," this pony taught my teacher I was in shock, he already looked old, just how old was he? "When you think your alone is the perfect time for an enemy to strike," the elder stallion continued to treat my teacher like a colt. "Especially when you have the two heirs of Equestria under your protection," he finished in an all knowing conceded voice.
"I know," spoke our teacher looking down as if this stallion's view of him mattered. "I am sorry Doctor," he sad as I felt bad for him, even though he has done the same to me before.
"It is quite alright my boy," responded the Doctor his voice now caring and understanding. "No harm done, but I hope you learned a lesson from this. One can never be too careful," smiled the Doctor. Trotting to my teacher putting a hoof on his shoulder and pulled him into a hug. "I missed you Starswirl," my teacher returned the hug.
"I missed you too Doctor," said my teacher as I got a closer look at this Doctor and saw his cutie mark for the first time it was of an Hourglass. The two of them backed out of their embrace the Doctor looked closer at my teacher I thought I heard a snicker.
"What is that ghastly thing on your face," laughed the Doctor. "Is that a beard? How long have I been gone? When I last saw it was just a stubble." He laughed at my teacher's discomfort as I hid my snickers and joined him.
"Yes it is a beard Doctor," he signed. "I think it grew in nicely and it goes with my title, Starswirl the Bearded." He responded proudly, however it only earned a laugh from the Doctor.
"Is that so perhaps I should be called Doctor the White," he responded touching his mane. "Actually that is not a bad title," clearly thinking on it. "Makes me sound like a mage despite the lack of a horn."
"Perhaps Doctor," laughed my teacher. "You will have to take it up with Lord Shadow and Lady Light if you want the title," he spoke speaking about my parents.
"Who," asked the Doctor staring at my teacher who looked over at us. "Ah yes, them I am not familiar with their titles. I would much rather use their names. I looked at this new stallion with wonder he actually knew my parents and he knew their names. That made me excited and it allowed me to speak.
"You know my parents names?" I ask with bright eyed curiosity wanting to know them.
"Of course I do," he looked back at me as he answered. "Don't you?" I shook my head. "What is this Starswirl? The poor filly doesn't know her own parents names. Why is that?" Directing his question to my teacher.
"I am not sure Doctor," he answered. "I am sure that the Lord and Lady have their reasons." The Doctor seem to think on this.
"I will respect their wishes for now, but this is not the end of it," the Doctor responded as he saw my disappointment. "Don't worry little filly I will sort this out," he smiled at me.
"I have a name," I pouted still upset about the secret of my parents names.
"Of course you do," he shot back as he looked my over. "Lets see, young white filly with wings and a horn and sky blue mane. Ah I know who you are Celestia." He grinned as he correctly told me my name as he turned and looked over my sister. "Dark purple with some black and midnight blue mane. Luna the youngest of the family," he smiled at her.
"How do you know who we are?," asked my sister as she eyed the elder stallion with caution.
"That is a simple answer," he smiled. "I was there when you were born," my sister staring back at him as I matched her shock. "Oh yes met you when you were just born. Your parents felt I was important enough to make your Godfather and Celestia too," he spoke with a smile. "You can call me Doctor or perhaps Grandfather. Yes I like that much better than Godfather anyway."
"Grandfather," my sister teared up as she stared at the old stallion with the childish grin. She shot forward and hugged his legs balling her eyes out. "Sister," she spoke to me. "Isn't this wonderful we have family outside our parents," she cried into his coat. As he stroked her mane trying to calm her.
"If you are so important then why haven't you been here?" I ask angry at this bit of news. We had somepony else we could of turned too when we needed, but was not here.
"Ah yes that," the Doctor spoke now turning sadly to me. "I have been traveling to ensure the safety of you and your parents and Equestria." Turning now to my teacher, "I am afraid I come bearing bad news. There is nothing that can be done to prevent it he is returning." My teacher stood open mouthed.
"No it can't be true," as I listened unsure what he was denying. "He was banished and now your saying he is to return." Looking at the Doctor as if expecting a change of answer.
"I am afraid so," was the Doctor's response. "If the nature of the spell described to me by you is true. The banishment was never meant to be forever. It is because he is so powerful that he is able to return so soon." Looking at my teacher with a small smile. "By the way you never did tell me how you managed to summon up such a powerful spell."
"Everypony is entitled to his secrets Doctor," my teacher smiled back. "But I will tell you I had help from a very good friend," trying to bring joy to the conversation.
"Who is returning?" I asked unable to stop my curiosity. They both looked at me then each other, my teacher shook his head no while the Doctor thought on it. As I believed they would keep the truth from us.
"If you won't tell them I will Starswirl," answered the Doctor as I looked back at him unbelieving. "They will find out soon enough anyway," looking at both me and my sister. "The he who we speak of is no pony. He is a creature of Chaos and is warped just as much," he spoke sternly and directly us making every word of his important. "It was his doing that created the forest that is outside the castle," I held my breath at this trying to swallow my fear wanting to know the rest. "It is he who the Elements of Harmony were created to fight. His name is Discord," he spoke the name with such distaste and anger. I knew he was not a creature I wanted to meet.
I sat there as I took in all this new information. Everything was coming together all those secrets and the preparing. It was all because of this monster that was due to come into this world. It was a threat to everypony and it could come at anytime.
"Then we should fight it," I responded as I saw my teacher's shocked face. "It is a threat to everypony if we don't stop it who will," I saw the Doctor look of approval.
"I agree with the filly," responded the Doctor. "She has spunk, but she is right we should fight running away will solve nothing," he grinned looking to my teacher.
"But we can't fight him," spoke my teacher bringing me down. "We are not ready we lack the ability fight him. We need more time."
"Time is not something we have Starswirl," spoke the Doctor in loud voice. "We have the Elements. We must use them to stop this evil before it takes over Equestria."
"The Elements are incomplete," spoke my teacher sadly. "They are useless. The Lord and Lady are unable to wield them. They had hoped in time their children could do what they could not."
I stood there in shock unable to respond. I know I just said I would fight, but me and my sister were expect to wield unknown magic and hope defeat some great evil. My parents expected so much from me. I was not fully sure I could do it. And my poor sister she was shaking in fear at the very idea of even meeting this monster.
"Are they insane Starswirl," voiced the Doctor in anger. "They want to fillies who never even used magic to wield the greatest power in Equestria."
"They were hoping for more time Doctor," pleaded my teacher. "They had hoped they would be much older when the time came to fight." I was scared what could I do against something so strong.
"Enough," grunted the Doctor. "I will hear no more excuses. Where are they? I will get my answers strait from the source," he spoke sure of what needed to be done. "Tell me where they are Starswirl," he questioned my teacher staring him down. "I will search every corner of Equestria if I have to."
"There will be no need to do that Doctor," spoke a soothing voice as my mother appearing in a flash of light.
"We are here," spoke the gruff voice of my father as he formed out of the shadows from the wall.
My mother and father were here. It felt like it has been months since I last seen them. They looked as powerful and regal as always. My mother flew down gracefully landing close to us. Her mane and tail shined like the Sun she controlled. They was orange and gold and and flowed so smoothly. Her coat was the light soft blue I nuzzled against as a younger foal. Her cutie mark was that of a rising sun.
My father trotted towards us stepping free from the shadows he was part of. His mane and tail glowed silver like the moon that rose in the sky at night. His coat as dark and black as the shadows he ruled over. His cutie mark that of a half of a silver moon with some stars on his flank.
"Very good your both here," the Doctor looks them over hardly fazed. "So which one of you wants to be the focus of my disappointment," he talks down to them like foals despite them being royalty. As I find myself wonder just who is this Doctor and how he can carry so much authority.
"Go to your mother," spoke my father as he stood before the Doctor to take the his attention. We quickly went to our mother as we watched in amazement as this normal old earth pony stood to before an Alicorn unfazed.
"Protecting those you care about," watching as we stay with our mother. "Very good I am glad something I taught you got through," he spoke superiorly to my father. "Unlike everything else is seems. How often have I told that the innocent should never be involved. Yet here you are wanting your fillies to fight against Discord."
"We didn't want them to Doctor," shot back my father. "We couldn't wield the only power strong enough to fight him. We had hoped they would have time and be ready when he came," my father reasoned.
"Well your time is up," the Doctor continued. "I am sure you both can feel as he rips his way back into this world," I look around seeing the sad looks on my parents confirming this fact. The thoughts going through my head what are we going to do? Is there anything we can do? "So what is your plan now?" He asks my father looking directly at him.
"We were hoping that you would take them with you," my father's words clearly shocking the Doctor.
"What are you mad?" Responded the Doctor. "You know I have little control over where I go. What if the place I go is even more dangerous than here? You foal, do you have any idea what your asking?"
"Yes I do Doctor," spoke my father sure of himself. "I have searched the night sky and found a place where they will be safe to learn. We have created a beacon that aid your vessel in getting to it," as mother made a small flashing crystal appear showing it to the Doctor.
"Learn," spoke the Doctor checking out the beacon. "You make it sound like I am going to be the sole pony caring for them. Even if I agree with this foalish plan I can't do it alone," he speaks looking at my teacher. "Starswirl come with me. You know them far better than I do and I will need you when it comes to teaching them magic."
"I am sorry Doctor," answered my teacher. "But I will be needed here to watch over the Elements also I have a family now. I cannot abandon them," he responded sadly looking away from the Doctor.
"I understand Starswirl," responds the Doctor. "Family is important. As for you," staring back at my father. "I am afraid I am going to have to refuse your request. Your fillies would be much safer here with you than they would ever be with me. But, I will not abandon you in your time of need," taking his stand on the issue. "With my aid we will be able to ward off this evil. We will make the Elements work and use them against Discord," the Doctor spoke so assuredly that I started to believe him. "Together we will succeed and make this land safe for all the ponies who live in it," he smiled as finished his inspiring speech.
"Your wrong Doctor," spoke my father sadly as the Doctor looked back at him in shock. "Even together with your help things would only be delayed. Discord will still win," retorted my father to the Doctor speech. "He is Chaos given form. He is ... I don't think we can fight him," my father looking away unable to meet the Doctor in the eyes anymore. Wondering why my father gave pause. looking at my mother only to see tears rolling down her eyes.
"So the truth comes out," accused the Doctor. "It is more than you just can't fight him. You refuse to fight. Just because of the past," the Doctor glared at both of of my parents. "No wonder the Elements do not work for you. You want to change things back to how it was before. However, you cannot and you realize that. So you want you fillies to fight for you," my parents looking away confirming his theory. "I am disappointed in both of you. Perhaps I should tell your fillies why your so reluctant to fight," threatened the Doctor.
"Please don't Doctor," pleaded my mother stepping forward away from my sister and I. "If they knew the truth they would most likely not fight as well."
"You should give them the choice then," spoke the Doctor harshly. "Instead you keep the truth from them and teach them to fight your battles for you. But I will respect your wishes and say nothing," unhappily agreed the Doctor to their request.
"Thank you Doctor," said my mother as he just grumbled. "There is another reason we want them to go with you," she paused as she collected herself. "They will not be safe here with us. We have planned to give Celestia and Luna our powers and abilities."
"What," yelled the Doctor as he spun around quickly facing my mother. "You both truly are foals," he said harshly. "Giving that type of power to untrained fillies. Making yourselves almost completely helpless. Not to mention the sacrifice ... Oh no," as he face changed from anger to sadness. "Please tell me your not thinking about seriously thinking about this."
"We do not have a choice Doctor," my mother sadly smiled. "Discord must never know about the worlds beyond this one. We will seal him on this world alone so no others will be threatened by him. So please take our fillies with you. We trust you Doctor," spoke my mother making her final plea.
"There is no changing your minds," he looked over to my parents judging them as they shook their head. "Very well, but I do it for them not you," he said looking at us once more. "Well you two say your goodbyes," then to my parents. "Bring them to the ship when everything is ready," he spoke trotting off into the dark and out of sight.
Everything was happening so quickly. My mind a whirlwind of emotions I was confused, frightened, and somewhat angry. I felt like a cloud being guided by a pegasus. No real choice where I was going just along for the trip. I wish I was back in that stuffy old classroom again sitting at my desk as my teacher taught. I wish I never came down here. Maybe then nothing would of changed and it would of been like every other day. I wish a lot of things, but it changes little I was going to have to say good bye to my parents and my teacher. Looking over to my sister as I wonder if her thoughts are similar to my own. I can clearly see her tears as she cries holding our mother as father strokes her mane. She usually more open about her emotions than myself.
"Do we really have to go," I say tearing up unable to hold back anymore as I nuzzle my fathers black coat. He only nods as he strokes my mane and I try not to break down.
"You need to be strong Celestia," he speaks to me. "For both yourself and your little sister and watch over the Doctor too," I look up to see a small smile. "He may look old, but he can get himself in a lot of trouble if left on his own. He is a harsh teacher, but he cares even if he is a bit rough around the edges. He will take care of you," he smiles assuring me that I will be safe after I leave.
"Princess Celestia and Luna," spoke my teacher. "It has been an honor teaching both of you. I am sorry that I hid so much from you. I hope I am forgiven," he asks as my sister goes and hugs him and I just nod. "Part of me wishes to go on adventures again, but I cannot. I promise my family and I will keep the Elements safe from Discord until your return to Equestria. I hope you have safe travels," he bows to us then steps away.
"My darling little fillies," spoke my tearing mother. "I wish we had more time. You are so young to do what we ask of you. I wish I could of watched you grow up," she says sadly crying against our father. "I love you both so very much and know you will make us proud. Watch out for each other please," she asked sadly as we nodded.
They lead us deeper into the room leaving our teacher behind. I did not want to go, but I was curious what was this ship that they spoke of. They and the Doctor mentioned it a few times. I have heard of sailing ships that go across the water, but there is no water here. Also of ones the flew in the sky attached to balloons, but this room has no sky. This ship must be small if the Doctor got it in this room at all. Remembering that we are far below ground and also the magical barrier around the place. How did the Doctor get a ship in here at all?
Then I saw a light as we moved closer. It looked sort of like a lamp as it shined brightly. It was what was under it that got my attention. It was a blue box and was made of wood. Was this some sort of illusion? I explored around it and even knock on it with my hoof. It was a blue box and it was made of wood. I looked it over more questioning what I saw it looked large enough for a single pony. As I looked over to my sister who has now joined me in checking out this odd box.
"Sister," she said. "We believe we have found the doors." Moving over to where she was and looked ourselves. She was correct I saw the double doors with dark tinted windows. "What is it?" She asked me like I knew the answer.
"That my dear filly is the TARDIS," spoke the Doctor surprising the both of us. "It stands for Time and Relative Dimension In Space," he continued as he walked out of the dark and to us and to it. "In short it is a time machine," he smiled to use opening the door and motioning us to go as he vanished inside. My sister and I looked at each other then our parents our mother motioning to go in. Everypony must be crazy I thought, but went in my sister following behind.
My mouth hung open at what I saw. It was huge inside how was it possible? My eyes stared open in wonder there were lights blinking and metal objects making funny noises. In the center was this round large metal thing that blinked and flashed with colored pieces all over. Inside that this was a clear object was it glass? It was a cylinder from what I could tell.
"How do you like my TARDIS," spoke the Doctor as he gave that youthful grin of his at our shock. "Your parents had a similar reaction the first time too. Isn't that right?" Looking behind us noticing our parents had followed us in.
"Yes Doctor it is true," spoke my father. "We came to give you the beacon Doctor," he spoke as the glowing ball was given to the Doctor.
"I wish I could change your mind," spoke the Doctor sadly. "You know once you give them your abilities you won't be able the truth from them."
"We know Doctor," calmly spoke my mother as she stood sadly. "Celestia please come forth," as I listen a stood before her. "It is with all the love and care in Equestria I give you my power over the Sun. May you always shine brightly,"she spoke touching her horn to mine. The magic that touched me was light at first, but the grew greatly as it flowed through my body. Magic I never knew crammed itself into my mind. The warmth of the day's embrace took me over. The power flowed through my small body as I saw the glow and felt my cutie mark of the Sun appear. My mane change as colors pink and green was added to it. I could feel the magic around me as I felt how truly close Discord was it made me shudder. The change was over me was immense it was as if I was a completely different pony. I looked over at my mother a change came over her as well. Her mane was no longer the bright colors I knew, but had turned a dull yellow blond. She looked as if she had age several years in mere moments.
"Luna come forth," spoke my father. My transformation still running through my body, but now it looked that it was sister's turn. "It is with a heavy heart I place this burden on you," he stated sadly. "I place my power oven the Moon into your care. May you glow brightly in the night," he spoke as he touched his horn with my sister's. Her body changed as my father's magic transfered to her. I watched as the night sky seemed to appear in her mane. I noticed as her cutie mark appeared and it took shape of a crescent moon. She looked overwhelmed by the experience much like I was. I glanced over to my father he had changed as well. Gone was his shiny mane now it was grey and dull much like the Doctors mane.
"Now that the transfer has been made we must go," spoke my mother sadly. "We are sorry that things turned out this way. But know we both love you very much and know you will grow up to be beautiful mares. Good bye my little fillies," my mother cried as she left through the doors.
"Doctor," spoke my father. "Take good care of them. Close the doors after I leave. For they will soon realize what we done," then looks at us. "Safe travels my daughters. May you be greater rulers of Equestria then we ever were," leaving us the doors closing behind him.
My mind was in shock still processing what had happened. Looking to the Doctor for some clue as to what they were talking about. He said nothing as he continue to work on the beacon doing so many things I do not understand. Then it flashed through my mind so swiftly that I hardly noticed it till I started to cry. I look back at the door willing them to open. I no longer wanted this power the cost was to great. I noticed my sister crying as well she knew the truth as well. I looked over to the Doctor pleading with my eyes to open the door.
"I am sorry Celestia," he spoke sadly. "They made their choice nothing can be done. You can't give it back," continuing to work as more lights lit up and the glass tube in the middle moving up and down.
I cried with my sister. Holding each other trying to cope with the fact that we would never see our parents again.
"Is there anything we can do Doctor?" I ask desperately wanting an answer to my sorrow.
"Yes there is," he spoke directly to us standing tall making sure he is heard. "You can take the gifts your parents gave you and learn how to use them. Master them and use them wisely. Then when you are ready we will return to Equestria to fight off the evil. Only by defeating this evil together will	you fulfill your parent wishes. That is what you can do," he told us to inspire us to learn and work hard. "Tell me are you ready," he asked us both. "To do what it takes . To learn what you must. To fulfill your parents hopes and dreams," looking at my sister as we nodded.
"We are ready Doctor," responded both of us.
"Very well then off we go," he spoke doing a collection of things as the glass tube moved up and down more.
"Whirl," it was the noise from before. The noise that changed my life. I do not understand fully what is going on or how all of this works. But I do know that we are leaving and we will return. When we return I will be ready to fight for my Equestria and all the little ponies who live in it.
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A Whole New World

I am traveling in a ship that looks like a wooden blue box on the outside, but inside it is so different. I find myself wondering if it is an illusion. Some sort of complex dream cooked up by my father to teach me a lesson or a joke that went to far. I do not have to go far to realize the truth. I only have to look at myself to realize that this is all very real. 
My mane is the first clue it has grown longer it now blocks vision in one of my eyes. It's bright colors mocking me. It feels warm I find no tangles as my hoof glides through it with ease. It is like giving the morning air a physical form and placing it on my head.
The second clue is my cutie mark. The dazzling sun upon my flank. It shimmers and shines as if giving off it own light. It seems to dance as I stare at it in wonder. I touch my cutie mark curious if it warm like my hair. My hoof covers my mark and I feel as if I just snuffed out the sun itself. I quickly remove my hoof so my mark glimmers once more. I shiver and promise never to do that again.
The third clue is not physical, but mental. I knew far much more than I did before. I knew spells I never heard of. I knew how to raise the Sun despite never having done so before. Magic was tingling throughout my body begging to be cast. However, I had no clue how to wield such power that was given to me. I also knew something I wish I didn't. I knew the truth about my parents and the cost for giving this power to me. I felt so many emotions anger, frustration, and sadness. All of it pouring through head threatening tears to my eyes. I then remember the promise I made to the Doctor and myself. To grow strong and master my abilities to make my parents proud. I swallow my doubts and stand strong, it is all I can do for now.
My surroundings are my final dose of reality. Everything inside this ship, the TARDIS I believe the Doctor called it, I have never seen anything like it. Metal was everywhere forged into different shapes I have never seen. Most of the metal was covered in lights that flashed and glowed in ways I never seen any spell do. The sounds that were made matched no animal I knew of or any other sound I knew of. All of it is overwhelming there is no way it should be real, yet it is. I could never imagine anything like this. Until those doors open once more and I find out I am wrong I have decided this is all real.
I look over to my sister. She has done something different to cope than I. She has latched onto the only other pony available aside from myself, the Doctor. She has deemed him her lifeline to what she has lost and affectionately calls him Grandfather. The Doctor takes great joy in being considered part of her family, I can seem him grinning from where I stand. I believe my sister has some sort of spell she casts on elder stallions to win them over. She did the same to Scraggy Beard when she first met him.
"Come over here Celestia," motioned the Doctor with his hoof. "Your delightful sister or should I say Granddaughter asked me a marvelous question. And I believe you should be included in the conversation." He motioned for me to come closer so I could listen in. "Before we begin do you wish to be called Granddaughter as well?" He offered to me with a kind gesture.
"No thank you Doctor," rejecting his offer. "Celestia is just fine," not really feeling comfortable with this strange stallion calling me Granddaughter.
"Very well, Celestia it is," he spoke rather sharply looking a bit sad. "Now Luna could you ask your question again so your sister knows," he asked her kindly, but still a bit bitter towards me.
"Ok Grandfather," she spoke sweetly to him. "I asked where are we going and how are we getting there," retelling her question and I wondered that myself.
"I do not know where we are going," he answering part of her question. I stare at him in shock how could he not know where we are going. This is his ship and my parents gave him the beacon he should have some idea. We are suppose to trust him with our care. "But that does not mean we will not get there," he spoke again noticing my doubt. "Your parents gave me a beacon with all the information for my TARDIS to find a safe planet. However, their beacon is a magical spell which makes things difficult for the TARDIS, but not impossible."
"What do you mean Grandfather?," asked my sister interrupting him.
"I mean mixing technology and magic is difficult," responded the Doctor to her. "If it wasn't for the advances I made with Starswirl. I would not even be able to use the beacon."
"Why is it so difficult?" I find myself asking the Doctor. We used technology and magic together all the time in Equestria. Everything used magic in some way.
"You misunderstand Celestia," he spoke shaking his head. "The TARDIS does not use magic. It is powered by by a completely different force outside of magic." The concept of no magic was unheard of to me. Wondering how all of this even working if no magic was involved. "I bet your wondering how all this works without magic," he spoke as if reading my mind. "Do not worry about it. I know how it works and that is all you need to know." Ending any other questions I might have right there. 
"Magic and the TARDIS work under two different principles," continuing with his explanation. "Each follow their own set of rules getting the two to work together is hard. Fortunately am I not easily deterred when it comes adversity. Thanks to my brilliance and Starswirl's aid I was able to make the two work together," he spoke smiling to himself.
"How was that Grandfather?," asked my curious sister. 
"By realizing energy is energy," he spoke excitedly to her. "Though different in nature magic is basically a type of energy. All I had to do adjust the TARDIS and install a device and I am able convert a location spell into readable data for the TARDIS. I am able to do other things with magic, but that is unimportant at the moment." He spoke clearly excited about his advances to his ship. 
"Normally it would take the TARDIS mere moment to rematerialize at a new time and place, but the beacon is slowing us down. The reason is that the TARDIS needs not only to lock on a location, but a time as well." We both looked at him confused. He sighed as he continued. "Your father when he found a planet it was light years away."
"What is a light year?," I asked the Doctor his explanation getting more confusing.
" A light year is how years it takes for light to reach a destination," he spoke hoping that his explanation would clear it up. It did not as the Doctor sighed. "Lets say a pegasus is flying above the ground," giving me an example. "And you counted the number of seconds it took for the pony to land. If you took that time and made it into years that would be a light year." I nodded understanding a little bit better. "Good now your father detected a planet that is about 100 light years away. That means for us we have to travel 100 years into the past to find the correct planet."
"Why can we not stay in our current time Grandfather?," asked Luna. I found it hard to believe we were traveling back in time.
"The reason my dear filly," responded the Doctor. "If we stayed in your current time there is a possibility that the planet would not exist. Or be more dangerous then was originally detected." Informing us of the hazards of time traveling.
The Doctor continued to talk about the TARDIS in detail to us. Explaining buttons, nobs, switches, and some other things as well. I learned much about the ship that I was currently inside. Since it seemed we would be in travel for a while I decided to explore the ship. Telling the Doctor and my sister goodbye, I was off to explore. But not without the Doctor telling me not to touch and mess with his instruments.
The TARDIS is huge on the inside. I have been trotting for a while and I fear a have not even seen half of it. I have come across many rooms some with beds, others with trinkets. The Doctor must be some sort of collector. He has enough stuff to make his own museum of the strange objects. He must taken one thing from everywhere he has traveled. The object I have seen, I can only guess what they do. I have never seen anything like them before. Some beeped, while others buzzed, most did nothing at all, but I did not touch them for fear of what they could do.
I have found the Doctor's wardrobe. I thought it would have nothing of interest, being a stallions closet, but I looked inside anyway. I love what I found, dresses so many lovely designs. Each one looked almost custom made. I searched for any dresses my size, but it appears only mare size was here. I brushed my hoof over them as I wondered if my mother wore any of them. I nuzzled a dress or two it made me feel close to her even if she did not wear it.
"Whirl," startled at the noise of the ship, I have not heard the noise while we traveled.
"Celestia," called out the Doctor. "We are landing. Please come back to the control room." His announcement echoing through the halls. I quickly hurried back wondering where my parent's magic had led us. I arrived to find the Doctor and my sister looking at a box shaped object.
"Ah Celestia you are here," commented the Doctor noticing my arrival. "You can join us as we look at the scanner," he spoke as the center of the lit up and showed an image. "What you are seeing is the outside of the TARDIS," he explained as the image moved.
"It is dark outside," spoke my excited sister. "That must mean it is night!," she said clapping her hooves together excitedly.
"I wouldn't be so sure," responded the Doctor. The image moving more as the dark turn to light showing the scene of a bright day.
"That can not be right Grandfather," said my disappointed sister. The image scrolled back as day turned back to night swiftly as before.
"Oh but it is my filly," he spoke stopping the scanner so both day and night are imaged together. "A planet where both night and day exist at the same time. How interesting," he exclaimed as he opened the doors. "We are not in any danger shall we be going." With that he left through the doors leaving us inside.
Here is the moment where I find out the truth. The moment I walk through those doors I will see if this was all dream. I hope my parents are on the other side of the doors. I do not want the responsibility that was thrust upon me. But if it turns out this is all real I will except it. I take a deep breath close my eyes and walk through the doors.
I open my eyes slowly hoping to see my mother's smiling face, but I do not. I am greeted with the scene that was on the scanner. A planet where day and night exist together. I look to my left and I see the night sky. The moon is huge it may even be larger than the planet we are on. I can even see the stars as the twinkle in the sky. I look to the right and see the opposite. I see a bright day with a blazing sun in the sky. It was warm with a blue sky and a nice breeze blowing.
The planet defied everything I knew about nature. There was a point where day and night met, it was a line. Both just stopped as if there was a barrier preventing the two from crossing. I stared at the line trying to understand what was happening. The light of the day should of kept on going, but it doesn't. I can see the shadow of a tree the goes into the night side. However, only the trunk of the tree shadow can I see the rest is covered in the night. I notice the TARDIS it is sitting on the line half in day, half in night. I realize that I came out on the day side of the TARDIS.
My sister soon come out she is on the left side the night side. I wonder if it has to do with our new powers the drew us to the correct side. My sister had her eyes closed as well and open them much like I had. Looks like she had the same hopes that I did, perhaps we are not so different. I watched as she took in her surroundings looking left then right with puzzlement.
"Sister," she called out to me. "How is this possible? It just stops," she states examining the line of day and night. "Is there a barrier? Can we cross it?," she asked scared as I had no answer.
"Of course you can cross it," spoke the Doctor with eyeglasses on. "Why did you think you could not cross?" He questioned as he lifted a rock with his hoof and check on it.
"The light just ends," I respond. "That is impossible. There must be a barrier preventing things from crossing."
"Impossible for you maybe," as he trotted to the line and passed onto the night side with ease. "But not for me," I could hear the happiness in his voice. I huffed at being treated like a foal. Taking a determined step I crossed over to the night side. It felt so different I could feel the cold air on my coat and smell the night air. I could see the light on the other side, but it was if on the other side of a window. 
"It is so strange sister," I heard my sister remark as I noticed her on the day side. "It is as if there are two places in one."
"More like two places on one planet my dear," spoke up the Doctor back on the day side of the planet.
"How is this possible?," I ask trying to wrap my head around the fact that this planet contained both night and day. Wandering back to the day side feeling more at ease on it than on the night side.
"We been here only a few minutes, fortunately that is all the time I needed to determine why it is like this," the Doctor answered with that all-knowing smirk. "Magical diffusion, from the moon no less," we both look at him the answer still not clear. "The moon is putting out a magical field," sighing as he continues his explanation. "The magical output is so strong that it actually as the ability to hold back light," he tells us. I am astonished as I look at the moon. I didn't think anything had the ability to hold back light.
"How do you know it is moon that is the cause Grandfather?," asked my sister to the Doctor.
"The rocks on the night side are saturated in magic," he replied. "The ground and rocks contain much more magic in then than they should. That means magic from an outside force is infusing them and the only object that can be is the moon," he pauses grinning at us both at this discovery. "However, the moon is not doing it on it's own. The very planet on which we stand is helping."
"What do you mean Doctor?," I look at the ground expecting to come to life.
"The internal magic of the planet has synced with that of the moon," he replied excitedly. "Under any other conditions this planet would have perished. Due to the large magic of the moon it has allowed this planet not only to survive, but thrive. It is all very exciting," the Doctor hummed happily.
"Is magic able to really do all of this?," I ask the Doctor overcome with the abilities of magic.
"Yes, yes it is and so much more," he replies to me with a serious look. "You and your sister will be learning about all of it soon enough. You both have a large burden to bear. I suggest you get some rest we have a lot of work ahead of us," he smiles softly as he turns back to his exploring.
I turn and face my sister and she nods to me agreeing with the Doctor. We both head back into the TARDIS feeling more at home in it than outside. I wander the halls to find a room to claim. I pick the first one with a bed I could find. My sister picks the next closest one. I offer for her to stay with me the bed is large enough for two. She declines, I guess she wants to be on her own.
I have so many questions, seems none will be answered today. I will get them answered though. I refuse to be strung around anymore, I need to make a stand. For myself and my little sister. She has clung onto the Doctor and I doubt she wants to break her bond. It will be up to me to question the strange stallion that is our protector, teacher, and the only family we have. I hope I am up to the task.
Tomorrow is a new day. I will be ready for it, I have to be. There are a lot of ponies counting on me and it all starts when I wake. The day I start my magic training.
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The Hazards of Magic Training

I awoke to find myself in a bed that is not my own. Looking around only to find the shiny walls of the TARDIS mocking me. The final bit of reality crashing around me, realizing all that had happen was no dream. Everything that has happened is real and it is about time I accept it. Part of me did not want to accept or even leave the bed, but that would achieve nothing. Reluctantly I got up and prepared for my day, somewhat groggy from troubled dreams.
I did not have the most restful sleep during the night. The things that had happen plagued my mind. Without my father to protect me in my dreams I was a victim of my own imagination. In the past when I had dreams that upset me my father would enter them and calm me. I enjoyed it, I found it to be one of the few times I could bond with him. He always seemed gentler in dreams than in reality. He found ways to make time for me in the dream world when travel took him away. Now I am on my own. I will have to face my dreams good or bad and solve them on my own.
I left the room focusing on what was promised for the day ahead. Today I start to learn about magic. The magic inside me dancing as if excited and ready to be put to use. However, I first must remember my promise to myself and get some answers from the Doctor. My sister and I might be young fillies, me of eight and her two years behind, but that does not mean we can be pushed around. Even if my sister will not join me I will make my stand until I get my answers.
I reach the main area of the TARDIS looking for the elder stallion. He is not there and the doors of the TARDIS are closed. I hear trotting and look over to see my sister arrive. She looked much like I did, I am guessing she had trouble sleeping as well.
"Oh good your both up," spoke the Doctor as walked into the ship from the doors. He was holding a bag in his mouth full of random things from outside. It contained things from what I believe was fruit to grass and leaves. "Since we will most likely be on this planet a while I decided to forage for food. I checked each of things myself to make sure they are safe to eat. So you have no reason to worry feel free to sample," he smiled placing the bag of food in front of us.
"Thank you Grandfather," spoke my hungry sister pulling out a fruit like item. Taking a bite finding she liked it than ate it with a smile. I too hungry found things I liked and ate my fill.
"Now that is out of way. Are you ready for magic training?," he asked us. My sister nodded, but I still had my questions to ask.
"Wait Doctor," I spoke making my stand. "I want answers first. I refuse to be treated like a foal anymore. I will not do anything until I get them," I demanded as I stood in my belief.
"You dare talk back to me, you dare question me," he spoke with authority as his eyes stared into mine. When I looked into those blue eyes the presence behind them was immense. I wanted to cower in fear, I wanted to look away, but I couldn't. The only question in my mind was who is this pony. It felt like a life time under that gaze, but it was only moments and he looked away and I was free. I gasped for air as I saw the look on his face change to that of a grin. "It is good to question things and not to do anything blindly. Consider that your first lesson," he smirked.
"Celestia you are right," serious again looking at me and my sister. "You both been asked to do much despite your young age. You both have earned the right to ask questions. I will answer one question from each of you and answer it to the best of my abilities. Sound fair," he looks at me as I can only nod still recovering from my experience. I motion for my sister to ask her question first.
"Why did our parents hide their names from us?," asked my sister wanting to know more about our family. "What are their names?," she added in tears, I wanted to know as well.
"That is a double question my dear," responded the Doctor. "However, since I believe that every filly should know their parent's name I will let it slide. Also it looks like Celestia wants to know as well," he smiles at me and I nod in agreement.
"Very well let us start with your initial question," the Doctor began looking a bit sad. "I suppose your parents hiding their names is somewhat my fault," he said surprising us both. "When they first started traveling with me they had no problem using their names. Everywhere we went they would introduce themselves to anypony we met. They were young and outgoing much like the two of you. It was happier times," he sighed looking lost in his memories. "However, all things come to an end. We met a being that could use one's name against them. The being was eventually defeated, but the scars remained. It was not long after they left and took rule of Equestria. They must of decided to hide their names so not to be vulnerable again," he spoke sadly looking down.
"I know you want to know more, but that would be going past our deal," he told us before either of us had the chance to ask. "Just know to use caution when giving your name out," giving us another lesson.
"Now for the other part of your request," I held a breath in wait at finding out my parents names. "You mother a lovely and kind mare, the Queen of Equestria, her name is Golden Dawn," an image of my radiant mother came to my mind as the Doctor spoke. "Your father a noble and proud stallion, the King of Equestria, his name is Obsidian Moon," the image of my strong father came as tears formed in my eyes. I finally knew their names I was so happy, yet sad that I would never see them again. I promised to myself not to forget their names and to keep them in my heart.
"I believe it is your turn to ask a question Celestia," wiping the tears away as I thought of my question. "Remember I will not be allowing a double question this time," he spoke with a smirk. Thinking about what to ask the Doctor as many different questions went through my head.
"Why did our parent's say they would be unable to fight Discord?," speaking the most important question in my mind, the reason why we are fighting in their place.
"I thought you might ask that," responded the Doctor sadly looking down. "Very well I will tell you, but don't think less of your parents for it," preparing us for his tail. "Discord was not always the monster he is now. There was a time he was much like everypony else. He was very close to your parents, in fact they loved him," I was in shock at this revelation, but continued to listen. "To them he was family they trusted him completely. It was him who had the castle built which stands at the edge of the Forever Free."
"It is the Everfree now Grandfather," spoke up my sister interrupting the Doctor.
"The Everfree, I see still clinging to what they lost, the foals," mumbled the Doctor. "As I was saying," he continued. "They trusted him, so much in fact he was giving something sacred to Equestria to watch over. It was powerful and magical and it drew out Discord's power hungry ambitions. What occurred next I was not present for, but Starswirl was and it was terrifying," giving pause making sure he had our attention. "Discord ripped the sacred object in half and took half for himself. He merged with the magic and it corrupted him. It twisted his body and mind stripping him of everything he once was and leaving a monster in his place." 
I shudder as I remember what our teacher told us about what happened to the Everfree so long ago. I now know the cause. "Despite all that had happened your parents still love Discord," spoke the Doctor as I cannot understand why. "That is why they could not fight him. They don't have the heart to," he spoke sadly and looked away.
My question had been answered, but I felt even more in the dark than before. I wanted to ask more, but knew the Doctor would not answer. We had made a deal so I would have to be satisfied, for now. Perhaps as we train the Doctor will reveal more to us.
"I hope you two are ready to train," spoke up the Doctor. "We begin as soon as you leave the TARDIS," with that he left leaving my sister and I with our thoughts. We looked at each other and nodded our heads. It was no time to dwell on what we learned for there was much more ahead of us. We both left the TARDIS together ready to face the day.
It is still unnerving to come out and see both night and day, but it is getting more familiar. I spot the Doctor not far away looking at a large boulder and smiling to himself.
"There you are good," he speaks looking at the two of us. "Now a bit of warning to both of you. Listen to my instructions and don't do anything reckless," he makes sure we understand. "I may not be a unicorn, but I do know about magic and from this point on I am your teacher," he smiles to us. "Tell me what has Starswirl taught you about magic so far?"
"Not much Grandfather," spoke up my sister. "He taught us that magic is a force of life in all ponies, but not much beyond that. He never taught us about how to harness or control it," she said meekly looking away.
"I should of forced Starswirl to come with me," remarked the Doctor as he sighed. "Very well looks like I have a lot to explain to you," he sighed again.
The Doctor explained much about magic and how it pertains to us and the land around us. He told us while all ponies have magic unicorns or Alicorns, such as us, can use it actively. In order for it to be used we need both focus and concentration. Without focus the spell could misfire and without concentration it could fall apart completely. He told us that magic was based off two categories internal and environmental. The internal was the magic inside us that we could use. While the environmental was in air, ground, and everything else. Casting magic is the convergence of the two. He did warn us not to over use our internal magic for it could lead to exhaustion or even death. However not using our internal would lead to magical bursts that could hurt ourselves or other ponies. The Doctor called it a double edged sword. He also warned not to rely on magic to much. He told us it was not absolute or all powerful there were ways to defeat magic, however he did not tell us how. 
"I trust what I told you was enlightening," bringing his explanation to a close. "However, there is no better way to learn than than experience," the Doctor smirked. "Which one of you wishes to be first?"
I bravely step forward ready to learn how to use my magic. "Celestia, very good make sure to follow my instructions," commented the Doctor on my volunteering. "Now inside you you feel a well of magical energy. You need to guide it through your body and to your horn," he spoke as I listened. Finding my magic and leading it through unseen pathways to my horn. "Make sure to watch Luna, your next," the Doctor told my sister as I went through my lesson. "Keep your eyes open watch the tip of your horn make it glow," the Doctor commanded. I did as he said as my horn began to shine a yellow light surrounding it.
"What is the color about Grandfather?,"asked my sister.
"You noticed it, good,"the Doctor replied. "That is the interaction of the two magics. Each pony who can use magic interacts with it differently and that difference is represented by color," he explained to us. "Separate magics can sync and become one much like this planet's magic has, but that a different lesson."
"Let us continue with yours," he spoke to me as my horn lite brightly with magic. "Project your magic at that boulder," pointing a hoof at the one he was examining from before. "Then surround it with your magic and try and lift it," I do as he instructs feeling the magic in the air around the boulder come under my control. I focus my magic on the boulder and try to lift it. I can feel my magic tighten around the boulder and then the boulder explodes. I stop casting at the unexpected event and look over to the Doctor.
"Well that was unexpected," he laughed. "I had picked that boulder hoping that wouldn't happen. Looks like you have more power than I thought. Fascinating results from your first try," he grinned at me. I couldn't believe I had that much power in me. I will have to learn how to control the amount of magic I use from now on.
Luna's turn is next, I watch her go under the same instruction as I. I watch as the magic builds up in her horn it is a dark blue color which surrounds it. I noticed as it looks as it seems she is struggling. "No, no this won't do," remarked the Doctor. "You should be as strong as your sister, but it looks like your magic is blocked. I wonder," as he takes a thoughtful pose. "Luna cross the line and go into the night side and try again."
"Yes Grandfather,"she spoke as she trotted over to the other side. She summoned up her magic she struggled less with it this time. The result was different, this time the boulder shattered under her magic.
"Impressive," remarked the Doctor. "Celestia could you cross over and join your sister and then use your magic? I want to test a theory," doing as he requested and joined my sister on the night side. I tried summoning up my magic and if felt sluggish. It was difficult much like walking around with your eyes closed through a swamp. My magic didn't follow where I lead it and it was slow as it moved through me. "You can stop," ordered the Doctor as I panted in exhaustion. "Interesting, yes very interesting. I now know why your parents picked this planet for you to train. It is so you can both train equally at the same time," he said proudly at his discovery.
I thought about it and realized he was right. It seemed our abilities were strongest during the time we were meant to rule, I day and my sister night. Which if this were a normal planet would mean the Doctor would have to divide his time between us. However, since both night and day exist at the same time he can now train us equally. Thinking further, I realized it also meant he could train us until we could overcome this problem and use magic no matter the time.
For three months we trained under the Doctor in that time, after much trial and error and many broken rocks, I managed to gain control over my magic. However, now I was bored and wanted to learn more. The Doctor keeps teaching the same thing over and over. At first I was alright with it, understanding the need for practice, but now I can lift just about any rock and move it about without any trouble. 
The lesson always started out the same we were made to meditate and focus our magic. The Doctor said we were tuning our magic when we did that. Making it respond quicker and with less effort, but also expanding our sense of the magic around us. I recall one day when I reached out with my magic it felt as if something was calling to me. The source was large and bright I wanted to follow it to connect with it. The Doctor stopped me though, apparently my eyes were glowing and horn was shifting colors. I told the Doctor what I felt and he warned me not to listen and ignore it. Apparently I had made a connection with the planet's sun. If I had answered it I could of destroyed the planet's ecosystem and most likely killed us as well. He also warned my sister that the moon may call to her as well and not to answer or the same fate may happen.
I have decided if the Doctor wishes to continue to treat me like a foal then I will just practice without him. I close my eyes and focus my mind. I know deep in my thoughts are many spells used by my mother, for when she gave me her power I received knowledge as well. I searched for the perfect spell something good, but not too large so the Doctor will not notice. The spell I find is called summoning fire. It is suppose to bring any source of flame to me and follow my will. With no fire near us this is the perfect spell to use.
Casting my spell I stretch out my magic. Feeling looking for a source of fire. I find one it is far away so I focus on it. It is exciting as I send my message for the fire to come to me. It feels like a small heart beat of light in the dark as it responds to my call. I send my message even stronger that the last. The fire responds pulsing faster. I can't help, but smile that I am advancing in my magic without the Doctor. I can feel the fire as it burns brighter, but then I notice it is getting closer. I start to panic realizing that this is no small flame it grows larger as it comes closer to me. I try to break my hold or send it back but the fire does not respond, it is almost on me now.
"Rwaaakkk," sounded out a terrible screech as I forced my eyes open. I watched as the Doctor and my sister looked towards the source of the sound. "Rwaaakkk," came the noise again as the source made itself know. It was a very large beast with wings of red and yellow. However it was not feathers I saw, but fire. The beast was living bird of flame that made the phoenixes of home seem tiny in comparison.
"It is a Firebird run!," yelled the Doctor as we all ran from the beast. "Quick get onto the night side of the planet, hopefully it will not follow," we followed his direction and hid behind a large boulder on the night side of the planet. We watched as the Firebird stopped at the line landing it's feet burning the ground.
"What is that Grandfather? Why did it stop?," asked my sister both scared and out of breath.
"It is a Firebird. A creature of pure fire and magic. It stopped because it has never seen night before. It doesn't know how to react to it," answered the Doctor. "Why is it here? It should be on far side of the planet near the sun?," he asked himself as he looked over at me. "What did you do Celestia?," he spoke accusing me.
"I didn't do anything," I lied and the Doctor easily saw through it. "I just wanted to do something different," I admitted no longer willing to lie. "I used a summon fire spell. I had no idea that I would bring a monster here," I spoke trying my best not to cry.
"Hopefully you have learned a lesson here," he said in his teaching voice. "That even small spells can bring great troubles when the pony casting is not fully aware of what they are doing," I nod my head sadly as I feel the Doctor pat my head. "Try not dwell on your mistakes Celestia, your going to make them, it is a part of life. Learn from them and try not to make them again," he spoke sagely to me as I can only nod.
"How do we get the monster to go away Grandfather?," asked my sister bringing reality back to us.
"Unfortunately the Firebird is now connected to your sister's magic, so it might not leave easily," he told us as I felt worried and scared. "I don't know what will happen if it crosses into the night side of the planet. One possibly is nothing and it will continue to chase Celestia no matter where she goes," I shudder at the idea of that possibility.
"The we need to keep it from crossing," I say bravely holding back my fear.
"Indeed and I think I know how, but you need to listen to me and focus," spoke the Doctor as I nodded. "Good now recast your summon fire spell," I do not question why as I start to cast. "It will be hard, but you can do it Celestia," he coached me as I struggled to use my magic. "Form the spell into a ball at the tip of your horn. When you built up enough release it and shoot the spell past the Firebird," I did as he ask building the spell up. I release it firing it like a shot as it went past the Firebird. It followed the spell taking off back to where it came.
"I did it Doctor," I said both happy and relieved. "I am sorry Doctor," remembering it was my fault in the first place.
"No harm done and hopefully you learned from this," he said in a forgiving tone. I nod my head in response. "Good it looks like I will have to excel both your training. I rather not have to go through that again," he smiled and winked at both of us.
A week has barely past since that event as I am awaken by something I never wanted to hear, my sister's panicked screams of fear. "Luna," I cry out rushing into her room. She is struggling in her bed her eyes closed trapped in a dream. I put my hooves on her and try shake her awake. "Luna please wake up, it is only a dream," I plead as I continue to shake her. I manage to free her from her frightful slumber as she looks at me with tears in her eyes.
"Celestia," she cried out as she held me tight. "It was so horrible. I never want to go through that again," she cried on me as the Doctor came running into her room.
"Luna are you alright," he spoke in concern for her. My sister yelped in fright as she looked at the Doctor hiding behind me in fear. I tried to make sense of her reaction. My sister loved the Doctor why would she fear him? I had no answer as I looked to the Doctor for an explanation. "I know what you saw was frightening Luna, but please don't fear me," the Doctor pleaded with my sister. My sister only nodded as she calmed down and came out of hiding. "I am afraid your sister has been doing some dream walking," he spoke to me. "Unfortunately for her it was my dreams she entered," ashamed of himself for resting.
"What did she see?," I asked not sure if I will be answered.
"A terrible memory, one of the many I often relive," responded the Doctor. "I am sorry for what you saw Luna, but it is only a memory and cannot hurt you," he said soothingly.
"It spoke to us," replied my shaking sister. "That black winged evil pony, it spoke to us," she cried.
"It spoke to you," responded the Doctor shocked as my sister nodded and whimpered. "What did it say?," he asked hoping she reply.
"It called us it's dark daughter," she cried. "Told us we would take it's place and bring night eternal," she sobbed into my  coat. I can see the trouble look on the Doctor's face as he takes in what she said.
"Luna look at me," spoke the Doctor. My sister looks up at the Doctor. "What you saw me against was a terrible pony. One's who name I will not speak. I promise you in his hoof steps you will not follow. However, I need you help to make sure it never does. I need you to be strong Luna, Granddaughter, can you be strong?," the Doctor asks my sister.
"Yes, Grandfather I can," she answers him no longer shying away.
"Very good," he smiles once more. "I expect marvelous things from both of you. Don't let me down," he smirks and leaves the room.
Left with my sister I can only guess what she saw or met. I will not pry not wanting those dark memories to resurface. Instead I bid my sister good night and head toward my room. I see now I do not have a full understanding of magic. That it behaves unpredictably and wildly. A force that can be used for good or evil depending on the pony. Tomorrow is a new day and I promise myself to use my power for the benefit of all.
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Sacrifice and Creation

Eight years have gone by since arriving on the planet to undergo our magic training. I have learned so much about magic in that time, thanks to the Doctor. Many times I had felt he would be unable to teach us, do to the fact he was an Earth pony, but he never failed to surprise me. When I was stuck on a spell he would often give me advice and encouragement that would spur me on to completion. His knowledge of magic and of things in general was staggering, sometimes I had a hard time believing he was just a normal pony. Sometimes when he thinks neither me nor my sister are around I can hear him mutter in despair. So much pain he hides from us, I wonder if he will ever reveal who he really is? 
My magic skills have increased since my failure with the Firebird. From that experience I found I affinity for fire magic. The Doctor explained to me that due to my connection to the Sun I had control over the base element of fire. He told me that I could summon it up and control it if I desired. He gave me the example of my mother who could also do things with fire that were both dazzling and freighting. The Doctor also revealed that I had control over the greater element of light. I could project mirages of myself or others, if I wanted or even turn it into a weapon. Apparently in time if I focus my training I could master light and turn invisible or even travel at the speed of it.
My sister has been doing much better in her magic as well. I help her with the dream walking as we sleep. Ever since the encounter in the Doctor's dreams she refuses to ever enter his again. Her abilities in the dream world has improved over time, though she is not like father she is a comfort to have there with me. She too has control over elements as well much like me, but the opposite. Her abilities are over the base element water and greater element shadow. Her manipulation of water is going well, though she has an easier time with it when frozen. When she learns more about her shadow abilities she will be able to cast illusion and travel in them, much like father.
Today I fly around playing in the air weaving between day and night, having long ago over come the weakness of before. Below me the planet that has become my temporary home. I can see my sister as she laughs at the antics of a small creature that we come across while we lived here. The creature has long ears, hops, and looks  much like a bunny, however it meows like a cat my sister has named it a, "Cabbit". The creature is strange, but friendly as my sister giggles at it. The Doctor is inside the TARDIS as of recent he has been letting us self train. Normally I would alright with this arrangement, but this has been going on for three days, he has never left us alone for this long. 
"Celestia," calls the Doctor breaking me out of my thoughts. "Come down here I need to speak to both you and Luna," he says as I land and see the worry on his face.
"What is it Grandfather?," asked my sister as she too notices the worry in his expression.
"I don't know how to break this to you gently," hearing this only made me worry. "So I will tell you outright. We are going to have to leave this planet soon," he told us sadly.
"Why is that Doctor? Are we going back to Equestria?," I ask feeling he is not telling us everything.
"We are leaving because this planet is going to die soon," I look at him in shock my mind going blank. "As for Equestria I can try and direct us to it," he responded as I tried to make sense of what he told us.
"What do you mean the planet is dying Grandfather?," my sister managed to squeak out clearly in shock too.
"Well it is not the planet itself, but the moon," he corrected as I look over at the Moon. "The magic inside the moon is fading and the magical field that is around it will shrink as a result. Eventually the field will no longer touch the planet and without the moon's magic I fear this planet will die," he sadly explained to us.
"How long do we have? When will it start?," I ask scared I might not like the answer.
"It has already started," came the Doctor's morbid reply. "You only need to look at the TARDIS to confirm it," I glace over to the TARDIS wondering what he meant. All I can see it the blue color of the ship as it is fully bathed in the light of the Sun. My mind reels as I realize what is wrong with my observation, the TARDIS should not be covered in sun light. Half should be covered in night, but it is not the night has receded no longer touching the ship.
"Is there anything we can do Grandfather?," cried my panicked sister. I also wanted to know if there was any way to save our temporary planet home.
"I am afraid not," he said dejectedly. "I studied everything I could for the past few day hoping I could find a way. Unfortunately I can not stop the course of nature," the Doctor spoke somberly.
"What about us Grandfather?," spoke up my sister. "We have an attachment to the moon perhaps we can save it, perhaps even Celestia can aid us," she spoke in hope of saving the planet.
"Your heart is in the right place Luna, don't ever let you kindness go," he spoke with a small smile. "Unfortunately  even if you and your sister poured all of you magic into the moon you would only delay the inevitable. The magic would still recede and the planet would still perish," he told us sadly.
"So there is nothing we can do?," I ask and he only nods confirming my fears. I want to yell at him bring some sense back to him. That is not how he taught us he never believed in giving up, yet here he is doing just that. What happened to the Doctor who once said, "there is always a way," well I won't give up even if he has. "That is it then you just going to give up and let this planet die," wanting him to get angry.
"I told you I looked at every option I could," he snapped back at me. "I don't want this planet to die, not even the TARDIS has the power to return the moon to the way it was," he huffed as he stopped his eyes widening at some realization. "There may be a way, however it may be slim," he spoke as excitement lite up in his eyes once more. "Celestia, Luna into the TARDIS we have a planet to save," he spoke swiftly as we followed him back into the TARDIS. I was glad he was back to normal.
"What do you plan on doing Grandfather?," she asked looking much happier at the thought of saving the planet.
"Something that will reset the magic of the moon," we both looked at him curiously about what he meant. "I cannot stop the flow of time or nature, but I believe I can reset it to how it was. However to do so I must ask if you are both willing to sacrifice your way home to do so?," he looks at us both as we process the request.
In order to save the planet we currently call home we must be willing to sacrifice our trip home to do so. It is a lot for us to process. The Doctor explained it all to us and how he could make a device that could reset the moon's magic. He told us that he would have to use our parents beacon in the device. It apparently holds the magical data needed to reset the moon. However it is also was way back to our home as well. It's function was to get us here then we would follow the beacon back set for how many years we been gone. Without it their would be no telling what year we would return to Equesteria.
There was another sacrifice that had to be made as well. The beacon would need to be stabilized in order to do that we needed to use an important piece of the Doctor's ship. The piece would stabilize, but also act as a reset timer making sure the moon's power never fades. However, the piece allows him to direct where the ship goes in the universe. Without it we would travel randomly place to place and could possibly never see Equestria again. There was also the risk that even if we make this sacrifice that it may not work and we gave it all up for nothing.
"We will do it Doctor," confident in my sister's and I decision. He smiles at us and starts to work on the device, "a mix of magic and science," the Doctor calls it. We watch and help where we can on the device, it needing some enchantments for it to work. The time past quickly as we worked together to save a lone planet and soon we were ready to launch the device to the moon.
"Whatever happens I am proud of you both," spoke the Doctor in support of us. "It is not an easy decision to give up one's home," he speaks as if he made the choice before. "You will have many difficult decision much like this one, just remember think of other's before yourself and you will never go wrong," he grins to us giving a well meaning lesson.
We launch the device and watch as it disappears somewhere on the large moon. We soon all enter the TARDIS and prepare to take off. Unfortunately we cannot stay to see the results of our work, we can only hope. The ship starts up as we watch the screen as the planet that was our temporary home disappears from view. Our hopes on the success of saving the planet. As the ship starts to rattle and shake. I can here my sister panic cries as the Doctor tries to find the source. I try to calm my sister as another jolt happens and my world falls into darkness.
I awaken my head pounding as I see both my sister and the Doctor on the floor. "Luna!," I cry out rushing to her using my hooves to shake her awake. "Doctor!," I can hear his groans as mumbles to himself and gets up. My sister waking up beneath me as I let her up. "What happened?," looking at the Doctor hoping he had an answer.
"One moment," he replies looking over his instruments. "This is interesting. It appears as if nothing is wrong with the ship everything is in working order," clearly shocked as he checks over the ship. "It also seems that we have landed," he turns on the scanner to make sense of it.
"Grandfather I don't see anything," she was right nothing is what we saw on the screen. "Are we in space just floating? All I see is black," she commented at the sight we see on the screen.
"No, we would still be able to see stars," observing the screen with us. "While it appears we are floating we are in fact not. It is a small area, however we have landed on something. Perhaps an asteroid," he theorizes.
"I don't like it Doctor," I speak my mind. "We should leave he there is nothing here," wanting to leave this desolate place.
"Strange that the TARDIS landed here," stuck in his own thoughts and not listening to me. "It is almost as if .... Ah I know where we are," the Doctor grins excited. "Has the day finally come? I have waited so long. I need to get ready," I watch as the Doctor moves around quickly giddy with excitement. I have never seen the Doctor act like this in the years I have known him. He is acting like a colt on his birthday or a young teen stallion getting ready for a date, he was even checking his mane.
"Well what are you two doing? You need to get ready as well," we both had no idea what was going on as the Doctor pranced around. "Go to the closet your always snooping around in Celestia. Find something nice to wear and bring your sister with you," as I tried to hold back the blush at his accusation. I lead my sister from the lively Doctor and to the closet of dresses I like to occasionally look through. I do not know what has gotten the Doctor so excited as I select a dress that I believe will fit me, hopefully I will soon find out.
We arrive in the main area dressed up. I wearing a light blue dress with some orange and gold, it reminded me of my mother. My sisters dress a striking sliver color much like our father's mane, even after all this time we miss them both. We are shocked to see the TARDIS doors open wide, we can only believe the Doctor must of already left. We both leave the ship at the same time ready to use magic if needed.
The air outside is cold and desolate there is not a single star in space, in fact there is nothing at all. Space is completely empty void of everything, the only thing in it was us and the rock we landed on. I spot the Doctor as he just stands there looking into the endlessness.
"I never thought I would ever reach here," breaking the silence as I trot next to him. "Yet here I am," he spoke with happy tears in his eyes.
"Where are we Grandfather?," my sister spoke as we both wonder what we were missing. "How is this possible?," making reference to the fact we were in space without protection, yet alive.
"We are at the beginning and we were invited, I am the guest of honor," he said proudly as he continued to look into the emptiness. "We are all going to meet somepony very important and witness something grand," as he knew something that we didn't as we looked into space hoping to see what he spoke of.
There was a small flicker of light in the blackness a glimmer that appeared in the bleakness. A star born of nothing formed in front of our eyes. Then another and another stars were popping into existence rapidly one after another and then every exploded into color. To described the myriad of colors and feelings at this moment no words I could come up with would ever do it justice. I am not fully sure what I am seeing, but I know I never forget it. 
In the center of it all was a star that shined brighter than the rest. From that star a form came out as if born of the star itself. The first thing I noticed were the wings long and elegant as the being flew towards us. I grew excited as I noticed the pony shape and horn atop the head. It was an Alicorn, I hoped it was my mother. That hope was dashed as it got closer it was a mare, however the coat and mane will wrong. A pure white coat that seemed to shimmer and dance before my eyes. The mane red and alive like fire giving off it own warm glow. Her cutie mark was that of a feather inside of a ink well.
"May I present to you the Goddess of Creation, Lady Faust," spoke the Doctor recognizing the Alicorn. I was in shock the being before me is a Goddess the creator of everything. Now I knew what I was seeing the birth of a universe, my universe. I was witnessing the start of it all. I couldn't help but bow when the rock came up to meet her as she landed before the Doctor.
"Greetings my Guardian of Time," she spoke her voice calm and soothing draining one of all stress and worry. "I have made you wait such a long time my dear Watcher. You were just a colt when I saw you last," her hoof touching his muzzle lifting it to meet her eyes.
"It was worth the wait for the moment like this my Lady," the Doctor spoke meeting her eyes. He spoke as if enamored with her treating her like nopony before as an equal.
"Even now you flatter me," she laughed her giggles bring joy to me. "You have suffered much my Knight and your eyes tell me so. Do regret your promise to me?,"
"Never, you saved me on that day," speaking softly to her. "I saw things I should of never seen, but I also saw the way things could be and it was beautiful. I wanted nothing more than to make what I saw real," he told her with passion and fire in his eyes.
"That is what drew me to save you the selflessness to help and create a brighter world," the Goddess revealed to him. "My dear ... Doctor, it was I who stripped your name from you how can you forgive me?," she spoke sadly as I wanted to cry with her.
"It was I who gave it willingly," he grinned. "I have had marvelous adventures and met some good friends thanks to the gift you given me," as he seemed to look beyond us at the TARDIS.
"Your journey is far from over and much suffering for you will follow. Do you still wish to be my Guardian, my Knight?," the Doctor smirks and nods. "Come with me we have much to discuss," the ground lifts them away so we can no longer listen in.
I do not know what they speak of I can only sense the Goddesses emotions. Some are of joy, while others of sadness, and some I cannot fully understand. I look over to my sister as she waits with me. I can tell she wishes to know what they speak of. The wait is not long as their talk comes to an end and she brings them both down.
"My dear young mares, Celestia and Luna," the Goddess acknowledging us. "So many questions rolling around your heads wanting to be answered," knowing our thoughts and feelings. "I have seen your noble sacrifice that you made and will let you know it was not in vain," revealing to us that the planet we left had been saved. "As a reward I promise you will see your beloved Equestria again and when you do it will be your mission to save it," I smile happy that we will one day see our home again. "However, you journey will be full of challenges and suffering so I give you fair warning. As long as you two work together there is little you cannot accomplish," warning us of hardships to come.
"My dear Doctor," as she gazes at him once more. "I fear I did not come alone Devastation, my brother, has followed me here," fearing the name I look into space trying to find the pony. "Do not bother looking you will never find him. He lost his form and true name long ago. I fear his corruption my taint my creation, he only brings destruction. While you will never meet him his taint will be felt and even take form, you have met such forms my dear Doctor. You promise to continue your work in keeping my universe safe?," she speaks to the Doctor softly.
"Indeed I will, Lady Faust," giving his promise to her.
"Very well," she smiles as her horn dances with light. "I dub thee my Knight oh Lord of Time," knighting the Doctor with her horn. 
"I have a gift to ponies of the universe," magic swirling around her horn. I watched as what looked to be a ball form above her. The ball was clear, however danced with colors. Just looking at it gave me joy and made me feel at piece. "To my ponies I give the Harmony giving it unity and order," I wonder if it is connected to elements of home. I watch as another ball forms this one is dark and red. I shudder as the ball is formed the feeling I get is the one of fear I felt before. "I also give my ponies Chaos, for with out it there would be no magic or change," as the two powers orbit each other in an eternal dance, equal. "I give to ponies of this new world this most sacred artifact, may they protect it for all time," as I am reminded of the story of Discord. Could this artifact made before my eyes be the same one that Discord torn in half? I can only hope it is not.
"My time here is ending," I can see her fading as the two powers dance above her. "Take care Celestia and Luna and of course my dear Doctor, may your trials be kind to you," speaking sadly as she fades from view.
"May we meet again Lady Faust," spoke the Doctor, but looked as if he knew otherwise. "Perhaps in another life, maybe I will be a ginger. I do like that red mane of yours," he joked as the Goddess laughed mirthfully and the faded from view. The artifact shooting off into distance to somewhere unknown.
We stood in that place for a while watching the universe burst to life around us. I did not want to disturb the Doctor I can only imagine what he is feeling. "Let us go we still have to get you home," he spoke as he headed to the TARDIS. We followed in silence my mind whirling with what I just experienced. What else lies before me as I travel in a blue box? I do not know, but I will meet it head on no matter the danger. I turn and look at the budding universe, giving my own promise. To keep the universe at piece, to aid the Doctor so he doesn't have to do it alone. Turning back and head into the TARDIS, into my next adventure.
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We traveled in silence. After what we saw and experienced, it was a lot to take in. My mind was still processing it all. I saw the birth of a universe, my universe. Some where in that endless sea of stars the planet that would one day be my home was just forming. The beautiful Goddess that vanished before us, most likely becoming one with her creation. The threat that loomed behind it all and the promise to keep everything safe. 
We each processed what happened in our own way. I tried to make sense of it. Thinking about what I saw and the promise I made. My sister stands alone away from me and the Doctor. Playing with a ball staring as she moves it back and forth, I can only guess what she is thinking. The Doctor stand vigilant at the controls occupying himself with work. I suspect his mind is at the loss of a friend that he only just met again.
The ship lets out the loud noises that means we have landed. "It appears we have landed," the Doctor confirming my observation. "I wonder where we are?," asking nopony particular as he turns on the scanner. The scanner shows nothing as static dances across the screen. "There seems to be some interference," checking his instruments. "All the readings say it is safe, let us go outside and see where we are," opening the doors and exiting through them. We both followed him out curious at we might find.
I stood and stared my mouth agape at the scenery, it was huge. There were tall buildings that looked as if the touched the sky. Each building packed close together leaving very little space between them. A wall the looked as if stretch forever circled the packed in buildings. The thing that shock me the most was that everything was plated in something in yellow and shiny.
"What is that place Grandfather?," my sister curious as I.
"That my dear is a city, a place with a lot of ponies," as I became all excited. After so long I get to see ponies again. I enjoyed being with the Doctor and my sister, but it was still lonely without anypony else. "Interesting," breaking from my excitement as I noticed the Doctor scrapping his hoof on the road. I then noticed that the hard ground below us was the same yellow shiny stuff coating the city. Knocking on it I realized that it is some sort of metal. "Well I be, it seems we are walking on a street paved with gold," remarked the Doctor astonished.
"That means we are looking at a City of Gold," I remark loudly. Staring at the golden city how rich must those ponies be in order to cover their city in gold? As I am reminded of the snobbish nobles that hung around the castle. The city must be full of ponies like that. Suddenly I am not so excited to go in there, but still we walk towards it.
We approach the entrance way I notice the single guard standing in front, looks like his armor is made of gold as well. That poor pony that is most likely the only gold he is allowed to have, forced to work for those stuck up snobs. He is probably not even allowed into the city, most likely forced to live in some slums as he barely gets by. Well if I want to help the ponies of the world I should start here and find a way to free him of his oppression.
"Greetings everypony," he say happily enough, probably some act. "Welcome to my wonderful city of El De Rodeo," that brings me to a halt confused. His city, does that means he lives here?
"Hello my fine sir," greets the Doctor. "What a fine job your doing guarding your fine city," he says respectfully to the guard.
"Actually I am not guarding it at all," he admits to us. "I am just here to greet traveling ponies like yourself and tell you the rules of the city."
"I take it that means you get a lot of ponies coming into your city," inquires the Doctor.
"Of course we get ponies from everywhere, some even by space ship," revealing to us that is is a far future and not Equetria. "They all want to see our peaceful city of gold. Of course not all ponies are not well intended, but we have the Seraph to stop them," as I perk up at this mention of this unknown.
"The Seraph of course I know of them, but what can you tell me of them my fine sir," the Doctor lies trying to gather more information.
"Well almost everypony does, but I like telling the tail so I will tell you of when they came," as we all listen in wanting to know more about them. "It was about two or three years ago. Our city was in bad shape it was run down and crime ran amok. It was a full time job trying to stop crime and making sure nopony got hurt. Then they came, the Seraph, in their spaceships of gold. You see they are not ponies like us, they are aliens. We were wary of them at first, but they offered to help and make the city a place of piece. They did exactly as they promised within only a few days all crime came to a stop. I suppose they must of caught all the crooks, they still do if one happens to break the rules," warning us of what happens if we break the rules.
"Can you tell us what happens to the criminals?," the Doctor pressing for more info.
"Not sure," the guard responds. "The Seraph say anypony can be converted so I guess they must have ways of rehabilitating them. In fact they have an award for the good ponies where they teleport them to visit their home world, they call it Ascension. Had a buddy of mine go about three days ago, I am do to go in about two days from now," he smiles excited about going to another world.
"You are full of information my fine sir," complemented the Doctor. "Naturally I have heard the rumor and wanted to come and see it for myself. However, I have not have the luxury of seeing one for myself. Perhaps you have my dear sir, can you describe them to me."
"Of course I can," he smiled at us falling for the Doctor flattery. "They are not hard to spot, they usually travel in groups of four patrolling our golden streets. Anyway they are cover head to hoof in gold armor not any part of them showing, not even a tail. They are in pony shape, but most of believe that they don't look like ponies underneath the armor. We are alright with that after all they have helped us so much," he smiled believing in his words.
"They sound too good to be true. I cannot wait to see one," I could tell the Doctor was suspicious. "Now you mentioned something of rules, care to tell enlighten us about them," changing the subject.
"Of course," replied the guard. "The rules are simple and mostly basic, such as no stealing or attack another pony. The  most important rule is no being out after curfew. That one is the most enforced by them. Only ponies with a special pass," showing us his pass, "are allowed out after curfew and we are allowed only in our assigned places," the Doctor's examining the pass.
"When is this curfew time?," questioned the Doctor.
"Curfew starts at sundown," catching my surprise, how can they know when that is? "The Seraph track the sun every day and they warn every pony when the sun is going to set," pointing his hoof at the tallest building. "We call that building "Lighthouse" when it lights up that means the sun is setting, it is also where the Seraph are," telling us where they could be found.
"We thank you very much for everything my kind sir," the Doctor continuing to compliment the guard. "We shall be on our way and tour this grand city of yours," I could tell he was planning otherwise.
"Wait, before you go I need your names," stopping us at the gate.
"Of course how rude of me, I am Doctor Iamnottellingyouanything," speaking so quickly I was unable to catch it.
"Doctor who?," spoke the confused guard.
"Precisely," the Doctor grinned as if he has heard it before. "These are my Granddaughters, Solar Flare and Moonbeam," glad he considered me a granddaughter, but not that he gave me a different name.
"They don't look like your Granddaughters," taking notice of our wings and horns.
"If you met their Grandmother you would see the resemblance," he grinned. I wonder if he was speaking about the Goddess we met.
"Welcome to our city, enjoy your stay," leaving the guard behind trotting into the golden city.
"Why did you lie about our names Doctor?," I asked confused about hiding my name.
"Need I remind you what happens if you go around spreading your name," reminding me of my parent's story. "It is better this way if nopony knows who we are," his argument valid now that I understand.
"Fine," I sigh giving in. "Next time I am giving myself my own name," I mutter to which the Doctor does not respond.
I knew what the Doctor wanted to do. He wanted to investigate the Seraph base. I had no such desire, my first time in years to communicate with other ponies I did not want to squander it. It took some convincing, but I was able to get the Doctor to let my sister and I to explore on our own. So long as we were careful and listened to any rumors about the Seraph, I could tell he did not fully trust them. We said our goodbyes and came up with a place to meet and a time. He left us with a warning to avoid any Seraph that we may see. With that I set off with a destination in mind my sister following behind.
The market district was grand. All the smells and sights and ponies, I was in paradise. My sister brought me down when she reminded me that we had no bits to pay for anything. It seems a salespony over heard our plight and told us that they were paid by how many ponies they served, in short everything is free. I over indulged myself after hearing that eating many sweets such as cake and other foods that I have not had in a long time. My sister laughed at me after almost eating myself sick, reminding me there is such thing as to much of a good thing. We bantered back and forth having fun and releasing our worries.
I spotted a horseshoe store as I look down at my bare hoof having forgotten I never worn one. I remember that my sister and I are past the age when we are to get our first ones. With this in mind my sister and I head into the store. I look in the majestic store there are so many sizes and colors, how would I ever choose? Gold horseshoes in the corner caught my eye, they were not like the rest. They looked like they would cover part of my hoof and came to a point at the tip.
"I see my special horseshoes have caught your eye," spoke the friendly mare clerk.
"Yes they have," responding to her observation. "What makes them special?," wanting to know more about them.
"Those my dear are specially made enchanted," I stare in wonder at the magical shoes. "They are meant to grow with the wearer and never wear out."
"How is that possible?," looking at the mare in disbelief. "The Seraph gave us a spell that allows us to enchant the horseshoes."
"Why only these shoes, why not all of them?," wondering why all the shoes were not special.
"We found that the spell only works on the metals gold and silver," she told me. "While they are good metals not many ponies forge horseshoes from those metals. I had those ones and a silver pair specially crafted in case anypony wanted them," telling me that these were rare.
"I will take them," splurging on myself, I deserved something nice. "My sister will have the silver ones," noticing how she looked in awe at the silver pair, she deserved something nice too. The shoes felt nice on my hoofs they seemed to fit me perfectly as we left the store.
Outside was much different than we left it, it was quiet. Everypony was standing on the side of the golden street as if making way for an unseen force. I could hear something in the distance the sound of metal on metal as hoofs clomped on the ground in sync. Then I saw them, the Seraph. They looked exactly like the guard described them, moving gold suits of armor. However, seeing them with my own eyes they are much more intimidating as they marched forward in step. I figured it would be best if I did like everypony else was doing, standing out of the way and wait for them to pass.
I was not prepared when I felt my magic flare up inside me. As the Seraph got closer I could feel my connection to the element of light scream out at their approach. Was I feeling the presence of the Seraph? I looked around it seemed like no other pony was suffering like I was. Did they feel what I did? I looked over to my sister she did not appear to be suffering either. I could feel the presence of all four of them as they got closer. I could feel my magic building within me soon I would be forced to reveal myself if they got any closer.
A shine of light appeared before my eyes losing my control of building magic. I could feel as the light inside them sang in tune with mine, any hope of going unnoticed completely dashed. The response of all the Seraph in this city flooding my mind, just how many were there? I could also feel something even larger behind it all, it almost felt like a sun in its intensity. It did not take long the Seraph to approach me.
"Who are you?," came the empty echoing voice from the armored being. The voice sending my senses flaring and my magic screaming at me. The voice sounded distant and empty, but I could feel a presence behind it as if talking through armor that stood before me.
"I...am Solar Flare," struggling to remember the false name the Doctor gave me. I could feel each of the Seraph's inner light reaching out to me, as if trying to commune with my own.
"Come with us Solar Mare of Light," the echoing voice sounding respective of me. "You no longer need to stay among the others," I could almost feel the distaste in the voice. I had not the strength to fight my own magic seemed to hum in tune with theirs, I gave in and nodded. Giving one look to my sister as I left with them silently telling her to get the Doctor.
I was put in the center of their formation one in front, one in the back, and two at my sides. Were they keeping me from running or protecting me, I am not sure. I could tell they broke the normal patrol route and headed to the Seraph base, "Lighthouse." I could not look back to see how the other ponies reacted to all this, I can only hope my sister finds the Doctor.
Traveling with the Seraph became easier as I neared their base. I could feel my light magic sing out to their internal light and felt their response. I was somehow communicating on an unconscious level and had little control over it. My magic found a balance with theirs. Now it no long causes me discomfort to be near them. It almost felt natural to be around them now, somehow my magic must of synced with theirs. I fear what this may mean for me it happened so quickly without my intent, I wonder if that means they think I am one of them?
We arrive at the ominous building known as "the Lighthouse," at the center of the city it towered over the other buildings. The tower stood alone in this tight packed city no other building were close to it. It had areas of green at the points with four gold paths coming from the building. It did not look like they had any security, perhaps the Seraph did not fear the ponies of the city.
They guide me to the large doors of their base stepping off to the side on the green and phasing out of view. The door slide open the light hit my eyes nearly blinding as I consider running, but am rooted to my spot.
"Come in Solar Mare," came the echoing voice from the halls of the base. "You are welcome here being of light," I do not know if is my magic or curiosity driving me forward as I walk in. My eyes adjust has my eyes take in the wonders around me. It reminds me of the Doctor's TARDIS machines buzzing and lights going off, only in gold. I look around as I see Seraph patrolling the halls they make way for me guiding me to my destination. My internal magic sings in tune with theirs and my worries seemed to have faded, perhaps they not as bad as the Doctor believed.
"You are here Solar Mare come in and meet us," the voice came from a central door as I walk right in. The light of the room was intense for a moment I thought I was on a sun. Light shined from everywhere and corner my own shadow was gone no darkness existed in the room. "We are the Seraph beings of light and enemies of the shadows," the voice boomed in my head causing my magic to flare once more. "You are the first pony allowed inside our sanctum," the voice pounding on my mind like a drum welcoming and painful at the same time. My magic reach out and found a source of light larger than the rest. Looking up I saw a Seraph much larger than the rest. "We are the voice of the Seraph," echoed the massive moving suit of armor.
"Do you have a name?," calling the apparent leader voice or Seraph did not suit me.
"We have no name," the voice echoed the pain subsiding, but still grinding in the back of my mind. "We are all one extensions of the Source," clearing meaning they are of one mind.
"Where is the Source?," wondering how far of a reach it may have.
"Far beyond the stars in a place where shadows fear to go," hiding where they are from I only got that they were not close by.
"Why was I brought here?," wanting to know why I was taken from my sister.
"You are connected to the light, we heard your song and brought you here for study," I did not like the sound of that.
"What study?," nervous of the answer.
"Though a pony your connection to the light is stronger than the others," echoed the Voice to me. "Your light may hold a way to aid in our mission," I could possibly help them.
"What is your mission?," wanting to understand more.
"To purge the universe of darkness," I gasp at such a task. "We have been going planet to planet purging them of darkness ridding them of corruption and making them one with the light. We seek a way to spread our reach so the shadows cannot escape," I can hardly imagine trying to take on that task alone. I remember my promise to aid the Doctor, perhaps the Seraph can help me achieve my goal.
"How can I help?," getting my hopes up I will show the Doctor, I can help in his task.
"All ponies have light inside them, however it is a small amount we need at least six ponies to empower us," the Voice explained to me. "With your light we may be able to increase the light within the ponies, therefore it would take less ponies to increase our ranks," I never knew my magic could be used like that.
"Using my power would help you in your mission to rid the universe of evil?," giving myself understanding to what they wanted.
"Unknown," the large Seraph stated. "First you must be studied. You will go to a room of holding until we are ready," two Seraph leading me out of the light filled room to another with a window.
I stared out the window as time ticked by. I was uncertain what the Seraph had in store for me. I was willing to endure a little pain if it meant the benefit for the universe. I could see as the Sun began to set as a bright light shined from the building I was in. It must be the light the guard pony spoke about. It was so bright, it was if a new sun had replaced the the setting one. It also meant curfew had begun which means the Doctor and my sister will not be coming for me tonight. My eyes turned to a bed set out as I lay on it and decide to go to sleep.
Sleep was denied to me as loud alarms blared through the building. I fall startled out of the bed, what was going on? My door slides open as two Seraph stand in front of me. "What is going on?," I demanded from them. They said nothing as they lead me from the room and into a room with a chamber inside. The chamber looked like glass cell with a machine panel as one of its walls. I saw a small opening at the side of the panel surrounded by metal and armor. I could see the lead Seraph standing there as a group of six ponies were lead in.
"You sub-creatures are in violation of curfew," the Voice accused the ponies. "You also have soiled our base with your unwanted presence. What is your plea?," the Voice commanded of the ponies.
"We have nothing to say to you," stood out a brave pony spitting at one of the Seraph. The spit rusting the the armor slightly before turning back to gold.
"You are corrupt and dark ponies," cursed the lead Seraph. "However, you are not beyond redemption. You will be converted and join the light," I felt relieved that they were going to give these ponies a chance. I watched as they lead the six ponies into the chamber and shut the door behind them. I could see the brave pony picking at the door trying to get out. "To join the light and become one with it you must be purged of all your sin," the lights turning on in the chamber as I wonder what is going on. "We shall purge you of your darkness until only the light remains," as the machine turned on and the glass shattered as the one pony escaped, the others did not. 
I could hear their screams in the back of mind begging to be saved as I watched them be purged. Realizing that the headaches caused when the Seraph spoke were the voices of the thousands of ponies purged begging for redemption. The light of the chamber burned brightly as it faded noponies were in the chamber, it was empty.
"Get the flesh creature that escaped," commanded the voice as I heard more of the screams. I know realize the the pain cause to me was the calls for help of thousands of ponies that have been purged. I had wanted to help these monsters, it made me sick.
"You can't make me go in there. I saw what you did," spoke the pony now caught by the Seraph. I had hoped he had gotten away.
"You will go in after we show you the light," the lead Seraph standing before the struggling pony. His visor opened staring into the ponies eyes. I could only see light shining on his eyes as he stopped his struggles. "Go into the chamber," commanded the Seraph. The pony obeyed not showing any emotion. I turned away as the machine was started up a second time and the pony was purged. I looked at the machine as I felt a source of light come from it, had a pony survived? From out of the opening came a floating light. It danced above the metal as it turned to gold as it bent and molded into a pony shape the light safe inside. Realizing in horror I just witnessed the creation of a Seraph.
I back away hoping to run, I am quickly blocked off. "You killed them!," I scream looking for a way out.
"They are not dead," the emotionless echoing voice spoke. "They have ascended and are one with the light, they are us," I gag at their sick ideals.
"I am never going to help you!," trying to get free of them. "I will never let you use my abilities just so you can purge more ponies!," firing my magic at them, but having no affect.
"We never needed your cooperation," hearing this filled me with dread. "We only were interested in you power and if we could use it. From the moment you entered our building we knew we could," as their magic held me still.
"Then what did you need to study me for?," struggling as the lead Seraph approached.
"We only needed to know if your body was needed to use your power or if we could purge it and make it part of us," I whimper knowing I would not like what they found. "We concluded your body is not needed and therefore you shall be purged," I panic as I struggle my magic allowing me to move as try and break free of their hold. "You are not going anywhere Solar Mare you will join us the light beckons," the visor opening as I am blinded by the light.
My mind screamed at me as the Seraph try to break my will. I could feel it as the creature tried to penetrate my mind and bring me under its control. I fought back using everything I had try to push the Seraph out. I could see behind the lies as the Seraphs powers promised freedom from corruption and pain. The power singing sweet songs all with the element of light. However, light is my element and I will not let it control me, I control it. With that thought in mind I gave one final push and banished the Seraph from my head.
"You are the first to resist the light Princess," breathing heavily and stare at the Seraph in shock. "Yes, Celestial One we found out the truth that you tried to cover with lies. From looking into you mind we now know of the darkness invading your Equestria," I filled with dread, I could not have these soulless creatures purging my Equestria. "We learned of your dark sister Luna also of the pony unbound by time," I cried not wanting them to know his name, "the one you call the Doctor."
"You called," looking up in hope as I saw the Doctor. "It is not very nice to call out somepony's name when they are not present," I could not believe my eyes as I saw him and my sister, magic at the ready, standing together.
"Doctor," echoed the Seraph Voice. "How did you get in hear undetected," as the Seraph started to surround the Doctor.
"Sadly I didn't," as he stares at the newly made Seraph. "I came in with six other ponies which you turned into that monstrosity," pointing hoof at the Seraph in anger. "It was easy to hide from your notice after all you believed you caught all the invaders. Your patrols were easy enough to avoid and hiding in this room was simple when your attention is directed elsewhere," he explained with a smirk. "Now release my Granddaughter," he commanded the Seraph.
"You dare command us Time Walker, we do not take commands from lesser beings," the Voice projected back at the Doctor. "The Celestial One will be purged and ascend into our ranks. You Doctor will have your knowledge of time travel extracted for our use. As for the Mare of Shadow," judging my sister. "We shall not let her darkness poison us, she is beyond saving she shall be expunged from existence," I fear for my sister and the Doctor in their plans.
"Is that so?," calmly replied the Doctor. "I fear you are mistaken. My Grandfillies and I will come to no harm for your about to have a much larger problem on your hooves," smiled the Doctor like he knew something.
"There is nothing you can do to us," the lead Seraph glowing bright showing that it was in control.
"Your right I can do nothing," as the building shook being hit by magical blasts. "However, an entire city of angry ponies that is a different story," the Doctor grinning mirthfully.
"Why are these lesser beings attacking? What did you do Doctor?," the Seraph struggling to maintain order as the building shook.
"I made sure those ponies you purged sacrifice was not in vain," the Doctor shouted above the chaos. "However, in truth I did nothing it was all my Granddaughter here," praising Luna. "She has a little ability known as dream walking and thanks to your curfew we had a city of sleeping ponies. It did not take much for her to show all those sleeping ponies your true intentions as you purged those innocents and threatened a young mare," I look at my sister impressed with her abilities. "You lost you will never harm another pony again," as the building started to collapse.
"You and all these ponies shall feel our wraith," as the lead Seraph's armor fell to the ground and the other Seraph followed. "We shall eliminate all life on this planet and move on and start anew," the lights from all the Seraph joining the Voice into one giant ball. Floating up joining the shining top of the Lighthouse, I shudder in fear the Seraph have turned themselves into a weapon.
"What do we do Doctor?," panicked unsure on how to save everypony.
"It is up to you Celestia," he answers leaving it up to me. "I am sorry you will have to do this, but their power is light and it will respond to you," he spoke morbidly as if there was more to it.
"What do I do?," wanting to take the chance to save these ponies.
"You must connect with the light and feel its pulse," he explains as I ready my magic. "You will feel the light wanting to spread you must do the opposite, compress the light," coached the Doctor leaving the fate of this world to me.
I felt the magic inside me hum reaching out to the glowing light at the top of the tower. I concentrated shutting out the world around me and focused on the Seraph threat. My magic touched their light dancing with it as I immersed myself in. I could feel the Seraph their rage and their thoughts, how little they thought of us. The pulse of their weapon building and threatening to release and rid the planet of life. I followed the Doctor's instructed and stopped the spread and compressed it. It was a struggle the Seraph fought back powering up the light more it pulsing faster. 
Behind them all I could feel the presence of the Source. It cared little of what was happening, I could feel it studying me. It knew of me and wanted my power. I could almost hear it's voice promising to take my power one day. It also knew of the Doctor and my sister as it promised that it would master time and hunt us down making sure we never escape. With that it broke off contact leaving me alone with my task.
With the pulsing building faster I held the light as tightly as possible compressing it as small as I could. I could feel as the power of the Seraph gave out as I watched a bright light shine and then everything go dark. I stood in shock. I could not believe I did it I could no longer feel the Seraph, they were gone. I saved the city and all the ponies in it. I could hear the cheers of the ponies around I did it they were safe.
"Good job Celestia," the Doctor putting a hoof on my shoulder, but still looking sad.
"Why are you sad Doctor everypony is safe now?," trying to understands his reasons.
"When you figure that out you might not be so happy either," answering cryptically. My sister flinging her hooves around me congratulating me on defeating the Seraph.
We were met by a large group of ponies at the entrance as we exited the tower. They were all thanking us for saving them and showing them the truth. I could see the city behind them as I noticed all the gold was gone. The buildings were tarnished and dingy it looked as if the city had not been cared for in years. I guess much like the peace the Seraph promised the gold was an illusion as well. I could not help, but feel for the ponies of the city that will have to rebuild their lives.
I look down at my shoes expecting them to be tarnished, surprising they are not. I spot the mare who gave them to use and asked her why. She said because they were pony made, the enchantment on them is real. I asked if she wanted them back, she said no she did not want any reminder of this nightmare.
We had reached the gate where the guard that greeted us before look somber and sad. Everything he knew was a lie, his friend is gone and he almost shared the same fate.
"What do I do now?," looking for a direction.
"You can make sure what happened here does not happen to anypony else," the Doctor stopping looking at the guard. "Tell everypony everywhere what happen here. Warn them of the Seraph, tell them of the purge and ready yourself and everypony for a fight should they ever come back," giving the pony his new mission leaving him with those words.
We traveled down a gravel road, it no longer gold, back to the TARDIS my mind on the Doctor's words. Why would I be unhappy about defeating the Seraph? I wasn't sure if they were alive, from what I experienced they were just as empty as the gold armor they inhabited. What did I feel as I defeated them? It felt like I was holding a star with my magic it was exhilarating and frightening all at the same time. With my magic I crushed the star... I KILLED A STAR! The horror of what I done washed over me as I realized part of me enjoyed killing the star.
"I see you realized what you done," the Doctor taking notice of my horror. "Luna go into the ship your sister and I need to talk," my sister looking worried, but followed the Doctor's command and went inside.
"I never realized I was capable of such a horrific thing," shaking as the Doctor put a hoof on my back and held me close.
"We are all capable of terrible things," I could feel that he spoke from experience. "It is what we do after the makes us who we are," giving me a much needed hug.
"I feel so bad for doing it even though I needed to," crying. "I just wanted to save everypony, but now I feel guilty for it."
"We often have to make impossible choices," I could hear the experience behind his words. "However, feeling guilt is good. It means you feel and you have regret for the things you do. Hold onto that it means you have a soul and are not a monster," consoling me as I cried. "I am going to let you sort you thoughts and when your ready come into the TARDIS," entering the ship leaving me to my thoughts.
I thought on his words as I realized the Doctor was right. I did what I had to do, that did not make me a bad pony. As long as I realize what I did should never be repeated unless the situation was dire. That is what made me different from the Seraph. They used light to destroy, while I use it to protect as long as I do I will never become them. Entering the TARDIS I think of the lesson I learned today. Darkness can exist anywhere, even in the light.
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Kingdom of Ruin

I did not have a restful sleep as we traveled. My mind was restless, I kept on having nightmares. Every time I lay my head down to rest a new vision haunts me keeping me tossing and turning. Each dream I had was almost as horrible as the last, my experience with the Seraph clearly had me shaken.
My dream was of the Seraph succeeding in their plans for the Doctor, my sister and me. I had to watched as they executed my sister. Firing a ray of light at chest as light erupted from the inside out until nothing was left, extinguished from existence. Then I watched as they drained the Doctor of his knowledge and conquering time and space, taking whatever was left of him and purging it. As for me I was purged and made into a soulless aetherial being that lead the Seraph through time and space purging the ponies of the universe. My next dream was no better, instead of be turned into a Seraph I embraced my dark side. I reveled in my ability to destroy stars, snuffing them out one by one without thought or care. Though I wanted neither to happen, I still dreamed of it.
Finding sleep eluding me I left my room wandering the halls of the TARDIS. I remember when I was young filly trotting around these halls in wonder as I explored. I found my things in my searches, but try as I might somethings I never found again. It was if this place was constantly shifting adding rooms and taking them away. I have lived within this ship for eight years and I doubt I will ever learn how large it really is. 
Lost in thought I find myself in the control room the center moving up and down as we fly through time. I look at the doors and wonder how long till those doors open to my home. I remember the promise made by the Goddess we met, telling us we will see home again. A monumental task awaits us when we do reach home, free our world from Discord. Can we do it? I hope we can. Will we be ready? Again I can only hope we are. I going to have to put my trust in the Doctor and hope he prepares us fully for what is to come.
My thoughts are broken by the sounds of the TARDIS landing, I can only hope it is home. The Doctor arrives first he spots me smiles then checks the instruments checking if the conditions outside are safe. My sister arrives next trotting next to me as we watch the viewer, I wonder if she hopes it is home too. The Doctor turns on the screen as the outside comes into focus. I am excited to see what looks to be a kingdom, large stone walls surrounding many homes with a castle in the center. I do not know how many kingdoms are in Equestria it may be one of them, the only castle I was familiar with was on the edge of a forest.
"Is it safe to leave Doctor?," excited hoping I am home.
"Yes I dare say it is," moving towards the doors ready to leave. "I know you are excited. Try not to wander off to far," he warns as the door opens and I leave. I am met with a nice breeze and the sun shining overhead. I take it all in finding it nice and relaxing taking a moment to myself to let my worries go. I can see the kingdom in the distance and a dirt road leading to it not very far away. I never thought I would be so happy to see dirt, but for right now I am. The kingdom looks large and majestic it reminds me of home, which it could very well be.
I notice as my sister and the Doctor exit the TARDIS, the Doctor locking the ship while my sister romps around in the tall grass.
"Do you think we are home Doctor?," holding onto the hope that we are.
"I am afraid not Celestia," bringing me down. "The sun and the clouds move on their own accord here no ponies guide them," I could see him looking up and observing as he came to his conclusion.
"It must be hard for the Pegasi to live here if the clouds move on there own Grandfather," my sister commented as she looked over to the kingdom.
"Worry not Pegasi are remarkable ponies they can handle themselves," he smiles glancing at the some clouds staying still despite the wind. "You see a large cloud formation above the kingdom, I am certain it is a Pegasus town," trotting toward our kingdom destination.
"Doctor," getting his attention as we trot to the kingdom. "There is something strange about this kingdom, it is about the location."
"You noticed it too. I am glad you are using your skills of observation," praising me. "Tell me what you noticed and we can compare," giving me encouragement to go on.
"From what we were taught about kingdoms, they almost always had some sort of natural protection," remembering that castle in which we stayed was on the edge of the Everfree. "This kingdom is in the middle of a field, the walls are not even that high. It could easily be attacked on all sides and be taken down easily. I also noticed no rivers or lakes near by. Something could be behind the walls or maybe the Pegasus provide the water, but I am not sure. It doesn't make sense from what I know a kingdom like this should of fallen, yet here it is flourishing."
"You are quite right," the Doctor agreeing with my observations. "It does not make much sense. The only thing we can do is go in and find out why," he grinned as we arrived at the gate. What greeted us was masses of ponies entering the kingdom banners flying around. "Looks like we are here in time for a celebration," exclaimed the Doctor. Watching as the parade of ponies marching by holding their symbols.
"Grandfather what are symbols on their banners?," my sister commenting on the strange signs on the banners.
"Well this is curious," he mumbled as he looked at the symbols. "They are runes my dear, ancient signs of power and magic. I find it strange that they are on banners being waved around instead of in a book."
"They are signs of magic?," curious what he meant.
"Yes old and forgotten magic, Starswirl studied it for a time," referencing my old teacher with sadness. "These symbols would be carved in stone and enchanted giving the one who used them some benefit," recalling what he learned from Starswirl.
"Then why was it forgotten?," the reason lost on me. "It sounds quite useful to give ponies a magical boost," I comment as the Doctor gives me a glare.
"That is why it was forgotten," he lectured us. "Ponies became dependent on them and drove some to madness, however that is not the worst of it," I shuddered at his words. "A dark and twisted magic rose from the desperation turning ponies against one another. It was not long after that it was made forbidden to practice the magic and was forgotten through time."
"The ponies here are waving it around on banners," observing the festivities. "I do not think they understand the history behind them," hoping I was right.
"You may be right Celestia," as he looks over the banners. "However, somepony did find the symbols and decided to use them to mark the noble houses of the kingdom." Pointing out each symbol as he named them off, "the house of strength, the house of knowledge, and house of magic. They are considered the most important here and it is up to us to find out why," giving us our mission.
Outside the kingdom the festivities were in full swing. There were lines for food and games and another line which looked like they signed ponies in for events. We stood in line which looked to be the one for information, I noticed a few stares at my sister and I as I did my best to ignore them.
"Are you here to watch or join?," asked the board voice of information pony.
"I apologize Madam, I am rather new around here could you please explain?," the Doctor replied trying to get information.
"Another traveler," she sighed, most likely annoyed she has to explain things to us. "Every year the three houses recruit new ponies into their fold. Of course not anypony can get in you have to prove yourself worthy first where the give ponies tests depending on the house. Strength tests in speed, endurance, and dexterity a pony has to have qualities in one of those to join or the quality in which the house is named. Knowledge tests in intelligence," I could tell that got the Doctor's attention, "cleverness, and wisdom it is much like strength. Magic has it own type of test they have those who want to join put on a show and get judge from there."
"I assume by watching you mean ponies can watch most of these test take place," the information mare nods. "Very good, aside from joining the houses are there any other benefits to joining the games?," clearly seeing there is more to it.
"Actually yes," she responds. "The top three ponies of each house get to go to the castle and become part of the Council of Nine. It is what everypony here for to be part of the council and give advice to Lord Rune in ruling the kingdom," telling us most join for political gain.
"Did you say Lord Rune?," the mare nods. "Interesting," I could see the Doctor plotting something. "We are going to join. Thank you very much," he leaves the information desk and heads towards the area of the houses.
"Why did you tell her we were joining Doctor?," trying to get insight on his plan.
"To meet this Lord Rune of course," heading towards the flying banners. "I fear something darker behind these festivities and this Lord may be are best way of finding out what."
"So you plan to join one of the houses and get selected to be part of the council. Am I right Grandfather?," my sister picking up on the Doctor's plan. "What about us, should we join as well?," curious if we play a part as well.
"Yes I believe it would best suit our intentions if you both tried as well," giving us his approval. I would suggest the House of Magic for you both. Show each other how far you progressed, think of it as a competition between the two of you," giving us his trademark smirk.
We arrive quickly to the main desk where the ponies are signing up to join each house and made our way to the front. Again I noticed many ponies staring at my sister and I as we waited. I wondered why they would stare at us, my only thought is that maybe they have never seen an Alicorn before. "My fine sir," spoke the Doctor to the pony at the desk. "I have decided to lend my superior brain power to the House of Knowledge," the Doctor acting smug. "As for my two lovely Granddaughters, they would be delighted to show off their talents to the House of Magic," his boasting of us making us blush.
"Wait did you say two Granddaughters... as in mares?," looking up at us shocked that we were in line.
"Yes is that a problem," the Doctor sounding annoyed. "Are mares not allowed to join? I can assure you that my Granddaughters can blow most of the amateurs away," staring down the poor stallion.
"No ... I mean yes they are allowed to join," squirmed the pony fearing the Doctor's wraith. "It is just surprising no mare has ever joined a house before," giving his reason for his shock. I found it odd that no mares ever tried to join before us, perhaps they felt the tasks were to hard or beneath them. Whatever the reason I am sure after my sister and I perform the mares of the kingdom would take the chance and join in next time. "If you don't mind me asking what are they?," looking at my sister and I as he spoke to the Doctor.
"What do you mean? They are my Granddaughters," the Doctor replied.
"I know that," the pony mumbled. "They have horns and wings, I have never seen a pony like that before," I could see many of the other ponies have gathered curious about us too.
"Is that all, they are Alicorns," the Doctor stating a fact. However, it did little to quell the minds of the curiosity of the ponies around. "I see you need a much more in depth explanation," as I saw that smirk that meant only trouble followed. "You see when a Unicorn and a Pegasus love each other very much...," I wish I could wipe what I learned from the Doctor explanation from my mind. Learning about the Unicorns and Pegasi in such a way in such a public place was embarrassing and horrifying. I may never look at the two ponies the same way again, I now know where foals come from. The only fortunate thing to come from it was the ponies never stared at us again.
We soon split going to the houses we were pretending to join. The Doctor to knowledge and for us magic. My sister and I agreed to use fake names and to see separate ponies when we joined. That way it would be unknown who is who until we took the stage and we would watch the other perform. As the Doctor suggested we made it into a contest between us to see who would get the most cheers, in truth we cared little if we got into the house or not. I gave the name Sunfire to the pony that signed me in and they told me to wait at the arena in the area for the wanting to join until my name was called.
The arena was full packed with ponies each one watching as the magic hopefuls succeeded or failed. From what I caught in conversations this was one of the most popular watched events in the festival. There were rumor that even the Lord watched them from his perch, as I looked at the darkened royalty box wondering if he was there. Apparently he only shows up if something has caught his interest, with the lack of guards I guessed he was not here. Until I found out he does not have guards. I found it odd that he has no guards to protect him, even my own parents had guards and there were no stronger ponies in Equestria. I stared at the perch warily it did feel like somepony was there watching as I shuddered, if there was I hoped it was not the Lord we were suppose to impress.
The crowd cheered and booed as different ponies took the arena center. If they made it or not was decided by judges from the house of magic, however nopony knew who they were just one of the many ponies in the crowd. It was found out at the end if one made it or not by having their names called out and taking center at the end. From what I discovered they were also very stringent in their selection never going beyond ten ponies to join their house. However, for me this is a contest against my sister to see who is the better. I wonder if the Doctor was watching? He most likely trounced his tasks giving him a spot on the council, if anypony can get us into the castle I am sure he can.
I heard the name Ocean Moon get called out by the announcer, wondering if it was my sister I watched as the contestant took center arena. I smiled when I found out I was right and my sister took the center. I could hear the muttering of the stallions around me about they doubted she would make it, some even looked at me most likely thinking the same. I held back my anger not wanting to be kicked out, but I will show them and my sister will as well.
She started her routine with a simple spell. Summoning up clouds over her head making it rain over her body. The water glistened in the light over her coat as the entire crowd went silent, a young teen mare soaking wet was probably a fantasy of many of the stallions in the crowd. She had the crowd's attention now she began her show. Controlling the water it flowed off her coat into a stream at her hooves, I could feel her magic intensify as a chill went through the arena. She froze the water making it into ice that she started to skate on melting and freezing continuously as she moved about. She danced on the ice gracefully performing tricks and making shapes with the water, a smile on her face showing she was having fun. I noticed as the shadows started to move and bend around my sister following her whim. The shadows mixed with the water creating sculptures of ice of ponies and animals and other various things, she was clearly showing off her talent. I watched in awe as she immersed herself in her power as her darkness consumed the arena, one by one the sculptures shattering there pieces taking a spot in the dark. All at once the ice glowed with a giant ball of ice in the center, my sister has recreated the night sky the shards of ice as stars and the large ball the moon. She let out a burst of magic and it all exploded as light was again returned to the arena a light snow coming down over the crowd. With that she gave a bow and left the stage leaving a stunned audience in her wake. The crowd was silent as lone slow stomping came from the dark booth, it was quickly followed by more and more until the whole crowd was stomping thunderously and cheering for my sister. I was very proud of her, but now I had to ready myself she had set the bar and I had to overcome it.
Other acts just blurred by as I planned my routine, I barely acknowledged my false name when called. It is my turn now to shine and I plan on doing so. I teleported myself center arena in a bright glow of light, much like mother. The light illuminated the crowd as I flew out of the center gracefully landing on the ground. I made sure I had their attention now I need to keep it. Summoning balls of fire surrounding me they circled. Floating in the air with magic as their source of fuel. The fire answers my calls forming into a circle around me. I mold the fire as I feel the heat as it brushes over my body giving it commands making it dance with me. Using my ability of illusion I make it appear I have separated into four. The four of us racing around each with fire at our command. We each did different things acting on our own to impress the crowd, showing my talents in illusion is well developed. We each took a corner of the arena and face the center then lit ourselves a blaze. I can only imagine the awe of the crowd as four ponies of fire charge each other to meet at the center. Immersing myself in the blaze a giant sphere of flame formed in the center, a miniature sun. The crowd most likely thought I was roasting myself alive, but the fire and heat never touched my coat. I shout myself up taking to the air molding the fire to my whim taking form of a firebird screeching over the crowd. I dispersed the fire and released a wave of heat and a burst of light over the arena distorting the air making it shine a myriad of colors over the crowd. Landing I bowed and left the arena hearing the cheers and stomps as it washed over the crowds.
Elation poured out of me, I felt that I proved myself today in front of the crowd. I proved to them what I could do and showed despite my age and gender I was not to be underestimated.
"You provided a marvelous show sister," came my sister voice as she came and greeted me.
"You did as well," returning her compliment. "You set the goal for me aspire too," giving her praise.
"Thank you sister, we wanted you to be challenged. We know you would of provided the same if you had been on first," I giggled in agreement pulling her in for a hug.
"I think we both did marvelous," judging us tied. "Truthfully I could care less if we made it into the House of Magic or not. I believe we both proved ourselves today," my sister nodding in agreement.
We stayed together watching the other hopefuls as the trials came to an end and the final judgement was now upon us. Three aged Unicorns took the center arena, the heads of the house and judges, one giving some long winded speech about their noble house. I managed to stay awake during the speech waiting to see if either of our names were called. Down the list of mages they went giving each congratulations for making into their house. Not once did I hear my name or my sister's be called, I was starting to wonder if they did not accept us because we are mares. The judges had reached the final name on their list it was still neither of us. I could hear the disgruntled crowd get angry at the judges, apparently they thought we should of made it as well.
"We have a special announcement to make," proclaimed one of the Unicorns quieting down the crowd. "We have purposely left two ponies out of our selection," the crowd booed as the Unicorn held up his hoof to quiet them down. "We have done this because we have been overridden in our selection," muttering came from the crowd. "The Lord himself has chosen these two ponies to come to the castle himself," gasps of surprise came from the crowd. "He has exercised his right as our Lord to select anypony he chooses to join him in his council and give them a house of their of own. Therefore, they are beyond our choice to become part of our house," giving their explanation to the shocked ponies of the crowd.
"It is with great pleasure that I welcome our newest noble house and it two founding mares," the crowd gave an uproar of cheers. "Would Ocean Moon and Sunfire please take center stage," rewarding us for our effort. I could not help, but feel wary this seem too convenient that the Lord happen to choose us both to start a new house. I remember the feeling I received when I looked at his booth, I fear this is not as it seems. However, in front of the crowd I fake my smiles and pretend to be gracious to the honor I have been given.
Everything afterwards was a rush as we and the selected other three selected from the house of magic were lead to a special tent. We were told that all house representatives would be meeting here and would be brought to the castle to meet the Lord. I almost cried out in cheer when the Doctor walked into the tent, he grinned at me giving me a wink.
"How did your test go Doctor?," wondering about his tasks.
"Tests," he scoffed. "They were simple I hardly had to think at all," boasting how simple it was for him. "I fear for this kingdom if that is what the brightest minds have to offer," acting in his smug fashion.
"Did you get to see us Grandfather?," my sister beating me to the question. "Did we do well?"
"I am proud of you both, you indeed did well," praising us away from the others. "I saw your little shows, though I was quite surprised by you Luna. I never thought you would do something so provocative," my sister blushed as she stuttered out apologizes. "That does not matter anymore," brushing it away. "What matters now is that we are all meeting the Lord and we can get to the bottom of our mystery.
"Doctor, I fear something dark about the Lord," speaking my dreads to him.
"I sensed that too," agreeing with my feeling. "Your suspicious about his intentions as well," I nod my head. "Good I taught you well," giving me praise.
While we waited the Doctor got more answers about how the council system worked. Three ponies from each house were chosen and were part of the council for a year. After the year was over new members were chosen, hence the reason for the festivities and tasks. He also found out the each selected member, the best of the best, only served one year and never served again. When he asked what happened to those that had been on the council the response only worried me more. We were told the Lord has a place for them to relax and live out the rest of their days without worry. In my experience with the Seraph I learned, "If anything sounds to good to be true it usually is." I fear we are all walking into a trap.
We did not have to wait long after all those selected for the council had met. A lone mare had come to get us and take us to the castle. She looked jittery and scared she was covered in a long dull cloak hiding her body. I could tell from her face she was very pretty and she was all dolled up for some reason. We did not get much out of her only that she worked for the Lord and for us to follow her. As we trotted to the castle I tried to strike up conversation with her, she only looked at me trying to say, "I am sorry and you poor filly," with her eyes and kept walking.
The castle was huge it took up the center kingdom. It had high brick walls and large wooden gates, it was majestic like a castle in a fairy tale. I looked around and saw no guards on the castle walls or at the gate, how does the Lord protect himself? The mare knocked on the gate and it opened for us. We went in as I noticed the extravagant tapestries and soft rugs. The chandelier on the ceiling and lamps lighting the halls. The interior of the castle is beautiful.
Once the doors closed that is when our guide removed her cloak. I did my best to keep my mouth from dropping open when she revealed what she was hiding. Underneath she wore a maid outfit that was tight on her lovely frame. I looked away in disgust trying not to stare, the stallions of the group except the Doctor did not offer such kindness to her. Rudely they stared at that poor Pegasus mare who was only dressed like that because her Lord commanded it. My feelings for this unknown Lord are quickly turning to anger, if he treats his servants like object I can only guess how he would treat us. Despite the stares the mare did her job escorting us to the door of the throne room, I noticed other maids scurrying about realizing I had yet to see a single guard or stallion.
The doors to the throne rooms opened without aid as we all stepped inside. The room was huge decorations lining the walls banners across the ceiling, I can only guess they are the other places under this kingdom's control. At the end of room sat the large throne over it the three banners of the houses of the kingdom. Only the top of the throne could be seen with three gems sparkling at the top. The lower half is covered covering the ruler in a dark veil. The maid approached the covered throne and bowed from the cover a hoof appeared beckoning her closer. Timidly she approached the throne stopping a few feet in front. I noticed and felt as a red magical aurora surrounded the mare and pulled her forward her hoofs scrapping against the the floor. She showed no signs of fighting it as her head vanished into the veil. The Doctor stopped me before following my thoughts of rescuing the mare, holding out his hoof observing everything. Within a few moments the mare was released completely changed from the way she was before. Happy and joyful full of life which she lacked before flirting with some of the stallions ogling her from before giving her rump a little shake before leaving the room the doors shutting behind her.
"Welcome to my humble castle," came the most enchanting voice I have ever heard. "I hope my staff has treated you all well," his voice it was so entrancing, I wanted to see him. My wish came true, a wave of magic washing over us the dark veil uncovering the stallion it hid. My heart went into my throat as I gazed upon the Lord my heart picking up the pace as I shamelessly ogled him. He is gorgeous, the type of stallion a young filly always imagines when they hear about a handsome prince. His coat shine pristine well cared for a dark red color, blood red. His mane and tail black with streaks of blue, barely bright enough to see against the black contrast. His eyes a bewitching golden yellow reminding me of a dragons, but these could hold me forever. I marveled over him his strong proud form analysing every inch of him like a schoolfilly with a crush. My eyes caught his cutie mark an area of white on his red coat inside the area the three runes of the houses were encrested. Each mark had a different color that appeared to glow the sign magic a bright blue, strength was red, and knowledge was gold. Lesser runes were next to the main I counted six in all and at the center a master ruin binding them together, it was black.
"I look forward to getting to know each pony here," his melodious voice sounding through the room. "Especially you Sunfire," I held back a squeal of delight as he stopped in front of me, "and your sister Ocean Moon as well," his eyes looking past me at her as I held back my jealousy.
"How do you know they are sister's?," the Doctor's voice rang out breaking me from my spell. Trying to make sense of why I was acting like such a foal.
"It is quite obvious," staring at me becoming enamored again. "Two such lovely ponies enter my kingdom a mix of Pegasus and Unicorn," brushing my wings with his hoof sending shivers down my spine, "what else could they be, but sister's. Am I right?," looking right into my soul as I mindlessly nod in agreement.
"Be that as it may I do not enjoy you being so familiar with my Granddaughter," pulling me away from the Lord and standing between us. I look around free again the other ponies in the group entranced as well, my sister included. I pull her close and break her free as she looks at me confused.
"You are not like the rest. Are you?," as I try to block out the stallions harmonious voice. "I never had a pony as resistant as you in my castle. I don't even know your name," I believe I heard him hiss.
"I never gave it," the Doctor as defiant as ever. "If you must call me anything than the Doctor will suffice. What shall I call you?," I wish I could watch him stand up to the Lord, but I was afraid to fall under his spell once more.
"I have long since discarded my old name most call me Lord Rune," he casually replied. "What would you call me Doctor?," throwing out a challenge.
"I would call you what you are," the Doctor voice allowing me to fight the spell. "You are a parasite preying off of ponies taking what they are and making it your own. You bring nothing but suffering for the poor ponies of this kingdom. You are Ruin," giving the Lord his new title.
"Ruin it does have a nice ring to it," his agreement ringing in my ears. "Judging from your tone you are familiar with my abilities," his growls emanating from the walls.
"I am, you are using voice magic with an allure spell," smug in his observations. "It is meant to hypnotize anypony not prepared for it, especially the opposite gender. Only those with strong wills and minds can stand against it or if they know the counter spell to it," giving me the information I needed to break us all free.
"My you are clever and knowledgeable, perhaps there is more to you than intelligence," the Doctor providing the distraction I need. "I can see it you know more than you let on. I can almost feel you anger. Before you called me a parasite which means you understand my power."
"Power," the Doctor scoffs in anger. "You have no power, all you have is what you taken from other ponies without it you would be nothing. I am very familiar with your magic, the dark forbidden magic known as Branding," the name sending shivers over me. "You mark ponies with your brands stealing there very talents and slowly draining them of their life. I am guessing it takes a year for you to drain them dry until the next set of victims come along," the Doctor's anger radiating off of him.
"Very astute Doctor," giving him a mocking praise. "You think you have me figured out do you? You think I do not notice your darling charge casting her magic to free herself and the others?," I gasp in shock looking away from him not wanting to catch his eyes. "Is that your plan to set them all free and fight against me?," I could hear his mocking tone. "Very well I have not been challenged in a long time, care to play a little game Doctor?"
"What are your conditions?," accepting Ruin's challenge.
"You and all the other get to run away and try and leave my castle as I hunt you down one by one," a predatory growl coming from him. "If you escape you win and I leave you alone, I catch you and I take what I want and drain your life from you and your two little Granddaughters become part of my harem," I shake at this thought.
"Agreed," the Doctor replies I am to shocked to say anything.
"Let us begin," releasing a wave of power breaking the ponies of their trance. The walls seemed to breath with the Lord as the ground shifted beneath our hooves and the rocks moved on there own.
"Get out of here you foals," yelled the Doctor leaving the throne room with my sister and I following behind him. I could see the main wooden doors turn from wood to stone blocking our route of escape forcing us to turn a different way.
"Why did you agree Doctor?," wondering if he went insane. "How do we get out of here?," needing to know his plans.
"I wish I could tell you," bringing me little confidence. "As for leaving he won't let us even as we run he knows where we are," I almost trip over myself from this reveal. Stopping for a breather. "You remember when you found it odd that this kingdom was unprotected with no source of water," I nodded. "That is because this place was magically built by him, in essence he is the kingdom. Everypony in this kingdom lives under his will and he could easily crush anypony that disobeys," staring at the walls as I wonder if they are staring back.
"Then why hasn't he caught us yet?," frightened of the answer.
"Because I challenged him," we could hear the muffled screams of one of the ponies begin caught. "He is saving me for last and he is going to make me come to him," the Doctor looking at me in sadness. Realizing that my sister and I were going to be caught first as bait for the Doctor.
"Doctor please tell me you have a way to beat him," he said nothing. The walls coming to life ensnaring my sister as she disappears into the ground. "If you won't fight him I will," defiant I teliport back to the throne room. On the walls the other ponies have been caught runes scared over their cutie marks.
"Came by yourself I see," whirling around as I see my sister in Ruin's magical hold.
"Let her go," lighting up my magic ready to fight him.
"Of course," releasing her as she scurried away to my side. "I don't want to damage my newest acquisitions," he let out a low purr.
"We will never let you take control of us, we will never serve you," backing away keeping us away from him.
"Such fire, such rudeness, I am sure I can tame that out of you," he growled as I could feel his magic start to overtake me.
"That won't work," lighting up my horn to counter his allure. "I know how to block you spell. You will not get my sister or me," defiantly fighting back against his power.
"You make it sound as you have a choice my dear," the floor turning to liquid and then solidifying trapping my hooves. "I control everything you can never escape. Your fighting back only means I have to use more forceful methods," the stare from his eyes sending shivers over my body.
"I will fight you everyday," teliporting out of my trap. "I will keep on fighting you until we are free," taking flight soaring around the room making sure the walls don't touch me.
"I don't think you have grasped the concept of everything," his horn glowing bright red as I was sent tumbling from the air. I hit the ground roughly the pressure on me was so heavy I could hardly lift my head. "Do you like my gravity spell my dear, I find it useful to keep ponies in their place," he sneered at me.
"It is not your spell, you stole that spell and all the others you have from the ponies that they did belong to," fighting back reciting what the Doctor said earlier. "I have my own magic in which I worked hard to master. I will show you how I use it," sending out a blast of light energy at Ruin knocking him off his hooves.
"I have had enough," he growled standing. "It seems you need to be shown your proper place," his power pulsed through the room his magic taking hold of my sister and me throwing us and holding us against the wall. "I do not like branding my mares, but every so often one gets the idea of freewill and leaves me little choice. Poor Ocean Moon looks like your going to be punished for your sister's transgression."
"What!?," I yell out. "I am the one fighting you she has done nothing," pleading with him.
"Precisely," he said in a dark tone. "I will make her into my little pet and control you through her. You may be willing to fight me, but let see how far you will go when she is punished for your actions," showing how truly corrupt he is.
"Stop right there," the Doctor voice rang out. "I believe you and I had an agreement, are you a pony of your word or not?," keeping Ruin from marking my sister.
"Doctor get away," I yell. "He won't hold true to his deal, he is a monster," I cry out as he increases the pressure of his hold on me.
"Vile he may be, but I doubt he would willing let me free," the Doctor's words confusing me.
"Let you free, you are my prisoner," Ruin declares.
"Am I?," the Doctor trotting about. "Then why is it that I am freely roaming around? I clearly have not been caught. If I recall our agreement you need to catch me first in order to have my Grandfoals."
"I caught you through them, you won't leave without them," Ruin claiming his winning the game.
"Are you sure?," I gasp in surprise would he really leave us. "If I want them free all I have to do is leave. Should I escape you will have no choice, but to set them free," finding a flaw in Ruin's logic.
"That situation is easily resolved," pinning the Doctor to the wall with his magic. "You are unable to escape I have caught you. Your Granddaughter is mine now," turning to Luna once more.
"I am afraid you are wrong yet again," the Doctor interrupting once more. "If I recall correctly you claimed you would brand me first. Since that has not been done I am still winning our little game. Should you make one mark on her I win by default," gambling on Ruin's pride.
"If you want to be branded so badly I will more than gladly do so," turning to the Doctor his magic burning ready to mark the Doctor. "Are you ready for me to drain you of every once of your intelligence."
"While my intelligence is impressive and by far vastly superior to anypony," the Doctor feeding his own ego. "My knowledge is far more desirable, I believe you should take it instead," I feel Ruin's magic ease from his confusion.
"Why would I want your knowledge? I already took that from another pony," I could hear Ruin's frustration.
"Did you? I am sorry you wasted your magic on him," mocking Ruin. "My knowledge is a far better prize," playing to Ruin's greed.
"What do you mean?" his interest captured by the Doctor.
"With my knowledge you could become a God," making a strong proclamation. "I know more about magic than you ever could, I know how to get sun and the moon to answer to your every whim," remembering he did train my sister and I, "most of all I know the configurations on how to manipulate time and space," giving Ruin a list of things he knows.
"How do I know your not lying?," though I could not see him clearly I am sure Ruin was drooling at the idea of becoming a God.
"What could I possibly gain by lying?, the Doctor retorts. "You would drain me of my knowledge and find out I was and take it out on my Granddaughters, either way you win," proclaiming he lost the game.
"Yes your right I do win and know I will take my prize," I could feel his magic light up as the Doctor screamed in pain as the rune was branded into his skin.
"However their is one flaw in your plan," the Doctor spoke through the pain. "By branding me you and I are now magically connected, a magic that cannot be reversed until your finished. I know all about branding including it's weakness. You see I can fight back using the very ability you seek to steal from me," revealing his victory to the trapped Ruin. "You want my knowledge you can have it, lets see what 400 years of knowledge does to your mind," spoke the Doctor in the darkest tone I ever heard.
Ruin's screams echoed through the room. His magic releasing my sister and me as we watched the Lord cringe in pain. His hooves on his head as the Doctor forcefully fed him knowledge. I could hear his begging for it to stop, but the Doctor continued. I could see as Ruin's cutie mark seemed to glow brightly each mark burning out one by one. The ponies that had been captured from before regaining conscience and the runes on them fading. The Doctor was overloading Ruin making him lose control stripping him of everything he stole. 
Only the Master Rune existed as it lit up and burned bright for a second before fading into nothing. His cutie mark is now scared and burned beyond recognition. His coat and mane have dulled and grayed losing their luster. His mind is a wreck mumbling incoherently, he probably doesn't even know his own name anymore or the terrible things he did. In a way I felt sorry for the fallen tyrant Unicorn. In a single moment everything he was was stripped away from him and the Doctor was the one who made him fall. He did it without magic or much effort it gave me an insight how truly dangerous he can be.
"We must leave this place," the Doctor informed us. "This castle and this kingdom will all soon fall. Without the magic to support it everything will soon crumble," the walls of the castle trembled to prove the Doctor point. We and the other ponies left the cursed castle the maids following close behind. The dethroned Lord on the back of one of the stallions from the House of Strength, the Doctor wanted him to be brought to stand trial for his crimes. I believe the Doctor felt responsible for Ruin. Giving him mercy he did not deserve saving him from being crushed by his own castle, any other pony might of left him behind.
The word spread quickly of the castle collapse and that soon the rest of the kingdom would follow. A mass exodus of ponies left to escape the shattering kingdom. We all watched as the kingdom fall to shambles leaving disheveled abandoned town, even Ruin's kingdom was parasite feasting off of what was there before.
"What is that Doctor?" noticing a glow in the center where the castle once stood.
"That is the remains of Ruin's enchantment," looking at the glow as well. "The spell that allowed the kingdom to stand and from where he controlled it. Unfortunately it may never fade hopefully it will serve as a reminder to the ponies here," the ponies  looking solemnly at the rotting town. "Here lies the Kingdom of Ruin, may it never rise again," spoke the Doctor the other ponies agreeing with him.
We left swiftly as discussion were being made at what to do next, there was some talk of the Doctor leading them. The Doctor thought it best to leave them to solve their own issue, including what to do with the fallen Lord. Inside the TARDIS we went digesting the day's events.
"Grandfather what did you do to Ruin?" my sister looking a bit fearful that the Doctor could do that to a pony.
"It was not my proudest moment Luna," he sadly replied. "I fought back and forcefully gave him the knowledge he planned to take. His mind, body, and magic collapsed under the strain. I did not enjoy doing it, but he left me little choice," looking at us. "He was going to bring you both to harm and treat you no better than slaves. If there is one thing I do not tolerate it is others hurting those I care about," revealing what he felt about us.
"We care about you too Doctor," I admitted as I gave him a hug, my sister bawling joining in too. I believe the events of today brought us closer than we been before. It showed how much the Doctor cared about us and what he was willing to do to protect us. Before I thought us of three ponies on a quest to stop evil, but from my lesson today I learned what we truly were. A family.
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The Price of Victory

It has been two years since we left our temporary planet home. In that time we have seen things fantastic and terrible in our tireless search for Equestria. It has been so long I now consider the TARDIS more my home than the place I am destined to save. I spent ten years living here around ponies I call my family what else could it be? This is my home it is familiar it is what I know best. I may not know what lays beyond the doors when we land, however so long as my family is their I know we can handle it.
We have been through so many adventures together, though some were hazardous we manage to get through. My sister and I support the Doctor anyway we can to make it back to the TARDIS unscathed. I recall my time against the Seraph and Ruin the lessons from those experiences help prepare me for later on. We have run into many hostiles in our travels whose main purpose is to rule over and control. I learned that many of them give promise of a bright tomorrow, but hide their true objectives until it is to late. This is the pattern the most of the evil we fought followed, I remember a creature that only purpose was to destroy.
The planet was lush and full of life, at least half of it was. The other half was a desolate waste land where nothing grew. At first we believed this natural state of the planet until we found the few survivors. The survivors were terrified scared they would be the next to disappear. They explained to us the the planet was once full of life until a star fell from the sky. After the star fell where it impacted begun to disappear bit by bit. They believed that the star was cursed so they sent parties to destroy it, none returned. It was soon after the villages began to disappear one day they be standing the next gone. Left behind was inhospitable land that was poison to any life left in the area. In only a few weeks time half the planet was gone the survivors gathered together to make a stand.
During this time the Doctor remained quiet, very unlike him, thinking about what we were told. I asked him what he was thinking. All he said is that if he is right about what is happening the planet was most likely doomed. I wanted to save the planet and the survivors, I told the Doctor I would do it with out his help. I set off to investigate the sight of the fallen star. I flew the place and found it, thanks to the director of the survivors. I analyzed the sight and noticed the crater size was far to small for the object that had fallen there, the object was not a rock, and it looked as if something had burst out of the object. I quickly returned to the survivors and told them what I found. They did not know what to make of it, however the Doctor did he called it a Devour.
Devours are creatures created by the Goddess's dark brother with only a single purpose consume all life on a planet. The Doctor does not know how many there are, but he knows of the destruction they cause. They seal themselves in a cocoon to travel through space hibernating until they land on a planet. Once there they change becoming the perfect predator and consume everything in their path. Once the planet is devoid of life they seal themselves away launch into space to renew their mission.
I was horrified by this information how many planets did it destroy before this one, how many innocent lives taken? I pleaded to the Doctor to find a way stop the creature. The plan he came up with was to gather the poisoned land and trick the creature into eating it. We gathered the rotting soil with magic, nopony could go near it without feeling ill. The Doctor told us the creature would be drawn to it if the soil was enhanced with magic by enchantment. He warned us it would be a one time deal if the creature did not perish it would become unstoppable.
We set the trap and waited for the creature to appear, I will never forget what I saw. The creature moved swiftly attracted by our bait, we did not even see it at first due to it's swiftness. When I finally caught a clear view of it I had to keep myself from shrieking in fright, it was a monster. The creature was huge with rows of teeth and razor sharp claws its skin was leathery and it smelled of rotting flesh. The screech it made was ear splitting as it examined our bait using senses for I could not see any eyes. The Doctor was worried it would not take the bait and told my sister and I to enhance our enchantment to make it irresistible. The plan worked and the creature took bait and we watched as it perished from it own poison. It was the first time I actively took a life, I hope I never have to again.
Not all of our adventures were bad we made many allies in our travels. One such ally was a rock being as the Doctor deemed them. The magic on the planet was in such concentration that it gave thought to the stone. Creating life out of something that never had it before, the Doctor called it environmental magic in it purest form. They did not know what to make of us at first, never seen organic creatures before. There were many tribes each taking what form they thought the best. We managed to get them to make friends with each other by showing they coexist using all the forms. They all became our friends even copied us taking shape of ponies to honor our visit when we left.
My memories are interrupted by the sounds of the TARDIS landing, wonder where landed this time. I make my way to the main area the Doctor and Luna already there.
"Sister how nice of you to join us perhaps now we can find out where we are," sarcasm in her voice. She has taken to the Doctor and is with him far more often than with me. In this time she has picked up some of his qualities such as his mischievous nature and sarcasm. There are times I can see the same glint in her eye and smirk as the Doctor that signifies trouble. She also knows more about the ship's operation than I, I believe she may have tried piloting the TARDIS and be responsible for some our rougher landings.
"Luna there is no need to act like that," scolding her. "Celestia needs some time alone to collect her thoughts," the Doctor grinned at me in my defense. "You two are sisters and should always look out for each other. I won't be around forever," he said eerily.
"I am sorry Celestia," the thought of losing the Doctor causing Luna to shake. I felt the same I could not think of us without him.
"I forgive you, so where are we?" changing our subject quickly.
"Let check the scanner," the Doctor turning on the monitor. To our surprise we saw ourselves on the screen.
"Doctor it is us," waving my hoof as the screen copied my motion. "Is there a camera in here?" moving back and forth in and out of the screen to make sure.
"No, this is quite strange the scanner has never done this," the Doctor fiddling with the adjustments. "The only way this would be possible is if we landed inside the TARDIS," looking around for a blue box inside the ship.
"Can we land inside the TARDIS Grandfather?" Luna questioned also looking for a blue box.
"The TARDIS can never exist in the same time in place," revealing a nature of the ship. "There must be some sort of magic involved," as the scene on the screen changed to that of a soap bar. The screen kept on changing showing us many different things from forests to volcanoes, it never stayed the same thing for long.
"What should we do Doctor?" I glanced at the reading showing us nothing constantly changing never settling on a single point.
"There is little we can do," the Doctor opening the doors of TARDIS. "We need to leave the ship and find the cause of all this mess. You two can go without me I need to get my equipment, do not go far," leaving the room.
"Let us go sister," Luna expressed excitedly leaving me behind exiting the ship. "You got to see this you will not believe it," yelling from the other side and I followed.
The sight that greeted me was amazing and confusing nothing I saw made any sense. The ground was checkered red and white forming into cones in different places. Other places the ground was rough and multicolored in another spot is was smooth and white and covered in soap, which my sister was currently skating on. The sky only added to strange scenery the sun and moon were constantly changing place flipping from night to day never staying the same for long. In the distance I could see a spot where it was snowing and next to it an area that appear to a dessert. Above me were pink clouds that looked much like cotton candy when one started to pour over our heads my sister open her mouth.
"Sister it is chocolate milk rain," drinking the rain as it pour over her. I drank some as well to discover she was right. Looking in the distance noticing mountains of ice cream and cake licking my lips wondering if they were a sweet as they appeared. My hungry curiosity was interrupted by the clattering of equipment hitting the ground. Behind me the Doctor stared at everything shocked into silence.
"Doctor, what is wrong?" never seen him so shocked that he would drop his treasured equipment. My sister hear the noise and my worry joining us to see why the Doctor is in such a state.
"Celestia, Luna I know where we are," he spoke looking around as if enemies surrounded us.
"That is good, is it not Grandfather?" my sister unsure if to be worried or not.
"Where are we Doctor?" the scene around us constantly changing never remaining the same. "This place is strange nothing makes sense, it is so chaotic," observing what I saw before my eyes.
"Yes chaotic is the right word," the Doctor spoke in a dark tone. "That is what this place is chaos. After all this time we finally made it," collecting his thoughts before focusing on us. "Celestia, Luna... welcome home," the words hit me like a buck to my side. 
"Please Doctor tell me your not serious," pleading with him, he did not meet my eyes. "This is Equestria?" looking at everything in a new way looking much more distorted than before.
"I am afraid it is," giving me the answer I did not want. "Everything you see is Discord's doing his influence on this world changing the land to his twisted whims," my sister's joy she had before now gone seeing the world for the abomination it is.
"What do we do now Grandfather?" Luna uncertain of herself.
"We do what need to be done," the Doctor standing tall. "The time has come for the two of you to fulfill your destinies that was given to you when we left on our journey. To rid this world of chaos and return it to the way it once was. Everything we seen and everything we done has been working to this point to make you both ready, are you ready?" looking at us with confidence.
"I am ready Doctor," inspired by his speech. My sister agreeing with me ready to take on the evil as well. "We will work together to stop Discord. You will help and guide us, right Doctor?" smiling at him.
"Of course," I could hear some regret in his voice. "The first thing we need is information," changing his mood quickly.
"What sort of information Grandfather?" Luna questioned.
"Do you two remember what we need to defeat Discord?" we nod knowing we need the Elements of Harmony. "We need to find out where the elements are," confirming our mission.
"Where do we go Doctor?" uncertain of the path before us.
"We need to go to a place with other ponies may be hiding," the Doctor looking deep in thought. "A place where his magic is weak, a place that has been bathed in chaotic magic, and a place he would leave alone."
"There is there place like that Doctor?" looking around us it seemed no place was beyond his power.
"You don't know his history like I do," he sad mysteriously. "Ah ha, yes there is one place," a light of realization in his eyes. "The Everfree Forest it fits my criteria," grinning smugly.
"Are you sure Grandfather?" my sister spoke tentatively. "The Everfree is scary nopony would go in there," trying to convince him not to go.
"Precisely that is why it is perfect place," certain of himself. "Nopony will go in which is why he would leave the forest alone. It also has been chaotic magic infused from when Discord first gained his powers, therefore his magic would be weaker in the forest," proud of his deduction.
"Are you sure ponies would hide in there from him Doctor?" knowing even untouched the forest would be dangerous to travel.
"There is only one way to find out," giving me that trouble making grin of his. We left the TARDIS behind to find the Everfree in this warped world, perhaps we will find ponies with information first then we would not need to enter the forest.
It was difficult to navigate this twisted world everything moved and changed, I believe that even the ground rotated changing our directions more than once. Finding the Everfree could be next to impossible assuming the Doctor was right and Discord had left it unchanged. 	I offered to the Doctor to take to the air to search giving the argument that I may be able to see beyond the changing landscape and spot the forest. He denied my request saying that we did not know where Discord was he could be anywhere watching drawing any attention to us could be hazardous. The Doctor explained it was possible Discord was already watching us, I looked around warily, and our presence was a source of entertainment for him. I pointed out if that was true why go about being careful we should try and get to the Everfree before Discord showed up and took a real interest. The Doctor told us if it was a game we had to play by Discord's rules if we did not Discord may consider us breaking his rules, in Discord's game the only one allowed to break the rules was him. I reluctantly took the Doctor's advice and stayed on the ground wondering if we were in Discord's game or not.
I do not know how long we traveled my concept of time was distorted due to the constant raising and setting of the sun and moon. I thought perhaps we may never find the Everfree or any ponies the insanity of this place getting to me.
"Look, I think I see something," my sister breaking me of my depression. "It is floating above," I look and see a floating island a large building on top.
"It is the castle!" I exclaim excited. Above us in the distance floated our old castle home. Finding it first meant we may not have to enter the Everfree after all.
"Yes and look what is near by," the Doctor pointed out. Near the castle was what looked to be a town of twisted buildings. "There I see our destination in the distance," the Doctor pointed out with his hoof. In the distance far away from the floating castle was the Everfree Forest untouched by Discord magic just as the Doctor predicted it would be. "Lets not stand here lets go," the Doctor heading in the direction of the forest.
"Doctor why do we need to go there?" I ask. "There is a town and the castle floats above that is where we need to go to stop Discord," I argue not wanting to waist time pointlessly.
"I do not disagree with you the castle may indeed where we need to go," telling me I was right. "However now is not time we need to go there," bring me confusion.
"What do you mean Doctor?" frustrated with his riddle. "The castle may hold the elements and Discord it is the place we need to go," getting irritated as I tried to get my point across.
"May is a very strong word the castle could just as well hold neither," using his reprimanding voice. "We do not know how long we were gone Starswirl or even Discord could of moved them anywhere. We need more information before we are ready to take on Discord and we will find the help we seek in the Everfree," lecturing me.
"What makes you so sure? For all you know the only thing we will find in there is danger," trying to make his point flawed. "There is a town why don't we find help we seek in there?" feeling we had a better chance in the village.
"Nopony in that town will be able to help us, they can't even help themselves," he says mysteriously. "I see you can't be swayed," looking at me. "We will go to the village, but you may not like what you see," he warned changing direction and heading towards the town.
I am glad the Doctor decided to go my way he can be stubborn at times. I will prove to him that my decision was the right one we will find somepony able to help us in the town. The town itself was twisted the houses, or what I thought were homes, were at odd angles and points. I found it hard to believe anypony would live here unless they had little choice. Finding somepony in this mixed up town may be a more difficult endeavor than I originally thought.
I finally spotted a group of ponies they were gathered in one place making my hopes of finding help seem brighter. As we got closer I noticed something strange about these ponies. They were grey devoid of any bright colors like ponies I met before. I am not going such a small detail get to me I will still seek aid from them.
"Excuse me, I was wondering if you could help me?" talking to the closest mare to us.
"You can't have it," she bitterly replied. "It is mine and I am not giving any of it to you," surprising me with her spiteful attitude.
"I do not not want anything of yours," staying calm to sooth her. "I am looking for help," hoping she would be more responsive.
"It is all mine and I will not share," she spoke greedily. "It bet you here to steal it," she growled at me guarding herself.
"I am not here to steal anything," trying to calm her. "I am just looking for help," confused by her angry stance against me.
"All the help here is mine," acting like it was an object. "Everything here is mine," picking up random things and protecting them from me as she left.
The next series of ponies proved no better some were mean, others lied, and some just laughed never stopping. Each pony I approached proved to be twisted as the town that surrounded us.
"What is going on here Doctor?" frustrated over my lack of success.
"They have all been Discorded," his sigh telling me he had been expecting this.
"What do you mean Grandfather?" my sister looking at the insane grey ponies.
"It is a terrible power of Discord's," giving a haunted look. "Chaos is the power of change in Discord's claws this is the twisted result. He uses his power to change ponies manipulating them into doing what he wants acting how he chooses. Everypony here is a victim in his warped game where the lives of innocent ponies are his pieces," the Doctor clenching his teeth in anger.
"Is there anyway we can help them?" my sister wanting to give them aid.
"Only by defeating Discord can they be saved," telling us why our mission was so important.
"You knew it would be like this," I accused the Doctor. "Were you trying to prove a point to me?" crying in frustration.
"I was trying to prove nothing," he stiffly defended himself. "We came here because you wanted to I did not know what to expect. I feared it may be like this, but I was much like you hopeful to find somepony in this forsaken town that could help us. I did not want to enter that dreadful forest anymore than you," he admitted to us.
"I am sorry Doctor," ashamed how I acted. "Looks like I only wasted our time," I spoke in a depressed tone.
"You certainly did not," his statement surprising me. "Coming here gave us insight on the state of the world, I can only imagine what chaos has been inflicted in other places," I shuddered as images came to my mind. "If anything this adventure gave strength in our resolve to stop Discord," I look at the twisted town and nod in agreement. "To the Everfree and let us hope it holds the answers we seek," finding new bravery we head towards the Everfree Forest.
Leaving behind the cursed town we arrived at the boarder of the Everfree swiftly. We were all nervous about entering the wild forest, but we knew we had little choice and in we went. The forest seemed darker and more ominous from the inside  than the outside, I even looked behind us and the edge of the forest had vanished in the thick of the trees. In the forest it seemed everything obeyed it own set of rules. The light of the forest was always dim never bright, though the day was constantly between day and night the forest light seemed unaffected. Everything seemed alive around us from the rock to the trees ready to grab us should we venture to far. Long gone are the days when I was a filly and would of look forward to walking into these woods. I wonder why Discord has left it alone perhaps he enjoyed it keeping it the way it was a natural deterrent against ponies who may want to try to escape him. Judging from it size it has grown over time perhaps it feeds off the very chaos Discord admits, which would be a good reason for him to leave it alone.
The Doctor lead our trek through the Everfree, I am uncertain if he knows we are going. I decided long ago we were lost, but my sister and I continued to follow. The Doctor knew this forest better either of us he recognized plants and signs of animals that were of danger, without him I am sure we would of been some creature's dinner by now.
The Doctor came to a sudden halt I tried to ask and find out why we had stopped, but he silenced me before I got to ask motioning for me to listen. I heard as the trees were bent and even some break with the sounds of grunts coming behind us, we were being tracked by something large. I looked fearfully at the Doctor pleading silently for him to get us out of there. Whatever he had planned never came as six red eyes looked down on from the tree line it let out a grunt and we broke out into a run. I dared not look behind me as I ran keeping my sister and the Doctor in my view not wanting to be separated from them. The creature running after us I could hear it knocking down trees in it's pursuit if it caught us we were doomed. Our mad run came to an abrupt end coming to a dead end at a wall of rock with a vertical incline. The Doctor told us to take flight and get out of there he would distract the creature so we could get away, he told us we were far more important than him. We could not do it, we could not abandon him he never abandon us so why would we leave him? We both took hold of him and tried to fly, however it was far to late the creature caught up with us as dust covered us from the falling trees.
I could feel the creature gaze on us as I closed my eyes and prayed for a swift end the heat of the monsters breath on my coat. To my surprise I did not get chomped by a set of sharp teeth instead a long wet tongue met my coat as I was licked instead of eaten. I open my eyes confused was this creature play some sort of game, I could here my sister giggles of delight as I tried to look at the creature and was only met with a large tongue to my face and another coat of saliva.
"Cerberus," my sister laughed out. I looked up in shock my vision cleared to see the monstrous three headed dog. "You oversized puppy, you had us scared to death," my sister laughed as Cerberus tried to drown her in slobber. It was nice seeing our loyal monster dog after so long clearly he still remembered us his tail wagging happily behind him.
"Cerberus," called out the Doctor getting the dog's attention. "It been a while, you remember your good friend the Doctor," holding out his hoof so Cerberus could sniff. The dogs licking him and covering him in drool as my sister and I laughed. "Now that greeting are over I doubt you out here alone, isn't that right boy?" Cerberus wagging his tail in response. "It is in your nature to seek out ponies and protect them and I am sure you have a group here in these woods that you watch over," Cerberus jumps around in a circle as if to agree with the Doctor. "Take us to them Cerberus, take us to our friends," Cerberus crouching down letting us climb on his back taking off into the woods as soon as we were aboard.
Riding on the back of Cerberus is exhilarating watching as trees and rocks wiz by from his speed. My only disappointment of our trip was it was far to short for my liking. We made it to our destination quickly I was sad to get off of the giant dog. On his back we were probably the safest we could ever be in the forest, I scratched him behind the ear in thanks.
The place we were taken looked to me like a giant hole in the ground with stairs. I found it odd, did the ponies in here build this underground place? The stairs were old and worn some looked like only moss held them together, these observations threw out my previous thought. We made our way down the disheveled stair being careful not to let them crumble under our hooves. Together we came to a giant door that towered over us, I can't help but think it looks familiar, as we wonder what to do know that we were there. The Doctor took the initiative and proceeded to knock.
"Doctor, what are you doing?" surprised he would do something so bold.
"I am knocking," giving the obvious. "Seeing if anypony is here," the smirk on his face telling me he was enjoying my reaction.
"What if they attack us?" I state worried.
"This is the only door it not like we can burst in there," revealing the logic to the situation. "Far better to ask for permission than to act hostile," speaking wisdom. The door open with a load creek and there to greet us are three Unicorns magic glowing at the ready.
"Who are you?" one pony asked magic still charged. "Are you minions of Discord?" clearly untrusting.
"We are no minions of Discord," responded the Doctor disgust in his voice.
"How did you find us?" another unicorn spoke.
"Cerby brought us here," my sister replied her wings flared out in defiance.
"Wait wings, horn ... it can't be," spoke the third disbelieving. "The two of you are Alicorns," staring at us in shock. "There is no need for us to be afraid these ponies are friends," as he bowed before us. "Allow me to first to welcome home Princesses," the other two shocked at the revelation bow as well.
"You know who they are?" inquired the Doctor.
"Indeed I do," smiled the Unicorn stallion. "What is more I know who you are Doctor," shocking the Doctor with that statement. "Please come in we have much to talk about," the doors opening wide revealing the pony resistance it hid.
The area was large with make shift tents all around I could see all types of ponies here Pegasus, Unicorns, and Earth ponies all were here. It looks like they found a way to live underground there were clouds for rain and water, some plants were growing too, above it all was a make shift sun to provide light. Looking at it all brought me happiness I could clearly see what can be accomplished when ponies work together. In the center of the rebel camp stood something all to familiar, a pedestal missing five round objects that should be in orbit of each other.
"Doctor this is where the Elements were," telling him of my discovery. "We are back where we started. This is where we left our parents," tears coming to my eyes. My sister joining me in a hug as we cried about what we lost the Doctor rubbing our back to console us.
"To see the three of you here, I thought it would never happen," spoke the Unicorn that met us at the doors. "You three are legends many were starting to think my Great-Grandfather was crazy," his word breaking us from our sorrow.
"May I ask who that pony is?" the Doctor inquired.
"My Great-Grandfather is Starswirl the Bearded," grinned the Unicorn stallion.
"Ah good old Starswirl where is he may I speak to him?" the Doctor sounding happy at seeing his friend again.
"I am sorry," the pony spoke sadly. "Starswirl passed away a lone time ago," I could see the pain on the Doctor face.
"How long were we gone?" the Doctor asked though clearly showing he would rather not know.
"I am not sure," the Unicorn responded. "I have read the journal he left behind so I can guess about one hundred years," it took everything I had to remain standing from the shock of what we were told. A hundred years of living like moles underground from the wrath and fear of Discord.
"Discord left you alone for all that time?" I spoke not understanding why Discord would let anypony for that long.
"Yes and no," he responded sadly. "Discord knows we are here, at least that we are in the Everfree. I don't know if he knows our location. While Starswirl was alive he and Discord had many fights, unfortunately Discord always came out on top. However, Discord enjoying giving Starswirl hope and then dashing it so he let Starswirl go so he could try again," I was angry I could see Starswirl was just a source of entertainment for Discord. "After he passed away Discord decided to leave us alone waiting for the next Starswirl to come along. However, should we leave the safety of the forest he Discord us and make us live in that cursed village of his," remembering the place we left behind to come here. "That is what happened to my wife," he spoke sadly from his memories.
"I am sorry for you loss," spoke the Doctor. "We never did get your name," hoping to change the subject.
"Oh yes silly of me to forget," he laughed slightly. "I am Dusk Shine," introducing himself. I got a better look at this descendant of Starswirl now that I knew who he was. His coat was blue with a hint of very light purple, his mane and tail were darker with streaks of red and purple in them. His cutie mark was a four point star black on the inside with a yellow outline. With a horn a top his head, I saw no signs of him growing a beard to follow in Starswirl's hoofsteps.
"I have a daughter as well close to Celestia's age," he mentioned proudly. "Her name is Midnight Twinkle, I don't see her around otherwise I would introduce you," looking for his daughter.
"I am pleased to meet you and of course you know who we are," the Doctor joked. "The question is how do you know?" wanting to be revealed how this pony knew of us.
"The reason we know of you is because of this," Dusk showing us an old book. "This is Starswirl's journal he wrote everything he could about the three of you. He describes what you look like and even your mannerisms Doctor," the Doctor giving a smile.
"I am glad he did not forget me," he spoke sadly. "Does he write about the Elements of Harmony?" asking the important question.
"There are mentions of them," he reveals. "However, he does not tell where they are only that he hid them," I believing that our mission may just end here. "Though he mentions a message meant for you Doctor. That he coded in his spell book for you to read. Many ponies tried to find this message including myself, but I never could," showing us a black book with the moon and stars on it.
"There is no code that Starswirl has made that I can't crack," the Doctor smiles smugly. Taking the spell book and reading it. "A time travel spell," chuckling to himself. "I just make it a few changes," altering the spell. "There will last longer and be more stable," going through the spell book making changes to age old spells.
"Those works are priceless," Dusk spoke in a worried tone. "What are you doing?" getting frantic at the Doctor actions.
"Solving Starswirl's puzzle of course," he spoke without looking up from the book. "He knew none of you would touch his spells, but I on the other hoof would. Here we are the final spell, looks unfinished,"studying the final spell. "I don't believe I am the one to finish either, though his plan was quite foalish," closing the book.
"Were you able to solve Starswirl's message Grandfather?" Luna asked and I too wanted to know the message.
"Of course I did," the Doctor spoke smugly. "It was rather simple once I saw the mistakes in his spells, he was very clever to hide his message that way. A perfectionist like him would never of put spells like the ones I saw in his book, granted still usable just weaker. He knew the nopony here would mess with his spells it was made for me to change," he spoke proudly of Starswirl's cleverness.
"What does the message say?" I ask wanting to know about the Elements.
"It is better if I show you," he grinned and went to work. The Doctor went around gathering crystals and having Dusk aid him in placing them on the pedestal where the elements once sat and placing a crystal structure in the center of it all. "There now Dusk could you get everyponies attention? This message is meant for them as much as it is for me," waiting until all eyes were on the pedestal.
The Doctor grinned as he had Dusk light up each crystal one after another a sound appearing from each one as it was lit. The order as each one rang out made out a melody that echoed through the chamber. The central crystal lit up on it own playing back the tune. The tune itself was beautiful though I never heard it before I am certain I will never forget it. The sound of the tune made all the crystals in the chamber light up color shining every where. In the center an image appeared, it was Starswirl in the center of the chamber for all the ponies to view.
"Greetings to all to view this message," spoke the large Starswirl image. "Especially you Doctor since I made this message for you to find," he gave a chuckle. "I have no doubt Celestia and Luna are safe and are watching this message with you. If you are viewing this message it means that I have passed on and failed to stop Discord on my own. That is why I left the message and carved it magically into walls of this chamber for you to view when you arrive. My message is of the location of the Elements of Harmony. The simple fact is they are same place they always been," I was confused by this fact. We were in the place where the Elements should be, however they are not. "I could not move them from the pedestal at least physically, however magically I could. The Elements are no longer on this dimensional plane my spell removed them from this time and place," I wonder how we were suppose to get them. "Retrieving them will not be an easy task for when the spell was cast the castle had yet to be moved. However Discord change that when he took the castle and made it float. In order to get the Elements back the castle and this chamber must first be reconnected. After that it is up Celestia and Luna," I listen in knowing what comes next will be very important. "They must summon up the power of the final Element and its power will bring forward the other five," wondering how we were suppose to do this that Element was lost the day it came into the world nopony knew where it was. "I am sorry to push all the responsibility on the two of you, I have the greatest confidence in the two of you," the image giving a smile and fading away.
"What do we do now Doctor?" asked the astonished Dusk.
"Exactly what we need to," the Doctor said confidently. "We reconnect the castle and summon the Elements," stating the obvious.
"How?" asked the confused Dusk. "The castle is floating and is under the control of Discord. It is not like we can ask him to put the castle back," he speaks frustrated.
"Why not?" the Doctor's response surprising us all. "He wants to get at the Elements as much as we do. I am right am I not," speaking to the air.
"Doctor what are you doing?" I ask confused by his actions.
"Come on out," ignoring me and continuing to talk to the air. "Three unknown ponies enter you kingdom, how could you pass up the chance to watch them? Laugh as they wander around confused, but wanting them to solve for you what you could not," his calls to the air getting reactions as if listening to his words. "In a few hours three ponies were able to do what you could not for a hundred years, how frustrating that must be?"
"Who are you talking to Grandfather?" my scared sister squeaked out.
"Who else?" was his response as his words sunk in. "I know your there come out Discord," he calls to the air as everypony waits for the evil king to appear.
"It is no fun when I am called out like that," came a voice from the air. "You are very clever I will give you that, but you will not ruin my moment," said the voice. A bolt of lighting flashed through the air drawing the shape of a crooked tooth smile. "Fee fi fo fum I smell," a distorted nose appeared in the air taking a whiff. "Well I smell something perhaps it is me," another sniff followed by a cough. "Indeed it is me, note to self chocolate milk sours," came a laugh as the most crazy mashed up creature appeared before us.
I could see the body parts of many animals that made up his senseless form. I could see a griffon claw, a lions paw, the slender body like a snake with mismatched horns and wings. He was different colors with scales, fur, and long beard. Everything about Discord made no sense, but everypony around us was stricken with fear by his presence.
"Greetings everypony it is I Discord your Chaotic King," cheers and whistles came from the air using his magic to hail himself. "I know almost all of you here except for you three," his demented eye appearing before us looking us over. "Three unknown ponies appear in my kingdom from no where," reenacting the moment we arrived with magic. "It was the most interesting thing that has happened in a very long time. The dark colored younger one enjoyed herself in my chaos," my sister looking ashamed. "I thought finally somepony that appreciates all the fun I gave this world. Then the grumpy old one told the pony I was evil," his magic showing a much older and grouchy form of the Doctor lecturing us. "This only drew my curiosity a pony that I did not know knew of me and my name and magic. I had to find out more," the magic playing out showing our journey. "I could of stopped you at any time and demanded to know who you were, but what fun was that especially when one of the players knew the game," a picture of the Doctor explaining to me why I should not fly showed. "He knew the rules without me telling him investigated my little town on the suggestion of a filly," certain he said that to annoy me. "Into the forest they went and found safe travel on a giant mutt," showing us riding on Cerberus. "I knew I found somepony important that dog is loyal to very few he is the royal pet after all. My adventure ends here after seeing old mop beard and finding he had one last trick for me," his story closing shutting like a book as it disappeared into a wisp of smoke.
"Were you able to figure out who we are Discord?" the Doctor challenging him without fear.
"These two are simple enough," glowing signs over my sister and I heads saying Celestia and Luna. "They are Alicorns I only knew of three Mo..and Fa..," as it seemed he struggled to remember something. "The Lord and Lady of Equesteria."
"What did you do to our parents?" demanded my sister.
"I did nothing with them," as he looked sad. "They left me, all they did was say we are sorry and we love you and then left," I could feel his anger. "They faded before my eyes and left me all alone," again I could hear sorrow in his voice.
"What of the third?" the question slipping from my mouth.
"Third? There is no third only two," he had clearly forgotten about the third Alicorn. "The two of you are their offspring," focusing back on us. "According to the message left by mop beard you two are the ones that are going to stop me," he let out a burst of laughter.
"Don't think they can stop you," rang out the Doctor voice. "I assure you they can and will," speaking with high confidence in his voice.
"I know they can't," Discord argued back. "Mop beard hid the Elements from me and now I know where they are," he chuckled. "The best part is in order to get them you need to reconnect the castle in order to even use them. All I have do is keep my castle a float and you can never stop me, not well thought out at all on mop beard's part," he said in a board tone.
"Doesn't sound like you at all Discord," the Doctor goaded Discord. "The again you could never beat me no matter how many times you tired," the Doctor speaking of Discord's past.
"Beat me?" Discord laughed. "This is my first time meeting you wrinkled stallion. Who are you any way?" Discord questioned examining the Doctor with a magnifying glass. "You seem familiar, yet I am sure we have never met."
"You have met me before," the Doctor revealed. "In that twisted mind of your hides my identity and how you know me. Let make a challenge of it," the Doctor purposed. "You figure out who I am and you can do with me what you wish, should you give up you reattach the castle," giving his dangerous stakes.
"It has been so long since a pony has stood up to me," Discord thinking about the Doctor's offer. "I also want Celestia and Luna to play with me, I always wanted siblings," I held back my retort that we were not his siblings.
"That choice is not mine to make," spoke the Doctor as he looked over to us.
"We promise to play with Discord," I spoke holding back the disgust in my mouth.
"Then we have a deal," Discord held out his claw and shook the Doctor's hoof. "How did you know the rules to my game?" Discord starting his guessing game.
"We have played before," responded the Doctor. "You enjoyed making your own rules being in control," telling Discord of his nature.
"That does sound like me," Discord agreed. "When did you meet me?" Discord continued.
"Which you do you speak of?" the Doctor asking his own question.
"What do you me which?" I could see Discord was annoyed. "There is only one king of chaos so the being before you," Discord retorted.
"A few minutes ago," the Doctor smirked at Discord.
"You told me I knew you from before," Discord growled I could see his amusement waver.
"I did, you knew me from before you were Discord," the Doctor revealing Discord was not always who he was.
"I have always been Discord," he replied angrily.
"Not always there was a time before," the Doctor tried to remind Discord. "Before you absorb the power of chaos," the Doctor trying to break though to Discord as wind blew around the chamber.
"I always have been chaos," Discord clutching his head. "I remember three ponies when I entered into this world," spoke Discord from his twisted memory. "Two stallions and one mare, I don't remember the mare, one stallion was my teacher he just started growing a beard," I could see the memories were causing him pain. "The other was the one who cast me into the void that took me 20 years to be free. I cursed his name as I was sent away I have forgot his name, but I remember the hourglass cutie mark on his flank," staring at the Doctor's cutie mark, "You," he growled out.
"I was never there on that day," the Doctor trying to calm Discord down. "No matter how much I wanted to be there, no matter how hard I tried I could not be there on the day you needed me the most," Discord charging up his magic, "I am sorry Ev...," never getting to finish his sentence. I watch in horror as he is hit with a blast of chaotic magic.
"Grandfather!" I didn't even realize I was the one to scream it until the words left my mouth. Rushing over to him as he laid on the ground my sister swiftly joining me.
"Don't be so dramatic," came the irritating voice of Discord. "He probably just turn into a gerbil or something, though I never used that much magic on anypony before it will be interesting to see what happens next," clearly getting enjoyment from the Doctor's pain.
I watched as the chaotic bolts of magic danced over his body as he struggled to stay conscience. My sister cried as we watched him spasm his breath short and wheezing. He was in pain and all Discord did was laugh. I wanted so badly to help, but I did not know how. He raised me taught me everything I know turned every adventure into a lesson. He wanted us to call him Grandfather, but I never did because he was more a parent to me then my real parents ever were. I love him, I should of told him that so many times. My sister said it so easily to him when she thought I wasn't around. Why was I so reserved in saying the same? He is my family and he is my friend and I wish so desperately that I could help him.
"Hello little one," came a sweet soft voice in the back of my mind.
"Who are you?" not knowing if I was speaking or not. "Where are you?" looking around in the darkness.
"I am right here," all small light with a purple tint appeared in the dark. "As for who I am we met before. I am here because you called me here," the light giving off a familiar glow.
"Goddess," remembering the softness and feeling I was given when she was around. "The Doctor he been hurt," I say in a panic.
"I know, but don't worry my dear phoenix will rise again," her sorrow leaking into me telling me there was more to it. "You have a destiny to realize," changing the subject. "Grab hold of my power and use it to save Equestria," her voice fades away as I feel the power she spoke of. I take hold of it and the power floods my system. It was the missing element I could feel everypony around me like we were all connected to me they all needed me to save them and to be their friend. Friendship the true power behind the Element of Magic and now it was time to bring it back to Equestria.
I opened my eyes magic glowing around me I could see the surprise in my sister eyes I smiled at her and looked over to the struggling Doctor tears running down my face. Resolute in my decision I set forward to bring the other Elements and stop Discord once and for all. My mind expanded beyond the chamber overlooking the chaotic wasteland I found the castle floating in the air and pulled it back. Discord must of felt my pull because I felt resistance as I pulled the castle to its original place.
"Sister join me together we can stop him," as she took hold of my hoof and the magic coursed through us both. The fight was easy after that as the we rejoined the castle to the chamber. I could feel the other elements and we freed them of their dimensional prison.
"Any last words Discord," the Elements floating around us concentrating their magic.
"It more of a question really," raise his paw in the air. "What do you think of this pose?" giving out a laugh as he was hit with a rainbow of colors and turned to stone. I could feel the shift in the world as every that was wrong was turn right to it's natural state. I could feel the joy in nature as it returned to the way it should be.
"Grandfather," I cried his suffering now my greater concern. "We did it Discord's power has been eliminated, how do you feel?" hoping his suffering has stopped.
"It brings me great joy to hear you call me Grandfather Celestia," he coughed out his pain seeming to be unchanged. "I am very proud of you both in your success. I have a favor to ask of both of you," his coughs getting worse.
"What is it Grandfather?" spoke up my sister ready to help in any way.
"I need you to bring the TARDIS here," we both found this request to be strange.
"Can we even do that Grandfather?" I ask knowing how hard his request may be.
"Yes," his breath now shallow. "Individually you two are powerful in your own right, however together you can do anything. Let that be my final lesson to you," the thought of him leaving us brought tears to both our eyes. "Concentrate join your powers call the TARDIS and it will come," my sister and I touching horns calling out to the Doctor's ship.
I thought that finding the ship would be difficult, such was not the case for us. There are many things I do not not understand about the TARDIS, but right now I believe it may be alive. The TARDIS returned our call. I felt as if it sensed our distress and need for help. The ship gave us no trouble as we locked onto it with our magic letting us find it. Grabbing the TARDIS with magic proved hard it existed in and out of time in so many places it was hard to describe, I believe the ship help us there trusting us to bring it to the Doctor. I wasn't sure we succeeded until I heard what I thought to be the sad wails of the TARDIS appearing before us.
My sister and I help the Doctor into his ship. My sister did little to hide her emotions as tears ran down her snout. I tried to stay strong, but I could not stop some tears from falling. We let the Doctor go as he struggled to stand making his way to the controls, we watched he deserved to say goodby to his ship.
"Celestia, Luna," coughed out the Doctor. "I am sorry I won't get to see you grow into the rulers you were meant to be," we cried as he said his final words. "I am very proud of you both, treat each other well and be kind to the one who replaces me," gasping as he fell to the ground. Wishing I could help as I remember the words of the Goddess, how she said her phoenix would rise again and now the words of the Doctor.
"Luna look," the Doctor starting to glow. Light surrounding his head and legs it getting brighter and brighter. The light around him bursting in a bright flash and then dimming to nothing. There in the Doctor's place was a new stallion unknown to both of us. I wondered as I looked at this new stallion was our victory worth the price we paid.
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The defeat of Discord, the saving of Equestria they barely registered in my mind neither compared to what was happening before me, the Doctor had been replaced. Gone was the elder grey pony who raised me from a filly to the mare I am now. In his place a new stallion who now lays on the floor of the TARDIS recovering from the burst of energy that was just released. I am uncertain of what to make of this new pony, does he even deserve to be called Doctor? He is an interloper destroying my happy family, yet did the Doctor not say to be kind to the one who replaces him? There is so much going on I do not know what to make of it all.
My sister is perhaps doing worse than I. She loved the Doctor from the start, calling him Grandfather out of love and respect. Now a new pony has taken his place just by looking at her I can see pain and confusion in her tear stained eyes. I can only imagine what could be going through her mind this loss is confusing for both of us. When we lost our parents we understood that we would never see them again, this loss is not the same. Our Doctor was gone, but a new one now lays in his place and we are uncertain how we approach this.
The new Doctor started to shift and move around making grunts and groans. We watched as he moved about try to get up on his hooves struggling like a foal who is just learning. His mane is no longer white instead it is black and disheveled covering his head. His coat which was once a light grey has turned darker a dirty type of grey. If he was not wearing the Doctor's old clothes and had taken his place I would never think them to ever of been the same pony.
"No, no this is not good at all," he spoke for the first time in a gravely voice. "This won't do at all far to tight," he muttered to himself as his left the room ignoring us completely.
"What happens now sister?" sadly spoke my sister. "Who was that pony?" not accepting the facts before her.
"I believe that pony is the Doctor," not fully trusting my own words.
"That pony is not Grandfather," she spoke in spite towards the new pony.
"No he is not," I admit to her. "However, before he left us Grandfather wanted us to be nice to this new pony. It was his last request to us," giving her the Doctor's last wish.
"We will try sister," respecting the final request. "But we will never call that stallion Grandfather," she said stubbornly, but I was inclined to agree with her.
"Is that so?" came the voice of the Doctor catching us off guard. "Well I am not one to impose anything. You two our fully grown mares able to make your own choices," his voice sounding hurt to our decision. Turning away from us fiddling with some of the instruments. I notice his clothes had changed. His jacket was different type than before, though still black in color. The thing I noticed most was now he wore a strange bow tie.
"We are sorry Doctor," I apologized quickly. "It is this is just so new to us," as he ignoring us as he blew into device and sound came out. "We don't know how to accept all that has happened," trying to get him to notice me with my flimsy excuses. Moving closer wanting his attention and forgiveness. I notice his cutie mark, it is unchanged the hourglass remains. It was this tiny detail the revealed me the truth he was the Doctor and now I knew if this ever happened again something would remain the same.
Despite my revelation he still ignored my attempts at getting his attention. He just continued to play a strange device that he held in his hooves. It was time I changed my approach if I learned anything from the Doctor is that he loved to hear himself talk and teaching inquisitive minds. I just hoped that this Doctor does as well.
"What is that device you are playing?" honestly curious about it. "You are using it to play music, is it an instrument?" thinking about the instruments I know of such as the horn and drums.
"You are very observant," giving me a response. "Yes it is an instrument," confirming my thoughts. "It was a gift from another planet, they enjoyed their music there. It is called a recorder a wood wind type of instrument. I never thought of playing it before now," taking in rambles and playing the device.
"I would of never known you are quite good with it," giving him praise and feeding his ego.
"I suppose so," playing it a little more. "I see right through you plan to butter me up," he stated stopping his playing looking at me.
"Did it work?" admitting my plan. "Are we forgiven?" giving him the saddest eyes I could.
"I suppose I can't stay mad forever," breaking his stubborn nature under my gaze. "Alright you are forgiven," he smiled at me. "It is for the best anyway a new start and be my own pony, beside be called Grandfather would make me feel old. I have felt this spry in years," jumping around clapping his hooves.
"I suppose re-introductions are in order then," I giggle at his antics. "It is a pleasure meeting you Doctor," offering my hoof for a shake.
"No the pleasure is my Cel... no Princess Celestia," bowing instead of taking my hoof. He truly was different before the Doctor would never bow before anypony. "And a pleasure meeting you as well Princess Luna," turning and bowing to her.
"We thank you Doctor," my sister acknowledging him as a different pony. "We treated you unkindly before we apologize for our behavior," giving the Doctor a bow to show her regret.
"No need to bow before me you are a Princess...," giving pause as his eyes open wide in panic. "No, no we shouldn't be in here we need to leave," fumbling with the controls.
"What do you mean Doctor?" not sure what the rush or the danger is.
"You two are Princesses you should be out there with your subjects," finding the controls. "They need you right now. They have just been freed of years of oppression and then their saviors disappear into a blue box, they might be panicking for all we know," giving us his reason as the doors of the TARDIS open. We rush outside uncertain of what we might find.
We did not meet with panic like the Doctor predicted instead we meet with the opposite, celebration. All around the cavern ponies danced playfully celebrating their freedom. A few of the younger ponies danced around the Discord statue without the fear of the elder generation. I was glad that we did not meet panic I guess this Doctor can be mistaken some of the time.
"Princess Celestia you have emerged from that blue box," came the concerned voice of Dusk. "We did not know what to do when you and your sister entered, so we decided to celebrate while we waited," his reasoning for the festivities.
"It is alright Dusk," assuring him. "After so long under Discord's rule all ponies deserve to have fun," approving of the celebration.
"May I ask what is that strange blue box?" staring at the Doctor's ship. "How were you and you sister able to fit inside?" asking question I was not sure I could explain.
"It is the TARDIS," the Doctor making himself know. "And it is bigger on the inside than it is on the outside," explaining it as it was obvious to all.
"Princess who is this pony?" Dusk asked meeting the new Doctor for the first time.
"Dusk do not ask me to explain, because I am not sure I can," sighing as I accept the truth. "Trust me when I say that this is the Doctor," reintroducing Dusk to the Doctor.
"Forgotten about me already Dusk," he spoke playfully. "Do make sure to try and remember my face this time," giving a smile.
"Of course Doctor," looking shock but shaking his hoof. "How silly of me to forget you," going along with our game.
"Father," called out a voice in the crowd of ponies. "There you are Father," coming out of the crowd was a young mare Unicorn. She had white lightly tinted purple coat with a mane that had streaks of purple and white and even a streak of red. Her cutie mark was that of sparkling star with a turn on it side crescent shape moon which look to be hugging the star. 
"Midnight come and meet the Princesses," Dusk called out to the mare. "Celestia, Luna allow me to introduce my Daughter Midnight Twinkle," beaming with pride as he spoke about her.
"It is a pleasure meeting you Princesses," Midnight bowing to us. "I am glad to see my Father was right about believing in your return, however I was among those who doubted that your return. I ask for forgiveness," bowing to us once more.
"There is nothing to forgive," spoke up my sister. "Even we doubted our return at times," assuring the mare she was not in the wrong.
"Is there something you wanted Midnight?" Dusk asked most likely wondering why she sought him out.
"Yes there is a disagreement at the statue on what to do with it," she spoke about the Discord statue in which the young ponies had danced around not to long ago.
"Let me guess Vortex," he spoke with a sigh while his Daughter nodded. "Let go before he causes more trouble," leading us toward the statue.
"Who is this Vortex?" I ask Midnight.
"Oh that is right Princess you have been gone so you wouldn't know how this place was founded," flustered to be talking to me so closely. "It is interesting tale would you like to hear it?" I nod. "After your disappearance and Discord started his rule ponies were lost and confused. They did not know who to turn to or what to do," I felt bad for those left behind. "Starswirl lead a resistance against Discord, however he need ponies that other ponies would follow. Who better than the original founders of Equestria. He sought out help from each one of them gathering ponies to protect from Discord. For the longest time it was just hiding place to place until Discord took the castle. They made a base of operations underground with working weather and a sun. This place became their home and as you can guess they had descendants and Vortex is one. He is the descendant of Commander Hurricane. All of the descendants took on leadership roles taking over follow the founders hoofsteps. With my Father as the untitled leader of the group," full of pride for her Father.
"Did they make your Father leader because of his relation to Starswirl?" ask my sister listening to the story with interest.
"Well no," she said sheepishly. "Many ponies assume that, however it is because he is also the descendant of Clover the Clever," revealing the truth about Starswirl's family.
"I knew he had a family," remarking to the revelation. "I just never knew who with," getting over the shock.
"Most tend to keep their private lives secret," the Doctor joined in the conversation. "Starswirl was no different," sounding not surprised by what we just heard.
"I suppose you knew all along," I accuse him.
"Of course," giving me a familiar smile that I associated with the Doctor. Despite the difference of appearance deep down he still is the Doctor.
We arrived at the statue of Discord a large gathering of ponies surrounding it. From what I could tell it looked like a heated dispute between two ponies the other ponies taking one side or the other. The looking at two ponies who argued I could see a multicolored maned Pegasus, most likely Vortex and another pony who appears to be an Earth pony.
"Doing that may set him free," catching the Earth pony mid argument.
"Better than risking him getting free on his own," countered the Pegasus.
"What is going on here?" rang out Dusk's voice stopping the argument. "Vortex, Cinnamon explain," as the two tried to shout over each other. "One at a time please. Cinnamon you go first," picking the Earth pony mare.
"Gladly," spoke the reddish brown mare. "Everything was going fine until Vortex came along," earning a grunt from the Pegasus. "I was keeping the younger ponies away from the statue, they just didn't understand the suffering he caused. Then Vortex being all high and mighty that he is says we should smash the statue rid the world of Discord once and for all," earning a shocked look from Dusk.
"Vortex is this true?" earning a nod from the Pegasus. "Continue Cinnamon," looking back at the mare.
"I was against it," Cinnimon continued. "I believed that Discord would only escape and cause terror once more. That about sums up the argument," giving her side to the story.
"Anything to add Vortex," from the looks of it the Pegasus had something to say.
"I am right it should be smashed," sharing his thoughts with everypony. "We let him sit in his statue and he will escape on his own. We should smash it and be free of him once and for all," not caring what we thought.
"I would advise against it," spoke out the Doctor.
"Who the hay are you?" challenged Vortex.
"This is the Doctor," Dusk countered. "Also with me is Princess Celestia and Princess Luna. The reasons why we are free from Discord," making the ponies aware of our presence. We were graciously met by each of the ponies except for Vortex who only grunted his greeting to us.
"Perhaps it would be best if we left it up to the Princesses on what we should do with Discord," Dusk reasoned. Which was made with approval by the other ponies there, even Vortex relented.
My sister and I were at a loss on what to do. This may be our first act as rulers of Equestia we did not want to get it wrong. We looked at it from both sides and found good reason within both. Vortex may be right Discord may one day escape and inflict chaos on the land. However Cinnamon may also be right and trying to break the statue of Discord will only free him that much sooner.  Neither of us knew what to do. I looked to the Doctor for some guidance only to find him gone. I looked around finding him looking at the statue in question.
"I think he would look quite nice in a garden, don't you?" he spoke when he noticed me looking at him.
"He is dangerous Doctor," I reasoned. "We can't put him in a garden like an ornament," not making sense of his antics.
"Why not?" he countered. "I think it would suit one quite nicely. Imagine the insult greatest threat to the world a lawn sculpture," he laughed.
"This is serious Doctor," I sighed at his foalishness. "We are deciding if the statue should be destroyed or not," trying to take back the situation.
"Of course what was I thinking," I can tell he is being sarcastic. "Let's smash it that would solve all our problems. It will destroy everything as we know it, but who cares smash away," he huffed as I caught the phrase everything that we know will be destroyed.
"Doctor what do you mean everything will be destroyed?" want clarification on his statement.
"Have you forgotten already Celestia?" I could hear the disappointment in his voice. "He may be the Element of Chaos, but he is also the Element of Change as well as the source of magic," as the realization dawned on me.
"I am sorry that I forgot Doctor it was foalish of me to even consider his destruction," turning back to the ponies watching us. "For those of you who don't know Discord is much more than the embodiment of Chaos he is a source of change and magic," many of the ponies did not believe this. "His destruction would mean no magic, no flight, and no change in other words life would cease to exist," I could hear the ponies gasp as they realize his true importance.
"Also Discord is very much alive," the Doctor interrupted. "He is only in state of stasis or sleep if you will. Destroying the statue would be the same as murder," the ponies who wanted his destruction now looking sorry for the suggestion.
"My sister and I will keep Discord contained," making my promise to the ponies. "We will do everything we can to make sure he doesn't get free and should he ever then we reseal him to keep his threat contained," many of the ponies cheered for us. "Thank you Doctor," giving my thanks for leading me on the right path.
"No need I am sure you would of come up with the solution on your own," being modest as he gave a smile.
"What should we do if the statue does become cracked?" questioned my sister. "Will he break out?" I too was not sure what to do.
"Don't worry about that," the Doctor spoke calmly. "Only his own power or that which sealed him away can free him. You could slingshot his statue into a crystal wall and there wouldn't be a scratch on it," he grinned as I realized the Doctor had played us all.
This new Doctor was still a mystery to me every so often I could see who he once was, but most of the time he was somepony else entirely. He smiled often and acted like a foal doing things that made little sense to all, but him. He is a very strange pony indeed, but I know deep down he wants to help and has a drive to so. While I may not understand his methods, yet I am certain that he has a reason for it I will have to learn to trust him.
"Doctor why are pacing around like that?" asked my sister as we and the other ponies enjoyed the celebration.
"Oh it is nothing, I am just worried over nothing," as he continued his pacing.
"If it were nothing you would not be so nervous," she countered. "You can tell us we will listen," I can see my sister is trying to reach out to this Doctor.
"I am worrying about the other ponies outside this cavern," he explains. "They must be confused about what is going on," reminding us of the other ponies who have freed.
"We think we understand Doctor," Luna nodded. "You fret over the fact that they are free from Discord power and likely don't where they are and may panic," as she try to understand the Doctor worries.
"Well yes there is that," agreeing with her reasoning. "However, I am more worried the fact when they realize that there is no sun or moon in the sky."
"What do you mean Doctor?" I interrupt the topic getting my attention.
"Well with Discord gone that means the rising and setting of the sun and moon has stopped," I nod following his thoughts. I believe the constant rising and setting of the sun would be more of a relief than worry. "If he is not moving them than what pony is?"
"If he is no longer controlling them then they should be under our power, should they not?" reasoned my sister as I nodded with her in agreement.
"Are they under your control?" answering back with my sister own question. I thought on the Doctor question the way he asked it troubled me. With Discord no longer in power the sun and moon should be under our power. However that is not what he asked, he asked are they under our control. I could only come up with one terrifying answer, no. The sun and moon were not under our control which meant the sky was a void with nothing in it. If it were to stay that way then all life would end, we needed to hurry.
"Sister we must go," I tell her. "We must run get to the top of the castle the sun and moon will never rise unless we do," as she realizes the situation and spreads her wings as if to fly. "No sister we will teleport," as I use my magic and whisk us and the Doctor away.
When one is using teleportaion magic they always must aware of where they are teleporting to. If a pony is not aware of there surrounding they could end up teleporting themselves into a wall or some object. While I lived in the castle for a few years before escaping with the Doctor many things of could of changed since then. Therefore I went to the room I knew best and the one most likely not of been changed, Luna's and my bedroom.
We arrived in a flash of light falling in a heap in the center of the room. I took a few minutes to get my bearings and look over the room I once slept in. Nostalgia swept over me along with my tears it was just how I left it all those years ago. My bed was a mess unkempt with blankets everywhere. I remember I did not want to get up that morning tired of learning the same lessons over and over again. The only thing that seemed to be on my bed was my pillow and on it was a stuffed toy pony stitched together by my mother. The tears leaked out as remember how she made me the toy for the day I was to be born. It was her sky blue color as she made it to look a bit like her. My sister had one as well made out to look like our father. Her side of the room was different than mine her bed was made and everything neatly put away. There was only one thing off about our room that caught me off as odd.
"Sister," spoke Luna breaking out of my thought. "This is our room," I nod it was the only place I could think of bringing us. "If no one has been in this room for a hundred years then why is there no dust?" asking the same question I was thinking to myself. The room was just as we left it except clean and free dirt and dust I could not explain it.
"Well this is all very nice and all, but don't we have something important to do?" the Doctor reminding us we still had to gain control over the sun and the moon.
We raced to section of the castle where our parent's rooms were. We entered the room not knowing what we would find. To our surprise everything seemed to be in order all of Discord's influences gone, unless he left this room untouched. Attached to the room was a balcony on the balcony was alter dedicated to the sun and moon. The alter was large it had a set of stairs to walk up to it. Four columns stood around the center two were black with the moon carved into them. The other two were white with the sun carved into them. The center was a large round stone carved into it was the sun and moon sharing the same place as equals it was here we would make contact with the two.
"We are here," taking my place on the alter looking up to the empty sky. "What do I do Doctor?" unsure how to proceed.
"How should I know?" a response from him I did not want to hear. "I was kind of hoping you knew," admitting the he knew nothing.
"I don't know," I admitted. "I only watched my mother do this once," as I started to panic.
"Now calm down Celestia," the Doctor trying to relax me. "While I was not given all the secrets I did ask your mother what it was like raising the sun. Do you want to know what her answer was?" I nod. "She said it was like talking to an old friend. That is what you should do talk to the sun," he smiled at me as if it would be the easiest thing in the world.
I close my eyes and concentrated. I remembered when I was younger I thought I could hear the voice sun on the planet that had both night and day. The Doctor had to stop me from talking to it for fear that I would gain control of it. Ever since then I had to block out the voices of every sun for each world we went. I could hear them no more, I had become deaf to their voices. Now I had to reopen that ability and try and reach the sun.
Reawakening an ability that has become dormant proved to be a challenge in itself. No matter how hard I tried I could not form the key needed for my lock. I tried everything I could think of to unlock my ability to speak to the sun nothing worked, perhaps I lost the talent. The idea of losing something that was ingrained into my very being was heart wrenching. I was lost, alone, and confused nopony could help me here I was on my own. I was trapped in a void all alone searching frantically for somepony anypony to end the loneliness. Then I felt it, another's presence in the dark. I could feel their desperation begging to be free the loneliness. I could feel their sadness I wanted to hold and console and tell them they were not alone. So I did.
"There is no need to be scared you are not alone," I spoke up hoping I could be heard.
"Who is there?" from the darkness came a soft mare like voice. I could feel that she was frightened.
"I am a friend," searching the darkness, but finding nopony.
"That is what the other one said, but that was a lie," sounding both angry and hurt at the same time.
"Who lied to you?" wanting to punish that individual. I have this strange desire to protect this voice though I have no clue who they are.
"The distorted one," could she be speaking of Discord? "He promised fun and laughter," confirming my thoughts. "All I had to do was tell him my name. I refused if he were truly was my friend he would know my name already. Then he said he did not really need to know my name he only wanted to control me," I could hear the pain that she been put through as tears came to my eyes. "Then he shoved me into darkness where I have been trapped ever since. You are the first voice I have heard in a very long time," I could feel her hope, but her past pain made her wary.
"The distorted one is gone now," wanting to give her hope. "You are free, you do not need to fear anymore," hoping the voice would come out of hiding.
"I am glad the distorted on is gone," I could feel the warmth of her relief. "However I am still not free," sadness over came me.
"How can you be free?" wanting to help her no matter what.
"A true friend must speak my name to free me," a rush of heat covered me as she spoke. "Once they do I will see my sky once more," I saw a light small yet vibrant and full of energy. I quickly realized who I was speaking with it was the sun. Now I understood the Doctor's words I could not control the sun I had to treat her as an equal, be her friend.
"I understand to be your friend I must know your name," I could see the glimmer of light as it burned brighter. The waves of emotions washed through me as I realized her name, it was if I always knew it even though I was never told it. "It is a pleasure to meet you Mitra, I am Princess Celestia I hope we can be great friends," the glimmer burst into a rainbow of colors I could feel her joy pulse through me.
"Thank you Celestia for setting me free," everything glowing around me as I looked into the heart of the sun. "I look forward to bringing to light to your would everyday," sending her thanks to me. The bright world around me melted as I looked around I was back on the alter.
"How did it go?" asked the Doctor. I could see him smiling as he looked at something bright light on his face. I turned to look and the sun was now in the sky.
"It went well Doctor," I smiled looking at the my new friend as she shined in the sky.
"It is Luna's turn now," spoke the Doctor as my sister made her way to the alter. "The sun will need to set in order for her to connect with the moon," I nod in understanding.
"Of course Doctor," asking my new friend to go down. "Remember sister it is like talking to a friend," I encourage her as I step off the alter. I watch as she take a breath and closes her eyes. I do not know what she is doing to contact the moon. I can see her face as it is all scrunched up and her breath speeding up and slowing down and her body reacting erratically. I can only guess the she is having as a difficult time as I was. Soon it all ended as she relaxed and a smile grazed her lips and I watched the moon rise. It was a beautiful sight as the stars came out appearing like tapestry in the night sky.
"We did it sister," Luna spoke out in joy. "We spoke to the moon we did as you said and treated him like a friend. It was a wondrous experience," she spoke in elation.
"I understand I had a similar experience," smiling along with her.
"I for one am honored," the Doctor bowing before us. "To witness the coronation of the two of you is a great honor. Watching take your places as Princess of Equestria fills me with pride or is it Queens now?," surprising us with his question.
"No Doctor," I answer. "We are Princesses. The title of Queen belongs to our Mother," my sister nodding in agreement.
"Very good," he nodded accepting our decision. "Have you decided if your going to make it day or keep it night?" changing the subject to the time of day. "As of right now nopony knows which it is they haven't had a stable day in many years," reminding us of Discord's influence.
"I believe it is best to keep it night for now," coming to a decision. "Let the ponies rest easy and sleep without fear. When the sun rises again it will be the dawn of a new day and the start of our rule," acting like the ruler I was meant to be.
"Splendid," the Doctor exclaimed as he head back inside. "Come along you two there is still much to do," as we followed him back into the castle. Unfortunately our joyous mood was cut short.
Inside the castle the room felt different than before it had an odd feeling it sent shivers down my spine. I could see the Doctor and my sister felt it too. Could this be some trap left behind by Discord? Out side the wind picked up and the moon seemed to glow brighter.
"Luna," noticing the moon's glow. "Are you doing this?" unsure if this was her doing or not.
"No sister," surprised as I was. "I do not know what is going on," as the shadows from the moonlight stretched into the room.
"I had hoped they were gone," the Doctor seeming to know what is going on. "Apparently I was wrong," his tone filling us with fear. "Don't worry they won't hurt us, well Luna at least," as the shadow surrounded us in a circle. I wanted to ask who he was talking about, but I never got to as the shadow separated into ten pieces and took shape. Each shadow took the shape of a pony, but that was where the similarities ended everything else was from a nightmare. They had golden reptilian like eyes and leathery bat like wing and there teeth were sharp like that of a lion's. They grunted and hissed stomping their hooves scaring my sister and I.
"Who are they Doctor?" came the timid voice of my sister.
"Luna say hello to you loyal soldiers the Night Guard," we were both surprised by this revelation. These terrifying ponies were Luna's protectors? Before we could decide what to do one of the Guard step forth and started yelling at the Doctor in some language I did not understand. I could only tell he was yelling by the volume in which using while speaking with the Doctor.
"Sister we can understand what that pony is saying," I look at her in surprise. "We don't understand how, but the language he is speaking it is as if I knew it my whole life," the sounds of bat winged pony's voice were meaning less to me.
"What is he saying?" wanting to know why this odd pony was yelling at the Doctor.
"He is yelling at me for being so informal with Luna," replied the Doctor as the Guard stopped yelling at him and stared. "What are you surprised I can understand you?" he mocked the stunned Guard. "Here check this out perhaps you remember it," showing the Guard his cutie mark.
"Doctor," it's nightmarish voice spoke out is spite and anger.
"I guess that is a yes," he backed away as it looked like it may attack. "Don't be to hasty now," the Doctor trying to calm it. "Don't want to attack a friend of your Mistress in front of her do you?" the Guard halting his movements. "No, I didn't think so," acting like he wasn't scared from before.
"Doctor," I call out. "What is going on? Who are these ponies?" frustrated with what was going on around me.
"I would rather avoid the issue if I could," earning a stubborn stare from me and a pleading one from my sister. "Fine I will tell you," he relents with a sigh. "You may not like what your about to hear," he warns as he goes into his tale.
He tells us of a dark time in our world before Equestria was formed. The tale was about our Father, he was apparently a much different pony before he met our Mother. He lived in fear of being betrayed not knowing who his friends were and who were his enemies. Therefore he came up with a plan to change all that. He gathered ten of the most loyal of his followers and offered them immortality. The price they would pay for his gift would be their bodies and become creatures of the shadow. They would never see the sun again and if his power was to ever leave this world they would fade away only to awaken if his power returned. They would be his soldiers for all eternity and all they had to do was swear absolute loyalty to him and they did. It seems these Shadow Knights have returned to serve the one with my father's power, my sister. 
"We do not want to force these ponies into servitude anymore," my sister speaking out against our Father's sin. "Doctor is there anyway for us to set them free?" pleading to him for an answer.
"I do not know," he said somberly."Your Father never told me how the deal worked and I was not there to stop it," he spoke in regret. "How about it?" turning to the Knight. "Your Mistress asked a question. Is there anyway to set you free?" the Guard grunted and shook his head, I was uncertain if he wanted to be free or not.
"You will answer the Doctor," demanded my sister. The Knight's attitude change as he spoke in his strange language to the Doctor and my sister.
"Well that is not good," the Doctor replied after the the Knight stopped speaking. "Luna I will do my best to find a way to set them free," he promised my sister. "However for now they follow you. It will be up to you to guide them, I know you can do it," placing his confidence in her abilities.
"We under stand Doctor," as her horn admits a light glow and the Knights faded back into the shadows.
"Well that was interesting," the Doctor acting excited once more. "However we still have other pressing matters ahead of us. Such as what to do with the ponies living in the caverns below?" the Doctor was right we had forgotten about them.
"We will give them lodging here in the castle," I replied. "In the morning they will will be free to go where they wish. Reuniting with loved ones and rebuilding their lives," the Doctor nodding his head in approval.
"Splendid," he replied ecstatically. "Let get to work shall we," beaming a smile at us.
Moving the ponies from the caverns to the castle was an epic migration. I had no idea so many ponies lived down there, to think it was like that for generations. Some were hesitant to stay in the castle in which Discord once ruled, but with some persuasion we were able to empty the caverns. After it was empty we decided it was best to seal it off. Though it was a refuge for many ponies it was also a reminder of Equestria's dark past. We wanted to move on from the past and look towards the future. Before sealing the caverns we made sure to retrieve everything of importance such as Starswirl's books, the Elements of Harmony and of course the Doctor's TARDIS. We sealed away the caverns closing the door forever, I could feel the strong magical flow within. The cavern could perhaps be a refuge again someday, hopefully it will never be needed.
"You two look tired," came the concerned voice of the Doctor. "Perhaps you should rest, It would not be wise to rule while your weary. You don't want to fall asleep on the job," chuckling as he joked.
"You are right Doctor," I yawn in agreement. "Equestria needs it rest and so do we," bidding my sister good night as she left to rest. "Doctor you will be here in the morning won't you," afraid he may disappear on me.
"Of course I will be Celestia," putting my mind at ease. "I wouldn't miss your coronation for the world. Why do you ask?" wanting me to reveal my fears.
"I believed I lost you once today already," remembering his transformation. "I don't think I could handle it if I lost you again so soon," I cry.
"I won't lie to you Celestia," the Doctor looks down sadly. "I can't stay forever. There is a whole universe out there for me to protect and explore," reminding me of his own duties. "However I am not leaving right away," giving me a smile. "I have to repair TARDIS and besides you might need me to meddle to keep you on your hooves," giving me that trouble making grin which caused me to laugh.
"Thank you Doctor," biding him goodnight. As I traveled to my new room I thought about the events that occurred, but mostly on the Doctor's change. This new Doctor acted very differently from the old, yet still held onto the same ideals. I am growing into accepting that they were same pony, but each is still different in their own way. My sister was right he will never replace Grandfather, but I don't think I want him too. He is fine the way he is. He can be silly at times, but that is part of his charm. I look forward to getting to know this new Doctor. Right now I need to focus on the new responsibilities I will have, as a ruler of Equestria. Will I be a good ruler? I can only hope. I can only put one hoof in front of the other as a step into a new day and new life.
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I was awaken, rather rudely, by the screams of the Doctor. When this first happened I burst out of my bed to find out what was happening. Was a crises happening? Were we under attack? After about three months of similar "emergency situations" I have learned to take my time. Why the Doctor couldn't wait until I was actually up was beyond me. I have no idea the actual time or how long until I have to wait to raise the sun, for all I know it could be hours. I lay splayed out on my bed wondering if I should go back to bed. However with the echoes of the Doctor's voice made that impossible.
I have faced horrors and evil beyond the comprehension of most ponies, however all of them pale in comparison to a bored Doctor. He often has to find ways to keep himself entertained and more often than not it leads him into trouble. Last week it was visiting Earth ponies, the week before that the Pegasus, and the week before that the Unicorns. I believe the Doctor as managed to annoy each of the Pony tribes more than once. I can't help, but partially blame myself. It was I who he made a promise to, to remain here with me as long as needed. It is this self imposed detainment that is the cause of his unrest. The Doctor is use to travelling from place to place, however his promise holds him here. There are times I think I can let him go, however memories of my past loses surface and I lose my resolve. Perhaps I can never let him go, but I will try for him.
My getting up from my bed was slow. Mostly because I did not want to, I wonder if it bad for the raiser of the sun to dislike mornings? Letting out a yawn I finally got up and levitated my crown placing it on my head. I did not bother to get out of my robe, perhaps I could resolve this quickly and go back to bed. I could still hear the calls of the Doctor echoing though the halls. I wonder who he annoyed this time, maybe the guards finally had their fill of him. Why he needs to make a spectacle out of himself? He knows where my chamber is if he really needed my help he could easily knock. Instead he creates an uproar usually waking everypony in the castle up.
"Oh good Celestia I found you," spoke the Doctor out of breath as I left my chamber. "I have been searching every where for you," part of me doubting that statement.
"I was in my chamber Doctor," I responded. "Having a nice dream until I was rudely awoken by somepony," starring at him to convey my annoyance.
"That is terrible. I hope that pony learns some manners," pretending he is not the source of my ire. "You know a lot can be said about some ponies through their dreams," changing the subject. "Dreams can tell you their desires or fears and even the future. Did you know that Celestia?" while I did not it did not change the fact he was completely dodging the real issue. "Indeed dreams can give one insight into the future. Since you were having a good dream I do hope that means a good future for Equestria," I too hoped that as well.
"Doctor," trying to put a stop to his prattling. "Why were you searching for me?" trying to get back to the matter at hoof.
"What, oh yes why was I?" forgetting why he was here. "Why did you go and distract me by talking about your dreams," blaming me for his memory loss. Before I could berate him a roar came down the hall. "That is why," hiding behind me. I watch as a creature barrels down the hall. It red scales glimmering in the moon light. It wings spread out as ran towards us it slitted reptilian eyes focused on the Doctor. There was little doubt in my mind what is was.
"A Dragon," I berate the Doctor. "You went and pissed off a dragon," scolding him. "Do you know how much my sister and I had to go through to get the Dragons to come here. And you go and annoy one," trying to keep calm as a dragon stares us down.
"It wasn't my fault," acting innocent. "I was curious, first time to examine a dragon up close you know," giving me his excuse.
"You taught me about Dragons," reminding him about his teaching days.
"That may be true," accepting my point. "However I never really had a chance to study one up close. How could I pass up an opportunity like this?" pointing a hoof to the glowering dragon.
"You wait if course," chastising the Doctor. "You ask the dragon politely to study him. After all you told me yourself that dragons can be reasoned with," pointing out the Doctor was the reason why we invited the dragons in the first place.
"I was to excited to wait," he pouted. "Besides if I had asked I would of never gotten to see the hunting habits of a dragon," he excitedly revealed.
"Are you telling me you been studying the dragon as he chased you!" very tempted to let the dragon have the Doctor.
"Of course," shrugging it off as if it was standard practice. "While not my original intent information is still information," the Doctor showing he is a pony can learn under any situation.
"Then what did you do that made the dragon angry?" struggling very hard to keep my head.
"I never meant for the dragon to wake up," the growling dragon proving that the Doctor's plan went sour. "I was very interested in the dragon's skin, actually it scales, which is very strong. So sturdy in fact it is said to impervious to most weapons and even magic," hoping his rambles would soon get to the point. "However they also need to be light and flexible for movement and flight. When I touched the sleeping dragon I was astounded to find the scales were very smooth. Naturally I had to find out the magical properties in the scale and I happened to see one that looked loose," I understood quickly where this story was going.
"You pulled a scale out of a sleeping dragon," wanting to knock some sense into him. "Doctor this has to be one of the dumbest things you done," I scolded him like a foal. "Dumber than when you sneaked into that Ursa Major's cave and took a star from it's coat," giving him an example of one of the many dumb things he has done recently.
"I got out of it intact didn't I?" acting superior.
"Only because my sister calmed it down and replaced the star you took," reminding him how he got out of that mess.
"Oh yes," he smiled sheepishly. "I had forgotten," his selective memory coming back.
"Hopefully I can reason with this dragon before it decides to tear you apart," the Doctor only nodding in agreement. As I stare down the dragon I can't help, but remember the Doctor's lessons about them. He told us that they are reasonable creatures, however they are fearsome and quick to anger. Apparently this Doctor forgot that part. There were only two ways to deal with enraged dragon. The first was to stand your ground and fight them any dragon will acknowledge you as their superior, if you can beat them in a fight. The other way was to bribe them, dragons love jewels and treasure more than anything else. The Doctor taught us that in dragon society the larger the hoard to more respect you gained. Young dragons would often try and steal from older ones to gain recognition. This dragon looked young, after all it could run down our halls without getting stuck. I did not want to fight it just in case it was the juvenile of an elder. I hope I can reason with it, but I will keep other options open.
"Greetings I am Princess Celestia," hoping my name would throw him off the attack. "While the summit is the morning," reminding him of why he was here. "It is a pleasure to meet one of the Dragon representatives. May I ask who I am addressing?" using another lesson of the Doctor's, when faced with aggression act polite.
"Smolder," growled the young red dragon. "Our Clan Elder spoke of you Celestial pony," I was right about my hunch. "Told us to treat you with respect," my hopes going up about easily getting easily out of this mess. "However you stand between us and the one who dishonored us," snarling at the Doctor. Smolder's words made me recall something else from my lessons with the Doctor. They held their scales in very high esteem a source of pride and honor. To remove one was considered one of the worst things to do to a Dragon and demanded retribution, usually the life of the guilty one.
"The Doctor meant no harm," wanting to many painful things to him for his stupidity. "He was just curious," knowing my excuse would fall on deaf ears.
"That matters not," Smolder hissed. "He will pay for his injustice to us," poising to attack.
"The Doctor is my council and friend," though annoying. "He was present with me and my sister when we came and met your Elder. He is the sole reason why your Elder is hear now. To attack him would be like attacking me," hoping my power play would work. Basically telling Smolder that attacking the Doctor may invoke war between the Dragons and Ponies, one neither could afford.
"The pony dishonored us retribution must be made," showing he was conflicted with what to do next.
"I agree," shocking the Doctor and Smolder with my statement. "However as I said before attack the Doctor would be like attacking me, that means I see the Doctor actions as my own," acting like a ruler would to defend a subject. "Therefore I will pay the retribution," serious in my conviction. I knew the Dragon would not accept any old thing, after all his honor was a stake. Smolder would only accept something that I held in high value. Unfortunately I was unprepared I had only one thing I could offer him, I was currently wearing it and it wasn't my robe.
"Smolder the crime I have done to you was terrible," my heart heavy as I accept the Doctor's mistake as my own. "As is your right to demand justification must be paid. In the name of piece it is not my life I offer, but something I hold in high value," using my magic to remove the crown from my head and present it to Smolder. His eyes changing from rage to desire. "This is my crown presented to me by the ponies of Equestria when they accepted me as their Princess. Do you accept my offering and your retribution paid," keeping my tears in check not wanting to part with the gift.
"Yes, yes!" he exclaimed excitedly. It wouldn't of surprise me if he had forgotten about the Doctor in his excitement. With a deep sorrow I release my magic on the crown. Smolder wastes little time snatching it from the air and running off with it. My action would probably make Smolder on of the most celebrated dragons in their society, but that mattered little to me. I had just given away the gift given to me by the ponies when I became their Princess. All to save the Doctor. I wanted to yell at him, but I didn't have the heart to do it.
"Excellent," came the Doctor's voice with the clapping of his hooves. "That was splendid Celestia. You shown yourself as a true Princess of Equestria," giving me praise. "All it cost you was a trinket, definitely less valuable than a ponies life," giving him the best angry glare I could muster. "Ah still angry with me I see," his words severely understated. "I know how to fix it, a reward. Come on follow me," going into my chambers before I could say anything. I don't why, but I followed him inside. Humoring him I doubt there is anything he could do to fix this problem, unless he could get my crown back.
"Now where is it?" he mutters to himself. I watch as he searches my chamber. He looks in my book cases, my mantel, my bed, and several other places.
"Doctor what are you looking for?" breaking down in frustration.
"Your reward of course. Ah here it is," pushing on the statue of a Unicorn head. The room rumbled as the wall opened up. I was shocked when it revealed a glass case, however what shocked me most what was inside. It was a gold crown it has three points and at the center and longest point was a purple diamond shaped jewel. The case also held a collar it held a copy of the jewel in its center as it sparkled as if alive. The engraved designs were the work of a master.
"What... where...how," unable to form a question due to my shock.
"I knew you would like it," not sure how he got that idea. "As I said before it is your reward for before. The where your Mother had it made for you when you were young. I am sure she would be glad to see you wearing it," my Mother even now she watches over me.
"You knew this was here," expressing my surprise.
"Of course," The Doctor's ability to surprise never ceasing. "She told me all about it and the magical enchantments protecting it. I was just waiting for the right moment to give it to you and here it is," he trotted around proud of himself. "Do wear it in good health, but I would wait until your meetings with the Dragons is over," warning of what it would look like if I came in wearing a new crown so soon.
"Of course Doctor," turning around to find him gone. I turn back looking at the case thinking of my Mother as she had this designed for me. It was then it dawned on me of what the Doctor said, "he was waiting for the right moment." He was testing me. He had it planned out from the beginning. The Dragon, my crown all of it, he knew how it was going to turn out. Perhaps everything he has done has been a test. The things with the Pegasus, Unicorns, and Earth ponies. Each one started out bad with the Doctor taking something that was sure to set them off and left me to solve it. Each time it worked out and each time the bond between me and my subjects was stronger than it may have been before. Why did I not see this? I forget sometimes how clever the Doctor is, especially when he acts like a foal. However this entire time it has been a test to see if I am ready to be a good ruler to my kingdom. The showing me this gift from my mother means he finally believes I am ready. I want to thank him, however that will have to wait I have a sun to raise and a meeting to get to.
The meeting between myself and the Dragons went surprisingly well, apparently the Elder found out about my altercation with Smolder. When he revealed this fact to me I was worried all our hard work for piece was for not. However I could of never been more wrong. It had brought the Elder great pride to see that his Juvenile obtained his first piece of treasure, the fact it once belonged to one of the royal sisters only raised its value. The Elder also knew how the piece of treasure was obtained and believed I handled the situation honorably. However it wasn't these facts that the Elder used to come to his decision to make piece with the ponies. It was my attire or lack of it that gave us the tipping point in our negotiations.
When I was dressing for this important event I dressed in the finest dress made in the finest material. I combed my mane till the colors blended seamlessly. I had my shoes shined and polished till they looked brand new everything was perfect, except for for one small fact. I had no crown to go on my head, having traded to a Dragon for the Doctor's life. I thought about adorning my new crown to replace the old, but then I remember the Doctor's warning and decided to go without. Though I had to avoid questions from my subjects and my sister on it whereabouts I am glad I did. The fact I did not wear my crown was what drove his choice, though he did not reveal that fact till afterwards.
The Elder had requested a private meeting between us and due to our new alliance I saw no reaso to refuse. When I arrived the first words out of his mouth were, "I see you did not wear your new crown." I was shocked and asked how he knew of it. He did not answer right away instead he describe my new crown and collar in detail. When I asked my question a second time he revealed to me he was the forger of my attire. He told me of a time long ago when Dragons were the best forgers in the world, no pony could match their skill. They could control the flame to the greatest precision and the fact their fire was born of magic only enhanced the metal. However it all changed with the arrival of Discord his presence made the Dragons go into hiding. Unlike ponies they could not cultivate their own food so they were left with little choice, they had to sleep. Though Dragons can normally sleep for a hundred years to force sleep without preparation is far harder. Magic had to be used and on a magical resistant species that magic comes with a cost. For them it was their minds. Forgotten were some of the skills they possessed, their history for others, and for some they became feral unable to speak even in Dragon tongue. He warned me that even though we had piece not all Dragons would follow and to be cautious around all his kind. I thanked him for his words and for my new crown. He only smiled and said there was more to it than to be worn and flew away after his riddle.
My trot back to my room was slow, I was exhausted. My day had started far to early. I wish I could crawl back into bed and sleep the rest of the day away. Unfotunately only half the day had passed. I still had other meetings to get to, most dull run by those snooty Nobles. If I did not need their support to run things smoothly I would have banished them long ago. 
"Sister, sister," came the shout of Luna disturbing my thoughts.
"Yes Luna," seeing the face of worry on her. "Should you not be in bed," concerned for her. "It is the afternoon you should be resting before the night comes," even though I was sleep deprived I did not want her to be as well.
"We know sister," giving me a pout. "We heard about your altercation," meaning she knew how I loss my crown. "Why did you not tell us."
"I believed it best not to tell," also not wanting to be embarrassed. "It was a private matter and I handled it," hoping to end the conversation there.
"You are very brave sister," confusion forming in my mind from her words. "We do not think we would of been able to do what you did. To do such a task on your own you are far stronger than our subjects believed," her words full of pride for me.
"What did I do my dear sister?" wondering why she held such pride for something I felt shame for.
"You fought the Elder Dragon and won," acting like she had witnessed it herself. "Only your crown was lost due to your bout it must of been impressive. Why you did not invite us to watch or is that a breech, there is so little we know of Dragon law."
"Where did you hear this from?" dumbfounded by what my sister was telling me.
"Was it suppose to be secret?" she responded cluelessly. "It just seemed everypony knew. We thought it best to come to you for the input on the fight," not knowing what she was talking about.
"What do you mean everypony?" trying to see how out of hoof this rumor was.
"Well the Nobles, the Guards, and everypony else," seems I was the only one left out of the loop. "It has been the talk since the Dragons left," very glad they did.
"Do you know which pony told?" having a hunch on which pony to blame.
"We do not know sister," she sadly replied. "Mayhaps you should ask the Doctor, he may know," fairly certain he is the reason for the rumor.
"Princess Celestia, Princess Celestia," came the panic voice of a Guardpony. Throwing off any retort I had to the rumor going around.
"Yes Sergeant Sureshot," addressing the Unicorn guard.
"Princess Luna, I apologize I did not know you would be here as well," my sister motioning for him to continue his message. "There has been an attack on our troops my Princesses," getting our attention waiting for him to tell us what and where. "It happened near the river east of the castle. We were doing our routine maintenance of the Ward when we were attacked. It happened so quickly three of us were swept away," clearly jarred from the experience.
"What beast attacked you?" my sister question worried about our subjects.
"I do not know," he answered apologetically. "I saw no beast it was as if the water itself grabbed them and dragged them under," fear emanating from his voice.
"Take us there Sergeant," I order with the hopes of finding the cause of the attack and maybe save the lost ponies as well.
The journey to the Ward would not take long, but it got me thinking. This would be the first major attack at a Ward since my sister and I cast them all those months ago. The Wards themselves were simple we carved symbols into rocks and trees and enchanted them. The Doctor was the one who suggested them. They were the precursor to Ruin magic, the difference being instead of using pony magic they used natural magic to stay active. The magic of the Everfree is very primal it has more than enough to power simple Wards. The Wards were put in to keep the castle safe and keep the Everfree at bay. Ever since the defeat of Discord the forest has grown wilder if not for the Wards the castle would have been over taken by now. However, due to the wild nature of the Everfree and the creatures the Wards need to be maintained constantly or else crumble and get overtaken. The Ward we head towards now was near a river and on a large stone this is the first time any trouble has come from this area since it was cast.
We arrived at the area of the attack, I can tell all the Guards are on edge. They gave wide birth to both the stone and river, most likely fearing another attack. I could see two Pegasus and two Unicorns at the ready I could also see the Captain only he and one other pony were close to the river. The other pony is the Doctor, though I am not surprised he has a nack for diving into trouble head first.
"Captain Blitz," called out the Sergeant. "I have reported to the Princess as order. By their request I have brought them here to evaluate the situation," saluting as he gave his report.
"Celestia your here," spoke up the Doctor. "And you brought Luna too, marvelous if I am right we may need her help," continuing with his investigation without another word.
"What do you mean Doctor?" ignoring my questions as he worked. "Captain Blitz your report," frustrated turning my attention to the armored Pegasus.
"Yes, your Highnesses," bowing before us. "As the Sergeant briefed we were attacked. Three were dragged into the river, they have not come up," speaking morbidly. "I sent a few soldiers down river with the hopes the missing will show up," I was pleased with his actions.
"What can you tell us about the attacker?" questioned my sister in hopes he had more information.
"Not much I am afraid," his answer similar to the Sergeant's. "It was if the water itself came to life and attacked us," peering at the seen I could see the ground wet and the places where the ponies were dragged in.
"That is water manipulation sister," commented Luna. "It is the art we practice, though I know of no creature that can move water. Could it of been another pony?" her question filling me with dread.
"That is where you are wrong Luna," spoke up the Doctor. "There is a creature that can move water," as he started kicking stones into the river.
"What are you doing Doctor?" my cries coming to late as the river came to life. I watched in horror as the Doctor dodge tendrils of water. Each one barely missing him. I finally get my bearings and order the Guards to cut down the water. However their attacks had little affect and only made them a target as well. I watched as one stream of water went after the Doctor as I made ready my magic to protect him and the others. Then the water stopped holding in the air as if frozen in the air. I saw my sister her eyes a glow, of course she is controlling the water. She started to freeze the water as it fell to the ground and river went calm, apparently whatever it was gave up its attack.
"Good job Luna," the Doctor clapping his hooves in approval. "I knew you could do it," as if knowing that was going to happen.
"What was that all about Doctor?" wanting to know why he put all of us in danger.
"Testing out a theory," he replied casually. "And I was right," giving him the best scowl I could. "Don't look at me like that,  we were not in any danger with Luna here," as she gave a smile at his confidence in her.
"What was that Doctor?" my sister asked.
"Well first answer me this question, did you feel anything when you took control of the water?" he asked as I looked at my sister uncertain where this was going.
"Yes," she replied. "It felt as if I was fighting something for the control of the water, however it felt as if the water itself was fighting me. I don't understand," clearly thrown off by the experience.
"I was afraid of that," he muttered to himself. "I believe we are dealing with an elemental. They are creatures that have a body and mind and can bend their element to their will," he explained. "This one is water. They are usually placid creatures and never attack. For one to attack like this something must of seriously threatened it."
"What do you mean Doctor?" wanting to know more about this mysterious creature.
"The tendrils you saw were a construct of the elemental," informing us of what we fought. "It takes a lot of energy for an elemental to form one so it is usually a last resort. The fact this one did it not once, but twice tells us that it must be fearing for its very life," it was acting like a cornered animal lashing out.
"What caused its fear?" perhaps we could put a stop to it before it stuck again.
"Not sure," he replied. "My best guess is the Ward," our source of protection was the cause of the attack. "The Ward is powered by natural magic and elementals are living forms of natural magic," suddenly understanding.
"You mean our Ward started to drain away it life," he nodded confirming my thoughts. "If that is true Doctor why is the Ward still there?" pointing out the undamaged stone.
"I wondered that myself," bringing out his beloved recorder and started to play. I have long ago gotten use to the Doctor playing his instrument. Depending on his mood would determine what he played. When happy it would be something upbeat, when sad something full of sorrow. Right now he was thinking the notes were random, reflecting the torrent that was his thoughts.
The Doctor stopped on a note continuing to play it only changing the pitch. The other ponies there only stared in confusion, but I knew he had figured something out. "Ah I got it," joyously confirming my theory. "The answer is right here in my hooves," holding out his recorder. "Elementals use sound frequency to communicate. All I have to do is find the right one and I may be able to reason with it," bouncing around like an excited foal.
"What happens if you find the wrong frequency?" I ask worried about something going wrong.
"Well the worst I could do is enrage it further," passively waving his hoof unworried. "Luna come along I will need your aid," moving towards the river bank. "It will take me some time to find the right note so I may need you to protect me," my sister nodding and taking to his side.
"Everypony stand back," I order as I ready a barrier in case any of the tendrils try to reach us. The Doctor starts to play almost immediately the water close to him started to react. The tendrils shot out try to take him, but my sister held them back. Bending and controlling them to her will making sure the Doctor came to no harm. It was nice to see my sister in action again ever since we started raising the sun and moon I do not see her as much as I would like.
"Your Highness," came the voice of the Captain. "I have news about those who were washed away," his morbid tone did not fill me with hope. "They were found dead, however they did not die by drowning. In fact there was no water in their lungs at all,"
"Then how did they die?" worried for the Doctor and my sister.
"They were drained of their very life," his tone haunting. I watch in horror as the tendrils try to reach the Doctor and my sister. I realize whatever that is I am sure it is not an Elemental.
"Doctor, Sister," hoping my voice will reach them. "Your in danger," expanding my barrier racing towards them pushing back the water by sheer force of magic.
"Why did you do that dear sister?" shocked at my sudden appearance. "We had everything under control," berating me for interrupting.
"Now, now I am sure she has her reasons," waiting for me to state my case.
"You were in danger," I blurted out in panic. "They found the ponies, they were dead, drained of their life force," watching as the Doctor's turns pale.
"Oh no, this is bad very bad. We need to run, no that won't do," panicking and talking to himself. "Luna can you find the source of the water control," my sister nods. "Good, separate every drop of water from it," following his instructions she parts the river. I watch as the parting river reveals a glowing orb, "Capture it don't let it escape," he orders. Unfortunately I could not follow through a gale of wind blew us all away sending us toppling and breaking my sister control freeing the river.
"What is going on?" came the voice of the Captain.
"Captain," spoke the Doctor in a serious tone. "Order the Unicorns to raise a barrier around us," the Captain looking to me as I nodded for the order to be followed. "We need to get away from here. Move slowly and do not drop the barrier for any reason," making a slow procession away from the water under a magic dome. Only when the river was out of sight did the Doctor give the okay to drop the barrier.
"Doctor what was the glowing ball?" wondering what I saw. "What happened back there?" wanting to know where the strong wind came from.
"In do time Celestia," in other words he will tell me later. "Captain," addressing Blitz. "Get in contact with every patrol and Guard. Tell them to stay away from the Wards and to be ready. If we cannot contain this problem soon the castle will come under attack and more ponies will end up like your three Guards," his dire warning sending shivers through us all. "Celestia, Luna we need to prepare," moving towards the Castle and we followed behind.
"Doctor," I speak up as the castle in view. "What are we fighting?" sensing it had something to do with the glowing object.
"They are known as the Animation Stones," his sigh telling me there is a story behind them. "Perhaps crystals is a better term for them, anyway they bring inanimate objects to life. As I am sure you remember from your lessons it is an easy spell to use and control, most Unicorns now how to cast it. However back when the tribes were separated there was much unrest between the Unicorn factions. The two most prominent being the Nobles and the Mages. In fact in the Unicorn society you were either a Noble or a Mage if you did not fall under either then you were of a low class, there was a reason Clover's fashion was that of burlap," I could hear the angry disgust in his voice. "The Mages were separated even more among them one group's talent was animation. They were considered to be low class, due to the fact it was a common ability and it could only be use for as long as the caster could cast. That all changed with the discovery of enchanting crystals. With one simple crystal they could animate anything so long as it was solid. One Mage could easily control more than one crystal at once. However it wasn't enough, they wanted control everything. The thing they chose was the Four Elements. I do not know how they made them, but they did and the results were catastrophic."
"Are you telling us that glowing orb is one of these stones?" worried about the implication.
"Yes," confirming my fears. "Starswirl told me of when he dealt with them. He drained them of their magic and stored them away safely or so I thought. Discord's upheaval must of some how broke them out of containment and they been absorbing chaotic energy ever since," I shudder to think how much power they have.
"We do not understand Doctor," my sister speaking up. "Why do they act up now and why do they take pony life?" asking questions I wondered myself.
"Somepony must of found them," dreading the idea a pony was behind this. "Possibly several unlike the average stone the ones for the Elements take much more magic to use, it is unlikely only one pony is involved. If it is only one then they would have to be very strong," feeling my self get sick at the thought several ponies could cause such travesty. "As for the taking of life, the movement of the Elements takes energy and the energy of life is one of the strongest there is," wanting to throw up from the implications.
"What do we do Doctor?" doing my best to keep my food down.
"I need to go through Starswirl's books and find a way to drain those things of their power," stopping at the entrance of the castle. "As for the two of you, Luna in your room there is a pedastal press it there you will see a gift from you mother. Wear it. Same to you Celestia," reminding me of the crown and plate in my room. "You both will be needing them."
"What dangerous errand are you sending us on Doctor?" curious of his plans.
"You read me like a book Princess," he smiles at me. "But your right what I am sending you on is dangerous. I am sending back out there to capture one of those orbs," swallowing my fear knowing this is needed. "The two of you together should be able to over power one, however do not try to take on two. From our experience we know that Water is active and I can only guess the gust came from Wind. We best hope that Fire and Earth are not active as well. I would suggest going after Water with Luna's abilities it is your best chance. Good luck both of you," galloping off in the direction of the library.
My sister and I went are separate ways agreeing to meet up with each other in the same place once ready. I quickly went to my room and donned on the crown and plate my mother had forged. I could feel the magic coursing through it as I remember the Elder's words and wonder what secrets it hides. However there is little time to ponder that now I have my kingdom to save. I met my sister in the hall and saw her apparel was different than mine. It was black and her collar had the moon enscribed on it also her crown had no jewel and looked smaller than mine. I smiled at my sister and she smiled back we were ready we had a hunt to begin.
We reached the river bank without much trouble as we threw rocks into the water, nothing happened. Whoever the pony was controlling the Stone must of realized we would return and escaped. Fortunately they controlled the Animation Stone of Water, therefore they needed to stay near the water in order to have any power. The only question is did they go up stream or down, I looked to my sister for a suggestion. She believed down stream would be the best course reminding me the river widens and becomes a tributary where many streams meet. I dread to think what would happen if one of those streams leads to the castle.
Following the river we see a flock of various flying beast heading away from something. Our best guess is the Stone controller decided creature life was just as useful as pony, until we saw the smoke. A large black cloud of it was coming from part of the forest I coughed as the smell reached our noses. I notice that the fire was in a trail its destructive path marked by the smoke in the sky. There was no way it was normal fire it must be the Stone of Fire that caused it.. Finding it would be easy all we had to do was head to where the smoke was currently coming from. What we met with was a towering inferno with arms burning all that it touched. We were fortunate it was using the flame to feed itself otherwise the entire forest would of been ablaze. I could feel the source of the magic inside the flame as it came closer. Unfortunately for the controller I am the master of fire, they don't stand a chance.
"Sister," knowing I will need her aid. "Gather some water and wait until I separate the Stone from the fire then encase it," telling her part to play in my plan. She leaves as I face down the inferno. I will make whatever pony responsible pay for their crimes, but first I need to cut their puppet from its strings.
Finding the point where the Stone resided did not take me long. I simply focused where the highest amount of fire and magic met. A strange sensation went through me when I did. The object felt as if it had a pulse if it was alive itself, however I did not have time to focus on that. The arms of fire were attempting to catch me, I assume to drain me of my life. However it was made of fire and fire is my element I easily parted the flames so they never even touched me. I held the flames at bay making sure they went no further. Without the forest to feed it the flames were diminishing. I could see the orb as it struggled for control, for a moment I thought I felt anger come from it.
My sister arrived with water in tow which was my signal to press the attack. I ripped the flame from the Stone's control exposing it to air. The moment I did my sister played her part encasing the stone in water and a magic barrier for safe keeping. I then removed the fire from the area to make sure the destruction would not spread.
"Sister," voicing worry. "I do not sense anypony nearby."
"The controller must of saw themselves losing and turned tail and run," promising myself to catch them later. "We need to return to the Doctor. Hopefully he has found the spell to drain the Stone so nopony else gets hurt."
The return to the castle was strangely quiet, we were expecting to be attacked at an moment. With their power subtracted by one we thought those responsible would try and get it back. However no such thing occurred and if there one thing the Doctor taught us in our travels is there is no such thing as easy.
"Ah good your back," the Doctor meeting us in the hall along with Dusk. "And the hunt was successful I see, well done."
"Doctor the one we caught was the Fire. We can only assume that all are active," sharing my thoughts.
"Your quite right," agreeing with my assessment. "Fortunately we have captured one and Dusk and I have found the spell we are looking for."
"That is wondrous Doctor," exclaimed my sister. "Shall we do the spell now."
"Yes, Dusk if you may?" Dusk's horn lighting up to perform the spell. Again I felt the flare from the Stone as if reaching out. I could see the fire in the candles reacting growing as the spell the was cast.
"Doctor what is going on?" wondering how the Stone was doing this. "Is the controller here?" searching the hall for somepony, but nopony was found.
"No the magic eminates from the Stone itself," his voice full of dread.
"What does that mean Doctor?" came the scared voice of my sister. As wind comes from no where and the walls begin to shake and water seeps from the ground.
"It is calling for help," the walls crash down around us and everything goes black.
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I feel massive headache and my body is sore as I groggily try and get up. I can hear drops of water echoing around me. Each one sounding like a loud base drum cracking against my skull. I promise myself never to indulge in hard cider again, at least until I am older. Wait... I never drank any hard cider as my memories of the past events come back. Where am I? Opening my eyes I see nothing but dark with the smell of a moldy cave reaching my nose.
"Doctor!" calling out frantically. "Luna, is anypony here," my calls answered with silence. Recalling what had happened. We were about to drain one of the Stones of their power, however we were attacked. I worry for the others safety, those Stone can drain a pony of their life. It is possible one of them has fallen, but why was I spared? I know mulling that question around in my head will get me no where. I need to figure out where I am and hope the others got away. 
Using a light spell I examine my surroundings. Looking up and down I see only rock and a small pool of water. Checking out the water it is not very deep, I also see hay and some flowers growing despite the dark. Though it lacks bars there is no doubt that this is a prison. My worst fear has been realized, I have been captured. With no way in or out it is clear those responsible don't want me escaping. The question enters my mind, why keep me here at all? I am reminded of one of the Doctor's lessons, enemies spare those of use of to them. If the Doctor's lesson hold true they must have some use for me, I dread to think what that use is.
I look around thinking about my next move. I thought about blasting the walls with my magic, unfortunately I do no know how thick the walls are or how deep I am. Should I blast the walls I could easily crush myself. Whoever these ponies are they sure know how to make prison cells. Teleportation is out as well much for the same reason, I rather not end up part of the stone. My options are running out and I rather not wait for my captors to make their demands. I don't even know how long I was out. Is it time to set the Sun? Even in time of crises normalcy must be maintained, that is something the Doctor would say. Can I even reach the Sun from where I am? I check and still feel the Sun presence, I am glad to know I am not completely alone.
The presence of the Sun gave me an idea, but first I would need to set it. Ever since I start raising and setting the Sun I have been able to feel when I should. I did not want to set it to early or set it to late, the same with rising. If I did I felt it would put the ponies in a panic, perhaps fearing the return of Discord. Therefore my sister and I have been keeping to the same schedule twelve hours of day and twelve hours for night. The Doctor complained that was far to static and needed to change. We disagreed with him wanting to give the ponies some sense of normalcy. He backed off, but not without warning us that nature may suffer from our choice. My sister and I haven't had much time to discuss this, perhaps we shall when this is over.
My plan was simple, I needed to set the Sun. Since the walls were solid and I was in enclosed place their was only one type of pony that I knew could reach me, my sister's Guards. They could walk through shadows and appear anywhere they were called, unfortunately they only came out when the sun was set. Though I loathe to call on them for help I have little choice.
Using my magic I reach out to the Sun. I relay my troubles and the Sun understands. I am informed that it is actually very close for the sun to set only an hour off. Making my decision I set the Sun, hoping my little ponies would not notice. Should they I will explain everything later and ask for forgiveness. I can feel it as the Sun is set and darkness descends on Equestria. I can only hope my sister is alive and will raise the Moon, also that her Guard is willing to answer my call.
"Come forth Crimson Gale," calling out the name of the only one I knew. Gale was the one we met so many months ago when they first appeared. My sister was the one who gave him his name and named him captain of her Guard. Wherever she goes I know he is not far away stalking in the shadows. He is also the only one I know that can speak Equestian the rest sticking with that Shadow language.
I can feel as the dark musty place I am in drops in temperature and my hairs stand on end. It is the signs that he heard my call, "What do you want Bringer of Light?" His voice emanating from the dark giving me one of the nicknames he uses when my sister is not around.
"I am in need of your aid and so is your Mistress," knowing full well he would not help unless my sister was in trouble as well.
"What danger is my Mistress in?" showing no concern for me. Stepping into the light I could now fully see him. He and the others have changed from the monstrosities we first met. They actually appeared pony like still sporting the bat like wings. Their sharp teeth were gone and some appear to have cutie marks such as Gale. His was of a red tornado which earned him his name. The Doctor explained that their form was linked with my sister's emotions the happier she was the more pony like they looked.
"I have been captured and I believe my sister has as well'" giving him the situation. "I need your help finding her and escaping," hoping he will put his detest for me aside to rescue my sister.
"I shall see if what you say holds true," spreading his wings and holding a meditative state. I do not fully understand their connection with my sister, but they can sense when she is in trouble. "I can sense her, however it is weak," I worry for her, but am glad she is alive. "The Moon has not risen. I can conclude that my Mistress is not conscious. I must rescue her," dropping out of his stance.
"You will need my help," hoping to reason with him. "Those who hold her many still be around, my aid will be needed should you hope to mount a rescue," wanting to save my sister and be free of my prison.
"I am of the Shadow Guard it is my duty to serve and protect my Mistress," growling at me as if I were the enemy. "I am one of a group together we will save our Mistress. You will only serve as a hindrance to our cause," clearly not wanting me around.
"You said my sister was unconscious and your sense was weak. What if she is under a spell or held in a barrier? None of you have the ability to break spells," going from my limited knowledge of them having never seen a Unicorn in their ranks.
"There is no barrier that can stop shadows," confident in his abilities. "Should our Mistress be under a spell some time in our world will cure her of any enchantments," I shivered at the idea of my sister being in their dark realm for any amount of time. It was becoming clear that Gale would argue any point I made to make sure I did not travel with him. This left me with only one other option.
"Crimson Gale you have forced my hoof. I had hoped to do this peacefully, but you left me not choice," I could feel his hate filled gaze on me, he knew what was coming. Some time ago my sister saw that me and her Guards did not get along and often did not follow my orders. To bring some understanding between us she taught me how to invoke their contract. The phrase was in their Shadow language so I did not understand it, that mattered little. Once it was said they would have no choice, but to follow my command. My sister made me promise never to use it unless the situation demanded it. I couldn't think of any situation worse than now, uttering the phase my sister taught me.
"What is your command Princess Celestia?" I could see the anger pouring off of him as he spoke my name.
"You are take me to my sister," ushering my command.
"As per my contract I must warn you first Princess," continuing to struggle to to keep his rage at bay. "You are a creature of light as such if you do not protect yourself traveling through the shadows will bring you harm," I could see it in his eyes if he had it his way he would of never warned me. He would of let whatever dangers awaited there have me.
"Thank you for the warning," knowing my thanks would only anger him more. Placing a magical aurora around me to ensure my safety. "Let us go," releasing the light spell and letting the darkness envelop us.
My sister once described shadow travelling as a frightening experience. Now that I am here I am inclined to believe that assessment. I did not even realize we had started travelling, part of me believing I was left behind. It wasn't until I saw something glow that I realized we had indeed entered another realm. Some ponies would think that a realm of darkness would have no light, they would be wrong. A realm like this is full of magic and as such the magic collects around the living and gives them a sort of aurora. The aurora is neither bright or dark it simply exists giving this realm shape.
Unfortunately some of the things I see I wish I could unsee. This realm was full of creatures monstrosities from nightmares made real. These creatures created bad dreams and fed off the anxiety they caused ponies, that is what my sister told me. Even the small ones gave me the creeps as the slithered by. I could feel some as they touched my protective barrier harming the magic more than it harmed them, I could only imagine what would of happened without it. My guide seemed unaffected by them most steering clear as if afraid. In the distance I could see a light too me it almost looked inviting, but I knew better. My sister told me that the creatures of this realm hated light often attacking it blindly, however some monsters made the light wanting to be attacked. Those ones were true monsters for they eat their own kind and their true size unknown. The burden placed on my sister is much larger than I originally thought, to think she has to protect ponies dreams from creatures like these.
It take only a moment to travel through the shadows, but it felt much longer. Now that I gone through it I see why my sister avoids that method of travel as much as possible. We arrived at our destination the area we are in looks much like my stone prison except for one difference, one wall was glowing red hot. The heat in the cell was almost suffocating to me and I am the ruler of the Sun. For my sister such heat would be unbearable, it is no wonder she is unconscious.
"My Queen I am here," came the concerned voice of Gale. Watching as he softly nuzzled my sister trying to wake her. I can see it in his eyes that there is much more than loyalty in his actions. His voice is soft not the one I am use to, he is like a completely different pony. I fear for Luna she has been leaning on her Captain far to much, she is dependent on him. I have not been their for her like I should so she turn to somepony else. Gale is her loyal Guard through and through, but I fear the day she wants him to be more than that. From the way he is acting he would gladly follow that command if not for the contract that binds him. The contract that keeps him alive would need to be broken to get close to Luna and breaking would mean his death, such is his curse.
"Crimson Gale," speaking his name to remind him he is still under my command. "I sense no spell inhibiting my sister. Her state is caused by the heat around us. She will be alright once we get her out of here," trying convince both myself and him that she will recover.
"What is your command?" standing between me and my sister as if I were the cause of her state.
"You will need to transport her out of here," his face changing from one of anger to surprise. "I am putting my sister's safety in your hooves," having little choice otherwise.
"I can only bring one of you through the shadows with me," warning that I cannot follow.
"I know, but my orders remain the same," my sister's safety taking priority. "Take her and hide her and protect her until she wakes her raising the Moon will signal to me she is awake. I will need her help should we have any chance of saving Equestria. I release you from my command, now go," doing as my sister instructed. Setting her Guard free from my control.
"As you wish," giving me a mock bow. My sister and him disappearing into the shadows leaving me alone. I take in my surroundings I have just traded one prison for another, buck. However I will not let that get me down. I have one advantage here that I did not have in the other place, the heated wall. I could control fire and heat was a byproduct of fire or something similar.
Long ago when I was being taught magic by the Doctor I learned many things. One of those things I learned about was natural magic. What the Doctor taught me was how to draw strength from it. In his lessons he taught us that we can draw strength from any natural source, however we could draw the greatest amount from our own element. Trying to draw it from a source was not aligned with our own would be like trying to convince the Doctor not to get into trouble, possible with high resistance. My source would be the heat from the rock and I was going to use it to break out.
Spreading my wings I entered a meditative state, converting natural magic takes concentration. Drawing the heat from the wall I collected it to my horn. I could feel the power as it filled my body. The magic coursing through me from my hooves to my feathers. I gathered more and more strength I could feel it as the magic coated over me enveloping me in its power. The Doctor always warned us about collecting to much energy. Telling us that if we went to far we could damage our own magic making so we could never use magic again. He hinted at something worse than that, but never told us what the worse was and would change the subject if asked.
I collected as much magic as I could, being careful not to go to far. I could feel as my limit was reached and stopped drawing the magic in. Placing a strong magical barrier around me I picked my point of escape. I picked the wall from which the heat emanated from and in a upward direction. I can only surmise that there is a lava flow on the other side and from the eat that the wall is thin. Knowing that lava tends to head for the surface going up seems to be the best choice. However, if I am wrong in any of my assessments then I will most likely die. No time to second guess myself the longer I am trapped the more danger Equestria will be in. Releasing my power I charge the wall.
I pierce through the rock wall like it was a scroll, puncturing it with ease. I could feel the heat as it grew more intense and red surrounded me, appears I was right about the lava. Flying through the rock and stone as if they were clouds in the sky.  I hope I did not draw in to much power and over estimate how much I needed. Using natural magic has some draw backs. One such draw back is once used there will be no stopping until it has been drained, I could easily end up in space if I am not careful. Another is since it is not controlled it drains quickly, which is why it is not gather often. One more flaw is the natural magic may tap into a pony's own reserves draining them of power as well. There are many risks that I took to escape hopefully it will pay off.
I am relieved was I break to the surface, the Equestrian night sky never looked so beautiful to me. I could see the Moon in the sky which means my sister has recovered. I can see the Everfree below me as something catches my eye. That something fills me with dread it is a twister of flame. The twister is destroying the Everfree as bird and other flying creatures flee the scene. It seems the users of the Fire and Wind have joined forces why I do not know. I angle my decent toward the fire twister when I notice it shifting direction. I follow the trail it left behind the damage was erratic some places it looked like it made a full stop before going reversing direction. If they wanted to just destroy the forest I doubt they would have such an strange trail. Right now the the path would lead it to a swamp and it shows no signs of slowing or stopping. What if they are chasing somepony? How dare they make a game out of one of my subjects. I will teach them a lesson.
Having very little natural magic left I aim for the fire tornado and fly towards it. My plan use the power to disperse the two Stones and throw them off for a bit. Releasing a burst of magic I slam into the twister causing it to dissipate rapidly. Unfortunately I used some of my own magic in that attack making me weak. I fell out of the air and onto the ground struggling, but unable to get up. I can see a pony come into view as I start to fade, I was right somepony was being chased.
"You know how to make an entrance don't you Princess," came a familiar joyful voice.
"Doctor," falling asleep with a smile on my face.
I do not know how long I slept, but I awoke to the sound of voices. "When will she wake up?" came a mare's voice as I regained conscience.
"Looks like right now," came the voice of the Doctor. "How are you feeling?" his voice full of concern.
"Tired and everything hurts," I whined.
"That tends to be the case when one over exerts themselves," he chuckled. "I am glad to see your alright and your friend Starlight is too," indicating the mare next to him.
"Glad to see you are well Princess," she bows.
"We are friends Starlight," I playfully tease. "There is no need for formalities," I see a frown on her face. "What is wrong?"
"They took Papa," she cried into her hooves. I look at the Doctor fearing the worst.
"No," shaking his head. "They haven't drained him of his life, at least not yet. They still need him," worried of what that need was.
"How did you escape Doctor?" curious how he was here.
"I didn't," how could be that true if he was here in front of me? "Starlight here rescued me," giving my friend praise. "They tried to drain me of my life, fortunately they did not find me agreeable," making light of the situation. "They would of ended me, but a quick teleport from Starlight and we were safe. Sadly we were found and they chased us through the Everfree and may of caught us if not for a reckless Princess," giving me a grin.
"I learned from the best," I playfully jested.
"It was your fault we were found," came the accusing voice of Starlight to the Doctor.
"I couldn't let them mindlessly destroy the Everfree now could I?" he retorts back. I am not fully surprised the Doctor was the reason they were in trouble. "We were the ones they were looking for after all."
"That may be true," she conceded. "However risking ourselves in such a way could of cost us our lives. Who would of saved Equestria then?" clearly annoyed in her tirade. "What was so important that you had to go out there anyway?"
"Why the most important thing of all," revealing a Phoenix egg. "Saving the life of an innocent," Starlight had no retort for that.
"What are you going to do with it Doctor?" I asked doubting he could find the parents.
"Give it a new home I suppose," he answered in deep thought. "Ah I know, I will leave it with somepony I trust," trotting over to me and placing at my side. "There we go perfect."
"You can't leave it with me Doctor," I argued.
"Well I can't take care of it. I am magnet for for trouble, I recall somepony saying," using my own words against me. "Besides your the best choice, Yes I think you two will become great friends."
"I am not exactly the safest pony to be around either Doctor," reminding him of current events. "How can I take care of the egg when I am being chased?" part of me wanting to care for it, but had to think of its safety first.
"And that is what makes you a fine choice," earning my confusion. "That fact you think of others safety before your own," clarifying his statement. "As for how you will protect the egg," going through a saddle bag pulling out a quill and scroll. I watched curiously as he drew pictures on the scroll.
"Doctor I don't think picture drawing will help us," trying to understand what he was doing.
"That is where you are wrong," finishing up his drawing and showing it to me. What I saw was an intricate design that would put most artists to shame. On the scroll there were several shapes some were big others small. Some contained other shapes while other contained symbols. They all perfectly surrounded the center shape, which was a hexagon with a circle inside. Inside that there were two triangles set up much like the Doctor's cutie mark. Contained in them were symbols set up in a way which made me think they were a language, though I could not read it.  "Curious to what this is?" nodding my head in response. "I won't bore you with details, but I will tell you this is time magic. Far more advanced then Starswirl could ever hope to copy from me," his voice rather smug. "This little parchment now has the power to hold anything in its own pocket of time."
"That is impressive Doctor," astounded by the the drawings power.
"Not really it is one of the simpler designs," making me wonder what a more complex one looked like. "Oh well it will suits our purpose. Normally I would have a way of empowering it but due to current events I do not have the means, I guess that means somepony else will have to do it," looking at me.
"You could just ask Doctor," pulsing magic from my horn and enchanting the scroll. I watch in awe as the paper lights up and the Doctor motions for me to put the egg on the paper. I do so and a sphere of light surrounds the egg and it vanishes from sight.
"Wonderful," taking the scroll and rolling it up putting it in a saddle bag. "Our little friend will be safe and sound in there," grinning ear to ear.
"What about my sister Doctor?" returning my worries to matters at hoof. "I saw the Moon, has she contacted you yet?"
"She has my Princess ... I mean Celestia," responded Starlight. "One of her Guards came and told us she was alright. They have been serving as our contact and as our eyes monitoring the situation," the sound of her voice did not hold promise.
"Tell me what has happened in Equestria?" fearing the worst.
"It is all bad news Celestia," sadness in her voice. "Many ponies have been taken captive, why they are still alive I do not know. The castle is in shambles the Earth Stone waits there as the others gather any ponies that got away it is terrible."
"Do we know what they are planning?" wanting to save everypony. "Has Luna's Guards found the controllers yet? Those terrible ponies need to be stopped."
"No and they are not going to," came the angry voice of the Doctor.
"What do you mean? They need to be found," angry he would give up so easily.
"I mean no pony is controlling them!" his shout echoing off the walls. "I been such a fool, how could I not seen it?" muttering to himself.
"What do you mean Doctor?" speaking calmly hoping to diffuse the situation.
"Exactly what I say, nopony controls them they control themselves," I could feel the horror build up in me.
"How is that possible?" not wanting to believe what he said was true.
"Before I explain we need your sister too," looking to the shadows. "I know your there. We are in need of your Mistress presence, could you relay the message to her?" I could only assume one of Luna's Guard was in the shadow, though I did not see them. They must of listen for it only took a few moments for my sister to appear with Gale to steps behind.
"We are so happy to see you our dear sister," galloping to me and putting her hooves around me. "Thank you sister for saving us when we unconscious. Crimson told us of your summons of him," giving me a disappointed look. "While understand he can be quite protective of us we hope that you will not sort to such extremes again."
"I am sorry Luna," amending for my actions. "I was desperate to save you little sister. I did not want to lose you. In the situation I felt I had no choice. I used him and for that I apologize," bowing my head to Crimson Gale acknowledging him. "I could not saved my sister without you, I thank you," though he said nothing I could see he was shocked by my actions.
"Well now that we got apologies out of the way," interrupted the Doctor. "I have much to tell you about our foes," a quiet dread filling the small cave. "It was to the hard work of Dusk Shine that I was able to figure out what we were dealing with," giving his credit to the captured pony. "As you know I occasionally aided him in his work in transcribing much of Starswirl's spells and notes to book and scroll. My job was more of a mediator deciding the level of spell for pony knowledge. However I had another job, isn't that right Celestia?"
"Yes Doctor I remember," recalling the request I made to the Doctor. "I asked you to go through Starswirl's spells and decide which ones are to be saved and which ones were better off forgotten," I could feel the stares of Luna and Starlight on me for not telling them.
"Luna don't blame your sister," he scolded. "I reminder her the dangers of magic were that are out there and she made the choice. Starswirl was brilliant and a thirst for knowledge that I admired, reminded me of myself. However that thirst was as much as a curse as it was a blessing. He was always persistent in his pursuit often digging into things he was advised not to, things I would of rather forgotten," I could feel the weight of his memories as he spoke.
"Among these work was the information about the Animation Stones. Including detailed drawings and colors. I didn't realize it at first, but I saw those stones before," I could only hold back my shock. Where could of the Doctor seen those terrible stones before? "They were in the possession of your parents."
"Why would our parents have such terrible things?" Luna asking my question for me.
"They were not terrible at the time. In fact they were good," not believing my ears. "They were known as the Stones of the Seasons. Their job was to regulate the flow of magic throughout the world and change things that were beyond the control of ponies."
"What could be beyond our control Doctor?" I ask unable to comprehend things beyond our control.
"Things like temperature," giving an example. "I am sure you noticed that while the Sun we do not get roasted," he explained while I nodded. "It is because of the stones' influence that this is the case. Without them Equestria would be a dry barren wasteland in the day and a frozen one at night," painting a morbid picture. "Your parents kept the stones safe in spires that spread their power over the land. Unfortunately power like that is a draw for those wanting it, for one day they were taken. Looks like now we know where they went," reminding us they are now the Elemental Stones.
"Doctor if they regulated the magical current of the world, wouldn't taken them throw the world out of balance?" questioned Starlight the ever curious scholar.
"In deed it did," revealing their actions had consequences. "The world was thrown into chaos as the world's magical flow became disrupted. Disaster happened all over land split in half, islands sank, and things altered irreversibly. It was Starswirl's theory that this upheaval caused places like the Everfree to come into existence and allowed the Windegoes to invade pony lands," giving us a scope of the destruction caused.
"How do the Stones act on their own?" Luna asked I could see the fear in her eyes at how much power they hold.
"Forbidden magic," having dealt with it before I know whatever the type it is bad. "This magic is worse than Blood magic it is known as Soul magic. It goes deeper then draining a pony of its life it drains them of their soul," I shudder at the implications.
"You mean the Stones of the Season were enchanted with pony souls," wanting to confirm my suspicions.
"Your were always one to steal my thunder Celestia," his joke lacking its usual mirth confirmed my thoughts. "Yes, pony souls were used to warp the stones into what they are now. And to make matters worse it seems those souls have developed wills of their own allowing them to move without the need of a controller."
"How did that happen Doctor?" Starlight questioned.
"I don't know," he responded frustrated. "Natural progression, outside force there are so many possibilities. What we do know is they are active now and we need to stop them," he spoke with absolution.
"Do we know their plan?" I ask getting up ready to fight.
"No, but I have an idea," from the sound of his voice I could tell it was not good. "Do you remember what I said about Starswirl and Starlight's father," we nod recalling Dusk is alive and Starswirl's flaw. "Among Starswirl's work is information on Soul magic and as the one who studies it and a descendant Dusk is the best choice as a sacrifice. They are going to use him as a focus point to cast a spell."
"What type of spell?" Starlight asks as she worries for her father.
"Not sure," his brow scrunched deep in thought. "They are not at full power so it could be a mass life drain spell," they were already so strong I fear what they could be like at full power. I fear for my little ponies young and old could be snuffed out by their desire. "Another possibility is they want their freedom and plan on taking over four unwilling ponies bodies to get there.  However it is unlikely soul transference is not complicated they would not need Dusk for that and it could be done where no pony got hurt. The last possibility is not a good one. They might be planning to infuse themselves into the very planet itself. They would be able to use the magic of the world and control it to their will everypony would be at their mercy," each of his possibilities bleak.
"My Father would never help them whatever their desire," Starlight spoke in confidence of Dusk.
"Unfortunately they don't need his cooperation," the Doctor's words dire. "They only need his knowledge of Soul Magic and his soul. With the four of them together I am certain they will be able to entrap Dusk's soul. Should they succeed he will be theirs to bend no matter how much he might fight."
"Is there any way to stop them from controlling him?" asked Starlight wanting to save her Father.
"If they don't have control of him already then a rescue is possible," I could sense the bad news coming. "However if they do have control then hope they can reasoned with, for if they can't it is either their deaths or his."
"Then we must go and try and save him," announced my sister. "We can not let them go through with their plan, whatever it may be," her words full of truth.
"Luna is correct," agreeing with my sister. "They plan on hurting ponies then they must be stopped before their action goes into plan."
"We must tread carefully," the Doctor warned. "They know you are now free which means one of two things. Either they put their plans on hold to hunt you or they will speed up their plans so you can't interfere," do to the situation part of me hoped they chose to hunt us.
Our plans were made in that tiny cave the Doctor, my sister, and I would find a way to the castle. We would leave Starlight behind. One reason was we feared if she was captured they would use her to get her Father to follow them should he still be free. The other reason we did not discuss, but silently agreed should he be under their control we may have to kill him. I believe she knew it as well which is why she agreed to stay behind. I do not wish to be cause of Dusk's death, however if the choice is Equestria or him I would have to choose Equestria.
We left to the sky taking the Doctor in tow floating him a magic bubble heading for the castle. Even in the most dire of situations I can always expect one thing from the Doctor, to act like a foal. As we headed for the castle and most likely a fight he laughs without a care in the world. Constantly jabbering how exciting flying is and how interesting looks from this perspective and asking why we don't take him up more often. Part of me wants to scold him for acting like he does when everything around us seems to be collapsing. The other part of me ,the part that wins, smiles at his antics and hears the snickers of my sister as we head towards danger. I realize he isn't doing this to be silly or thinks that what we are doing is easy, actually quite the opposite. He knows we are about to risk our lives for the defense of Equestria and he wants these moments to be happy in the face of adversity that is to come.
We reached the castle without any trouble and that alone as me worried. When one approaches the bases of their enemy they expect to be attack, however our flight when uninterrupted. We were not well hidden and anypony could of seen our approach and yet we were not attacked. This means one of three things either they don't see us as a threat, or they are waiting till we are close enough to spring a trap, or they have already started in acting their plan. Should they have started their plan I do not know if we could stop them, I partially prefer flying into a trap.
Setting hoof on the ground we approach the castle. The front gate appears massive on this side. The walls are altered and window broke and things randomly wet or a blaze, looks like some redecorating was done. We came to the gate at a loss what to do, perhaps breaking down the door or finding a way to sneak in. To my surprise the Doctor went up to the door and knocked. What could he been thinking if they didn't know we were here they did now. It was to even my greater surprise when the door opened revealing the pony we were seeking, Dusk.
"Dusk I can't believe your alright," going to greet him only to be stopped by the Doctor's hoof.
"Your not Dusk are you?" starring right at the pony before us. It was then I noticed the haze in his eyes like he was in a trance.
"You are right Doctor," a voiced echoed out of his mouth not all his own.
"You know who I am?" not surprised at all by the fact he knew.
"Of course, when we took this one over his knowledge became ours," confirming what we feared, Dusk had been taken over.
"Then you know why I am here," keeping his voice strong. "Stop this madness let him go we can end this peacefully," trying to reason with Dusk's controller.
"Where were you Doctor when they forcibly removed our souls and infused them into stones?" the voice full of anger and pain as the ground shook beneath us.
"I am sorry," he apologized sincerely. "When the stones went missing there was no way to predict they would use them in such a way."
"Excuses," growled the voice as the ground enveloped us to our necks. "What irony Doctor in the past ponies fought to control us now we can control them," the voice laughed. "I could crush you all so easily, but I will not I will leave your fate for my sisters to decide," the ground flowing like water pulling us into the castle. It did not take me long to figure out that the Earth Stone was in control of Dusk, but what truly surprised me was the fact that it was once a mare. It seems all the Stones were mare, at least the souls used to bond with the Stones were. It must of been terrible to have your soul ripped from you and implanted in a rock only to have some other pony use you for their own means. Whether they were truly sisters or not I do not know, but their situation made them into such. I want to help them, but it seems they may not be willing to negotiate if they don't then I will have to do all in my power to stop them.
We were brought into the throne room, ironically the same place where we tried to drain the Fire Stone. By the looks of it they remodeled this place as well clearing out everything and carving a circle in the center. I recognize the design it is a channeling circle its use is for building a bridge between to magical forces to share magic. However it can be used to overtake another magical force and by the way it is one the ground I fear the Doctor's theory of infusing with the planet may be true.
"I have brought them sisters," spoke Earth through Dusk, clearly we were expected. Before us were the other three Stones each enveloped in their own element. Air flew around freely, though I could see the stone I could feel the wind it produced as it kept itself a float. Fire and water had built their own constructs each a mass of fire or water with some tendrils around them. Though I could not understand they were communicating somehow as the controlled Dusk nodded his head in acknowledgement.
"You need to stop this all now you have no idea what your doing," cried out the Doctor attempting to reason with them.
"That is where you are wrong Doctor," the controlled Dusk replied. "We know well what we are doing we are going to join the planet's magical flow and rule. Nopony will be able to escape our control," revealing their terrible plans.
"The planet's magic is vast you will more likely lose yourselves then control anything," warning them of what may happen.
"Your words mean nothing," paying him no heed. "I have touched the magical flow and guided it beneath us it will have no power of my sisters and I."
"You hardly touched the pure magic that makes up this world it will consume you," trying to make them see sense.
"That is why we over took this one," referring to the controlled Dusk. "His soul will provide the sacrifice we need to overtake this planet's magic."
"Leave him be he has done nothing to you," yelled my sister. "What happened to you was terrible, but their is no need to make other ponies suffer," trying to plead to their mercy.
"See if you think the same when forced to live entrapped with no escape," growled the voice. "All ponies deserve to suffer like we did. They will learn to fear us, we shall be Goddesses of this world and they will live to serve us."
"You're mad," putting in my two bits. "If you plan on being Goddesses why keep us alive," I had to know their plans for us.
"Despite the ability to control the world the Sun and Moon are beyond our reach," I did not like where this was going. "Without them the planet would die, therefore as their controllers you will be needed to keep everything alive. I doubt you be willing to sacrifice the life of everypony just to defeat us," staying silent not able to argue with her. They had us in a deadlock if we refused they could hurt the ponies we were meant to protect. "As for the Doctor we didn't realize your use until we took this one over. A traveler of time and space, I doubt even you will be able to fight us when we have the power of a planet behind us. We will make you our new pet after this one is gone. Your knowledge will useful should we ever want to expand our rule," not only were they going to harm this world it seems they planned on going after others as well.
"It seems there is no way to convince you otherwise," the Doctor's voice full of regret.
"After years of being enslaved we will be the ones in power," triumph in the voice. "I hear my sister's calling you will bare witness to the dawning of a new rule and don't both trying to escape we made sure you wouldn't be able to perform the simplest of spells," Dusk turning away from us towards the center of the circle. When he reached the center of the circle the Earth Stone left the ground going to the air. The others also left their constructs and joined the Earth Stone in the air flying around in a circle.
"What we going to do Doctor?" I asked struggling in my rock prison finding myself unable to use my magic. Watching as the bridge of magic was formed between the ground and the Stones. "We need to stop them before they join with the planet," our situation dire.
"I agree and our solution lies in Dusk," his eyes on the pony surrounded in magic.
"What do you mean Doctor?" questioned my sister. "He is under their control, how will he help us," reminding him of our issue.
"We don't need his help," he answered cryptically. "We have little time to work if we want to do this right," having some plan. "I know the two of you do not have magic, however I am betting you can still feel your elements of light and shadow," checking we both nodded our heads. "Good now Celestia find a particle of light and guide towards the flow of magic over Dusk," not knowing what he is planning I find a source of light and spoke to it guiding like I would the Sun to a spot over Dusk. "Luna focus yourself under Dusk their in no shadow now but their will be soon. On my signal make it shine Celestia."
I could feel as the sweat beaded over my head as I concentrated on that particle of light focusing on it. I did not know how long I would have to wait for the Doctor's signal, he must be waiting for the proper time. I could make out as the Stones spun faster and faster, I can only hope it is soon. "Now!" called out his voice as I reacted and light shined through the room. "Luna open a path to the shadows," calling out to her as Dusk disappeared from view as if falling through a hole in the ground.
I could hear the whistles of the Stones as the spun through the air as if screaming. The flow of magic had changed no longer was the power of the Stones going into the planet, but the opposite. The Stones turned multiple colors flicking in and out pieces flying off then they exploded sending shards of crystal everywhere around us. With the Stones gone the flow of magic rejoined the ground and we were left alone the rock prisons crumbling to dust.
"We did it Doctor," celebrating our success. Noticing the Doctor was not joining in as if he was waiting for something else. "Is every thing alright? Did something go wrong?" now worried.
""Quite the opposite," giving me a grin. "Everything went right," looking where he was in time to notice the shards of crystal glow. I watched as the stones vibrated and heard a hum throughout the room. The shards glowed getting bright and the sound grew louder. I could only watch as the dissolved into particles and floated collecting in a single spot. Each crystal did this creating four gatherings of colors red, blue, white, and brown. Each one took shape of a pony using and element fire, water, wind, and earth. It was then I realized we must of failed the Stones still lived. Readying my magic I prepared for a fight.
"That won't be necessary Celestia," the Doctor's voice ever calm. "They won't harm us," watching them form did not give me much assurance.
"Who are we?" came a mare like voice from the pony of flame. Looking at her I noticed she took the form of a Unicorn her frame graceful her body dancing with different colors of fire. I noticed the others were similar taking the shape of ponies as well the Air as a Pegasus, Earth an earth pony, and water was a Unicorn as well.
"You are something special, you are new life," the Doctor replied excitedly. "Let me just say it is a pleasure to be the first one to greet you I am the Doctor and this is Celestia and Luna," unsure what to do we nodded when he introduced us.
"What are we?" question the gusty mare of air.
"You are the will of the planet made physical and given life," explaining their existence. "You are the four seasons Summer, Winter, Spring, and Fall. However you are also the elements Fire, Water, Air, and Earth. It is your purpose to protect and guide the world," giving them their mission.
"We are uncertain on how to do that," voiced the bubbly worry of water.
"Of course you are, you were just born," giving them a friendly smile. "Go out there experience the world, grow with it learn about it, enjoy it for you are part of it and it is part of you."
"Thank you Doctor we will not forget you," the mare of earth nodded melting into the ground and the other disappearing into parts unknown.
"Well that wraps things up nicely," humming to himself.
"Hold on Doctor what was all that?" demanding answers.
"Do I have to explain it?" he whined but I did not waver. "Fine," he pouted. "As you know they planned to insert their souls into the planet," we nodded. "However they could not do it directly due to the flow of magical energy being far to strong. Which is why they needed Dusk to act as a door of sorts and block off the flow. They planned to pass through him to get to the magic flow killing him in the process. What we did was remove the door and they get the planet's magic in full."
"Should of that not destroyed them?" my sister asking the same question I was thinking.
"Normally yes," he replied. "However they didn't know something that I did that they were the Stones of the Season before they were ever of the Elements. As the Stones of Seasons their natural state is to flow in sync with the planet's. So when we removed Dusk the magic flow was absorbed into the Stones and since they were in the middle of a soul spell that energy was infused into the souls as well."
"But that doesn't explain how they transformed in new life," trying to understand what I saw.
"Remember when I said it was they are planet's will," I nod. "Much like the Sun and Moon the Planet as a will of it's own it decided to make those four as extensions of itself to experience the world so you best treat it well," turning to leave. 
"I almost forgot I have something for you Celestia," before I could even ask what he unfurled the scroll with the seal and a baby Phoenix landed on my head. "Seems your egg hatch congratulations," leaving me their as my sister giggled.
"Where are you going Doctor?" following him while balancing a baby phoenix on my head. My sister following as well our destination leads us to the TARDIS as I knock on the door. "Doctor are you in their?"
"Not so loud," poking his head out. "Ah your here good I need your help," going back in the TARDIS and coming back out with a fully intact Phoenix egg.
"Doctor how is that possible when the hatchling is on my head?" my hoof pointing at the phoenix chick nestled in my mane.
"Why that is quite simple," talking to me like I should already know. "The magic I used created a pocket of time and as such I can control that time sending it forward or back, I just put back before it was hatched," making me wonder if he sent it forward to make it hatch sooner. "But that doesn't matter, what does is what is inside it now. Give it a touch."
"It is warm," touching with my hoof. "What is inside?" knowing it is not a baby Phoenix.
"Unicorn magic and a star from the coat of a Ursa Major," giving me that silly smile of his.
"But those things... You caused all that...," frustrated and at a loss of words. Remembering all the trouble he caused getting those things it now appears that a Phoenix egg was something he needed as well.
"What do you need it all for?" asked Luna of a calmer mind frame then my own.
"Celestia if you would cast a light spell on it you will see," presenting the egg to me. I cast the spell not knowing why and marvel at the reaction. The egg lost its colors and became black as specs of dots started to appear all over it. The egg also changed size and shape becoming oval and about the size of a watermelon. "Behold a map of the stars," revealing to us what he made.
"A map of the night sky," my sister looked over in excited awe.
"Not quite," earning her disappointment. "This is a map of the universe with it I should be able to find out where I am in my travels and perhaps one day even guide myself. Oh that reminds me I have a gift for you," going back into the TARDIS and retrieving something wrapped in dragon scale.
"Let me guess inside there is a Pegasus feather and a Earth pony horseshoe," calling off a list of other things he got himself in trouble for taking.
"Who told you?" staring at him bewildered. "Ah it doesn't matter. Luna cast some shadow magic on it," following his instructions she cast her spell. It too changed in size and shape and color when it was done changing it was a smooth rainbow jewel about the size of an opal.
"What is it?" it not looking as impressive as the star map.
"Look at the map," I do and see one of the stars glowing brighter and in another color. "That light is this world. With it I can find my way here again it is a beacon."
"Wait what do you mean again?" catching his sad tone giving my sister a worried look.
"I suppose there is no way around it. I plan on leaving," I can feel my heart thud in my chest in panic.
"No you can't Doctor," Luna voicing her complaint. "We need you here," not wanting him to go as much as I.
"You don't need me," countering her. "You two have grown into fine mares, but now you need to grow without me you can't rely on me forever," his words hitting hard truth.
"You could always stay Doctor," I plead even though I understand.
"No I can't," looking down. "I have neglected my duties long enough there is a whole universe for me to watch over and protect."
"Don't forget us Doctor," my sister trying to hide her sobs.
"There, there I would never do that," consoling her. "Don't forget me and what I taught you," giving us a smile.
"We couldn't if we tried," laughing sadly earning a laugh from him. "You will come back?"
"I promise," open the door to the TARDIS. "It may be soon or it may be later, but I will be back," stopping at the door. "You know you could always come with me," I could see my sister perk up at this idea.
"We would love to Doctor," I reply sadly. "However just like you we need to stay and rule here for this is where we are needed."
"Can't blame me for trying," he grins. "I knew that would be your answer and I am proud of both of you make this place great," shutting the door behind him.
As the TARDIS fades from view making the noise I am familiar with I think I can hear the sad sounds of the recorder along with it. I stand their for a bit thinking on the Doctor's words. He believes we are ready to take on our responsibilities on our own, I don't want to disappoint him. I leave that spot ready to rule for a new day and wait for the Doctor's return. For the Doctor it is not a matter if he will come, it is a matter of when.
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The Shining Ship of Gold

One may believe that life as a ruler would be extravagant, they would be wrong. My life is as dull now as it was when I was a filly, the only thing to change is the size of the seat I am forced to sit in. Day in and day out I am forced to listen to the prattling of ponies and their problems or worse listen to nobles as they complain that they are not wealthy enough. It is enough to drive a pony to madness, more than once I have been tempted to see if I could turn something to ice cream.
I know I should not complain, this is my destiny after all. I know I am making it out worse than it is, right now things are peaceful and even the pony tribes are getting along. I guess I long for adventure with the Doctor again, how I miss him. How long has he been gone, ten years I believe. Everyday when I raise the sun I hope that would be the day the he will arrive in his TARDIS and things would go back to the way they were before. I never thought I would miss that trouble making stallion so much. I often look up into Luna's sky and wonder where in the universe he is. Is he out saving some planet or in trouble beyond my ability to help? I can't help it I worry about him even though I know he will be alright.
Many things have occurred since his departure, some of it good and some of it bad. One of the good things is I am now a Godmother to an adorable little filly, she is the foal of Starlight, her name is Shimmer. How old is she now four or is it five, I do not get to see her as much as I like. They visit from time to time, however Starlight tends to stay away from the castle not wanting to dredge up any bad memories. The loss of Dusk Shine, her father, was a terrible blow to her. After being possessed by the Elementals he went into seclusion and went through everything Starswirl ever recorded writing it down, but also learning it. His work eventually led to the Starswirl Library, however it was not worth the price. He seemed to have gone mad often muttering to himself we thought he could never be saved, that all changed with Starlight's engagement. From the time of her marriage to the birth of Shimmer we believed Dusk was finally back to normal, we were wrong. One day he disappeared we searched everywhere for him until we found what remained of his work in a room not far from the archives. The room had books and paper strewn about with some type of magical circle drawn on the floor and a charred mark in the center. My sister and I scanned the room many times and came to the same conclusion a powerful spell had been cast, we still don't know what spell it was. However we knew Dusk was the one to cast it whether it was a success or failure we may never know, whichever it was we knew one thing Dusk was gone. I was glad to salvage my friendship with Starlight despite the loss, though she does not visit much we still keep in contact with letters.
Another pony I do not have much contact with is my own sister. Though she and I live in the same castle I only get to see her twice a day. Once in the morning when I raise the sun and once at night when it is time to set. It is not what I had envisioned when I had the twin thrones commissioned to be built. I dreamed of us ruling side by side, instead we divide the day, I get the morning and her the night. Of the times we have conversed she has told me that it is dreadfully dull to rule the night, the only ponies she sees are the sleepy guards, no pony comes to visit her. Rumors have come about that she does not even rule with me and is some type of enforcer should ponies question us, I have done my best to put a stop to those rumors. On a lighter note I have had the lower part of the castle reconstructed into a maze of passages and trap doors and other fun things. I believe even the Doctor would get a joy out of what been created to save my sister from boredom. It is all hooked up to a pipe organ allowing her to control what occurs in the castle, perhaps at some point I shall try it out for myself.
There is one problem that has come to my attention it is caused by the Everfree Forest which borders the castle. It is nothing in the Everfree but the forest itself, it threatens to overtake the castle. The Doctor's Wards are fading and no amount of magic seems to work, dissipating as soon as it is cast. Myself and some of our best Mages have tried to copy the Doctor's work with little success. Most of the wards would crumble and those that didn't hardly lasted a month before the forest overtook them. The Doctor did warn us that they would fade, I just never thought it would be so soon. With a heavy heart I sent out a group of ponies to look for a new place for a castle to be built. I sent them towards a mountain that overlooks the Everfree, I am hoping for a report back soon.
"Let me pass you buffoons!" came a shout from the other side of the door breaking me of my thoughts. The voice sounded egotistical and male, though it is hard to tell from the other side of a door. "I have something very important message so let me through," the voice demanded once more. The voice sound like a noble or at least somepony cultured, no doubt some noble thinking they get though without an appointment.
"We can not let you through," came the voice of a guard. "Now identify yourself stranger," came the muffled order. This is strange the guards know most of the ponies that would seek an audience with me. For them not to know it would have to be outsider and most ponies would give me notice of their coming.
"I don't need to identify myself to you or anypony else," came the voice acting superior to the guard. "Now let me through, I don't have much time," a clear act I have heard many nobles try it before.
"Either leave or we will use force," that should make him leave, most ponies do not wish to spend a night in the dungeon or tussle with the guards.
"The common brutish response of a guard, violence," came the mocking tone of the stranger unafraid of the guard. "I have been to more places than you can imagine and every where I have been the guards have been the same, buffoons," I could tell he was trying annoy the guard. "But you sir take that to a whole new level, you are an idiot," I could almost hear the seething of the guard from the other side of the door.
"You have been warned sir," came the growl of the guard as he went on the attack. Part of me wished I could see the scuffle as the guards put that pony in his place, it would probably be the most excitement I would have for the next few months. The fight didn't last very long one pony versus two guards it was completely one sided. I watched the door open, no doubt one of the guards to tell me they caught the trespasser and asking me what to do with him. I think a few days in the dungeon may settle him down, then we can meet properly.
To my surprise it is not a guard that comes through the doors, but a regular earth pony stallion. The stallion stood at the size most ponies do perhaps a few inches taller, his coat was a tanish yellow with a mane and tail of white, he wore a green jacket with a white ruffled shirt underneath his cuffs sticking out at his hooves, with a green cloak to complete the outfit covering his cutie mark. Overall he reminded me of a stallion planing on going out somewhere fancy. "There you are Celestia," trotting forward like he never was in a fight with the guards.
"Where are my guards?" speaking my surprise at seeing him.
"Taking a nap," hinting at that he just beat two royal guards without a bruise on him.
"Who.." as we were interrupted by two guards rushing into the room.
"We are sorry your majesty," apologizing to me. "We will take care of this invader," one of them putting their hoof on the stranger's back.
"Hold that thought Celestia," giving an eerily familiar smirk. Giving the greatest demonstration of Earth pony hoof to hoof combat I have ever seen he quickly took care of my guards. Flipping one over his back slamming him to the floor and giving a quick jab knocking him out before he even had the chance. Then quickly moving to the other giving two quick jabs in two spots causing the guard to fall down and not recover. "Sorry you had to see that," straightening his clothes like nothing occurred. "Now where were we," giving me a smile.
To say I was shocked was an understatement, in a few minutes he took out two guards, not counting the two at the door. I did not know who this pony was, but he carried himself like a noble however clearly not one to shy away from a fight. Also there was the way he called me by my name it held respect, but saw himself as my equal. I have only met a few ponies who would consider them as such, my sister and the Doctor and he was neither. So I took the only course of action I saw fit, I cast a magical sphere imprisoning him to hold him til the guards come.
His response was one of calm as he tapped on the barrier with his hoof three times, "Triple layer shielding you have been improving." Breaking down my magic as if he was familiar with it, "add a little more focus and refinement and you will easily reach four layers." His voice like that of a teacher complimenting my work, but telling me how to improve. I only had two teachers in my life.
"Who are you?" his familiarity with me getting down to disturbing. I have never seen him before, yet I can't help but find things about him that I recognize.
"You have no idea how much it pains me to hear you say that a second time Celestia," I heard the sadness in his voice. Also for a second I thought I saw deep sorrow filled blue eyes. "Just consider me a friend of a friend that travels a lot," speaking as if he knows the Doctor. "With warnings of the future," perhaps he did know the Doctor.
"Why should I trust you?" going on the Doctor's warnings of strange ponies.
"You don't have to trust just listen, I am not going anywhere after all," making a joke of his imprisonment.
"The guards are coming and they will take you away," curious what he had to say, but trying not show interest.
"By the time they arrive I will be long gone," looking at the room and the throne beside me. "It is nice to see the place in happier times once more, the next time I see it things will not be so happy," could he be recalling events gone by?
"What do you mean?" having caught my interest. "Besides it is impossible to escape you are not going anywhere," almost challenging him to try.
"Then you will be most surprised when I do escape," meeting my challenge with a familiar grin and the air around him that makes you believe it can be done. It is at that moment I wonder who he is wishing I could see his cutie mark, because only one pony has given me this feeling before. "But before I do I have a warning for you," his voice more dire.
"Terrible times are coming Celestia," his warning serious even the unconscious guards were shuddering. "Threats will come from every direction from your own land to beyond the stars," I gasp how does he know of what is past the stars. "But the greatest threat comes from within, a Nightmare is coming Celestia, and when it comes it will take away what you hold most dear," his words dire, what could he mean? "Protect and watch over those close to you save them from the Nightmare," the room seemed of gone dark from his warning as if a sample things to come.
"You will tell me what you know," I commanded him, scared of what could come.
"I wish I could, but I broke many rules just to get here," I could hear the regret in his voice. "Changing what is to come is messy business if I say anymore I could threaten to tear everything apart," I want to ask him what he means when I notice his body start to fade.
"What is going on?" wanting to know why he is fading away.
"Seems my time here is up," looking at his fading hoof. "Time to go back, perhaps this time my warning will work, if not at least it will get you to trust me the first time we meet," giving a soft smile. "I am sorry for all that may happen and know I will keep my word no matter how long it takes," his image getting lighter and lighter.
"No you can't go not yet, I don't know what you mean," my mind full of questions.
"I know," looking away in sadness. "The nightmare will begin soon Celestia and it starts with a discovery in the mountains," giving me one more warning. The doors open as more guards rush in, "looks like it is time for me to make my grand escape. And you told me it would be impossible," giving a smirk that I would recognize anywhere and a wink as he faded from view.
"Don't go Doc..." was it him? I am not sure, however here I stand with a room of befuddled guards and an empty magic sphere wondering if it was.
"Princess Cel..." came in a pony from the observation team stopping his sentence as he took in the sight before him. I can imagine seeing a group of guards, some of them unconscious, with his ruler staring down an empty bubble to be quite a sight.
"What is your report?" composing myself like any ruler should and dismissing the magic sphere.
"Ah.. of course you majesty," bowing before me. "We found something in the mountains," the strangers last warning coming to my mind.
"What did you find?" hoping I was wrong and this is not what he was warning about.
"We found gold," I perked up at this. We could easily use the gold to fund projects and help with the building of our new home. "However," the word breaking me from my plans, what could be wrong? "It is gold that has already been forged like plating for armor," it was a more common practice in the time before Discord nothing that couldn't be salvaged. However it seemed something was troubling this pony.
"Can you tell me more of what you found?" trying to get him to open up more.
"It is just that your majesty, I don't know," this brought me worry. "We thought it was at first a wall or building," telling me the size nopony I know of would of used that much gold to make something that large. "Then we found an entrance," his hooves started to shudder clearly something scared him. I put a hoof on him trying to calm his nerves. "Inside there was things I never seen before, I am sorry your majesty but I don't even now how to begin to describe what I saw," fear began to replace worry I needed to know more.
"Just do your best and tell me what you saw," trying to keep him calm despite my own fears.
"Yes your majesty,"as he took deep breaths to calm himself. "Inside everything was gold the floors, the ceiling, the walls," I felt the fear crawl through my coat, please don't let it be what I think it is. "There were benches too with tools also made of gold, but there was something else there we could make it out barely until Searchlight, our leader, used a light spell to make it out," I beg and pleaded in my head for it not to be what I thought. I begged to the Goddess herself for it not to be. "When the spell shined on it the whole place came to life making noises and little light flashing all over the place, it was so scary we all ran out of there."
"Please tell me what was it you saw," afraid to know, but needing to know.
"It was armor made of gold in the shape of a pony," my worst fears were realized. "We swore we saw it move and we decked it out of there, however one of us didn't make it out," I felt my blood run cold. "Search didn't make it out the entrance closed on us after we got out sealing him in," I would not let those monsters have a single one of my little ponies. I needed to act and fast.
"Guards get the Pegasus and have them fly to that mountain," giving my orders. "Tell them to get everypony in that cave out and let nopony in until I arrive," they gave me a salute and left galloping with my orders.
"Is what we found that bad your highness?" the messenger asked still shaking from what he saw.
"Yes my little pony," not wanting to hide the truth from him. "But I promise you I will save your team leader and stop this threat before it can hurt anypony else," knowing what will occur should I fail.
Leaving the room I head for my sisters chamber. I know I will need her aid if we are to overcome the threat to Equestria. Galloping by several ponies as I rush down the halls I can sense their worry of what has put me in such a state. I have no time to calm or assure them my sister and I must leave if swiftly if we are to succeed.
Reaching my sister's chamber door I waist little time with etiquette rearing up and slamming my hooves into the door forcing it open. Inside I see me sister in her bed with a bewildered look on her face full of confusion as to why I forced myself in.
"Sister why have you disturbed our rest?" her annoyed voice echoed through her dark room.
"We are needed," panting out my reason. "Equestria is in danger. I will need your aid to stop the threat," rushing into her room willing to force her from the bed if needed.
"What is the threat?" asking the question I didn't want to answer. "Surely we must asses the situation before we rush in," thinking with a level head, but then she did not understand the threat.
"I believe the Seraph have come to Equestria," I have never seen a pony go from tired confusion to horror so quickly.
"Tell us how you came to a this conclusion," I can see her much like me does not want to admit this threat. I quickly told her what the team member including the possible capture of the team leader. "We pray you are wrong sister," speaking my own prayers. "However whatever it is it is clearly something from beyond our world," I nod in agreement.
"We must go quickly Luna," opening the doors to the balcony. "I ordered a group of Pegasus to secure things for our arrival, hopefully they are there. I do not wish to lose any other ponies to those monsters," taking flight my sister behind me heading towards the mountain.
I was glad to be with my sister again despite the situation. Flying with her reminded my of our younger days, we would race to see who is fastest. However this time we race with a purpose, to save the lives of our pony subjects. There will be no celebration at the end of this race, we are heading strait into danger. Despite wanting to scream and hide under my bed I know I must keep Equestria safe from all threats, I hope my sister feels the same. When this is over I promise to spend more time with her, we need each other we are sisters after all.
We reach the mountain quickly we can see the activity below the survey team outside the cave and the Pegasus making sure no pony goes in. We land as the survey team looks at us in relief at our arrival, a Pegasus guard giving a solute and bow as he approached us.
"Give us your report," eyeing the scene behind him.
"We did as you commanded your majesty," bowing before us. "The survey team is safe, except for the one loss and we have prevented anypony from entering," as I eye the scene behind him. I can see the cave it looks almost to normal, aside from the guards standing in front of it. I felt knowing what is hiding in it depths it should be more foreboding than it is. "We did have to detain one pony from entering your highness. He claimed to know you," this caught our attention.
"Where is this pony?" my sister asked as curious as I. We knew of nopony that was up here besides the survey team and the guards.
"We are holding him for your questioning," moving towards another pair of guards in front of a crevice, I can only assume the pony is inside. "We questioned him, but he made little sense. The survey team claimed he was not part of their group and with no pony population in the area we don't know where he came from. We think he may be behind the object holding the team leader, he was offended when we accused him of it. We couldn't get anything out of him after that. He just ignored us and played some sort of instrument I have never seen before," at those words I could feel my heart beat faster and my hopes raise, could it be?
Nearing the crevice I could hear the sounds of an instrument, it held a happy tune, the sound familiar to my sister's and my ears. I looked at my sister and she back at me I could see the joy dancing in her eyes, I am certain I reflected the same back. The sound was to familiar to be anything else it must be him, I wanted to run to see to make sure but I had an image to uphold in front of my subjects. Getting closer the sound stops and I plead that it is him and he has not left for we need him now more than ever.
"Let me see the pony so I may question him," I announce to the guards blocking me from seeing him.
"You best do as she says," came a chuckle from inside the crevice. "She can throw quite a fit when she does not get her way," I knew that voice it hasn't changed a bit.
"Doctor!" calling out to him wanting to see him again.
The Doctor came out of the cave and it was the same ridiculous muzzle I have come to know, with the same ridiculous mane cut, and ridiculous clothes and tie, "Hello Celestia you would not believe how rude your guards can be," with a smile that belonged solely to him. I could hold it back no longer, I broke down. Tears streaming from my eyes as I rushed him, no longer caring about my image, sobbing loudly over his shoulder glad to have him back. "There, there Celestia I am here now," I can feel his hoof touch my mane. "Do you want in on this too Luna?" inviting my sister to join in. Something must of broke in her as well as I could hear her cry as she rushed us and we grouped together like a family. "My how you two have grown, I dare say your taller than me now," making a joking observation to get us to laugh the tension away.
"What are you doing here Doctor?" asked my sister probably wondering what he was doing on the mountain.
"Well I had hoped to land closer to the castle, however the TARDIS had other ideas," blaming his ship for something that was most likely his fault. "Landed me at the base. Came out to investigate when I noticed the activity going on above, not every day one gets to see Pegasus guards rush to a scene. Curious I climbed up using the path, I assume made by those ponies over there," gesturing to the survey team. "Saw the group huddled together scared of something and the guards standing in front of the cave, so naturally I approached them," I shook my head knowing where this story was going. "All I did was ask if I could take a peek inside, told them you wouldn't mind. Then these ruffians," pointed a hoof at the guards. "Had the audacity to accuse me of being the cause of the trouble," acting offended. "Then they had the nerve to question me and lock me up, they didn't believe me when I said I knew you. Well look who knows ponies in high places," shouting at the guards acting superior to them. "I think you should fire them Celestia," clearly the power he thought he had went to his head.
"I am not firing my guards for doing their job," he looked back at me aghast for taking their side. "I am sorry Doctor, but a strange pony coming from no where does look suspicious," reasoning with him.
"I suppose you are right," huffing that he wasn't getting his way. "It better not happen again," looking at the guards like he had some sort of power over them.
"It is still good to see you Doctor," I had forgotten how exhausting it can be dealing with him.
"Same here, how long have I been gone anyway?" clearly unaware how long he was away.
"Ten years Doctor," I sigh telling him of the loss of Dusk Shine and things he missed.
"Poor Dusk I will miss him," the two of them having gotten along well. "I was aiming to come back after five years looks like I missed the mark," I can see he is sad he was unable to save his friend. "So what is going on here?" looking at the blocked cave. "I know their is a pony inside, but that is it. Why has nopony gone in to get him?"
"That was under my orders Doctor," as he looked at me in confusion. "I did it because I believe the threat inside is to much for the ponies to handle," I take a breath as I tell him my fears. "I believe the Seraph are inside."
The look on the Doctor face was one of deep worry and fear, "Yes I can see why you did it. This is troubling, but you did the right thing," hearing those words comforted me. "However we need to go in there and find out and hope you are wrong," I nod in agreement. "Tell the guards to stay outside and cover the cave the less light getting in the better," I pass the order to my guards and we go inside.
Inside the cave it is dark and musty. I cannot even see my own hooves, "Doctor how can we see without any light?" wondering how we are suppose to find anything in the dark.
"Lucky for us we have the Princess of the Night, Luna if you may," I heard her acknowledged him as I could suddenly make out everything in the cave as if there was light when there was none.
"What is this?" looking at the out line of my own hooves.
"This is how we see the world sister," replied Luna. "At night the world is covered in shadows blocking sight from most, but not us. Our magic allows us to see the beauty in the dark without disturbing it and we have allowed you to see the world as we do," as I look at everything around us marveling at what I see.
"I never knew sister, I am glad you showed me," thanking her for sharing her ability with me.
"I believe we are here to find a missing pony," spoke the Doctor grimly reminding us why we were here.
Despite the threat that may lay before us I was happy. It is strange to be happy while trotting into unknown dangers, but it was hard not to be. After not seeing him for so long the Doctor had returned. His very presence a boost on my moral. With him around the threat did not seem so dire, even though it was. It was if I were a filly again looking to him for guidance and support. Simply because I knew he would, he cares for my sister and I and we return it. I am happy to have our family together again and despite whatever may wait for us at the end of the cave, I would not trade it for anything in the world.
We came to the end of the cave without spotting the structure, had the pony imagined the whole thing? I wish it were so, but there would be no way to imagine what he described to me. It was the Doctor who found it first. Calling us over I saw it the strange shape and curvature of a half a ship. The other half buried in rock there was no mistaking the alien design of smooth outer shell that came to a point at the center. Even with my sister magical vision I could make out the gold color.
"It is them isn't it?" not wanting to admit what I see.
"It is most likely," replied the Doctor with a sigh. "I know very few alien species that use gold in their ship design. There is one way to be certain though," with a swift buck he hit the ship as it clanged and the sound echoed through the cave.
"What is that suppose to prove Doctor?" asked my sister the sound still ringing in our ears.
"If it is really gold or not," inspecting where he hit. "The Seraph do not use real gold remember it only looks like gold. Real gold is malleable and would dent from my kick, alas I see no damage," confirming our fears.
"Then how do we get in?" asked my sister wanting to save the trapped pony as much as I. "You just gave them a knock and we do not see them answering," the ship staying eerily silent.
"The Seraph react to light," was his reply. "Celestia you will need to cast a small light spell and we will see if they respond. Luna release you spell on us we do not want to go blind," she nods as the world goes dark.
With a heavy heart I cast my spell the light shines in the cave. It is a small light, but in the dark cave it seems like a beacon of hope. That hope is quickly extinguished as the ship absorbs the light and comes to life making all sorts of noises as it lights up revealing itself in its menacing shining glory. I can imagine it was terrifying for the survey team to watch this ship come to life never have seen one before, they were right to run even without knowing its full horrors.
Light emitted out of the cervices of the ship lighting up as following a path. One such path outlined a door as it slide upward and a ramp descended. I looked at the Doctor and my sister and they in turn looked back at me, without any words we knew we had to be ready for anything. At the top of the ramp stood not the suit of gold armor I expected, however it was a pony. I could make out the horn on it head and the smaller shape despite the light that shined behind them, it must be the lost pony Searchlight.
"Hold up Celestia," the Doctor stopping me from rushing up to greet the pony. "Something is off about that pony," looking back up I notice it too, the pony has not moved. One would expect a pony who has been trapped and frightened to come rushing out, but he has not moved. It was only when he looked down at us and I saw glowing golden eyes did I realize why.
"We are the Will of the Seraph," spoke the possessed pony in an emotionless voice. Hearing that voice again come from one of my little ponies made me sick to my stomach. "We recognize your light Celestial One," singling me out using the title they gave me. "The Source remembers all who have defied it, but holds no anger and forgives all. We are to ask if you will join us Celestial One and ride the universe of darkness," the request made me sick.
"No I will not join you monsters," I seethed angered. "I will never join you and your mindless obliteration of pony life," practically growling and stomping my hooves to get my point across.
"It is unfortunate you have not gained the wisdom of the light," talking to me as if I was a filly. "It is clear that darkness has seeped into you and threatens to snuff out your light. We shall Purge you of your darkness," a light beginning to admit from it horn.
"You shall not Purge me or anypony," shielding us ready for anything. To my surprise nothing happened the light that was charged to the horn went out leaving us uncertain to what would happen next.
"This creature of flesh has too much darkness," I swear I hear disgust in his emotionless voice. "We will need more light if we are to rid this world of its darkness," as it moved to go back into the ship.
"You are not going anywhere," flying in front of the Unicorn blocking his way. "I know full well what it means for you to get more light, I am not letting you destroy that pony or any other," glaring down on the possessed pony.
"We do not destroy, we save," wanting to throw up from their twisted ideology. "The darkness permeates the universe infecting all, we seek to Purge the darkness. The darkness has infected many ponies enslaving them to it will causing them to fight us. It has given them the delusion that we intend to harm," glad ponies know the truth from our warnings.
"That is because you do," I retorted. "You rend ponies of their bodies and individuality all to make them part of the light," recalling the horrors I saw.
"The flesh holds the darkness and emotion invites it in," its voice unchanging as it lectures me. "We seek to save ponies freeing them of their flesh does so then we accept them into the light to to make them part of the great whole."
"You Seraph are even more delusional then when I was a filly," wanting to scream at him, but knew it was pointless. "I am going to stop you here and now by rending you from that poor pony's body and dispersing you," readying my magic to do just that.
"Now, now Celestia, lets not be to hasty," came the voice of the Doctor. 
"This needs to be done Doctor," powering up my magic. "I cannot let this creature go beyond this cave and harm any pony."
"And what of the pony he currently resides in?" stopping my magic.
"What do you mean Doctor? This will save him," confused by him stopping me.
"That is where you are wrong Celestia," correcting me. "The Seraph attach themselves to the light of a pony or in other words their life force. If you were to forcibly remove the Seraph, well..." pausing so I would understand my actions.
"So to I were to free our world from the Seraph it would cost me a single pony," tears streaming from my eyes. "You know that cost is far to high Doctor," standing down from my attack.
"What do we do Doctor?" my sister spoke and I looked at him needing guidance.
"Well we could ask nicely if he would leave the body," giving us the most ridiculous response I ever heard. However that did not stop him from climbing up the ramp to the Seraph. "Hello, Will is it? Would you mind leaving that body for us?" I could only stare awestruck that he actually asked the question to that monster.
"Who are you to order the Seraph?" it questioned him as if he were an ant.
"I am the Doctor," introducing himself. "And it wasn't an order it was a request," correcting the creature.
"The Doctor," its stance changing as if seeing him as more of a threat then it did before. "We know of you Traveler of Time the face looks younger, but the energy remains."
"Well I like to think I age gracefully," complementing himself as I want to roll my eyes. "Now would you be so kind as to leave that body," going back to his original request.
"We take orders from only the Source," shutting down the request. "The Source still needs the knowledge you carry Doctor, so far our tests to conquer time have failed," I could see the Doctor's face turn to horror.
"What do you mean?" I could hear the nervousness in his voice.
"The Source has sent many ships in it's pursuit," the thought of the Seraph traveling through time filled me with dread. "All ships have been lost or destroyed," I could see the Doctor calm down glad they haven't succeeded. "We are the first to survive," revealing that the Seraph before us had traveled through time.
"Whatever knowledge you gained, I cannot let you leave to give that information to the Source," spoke the Doctor seriously. I may not know as much about time travel as the Doctor, but even I realize that if the Seraph learn about it time itself will be doomed.
"Then we would be going to the Source with nothing," revealing it trip through time bared no success. "The flow of time's secrets were protected, we were only able to gain knowledge on one thing," it staring down the Doctor.
"Oh and what was it you learned about?" wanting answers from the creature.
"Of you and those who watch, Time Lord," I looked at the Doctor having no clue what the creature was talking about.
"So you learned about us then," spoke the Doctor grimly. "Even that knowledge is far to dangerous for the Source to learn. I can't have you trying to invade and get our secrets now can I?" for the first time I felt lost it appears the Doctor kept some things from us.
"There will be no need to invade, our directive is to return to the Source with the knowledge of time," his eyes staring to glow. I knew this ability he was going to invade the Doctor's mind. "Knowledge we will take from you."
"I would advise against that Will," warned the Doctor. "In your current state all you would get is a mental backlash and a major head ache."
"The Seraph do not feel pain," as it mentally attacked the Doctor.
"Yes, however ponies do," as the most unexpected sound came from the mouth of the Seraph, a scream. As it withered in pain holding it head screaming as if it was under torture.
"What did you do to us?" it yelled and growled, I could feel anger coming from the normally emotionless being.
"I didn't do anything," pointing a hoof at the screaming pony. "This is your fault, I did try to warn you," removing the blame from himself.
"What is happening to him Doctor?" asked my sister joining us on the ship.
"Emotions," he replied looking at the pony spasming on the floor. "The backlash I warned about is the cause," going into more detail. "It appears it was strong enough to break the mental bonds that were placed on the possessed pony. And as such the Seraph is getting an onslaught of emotions that pony has, fear, anger, sadness, even joy," I understand now for a creature that has never felt any of those it must be painful. "I suppose congratulations are in order," talking to the possessed pony. "Congratulations on being the first Seraph to feel emotion."
"We are the Seraph, we do not feel emotion," it seethed in pain and anger. "To feel emotion means to be infected by the darkness," not accepting it's situation.
"Is there anything we can do Doctor?" asked my sister, probably forgetting it is the Seraph that is in pain and not the pony.
"This is your doing Dark One," the Seraph accusing my sister of it's pain.
"I told you, the fault is your own," berated the Doctor. "There is only one way for you to be free of the pain," lecturing the withering pony. "You have leave that pony's body, otherwise you risk both of you dying," trying to reason with the Seraph.
The Seraph responded with mad cackle laughing at the Doctor's words. "You want us to fail in our mission Doctor," it clearly having gone mad by the emotions infecting it. "We will not fail, we are the Will of the Seraph," it's laughter echoing through the cave and ship. "We will gain the secrets of time, even if we have to use your body to do so," it body illuminating for an attack.
"Look out Doctor," yelled my sister pushing the Doctor out of the way and being hit by a beam of light instead.
"Luna are you alright," worried for my sister. Looking over at the pony as he lay unconscious his body no longer glowing, this did not fill me with confidence. That strange pony's warning still in the back of my head telling me I would lose something close to me. "Luna please speak, tell me your alright," begging for her to be alright.
"We are the Seraph," came the voice out of my sister as she looked at me with those golden eyes.
"No we will not let you have us," came my sister's voice, fighting back not relenting control.
"Welcome the light Dark One do not fight us," as I could do nothing but watch as my sister fought for control of her own body.
"We shall never bend to the likes of you," her head thrashing back and forth in her mental battle. I have never been more scared for my sister in my life. Watching her suffer and unable to do anything was infuriating. I thought to use my magic at one point, but the Doctor stopped me explaining that interference may only hinder my sister's chances of winning.
"We can feel your emotions Dark One to us they glow like a beacon of light," it seemed to be taunting her, perhaps the slurry of emotions it had earlier were still affecting it."We understand, emotions can be a source of light or dark," I can only hope it gains insight from this experience. "Only when a pony struggles against something does it's light burn bright. To harness this power of light will allow the Seraph to Purge the universe of the darkness," with those words my hope is shattered. Making plans to use the emotions of ponies to boost their power.
"Sister please fight! We cannot let them succeed," I cry out hoping she can hear me in her anguish.
"You will aid us Dark One," bent on it's plan. "With you we shall harness the power of emotion to Purge the universe of darkness."
"No," came my sisters strangled voice trying to fight the Seraph influence.
"With your aid we shall bring an end to the Night," I could feel tears go down my eyes, was I going to lose my sister?
"No," came her voice fighting back. "The Night Shall live Forever!" her voice seem to change as she stood tall in defiance. I cannot describe the rush of power I felt come from my sister, however it did not feel like my sister's power. The power felt dark and full of malice, nothing like my sister at all. It felt like she was emitting darkness in it purest form, so dark it even absorbed light. Her power had sucked up all the light of the ship turning it lifeless and making the cave dark, however my sister seemed to glow withing the darkness. For a moment I thought I saw her eyes change to look like that of a dragon.
Then as quickly came it left just as quickly. The power she had emitted was sucked back in as my sister let out an almost feral growl as the energy fired out in a stream into the top of the cave. The energy punched a hole into the roof and launched into the sky, in the surge I thought I saw a light that was a mix of black and gold. However I did not have time to concern myself with it as my sister collapsed onto the floor.
"Sister!" crying out and rushing to her, however the Doctor reached her first. As he took out a strange device the made a whirling noise and emitted a light, I can only assume he was examining her. "What are you doing Doctor?" checking my theory.
"Checking on her," as he seemed to scan her with the device. "Her words and actions made me relive some old memories, not good ones. Things I rather not live through again," wanting and explanation, however my sister was starting to stir. "Ah good your awake, now follow this light if you will," her eyes looking normal in the shine as they followed the Doctor's device. "Very good it appears their are no lasting effects, how do you feel?"
"I am not sure Doctor," she responded clearly confused. "I remember being hit by the Seraph's attack then nothing else," partially I was glad she did not recall the possession. "Has the Seraph been defeated?"
"Yes," the Doctor responded. "Seems that attack was a last ditch effort, it failed after hitting you," lying to my sister. "Thanks to you the threat is gone," intent on not telling her of anything that transpired.
"We are glad to have been of some help to you," giving the Doctor a smile.
"Yes very good, now if your up for it we have an unconscious pony to bring back to his friends," his voice joyous as he reminded us of our original mission.
"What of the Seraph's ship?" I ask wondering how we will be rid of this terrible monstrosity.
"Well if it like anything the Seraph have influenced before it should take care of itself," true to the Doctor's words the ship lost it's shine as it started to rust in decay. We quickly left the ship watching as eroded into nothing but a bad memory.
Letting my sister take the lead we walk back to the entrance of the cave as I carried the unconscious Unicorn with my magic with the Doctor by my side. "I am sure you noticed it too," breaking the silence only for me to hear. "The spot of light in the surge, the one mixed with darkness," I nod confirmation. "I am fairly sure that was the Seraph escaping."
"What can we do Doctor?" scared of their possible return.
"Not much I am afraid, being light they move at the speed of it so catching is next to impossible," his news dire filling me with dread. "Fortunately the Source is well over 1000 light years away so we have time before we need to worry about anything. Besides that corruption of darkness it held might make it unwelcome, therefore the Seraph may never come," alleviating my fears. "As for your sister it is best if she never learns of what occurred," I assume he speaks of the dark presence I felt come from her.
"Why Doctor?" wanting to tell my sister of what had really occurred. "What was that power?"
"Something she inherited from her father," his answer surprising me. "That power is dangerous, just do me a favor and never tell her," pleading to me.
"I do not like keeping thing from my sister, but very well," unhappy with the arrangement. "However I do want answers in return," wanting something for my silence.
"I know what you want and I will tell you after we deliver our package," agreeing and making a small joke.
We reached the entrance of the cave, it covered due to my orders. We announced that we had returned with the pony and he was in need of medical care. Outside it was a flurry of activity, guard ponies taking down the cover while others aided us with the unconscious Unicorn. The survey team asking if their friend was alright, we told them he was but in need of medical attention. With an order to a few of the Pegasus we had him flown back to the castle for the proper care. We were also asked, more than once, about the threat inside the cave. I assured all the ponies there that the threat was dealt with and would no longer be a problem, for extra measure and under the Doctor's suggestion I used my magic to cause a cave in and seal it off permanently. With an order to the guards to make sure everypony returned home safely Luna, I, and the Doctor left walking down the path he came up.
"I believe you had a question Celestia?" reminding me of our earlier conversation. "Unless I miss my guess it is about what the Seraph called me, a Time Lord."
"Yes Doctor," wanting to know since it was mentioned.
"Well I suppose it is time I told you both," looking up at the sky almost with longing. "As you may or may not have guessed I am not from your world," we nod having come to that conclusion many years ago. "Oh you knew that much did you, did you know I had two hearts?" challenging us with facts about him as we shook our heads. "Another fun fact is their is a whole race of ponies just like me and we are known as Time Lords." 
"Why is that Doctor?" asked my sister curious of the name.
"I was getting to that," he replied. "My kind have mastery over time, however our base job is to watch over it, a boring job let me tell you. The others take it far to seriously, not the most fun bunch," ridiculing his own kind.
"We we ever meet them?" I ask knowing the Doctor may be skewing the facts.
"I hope not," his reply quick and full of worry. "They are not the most pleasant group of ponies," he warns. "To them I am an outsider, they don't like the fact I left to experience instead of observe. Fortunately they are not the most proactive lot otherwise they would of dragged me back by now."
"Why did you leave?" shuddering at the thought of never meeting him.
"Well for one is was just plain boring sitting and watching," then looking at us with a smile. "But mostly it was to meet ponies like the two of you, to see things like you do, and help where I can."
"Do you miss your home?" asked my sister. I knew we both missed our home when we traveled with the Doctor.
"Sometimes," replying with a sad smile. "But then I remember I have a second home here with the two of you and everything is good again."
"You are welcome here anytime Doctor," I speak with honesty and affection, the Doctor was almost an Uncle to us. He was full of kindness but also a bit crazy, I wouldn't have it any other way.
Look down the path I see the TARDIS in view it hasn't changed a bit since I saw it last. It was still a long blue box standing tall defying everything around it. "I guess this is where I say good bye," came the Doctor voice full of sorrow.
"What do you mean Doctor you just got here," not wanting him to leave.
"Yes Doctor please stay," my sister agreeing with me.
"Two lovely young mares asking me to stay, pinch me I must be dreaming," he laughing at his own joke. I feel myself turn red at being called lovely, I think I saw some red on my sister's cheeks as well. "I do wish I could stay, but alas I cannot."
"Why is that Doctor?" trying to convince him to stay.
"I find the Seraph traveling through time troubling," revealing his concerns. "It is not something I can ignore, beside the Seraph did say I was somehow protecting the secrets of time. I need to find out how so I can prevent them from ever learning the secrets."
"Do you believe you may be responsible for the failures they had before?" recalling that the Seraph had tried several times and failed.
"It is possible," agreeing with my thoughts. "All the more reason I cannot dally around here," opening the doors to the TARDIS.
"You could at least stay a day or two Doctor," my sister spoke out trying one more time to get him to stay.
"You know very well if I did that I would never want to leave," telling us he would rather stay then go. However I knew the Doctor well enough, once his mind was made up there was little changing it.
"Please return soon to us Doctor," putting my hoof around him and pulling him into a hug. "Do not stay away too long, it gets boring around here without you," sniffling as I try to make a joke.
"Yes return to us post haste," spoke Luna as she joined our hug. "We have to show you the maze of traps sister constructed for us.There will be much fun to be had," inviting the Doctor to experience the maze.
"That does sound delightful," giving a grin as he heads towards his ship. "Well you know how much I hate good byes, so I won't say it. Instead I will say I will be seeing you again," giving us a wave and closing the door.
My mind was a whirl with today's happenings from the Seraph to the strange pony with the warning. I wonder if I should of told him about the strange pony that gave me that warning, I am fairly sure he was a friend of the Doctor's at least. Nothing I can do about it now, but hope I can stop this Nightmare he spoke about. Looking over to my sister, at least I will have her support no matter what may come.
We watched in silence as the ship faded from view, making the whirling noise we were so familiar with. I can't help but wish I was on the ship with him, I believe my sister felt the same. It would be nice to have adventures and travel the universe again, alas it is not to be. We both have duties here and ponies to care for, we cannot shirk them to gallivant the universe, but it is nice to dream. Beside the Doctor was right it was not good bye, as we took flight back to the castle, we will see him again.
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