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		Description

Twilight finds something she forgot she had. Something that could change everything, even her very existence. It all depends on how she deals with this new knowledge. 
Note: Cover image was made by me.
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		1) Who are You? [edited 4/18/13]



Chapter 1: Who are You? 

Canterlot
Celestia paced nervously about her chambers. Twilight had passed the test. Not just by letting Spike grab the heart as she had told her student, but also by other actions she had taken as well. Actions Celestia had hoped Twilight would not have thought to do. Passing this test meant that things would change, and for the worst at that. Her train of thought was broken by one of her guards. 
"Your Highness" he announced "There is a Mr. Time Turner here to see you. Should I allow him through?" 
Celestia raced hopefully to the door and was relieved by the sound of the guest's voice. 
"Please, call me Doctor." the voice said. 
"I will see him." Celestia said struggling to contain her emotions. 
An earth pony with a brown main and an hourglass cutie mark entered the chamber. He bowed to Celestia and the guard followed his lead. Celestia rolled her eyes.
"You may leave us," Celestia stated dismissing the guard.
The guard bowed again then left. Celestia closed the door behind him using her magic.
"You of all people do not have to bow to me." Celestia sighed, a slight hint of annoyance in her voice.
"I know." the stallion smiled then clapped his hooves together "But I do enjoy seeing your reactions.  Now, no more distractions, I can see from your current state that Twilight Sparkle was able to complete her most recent task." 
Celestia nodded sadly. "I'm sorry I didn't believe you, I should have seen…." 
The Doctor gives Celestia a knowing glance and she stops. 
"Even I was not completely sure. If I'd been wrong…" The Doctor started. 
"But you were not wrong, I was." Celestia cried back.  
"Calm down. This is out of our hooves now," he reminded her. 
"I guess." she sighed "But we must visit her tomorrow, as soon as we can. I'd go now, but I need to raise the sun tomorrow. Luna does not know of this, and I wish to keep it that way until we see what Twilight does next." 
"I agree." The Doctor nodded. 
Both of the however, held on to the worry that knowing Twilight Sparkle, tomorrow could already be too late.
Ponyville 
Twilight Sparkle was far too excited to get any sleep. She had passed. She was going to start dealing with magic and studies on a completely different level. She continued running and leaping about the library when she felt something. It seemed different then any pervious type of magic she'd ever felt, and it seemed to be calling to her. She followed the pull to her room were she found the source. It was her old fob watch. She'd had it for as long as she could remember. She had forgotten about it until she went to dig out Smartypants. She actually hadn't realized she'd grabbed both until just now. Thinking harder she realized that she could not recall exactly where and when she had received it.  Wanting to see the source of the energy she used her magic to try to bring the watch closer to her. The second the spell touched the watch however, everything went white.
Mindscape
Twilight blinked. She looked around. She was in a vast seemingly endless white…. space. She could not really think of a better word. There were streams of some kind of gold energy flowing at angles that didn't seem physically possible. She looked in the distance and saw what looked like something moving. She ran towards it. She stopped short. The creature is like nothing Twilight had ever seen. She (well Twilight was relatively sure it was a she) stood on two legs and lacked a tail. Twilight then looked up at the woman's mane and froze at what she saw. It was styled exactly this same as hers. It was the same color general color as her own except it lacked her violet and rose colored streaks. She was wearing what appeared to be a lab coat of some kind. It was white and more stylish than any Twilight had ever seen. It was almost as if someone with Rarity's level of skill had designed it. 
Putting all these pieces together Twilight realized what the women was. She was a human, but they weren't real, were they? 
"Who are you?" Twilight inquired.  
The women glared at Twilight. She was being asked a question by a horse, in her watch. "You dare to ask me a question? This watch is a holding place for my memories what are you doing here?" 
Twilight thought for a second. The watch! This human must have sealed her memories in the watch, and they were somehow inside it. But  how had this human put herself in the watch, and why? Why had it come to her? Twilight was snapped out of her thoughts by another demand from the oddly familar woman.

"How did you get your hands on my watch, horse?" 
"My name is Twilight Sparkle, and I'm a unicorn not a horse!" Twilight stated. Realizing only afterward how rude and unproductive her reply had been.
"I do not care what you are and I did not ask for your name," the women stated. Thought she did see the existence of unicorns on whatever planet she was currently on as an interesting subject to look into once she is back in control of her body. She wondered what the human the arch created is currently up to. Something foolish and boring no doubt. She turned back to the animal that somehow must managed to swipe her watch. "I only wish to know how you came upon my watch." 
"It's my watch" Twilight stated, finding real conviction for the first time in what was turning into the strangest conversation she'd ever had. There are so many questions she wished to ask this strange creature. These however would have to wait, obviously dealing with the watch issue would have to come first. "I've had had it as long as I can remember, I didn't know anypony was inside it."   
The creature stared at Twilight. She had previously been to distracted, to notice, but now she did. The unicorn looked familiar, very familiar. A sinister smirk crossed her face. 
"Would I be correct in assuming you are known for your intelligence?" the woman asked, struggling to ignore the fact she may have just been called a pony. 
"Well..." Twilight blushed "I am Princess Celestia's personal student. I also really enjoy reading. By the way you're a human aren't you. I've read about humans, but…." 
The women interrupted Twilight "I am not a human" she spit out the word as if its an insult. 
"Then what are you?" Twilight asked. This whole thing is so strange to her, each answer raising more questions. 
"Smart and curious." the women smiled. "Very well, to start with I will tell you this much, I am called The Rani." 
-To Be Continued-


			Author's Notes: 
4/18/13: So as you can see I've finally started to repost the chapters. While I haven't finished the others yet I can say that one of the biggest overall changes will be the one I made to The Rani's physical appearance. I've decided that since when The Doctor used the watch he became a human that still looked physically like him. So it makes sense that Rani's current Time Lord form looks somewhat like Twilight. That means that this version of The Rani is a different regeneration than any seen on Doctor Who. More details on this later (Spoilers!)


	
		2) You're Not Real



Chapter 2: You're Not Real. 
Spike was awoken by a blast of energy. He looked toward the direction of the blast and to no surprise found Twilight in the center of it. He gasped, she was hovering off the ground and releasing a huge amount of magic. It was enough that her eyes were glowing all white. He noticed a another source of energy as well. It was coming from a watch levitating above her head. There was a gold stream of some kind mixed in with Twilight's usual purple magic. Spike walked towards her but was pushed back by the energy. He summoned a scroll and hastily sent a message to Celestia. Then he ran outside to wait for the princess.
~~~~Canterlot~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Celestia had continued her pacing after The Doctor had gotten himself settled. 
"Don't worry, from what you told me your student a smart girl." The Doctor assured her. 
"Yes, but that may be the problem in this particular case." Celestia reminded him. 
"True. From what you've told me she…" The Doctor is interrupted by a green burst and a scroll falling in front of Celestia. 
The princess quickly unfolded and read and the letter to her self. The Doctor looked on as well.
Princess, 
TwilightWatchGoldlightHelp
Spike
Without a word Celestia powered up her magic and teleported them both to Ponyville.
~~~~Mindscape~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Rani and Twilight circled around each other under they were about a foot away from each other, both studying the other one. 
It was Twilight who spoke first "'The Rani', that's a bit of mouthful, isn't it." 
"That's what I you choose to ask me…perhaps I was wrong in my earlier assessment. Also 'Twilight Sparkle' is far from a simple name itself." The Rani snarked at Twilight. 
"Just 'Twilight' is fine…and... Wait! What assessment. Did you give me a test? Did I just fail it? Is this a test?"  Twilight ranted. 
"Wrong type of assessment." Rani said rolling her eyes. "Also, just 'Rani' is adequate if you wish for something to refer to me by."  
Twilight calmed down a bit. About the test thing anyway. Other then that, her mind was still reeling. She thinks back to earlier in the conversation. Mainly that  Rani had said wasn't human, but Twilight could not think of any other creature that had the attributes of the woman before her. 
"If your not a human, then what are you?" Twilight asked. 
"Finally, you ask the right question." Rani grins "I'm from the planet Gallifrey, my species are know as Time Lords." 
"Wouldn't that be Time Lady in your case?" Twilight asked innocently. 
Rani glared at Twilight. "No, the term is more gender neutral then you'd think when applied to our race." 
"So, why are you in my watch?" Twilight asked. 
"As I said before it's my watch." The Rani stated.
"But I've always had it." Twilight said, getting increasing confused once more. 
"You still don't get it." The Rani laughed. "You're not real. I used something called the chameleon arch to make body change and put my mind in this watch. It was supposed to turn me into a human though, no idea how you came about." 
Twilight stared in horror at The Rani is she talked. She didn't understand all of what the woman was saying, but from what she could, it was horrible, it meant she wasn't real. Twilight was about to ask more questions when both of them were swallowed up by one of the gold energy flows that surrounded them.
-To Be Continued-
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Chapter 3: What was That? 
Celestia and The Doctor flashed into existence outside of Twilight's house. The first thing they noticed was that they were not the only ones there. In fact there was large crowd of ponies outside the library. Spike was attempting to tell them that Twilight was busy, but none of them were buying it. Celestia was wondering how she could have caused a panic this quirky, when she noticed that the crowd contained multiple Pinky Pies. The Doctor had noticed all this as well. 
"I told you that you should have sealed off  damn cavern." he muttered. 
Celestia glared at him. "I am aware of that. Of all ponies to actually find it… " 
"Yes I know." The Doctor sighed. 
"I can return them, but we need to find the real one first." Celestia stated. 
"That one." The Doctor said pointing at an extremely depressed Pinkie cowering behind the others.
Celestia stared at him. 
He sighed. "No clone created by that process would have the capacity to go through an existential crises." 
Celestia sighed. "I suppose you are right." Her horn lights up. All the Pinkies except the real one were blasted back into the pond. 
Pinkie blinked and looked at Celestia guiltily. Celestia patted Pinkie on the head. 
"It's okay my little pony. I assume you have learned your lesson." she said in a gentle tone. 
"Yes!" Pinkie replied shaking her head repeatedly. 
"Good." Celestia stated sternly. "I need to talk to Twilight and then to all of you. Go get the others, find a way to block the entrance to the Mirror Pond for good, then all five of you return here." 
Pinkie nodded again and vanished in the blink of an eye. Celestia looked to The Doctor who looked away. The two remembered why they had come and ran to Spike. 
~~~~Mindscape~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Twilight and The Rani looked around at where the energy had deposited them. They were transparent and floating above a laboratory. 
"No." Rani muttered "Not this." 
"Do you recognize this place?" Twilight asked. 
"Unfortunately, it was my old lab." Rani growled. 
"Old lab? What happened?"  Twilight questioned. 
"Just wait five seconds and you will see for your self." Rani said. 
The lab had some cages with mice in them. A younger version of The Rani entered the lab and opened a cabinet door. She took out a vial of a strange substance. She mixed in some extra ingredients and put the new mixture in a syringe. She shot some of the substance into several of the mice.   
"What does that do?" Twilight asked.
Rani glared at her "Can you be silent for even a second?"  
Back in the memory the mice grew to an enormous size. Their teeth sharpened. Their hands and feet mutated into claws. The Rani in the past attempted to order the mice around but none listened. The monsters ran past her and out of the lab. 
"Why did you create those monsters?" Twilight asked. 
"Why do ask so many questions?" Rani asked.   
Twilight looked down finally quiet. 
Rani sneered. "You're attempting to avoid the the fact I just told you that are not real." 
Before they could continue the scene below them changed. They were in an area that almost reminded Twilight of the royal court. Of course here it was filled with what Twilight could only assume were more Time Lords. They all were looking at the past version of The Rani reactions ranging from annoyance to pure rage. The one out front who appeared to be the leader was most upset. He was also missing an arm. 
"Lord President I apologize."  the past Rani said, although it was clear from her tone that she did not actually mean it. 
"Silence" the one armed Time Lord spoke.  "I have told you before, you are free to experiment as you wish, as long as it has control and purpose. Not only did you lose control, but I can not see how an army of giant rats helps us. Given this, and their attacks on myself and my cats, I see it fit to banish you."
"No!" growled both versions of Rani. 
The scene cleared again and Twilight and Rani were back in plane were they had first met. 
Rani was still fuming at having to relive her at having to relive her worst memory. Twilight took some tentative steps towards her.
"Are you alright?" Twilight asked. 
"Still with the unimportant questions." Rani groaned. "I have repeatedly told you are not real. Are you not disturbed by this fact?" 
"You said I was just created as … a placeholder right?" Twilight questioned. 
"I suppose that's an accurate term." Rani agreed. 
"Then what about my memories?" Twilight asked. 
"It depends on how the arch was set. You could have really lived most of your life, or only the last several days of it. " Rani explained. 
Then it came the outburst Rani had been expecting from Twilight. It did not however express itself the way she'd expected. Instead of breaking down the unicorn seemed to gain more resolve.
"My memories ARE real!" Twilight yelled. 
Another gold flash surrounded them both. In a second they were both floating as they had been before, this time it was above a lecture hall with several ponies in it. 
"What is this?" Rani asked. 
"My happiest memory." Twilight smiled. 
"What, that's impossible, the watch only…" Rani starts but is distracted by the action below them. 
Past Twilight is sitting in front of a rock. She focuses on it but nothing really happens. This continued until a flash of rainbow colored energy hit her. Her eyes turned white and energy flowed from her to the entire room. The rock hatched into a dragon, some onlookers were levitated up in the air, others were turned into plants. The light hit the dragon which grew to an enormous size. A white unicorn with wings and flowing multi colored hair went up to past Twilight. The energy stopped and the ponies went back to normal, then the dragon shrank back to its original size.  
After that there was another flash and The Rani and Twilight were again returned to the place were they had met. 
"What was that?" Rani asked. 
"That's how I became the Princess' student." Twilight answered.  
"So that was the Princess then, at the end there?" Rani asked, there something about that horse. She just could not put a find finger on it. 
"Yes." Twilight smiled. 
"What was that?" Rani asked again. 
"Now who's asking the wrong questions?" Twilight joked. 
Rani rolled her eyes. "Fine, I suppose I wasn't that clear. How did you do that?" 
"Magic." Twilight responded. 
"There no such thing." Rani stated.
"Then how is this happening?" Twilight questioned her. 
"Science. The chameleon arch is technology." Rani responded.
"So, some theorists argue magic and science are just different takes on similar premises." Twilight replied back. 
"I do not have time to argue this with a unicorn. Just open the damn watch so I can get my body back." Rani demanded. 
"No." Twilight stated. "I think I am going to try to find out exactly what's going on here before I do that." 
With that, and despite continued protests from The Rani, Twilight focused her magic and detached her self from the watch. 
~~~~~~~Ponyville~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Twilight awoke to find her self holding her still closed watch. Then she heard a commotion downstairs and went to investigate, leaving the watch behind. 
Coming down the stairs Twilight looked to see Princess Celestia trying to calm down a panicked Spike. She also notices a brown earth pony, Time Tuner if she was correct. He looked at her with a stare that could turn back an army. 
"Rani" he spit out with disgust. 

-To Be Continued -
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Chapter 4: I'm NOT Her
Twilight's head was spinning. Time Tuner knew about Rani. Also his name was Time Tuner, could he be connected to the Time Lords somehow. She knew she would have to make him and the princess understand that she hadn't opened the watch. 
"No, I'm NOT her. I didn't open the watch!" Twilight exclaimed. 
"Likely story. Also predictable, remember the last time we met tried you tried to pass yourself off as someone else." accused The Doctor, he continued "Really you ought to try something new once in a while." 
"Princess, I really didn't open it, I swear." Twilight cried to Celestia. 
Celestia glared at Twilight with an intensity that could almost match The Doctor's. 
"I wish I could believe you." Celestia stated. "But, you… no, Twilight passed her last test for me." 
"What do you mean Princess? Wasn't it good that I helped the Crystal Empire." Twilight was grasping at straws. She wasn't even sure that was the test Celestia was referring to. 
"Stop that." The Doctor demanded. 
"Stop what?" asked Twilight. 
"Using her title, you would never bother to think anyone would be above her. Especially if that person was not a TIme Lord. The only time she would was if she was desperate. So your only digging yourself deeper. " explained The Doctor. 
"But, I'm not her!" Twilight cried again. 
"Then how do you even know what where talking about?" The Doctor questioned. He smirked, he had her. 
"I found this old watch…" Twilight started. 
"Ah hah." The Doctor accused. "And then you opened it right?" 
Spike had been watching all this from the side. He had absolutely no idea what was going on, but he knew for a fact Twilight had not opened the watch. 
"WAIT!" Spike cried. 
Everypony looked at him. 
"Um… I may not have put enough description in that letter. She didn't open the watch. She was doing some magic on it, and the watch seemed to be responding to it."  explained Spike. 
The Doctor's eyes lit up. He ran upstairs. There on the floor was the unopened fob watch. He felt the presence with in it. It was The Rani and she was furious. He grinned to himself at that. He found a small unused chest and brushed the watch into. Then he shut the chest and went back downstairs. 
"Twilight's telling the truth." stated The Doctor. 
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief. Then with out warning Celestia scooped her up into a hug. 
"My faithful student, I am sorry I doubted you." she cried. 
Twilight looked shocked, but shook it off and hugged the princess back. 
"Wait, what was wrong with how I handled things at the Crystal Empire. Something made you think the watch was influencing me. What was it?" Twilight asked. 
Celestia smiled sadly, Twilight had realized what she'd thought. 
"You weren't supposed to use dark magic the second time. It can be addictive and dangerous. The challenge was to use it minimally You were supposed to find another way." Celestia explained.
Twilight looked down crying. 
"I'll never use it again I swear, anything to keep her in that watch." Twilight said between tears. 
"So you really did meet her then?" The Doctor asked. He was curious as to how exactly any of had happened. Of course he had known where The Rani was, but even he never had the why. 
"Yes. She…I know it may seem selfish, but I don't want to stop existing. Especially if it gives someone like her access to Equesteria. There no telling what damage somepony with as much arrogance and lack of morals as her could do."  explained Twilight.
Just as Twilight finished speaking a huge push of energy sent a group of ponies flying into the library. Twilight quickly recognized them as her friends. 
"Twilight!" Rainbow Dash called out climbing out of the mess of ponies "Trixie's back. She wants to see you, and she's really pissed."
Twilight scrunched her eyes together then facehoofed herself. 
-To Be Continued -

	
		5) Who Else? [edited 10/16/19]



Chapter 5: Who Else? 
"This is the last thing I needed right now!" Twilight groaned. Then she actually thought about what had just happened. "Are guys alright?" she asked
"I suppose so, how does my mane look." Rarity asked. 
Rainbow Dash glared at Rarity. "We just got blasted through a door from halfway across town and your worried about you mane." she muttered. "By the way" she added, "I'm great, not shaken at all…now" She looked down having realized everypony else had seen her panicked explanation when they had entered. 
"I'm… fine too." Fluttershy whispered. She definitely still looked shaken up.
"I'm fine Twi." Applejack stated brushing some dust off her coat. 
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief. "I'm glad all of you…Where's Pinkie?" 
Everyone looked around. It was odd that the pink mare had not been the first to speak up. Then all of a sudden she popped up between Celestia and The Doctor, visibly shocking both of them. 
"I'm right here." she said smiling. "And I'm super duper alright. Although I would like to know why Princess Celestia and The Doctor are here. Is this some really secret test for Twilight we just burst into?"
The Doctor blinked. That mare, how could she know. More importantly how had she moved with out being seen. He made a mental note to ask Celestia about it later. 
Twilight noticed the different name use as well. "Why did Pinkie just call you The Doctor? When you were helping with the contest at Sweet Apple Acres I could have sworn it was mentioned that your name was Time Turner." 
"That's because someone probably did." The Doctor explained. 
"The Doctor." Twilight repeated. There was something about that name, or more importantly the  type of name it was. It seemed too similar to how The Rani had introduced herself. That added to her earlier thoughts on the name 'Time Turner' and that fact he knew about the watch had Twilight's thoughts  swirling. She was utterly stumped as to which of her many questions to ask first. So she went with the simplest. "Doctor Who?" 
"Exactly." The Doctor chuckled. "Now, I know you all have many other questions to ask, but I think we have to deal with this challenge  that Twilight Sparkle was just issued first." 
Twilight's face fell. She had been so worried about her friends that she'd forgotten what had put them in that situation to begin with. Then she thought back to what Rainbow had said earlier. "Wait you said Trixie did this?" she asked. 
The other's nodded in agreement. 
"But Trixie… there's no way she could be strong enough to push all of you back that far." Twilight stated. 
"Yes well, she was wearing the strangest necklace." Rarity commented. 
"A necklace, what did it look like?" Twilight asked. 
"It was was red gem on on a grey backing that was carved to look like an alicorn. Seemed a little old fashioned in my opinion"  Rarity recalled. 
"That could…Did you say alicorn!" Twilight exclaimed. She went up to a shelf and levitated a book down. She placed the book down where everypony could get a look. She flipped the pages until she reached one with a picture of the necklace Rarity had described.
"Here, the alicorn amulet." Twilight said. Then she skimmed through the the text some more. Her face fell. She turned to the others and explained what she had read. "It greatly increases the user's magic, at the cost of their sanity." 
"Well, that certainly explains somethings." Rainbow muttered. 
"Like how she teleported all of you clear across Ponyville." Twilight said. 
"Actually I meant the whole insanity thing. It kinda explains why she was yelling at Snips and Snails to get rid of all wheels currently in her sight." Rainbow explained. 
"Wheels?" questioned The Doctor. Then he shook his head. "Never mind, well Twilight Sparkle now that you know what happened, what ideas do you have."
"Me?" Twilight questioned. "Well, the only one who can remove the amulet is the one wearing it…" She stopped she understood why The Doctor wanted her to this herself. If she could talk Trixie down it would help her practice keeping her defenses up against The Rani. "Doctor I think I understand what you want we to do."
"Good. Now go, I promise to explain everything to you and your friends when you return." The Doctor said. 
Twilight nodded and ran out the door. 
She got outside and looked around. 'I wonder where Trixie is.' She thought. 
'I would venture to you just have to look in what ever direction everyone else is running away from.' Answered another voice.
"Rani!?" Twilight shouted aloud.
'Who else?' The voice sneered.'So, how are you going to help this 'Trixie' when you don't even know what's going on in your own head?'

-To Be Continued-
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The internal monologues are not longer color coded. That was stupid, especially when it hit me that Twilight was supposed to be saying some of those lines aloud. Also after working on Chapter 7 I realized that it makes more sense if Rani actually can't see what Twilight can.
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Chapter 6: Who's Theta? 
The Doctor felt something from the watch and ran up the stairs. The remainder of the Mane 6 began clamoring to ask Celestia questions.
Celestia held up of hoof. "My Little Ponies, I promise to answer your questions, but we should wait for Twilight to return." 
Before anything else could be brought up the Doctor's voice drifted down the stairs. "Princess, I need your assistance." 
In the blink of an eye Celestia teleported out of sight and presumably to The Doctor's side. The remaining ponies and dragon frowned over being left with new questions and no answers at all. 
Well Spike had been able to keep himself together in Celestia's presence, now he was getting worried about Twilight again. Rarity noticed this and summoned her "fainting couch". She jumped on the couch and the baby dragon curled up next to her. In this almost perfect situation Spike finally began to calm down again. Rainbow Dash, however, was just revving up. 
"What the hay is going on with Twilight" she groaned. 
"Trixie just used us to get tah her, only natural that she's a bit upset." AJ reasoned. 
"Then why won't the Princess tell us what else is going on?" Dash shot back.  
"Cause it's probably about Twi. So its only polite that we wait fer her." came AJ's rebuttal. 
AJ and Dash continued arguing until it got to the point were Fluttershy took to hiding under Rarity's couch.
Meanwhile, upstairs
The Doctor and Celestia stare at the currently glowing fob watch.
"I've never seen anything like this before. It shouldn't even be possible." Celestia stated.
"Ah but it obviously is. The Rani and Twilight Sparkle have somehow managed to keep up a mental link without direct contact." The Doctor mused. 
"Do you have any idea…" Celestia started. 
"No, none what so ever." The Doctor stated, the excitement over the prospect of not knowing something evident in his voice. "Nor have I figured out how Rani ended up here."
"Yes, well her plans never did work out exactly as she wanted before, why would that change now." Celestia said.
"No, no they did not." The Doctor agreed. 
"Then again, the same could be said for you, Theta." Celestia said slyly. 
The Doctor glared at Celestia. "By the way," He started "Why did lie about the dark..." Then he heard a squeak. Both he and Celestia turn to the door in time to see Pinkie poking out of the doorway. 
"Who Theta?" asked the pink pony. 
The Doctor glares at Celestia who, very un-regally, facehoofs.

			Author's Notes: 
Note: This update is an April Fools joke, to a degree. You'll notice Twilight doesn't show up at all. That's because l still need the edit her and The Rani's conversation pretty heavily. I need to add some details to the parts I already uploaded as well.  
After years of mulling it over I've decided to simply add a line to this chapter to avoid needing a rework (and avoid plot holes down the line) and give Twilight's cracking sanity it's own chapter.
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Chapter 7: An Ounce of Intelligence 
Twilight began hyperventilating at the sound of the impossible voice in her head.
“Rani?” she questioned, hoping she was imagining things.
‘Yes’ Rani replied. Twilight could almost hear the smirk behind those words. ‘We just went through this. I thought you were supposed to be smart. Honestly you are embarrassing both of us.’
‘Don’t lump me in with you.’ Twilight thought.
‘Well, you have realized that you can communicate with me without the world hearing. Good to see some of my intellect did pass to you.’ Rani retorted before continuing, ‘Although, conversely I am getting tired of reminding you of the fact that we are one and the same.’
Twilight’s eye twitched as she bit the inside of her lip. ”As I said before, I’m not YOU!” Twilight shouted aloud. 
‘Never mind…wait I cannot see what you can I can only hear what you say or think.’  Rani paused ‘Is anyone actually starring at us?’
“No.” Twilight replied curtly. “Nopony else is around.” 
‘Is the location we are currently in always this empty?’ Rani asked. 
‘No this is the market. It’s usually very lively here.’ Twilight shuttered at the realization she had just come to. ‘Whatever Trixie’s up to must be worse than I thought.’  With that thought Twilight was able to shift her panic about her personal situation to a realization that she needed to keep the town safe. 
‘Rani,’ Twilight thought calmly, so much so that even Rani was a little unnerved. ‘I’ll deal with your existence and how this is happening away from the watch later. Protecting Ponyville comes first.’
‘As I said before, how do you intend to accomplish this feat?’ Rani questioned recovering from Twilight’s sudden burst of seriousness.  
As Twilight mulled over Rani’s words something occurred to her. It was something that she should have worked out sooner. 
‘You never had any friends or close companions back before you sealed yourself away, did you?’ she questioned. 
‘Friends,’ Rani spat. ‘Friends are irrelevant. The only use other have is to be stepping stones toward my achievements. ‘
‘I figured you’d say something like that’ Twilight smiled, continuing on ‘I used to think something similar, that my studies were more important than other relationships with other ponies.’
‘Am I to assume something changed?’ Rani mused.
‘Princess Celestia put me in a position where making friends was a necessity.’ Twilight explained.  
‘You know you seem devoted to this princess to rather dangerous degree.’ Rani noted.
Twilight blushed. ‘I’ll admit it did start out as an order.’ Twilight took a deep breath; she now felt more in control. ‘However, the more ponies I got to know, the more I realized that friendship is a powerful force. One that can overcome things a single pony can’t alone.’
‘Still’ Rani scoffed ‘None of your precious friends are here now.’
‘True’ Twilight nodded. ‘But I have everything I’ve learned from them stored in my very large brain.’
‘Which of your friends has a way to stop a clearly over powered madwoman?’ Rani questioned. 
‘In a way, I have help from all of them.’ Twilight replied with a smile.
Rani let out a deadpan ‘What.’
‘The most important thing I’ve realized just from living in Ponyville is that things almost never go according to plain.’ Twilight started.
‘It seems like you would have issues with that.’ Rani sharply cut in.
‘Heh, yes’ Twilight laughed. ‘But over time I’ve learned how to improvise.’ 
‘What’ Rani stated coldly. 
‘I’m going to stay calm and confront Trixie.’ Twilight explained. ‘I’m going to analyze the situation and apply whatever method will give me an advantage. ‘
Rani’s next words came with more interested tone than her previous statements.  ‘Once again you go back to sounding like a being with an ounce of intelligence.’
Twilight’s response to this obvious was to close her eyes and take another deep breath. This was followed by narrowing her eyes and reaching out her magic. She quickly picked up on a strong steady pulse of dark magic. She headed toward the epicenter of that magic without a second thought.

			Author's Notes: 
Finally. So as you can see it took me several years to realize that the best solution is the simplest one. How can Twilight fix this: The Power of Friendship. Its not that I was trying to avoid the obvious even. I was writing the draft and it just clicked one day.[image: :derpyderp1:]
I seriously didn't think of it earlier [image: :fluttershyouch:]


	
		8) You Have no Chance.



Chapter 8: You Have no Chance
Twilight ran at full speed towards the source of the magic.
‘It’s foolish to think you can ‘improvise’ your way out of anything. You will open that watch and free me eventually.’ Rani stated to Twilight after a long silence.
Twilight ignored Rani’s renewed taunts before skidding to a stop in front of a floating carriage. A light blue unicorn in a cape and hat strode out. As Twilight had feared the Alicorn Amulet was around her neck. She smiled smugly at Twilight.
“Twilight Sparkle.” she stated. “You finally show your face before the mighty Trixie. What took you so long? Checking up on those weaklings I suppose?”
‘Interesting’ Rani thought to Twilight ‘It seems I can hear what is said in your surroundings.’
Twilight panicked inwardly for a millisecond before turning to Trixie. 
“So, you’re the mighty Trixie now. Just being great wasn’t enough?” Twilight prodded.
“You happened!” Trixie shouted. The accompanying explosion of red tinted magic blasted her carriage to pieces.
“And now you’ve ruined Trixie’s home as well”
‘Your allies did not exaggerate this woman’s madness.’ Rani snarked.
Twilight rubbed a hoof against the back of her neck.
‘Actually, speaking in the third person was a quirk she had before.’
‘You cannot be serious.’  Rani deadpanned. 
‘There’s something more disturbing I did just notice though...’ Twilight started.
‘The fact she just blamed you for an act she clearly performed?’ Rani cut in.
‘That is a bad sign. But what really concerns me is the dark magic she’s using. It’s emanating from the amulet itself.’ Twilight finished. 
‘And I assume that means something important?’ Rani questioned.
‘It means that Trixie is drawing power from the amulet rather than the amulet boosting her natural power.’ Twilight explained. 
‘So, if anything unfortunate were to happen…’ Rani started. 
“I would never consider that option.” Twilight muttered “But yes, I am relatively sure that if she were to die the amulet would continue to pump power through her corpse.” Twilight shuddered at the thought. 
“The Great and Powerful Trixie is now so mighty that Twilight Sparkle has been reduced to a shivering mummering mess.” Trixie said with a crazed grin.
Twilight blinked back to reality. Trixie was staring right in to her eyes. Twilight fell back. 
“Why have you come here.” Trixie demanded “If it was to stop Trixie, then just leave.” The last word was punctuated with a red bolt of magic that Twilight was just barely able to dodge.
‘Leave? That’s it that could work.’ Twilight thought. 
‘You are realizing that you cannot win, good. Go back to home and open the watch. End this pathetic resistance.’ Rani stated.
‘You’re getting pretty despite by now aren’t you.’ Twilight replied. ‘Anyway, what I actually meant was that her emphasis was on leaving specifically. She wants us to leave, she made my friends leave. She doesn’t seem to have caused any real lasting damage to anypony. She’s just scared people off and caused property damage.’ 
‘So, she seems to really dislike you specifically. I have to assume she would be willing to go farther with the actual target of her rage. Rani noted. 
‘Right, but I’m not her only target.’ Twilight said. 
‘Really? Are quite sure about that?’ Rani questioned.
‘One of my friends mentioned that Trixie’s been particularly angry at wheels over the course of this rampage.’ Twilight explained.
‘So, she has destroyed a few archaic traveling implements. That hardly proves anything.’ Rani commented. 
‘She didn’t just destroy them. She set them on fire, with magic. It’s been burning behind her the whole time we’ve been here. I think she may have actually gotten every wheel in town.’ Twilight explained. 
‘If she has truly destroyed every wheel, how do you plan on using them against her?’ Rani questioned. 
‘I don’t plan on using them directly.’ Twilight said with an internal smile.
Twilight took a deep breath and shifted her focus back to Trixie. 
“My friends said you wanted my attention. Well, I’m here.” Twilight stated. 
“Trixie has noticed that you didn’t bring any of those weaklings with you.” Trixie smirked. 
“They’re still resting from everything you already put them through.” Twilight shot back.
“Trixie doesn’t care. All Trixie wants is to defeat Twilight Sparkle!” Trixie exclaimed.
‘Is that really only slightly unusual behavior for her?’ Rani asked. 
Twilight focused, putting all her energy into tunning Trixie and Rani out. She took a deep breath and began to talk.
“What happened last time wasn’t my fault. My friends just got a little riled up by your show. Then your assistants took things to far and grabbed that monster.”
“And then you had to cut in and fix everything. Trixie could have taken that beast.” Trixie exclaimed. 
“You didn’t really mind the help at the time. What happened between then and now?” Twilight asked.
“What happened in Trixie’s past is none of your concern.” Trixie muttered. 
Twilight smiled. “There is something more going on with you. It’s not just your anger at me. All I have to do is figure out what else is bothering you.”
“You think you can figure Trixie out, figure this out.” 
Trixie’s horn lit up dark red. She blasted a ray at Twilight who just barely teleported out of the way.
Twilight landed a foot away panting. 
“That was just a taste of what Trixie can do now Twilight Sparkle. You have no chance.” Trixie gloated walking toward Twilight horn ablaze. 
‘This seems to be a brilliant plan after all.’ Rani said mockingly. ‘You are making her angrier and barely dodging her attacks.’ 
‘I know.’ Twilight thought, teleporting away from another blast. ‘But the fact I did is a good sign. Her aim is getting worse the more she misses.’ 
Trixie shot another blast. Twilight dodged it immediately.
‘That is actually an adequate plan.’ Rani admitted. ‘But, only for the short term. How do you plan on removing the amulet?  
‘Not sure yet…’ Twilight started before teleporting again.
She seems to be firing with less frequency now.’ Rani noted. 
‘True, but she’s putting more power into each blast. Eventually she will hit us through brute force.’ Twilight explained. 
Twilight teleported again. This time landing next to the burning pile of wheels.
‘On top of everything else the wheels are still on fire.’ Twilight muttered. 
‘How is that fire still burning?’ Rani questioned.
“The… the wheels!” Twilight exclaimed.
‘Wheels simply do that here? Your world has many things that interest me, but that far too strange to comprehend.’ Rani stated.
‘No. The fire’s doing that because of the magic. What I just realized is...’ Twilight started.
“You dare mention those abominations after everything else you’ve done.” Trixie bellowed. 
‘You do not have to explain any further. I understand what you are thinking.’ Rani noted.
Twilight teleported closer in towards Trixie. Trixie shot off another blast. Twilight moved again while continuing to face Trixie.
‘I just need to work out why wheels would be such an issue for her.’ Twilight thought. 
‘Are really going to try to work that out now? You implied earlier that she was not entirely stable from the beginning.’ Rani said.
‘The beginning…’Twilight pondered. 
‘If you are simply going to repeat what I say, then you are not doing any better than her.’ Rani stated. 
‘Her meeting me was a beginning, but not her overall beginning. She had a past before that. At least I assume she did. I may have an idea about what to do next.’ Twilight explained. 
‘You may have an idea. Well that just fills me with confidence.’ Rani snarked. 
“Trixie!” Twilight cried out, dodging another blast. 
“What?” Trixie demanded shooting again. Twilight dodged easily. This time the blast hit the pile of wheels leaving nothing but ash.
‘Well at least the fire’s out now.’ Twilight thought. 
‘Good that solves the most pressing of our issues than.’ Rani responded slyly. 
‘Right. So now it’s time fix the easy problem.’ Twilight joked back.
“I think I get your issue with wheels.” Twilight started only for Trixie to snort angrily and send off another blast. “[Their] main function is movement. Someone you cared for moved away and never came back, didn’t they?” 
“Shut up!” Trixie shouted. 
As Twilight expected Trixie followed the shout up with an attack. This time, however, Twilight stood her ground and cast her own spell. As spells collided both combatants were overtaken by a bright white light.
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