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		On The Clock



Four more hours of her time, she thought.  
As the hour hand struck 1 PM, Sweetie Belle took a deep breath, rationalizing that time like a goal. Rationalizing it in a way that felt achievable. 
What exactly was "time" worth? Was her time worth more because of her? Or was it worth more because of what she knew how to do? 
Deep breath in, deep breath out. There it was. One more instant. One more sliver of time.
As her hoof approached the floor, time seemed to slow to a crawl. 
On the clock, huh. Four more hours...on the clock.
A soft tap of gravel as her hoof hit the ground. Her eyes took years to blink.
It's all about time, then? Every interaction of every living being comes down to that one fundamental element. Every agreement, every argument, every brief or long action or inaction, all came down to that one unmoving dimension. Time. 
The faint smile on her face briefly changed to a frown. 
She pondered the tale of "Flatlanders" - a commonly used analogy to describe what the third dimension "means", it involves imagining a universe that only existed in two dimensions, and the means in which they would view objects in the third dimension - the one above them. They would essentially only see infinitely tiny slivers of what we know to be VERY complex objects.
Most depictions online of this phenomenon are accompanied with ill-fitting graphics. Usually, they will show an object - like an apple - and then show you tiny vertical slivers of it in an attempt to visualize what the flatlanders would see. However, these are still too wide to visualize what seeing a three dimension object would look like in a two dimensional universe - the size would be infinitely small. 
An infinitely thin sliver.
However, just as the way your brain automatically accepts supertasks as a viable explanation for how a Ferrari can outrun a turtle, it accepts this analogy in a way that can be understood - even if it can't be visualized.  This is a method that only works in your head - it is impossible to represent physically. 
It's that complicated. And that's the most commonly accepted way to visualize what an object would look in a dimension that isn't our own. 
And yet we do everything , we commit everything, for time. The one dimension that we have no control over, will never be able to understand, and have no capability to perceive except a linear, straight line.
An infinitely thin sliver. 
Hoof hits the ground.
Why did she even have to do this? To get money? What was money for? Buying things? And in an ultimate, all-inclusive sense, sense, what did buying lead to? Time. More time to do the things you like. Time to optimize. Time to thrive. Time to love. Time to survive. 
All base instincts were easily understood. The basic instincts to eat, sleep, seek safety, eat, and love - all of them, except the desire to consume and use more time. To control more and more of it. To wish to control it to such a degree, paradoxically, that one spends one's time to earn more time.
That realization is what turned her perspective on it.
Just like everything else that seems enticing in life - too good to be true - time is a parasite. In truly simplest terms, though it feels good,  you, as the host, receive no real value, and yet it, as the parasite, receives massive relevance and value. 
Unfortunately, there wasn't anything she could do about it. This was, indeed, true hell. But by spending her time here, she increased her chances of one day being an adult who was at the top of it all, one who no longer swept and cleaned and served and acted and smiled for hours upon hours just to get a few hours of freedom. She would have to figure it out from here on out. 
"Hey, wait up!"
Sweetie Belle jumped slightly, startled by the sudden voice.
"Oh, um, sorry."
She looked back to find Scootaloo waiting patiently for her to catch up. "I'm really sorry, I just spaced out for a second there."
Scootaloo's ears dipped bashfully. "Yeah, I guess I did, too..."
"No prob, Scoots," Sweetie Belle replied. "You're right, you should probably start getting ready, too. We don't want to keep Mr. and Mrs. Cake waiting any longer than we have to."
"Right! Thanks again for the help!" The pegasus gave her a quick wink before turning around to trot off towards the house.
With a gentle smile, Sweetie Belle watched her go before taking another step forward.
She couldn't let herself fall behind.

After the long, exhausting day, when the sun finally set, Sweetie had gone to bed early, but she found that the last hour of her day was much more difficult to let slip away. Despite having already fallen asleep, she found that she was unable to turn off her mind.
In fact, she didn't feel sleepy at all. She just lay there, staring up at the ceiling with a blank expression, listening to the sounds of the night beyond the window.
"...the stars."
She remembered how the pegasus girl at school had called them "stars". It reminded her of the memory of her younger days in Ponyville, lying in her bed under the covers in the middle of a stormy night.
She always saw Rarity as a prissy, unknowing fashionista, never concerned with more complex thoughts like her own. But just those nights - those dark and scary nights where she could no longer put up her façade of maturity and broke down, needing a sister the most - Rarity would calmly sit with her under the covers, and tell her stories about the stars in the sky, how they were formed, what matter they were made of. 
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