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		Description

Like the title says, this is a collection of the deleted scenes from Crystal Story. There aren't many, but what few I have will all go here. Read Crystal Story for more info and for context.
Important: this takes place in the Equestria At War universe. Equestria At War is a mod for the grand strategy game Hearts of Iron IV, be sure to check out their Discord and Reddit if you're not familiar with it. They also have a group on this site: https://www.fimfiction.net/group/212917/equestria-at-war
Warning: this story will feature death, (excessive) swearing, feels (hopefully), and war. It's rated Mature because some of the deaths are quite graphic, but there's no clop, in case you were wondering.
	
		Table of Contents

		
					Act 1: Chapter 1: The Beginning (Original Version)

		

	
		Act 1: Chapter 1: The Beginning (Original Version)



Act 1: Chapter 1: The Beginning (original version)

The hallways of the Crystal Palace were filled with ponies scrambling to get to their destinations. Soldiers bringing news from the frontlines, civilian administrators checking up on the evacuation and staff trying to keep the place somewhat clean.
All of them, however, parted ways for the pony now walking through the Palace. The pony in question was a unicorn, and he had a dark  blue coat and a darker blue mane with golden streaks running through it. His cutie mark was a symbol scholars might recognize as the old Equestrian rune for 'Magic' in gold.
They all knew this unicorn: Star Tower, former Royal Magician of Equestria and Professor at Celestia's School for Gifted Unicorns, both of which did not exist anymore. One of the most powerful and knowledgeable mages on the continent, and a terror on the battlefield. The tales of his travels were legendary, and the series he had penned on them, called ''Magic in the World: a unicorn's observations'' had been a massive hit amongst scholars and mages alike.
And then, there were the stories of his actions after he returned to Equestria. He was one of the tutors of Twilight Sparkle, and together with Princess Celestia and others he had taught the mare the knowledge she'd used to save Equestria multiple times over the past years. During the Changeling Invasion of Canterlot in 1002, he had destroyed an entire Panzer column on his own, leaving only burned-out husks and traumatized changelings behind.
But of course, the main thing people talked about now was the Battle of the Refugees. Nightmare Moon's forces had descended upon refugees from central Equestria, fleeing into the Crystal Empire. The Empress herself had deigned to join the fight, and Star, who was with the refugees, had duelled with her.
The fight had been destructive, but just when it looked like Star was gaining the upper hand, Nightmare dove away and blasted Star's sister, Crystal Star, to nothing but ashes. Seeing his sister, who he had raised himself after the early deaths of their parents, die before his eyes, had awakened a rage inside Star, which gave him the power to banish Nightmare and her soldiers back to Canterlot. Star had then collapsed into a one-week coma, and then he had stayed inside his room in the Crystal Palace for three more days.
He would still have been there, had Princess Cadence not summoned him to a private meeting. That was the reason he was now walking down the glittering hallways, ignoring the looks and stares from the other ponies.
Most creatures would be lost in the Crystal Palace, where everything looked the same. But Star had been here for months after it had returned from Limbo, and he knew the place like the back of his hoof. Soon enough, he arrived at the Royal Quarters.
The two guards posted in front of the door looked at him and nodded respectfully, before one of them turned and knocked on the door. ‘’Your Majesty, Star Tower is here,’’ the stallion said.
‘’Let him in!’’ Cadence's voice said from inside. The stallion opened the door, then stepped aside to allow Star in. Star nodded at the two of them, before entering the room.
Cadence was sitting on the bed, looking down at the four-year old Flurry Heart, who was playing with a couple of toy trains and blocks, Whammy chief among them. The alicorn princess smiled brightly at him. ‘’Star! So good to see you again! Come sit next to me.’’
‘’Good afternoon, Cadence,’’ Star said in reply as he sat down on the bed. Flurry looked up from her toys, saw him, squealed, and flew over to him. 
‘’Starry!’’ she exclaimed as she hugged him.
Star smiled, and he ruffled Flurry's mane. ‘’Hello there, Flurry.’’
Cadence's smile widened slightly at the adorable sight. ‘’She really likes it when you visit.’’ 
Star hummed in acknowledgement, as Flurry returned to playing with her toys. ''So why am I here, Cadence?'' he asked, turning to look at her.
She looked completely dishevelled. Make-up and styling only went so far, after all. Her eyes were still red, presumably from lack of sleep and intense crying. Her mane was droopy and unkept, and her whole body seemed ready to fall over any minute now.
''The enemy is almost at the city limits,'' Cadence informed him. ''The shield will keep them out for a few hours, but after it falls there will be no stopping them. Both Nightmare and Chrysalis are with them.'' There was a certain emptiness and acceptance to her voice, as if she had already given up.
Star frowned. ''In other words, we're all royally screwed.''
''Language, Star,'' Cadence scolded lightly, but there was no heat behind it.
''Sure. Now what is the plan?'' Star asked, glancing at Flurry. ''No help is coming; we’re outnumbered and the two of them would blast through us like wind through an open window.’’
''I know,'' Cadence said. Her horn glowed lightly, and a silencing field settled around the two of them. ''That's why I need you to take Flurry and leave.''
The world ground to a halt as Star stared at her. ''What.''
Cadence sighed. ''Shining and I will fight Nightmare and Chrysalis. Alone.''
Star shook his head. ''Cadence, the two of you stand no chance,’’ he said. ‘’No offense,'' he added as an afterthought.
''None taken.'' Cadence smiled tiredly at him. ''And we know that. But I can't let Flurry fall into their hooves. I'd rather die than let that happen.''
''As would I,'' Star agreed matter-of-factly. ''But even so, you and Shining can leave together with Flurry.''
Cadence shook her head. ''We can't. If we disappeared, morale would break, and we would most likely be captured before we reached the border.'' She placed her hoof on his shoulder. ''You, on the other hand, can easily escape. They're not looking for you, at least not as much as for us, and I know you know how to cross borders unnoticed.''
Star smiled slightly at that. ''That's true. But…'' he trailed off as he realized he couldn't think of any argument against it, and Cadence likely wouldn't budge anyhow.
''Fine,'' he said. ''I'll do it.''
|-x-X-x-|

They had decided to say their final goodbyes in Star's rooms. The rooms were located in one of the western towers, and included a lavish bedroom, a study, a bathroom and a large walk-in closet, which had been repurposed for small experiments by Star.
The unicorn looked around the room with a fond look. He was dressed in his cloak, which was made of buffalo fur, with enchantments woven in to keep out heat, cold, rain, wind, snow, and most other things. It was also far more durable and resistant than any normal cloak, and it had several pouches for storage.
On his back were also two enchanted saddlebags, magically expanded to be far larger than they looked from the outside, and with the same enchantments as the cloak. They had Star's cutie mark emblazoned on them, but currently, that was hidden by another enchantment, and so they were blank.
From his neck hung the Solar Amulet, a gift from Celestia that he had received when he first set out into the wide world. It stored some of her power, keeping him warm, as well as serving as a magical battery and light-source. It was made of thin metal strands, held together by a small golden sun.
Finally, on his side hung a long sword. It’s name was Reckoning. It had been originally made for a griffon knight in Aquileia, but he had acquired it after a duel with said knight. It had some enchantments on it as well, but they were griffon in nature, and as such they had felt strange to the unicorn at first. Star was used to it by now, and the weapon had served him well in his travels. Originally, the blade had featured the Aquileian lily on the hilt, but Star had had it replaced with his own cutie mark, which was now hidden by the same enchantment as was on the saddlebags.
He smiled at himself in the mirror, and then looked around the room. The shelves were filled with tomes and books, and even though they were unorganized, Star could still pick out what they contained. Most of them featured the Crystal Empire in some shape or form, while others featured more general subjects, such as history, politics and magic.
Though it could not be seen, there were more books in his study, and even a few in the experiment room. It was a shame he couldn't take them with him, but in the end, there weren't any special or unique books here: nothing that couldn't be found in a bookstore or a public library. It had been his home in Canterlot that had held the more expensive and important books, and while he was sure his manor had already been searched repeatedly, the enchantments on the hidden vault underneath the basement hadn't yet disappeared, and so those treasures that were stored there remained safe.
A knock on the door brought him out of his musings. ''Come in,'' he said.
The door opened and Shining Armour walked in, followed by Cadence, who was carrying Flurry on her back. The filly was dressed in a snow-white parka and coat, her face solemn.
Star raised an eyebrow as a crystal pony walked in after Cadence. The mare had an emerald-green coat and a red mane, and she was clearly trying not to stare at him. He noticed she was carrying a clear crystal vial containing a pink and white fluid, and that she was also wearing a coat and parka. A pair of white saddlebags was on her back, sturdy things from the looks of it, and probably carrying Flurry’s stuff.
''Good afternoon, Star,'' Shining greeted as he sat down on the bed. Star nodded and took a look at him. Like his wife, Shining looked exhausted. He too had not slept well and had been crying. 
Not that Star was any better in that regard. The only reason he didn't look tired as Tartarus was because he had slept for a week, but he had cried for his sister, and later for Celestia and Twilight.
''Afternoon, Shining. How long?'' he asked without preamble. 
Shining shook his head and sighed. ''Two hours, at the most, then they will be at the shield.'' He put a hoof to his head and rubbed. ''We've given it three hours, perhaps four, and then the shield will collapse as well.''
Star's horn lit up, and four shot glasses and a bottle of whiskey materialized, held in the air by his telekinesis. ''Anyone?'' he asked as he poured himself a glass. Shining glanced at his wife, then shrugged.
''Buck it,'' the stallion said. Cadence nodded at Star while also shooting a disapproving glare at her husband, and so Star poured two glasses and flew them over to the two ponies, who each grabbed it with their own magic.
''And you, miss?" Star offered as he turned to face the mare.
The mare shook her head. ''No, sir. I don't drink. But thank you for the offer,'' she said timidly. Star nodded and the fourth glass disappeared without a sound. The bottle remained, though Star put it down on the small table next to his bed.
''Oh!'' Cadence said with a gasp, ''I've completely forgotten to introduce you! Star Tower, this is Emerald Gleam, one of my hoofmaidens. Emerald Gleam, Star Tower.''
''Pleasure,'' Star said as he shook hoofs with the mare. Then he turned towards Cadence. ''Yes, she can come.''
Cadence looked at him. ''I haven't even said anything!" she exclaimed.
''No,'' Star agreed sagely, ''but I guessed, and you confirmed it.'' He smirked at Cadence's shocked face.
''You… you!'' Cadence said, glaring at him.
''Me,'' Star replied, still smirking. For a few seconds Cadence continued to glare at him, but then she began to laugh, Flurry giggling along with her.
‘’You’re funny, Uncle Starry!’’ the four-year old said.
''Good one, Star,'' Shining complimented from the bed. Star tipped an invisible hat to the other stallion, and then looked at the vial in Emerald's hoofs. 
''So,'' he said, ''Care to explain what that is?"
Cadence stifled her laughter to answer. ''A de-aging potion I brewed for you.''
Instantly, Star's head snapped towards her. ''How on Equus did you do that?'' he asked. ''Those potions are incredibly hard to make.'' And required some pretty rare ingredients, Star’s mind added.
Cadence smiled at him. ''I took a few Alchemy courses in my youth, and I studied some more afterwards,'' she explained.
Star sighed. ''How many years?'' he asked.
''Twenty,'' Cadence replied.
Star raised an eyebrow. ''Impressive,'' he said. ‘’Is it safe to take now?’’
Cadence nodded, and motioned for Emerald to give it to him. Star took the vial from her, lifted it in his magic, looked at it for a moment to analyse its contents, and then knocked it back in one tug.
Immediately, it took effect. The few wrinkles and grey hairs that had been forming disappeared; while Star was only forty-two, he was already feeling the effects of his adventures on his body, and raising a foal hadn’t helped his stress levels. ‘’One moment.’’
He walked into the bathroom and took a look at his face in the mirror. He really did look like twenty-two. Excellent.
‘’It works perfectly,’’ he stated as he trotted back into the main room, tipping his head at Cadence. ‘’Thank you.’’
Cadence smiled tiredly at him. ‘’Don’t thank me yet.’’
Before Star could ask what she meant by that cryptic statement, he was cut off by Emerald. ''Your Majesty? I'm not meaning to be rude, but shouldn't we be going?" she spoke up.
Cadence and Shining's shoulders both sagged. ''Indeed you should, Emerald,'' Shining said as he stood up from the bed. ''Take good care of my daughter, Star.'' Shining looked the other stallion straight in the eye.
Star nodded, looking back unflinchingly. ''Of course, Shining.''
Shining smiled sadly, before shaking Star's hoof. ''Goodbye, my friend,'' he said, before turning to Emerald. ''Try to keep the two of them in line, Emerald,'' he added with a wink.
''Hey! I resent that!'' Star said indignantly.
''Star…'' Cadence was stopped as Star pulled her into a tight hug.
''Good luck, Cadence. I won't ever forget you, and neither will Flurry,'' he promised, before letting go.
Flurry squealed as Shining lifted her off Cadence's back and hugged her. Cadence joined in a few seconds later, and Emerald and Star both had to fight back tears at the heart-warming scene.
''Goodbye, Flurry Heart,'' Shining said as he hoofed her off to Emerald.
''We'll always be with you, darling,'' Cadence added, smiling sadly.
‘’Mommy, where are we going?’’ Flurry asked, evidently affected by the emotions of the adults surrounding her. ‘’Why are you all so sad?’’
‘’You’re going with Uncle Star,’’ Shining explained gently. ‘’We’ll be coming tomorrow.’’
Star had to blink his tears away, while Emerald sniffed and quickly wiped her face clean. Cadence summoned a thick letter with her magic and gave it to Star. ‘’Open it when you’re safe,’’ she ordered.
Star bowed his head. ‘’Of course, Cadence. Come on, Flurry.’’ He stored the letter in his saddlebag.
''Goodbye, friends.'' Cadence and Shining stepped away from Star as his horn lit up in a golden light.
Emerald moved closer to Star, until they were almost touching each other. Flurry was on Star’s back, snuggled into his warm cloak. With a final look at the pair, Star cast his spell, and the three ponies vanished in a golden flash.
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