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		Description

Spike has saved the Crystal Empire from King Sombra's reign of terror and from a frozen cloud impact. To show their appreciation and celebrate their hero, the Spike Fan Club invites the Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious to the Crystal Empire's first annual Spike Day.

Update: Originally written as one chapter, revisions (now complete) have allowed me to divide the story into two chapters.
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		Chapter 1: Preparations



Dear Princess Celestia,
When I was crowned Princess of Friendship, I wanted to take on the responsibilities and tasks that would come with the crown. For a while, I thought that all I’d be doing was smiling and waving, but after our confrontation with Lord Tirek, I’ve come to understand friendship on a deeper level and what it means to be the Princess of Friendship. I feel that with every challenge we face, our friendship only grows stronger. True, my new duties may be greater than I had originally anticipated, but it is nothing that I cannot handle, especially when I have such amazing friends who have, since first coming to Ponyville, stood by my side through thick and thin.
Twilight Sparkle, Princess of Friendship

Spike finished writing Twilight’s letter. He rolled and sealed the scroll. Holding it up, he took a breath and exhaled magical green fire upon it. Consumed by flames, the scroll disintegrated and was whisked away to be delivered to Twilight’s former teacher.
“There you go, Twilight,” said Spike. “Your letter is on its way!”
“Thank you, Spike,” Twilight replied. “Princess Celestia will be happy to know that I’m ready for whatever obstacles come our way.” She stood straight like a soldier at attention. “Let enemies of Harmony try to take away our friendship. Just let them try to break down our doors and-”
Boom, boom, boom! Twilight’s speech was interrupted as a thunderous sound echoed throughout the Castle of Friendship.
“Uh, Twilight…” Spike began in a shaky voice. “I think you spoke too soon.”
“It’s just somepony at the door,” Twilight explained.
“I don’t know. You can never be too careful.”
Twilight assured, “Whoever it is, we can handle them.”
With her number one assistant close by her side, the Princess of Friendship walked to the castle door. With a sturdy disposition, she extended her hoof to open it. Standing on the other side wasn’t an enemy of Harmony; rather, a Crystal Pony.
“Stand back, fiend!” Spike avowed. “I’m warning you.”
“It’s okay, Spike,” Twilight calmed him down. “She’s a Crystal Pony."
The visitor bowed. “Princess Twilight Sparkle. Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious.” Rising up, she announced, “I bring news from the Crystal Empire.” She introduced herself, “My name is Diamond Solitaire and I am the president of the Spike Fan Club.”
“The Spike Fan Club?” questioned Spike.
“Yes! The Spike Fan Club was founded to honor your saving the Crystal Empire, not just once, but twice!” Diamond Solitaire explained. “To show our gratitude, the Crystal Empire is celebrating the first ever Spike Day. There will be a parade and everything! We would be so honored if you could come.”
“A day all about me,” Spike said in wonderment, his eyes growing big as he imagined what a day all to himself would be like. “Of course, I’ll come. Wait, can my friends come, too?”
“Certainly. You may invite anypony you like. We’ll send the Crystal Train for you.” She smiled. “This is so great! The Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious himself is coming to our first ever Spike Day!” She bowed to Twilight and to Spike. “Thank you for your time. We look forward to your visit.”
Before leaving, Diamond Solitaire gave Spike a poster advertising his special day. The little dragon set out at once to Sweet Apple Acres, Carousel Boutique, Sugarcube Corner, Fluttershy’s cottage, and to Rainbow Dash’s favorite relaxing cloud above Ponyville to call his friends to the Castle of Friendship where he shared with them his exciting news and to invite them to the first Spike Day celebration. Everypony commended him for his big day.
“I can’t believe my little Spikey-wikey has his very own day,” said Rarity with happiness. “You must allow me to design a special ensemble for you.”
Rainbow Dash chimed in, “Having a whole day dedicated to you is the ultimate awesome!”
“Imagine the celebrating, the partying, the balloons!” Pinkie Pie mused with excitement.
“I was hoping you all would come to the Crystal Empire with me for the parade,” said Spike.
“There’s a parade, too?!” Pinkie Pie was ecstatic. “I love parades!”
“Of course, we’ll come, Spike,” said Fluttershy.
“Darn tootin’!” Applejack agreed. “We’ll be there, partner.”
“We sure will be, Spike,” said Twilight.
They all embraced him in a congratulatory group hug.

On the day before the big celebration, Spike and the Mane Six journeyed to the Crystal Empire. When they arrived, they were warmly welcomed by a crowd of Crystal Ponies.
"He's here!" exclaimed one Crystal Pony.
"Look, it's him!" said another.
"Hey, everypony!" Spike greeted. "It's great to be here."
As Spike mingled with his admirers, he was greeted by the Spike Fan Club.
“Oh, Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious, you’re here!” exclaimed Diamond Solitaire. “Princess Twilight Sparkle,” she greeted as she genuflected.
“Please, just call me Twilight,” the Princess of Friendship requested.
“As you wish, Princess, er, I mean, Twilight.” She turned to the others, “And you must be Spike’s friends.”
“Yes, ma’am,” Applejack replied. “Ah’m Applejack, and this here’s Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy, Rarity, and Rainbow Dash.”
“Any friends of Spike are friends of the Spike Fan Club. Speaking of which, we have a meeting starting soon concerning tomorrow’s celebration. You’re all very welcome to join us. Today, our meeting will be at the Crystal Palace. We’re making final preparations with Princess Cadance and Prince Shining Armor. Let's go!”
Spike, the Mane Six, and the Spike Fan Club were escorted to the palace by the Crystal Guard. There, the Crystal Captain announced their arrival, "Your Highnesses, I present the Spike Fan Club, the Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious, Princess Twilight Sparkle, and their friends from Ponyville."
Twilight was happy to see her brother and sister-in-law. “Shining Armor! Cadance!” she exclaimed.
“Twily!” Shining Armor cried out. “Come give your Big Brother Best Friend Forever a hug.”
“Twilight, it’s so good to see you again,” said Cadance. She and Twilight recited their foalhood rhyme, “Sunshine, sunshine, ladybugs awake! Clap your hooves and do a little shake!”
Then began their conference. Diamond Solitaire announced, “This meeting of the Spike Fan Club is now in session. Our first order of business: tomorrow is the Crystal Empire’s first Spike Day.” She addressed Cadance and Shining Armor, “Your Highnesses, we have mapped out the path of the parade, beginning at our clubhouse and concluding here at the palace.”
“Well done, Diamond Solitaire,” said Cadance.
“Thank you, Princess Cadance. We’ve also got the parade floats and the big Spike balloon ready to go!”
“Excellent!” Shining Armor exclaimed. “I can’t wait to see it!”
“Me neither!” Pinkie Pie squealed with excitement.
Diamond Solitaire proceeded, “Now, our second order of business: The Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious is here with all his friends from Ponyville, including Princess Twilight Sparkle! How great is that?”
The members of the Spike Fan Club responded in the positive.
Diamond Solitaire turned to Spike, “Your big day is tomorrow. How does that make you feel?”
Spike replied, “I suppose a little recognition couldn’t hurt.”
“That’s right!” Rainbow Dash jumped in. “Ponies better recognize!”
“Well as a special treat,” continued Diamond Solitaire, “we’re giving you and your friends a day of pampering and relaxation at the Crystal Spa, and if you need anything, don’t hesitate to ask.”
At the Crystal Spa, Spike and friends were treated like royalty! They bathed in the hot tub, got deep tissue massages, had facial masks applied, and received hooficures. A delicious bowl of green gems was brought for Spike as he was getting his scales shined. Refreshed and rejuvenated, the friends from Ponyville were ready for the next day’s festivities.

	
		Chapter 2: The Big Celebration



We-e-e-e… Boom! Fireworks screamed as they rocketed into the sky. They burst into colorful stars among the aurora. What a dazzling sight it was!
Princess Cadance and Prince Shining Armor stepped out onto the balcony of the palace. “Attention, everypony,” Cadance addressed the Empire. “Let it be known that on this day, the Crystal Empire celebrates its first Spike Day in recognition of Spike’s twice saving us from harm. Let the celebration begin!”
The Crystal Ponies cheered and the Spike Day parade began. Dressed in a purple suit with green accents, the Grand Marshal led the way. Following was a group of Crystal Ponies playing the newly composed Spike Day Anthem on flugelhorns. The band was proceeded by the giant Spike balloon; it was so big it required a team of six ponies to hold the lines and guide it along the parade's path. Everypony oohed and aahed as they watched it go by. After the balloon came a float decorated like jagged dark crystals. Upon the float were two ponies: one dressed as Spike, the other as King Sombra. They chased each other around; “King Sombra” attempting to take a replica Crystal Heart from “Spike.” The eyes of the little foals in the audience were wide as they kept a close watch on "Spike." They cried out, "Look out! King Sombra is right behind you!"
Next came a team of athletic ponies, running and jumping as they represented the contestants of the Equestria Games. They were leading a float designed like the Crystal Stadium. A second Spike actor “belched” flames, “melting” the cloud of ice suspended above the float. The ponies in the audience were treated to a shower of mist and splashed with water as the cloud of iced was "melted." Everypony laughed and cheered, the excitement building with each performance.
The best was saved for last: the Spike Fan Club marched ahead of the grandest of floats upon which the Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious himself stood with Twilight, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Applejack beside him. He smiled warmly as he waved to everypony. This was perhaps the greatest moment of his life, and what better way to celebrate than with his friends? The crowd went wild when they saw their hero before them. They all began to chant his name, "Spike! Spike! Spike!"
The parade made its way along the streets of the Empire and only paused when arriving at the Crystal Palace.
Everypony gathered around the base of the palace in the presence of the Crystal Heart. Diamond Solitaire led Spike to the Crystal Heart where Cadance and Shining Armor awaited. Spike bowed before them. After returning the gesture, they bestowed upon him a royal medallion in the shape of a purple translucent, glittering snowflake with a green center.
“For you, Great and Honorable Spike the Brave and Glorious,” Cadance began. “We bestow this medallion upon you to show our gratitude for your services to the Crystal Empire.”
Shining Armor used his magic to put the medallion’s band around Spike’s neck. He spoke as he bowed, “Thank you, Spike. May you be remembered for your heroic deeds for a thousand years, and for a thousand years more.”
Everypony gave cheers to their hero.
The Spike Fan Club encouraged the little dragon to give a speech. Shining Armor proudly gave him the floor.
Spike stepped up and, standing before the Crystal Ponies, he proceeded to speak. “Thank you, everypony,” he started. “I never intended to be a hero. When I was needed, I jumped in to help. I couldn’t stand around and not do anything when I knew that there was something I could do. What kind of friend would that make me? It’s great to have a day dedicated to myself, I’m not gonna lie! but being there for everypony is what’s most important, and there's nothing I wouldn't do for a friend in need."
The ponies applauded the purple dragon.
"I'm proud of you, Spike," said Twilight as she gave him a hug.
"I learned from the best," Spike replied as he embraced his best friend.
With his friends beside him, Spike enjoyed the festivities and games the Crystal Ponies had prepared. He tried on hats with Rarity, tasted Crystal cider with Applejack, played with the ewes at the petting zoo with Fluttershy, cheered for Rainbow Dash at the jousting match, decorated cupcakes with Pinkie Pie, and witnessed the marking of the holiday in the annals of the Crystal Empire's history with Twilight. At the end of the day, Spike had as much fun as a little dragon from Canterlot could have. He slept the whole train ride back to Ponyville.
Spike, the Mane Six, Cadance and Shining Armor, and all the Crystal Ponies certainly agreed that the first ever Spike Day was a day to remember.

	