
		
			[image: Cover image]
		

	
		Forever

		Written by Marezinger Z

		
					My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic

					Fluttershy

					Discord

					Drama

					Sad

					Slice of Life

		

		Description

As Fluttershy shows Discord her first gray hair, he realizes that his beloved friend is getting older and offers her the ultimate gift.
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Over the past ten years much had changed in Fluttershy’s life; her raucous adventuring with her friends had come to an end and her sanctuary had grown to become the focal point of her life as it continued to flourish. Angel had passed away but she was fortunate to still have his little buck and doe, Cherub and Seraphim at her side. Contact with the others had also lessened as Twilight lived in Canterlot as Equestria's ruler, Rarity devoted herself full time to her businesses, Applejack had taken over the farm with the passing of Granny Smith, Pinkie Pie ran Sugar Cube Corner in place of the retired Cakes and Rainbow Dash now stood as second to Spitfire in overseeing the Wonderbolts. The one thing that hadn’t changed was her time with Discord, as even after all the years he still faithfully had tea with her twice a week. It was a great comfort to her that something always stayed the same. Discord had become a rock as the lives of her and her friends continually changed and the day found her preparing for his usual visit. She set out the tea set as well as an assortment of cookies; she also swapped out the throw pillows for her monogrammed ones and put new flowers in the vase on the table. As her labor came to a close, on the hour, a knock came at her door. 
“Come in.” She laughed, knowing full well he didn’t need the door. A cloud of magic burst before her and Discord appeared.
“Hello, Fluttershy.” He magically conjured a hat and coat which he immediately took off and hung on the rack near the door. 
“How have you been?” She asked, heading for the couch.
“Well, chaos has been on the decline as of late.” He frowned. “Twilight keeps coming up with rational and compromising solutions to Equestria’s troubles. At this rate I’ll be out of a job.” He sat opposite her.
“Don’t worry.” Fluttershy smiled as she filled his cup. “The world will always need a little bit of chaos.” 
“To chaos!” He held his cup out. 
“To chaos.” Fluttershy reciprocated his toast with a giggle. 
“So.” Discord lifted the top of his head off and poured the tea inside. “Still keeping up with the wild life of maintaining wildlife?” 
“Absolutely.” She nodded. “I’ve been finalizing plans for the new wetland expansion. Work should begin by the end of the month.” 
“Pshh… work.” Discord rolled his eyes. “I keep telling you that I could alter the landscape with a mere snap of my fingers.” He snapped and transformed the living room into a swamp. 
Fluttershy smiled slyly. “And what do I keep telling you?” She asked as a bullfrog leapt across her lap. 
Discord sighed. “Materializing things out of the ether is bad for the economy and takes away jobs from hardworking ponies, I know.” He snapped again and returned the living room to normal. 
“Thank you, though.” She laughed. “Oh, I have something I want to show you.” She stood and went over to him, pulling her mane back. 
“What?” Discord eyed her curiously.
“Right there.” She pointed with her hoof. “My first gray hair.” 
“Really?” He conjured a magnifying glass and observed closely. “Oh… well how about that.” 
“Rarity said if I pulled it out it would make more grow.” She chuckled as she returned to her seat. 
“Well, I think it makes you look distinguished.” Discord complimented. 
“Ha, that’s what mom said.” She noted as she munched on a cookie. 
Discord stroked his beard thoughtfully. “I suppose then, now is the best time to bring this up.”
“Bring what up?” Fluttershy looked to him questioningly. 
“I’ve been waiting for the time when you truly came into your own.” He began. “It’s high time you allowed me to work my magic and make you eternal, like me.” 
“What?” Surprise washed over her face. 
“It’s only natural.” Discord said with a casual wave. “And seeing as you’ve gotten your first gray hair, that means your mortality is starting to kick in; what better time to preserve you as you are.” 
“Are you… serious?” She asked. 
“Of course.” Discord poured himself a second cup. “Our friendship is important to me and I want it to last forever. It can’t really do that if only one of us will be around for that long.” He rubbed his claws together eagerly. “I’ve been waiting so long for this.” He materialized and chart with Fluttershy’s body on it. “Now, you do have some options.” He pointed to the chart. “I was personally thinking of adding some flare… maybe dragon wings.” The display morphed to reflect his idea. “Perhaps horns?” A pair of flowing horns sprouted from her head. 
“Discord… no.” Fluttershy frowned. 
“Fine. No horns.” He grumbled. 
“Not just the horns.” Fluttershy shook her head. “I don’t want to be eternal.”
“What?” The chart vanished and Discord sat forward with a shocked look. “Why in the world not?”
“I’m sorry, Discord.” She apologized. “That’s just not something I want for myself.”
“But… you're getting older.” He gestured to her. 
“I know.” She smiled. “That’s only natural.” 
“Well not to me, it isn’t.” He huffed. “What logic is there in not wanting eternal life?” 
“It has nothing to do with logic.” She assured. “I like the fact that I’ve made it this far in life and I’m looking forward to everything that comes next.” 
“The end comes next.” Discord said bitterly. “It doesn’t have to be that way. You can take care of the animals for all eternity… and more importantly we can stay together.” 
Fluttershy saw that he was actually getting upset and returned to his side. “Discord.” She set her hoof to his leg. “I understand your thinking but this is something that you just wouldn’t understand. You were never mortal so you see life differently than the rest of us, which is one of the things I love about you; but you have to understand that this is just something I can’t do.” 
“Why?” Discord asked with a glare. “Do you want to die someday?” 
She smiled and shook her head. “I’m not afraid of that, Discord. Death is natural, maybe not to you, but to ponies it is. It isn’t death we should be afraid of but not living in the first place; and I love the life I’ve had and I can’t wait to see how the rest of it plays out.” She calmly rubbed his arm. “I look forward to growing old with my friends and watching the young grow up to take our place. And yes, one day I’ll pass on; but I don’t plan on having any regrets when that time comes.”
“What about me!?” Discord angrily stood. “You were my first friend, you’re my best friend, I…” He stopped himself, balling his fist as his eyes actually began to tear over. “Am I just supposed to sit here and watch you wither away!?” He shouted.
“Discord.” Fluttershy looked up at him with sympathetic eyes. 
“You’re being ridiculous!” He snapped his fingers and disappeared. 
With a heavy sigh, Fluttershy lowered her head and wiped her eyes. She headed out into the afternoon sun, making her way towards the sanctuary. Over the years, the two of them had their share of spats and he developed a habit of teleporting into the sanctuary when he was upset, finding some level of solace amongst the animals she cared so dearly for. As expected, she found him sitting beside the lake with his arms folded. Flying down, she landed behind him and smiled. 
“Discord, I’m sorry I can’t do this for you.” She stepped closer. “The fact that you care so much to even think of going to such a length for me means a lot though.” 
He sat silent for several moments, surreptitiously running his arm across his eyes. “I don’t want you to die, Fluttershy. I don’t want to live in a world without you… I might as well be stone again.” 
“You don’t mean that.” She sat behind him, resting her cheek against his back. “Discord, life is so precious and the fact that we die is what makes it that way. You shouldn’t be upset about the moments we won’t have, but happy about the ones that we do. Every moment we spend together is so special to me, Discord; and I want to enjoy them all for as long as I have in this world.”
“And what happens when you’re gone?” He asked shallowly.
“When that day finally comes, I don’t want you to be sad.” Fluttershy sniffled as she began to cry. “You’ve come such a long way and I hope that you continue to make even more friends after I’m gone. Besides, if you always keep me in your heart, then I’ll never really be gone.” She stepped around him to find him crying. “But I don’t plan on going anywhere anytime soon.” She smiled into his eyes. “So how about we finish our tea, I’ve got a lot more to tell you about.” 
Discord looked into her eyes, lurching forward and hugging her fiercely. “That sounds lovely.” He muttered as she put her hooves around him. He snapped his fingers and teleported them back into her house.

			Author's Notes: 
This is my first time writing Discord in a purely casual setting as i've mostly used him for combat. I wanted to maintain his semi-childish nature while showing that it now came from a place of affection after ten years of growth. Anyway, i'm sure this idea has been played with before but i wanted to take my own swing at it.
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