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		Description

Though the battle against Paradox has been won, it is Blitz Surge who has come out victorious. He holds the power of harmony, and he has disbanded the Elements of Heroism. And with his team, the Lancers, he now has all of Castalot under his watch. Unfortunately for our "hero", his plans are about to come crashing down around him. A true hero is returning.
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		Prologue



Celestia let out a sigh as she finished lowering the sun past the horizon. Another day had come to an end as quickly as it had began, and the peaceful cloak of night draped over the kingdom of Unity. Now that she was finished with her duties, Celestia could enjoy a quiet and peaceful evening with her sister and Nightmare Moon. However, the evening soon became anything but quiet.
From out of seemingly nowhere, a massive lightning storm had formed in the skies above Castalot! Thunder cracked throughout the heavens as lightning bolt streaked violently yet seamlessly across the sky! Upon seeing the sudden weather phenomenon, Celestia was confused. There wasn't any storm in the forecast, and the Everfree Forest's weather was still contained within its ocean of trees.
"What in the world could be causing this?" Celestia asked herself as she teleported to the iconic balcony that gave her a view of the city, and the city a view of her. The storm's thunder booming as if acknowledging her observation, and the lightning dancing more excitedly than ever! It wasn't long before Celestia had company. "Luna. Moon. I take it the storm's caught your attention, too?"
"It would be pretty hard for us to not notice it." Nightmare Moon replied as she and Luna stood next to Celestia. "It's hard to believe that something that rages like this is so calm at its center."
"True enough." Celestia said with a smile as she watched the lightning dance. "And storm's also have a strange mix of dark and light to them, too. All those dark clouds lit up by a flash of lightning." And the three princesses continued to observe the lightning storm. 
However, as they watched the storm, Celestia and Nightmare Moon spotted the vague silhouette of a figure flying right in the middle of the storm! They were about to intervene, but it seemed that the lightning arced around the figure! And as the lightning flashed, the figure's silhouette was briefly illuminated as it descended towards the ground. 
"Whoever that was, they must either be brave or foolish." Luna stated. "Or, they're incredibly lucky to not have been struck by the lightning."
"All that matters is that they're safe on the ground now." Celestia said with a sigh of relief. "It's just been one storm after another in the city, hasn't it?"
"Between that Paradox guy bringing in those dragons while trying to make his own little dimension here, and Blitz Surge setting up Lancer Headquarters here in Castalot, the storm outside's more appealing." Nightmare Moon huffed. "Honestly, Luna, can't you just decommission that pack of jerks?"
"I. . . I don't want to be too hasty." Luna replied nervously. "Blitz might think I've betrayed him if I were to do that without warning."
"Luna. He picked a fight with Twilight in her own castle. That's grounds for assaulting royalty." Nightmare Moon argued with a frown. "Or is your crush affecting your common sense? Last time I checked, you and Blitz Surge didn't go out on dates all that much."
"He's. . . very committed to his duties with the Lancers." Luna countered with a blush on her face. "I hope someday, he'll make a commitment that binds us together."
"It's no excuse, Luna." Celestia sighed. "Especially since the last time I made you feel neglected, I lost you for a thousand years. And I will never forgive Blitz Surge if he pushes you even a step close to that point."
"You sure you couldn't just have me torment him with nightmares each time he tries to sleep?" Nightmare Moon chimed in with a smirk. "He deserves it for all the crap he's pulled."
"T-There's no need to go that far!" Luna snapped! "Please, for the heavens' sake, leave my relationship out of this!" And she teleported away with a flustered look on her face.
"I wonder how Twilight and her friends are weathering the storm?" Celestia thought out-loud. As soon as she'd said that, the Main 6 and Elements of Heroism collectively sneezed as they observed reports of the storm on TV.
Meanwhile, the figure that had been flying in the storm touched down on the streets of Castalot. With how fierce the storm was, most people were shutting themselves indoors. The new arrival, however, strolled along the city streets like they were going on a pleasant evening stroll. The flashes of lightning briefly disclosing their true appearance. The figure was a young man with an outfit that looked like he'd been in the fight of his life. His coat was especially ragged due to the holes torn through it from a pair of wings on the young man's back. Almost as if the wings had suddenly sprouted without any explanation.
As the young man walked, he soon heard his stomach growl a bit before spotting Donut Joe's shop. Smiling, he made his way over to the shop and headed inside. However, he was soon greeted by an unpleasant sight. Three of the Lancers, Lightning Dust, Garble, and Lance Slayer were harassing Joe.
"What's the deal with this bill, huh?" Lance snapped as he waved the bill in front of Joe's face. "You should be giving us these donuts on the house! Do you know who we are? We're the Lancers! We risked out lives to fight for this city just a few days ago! Not to mention we went to apprehend a dangerous individual not that long ago!"
"And to do that, you tried to fight against the Princess of Friendship. Who just so happens to be one of my favorite patrons." Joe shot back with a glare. "Not to mention, your 'great leader' disbanded the Elements of Heroism after they worked so hard to protect us!"
"Those guys are old news, man!" LIghtning Dust cackled. "With Blitz Surge, the REAL heroes are in the spotlight now!"
At hearing all this, the young man frowned before letting out a sigh of frustration. He was definitely not happy to hear the current events that had transpired. But at the moment, he was more upset with the Lancers harassing Donut Joe. So, he decided to do something about. He went over to the Lancers' table, and snatched the platter of donuts they'd been gorging themselves on!
"HEY!" Garble snapped as he glared at the young man! "Those were ours!"
"If you say these donuts aren't worth your money, then your business is worthless here." The young man replied as he dumped the platter into the nearby trash can! Earning glares from the Lancers and a smile from Donut Joe. He then made his way to the counter. "One chocolate cake donut, please. Oh! And a glass of milk too."
"Hey you." Lance said with a nasty smile as he stomped over to the young man. "I don't know who you think you are, but you obviously don't know who you're dealing with!"
"Clearly you're not worth knowing." The young man quipped. Earning low growls from the Lancers!
"Those wings. . . " Lance said as he noticed the young man's wings. "Those're dragon wings." His eyes then narrowed. "Y'know, you remind me of this guy that really gets me mad. He had a pair of dragon wings, too. And a freak like him gets the Element of Generosity as his girlfriend? Disgusting!"
"Maybe she chose him because he's a better person than you." The young man retorted. Happily accepting the donut and milk Joe gave him. "Then again, that's not too hard to do considering I just saw you giving the owner trouble instead of being mature and paying your bill."
"You better watch who you're talking to, punk." Garble said with a sneer. "We're heroes."
"Hmph." The young man smirked as he turned to face the Lancers. "Suuure you are." He'd just placed the donut in his mouth when Lance swung at him with a right hook! The young man ducked just in time, and slugged Lance in the gut! Winding the Lancer greatly!
Garble and Lightning Dust were about to rush the young man, but he used Lance like a springboard and pushed off him with his legs! The pair was so stunned at how fast the guy was that Lightning Dust couldn't guard herself from the swift kick to the face the young man delivered! The female Lancer falling to the ground with a groan!
Garble, despite seeing his colleagues bested so easily, chose to charge at the young man. He received a slap in the face from the guy's wings for his troubles. While Garble was stunned, the young man delivered a powerful punch to Garble's face! Knocking the drake out cold!
Nodding in satisfaction at his handiwork, the young man turned to face Lance Slayer. Gesturing for the enraged Lancer to come and get him with a smirk on his face! Lance, furious at being mocked, charged at the young man blindly! His fist poised to brutally strike the young man! Unfortunately for Lance, the young man caught his fist and executed a devastating upper cut, punching Lance's lights out!
Once the fight, if it could even be called that, was over, the young man knelt down and removed the unconscious Lance's wallet. Presenting it to Joe with a bright smile as he bit down on his donut.
"So. How much do they owe you?" The young man asked.
"I think they've paid enough." Joe grinned. "But I say throw 'em out into the storm for good measure."
"No problem." The young man smiled as he tossed the Lancers out into the storm before heading back inside. Scarfing down the rest of his donut and chugging the milk he'd ordered. "So what do I owe you?"
"On the house, kid." Joe chuckled. "Thanks for sticking it to these thugs."
"I don't like bullies." The young man replied as he got up to leave. "See ya around!"
"Be careful gettin' home in the storm!" Joe called out.
"Don't need to." The young man said with a smile as he left the shop. The flashes of lightning sparking like his electric-blue eyes. "I'm already home. . . "

	
		Episode 1: The Return of Power, Part 1



'For the second time in my life, a really important event begins with a letter.' Twilight thought to herself aboard the Crystal Express. 'First it was my big brother's wedding, and now he and Cadence are having a baby.'
Twilight smiled as she remembered receiving the invitation that announced Shining Armor and Princess Cadence's newborn. She could barely contain her happiness, and proudly declared her newly gained title of "Aunt Twilight" to all of Unityville. And on top of all that, she was also helping Starlight reunite with her old friend Sunburst!
"Yep!" Twilight said with a satisfied smile. "This is going to be an awesome trip!"
"And here I was thinking it was too early for me to meet your family." Nightfall Silver joked. "Heck, they probably thought you'd never get a boyfriend. Or maybe that would be a blessing in your brother's eyes."
"Thankfully, he's not that overprotective." Twilight giggled. "Still, he might warn you that he'd hunt you down if you broke my heart."
"I'd rip out my own if I ever broke yours." Nightfall smiled. However, the stunned look on Twilight's face wasn't the reaction he was going for. ". . . I didn't say something that ruined the moment, did I?"
"No." Twilight shook her head. "I just don't think you could ever be. . . heartless." The couple shared a brief laugh over Twilight's pun. "What did I do to deserve you?"
"You made my life more magical." Nightfall quipped. "Plus, I never expected to be an uncle at this age. Who knows? Maybe we'll be the next royal couple!"
"It all depends on who gets the bouquet at Rarity and Inferno's wedding." Twilight said with a shrug as she wrapped one of her wings around her boyfriend. "Unless Rainbow Dash snatches it out of the air, that is."
"Oh, please!" Rainbow Dash muttered. "That wouldn't be nearly as fun as battling it out for the bouquet!"
The group of friends shared laugh as the Crystal Express pulled into the station. No matter how many times they visited, the beauty of the Crystal Empire never ceased to amaze the group. They quickly made their way over to the castle, and were guided to what was serving as the nursery area. Upon arriving, they were greeted by Celestia, Luna, and Nightmare Moon. However, there was also a bit of unpleasant company present.
"Blitz Surge." Inferno growled as he glared at the leader of the Lancers. "It figures you have to show up whenever any of us feel the least bit happy. So how're you going to try and ruin today?"
"No need for hostility here, Inferno." Blitz Surge said with a smug smile. "I am merely here at Luna's request. Besides, this is quite the momentous occasion. You never know what villain would try and abduct the newborn royal in our midst." He then frowned. "But I suppose there's a bit of news that would please you lot. Last night, during the lightning storm, a man assaulted my comrades while they were out celebrating their victory. I've no idea who he is, but they will pay for their actions."
"Your comrades probably deserved it." Steel Edge growled. "Especially due to the fact some of them have either tried to hurt or nearly killed our friends, and one of them pulled a reckless stunt that could've hurt a lot of people!"
"SHHH!" Shining Armor hissed. "I don't know the full story of what's going on between your groups, but I know you Lancers are the antagonists here." His eyes narrowed. "ESPECIALLY since you decided to pick a fight with my sister. But this is supposed to be a happy occasion. Twily, do you want to meet your niece?"
"You bet I do!" Twilight said with an bright smile. 
"Just. . . be prepared for what you're about to see." Shining Armor advised. "I was pretty shocked when our little girl came into this world."
"What do you-" Twilight and her friends' eyes went wide when they saw the baby. ". . .  The baby's an avatar?!"
"You got that right." Cadence said with a smile as she stared down at her child. "Our own little goddess."
"It looks like we've got a pantheon in the making!" Nightmare Moon cheered. Earning a giggle from the baby. "It's funny. I thought she'd be crying the second I smiled at her."
"This is incredible!" Twilight said as she smiled down at the baby. "How is this even possible?"
"We're not completely certain," Celestia began. "My sister and I were created by Faust herself as her daughters. In Cadence's case, it might have been due to her yearning for a child." The sun goddess then smiled down at the baby "But all that really matters is that this little bundle of joy is making the couple happier than ever."
However, once the baby sneezed, she let loose a massive blast of magic that tore through the ceiling above! Everyone was utterly dumbfounded at the amount of power the baby had in her! Then again, she was a newborn goddess, so it stood to reason she would have divine levels of strength regardless of her infancy.
"Shining Armor? Cadence?" Twilight asked. "You might want to baby-proof the castle. And not in the way you think."
"Got it." The royal couple answered in unison as the gazed up at the massive hole in the ceiling before turning their attention to their baby who was clapping and giggling at the destruction she'd unintentionally caused. But none of them had any time to dwell on what just happened. The whole empire had gathered in anticipation for the Crystalling, and the anticipation permeated through the air.
Meanwhile, Shadow was with Starlight as they searched for Sunburst's current residence in the Crystal Empire. When they found his place, a slightly disheveled Sunburst answered the door. Sunburst was a bit scattered, and the state of his house reflected it. Spellbooks, tomes, and papers related to magic were stacked and strewn about the whole house! Fortunately, it seemed that the sitting area was relatively uncluttered despite being surrounded by stacks of paper and books.
"Sooo," Sunburst said nervously. "How have you be-GAH!" He was knocked to the side from a slap by Shadow's wing!
"That was for being a lousy friend and forgetting about Starlight." Shadow said plainly. "You didn't try writing to her while you were in school to become a big-time wizard?"
"Shadow!" Starlight exclaimed at Shadow's behavior! "You don't need to do that!"
"Starlight. . . " Shadow sighed. "He pretty much forgot about you the second he got accepted into Celestia's School for Gifted Magi. Not once did he think about the friend he did everything with when he was in your hometown. And his neglect of remembering you is what partially led to you becoming Paradox's pawn. Tell me, honestly, that you wouldn't want to hit him for that."
"I. . . " Starlight paused for a second before analyzing Shadow's points. "Huh. I really can't counter that."
"And I can't blame him. . . " Sunburst groaned as he pulled himself back onto his seat. Nervously looking at Shadow. "Uh, are we cool now?"
"Yeah." Shadow shrugged. "I didn't hit you that hard, did I?"
"No. The surprise is what did the most damage to me." Sunburst replied. "So, tell me what you've been up to. You obviously got a boyfriend now."
"Funny story about how we met." Shadow said with a grin while Starlight smiled nervously. "It all started after I wrecked a cult that Starlight had assembled. And from then she tried to waste me and my friends. . . " And Starlight sighed.
"Yeah." Starlight chuckled sheepishly. "We. . . kinda had a rough start."
Meanwhile, at the castle, everyone was preparing to unveil the baby avatar to the public. All seemed to be going smoothly until a bubble popped in front of the baby and she let out a massive cry! The cry was so loud and so intense that it shattered the Crystal Heart! And with the heart destroyed, the magic protecting the city faded away! Letting the fierce snowstorms that raged outside of the empire encroach upon it!
"We'll try and repulse the storm clouds for as long as we can!" Celestia declared as she spread her wings out to fly! "Twilight, you and your friends see to finding a way to restore the Crystal Heart. Everyone else, see to preparing the city for evacuation. Good luck to all of you!" And Celestia, Luna, and Nightmare Moon flew up to the skies above the Crystal Empire! Pushing back the approaching storm clouds as best as they could with their magic!
Meanwhile, Starlight and Shadow had discovered from Sunburst that he hadn't become an established wizard. However, their attention was stolen away by the massive snowstorm threatening to engulf the Crystal Empire! When the trio arrived at the castle, they saw the Main Six, save for Twilight, running around the castle and trying to capture the baby avatar! Twilight was trying to use a spell to repair the Crystal Heart, but her attempts seemed to have no effect!
Fortunately, Sunburst came to the rescue by modifying the spell Twilight was using, and making sure that the Crystalling was held all the same. When the snowstorms were starting to creep closer to smothering the entire city, the Crystalling was performed with the baby avatar being unveiled to all the citizens of the Crystal Empire! The surge of positivity and joy, combined with the spell Sunburst performed, restored the Crystal Heart! The entire Crystal Empire cheering for their new princess: Flurry Heart!
"Well, that wraps up things nicely." Twilight said with a satisfied nod as she and her friends gathered to leave after the celebration had concluded. "I guess we can head ho-"
"No." Blitz Surge said coldly. "This matter is far from resolved."
"I'm. . . pretty sure it is." Inferno said with a glare aimed at Blitz Surge. "We got the Crystal Heart repaired, and Shining Armor and Cadence's baby was shown to the whole Crystal Empire. The city's still standing, everyone's safe. Mission accomplished!"
"You are mistaken." Blitz Surge scoffed. "We failed to remove the cause of the threat."
"What do you. . . " Shining Armor's eyes went wide in horror when he realized what Blitz Surge meant. "No. . . no, not a chance! There's no way I'll let you take away my daughter!"
"What?!" Cadence gasped as she held Flurry Heart close to her chest! Horror in her eyes as she stared down Blitz Surge! "Y-You can't mean that! You have no right to harm my baby!"
"Blitz Surge, cease this!" Luna commanded! "Flurry Heart is nothing more than an infant! She has no control over her magic! Flurry Heart never meant to cause any of what has transpired!"
"But she is ultimately the root of the disaster that nearly destroyed the Crystal Empire!" Blitz Surge snapped! Drawing his sword, and channeling the power of harmony through the blade! Coating it in a rainbow-colored aura! "And if you seek to prevent me from neutralizing her, THEN YOU ARE ENEMIES OF JUSTICE!" Blitz plunged his katana into the ground, and unleashed a massive blast of harmony that knocked away everyone! Flurry Heart was sent into the air from the attack, and Blitz Surge soon caught her! "If any of you are foolish enough to try and pursue me, I cannot guarantee that the child will go unharmed. Now then, if-"
"Excuse me." A voice said as a figure tapped Blitz Surge on his shoulder. "I believe you're forgetting someone."
"Who could-AGH!" Blitz Surge was winded by a powerful punch to his gut, and sent flying by a kick to the side! The Lancer leader crumpling to a heap on the floor while Flurry Heart was once again up in the air! The figure wasted no time, and caught the baby goddess in his arms.
"So this is the little bundle of joy that Shining and Cadence got around to making!" The figure said with a smile. "Looks like a lot's happened since I was gone." He then turned his attention to the two teams of elements. "Yo, Inferno! Sweet new coat you've got there! And the wings are looking awesome! Hey, Twilight! I guess you're an auntie now!"
"Is. . . is that-?" Twilight asked in shock.
"He's here. . . " Inferno said in awe as tears began to gather in his eyes. "He's back. . . "
"Man, it's good to see everyone! How long's it been?" The figure's bright smile turned loving as he set his eyes on the recovering Celestia and Nightmare Moon. "You still look as lovely as I remember you."
". . . You're here. . . " Celestia said as she put her hands over her mouth. Fighting back happy tears. "You came back . . . "
"This can't be a dream. . . " Nightmare Moon said with teary eyes as she put her hands over her heart. 
"Hey everyone!" Burst Stream said with a grin! "What'd I miss?"
TO BE CONTINUED!

	
		Episode 2: The Return of Power, Part 2



Both teams of elements, and the gathered princess, couldn't contain the sense of joy they felt at seeing Burst Stream before them! They admitted the dragon wings were new, but that couldn't even be considered a legitimate complaint. Everyone was just so happy to have him back! . . . Well, almost everyone.
"Hey. . . that's the guy that fought us during that lightning storm!" Garble growled! "How does he know those guys?!"
"Idiot." Lightning Dust grumbled. "They said his name's Burst Stream! Aka: the leader of the Elements of Heroism. Is it any wonder he handed our butts to us that night?"
"I'd heard he had perished in the battle with Tirek." Lance said with a frown. "But it appears rumors of his death were greatly exaggerated at-" The Lancers froze when they heard Blitz Surge rising to his feet. If the growling they heard coming from Blitz wasn't enough to rattle them, the death glare in his eyes was more than enough to chill their blood. And that wasn't even taking the murderous aura he exuded with each step.
"No. . . " Blitz Surge growled as he stomped towards Burst Stream! "No, no, no, no! NO!" His eyes were filled with a mix of shock, anger and, oddly enough, fear. "NO! You can't be Burst Stream! There's no way you could possibly be that disgrace to heroism, and the one unworthy of being called Aether's son!"
"Says the guy who tried to imprison a baby." Burst Stream shot back as he handed Flurry Heart over to Cadence and Shining Armor. His gaze hardening as he locked eyes with Blitz and the Lancers! "I know the rest of your little band, but I've got no idea who you are. But at the same time, there's something that feels awfully familiar about you."
"Stand down, Blitz Surge!" Luna commanded! "Burst Stream has done you no wrong! There is no need to be hostile!"
"He attacked my men during the storm last night!" Blitz Surge snarled! His grip tightening around his katana! "And I demand satisfaction for making the Lancers look like fools!"
"Considering they were harassing Donut Joe just for charging them a bill like anyone else, they don't need much help looking foolish." Burst Stream retorted. "So, Blitz Surge, huh? From the company you're keeping, I wouldn't call you heroic at all.  And why are you saying I'm not worthy to be called my dad's son? He loved me and raised me. It's not like you're a bastard like Shining Dawn."
"Oh, I am much more than the likes of him! And I am far superior to you brother!" Blitz Surge venomously spat the word brother like it was a curse at Burst Stream! "For I was made from father's essence itself! Though my birth was unnatural, my life is very much real! I have more of father in me than you or Shining Dawn ever had or ever will! I am Aether's TRUE son!"
"You might be made up of a part of my dad, but that doesn't make you his son." Burst Stream declared bluntly. Not faltering the slightest at Blitz's verbal assault! "Call me false and unworthy all you want. It doesn't change the fact that Dad raised me and loved me all the same. And your ranting doesn't change the fact that I'm back where I belong, and ready to lead the Elements of Heroism once more!"
"Heh. Heh heh! AH HA HA HA HA HA!" Blitz Surge howled in laughter! "Oh, perhaps your return is the key to my victory after all! How cruel that you've so clearly declared your purpose, and shall never fulfill it!"
"What kind of nonsense are you spouting?" Burst Stream asked as he raised an eyebrow in questioning. "Last time I checked, my friends were all here. In my eyes, that means the Elements of Heroism are still together and that Inferno did a great job carrying on after me!"
"Oh? You didn't know?" Blitz smirked. "I challenged Inferno to a little duel with leadership of your little band of pretenders as the prize! I won, and disbanded your group of pathetic excuses for heroes! Replacing them with the Lancers! And under us, justice shall be served!"
". . . " Burst Stream was deathly quiet and calm on the outside. However, within his core, he was absolutely pissed off. Blitz Surge had insulted him countless times to his face, but that wasn't what sparked Burst's fury. No, Blitz made the mistake of insulting his friends. 'How this creep beat Inferno is something I want to find out. And given how drunk he is off assuming his victory, now's the perfect chance. . . ' "So tell me. Was it an epic fight with neither of you giving in until you broke through by willpower?"
"Hah!" Blitz Surge scoffed! "As if I'd waste any effort on pretenders like you! My blade has been bestowed the power of harmony by the Tree of Harmony itself! Not even the gods can stand against it's power! To have such power at my command PROVES that I am worthy of being called Aether's son!"
"Then fight me." Burst Stream said. And the whole castle was silent. "If you say you're so much better and more worthy than me, prove it. Fight me for the right to be called a Son of Aether!"
"I need to prove nothing to you!" Blitz Surge snapped! "I have the power of harmony, and bested a god with it! You would be no challenge to me!"
"If you really think that, then why not crush me in front of everyone?" Burst Stream asked with a smirk. "Isn't that what you want? To show everyone how much you surpass me? If you think you can take me down so easy, why not show that you can? Or are am I not special enough for you to use your 'power' to defeat me?"
"No, you are quite special." Blitz Surge said with a murderous smile. "Very well then! We shall see who is worthy with a duel between us! As it was always meant to be! And I will finally erase the mistake that is you!"
"Not so fast." Burst held up his hand. "That's all well and good for you if you're the one who wins, but this can't be just for you. No, this has to have something more in it for me."
"Name your prize." Blitz Surge sneered. "It's not likely you'll be able to obtain it."
"Simple." Burst Stream smiled. "I want the Elements of Heroism re-established and recognized alongside the Lancers. Two groups of heroes are better than one."
"The world only needs one hero." Blitz Surge growled.
"And the world's done for if you're the only one." Burst quipped. "So, we gonna rumble or what?"
"Fine then." Blitz huffed. "But this will not be a fight. It will be a. . . how did it go again? Curbsto-...where are you going?!"
"Hm?" Burst paused as he was walking towards the exit. "What, you thought we'd fight in here? No way! We're taking this outside, buddy. Shining Armor! Tell your guards to clear out some space."
"Are you so sure in your defeat that you want to spare your friends the sight of me crushing you?" Blitz smirked arrogantly. "I couldn't blame you."
"Oh no. I want them and your cronies to get a front row seat for when I kick you ass in front of an entire empire." Burst replied. "Now can you move it along? I've wasted enough words on you."
And the pair of combatants headed outside. Fortunately, the guards had managed to quarantine the center of the empire. Leaving both Burst and Blitz significant room to let loose. The pair staring each other down with their hands hovering over their weapons! Blitz's hand hovering over his katana while Burst kept his hand over his blasters.
"You hold only ranged weaponry?" Blitz smirked as he charged at Burst! His sword drawn and ready to strike! "Fire all you like! It will not delay my advance!"
Burst said nothing as he whipped out his blasters, and started firing at Blitz Surge! As Blitz said, Burst's shots did not halt Blitz's advance much. However, Burst quickly formed an x-sign with his blasters to block the blade of Blitz's katana! And using one to force away the blade, Burst used the free blaster to fire at Blitz Surge! The Lancer leader rolling out of the way to avoid getting shot!
"You were able to match my blade with your guns?" Blitz said with a frown. "It appears there's more to you than meets the eye."
"Oh, I'm just full of surprises." Burst said as he holstered one of his blasters, and pulled back the hammer of the other and pushing the barrel upright! Pulling the trigger again, a blade of light shot out from the barrel of the blaster! The gun turning into a lightsaber! "Let's try this again!" 
And Burst Stream leaped at Blitz Surge! Bringing the blade of his saber down hard against Blitz's katana! To his surprise, the blade wasn't cut clean off! But Burst had no time to ponder the blade's construction! He was more worried about blocking the swings of Blitz Surge! Sparks showering out from their blades as each of them parried and blocked the other's strikes!
'Tch! I've had enough of this! Time to alter the playing field!' Blitz thought with a frown as he broke away from Burst, and leaped to the top of a building! "It's over, Burst Stream! I have the high ground!" The only response from Burst was a blank stare followed by a smile. "Don't try it!"
Burst Stream leaped up towards Blitz Surge! Blitz smiled wickedly as he prepared to cut down Burst while he was airborne, but the sound of wings flapping and a brief gust of wind distracted Blitz! When his focus was regained, Blitz's eyes went wide when he saw Burst Stream hovering above him! His dragon wings flapping proudly in the sky!
"Keep it." Burst said with a smile. "I've got the sky!" And he dive-bombed Blitz Surge while striking with his lightsaber! Cutting Blitz at his shoulder! Wasting no time, Burst powered up his magic and fired a stream of lightning from his hands Shocking Blitz Surge and stunning the Lancer leader and leaving him wide open! Capitalizing on the opening he'd made, Burst shifted his lightsaber back into its blaster form and fired a charged shot! "Jackpot." The blast sent Blitz falling off the building and towards the ground! Burst Stream sighing.
"I don't like him." Burst said as he spread his wings and flew after Blitz Surge! "But I'm not just going to stand and let him die." And he caught Blitz Surge right as the ground was coming up! Burst Stream then tossed Blitz's unconscious body to the Lancers without a care. "Now THAT was satisfying. Keep in mind, I could've done this to ALL of you that night."
And the Lancers scooped up Blitz in a panic before running like all of Tartarus was at their heels. Burst watched them run with a grin on his face.
"Hmm." Burst scratched his head. "I can't help but feel like something's miss-Whoa!" Burst found himself being scooped up in Nightmare Moon's arms! The princess of dreams spinning around as she held her beloved! "Oh, yeah. That."
"You're back! You've really come back!" Nightmare Moon cried out in joy as happy tears fell from her eyes. "I have my precious light back!"
All the while, Celestia was looking at the couple with a wistful smile and a pained look in her eyes. One that Twilight immediately noticed.
"Celestia?" Twilight asked. "Are you okay?"
"I'm. . . fine, Twilight." Celestia said with a practiced smile before taking one last look at Burst and Moon together. "Just. . . fine. Let's go home to celebrate. After all, this is a happy occasion."

	
		Episode 3: A New Den for the Dragon Knight



'Man, did I miss this.' Burst Stream thought to himself as he took a gulp of his soda. Promptly after arriving back in Unityville, Pinkie Pie had decided to throw the biggest party she could to welcome Burst back home. She'd invited practically the whole kingdom to the bash! The party got so large that it soon warranted media coverage. 'Nothing like a victory party after a big event! It's GREAT being back home!'
"Nice to see that you have a drink keeping you company." Nightmare Moon said with a smirk as she strode over to Burst with a sway in her hips. "But do you think you could spare a few minutes to help me?"
"It'd be my pleasure, Your Highness." Burst smiled as he offered his hand to Nightmare Moon. "So. Shall we?"
"Sorry. But I wasn't completely honest with you." Nightmare Moon said with an apologetic smile as she took Burst by the hand and led him to her intended destination. "There's another princess waiting for you." And it was soon revealed that Nightmare Moon had led Burst to Celestia. "Hey, Tia! I found you a partner!"

"M-Moon, I don't know what to say." Celestia was shocked when she saw Nightmare Moon shove Burst towards her! "I. . . didn't really expect this."
"Just save me a slice of your next cake!" Nightmare Moon said with a smirk. "I'd say it's a fair trade for one dance with my boyfriend." She then looked to Burst Stream with a smile. "You two have some catching up to do." And with that, the Princess of Dreams left the Princess of the Sun and the Element of Power on their own.
"Uh, I guess this is the second time we've found ourselves on a dance floor, huh?" Burst Stream said with a nervous gulp! 'I spent all that time away, and I still found myself thinking of her a lot. But. . . I'm with Moon now. I shouldn't be thinking about Celestia that way, right?! It's. . . it's wrong, isn't it? And at the same time,' Burst then took a moment to stare Celestia right in her eyes. 'I still can't help but feel the same way about her that I did when I first saw her real smile. She's still that beautiful to me.'
"So it seems." Celestia slightly blushed. "I, hope you didn't forget how to move."
"Couldn't even if I tried." Burst said with a small smile as he danced with his former girlfriend. Memories of their first dance together couldn't help but surface in both his and Celestia's minds. Their relationship had been abruptly torn apart by Shining Dawn's schemes. Neither of them truly wanted to part with the other. So if that was true, what was stopping them from getting back together? That was the question Nightmare Moon was asking herself as she watched the pair dancing.
'On Burst's part, he would feel horrible because he'd think getting back with Celestia would be betraying me.' Nightmare Moon thought to herself with a contemplative expression on her face. 'And in Celestia's case, she might think that she'd be stealing him away from me. Another possible reason is that she still hasn't fully forgiven herself for hurting Burst by forcibly breaking up with him. I want him, and she wants him too. And from what I've seen in Burst's dreams, he can't seem to be without either of us. Cadence might have a solution. But right now?' Nightmare Moon smiled as Burst finished his dance with Celestia and was making his way over to her. 'Now I think that I'll just enjoy what I have.'
"I've been dreaming of you coming back." Nightmare Moon smiled as she danced with Burst. "But this is even better."
"You got that right." Burst said with a smile as kissed her. The party soon drew to a close, and the guests soon headed back to their homes.
"Well, it's been a blast guys." Burst said with a grin. "But now, I think I'm gonna crash at my place. See ya around!"
As soon as Burst mentioned the fact he was headed to his house, both teams of elements paled. They'd forgotten to mention that Burst's house had been put up for sale! And Burst was about to unfortunately discover that.
"Ah! Been a while since I've been back here!" Burst said as he fished his house key out of his pocket and unlocked the door. But when he flipped on the light, his eyes went wide when he saw that none of his possessions, save for his appliances, were gone! "What happened while I was gone?!" And he frantically searched through his now vacant house for any clues as to what might've happened! Forunately, the rest of the elements arrived within minutes.
"Guys! Help me out!" Burst pleaded as he zipped over to the front door! "I think someone raided my house, fridge, and closet while I was gone! None of my stuff's here!"
"Um, actually. . . " Twilight said nervously. "All your stuff's been stored at my castle. We kinda-sorta thought you. . . died."
". . . Oh. Well that's a relief." Burst said with a relieved sigh. "Good to know I've got friends who I can count on to take care of my stuff!" He then came to a realization. "Oh man! Now I've got no house!"
"Well, I've got plenty of space in my castle." Twilight mentioned. "I have more guest rooms than I know what to do with."
"Nice offer and all, Twilight." Burst stated. "But I really don't wanna crash the setup you and Nightfall have. In fact, most of you are couples now, too. I'd hate to be a third-wheel on you guys."
"Well, some of us are getting closer than others." Inferno said with a chuckle. "I know that it was the best decision I ever made. Right, Rarity?"
"Indeed, darling." Rarity said with a loving smile as she showed off her engagement ring.
"No way! That's awesome!" Burst cheered! "But, back to the topic at hand. I'll crash at one of Twilight's guest rooms tonight. First thing tomorrow, I'll grab my stuff and think about my options. Though there's one option I hope it doesn't come to: moving back in with my parents. I love them to death, but I want a place of my own. Guess that's a bit of my pride talking, though."
"Good luck in finding your own place, man." Inferno said as he waved goodbye with Rarity in tow. "G'night, everyone!" 
And so, the day ended for both teams of elements. True to his word, Burst Stream set to packing up his belongings after he'd eaten breakfast. His next destination was his parents' house to drop off his things. With his items safely deposited in his old home, Burst Stream took a deep breath.
"Alright!" Burst grinned. "Time to find me a home!" And so, Burst Stream set about house hunting. He had a pretty good idea of what sort of house he was looking for. Someplace that was big enough to have his friends over, but small enough so that it wasn't excessive in terms of space. 
However, there was one thing in particular that made Burst's house hunting difficult. Over half the realtors he'd called up when he was interested in a property tried to upsell him and convince him to buy a luxury house or a small mansion. Growing frustrated with getting offers for dwellings far exceeding his requirements, Burst decided it might help to switch his search from permanent housing to apartments. Unfortunately, when he scouted a few apartments, the landlords of a few of the more high-end apartment complexes tried to sell Burst on settling in their buildings. Burst's patience was wearing thin with these people, and this time his refusal almost came out as a dragon's roar! Thankfully, his self-control prevailed and he managed to politely decline.
"Man, this is annoying." Burst sighed as he sat himself down at a restaurant for lunch. Ordering a simple burger to sate his hunger. "Just because I'm a hero doesn't mean I want an expensive home." Thankfully, Burst's meal soon arrived. Elevating his mood the least bit as he had a chance to dig into his food. However, as he was feasting, Burst's phone soon rang. "Hello?"
"Hey, babe." Nightmare Moon greeted from the other end of the call. "How goes the hunting?"
"No big catches yet." Burst said with a sigh as he munched on a few fries. "Everyone keeps trying to push me towards getting a luxury apartment, or a small mansion. Either way, it's not really my style. With each passing moment, I'm happy my parents didn't convert my old room into something else while I was living in Unityville and when I was absent. Mom even welcomed me back with a platter of cookies, so I won't have to worry about ordering dessert."
"Want me to grant you a luck blessing?" Nightmare Moon asked with a mischievous giggle. "Or we could even have Discord conjure up a house for you. He does owe us all for stabbing us in the back by siding with Tirek."
"HE DID WHAT?!" Burst roared! Startling the rest of the restaurant patrons! Burst immediately apologizing for his brief flare of a temper. "Well, thanks for that little piece of information. I'll be sure to keep it in mind. And thanks again for the call. Nice to know that you're always looking to see how I'm doing."
"Awake or asleep, I'm always with you." Nightmare Moon said sweetly. "Good luck on your quest, brave hero!"
"Good to know my goddess is watching over me." Burst chuckled. "Love you too. See you in my dreams tonight." And upon hanging up, he want back to devouring his lunch before setting off on his search once more.
Meanwhile, back at Castalot Castle, Nightmare Moon let out a fond sigh as she hung up. She then spotted Celestia approaching her, and smiled at the solar princess.
"I guess Burst isn't the only one on a lunch break." Nightmare Moon joked as she pocketed her phone. "So how's the day been so far, Tia?"
"Routine." Celestia said with a shrug before smiling at Nightmare Moon. "So what's Burst Stream been up to?"
"He's out house hunting." Nightmare Moon answered. "Though he hasn't found his ideal place yet. Unfortunately, a bunch of pushy people trying to get him to purchase pricey dwellings." The Princess of Dreams let out a sigh. "I'd love nothing more than to just offer up my room to him, and the two of us could share it. But, realistically, he needs his own space."
'Hmm.' Celestia thought with a smile. 'I think I just found a solution to Burst's housing problem.' "Well, there's one space in this castle particularly that is incredibly ready for use."
"Oh?" Nightmare Moon asked. "And what room would this be?"
"One whose occupant we could all stand to see less of." Celestia replied with a knowing smile. "Now to make a call. . . "
Meanwhile, Burst Stream was just about to call it a day for his house hunting. He was about to fly for home when he heard his phone ring.
"Hello?" Burst answered.
"Hello again, Burst Stream." Celestia replied from the other end. "Nightmare Moon informed me of your housing predicament not too long ago."
"Yeah." Burst sighed. "But my search has been turning up empty so far."
"No need to mope about it." Celestia said. "Because I believe I have a solution to your housing problem."
"Really?!" Burst exclaimed with joy! "Th-Thank you! This is great! Celestia, you didn't have to get me a place!"
"Cost is no issue." Celestia smiled on the other end. "Because the place I've found is a room in the castle. It's rarely used, and the most effort you'd need to do is remove the decorations you don't find to your liking before setting up your things. So, how soon can you move in?"
"Today." Burst answered with a smile. "See you at the castle gate!" And Burst spread his wings! Flying off to his parents' house and quickly packing his stuff before teleporting to the front gate of Castalot Castle. Celestia teleporting in front of him not long after he'd arrived. "Show me the way, princess!"
"I see the dragon's eager to claim his new lair." Celestia giggled. "Come along. I think you'll find the room fits your requirements." Celestia led Burst to the room, and unlocked it with its key. "And I wasn't kidding about you needing to get rid of the adornments in the room. The previous occupant's tastes are a bit. . . much."
"How bad could it. . . Oh." Burst Stream's question was answered as soon as he'd looked inside the room. A big portrait of Prince Blueblood was hanging on one of the walls while photos of the not-so-charming prince were strewn about everywhere! "I see what you mean. You wouldn't mind getting a trash bag for me, would you?" He then looked to the room, no, the shrine Blueblood had made for himself. "I have some garbage to get rid of."
Within minutes, Burst Stream had gathered all of what could be considered proof that Blueblood had once inhabited the room and dropped it into the trash bag Celestia had brought him. Though not before vandalizing the portrait of Blueblood just for kicks.
"And now, to lay claim to my new home." Burst said with a smile as he began setting up his entertainment devices. With that done, he put away his clothes and unpacking his toiletries. Satisfied that his move-in was completed, Burst sat down on the couch. "Now for the fun part." And Burst powered up one of his consoles and began playing to his heart's content. He was enjoying himself until he heard a knocking on the door. And what was on the other side of it was enough to annoy him by presence alone. 
"You!" Blueblood hissed as he glared at Burst Stream! "What is a commoner like you doing in MY room!?"
"Not yours anymore, buddy." Burst replied calmly. "Besides you've already got a mansion to call home. I just came 'back from the dead' not too long ago, and I found out my house had been sold. You're barely here, so why bother having you as the occupant?"
"A cave would serve as a more fitting dwelling for you!" Blueblood growled. "My Aunt Celestia will hear of this!"
"She's the one that gave me this room." Burst replied with a smirk. "But I'll tag along just to see you throw one of your famous tantrums." And so, Burst followed the charmless prince to Celestia's throne room. 
"Auntie!" Blueblood announced as he threw the doors open! "I demand you evict this mongrel from the castle, and restore my occupancy status for the room he has pilfered from me!"
"Blueblood. I gave Burst Stream that room because he had no other decent options." Celestia began. "It was an act of kindness to help repay him for the many times he has risked his life. He sacrificed himself to help ensure Tirek's defeat. I'd say that giving him a room in the castle is palrty compared to the debt the world owes him."
"Do you expect me to just stand for this?!" Blueblood hissed! "I will not stand idle and accept this!"
"If you want to kick me out so bad, Blueblood, then fight me." Burst Stream said with a stern gaze directed at the false prince. Spreading out his dragon wings in a gesture of intimidation! "Something I learned from Bahamut when I was training with him was that dragons never go down without a fight. If you want your room back so badly, then you're gonna have to beat me. A dragon only acknowledges those who are worthy of respect. And so far, you don't deserve anyone's."
"Fine then, plebian." Blueblood growled. "In which matter do you wish to settle this?"
"Easy." Burst took a deep breath before screaming out his answer! "MORTAL KOMBAAAT!"
"Burst Stream." Celestia cautioned. "I'm afraid that won't be optional. While I find my nephew's behavior unsavory, I don't wish to see him meet his end."
"Okay." Burst said nonchalantly. "I guess we'll just have to settle with a good old-fashioned slugfest."
"A simple brawl, then?" Blueblood smirked. "Very well. I agree to the terms of your challenge. A brute like you with no finesse stands no chance against me. The match shall be held immediately! Let the whole castle see who reigns!"
"Okay then." Burst shrugged. "But let me make a call first." Burst made his call, and then flew over to the area where his match with Blueblood. "Alright, Bluebrat. Let's get this over with." The combatants circling in anticipation of the other's first strike!
"A half-avatar you may be, but you are still a commoner." Blueblood said with a smug grin. "You are nothing compared to-GAH!" Blueblood was smacked into the ground!
"Momma said knock you out." Burst said as he dusted off his hands. "So. Best two out of three?"
"How dare you strike me?!" Blueblood hissed as he got to his feet! He then sneered when he took note of Burst's dragon wings, and pointed his finger at Burst. "My aunt and Nightmare Moon are insults to royalty for even choosing you as their lover! Do you hear me-" Blueblood couldn't even finish his rant as Burst zipped right up to him! Burst Stream's pupils almost narrowing into slits with rage in his eyes!
"Say what you will about me. Call me a monster for inheriting Bahamut's soul. But the one thing I'll never excuse is you disrespecting the people I care about. ESPECIALLY those two." Burst's tone was calm, but it was dripping with a controlled fury that was just waiting to be unleashed upon the poor prince. "Either accept loss with grace like a true royal, or go throw a fit like the spoiled brat you are. The choice is yours." 
And Blueblood shrank away. Trying to make himself seem as small as possible. Satisfied, Burst turned away to leave. Only to receive a blast of magic in the back for his troubles! Blueblood sneering as he cut off his magic. But much to the prince's horror, Burst didn't have a scratch on him!
"Well, I warned you." Burst said with a sigh as he turned to face Blueblood. An annoyed look on his face as he stared down the panicking prince. "You know, Inferno told me about how you hired Lance Slayer to beat him up. I was too busy trying to keep myself from blowing up back then. But now? I think it's a good time to explode!"
"Stay away!" Blueblood screamed as he fired blast after blast of magic at Burst Stream! But despite the prince's efforts, Burst just kept advancing!
"I've gained some pretty thick skin from inheriting Bahamut's power." Burst said as he tapped his chest. "My skin's become like dragon scales. Meaning I've now got a high magic resistance in addition to a greater defense! But not only that, I've gotten a boost to my magic as well! WHITE LIGHTNING!" And Burst fired out a massive blast of white lightning! Sending Blueblood flying out of the ring!
"Now to throw an awesome housewarming party." Burst said with a satisfied grin as he left the ring to invite his friends. Needless to say, today had been quite successful for the Element of Power. And with the day over, Burst drifted off to sleep. However, he had an unexpected surprise the next morning when he heard a knocking on his door. "Hm? Celestia?!"
"Good morning, Burst." Celestia greeted cheerfully. "I'd have given you breakfast in bed, but it looks like you're already up."
"Well, I'm still waking up to a welcome sight." Burst said as he happily accepted the food. "Care to join me?"
"I'd love to." Celestia smiled as a slight blush crept onto her face as she sat down next to Burst Stream. 'Soon. I'll tell him soon about how I feel. I've got the feeling Moon already knows, though. So the question is: Is she willing to share?'
"Hey, Celestia?" Burst asked with a worried look on his face. "Are you feeling alright?"
"I'm fine Burst." Celestia said with a smile. "Especially now that you're back."

	
		Episode 4: Back to School



"So you're sure you don't want to take back the leader position?" Inferno Flare asked as he and Burst were playing video games at Burst Stream's room in the royal castle. "I only took the leader spot because the chain of command, and we all thought you were gone for good."
"Well, you were the last one to hold the leader position. And from what the guys said, you were pretty good. You even roasted Chrysalis with little effort!" Burst Stream countered with a smile as he mashed the buttons on his controller. "But what I don't get is how a creep like Blitz Surge managed to beat you! Much less even worm his way onto the team!"
"The jerk used his status as Princess Luna's champion to grant himself immunity. If we kicked him out for 'unreasonable' grounds, then we'd have half of the royalty against us." Inferno sighed before shoving a handful of popcorn into his mouth. Chewing as he continued talking. "And *munch* the only reason he beat me *munch* was because he somehow got his hands on the power of harmony and infused it into his sword."
"So, he cheated." Burst Stream frowned. "Though how a guy like him could even master the power of harmony without it violently striking back at him is pretty baffling. But I guess that's a matter for another time. And besides, this is supposed to be fun time. So no more moping about it!"
"Heh! True enough!" Inferno smirked. "Man, look at all of us. Hanging out almost all the time like we haven't seen each other in years. It's almost like we're a bunch of high school friends reunited. It kinda brings back memories of my high school years."
"What were they like?" Burst asked.
"Well, they were some of the craziest times of my life." Inferno answered with a fond smile. "It's also when I knew I wanted to follow in my dad's footsteps. I've shared mine, so what were your high school years like?"
"Hm? Oh, I never went to high school." Burst answered simply. "I quit after middle school to begin my training. One thing led to another, and here I am."
"Hold up." Inferno paused the game, and looked Burst Stream dead in the eye. "You're telling me that you've NEVER been to high school. That you never once had to go through the formative setting where most teens build up their social lives? That you've never been to prom?!"
"Well. . . yeah." Burst Stream answered. "Truthe be told, I do sometimes feel like I missed out on a portion of my life. But come on! I'm over twenty years old! The only people you see who are that old and in high school are actors on TV! What are the odds-hey! What're you doing Inferno?!"
"I'm giving you the chance to get in on what you've missed out on!" Inferno grinned as he hoisted Burst over his shoulder! Teleporting to Twilight's castle in a pillar of flame! When he arrived, Inferno bust the door open! "TWILIGHT! Burst's never been to highschool!" And within seconds of that announcement, Twilight teleported in front of them!
"What?!" Twilight panicked as she yanked Burst from Inferno's shoulder and sat him down on a chair! "We NEED to fix this!"
"Uh, not to sound ungrateful, but isn't this kind of unnecessary?" Burst asked nervously. "I mean, I've got a roof over my head. I have a job as a member of the Elements of Heroism. And I got a ton of good friends too. Do I really need to got to highschool?"
"Burst Stream." Twilight said kindly. "You missed out on a key part of your life. And as your friend, I intend for you to no longer be deprived of it."
"*sigh* You wouldn't be the Princess of Friendship if you didn't care about your friends a lot." Burst said with a sigh of resignment. "Okay then. I'll go back to school. Guess I better hit the store for supplies." And with that, Burst left to shop for school supplies. 
"Hmm." Twilight scratched her chin as another realization came to her. "Hey, Spike? How would you like to spend more time with Sweetie Belle?"
"What do you mean, Twilight?" Spike asked. Confused as to what his surrogate sister was onto. The only response he got from Twilight was a knowing smile before she levitated him with her magic and proceeded to make a few purchases.
Monday came soon enough, and the Junior Heroes and TCC were back at another day of high school. Everyone was buzzing about all the current events that had gone down in only a matter of days. Some students were even trying to predict what crazy event would happen next.
"Well, we can bet that next interesting thing won't happen at school." Shining Spoon sighed as he tried to lay back in his desk to little success. "The closest we get to that is new students."
"Hey. At least we get to have fun once the last bell rings." Speed Stinger chimed in. Hoping to lift his friend's spirits. "Sure, we still got mountains of homework to do, but work hard, play harder!"
"That enthusiasm of yours probably explains how you're able to power through so many assignments." Bright Note mentioned. "And you might want to stop pumping your fist in the air. The teacher's going to be in soon."
Just like Bright Note said, the teacher came in and had some rather interesting news.
"Today, we have a couple of new students joining our class. Although, their identities made them a bit. . . unexpected." The teacher announced nervously. "Would you both introduce yourselves, please?" And when the new additions to the school stepped in, the whole classroom was in shock.
"Hi! Name's Burst Stream!" Burst greeted with a friendly smile. "I'm the new guy! Where do I sit?"
However, one particular member of the TCC was pleasantly surprised at the other new addition to their school.
"Spike?!" Sweetie Belle said with a bright smile as she saw her boyfriend enter the classroom after Burst had stepped in.
"Hi Sweetie." Spike said with a nervous blush. "I guess we'll be seeing more of each other, huh?"
"I-If you two don't mind, would you please find some empty seats?" The teacher said nervously. "N-Not that you have to sit down right away!"
"Chill, teach." Burst said with a disarming smile. "You're acting like Spike and I are gonna trash the room if you so much as look at us wrong. We're not the Lancers."
"Oh thank Celestia." The teacher said with a sigh of relief. "Well, take your seats and the day can begin."
Burst took an empty seat near the Junior Heroes while Spike took a seat close to Sweetie Belle. The pair of new high school students taking to their new routine pretty quick as they shared a good number of classes with their younger friends. Making navigating the school building much easier for them. 
Classes weren't terribly difficult for Burst and Spike. In Spike's case because he had absorbed much knowledge during his time as Twilight's assistant. For Burst, it was namely because he was a fast learner. Both the Element of Power and Element of Dedication faced very little challenge when it came to P.E. When you train your body to fight villains and monsters on a daily basis, high school gym class tends to be a relative breeze in comparison.
News that two members of the reinstated Elements of Heroism sparked much chatter throughout the school grounds. Meaning that Burst and Spike had to endure the constant whispers of other students while traversing the hallways. Lunch period soon arrived, and Burst and Spike were sitting with the TCC and Junior Heroes. 
"Huh. So that explains why Diamond Tiara was so hostile." Spike nodded as he took a bite from his food. "How're you getting along with her and Silver Spoon, now?"
"They offered to use their homes as meeting spots." Sweetie Belle nervously giggled. "But we kinda thought that might be overkill."
"So, what were you three up to while I was gone?" Burst asked the Junior Heroes. "Did I miss out on any video games?"
"You were gone for roughly a year." Shining Spoon answered. "Everyone thought you died after blowing yourself up to try and kill Tirek! They even made a statue of you in Unityville! Oh, but you didn't miss too much in terms of games."
"Good to see you and the other Elements of Heroism are back in action!" Speed Stinger cheered before frowning. "You actually encouraged us while that creep Blitz Surge basically told us to give up on ever becoming heroes."
"And then he cheated in his fight against Inferno." Bright Note added bitterly. "Not to mention he disbanded the Elements of Heroism."
"Well, I undid that last one." Burst answered with a satisfied smile. "Man, did it feel good to kick his ass." Burst's expression then turned serious. "But during that fight, something felt awfully familiar about Blitz Surge. I won't bore you with the details, but I'll tell you that I got a bad feeling about him and his little gang."
"You and me both." Spike pouted. "Blitz seemed to recruit everyone who's got a history with our team or Twilight and the girls. Garble being one of the Lancers speaks volumes about that. A bully like him gives dragons a bad name."
"Maybe. But the dragons have you to give them a good one, Spikey." Sweetie Belle said with a flirty smile directed at Spike. "My dragon prince."
"U-Uh. . . !" Spike blushed furiously in response before looking to the ground in an effort to avoid Sweetie Belle's eyes! "T-Thanks."
The couple's exchange was cut short when the bell signaling the end of lunch period rang. All the students hurriedly disposed of whatever garbage left of their meals, and rushed off to the last few classes of the day.
"Well, no sense in lingering here any longer." Burst said as he got up from the table and stretched. "Y'know, I kinda like being here."
"First day's almost finished." Spike groaned as he stretched. "Just gotta get through the afternoon classes."
"Hey, Spike?" Sweetie Belle asked with a slight blush on her face. "Would you, mind walking me to class?"
"No problem." Spike said with a warm smile as he offered her his hand. "Shall we?"
"Let's give the couple some privacy." Apple Bloom remarked as she and Scootaloo left the table. 
"Just a few more classes, and we're outta here!" Scootaloo said with a determined gaze and shaking her fist at the nearest clock! 
"So, how're you liking it at school?" Shining Spoon asked.
"It's fine." Burst Stream answered with a shrug. "It's a lot more tame than any media portrayal, so I'm thankful for that. I've got to admit, I was worried that I'd be a bit behind since I quit school after middle school. But so far, I seem to be doing good in the classes so far. Even got some of the homework done, too."
"Hey. . . you wouldn't mind us hanging out together, would you?" Speed Stinger asked with an enthusiastic smile.
"Sorry dude. I might be a student, but I'm still a grown man. And me hanging around with students that are barely halfway through their teens would be kinda awkward." Burst said sadly before an idea came to him. "But, whose to say we can't form a 'study group' to help each other out?"
"Ooooh!" The Junior Heroes nodded in understanding. Making mental notes to contact their respective parents about their "study group" that they recently formed. Soon enough, the school day drew to a close. Burst and the Junior Heroes hitting up the comic book store while Spike waited for Sweetie Belle outside of the main doors.
"Spike?" Sweetie Belle asked as she hid behind her notebooks. "Would you. . . walk me home?"
"S-Sure!" Spike blushed furiously as he led Sweetie Belle by the hand. "It'd be my honor."
"Hmm. On second thought, maybe we don't have to head immediately back to Carousel Boutique." Sweetie Belle said with a smirk. "There's nothing saying we can't take little detour."
"What did you have in mind?" Spike gulped. 'Is she asking me out? What do I do?! I've never been on a date before! Who do I ask?! Wait. . . I got it!' "Uh, do you mind if I make a quick call first?"
"Oh. Sure, Spike." Sweetie Belle smiled. "Don't have call drag on, though."
"Of course not." Spike joked. "You're the only one who gets to drag me around." And as soon as he was out of Sweetie Belle's view, Spike whipped out his phone and immediately dialed up a number.
"Hm?" Burst felt his phone buzzing in his pocket, and took it out. Spike's name was displayed under the caller ID. "Spike? What's up?"
"Burst! You gotta help me!" Spike pleaded in a whisper. "Sweetie Belle just asked me out on a date!"
"Dude, that's great!" Burst cheered. "You're on the road to the next stage of your relationship with her!"
"Slight problem. I don't know what to do on a date!" Spike panicked! "I spent so many times dreaming of a perfect date with her sister that I never even bothered to put together a game plan for if I ever GOT a real date!"
"Spike, relax." Burst Stream requested with a calm tone. "I've been where you are. My first dates with Celestia and Moon were more tense than some of the fights I've been in. Fortunately, I have the solution to your anxiety."
"Really?!" Spike beamed hopefully from his end of the call! "Awesome! What's the solution?!"
"Oh, that's easy." Burst smiled. "Just accept the offer, and work out the rest from there. No need to pull a Twilight and plan everything. Just be you, and make sure that your date has your undivided attention. But I think something like that should go without saying for the Element of Dedication."
". . . Wow. I really did almost pull a Twilight." Spike said in realization. "Thanks, Burst. Now if you'll excuse me, my belle awaits." And Spike hung up the phone. "Sorry about that! Hope I didn't keep you waiting."
"You're fine." Sweetie Belle beamed before grabbing Spike by his hand! "C'mon! Sugar Cube Corner's calling!" The couple soon arrived at Pinkie Pie's workplace, and ordered a plate of cookies. Both Spike and Sweetie Belle were having a good time as they talked about their lives outside of school.
"I heard the Dazzlings have amazing singing voices." Sweetie Belle said as she took a bite out of her cookie. "If they wanted, I'm pretty sure they could get into music again. But, you know, with no evil schemes this time."
"I'd rather be hearing your voice on the radio." Spike smiled. "I've heard you singing a bit in school. You've got a real beautiful voice."
"It looks like the dragon's been captivated by a maiden's song." Sweetie Belle giggled. "So is this the part where you whisk me away?"
"Haven't earned my wings yet." Spike chuckled. "But I'd be honored to escort you home."
"An Element of Heroism personally walking me home?" Sweetie Belle smiled. "You sure know how to make a girl feel special."
"That's my job, right?" Spike asked with a smile. "I'm gonna see that through to the end." And so, Spike walked Sweetie Belle back home. "Hope you've had a good time, Sweetie Belle."
"I did." Sweetie Belle said with a smile. "But I almost forgot something important." Spike was silent as Sweetie Belle craned her neck to catch his lips with her own! Spike's heart was set ablaze from his first kiss! "Thank you, Spike."
"Anytime. . . " Spike said with a dazed smile. Stumbling his way home as he'd gotten drunk off his first kiss. Pumping his fist in the air in triumph! "I HAVE A GIRLFRIEND!"
Inside Carousel Boutique, Sweetie Belle was throwing herself on her bed! Blushing madly after kissing Spike! Needless to say, both of them were feeling pretty good about their relationship. If there were any doubts about their status as a couple, they were long gone now. And they couldn't wait to see each other tomorrow.
Meanwhile, Burst had just arrived back at his room in Castalot Castle. Setting his backpack on the ground and removing his phone from his pocket. Smiling as he looked at a picture of him and the Junior Heroes hanging out at the comic book store.
"Yeah. I think I'm gonna enjoy my school days." Burst said with a fond sigh. He then noticed the condition of his coat in the picture. "Huh. I think I'm gonna need a new outfit soon. . . "
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		Episode 5: The Gauntlet of Fire



It began like any other morning for Spike. He yawned, scratched his head, and proceeded to change into his day clothes. Or at least, the morning would have been normal for Spike if his scales weren't glowing a crazy color and making him itch like crazy!
"Itchy! So itchy!" Spike cried out as he fiercely scratched himself! Stumbling out of his room as he came close to shredding apart his clothes! "Twilight!"
Shortly after Spike had barged in and scratching, Twilight contacted Celestia and Luna about the strange occurrence with the young dragon. It was soon revealed that Spike's glowing scales were caused by a summons from the Dragon Lord, the leader of all dragons. The glow would only cease when the summons is the dragons answered the call. 
"I guess I'll have to show up to shut down this light show that's my skin right now." Spike stated as he went through the information he'd been given. "Looks like I'm going to the Dragon Lands."
"You're not going on this road trip alone, Spike." Burst said as he joined the conversation with Arctic Ace in tow. "Ace's weapons just started glowing for some weird reason. And considering the Duelist Arms are based on legendary beasts and have the spirits of those beasts usually within them, maybe the dragons in Ace's Duelist Arms are a bit homesick."
"Hey, why aren't you glowing, Burst?" Twilight questioned. "You have dragon attributes now. Shouldn't your skin be glowing, too?"
"Well, my dragon power was given to me by a dragon of greater power than the Dragon Lord." Burst answered. "Back when Tirek thrashed me back in Castalot, the spirit residing in my Duelist Arms manifested. Much like how the dragon soul inside Inferno's weapons manifested when he was at his breaking point. The spirit in my weapons offered me its power while I was on my last legs. You all saw the aftermath of that choice, and that leads us to why I was absent."
"Why were you gone, Burst?" Spike asked.
"Because I had to fully master the power that dragon's soul gave to me." Burst replied. "And as for why I haven't been summoned, it's because that dragon soul was Bahamut's. The king of all dragons." The entire room was still in shocked silence at Burst Stream's declaration! "That's probably why I'm not glowing or itching. All the same, I wouldn't mind checking out a new place. Could be fun!"
"Before you go, there's something you should know, Burst." Twilight mentioned. "Three dragons passed by a while back. They said they were searching for the one who inherited Bahamut's power. You'll know them when you see them."
"Gotcha." Burst nodded. "Want me to give you a lift, Spike?"
"Nah!" Spike shook his head. "I went on foot last time, and I'll go again. Besides, I'm not exactly travel-sized anymore. Just gotta pack some supplies, and I'll be good to go!"
The minute he'd finished packing, Spike set out with his fellow members of the Elements of Heroism towards the Dragon Lands. Burst and Ace arrived sooner than Spike due to being able to fly, but they greeted the young dragon.
"Saved you a spot, Spike." Burst grinned.
"So what did I miss?" Spike asked.
"Not much. The Dragon Lord's not here yet." Arctic Ace shrugged before his expression turned serious. "Though, there's one bit of unwelcome company." Ace motioned with his head towards Garble. The bully was off flaunting his status as a Lancer to a bunch of the other young dragons who'd answered the Dragon Lord's summons. And as luck would have it, Garble noticed the group.
"You losers are here?" Garble scoffed. He then frowned as he looked at Spike. "I haven't forgotten about you, buddy. I owe you for singeing my jacket with that arm cannon of yours!"
"You've got it out for me over something that petty?" Spike frowned in annoyance. "Or maybe you're just mad you've run into me while I'm not small and helpless anymore. I've grown a lot stronger since we last met, and I've sure as heck grown up more than you."
"Do I. . . know you from a while back?" Garble asked with a confused look on his face. "Your colors are kinda familiar. . . "
"You really don't remember me, do you?" Spike asked in disbelief before steeling his gaze. "Well, you're going to remember it once this is all over."
"Pfft! Yeah right, dweeb!" Garble smirked! "Because by the end of this, I'll be the new Dragon Lord! And once I am, I'll ditch the Lancers! I'll have all dragons steal what they want from Unity, and burn the rest!"
"No, you won't." Spike declared boldly. "I'm gonna stop you. That's my duty as an Element of Heroism."
"I'd like to see you try." Garble sneered as he turned to leave. 
It wasn't long before the Dragon Lord arrived with a mighty roar! Dragon Lord Torch announced that the reason he'd called all the dragons here was because he was retiring as Dragon Lord, and a successor would soon be chosen. The challenge to claim the position of Dragon Lord was the Gauntlet of Fire. The dragons had to navigate their way through a cave of obstacles, and the one who returned with the Bloodstone Scepter in their hands would be named the new Dragon Lord!
As the other dragons were chattering about what they would do if they were Dragon Lord, Spike focused his attention the female teenage dragon that seemed to be bickering with Torch. Interested, Spike decided to investigate. He had ventured pretty close when the sound of giant wings beating filled the air. From the sky, Spectrum, Cosmos and Kiryu descended. Dragon Torch visibly intimidated by the three legendary dragons!
"L-Legendary dragons!" Torch said with a nervous smile! Bowing in respect to the new arrivals! "W-We were not expecting you to make an appearance! Y-You honor me by answering my summons!"
"Sorry to disappoint you, but your summons is not the reason we have traveled here." Kiryu stated plainly. "As you know, we legendary dragons come from a higher tier of power than the Dragon Lord."
"Ah, those were the days!" Spectrum sighed fondly. "Back when Bahamut reigned over our kingdom! Heck, the three of us were his trusted lords and comrades! All that's missing is Felgrand and Eclipse!"
"I-If you would not be bothered by my asking," Torch gulped. "What brings you to the Dragon Lands?"
"While it was not our intention to answer your summons, Lord Torch, my friends and I have been interested in how our people have been fairing." Cosmos answered. "And we are pleased to see that they still live free. As any dragon should live. But as for why we are here, we have sensed the power of Bahamut here."
"B-b-bahamut?!" Torch sputtered in complete shock! "But Bahamut had no hatchlings! He fell in battle!"
"Though his body failed, his soul persisted." Kiryu answered. "And that soul carried Bahamut's power. Waiting to find one who is worthy to pass on his power. And we are pleased to say, that the heir to Bahamut's power walks among us here."
"Then shall I cancel the challenge?" Torch asked as he began sweating bullets!
"No need." Spectrum shook his head. "You and your predecessors have done a fine job ever since Bahamut's passing."
"Thank heaven and the goddesses." Torch said with a massive sigh of relief.
"Wow. And here I was thinking Mom was the only one who could make Dad this nervous." Ember smirked at seeing her dad get nervous around the legendary dragons. "So who are you old geezers anyway?"
"Ember!" Torch's body went rigid as he got in his daughter's face! "Show some respect! You're in the presence of legendary dragons Spectrum, Kiryu, and Cosmos!"
"Now, now. We have been around for a while." Spectrum chuckled as he saw Torch preparing to beg for forgiveness. "So this is your daughter, eh? She's got the same fire as you, Torch! If you'd decided to pass your title by inheritance, she'd make a fine dragon lord!"
"My little princess?" Torch asked in disbelief! Ember blushing in embarrassment! "N-Nonsense! The biggest and strongest of dragons are meant to be Dragon Lord!"
"You forget, Torch." Cosmos smirked. "I'm almost half your size, and could still best you in combat."
"Y-Yes." Torch gulped. "Ember, leave this talk to the big dragons."
"Fine." Ember groaned as she rolled her eyes. Flying down to the ground level. Marveling at the legendary dragons conversing with her father. "To think that there's dragons like that out there. . . "
"Yeah." Spike said. Startling Ember as she hadn't noticed him right beside her! "This is my second time seeing them, and I still can't help but be in awe."
"Wait, you've MET those guys before?" Ember asked in disbelief as she also took in Spike's appearance. "I've never seen a dragon wearing as much as you are, either."
"Well, I live in Unity." Spike answered with a smile. "Name's Spike."
"Ember." Ember said with a nod before looking over the horde of dragons that had answered the summons for the challenge. "Everybody's going to be gunning for the top spot once the challenge begins. Too bad I won't get my shot."
"You want to be competing against your friends down there, right?" Spike asked.
"What friends?" Ember asked.
"Are dragons not supposed to have friends?" Spike asked with a puzzled look on his face. "Because if so, I'm definitely an exception to that rule."
"Oh, no. Dragons aren't alien to the concept of friends." Ember explained. "I just haven't had many due to my princess status. So, yeah. I never really had much friends growing up."
"Well you got one now!" Spike beamed as he extended his hand. 
"Uh. . . thanks." Ember said as she shook Spike's hand. "You're not trying to court me, are you?"
"What?! No!" Spike sputtered as he whipped out his phone, and smiled at a picture of Sweetie Belle. "I've already got my princess waiting for me back home. The sooner this challenge is done, the sooner I can get back to her."
"Well, you're gonna have a tougher time than anyone else." Ember gestured to Spike's lack of wings. "Most dragons have their wings at out age. You a late bloomer or something?"
"I guess." Spike shrugged. "Still, as long as I can travel is what counts."
"You don't quit easily, do you?" Ember raised an eyebrow in curiousity. "Well, good luck out there. You're gonna need it."
"Hope you'll be rooting for me!" Spike beamed as he dashed off to where the competitors had gathered for the gauntlet. At the same time, Ember began her own preparations for the gauntlet.
Before long, the gauntlet began with Dragon Lord Torch letting loose a mighty blast of flame as the starting signal! Every dragon competing shot out like a bullet! Some of them elbowing or snapping at each other in an attempt to advance! The more aggressive competitors, such as Garble, were actively shoving and forcing their way through! 
"And now I'm glad I decided to take this route instead." Spike thought out loud as he swam across the water surrounding the island where the obstacle portion of the gauntlet would be held. "I'm a bit surprised Twilight isn't here, but it's good to know that she's treating me like my age. Still, I wouldn't be shocked if she was somehow observing everything."
Meanwhile, back at Twilight's castle, the recently mentioned princess sneezed as she was looking over a viewing spell to observe Spike as he competed in the Gauntlet of Fire.
Thankfully, Spike made it to the shore fairly quick. A benefit he thanked his training with the Elements of Heroism for. However, it wasn't long before Spike's progress was halted when a masked dragon wearing light armor was knocked out of the sky and onto the ground! Wasting no time, Spike came to the dragon's aid! When he reached the dragon, he was surprised to see Ember was underneath the mask!
"Guess you're not too big on obeying your parents, huh?" Spike asked.
"I'm smarter than most of the boulderheads in this competition." Ember said with a pout. "If my dad thinks that's a reason that I shouldn't compete, then I'm gonna prove him wrong! I'll show that you don't have to be big or strong to be Dragon Lord!"
"You're not big, but you're plenty strong." Spike stated with a small smile. "Want some help winning this thing?"
"Is this something friends do?" Ember asked.
"One of many." Spike answered before he saw Garble getting knocked to the ground by a boulder. "That boulder force the hot air out of your lungs?"
"C'mon, dude!" Garble pleaded! "You wouldn't leave a dragon down like this, would you? I mean, what've I ever done to you?!"
"Plenty." Spike growled before sighing. "You're damn lucky I'm not the vengeful type." Spike shoved the boulder off of Garble, but immediately jumped away when he saw Garble's knee coming towards his gut! "Real heroic of you to turn on the guy who just dragged you out of trouble."
"I guess you're not as stupid as I thought." Garble sneered. "But you're still not gonna stop me from torching Unity once I'm Dragon Lord!"
"You wouldn't live past the first minute of attempting it." Spike shot back as he and Ember made a mad dash for the obstacles! Most of the other dragons were having difficulty nagivating or avoiding the obstacles thrown at them, but it was a breeze for Spike and Ember! Ember holding Spike his arms and Spike using his Duelist Arm to blast any boulders or debris that got thrown at the pair!
Before long, the two of them made it to the cave where the Bloodstone Scepter rested. Unfortunately, the pair had an unwelcome tailgater. Garble had secretly followed the two as they navigated through the gauntlet's obstacles! And like the coward he was, Garble ambushed the pair! Grappling with Ember!
"Y'know, every lord needs his lady." Garble smirked as he tried to pin the dragon princess! "Whaddya say, princess?"
"Sorry. Not interested in boulderheads!" Ember grunted as she headbutted Garble! 
"Oh, you're gonna regret that princess!" Garble growled as he clutched his head! "Let's see how-GAH!" Garble was forced back by a shot from Spike's arm cannon!
"You're the only one who's going to regret anything!" Spike declared as he got between Ember and Garble! "You just keep reminding me of the reasons why I don't like you."
"Geez! What's your deal with me?!" Garble demanded crossly as he got to his feet!
"Do you remember the last Great Dragon Migration?" Spike asked with a frown. "There was a little dragon there that you made fun of for being raised by humans. You and a bunch of other bullies decided to hold a little test to have him prove that he was a dragon. You had him steal a phoenix egg, and wanted him to smash it. But he refused, and stood up to you. Nothing gets bullies more angry than when someone stands up to them. And now, I'm standing up to you again."
"Wait a minute. . . no, no way!" Garble snarled in denial! "There's no way you're that same runt-!"
"I am." Spike declared with a glare. "It's me! Spike!" And he let loose a charged shot from his arm cannon! Striking Garble square in the chest!
While Spike had been dealing with Garble, Ember got her hands on the Bloodstone Scepter! A massive beam of crimson light shooting into the sky as the scepter shrunk down so it could be handled at her scale! 
"Looks like Dragon Lord Ember will be blazing a new trail for dragons." Spike said with a satisfied nod as he made his way to the new dragon lord. "Hey. Wanna get even with this jerk for cheating his way here?"
"You read my mind." Ember smirked as she loomed over Garble! "I hereby order you to hug every dragon you come across before leaving! And if you tell them why, consider yourself banished!" Garble only grumbled in response as he lft to dispense hugs. Ember and Spike were laughing until their sides hurt at the sight of Garble hugging other dragons!
"Well, nice meeting you, Ember." Spike said. "Would you mind giving me a lift to my friends?"
"No problem." Ember smiled. "What are friends for?" And she happily flew Spike over to Burst and Ace. The trio instantly discussing the events that had transpired while Ember made her position of Dragon Lord known to all the dragons. Torch himself smiling proudly at his daughter.
"So that's what happened." Spike informed his friends. "Guess that wraps things up here nicely, right?"
"Not completely." Arctic Ace objected. "I still have no idea why my Duelist Arms are still glowing. From what I can see, there's nothing related to the legendary dragons at the competition grounds."
"I believe I can be of assistance." Cosmos said as he lumbered towards the trio. "I shall take you all to where the souls within the weapons wish to go. Climb atop my back, please."
"You don't have to do that for us." Burst protested.
"But I insist." Cosmos countered. "It is the least I can do for the heir of Bahamut."
"Well, okay then." 
And so, the trio boarded Cosmos' back. Soon arriving at what looked to be a trio of crystal statues of dragons. One green, one red, and another was blue. The statues seemed to be positioned back-to-back, and were humanoid like Cosmos! Ace in particular was intrigued by how the statues seemed to resonate in proximity to his weapons.
"This is the place. . . " Ace said in awe as his Duelist Arms glowed brighter than ever! Suddenly, three dragon-like projections shot out from Ace's Duelist Arms! "WHOA!"
Each of the spirits came from one of Ace's Duelist Arms, and entered the crystal dragon statues before the trio and Cosmos! The statues began to crack, and stir from within before breaking apart to reveal the dragons that were sealed within! Each dragon seemed to be clad in armor coordinated with their color!
"FREE!" The three dragons roared as they rejoiced in their liberation! They then turned their attention to Ace.
"You have our thanks for freeing us, Arctic Ace." The green dragon with a scar over one of his eyes said with a slight bow. "It has been an honor fighting alongside you."
"Thank you." Ace said with a nod. "So you three have been inside my weapons this whole time?"
"Indeed." The green dragon answered. "Allow us to introduce ourselves. I am called Timaeus."
"Name's Hermos!" The red dragon announced heartily! Hefting a hammer over his shoulder! "And it's been a pleasure seeing my handiwork in action! Ah, they perform even better than I thought! Pity that the ones you were using won't be much good now."
"I am called Critias." The dark grey dragon greeted. "You are quite the strategist. Much like myself."
"We are the three dragon knights sworn to serve under Bahamut." Timaeus declared proudly. He then immediately bowed when he saw Cosmos  standing behind the trio of heroes with Spectrum and Kiryu soon arriving. "Lord Cosmos! Lord Spectrum! Lord Kiryu! It is a privilege to be in your presence! Tell me, what brings you here?"
"Calm yourselves." Kiryu said in a cool tone. "We have come here to present you the their to Bahamut's power." The mechanical dragon gestured at Burst Stream with his head. "This is Burst Stream. The one to whom Bahamut passed his power onto."
"That explains why I can feel Bahamut's power coming from him." Critias mused. 
"Excuse me, Hermos?" Ace asked the dragon knight. "You said that my weapons would no longer work. Is this what you meant?" Ace showed his old Duelist Arms to Hermos. They had turned dull and grey.
"Aye." Hermos nodded sadly. "While not all Duelist Arms possess the spirits of powerful creatures, the ones that do usually contain the spirits of those that were passed on, or on the verge of doing so. But in me and my friends' case, our spirits were ripped from our bodies."
"Hey, didn't you mention something about your handiwork in action?" Spike asked. "I thought Starswirl made the-"
"STARSWIRL?!" Hermos roared as he brandished his hammer! Ready to smash anything in his way! "WHERE IS HE?! WHERE IS THAT BEARDED RAT?! I'LL HANG HIM BY HIS BEARD OVER MY FORGE!"
"Hermos, my friend! Calm yourself!" Timaeus cautioned! "Aether freed us from his clutches while our souls were imprisoned within the Duelist Arms."
"For the betterment of us all, I'd say." Critias muttered. "Especially considering the original purpose Starswirl had intended for your creations, Hermos."
"Forgive my temper, my friends." Hermos sighed before turning his attention to the trio of heroes. "To answer your question, it was not Starswirl the Bearded bastard who created the Duelist Arms. It was I. He merely commissioned them while I actually forged them. But when I finished the set, he stabbed me in the back by ripping our souls from our bodies and sealing them within the weapons wielded by Ace! The traitorous bearded rat wanted to originally use the Duelist Arms to kill the sirens that had been causing strife. Though I'm pleased to say, it's a purpose that was never fulfilled thanks to Aether intervening."
"So. . . would you be mad if I somehow altered two of the Duelist Arms you created?" Burst asked as he presented his new weapon. "Because the previous forms of the sword and the blaster were destroyed when Bahamut's soul contracted with me and forged this new weapon."
"HA HA HA HA!" Hermos bellowed with laughter! "Lad, that's part of a built-in feature I added to the Duelist Arms! Whenever the wielder undergoes a strong form of personal growth, the Duelist Arm evolves in power to reflect that growth! Do you know where the rest are? I'm dying to see how some of my beauties have turned out!" He grinned down at the trio. "Not every power-up will drastically alter the Duelist Arm's appearance. Sometimes it might be as simple as a new function added!"
"It would be nice to stretch our wings for a bit." Critias added. "I'm eager to see what the humans have come up with since our entrapment in crystal."
"We'd be happy to show you." Spike smiled.
"Tell me, is there any way to restore my old weapons?" Ace asked Hermos.
"Ha! I'll do you one better!" Hermos chuckled. "I'll forge you a new Duelist Arm right after I see how the others have faired over the years!"
"We'd best hurry." Timaeus stated. "Hermos gets a bit excited when he gets to use his forge." And so, the trio of heroes and trio of dragon knights set off for Unityville. Spike received a particularly warm welcome from Sweetie Belle as she nearly tackled the young dragon in a hug!
'Maybe I didn't win the competition.' Spike thought with a warm smile as he hugged Sweetie Belle. 'But I feel like I've won because I was able to protect her.'

	
		Episode 6: Forming Friendships



Twilight had a problem on her hands. Namely, it was Starlight Glimmer. It wasn't that the girl had done anything wrong recently. No, it was more along the lines that Starlight didn't have many friends. Sure, Starlight had Shadow, but she needed more than just a significant other to have a healthy social life.
"Still, I can't just shove her into making a new friend." Twilight muttered to herself. "Being the Princess of Friendship doesn't mean I need to screech in people's faces that they have to immediately find friends. Everyone's got their own pace. Though in Starlight's case, it might be hard to tell if she even has one. Paradox really did a number on her because he struck at her during an incredibly vulnerable spot in her life, and at a really young age, too."
"Something troubling you, Twilight?" Nightfall Silver asked as he entered the throne room of the castle. "You look like you've had something on your mind all day."
"I'm just trying to figure out how to help Starlight get some friends." Twilight sighed. "I know she's reconciled with Sunburst, but he'll be pretty busy in the Crystal Empire helping Shining Armor and Cadence manage Flurry Heart's magic flare ups."
"So what did you have in mind?" Nightfall asked. 
"Well, I'm gonna try to see if I can get my friends to be her friends too." Twilight smiled. "Sharing is caring after all. Besides, Starlight's talent with magic, she's sure to impress a lot of people!"
Unfortunately, Twilight's plan didn't go off as well as she would've liked. At every place she took Starlight, Starlight's use of magic made everyone a bit on-edge as if they thought she was one-up-ing them. 
"O-kay. Things aren't going so well." Twilight stated as she noticed Starlight's deflated emotional state. "You know, why don't you head to the spa? I'm willing to bet that your efforts have been exhausting."
"Yeah. That's one way of putting it." Starlight said with a defeated sigh. "See you back at the castle, Twilight."
During her little break at the spa, Starlight found herself in quite the conversation with a patron who was quite literally right behind her. Turns out, the two of them had trying to take over a town in common. Not to mention they'd both been stopped by Twilight and her friends. The pair shared a laugh before Starlight invited her new friend to meet at the castle. Said new friend happily agreed.
"Twilight, I'd like you to meet the new friend I made." Starlight announced proudly. "Say hi!"
"Hi Twilight." Trixie greeted with a small wave. "Nice new place you have."
"Trixie?!" Twilight exclaimed in shock. However, it was only for an instant. "What're you doing back here?"
"Taking a break from going on the road. All that time in performing arts school really paid off!" Trixie said with a proud smile. "I even graduated! So where's Ace at? I want to show him how much I appreciate his advice~!"
"He should be stopping by soon." Twilight answered as she cautiously noted Trixie's tone. "But you might want to watch yourself with how close you get to him."
"Why would I need to do that?" Trixie asked with a puzzled expression on her face. "Ace never acted uncomfortable before when I got close to him."
"Well. . . " Twilight would have continued, but was silenced by Arctic Ace opening the door to the castle's library with Sonata latched onto his arm.
"Hey there, Twilight." Ace greeted. "Just came by to return this book. Oh, hey Trixie. Didn't know you were in town."
"Hi, snow angel~!" Trixie cooed as she bounded over to Ace's side! Playfully nuzzling his wings! She paused when she noticed Sonata glaring at her and protectively tightening her hold on Ace's arm. "Oh, you're that siren from before. What's with the mean look?"
"Get your face off my man's wings!" Sonata snapped as she pouted at Trixie! "Ace is MY boyfriend now! Get your own special someone!"
"Boyfriend?" Trixie asked. Her eyes then went wide with realization. "Oh, sweetie, I don't like him that way! Ace is cute and all, but he's not my type. Plus, I'm focusing on my career. So no need to worry about a love triangle."
". . . Oh." Sonata blushed furiously in embarrassment! Hiding her face in Ace's other wing! "I'msosorry!"
"No harm done, Sonata." Ace chuckled as he put an arm around his girlfriend. "I know you didn't mean anything bad by it. Besides, I'd make Starlight into an ice cube if she breaks Shadow's heart."
"You're joking, right?" Starlight asked nervously.
"I am. But I don't know if I could say the same for Dark Ice." Ace cautioned. "He threatened to hunt you down if you hurt Shadow intentionally again. And judging by how tightly he was gripping his claymore, I can safely say that he isn't playing around."
"Uh, let's get back to a happier topic!" Twilight declared. "Starlight and Trixie are now friends!"
"Nice." Ace smiled. "Maybe you should invite Moon over. The three of them did use to be villains."
"To think that she gave me good advice while terrifying me at the same time." Trixie muttered to herself. "It looks like she's moved on to better things now, too."
"Hey, Trixie?" Starlight asked. "Mind if I show you off to my boyfriend?"
"Only if I get to introduce myself with a smoke bomb!" Trixie demanded as she followed Starlight out of the castle! "I refuse to see my friend perform a bland introduction!"
"You sure like being flashy, don't you?" Starlight smiled.
"Part of my job that's leaked over to my life." Trixie shrugged. "Besides, who doesn't like to make a spectacle once in a while?"
"I think I can help with that." Starlight said. "I've picked up a few tricks that could pump up your performances."
"Do you know any firework spells?!" Trixie asked excitedly!
"Trixie." Starlight smiled. "I think this is the beginning of a wonderful friendship."

	
		Episode 7: Better than the Bolts



"Ah! Another day of flying high!" Rainbow Dash sighed fondly as she touched down on the ground. Dusting herself off and stretching her arms and wings. The newly ascended goddess of loyalty enjoyed the boost to her already impressive speed. "Hm. I wonder if Princess Celestia knows how to move at the speed of light. She IS the sun goddess after all."
"Looks like I'm not the only one who's going to be among the group who received training from an avatar." Steel chuckled as he flew down from the cloud he was using to watch Rainbow Dash perform her aerial tricks. "You had one heck of show going on up there."
"Enjoy the view, soldier boy~?" Rainbow Dash cooed affectionately before hugging her boyfriend. "Or were you just waiting for a chance to ground me?"
"Couldn't chain you down even if I tried." Steel smiled. "You know, I'm surprised the Wonderbolts haven't already made you a member yet."
"Yeah, well, their initial recruitment option kinda sucked." Rainbow Dash sighed as she remembered when Spitfire and Fleetfoot had wanted her as a replacement for Soarin so they could compete in the Unity Games. It had been a fair while since then, but Rainbow Dash still looked upon that moment with disdain. "Sometimes, I can't help but feel that maybe joining the Wonderbolts isn't really worth it. I mean, trying to scoop up another team's member just because they would be disqualified if they didn't have three? Aren't they supposed to have an alternate member for this kind of thing?!"
"Maybe they forgot to bring one, or their own egos overrode common sense." Steel shrugged. "But Rainbow, do you honestly feel like giving up on your dream? I can't tell you what to do, that's something you have to decide for your self. But all the same, I think you'd love to have someone lend you an ear to talk about your troubles."
"Honestly, I'm stuck solidly in the middle." Rainbow Dash handed the towel back to Steel. "If they showed their faces to me right now? Well, I don't know what I'd say."
"Interesting choice to mention the Wonderbolts." Steel stated as he looked up and saw several figures descending towards them. "I think they heard you."
"Huh?" Rainbow Dash turned around, and saw the Wonderbolts descending towards her and Steel. She was still a bit conflicted on whether or not to be excited to see them, so Rainbow Dash adopted a neutral tone and expression on her face. "Oh, you guys. What's going on?"
"We've seen your flying skills, and heard about your recent ascension." Spitfire announced with a smile. "And we've decided that we'd be honored to have you join our ranks."
". . . Are you saying that you're only willing to have me join now because of my goddess status?" Rainbow Dash asked crossly as she glared at Spitfire and Fleetfoot in particular. "I still haven't forgotten that you tossed Soarin under the bus and tried to get me to ditch my team just so you could make it to the Unity Games. Or did you not tell any of the other Wonderbolts about that?"
"Hey! There's no need to be hostile about that!" Fleetfoot said defensively. "That was a long time ago! And we really are sorry about it too!"
"Yeah. No hard feelings, right?" Soarin said nervously as he promptly took a big step away from his two fellow Wonderbolts.
"I'm not hostile or mad about what you did." Rainbow Dash answered flatly. "Just incredibly dissapointed. I looked up to the Wonderbolts ever since I was still a mortal. There was nothing more I wanted than to be one. But the stunt you tried to pull back at the qualifier makes me think I'm better off flying solo. Plus, I'm the goddess of loyalty right now. If I joined, you guys wouldn't actually have to try at winning. Honestly, where's the fun in any of that?"
"You tell 'em, babe." Steel chuckled. "I could say the same for any time the guys and I spar."
"But you just said that you'd always wanted to be a Wonderbolt!" Spitfire snapped! "With you, we'd be unbeatable AND you'd get to fulfill your life's dream!"
"Geez, is it that hard for you to take 'no' for an answer?" Rainbow Dash sighed in annoyance. "Alright, I know what'll get my answer to stick with you: a race. The first one to reach Castalot Castle will get to decide whether I join or not. I'll be fair and give you a ten second head start."
"Heh! Thanks for the handicap!" Spitfire smirked. "But I'm a pro at flying! I'm not the leader of the Wonderbolts for nothing!"
"Then show a 'newbie' like me how it's done." Rainbow Dash smirked in return. "Or are your just blowing out hot air to keep yourself afloat in the sky?"
"Quit yapping and get on your mark." Spitfire snapped with a frown as she got into a starting position. Rainbow Dash following suit, but choosing to simply stand instead. "Pretty courteous of you to give me another handicap." And a few seconds later, Steel signaled the race to start! Spitfire took off like a bullet! Leaving a smoking trail behind her as she flew!
As she watched Spitfire take off, Rainbow Dash smirked as her hair began to glow! Lightning crackled across her entire body, but it was mostly concentrated in her wings! Steel and the remaining Wonderbolts watched in awe as Rainbow Dash took her starting position!
"The handicap was actually for me." Rainbow Dash said as her wings were poised to lift her off the ground! "Needed some time to prep this new technique I've been working on, so here goes nothing! STORMING SPECTRUM!" And Rainbow Dash launched herself into the air! If Spitfire's take off was like a bullet, then Rainbow Dash's was like a laser! A rainbow trail of lightning streaked across the sky! 
Rainbow Dash's new technique was so fast that it even made Spitfire tumble as she passed by her! Reaching Castalot Castle in almost no time at all! When Spitfire finally arrived, Rainbow Dash was waiting for her. A triumphant smile on her face. 
"Best two out of three?" Rainbow Dash teased as Spitfire landed on her knees with her jaw on the ground. ". . . Is that a no?"
And with that, Rainbow Dash flew back to Steel. Her boyfriend rewarding her victory with a kiss. A few minutes later, Spitfire arrived with her fellow Wonderbolts following close behind.
"Well, you beat me fair and square." Spitfire said in defeat. "Guess you don't need to join us if you can beat us in a race, right?"
"Hmm." Rainbow Dash scratched her chin in thought. "I won't join you guys, BUT. That doesn't mean you can't have my support."
"What do you mean?" Soarin asked.
"How about I become your patron goddess?" Rainbow Dash asked with a grin. "I'll have to iron out the details and approval with Princess Celestia, but I think we can all get what we want in the end. You get the support of a goddess, and I technically get to be part of the Wonderbolts like I always wanted."
"Huh." Fleetfoot said in awe. "Why didn't we lead with that?"
"Ego, Fleet." Spitfire answered. "Lifts you high easily, and crashes you down HARD. And yeah, that deal sounds pretty nice."
"Great!" Rainbow Dash grinned! "Now all I gotta do is get Princess Celestia's approval! Later, slowpokes!" And as Rainbow Dash flew off to Castalot, Steel watched her with a loving smile.
"I swear to Faust I need to marry her." Steel thought out loud.

			Author's Notes: 
Next few episodes will be largely original content. I plan on getting my adaptation of the canon episode 8 out around December so I can FINALLY get out a holiday episode around the right time.


	
		Episode 8: Hax



A poorly maintained basement laboratory in Castalot
A lone figure scurried about the poorly maintained lab within his house's basement. It was poorly lit in the lab, but the sparks ringing out from the young man's tools provided the briefest instances of illumination. As the young man worked on his creation, the light from the sparks produced silhouettes of his finished product, a small army of robots. 
"Soon. . . " The young man pulled the goggles from his face. He was an earthbound with pale grey skin, greasy black hair, and pale yellow eyes. "Soon I'll get even with that punk! He fixes one little mishap with my project, and everyone calls him a big hero! Well, Nightfall, you day has come!" The young man flipped on a swtich to his basement's lights! Revealing his robot army! "Now, I will have justice against him! Him and the school that dared to expel me!"
The young man flipped a switch, and an elevator to the ground floor of his derelict-looking lab! With a few keystrokes on his computer, the robots switched on! Marching with a mechanical step on Castalot! The young man stepped outside with a smirk, but his eyes burned at the sunlight and he coughed on the fresh air from the outside!
"Blasted outdoors!" The young man hissed as he agonizingly adjusted to the outside world! Muttering as he retreated back inside! "I'll just send a drone to record it. Better picture, anyway!"

Unityville, Nightfall Silver's Workshop/Lab Section of the Castle of Friendship
Nightfall was pensive as he performed a mandatory check-up on his suit of hi-tech armor. He'd been a member of the Elements of Heroism for a good while now, and he had seen his fair share of battles. However, when the big threats had manifested, Nightfall's suit always seemed to be outclassed. But that was not the only thing troubling the Element of Heart
'I know that the guys accepted me onto team.' Nightfall thought sadly. 'But I still can't help but feel like a bit of an outcast. All of them earned their Duelist Arms upon awakening as Elements of Heroism, and Spike even manifested his own. Me? I didn't get any of that, I had to make my own weaponry. I take pride in the armor I made, but I can't help but feel like I'm always playing a really long game of catch-up with the rest of the guys.'
Nightfall sighed as he reflected upon his doubts, and was prepared to spend a minute or two mulling his troubles over. Fortunately for him, a visitor to his lab and workshop wouldn't give him the chance to be sad about things. Namely a certain princess of friendship who wished to see her hi-tech knight.
"Feeling a bit heartbroken?" Twilight teased as she snuck up behind Nightfall and pulled him into a loving embrace. "Maybe there's something I can do to help mend you."
"Twilight?!" Nightfall sputtered as he realized his girlfriend was now hugging him from behind! "How come I didn't hear you knocking on the door?"
"You left it open." Twilight giggled. "No need to get bent out of shape over it. Even us eggheads make simple mistakes!"
"Wasn't that much of a problem to begin with." Nightfall smiled as he put he took Twilight's hand in his own. "But I am a bit bothered I'm the only one on the team without a Duelist Arm. I heard from Spike that one of the dragon knights that revived created the Duelist Arms."
"So are you thinking of seeking him out to forge your own?" Twilight asked as she directed her gaze to Nightfall's suit of hi-tech armor. "Nightfall, I don't think you really need to do that. Your armor is something you've poured your heart into." She then tightened her hold on Nightfall. "The last time you overhauled it, we both put so much work into its upgrades. Those were some of my favorite moments. You don't need a Duelist Arm of your own to be a hero. Besides, you'll always be my knight in shining armor."
"You know, the sparkle in your eyes is really infectious." Nightfall chuckled as he rose from his seat. "I think I've been inside for a good while. Care to go on a lunch date?"
"I'd love to." Twilight smiled lovingly. However, her smile faltered when she heard Nightfall's computer beeping! "Uh, you didn't have anything scheduled for right now, did you?"
"No. No I didn't!" Nightfall immediately picked up his computer, and saw the alert icon for the sensor he'd activated a little while back that would alert them to any threats to Unity! "But it looks like I'll need to take a raincheck all the same! There's trouble in Castalot!"
"You go and suit up." Twilight said as she powered up her magic! "I'll teleport over to see what's going on, and try to keep it contained so no civilians get caught in the crossfire!" In a flash of magic, Twilight was whisked away to Castalot!
"Well, who am I to refuse a command from my princess?" Nightfall thought out loud as he equipped his armor! Blasting off towards Castalot thanks to his rocket boots! When he arrived on the scene, Nightfall's eyes widened behing the visor of his helmet! An army of robots was marching through the streets of Castalot! "Looks like I'm not the only one who's a bit of a tinkerer."
Nightfall landed immediately, and set to work dismantling the marching mechs! While Twilight crushed, hurled, and blew apart the robots with her magic, Nightfall sent out two barrier drones to quarantinve the combat zone!
"Looks like another one of my new gadgets are doing their job." Nightfall said as he fired a strident blast from his suit's hands! "Now to take another new toy for a test drive!" Nightfall flicked his wrist, and a lase blade ingited from his wrist! Wasting no time, Nightfall cut the mechs down to scrap metal! However, he and Twilight soon had unwelcome company in the fight.
"Castalot is under our jurisdiction." Blitz Surge announced sternly as he effortlessly walked through the army of robots! Cutting them down without a care! "And right now, you are infringing upon the Lancers' territory."
"And if we'd waited for you and your gang to show up, some civilians could have been hurt!" Nightfall snapped in response as he sliced apart another robot! "If you're such a great 'hero', then why'd you show up only after everyone thought Burst was gone for good?!"
"I was waiting to get involved when things were at their worst." Blitz replied calmly. "My brother's departure just so happened to fit within that category."
"Don't give me that!" Nightfall cried out as he fought his way through another squad of robots! "That doesn't excuse you sitting out! Just hearing you say that proves you're no hero! You would've let evil triumph just to make yourself look more heroic?! If Burst was here right now, he'd deck you hard!"
"And yet he's playing catch-up in high school right now." Blitz remarked as he sent out an energy slash at the mechs marching towards him! "It appears that my brother is a slacker in addition to being a false hero."
"Watch yourself, Blitz." Twilight warned. "You forget, I could use my authority to get you and the Lancers benched again. Or have you gone stir-crazy from your last suspension and don't care?"
"But Princess Twilight, I haven't lifted a finger against you and your companion." Blitz Surge smirked. "In fact, I'm starting to feel a bit threatened by your behavior. I just might have to defend mysel-"
"You're not getting an inch closer to her." Nightfall said coldly as he broke off from the robots he was engaging to stare down Blitz Surge! "And even if you do, it'll be over my corpse!"
"A knight protecting his princess, eh?" Blitz Surge chuckled. "It seems we have something in common, Nightfall Silver. Perhaps there is a place mong the Lancers for you after all. We could use some good tech support."
"Not on your life." Nightfall snapped. "Besides, I can clearly tell by who you've accepted that your team's junk. Kinda like these robots Twilight and I have been scrapping."
"So you show yourself again, Nightfall Silver!" A voice broadcasted from the drone observing the fight! The combatants turned their attention to the drone hovering above the battleground! "This is the second time you've wrecked my plans!"
"That voice. . . " Nightfall said in realization. "Hax! You're the one that sent out these robots to attack?!"
"You bet I did!" Hax screeched into his microphone back at his basement! "This was supposed to be payback for the science fair all those years ago!"
"You've got a grudge against me for an accident you caused?!" Nightfall retorted! "Hax, the robot that you built would've destroyed the school! If I hadn't stopped it, people could've gotten hurt or killed!"
"And because you stopped my creation, you prevented me from evaluating the true capability of my genius!" Hax spat back! "Today makes the second time you've wrecked something of my creation!"
"Yeah, well, it's been nice catching up with you, too." Nightfall quipped dryly. "In fact, I'll be paying you a face-to-face visit soon. This little chat's given me enough time to trace your call. You always were reckless, even when we were students at Castalot Prep all those years ago."
"GAH!" Hax screamed as he recalled his drone and slammed his keyboard in rage! "It's HIS fault I'm in my current position. . . " And he immediately set about frantically packing whatever was lying around.
"It appears that the perpetrator still walks freely." Blitz Surge scoffed before glaring at Nightfall. "If you'd kindly divulge Hax's whereabouts, I'll personally see to it that he faces justice."
"Are going to put him in a cell, or in the ground?" Nightfall asked coldly. 
". . . Let's just say he has to live with the consequences." Blitz Surge scowled before Nightfall provided the address of Hax's whereabouts. The leader of the Lancers teleporting right into Hax's lab! "Hello, Hax. Despite your choice of lifestyle, you seem to be one who is up-to-date with the current state of affairs."
"Y-You're Blitz Surge. The leader of the Lancers." Hax shook in place as he noticed Blitz calmly clutching his katana! "T-Take me in, but don't kill me!"
"Kill you?" Blitz smirked. "Why would I kill you when you sought out justice today?" Seeing Hax's surprised reaction, Blitz began to stroll around the basement Hax called home. "You have great talent, Hax, and it has been constricted and denounced by those who have wronged you. But me? I see what you could offer."
"Go on. . . " Hax requested.
"The Lancers are indeed a formidable group." Blitz Surge began. "However, we are fewer in number than the Elements of Heroism. Good help is so hard to find these days. So," Blitz picked up the head of one of Hax's robots. "Why not make it instead? Besides, we could use some to help give us a cutting edge."
". . . Is this a job offer?" Hax asked.
"You could say that." Blitz chuckled darkly. "And as a chance to prove yourself superior to Nightfall Silver."
"Where do I sign up?" Hax asked with a malicious grin!
"You've already made your allegiance known." Blitz smirked. "And I have a few designs in mind for the army you'll forge for us. . . "

	
		Episode 9: Catching Up & Confessing



Castalot Castle, Burst Stream's room.
It happened a bit later that Burst Stream would have expected, but he knew it would come all the same: Pinkie Pie throwing a housewarming party to celebrate him moving into a new residence.
'Good thing Pinkie waited until the weekend.' Burst thought to himself as he caught up with how his friends were faring in their week. However, the party soon received an unexpected guest in the form of Discord popping in. Literally. 'So NOW he decides to show up, huh? Good. I've been meaning to talk to him.'
"Ah, Burst Stream!" Discord grinned as he zipped over to the Element of Power. "I just knew it wouldn't be easy to get rid of the one person with enough guts to punch me in the face! I'd have brought you a gift, but I'm afraid I just don't know you that well to get the right one."
"It's cool, Discord. Besides," Burst smiled innocently at Discord. "I've got a little present for you."
"Really now?" Discord asked in an amused tone. "Well, I'm very interested in seeing what it is y-GAH!" Discord was kissing the floor in an instant! Burst Stream rising back up to full height and glaring down at Discord after once more decking the Lord of Chaos in the face!
"THAT was for stabbing us all in the back for Tirek." Burst growled. "Honestly? It's pretty tempting to kick you while you're down. Still, I guess there's no point in it now. Besides, I'm sure Ty did way worse to you than anything I did."
"Sure did." Tyrannus Rex nodded. "Still, I think we all knew you'd sock it to him when you came back."
". . . Can I go now?" Discord groaned from the floor.
"Yeah. Just make sure to never pull a stunt like that again." Burst cautioned. "And you better give me one heck of a 'welcome back' present if I ever see your face again!" He had no intention of holding Discord to it, but he had to admit that he got some satisfaction out of Discord gulping in fear before vanishing with a "pop" sound! Burst turned to his guests to apologize for the disruption, but paused when he noticed money changing hands.
"So. . . what's all that about?" Burst asked. Eager to find out what sort of operation his friends had cooked up. "It wouldn't happen to be related to what just happened, would it?"
"We kinda made a little betting pool on whether or not you'd punch Discord when you came back." Twilight answered with a sheepish smile. "Some of us were hoping you'd pursue a more civil confrontation. Others? Well, they wanted you to wreak retribution on their behalf."
"Heh! I'd say it's just been well-served!" Dark Ice smirked before taking a swig of soda. "Say, Burst, did you know Shadow's finally gotten himself a girlfriend?"
"C'mon bro!" Shadow protested! "You don't need to trumpet that news everywhere!"
"Relax Shadow." Arctic Ace chuckled. "Ice is just doing his job as a big brother and giving you a hard time." He then turned his attention to Burst. "In fact, I should mention that Fang, Venus and I have recently gained girls of our own."
"Wow. Inferno gets married, and most of my other friends get into relationships." Burst muttered. "I missed out on a lot during the time I was training. So how'd you meet your girlfriends anyway?"
"We helped reform them." Venus Bloomer answered. "Twilight brought them back with her after they tried to start something in another world. The three of them used to be sirens on our world. But, now that they've got their true voices, they don't need to feed off of negativity."
"All right, that's enough boring Burst with our love lives." Steel Edge proclaimed as he noticed the time. "I'd say that this party's winding down right about now, and Burst could at least use a day to himself tomorrow. Time for us to take our leave. See ya around, man!"
"All of you take care." Burst smiled, waving goodbye to his friends as they flew or teleported back to Unityville. "Well, that was a fun day. Now for a *yawn* restful night." 
Burst Stream stretched before changing into his sleeping clothes, save for a shirt, and crawling underneath his bed's covers. His eyes shutting the second his head hit the pillow. It wasn't long before Burst was drifting into sleep and nuzzling against his pillow. However, when he turned to his other side, he was greeted with a new sensation of softness. While it felt a bit different from his pillow, there was also a comforting warmth from it as well. Enjoying how pleasant the new sensation was, Burst nuzzled against it. What he didn't expect was a response from the source of the new softness, that being the feeling of arms wrapping around him and a pleased purring sound. Burst opened his eyes, and saw Nightmare Moon pressing her body close to his and resting his head upon her bosom. As if she sensed her lover awakening, the dark goddess's eyes opened and a smile crept across her face.
"Good evening, my precious light." Nightmare Moon purred as she positioned herself so that she was on top of Burst, and he was underneath her. "You'll forgive this late-night intrusion, won't you? I just can't seem to give all of Unity sweet dreams if I can't get a restful sleep myself."
"I missed you too, Moon." Burst smiled as he raised his upper body so that he could wrap his arms around Nightmare Moon. "The first night I moved in, I missed the feeling of your body against mine. Feeling your beautiful black wings wrap around me as you held onto me. Your embrace, for lack of a better term, was heavenly."
"Probably because I gave you a taste of marshmallow heaven~." Nightmare Moon teased as she stared into Burst's eyes. A loving smile that refused to leave on her face. "I missed seeing that cute sleeping face of yours. So peaceful, yet ready to spring into action if you're called. Just like a dragon. You even have the wings to prove it."
"You could say I earned my wings." Burst chuckled as he flexed his wings a bit. "So. Did you came all the way to my room just for a goodnight kiss?"
"Who says we have to stop there?" Nightmare Moon suggested as pulled Burst's face closer to hers. "One of my favorite dreams was of us having a family together."
"Moon. . . " Burst blushed. "I'd be lying if I said I couldn't picture that for us."
"You're still so fun to tease, sweetie." Nightmare Moon giggled. "Right now, just talking's more than enough for me. Though I don't know what will qualify as 'enough' for Celestia."
"Yeah, I guess I'll have to figure that ou-. . . wait, why are you bringing up Celestia?" Burst asked. His face contorting in confusion. "Moon, I've moved on past her."
"We both know that's not true, Burst." Nightmare Moon said as she loosened her hold on Burst. "As for why I've brought her up? You'll just have to ask her yourself~." 
"Even so, I'm with you now." Burst Stream countered. "How can I say I really love you if part of me is still missing Celestia?"
"The answer's simple." Nightmare Moon giggled and put a finger to her lips. Winking playfully at Burst Stream. "But where's the fun in just telling you?"
"Are we actually going to sleep, or do you want to keep me up all night?" Burst smiled.
"Sleep will soon find you, Burst Stream." Nightmare Moon nuzzled against Burst affectionately. "After you give me that goodnight kiss you suggested not that long ago."
"Who am I to deny a request from a goddess?" Burst smiled as he and Nightmare Moon kissed. The silvery moonlight illuminating them for an instant before the couple soon fell into sleep's embrace while embracing each other. Both of them wrapping their wings around each other.
When morning arrived, Burst rose to stretch his arms and wings. He would have moved some more, but found a significant amount of weight on his back. 
"Y'know Moon, when you said that you'd never let me go, I didn't think you meant it this literally." Burst Stream sighed, but smiled all the same as he took a hold of Nightmare Moon's hand while her arms were draped over his shoulders. "You do know I'm about to head to the shower, right?"
"We've yet to take a shower as a couple." Nightmare Moon smirked. "It could give us the chance to be more intimate."
". . . You've always wanted me to wash your wings, haven't you?" Burst asked with a playful smile.
"Guess you're a hero with brains to match his brawn." Nightmare Moon beamed as she bounced out of Burst's bed and made her way to the shower. "Besides, you could use some help getting your wings washed too." 
It wasn't long before the two of them were in shower. Surprisingly, Burst Stream didn't encounter too much teasing from Moon. Probably because his girlfriend was having too much fun washing his wings after he'd washed hers. Before long, Nightmare Moon teleported off to her own room to get dressed, leaving Burst to finish his morning routine solo.
"Hmm." Burst inspected his signature white coat carefully. "Maybe I should take this to Rarity. It got pretty roughed up when I contracted with Bahamut due to my dragon wings sprouting." Burst's musing on the condition of his coat were halted by the growling of his stomach. "Well, that's a matter for a later date. First priority: breakfast."
Before long, Burst was grabbing breakfast from the castle's kitchen area and scarfing it down with great zeal. Burst Stream was just about to head to his room and get in some playtime on his consoles when he bumped into someone who'd been on his mind a lot recently.
"Sorry about that." Burst sheepishly apologized. He immediately blushed when he saw who he'd run into. "I. . . should've watched where I was going."
"No need to be sorry." Celestia giggled. "It's always a pleasure to run into you Burst."
"Y-Yeah! You too!" Burst stammered. 'Every time that I see or talk to her, I can't help but feel like I should be with her. But that's wrong, isn't it? We had our time as a couple, and it ended. I'm with Moon now! She's my girlfriend, and the one who I should focus on making happy! So why?! Why does some part of me want nothing more than to make Celestia smile?! I know it wasn't my fault that we were broken up, and that the two of us agreed to take some time apart! Agh! This is all so confusing! Celestia? Moon? Who do I love more? Which of them can I see a future with? . . . Idiot. You KNOW the answer, but you also know that it can be done because it's so selfish and unfair to either of them.' "So, you just got your day started too, huh?"
"I have." Celestia nodded. That same beautiful, serene smile on her face. "Can't run day court on an empty stomach, can I?"
"I don't think anyone could imagine the princess of the sun skipping out on breakfast." Burst chuckled. "Well, I've got a day off to enjoy. So, I guess I'll see you later, Celestia."
"I should hope so." Celestia smiled. "If you need any suggestions for how to occupy yourself, I'd recommend taking a quick flight over the city. Seeing Castalot from above really is quite the sight. There was also a time that I laid down on a cloud once. It was probably one of the softest things I've ever felt."
"Funny you should mention flying, I was about to hit up some of my old haunts around the city." Burst answered before flapping his dragon wings. "I've just got a new way to get to them! Thanks for the tip, by the way! I'll have to try resting on a cloud sometime!"
Burst Stream opened up the nearest window, and flew out of it! Streaking through the skies of Castalot, he soon descended when he spotted his usual comic book shop. But shortly after he set foot on the ground, Burst Stream's entire being tensed up! Part of the training he'd undergone with Bahamut was to sense the intent of those who wished to stand against him.
"The ability to sense the intent of challengers or opponents is known as dragon instinct." Bahamut's words repeated in Burst's head as his eyes scanned the area, searching for his would-be opponent. "It's somewhat of a combat sense to know when an enemy or rival is coming for you. However, despite the ability's passive nature, it's effectiveness depends entirely upon you reacting to it."
'And something tells me I need to react now!' Burst thought as he rolled out of the path of a scythe's blade just in time! "So much for a complete day off. . . "
"Aw, what's wrong Burst Stream?" The attacker asked mockingly. "Not happy to see another familiar face? Don't worry, I'll be the last face you see before the day's over, permanently!" Edge Lord rose to his full height, and grinned wickedly! "I'd heard rumors that you bit the dust when Tirek got loose. I can't tell you how sad that made me because I wouldn't get the chance to finish you! But it looks like those rumors were greatly exaggerated, and I can't tell you how happy that makes me!"
"I've beaten you before, Blade. And I'll do it again." Burst replied coolly.
"I'm not Blade. That's the name of the weakling who you bested with his own weapon. I've taken that pain you caused me, and used it to forge a new me! I AM EDGE LORD!" Edge Lord declared proudly as he discarded his cloak to reveal his torn outfit and bladed weapons at his disposal! Licking his scythe!
"Wow. You just threw out all notions of subtlety. Then again, the scythe as a weapon was a dead giveaway." Burst nodded. "But you're not the only one who's changed." Burst flared out his dragon wings and switched his laser gun to its lightsaber mode!
"Oh, great!" Edge Lord said with a deranged smile. "More pieces of you for my edge to taste!"
Edge got close to Burst, and slashed at him with his scythe! However, to Edge's disappointment, sparks instead of blood shot out from Burst's skin!
"I've grown some pretty thick skin since we last met." Burst Stream quipped before smirking at Edge! "Face it, you've got no edge over me!"
"I'll cut you to pieces!" Edge snarled as he swung so hard with his scythe to strike at where Burst stood, but Burst took to the air before Edge could land a hit! The force of Edge's strike causing the blade of his scythe to be embedded in the ground! "Blasted weapon! Move like I want you to!"
"Disgraceful. Blaming your weapon for your own mistakes." Burst remarked as he flew up to Edge and kicked him in the face! "The only problem with your weapon is yourself. That, and you're using an impractical weapon. I heard Luna's got plenty of weapons that fit her moon theme, AND they're perfectly functional."
"Oh? You think I've lost my edge?!" Edge chuckled darkly. "WELL HOW'RE THESE FOR EDGY, MY NEMESIS?!"
Edge hurled a series of daggers at Burst Stream! They never reached their target as Burst reduced them to useless scrap with a single, swift swing of his lightsaber! Enraged, Blade grabbed the bladed and spiked knuckles at his sides and swung at Burst wildly! 
"Dude. You're not my nemesis." Burst frowned as thoughts of Blitz Surge entered his head. "There's already someone a lot more qualified than you for that position, and you hate my guts just because I gave you a scar with your own weapon?"
"Stop joking around and fight me!" Edge roared as his blades continued to uselessly bounce off of Burst's shield spell! "Face me like a man!"
"You tried to ambush me like a coward, fight like a child throwing a tantrum, and a petty motivation." Burst Stream answered with a smirk. "So who's the real one that's acting childish?"
"SHUT UP!" Edge screamed as Burst dropped the shield spell! Leaving Edge wide open for Burst to strike! Something Burst capitalized on by slashing Edge across the chest! The praying mantis mutant changeling hissing in pain as the lightsaber's blade seared his chitin! "GAAAH!"
"You're outmatched in strength and skill. Give up, and buzz off." Burst Stream cautioned the reeling Edge! "Come at me again, and you're likely to lose limb. Or at worst, your life."
". . . You're right. Heh heh!" Edge chuckled darkly before producing a vile of bright green serum from his coat! "Which is why Queen Chrysalis made THIS for me and the rest of the mutant changelings that still serve her! Earlier you'd said I'd lost my edge. Fool! I'm about to regain it, and so much more!"
Edge Lord popped the cap off the serum, and chugged it down in a single bulp! The empty serum vial shattering as Edge threw it to the ground! Suddenly, Edge hunched over as his entire body began to bulge! Suddenly, parts of his chitin skin began to crack and bust apart! His muscles literally bursting through his skin and pulsating with a slime-green aura as they increased in size! Edge had a bloodthirsty smile on his face as he stared down Burst Stream!
"Now that I'm powered up. . . " Edge sneered! "I'M GONNA POUND YOU INTO THE GROUND!" Edge raised his scythe, and slammed it into the city street! A crater forming from the impact! Burst Stream narrowly avoiding the scythe's arc!
'Whatever was in that serum, it definitely boosted his power!' Burst thought as he took to the air! His dragon wings beating furiously as he surveyed the damage! 'If the damage he was able to do with one swing is evidence enough, I don't want to think about what else he'd do! I've gotta get him away from here! There's too many people, so I can't really let loose either! Dammit! Where to go?!' 
Burst whipped his head about trying to find a more suitable battleground, but he was suckerpunched by Edge Lord! The force of the blow almost making Burst tumble to the ground if it weren't for the Element of Power's quick recovery! As Burst recovered, he caught sight of a building undergoing construction and it looked like the site was absent at the moment!
"Perfect!" Burst smirked before turning to face Edge! The praying mantis mutant changeling buzzing wildly after suckerpunching Burst! "Alright you wannabe reaper! You want my life? Come and get me!" Burst Stream taunted as he flew off towards the construction site!
"Going to your grave already?!" Edge asked with a crazed grin as he buzzed after Burst Stream! "Let me bury you in it!"
Edge tried to ground Burst by slashing at him when in range, but all the mutant changeling received for his troubles was a hail of blaster fire from Burst Stream! Alongside a few bolts of magic!
"This is the place!" Burst said to himself as he dove and landed at the construction site! However, he couldn't catch his breath for long! "AGH!" Burst stumbled forwards, but managed to recover! Noticing a large slash on his back and Edge standing not to far from his back! Grinning wickedly at the sight of Burst's blood on his blade!
"First blood is mine, hero." Edge said with a malicious smile! "And so shall the last!"
'I thought he'd be slower due to all that bulk! But at the same time, he hits harder too! Still, now that we're away from people. . . '  Burst's pupils narrowed into dragonic slits! 'I'm going to show him just how hard an enraged dragon bites!' 
Burst holstered his side blaster, and converted his main one into its lightsaber mode! The Element of Power took a deep breath, and got into a ready position. Closing his eyes as he did so!
"So you accept your end at last, do you?!" Edge cackled maliciously! "WONDERFUL! NOW I CAN ACCOMPLISH WHAT TIREK FAILED TO DO WHEN HE HELD ALL THE KINGDOM'S MAGIC!"
Edge leaped into the air, and prepared to swing his scythe down on Burst Stream! But instant Edge brought his scythe close, Burst's eyes snapped open and he sliced off the scythe's blade! The scythe's handle cauterized where it had been cut! Edge was so stunned by this that he was left wide open! Letting Burst do what he did best: badass punches to the face!
"Pathetic. Your power is only available thanks to that serum. LET ME SHOW YOU WHAT A TRAINED PUNCH CAN DO!" Burst screamed as he slugged Edge in the face right before powering up his magic! Firing the blast point blank at Edge's gut! "WHITE LIGHTNING!"
The force of the point blank blast sent Edge flying into the nearby wall! A crater forming upon the mutant changeling's impact! Burst Stream was cautious as Edge was motionless, and paid attention to the injury he'd inflicted. If this fight went on any longer, it would be a weak point he could exploit. However, Burst was snapped out of his strategizing when he saw the muscles that were scorched and fried by his lightning blast start to stitch themselved back together! Looking as good as new upon finishing!
"Oh great." Burst groaned. "Looks like that serum had a dash of regeneration in it. Still, it looks like he's stunned from my white lightning." Burst surveyed his surroundings, and a plan formed in his head as he looked at his now-ruined coat. "Hmmm...."
"Grrr. . . " Edge growled as he snapped out of his stunned state! His eyes darting for any sign of Burst Stream! "Where'd that annoying dragon go?!" Edge was about to level the place when he noticed a sleeve of Burst's coat peeking out from behind a support beam! "There you are!" 
Edge stomped towards the sleeve, and slamme dhis fist into the support beam! Only to receive a shock upon impact as lightning struck him from above! Enraged, Edge snapped his head up to see above him and saw some spilled blood. It seemed to form a bit of a trail that Edge now noticed. The mutant changeling following the trail all too happily if it meant he could end Burst Stream! When Edge found the end of the trail, he spotted the remains of Burst's coat on the ground!
"Oh how I wish I could photograph this moment!" Edge said with an evil smile as he stomped his foot and brought his fist down near where the destroyed coast had been discarded! But to his unpleasant surprise, Burst wasn't there!
"How about a head shot?" A familiar voice asked as Burst hung down from the nearby horizontal support beam! Shirtless due to discarding his upper body clothing! Edge whipped his head around to face Burst, and received a charged shot to the face at point-blank range! The mutant changeling screaming in pain as the regeneration effect of the serum he'd taken repaied his half-destroyed face at an agonizingly slow rate!
"Damn. . . you!" Edge groaned in pain as his face was just about healed before doubling over in pain! Suddenly, the green overflowing muscles that had burst through Edge's skin exploded! The mutant changeling crumpling to the floor as his body finally registered the pain of his muscles shredding themselves! "GAAAUUUUGHH!" 
"Whatever you drank earlier, it's no match for actual training and skill." Burst Stream advised to his fallen foe. "But you probably won't listen to my advice." Suddenly, the sound of slow clapping notified Burst that he and his opponent were not alone.
"Good, brother. Very good indeed." Blitz Surge said as he stopped clapping. Looking down at Burst Stream from the support beam he was standing on before using a levitation spell to float to the ground. "It appears we are related after all. We both share father's skill towards battle."
"Where were you when Edge Lord showed up?" Burst questioned crossly. "You say that Castalot's your jurisdiction, but you failed to notice a well-known enemy waltzing in here? Are you lazy, or were you just waiting for him to stir up trouble? Do you know how many people could have been hurt?!"
"Acceptable collateral so long as no life is lost." Blitz retorted. "I don't know if I can say the same for the damages caused by you to my new base."  The head of the Lancers narrowed his eyes. "But if I recall correctly, I lost to you back in the Crystal Empire." Blitz's hand hovered over the handle of his katana! "Perhaps a rematch would be adequate compensation for the damage you've caused to our headquarters."
"How in tartarus are you a hero?!" Burst growled! "Shouldn't you be focused on getting the villain I just beat into custody? What's your problem with me?!"
"There won't be any need for custody." Blitz Surge said as he unsheathed his katana and stalked his way towards the fallen mutant changeling! "Justice will be-" Before Blitz could even take another step, he was blocked by the blade of Burst's lightsaber! ". . . What are you doing?"
"Stopping you." Burst said angrily. "He's already beaten, and every muscle in his body's been ripped to shreds! And you're just going to kill him in cold blood?!"
"He's evil. He deserves no mercy. Besides, in his state, it would be a mercy killing." Blitz answered as he narrowed his eyes. "Do you dare obstruct justice, brother?"
"This ISN'T justice, and I don't hear him beggin for his pain to end." Burst Stream snapped. "Who do you think you are, Light from Death Note? Next thing I know, you'll probably be calling yourself the world's savior."
"I AM the savior of this world." Blitz responded with a cold glare as he noticed Edge escape via an emergency teleport spell that triggered from his wounds. "The TRUE son of Aether and REAL hero of this world. You're just a child who's been playing hero all this time. But despite that, everyone calls you and your pathetic friends 'heroes'. You. A disgrace to father by choosing to fall for that disgusting fallen goddess. Offering them 'redemption', when they deserve none."
"Keep talking about Nightmare Moon like that. Please, by all means." Burst Stream growled. "What makes you the 'real' hero of this world?"
"Because I would have come when the villains' ruled the land! Liberating all from their rule and receiving the glory and praise worth of a Son of Aether!" Blitz hissed! "But you. . . YOU had to ruin everything! Father's approval and acceptance, the love of the kingdom, and winning the heart of a goddess. All of that was supposed to be MINE! And you had to show up and ruin everything I'd planned!" Blitz swung his katana at Burst, and the two locked blades! Sparks showering forth from the blades of their swords locking! "What makes you so special?"
". . . What did you just say?" Burst said in shock and realization. 'Those words. . . I've heard them before! Back when that hooded guy attacked me and left me for dead near the old castle in the Everfree Forest. He sounded exactly like Blitz! Is it possible. . . ?'
But before either Burst or Blitz Surge could say another word, Princesses Celestia and Luna descended! The royal sisters intervening before things could escalat any farther!
"There has been enough fighting for today." Celestia announced in her regal, serene voice. "There's no need for any further conflict."
"Indeed sister." Luna nodded. "The villain has been bested, and the kingdom and its people are safe. Let us away Blitz Surge."
". . . So be it." Blitz huffed as he sheathed his sword. "Soon, brother, you will face justice."
"Right back at you." Burst glared as he watched Luna teleport away with Blitz before he turned his attention to Celestia. "So, care to go back to the castle the scenic route?"
"Burst? Could we actually talk for a moment once we're back at the castle?" Celestia asked. The slightest hint of a blush present on her face. "There's something important I'd like you to know."
"Sure, Celestia." Burst nodded. "C'mon! I'll race you back!" The pair took off towards the castle! A playful smile on both of their faces as they flew towards the castle! The race back ending with Celestia as the victor. Not that Burst was surprised at the outcome. "Well, the middle of my day was a bit trashed, but at least the end of it was nice."
"I see." Celestia nodded when she noticed the slash mark on Burst's back. "Burst, have you had that wound tended to yet?"
"Hm?" Burst turned his head to look as far back as he could. "I was planning to get patched up after the fight was over."
"Come with me. I'll see to it that you're healed up." Celestia said as she led Burst towards her room. She couldn't help but blush slightly when she realized that she was leading Burst by the hand. 'Calm down, Celly. Just tell him after you've finished patching him up. It'll be the perfect time.' "You know, you seem to be coming back from fights less and less damaged each time. I still remember seeing you in that hospital bed after you destroyed Night Terror."
"Yeah. That was one of my toughest fights." Burst chuckled as Celestia worked her healing magic on him. "Plus, it helps that I've got dragon scale skin and the ability to fly now. Rainbow Dash has been wanting to race me, but I think we all know who'd win. Speaking of friends, me and the guys are planning on a guys' night soon." 'It'd also be a good chance to discuss my suspicions about Blitz Surge.'
"It's so nice to see that you're catching up with everyone you care about." Celestia said with a fond, yet wistful smile as she cut the flow of the healing spell and removing her hands from Burst. "And, I'm sorry about your coat."
"It's just a piece of clothing. Rarity'll probably offer to make me a new one after she hears about what happened." Burst answered before a nervous expression. "Hey, Celestia? You're one of those people I care about. You always will be."
". . . I know." Celestia said with uncertainty.
"Celestia, Moon brought you up one night when she was talking about how just talking to me was enough for her after I came back." Burst said nervously as he turned to face the solar princess. "Do you have any idea what she meant by that?"
'You're just looking for any good excuse to push things along, aren't you Moon?' Celestia thought. "I know exactly why she told you this."
"So why did she-?!" Burst was cut short when Celestia put her hands on his shoulders and gazed deeply into his electric-blue eyes.
"Because I still love you, Burst Stream." Celestia said with complete conviction. Her eyes beginning to tear up. "For so long, I wanted nothing more than to be together with you again. When you suggested that we take some time apart, I used that time to reflect on what we had and how I was forced to tear it apart because I thought it would keep you safe. Sometimes I thought that I didn't deserve to get back together with you. I doubted you and your friends being able to triumph against Shining Dawn, and I didn't trust you enough to just say what the problem was."
"And. . . how does Moon play into this?" Burst asked.
"She told me about the dreams you'd have of us back together. How happy she saw you even after I let go of you." Celestia answered with a smile. "You're not wrong to have such dreams, no matter how much you tell yourself that you are. Seeing you take a stand against Tirek while you were in a weakened state to protect me? That just solidified why I did, and still love you. You're willing to give your life for me, and you've already done that more times than I can count. All because you want to see me smile at the end of the day."
"I. . . I don't-" Burst shook his head as he slipped loose from Celestia's grip. "I am happy about this. Really, I am. But, I'm with Moon now. How can I say I really love her if I still have feelings for you? And if I do get back together with you, that leaves Moon alone! I can't do that to her, or I'd never live with myself. But the worst part is, I genuinely love both of you! You and Moon captured my heart in your own ways. Honestly, both of you are the entire reason I started down this path in the first place. When it comes to choosing between the two of you? I. . . I just can't."
'Moon. Just what is that solution you were going to discuss with me?' Celestia thought as she rubbed the side of Burst's face. "You shouldn't feel any pressure to choose between us. That's something Moon and I are working on. For now? Just rest and go on like this talk never happened."
"Yeah." Burst sighed. "I'll need it today. Especially after that verbal slugfest I had with Blitz." Burst's eyes narrowed. "Something he said triggered a memory I'd rather not recall. He asked me 'what makes me special'."
"And what might the significance of that be?" Celestia asked. The concern on her face all too visible.
"I think he's the same guy who attacked me and left me to die in the Everfree Forest." Burst answered. "And I thought I already had enough reasons to hate his guts. I can't shake the feeling he's up to something really bad, and he's been using Luna to help move things along. But this is all just suspicion."
". . . I see." Celestia's eyes narrowed. "Perhaps I should speak to my sister about her 'relationship' with her champion."
"Yeah. No way I'd ever buy that those two are a real couple." Burst sighed. "Well it was. . . nice, talking to you again Celestia. So, uh, I guess I'll see you around."
"Rest well Burst Stream." Celestia said with a serene smile. 
"Thanks." Burst said as he teleported to his room, and flopped onto his bed. A tired look on his face as he stared at the ceiling. "Damn. And here I was thinking my love life would never get complicated. Not to mention, I've got another asshole 'brother' to deal with. Well, whatever comes, I know my friends and I can handle it. Right now? *yawn* I could use a nap." And that's just what he did.

	
		Episode 10: Free Agents



The Changeling Hive.
Chrysalis glared at Edge in his healing pod. She hadn't ordered the praying mantis mutant changeling to attack, but the mutant couldn't resist the chance to try and end Burst Stream. However, Edge wasn't the only mutant changeling with an attitude problem. Stinger, the scorpion mutant changeling was a bit of a loose cannon. Needle, the wasp mutant changeling, was pretty much the only one of the mutants who was actually loyal to Chrysalis. Then again, he was based off of a hive-type insect. 
"About half of the mutant changelings defected after my defeat at the royal wedding." Chrysalis grumbled as she directed her gaze to a sealed door in the hive. "If I'm going to increase my number of high-level fighters, I'll have to release two more attitude problems. Those two were the only ones who put up any resistance to being mutated. Their time in stasis must have made them know their place in the hive by know." A smirk crept across Chrysalis's face.
"How fitting it would be for them to once again enjoy movement by kneeling at my feet." Chrysalis mused to herself as her hands were cloaked in the slime-green aura of her magic, and she channeled it into the stasis cocoons. Though their structure was similar to the healing pods, the stasis cocoons were a dull grey and opaque in contrast to the clear, green of the healing pods. "Rise and shine, Drake and Kicker."
Suddenly, the stasis cocoons began to crack and break open as their occupants began to stir. A moment later, the two remaining mutant changelings burst out of their prisons! The first to stand and bask in their freedom was a dragonfly mutant changeling that had segments of his chitin skin that were turquoise in color while his hair was sky-blue. The remaining mutant changeling was grasshopper-like with powerful legs, a pair of antennae on his head, and was light green in color with forest-green hair. These were Drake and Kicker, the remaining members of the mutant changelings.
"So, you finally let us out, huh?" Drake asked lazily as he stretched his arms and buzzed his wings. "Either the others wised up and struck out on their own, or you need me and Kicker here to make your forces actually useful."
"Do not take your newly regained freedom forgranted, Drake." Chrysalis hissed. "I had you put in stasis before, and I can easily do it again."
"Funny." Kicker tilted his head in curiousity. "You don't feel all that strong. In fact, you feel weaker. A lot weaker."
"Probably because her grand plans blew up in her face." Drake snickered. "Like mutating me and the others, for example."
"Silence!" Chrysalis snapped! "I am your queen! Your leader! And you will follow my orders as subjects of my hive!"
"Sorry. I'm through with you telling me what to do." Drake smirked. "Kicker? Care to hand her our resignation?"
"Gladly!" Kicker grinned as he jumped, and executed a powerful kick to Chrysalis's face! Sending the changeling queen crashing into a nearby wall! "So, we gonna bounce or what?"
"Definitely." Drake grinned. "Let's blow this joint Kicker!"
The pair of mutant changelings buzzed their wings, and took off! Leaving the hive behind as they flew into Unity's territory! It wasn't long before the two of them landed in Unityville. 
"So. This is what a human town looks like." Drake remarked as he and Kicker landed and began to explore. "Sure is a lot more colorful than the hive."
"Uh, maybe we haven't left home as much as we thought, Drake." Kicker added as he saw a few changelings buzzing about the town. However, he noticed that they were far from the single uniform color schemes of the changelings back in the hive. "Just what happened before we were let loose?"
"Chrysalis probably screwed things up. Like I knew she would." Drake shrugged. He then noticed Rarity and Fluttershy, and smirked. "And I think I just found us some pretty, new sights." The pair of mutants slid up to the pair of element bearers. Drake flashing his most charming smile while Kicker just waved. "Hello there ladies. A nice day like this is much more pleasant company, wouldn't you say?"
"Hi." Kicker waved at Fluttershy. "Wanna date?"
"Yes. It is." Rarity replied with a polite smile. "I'll soon be enjoying it with my fiance, and my friend with her boyfriend. We have a double date. So as lovely as your offer of companionship sounds, I'm afraid we must decline."
"You're not a completely claimed woman yet." Drake smirked. "Why not have one last fling of freedom before you tie the knot? I'm sure you-*sniff* Hey, what smells like something's burning?"
"Babe?" Inferno asked as a literally flaming aura covered his entire being. "This guy's not giving you any trouble, is he?"
"Fluttershy." Ty began. "These two weren't making you uncomfortable, were they?"
"So, you must be the fiance." Drake said coolly as he turned to face Inferno. "Hey, can you blame me for trying to court her? Your lady's a literal goddess."
"And I'm a god." Inferno said crossly. "Who will be marrying her incredibly soon. Considering what you just tried to pull, I've half a mind to incinerate you right here."
"C'mon, big guy! N-No need to get hostile, right?" Kicker asked nervously as he trembled before Ty! "I wasn't gonna force her to go out with me, and she's pretty cute!"
"You're lucky my Duelist Arm is undergoing its evolution." Ty said sternly as he towered over Kicker! "Because if it was still working, I'd use my cannon to blast you halfway to Castalot."
"Please, can't we be civil about this?" Drake suggested. He then smirked. "Unless, of course, we could share these ladies for a day?"
". . . Okay, you know what?" Inferno said with a frown. "Just for saying that, I'm roasting you. This isn't gonna be a fight, it'll be a lesson." And Inferno shot out a powerful fireball point blank at Drake! "NEVER try to steal another person's loved one! It only cements that you're pathetic."
"Uh. . . be gentle, please?" Kicker begged as Ty hoisted him into the air!
"Don't worry about your friend." Ty grunted. "You'll be sent flying alongside him so you're not lonely." Ty picked up the winded Drake, and began to spin both him and Kicker before sending them flying off towards Castalot!
As the pair were sent flying, Hax's surveillance drones followed suit! The drones had been observing the new mutant changelings arrival and activity. When the pair crashed into the city streets, they were soon met with Blitz Surge and the Lancers.
"It seems the Elements of Heroism have given you two trouble as well." Blitz Surge said with a smug smile on his face. "However, you'll soon be receiving a chance to get back at them. All you need do is join the Lancers, and be under my command."
"Sorry, but we've got no beef with those guys." Drake smirked. "Besides, we were kinda in the wrong hitting on spoken-for women. Besides, even if you've got one cutie on your team, we're not interested."
"Yeah!" Kicker pumped his fist in emphasis! "So shove it!"
"And why might that be?" Blitz frowned.
"Me and Kicker here are sick of people trying to control and order us around." Drake explained with a glare. "It just doesn't sit well with the two of us." A sudden gust of wind blew through. "We're like the wind, masterless and free with no one but ourselves to tell us what to do."
"You will regret this." Blitz scowled.
"Or maybe you need to accept the fact that the Elements of Heroism are better than your group." Drake smirked. "Because you, sir, sure don't seem like a hero. Let's fly, Kicker!"
"Right behind ya, Drake!" Kicker cheered. "So where to next?!"
"Wherever we want." Drake shrugged. "The wind's got no set destination."
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		Episode 11: Nightmare Night



'So it's finally arrived, has it?' Nightmare Moon thought as she flew across the afternoon skies of Castalot. Everywhere she looked, she saw people adorning their houses with fake spider webs, plastic bats, jack-o'latnerns, and other such standard decorations that littered houses on Nightmare Night. A holiday she'd only become aware of upon her second defeat. 'To think that there's a whole holiday based around me. But that's not the best part. . . '
The best part, according to Nightmare Moon, was seeing all the children excitedly chattering about what costumes they were going to wear or how much candy they'd planned on getting. It made the dream goddess incredibly happy to know that something that brought joy to others came from her existence.
"Well, if they already think tonight's gonna be fun," Nightmare Moon thought out loud with a smirk as she flew back to her room at the castle and pulled a witch hat from a box. "Just wait until they see the treat I have planned. . . "
Night soon fell over the kingdom, and Nightmare Moon took a deep breath of the night air. Smiling, she spread her wings and flew off for Unityville. The last time she observed Nightmare Night, kids had left offerings of candy at a statue of her as a Nightmare Night tradition. Luna had taken the guise of her form to give them a playful scare. So what could be better than such a trick? Naturally, Nightmare Moon herself showing up. 
From the dark cover of the trees, Nightmare Moon watched the children being led by Zecora towards the statue. However, she noticed that quite a few of them looked a bit uncertain. 
'They're probably feeling a bit conflicted about this because they know I've been giving them all good dreams.' Nightmare Moon thought with a slightly saddened expression on her face. However, it was soon replaced by a mischievous smile. 'They want a fun little scare? Well then, I'll be happy to spook them a little. Besides, it'll play right into the treat I've got planned for the town.' 
Summoning a cloud of mist with her magic, Nightmare Moon watched in anticipation as the kids began to crowd around Zecora in confusion as to where the mist had come from. Seeing the opportune moment, Nightmare Moon flapped her wings and glided through the mist around the group!
"Well, well. What have we here?" Nightmare Moon called out with a smirk as the mist obscured her location. "What a collection of tasty little morsels I see. Oh! And it appears there's a few children out after dark as well." Nightmare Mooon landed on top of her statue, and dispelled the mist with a flap of her wings! The moonlight casting a silvery glow around her body as she held onto her witch's hat to keep it from blowing away! A mischievous smile on her face as she stared down at the group. "Quite the haul of candy you're offering me. Enough for me and my friends, in fact."
"F-Friends?" One of the children asked nervously.
"Oh yes." Nightmare Moon smiled as she snapped her fingers. A swarm of bats flapped about excitedly as they picked out pieces of candy! "They really love gummi worms. Me? I'm more of a chocolate lover myself. Now then. You've seen my tricks. Now for the treat!"
Nightmare Moon snapped her fingers, and teleported them all back to Unityville! The entire town was surprised to see the princess of dreams present, but quickly put together that the whole holiday they were celebrating was themed after her.
"What?" Nightmare Moon asked with a smile. "You wouldn't start the Summer Sun Celebration without Celestia? Why start Nightmare Night without me? We've seen tricks, gotten treats. Now it's time for the beats!" With a snap of her fingers, Nightmare Moon summoned a DJ table and Vinyl Scratch!
"Now let's liven up this graveyard of a dancefloor!" Nightmare Moon cheered as she used her magic to create fireworks of various images related to the holiday! "Happy Nightmare Night!" And with that, the party raged on until the break of day! Nightmare Moon yawning as she teleported back to the castle. "Best. Night. Ever." And with that, the dream goddess fell into a peaceful slumber. 
"Can't wait until next year. . . "
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		Episode 12: Heartwarming



Once again, time seemed to fly by in the kingdom of Unity. There weren't many excursions from the mutant changelings that still served Chrysalis, and the Lancers had been fairly inactive as of late. The only form of activity that came from them was an announcement from Blitz Surge that one of their members, Hax, was working on a new instrument to help distribute "justice." A remark that all our heroes inwardly scoffed at given their past unpleasant experiences with the Lancers' leader. But that was not the prime occupant of their attention. Instead, it was a much happier topic that currently permeated all their thoughts: Hearth's Warming.
All around the kingdom, winter had finally settled in and everyone was preparing for the imminent, beloved holiday synonymous with the season. Arctic Ace helped to fully fully kick off the season by creating a large ice castle in Unityville for all the children to play a game of storm the castle with the fresh snow he'd made fall on Unityville with a little bit of help from the weather team. However, Ace was not alone in preparing for the coming Hearth's Warming. Both teams of elements, as well as the princesses, were hard at work with their preparations. Be it decorating their dwellings, purchasing gifts for their loved ones, or making treats fit for the holiday. But there was one person among our heroes who wasn't quite feeling the holiday cheer. Starlight Glimmer.
Starlight silently sighed to herself as she and Shadow were out taking an evening stroll around Unityville. Lately she hadn't felt the same cheer of the season as everyone else, and Shadow took notice of this. While they were a couple, they hadn't really gone out that much. Shadow didn't even know if he could say that the two of them were dating. 
'Is she waiting for me to make the first suggestion for a date? Or does she just want to stay indoors? I mean, I can't blame her, it does get pretty cold around this time of year.' Shadow thought to himself before deciding to investigate what was troubling Starlight. "Hey, Starlight?"
"Hm?" Starlight snapped out of her gloomy state at Shadow's questioning. "What is it Shadow?"
"If, uh, you didn't want to take a stroll around town, we could always just head back to Twilight's castle." Shadow suggested bashfully. "Not to sound like I was keeping too close an eye on you, but I noticed you looked a bit downcast while we were out today. If you didn't feel like going outside, you could've told me."
"What? No, that's not it." Starlight shook her head. "It's just. . . this time of year doesn't work out the best for me."
"So. . . do you not like Hearth's Warming?" Shadow asked cautiously.
"Shadow. . . " Starlight sighed. "I used to love Hearth's Warming. Some of my favorite memories come from the times my family and I would celebrate Hearth's Warming. At least. . . they used to be my favorite before Paradox took my mother from me."
"Starlight, if this is too painful-" Shadow began before Starlight raised her hand for him to be quiet.
"No. Maybe it's best that I just say what's bothering me." Starlight said as she looked up to the starry night sky. One star in particular seemed to shine the same color as her magic, and a wistful smile slowly spread across Starlight's face. "One thing my mother and I would do every night when it got close to Hearth's Warming was to go outside, and make a wish on a star. And when she disappeared, that star always seemed to shine the brighter than the others. Once it got close to Hearth's Warming, it shined the most." Starlight pointed to the star for emphasis. "Whenever it shines, I always feel like my mother's right next to me. Even if she isn't physically with me."
"I can kinda relate to that." Shadow said with a comforting smile as he wrapped one of his angelic wings around Starlight for support. The stray snowflakes falling from the sky blending in with his wing's feathers. "When Ice ran away from home after the storm that tore up our house, me and my brother wanted to keep his room around. Mom and Dad agreed because we all had a feeling deep inside ourselves that he'd always come back to us someday. If he couldn't be right there with us, then we'd at least have him be with us in spirit."
"I guess it's no wonder why I fell for you so hard." Starlight smiled as she nuzzled against Shadow's wing. "Compassionate, sweet, and cute too. I guess it also helps you know what it's like for a loved one to leave your life, but always feel them with you."
"Gee, thanks." Shadow chuckled shyly. "Soooo, wanna grab some hot chocolate?"
"Your wing's doing a good job of keeping me warm, but I wouldn't mind a little something extra to warm me up." Starlight giggled before kissing Shadow's cheek! "You know, I can't wait to receive a gift from a god for Hearth's Warming."
"Y-Yeah!" Shadow stammered as his face flushed red. However, at Starlight's mention of a "gift", Shadow began to inwardly panic! 'Oh man, what am I gonna do?! I've never bought a gift for a girlfriend before! Let alone a Hearth's Warming present for a girlfriend! I was the last one of the guys to get a relationship! I gotta ask them all what to do when shopping for a present!'
Thus, Shadow Thunder began his mad dash to compile gift-getting advice the very next day. But as Shadow scoured his friends for information, they all gave him the same response: Give a gift that comes from the heart. As long as you put thought into it for the person you were buying it for, then it would be the perfect present. Shadow let out a frustrated sigh as he took note of the setting sun.
"Man, I've been at this for a whole day and I've got no solid gift idea." Shadow groaned as he hovered in the sky. On the edge of admitting defeat, Shadow looked up to the heavens. And as soon as his eyes landed upon the star that Starlight felt so comforted by, that's when it hit him. In that instant Shadow knew the perfect gift to get Starlight. When he spotted the moon slowly rising up from the horizon, Shadow made a beeline for the royal castle! Flying at his top speed, the Avatar of Compassion reached the iconic royal balcony in a matter of seconds! Needless to say, Princess Luna was surprised at the sudden company. "Princess Luna!"
"Yes, Shadow Thunder?" Luna asked as she composed herself. "To what do I owe the pleasure of your visit?"
"Hearth's Warming is coming up soon, and I'm looking to get my girlfriend a present." Shadow replied as he hovered before the lunar princess. "And I just got the perfect gift idea for her!"
"Ah, yes. Starlight Glimmer." Luna smiled. "So, might I ask what sort of gift you have in mind for your beloved?"
"You see that star up there?" Shadow pointed to the star that Starlight had singled out on their outing yesterday. "I was wondering if you could give some sort of certificate that makes it Starlight's personal star. She always said that star made her feel like her mom was always with her. I just want to make sure she has something to help make that special feeling more tangible. I think it's a better choice than my first idea. I was going to ask you if you could actually bring that star down here so I could box it for her! Hah! Can you imagine?"
"I can do that for you." Luna replied casually.
". . . Come again?" Shadow asked dumbfounded.
"I am the princess of the moon and stars." Luna smiled. "I can move a celestial body, so bringing down a star is a simple feat for me to perform. If you and your friends were to learn celestial magic, you would be able to perform similar feats as well. But then again, raising the sun and moon is no fun if everyone can do it, now is it?"
"Really?!" Shadow asked in amazement! "You'd really bring down that star so I could give it to Starlight as a present? Thank you!"
"It's a service I'll only perform for those my sister acknowledges as friends." Luna replied. "Now, let me work my magic." Luna raised her hands, and focused on the star that Shadow had scoped out. Closing her eyes, the lunar princess beckoned the star to come to their level. And sure enough, the star obeyed as it descended from the sky above down to Luna's waiting hands.
"Hmm." Luna said as she felt the star around with her magic before handing it over to Shadow. "This star truly is special. I can see why Starlight would feel a sense of comfort from it. You've truly picked out a wonderful gift for Starlight Glimmer, Shadow."
"Yeah." Shadow nodded happily. "I can't wait to see her face when she opens it on Hearth's Warming Day!"
"Farewell!" Luna said as she waved goodbye to Shadow. However, once he was out of sight, Luna frowned. "To think that Blitz Surge hasn't once asked what I might like for a present. He claims to be my lover, and yet we haven't done anything close. . . " The lunar princess gazed sadly at the almost complete Lancer headquarters. "It's said that distance makes the heart grow fonder, so why is it that Blitz seems to not care about me at all the rare instances we see each other?"
"Hitting a snag in your relationship?" Nightmare Moon asked. Surprising Luna as the dream princess had come seemingly out of nowhere!
"I. . . actually, I don't know." Luna sighed. "Blitz Surge claims to be doing all he does for the sake of justice, and that he loves me. But after all the reckless actions he's done, how he's acted toward the bearers of harmony and the elements of heroism, and using his position as my champion to shield himself from warranted retaliation? I really don't think I can consider him very heroic."
"Something tells me that's only half the problem." Nightmare Moon said as she folded her arms, and tilted her head slightly. "Care to fill me in on what that other half is?"
"The other key issue is that whenever I suggest spending time together or going on an outing, Blitz Surge always turns it down." Luna said sadly  before looking at Nightmare Moon with pleading eyes. "Tell me, when you and Burst Stream were dating, did he ever have to refuse to spend time with you to focus on his duties as leader of the Elements of Heroism? Did he ever brush you off or push you away to leave himself to his cause?"
"No." Nightmare Moon shook her head. "Not once, not even for an instant. It probably helps that he had plenty of teammates to take up patrol shifts, but there was definitely more to it than that. Burst made a balance between his work and life, and he was more than willing to tip the balance in my favor if it was reasonable. We haven't had any grand outings, but the dates we've went on always left me satisfied because I knew he took the time to put thought into them. No matter how brief. I guess Celestia could say the same since they were also a couple once."
"I see why sister was so hesitant to pursue a relationship now." Luna sulked a little. "She was wary of those that would try to use her for their own gain." She then clenched her fist. "And now? It looks like one of those fiends wormed their way into my heart."
"True. You did let him in. But," Nightmare Moon smirked. "That means you're also the one that can kick him out." 'I have a feeling Blitz's Heart's Warming present is gonna be a lot worse than coal. . . '
"It's not like he really needs me any more." Luna shrugged before smiling. "If he thinks he's such a big hero, then he should learn to fight for himself instead of using his title and connection to me as a shield. He can consider himself cut-off as soon as Hearth's Warming rolls around."
"If we're lucky, maybe Celestia will cut-off Blueblood on the same day." Nightmare Moon giggled. "That'd be a Hearth's Warming present for the whole kingdom. Well, I better get going. The dreams of our citizens aren't going to monitor themselves."
"Wait!" Luna pleaded! "Th. . . thank you. It was nice talking to you, Moon."
"Geez, no need to act like you're on thin ice." Nightmare Moon said dismissively. "We've been on good terms since the whole Tantabus deal. Plus, your sister and I are cool too."
"It is nice being awake during the day now. . . " Luna murmured to herself. "Well, goodnight!"
"Same to you, Luna." Nightmare Moon smiled. "Maybe I'll craft you the man of your dreams tonight."
"I'm able to craft my own fantasies, thank you very much." Luna pouted playfully before teleporting off to her bed!
"Speaking of Hearth's Warming. . . " Nightmare Moon thought out loud as she made her way to Burst Stream's room in the castle. "I think I know the perfect present for my precious light." Smiling, she lay down beside her lover and drifted off to sleep. 'You're already back in my life, Burst Stream. That's present enough for me. Still, I know you'll get me something anyway. And I wouldn't have it any other way.' At the same time, Celestia was also busy working on her own present for Burst Stream.
Each day before Hearth's Warming seemed to pass at a snail's pace as everyone planned and prepared with great anticipation. Be it any final touches on their decorations, or wrapping up any last-minute gifts they'd purchased, everyone was eagerly awaiting the big day. Both teams of elements were eager to be opening presents at Twilight's castle. Shadow Thunder in particular was more anxious than anyone else as he stared contemplatively at the box he'd used to store Starlight's present.
'Starlight always said she felt lonely around this time of year and that this star is what helped her feel less alone.' Shadow thought with a nervous expression on his face. 'It was something she always could look up at, and now I've had it brought down to earth. Is she going to love that she can hold it close to her, or is she going to hate the fact it's no longer up in the heavens? Well, time will tell. After all. . . ' Shadow looked at the calendar up in his room. 'The big day's tomorrow. . . ' And so, the Avatar of Compassion crawled into his bed. Hoping that Starlight's reaction to his gift tomorrow would be positive.
Sure enough, the rays of morning's light slipped through the blinds of Shadow's window. Letting out a yawn, the Avatar of Compassion stretched as he rose from his bed and slipped on his usual outfit before grabbing Starlight's present and headed towards Twilight's castle. Once the entire group of friends had gathered, everyone began to exchange the gifts they'd intended to give. Shadow's heart racing with each step he took towards Starlight!
"H-Happy Hearth's Warming Starlight." Shadow stuttered as he held out his gift to Starlight. "I spent a lot of time thinking about what to get you to make you feel less alone. I, uh, hope you like it!"
"Honestly, you going out of your way to try and make me feel wanted was more than enough." Starlight answered with a smile. "I don't think anything can top-" Starlight froze as she opened the box to find the very same star that had given her comfort since her mother's disappearance. "Shadow. . . this is-"
"Is it not good?!" Shadow panicked as he clutched his head in stress! "Agh! I knew asking Princess Luna to literally take it out of the sky was stupid! You're probably mad that you'll never get to see it up in the sky again and-"
"Thank you Shadow." Starlight sobbed as she threw herself at her boyfriend! Tears of joy flowing from her eyes as she looked up at Shadow. "One thing I always wished was that I could take this star from the sky and keep it with me. Now, thanks to you, I can."
"I'm glad you love it." Shadow blushed as he looked into Starlight's eyes. "So, uh, what'd you get me."
". . . Hold still." Starlight declared as she planted a deep kiss on Shadow's face! The Avatar of Compassion speechless as Starlight parted her lips from his! A loving smile on her face. "Happy Hearth's Warming Shadow."
"Eh heh heh!" Shadow chuckled as a joyful smile spread across his face upon receiving his present. "Thanks Starlight."
Meanwhile, in Castalot Castle, Luna was locking gazes with Blitz Surge. Today, the leader of the Lancers would be getting the gift he so righteously deserved handed to him by a princess.
"Blitz Surge, there's something I can no longer overlook." Luna stated firmly. Her voice as unwavering as her gaze. "From the beginning of our relationship, you have done nothing to show any affection towards me. I understand that there is dedication to one's duties, but that is no excuse to show me any attention or affection! The Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism have shown it's possible to maintain duties and relationships without much issue."
"If they are able to waste time like that, then they don't have nearly enough dedication to justice." Blitz Surge frowned. "They could never keep the constant vigil that I maintain. I thought my dedication and resolve were what you found attractive about me dear Luna."
"Clearly your dedication is not solely devoted to the right place." Luna sighed. "It's been made clear that we don't fit well together, and that you aren't willing to reciprocate my affections. Relationships require both parties to work, and you've done nothing. And so, I cannot put myself through this any longer. Things are over between us Blitz Surge. Both as lovers, and as my champion."
". . . It appears you saved me the trouble of initiating this separation." Blitz replied with a completely straight face in contrast to Luna's shocked expression! "I could never truly love you Luna. Not while you refuse to face penance for your past sins and let their embodiment roam freely across the land."
"I'm not the one who has something wrong with them." Luna shot back with a glare. "I was wrong to be so hateful towards Nightmare Moon because she did what I couldn't do at the time. She forgave herself. Something that I've now done, and now my past mistakes hold no power over me. No one will ever forget them, but that means we can all learn from them so the same mistake isn't made again."
"If our business is concluded, then I no longer have any business here." Blitz scoffed as he turned to leave. "Perhaps it's for the best I did not waste bits on purchasing a pointless gift for you. . . "
As Luna watched Blitz leave, something within her shifted. Like a weight upon her entire being had been lifted, and chains that had once bound her were broken. There was no heartache as she saw Blitz Surge leave her line of sight, only a feeling of liberation. Indeed, Princess Luna had received a truly great gift. Freedom. And the relieved expression on her face spoke volumes.
Back at the castle, Nightmare Moon was approaching Burst Stream with her gift to him in her hands. An anxious smile on her normally flirty or cool-mannered face as she approached her beloved. All the other couples had given their gifts to their respective significant others. Or in Dark Ice's case, he'd ripped open the package sent to him by Indigo Zap all the way from the Crystal Empire. Seeing the significant others around her exchanging gifts gave Nightmare Moon a warm feeling inside as she placed her gift to Burst over her heart.
"Happy Hearth's Warming Burst Stream." Moon said with a blush as she held out her gift. "This is the first time I've ever given a gift, and I had to put some thought into getting it ready. I made it myself for you and. . . I hope you love it."
"You took the time to think of something to get for me. That already makes it a good gift." Burst smiled lovingly as he accepted the gift and opened it up without hesitation. His eyes brightened as he removed the contents of the box! "Oh man! A new spell magazine! You made this yourself just for me?"
"Well, I know you can handle most fights you're in with no problem." Nightmare Moon smiled lovlingly. "But sometimes, I can't help but want to join you in your battles. To show any foe that dares to menace us that we are powerful on our own, but strong together. Heh. It would've been so easy to do that if I weren't a princess right now, but I don't regret the dream I'd been working towards coming true. Not one bit. So, if I can't be with you in battle, I can at least give you a little something to make it feel like I'm there. That spell magazine I crafted for you can fire stunning shots at enemies. Either to give you a chance to maneuver and escape, or capitalize on doing some damage."
"I guess you could say a spell magazine like this is an enemy's worst nightmare." Burst joked.
"I'm pretty sure that'd be you giving them the business end of your lightsaber." Nightmare Moon giggled. "So what've you got for me?"
"Well, it's a bit simple, but I think you'll like it." Burst smiled as he pulled out a small box. "Happy Hearth's Warming Moon."
"Funny. I've already got a wonderful gift." Nightmare Moon giggled. "But I guess you're the gift that keeps on giving." Moon immediately opened up Burst's gift to her, and her eyes went wide with amazement! Inside was a silver necklace. Its main ornament was a crescent moon with a dragon resting upon the crescent's inner curve. "I. . . I don't know what to say. So I'll just act." And she pulled Burst into a deep kiss. As they separated, the two of them smiled as they saw the other couples exchanging gifts.
Ace, Fang, and Venus had given microphones for the Dazzlings. In return, Sonata gave Ace a new scarf, Aria gave Fang a new set of headphones, and Adagio gave Venus a set of. . . "special" pictures of herself that made the Element of Spirit blush like crazy as he hastily stashed the photos away. North had bought a new jacket for Applejack, and the Element of Honesty in return gave the Element of Nobility a picture of him and the Apple family together. To Applejack's shock, North teared up a lot and threw himself into embracing her. The farmgirl happily reciprocated the gesture with a loving smile. Dark Ice had sent a scarf in his weapon's color scheme to Indigo Zap earlier in the month due to their long-distance relationship, and he'd received her gift to him in the mail a few days before Hearth's Warming. The Element of Courage smiled when he'd unwrapped the snowglobe of the Crystal Empire that his girlfriend had sent to him.
At the same time, the youngest couple of Spike and Sweetie Belle were exchanging their gifts as well. Spike had gotten Sweetie Belle a necklace with a heart-shaped ruby gem, and Sweetie Belle had gotten the young dragon a rock candy assortment due to them resembling gems. Meanwhile, in Castalot, Narico gave his present to Abyss. A set of twin necklaces that mentally and emotionally linked the two of them. Back at Twilight's castle, the princess of friendship had received a tablet that Nightfall Silver had made for her. Nightfall, in return, had received a LEGO set from Twilight. To his great joy, it was a set that contained numerous robot builds for him to create. The Element of Heart was so overjoyed by his new gift that he dragged Twilight to his lab in the castle so they could build together. Another couple, Steel Edge and Rainbow Dash, had also exchanged their gifts. Steel gave Rainbow Dash a custom trophy he'd had commissioned for her with the title of No. 1 girlfriend on it and Rainbow Dash had gotten Steel some armor polish. Pinkie Pie and Akage were also exhanging their gifts for each other, a set of cookbooks and a box set of TMNT episodes respectively received from both parties. With the most adorable couple, Fluttershy and Tyrannus, they had exchanged a stuffed animal and a dinosaur onesie. Then there was the soon-to-be-married couple of Inferno and Rarity. The god and goddess pair had given each other a designer sketchbook and a guitar case with a black dragon it.
Seeing all the happy couples exchanging gifts, Celestia grew a bit nervous as she stared down at the wrapped present in her hands. The princess of the sun spared a breif glance towards Burst Stream and Nightmare Moon together before making her way over to the couple. Driving her worries out of her mind, Celestia put on her practiced smile and held out Burst's gift.
"I guess you could say this is your second gift from a goddess." Celestia said as she handed the gift over to Burst. "I made it myself. It's something that I thought you looked incomplete without."
"Really?" Burst asked as he ripped apart the wrapping and opened up the box. And his eyes went wide when he saw an almost exact copy of his signature white coat! "Celestia, it's beautiful. When did you-?"
"I started making it after I saw your old coat was destroyed after your fight with Edge." Celestia answered with a slight blush on her face. "I know how special that coat was to you, and how much it's an iconic part of your outfit. I didn't know what hope there was of restoring your old one, so I decided to make you a new one. I didn't try to alter the design too much with the exception of slots for your wings to slip through and an enhancement or two. I hope I did a good job."
"Celestia. It's perfect." Burst said as he removed the coat from the box and slipped it on. A warm feeling surrounded his entire being as soon as he put on the coat. "You know, it kinda feels like you're hugging me. So what kinds of enhancements did you add?"
"I greatly increased the durability, and made it so that it adjusts to temperatue. No need to worry about getting too cold or hot." Celestia answered with a smile.
"Gee, now I feel kinda bad." Burst frowned. "I didn't even get you anything."
"Well, how about this as a gift for me?" Celestia suggested nervously. "One time. . . I can call on you to rescue me. Does that sound fair?"
"Y-Yeah." Burst blushed a little upon agreeing. "I'll come running the minute you call me."
"I know you will." Celestia smiled. "It's been lovely spending time here, but I need to head back home so Luna and I can celebrate. Happy Hearth's Warming to all of you." And with that, the solar princess teleported away in a pillar of light.
Burst and Moon had split up to catch up with their friends. Burst going over to Shadow who was still rooted in place after receiving a kiss from Starlight Glimmer as his present.
"So. You got a pretty sweet gift from your girl too, huh?" Burst asked with a knowing smile as he caught sight of the seemingly unremovable smile plastered on his face.
"Uh huh." Shadow nodded dumbly. "Best gift I've ever gotten."
"Yeah." Burst nodded with a fond smile as he gripped the spell magazine Nightmare Moon had made for him and brushed his hand against the coat Celestia had given him. "Same here buddy."
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		Episode 13: Flutter's Brother



"Ty? Are you alright?" Fluttershy asked as she looked up at her boyfriend after he landed on one of the many clouds that comprised the aerial city of Cloudsdale. "You've been tense since the flight here. I could feel how contracted your muscles were all the way here. Is something wrong?"
"Fluttershy. You're bringing me home with you." Tyrannus Rex stated. A few beads of sweat dripping from the Avatar of Tolerance's face. "Your old home with your parents."
"Yes." Fluttershy nodded with a kind smile. "I know they'll be a bit startled by how big you are, but you're just a big teddy bear at your core, Ty. Besides, I'd already planned on visiting them."
"Fluttershy." Tyrannus gulped. "You're taking me home to meet your parents. That's a pretty big move in our relationship. So, yeah, I'm pretty nervous. But some little voice inside me can't help but say everything's going to be fine. It sounds a lot like you."
"Oh, you're such a big sweetie!" Fluttershy cooed as she nuzzled against Tyrannus. "I know my parents will love you."
"Well, there's that." Ty nodded. "But. . . why are Steel and Rainbow here with us?" Ty gestured over to the avatars of loyalty and honor who had joined the couple.
"I was Fluttershy's friend ever since I stuck up for her when we were kids." Rainbow Dash smirked. "No way I'm missing out on seeing show off her boyfriend to her parents!"
"I'm here because Rainbow wanted to show me around her hometown." Steel smiled. "Plus, I wanna meet the three punks who thought my girlfriend was less awesome than she really is. I won't give them the edge of my blade, but I'm highly tempted to give them an up-close look at my shield."
"Aw, always so willing to defend my honor." Rainbow Dash giggled. "But I ain't a damsel in distress, Steel."
"Why do you think I fell in love with you?" Steel smirked. "Being a battle couple means we get to fight together."
"Wasn't this supposed to be me and Fluttershy's moment?" Ty asked. 
"Don't worry about them, Ty." Fluttershy answered as she grabbed Ty by the hand and led him towards her old home. "Like you said, this is our moment. We should only be concerned with each other."
"Right." Ty smiled as he followed Fluttershy inside her old home. "Hello Mr. and Mrs. Shy. It's a pleasure to meet you."
"So this is the boyfriend who's set our little butterfly's heart a flutter." Mrs. Shy greeted with a warm smile. "It's nice to meet you too, Ty. We've heard a lot about your exploits from Fluttershy in her letters and calls to us."
"I suppose it's only natural that a gentle giant fell for our little angel." Mr. Shy stated as he gestured for the pair to take a seat. "One could say that our daughter's got the protection of a god now."
"You're both too kind and misdirected with your praise." Tyrannus chuckled. "Fluttershy's the loveliest woman I've ever known. She's a real beauty inside and out. Even before I ascended, I would have endured the force of an entire army just to keep her safe. She's shown me some of the greatest kindness I've ever known. The real question isn't how I fell for her, it's how could I not?"
"Big words from our team's big guy." Steel joked as he and Rainbow Dash entered the house. However, the conversation was interrupted by a chorus of stomach growls from the Shys' visitors. "Um, you wouldn't mind us making use of your kitchen, would you?"
"No need to worry, dear." Mrs. Shy answered. "We were expecting Fluttershy to bring some company, so we made enough food for a couple extra mouths."
"Although. . . " Mr. Shy nervously looked at Tyrannus. "Maybe we should have made a bit extra."
"Avatars don't need to eat to live, but we sure as heck enjoy it." Tyrannus chuckled. "Besides, Angel's the one who's got a monstrous appetite." The group shared a laugh, but their pleasant chat was cut short by the door bursting open! Tyrannus was so surprised by the sudden interruption that he almost summoned his evolved Duelist Arm! That is, until the "intruder" made his intentions clear.
"Whassup, family?!" Zephyr Breeze loudly announced his presence after busting open the door!
"Oh, goodness. . . " Fluttershy sighed as she caught sight of her brother waltzing into the house.
"So what's the relation between you two?" Tyrannus asked as he looked between the new arrival and Fluttershy.
"Ty, this is Zephyr Breeze." Fluttershy answered. "My younger brother. He's also a compulsive quitter."
"Hey, don't be like that sis." Zephyr objected to Fluttershy's accurate summary of himself. "My last venture just didn't fly, so I decided to head back home to roost for a while. Y'know, get back on my feet?"
"And each time you say it'll be the last." Fluttershy frowned. "Zephyr, you're never going to get good at anything if you just keep ditching when things get a bit complicated."
"Now it's easy to see why you're the little brother." Tyrannus chimed in. "You certainly act like it."
"Wow! Flutters, you never told me that you got together with one of the Elements of Heroism!" Zephyr grinned. "Hey, you don't think you could get me a spot on the team, do ya? I know the ladies would love to see me in action."
"You want to join to boost your chances of getting a date?" Tyrannus asked with a raised eyebrow. "It's sad that you think so little of yourself."
"But. . . I . . . wha-?" Zephyr couldn't tell whether Tyrannus was insulting him or pitying him. However, the sight of Rainbow Dash made the younger of the Shy siblings recover. "Well hello, Dashie! It's been a while since I've seen your beauty around here! And I must say, you certainly look divine!"
"Comes with being a goddess." Rainbow Dash replied with a groan. She'd been on the receiving end of Zephyr's unwanted affections for some time now, and it never ceased to annoy her that he couldn't get the message that she wasn't interested. 'I changed my mind Steel. Please defend me from this idiot!' "Shouldn't you be treating me with a bit more respect?"
"Oh, but of course!" Zephyr winked. "I'd gladly worship every last inch of y-"
"Babe?" Steel called out as he returned with some food for himself and Rainbow Dash. His eyes narrowing at Zephyr Breeze attempting to court his girlfriend. It was obvious that Zephyr was failing by the annoyed look on Rainbow Dash's face, but what really irked Steel was the fact Zephyr was hitting on a woman who was already spoken for. Namely by him. "Who's the scruffy looking slacker?"
"Oh, hey Steel." Rainbow Dash smiled as she practically jumped from her seat and onto Steel's side. Wrapping her arms around him lovingly, and starring back at Zephyr with a smirk. "Zephyr, this is Steel Edge. Former captain of the Elite Guard, member of the Elements of Heroism, the Avatar and Element of Honor, and. My. Boyfriend." Rainbow Dash made sure to emphasize the word "boyfriend" as much as possible. Withing seconds of the declaration, Zephyr Breeze fell to his knees in defeat with a horrified look on his face.
"I have to say, he deserved that. But I didn't think it would be that satisfying." Fluttershy whispered to Ty with a barely visible smirk on her face. "Zephyr's been wasting years of advances, and never seemed to accept the fact Rainbow Dash wasn't interested."
"I think she broke him." Tyrannus added as he saw Zephyr curling up in a nearby corner. "Want me to snap him out of it?"
"No." Fluttershy shook her head. "Zephyr?"
"I fail at everything. . . " Zephyr despaired as he lay curled up in the corner to sulk in.
"Now, now. That's not true." Fluttershy said with a comforting smile. "Remember when we were little and you'd always help me with my hair? In fact, a lot of girls came to you for hair advice."
"Y-Yeah." Zephyr smiled weakly. "Guess that's how I made myself think I was a real ladies' man."
"Well, they did like how skilled you were with hair, and you still are." Fluttershy added. "I think you could even make professional use of it."
"You sure, sis?" Zephyr asked cautiously. "I mean, everything else I've ever tried at, I've just called it quits."
"I know you'll be able to because this time, you'll be doing it all on your own." Fluttershy stated with her trademark smile. "There's no shame in asking for help in others, but you've been a bit too reliant on it."
"Wow. That actually makes a lot of sense and explains why I never really gave anything my all. I always felt like I could just fall back to our parents or you." Zephyr said with an ashamed look on his face. "Aw man! I've been a filthy moocher for the past few years of my life!"
"So shall we help you look up some cosmetology schools?" Mrs. Shy asked.
"Well, I'd. . . nah." Zephyr shook his head. A small, but determined smile on his face. "I can do it on my own." And with that, Zephyr Breeze marched right up to the house's computer and started planning out his future career.
"You know, it's kind of a shame that I lied to Zephyr." Fluttershy sighed.
"About what?" Tyrannus asked.
"That I said I wouldn't help him out any more." Fluttershy smiled. "Because I just gave him the biggest assist of his life just a few moments ago." Fluttershy then let out an adorable yawn. "Well, today was fun, but dealing with my brother can be tiring. I think I'll just head home for the day and curl up with my favorite stuffed dinosaur."
"Huh?" Tyrannus was confused. "But you don't own any dinosaur stuffed animals."
"Oh, Ty." Fluttershy giggled. "Why do you think I got you that onesie?"
"Fluttershy. . . " Ty blushed.
"Then again. . . " Fluttershy slightly lidded her eyes and smirked at Ty. "You are much warmer when you're shirtless." Instantly, Ty feel to the ground with his face flushed red. "Oh, dear. Maybe I went a bit too far with that seduction attempt? Rainbow Dash? I don't suppose you or Steel could-"
"I gotcha Fluttershy." Steel said as he propped up Ty. "I'll get the big guy's butt in bed so he'll be ready for you when you get home."
"Wow, Flutters." Rainbow Dash said with a dumbfounded look on her face. "Since when did you know how to be a major flirt?"
"Well, I asked Adagio for some advice about how to move our relationship to the next level." Fluttershy blushed a little as she remembered her little advice session with the eldest siren sister. "Whether or not it worked, I'll know soon enough. But either way, I still get to snuggle up against my gentle giant. And I managed to get Zephyr to stop pursuing you and into getting a life of his own. So overall, I'd say this day turned out perfect. Now if you'll excuse me, I have copious amounts of snuggles waiting for me back home."
And with that Fluttershy left for home and sighed happily as she laid next to the still unconscious Tyrannus.
'Now all I have to do is wonder when our wedding day will be' Fluttershy smiled as she drifted off to sleep.
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		Episode 14: Restaurant Row Revolt



Rarity and Pinkie Pie couldn't contain their excitement as they teleported into Castalot's famous Restaurant Row. Rarity was enthusiastic because she always enjoyed any trips or visits she could make to Castalot, and Pinkie because she had a chance to try a bunch of new foods. The goddesses of generosity and laughter knew they had a friendship mission to accomplish, but neither of them saw why the couldn't also have a bit of fun along the way. Fun they decided to share with their boyfriends by also making their mission a double date.
"Well, there'll be no shortage of places to eat. That's for certain." Rarity said as she latched onto Inferno's arm. "Although, I assumed there would be much more foot traffic around such a popular tourist attraction."
"Maybe everyone's inside the restaurants and eating." Pinkie Pie said as she helped Akage dust off the stray confetti and streamers that materialized after she had teleported the two of them. The goddess of laughter shaking Akage like a salt shaker to get the confetti out of him before setting him down. "Oh! Maybe I could have Akage do some recon and add us to the reservation lists!"
"I don't think that'll be necessary, Pinkie." Akage said shakily as he rode out the vibrations of Pinkie's shaking. "Caught a few glimpses through the windows, and every place is empty except for the staff. It's off-putting, you wouldn't expect one of the city's most popular tourism locations to be so barren. Especially since this place is one gigantic dining area. A place like this should be filled with chatter and foot traffic."
"Akage's got some solid points." Inferno chimed in as he scanned his surroundings. Things were indeed far too quiet. That is, until everyone's stomachs started to grumble. "I don't know about the rest of you guys, but thinking on an empty stomach gets me nowhere."
"Well, perhaps a meal at one of the establishments here should alleviate any concerns we may have." Rarity argued with a confident smile. "After all, this could just be the doing of a slow business day." Rarity then whipped out the brochure that detailed all of the places to dine at in Restaurant Row. "The rating system by esteemed critic Zesty Gourmand singles out the best places to dine at."
The two couples made their way to one of the highly-rated restaurants listed in the brochure. Each of them were hoping for a meal that would knock their socks off! However, when their food arrived, all that stared back at them was a gigantic plate of disappointment.
"Is this. . . food?" Inferno asked as he poked at the dish he'd ordered with his fork and dissected it with his eyes. "How is something this tiny supposed to be a main dish? Then again, I've never been inside many trendy restaurants in my life. But if this is what they qualify as a meal, maybe that's for the best."
"Don't knock it until you've tried it darling." Rarity said with an encouraging smile. "It's as the saying goes: Big things come in small packages. While our portions might be minuscule, it's likely they have much flavor packed within-"
"Blegh!" Pinkie Pie hollered as she spat out her food! "This stuff taste's yucky! Heck, I can barely taste anything at all! This is worse than a school lunch!"
At Pinkie's volatile reaction to the food, Akage promptly shoved his plate away from himself and glared down at the "food" atop it. He'd only taken a nibble, but Pinkie's reaction confirmed his suspicions. Something was indeed cooking in Restaurant Row, and it was far from delicious.
"Maybe we should try our luck elsewhere." Akage suggested as he helped Pinkie Pie wipe her tongue clean of any traces of the malevolent meal she'd taken a bite out of. His weapon of choice: a toothbrush. "I'd rather we all not get food poisoning. Hmm. Perhaps I should've taken the first bite to spare the rest of you any suffering."
"No way Akage!" Pinkie Pie pouted as she protectively pulled Akage close to her chest! "No way I'm risking you dying by eating yucky stuff like this! I'm immortal, so I can take it!"
"But I hate seeing you unhappy." Akage countered despite his speech being muffled.
"Well, you won't get any arguments from me." Inferno agreed. "I say we bail. What about you babe?"
"I'm inclined to agree as well." Rarity shivered after taking a bite of her food. "Perhaps there's another dining venue with more favorable options."
Oh how wrong she was. Every one of the highly-rated restaurants the group went to had the exact same outcome as the first one they'd tried. The food was pitifully small, and tasted awful. Then again, they were lucky if it had any taste at all as most of it was essentially flavorless. It wasn't long before the entire group was clutching their growling stomachs.
"Restaurants everywhere, and not a single good place to eat." Inferno grumbled. "And is it me, or did all of the food seem really cookie cutter?"
"I think the critic who rated the restaurants doesn't have any good taste." Akage groaned. "I wouldn't eat that trash if my life depended on it." 
"Tell me about it." Pinkie Pie moped. However, the avatar of laughter perked up when her nose caught a whiff of something wonderful. "Hey, I think I smell something good!"
"You're right Pinkie." Akage gave a sniff, and soon picked up on what had grabbed Pinkie Pie by her nostrils. "I think I can smell something actually good!"
Urged on by both hunger and curiosity, the group followed the savory scent's trail to a humble restaurant called Tasty Treat.  It was maintained by a father-daughter duo named Coriander and Saffron. When the group inquired the duo about their restaurant, the father-daughter pair sighed and explained how Zesty Gourmand's rating system essentially forced every restaurant to make food that fit the critic's tastes over a meal they prepared for their only patrons. Anyone who didn't conform was given a low rating, or wasn't rated at all. As they listened to how Restaurant Row was essentially held hostage, the element members were also amazed with how delicious the food they were served was!
"You honor us with such praise." Saffron said with a sheepish smile. "But, unfortunately, it's not likely Ms. Gourmand would ever give us a high rating."
"Well, I say your cooking is deserving of praise." Rarity said proudly. "You have the testimony of members of the Elements of Harmony, two of the Elements of Heroism, and three of us present are avatars. If we get the message out that we enjoy eating here, I'm certain we'll drive some business-"
"No." Akage said sternly. A cold look in his eyes. "That's not enough. We have much more to do than that."
"Um, Akage?" Pinkie asked nervously as she could feel a hostile aura enveloping Akage thanks to her Pinkie Sense. "What do you mean by that?"
"The old hag that's got a choke-hold on Restaurant Row needs to be put in her place." Akage answered. "Food is meant to be enjoyed by people, and Zesty Gourmand's gone and ruined a place meant for people to do just that."
"So. . . what do you recommend we do?" Saffron asked.
"Oh, you can still carry on with Rarity's idea. In fact, it'll give me just the opportunity to enact my own little scheme." Akage said with a smile that seemed to drip mischievous intent. "Let's just say, I'll be spicing up Zesty's life. The rest of you carry on with your plan. Me? I have. . . preparations to make."
So while Pinkie and Rarity went to spread word of Tasty Treat, Akage was busy at work making preparations for the retribution he swore to bring upon Zesty Gourmand. Evening soon arrived, and Tasty Treat was packed with patrons. Much to the delight of Saffron and Coriander, everyone was greatly enjoying the food they'd prepared. Coriander was quite stubborn against the plan initially, but he happily admitted to himself that he was wrong. Unfortunately, the pleasant chatter came to a screeching halt the second Zesty Gourmand entered the restaurant.
The second the "critic" sampled some of Saffron and Coriander's cooking, she spat it out with disgust and instantly called it garbage! She even went so far as to say that Restaurant Row was a mound of garbage without her system!
"You know what? You're not a critic!" Pinkie Pie pouted. "You're just a big bully who wants things to work for her no matter how unhappy everyone else is! No wonder all the chefs looked so sad preparing all those gross excuses for food! Well, I say you've got no taste!" And with that, Pinkie's defiance became a rallying cry for all of Restaurant Row! All the chefs who had been forced to adhere to Zesty's bland, tasteless standards hollered out their defiance!
"You. . . you're all down to a zero rating!" Zesty shrieked as Restaurant Row revolted against her! "I'll see to it that-MMMPH?!"
Before Zesty could continue with her petty threats, Akage dropped down from the ceiling and shoved a spoonful of something into the conniving critic's mouth! Once Zesty had registered what had happened, she glared at Akage before spitting out most of whatever he'd forced on her!
"How dare you!" Zesty fumed as she stared down the ninja! "I have no idea what you just tried to poison my palate with, but it won't work! I've expelled it before I swallowed!"
"You misunderstand." Akage grinned. "All it needed to do was touch your tongue."
"What on earth are talking abou-. . . Hah. . .. hah!" Zesty began to sweat profusely as her entire face heated up! "HOOOOT! HOOOOOT!"
"That was a spoonful of all the spiciest items I could find available here on Restaurant Row." Akage said proudly as he crossed his arms. "There were plenty of people who wanted to strike back against you for forcing them to bend to your 'standards.' And I use that term loosely. By now it feels like your mouth and throat are on fire."
Zesty, in a panic, downed the nearest pitcher of water in an effort to put out the fire in her mouth! But instead, it only made the burning sensation worse! Akage shook his head.
"Uh-uh." Akage wagged his finger. "That's not what you need." He then pulled out a bottle of milk from behind his back. "A cool glass of milk is the real way to extinguish the flames in your mouth. You want that fire put out? I have some demands. One: You'll get rid of that stupid rating system. And two: You'll never again trouble Restaurant Row. Or I'll subject you to an even worse concoction. We clear?"
Zesty frantically nodded, and Akage tossed her the bottle of milk! The critic hastily chugged the milk down, and got out of Restaurant Row before any more of her former victims could get their payback on her!
"Wow!" Pinkie cheered in amazement! "You definitely spiced up her night Akage!"
"Ever since I saw you get so disgusted with that lame excuse for food and how miserable the cooks were, I made it my mission to get back at whoever was responsible for such misery." Akage smiled as he put his arm around Pinkie Pie. "I'll never forgive anyone who takes away your smile, even if it's for a brief instant."
"Aw~!" Pinkie cooed as she pulled Akage into a deep kiss! "Leave it to a ninja boyfriend to get even for my sake!"
"Oh, I wouldn't say that." Akage smirked mischievously. "I thought Ms. Gourmand was full of crap, so I slipped a little something into her milk to help get it out of her system. My only regret is that I won't be able to see the look on her face."
"Oh, Akage~" Pinkie Pie said with a sultry giggle. "Just for that, I'm only wearing the apron to bed tonight." And Akage's face was immediately as red as his hair!
'Well, she's pulled me into marshmallow heaven plenty of times already.' Akage thought. 'This time's just going to be a bit sweeter.'
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		Episode 15: Justice Reigns



Within their headquarters, the Lancers sat about grumbling to themselves. Many times they'd been shown-up by the Elements of Heroism, the taste of defeat left them quite bitter. Garble was more bored than angered, and he made his current status vocal.
"Uuugh. This blows!" Garble groaned as he slumped down in the chair he'd been sitting in. A bowl of gems sitting lazily on his belly. "First Blitz Surge rounds us all up to become his crew, and then he has us do nothing after we get our butts handed to us?"
"Are you doubting our leader's wisdom, Garble?" Nova Flare asked with an insulted expression on her face. She was grateful to Blitz for putting her into his service after the defeat of Shining Dawn. Ever since the would-be ruler's destruction at the hands of Burst Stream, Nova had felt lost and without purpose. So when Blitz Surge made himself known to her and presented her with a purpose, it was an easy decision for the young woman to make. "Then again, leave it to a dragon to have no respect for anyone."
"Least I'm not a mindless follower." Garble snorted. "Besides, I don't have the guts to say that to Blitz Surge's face. He scares the crap out of me. He was able to K.O. an avatar with that weird magic in his sword. What chance do I got?!"
"Less of a chance than we've got against the Elements of Heroism." Lightning Dust added as she entered the lounge area. "First Rainbow Dash gets me barred from joining the Wonderbolts, and now she one-ups me by becoming a goddess?! I swear that girl is mocking me!"
"Have none of you considered that the issue lies not in others, but inside yourselves?" Ronin Strider said as he cracked open one of his eyes as he leaned against a wall. "Especially since some of our leader's actions could have very well be seen as a declaration of war. Perhaps this period of inactivity is for the best."
"Speak for yourself samurai." Lance Slayer growled as he vigorously polished his weapon. "If Blitz were to let us loose and we triumph over the Elements of Heroism, we would be hailed as the superior heroes! And nothing would bring me greater than to best Inferno Flare!"
". . . You are delusional and vengeful. Truly a toxic combination." Ronin stated disapprovingly. "Then again, perhaps that's exactly why Blitz Surge recruited you. He shares animosity towards Burst Stream in an equal magnitude to the anger you bear against Inferno."
"And what of you, Ronin?" Nova Flare asked. "Why did you decide to accept Blitz Surge's offer?"
"Because I feel the need to make up for past mistakes." Ronin answered simply. "But the idea of how I could put my skills to use is the only thing of value Blitz Surge has given to me. And I see no reason to remain here any longer. Because despite no matter how many times our leader calls himself a hero, he acts nothing like one."
"I take it you are all restless?" Blitz Surge asked as he strode into the lounge. "You needn't worry. We'll be seeing some action very soon."
"About damn time!" Lance snorted! "Ever since you recruited that creepy little shrimp Hax, you've been in his lab. Just what is that geek up to that's so important?"
"Hax has been constructing tools that will be of significant use to us." Blitz answered calmly before turning his attention to Ronin. "You disappoint me Ronin. I thought you were a loyal, committed warrior. You very much evoke the image of a samurai. And now, you seek to desert your lord and commander?"
"You haven't earned my respect or loyalty. Whatever presumptions you had about my membership, they were ultimately wrong." Ronin replied. "I was merely testing the waters to see if I found the right calling for my skills. I have, but I'm currently in the wrong company. I can't stand being led by a hypocrite."
"How dare you!" Nova shrieked as she bolted up from her seat! "You claim to be a warrior of honor! How can you show such disrespect to-!"
"I am one who follows their own code of honor." Ronin retorted with a steely glare aimed at Nova! "I am no mindless follower. If I see something that conflicts with what I feel is right, then I refuse to go along with it. No matter the outcome. And as I stated, none of you have shown you are deserving of my loyalty. Now if you'll excuse me, I'll be taking my leave."
"It's a shame you've decided to leave us." Blitz Surge called out as Ronin left with only the sword he carried at his side. "Your skills would have been a great service towards justice."
"For all your trumpeting of justice, you are hardly just." Ronin said firmly. "Actions are louder than words, Blitz Surge. And yours scream anything but heroic."
"I am doing what no one else is willing to." Blitz Surge said sternly as he narrowed his eyes. "You just don't see it yet. Those foolish Elements of Heroism, the previous bearers of the power of harmony, the people of this kingdom, the princesses, and. . . " Blitz Surge's entire being seemed to seethe with anger as he spat the last person's name like it was the most vile curse in the world! "Burst Stream, will all see that I am the world's true hero. And I will bring justice to this entire land!"
"So. . . you say that you're gonna show everyone that you're the hero." Garble asked nervously, as he feared that the slightest misstep might result in his leader using him as a training dummy to vent his anger. "What're you gonna do?"
"As I said, you will all see soon enough." Blitz Surge answered with an unnaturally calm tone, and a secretive smile. "Rest well, for a new age begins tomorrow. I've arranged it so that the princesses will bear witness to it directly. Hax? What's the status of your project?"
"I thought you would never ask!" Hax exclaimed with glee as a monitor hovered into the room, with Hax's face on the screen. "I just finished the final checks on them, and they're all primed up for the big day! I can hardly wait to see my new toys in action!"
"Excellent." Blitz Surge smirked. "You and the other Lancers are relieved of duties for the day."
Castalot Castle, the next day
It had been a good while since the last time the princesses had been called together. The last time they had to gather, it was when Tirek had broken loose from Tartarus and was stealing magic from all over the kingdom. But since Tirek had been destroyed, he was now a permanent resident of Tartarus and was no longer a threat. So what reason could there be for all of them to be assembled?
"This doesn't make any sense." Twilight shook her head. "Moon, Discord and Sombra are reformed. Chrysalis is probably plotting something, but incursions from the changelings still loyal to her are pretty much nonexistent because we could easily wipe the floor with her forces. And last time I checked, Tirek was dead. So just what's so important that all of us need to be gathered here?"
"You have good questions Twilight." Celestia noted. "But what's most puzzling is who called for us to meet."
"It was Blitz Surge." Luna sighed. "While I may have stripped him of his title as my champion, he is still in charge of a protection unit for the kingdom. And so, if he believes a threat is credible, I should at the very least hear him out to determine its legitimacy."
"Well whatever he wants to waste our time on, it's clear he wants everyone to know about it." Nightmare Moon added as she noticed the broadcast equipment in the room. "Then again, I wouldn't pass up a chance to make a fool of the jerk in front of the whole kingdom."
"Honestly, I don't even want to be in the same room as that creep." Cadence frowned. "He threatened to harm Flurry Heart! That's not something I'm ever going to forgive him for, or let go of!"
"Calm yourself, Cadence." Celestia advised in a serene tone of voice. Her eyes locked on Blitz Surge approaching them. "You'll get to make your declaration to his face soon."
"I'm pleased that you all decided to answer my summons." Blitz Surge answered as he looked at each of the princesses, his gaze zeroing in on Luna. "Especially you, dear Luna."
"Spare us the pleasantries." Luna snapped. "Tell us, just what matter is so dire that requires the presence of all of us and broadcasting to the entire nation?"
"It's quite simple." Blitz Surge answered with a cold tone. "I've come to address the fact that you're all failures."
"Excuse me?" Celestia asked in disbelief!
"What are you talking about?!" Twilight snapped! "Me and my friends have defended this kingdom time and time again, and each time we've won!"
"Despite your victories, you have all still failed." Blitz Surge countered as he glared at each of the princesses! "Celestia. You were ignorant of your sister's feelings and neglected her. That neglect and time in your shadow fed Luna's jealousy, creating Nightmare Moon. You had to imprison your own sister on the moon for a millennium. How can you be fit to protect and rule this kingdom if you couldn't even save your own sister? And you, Luna, are just as guilty as your sister. You were pathetic and weak to give in to your darker desires. All these years, and you still acted like a child. Perhaps it's no wonder that Celestia was the one everyone flocked to. Cadence, you're pathetically soft. Your husband was manipulated by a vile witch that had wormed her way past our defenses and impersonated you. How could you allow yourself to be so easily incapacitated? What's more disgraceful is that you merely repulsed Queen Chrysalis instead of exterminating her like the parasite she is. As for Nightmare Moon, the very fact you even walk among us is disgusting. You've caused so much pain with your very existence. You don't deserve any love or acceptance! You are a monster with no hope of redemption! And the best for last, Twilight Sparkle. Celestia's 'perfect' student. Yet you're so quick to give in to your impulses and a need to be right. I know of how your blunder during Discord's return nearly cost Steel Edge his life. All because you assumed that you knew what Discord's riddle meant on the first, most obvious guess. And then there was when you discovered Queen Chrysalis in disguise. You rushed in without any proof but what you saw with your eyes. How foolish. Was it any mystery as to why everyone thought you were crazy?"
"I've heard enough of this!" Celestia shouted as she flared out her wings! "None of us are perfect, we never claimed to be! Everyone stumbles, but what matters is that they learn from their mistakes! All of us have failed, yes, but we have learned and become stronger! Your blatant disrespect for us cements that you unfitting of your position! By my authority, the Lancers are disbanded!"
"Oh no, I'm afraid it's all of you who are to be dethroned!" Blitz unsheathed his katana! The rainbow glow of the power of harmony surrounding the blade! "Harmony's Bind!" Blitz stabbed his katana into the floor, and a wave of harmony surged through the entire room! Trapping the princesses in auras that bound them in place! "There's no need to be concerned. In time, I'll allow you to move, but you shall remain forever confined within this castle's walls. I refuse to have failures like you continue such a disgraceful rule and freely roam this land!" 
"People of Unity!" Blitz announced as the entire kingdom looked on in shock at the events that had transpired mere moments ago! "Rejoice! For now, instead of the failures of princesses, a Son of Aether now reigns as the rule of Unity! Let the Era of Justice begin! Execute Liberation Protocol!"
Blitz snapped his fingers, and an army of robotic soldiers resembling knights marched forth onto the city from Lancer Headquarters! The Royal Guard immediately took up arms as soon as they'd seen the princesses get overthrown, and charged forth to meet their enemy! Unfortunately, the robotic knights soon unleashed a volley of blasts from their firearms! Thankfully, their weapons were set to stun as any guards hit fell unconscious. 
"Do not fear." Blitz said to the princesses. "I don't wish to have blood on my hands from my takeover. Or rather, my liberation of Unity from your incapable hands."
"You won't get away with this." Twilight growled. "You really think that the people will follow someone like you? They saw you usurp us on live television! They've seen your forces attack the guards! If they gather up the courage to resist you, and my friends rally them, you don't stand a chance!"
"That's of no concern to me." Blitz smirked. "My standard troops, the Blades, are programmed to capture and detain any who raise a hand against them. As for your friends, I have a very particular message for a group of them. But before that," Blitz dialed up Hax on his phone. "Hax. Initiate Vigilance Protocol."
Within minutes, a swarm of drones departed from Lancer HQ! The people of the city cowered as the sky seemed to be blotted out by the drones! Before long, all of Castalot was occupied by the robotic army of the Lancers! Minutes later, Blitz once again addressed the public! At the same time, the Elements of Heroism had summoned their Duelist Arms! Each of them ready to raise their weapons against Blitz Surge! However, out of all of them, Burst Stream was the most enraged at the scene unfolding! Wasting no time, he donned his new coat given to him by Celestia and equipped his Duelist Arms! Spreading his dragon wings, Burst flew in front of the gigantic screen that broadcast Blitz to the entire city!
"Citizens of Unity." Blitz Surge began. "You have just been introduced to two of the new units that comprise our armed forces. The Blades, who you've seen engaging the Royal Guards, shall serve as the new standard unit. The drones that patrol our skies are the Scouts. They shall keep a watchful eye over all of our great kingdom. There will be more units that join our forces shortly. But until then, you can all rest knowing that your safety and security are ensured by my command!"
"Like hell anyone's going to feel safe like this. . . " Burst growled to himself as he glared at Blitz. His expression softening as he noticed the captured princesses behind Blitz. "Don't worry. Me and the guys are coming for all of you soon."
"However," Blitz Surge continued. "There is one more threat that lurks among us. One that has been allowed to roam free for too long! The Elements of Heroism!" Hearing this declaration rocked the Elements of Heroism to their core! "Ever since they formed, our kingdom has been attacked by threat after threat! The Nightmare Forces! The Changelings! The Chaos Kin! Paradox Truth! All of them only made themselves known after the Elements of Heroism came together! But one member in particular, is the greatest threat of all! Burst Stream! He was the first Element of Heroism to awaken, and the one responsible for gathering and uniting the others! So long as he walks free, we remain at risk! Hear this, Burst Stream! If you flee the kingdom, you will be declared a fugitive! If you and your team resist or raise your weapons against us, you will be declared enemies! And all enemies will be eliminated!"
Burst was about to scream his defiance, but was cut short as he dodged a hail of blaster fire from Blades and Scouts! Not wanting to cause collateral damage or risk getting captured, Burst made a desperate flight out of the city! But as he made his escape, Burst noticed an energy shield start to erect over the city! Pouring on as much speed as possible, Burst Stream narrowly escaped Castalot before the shield was fully raised! However, the Scouts pursuing him were relentless in their pursuit! Fortunately, a few well-placed blaster shots sent the drones to the scrap heap!
'Dammit!' Burst thought to himself! 'First he captures our rulers, then he neutralizes our army, and now he's got the city on lockdown! Even if I went all out, I don't know any spells or techniques that can bust down barriers or breakthrough shields! And the worst part is. . . ' Burst looked back sadly towards Castalot. 'My home's been taken from me, and I couldn't do a thing about it. There's nothing I hate more than feeling powerless!'
"Inferno! Ty! Ice, Steel, anyone?!" Burst called out over his communicator! "Nightfall? Does anyone read me?!"
"Burst!" Inferno's voice came from over the line! "You saw what happened, right?!"
"Yeah. I was at ground zero." Burst nodded grimly. "A barrier just got put up around Castalot, and now we've been declared public enemies by Blitz Surge!"
"That's not the worst of it." Steel added as he joined the communication. "I got word from Akage that a platoon of Blades and Scouts are being shipped out from Castalot to Unityville. And from the broadcast, more are being shipped out to Dodge Junction and Manehattan and a new unit is being developed to be deployed in Cloudsdale! Blitz isn't just stopping at Castalot! He's extending his takeover to every branch of the kingdom!"
"By my estimates, it won't be long before the deployment to Unity arrives." Akage said as his hand hovered over his Duelist Arms' main weapon. "The only question is: what do we do when they get here?"
"We could take them no problem." Tyrannus stated, but he frowned. "But if they're being sent right into town. . . "
"Dammit!" Dark Ice growled! "Blitz can essentially use Unityville as gigantic shield! If we fight, we could risk innocent people getting hurt or being used as hostages!"
"And if we leave, we'll be on the run." Arctic Ace mentioned as his eyes narrowed in concentration. "No matter how I look at it, either outcome is a disadvantage."
"That bastard. . . he set up this board from the start!" Fang growled!
"I had my suspicions before, but this confirms it." Burst said in a grave tone. "I did some questioning with Princess Luna after I got ambushed in the forest that one evening. She said that the only other person who knew about my little quest was her champion. Blitz Surge. His style of fighting matches my attacker perfectly, and he sounded almost exactly the same."
"Guys, we're running out of time!" Nightfall cautioned as he began packing up any possessions and essentials he could carry alongside Spike! "Hax's new bots will be here any minute! We need to make a choice now!"
"It's all on you, Burst." Inferno said solemnly. Rarity was at his side with a worried look on her face. "What's our move."
". . . " Burst Stream was silent as he weighed the options. He knew that if all of them combined their forces, they could tear through the Lancers' forces with relative ease. However, is they did fight in such a manner, it was inevitable that civilians would be put caught in the crossfire. Even if it meant they could easily turn the tide, it wouldn't be worth risking innocent people's lives.  With anguish evident in his voice, Burst gave a command that made his stomach twist. "Everyone pack what you can, and get out of town. We're leaving, and we're leaving alone. To any of you who have someone special. . . say goodbye while you can. We'll meet up in the Everfree Forest. Guys. . .  I'm sorry."
"Roger that." Inferno said sadly as he switched off his communicator before kissing Rarity goodbye. "Looks like our big day's going to be a bit farther off. Sorry."
"I'll be waiting for you, darling." Rarity said as she locked hands with her fiance. Here gaze overflowing with sadness. "Farewell for now."
The other Elements of Heroism exchanged their own goodbyes, and left as soon as they could towards the Everfree Forest. It wasn't long before the Scouts and Blades touched down in Unityville and began to assert the Lancers' control over the town. The Scouts just barely catching glimpses of the Elements of Heroism making a break for it. Blitz was reviewing the footage taken by the Scouts back at Castalot Castle with a satisfied grin on his face.
"So what are your orders, leader?" Nova Flare asked as she bowed. "You now have the throne, and your enemies have fled. What would you have us do?"
"Consider yourselves promoted." Blitz Surge replied with a chuckle. "I'm going to need commanders who can maintain order in their territories. You will all be given your command post locations soon enough."
"Hey, Blitz. The 'heroes' are on the run now." Lance said with a savage grin. "How about we bring them to a dead end?"
"No." Blitz shook his head. "We needn't waste resources pursuing Burst Stream and his friends. I have a feeling they'll come to us soon." He smirked at Celestia and Nightmare Moon before addressing all the princesses. "The power of harmony is one that even the gods themselves cannot hope to match. It's a power not even my father Aether could obtain."
"And it's a power you're misusing." Twilight snapped in defiance! "Maybe me and the girls can't use the Rainbow Power, but you've just made a very dangerous enemy! Besides, you have to release Celestia and Luna so that the sun and moon can be moved!"
"Your last point holds some truth." Blitz Surge snorted. "But who is this enemy you speak of? Burst Stream and his pathetic band of pretend heroes? I have taken their home. Separated them their loved ones. It's only a matter of time before they cave-in and surrender themselves due to separation anxiety. I know how they think. Especially my brother. Do you honestly think he'd raise his arms against me now?"
"Don't make me laugh." Nightmare Moon smirked. "For as much as you claim to know Burst Stream, you have no idea what he'll do."
"What?" Blitz Surge chuckled. "For you? A disgusting fallen goddess and princess?"
"Not for me." Moon spat defiantly. "For everyone."
"You honestly believe that a fool like him can stand against me?" Blitz scoffed. "Let me assure you, that's a possibility that only exists in your dreams. Enjoy them, for they'll be the only domain where my brother ever triumphs against me."
"It's funny." Celestia chuckled. "Shining Dawn thought Burst Stream was defeated when he forced me to break up with him. Twilight was right when she said you made a dangerous enemy, Blitz Surge. No matter how grand or thought out your plans are, Burst WILL bring them all crashing down. You've just provoked a dragon. And we couldn't save you from his anger even if we wanted to."
"I've had enough chatter with your failures." Blitz grumbled as his sword glowed with the power of Harmony. "I'll restore your ability to move within these walls, but your power save for raising the sun and moon will be kept sealed. Remove them from my sight, but leave Luna with me for a moment longer."
The Lancers complied, and escorted the now dethroned princess with the exception of Luna to their quarters. The pair now locking eyes as a smile spread across Blitz's face.
"You say that you didn't give me a Hearth's Warming present." Blitz began as he strode up to Luna. "But in truth, you gave me the greatest gift imaginable. The means to not only carry out my plans, but improve upon them. Your search for a champion provided me with an opportunity I couldn't afford to pass up."
"What are you saying?!" Luna snapped as she glared at Blitz!
"Are you familiar with the name Shining Dawn?" Blitz asked. A frown on his face as he recalled the memory of his "siblings." "He, Burst Stream and I are all sons of Aether, Unity's greatest hero. Shining Dawn and I were aware of each other since our teenage years, and we both decided there was only room for one of us. But then, HE came along and ruined the grand destiny that awaited me! Burst was an anomaly, a third son of Aether who was completely unaware of either of us! Shining Dawn was so worried his claim to godhood and power would be disrupted, so he had me try and dispatch Burst so that our clash could occur unimpeded. However, you know how well that went."
"I'm pleased to see you both failed." Luna spat as she narrowed her eyes. "So just what do I have to do with this? You merely dropped in on the contest to decide my champion on a whim."
"Oh, dear Luna. How very wrong you are." Blitz smirked as he began to circle Luna. "I was aiming for you since the very instant you returned from your lunar exile. I knew you were emotionally vulnerable, and sought forgiveness and atonement for your past mistakes. And when Nightmare Moon soon made her own return, that guilt was compounded tenfold. You also wanted what Celestia had. A champion who doubled as your lover."
"No. . . " Luna said as her eyes shrank to pinpricks. "From the very beginning. . . "
"I had planned to take the title of being your champion in order to elevate myself. From there, I would find a way to eliminate the anomaly of Burst Stream. But then I realized, he had numbers on his side. So, I made use of my best available resource." Blitz stopped when he was in front of Luna, and leaned in. "And then, as luck would have it, the disgraceful false son seemingly got himself killed. All his friends were in a period of grieving, I thought it would be easy enough to gain command of the Elements of Heroism and claim my rightful place. Unfortunately, my mere relation to that defect was not enough for them to accept me. Once again, I had to alter my plans. But it was for the best, I suppose. It granted me quite the boon in the form of Harmony's power. With that kind of power, I would need merely a few bodies to throw so I could keep the Elements of Heroism busy." 
"And guess who approved all of those requests?" Luna was completely silent as Blitz Surge leaned into her ear. "That's right Luna. You made this all possible. I owe how far I've come all to you. And would love nothing more than to have you at my side. A hero needs his princess after a-"
"NEVER!" Luna screamed as she slapped Blitz away from her! "I will NEVER stand by you!"
". . . Then you will spend your life under me." Blitz frowned. "Move her so that she may lower the sun and raise the moon. After that, confine her to her quarters." Blitz turned to the view of Castalot as Luna was escorted away by the returning Lancers. He grinned as he saw Blades and Scouts patrolling the city streets as the sun slowly fell over the horizon. A starless night sky taking hold of the heavens. "And so, the sun sets on the beginning of justice's reign."
While Blitz reveled in his successful coup, Luna wept uncontrollably at her window. A single sentence encapsulating her grief, sorrow, regret, and feelings of betrayal as tears fell unimpeded from her eyes.
"This is all my fault. . . "

	
		Episode 16: Setting Up and Striking Back!



The Everfree Forest. Minutes after the Elements of Heroism are forced to flee from Unity
To say that the Elements of Heroism felt awful would be an understatement. It had been less than a day when Blitz Surge's coup had been successful and he'd taken control of Unity's capitol. He'd captured all the princesses, and since Twilight was among them, the Rainbow Power was taken out of commission as well. Blitz Surge also had access to the power of Harmony and an army of robotic soldiers. While most of their number could easily take on such forces, there was the unpleasant fact that civilians could get caught in the crossfire the second Blitz decided to deploy more forces. Further dashing any hopes of an all-out assault was the fact that even Avatars were helpless against the power of Harmony. In short, their situation sucked and none of them were happy about it as they traversed the Everfree Forest.
"AGH!" Inferno screamed as a fiery aura ignited all around him! "Dammit, I should've known from the beginning! If I'd just torched Blitz Surge when he first showed up or just kept getting back up after in that duel-!"
"What good would that do, Inferno?" Arctic Ace questioned. "If you had done that, Princess Luna could have very well imprisoned us for life. We all knew that Blitz Surge was bad news, but we never considered that he'd pull off something on this scale. And if you had kept going in that duel for leadership against him, you could have very well ended up imprisoned. What would any of us do then? What would that do to Rarity? I know you're angry and upset about the current events. We ALL are."
"I appreciate that you're level-headed about our situation Ace." Burst Stream said. "But it doesn't change the fact Blitz essentially pulled an Order 66 on us. We've been declared fugitives from Unity, and those robotic troops probably have orders to capture us on-sight. And if we raise arms against him, we're declared enemies. Right now, we're all feeling like we've lost our home. And no one feels worse than me about this because I had to force all of you to flee with me."
"Look Burst. The truth of our situation is that whether we fight or run, we're at a disadvantage." Steel said with a sympathetic look on his face. "You're just making the best of it by choosing the less worse option. That's all we can do right now. If any one of us had stayed, it's likely we would've been captured. We'd either be used as a shield, or interrogated for information and used as a bargaining chip for our surrender."
"Out of curiosity, just why are we in the Everfree Forest?" Spike asked. "I mean, I've never slept outside before, but. . . "
"If you'r worried about a roof over our heads, you shouldn't be." Burst replied. "In fact, that's part of the reason why we're headed through the forest. We should be coming up on our destination soon."
"What're you talking about?" Dark Ice questioned. "The only building in the forest is. . . Oh. I think I get it now."
"Exactly." Burst nodded as the Castle of the Two Sisters came into view. "Some of us helped out Twilight and the girls restoring the old castle. It's not completely stored, but it's fixed enough so that we don't have to worry about the rain pouring down on us while we sleep. Come on, let's head inside."
As the band of heroes set their belongings in the old castle, most of the team couldn't help but wonder why their leader would choose such a location. Especially when he sounded so defeated earlier.
"Hey, Burst?" Inferno asked. "Why're we setting ourselves up in this place? It's a good place to hide, sure, but what good is this place if Blitz goes and takes over all of Unity?"
"Because this old castle is going to be more than just our hideout." Burst answered with a determined gaze in his eyes! "This is going to be our base where we strike back from. Blitz Surge changed the battlefield we're familiar with. We're used to going up against massive forces, but we've never been forced to engage in a fight that isn't head-on. If we kept fighting as we have, we'd inevitably be outmatched. So, we need to adapt our fighting styles and strategies. Akage, Ace. I trust you two are up to the task?"
"So we're switching things up, huh?" Akage smiled. "Something tells me I'm going to be able to take full advantage of my skills. I'm on board."
"Blitz Surge caught us all off-guard." Arctic Ace coolly. "I say we give him a nasty surprise in the form of us showing him we aren't calling it quits just because he took over our home."
"Then it's settled." Burst nodded. "Let's show Blitz and his cronies what real heroes do when their backs are to the wall and things get bad. We'll all be involved in this, but there's going to be less of us in battle at a time. The rest of you get settled in, we'll need to hunt for some food soon."
"You needn't worry about those of us who are Avatars." Tyrannus stated. "We don't need to eat or sleep, remember?"
"Yeah. But we all know Fang can never have enough ribs." Akage quipped. The Element of Levity's joke prompting a chuckle from his team, raising their spirits. Something that was direly needed in their current situation. "So it's for the rest of AND him."
"Too bad I didn't bring a bottle of barbecue sauce in my bag." Fang muttered with a small smile. "If you guys are going on the hunt, take me with you. I've got the best nose of the bunch."
"Lead the way, Fang." Tyrannus chuckled. "The two of us should be more than enough."
"Well, if no one else minds, I'm going to set up my computer." Nightfall said as he whipped out his laptop. "I'm going to monitor any of Blitz's broadcasts. They'll likely give us important information on where he's shipping out his troops. I'll also be running checks on my suit. Can't have me going in without being fully functional. If something goes wrong in the field, my suit could make me an easy target. And I'd rather destroy my suit than let Hax pick it apart and use it to make something for Blitz to use."
"That's assuming there's anyone who'd willingly be his grunts, lad." Magnet North added. "He certainly doesn't seem like a leader most would willingly follow."
"You forget, the Lancers are entirely composed of people with grievances against some of us, or the girls in Lightning Dust's case." Steel added. "Still, we've got a significant edge over them: They're not team players."
"They've also recently gone down in number." Nightfall informed the group. "Blitz just announced that Ronin left their ranks. So that means we've got another edge on our side."
"We'll need as many as we can get." Arctic Ace reminded. "But at least you won't be forced to fight your brother."
"No, I doubt Ronin and I would have crossed blades in the first place." Akage said with a sigh of relief. "He follows his own code. If something he's told to do conflicts with it, he'll abandon it to stay true to himself. Ronin's departure leaves Blitz with Hax, Lightning Dust, Garble, and Lance at his disposal. Though he's likely to try and recruit new members."
"Whatever the case, we should focus on letting Blitz Surge know that we aren't just going to lie down and accept his take over." Burst stated. "Now we just need to find the best opportunity to show that, and how to do it."
"I think I might be able to help with that." Nightfall informed with a smile. "Blitz says that the new units Hax is building to help enforce 'justice' and 'peace' will be unveiled in a few days. I can't think of a better way to wreck his day than trashing his toys. And knowing just how much he hates your guts Burst, I'd say you going in solo is going to have the biggest impact."
"Then it looks like we've got ourselves a plan." Burst smiled. "But just 'cause I'm going in alone for this doesn't mean the rest of you can just lay about the castle. We've got plenty of space to train, and there's always a chance some of us will need to get deployed. So keep to the standard training, and be sure to get rest when you can. For now, let's just try and get our stuff set up."
And so, the move-in began. With so much space available in the mostly restored castle, it wasn't that hard to find a place for each of the Elements of Heroism to call their own and some of them grouping together after dinner. Arctic Ace, Shadow Thunder, and Dark Ice had formed their own little trio and had their rooms next to each other. Steel and Tyrannus decided to bunk together while discussing what advancements or changes their ascensions had done to their Duelist Arms. Akage had found his own quiet little corner. Nightfall found his own area of the castle to set his equipment, and he was quite thankful that his bed was in a room close by. Spike had set his sleeping bag near the library as it reminded him of Twilight and the old library, and the young dragon felt a little less homesick as a result. Magnet North set himself up near a window, and Fang had shifted into his wolf cub from and sleeping at the foot of Venus's bed.
"Looks like our first night here's gonna be peaceful." Burst sighed with a relief as he removed his coat. "These next few days are gonna be tense."
"Hey, don't sweat it Burst." Inferno said with an encouraging smile. "I just might decide to show up and torch those new tin cans Blitz is rolling out."
"Well, you are used to performing in front of a crowd." Burst chuckled. "Glad to know I've got a god-tier friend who's got my back."
"Sleep well dude." Inferno nodded. "You're gonna need it the most out of all of us. So which room did you take?"
"Where do you think?" Burst said with a small smile as he made his way to the room he and Nightmare Moon shared when Blitz Surge had ambushed him. As soon as Burst's head hit the pillow, he drifted off to sleep. But as the Element of Power began to dream, he received a most welcome visitor in the dreamscape. "Moon?"
"Burst Stream!" Nightmare Moon shrieked as she threw herself into Burst's arms! The dream goddess embracing her lover as if he would fade in an instant! "You're alright! You're okay!"
"I'm fine, Moon. But from what happened, I don't think you or the other princesses are." Burst said sadly. "I miss you so much."
"So do I." Nightmare Moon sighed as she touched her forehead to Burst Stream's. "And so does she."
"Somehow, I knew she would." Burst said. "Between the two of you, I really can't choose. Both of you are a huge part of my life, and there's just so much to love about both of you too."
"About that Burst." Nightmare Moon began. "There's a plan I have to help fix that. But, now probably isn't the best time for it, huh?"
"No, it isn't." Burst sighed. "But despite the current situation, I'm not giving up. And you'll be seeing me again really soon. In a couple days to be specific. I hope they let you have TV during your imprisonment."
"We'll be watching closely then." Nightmare Moon smiled lovingly. "Until then, my precious light, sweet dreams." And with that, she faded into mist. Leaving Burst to a peaceful slumber.
Castalot, the unveiling of the new Lancer units
"People of Unity." Blitz Surge began as he addressed the masses through the broadcast of his announcement. "It's come to my attention that certain areas of our kingdom go without the protection my forces provide. And so, I have had these new units created to uphold justice, peace, and security in the regions where the Lancers' standard units cannot reach."
Blitz made a swinging motion with his hand, and the sheet covering the new Lancer units behind him fell to the ground revealing robots that were feminine in appearance and was equipped with spears, twin swords at their sides, and metal wings attached to jetpacks were on their backs. The other unit that was unveiled was a large, heavily armored machine with a shield on their left arm and a hammer held in their right. Each of the new units standing at the ready behind the currently active ones.
"I give you the Valkyries and Guardians! Two proud new additions to the arsenal of justice!" Blitz announced proudly! However, he inwardly frowned at how few people showed up. Those that had made it a point to come to the unveiling booed at him, openly voicing their displeasure with him! "Protest my activities all you like, but I am your hero now! I have delivered you from the rule of goddesses wracked with failure!"
"And because they failed, they grew as leaders." A new voice called out. A figure walked toward the podium in a light grey cloak. "Haven't you failed in besting the Elements of Heroism in combat? From what I remember after each clash you had with them, your forces were always out-skilled, outnumbered, and outmatched."
"You dare compare me to those foolish pretenders?!" Blitz Surge roared! "You would compare me to that pitiful excuse of a hero that is Burst Stream?!"
"Gee, bro." The figure leaped into the air, and spread out their dragon wings! Discarding the cloak that concealed their true appearance! The figure was none other than Burst Stream, flashing a defiant smile as he hovered in the air! "I didn't know you thought about me so much!"
"YOU!" Blitz screamed in pure rage! "We'll see how well you fare against my forces! ATTACK!"
The assembled Lancer units sparked to life and immediately charged at Burst Stream! The Blades fired their blasters at him, and drew their sword to attack him at close range! However, they received an unpleasant surprise as Burst switched his main Duelist Arm from its blaster form to its lightsaber form! Deflecting the blasts back at the Blades! Some of the deflected blasts critically damaging the Blades! When it came to melee combat, Burst's lightsaber easily sliced through the Blades' swords, leaving the robotic warriors unarmed and vulnerable! A vulnerability that Burst greatly capitalized on as he slashed his way through the mechs with his lightsaber! The blade cutting through wires and metal like a hot knight through butter and leaving the Blades a wreck! The Scouts stood even less of a chance than their fellow robotic brethren as Burst shot them down with his spare blaster! The drones exploding upon destruction! 
However, the battle was far from over as the few Guardians unveiled at the ceremony charged at Burst with their shields! Fully intent on slamming into Burst with great force! Wasting no time, Burst rolled out of the way of a Guardian's path as he shifted his Duelist Arm back to its blaster form, and slotted in the spell magazine Celestia had given to him! Firing a blast of solar plasma at the Guardian in the hopes of punching a hole through its armor! Unfortunately, the Guardian raised its shield and began channeling energy into it to form a bubble shield around itself! While Burst's attack pushed the Guardian back, it unfortunately did little in the way of damage! 
"Time to take Moon's present for a test drive!" Burst muttered to himself as he dodged the heavy hammer swings from the other Guardian! Swapping out Celestia's spell magazine for Moon's, and firing it at the Guardian currently swinging at him! A midnight blue blast shot out, instantly paralyzing the Guardian long enough for Burst to sneak behind it and fire a charged shot from his side blaster at its vulnerable backside! The Guardian's top half exploding as its legs slumped to the ground!
"Is that the only feature your new toys have, Blitz?" Burst spat as he stared down the remaining Guardian. The last Guardian  seemed to twist the handle of its hammer, and energy began to crackle around the weapon! "Guess not." Burst immediately took to the air as the Guardian brought its hammer down! Releasing a shockwave as the weapon struck the ground! However, this left the Guardian vulnerable as Burst shifted his Duelist Arm back into its lightsaber form and launched himself forwards! Stabbing through the Guardian's core! The mech's lights flickering as its power died!
But with the other units dispatched, Burst Stream now had to contend with the Valkyries! The new units were sleeker and faster than the others, and wasted no time in attacking Burst while he was in the air! However, Burst had an easy work around for this encounter! Powering up his magic, Burst Stream shot out a stream of lightning that fried all the Valkyries! Leaving them smoldering wrecks as they fell to the ground! With the battle over, Burst looked towards Blitz and then the cameras as they hadn't stopped recording.
"You're not the only one with a message for all of Unity, Blitz Surge." Burst declared boldly. "Listen up everyone! The Elements of Heroism may have been run out of Castalot and Unityville, but there's no way we're just going to stand by and let this bastard rule over our home! Today is the day we struck back, and we'll keep on doing it until our home is free and the princesses sit on their thrones once more!" The gathered crowd cheered wildly at Burst's declaration! However, the crowd's response didn't sit well with Blitz Surge!
"No. . . " Blitz growled as he unsheathed his sword! The power of Harmony gathering around the blade! "THIS IS THE DAY YOU FALL, REJECT!" Blitz unleashed a rainbow-colored slash of energy at Burst Stream! The attack hitting Burst dead-on! Blitz smiled wickedly as he saw Burst fall to the ground! However, his smile soon faded as Burst Stream stood up relatively unharmed! "WHAT?!" 'Why?! Why didn't my attack kill him?! The last time I used that technique, it managed to one-shot an Avatar! So why is he standing so unscathed?!'
"Attacking me when my back's turned?" Burst frowned. Unaware that a barely visible rainbow-colored aura thinly cloaked his being. "How heroic of you. If you're done with your temper tantrum, I'm out. Peace!" And Burst teleported back to the Castle of the Two Sisters! Leaving Blitz to stew in his public humiliation! 
"RAAAAUUUUUGGGHHH!" Blitz screamed to the empty air around him!
Back in Castalot Castle, two of the captured princesses watched the live broadcast with satisfied and relieved smiles.
"You certainly know how to make an entrance, Burst." Celestia said with a loving smile as she envisioned Burst storming the castle to rescue her like in the fairy tales she'd read as a child. "Still, I'm no damsel in distress. Moon?"
"Hm?"
"I think it's about time we start drafting our escape plan." Celestia smirked. "You always did say I needed to get out of the castle more."
"Someone say plan?" Twilight asked as her head popped in the doorway. "Because I might have something in mind. . . "

	
		Episode 17: Escape Plan



Castalot Castle Library
Twilight furious scanned through the shelves of the royal library. She'd been to this building many times during her run as Celestia's personal student to get books related to assignments, performing or learning new spells, or simply just to get lost in a good book for hours on end. Now, though, her purpose for coming was of the greatest urgency. It had only been a few days since Blitz Surge launched a successful takeover of Castalot, and he was preparing to expand his new reign to the rest of Unity as well.
As Twilight vigorously combed through the library's shelves, she was fully aware that armies of Blitz Surge's new robotic troops were being assembled and waiting to be shipped out. She'd also caught news reports with Blitz Surge saying that certain members of the Lancers would be sent to different regions of Unity to serve as his commanders and "protectors" of the region they would be deployed to. Inwardly, Twilight scoffed at the Lancer leader's words.
"We were already protected before you decided there was a problem." Twilight muttered to herself as she spied a book of interest to her and the other princesses. "Me and the girls reawakened the Elements of Harmony, and used them to defend Unity before returning them to the Tree of Harmony. Not only that, but we've also been in battle." Twilight smiled for a brief moment as she reminisced about the victory celebrations her friends would throw after successfully defeating whatever evil force dared to menace their home. 
"It wasn't just me and the girls. Burst and the guys were at our side for all of it. People smiled whenever any of us showed up to fight. And now? Now everyone's walking on eggshells the second they step outside." Twilight frowned as she looked out the window to see Blades and Scouts patrolling the streets much like the Royal and Night Guards used to. However, the guards were typically in low numbers. And the old guards didn't get too close to the civilians passing about the city. The guards made people feel watched over, but in the sense of guardians as opposed to the intrusive and oppressive gaze the Blades and Scouts emitted from their immovable, untiring optics and camera eyes. "Now everyone feels anything but safe when they're put under a microscope for even the tiniest infraction. I'm surprised Blitz Surge hasn't jailed anyone for letting out a burp."
Twilight would've continued her ranting, but shook her head. Listing all the negatives of the current situation wouldn't get things fixed anytime soon. In times like these, it was best to look at whatever positives were around and hold onto them for dear life. It wasn't very often when one's world was turned upside down.
"At the very least, all my friends are safe. Rainbow Dash and Applejack probably would've tried to storm the castle to free me and the other princesses." Twilight thought with a smile. "But, I'm glad they didn't. It means they're smart and know they wouldn't stand much of a chance against Blitz and that sword of his. He could use them to draw out the guys if he captured them, or try to pump some info out of them. It's also good that the Elements of Heroism managed to flee when they did with the whole city on lockdown. And from the news yesterday, it's clear that they haven't given up the fight. Burst's little performance is a good message, and an even better distraction." 
Twilight smiled as she checked out her books and proceeded to leave for where the other princesses had agreed to meet. She was secretly thankful that Blitz had allowed them to move freely within the castle. Both for the fact that it allowed her and the princesses to obtain entertainment to alleviate boredom, and it gave them the perfect cover for their meetings. However, Twilight's smile faded as soon as she saw a particular figure striding towards her. A particular arrogant, vain, and self-centered prince that Celestia couldn't disown soon enough.
"What do you want Blueblood?" Twilight groaned as her fingers clutched the books she was carrying in annoyance. "I have some reading to do with the other princesses, and I don't have any more time to waste on you. I've already spent too much attention just by addressing you."
"Well, somebody's certain more bold than bookworm." Blueblood huffed as he strolled up to Twilight. "Ordinarily I'd say that a princess should carry herself with more grace. But, let's be honest, you were never a true royal like myself. In fact, I would say your current situation is an improvement. Not just for you, but all of Unity."
"How much have you drank today?" Twilight asked with an annoyed look on her face. "Because it must be pretty strong for you to actually say something that stupid without any filter. Oh wait, I forgot who I was talking to."
"I assure you, I am quite sober." Blueblood snapped. "You were made into an Avatar, and given Unityville as your own domain and kingdom. I find that a very insult to myself! Me, one who is of Auntie Celestia's own proud solar bloodline, refused the chance to become an Avatar! But you, a commoner, were made into a goddess!"
"You think just because you're related to Celestia that makes you as good as her?" Twilight giggled mockingly. "Shining Dawn thought his bloodline made him powerful too. But we all know how that turned out, don't we? Burst Stream obliterating him."
"Ah, yes. That mongrel and his band of fugitives." Blueblood recalled with a smug grin. "If I'm not mistaken, your current significant other is among their group. Nightfall Silver was his name if I remember correctly."
"Yes. He is." Twilight confirmed flatly. "What's that matter to you?"
"Nothing." Blueblood shrugged. "I just find him a disgraceful excuse for a man to flee Unity while you're held captive here."
"Nightfall hasn't given up fighting, Blueblood." Twilight snapped. Her eyes narrowing at the pathetic prince! "And he's smart enough to know he can't handle the massive forces here all by himself."
"All I'm saying is that it's such a shame you must be without someone to care for you like him. But then again," Blueblood smirked as he flashed her a charming smile. "Every princess needs a prince."
"You know, Moon told me you might try to pull something like this. She told me that you attempted to hit on her, and she shot you down immediately. So, here's a shot of my own." Twilight snorted as she kicked Blueblood in the gut! Winding the arrogant noble! "Hmm. I should've aimed lower." She then squatted down and glared at Blueblood. "I think I'll tell Moon about our pleasant little chat. So, sleep well tonight." Twilight didn't see it, but she could feel Blueblood trembling at the thought of a visit from Nightmare Moon during his slumber. 
"Now that that's over with. . . " Twilight said with a small smile as she approached the room she'd been looking for, knocking to announce her arrival. "I'm here, and I brought all the books you wanted from the library."
"Thank you Twilight." Celestia's motherly voice called out from the other side. "Please come in."
"Right." Twilight nodded as she opened the door, and quickly shut it behind her. Smiling as she distributed the reading material she'd procured from the library. "A romance novel for Cadence, and a few fairy tales for the rest of us. The Metal Knight for me, the Dragon Knight for Celestia, the Hero of Light and the Dark Princess for Moon, and The Zodiac Knights for Luna."
"You didn't have to go along to get these for us Twilight." Nightmare Moon smiled as she opened up her book. "But thanks anyway. Plus, reading a good old fashioned fairy tale is just what we need at a time like this. Except, we know our heroes are already out there fighting the good fight."
"True." Twilight nodded. "But as nice as the guys leading fairy tale style rescue for us, I'm not too fond of us waiting. Which brings us to the real reason why I decided to throw our little reading session together. Instead of the Elements of Heroism coming to us, we're coming to them. Burst's little surprise visit has Blitz Surge rearranging his priorities, meaning he'll be paying us a lot less attention. Enough for us to put together a way out of here."
"Looks like I get to repeat one of the high points of my wedding day." Cadence smiled. "But at least this time, I wasn't holed up in a mine."
"It's funny you should mention that Cadence." Twilight smirked. "Because with my plan, those mines are our ticket to freedom. Back when Queen Chrysalis captured you and assumed your identity, she also threw Burst Stream into the mines alongside you. After the whole Royal Wedding Rumble, I thought it best to find out just how far the mines reached through the city and if there were routes that led towards the castle. And sure enough. . . " Twilight pulled out a map she'd managed to sneak out of the library. "I found one. But the only downside is that I can't seem to pinpoint the entrance."
"I believe I can help with that." Celestia suggested as she bookmarked her page. "There's an entrance here in the castle's lower levels. I had it built so that there was a discrete way to transport crystals and other gems to the castle without obstructing traffic in the city streets."
"Then it looks like we've got ourselves a way out of this joint." Nightmare Moon grinned. "Now all we need is a time to stage out little getaway!"
"We should probably wait until the Elements of Heroism have antagonized Blitz Surge a bit more." Luna suggested. "That way there's even less attention on us."
"Blitz Surge also thinks we're completely powerless." Celestia said as she summoned her weapon to her! "Yet another advantage in our favor."
"Then it's settle-" Twilight was about to declare the plan complete when a knocking on the door interrupted her. Composing herself, she answered the door and was greeted by Blitz Surge with Nova Flare at his side. "You know, it's bad enough you're confining us to the castle, but do you really have to make it a point to rub the fact you took over in our faces?"
"A hero should always make sure that his triumph is recognized." Blitz smirked. "It would be inconsiderate of me to neglect the guests of my castle, wouldn't it?"
"We're not bored." Twilight said flatly. "In fact, we were just throwing ourselves a little pity party. I'd have thought you would like nothing more than to see us feeling sorry for ourselves like the 'failures' you think we are."
"Perhaps shame is your true prison considering how easily I bested all of you." Blitz chuckled. "I bid you farewell, your ex-hignesses." He then stared at Luna. "And I look forward to seeing you handiwork this evening dear Luna." And with that, he left the princesses to their business.
"Okay. That was a close call." Twilight said with a sigh of relief. "He seemed to buy it." She then clapped her hands together. "So. Now that we've got our plan settled, how about we actually crack into these books?"
"It's funny." Celestia chuckled. "I always wanted a fairy tale ending, and it actually seems like I'll be getting it somewhat."
"With a few twists thrown in there." Nightmare Moon added. "Especially concerning our hero."
"What do you two mean by that?" Cadence asked with a raised brow. As the goddess of love, and niece of Celestia, she was always sure no one deserved a special somebody more than her aunt. 
"Oh, nothing much Cadence." Celestia said with a small smile as she turned the page of her book. "Just another little plan Moon and I have been discussing."

	
		Episode 18: Get the Girls



The Castle of the Two Sisters, Everfree Forest
Akage took a deep breath as he meditated, the Element of Levity clearing his mind as one of his hands drifted towards the handle of his primary Duelist Arm. Snapping his eyes open, Akage let loose a flurry of lightning-quick slashes! His grip alternating between his sword's primary grip and its extra tonfa handle! Allowing for greatly fluidity when chaining his strikes! Satisfied that his sword skills were still sharp, Akage drew the bow on his back, and pulled back the string of energy! An arrow of energy crackled into existance, and Akage wasted no time testing out his marksmanship as he let loose arrow after arrow at the targets set up in his training area! The young ninja smiled at his display of skill, but it soon faded when he pictured Pinkie Pie cheering him on as he practiced.
"Something got you down Akage?" Steel Edge asked as he removed the targets. "You're more quiet than usual."
"I guess you could say I'm a little lovesick." Akage shrugged as he holstered his bow. "I guess after a little bit of time, the weight of everything that's recently happened finally seems to come down on you. Whenever I practice my skills, I just can't get the sight of Pinkie cheering me on out of my mind. Sometimes it's like I can hear her, but when I look for her, she's not here."
"Honestly, I think we're all feeling that." Steel sighed. "Maybe it's in varying degrees, but we all still feel it. I think Inferno's got it the worst because he and Rarity were planning on getting married. Unfortunately, those plans got derailed for the moment."
"Well, if you're all feeling a little homesick, I've got some good news." Burst replied as he addressed the group. "Ace and I were going over the current state of Unity. We all know that Castalot's been turned into a stronghold with Lancer HQ. If we're going to take back our home, we've got to set up a firm starting point we can defend. My little visit probably has Blitz trying to fortify Castalot more, so some heat might have been taken off of Unityville. So, I was thinking, it couldn't hurt to have one of us scout town without being seen and give a status update. Preferably someone who's good at staying out of sight."
"Leaving now." Akage blurted out as soon as Burst was finished talking. Leaving a surprised Burst Stream and Steel Edge in his wake! Leaping from the trees and darting into the shadows, Akage arrived in Unityville in almost no time flat! As Akage expected, Blades and Scouts were patrolling the town. "Looks like Blitz Surge hasn't updated his deployments here. That'll make things a bit easier if all we need to worry about are Blades and Scouts. Still, that's liable to change. But for now. . . " Akage's gaze locked onto Sugar Cube Corner. "I've a small bit of personal business to attend to."
Briefly peeking his head out from cover, Akage quickly scanned his intended path towards Sugar Cube Corner. Satisfied that he could traverse without drawing attention to himself, the Element of Levity zipped towards the building! Once he arrived at the door, he put his back against the front wall to open it up! The second he opened it wide enough to fit himself, Akage slipped in quickly before shutting the door!
"So far, so good." Akage said to himself with a sigh of relief. However, he was puzzled as to why Sugar Cube Corner was empty. What further confused him was why the lights were off and a lone cupcake with a card in front of it seemed to be waiting for him. Cautiously, Akage approached the table where the cupcake sat, carefully picking up the card and reading it. The words "Welcome Back" were written on it. Akage instantly sensed a presence behind him, but made no move to counter it. Instead, he simply smiled as he welcomed the figure's advance.
"I knew you'd be back." Pinkie Pie said quietly as she wrapped her arms around Akage, and pressing her face against his neck. A small, joyful smile on her the Avatar of Laughter's face as her bright blue eyes teared up. "My Pinkie Sense is never wrong."
"It's great to see you too Pinkie." Akage smiled as he turned to return the hug. "I can't begin to tell you how much I missed you. Or how much all of the guys miss the rest of the girls." For a moment, his expression saddened. "And how much we regret that we didn't take any of you with us."
"Hey!" Pinkie chirped as she used her index fingers to pull up the corners of Akage's mouth into a smile! "You're still fighting, aren't ya? That's reason enough for me and the girls to be happy!"
"It's very hard to be sad around you." Akage chuckled lightly. "So how are things holding up here? I notice everyone's walking on eggshells and feeling uncomfortable with all the new arrivals."
"It stinks." Pinkie Pie pouted. "People are a lot less happy ever since Blitz took over. All the drones keep buzzing around and the Blades are constantly patrolling! No one feels safe!"
"And Blitz plans on expanding his reign." Akage nodded. "Something tells me he had the Valkyrie units developed specifically for Cloudsdale while the Guardian units were likely made to further build up his ground troops. Big, bulky units like them would be best in Appleossa or Manehattan. Blades serving as all-around infantry, Guardians serving as the heavy tanks, and the Valkyries serve as air support. It probably won't be long until Blitz develops a unit specializing in ranged combat too. But, that's a problem we'll solve when we get to it."
"Speaking of problems, one of them just showed up." Pinkie Pie gestured outside as she made a pair of binoculars with her hands to zoom in. A lock of her hair acting as a radio receiver to broadcast what was being said. 
Not wanting to miss out on what could be important information, Akage traveled to the roof and perched himself so he could see and hear what was going on. The young ninja narrowed his eyes as he saw Nova Flare of the Lancers strolling into town while being flanked by two Guardians. Once she was at the center of town, Nova Flare arrived with a scroll.
"People of Unityville!" Nova Flare announced as she read from the scroll. "Our new leader, Blitz Surge, has made it his mission to be vigilant in his noble quest to bestow peace, justice, and security to our nation. But before he can dispense justice to the rest of the kingdom, he must first address the threats that lie closer to home! As of late, Unityville has harbored defeated villains who had dark designs for our beloved home. And while they may have been defeated, the fact they roam freely does nothing more than allow them a new opportunity to menace our people! By the decree of Blitz Surge, the following individuals are to be imprisoned within the dungeons of Castalot Castle! Starlight Glimmer, Adagio Dazzle, Aria Blaze, and Sonata Dusk! You shall all face justice tomorrow! Whether you resist or not makes no difference! Your end shall be the same! You, and all who stand against justice!"
"This is bad." Akage muttered to himself as he climbed back down into Sugar Cube Corner! "Pinkie, I gotta go NOW."
"I know Akage." Pinkie Pie nodded sadly. "And be careful."
"You'll see me again someday." Akage nodded as he kissed Pinkie goodbye and darted off towards the Everfree Forest! Once he arrived at the castle, Akage wasted no time informing everyone of the declaration Nova Flare had read! "They're coming to collect them all tomorrow. And if we don't, there's no telling what Blitz Surge will do to them. I know we don't have to worry about the Dazzlings, but Starlight's still mortal. Meaning Blitz could very well execute her."
"We have to get them now!" Shadow exclaimed as he stomped forward! "I'm not going to let that monster lay a finger on Starlight! She's worked to redeem herself!"
"That bastard!" Night Fang growled! "What gives him the right to judge Aria and the others like that?! I swear if he shows up I'll-!"
"Easy there Fang!" Venus cautioned! The Element of Spirit putting a hand on his best friend's shoulder in an effort to calm him! "I'm just as upset as you are! But you're forgetting that Blitz has the power of Harmony on his side! If you tank so much as a single hit from an attack infused with it, you'll be out of commission for the fight!"
"Besides, our priority shouldn't be trying to take down Blitz Surge if he shows up." Arctic Ace added. "Our main objective should be to get those four out of Unityville and into the castle."
"If Blitz does show up, then it should be me to face him." Burst declared. "But it's not just for any of the reasons you might think. When I made my little visit to Castalot, Blitz unleashed one of his harmony-infused attacks on me. I was expecting to be down for the count like Inferno, but the strange thing is, I only received minor damage. Sure, it stung a bit and hit hard, but it didn't one-shot me. For whatever reason, I'm more resistant to the power of harmony. Which is why I should keep Blitz off of you if he decides to bring the girls in himself. I can hold my own against him, so you just worry about getting your getting the girls. We'll work on saving the world from there."
"When can we leave?" Arctic Ace asked. The eagerness in his eyes betraying the cool tone in his voice.
"As soon as you're ready to fight tomorrow." Burst answered as he inspected his primary Duelist Arm. His eyes narrowing as he gripped the weapon. "But honestly, I don't think Blitz is going to make an appearance. I know he is."
Unityville. The next day.
"So, that's it? We're just gonna take what's coming to us?" Aria asked with a frown as she and her sisters were escorted by Blades towards the center of town. "All because the asshole that overthrew the princesses doesn't believe we deserve a second chance?"
"And give him an excuse to tear up the entire town while trying to bring us in?" Adagio asked. "Not to mention he wields the power of Harmony and could easily turn us into statues."
"Hey guys?" Sonata asked fearfully. "Are we. . . bait?"
". . . It's possible, Sonata." Starlight answered. "Ever since the unveiling, it's likely Blitz made eliminating the Elements of Heroism his main priority. And given how he knows some of us are in relationships with them, we're the ideal bait to draw them out. But he probably targeted us specifically because there would be a complete outrage if he tried to get rid of the rest of the other bearers of harmony alongside the princesses. Meaning he'd lose any and all holds over the people."
"So you have all chosen wisely." Blitz Surge addressed the group as he strode forward. The Scout units broadcasting the entire event to all of Unity! "For too long you have all evaded justice. Be it banishment to another world, or granted asylum by a failure of a princess. Regardless, the four of you are no longer safe. Today, you answer for your actions! Today, you shall face justi-" Blitz paused as he deflected a blast bolt fired at him. "So. You continue to stand in the way of justice, brother?"
"You sure know how to through a party Blitz Surge." Burst smirked as he converted his blaster into its lightsaber mode. "No music, no snacks, and the only girls here are being held here against their will. Didn't your dad ever teach you how to treat a lady?"
"Father was never a part of my life thanks to you, reject!" Blitz snarled. "You are foolish to stand against me alone!"
"Yeah, about that? I've brought some friends along to crash your party." Burst chuckled. "They've come to pick up their girlfriends."
In a flash of magic, Shadow Thunder, Night Fang, Arctic Ace, and Venus Bloomer arrived on the scene! Fang's Duelist Arm was undergoing its evolution and Ace may have been without a weapon, but they were far from unarmed as they used their magic and divine strength to rip their way through the Blades and scouts! Ace freezing any enemies that came near while Fang tore his way though any units foolish enough to engage him! All while Shadow and Venus worked to free Starlight and the Dazzlings from their bonds as Burst Stream kept Blitz Surge occupied!
"I don't know how you managed to withstand the power of Harmony, brother, but soon you will stand no more!" Blitz Surge roared as he crossed blades with Burst Stream! Sparks showering out as their blades clashed!"I bested the goddesses who ruled the land! I've asserted my will over the power of Harmony! I am the true hero! YOU ARE NOTHING TO ME!"
"If I'm nothing to you, then why'd you make it your life's mission to try and take me out, huh?" Burst shot back as he managed to force Blitz Surge away from him! "You keep preaching how much better and stronger than me you are, but you never do anything to actually prove it!"
"Then I shall rectify that by doing something you never had the will to do!" Blitz snarled as the blade of his katana was cloaked in a rainbow-colored glow! In a flash of light, Blitz teleported to Shadow and slashed at him! The attack knocking away the Avatar of Compassion and leaving Starlight vulnerable! "MEET YOUR END VILLAIN!" Blitz slashed at Starlight and time seemed to freeze for everyone! Blitz Surge had a wicked smile on his face as he made his strike, but it immediately faded when he saw that his blade had stopped in midair! 
"What?!" Blitz growled as he repeatedly swung at Starlight only to never strike her! "Why can't I kill you?!"
"Harmony." Burst answered as he approached Blitz Surge. "It won't let you. In all of its uses, Harmony was used to banish, seal, or imprison. But it never once killed anything. And the fact it won't let you harm Starlight shows just how true that is. She, the Dazzlings, and Nightmare Moon. All of them worked hard to make themselves better than they used to be. That's why no matter how much you use Harmony, you'll never be able to harm them in the degree you want to. And it's also why you'll never beat us."
"You think that you and your band of pretend heroes can stop me?!" Blitz roared as his anger took hold! "Did you think today would be when my defeat is delivered?!"
"I can promise you that you'll be beaten at my hands Blitz Surge." Burst answered calmly. However, his calm tone was displayed by the raging dragon-shaped aura that burst to life around him! "I'll show you the power of a true hero. But that day isn't today. Make no mistake though, it's YOU who will face justice. And I didn't need to beat you today. I just had to keep you occupied. Given how you've made it your mission to kill me, I'd say that I've done my job pretty well."
"What do you-?!" Blitz whipped his head in the direction of Starlight and the Dazzlings, and saw that the Elements of Heroism that had traveled with Burst were teleporting away with them! "NO!"
"You mad, bro?" Burst smirked as the dragon aura around him faded and he teleported back to the castle! Leaving Blitz Surge to scream his rage at the heavens!
"BUUUUURSSST STREAAAAM!" Blitz screamed in primal fury as he dialed up Hax! "Hax! I want you to accelerate our expansion plans and increase the frequency of our searches for the Elements of Heroism! I know they are hiding, biding their time to strike! As long as they are free, my reign is in peril! Do you understand?!" The panicked reply from the Lancers' tech specialist brought a meager satisfaction to Blitz. However, he could not shake a tremble of fear from his heart when he noticed something from when he was fighting Burst. 
'The people had this strange light in their eyes. It was always present as a faint glimmer when I noticed it in passing, or whenever the princesses made a declaration. And it seemed to shine brighter when those pathetic pretend heroes came out victorious! A light that should have responded to me! But today, and the time that reject humiliated me at the unveiling, I saw it again!' Blitz mentally fumed! 'And it seemed to shine more brightly than it ever had before when he appeared to challenge my justice! Why?! Just what is this "true power of a hero" that Burst Stream speaks?! And why does it instill fear in me?! Impossible! There is no power greater than my justice! And with harmony at my disposal, no one can stand against me! So why, then, does the thought of facing Burst Stream terrify me now?!'
The Castle of the Two Sisters.
The group that had traveled to Unityville returned from their successful rescue mission in a flash of magic! Shadow, Fang, Venus, and Ace immediately embracing their respective girlfriends!
"My hero!" Sonata happily exclaimed as she nuzzled against Ace!
"I missed you too, Sonata." Ace said with a loving smile as he wrapped his wings around the youngest siren sister.
"You just can't leave me alone, can you?" Aria asked with tearful eyes as she rested her head on Fang's shoulder. "That's what I love about you Fang."
"Ear scratch for rescuing you?" Fang asked hopefully. His wish soon granted by Aria, Fang's tail wagged happily.
"Unbelievable." Adagio sighed. "Reunited after a forceful separation, and none of them thought to kiss their guy." The eldest siren smirked as she held onto Venus Bloomer. "Want to show them how a real couple cements their reu-?"
Venus said nothing as he silenced Adagio with a passionate kiss on the lips before breaking it up for air a moment later. "So how'd I do?" Adagio's only response was to touch her forehead against his own with a pleased look on her face.
'At least some of us took back something precious today.' Burst thought with a small smile as he noticed Shadow and Starlight crying tears of joy as they embraced. 'As far as I'm concerned, that puts us one step closer to taking back our home.' Burst's smile soon faded as he looked up at the ceiling in thought. 'The princesses are still holed up in Castalot, and chances are that our recent rescue mission is going to have Blitz Surge cracking down on finding us. That means we're being taken seriously now. Some small part of me just hopes that I made the right choice in fighting back. But that's something to think about later.' Burst returned his attention to the happy moment in front of him. 'For now, we'd better enjoy what happy moments we have.'

	
		Episode 19: Princess Prisonbreak



Castalot Castle, shortly after the rescue of Starlight Glimmer and the Dazzlings
Twilight watched as more of the Lancers' robotic forces patrolled around Castalot. Ever since the daring rescue mission performed by the Elements of Heroism, Blitz had begun to crack down on finding the heroes and defeating them. Burst Stream being the particular cause of Blitz's furious effort and temper. A large number of Scout units were deployed to scout out the Elements of Heroism while Blade and Guardian units were sent out with the objective of capturing the heroes.
'And since Lancer HQ is still busy constructing the forces needed to march and occupy the rest of Unity, alongside Blitz Surge's focus being the Elements of Heroism, there's no better time than now!' Twilight thought to herself as she called out to her Harmony Keeper in her quarters! While her magic may have been sealed, the princess of friendship and avatar of magic was far from defenseless! "Time to make use of that alternate method of attack my staff has!" As Twilight sat up, scorch marks from energy blasts could be seen on one of the walls!
Celestia closed her eyes as she took a deep breath and donned her armor once again. The last time she'd worn this, it was during the Royal Wedding Rumble when she swooped in to save Burst Stream from Queen Chrysalis. The sun goddess found it hard to believe that she would now be wearing this armor while fighting to get out of the city instead of defending it.
"Then again, Castalot's already been taken over by an evil force." Celestia thought out loud as she looked out the window sadly. It pained the princess's heart to see her people living in fear like this. Despite Blitz Surge's declaration of security and safety, the robotic soldiers patrolling the streets and the drones hovering in the air made the citizens of Castalot feel anything but safe. "I refuse to let my people suffer through this. Once we're free, we'll join the Elements of Heroism. And something tells me that the rest of Twilight's friends won't be far behind."
"Well, you've already got me by your side." Twilight answered as she knocked on the door after opening it. "Excuse the mess outside. The doormen were being rude, so I had to show them a thing or two." In the hallway outside, the wrecks of two Blades stationed to guard Celestia's quarters. "By the way, is that shield new?"
"This old thing?" Celestia asked as she raised a golden shield with her symbol on it. "Just a little something that complements my blazing sword. I see you're already prepared to leave. That just leaves Luna, Cadence, and-"
Before Celestia could finish, both she and Twilight lightly flinched when they saw the Blade guarding Nightmare Moon's quarters get impaled through the chest by what looked like a blade made from the night sky itself! The robot sparking as it twitched before going offline as the sword withdrew from its chest! But just before the Blade toppled over, the room's door was kicked down sending it crashing into the floor! Nightmare Moon walked out with her broadsword drawn, a satisfied smile on her face, and clad in her iconic armor.
"Ah, this reminds me of breaking the chains of harmony that bound me and Luna to the moon." Nightmare Moon sighed as she stretched. "Quite the liberating feeling, isn't it?"
"Masterful pun crafting aside, we have more pressing matters." Luna announced as she approached the group. "I was able to slip out easily because Blitz didn't station any units to guard me. He must have assumed telling the truth of our relationship rocked me too hard to try anything."
"Then he underestimates just how strong you truly are, sister." Celestia answered with a warm smile. "Just like how he underestimates our fighting capability without the use of magic."
"Not to mention that Moon still hasn't made use of my late Hearth's Warming gift to her." Luna joked. "I would've imagined you'd be showing it off."
"Oh, you mean this?" Nightmare Moon smirked as she summoned the present Luna had given her. A silver lance with azure glyphs in the shape of stars along the blade portion of the lance. "I love the star glyphs you put on it. They nicely add to my theme."
"As much as I enjoy the two of you getting along, we'd best pay Cadence a visit." Celestia stated firmly. "So let's move!" Celestia led the group to Cadence's quarters, and quickly made work of the Blades guarding the princess of love. "Ready?"
"Not my first time escaping captivity." Cadence smiled as she slung her bow onto her back. "Let's go!"
"Good thing the Elements of Heroism's disruptions have got Blitz's attention." Twilight muttered as she and the other princesses made their way to the secret mine entrance located in the castle's lower levels. "Otherwise, we'd be facing more resistance besides the standard grunts. If Blitz is mad now, he's gonna be furious once we're out of here!"
Sure enough, the princesses arrived at their objective. Celestia moved the false wall, and the passage to the mines was revealed. The princesses spread their wings, and prepared to take flight. All except for one.
"Luna?" Celestia asked with concern. "I've been meaning to ask, but why didn't you bring your weapons with you? You also don't seem to be ready to leave with us."
"That's because. . . I'm not leaving with all of you." Luna sighed sadly. "Once you leave, you'll be leaving without me."
"What?!" Nightmare Moon snapped in disbelief! "Why are you staying behind?! You didn't knowingly cause any of this! Blitz Surge USED you!"
"You're right Moon." Luna replied. "But while I may not have consciously facilitated Blitz's take over, I still made it possible because I was too blinded by having a champion who doubled as a lover like Celestia did." A bitter chuckle escaped the lunar princess's throat. "Heh. This is twice now that jealousy of my sister led me to doing something stupid that negatively effected everyone including myself. The only difference between then and now is that I wasn't stopped in time. You were right Moon. Over a thousand years passed, and I'm still so childish."
"Luna, stop trying to punish yourself." Celestia pleaded.
"You needn't worry about that Celestia." Luna said with resolve lighting up her eyes. "I'm not staying here as some form of atonement or punishment. I'm staying here to show Blitz that despite what he's done to me, I refuse to let it break me. When he planted the idea of creating the Tantabus in my head, he wanted me to feel like I was worthless. Like I didn't deserve any love or acceptance from anyone. But he was wrong about me, and he's wrong if he thinks that he's taken the fight out of me. I'll make sure he KNOWS that my defiance is anything but dead." Luna summoned her weapons to her hands, twin scimitars with blades shaped like the crescent moon. "Now go!"
With much regret, the other princesses nodded and flew through the mines towards freedom! Nodding in satisfaction, Luna turned away and flew out of the castle! Breaking through a window with her departure! Luna noticed she was being pursued by Valkyrie and Scout units! Narrowing her eyes, Luna halted in midair, and turned to face her enemies! The blades of her scimitars glowing with a silvery light as she charged into battle! Tearing through the robotic warriors like they were scrap metal! Luna then noticed more units converging on her, and smirked as she led them towards Castalot Square!
"Everyone's watching." Luna said to herself as she noticed people gathering towards their windows, and assumed that her breakout was being broadcast to the entire city through the drones Blitz had linked to the media. "Time to give them all a show." Luna got into a fighting stance as Lancer forces surrounded her! Letting out a fierce battlecry as they charged at her!
"FOR UNITY!" Luna screamed as the top of her lungs as she began tearing her way through the Lancer forces! Her blades flashes of silver as they cleaved through the robots as she moved with speed and grace through the enemy's ranks! 
'I know you're seeing this Blitz.' Luna thought as she sent more mechs to the scrapheap! Her eyes narrowing as more robots showed up and attempt to detain her! While her enemies weren't that hard to defeat, it had been ages since Luna had last taken part in combat. And the battle was starting to wear her out! 'Are you just going to keep sending your toy soldiers to fight me, or are you actually going to face me to satisfy your wounded ego?'
Luna soon received her answer as the Blades, Valkyries, and Guardians halted their attacks and stepped back while making way for the Lancer leader himself. Blitz Surge looked absolutely livid as he stomped towards Luna! His entire body trembling with rage!
"First my brother and his band of pretenders humiliate me, and now you decide to declare your defiance." Blitz Surge growled as his free hand gripped the handle of his katana! "Why can none of you let me have my dream?! Why can't you accept that I'M the hero?! I AM THE CHOSEN ONE! THE SAVIOR! THE TRUE SON OF AETHER! THE ONLY REAL HERO!"
"Because you aren't any of those things." Luna answered calmly. "Aether probably looks at what you've done in shame and horror. If he knew that you had left Burst Stream for dead in the Everfree Forest, he would never want anything to do with you. But most of all, you're not a real hero. Not in the least. There are many who are worthy of that mantle, and you will never be one of them. All you've ever thought of, all you ever fight for is yourself. I pity you Blitz Surge. For even in victory, you will still lose because you'll have nothing left. There's no point in killing you because you've already thrown away your life."
"SILENCE WENCH!" Blitz roared as he charged towards Luna with his sword drawn! The power of harmony engulfing the blade as he slashed at Luna! "YOU WILL PAY FOR DISRESPECTING ME!"
"I can't disrespect you if you've lost any respect I had for you." Luna scoffed as she blocked Blitz's furious swings with her scimitars! "And even if you beat me, you'll still lose this battle. My job is done."
"If you think the other princesses will prevail in this little uprising, you're sorely mistaken!" Blitz growled! "All I would need to do is have the troops that I intended to deploy to the rest of Unity converge on their location! When they are weary from their fighting, they will be of no threat to me! You and my brother's pitiful resistance ends here!" Blitz slammed his katana into the ground! Releasing a shockwave of harmony that disoriented Luna!
"Who said anything. . . about the other princesses fighting?" Luna smirked defiantly as she propped herself up with one of her scimitars! "By now, they're probably clear of the city and on their way to link up with the Elements of Heroism. So go ahead and beat me. You still lose!"
Blitz's face contorted in pure, unfiltered rage! "HARMONY'S JUDGMENT!" Blitz unleashed his signature attack on Luna! Forcing the lunar princess to her knees as he approached her! "You will face justice at my hands back at the castle."
"No, Blitz." Luna groaned as she glared at him! "YOU will be facing true heroes soon."
"Get her out of my sight." Blitz said coldly as he teleported back to the castle! To his anger, he found the wrecks of Blade units that had been left behind in the princesses' escape!
Castalot's mines, around the same time
Celestia led the way as she and the other princesses traveled through the mines beneath the city. The princesses' journey was a mix of flying and running through the vast network of tunnels. It seemed that freedom would soon be within their reach when a large boulder blocked their way.
"We can't use magic to levitate it out of the way." Twilight sighed. "I didn't have time to test how large of a blast my staff could fire off, so I might accidentally make things worse."
"Now, now my faithful student." Celestia answered with a warm smile. "Didn't I teach you to come to me if you needed some help? Stand back, please." Celestia unsheathed her blazing sword and took a deep breath before thrusting her sword forward and firing a massive blast of flame that reduced the boulder to a molten puddle! The solar princess letting out a sigh of relief as she saw light from the outside shine through the now unblocked path! "Looks like we've made. Any idea where to go from here Moon?"
"Your old castle in the forest." Nightmare Moon answered. "Something tells me we just might find what we need there."
"I need to get back to the Crystal Empire as soon as possible." Cadence said urgently. "Shining Armor and Flurry Heart are probably worried sick about me, and it's likely the whole empire's on high alert given Blitz Surge's declaration."
"We understand Cadence." Twilight nodded sadly as she shared a goodbye hug with her former babysitter. "Make sure to get there safely. Chances are, you'll have a lot of help though. "
"Thank you, Twilight." Cadence sighed as she flew off towards her own domain! Careful to avoid being spotted as she left!
"We'd better start towards the Everfree right now." Celestia suggested as she spread her wings. "Come on. Let's not waste any more time!"
"There's no need to rush." A familiar voice called out. In a flash of light, Discord materialized before the princesses. But instead of his typical mischievous smile, the lord of chaos's face looked quite solemn. "I can take you all directly to where the Elements of Heroism are in a snap." And that's just what he did. Needless to say, the guys were pretty surprised to have some royal company. "With that, I'll take my leave."
"Wait Discord." Twilight called out. "Thank you. For helping us."
"Don't thank me Twilight." Discord said solemnly. "Because there's one more thing I have to do before I can truly say I've helped any of you." And he disappeared in a swirl of darkness.
"TWILIGHT!" Nightfall screamed as he ran into Twilight's arms! "You're alright!"
"It's been too long Nightfall." Twilight said with a loving smile.
At the same time, Burst approached Celestia and Nightmare Moon. A relieved smile on his face.
"Sorry I didn't storm the castle sooner." Burst said sadly. "But then again, we're not a typical fairy tale."
"No. We're not." Nightmare Moon said with a loving smile as she hugged Burst tightly before looking back to Celestia for a moment. "And we wouldn't have it any other way."
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ESCALATION

It is a period of great turmoil in Unity. Blitz Surge, leader of the Lancers, has seized control of Castalot in the name of "justice" and "peace". However, hope yet remains as the defenders of Unity, the Elements of Heroism, lead a brave reistance against the usurper and self-proclaimed "hero." Led by Burst Stream, the band of heroes performs daring pop-up attacks on the Lancers' forces! However, the heroes are not alone in their valiant struggle. Princesses Celestia, Nightmare Moon, Cadence, and Twilight have recently escaped from their imprisonment in Castalot! Joining the fight against the tyrant who sits upon their rightful throne!
Insulted and angered by these humiliations, Blitz Surge schemes to spread his forces beyond Castalot! With the Lancers' headquarters serving as an assembly line, Blitz Surge plans to have the rest of his forces march on the rest of Unity in a bid to solidify his control! Designating which territories his commanders will preside over as rulers. As the battle rages on, a lone figure watches from the sidelines. Observing both sides of the conflict, and intently focusing their attention on Burst Stream and Blitz Surge.
Meanwhile, Discord journeys towards the Dragon Lands, seeking out the legendary dragon knight and creator of the Duelist Arms, Hermos. His journey made in the hopes of tipping the scales in the slightest favor towards our heroes' side. . . 



Focus. A word that no one would think to apply to Discord of all people. But, that was the one thing the former lord of chaos radiated as he hovered through the Dragon Lands. His eyes containing a seriousness that was the polar opposite of his usual carefree demeanor. Just what could make the lord of chaos act in such a manner that was the polar opposite of his regular self? Well, the current state of affairs in Unity. The princesses being overthrown, and Blitz Surge somehow obtaining the power of harmony and grossly misusing it.
'Despite all the power I have at my command, I'd be useless the second Blitz Surge enters the fray. But here? Here I can give the Elements of Heroism something that will be of use.' Discord thought to himself as his feet touched down on the ground beneath him, the lord of chaos staying still as he stared down the entrance to Hermos's forge while contemplating the events that led him here. A sad look on his face as he remembered betraying both teams of elements to Tirek. 'And just maybe, I can atone for my greatest mistake. Doing this won't wipe away what I've done, but it WILL help make things right.'
Hermos was busy at work inspecting the Duelist Arm he'd crafted for Arctic Ace as thanks for releasing the spirits of his comrades and himself from the weapons Starswirl had trapped them in. However, the dragon knight and true creator of the Duelist Arms noticed he was not alone in his forge.
"So. What brings the lord of chaos to my humble establishment?" Hermos asked as he turned to face Discord. An inquisitive look on the legendary dragon's face as he rested against his prized hammer. "You certainly don't strike me as someone who needs armor of weapons."
"I haven't come here to request a commission, Hermos." Discord said in a serious tone. "I've come to request a collaboration."
"A collaboration?" Hermos asked with a raised brow.
"Yes." Discord nodded. His serious expression not fading for a second. "I don't know how much you've heard about the current state of affairs in the rest of Unity, but I've heard and seen more than enough to know that it can't be allowed to continue any longer." Discord then clenched his fist in frustration. "And despite the power I wield, I can't lift a finger to do anything about it. But if we create this weapon and deliver it to the Elements of Heroism, they can completely turn the tables. So-"
"You need not beg." Hermos raised his hand for silence. "I am not blind to the suffering being inflicted upon Unity's people. As a knight, seeing that self-proclaimed 'hero' sit on the throne of the princesses disgusts me. And the fact that the inheritor of Bahamut's power opposes Blitz Surge only strengthens my reason to help you craft this new weapon. Tell me, did you have a design in mind, or are we going to have to start for scratch?"
"Actually," Discord said with a relieved smile. "I had a rough concept. . . " And with that, the duo began crafting the weapon intended to help tip the scales.

The Everfree Forest
While many people didn't venture too far into the Everfree, it was still very much filled with noise from the creatures that dwelled there. However, the forest air was soon filled with a new, unfamiliar sound. The mechanical march of Blades, and the buzzing hover of the Scouts searching for their targets: The Elements of Heroism. The Blades heads whirred as they scanned the forest, the slightest movement earning an instant investigation. But the robots' unwavering adherence to their directive would soon lead to their undoing. 
A scarlet blur streaked through the trees, and unleashed a volley of energy arrows from their bow! Each arrow piercing through the Scouts' power cores, making them explode! The Blades moved to converge on the figure ambushing them, but a grey blur streaked past them! When the new combatant halted, the Blades fell to the ground in shreds! Their robotic corpses riddled with claw marks!
"Thanks for helping me out with my scouting Fang." Akage said as he holstered his bow. "But I could've handled the rest of those walking tin cans. Not that I'm complaining though. These Lancer scouting parties are becoming more and more annoying."
"Two work faster than one, man." Fang chuckled. "Besides, we need to get back to the castle quick. Burst and Twilight have been working on a strategy that just might gain us some ground. We pull this off, and we'll be one step closer to taking back Castalot."
"Why didn't you lead with that?" Akage smirked. "In that case, I'll race you back! Trees are quicker than the ground!"
"But I'm the faster runner!" Fang grinned as he sprinted towards the Castle of the Two Sisters! Running wild and free like the wolf spirit residing in him!
It wasn't long before the pair arrived at the castle, and joined the rest of the Elements of Heroism alongside the princesses, save for Cadence who had found safe passage back to the Crystal Empire thanks to some of the numerous sympathizers who opposed Blitz Surge's reign. The whole group was clustered around a table that Burst Stream and Twilight Sparkle were standing behind.
"Akage, Fang. Welcome back." Burst greeted with a small smile. "Any trouble?"
"Nope." Akage shook his head. "Fang and I keep taking out the Lancer squads that're sent before they even get close. And with how early we take them out, it keeps our location vague. They know we're in the forest, but they don't know where."
"Not yet at least." Twilight informed them. "But the fact remains, we can't remain on the scale that you guys have been operating on. Which brings us to the plan Burst, and my fellow princesses have drawn up. Celestia, Nightmare Moon, and I escaped from Castalot thanks to the network of mines beneath the city. Every since your little hit-and-run attacks, and our escape, Castalot's been put under a stricter watch. He's got robots patrolling everywhere. Most of the people are scared to go outside due to how heavily policed the city is now. And worst of all, I'm sure you've been monitoring Blitz's broadcasts. I don't think I need to tell you about his planned expansion."
"That's something none of us want to see happen. And even if it does, we're prepared to take the fight to wherever Blitz deploys his forces." Inferno declared with a fiery passion! "There's no way we're letting that creep trash the rest of our land!"
"It's refreshing to see that none of you have lost your fighting spirit." Celestia smiled warmly in response. "But we won't have to worry about Blitz Surge's expansion if we can stop it before it begins. Twilight mentioned the mines under Castalot and how far they connect. At a certain point, we'll split up into smaller teams and teleport to the surface. This piece of information is crucial to our plan of attack, for we plan to use the mines to infiltrate Castalot and fight our way to Lancer headquarters. Once we arrive there, we'll destroy it and leave nothing salvageable behind as it serves as the production facility for the Lancers' robotic forces. Our mission is of great risk, but it is the best chance we have at bringing a swift end to this conflict."
"However, we're not going in without well-warranted caution." Nightmare Moon added. "There's a chance that Blitz isn't as unstable as we assume, and has something waiting for us at Lancer HQ. Which is why those of us proficient in magic will be casting emergency teleport spells on each of us. If one of us gets too hurt to fight, we'll be sent back here to the castle to recover. That way we can avoid capture and being interrogated for information. I don't doubt the resistance any of you have, but we'd all rather not take the risk."
"I'll cast the emergency teleport spells then." Steel Edge stated with a nod. "I had Aether teach me the spell while I was training under him. The only question I have left is: when do we start our mission?"
"We take the fight to Castalot tomorrow." Burst answered before letting out a heavy sigh. "I know what we're doing is risky, but we've fought against seemingly impossible odds before and won. Even if we don't completely succeed in tomorrow's mission, as long as we're still standing, that's another day we can fight back! So fight with all you got tomorrow! And even if we fail, fight just as hard in the battles that follow! Because in the face of Blitz's tyranny, we'll forever scream our defiance! No matter how many times we might get beaten back, we'll never give in! Let's show this wannabe what REAL heroes are made of!"
Everyone gathered at the castle let out a rousing cheer as their morale nearly rose to the heavens itself! The rest of the day before bed was spent in vigorous training as each of the heroes prepared for the battle that inched ever closer by the second! Anticipation of the coming fight made falling asleep, but rest thankfully found them soon. When morning came, everyone going into the fight bolted out of bed and equipped their weapons. One very light breakfast later, and the group initiated a mass teleport to Castalot! Arriving at the mine entrance Celestia and the other princesses used to escape, and immediately darting into it before splitting up into smaller teams with at least one magic caster each to initiate teleporting to the surface!
"Okay. We're in the mines now. Tell us when we hit a good surfacing point." Burst Stream ordered as the group split up into small teams and traveled down different branches of the mines! "Twilight, we good to pop up yet?"
"A little bit farther. . . NOW!" Twilight informed everyone!
Without delay, each of the teams teleported to the surface! Their sudden arrival immediately drawing the attention of any Scouts in the area! It wasn't long before Blades, Guardians, and Valkyries began rushing to meet the heroes head on!
"Trash any of these things that get in the way!" Burst ordered over his communicator as he drew his primary Duelist Arm! "Our main goal is to get to Lancer HQ, and level it to the ground! GO! GO! GO!" 
With the orders clear, each of the heroes set about making their way towards Lancer HQ! Destroying any of the Lancer forces that got in their way! Nightfall was grouped with Arctic Ace and Twilight, the Element of Heart taking down any Valkyrie units that tried to pin them down from above with a quick strident blast from his suit's palm blasters!  Arctic Ace took care of the ground units giving them trouble by freezing the solid with his ice magic before shattering them with a beat of his wings! Twilight was far from excluded as she picked off any Lancer robots behind them with an energy blast from her staff!
Meanwhile, Tyrannus was tearing through the mechs with his bare hands! His brute strength and hardy defense serving him well as he effectively became a walking tank! Trashing any robots in his way before firing out a massive blast of thunder with his magic! Spike and Akage, who'd been grouped with him, were giving him support by taking down any stragglers left after Ty's initial bulldozing! Dark Ice and Shadow were in the air, and currently dealing with a squadron of Valkyries that decided to try and gun them down.
"Hey, Shadow! Let's show these wind-up toys how a real Skyborn flies!" Dark Ice suggested as he and Shadow split up to engage their own enemy squadrons! "C'mon you bucketheads,chase me!" Ice muttered to himself as the Valkyries pursuing him started to catch up! "Perfect!" Ice flared his wings out, and came to a sudden stop in the air! However, the Valkyries weren't so successful in pulling an immediate stop, and their momentum carried them into Ice's striking distance! "GOTCHA!" With a single swing of his claymore, Dark Ice ripped the Valkyries pursing him to shreds! Their wrecks falling to the ground with a clang!
"Time to short circuit these metalheads!" Shadow muttered as he raised his spear to the heavens! "THUNDER FORCE!" Shadow's spear crackled with electricity as he called down a series of thunderbolts to strike down the squadrons of Valkyries and Scouts engaging his friends throughout the city! The defeated robots falling to the ground as scorched wrecks! "How's that for air support?"
"Nice one Shadow!" Fang cheered into his communicator! "Now we just gotta deal with the ground troops!" Fang was currently charging towards a Guardian that was preparing to bring down its hammer! "Venus! Trip this guy up!"
"On it!" Venus Bloomer nodded as he used his whip to wrap around the legs of the Guardian and tugged to get it off balance! "Take it down, Fang!"
"Raugh!" Fang roared as he used his magic to create claw constructs around his hands, and tore off the Guardian's head! Circuits fizzling as the heavy mech fell to the ground with a thud! "C'mon! Let's keep moving!"
"How're you holding up, North?" Steel asked as he slashed apart another group of Blades with his sword! "Too many grunts on you?"
"Nonsense lad!" North chuckled as he used the repulsion mode of his Duelist Arm! "I've got no trouble pushing them back!" As the Blades converged on him, a red scatter blast tore a hole in them and pushed the robot corpses back! "Though they're welcome to try and get closer! It's their funeral!"
"Looks like things are going smoothly so far." Inferno informed Burst through his communicator. "I've melted down any forces in my way with my magic and Duelist Arms, and I'm getting closer to Lancer HQ."
"Great Inferno!" Burst said as he used his Duelist Arm's lightsaber mode to deflect enemy fire and slash them to bits! "Me, Celestia, and Moon are making short work of the troops in our path too! We're also starting to close in on Lancer headquarters!"
"Time to help clear the field." Nightmare Moon smirked as the star glyphs on her lance began to glow as she took to the sky! "STARFALL!"  Nightmare Moon thrust her lance toward the ground, and a barrage of energy blasts shot out from it! Wiping out any Lancer forces blocking their way!
"Thanks, babe!" Burst called out from the ground before powering up his magic! "I've got the next wave! Heh! I just might have to thank Blitz for this huge welcoming party!" Burst unleashed a stream of lightning with his magic! Each bolt snaking its way through the Lancer Robots! Short circuiting and frying them!
"I have the next one." Celestia said calmly, narrowing her eyes in focus as she raised her flaming broadsword! "Solar wave!" Celestia unleashed a large energy slash as she swung her sword! The energy slash ripping through the Lancer forces and incinerating them instantly! "I think your 'brother' wants you to feel special."
"Yeah." Burst nodded as he briefly thought about his parents currently in the city. "It's strange. In some ways, this is kind of a family reunion. But there'll be time for reunions later. Let's move!"
As Burst Stream continued his advance, a figure in a brown cloak watched from the rooftops, intently observing the course of the battle. However, the figure's focus was almost completely on Burst!
"This battle will be the tipping point." The figure said to himself, watching Burst blast and slash through more robots. His gaze briefly switching to Lancer headquarters and Castalot Castle. "The outcome of here will determine the course of events for the rest of the conflict. And whether or not my intervention will be necessary." And so, the figure continued to observe the battle.
Before long, all the teams had arrived at Lancer headquarters! Wasting no time, Tyrannus busted the main gate down and the heroes charged inside! But to their shock, they saw the place was nearly empty save for a few experimental units that were being developed and a small force of standard units left behind to guard the building.
"This place. . . something's not right." Steel Edge muttered to himself. "There should've been way more forces since this is the assembly line for the Lancers' troops."
"Maybe we they scrambled most of their forces to intercept us when he infiltrated?" Akage suggested.
"If they did, we would've encountered a lot more resistance." Twilight countered. "Not to mention, we'd be a lot more exhausted upon arrival."
"I've got a bad feeling about this. . . " Burst muttered to himself as a screen lowered from the ceiling and flickered to life! Displaying Blitz Surge's face! "And it just got worse."
"Greetings, brother. And to your friends and precious princesses as well." Blitz said with a sneer as he looked down on them. "So sorry to disappoint you, but you won't find the grand army I've had constructed lying around here. I knew you and your pathetic band of pretend heroes would grow bolder sooner or later. It also stood to reason that with the princesses by your side, you'd try and strike a decisive blow at me where you would inflict the most damage. But sadly for you, your little plan actually played out in my favor. The troops I've planned on sending to the rest of Unity have been in construction ever since I seized control. While your little raids against me have definitely drawn my ire for humiliating me in public, they have not been of much hindrance to my design. Not only are my expansion troops complete, but they've already been deployed. This facility has served its purpose."
"That doesn't matter!" Burst spat! "As long as we're here, we can still get to you! If we stop you, then we can take care of the rest of your forces! All we need to do is blow this place, and take the fight to you at the castle!"
"You wound me, brother." Blitz chuckled. "I went through so much trouble for your return home that I left a special present for you here. And you'd be so rude as to leave without accepting it? Well then, I suppose I'll just unwrap it myself." Blitz pressed a remote control, and a section of the floor began to split apart as a massive robot rose from beneath the Lancers' base! One of its arms was a massive cannon, and it was designed to look like a gigantic knight! "Behold! The Executor! This unit is the only one of its kind. I had Hax construct it to eliminate only the most dangerous of our enemies! And no enemy is more deadly than you, brother!"
"SCATTER!" Burst shouted as the Executor lumbered forward! "Keep moving and try to keep you distance! It might be slow, but it's packing some serious firepower!"
Each of the combatants took Burst's suggestion to heart with some taking to the air, but hatches along the Executor's body popped open and shot out volleys of missles! Any fighters above the ground were soon desperately trying to avoid the barrage of projectiles from the Executor! The gigantic mech powering up its cannon as it lumbered forward!
"Jeez! Blitz wasn't joking when he said this thing was saved for the toughest enemies!" Nightfall complained as he fired a laser stream from his End Wing jetpack! "It figures that Hax took more care in developing this thing!"
"Big deal!" Tyrannus called out as he charged at the Executor! Flying right at the gigantic mech! "That just means we've gotta hit this thing harder than it hits us!" And Ty hit the Executor as hard as he could! Sending the mech crashing backwards into the rear wall! "Now that it's down, time to take it out!" Ty powered up his magic, and unleashed a massive blast of thunder! But when the blast made contact, it suddenly shot right back at Ty! "AGH!"
"Ty!" Steel cried out as he landed and rushed to his friend's side! "Nightfall! Can you give us a readout of that thing?!"
"Been scanning since the fight started!" Nightfall informed as he hovered in front of the Executor and read over the data displayed on his helmet's display. His eyes growing wide with shock! "Oh man! This thing's got a magic reflector unit! Basically, whatever magic attacks are hurled at this thing get dished back at the casters!"
"Meaning if I used my white lightning overdrive, I'd be wiping myself out!" Burst Stream said in horror at this revelation! "Nightfall! Anything else we need to know?"
"Yeah. It's got more than missiles and that big cannon!" Nightfall answered as the Executor slowly staggered to its feet! "It has shockwave generators in its legs, and an arm blade in its right arm! Crap! Combine that with how heavily armored it is, and it's got pretty much all its bases covered! Even some of our weapons that can pierce armor would be little more than pinpricks to it!" The Element of Heart's eyes widened as he saw a glow emitting from the Executor's cannon arm! "Oh no! Everyone, we've gotta try and get clear! It's charging its cannon!"
"I'll keep it occupied!" Steel declared as he used the Blade Charge technique on his sword! Creating a silver blade construct that engulfed the blade of his sword! "Let's see how good this thing is in a sword fight!"
The Executor flicked its wrist in response, and a gigantic blade extended from its right arm! The titanic mech crossing blades with Steel before stomping to let out a shockwave that disoriented all the ground combatants! Those with wings took to the air to avoid the shockwave, but were quickly grounded by missiles! However, the Executor needed to raise its feet so it could stomp them to release shockwaves. And this gave Arctic Ace an idea.
"Hey Inferno!" Ace called out. "How about we get this thing to stay still?"
"I gotcha, Ace!" Inferno smirked. "You freeze it's right leg, and I'll give the left one a hot foot! Let's go!"
The avatars of Wisdom and Potential flew at the legs of the Executor! Arctic Ace using ice magic to freeze the right leg while Inferno used his fire magic to heat the Executor's left foot! Both of them thankful that Steel was keeping the Executor busy in their clash of swords! 
"All done on my end!" Arctic Ace shouted as he broke away from the Executor and peppered it with icicles conjured by his magic! "Inferno, get out of there quick! My ice won't hold forever!"
"I know!" Inferno called out as he cut off the jet of flame he was using to heat the Executor's left foot, and drew his mechanical sword! Pulling the throttle to ignite the sword's blade! "Which is why I'm using my sword as a welding tool!" Inferno ran around the Executor's left foot while running his sword against the heated foot! Welding the Executor's foot to the floor! "Now to solidify my work!" Inferno beat his wings fiercely to cool the welding! "C'mon, work!"
"Alright you overgrown action figure!" Steel Edge growled as he blocked the Executor's arm blade with his shield! "Let's see how tough you are without your accessories!" And Steel Edge brought his blade down on the Executor's own! Shattering the giant mech's blade and staggering it! "Pull back Inferno! Unless you want that thing to knock you aside!"
"Got it! My job's done anyway!" Inferno smirked as he flew back to the others who had clustered together! "Now let's see how tough this thing is when it's immobile!"
The Executor tried to advance, but found its legs rooted in place thanks to the efforts of Inferno and Ace! While it was able to crack the ice around its right leg slightly, it found that its left leg was immovable! With some greater effort, the Executor managed to free its right leg from Ace's ice! However, this made the robot unstable as it fell forward soon afterward freeing its leg! The sudden shift breaking off half the left leg as it fell! But while it may have been slightly incapacitated, the Executor refused to yield! It propped itself up on its right arm, and aimed its cannon right at the heroes, the weapon almost fully charged!
"Dammit, this thing's relentless!" Spike grumbled! "How're we gonna avoid that thing's blast!"
"We won't, Spike." Burst Stream declared as he stepped forward, and drew his spare blaster along with returning his primary Duelist Arm to its blaster mode! "The rest of you stay back! I've got a real bad idea!"
"What are you-No!" Nightmare Moon protested! "Burst, you can't be serious!"
"It's our best chance!" Burst Stream countered as he spread his dragon wings! "Besides, we don't have time to debate this!" 
Burst flew towards the Executor's cannon, and landed on the inside of the barrel! Aiming his fully charged blasters right at the gathering energy at the weapon's core, and firing away before immediately flying out the way he came! The cannon starting to shake and rumble from Burst firing at the weapon's core! Right as Burst got out of the cannon's barrel, the cannon violently exploded! Taking out the Executor's entire left arm! However, the Executor still persisted despite only having one arm left as it crawled toward the heroes!
"Figures Blitz would save the sturdier bots to deal with me." Burst muttered. "Time to end this!" Burst converted his primary weapon back into its lightsaber mode! "DRAGON STRIKE!" An energy projection in the shape of a dragon shot out as Burst swung his sword down! The dragon let out a mighty roar as it ripped through the Executor, rupturing the robot's core and causing an explosion that decimated what remained of it while leveling a good portion of Lancer HQ!
"Mission. . . mostly accomplished." Burst huffed as he prepared to holster his weapon. However, his dragon instinct started going off like crazy as the smoke began to clear! Burst immediately raised his Duelist Arm to block the blade of a familiar katana! "I figured you would've showed up sooner or later."
"As if I'd deny myself the pleasure of ending you personally." Blitz Surge growled as he leaped back. "I knew that worthless piece of scrap wouldn't be able to stop you. Especially with all of your friends behind you. But whatever plans you had on stopping my troops before they reach Cloudsdale, Mainhattan, and Appleoosa? They stop here. And beyond those locations, we shall also march on the Crystal Empire! For too long you have threatened the peace and order I've brought about! Today you shall all face JUSTICE!"
"Peace without freedom is nothing more than tyranny, Blitz Surge." Burst Stream countered! "And freedom is the right of all sentient beings!"
"A worthless pretend hero like you is unfit to quote those greater than himself!" Blitz screamed as he unleashed a harmony attack that Burst blocked! The sound of their blades clashing resembling the roar of a storm! "You may have destroyed my old base, but it hardly matters! The remaining forces stationed here in Castalot are marching towards here as we speak! You will fall here, my reign shall expand, and the true son of Aether will rise!"
"You think dad would be proud of what you've done?!" Burst Stream spat as he countered each of Blitz's strikes! "He would be horrified and disgusted with what you've been doing! What would your mom think of you?!"
"Don't you see?! ALL OF THIS IS FOR HER AND FATHER!" Blitz screamed as his swings increased in ferocity! "Once father recognizes me as his one true son, he will leave that wench you call a mother and come back to my mother! And with you dead, he will have no choice but to accept me as his child and true successor!"
"You're insane. . . " Burst said in horror! "What you're doing is wrong Blitz! Your mom wouldn't want this! Can't you see that?!"
"SILENCE!" Blitz roared as he unleashed a harmony attack that nearly sent Burst flying! A malicious smile as he saw the other heroes engaging the Lancer forces that had arrived on the scene before looking down at the recovering Burst Stream! "I've been looking forward to this. It's over, Burst Stream!"
"NOT TODAY!" A new voice called out! All the combatants froze in their tracks as they tried to find the source of the voice! They found it as soon as they looked towards the top of the gate to Lancer HQ! It was the same figure  who had been observing the heroes' charge into the city! The figure's hands cloaked in a brilliant white magical aura as they raised them to the sky! "SACRED ARROW SHOWER!"
A rain of arrows made of light fell from the heavens! The arrows avoiding the heroes completely, and striking down the Lancer forces! Nodding in satisfaction, the cloaked figure leaped down from his perch, and landed between Blitz Surge and Burst Stream! Reaching into his cloak, the figure pulled out what looked like a hilt, and pressed a button on it! A brilliant white blade igniting from the hilt!
"Who are you?" Blitz Surge growled as he gripped his katana! "If you dare to stand against me, then you are an enemy of justice and harmony!"
Blitz charged at the figure, but the figure quickly side-stepped and struck at Blitz so fast he almost couldn't block! Not only was the figure quicker than Blitz, but he also struck with more force! And since the blade of his weapon was weightless, the figure had to put less effort into his strikes! Before long, Blitz Surge was sporting burns from where the figure had managed to cut at him!
"You are wrong, Blitz Surge. Your 'justice' is one that only serves yourself instead of those around you." The figure said as they maintained a defensive stance! "But if you're so unwilling to hear the truth from your brother. . . " The figure cast aside their cloak to reveal their true appearance! Both Burst Stream and Blitz Surge were shocked at the reveal of the figure! It was Aether Stream! The legendary Avatar of Heroism himself clad in armor that made him look like the white knight so often depicted in stories! "Then perhaps it's best you hear it from your old man himself."
"Dad. . . " Burst said in awe.
"Father. . . " Blitz said in shock. "Father. . . why? Why do you defend that false, that unworthy son? Why do you raise your weapon against me?! Your son?! Everything I've worked for, all I've done, it was all to prove myself to you!"
"Because what you're doing is wrong." Aether answered sternly with a sad look in his eyes. "If you wanted to make me proud of you, you should have lived your own life instead of desperately attempting to insert me back into it. Your actions have served no one but yourself. As does the 'justice' you claim to bring. You are no hero."
"No. . . NO. . . NO! YOU LIE" Blitz screamed as he pointed at Burst Stream! "You. . . YOU! THIS IS ALL YOUR FAULT! IF YOU HAD JUST DIED IN THE EVERFREE FOREST WHEN I'D AMBUSHED YOU, NONE OF THIS WOULD BE HAPPENING!"
"It seems you are far beyond reasoning." Aether sighed. "I won't kill you, Blitz Surge. But I WILL protect my son!"
"You don't need to worry about me, Dad!" Burst replied as he got to his feet and reignited his saber! "Besides, I've gotta keep this guy off my friends! So like it or not, you've got me at your side in this fight!"
"Speaking of your friends," Aether said as he used his magic to open up a portal to the Castle of the Two Sisters! Before calling out to the others! "Go through the portal! It'll take you back to your base! My son and I will handle the tyrant!"
The other heroes nodded as they stepped through the portal to return to their base! Meanwhile, Burst and Aether clashed with Blitz Surge! Father and son fighting together against the tyrant who'd seized Castalot and was now working on expanding his reign! Once they saw that the others had escaped, Burst and Aether broke off their attacks and flew through the portal and quickly closing it behind them! All Blitz could do in response was rage at the empty air! However, an idea soon came to the Lancer leader as he teleported to his mother's house.
"Blitz?" Abyss asked as she was surprised by her son's sudden arrival! "What are you doing here?! What happened to you?!"
"Father has turned against me. He and Burst Stream together are too formidable." Blitz frowned. "However, there's an easy way to overcome their combined might. Where is the absorption spell?! Once I cast it on myself, and use the power of harmony on myself, I will gain greater power and control over harmony than ever before! Help me, mother! Give me the strength I require for justice to triumph!"
"I. . . I . . " Abyss paused as she looked at Blitz Surge, her face frozen as she reflected upon all that had unfolded. First, Blitz had tried to kill Burst Stream in the Everfree Forest. Then he had stolen the power of harmony from the Tree of Harmony. A power that he had no right to wield. He overthrew the princesses and took over the kingdom while ruling the people with fear. And worst of all, he manipulated and toyed with the heart of Princess Luna. While Abyss may have not had a lasting relationship with Aether, she had let him go because he wanted her to be happy and had been honest with his feelings towards her. To see her son do something to cruel and heartless rocked Abyss to her core. As Abyss put things together, she arrived at a truth she never wanted to believe: Her son was turning into a monster. ". . . No."
"What?" Blitz asked in disbelief. "Why not?!"
"Because the power of harmony is unstable in your hands!" Abyss answered with tearful eyes! "It wasn't meant to be used the way you wield it! It was a mistake to even let you attempt to absorb it!"
"You too. . . " Blitz said quietly as his hands clenched into fists. "You've turned against me too. . . "
"Blitz, I swear! I say this because I love you!" Abyss pleaded! "Stop all this madness now! I don't need to have Aether in my life! I have you! And," Abyss's fingers brushed against the necklace that emotionally linked her to Narico. "I have a new love in my life. One that fills my heart."
"You. . . how dare you!" Blitz screamed as he stomped toward Abyss fully intent on strangling her! "HOW DARE YOU BETRAY FATHER?! PERHAPS FATHER WILL ACCEPT ME AFTER I PUNISH YOU FOR BEING UNFAITHFUL TO HIM!"
'NARICO!' Abyss mentally screamed as she braced for impact, and clutched the necklace Narico gave her! The necklace glowing bright in response to her emotions! But when Abyss opened her eyes, she discovered that no contact had been made as Narico teleported in front of her to intercept Blitz!
"Don't you lay a finger on her!" Narico hissed as he kicked away Blitz Surge! "Abyss! Are you alright?! I came as soon as I sensed you were scared!" Narico pointed to the necklace around Abyss's neck. It was glowing bright green.
"I'm fine now." Abyss nodded. "But now, we should leave! Just. . . just take me far away from here." 
"I'm on it." Narico nodded in response before teleporting them away in a flash of green fire!
When Blitz recovered, he looked to see no one in the house. His anger so great that he could not even scream, and he had no need to since it practically manifested as an aura around him. And so, the "hero" set about tearing the house apart in search of his query.
Back at the Castle of the Two Sisters, the heroes had arrived safely. Each of them thankful to have made it back in one piece as they rested from their hard fought battle. But among their number, none were more relieved than Burst Stream.
"It's great you came by to help us Dad." Burst said with a smile. "But, how did you know where we were? And why do you have a lightsaber? Is it a lightsaber?"
"I've been watching the conflict between you and Blitz Surge for a long time, son." Aether answered with a fatherly smile. "I knew that the tipping point would come sooner or later, and that the conflict would escalate from there. Today just happened to be that day. And yes, Burst, my weapon is a lightsaber. Named after one of my pupils that I instructed during my long life. But that's a story for another time. But more importantly, I've come because we have a world to save. And I will give you all the help I can. I trust you've seen your 'brother' make announcements of his planned expansion?"
"Yeah." Burst nodded. "We heard it right from his mouth when he sicked that robot on us. He's spreading his forces to the main settlements located within the kingdom. By asserting his control over them, along with the capitol, he'd solidify his rule. He even plans on attacking the Crystal Empire!"
"Not if we decimate the forces after they arrive." Aether stated. "However, we can't have all our forces deploy in a single location at once. We will need to divide and conquer. And given the fact that some of our ranks are Avatars, we can most certainly do just that."
"Then you'll need some tools to help with the job." Discord's voice said as the lord of chaos popped into existence with Hermos in tow. "Luckily, we come bearing gifts."
"Greetings to you, inheritor of Bahamut's power." Hermos said with a bow. "And to your friends as well." Hermos's eyes widened when he saw Aether among them! "It has been some time, friend. I've not had the chance to properly thank you for liberating the Duelist Arms from Starswirl's clutches."
"Thank me after Unity is freed." Aether smiled. "I believe you've come with some items we'll be needing?"
"Ah yes. For Arctic Ace, Tyrannus Rex, and Fang." Hermos said as he handed the avatars of wisdom, tolerance, and determination their Duelist Arms! "Ace, I give you this new Duelist Arm. I forged it out of the weapons my comrades and I were trapped in. It may look like a simple snowflake talisman, but it can change to whatever weapon you picture. A sword, a shield, a spear, claws, even a cannon! As for Tyrannus and Fang, your Duelist Arms have evolved. Ty, your cannon has turned into a weapon I've dubbed a shield magnum. The blaster portion is hidden by the shield, and the shield can absorb attacks directed at you, and use the absorbed attacks to amplify the magnum's firepower. I think you'll be pleased to see it keeps with your dinosaur theme. Fang, your gauntlet has evolved into a full set of gauntlets and greaves. Wearing them shall boost your speed and strength."
"But that's not all." Discord said as he handed a box to Burst Stream. "Inside is a weapon that will serve you well in the coming battles. Hermos and I developed it together for you specifically to use in the coming battles. But in all honesty, I'd recommend saving it for when you lead the siege to take back Castalot and bring that barrier crashing down alongside Blitz Surge's plans."
"Why help us, Discord?" Burst asked as he cautiously accepted the box containing the new weapon. "I didn't think you'd take interest in our struggle. Or maybe you'd just lay back and enjoy the chaos from all the battles."
"Because. . . I want to be a better friend." Discord said sadly. "I betrayed your trust. For the second time, it seemed like my selfish actions led to someone meeting their end. I. . . never truly had friends before. Never knew what it was like to place your trust in others and enjoy their company. And when I did, I threw it away almost instantly. What I did in the past can't be erased or overlooked. If none of you ever decide to forgive me, I can understand that I deserve it. But please, for Faust's sake, please let me do just one thing right. Let me be a REAL friend for just once."
". . . You already are, Discord." Burst said with a small smile. "The fact you took the time to put thought into how you could best help us is proof enough."
"Thank you." Discord said with a relieved smile as he vanished in a swirl of darkness back to his home dimension.
"I wish the best of luck to all of you." Hermos said with a bow. "May you be victorious in the battles yet to come!" And with that, the dragon knight flew off back towards his homeland!
"Well, the good news is that we've got more tools to get the job done." Inferno sighed soon after stating the positive. "But the downside is that reuniting with the girls just got pushed back even farther." Those of the Elements of Heroism who were still separate from their girlfriends looked to the ground in sadness.
"How about we come to you instead, darling?" A familiar voice called out from the doorway! All of the guys instantly perked up at the new voice, and stared in disbelief at the figures coming in from the doorway! It was the rest of the Main 6 with Rarity at the front of the group. A ladylike smile on her face as she stared lovingly at Inferno. "We're sorry to have kept you all waiting."
"RARITY!" Inferno cried out in joy as he rushed to his fiancee's side! "What're you doing here? I thought you and the rest of the girls were holed up Unityville! Blitz had that place guarded like a prison! How did you all escape?!"
"Your little raid on Lancer HQ got a lot of coverage." Rainbow Dash said as she flew up to Steel and leaned against him. "Blitz got so stuck on dealing with you guys that he also had the forces he stationed in Unityville pull back to Castalot to try and handle all of you. So while they closed in on you, we snuck out of town. Gotta say though, trying to teleport to Sweet Apple Acres did not pan out the first time. But eventually, we were able to get together before the Lancer forces could come back. Fluttershy made it out with the least difficulty since she lives on the edge of town and is the most unassuming of us."
"I was starting to go through snuggle withdrawal." Fluttershy stated simply as she latched onto Tyrannus. Mercilessly nuzzling against the gentle giant.
"Uh, not to ruin the moment, but you girls are also making the news." Nightfall Silver said as he brought his computer over to the group, and turned up the volume so they could hear the broadcast. "See?"
"It has come to my attention that the remaining bearers of the Elements of Harmony have escaped from Unityville." Blitz Surge addressed all of Unity! An angry expression on his face! "I know not where they are, but I can only assume that they have fled to anywhere besides Unityville. And with the Elements of Heroism still roaming free, our entire kingdom is in peril! Possibly even more since the former bearers of harmony have likely joined forces with them! Therefore, I have decided to inform you of the immediate deployment of Lancer Troops to Appleoosa, Cloudsdale, and Mainhattan! Effective immediately! Each region shall be headed by one of my commanders respectively: Garble, Lightning Dust, and Lance Slayer! The previous attacks by the Elements of Heroism against our kingdom have forced my hand to greatly accelerate production of our troops, but know that our kingdom will be protected! However, my expansion is not merely for the sake of defeating our enemy. For I have sent Nova Flare to the Crystal Empire with troops on a mission of mercy to provide security for a people who have suffered fear for far too long.  To the former bearers of harmony, I say this: You shame yourselves by allying with false heroes, and have cemented yourselves as failures alongside the escaped unworthy excuses for rulers that are the princesses! When you next oppose m-. . . US, justice will prevail!" Throughout the broadcast, the boos of the crowd could be heard directed in full force towards him!
"I think that's enough TV for tonight." Aether said with a frown. "Nightfall, shut it off. Please."
"Don't have to tell me twice." Nightfall nodded as he powered down his computer. "Glad to know that the people aren't on his side."
"Yeah. But I think that little announcement hit us in the gut a bit." Twilight sighed. "Especially since we know the full extent of Blitz's expansion and how far ahead of us he was."
"Twilight, there's no way we could've known." Celestia comforted her former pupil. "This is something Blitz has been working on under our noses."
"Besides, there's no point in moping over what's happened already. But what we CAN do is figure out what to do next." Burst Stream informed the assembled heroes. "You forget, we've got two teams of elements now and a good number of us are Avatars. All we've gotta do is modify our initial plan a bit. We'll all split up into smaller teams, and take the fight to Blitz's forces! They've got numbers, but we've got skill, strength, and we're a real team! We might've lost the battle, but the war's far from over! Let's show Blitz what happens when you mess with our home! HEROES TO THE CORE!"
"HEROES TO THE CORE!" Everyone cheered!
"Get some rest everyone. It's been a long day, and you've all earned it with what you've all been through." Aether said with a fatherly smile.
"You know Dad?" Burst said with a hopeful smile as he watched each of his friends couple with their respective girlfriends. His gaze lingering on Celestia and Nightmare Moon briefly. "I think our odds got a whole lot better. Because now, we've got a lot of good reasons to fight even harder."
"Son," Aether said as he put a hand on Burst's shoulder. "Keep that hope alive. It's a power that's stronger than the likes of Blitz could ever hope to comprehend."
"I will Dad." Burst smiled as he headed off to bed. "Good night."
"I know you will, son." Aether said with a proud smile. 'Soon, Burst. Your time will come.'

	
		Episode 21: Assault on Appleoosa



To say things were getting rowdy would be an understatement. Ever since Blitz had taken over Castalot, the whole rest of Unity had been readying their defenses in an effort to resist the so-called hero's rule. Deep inside, they knew that they wouldn't stand much of a chance since the Lancer forces were solely robotic save for their commanders. How could they honestly hope to match enemies who didn't feel pain or exhaustion? Despite this fact, the pockets of resistance refused to simply go down without a fight. And none were more willing to put up a fight than the people of Appleoosa.
"Sheriff Silverstar?" A nervous deputy gulped as his eyes nervously peered out toward the horizon.
"I know, son." Silverstar said with a steely gaze as he looked at the horizon. "I can practically hear those tin cans marching towards us right now. To be honest, I'm feelin' a little skittish myself. But I'd rather go out guns-a-blazin' than hide like a coward."
"A sentiment I greatly respect, sheriff." Chief Strongheart said as he joined the sheriff's side. "This land is our home as well as yours. My people and I refuse to let it be taken by a tyrant who stole a mantle he never earned." The chief of the buffalo tribe patting his club proudly
"Much obliged, chief." Silverstar said with a small smile as he gave his six-shooter caster pistol a spin. "Better address the troops. They could use something to get 'em fired up." And with that, the sheriff of Appleoosa approached a podium at the town square. "Listen up everybody! Any minute now, the Lancers are gonna come knockin' on our door. And when they do, we'll give 'em the boot! If that varmint thinks we're gonna take what he did to our princesses quietly, he's sorely mistaken! So when his wind-up soldiers come marching in, give 'em Tartarus! If we go down, then we go down fightin'!" A rousing cheer came from the makeshift posse and buffalo tribe warriors that had gathered! "Everybody in battle formations!"
All the combatants remained still as they anticipated their coming enemy. And as they knew it would, the wind carried the sound of mechanical footsteps marching ever closer. Sure enough, the Lancer army peaked over the horizon. The robotic troops' optics glowing menacingly as they advanced.
"Alright, LET 'EM HAVE IT!" Silverstar cried out as the gathered combatants charged forward at the Lancer forces!  But despite their brave efforts, the resistance fighters were hopelessly outclassed. As they ran out to meet their enemy, Valkyrie units fired at them from above! Causing any resistance members unlucky enough to get caught in the crossfire to scatter! Be it from laser blasts or micro-missiles, or the shockwaves sent out by the heavier of the Lancer units, the resistance forces were faring poorly in the battle.
"How you holdin' up, chief?" Silverstar asked as he pulled back the hammer of his caster pistol to change the spell it fired. "I can only get off six shots per spell before my caster needs to cool down!"
"Despite my strength, fighting these machines is like attempting to move a mountain!" Chief Strongheart grunted as he bashed away a Guardian unit and sent it crashing into a squad of Blades! "For every one we strike down, the rest never cease their advance!"
"Plus, we're sitting ducks thanks to those Valkyrie units!" Braeburn added as he narrowly dodged the sword of a Blade! "I don't know about everyone else, but Ah've been praying for some kinda cavalry to show up in this fight!"
Then, as if to answer Braeburn's desperate plea, six pillars of white light shot down onto the battlefield! When the light faded, it revealed that Tyrannus Rex, Applejack, Fluttershy, Magnet North, Pinkie Pie, and Starlight Glimmer had arrived!
"Alright everyone!" Ty cried out! "Send these tinkertoys to the scrapheap!"
"TALLY HO!" Magnet North cried out as he ran forward into the fray! Using his shot-blaster to wipe out entire squads of Blades at once! "Care to join me, love?"
"Well, if yer offerin'. . . " Applejack smirked as she drew her twin crossbows! "COME AN' GET IT YA VARMINTS!"
"Well, you prayed to the gods for help Braeburn." Silverstar whistled as he saw Ty tearing his way through the Lancer units and Pinkie Pie using magical balloon constructs that exploded upon contact with the enemy! "Two of 'em answered you."
"That's nice." Braeburn nodded as he made use of his Earthbound strength to kick away and stagger a Guardian. "But what're we gonna do about the buzzards circling above us?"
"Psssh! I can take care of that easy!" Pinkie Pie waved off Braeburn's worries with her trademark smile. Whipping out what looked like a bazooka! "Don't those silly Valkyries know it's dangerous to fly in the middle of a fireworks show?" Pinkie then fired a cluster of rockets out from her bazooka that exploded into fire works in the air! Rendering some of the Valkyrie units that were unfortunate enough not to dodge smoldering wrecks! "Better get anyone injured over to Fluttershy. She'll fix 'em right up! Now if you'll excuse me," Pinkie then pulled out her yo-yo. "I've got a few tricks to test out on our massive audience. Toodles!" And with that, the Avatar of Laughter threw herself into the middle of the melee!
Meanwhile, Starlight was helping Fluttershy tend to the wounded. However, it was proving to be difficult for them as they were constantly being harassed by Lancer units. At Ty's suggestion, Starlight put up a shield with her magic to help protect the wounded.
'I haven't had much practice using magic in combat, so here's where I can do the most good!' Starlight thought with a determined look on her face as she maintained the shield. 'This would go so much faster if I helped Fluttershy with the healing spells I know, but I didn't have to to modify this shield spell so that it didn't require my concentration to maintain!' Starlight flinched as Lancer robots converged on her position and hammered away at the shield in the hopes of breaking it down! "Ugh! These tinker toys are so annoying!"
"I'm sorry I can't go faster!" Fluttershy nervously chirped as she used her healing staff to restore the resistance fighters to fighting shape. "But I don't think we need to worry about the aerial units much longer."
As soon as Fluttershy spoke, a massive thunderbolt came down on the Valkyrie units swarming the skies! The robots reduced to scrap metal from the thunder striking them! Ty smirked as he blasted apart more Lancer robots with his shield-magnum in one hand, and blasting them with thunder spells with his other hand! The Avatar of Tolerance noticed that the resistance fighters were having difficulty with the heavy units of the Lancer forces, and decided to deliver a little divine assistance. Using a mere fraction of his strength, Ty stomped the ground and sent out a quake that staggered the heavy Lancer units long enough for the resistance forces to topple them and make shot work of brutish bots! However, a new arrival soon caught Ty's attention. Something was crawling over the horizon towards the battlefield. Something BIG. And Garble was riding atop said something with an arrogant smile on his face. Meanwhile, Applejack and North were helping out another group facing off some of the more basic Lancer units. 
"Say Applejack. Think we can count all these bouts we've been in as dates?" Magnet North joked as he blasted apart some Blades! "Because I think we could stand to do something new!"
"Date plans AFTER we finish off these walking trash cans." Applejack lightly scolded her boyfriend. A slight blush on her face as she thought of having some time alone with Magnet North after they successfully defended Appleoosa. However, she was snapped out of her imaginings as she saw a Guardian about to hammer North! "Oh no you don't!" Using her Earthbound strength, Applejack managed to hold back the Guardian's hammer! 
"Ah'm not lettin' you turn my man into a pancake! HRRAUUGH!" With all of her strength, Applejack lifted the Guardian and slammed it hard into the ground! Finishing it off with an energy bolt from her crossbow! "And stay down!"
". . . My hero." Magnet North said with a loving smile at Applejack's display of strength and love for him. "I swear lass, I NEED to marry you someday!" But before the Element of Nobility could get back into the fight, the sound of the ground rumbling made all the combatants freeze!
Mere moments later, the source of the rumbling came into view. Rolling up to the battlefield was gigantic cannon on tank treads. And riding atop it was Garble with his usual cocky, arrogant smirk. All of the Lancer units instantly broke off their attacks and assembled around Garble and the cannon. Flanking the dragon Lancer's left and right.
"Alright, losers! Hope you're listening!" Garble barked as he stood up and sneered down at the resistance fighters who'd fought against his troops' assault and the element members that had arrived to assist them. "I'm gonna make why I'm here real simple. See this bad boy I'm on? It's a sweet new toy that Hax helped develop for us Lancers, and he's just been DYING to see it in action! So I figured, what better test drive for it than leveling some no-name dirt town that nobody would miss?"
"This is just like him." Ty muttered as he glared at Garble. "If he'd have won the Gauntlet of Fire, he'd have tried to torch Unity and steal everything whatever he wanted. Then again, he wouldn't have gotten very far with me and the other guys taking him on. And from what Spike told us, he only got farther in the gauntlet because he tailed him and Ember. He's just a weakling like all bullies are. I wouldn't put it past him to hold the town hostage."
"But, hey. I'm a nice guy." Garble chuckled maliciously. "So, if you idiots decide to be smart and give up, I'll find someplace else to test drive my new toy somewhere else. We got a deal?"
"You can take your offer and shove it!" Starlight snapped as she felt something explode within her! To everyone's shock, her magical aura began to shine brighter than it ever had before! "There's no way we're letting someone like Blitz Surge dig his claws into our land any further! WE'LL TAKE BACK OUR HOME EVEN IF IT KILLS US!"
"Y'know, you're starting to get me in a bad mood." Garble growled. "Snap at me again, and I just might decide to test out my new toy without waiting! Once all these losers are homeless, it'll be on YOUR head!"
"TRY IT JERK!" Starlight screamed as her magical aura exploded into a radiant light! Most of the people bearing witness had to shield their eyes from the brightness! It was like a star was shining right in front of them! And with a defiant cry, Starlight poured even more magical power into her shield spell! The shield now expanding so that it covered the heroes and guarded Appleoosa from the cannon! "I WON'T LET YOU DO IT!"
"Grrr! FINE THEN!" Garble snapped as he slammed his fist on the cannon's charging button! "JUST KNOW THAT THIS IS YOUR FAULT!" Within seconds, the cannon began to hum to life! As its mechanisms whirred to life, energy gathered into the cannon's barrel! A bright yellow light forming as the cannon prepared to fulfill its purpose! Once the energy hit its peak, a massive orb of yellow light was sitting at the cannon's mouth! Wasting no time, Garble hammered the fire button! "TAKE THIS!"
A split second latter, an enormous energy blast was sent roaring out of the cannon towards Starlight's shield spell! A blinding light was emitted when the cannon's blast collided against Starlight's shield spell, and the ground quaked beneath everyone as the collision's vibrations rocked the land! When the smoke cleared, Starlight's shield was still intact! Garble frowned, and attempted to charge the cannon again. Only to receive a notice alarm that the cannon was out of power.
"Piece of junk!" Garble grumbled before addressing the resistance and the heroes. "You all got lucky that this sucker's out of power for now, but mark my words! Come tomorrow, you'd all better pack your bags because this whole place is getting wiped off the map!" And with that, Garble withdrew his forces along with the cannon.
As the Lancer forces broke off their attack for now, the resistance in Appleoosa let out a collective sigh of relief as they began to rush their wounded back into town so they could be properly attended to. Fluttershy may have taken care of a good number of them, but a little extra medical help could go a long way. However, the elements members lingered on the now vacant battlefield to see how Starlight was holding up. When they approached her, they could've sworn the irises of her eyes were swirling like galaxies.
"Um, Starlight?" Fluttershy asked nervously. "You can drop the shield now."
"H-Huh?" Starlight stuttered as her eyes returned to normal and she cut off her magic. "So. . . Appleoosa's still standing? That's. . . good. . . " Starlight had an exhausted smile as she began to fall towards the ground! Thankfully, Applejack caught her before she could make contact.
"Easy there sugarcube. We gotcha." Applejack said as Magnet North helped prop up Starlight. "We'll get her into town so she can rest up. After that, we'll meet up with Sheriff Silverstar and Chief Strongheart. Something's gotta be done about that cannon."
"I couldn't agree more." Ty said with a nod as he and Fluttershy followed the trio back into town. "But I've got something in mind already."
"What do you plan on doing, Ty?" Fluttershy asked.
"Let's just say I'll get to show off what my Duelist Arm can really do." Ty smiled. "Just smiting that cannon with a thunder spell wouldn't have as much of an impact. Besides, I'm more of a defender or guardian than a brute. But I'll show that bully that tanks don't just take hits. They dish them back twice as hard."
After dropping Starlight off at the hospital, the element members met with Sheriff Silverstar and Chief Strongheart to discuss how to deal with Garble's cannon. 
"We can't thank you enough for savin' our hides back there." Silverstar said as he removed his hat for a quick bow of respect and gratitude. "All of us were holdin' onto some hope since we never heard any news about either of the elements gettin' nabbed. And now, here some of you are helping us take back our home!"
"Indeed." Chief Strongheart nodded. "Though we have more urgent concerns at the moment. More specifically, that cannon which posses the power to lay waste to all of Appleoosa. This land is our shared home. And to lose it would be more painful than any wound suffered in battle."
"I understand your worries." Ty assured the two leaders. "But there's no need to panic. When tomorrow comes, the cannon will be dealt with. I'll make sure of that."
"Planning on throwing a monkey wrench into their plans, are we?" Magnet North chuckled. "It'd be easy for you to smash that machine with your bare fists. If you're aiming for sabotage, we should've brought Nightfall or Akage with us."
"I'm not planning on sabotage, North." Ty shook his head. "No, I'm going to take their own firepower and throw it back in their faces!" Needless to say, the assembled group were shocked at Ty's declaration. 
"Er, no offense son, but just how're you gonna do that all by yer lonesome? Ah know yer an Avatar, so you bitin' the dust isn't a concern at all." Sheriff Silverstar asked nervously. "But, couldn't yer friend who put up the shield just use some kinda reflection magic to send their cannon fire back at 'em?"
"Starlight Glimmer's going to be out of commission for a good while." Applejack sighed. "Puttin' up that shield really took a lot out of the poor girl. Especially when she had to expand it so quickly."
"Plus, Ty's CRAZY strong since he's an Avatar now!" Pinkie Pie chirped. "And I already brought TONS of popcorn for everyone while we watch Ty turn the tide!"
"Leave it to Pinkie to turn anything into a party." Fluttershy beamed.
"Well, if yer all sure about it fine." Sheriff Silverstar sighed before smiling. "Give 'em one from all of us here in Appleoosa."
"Trust me." Ty smirked. "My one shot back at them is going to be for all of us. Until then, we'd better rest and relax while we can. Stressing out with all this tension in the air isn't going to do us any favors."
Night soon fell on Appleoosa, and resistance fighters took the precious little time they had to meet with their friends and loved ones. All of them thankful that they'd managed to survive the first battle to liberate Unity from Blitz Surge's wicked grip. When it came time for them to sleep, many had restless slumber. The element members were no exception.
"Hmm?" Magnet North slowly rose from his bed when he saw Applejack entering his room. A nervous look on her face and a slight blush. "What's got you restless, love?"
"Just. . . tomorrow." Applejack sighed as she sat at the foot of North's bed. "North, I'll be honest with you, I'm scared. If tomorrow goes badly-"
"Then we'll learn from it. And it will give us and the people greater reason to take a stand." North said in a comforting tone as he took a hold of Applejack's hand. "But you know lass? Something tells me tomorrow will work out just fine. The fact that the others will be helping to liberate the other major regions is something that gives everyone hope. Worrying about what could happen won't do anyone any good if it doesn't. It's a little something I learned during my time on my own."
"Well, you're not on your own now." Applejack said with a loving smile. "I don't know what kind of a life you had before me and my family took you in, but I know you're a lot happier now."
"I suppose you'll be wanting the whole truth someday?" North asked with a small smile. "You might not like the truth."
"Only if you're ready to tell me." Applejack smiled as she climbed into bed with North. "And the truth is, I'll still love you because you'll still be the same noble person who saved the Element of Honesty's home by lying."
"Sweet Faust I love you." North said as he embraced Applejack. The pair falling asleep in each other's arms. At the same time, Tyrannus Rex and Fluttershy were also having their own moment.
"You're sure holding me tight Fluttershy." Tyrannus said as he hugged his girlfriend. "I guess that shows how strong you are on the inside."
"Do you really have to go out there alone tomorrow?" Fluttershy asked as she nuzzled against Tyrannus' chest. 
"Someone has to show the Lancers what a real hero does." Tyrannus said firmly. "And I'd tolerate so much worse if it meant keeping you safe because I love you so much."
"And I'd do the same for you." Fluttershy yawned as she drifted off to sleep. Tyrannus following suit as tomorrow slowly marched towards them all.
When the morning came, Tyrannus immediately rose out of bed. Upon equipping his Duelist Arm in its shield form after dressing himself, he paused when he saw Fluttershy's still sleeping form. A small smile came to Ty's face as he gently patted Fluttershy's head before departing. A faint smile on the Element of Kindness's face as Ty left the room they were staying in. All of Appleoosa seemed to nervously gather as Tyrannus made his way to the edge of town. A determined gaze in his eyes as he marched towards his coming enemy. Sure enough, Garble's cannon crept over the horizon. The dragon Lancer still sporting his cocky smirk as he rode atop the cannon and brought whatever remained of the Lancer forces with him.
"Well, well. Looks like you Elements of Heroism aren't as chicken as we thought!" Garble mocked! "Last chance for you to give up loser! If you do, I'll let this dirt town stay standing! Refuse again, and everyone's gonna have to move!"
"I refuse to tolerate bullies like you and Blitz Surge." Tyrannus spat with a hard glare! "I won't be moved from this spot, and this town won't fall so long as I stand!"
"Fine then! Just make sure everyone's packed up and ready to go before I blow this place off the map!" Garble snapped as he began charging the cannon. However, he soon had an unexpected visit from Blitz Surge via one of the Scout units. "Whadda ya want, boss?"
"You informed me yesterday that your efforts were repulsed by the Elements of Heroism." Blitz asked sternly. "Is this true?"
"Yeah it is. So what?" Garble asked. "One of 'em is standing up to me right now! But once the town's clear, I can't wait to see him chicken out as I fire the cannon and-"
"No." Blitz Surge said coldly. "You will fire NOW."
". . . What?" Garble was in utter disbelief at his leader's orders! "But. . . but there's still people there!"
"What of it?" Blitz Surge asked with a scowl. "If they choose to side with false heroes like them, then they are our enemies. And all enemies will be ELIMINATED."
"You can't be serious!" Garble protested! "If I fire the cannon now-"
"Didn't you once plan on 'stealing what you want from Unity and burning the rest' if you became Dragon Lord?" Blitz Surge asked with a frown. "Did you honestly think there would be no casualties from your actions? That no one would be hurt from your attacks? Or maybe you just didn't care. Much like how you didn't consider Spike to be a dragon because he was raised by humans. I thought you were willing to destroy all who stand in the way of your goal. A quality of myself that I expect of all Lancers. But I see now you were a poor choice."
"You're insane!" Garble snapped! "I'm putting an end to this now!" Garble pounded on the abort button to halt the cannon's charging! But to his horror, nothing happened! "No. . .NO! Why can't I shut this thing off?!"
"I've had Hax seize remote control of the cannon." Blitz Surge replied heartlessly. "The standard troops you've brought with you shall detain you after subjugating any stragglers left after the cannon fires."
'Smolder. . . I'm so sorry!' Garble thought to himself as he fell to his knees in horror! 'I just. . . just wanted to be someone you could be proud of!' The young dragon's dread further increasing as he saw the energy gather at the cannon's mouth!
However, even in the face of the looming blast, Tyrannus stood immovable and unafraid as he raised his shield. Mere seconds later, the cannon's blast roared is it shot forward towards Ty! The second it came into contact with Ty's shield, a blinding light emitted from the impact! When the light died down, Appleoosa was completely unscathed! However, there was a noticeable change. Ty's shield was glowing with an emerald light! Moving his shield away from his face, Ty pulled back a hammer-like mechanism on his shield's handle. and flipped his shield so it now covered the top side of his arm as the handle clicked into place! Suddenly, the shield's lower half opened up to reveal the barrel of Ty's magnum! The barrel shaped like the head of a dinosaur! Sensing an impending attack, Garble immediately fled the cannon as the Lancer robots he commanded began to advance on Tyrannus!
"THUNDER LIZARD ROAR!" Tyrannus bellowed as he pulled the trigger! A massive blast of green energy shot out from his magnum in the shape of a tyranno's head, and it was the same size of the cannon shot his shield had absorbed! In an instant, all of the Lancer units that had remained after the initial battle were wiped out along with the cannon! Not a nut or bolt left behind in the aftermath!
Then, after five whole minutes of awe and silence, the whole town burst into cheers! They'd done it! They'd won! Everyone applauding Ty as he marched back into town triumphant!
"You did it!" Fluttershy squealed with joy as she threw herself at Ty! "You beat them in one shot!"
"I sure did." Ty chuckled as the rest of his team joined in the group hug. "This was just our first battle. The others are bound to have a harder time with the rest of the Lancers' forces."
"True enough lad. But we can worry about that later!" Magnet North cheered! "We won this fight! Meaning we're one step closer!"
"North's right Ty." Applejack tipped her hat. "For now, let's just be happy we've got one victory under our belt!"
"THAT WAS AMAZING!" Pinkie Pie screamed! "And I just know the others are probably going to do something just as epic!"
And with that, the element members joined the rest of Appleoosa in celebrating their victory! Knowing that the rest of their friends were conducting their own efforts to liberate Unity!

	
		Episode 22: Clash for Cloudsdale!



Cloudsdale, the home of the Skyborn. Normally, one would be met with the sight of many Skyborn flying about the cloudy expanses happy and free. If you were lucky, you just might catch the Wonderbolts flying by. Unfortunately, the skies were empty and the city was silent save for the screams of the Valkyrie units' engines as they patrolled the sky. From Cloudsdale's prison, Spitfire glared as the robots hovered around the skies of her home.
"It's hard to believe that it all happened so quickly." Spitfire sighed as she slid down the wall of her cell. "And so fast too. . . "
Spitfire closed her eyes as she remembered the Lancers' take over of Cloudsdale. It wasn't long after Blitz Surges declaration of expanding and cementing his rule. The forces under his command that got their job done the quickest were Lightning Dust and her legion of Valkyrie units. Spitfire had scrambled any able-bodied Wonderbolts to lead the defense of Cloudsdale. The Wonderbolts fought valiantly against the Lancer forces that were sent to subjugate their home, but in the end, they were all shot down. The Valkyries were faster, and had a serious advantage in firepower. Even Spitfire, with her flaming wing blades, was shot down by a hail of micro-missiles and a spear stab to one of her wings. And when Spitfire struggled to get to her feet, she was met with the unpleasant sight of Lightning Dust smirking arrogantly at her.
'I can still remember that degrading offer she made me and the others after her overgrown piles of nuts and bolts shot us down.' Spitfire scowled as she gaze hardened. 'We would be able to fly again, but ONLY if we were her subordinates and SHE was put in charge of the Wonderbolts! As if I'd let a reckless, arrogant Skyborn like her head the Wonderbolts! So, that's why I'm in here now, and why she's out there.'
Spitfire turned her attention to the small television set in her cell, and couldn't help but scrunch her face in disgust at the broadcast. Ever since Lightning Dust had taken over, she'd not only jailed all the Wonderbolts, but she'd forced civilians to gather at Cloudsdale stadium and watch her reckless stunt shows. By now, Spitfire had lost count how many times civilians had been nearly sent flying out of the stadium or had a close brush with injury. And seeing it made all the Wonderbolts sick to their stomachs.
'Our shows are meant to entertain the audience and show what we can do. But above all, our top priority is to make sure the audience is safe while we perform!' Spitfire thought angrily as she clenched her fists! Desperately fighting the urge to smash the TV in front of her! 'It looks like kicking her out of Wonderbolt training wasn't enough of a wake-up call for her. Rainbow Dash, wherever you and your friends are, I hope you come here and put her in her place while taking back Cloudsdale!'
Meanwhile at the stadium, Lightning Dust was whooping in sheer elation at her takeover of Cloudsdale! A squadron of Valkyries serving as her co-stars for her performance. Seeing the Wonderbolts who'd kicked her out get beaten so easily by the Lancer forces under her command filled her with a vindictive pleasure. The only down side in her mind was that she didn't get to knock them out of the sky herself. It would've been possible with a special item Hax had made with her in mind, but she was saving it for a certain someone who'd been responsible for her being kicked out of the Wonderbolts training: Rainbow Dash.A scowl briefly crossed Lightning Dust's face as she once again pulled off a reckless stunt that nearly blew some crowd members out of their seats. The Skyborn Lancer shook her head to clear her thoughts! 
'Rainbow Dash and those other elements are in hiding because they're scared!' Lightning Dust thought with an arrogant smirk as she barreled through the air of the stadium! Gathering up clouds in the center of the stadium and using her Skyborn magic to send out massive bolts of lightning that just barely scraped the stands! 'So what if she's an Avatar now? If she's hiding, it just means she doesn't have the guts to face me! But I hope she does so she can see that I'm better than her! What better way to pay her back for ruining my shot at glory than crushing her in front of an audience?!'
But as Lightning Dust fantasized about her triumph, she failed to notice three silhouettes flying up towards Cloudsdale stadium! One of the figures unsheathed a sword, and fired a series of blade beams at the Valkyries before channeling their magic and skewering them with sword constructs! The second figure raised their spear, which was modeled after a dragon from the heavens, and called down a blast of thunder that fried the Valkyries! The last figure channeled their magic as their wings glowed an icy blue before beating them and sending out a miniature blizzard the froze the utterly trashed Valkyries in mid-air! But before the mangled mechs could fall to the ground, a loud boom was heard as a rainbow-colored blur streaked by! A sonic rainboom echoing throughout the entire stadium and shattering the frozen Valkyrie units! The icy chunks that slowly fell from the aftermath reflecting the rainbow of light, leaving the captive audience truly in awe! All the while, Lightning Dust watched dumbfounded as she was upstaged!
The source of the sonic rainboom came to a halt in the middle of the stadium, and was hovering above Lightning Dust after bursting through her clouds! When the debris cleared and the spectacle concluded, the figure was revealed to be Rainbow Dash and the ones who'd accompanied her were Steel Edge, Shadow Thunder, and Arctic Ace!
"Nightfall showed me a few of your sorry excuses for shows, Lightning Dust." Rainbow Dash stated as she crossed her arms. "Doesn't your audience ever get bored of you constantly endangering them? It's no wonder you got kicked out of training."
"YOU!" Lightning Dust shrieked as her pupils contracted in anger! "How dare you upstage me like that!"
"Hey. I'm just doing what these people want: a show where they can have fun and aren't endangered." Rainbow Dash said as she narrowed her eyes at the rejected Wonderbolt. "And where they're captivated by the spectacle. NOT held hostage by an army of robots."
"Want us to curbstomp her together, babe?" Steel Edge asked as he brandished his Duelist Arms. "It'd make for a fun little battle date."
"No." Rainbow Dash shook her head. "She's mine. You and the guys can have some fun trashing her grunts. I'm sure Ace is dying to test out his new Duelist Arm."
"Alrighty then!" Steel grinned! "C'mon guys! Let's bash some bots!"
"Excellent." Arctic Ace smiled as he concentrated on a snowflake-shaped charm in his hands! The charm then shifted into a crystalline cannon made of ice! "I get to try out my weapon's cannon form." Shadow just waved politely as he joined his fellow Elements of Heroism in demolishing Lightning Dust's forces.
"Have fun boys!" Rainbow Dash called out as Steel and his fellow Elements of Heroism vanished from view to battle the Valkyrie units. The Avatar of Loyalty taking a deep breath before turning to face Lightning Dust! "I'd apologize for stealing the show, but there wasn't much of one to steal."
"So you finally decide to show your face, huh?" Lightning Dust smirked while she panicked internally. "Are you and the rest of the elements done being cowards?"
"No. I just wanted to wipe that smirk off your face." Rainbow Dash retorted. "Best time to strike at the badguys is when they think they've won. Why else do you think Burst's little pop-up and the princesses escaping happened when they did?"
"If you're so sure you and your lame friends are gonna beat me, then why don't we settle it here and now!" Lightning Dust snapped! "Or are you too afraid that your entire hometown is gonna see a goddess crash and burn?"
"I couldn't think of a better time than now." Rainbow Dash replied with a frown as she crossed her arms.
"Just what I wanted to hear!" Lightning Dust said with a crazed grin as she launched herself towards Rainbow Dash! Ready to ram right into her! "HERE I-!"
"HOLD IT!" Rainbow Dash cried out as she remained hovering in place! "I agreed to take you on, Lightning Dust. But I didn't agree to fight you here. There's a way more fitting place for us to throw down. Where all your 'troubles' began. Why don't we finish our business there?"
"Ending our little rivalry where it all began, huh?" Lightning Dust cocked a brow in interest before an evil smile spread on her face! "Fine. It's perfect actually. A chance to bring you to your knees at the same place where you humiliated me and ruined my shot at joining the Wonderbolts? That's something I refuse to pass up!"
'Somehow I knew that'd work.' Rainbow Dash thought to herself. "Then come and get me!"
Rainbow Dash flew off towards Wonderbolt HQ, and arrived only moments later. As she landed on the runway, Rainbow briefly reminisced about her fateful meeting with Lightning Dust. It was when she'd been accepted as a trainee for the Wonderbolts. Nothing had filled her with more joy than a chance to prove herself. That's when she and Lightning Dust first met. Lightning Dust was also eager to prove herself. Rainbow Dash was honestly impressed at the prospective Wonderbolt's record on the Dizzitron. However, it was soon revealed that Lightning Dust's skill was eclipsed by her recklessness. 
During the training, Lightning Dust accidentally clipped another trainee without so much as apologizing or showing concern! But what really took the cake was the tornado Lightning Dust had careless generated in an effort to impress Spitfire and the other Wonderbolts by clearing away clouds faster. A tornado that soon went out of control and would've hit a bunch of junior Wonderbolt recruits. Thankfully, the tornado was stopped before any damage was done. But Lightning Dust was promptly kicked out of the Wonderbolts Trainee program. And ever since that day, she'd had a score to settle with Rainbow Dash.
'And it all comes to a close here. Where it all began. Pretty funny.' Rainbow Dash thought to herself as she heard something come screaming towards the runway. When she turned to face the source of the noise, she was met with a sneering Lightning Dust. "You sure took your time."
"Forgive me for savoring the moment." Lightning Dust snapped. "I've been waiting a long time for this! Ever since you got me kicked out of Wonderbolts training!"
"You've only got yourself to blame for that. Same for what comes next." Rainbow Dash countered calmly as she looked at Lightning Dust with disappointment. "I thought you getting kicked out would be a wake-up call, but I guess I was wrong. But your refusal to accept the fact it's your own fault for what happened just further cements you aren't ready to be a Wonderbolt. I won't lie, I can be a little reckless too. But I accept when I've messed up and learned from it. It's the only way to become better."
"SHUT UP!" Lightning Dust screamed! "First you humiliate me by getting me kicked out, and now you're a goddess who's lecturing me! I'VE HAD IT! Now. . . " Lightning Dust pulled a vial filled with a strange serum from one of the pockets of her Lancer uniform. "It's payback time!" And with that, she popped off the lid of the vial and gulped down the serum! Her body briefly seizing up before she slightly bulked up! Her veins pulsating within her enhanced muscles!
"What was that?" Rainbow Dash asked as she summoned her boomerang to her hand and took a fighting stance! "Just what did you put into yourself?!"
"A little something to boost my performance!" Lightning Dust smirked as she shot towards Rainbow Dash! Her speed having doubled after drinking the serum! "Hax made it especially for me at the request of Blitz Surge! I figured that I wouldn't be much against you. But with this, I can handle you easily!"
"Reckless AND arrogant." Rainbow Dash groaned as she dodged! "Plus, you don't even know what side-effects that serum has! For all you know, the strain it leaves could kill you!"
"It doesn't matter!" Lightning Dust snapped as she wildly punched and kicked at Rainbow Dash! However, none of her blows managed to land a hit! "As long as I can finally bring you down!"
"Not gonna happen!" Rainbow Dash powered up her magic, and channeled it into her boomerang! Wrapping the weapon in a sharp aura of wind! "Aero Slicer!" Rainbow Dash hurled her boomerang at Lightning Dust! While her enemy avoided the initial throw, the boomerang scored a direct hit on Lightning Dust's side on its return trip! Rainbow was about to close in and follow up with a physical attack, but stopped herself just in time when Lightning Dust had a foot aimed at her head with a somersault kick! "What the heck?! How are you not hurting right now?!"
"Funny you mentioned side-effects earlier!" Lightning Dust smirked! "The serum I took inhibits my pain! Now I can keep going no matter how many hits I take!"
"And you'll also never know when you can't take any more punishment!" Rainbow Dash cautioned! "But I get the feeling you aren't going to back down at all no matter what I say."
"HRRRRAAUUGH!" Lightning Dust roared as she bolted towards Rainbow Dash! Swinging even more wildly due to her frustration! Her efforts had about the same efficacy as her last attempt.
"Alright. If you aren't going to listen up, I'll take you down!" Rainbow Dash cried out as she got up close to Lightning Dust, and flipped herself over the enraged Lancer with a flap of her wings before landing a chop to Lightning Dust's neck! Stunning the Lancer! "Now to finish this!" Wasting no time, Rainbow Dash threw herself into a series of punches and kicks while flying around Lightning Dust at high speeds! She moved so fast that she became a cyclone around Lightning Dust! And to finish the onslaught, Rainbow Dash flew out of her cyclone and began gathering magic to wrap her right leg in thunder before coming down with a kick onto Lightning Dust in the eye of the whirlwind! "STORMBREAKER!"
A thunderbolt crashed in the eye of the miniature storm as Rainbow Dash achieved impact! When the storm cleared, Lightning Dust lay bruised and battered from Rainbow Dash's barrage. The Avatar of Loyalty sighing as she took in Lightning Dust's defeated form.
"Why. . . can't I move?" Lightning Dust groaned as she tried to move her busted body. "I. . . don't. . . hurt. So why. . . can't I move?"
"Because your body knows it's done." Rainbow Dash answered. "And so's your hold on Cloudsdale. Pretty soon, we'll be coming for you boss. I hope you've learned something from all this, Lightning Dust. Because I hope to Faust I don't need to teach you a third time. If I remember right, there should be a nice cozy cell waiting for you after you recover."
". . . Why? Why don't you just drop me in the middle of the stadium for everyone to shame me?" Lightning Dust scowled.
"Because I don't care about the glory." Rainbow Dash answered. "Like you, I always wanted to be a Wonderbolt. But it was never because I wanted to be the best. It was because I wanted to inspire others. Because I wanted to do something awesome for other people. You only ever thought of yourself. And in the end, that'll leave you with nothing." And with that, Rainbow Dash grabbed the broken and battered Lightning Dust before teleporting back to the stadium. Steel and the others were waiting for her.
"Well, the place is littered with robot corpses." Arctic Ace informed Rainbow Dash. "But given that no civilians were harmed and you've got Lighting Dust in custody, I see this as an absolute win."
"It sure was." Rainbow Dash smiled before addressing the now liberated people of Cloudsdale. "A WIN FOR US ALL!" All of Cloudsdale cheered in triumph! 'I wonder how my parents are gonna react to this?' Rainbow Dash's thoughts were interrupted when Steel brought her in for a victory kiss. 'Eh. I'll worry about that after Blitz gets knocked off the throne. . . '

	
		Episode 23: Hunter be Hunted



"Two." Blitz Surge growled as he stared over the city of Castalot. His Lancer robots patrolling the streets and sky. After he'd taken the capitol of Unity and imprisoning the princesses would cement him as the one in charge. That his position as Unity's ruler, it's hero, it's savior would be secure. But no. No, his false hero of a brother just couldn't lay down and surrender or stay out of the way. Not only had Burst Stream made a fool of his forces, but he and his friends had also been intervening at the regions Blitz's lieutenants were mobilizing towards or occupying. And so far, they'd liberated Appleoosa and Cloudsdale from his grasp.
"Two of the regions occupied by my lieutenants have been taken by my brother's friends." Blitz Surge's fists clenched in unbridled anger! An intense magical aura exploding around his entire being! "And he also still remains at large and free! So long as he lives, so does the people's spirit of rebellion! Mainhattan and Castalot still remain in my control, and Nova Flare is moving toward the Crystal Empire on her mission of 'mercy'. Loathe as I am to admit it, Burst Stream wouldn't be foolish enough to mount a siege on Castalot at this stage in the game. However, there' have been no reports of him engaging in battle. Meaning it's likely he's been coordinating these strikes from whatever base he and his friends have established. If I were to let this continue, I would happily crush him as he charges towards Castalot. For the closer he inches towards me, he also brings father nearer as well. To put an end to a false hero in front of father's eyes would give me no greater satisfaction!" Before he could continue his rant and grand delusions of victory, Blitz Surge reigned himself in. "However, I desire a swift end to any and all resistance. Burst and his band of pretenders are set up in a remote location. Wherever they are, it's clear they aren't in any of Unity's civilized territories and they have not sought asylum with any of Unity's allies. I must admit, I'm surprised I haven't had the griffons, dragons, or yaks marching towards us. Either they are wise enough to fear my power and stay clear, or they are waiting. It hardly matters though,"
Blitz Surge powered up his magic! But instead of its typical azure glow, it was rainbow-colored. And as it flowed, Blitz's body seemed to bulk up and become more muscular.
"I will best them all. Just like how I will crush Burst Stream with the expanded use of the Power of Harmony that recasting the absorbance spell has granted me." Blitz Surge smiled maliciously as he envisioned Burst Stream's lifeless body beneath his foot. The whole world and Aether in audience. "But first, he must be found. Though if he can be captured, publicly humiliating him by dragging him through Castalot's streets would crush the spirits of those foolish enough to reject their hero! To reject the salvation I offer! Fortunately, an asset who would be most useful has offered her services."
Blitz Surge cut off the flow of his magic as he heard the doors opening. Turning to face the new arrival he smirked as he took in their appearance. It was a young woman with silver hair, forest green eyes, and light brown skin. Her outfit consisted of brown boots, dark grey pants, and a forest green tank top. A bandoleer of throwing knives was slung across her chest, and a combat knife was strapped to her right thigh. She also had on a cloak and was carrying a caster rifle in her hands.
"Ah. Ms. Diana Deadeye. So glad you could offer your services." Blitz Surge said with a smirk.
"You need to find the base of the Elements of Heroism. A task not even your little toy soldiers could manage." Diana stated with a smirk of her own. "The request presents a fair challenge in it of itself. However, I wish to make one amendment to it."
"And what might that be?" Blitz Surge cocked an eyebrow. "If you wish to negotiate your compensation, we can try to come to an agreement."
"There's one of the Elements of Heroism who I particularly wish to pursue. The one called Night Fang." Dina replied with a predatory smile. "Such a cute puppy he is. And from what I've seen, he's earned the name Fang as he's got quite the bite on him. I'll probably enjoy hunting him the most. And should I be successful, I request that I keep him as my little pet."
"So you wish to try and tame the proud, determined wolf of the Elements of Heroism." Blitz Surge grinned. "I happily ratify your amendment. Any form of humiliation inflicted upon the any of those false heroes fills me with indescribable pleasure. How soon will you be able to start your hunt?" 
"The second I leave the city." Diana replied as she turned to leave. "And I already have a good idea of where they are." A smirk on her face as she imagined putting a collar and leash on Fang. 'The thrill of the hunt. . . '
Meanwhile, at the Castle of the Two Sisters, the aforementioned Night Fang stood vigilant as he listened to the Everfree Forest. It was times like these Fang was thankful for the heightened hearing his wolf ears granted him. In fact, all his heightened senses thanks to the wolf spirit within him were helping him guard the base he and the other Elements of Heroism had set up in the castle.
'Nightfall just got word from Ty and Rainbow Dash's groups that they successfully liberated Appleoosa and Cloudsdale.' Fang thought to himself as he scanned the forest. 'We've got a solid start, now we just need to finish strong.' The avatar of determination let out a small sigh. 'Man. I wish I was out there on the front lines with the others, but somebody needs to stay behind to help guard the base. If this place gets taken, we'll get seriously crippled. Just because we've got Burst's dad here doesn't mean we can just sit back and wait for a detection spell to go off. Not to mention we've got Nightfall monitoring communications for us and checking out the news of what's going on in Castalot. Each of us is doing something to help. There are no small parts here.'
"So. You getting tired of playing guard dog yet?" Fang was dragged out of his thoughts, and turned to the source of the voice. It was none other than Aria Blaze. Middle siren sister and Fang's girlfriend. "I thought you might like some company staring at the trees."
"Well, I'm no lone wolf." Fang chuckled. His tail wagging as Aria squatted down next to him and pretended to survey the forest in front of them. "Hey, I've been meaning to ask, how are you and your sisters holding up? I can't imagine it's been easy having to be run out of your home."
"It's better than getting banished from the world." Aria said as one of her hands drifted towards Fang's as she stood. Her other hand clutching her right arm. "At least now, we're back in our own world. Honestly, once we were back here, we didn't care that we lost. We were just so shocked and happy we could come back." Aria trembled slightly as she remembered how it felt coming back to Unity.
"I wouldn't say you've lost." Fang said as he put an arm around Aria and pulled her into his side. "In fact, I'd say you've gained a lot more than you started off with."
"Why's that?" Aria asked with a small smile. She knew how Fang was going to answer, but that didn't make her want to hear it any less. 'He's a bit of a dork sometimes, but he loves me. And Celestia above, I love him.'
"Because you've got yourself a 100% good boy!" Fang grinned as he pointed to himself! His tail wagging proudly at his declaration! "Well? Am I wrong?"
"Nope." Aria smiled as she stood up and hugged Fang. She was enjoying Fang's warmth when she felt him tense up. "Fang?"
"I'm picking up on an unfamiliar scent." Fang said as he gently pried himself loose from Aria before sniffing the air. "If it were some more Lancer robots, I'd know. No, this scent definitely comes from a living being. And from what my ears are picking up, they're headed toward us."
"Maybe someone from Unityville got lucky and escaped?" Aria speculated. "A family member of the Elements of Harmony possibly?"
"No." Fang shook his head. "Unityville's been placed under an almost unwavering watch with little openings because me and the guys used to operate out of there. And like I said, I don't know the owner of this scent. If I were to guess, Blitz Surge finally caved in and decided to get some hired help."
"So what now?" Aria asked.
"Get back to the others, and tell them what I picked up on." Fang said as he summoned his Duelist Arms. "I should be able to handle this, but everyone better be standing by in case our visitor's bringing extra company. It's best to prepare for the worst in case our base is compromised."
". . . Be careful." Aria cautioned as she took off towards the others in the castle.
"Now," Fang's eyes narrowed. "Time to meet our visitor."
Fang leaped down from his perch, and spread his wings! Flying into the treeline and landing on the forest floor! Remaining crouched after his landing, Fang scanned the forest surrounding him. His wolf ears standing tall, listening to his surroundings and trying to pinpoint the intruder's location while he used his nose to help sniff them out.
"Where are you?" Fang asked quietly as he remained on-guard. Suddenly his instincts were firing like crazy! Every fiber of his being was telling him to move! Front, back, left, right, it didn't matter! He had to get out of the way now! Wasting no time, Fang jumped up into one of the tree branches! Just narrowly avoiding an energy blast! ". . . Bullet dodged."
"Quick little pup, aren't you?" Diana said to herself as her lips curled into an almost predatory grin. "Good. Now the game can truly begin. Oh how I've waited for a hunt like this."
'That blast definitely came from a firearm.' Fang thought to himself as he leaped down from the tree and began running through the forest in an effort to shake his attacker! 'And it was from pretty far away too. Whoever shot at me is packing a rifle-type weapon. And given how they tried to snipe me earlier, they're probably stationary. Meaning they need me to be rooted in one place. Good thing I'm good at keeping mobile! But for some reason, I can't get a good read on their location! And their scent's gotten a lot more faint too.'
Fang would have continued his strategizing, but his ears perked up when he heard a spring trigger beneath his feet! From out of nowhere, a wire net erupted from the ground and swiftly entangled Fang! Or at least, it would have if it weren't for Fang's Duelist Arms.
"Nice party favors!" Fang quipped as he used his clawed gauntlets to slash the net to ribbons! "Too bad I like to play rough!"
"Oh I was counting on that." A new voice said from Fang's right! Fang's eyes widened as he avoided the swing of a knife and dashed a good distance back! The source of the new voice pulled back the hood of their cloak, and revealed herself to be Diana Deadeye! "I have to say, that picture of you that Blitz Surge showed me during his little briefing doesn't quite do you justice." She then slung her rifle forward and cradled it. "You're a much more adorable puppy in person."
"You already told me who you work for, and I know why you're here." Fang growled. "Now tell me who you are."
"I am Diana Deadeye." Diana said with a smirk. "The greatest huntress in the kingdom. And you, sweet pup, are the prime objective of my hunt. Your friends are also in my sights, but you? Hunting you will be the greatest pleasure. The reward for your friends' capture is trivial by comparison."
"So you're here to hunt me, huh?." Fang said with disdain. "I've got an even bigger reason to dislike you now."
"Oh? How strange." Diana said with a puzzled look on her face. "I thought you would understand the thrill of the hunt the most since you share the spirit of a beast." A flirty smile crept across Diana's face as she stared into Fang's eyes. "Wolfs are hunting animals. They chase down their prey with great determination, speed, and ferocity. They are the spirit of the hunt incarnate, and that spirit lives within you."
"I'm not against hunting or hunters." Fang growled. "I just hate those who do it for sport."
"Perhaps you find no thrill from this hunt." Diana sighed before smirking. "But I, on the other hand, most certainly do!" Diana lunged at Fang with her knife, but staggered back when Fang blocked her strike with one of his gauntlets before kicking her away into one of the trees! The bark splintering upon impact!
"Hate to break it to you, but I sniffed you out first." Fang declared as he got into a defensive stance. Waiting for his opponent to try something. The midnight-purple aura of his magic flaring to life around him as he crouched down! "The minute you decided to hunt me and my friends, you made yourself the hunted. You kept on saying how I shared the spirit of the wolf. LET ME SHOW YOU THE WILL OF A WOLF THAT PROTECTS ITS PACK! CRESCENT CLAW!"
With a swing of his arm, Fang sent out slashes of midnight-purple magic that were aimed at Diana! The huntress managed to block the slashes with her rifle, but she wasn't prepared for Fang to rush up to her and use her rifle as a platform to launch himself up into the air! 
"Sirius Impact!" Fang cried out as he threw himself into an axe kick! His greaves crashing into Diana's rifle! The impact utterly shattering the hunter's weapon! Fang landed on the ground in the next instant, and glared right at her and striking her in the gut!
"Naughty. . . puppy. . . " Diana groaned as she staggered back from the blow! "Didn't your mother ever teach you it's not nice to hit girls?"
"Really? Trying to pull that card?" Fang frowned. "My girlfriend fights better than you. I should know because she's pinned me way more times than I did her. Besides, you were so set on hunting me, weren't you? You should've expected that I'd bite back. After all, beasts only bare their fangs at enemies. And going after my friends definitely makes you mine. So what do you have to show for your hunt? A bruised body and a busted rifle. Me? I don't have a scratch one me and I've barely broken a sweat. So tell me Ms. Deadeye," Fang dashed up to Diana's face and stared right into her eyes! "Do you still think you're the hunter here?"
". . . No." Diana replied softly as her entire body trembled in fear of what Fang might do to her! "No I'm not. I should've seen it sooner. It was clear the second you journeyed into the forest."
"Good." Fang nodded. "Now leave."
"What?" Diana was puzzled. "Why?"
"I don't know what Blitz told you about us, but we don't strike down helpless enemies." Fang answered. "Besides, you're just hired help. If you were one of his lieutenants, THEN I'd drag you back to our base. But a bit of warning before you go: Blitz doesn't take failure well. Chances are he'd do things we wouldn't over one screw-up. My advice? Just say you couldn't handle it. It's the truth. . . kinda. I mean, did you really think you stood a chance against an Avatar like me?"
"Honestly, Blitz Surge never told me I'd be facing gods." Diana frowned. "I don't know who's more stupid now. Me accepting his request, or him for thinking I'd be able to stand a chance."
"Hey, I ran in without any backup." Fang smiled. "So we all did something stupid today. I'd guide you out of here, but I don't want to risk a game of chase with an Sentry units."
"My cloak helps to conceal my presence." Diana stated. "It's the enchantment I had placed on it for hunting. Though now? I have some things about my life to reconsider."
"Well, good luck out there." Fang waved. "Me? I've gotta get back to my girl. She get impatient when she can't snuggle with me." And with that, Fang sped off back towards the castle as Diana made her way back to civilization. "Hey Ari. I'm back."
"Any trouble?" Aria asked.
"Nah." Fang shook his head and smiled. "Just had to help someone with directions."

	
		Episode 24: Mainhattan Mania



Normally, the city of Mainhattan would be alive with the constant noise of traffic and people. However, ever since Lance Slayer and his forces had taken over the city, the only sounds that were loud enough to be heard were the clockwork marching of the Lancer ground units and the streaking of Valkyrie units through the sky! The voices of the people who had been forced under Lance's rule were almost muted. But those who resisted were far from silent.
A squadron of Valkyrie units sped past one of the many buildings that occupied the streets of Mainhattan. However, they ran into an unexpected detour. Namely a giant web that ensnared their lead unit while the other two were yanked away by two new web trails! The figure pulling on them swiftly kicking them away and sending them crashing into the ground! Before the entrapped Valkyrie  could escape, the figure swung over to the web, and a spider leg lanced through the mech! Causing it to sputter as its power died! Satisfied with their handiwork, the figure shot out a string of webbing from their hand and swung away before more Valkyries or ground units could converge on their location!
"That was close." The figure muttered to herself as she swung back home. "But man did it feel satisfying trashing those tin cans. Hm?" The sound of hovering engines alerted the figure that she wasn't alone. Sentry units were tailing her. "Oh, great. Autograph hounds. Well, since you're so persistent, how's THIS for a signature?!" The figure shot out two strands of webbing, and used them to yank herself over the drones! Shooting out another strand of webbing, she yanked away one of the drones and used it as a flail to smash the others! Dropping her makeshift weapon, the figure swung off to their home. A small apartment that she shared with her friend. 
"Maybe I should've done some graffiti. Too bad I didn't buy any spray paint." The figure said as she removed the hood of her hoodie, revealing her identity. It was none other than Silk Snare. The spider member of the mutant changelings. She let out a sigh as she saw more Valkyrie units patrol the air while entire troops of ground units marched in the streets. "What I wouldn't give to strike a blow right out at Lance Slayer instead of taking potshots like I've been doing."
"Silk?" A new voice asked. "Did you have a nice swing?" The source of the voice revealed herself as Coco Pommel. Silk's first human friend and roommate. The pair had become close friends since the Fashion Week incident.
"Well, I managed to wreck a few of those bots." Silk smirked as she sat down on the couch. "And I got some fresh air while doing it. My chitin was starting to look pale grey instead of its usual medium shade because of the lack of sun."
"I do wish you wouldn't stir things up." Coco sighed with concern. "I worry about you when you leave. What if you get caught?"
"Hasn't happened yet, but I can understand where you're coming from, Coco." Silk said with a comforting smile. "Besides, I've been keeping up with the news. Appleoosa and Cloudsdale were recently taken back by the elements. And something tells me Mainhattan's going to be the next big liberation. I figured I could at least make things a bit easier for when the real heroes show up. It's not much, but it's enough to let the Lancers know we aren't just gonna sit and take what they're dishing out! Some people may have been imprisoned, but they couldn't fight back against those machines. Me though? I'm another story."
"You certainly are." Coco beamed before sighing. "I hope Rarity and Inferno are doing alright. When I last heard from her, she said they were going to get married. I would have loved to make her dress."
"Hey. Cheer up Coco." Silk said with an encouraging smile. "Once the elements take down Blitz Surge and his cronies, things'll be happy again. Who knows? Something big just might happen overnight."
"Thanks Silk." Coco smiled as she hugged her friend tightly. "You always catch me when I'm down."
"You really liked that web trampoline I made at the park that one time, huh?" Silk giggled. "Well, let's just hope tomorrow looks brighter."
However, little did Silk know things were going to get better that night. As darkness cloaked the city of Mainhattan, four figures teleported onto the scene!  As they stepped out of the alleyway, it was revealed that they were none other than Inferno Flare, Spike, Rarity, and Akage Strider! The heroes had arrived on the scene!
"Let's see. Garble was at Appleoosa, and Lightning Dust was sent to Cloudsdale." Inferno began.
"Then I'm willing to bet Lance Slayer got put in charge of Mainhattan." Spike finished as he scanned the city streets. "Man this is awful. This place is usually just as active at night as it is during the day. But now? It's like the city's dead."
"It is an unnatural silence, Spike." Akage confirmed. "The kind that's born from the voices of a silenced people."
"The how about we make some noise?" Rarity smiled as she looked to Inferno. "Inferno. What would you say to putting on a little performance? I know your rock star days might have gone by, but I'd so love to see you perform. Won't you please do it for me, darling?"
"You didn't even need to ask." Inferno smirked. "Let's just say the whole city's gonna hear me play. But right now? I'm feeling a little restless. What do you say we tear up the town a bit?"
"I like this plan!" Spike grinned as he summoned his Duelist Arm. "Let's wake up this sleeping city!"
"It's been a while since I've been able to make full use of my stealth training." Akage smiled as he pulled up his mask to cover his mouth. "They'll never see me coming. You guys focus on making a scene. I'll scout the city and single out where Lance Slayer's base of operations is. Chances are he's probably based out of wherever his ego can fit. The bigger, the better."
"Good luck Akage." Inferno nodded as he summoned his Duelist Arms. "And don't worry. The Lancers' forces are going to have a pretty hard time taking their eyes off us!"
"Then give them one heck of a show." Akage smiled beneath his mask as he zipped off into the city's shadows!
"With that out of the way. . . " Rarity said as she summoned her weapons. "Let's give this city a wake-up call! Inferno, if you would?"
"Gladly." Inferno smirked as the aura of his magic exploded to life around him and he shot a fireball into the sky! Exploding it to get the attention of any Lancer forces! Sure enough, squads of units swarmed onto their location. "I figured a little fireworks would drawn in a crowd."
"Then let's rock!" Spike hollered as he aimed his arm cannon and blasted apart any of the robots that advanced towards them! "Come on! Get some ya stinkin' bucketheads!"
"That's the spirit Spikey!" Inferno grinned as he cleaved his way through the horde of robots! His sword's burning blade frying the mechs' circuits as it cut through them! Using his magic, Inferno sent out a wave of fire to burn any Blade units hat tried to mob him! "How you holding up, Rarity?"
"Just enjoying our little outing." Rarity smirked as she lunged with her rapier and sent out a flurry of jabs at the Blades advancing towards her! An instant later, the Blades all fell to pieces! She then turned her attention to the Valkyrie units streaking towards them! "Oh, I don't think so!" Powering up her magic, Rarity's skin turned into a diamond-like substance as she leaped into the air and kicked the approaching Valkyrie units to the ground before summoning a circle of gems around herself! "Gem Twister!" Rarity spun her way through the gathering Lancer forces! Reducing them to little more than scrap metal!
"Think Lance knows we're causing a racket?" Spike asked as he scrapped more robots! 
"If he didn't before," Inferno smirked as he noticed a few Scout units fleeing the battle, and gripped one with his magic and pulled it towards him and turned it so that its camera could clearly see him. "Yo, Lance Slayer! I know you're seeing this! Bet you thought I wouldn't show my face again and that you'd get a chance to move in on my girl. Well, she's right here with me tearing up your tinker toys! Say hi babe!"
"Don't get too comfy on your glass throne, darling." Rarity smiled as she raised her rapier. "We'll be coming to shatter it very soon. And I certainly look forward to paying you a visit."
"As you can see, me and my friends are putting on a little performance." Inferno said as he turned the Scout unit's camera back to him. "Don't worry about missing the big show. This was just our opening act." Inferno showed the mountain of scrapped bots before aiming his blaster at the Scout drone. "See ya then!" And Inferno shot the drone! Frying it!
"Hey, guys? We'd better book." Spike suggested. "As fun as it is to trash these wind-up soldiers, we can't keep this all night. Plus, something tells me Lance Slayer's going to send more buckets of bolts after us after your little shout-out."
"Good. That'll mean we've got him riled up." Inferno nodded. "For tonight, our work's done. Now we just need to secure ourselves a place to lay low for a bit."
"I believe I can handle that, darling." Rarity smiled. "But shouldn't we wait for Akage?"
"I wouldn't worry about him too much." Inferno said as his communicator buzzed. "What did you find out Akage?"
"Well, I found out that I'm disappointed Lance Slayer didn't have a castle built for me to infiltrate." Akage said as he stared at Lance Slayer's base of operations. "But my suspicions about where he was holing up were correct. Lance is basing himself out of city hall." True to Akage's word, city hall now bore the Lancer flags and banners in place of the ones that stood for Unity. Many Lancer robot units were patrolling the occupied city hall, and a large number stood ready to be deployed. "He's definitely made himself comfortable."
"He won't be for much longer." Inferno declared. "Anyway, you better get out of there. Chances are that Lance is going to scramble all his available units to try and capture us. Rarity said she'd take care of getting us a roof over our heads. And the sooner we get it the better. Who knows how long it might take us to liberate Mainhattan."
"Gotcha." Akage nodded. "All of you stay safe. Don't worry about me too much. Staying out of sight is what I'm best at. Contact me again when you're at wherever we're setting ourselves up. I'll spend some more time scouting." Akage hung up, and darted back into the many shadows cast over the city at night. Just as Inferno had suspected, Lancer units were now swarming the streets. Darting in and out of alleys, and marching through all the streets. 
'Looks like our little opening number really got Lance's attention.' Akage thought to himself as he silently traversed the city's shadows and quietly observed the state of Mainhattan. 'Though what worries me isn't the number of Troops and Lance Slayer's disposal. What worries me is what sort of secret weapon he might have waiting in the wings. Garble brought that mobile cannon to Appleoosa, and Lightning Dust had that serum in Cloudsdale from what I've heard from our main base back in the Everfree Forest. So that begs the question: What does Lance have up his sleeve?'
However, the Element of Levity's trip was soon halted as he narrowly avoided a spear aimed at impaling him! Drawing his Duelist Arm, Akage prepared to face his assailants. To the ninja's surprise, a small squadron of new Lancer units met his sight. The new robotic enemies looked like humanoid dragons, save for thrusters comprising their lower halves instead of legs. Each was armed with a fierce-looking spear with an energy blade and a strange attachment beneath the blade!
"This certainly brings a new meaning to dragoon." Akage muttered to himself as he prepared to intercept any strikes from his enemies' spears! But to Akage's shock, the Dragoon units aimed their spears and fired a laser from their spears' blades! Akage barely dodged the beams, but he didn't escape unscathed as a Dragoon jetted towards him and slashed him in the side! "AGH!"
'Crap! These things are a step up from the standard units!' Akage thought as he frantically dodged the thrusts and lunges of the Dragoons' spears! His free arm clutching where he'd been hit! 'Are these a new unit for mass production? Or are they something Lance had made special just for him? The answers to that can wait! Right now, I just need to worry about getting out of this alive!' However the screaming of a missile warned Akage that he needed to move! The young ninja rolling out of the way of the projectile! Upon successfully evading the missile, Akage's eyes widened when he saw the other Dragoons placing their hands over the attachments near their spears' blades, and hitting a button! Unleashing more missiles upon him! 
However, Akage played this to his advantage! As the missiles hit near where he was standing, Akage used the explosion as a cover for his escape! As he was flung from the rooftop, Akage quickly positioned himself to fall into an open dumpster he'd spotted while traversing the rooftops! Upon landing in the dumpster, Akage made himself completely still as he heard one of the Dragoons hovering nearby. Scanning the area for its prey. However, the only thing that caught its attention was a cat that had been wandering the city street. Its search concluded, the mechanical menace joined its brethren in patrolling the city.
"That was close." Akage sighed as he dragged himself out of the dumpster. "I need some bandages. *Sniff* Ugh. And a shower. Hope someone's left their window open." Sticking to the shadows, Akage managed to spy a window with light coming out of it. It just so happened to be the window to Coco and Silk Snare's apartment. The young designer quite surprised to see a ninja staring at her through her window. Akage decided to break the silence between them. ". . . Is this a bad time to drop in?"
"Coco? What's up at the-Oh. It's you." Silk Snare waved at Akage once she'd caught sight of him. "You're the guy that made Stinger look like a fool. Come on in." 
"Thanks." Akage said as Silk opened the window and he tumbled into the apartment. "Just gotta shower and patch myself up a bit. Then I need to let the others know how I'm holding up. Tomorrow's gonna be one heck of a show."
"You mean some of the elements are here with you?" Coco asked with bright eyes. "We've seen reports of both element teams liberating regions of Unity from Blitz Surge's rule."
"Well Mainhattan's our team's objective." Akage answered with a small smile. "Then it's the Crystal Empire. After that, we're aiming to take back Castalot from Blitz Surge and put the princesses back where they belong."
"I'll spin you a web hammock." Silk said with a nod. "It's a lot comfier than the couch."
"Thanks." Akage nodded as he accepted a first aid kit from Coco. "It's been a long night."
After ridding himself of the dumpster's stench and bandaging his wound, Akage immediately contacted the other element members. Informing them of the new Lancer unit he'd encountered. 
"Thanks Akage." Inferno said over his communicator. "Chances are Lance'll send those things my way tomorrow." The Avatar of Potential smirked. "Can't went to trash 'em!"
"Then get some rest." Akage responded. "So where are you crashing at for the night?"
"Rarity picked a warehouse lock with one of her hairpins." Inferno answered. "Hey, you get as much rest as you can. Tomorrow's the big day. After we're done freeing Mainhattan, all that's left is taking care of the Lancer forces marching towards the Crystal Empire. And we've reserved essentially our best fighters for that battle."
"I hear you on that." Akage nodded. "Have fun with your little performance."
"Oh, you KNOW I will." Inferno smirked. "See you out there tomorrow." And with that, Inferno ended the call.
"Nervous about tomorrow, darling?" Rarity asked as she approached her fiance. The pair of Avatars finding comfort in each other's arms. "I know I'm certainly feeling some pressure."
"Yeah. But it's more than just about tomorrow's battle." Inferno sighed as he tightened his embrace around Rarity. "It's just. . . we were all set to be together forever. And now things have gotten thrown so off track. Faust above, there's nothing I'd love more than to see you walking down the aisle right now."
"And I would love seeing you waiting for me." Rarity said with a sad smile. "While our special day may have been postponed, I know for certain it will come."
"One more reason for us to fight, right?" Inferno smiled before yawning. "Well, I know what I'll be dreaming about tonight. Spike's probably full of heartache given how he's been kept from Sweetie Belle."
"I heard that!" Spike called out from the makeshift fort he'd made of boxes. "And I'm just waiting for her to come running into my arms after we take back Castalot!"
"That'll be a picture-worthy moment for sure." Inferno chuckled. "That's enough chatting. Lights out. We'll need to be running on a full charge tomorrow." And with that, the group of heroes went to sleep until morning came.
The next day, Lance Slayer was furious as he equipped his armor and weapons. He'd heard of the Elements of Heroism and Elements of Harmony liberating areas occupied or attacked by his fellow Lancer commanders. And to make matters worse, they'd recently showed up on his doorstep as well. Seeing the footage obtained by Scout units last night certainly didn't improve his mood a bit. But what really made Lance's core tremble with rage was the fact that Inferno Flare was leading the charge against him!
"So the dragon intends to take my castle from me, does he? And the people believe he will succeed?!" Lance seethed as he stomped towards the podium outside of the front of city hall. "Then it's time I remind them both that it is the knight who triumphs!" 
A good number of Mainhattan's citizens were marched into the city square and forced to attend Lance Slayer's address. Some bore anxious and fearful expressions while others' faces were hardened in anger as Lance Slayer began to speak.
"Citizens of Mainhattan. Denizens who I dutifully guard. Last night, a gang of intruders arrived in this fair city." Lance Slayer began as he showed footage of the Elements striking back! The Dragoon units that had assaulted Akage last night hovered over to Lance Slayer's side. "But fret not! For with the aid of the Dragoons, I shall-"
"WHAT'S UP MAINHATTAN?!" A voice called out from atop city hall from a microphone! It was none other than Inferno! Armed with his Duelist Arms holstered and an electric guitar drawn! "ARE YOU READY TO ROCK?!" An instant later, Inferno was jamming out on his guitar! Everyone just watched his performance in sheer, astounded silence. Once he was done playing, Inferno smashed his guitar on the roof of city hall! "HAVE I GOT YOUR ATTENTION, LANCE? Last night's little opening number didn't seem to do the trick, so I figured I'd just have to put on a performance that'd be impossible to miss!"
"YOU!" Lance Slayer growled in almost animalistic rage!
"So it looks like you've bought some new toy soldiers, huh?" Inferno smirked as he drew his weapons! "Akage already had his turn with then yesterday. Now it's my turn!"
"Kill him. Kill him! KILL HIM!" Lance Slayer screamed! 
"Jokes on you. I can't die." Inferno chuckled. "Let's see how well your Dragoons fly in a meteor shower!" Inferno channeled his magic, and summoned a storm of meteors that rained fire down upon the Dragoons! Reducing them to smoldering wrecks in mere seconds! Inferno spread his wings, and glided down in front of the wreckage. "I've got more fireworks to set off for when I kick your ass."
"When I best you, your body shall hang from a stake while the Lancer banner proudly flies in triumph!" Lance Slayer roared as he charged at Inferno! His lance ready to impale him! "After all those humiliating defeats you've dealt me, TODAY SHALL BE THE DAY I AM VICTORIOUS OVER YOU!"
"No. Today you'll crash and burn!" Inferno quipped as he took to the air to avoid Lance's charge! "You know, it's funny. For all the times you've called me a dragon, you're the only one fighting like a wild beast. And you keep wondering why you can't get a date."
"SILENCE!" Lance Slayer screamed! "With Blitz Surge in charge, TRUE heroes like ME are recognized instead of you pretenders!"
"The only pretender I see here is you and your boss." Inferno frowned as he stared down Lance Slayer. "I'm greatly restraining myself right now. If I wanted, I could just incinerate you instantly. But the only reason I hold back was out of respect for an opponent. Don't get me wrong, I'd be happy to rid the world of a real monster like you, but I'd rather do it with some dignity for you in your final moments."
"SHUT UP!" Lance hollered at the top of his lungs! "My previous defeats were flukes! Deviations on how the story is supposed to go! THE KNIGHT ALWAYS TRIUMPHS OVER THE DRAGON! ALWAYS!"
"Now when the knight's evil and the dragon's good." Inferno retorted. "It seems like you haven't learned anything after our previous encounters, so I'll just have to beat it into you one last time!"
Taking a deep breath, Inferno pooled a great amount of magical power into his fist! Suddenly, his fist was set ablaze! Flying down towards Lance Slayer with his fist extended, a fiery magical aura in the shape of a dragon enveloped Inferno! One of a black dragon with fiery red eyes!
"FLARING DRAGON FIST!" Inferno screamed as he rocketed down towards Lance Slayer! The Lancer commander raising his weapon to block, but Inferno just broke right though his pitiful defense! A massive explosion went off right as Inferno made contact with Lance Slayer! When the smoke cleared, a crater had formed with Lance at the center of it and in a catatonic state. Inferno marching triumphantly to the microphone he'd dropped earlier. "THAT ONE'S FOR YOU MAINHATTAN!"
The entire city cheered for Inferno's victory! The assembled Lancer units were about to attempt to detain the citizens, but they were all immobilized as they were strung up by webbing and trapped in a giant web! Silk Snare smiled at her handiwork as she pumped her fist in the air at Mainhattan's liberation! Any remaining Lancer units were quickly dispathced by Rarity, Akage and Spike. 
'Soon, this'll be over.' Inferno thought with a smile as he watched the city celebrating its liberation. His smile brightened as Rarity approached him. "Enjoy the show?"
"Most definitely, darling." Rarity giggled as she gestured to the crowd. "But I believe your audience is screaming for another performance."
"Well then," Inferno smirked as he was handed a guitar by Akage. "Who am I to disappoint them?"

	
		Episode 25: Courage of the Crystal Empire



Shining Armor took a deep breath to steady himself as he stood at the entryway of the Crystal Empire. The former captain of the guard staring out at the white expanse that was the land surrounding the city. It was quiet at the moment, save for the sound of the freezing winds. But the winds carried the sound of something approaching the empire. Gripping the handle of his sword, Shining Narrowed his eyes as he prepared to meet the force that approached his domain. 
"I was manipulated and used in my wedding, and I failed to truly protect the Crystal Empire when it returned after a thousand years." Shining Armor said as he powered up the most powerful shield spell he could to envelope the entire city! "And in the face of the enemy we're up against, I can't afford to fail again!" 
The prince of the Crystal Empire panted as he finished casting his barrier spell, and rose to his feet just in time to face those who were marching towards his family's home. Standing outside of the barrier was a whole legion of Lancer robots. Their leader, Nova Flare, stepped forward to meet Shining Armor. A serene look on her face as she addressed him.
"Prince Shining Armor. Why do you block our way?" Nova Flare asked. "We have not come here in the name of conquest and subjugation. I have journeyed here on a mission of mercy for the sake of your people."
"Any mercy offered by someone following that usurper Blitz Surge is a cruelty in disguise." Shining Armor replied with fire in his voice, and steel in his eyes! "These people have already suffered the rule of one tyrant! And they'll suffer another one over my dead body! But more importantly, there's no way I'll hand over the Crystal Empire to the same monster who tried to harm my baby girl and sealed my wife's magic! If you honestly believe that Blitz Surge truly stands for anything good, then you're just as delusional as him! In fact, I'd say he's even worse than your last master!"
"How dare you insult the true son of one of the land's greatest heroes?!" Nova Flare shouted in shock! "While it is true that Lord Shining Dawn was of despicable character, Blitz Surge has been nothing but truthful with me! He informed me of his machinations when he recruited me! When I was lost after that witch Nightmare Moon bested me, he came to me in my darkest hour! He is my savior! And soon, he shall be all of Unity's!" Nova's face then twisted with rage! 
"Especially once he brings an end to the pretender claiming to be the son of Aether Stream! The accursed false hero, Burst Stream! Once Blitz Surge rids the land of him, he shall them expunge the other foul, dark beings that plague our world!" Nova Flare's face had an expression of pure elation as she spread out her arms and looked to the sky in reverence! Her voice becoming serene as a euphoric smile spread across her face! "A world of only light. Can you be so ignorantly deny the beauty of such a vision?"
"No. I can see it all too clearly." Shining Armor retorted with disgust. "I can see that the ideal world you envision is no different than what Nightmare Moon had originally desired. A world of pure darkness, or a world full of light? It doesn't matter because either is a world where everyone's blind! Light and darkness aren't opposing forces that have to conquer each other. They're complements that achieve harmony. It's the forces that misuse them that are the only evil in this world! That makes Blitz Surge the greatest evil I've ever seen with how he abuses the power of Harmony! I will not bow to him and neither will my people!"
"So be it." Nova Flare said with disappointment. "You will have three days, one for each of my comrades who have been defeated, to reconsider. None of the units under my command shall attack until the grace period I've given you ends. And I do hope you will make the right choice."
". . . I'm done wasting words one someone who won't listen, and refuses to see." Shining Armor spat as he turned his back to Nova Flare and teleported back to the crystal castle. Letting out a heavy sigh of exhaustion upon his return. "The fighting's already begun, and not a single weapon was raised."
"Considering you were able to come back to us, I'd say you won this fight." Cadence said as she walked up to her husband. Flurry Heart giggling happily in her arms. "Flurry misses her daddy."
"She might have to miss me even longer." Shining Armor said with a sad smile. "Because if worst comes to worst, I want you to take Flurry and flee the Crystal Empire."
"It won't come to that Shiny." Cadence said firmly. "Somewhere deep in my heart, I know that."
"Believe me. Nothing makes me happier than knowing that." Shining Armor sighed as he looked over the empire. "I just wish everyone else believed that too."
Shining Armor's worry was well warranted as the citizens of the Crystal Empire were murmuring nervously about the army that had just marched onto their doorstep.
"How are we going to fight against an army of machines?!" One citizen nervously rambled as they trembled.
"I'm more worried about how our soldiers are going to fare in the battle." Another stated. "They haven't fought a real battle in almost forever! What're we gonna do?!"
"We've got one of the Gem Maidens one our side, right?" One person asked. "She'll be able to help the troops fight off the enemy!"
"She's just one person!" Another countered! "You don't expect her to take on the entire enemy force alone, do you?! The poor girl would be overwhelmed!"
"Don't worry!" A child piped up with a hopeful smile! "Don't any of you remember? After Sombra came back, he was beaten by one of the Elements of Heroism! And when one of the Chaos Kin showed up to try and destroy our home, that hero showed up again to save us!" The child then pointed to the statue of Dark Ice that had been constructed in honor of his heroic deeds! "We're in trouble right now, so the hero is sure to come and help us again!"
Suddenly, as if to fulfill the hopes of the people, a pillar of light radiated down on the city square! When the light faded, Dark Ice stepped out!
"Hey everyone." Dark Ice greeted with a smile. "Heard you were having a problem with some unwanted guests."
"We're so relieved that you've come here." A citizen said with a relief. "But the fact remains, there's an entire army out there. Dark Ice, what can you do against them alone?"
"Oh, I'm not alone." Dark Ice smirked. "I've got a few friends to lend a hand. They should be arriving any second-" Three more pillars of light appeared next to Dark Ice. "Ah. That'd be them. Aether's teleport spell is really something else." Once the three new pillars faded, it was revealed that Princess Celestia, Nightmare Moon, and Burst Stream had arrived on the scene!
"Hey, Ice." Burst said. "Let's get over to the castle. I bet Shining Armor is gonna be pretty glad to see us."
"Good idea." Dark Ice nodded. "Let's not waste any time."
"Or keep Indigo Zap waiting." Nightmare Moon smirked. Earning the princess of dreams  a surprised look from Dark Ice. "Come on, Ice. I oversee the dreams of everyone. Don't you think I've caught a glimpse of you dreaming about your girlfriend?"
"I. . . ugh. No point in denying it." Dark Ice sighed. "Let's figure out a way to send Nova Flare crying back to Blitz Surge. After that, we can get to the good part of this long fight." The group made their way to the Crystal Castle. Shining Armor welcoming them warmly as they entered the castle's halls.
"We can't thank all of you enough for coming." Shining Armor said with a sigh of relief. "I've heard about your efforts to liberate the other regions controlled by Blitz Surge's commanders. Some part of me was praying I'd get the help of some of you, and it looks like my prayers were answered and then some. It's an honor to have you fighting alongside us Princess Celestia."
"While I appreciate the sentiment, there's no need to bother with titles." Celestia stated with a small smile. "Especially since we're family now."
"You're certainly a better prince than Blueblood." Nightmare Moon smirked as she looked to Cadence cradling Flurry Heart. "Maybe after this whole mess is over, Burst here can get to work giving Celestia and me our own little monsters!"
"Can we get back on topic please?!" Burst Stream snapped as he and Celestia blushed intensely! "And why did you mention-?"
"Reasons." Nightmare Moon replied quickly. "For me to know, and for her to tell you once we take down Blitz Surge."
"Fine." Burst sighed before composing himself. "So what's your next move Shining Armor? You've already fortified the city with your shield spell. Now you just have to deal with the enemy force that's on your doorstep."
"The soldiers of the Crystal Empire haven't seen a battle for a long time." Shining Armor explained. "The last time they fought was when King Sombra took over the Crystal Empire. And, well, we all know how that turned out."
"So they're afraid, are they?" Dark Ice asked. "I can't blame them."
"You know more than anyone what it's like to be afraid, Ice." Burst Stream stated. "But you also know how fear can spur you into action. It's what helped you awaken as the Element of Courage." He then turned his attention to Shining Armor. "I hope I'm not overstepping my boundaries, Shining Armor. But would it be alright if Ice says a few words to your troops?"
"I think that would do wonders for their morale." Shining Armor said with a tired smile. "Best to hear a few words of encouragement from their hero."
"Uh, Burst? Shouldn't you be the one giving the inspiring heroic speech?" Dark Ice asked. "You're the leader of our team of elements."
"The reason why you should say something to them was already said by Shining Armor." Burst said as he put his hand on Ice's shoulder. "You're the Crystal Empire's hero. Not me. In the face of the one who ruled them with fear, you showed none. And when the Chaos Kin showed up to trash the place, it was you who defeated Blazing Mars. You're the Element of Courage not because you don't feel afraid. It's that you face your fear and let it hold no power over you. But more importantly, it's your fear for the sake of others that pushes you to act."
"Heh. Hard to believe it feels like only yesterday I was trying to take you guys and Ace down." Dark Ice chuckled. "How far we've come, right? It's a wonder I haven't ascended yet with all the courage I've shown in my battles."
"Eh. Give it another season." Nightmare Moon suggested. "I sense a lot of big changes in the future anyhow."
"Well before we get to rallying the troops, we'd best but a solid battle plan together first." Celestia said. "How far out from the city are Nova Flare's troops?"
"Far enough for us to give the people some breathing room to evacuate should worst come to worst." Shining Armor answered. "Nova Flare's forces are mainly composed of ground units and a squadron or two of Valkyries. We could case the  ground with mine spells to help topple the ground forces a bit."
"Nightmare Moon and I would be more than happy to handle the aerial units." Celestia stated. "I haven't gotten to stretch my wings for a good while."
"If we still had access to our magic, you could rain fire upon our enemies." Nightmare Moon giggled. "But our weapons can do the job just as well. Just say the word and I'll bring the stars down on the ground forces."
"Well if we're looking to really deal some damage, I'm the guy for the job." Burst said. "I've got a few new tricks up my sleeve after training with Bahamut. And I'd say now's the perfect time to put them into practice. One of them takes a while to charge in order to get maximum effect. The other's good for dealing a lot of damage, but it takes up most of my magic power."
Shining Armor scratched his chin in thought. "Then we'll use the mine spells to slow down the advance of the ground units while you charge up one of those attacks."  "As for the other technique you mentioned, we'd better save that for when we get overwhelmed. I'd say we've got a decent strategy thrown together. We have three days to prepare our forces. Dark Ice. I'd rather you speak to them now rather than later. It just might give their morale the boost it needs for the days ahead."
"I'll. . . I'll do what I can." Dark Ice sighed. "I'm not all that good at speeches." And with that, Dark Ice left for his attempt to try and raise the morale of the Crystal Empire's army. It went without saying when he arrived at the barracks and saw all the soldiers there staring at him expectantly. As if they thought he could single handedly deliver a solution to all their problems. 
'Okay. Just speak from your heart. You know what it's like to be scared. Tell them why it's not a bad thing.' Dark Ice thought as he composed himself before addressing the troops. "You all know about what's coming for the Crystal Empire. You know about the enemy that threatens your home." Dark Ice took a deep breath. "And you all know that the last time the empire was threatened, you unfortunately were no match for King Sombra's magic. That defeat? The feelings of uselessness and the overwhelming fear that you'll fail again? That's good."
The Crystal Empire's soldiers were puzzled and started to mutter among themselves before they heard Dark Ice clear his throat.
"Let me be clear with all of you. Just because I'm the Element of Courage, that doesn't mean I'm not afraid of anything." Dark Ice continued. "In fact, it was my own fear that made me awaken as one of the Elements of Heroism." Ice took note of the surprised looks on the soldiers faces before continuing. "It was when I was rolling with a bad crowd. One of my brothers was fighting against me and them. The fight got pretty bad for my brother and the other Elements of Heroism, and I was having second thoughts about the crowd I was with. But what really shook me was when I saw my brother about to be killed by one of the guys I was fighting alongside with. I was so scared back then that I didn't think of anything else but saving my brother. At that moment, I refused to let my fear of failure stop me because I couldn't afford to fail. Not when I feared for his life and would do all that I could to save him. And right now, you are all facing a similar moment."
Dark Ice paused for a minute to observe the contemplative stare of the Crystal Empire's soldiers.
"I know you're not just scared for yourselves. Your friends. Your families. Your entire empire. All of that's on the line once again." Dark Ice  stated."Last time, things didn't go well for all of you. But I have to ask this: What scares you more? The thought of screwing up again, or having to live with the shame that you didn't take a stand when it meant protecting everything you know and love?! Because I don't find anything more terrifying than the thought of a world with Blitz Surge in charge and I didn't do a thing to try and stop him! Courage is forged when you face your fears! So who among you is willing to charge through the fire with me?!"
There was complete silence within the barracks. Silence that was soon broken by the shuffling of feet moving towards Dark Ice.
"I will fight!" One soldier declared as he strode ahead of his comrades. "I would sooner die than live under the rule of another tyrant!"
"I refuse to let my family suffer another world of fear and oppression!" Another soldier shouted!
"Time and again you have risked your life for the Crystal Empire!" Another cried out! "If we were to let you face the enemy by yourself would be more disgraceful than losing the battle! We would have no right to call ourselves soldiers!"
"I'm glad to hear that from all of you." Shining Armor said with a proud smile as he entered the barracks. "Listen up! We have three days to prepare for the enemy force on our doorstep! After those three days pass, we'll show them that we refuse to surrender! Show Blitz Surge and his Lancers our defiance! Show them the courage of the Crystal Empire!"
The soldiers roared in agreement as they began equipping themselves and polishing their skills for the coming battle! Satisfied with his efforts in raising the spirits of the army, Dark Ice decided to take his leave and make his way towards the castle's kitchen.
'Making a heroic speech really gets the appetite going.' Dark Ice thought to himself as he rubbed his growling stomach. "Can't very well fight on an empty stomach." He was about to grab a plate when he heard something hurtling towards him. Reacting quickly, Ice caught the object that had been thrown at him. An apple.
"Guess my aim was off." Indigo Zap said with a pout as she approached Dark Ice. "You know, just once I'd like for us to get together without the Crystal Empire being in danger."
"Alright. What'd I do, Indigo?" Dark Ice asked with a small smile. "Because if this is about the lack of calls, I can explain."
"You got kicked out of your home while a tyrant seized power and declared you and your friends renegades." Indigo Zap answered. "Not to mention you've been busy with your resistance and liberation efforts. Efforts you've succeeded in so far. Couldn't you have called before you got teleported over here?"
". . . I know you're not mad, but you look cute when you pout." Dark Ice chuckled. "So what's really got you upset?"
"It's just. . . every time we're brought together, it's usually because something bad's going down." Indigo Zap sighed. "Sombra. Blazing Mars. And now we've got Blitz Surge and the Lancers trying to take over the entire kingdom. And from all those times, we've been brought together. I hate that fact, Ice." A sad look was in Indigo's eyes as she locked gazes with Ice. "I hate that the times we've been brought together, you've had to fight."
"Trust me, I'm getting sick of this trend too." Dark Ice sighed before a small grin spread across his face. "But there's one gigantic positive once this is all over."
Indigo Zap tilted her head in curiosity. "Really?" 
"Yup." Dark Ice nodded. "It'll be hard for any future villains to top Blitz Surge. He's the worst of the worst, and I doubt anyone could be worse than him. Once he's beaten, I'd say things are gonna be quiet for a good, long while."
"Peace and quiet, huh?" Indigo Zap smiled. "I sure like the sound of that. It's a lot better than the conflict that's going on right now. Heck, it's only been a short while and people have already given it a name!"
"Oh? And just what have they dubbed the epic struggle between my friends and I and Blitz and his cronies?" Dark Ice chuckled.
"They started calling it 'The Hero Wars'. A bit weird, but it kinda makes sense." Indigo Zap shrugged. "Given how much Blitz rants and spews that you're all 'false heroes' and that he and his goons are 'true' heroes. As if! From what I've seen, he only cares about the fame and adoration he receives."
"Yeah? Well, he'll soon see what a real hero can do." Dark Ice said boldly. "Me and the guys have been wrecking his plans so far. And it won't be long before we bring his rule crashing down too! We're moving towards Castalot once things are done here. I don't know if any of our allies get good TV signals, but I'm pretty sure the whole world is against Blitz Surge."
"I think you'd better worry about the fight that's three days from now." Indigo Zap cautioned. "But, before you get out there." Indigo Zap walked up to Dark Ice and planted a kiss on his lips. A satisfied smile spread across her face as she pulled away. "A hero can't go into battle without a maiden's favor."
"Oh, really? Well, in that case." Dark Ice smirked as he kissed Indigo Zap. "Consider that a hero's promise. I'll survive this next battle even if it kills me."
"You do know that doesn't make sense right?" Indigo Zap giggled as she watched Dark Ice gather some food.
"Me and my friends are a band of heroic badasses." Dark Ice replied with a grin. "We're able to defy logic whenever we need to."
The following days were spent on intense training and planning for the coming siege of the Lancer forces. While the mine spells had been placed across the intended battleground, the amount of spells cast had to be significantly lower than desired as Valkyrie units were patrolling around the Lancer encampment. But in spite of this turn of events, the news only served to strengthen the resolve of the Crystal Empire's soldiers. The remaining days seemingly evaporated into thin air as the fated day of battle soon arrived. Both armies meeting a fair distance away from the city.
The opposing armies couldn't have been more opposite. While the Lancer forces were all machines with the same empty optics and bore no expressions, the faces of the Crystal Empire's army were hardened with resolve and determination to win. While Nova Flare sat in the center of her forces, Shining Armor stood at the front of his troops along with the Dark Ice, Burst Stream, Celestia, and Nightmare Moon. Save for the wind blowing through, the battlefield was silent.
"I offer you one last chance to accept my offer of salvation, Shining Armor." Nova Flare declared. "Simply turn your soldiers back home, and hand over the dethroned princesses and false heroes to me. Blitz Surge shall decide a fair punishment for them. This I promise."
"My answer is still the same." Shining Armor said with great steel in his voice! "Blitz Surge may sit on Unity's throne, but it's a throne he stole from worthy rulers! Rulers who stand beside me! And as for that 'false heroes' bit? I don't think I've ever heard a more disgusting lie in my life! Unlike your boss, the Elements of Heroism actually earned the title of heroes! They actually risked their lives time and again for Unity! Not to claim glory or fame, but because it was the right thing to do! And I've never been more privileged than to fight alongside them here and now!"
"So you stand together." Nova Flare said with disdain as she glared at Shining Armor. "Then together you shall fall. ATTACK!"
"Hold the line. . . " Shining Armor commanded as he noticed his soldiers switching into defensive positions. "Just a little bit longer. . . " A few seconds later, the Lancer forces had charged onto the area where the mine spells had been set! Triggering them the instant they set foot upon the land! The resulting explosions destroying a good number of basic units while disorienting others! "NOW! CHAAARGE!" Shining Armor drew his sword, and the army of the Crystal Empire charged forward! Their crystal spears firing blasts of energy from the blade!
"Don't bother with the Valkyrie units!" Shining Armor commanded as he blocked the sword of a Blade unit! "We've got all the air support we could ask for!"
True to his word, Celestia and Nightmare Moon were duking it out with the Valkyrie units in the sky above. However, to say it was a fair fight would be a lie. The two princesses were utterly dominating the air against their robotic foes. Though they may have been robbed of their magic, their fighting skill with weapons had not been diminished in the least! Celestia's blazing sword cut through the Valkyrie units like a hot knife through butter, while Nightmare Moon's lance and broadsword pierced the cores and clipped the wings of any enemies unfortunate enough to try and engage her. 
Back on the ground, Dark Ice was cleaving his way through the Lancer forces! His advance rallying the troops of the Crystal Empire to push back even harder against the invaders! "Hey, Burst! When are you gonna bust out the techniques you mentioned?!"
"In a few more seconds!" Burst Stream replied as his weapon in lightsaber slashed a Guardian unit in half! All the while, Burst Stream's dragon wings were glowing with a blue light! The light intensifying as time progressed. When the glow from the wings got particularly bright, Burst smirked! "There! This ought to open up a good-sized hole! IMPULSE!" With a flap of his wings, Burst sent out a destructive wave of energy that ripped through a good portion of the Lancer forces! "I'm charging up another one right now!"
"Alright!" Dark Ice cheered! "Now we've got a shot at getting to Nova Flare!"
"You heard him, men!" Shining Armor cried out as he joined Dark Ice's side! "Concentrate on that break in their line! We're breaking through!"
The soldiers of the Crystal Empire roared in acknowledgement as the charged towards the opening Burst Stream had created! Burst Stream let out more impulse attacks, but they were far less powerful than the initial one he unleashed since they hadn't been charged as long. However, the mattered very little as the forces fighting by his side managed to pressure the already thinning enemy line.
"Say, Moon?" Celestia asked as she cut down another Valkyrie unit. "Care to make the stars fall?"
"Heh!" Nightmare Moon smirked. "I thought you'd never ask!" Nightmare Moon aimed her lance down at the Lancers' ground forces! "STARFALL!" A shower of star-like blasts rained down upon the robotic army! Scrapping a good number of the enemy forces!
"It appears as though I will need to employ my trump card sooner than expected." Nova Flare glared at Nightmare Moon before powering up her magic and casting a spell over all the forces under her command! The spell was cast when Nova began singing and the aura of her magic shined with power! A similar aura appeared around the Lancer forces under her command! And when the forces of the Crystal Empire engaged the Lancer units in combat, they were shocked to find that the song-like spell that Nova Flare had increased the robots' strength! Even worse was the fact that after they struck down another Lancer robot, the remaining ones seemed to gain a boost in strength!
"What kind of crazy magic is this?!" Dark Ice grunted as he swung his claymore desperately to give the soldiers by his side! "She just starts singing a tune and now her troops get a power boost?!"
"It appears that Nova Flare has the abilities of a priestess. Meaning her magic is heavily support oriented." Celestia observed as she blocked any attacks directed at her with her shield! "It appears she cast two support spells at once!"
"Care to explain, princess?" Shining Armor asked as he bashed a Guardian unit with his shield! Disorienting it long enough for Burst to finish it with a charge shot! "They're not that much more durable, but they just keep getting stronger with each one we take down!"
"The spells Nova Flare cast are called Warriors' Will and Force of the Fallen!" Celestia answered as she dodged the spear of a Valkyrie unit! "The former boosts the strength or fighters while the latter grants a power boost that increases for each comrade that fell in battle to the whole army!"
"Crap!" Dark Ice growled as he barely fended off the hammer strike of a Guardian! "That means we're only making them stronger! The longer we keep this up, the easier it'll be for them to wipe us out! We need to get rid of these suckers all at once, but how?!"
"Most of my spells are defensive!" Shining Armor hissed in frustration! "The best I'd be able to do is stall them!"
"Actually, there is a way out of this." Burst Stream stated as he sheathed his weapons. "It's that other technique I mentioned! It doesn't take long to charge, and packs a REALLY big punch! Powerful enough to scrap all of those clankers marching towards us!"
"Thank Faust." Shining Armor sighed in relief. 
"But you have to get everyone to pull back!" Burst Stream cautioned! "Trust me! You don't want to be in the way when I let it loose! Get everyone to pull back! NOW!"
"Right!" Shining Armor nodded fiercely! "Everyone fall back! Give Burst Stream a wide berth! I repeat: Fall back now!"
Not wanting to see what would happen if they stayed, the soldiers of the Crystal Empire pulled away from the ever-closer Lancer forces! Once he saw that all his allies were a safe distance away, Burst Stream stared down the mechanical menaces that marched towards him!
"Alright Bahamut. Time to put your signature technique to the test." Burst Stream muttered to himself as he began pooling all of his magic power into a brilliant blue sphere of energy in front of his hands! When the Lancer forces were almost on top of him, Burst Stream spread his wings and took to the air! Aiming the sphere of magic down at his enemies and screaming out with all his might! "MEGA FLARE!" 
The sphere turned into a massive blue beam of magic that struck the Lancer army dead-on, and the massive explosion that followed the impact rocked the land and quaked the heavens! When the dust cleared, the entire remaining Lancer forces lay decimated! Burst Stream falling to the ground in exhaustion! Not wasting any time, Nightmare Moon flew straight for Burst Stream and caught him before he hit the ground!
"Quite the fireworks show." Nightmare Moon smiled. "I'd say you could give Inferno a run for his money with that kind of firepower."
"Yeah, it's pretty strong." Burst smiled weakly. "But it drains almost all of my magic power. I can't really afford to spam it." He then looked to see Dark Ice marching toward Nova Flare. "But I don't think that's gonna be a problem right now. . . "
Dark Ice glared at Nova Flare as he approached her. "It's over, Nova! Your forces are scrap metal now, and your boss is next on our list. Face the facts! You're not laying claim to the Crystal Empire"
"You speak as though I came to conquer, Dark Ice." Nova Flare said with a serene smile. "As I told Shining Armor: This is a mission of mercy. A mercy that I extended not just for him and his people, but to you as well."
"'Mercy'?" Dark Ice spat in disbelief! "What kind of sick excuse for mercy could I accept from you or your monster of a leader?!"
"Absolution from your past sins." Nova Flare replied. "I know of your troubled past, Dark Ice. The sins you committed while you served the Nightmare Forces shall never be forgotten. By either the ones you tormented, or yourself." Nova Flare saw Dark Ice flinch, and her smile grew as she took note of it. "While it's true the past cannot be wiped away, I can remove the guilt that shackles your heart. Lift the burden that weighs your soul down!" With each word, Nova Flare stepped closer to Dark Ice. "Let me wash away your regret, Dark Ice." Nova Flare extended her hand. "The spell I will cast can rescind the guilt and shame that stains your core."
Dark Ice was silent for a moment before taking a deep breath. "You can take your offer. . . " Dark Ice said as he stepped towards Nova Flare, and slapped her hand away! "AND SHOVE IT!" Nova Flare was completely rigid with shock while Dark Ice's friends cheered his decision! "I'll never be proud of the mistakes I made back then, but I won't regret them either! Because of them, I finally got my head straight and became better than I used to be! I don't have any guilt because I did the right thing before it was too late!" As he spoke, Dark Ice strode towards Nova Flare! The Lancer nervously backpedaling as Dark Ice advanced towards her!
"Admitting to your fears is something that only the truly courageous can do!" Dark Ice declared as he gripped the handle of his claymore! "And you're the biggest coward I've ever seen because you scared to admit that you're wrong about Blitz Surge! Honestly, I think you need time to sleep on it!" Dark Ice hit Nova Flare with the broad side of his claymore's blade! Knocking her out cold and dragging her towards Shining Armor. "One more down."
"And one left to go." Burst Stream said with a smile. "Hope you're ready Blitz. Because we're gonna come bursting through your front door!"

	
		Episode 26: Successor



Burst Stream took a deep breath as he reflected on the recent events. He honestly couldn't believe they were already so close to their end goal of liberating Castalot. At every turn they'd managed to break Blitz's control over the major regions of Unityville. They'd defeated all of Blitz Surge's commanders, and all that remained was to take down Blitz Surge himself. But first and foremost came the liberation of Unityville. If they were going to take back Castalot, they would need a solid foothold relatively close to it.
'Maybe after we take care of this, I can finally get around to sorting out these feelings of mine.' Burst Stream thought to himself as he watched Celestia and Nightmare Moon chatting. The two seemed to be having a fairly pleasant conversation if the smiles on their faces were any indication. Seeing the two prompted a sigh from Burst. These were the two women who had the largest impact on his life due to the fact he'd promised Celestia to save Luna, and to give Nightmare Moon's sad story a happy ending. This fact was what made the relationships he'd built with both of them so great and so troubling at the same time.
Deep in his heart, Burst Stream still loved Celestia despite him currently dating Nightmare Moon. But at the same time, he felt a genuine romantic love for Nightmare Moon too. One that was equally as powerful as the love he felt for Celestia. And that was the problem. No matter how Burst Stream tried to picture a life with only one of the two beside him, he couldn't. Namely because he didn't want either of them to be sad or alone. Especially given the many years both had spent alone. Burst Stream looked down at his hands in thought.
'I'm starting to see why harem anime is so popular now.' Burst thought with a frown. 'Nobody has to worry about someone getting hurt by being rejected and chosen above the others. I have a hand for each of them. . . but what am I saying?! I can't do that to them! They both deserve someone who can love them with all their heart! They shouldn't have to share someone like that! It's not fair to them!'
Burst let out a heavy sigh as he stared up at the sky in thought. 'I wonder what advice Dad could give me on how to deal with this? He's had multiple relationships before. Granted, one could barely be called that and the other one didn't go anywhere, but he still managed to sort out his feelings towards multiple women! If he can tell me how he did it, then I can do the same!'
"Burst?" Nightmare Moon called out as she waved her hand in front of Burst Stream's face. Snapping out of his thoughts. "We're about to head back to base to discuss taking back Unityville and using it as a foothold to siege Castalot. You coming or not?"
"Oh. Sorry about that, Moon." Burst chuckled. "Just kinda got caught up thinking about what's happened lately."
"Yeah. I can see that." Nightmare Moon smiled. "Me? I'm just happy that it'll be over soon. I love a good fight, but" She then gripped Burst's hand. "I love our peaceful times together even more."
"Trust me. After this mess is over, me and the guys are considering taking a looong vacation." Burst Stream sighed. "Faust knows we've earned it."
"Celestia just might make your vacation an order once we take down Blitz Surge." Nightmare Moon giggled. "Ready to teleport back to the castle?"
"Yep." Burst Stream nodded as he joined his companions in being teleported back to the Castle of the Two Sisters. "We're back!"
"Good to have you all back!" Inferno greeted his best friend with a grin! "The rest of us just got back not that long ago! And since we took down all his commanders, all that's left is that asshole of an usurper!"
"Indeed." Aether said with a sage nod as he entered the room. "Congratulations to all of you in your successful liberation efforts. We'll be heading for Unityville within a couple days. I'd say immediately, but we could all honestly use some time to rest after the last few battles. We all need to be at the top of our game if we want to cement our foothold."
"You guys heard my old man. Relax! That's an order!" Burst Stream smirked as his friends went off to rest and spend some quality time with their significant others. However, Burst was stopped when Aether put his hand on his shoulder. "Hm? What's up, Dad?"
"Son. I'd like a moment alone." Aether said with a small smile. "I hope that's alright with you."
"You kidding? You saved me and my friends' hide back in Castalot." Burst smiled. "That's worth more than enough minutes. So what did you wanna talk about?"
"It's not so much talking." Aether chuckled as he activated the lightsaber he'd wielded when he'd come to Burst Stream's aid when the heroes had tried to preemptively cripple the Lancer Forces. "Just felt like reliving some of our favorite memories."
"Really now?" Burst Stream smirked as he pulled out his primary blaster, pulled back the hammer and shifted back the barrel before igniting the lightsaber mode by pulling the trigger! "Bring it old man!"
"I could say the same to you, son!" Aether chuckled as he got into a defensive stance as he and Burst locked blades! Sparks flying out as their blades clashed! "I'm impressed, Burst! You managed to push me back a little with your first strike!"
"Still haven't knocked you back after all these years, Dad!" Burst replied as he blocked one of his father's strikes, and drew his spare blaster! Letting loose a few shots to put Aether even further on the defensive! "But you didn't say which of my tools I was limited to!"
"You say tools and not weapons? You really have grown, son." Aether smiled as he deactivated his lightsaber with Burst holstering his weapons as well. "I remember when you just started training with me, you thought that weapons make the warrior."
"Well, you sure ground that lesson into me thoroughly." Burst chuckled as he remembered the training he'd undergone shortly after dropping out of Celestia's School for Gifted Magi. "You were able to beat me with just a few punches and kicks. That taught me that the warrior is the weapon. Gear and equipment? That stuff is just tools and extensions. Heck, when I first officially met Blitz Surge, he said I wasn't a 'real warrior' because I used guns as well as swords." The two of them let out a brief laugh before Burst Stream's expression turned serious. "Hey, Dad?"
"What is it?" Aether asked in a concerned tone as he noticed his son's change in demeanor.
"Do you think I'm a real hero?" Burst Stream asked. "More importantly, if Blitz and I had our origins swapped, would you still consider me your true son?"
Silence reigned between the pair of them for a moment before Aether stepped towards his son and took a deep breath. Looking Burst Stream right in the eye as he spoke to him.
"Burst Stream." Aether began. "Regardless of your origins, be it being born the same way as Blitz Surge, natural means like how you came into this world, or by adoption, there is one indisputable fact that cements you as my son. I raised you, Burst. From the moment you came into this world as a baby, and to the young man that I see before me now. Though we share blood, there is a far more powerful bond that cements us as family. One of heart and soul. From the second you came into this world, I felt with all of my heart and deep in my soul that I loved you and that you were my child."
"Thanks Dad." Burst Stream smiled.
"I'm not finished yet kiddo." Aether chuckled. "In every battle you've fought, you always made sure to take the fight away from people. When the enemy could no longer fight, you showed them mercy. Despite all your battles, you only ever attacked in self-defense. But I think the actions that speak most about you were when Nightmare Moon returned. Instead of treating her like a monster or threat, you treated her like a person. And never once did you ever do it for the glory. You fought against evil because it was simply the right thing to do. Even more significant is that you did it to save people. Taking all of this into account, you're not a hero, Burst. You're a SUPER hero. And I couldn't be prouder to say that."
"It means a lot to hear that from you." Burst Stream beamed. "You know, one day, I hope to be as good as you."
"No, son." Aether chuckled. "One day, you're going to be better than me." 'And something tells me that day will be coming very soon.' The moment between parent and child was soon interrupted by Nightfall Silver screaming at the top of his lungs and running through the castle's halls!
"GUYS! GUYS!" Nightfall Silver shouted as he made a mad dash to each of the heroes! "YOU'RE NOT GONNA BELIEVE THIS! YOU NEED TO SEE THIS!"
"Whoa! Slow down there Nightfall!" Inferno cautioned as he clamped his hands down on Nightfall's shoulders! "What's got you so worked up that you can't just tell us about it?"
"Telling you won't do it justice, Inferno!" Nightfall exclaimed! "Where's Burst and his dad at?! They need to see this the most!"
"Ask and we'll answer." Burst Stream replied. "Now what've you got to show us that's so urgent?"
"This way!" Nightfall beckoned! "The others need to see this too! They should be gathered by now!" 
It wasn't long before the heroes were all assembled in front of Nightfall's computer. And the sight displayed on it was more than enough to warrant Nightfall's extreme reaction. The screen displayed the broadcast of Blitz Surge and a reporter sitting across from each other. The title of the segment being "BLITZ SURGE SEEKING PEACE TERMS WITH ELEMENTS OF HEROISM. THE END OF THE HERO WARS?"
"No way. . . " Inferno shook his head in disbelief. "I don't believe this!"
"Surrendering after his commanders are defeated." Celestia said as she tilted her head in confusion. "Why would he give up when he holds a power that even we gods can't beat?"
"Either he finally grew a brain, or he's got something up his sleeve." Nightmare Moon scoffed as she crossed her arms. "It doesn't change the fact he's overdue for an ass kicking."
"So, Blitz Surge. What prompted you to seek out peace terms with the Elements of Heroism?" The reporter asked. A nervous edge in their voice as they questioned the usurper.
"The answer is quite simple. My commanders proved incompetent." Blitz Surge answered. "I had gathered them with the hopes of forming a team to counter the Elements of Heroism. But it appears they did not live up to my expectations."
"Not hard to see why given the numerous battles the Elements of Heroism have fought." The reporter noted. "Especially since they outnumber your commanders and some of them even ascended to godhood. Making them literally on the same level as our rulers."
Blitz Surge bristled and recovered, but it was sensed by all of the heroes as they continued to view the press announcement.
"Former rulers." Blitz stated flatly. "But seeing as how my robotic forces and commanders are greatly outmatched, it stands to reason that any further deployment of units would be futile. And. . . " Blitz Surge turned to look directly into the camera. And as he did, a foreboding smile crept across his face. "I wish to reconcile with my brother. Our reunion has been long overdue."
"Alright, I've seen enough of this." Burst Stream groaned. "Nightfall? Please shut this off. I don't think any of us can take another second of it."
"You don't need to tell me twice." Nightfall quipped as he immediately tuned off of the broadcast. "So. What's our next move?"
"Isn't it obvious? We siege Castalot!" Dark Ice exclaimed!
"That was our game plan after liberating the areas occupied by Lancer forces." Steel Edge noted.
"But it looks like we might have an alternative to that option." Arctic Ace said as he stroked his chin in thought. "But I've got the feeling Blitz Surge's peace terms will only be in favor of one party."
"Believe me, Ace. I don't buy what he's spouting for a second." Burst Stream said with frown as he crossed his arms. "Deep in my gut, I know Blitz isn't one to compromise. The only peace he'll ever accept is if I denounce myself as a hero and my dad's son, or if my corpse is under his foot." An uncertain look was present in Burst's eyes. "Still. . . "
"Burst." Inferno asked as he cautiously addressed his best friend and leader. "What are you thinking?"
Burst Stream took a deep breath before addressing the gathered heroes. "I'm thinking that I should at least try to settle this without any further fighting. But before any of you start thinking I'm crazy, I'm going in there with with the Duelist Arms. In fact, all of us will be going armed to the teeth. Some part of me can't help but know things won't go right, but I really hope that part of me is wrong. Nightfall, when and where did the broadcast say this meeting would happen?"
"Within a couple days. Two at the minimum." Nightfall answered. "You sure that you want to go through with this?"
"If we don't, then Blitz will use it to try and demonize us." Burst Stream let out a sigh, but it was followed by a small smile. "But something tells me that it won't work. They didn't buy that his coup was for the greater good, so why trust anything else he spews from his mouth?"
"Then it looks like we'll have day or two to recuperate from our previous battles." Celestia chimed in with a warm smile. "A short rest, but one we've earned nonetheless."
"You heard the princess!" Aether chuckled. "Can't save the world if you're dead tired, can you?"
"True enough." Burst Stream shrugged as he made his way towards his father. "Hey, Dad? There's another piece of advice I could use right now."
"It's regarding your love life, isn't it?" Aether asked with a knowing smile. "I knew this matter would always be on your mind son. Ever since Shining Dawn forced you and Celestia to separate, and your recent 'return from the dead' and reunion with all of us."
"A parent's intuition at work, huh?" Burst chuckled before uncertainty once again became visible on his face. "How'd you do it Dad? How did you manage to sort out your feelings towards multiple women in you life? I know it was easy for Mom and that sorting out your feelings towards Shining Dawn's witch of a mother, but what about how you felt towards Abyss and Mom?"
"Well the answer's quite simple, son." Aether said with a fatherly smile. "I always tried to picture a life without one of them. How being with them made me feel. With Abyss, it felt like having a trusted friend you could always confide in. While she did help me recover from Radiant Dawn betraying me, I couldn't picture myself having a life with her. Your mother, on the other hand, was someone that I couldn't see myself without. Now for the real question. Who can you picture a life without: Celestia or Nightmare Moon? And how do each of them make you feel?"
"I. . . " Burst Stream closed his eyes as he tried to visualize a life where he was either exclusively with Celestia or Nightmare Moon. And much like the other times he'd tried to visualize it, he couldn't. As for how they made him feel, he felt complete when both of them were with him. Largely because both of them played a large part in his life. "I can't."
"Then you have your answer." Aether smiled. "In fact, it kind of makes sense that you'd fall for both of them. You fight with all of yourself. Both light and darkness in complete harmony."
"Thanks Dad." Burst smiled as he hugged his father. "Once this is all over, I'll tell them about my feelings. Whatever the consequences are, I'll accept them. Even if it means neither of them want anything to do with me once all is said and done."
'Something tells me you won't have to worry about that outcome.' Aether thought with a knowing smile as he watched his son depart for the company of his fellow elements and heroes. 'You've come so far from where you began. And soon you'll go even farther.'
Two days passed in the blink of an eye, and the day of negotiations had arrived. The group of heroes had arrived an hour before the designated time, and were waiting in Unityville for Blitz Surge to arrive. Sure enough, the usurper made a grand entrance. A smug smile on his face as he made his way towards Burst Stream and the others. He thought that striding forwards with a small squadron of all the Lancer units created would inspire awe in the townspeople. But all he saw in their eyes was fear and disgust.
"It's strange that I'm receiving such a chilly reception." Blitz Surge chuckled. "After all, I'm the hero who liberated them from the rule of useless leaders and drove out a band of pretenders that dared to call themselves heroes. A band led by one who is unworthy of being the son of the land's greatest hero. It's so good to see you again brother. Have you witnessed the fruits of my labor? Is the harmony I've brought not glorious?"
'You're the only pretender here. You didn't liberate anything. And you're the farthest thing from a hero.' Burst Stream thought with a scowl before replying. "Freedom is the right of all sentient beings, Blitz Surge."
"It's disgusting to hear a pretender like you quote those greater than yourself." Blitz Surge frowned. His hand reaching for his katana, but stopping as his face returned to a neutral expression. "But today is not for further strife. Today is about ending our little sibling rivalry."
"You're no family of mine." Burst Stream stated flatly. "But you're at least right about this meeting's purpose. What're your terms?"
"It's quite simple, brother." Blitz Surge smirked. "I want you and your friends to officially renounce yourselves as official heroes. If any of you wish to continue the never ending battle of justice, you will be more than welcomed within the Lancers. However," An evil glint appeared in Blitz Surge's eyes. "You, brother, shall be imprisoned for the rest of your life. The rest of your friends are free to go, but you shall be brought to justice for your crimes!"
"What am I charged with?" Burst Stream frowned.
"For falsely declaring yourself a hero!" Blitz Surge snapped! "You have desecrated the mantle I so rightly deserve!"
"And yet you've never done anything to prove that you do." Burst Stream shot back. "But before we get lost, there's another important matter. Leadership of Unity."
"Ah, yes." Blitz smirked. "Celestia and Luna will be more than welcome to have positions as advisors to me. Nightmare Moon. however, shall be sent to where she belongs. Imprisoned upon the moon."
"All of your peace terms strangely seem to benefit only you." Burst Stream stated crossly as he narrowed his eyes. "Why should you be allowed to sit on Unity's throne when you don't know a thing about ruling? Especially since we've been doing just fine under Celestia and Luna's rule. I could understand your sentiment with Nightmare Moon's sentencing, but I refuse to accept that term since she's taken responsibility for her actions. Also, I never proclaimed to the world that I'm a hero."
"So you refuse to compromise, do you?" Blitz Surge frowned. "Perhaps the power you held as the leader of the Elements of Heroism has gone to your head."
"How are any of your terms compromises?" Burst Stream snapped. "Because no matter how I look at it, you still walk away with the most gains. That's not how talks like these work."
"Oh? Since when did you become so knowledgeable about negotiations?" Blitz Surge asked with a sly smile. "All the times I've seen you solve problems, they always involved you throwing your weapons and might around."
"Because that's what a leader is supposed to do." Burst Stream answered. His serious expression never wavering in the face of Blitz Surge's goading! "What I suggest is that you return the throne to Celestia and Luna, and relinquish the Power of Harmony. It's not meant to be used in the ways you have. The Lancers will face the consequences of their actions. You'll be no exception to that."
"How delusional of you." Blitz Surge scoffed. "Still trying to make me the villain of the story."
"Are you that blind to what you've done?!" Burst Stream's calm finally broke! "All the people you've hurt?! How you oppressed the same people you claim to protect?!"
"A false hero and unworthy son has no right to question or look down on me." Blitz Surge scoffed before turning his attention to Aether. "But father, I suppose there is one amendment to Burst Stream's proposed terms that would make them acceptable. After all, both parties should receive some gain from this compromise, yes?"
"Name your amendment." Aether frowned. 
"Disown Burst Stream as your son." Blitz Surge answered with a gleeful smile. "In his stead, name me as your heir and successor to the mantle of hero! And once the pretender is cast out, you can reclaim mother from the filthy changeling that has seduced her! We can be a family as we were always meant to-!"
"I refuse." Aether said flatly. The anger in his eyes betraying the calm expression on his face. "I already have a family and so do you. Your mother. You have lived without me in your life just fine."
"I don't think he's going to listen to you Dad." Burst Stream sighed. "And honestly? I've had enough of listening to him. I can't abide by any of your terms, Blitz Surge. Especially any arrangement leads to you not answering for your crimes!"
"Then there will be no peace!" Blitz Surge cried out as a rainbow-colored aura exploded to life around him! His whole body bulking up more as a result! "I have been increasing my immersion into the power of Harmony! And now. . . YOU SHALL ALL FACE MY DIVINE JUSTICE!"
'I knew it would come to this. I just didn't want it to be true.' Burst Stream thought to himself as he and his friends readied their weapons! "Everyone get ready!" But before the other heroes could ready themselves, Blitz Surge bound all of them save for Burst and Aether in chains forged from the Power of Harmony!
"BEGONE!" Blitz Surge shouted as he sent out a wave of harmony magic to push out the bound heroes! Leaving him with only Burst and Aether! With a snap of his fingers, Blitz Surge created a barrier around the three of them! "This is a family matter."
"So. This is what they call a heartwarming family reunion." Burst Stream said as he readied his weapons. "You good to go on this fight, Dad?"
"If he's so determined to call himself my son," Aether sighed before igniting his own lightsaber! "Then I'll give him the discipline he so rightly deserves!"
"You. . . " Blitz Surge growled as he glared at Burst Stream and Aether standing against him! "YOU FILTHY PRETENDER! YOU TURNED FATHER AGAINST ME!" And he shot out a blast of magic right at Burst in his rage!
"He was never on your side to begin with!" Burst Stream countered as he deflected the blast! 'He's not kidding when he said that he immersed himself in Harmony! It was bad enough when he just channeled the power into his sword strikes! Now he can send blasts of it out too!' "If you stopped being so self-centered, maybe you'd see that!"
"Son," Aether cautioned as he and Burst took to the air to avoid the shockwave Blitz Surge sent out by pounding the ground! "I don't think he's in a listening mood!"
"I WILL CLAIM WHAT IS RIGHTFULLY MINE!" Blitz Surge roared as he unleashed a rapid series of blasts from his hands! Prompting Burst and Aether to cast shield spells around themselves to guard against the barrage! "I WILL NOT BE DENIED!" Channeling the power of Harmony into his fists, Blitz Surge leaped into the air and smashed the shield spells! With another rage-filled roar, Blitz swung his empowered fists around in the hopes of swatting Burst Stream to the ground! However, Aether's interference made that difficult!
For each time Blitz Surge attempted to swat Burst Stream out of the sky, Aether slashed to distract him! And with Blitz Surge distracted, this gave Burst Stream an excellent window to lay down some punishment! Wasting no time, Burst Stream charged up a shot from his blaster and fired it point blank! The shock of Aether fighting him and the force of the blast managed to knock Blitz Surge back to ground level! But when the dust cleared, he barely had a scratch on him!
"Dammit! Not a scratch on him!" Burst Stream growled as he and Aether landed!
"The power of Harmony is something not even gods can stand against." Aether stated as he adopted a defensive stance. Burst Stream soon following his father's lead. "And in the hands of someone as unstable as Blitz, it's incredibly dangerous."
"You are wise to caution the pretender, Father." Blitz Surge said with a wicked smile as he conjured spears made out of the power of Harmony! Aiming them right at Burst Stream! "Leave this business to me, Father. I shall rid you of the stain on your legacy and our bloodline."
"I'm not that easy to get rid off!" Burst Stream retorted! "You should've known that when you left me to die in the Everfree Forest after ambushing me! Not very heroic of you."
"You SHOULD have died there!" Blitz Surge snarled! "Your very existence is a sin against me! Your entire LIFE is an insult to me! All you've done! All you've ever had! It was all supposed to be mine!" With all his fury, Blitz Surge launched the spears at Burst Stream! Only for Burst and Aether to block and deflect them!
"You already had a happy life! One with a mother who you meant the world to!" Burst Stream countered as he deflected the spears of harmony! "But it just wasn't good enough for you, was it?! So you expected that just because you called yourself a hero and underwent the training, but did nothing to earn that mantle, that Dad would just accept you?! Not only that, but you would've let innocent people suffer just so you could get the biggest spotlight possible when you decided to finally act?! If anything, you're the only disgrace here!"
"If I'm so horrible, then strike me dead where I stand, brother!" Blitz Surge smirked as he ceased his attacks, and stood still with his arms out to his sides in a beckoning gesture. "Strike me down with all your might behind you!"
"Whatever happens, just know you asked for it!" Burst Stream snapped as he began channeling magic into his right fist! "WHITE LIGHTNING. . . " Burst Stream flew right at Blitz Surge, and struck him right in the face with his charged-up fist! 
"NO, BURST!" Aether cried out in warning! "HE'S BAITING YOU!"
But Aether's warning came too late as Burst Stream was already within striking distance of Blitz Surge!
"OVERDRIVE!" A massive explosion of light energy erupted from the impact! But when the light died down, Blitz Surge was still standing and had barely moved an inch! Pure terror was seen in Burst Stream's eyes as Blitz stared back with a cold smile.
"Impressive. For a mongrel." Blitz Surge chuckled. "But allow me to show you the attack of a TRUE hero!" Blitz began channeling his magic and the power of Harmony into his right fist! "Harmonic Overdrive: One-Fifth Impact." Burst was too shocked from the failure of his attack that he couldn't move as Blitz struck him in the stomach! An explosion of rainbow-colored light enveloping Burst Stream! The Element of Power screaming in agony as the attack hit him!
"AAAAUUUUGGGHHH!"
The entire crowd looked on in horror as the light died down and Burst Stream fell to his knees! Panting heavily as he tried to get on his feet!
"Strange. I expected you to be in worse shape than you are." Blitz Surge frowned as he noted the state of Burst Stream. "Perhaps you not only gained dragon wings, but also their resistance to magic. No matter." A cruel smile spread across Blitz Surge's face as he reached for his katana. "Perhaps this day will end like a hero's story. With me cutting down a vile beast!"
"NO!" Aether shouted as he encased Burst Stream in a bubble of magic, and hurled him out of Unityville! Safely out of Blitz Surge's reach! "I will not allow you to harm my son any further!"
"How can you favor that abomination over me?!" Blitz Surge growled as he and Aether stared each other down! "I was made from a literal part of your essence! I am more like you than Burst Stream could ever be!"
"Then I refuse to recognize you as my child!" Aether declared! "The point of your life is not to become me! It's to be your own person! To carve out your own identity! If all you wish to be is another me, then you have no life of your own!" Aether's anger soon gave way to sadness. "But there is still a chance for you to be a hero. To be a better person than who I see before me. I can't recognize you as my son, Blitz Surge. But I can lead you down the path to become the hero you see yourself as!"
Blitz Surge was silent for a moment before her scowled at Aether. "I knew it. That pretender has corrupted you from the day he was born. A true hero would never be so pathetically soft and merciful as you are."
"Then I truly am not your father." Aether said sadly. "Because you don't know me at all."
"I am done listening, old man." Blitz Surge hissed as the aura of Harmony exploded around him, and he launched an all-out assault against Aether! The god was unprepared for the flurry of blows and caught the full force of the attack! It wasn't long before Aether was launched into the air by a vicious uppercut! Blitz then reached for his katana, and leaped into the air! Unleashing a lighting-fast quickdraw slash before snapping his fingers! A pair of wings constructed from the power of Harmony appeared on Blitz's back before shattering into various rainbow-colored lasers and positioning themselves all around Aether! Blitz Surge floated down to the ground and sheathed his katana. "Harmony of Justice."
As soon as Blitz sheathed his katana, the lasers pelted Aether! The onslaught was relentless and only ended when a massive rainbow-colored beam enveloped Aether! Sending the god down to the ground and forming a crater upon impact! Blitz Surge wasted no time to gaze upon Aether's defeated form. 
"You're right, father. I don't need to be the next you." Blitz Surge sneered. "Because I have surpassed you. I now command a power that not even the gods can stand against, and now I have bested you. By this right, I am your better."
Meanwhile, Burst Stream had tried to bust his way out of the bubble spell Aether had cast on him. But try as he might, it didn't look like the bubble spell would fade until he reached the edge of Unityville!
'Damn! I played right into Blitz's hands!' Burst Stream thought to himself as he saw that he was quickly approaching the outskirts! 'Hold tight Dad! Once I'm out of this thing, I'm flying right back to you! I promise you, I'm gonna make this right!'
Back at Unityville, Blitz was still taking in Aether's defeated form. But before he could gloat any further, something made him freeze in place. Aether was laughing. It was weak and sounded like it hurt to do so, but it was laughter all the same.
"Just what do you find so amusing?" Blitz Surge scoffed as he looked down on Aether. "Are you so arrogant or deluded to think that you can defeat me in your state?"
"No." Aether chuckled weakly. "I'm laughing that you think it would be me to bring you down." Slowly but surely, Aether rose to his feet. A proud smile on his face. "No. It's not my destiny to defeat you. That destiny belongs to my son."
"You still praise that pretender so highly?" Blitz Surge growled. "What hope does he have if I can beat you?"
Burst Stream's bubble had just touched down on Unityville's outskirts!
"Finally!" Burst exclaimed as he spread his wings and took off back towards town! "I've gotta hurry! There's no time to lose!"
"By defeating me, you'll unleash a force stronger than even the power of Harmony." Aether replied. "One far stronger than you could possibly imagine. You are waking a sleeping dragon, Blitz Surge. One that will awaken to the true greatest power of a hero. Hope."
Blitz Surge simply frowned as he prepared to cast a spell on Aether! "I would like to see him try once you stand as a monument to my victory, and his failure."
"DAD!" Burst Stream cried out as he hovered above the center of town! "HOLD ON!"
Aether noticed his son's cry, and his proud smile brightened even further as he activated his lightsaber and held it in front of him with a peaceful expression on his face. Closing his eyes as he accepted his fate. And Burst Stream's eyes went wide with horror as he saw what was unfolding!
"NOOOO!" Burst Stream screamed as he tried to intercept the spell Blitz Surge cast! But it was too late. A blinding light went off as the spell made contact with Aether. And when the light died down, Aether stood as a platinum statue. And the sight of it made Burst fall to his knees as he landed before his father. Tears already falling from his eyes. "Dad. . . "
"I want you to know one thing above anything else, brother." Blitz Surge spat with as much venom as he could muster while approaching Burst Stream. "This is all YOUR fault. Your foolish rebellion forced my hand. As did your turning of father against me. THIS is your punishment for the sin of existing! And for that, now. . . " Blitz Surge's hand gripped the handle of his katana. "YOU DI-!" 
Before Blitz could strike, a powerful aura of magic exploded from Burst Stream! The force of it knocking Blitz Surge back! Unlike the standard aura of Burst Stream's magic, this one was royal blue! And as Burst turned to face Blitz, his eyes were glowing with light of the same color! Burst Stream scowling at Blitz Surge as he advanced towards him! Each step making a crater as he went! Blitz Surge was shocked to see this much power coming from Burst Stream, but what happened next rocked him to his core! Burst Stream threw his head back, and roared!
"HHHHHRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHH"
But this was no roar that a human could make. Nor one of any mere beast! It was the roar of an ancient and powerful being whose anger had hit its breaking point! The roar of anger and sorrow let loose when one lost a loved one! The roar of an angry dragon! And as the aura stabilized, Burst Stream looked back at Blitz Surge with a dragon's eyes. But to Blitz Surge, it was if two sets of eyes were piercing through him. For faintly in the pupil of Burst Stream's eyes, Bahamut could be seen glaring furiously at Blitz Surge!
For a minute, all was silent as the two powerhouses stared each other down. But inwardly, Blitz Surge was beginning to feel something he'd never felt in Burst Stream's presence before. Fear. He was so utterly shaken by this burst of power, and terrified by the aura now surrounding Burst Stream! Out of instinct he took a step backwards. That was all the invitation Burst Stream needed to attack!
With blinding speed, Burst Stream launched a devastating punch to Blitz's stomach! Winding the usurper long enough to land a ferocious kick to the face! But Burst was far from finished as he let loose a flurry of rapid punches! Each one was delivered with great precision, and hit with the ferocity of the dragon king whose power he'd inherited! When he finally ceased his storm of blows, Burst Stream summoned his two-in-one weapon and shifted it into lightsaber mode! Channeling magic into the blade alongside his power, a platinum aura engulfed the entire weapon before he unleashed the power in one slash!
"BAHAMUT'S ROAR!" Burst Stream roared as a projection of Bahamut crashed into Blitz Surge! The attack breaking through any excuse for a guard that Blitz tried to put up! At the end, Blitz was significantly roughed up and on the ground, shivering in fright as Burst Stream stood over him. "Get out." And in a flash of light, Blitz Surge teleported back to Castalot.
All of Unityville erupted into cheers for Burst Stream's victory over Blitz Surge! While they people celebrated, the other heroes gathered around Burst Stream after Blitz's bindings shattered upon his defeat. Burst took one look at the statue his father had become, and tears silently fell down his face.
'Blitz Surge. I swear I'm going to stop you.' Burst thought as he stared towards Castalot before turning his attention back to his father. 'I'll show you what a real hero is!'

	
		Episode 27: Loss & Love



It was only an hour after Blitz Surge had been sent packing out of Unityville courtesy of an incredibly pissed off Burst Stream. Though cheers no longer rang through the air, the atmosphere around town was most certainly elevated from its initial state. And none were quite as happy as the Elements of Heroism. Namely Night Fang after he'd seen Narico running full tilt at him with Abyss trailing behind.
"FANG!" Narico cried out to his adoptive brother in relief and joy as he nearly tackled the Element of Determination! "You came back! I knew you'd come!"
"Of course I would." Fang grinned as he patted the young changeling king's head. "A big bro's gotta keep his kid brother safe, doesn't he?"
"Maybe I should schedule a playdate for him and Sonata." Aria smirked as she walked up to Fang's side and wrapped an arm around him. "Nice to see you again, your highness."
"You too!" Narico beamed as he released his hold on Fang and returned to Abyss's side. "Looks like Blitz Surge has been sent packing!"
"Yes, my son has been driven back." Abyss nodded before casting a sad glance at the platinum-petrified Aether at the center of town. "Though it has come at a great price." Guilt pierced Abyss's heart as she looked to the ground in shame. Tears beginning to sting her eyes as she tried to hold them back. "It's all my fault, isn't it? Aether didn't love me like he did the mother of Burst Stream, and I was so desperate to have the child that he couldn't give me! And because I spoke so fondly of Aether, about how great a hero he was, I influenced him to walk down this path! Giving him the notion that if he became a hero and stood before Aether, we could become a family again!" And like that, the dam burst. Abyss falling to her knees as the tears flowed freely. "And I helped him along his foolish quest! ALL OF THIS IS BECAUSE I COULDN'T SEE WHAT BLITZ WAS BECOMING!"
"Get a hold of yourself!" Aria snapped as she yanked Abyss to her feet and shook her a bit! A stern look in her eyes as she glared into Abyss's! "You're right. You DID help enable Blitz Surge. But you know what?! Not all the blame is on your shoulders! Yeah, you could've been a bit more observant or convinced him that making Aether a part of your family didn't matter. But crying over what should've been done ain't gonna fix what's already happened! And more importantly," Aria's gaze and tone softened. "What you did was natural. Good mothers just want to see their kids be happy. It's good you feel responsible for how Blitz Surge turned out. But everything he's done was of his own decision. He's the one that decided to try and kill Burst Stream and take over the kingdom. You didn't plant any of that in his head, that was all him."
". . . Thank you." Abyss said weakly as Aria released her. Looking at Narico as she dusted herself off. "And I suppose it lead to another good thing as well."
"Can't argue with you there." Narico said with a loving smile.
"Still, the events of today have also yielded a silver lining." Abyss stated with a serious look on her face.
"And what's that?" Fang asked.
"I feel that information would best be delivered later on." Abyss replied as she gestured at Burst Stream who was still sitting before his imprisoned father. "Especially after Burst Stream has fully recovered from his loss."
"Yeah." Fang nodded as he cast a worried glance towards his leader. "I can't even imagine what's going through his head right now."
Burst Stream just sat quietly in front of the statue form his father had been imprisoned in. Despite Blitz Surge being largely responsible for his father's current state, Burst Stream couldn't help but know that he himself was also at fault. The longer Burst gazed upon the platinum prison of his father, the more his thoughts drowned out the outside world.
'I'm so sorry, Dad.' Burst thought as he tried to make himself as small as possible. Using his dragon wings to hide himself. 'I should've known better than to trust any form of peace terms Blitz Surge could think of. The worst part is, he knew how bad this would hurt me. And he enjoyed doing it, thinking it would make me fall apart before him!' Burst Stream's sorrow soon gave way to anger as he slowly stood up and glared in the direction of Castalot.
'Blitz Surge. You took my home. You hurt the women I love. You forced my friend and I to become rebels! And now you took my dad from me!' Burst Stream raged within his mind as he clenched his fists! Unbeknownst to him, his pupils had narrowed into slits! 'I swear. . . I sweat you're gonna pay for this! Somehow, I'll bring that barrier you put up crashing down! And when I do, you better pray for any of my friends for some mercy! Because I won't show you any!'
"Burst!" Inferno Flare called out! Snapping his friend out of his anger-riddled thoughts. If only for a moment. "Are you. . . alright?"
"I'm mostly healed from sending Blitz Surge packing. I'll be fine with a little more rest." Burst replied. Though there was a slight edge in his voice upon answering. "How are the others?"
"Everyone else is in top form." Inferno answered with a smile.
"Good." Burst Stream nodded. "Because within the next hour, we're laying siege to Castalot."
"Wait, what?!" Inferno was shocked at Burst's declaration! "I didn't mishear you did I? You want to siege Castalot. Today. And you're being completely serious?"
"Do I look like I'm joking to you, Inferno?" Burst snapped as he narrowed his eyes. 
"No. You don't. And that's the problem." Inferno sighed. "Burst Stream, this is a bad idea. I mean, think about it! You're still recovering from your fight against Blitz Surge! And that's not counting the loss you've just gotten! Because of that-"
"That's exactly why we need to siege Castalot as soon as possible!" Burst shouted in anger! "I have to put a stop to Blitz Surge NOW! The longer we wait, the more chances we give him to launch a counterattack on us! And Faust knows he won't have any qualms about putting civilians in the crossfire! For all the horrible things he's done. . . for all the people he's hurt, he has to pay!"
"Burst, I'm only saying this as your friend." Inferno said calmly. "You need to process things. I'm speaking from an experience similar to yours. When Blitz Surge challenged me for leadership, I let my emotions get the better of me because we were all still hurting a bit from your presumed death. Blitz exploited my anger at his disrespect towards your memory, and goaded me into being curbstomped by him. And given how angry you are, you're more than capable of making the same mistake I did!"
"I thought you were supposed to have my back." Burst growled.
"I do! That's exactly why I'm trying to talk you out of this!" Inferno argued. "I can't even imagine the pain you feel right n-"
"No! You can't!" Burst roared! Fluxing in and out of his Nightmare Form as his anger spiked at the memory of his father's imprisonment in platinum! "You didn't just see one of your parents get turned into a statue! When I see Blitz Surge next, I'm taking him down! Permanently!"
Inferno narrowed his eyes. "So you're willing to be just as merciless as he is? You're fine with killing him in cold blood?"
"This isn't the first time I've destroyed my enemy, Inferno." Burst scowled. "You saw what I did to Night Terror and Shining Dawn."
"Those are different cases!" Inferno snapped! "Night Terror had us all on our last legs and was about to finish us off for good! Shining Dawn went mad because of the Avatar Amulet and was willing to wipe his entire estate off the map just to get rid of you! Both of those times, you acted to defend yourself and others! That's what a hero does!"
"So am I not allowed to make Blitz Surge answer for what he's done?!" Burst shouted!
"That's not what I'm saying at all!" Inferno argued! "All I'm trying to say is that you should take the time to process your grief so you don't do something that'll haunt you for the rest of your life! That way you can deliver REAL justice for the wrongs Blitz committed! You said earlier that Blitz had to pay for all the people he's hurt. But if you face him right now, you'd only be getting payback for yourself! And you'd more than likely lose! I'd be lying if I said anyone other than you would be more fitting to take down Blitz Surge, but that's something that isn't possible in your current condition!"
But before either of them could get another word in their argument, the other Elements of Heroism had gathered with Nightfall Silver leading them.
"Guys. I know what you're arguing about is important, but we've got some unwanted guests dropping by!" Nightfall informed them. "My scans picked up on a force of Lancer units coming our way! I guess Blitz didn't appreciate getting kicked out!"
"We should be able to deal with those clankers easily." Inferno nodded as he turned to face Burst. "Burst, this is gonna have to-what?!" Inferno was surprised to see Burst Stream had taken to the air and was flying out to meet the Lancer force! "Oh no. . . c'mon! We've gotta get him back here now!"
"Why?" Dark Ice asked. "Couldn't Burst scrap the incoming force on his own?"
"That's exactly what I'm afraid of." Inferno sighed. "With the grief he's going through, he'd more than likely try to take on Blitz Surge after destroying those bots! And he'd more than likely loose given how his emotions are ruling his actions!"
Despite the other Elements of Heroism giving chase, Burst Stream had already landed in front of the Lancer force sent to Unityville. As the robotic soldiers drew readied their weapons, Burst Stream bolted forward with his 2-in-one weapon in lightsaber mode! Furiously slashing apart the Blade units' weapons before cutting them to pieces!
The Valkyrie units tried to pick him off from the air, but Burst Stream quickly taking to the air rendered their tactics useless as he whipped out his spare blaster, and shot their wings! Sending them tumbling toward the ground! They didn't have a chance to recover as Burst sheathed his weapons and shot a blast of white lightning at them! Frying the downed Valkyrie units! With the aerial units eliminated, Burst Stream turned his attention to the ground units. Drawing his two-in-one, he used its blaster mode to incapacitate the Blade units before landing in front of them and switching to his weapon's lightsaber mode! Hacking the infantry units to pieces! 
Thinking he was occupied, the Guardian units charged towards Burst Stream! But just as the lead Guardian swung its hammer down at Burst Stream, Burst caught the hammer with his hand! And as Burst Stream slowly pushed the hammer up, it was revealed that he'd transformed into his Nightmare Form. Burst narrowed his eyes at the Guardian, lifted it by its hammer, and slammed it down on the downed remains of the Blade units, crushing them!
Nightmare Burst turned his attention to the remaining Lancer forces. If the robotic soldiers could feel anything, they would be a quivering mess at the way Nightmare Burst was glaring at them. His expression unchanging, Nightmare Burst switched his 2-in-1 Duelist Arm to its lightsaber mode and pointed it at his enemies.
"Next?" Nightmare Burst asked as he gestured for the Lancer forces to come at him. The instant one stepped forward, he shot forward and pierced its core with his lightsaber! The mech spasming before exploding! Using the smoke as cover, Nightmare Burst quickly dispatched the remaining units! Either by using the blaster form's charged shot or running them through with his weapon's lightsaber form! When all of the enemy force was scrapped, Nightmare Burst looked towards the direction of Castalot. Storm clouds gathering over both Castalot and Unityville.
"HRRRRAAAUUUUGGGHHHH!" Nightmare Burst roared to the heavens! "BLITZ SURGE! QUIT HIDING BEHIND YOUR TOY SOLDIERS AND FIGHT ME! YOU WANT TO KILL ME SO BADLY?! I'M RIGHT HERE! FIGHT ME!" Thunder boomed across the sky as rain began to pour on down. And Nightmare Burst still screamed his challenge with all the fury he had! "YOU CAN'T HIDE FROM ME YOU BASTARD! COME ON AND OUT AND RECEIVE THE JUSTICE YOU KEEP PREACHING ABOUT! THE ONLY WAY THIS ENDS IS BETWEEN THE TWO OF US, SO FIGHT ME! YOU HEAR ME?! FIGHT MEEEEE!"
Burst Stream let out his fury for as long as his lungs could bear. He knew that he wouldn't get a response, and decided to return back to Unityville. Everyone was a bit put-off since he hadn't shifted out of his nightmare form, and made sure to give him a wide berth upon noticing the intense look in his eyes. It wasn't long before he stood before the both teams of elements.
"Get to bed early tonight." Burst ordered. "Tomorrow, we're storming Castalot."
"No." Twilight firmly refused. "Burst Stream, all of us need to be in top shape. Physically AND emotionally. And currently, you don't look to be the latter. I know you're hurting right now, but we were talking with Inferno. We all think we should push back the siege of Castalot until after you've emotionally recovered. Please understand! We're doing this because we care about you! We all thought we'd lost you once! And we don't want to see it actually happen at Blitz Surge's hands!"
". . . So that's how it is, huh?" Burst scowled. "Fine. I'll do it myself tomorrow."
"Why should we fight alongside you as you are right now?" Nightmare Moon asked with a sad look in her eyes. "Because right now, I really can't see a difference between you and Blitz Surge."
"Don't you dare compare me to him!" Burst Stream snapped! However, he soon noticed the frightened and hurt looks on his friends faces. Nightmare Moon and Celestia looking the most hurt out of all of them. Burst took a breath to compose himself if only a little bit. "Fine. None of you have to go into battle with me. But at least try and find out how to take down that barrier over Castalot. I can't take out Blitz while that thing's up. Until then, I'm hittin' the sack. Wake me up when you can help me." It went without saying that Burst Stream slept alone that night.
When morning came, the storm was still going on. The weather seemed to perfectly reflect Burst's mood as he was still in his nightmare form as he woke up. He decided to drop by Twilight's castle and see if there was any progress towards a solution to the barrier around Castalot.
"Any progress?" Burst Stream asked with a frown.
"Well, we haven't found any spells that can break down barriers of that size." Twilight answered nervously. "Nightfall's weary of trying to hack the barrier's tech component because Hax could've put in a lot of nasty safeguards."
"You're overlooking the most obvious solution, Twilight." Burst Stream stated. "I go to Castalot and he lets me in."
"What?!" Inferno snapped as he heard Burst's proposition! "Are you serious, Burst?!"
"It doesn't seem like a sound idea." Steel Edge advised. "If I were Blitz, I'd just hole myself up behind the barrier and wait things out. Then again, it's not like he uses his head much. His sword tends to act as his brain."
"The answer's simple. It's what we both want." Burst Stream scowled. "He's eager for a chance to put me down, and I'm more than itching for a chance to end him. He lets me in, and we're free to go at it. And I for one can't wait."
"So you're letting revenge drive you?" Tyrannus Rex asked with a frown. "That doesn't sound like you, Burst."
"You'd be pretty damn angry if you just lost a parent too!" Burst Stream snapped! "And don't any of you dare tell me none of this fight is personal! It was always personal from the moment Blitz took over Castalot! This is a fight for our home, and I'm gonna end it once and for all!"
"Burst, cool it and drop out of your nightmare form!" Inferno ordered! "None of us are following you until you get past your loss and get back to your usual self! Because I refuse to stand beside you when you're acting like Blitz Surge!"
"Fine!" Burst Stream hissed! "I'll go it alone!"
Burst Stream stormed out the door, and spread his wings! Taking flight toward Castlot! But as he flew towards the city, a lone figure hovered in his way. In front of him was none other than Princess Celestia. And she didn't show any signs of moving out of his way.
". . . Let me through, Celestia." Burst Stream requested. "Please."
"That's something I can't do, Burst Stream." Celestia sighed. "I can't let you go and get yourself get killed."
"The only one who's going to die is Blitz Surge!" Burst Stream growled!
"Not if you face him as you are." Celestia declared. "You think that nobody cares about your pain, correct?"
"None of my friends could ever understand!" Burst Stream snapped as he drew his two-in-one Duelist Arm and pointed at Celestia. The shaking in his hands barely visible as he aimed it at her. "Please, Celestia. Let me through. I don't want to hurt anyone but Blitz."
"But you ARE hurting everyone else!" Celestia shouted! "None of us can stand to see you throwing yourself into a fight against Blitz Surge like this! It's agonizing to see you act as unstable and violent as Blitz Surge! I know you've acted on your emotions when you fight, but you never lashed out with them!"
"You don't think I've tried to control myself?!" Burst Stream shouted back! The shaking in his arm now visibly intense!"I feel like I'm barely keeping it together! The one thing that's keeping me grounded is putting a stop to Blitz Surge!"
"And that single-minded goal is what will cost you the most!" Celestia argued! "Because by going down that mindset, you'd be no better than Blitz! You'd be disregarding everything to achieve his goal just like he did!"
"What gives you the right to lecture me?!" Burst Stream roared! "Why do you think you can talk to me like this when you couldn't possibly know what I'm feeling?!"
"You feel like you failed." Celestia said calmly. And at hearing these words, Burst Stream's eyes widened. This caught Celestia's notice, but she continued. "That your entire world's been shattered, and that a massive wound has been inflicted upon your heart because you lost someone dear to you. At your core, you feel great anger towards what took them from you. But more than anything, you feel powerless and you hate yourself because you know it could have been avoided. That you could have done something to avoid that loss."
". . . How?" Burst Stream croaked out. "How do-"
"I know what you're going through Burst Stream." Celestia said with a sympathetic look on her face as she hovered closer to Burst Stream. Her eyes tearing up just as his were. "Because it's a pain I lived with for a thousand years every time I looked at the moon. And it's a pain that you helped to mend through the promise you made to me that fateful day we met."
Burst Stream was silent as he descended to the ground and holstered his weapon. As soon as he landed, Burst fell to his knees and slammed his fist against the ground! A scream of anguish, sorrow, and realization ripping out from his throat!
"AAAAAUUUUUGGGHHHH!" 
Seconds felt like minutes as Burst's scream died down. The rain gradually letting up as Celestia descended towards Burst and knelt down to his level. Slowly, Burst raised his head. Though he was still within his nightmare form, the rage and hate in his eyes had faded. Now, only sadness and hurt were present as tears fell from them.
"You're right." Burst Stream whimpered. "All of you were right. I really was acting like him. The person who embodies everything a hero shouldn't be. And I was acting just like him." Burst continued to look at the ground in shame. "Maybe I shouldn't even take part in the final stand against him."
"Burst Stream." Celestia said as she gently lifted Burst Stream's head to face her. "Listen to me. You are NOT like Blitz Surge. Your friends and I all know this. Yes, your anger and desire to make him pay for what he did to your father was selfish. But it came out of love for your family. None of us can blame your for how you acted. Grief can introduce certain thoughts to a person, and can drive them to perform acts they never would have done otherwise."
"How do you know I won't go too far?" Burst Stream croaked out as he looked away. "I was raving about how I'd gladly kill Blitz Surge! Just the sight of him could set me off and I'd go berserk!"
"Because you're not alone." Celestia answered. "Every time you've fought, it was always to protect others. To stand for those who couldn't fight for themselves. Even if it was only you against whatever evil menaced your home, you never fought alone. Your fellow Elements of Heroism, Twilight and her friends, and Nightmare Moon and me, we were always with you. And we will still be with you when you face and defeat Blitz Surge."
"What makes you so certain I can beat him?" Burst Stream sniffled as he managed to lock eyes with Celestia.
"You have the most powerful weapon a hero can have." Celestia answered with a warm smile. "Hope. When you were on your last legs against Night Terror, you pushed forward with the final blow and destroyed him. During your escape from the catacombs when Chrysalis invaded, you helped the changelings realize they could have a future without her rule. Crashing the wedding Shining Dawn forced me into raised the people's spirits, and your last stand against Tirek helped push Inferno to his ascension. And what you've done right now is given hope to the world. Your resistance against Blitz Surge showed everyone that there were true heroes who were willing to fight evil no matter the odds. And you driving Blitz Surge away showed that he isn't invincible! The he can be beaten! But the greatest hope you've given is to us?"
"Celestia's right." Nightmare Moon said as she approached the pair. A loving smile on her face as she knelt down to Burst's level. "You gave her the hope that she could have someone love her as a person. Not as a princess or a goddess, but because of who she is. And you gave me hope that people would accept me, and that I wasn't the monster everyone believed me to be."
"Now it's time we give you hope, Burst." Celestia said with a smile that matched Nightmare Moon's as she wrapped her wings around Burst. "Hope for a future with us together." Hearing this surprised Burst greatly at hearing this, and the rain had halted at the same time.
"Looking back, it kinda makes sense you couldn't choose between the two of us." Nightmare Moon said as she wrapped her wings around Burst. "Because the three of us wouldn't be the same without either of the other two."
"Hey, don't leave us out of this!" Inferno shouted as he and the rest of Burst Stream's friends joined the scene. "You gave us the hope that we could all be heroes! So stand up, Burst!"
Slowly, Burst Stream stood. His nightmare form melting away as the sun broke through the clouds! When Burst Stream opened his eyes, a heroic smile was proudly displayed on his face!
"Thank you. All of you." Burst grinned. "You just saved me from becoming what I hated."
"Thank Celestia we did." Inferno sighed in relief.
"You're welcome." Celestia giggled.
"Still, we should take a bit of time to rest." Burst Stream suggested. "I don't know about you guys, but today was exhausting."
"That's a wise move on your part." Abyss said as she approached the group with Narico at her side. "Because I have some information that could prove invaluable in the final battle."
"Your Blitz's mom, right?" Burst Stream asked. "And just what kind of info do you have?"
"Would you be interested in knowing how to strip Blitz of the power of Harmony?"

			Author's Notes: 
Next time, the final battle begins.


	
		Episode 28: The Power of Hope, Part 1



'Well, it's finally time.' Burst Stream thought to himself as he opened his eyes and rose from his bed at Twilight's castle. Ever since Unityville had been liberated, the Castle of Friendship served as the command center for the assembled heroes. 'All the battles we lead to liberate regions of Unity, every clash with the Lancers. It's all led up to this final battle.' Burst Stream had slept in his usual outfit save for his signature white coat. Spotting it in the closet of his room, Burst wasted no time slipping it on.
"I hope you're not planning on hitting the battlefield on an empty stomach." Celestia jokingly scolded Burst as he entered the hallway.
"Big days need a big breakfast, don't they?" Burst Stream smiled as he made his way to the kitchen. It didn't take long for him to fill his belly for the coming fight. Right as he finished cleaning his plate, Celestia and Nightmare Moon approached him. "Oh. Hey you two. What's up?"
"We just thought you'd like the favor of goddesses before you head into battle." Nightmare Moon smiled as she and Celestia kissed Burst on both of his cheeks! "May you be victorious in battle."
"And come back to us safely." Celestia said as she and Nightmare Moon lightly nuzzled the blushing hero. "We'll all be praying for you."
"Thank you." Burst said with a smile as he headed to the main room of the castle where the map of Unity was displayed. "Hey guys. I miss out on the fun?"
"Not really." Twilight shook her head. "We still haven't found anything that can take down barriers the size of the one over Castalot. I would've suggested we hit wherever the shield generator was during our last raid on Castalot, but we didn't manage to get some good recon done due to how many of those robots are crawling around the city. Plus, analysis of the shield also suggests that there's magic working alongside whatever tech is keeping it up and running."
"And if we tried to hit it with every powerful spell in our arsenal, it'd be a losing battle." Nightfall Silver added. "We'd just be tiring ourselves out and turn into easier targets. Plus, it'd be putting civilians at risk. Any way you slice it, Blitz has our hands tied on that ground."
"It's also likely that he's got the last entry points we used covered." Steel Edge stated as he scratched his head in thought. "And it also doesn't help he's got the guards held in the dungeons."
"Perhaps the solution is already in our hands." Arctic Ace suggested as he inspected his Duelist Arm before turning his gaze towards Burst Stream. "Burst. Discord said he and Hermos crafted a new weapon to help with the final battle when we siege Castalot. I'd say we're at that point now."
"Couldn't hurt to try." Burst Stream nodded. "I'll get the box from my room." Mere moments later, Burst Stream returned with the box given to him by Discord. "Alright. Let's see what we've got." Burst Stream opened the box, and found a pair of gauntlets inside. Curious, Burst Stream equipped the gauntlets on. Testing if they had any unique functions or abilities
"Hmm. Nothing triggered by gestures." Burst Stream noted. "Maybe if I try focusing my magic into them-" The second Burst Stream channeled his magic into the gauntlets, his body was enveloped in an orb of light and darkness! But just as suddenly as it had formed, the orb burst apart! Revealing Burst Stream clad in fearsome-looking armor (AN: Picture armor designed after Blue-Eyes Chaos MAX Dragon). Everyone in the room was amazed at the sudden transformation. None more astounded than Burst Stream himself. "Gauntlets that turn into power armor. I guess we'll find out what else this suit can do soon enough."
"Looks like we're all ready to go." Inferno nodded. "You got a last-minute pep talk for us?"
"I don't really have a grand protagonist speech for you guys, but I do have some words you need to her." Burst Stream smiled. "You're the best friends I could have asked for. And I've got no regrets about any of the choices that led me here. Now let's finish taking back our home!"
With that, the group of heroes flew off towards Castalot. However, their departure did not go unnoticed by a group of three future heroes.
"C'mon! Let's get to the train station!" Shining Spoon urged his friends! "You guys wanna miss out on the final battle?"
"Aren't we gonna be in trouble for this?" Bright Note asked.
"No sweat! We just stay out of the way!" Speed Stinger grinned. "Like any of us are gonna miss out on Blitz Surge getting his butt kicked by REAL heroes!"
And with that, the three junior heroes purchased their tickets and were on their way towards Castalot. Meanwhile, Burst Stream and the others had arrived outside of Castalot. Sure enough, they were met with Scout units from the Lancer forces. The lead drone then projected an image of Blitz Surge.
"So you've come at last, brother." Blitz Surge smirked as he looked down on the gathered heroes. "It's funny, isn't it? You once told me that father would frown upon what I've done, but look at you know. Baring your fangs against me as you seek revenge. Is that not something father would frown upon as well?"
"I didn't come here for vengeance." Burst Stream frowned behind his helmet. "You took the city I called home. You took my dad from me when you imprisoned him in platinum. And you've taken away the freedom and happiness of the people you're the 'hero' of! You don't know the first thing about what it takes to be a hero! So today I'm taking back home! I'll get my father back! And most important of all. . . I'LL SHOW YOU WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A HERO!"
"You still dare to proclaim yourself a hero, pretender?" Blitz Surge scoffed.
"I never called myself one, but I know what it takes to be one." Burst Stream glared through his helmet. "And so did my dad. Someone like you could never understand. It's fitting that you're hiding behind this barrier. You seem like the type who only wants to live in their own world where they always get their way! And when you don't get what you want, you lose it! Just like a spoiled brat!"
". . . Impressive attempt at goading me, brother." Blitz Surge hissed before sneering at Burst Stream. "But you'll not bait me into lowering my defenses. I'm not as foolish as you are."
"You know what? That's fine." Burst Stream said calmly before taking to the air and rocketing forward! Crashing right through the projection of Blitz Surge! "Because I want to bust apart the bubble you're in myself!" With all his might, Burst punched the barrier surrounding Castalot! The resulting impact sounding like thunder crashing across the sky! 
"All that sound and fury for nothing." Blitz Surge smirked as it appeared the attack had done nothing. Then there was  cracking sound. "Hm?!"
Right where Burst Stream had struck the barrier, a crack had formed. An instant later, the crack grew and a new crack had appeared! Within seconds, cracks started to appear all over the barrier until the entire thing was riddled with them! Burst Stream was staring with wide eyes behind the visor of his helmet, and smiled.
"Worlds like yours are fragile, Blitz." Burst Stream said as he flicked the barrier with his finger. "They come crashing down in an instant!" And upon such a minuscule act, the barrier shattered! With the obstacle to their advance gone, Burst Stream wasted no time in leading the charge! "LET'S ROCK BABY!"
With those words, the siege to reclaim Castalot began! Wasting no time, each of the heroes set out to scrap as many of the Lancer robots as possible! Inferno Flare used his magic to rain fire spells down on the ground troops with a few meteor spells thrown in to add fuel to the fire! Steel Edge and Rainbow Dash were busy dealing with any aerial units that decided to have a dogfight them. 
"Time to blow these wind-up toys away!" Rainbow Dash smirked as she channeled her magic into her boomerang! Wind swirling around it before she unleashed a hurricane at the Valkyrie units swarming towards her! The twister tearing up the robots as it sucked them up! "How you holding up, Steel?"
"Let's just say Burst's dad didn't teach me the Wingblade spell for nothing!" Steel replied as he used his magic to summon a series of blade constructs that acted as a second pair of wings! This allowed Steel to literally fly through enemies! The sword construct wings slicing through any Valkyries in their range! He became a spiral of blades as he did a barrel roll through the line of Valkyries advancing toward him! "Unity's gonna need a bigger scrapyard after we're done here!"
Meanwhile, Tyrannus Rex and Dark Ice had made their way to ground level. Fluttershy, Arctic Ace and Shadow Thunder had followed suit with Starlight Glimmer bringing up the rear! The group fighting their way through any Lancer forces in their path! Ty was taking point as he used his shield magnum to blast apart the robots in its blaster form, and absorbing their attacks with its shield mode! And if any got up-close and personal, they promptly received a devastating punch that busted them up instantly!
"Sorry we had to drag you here, Fluttershy." Tyrannus muttered as he used his magic to let loose a blast of thunder to wipe out another wave of robots! "Your equipment's more suited to healing than combat."
"No one can fight if they're too injured, right?" Fluttershy smiled despite the battle raging around her. "Plus, I know you'll keep me safe."
"Of course I-Ngh!" Ty grunted as he received a hammer swing to the face from a Guardian unit! "Nice try! But I've got some pretty thick skin! So you're going to have to do-. . . " Ty froze as he felt a dangerous aura near him. As he turned around, he found it was coming from Fluttershy!
"You. . . " Fluttershy growled quietly before she shot towards the Guardian unit and bashed away at it with her staff! "HOW DARE YOU, YOU MEANIE!" She didn't stop bashing it until the mech looked like it had taken a swing from its own hammer! And upon the bot's destruction, Fluttershy switched back into her caring mode as she tenderly rubbed where Ty had been struck. "Oh, dear. . . you want me to heal that up?"
"Uh. . . no thanks. I'm good." Ty nodded shakily as he was still processing the side of his girlfriend he'd just witnessed. "Let's just keep moving forward."
"We'll split up so we can cover more ground." Arctic Ace advised. "We'll break off into teams of two. Dark ice is with me, Fluttershy with Ty, and Shadow with Starlight Glimmer. That way we at least have one person watching our backs."
"Solid plan, bro." Dark Ice nodded. "Let's go!"
The three teams of two went their separate ways through the streets of Castlot! Mowing their way through each of the Lancer forces that got in their way! Whether it was by their weapons, unleashing powerful spells, or purely by physical strength in Ty's case. However, some of the heroes present for the fight had more unconventional means of combating the legions of mechanical menaces.
"Hmm. This is a bit of a doozy." Pinkie Pie thought out loud as she found herself surrounded by a group of Lancer robots. She wasn't at a loss for a solution for long as a lightbulb appeared above her head. "Oh! I know what to do! Here's a little present from me to all of you! Here ya go!" Channeling her magic, Pinkie conjured up a balloon construct! "Just make sure not to pop it!"
However, the Lancer robots paid no mind to Pinkie's warning as one of the Blade units fired at the balloon construct! The balloon then exploded in a blast of energy that fried all the enemies surrounding Pinkie!
"Some people just don't listen." Pinkie sighed. "Akage should be showing up about. . . now."
True to Pinkie's prediction, Akage was jumping across rooftops! Shooting energy arrows from his bow at both aerial and ground units! His aim was true as the arrows hit crucial points on the Lancer robots! Making them stall in their movements, or destabilize them! This brief windows were all Akage needed to cut them to ribbons! The blade of his sword-tonfa hybrid weapon cloaked in plasma as he struck quicker than the eye could see! The Lancer robots going to pieces the instant he sheathed his sword! Before he continued, Akage took note of the other combat zones in the city. He saw Applejack and Magnet North shooting up the enemy while Rainbow Dash and Steel Edge tangled with the aerial forces of the Lancers. Night Fang was quite literally tearing his enemies to pieces while Venus was in a whipping frenzy. SInferno had just touched down with Rarity at his side, and the pair were burning through all enemies in their path!
"As much as I enjoy fighting with my weapons," Rarity said as she conjured a spell around herself. "I'd like to get personal with these overgrown toy soldiers!" Inferno's eyes went wide when he saw Rarity charge at the robots and deliver a punch to one of the robots' heads! It was soon revealed that Rarity's entire body was covered in a diamond-like substance! "I'd say the debut of my adamant ensemble is a success. Wouldn't you, darling?"
"Personally, I'd rather see you in a wedding dress!" Inferno chuckled as he wiped out another wave of Lancer robots with a flaming slash from his sword! "And I'll only have to wait until after we finish this fight!" And with that, the couple pushed forward towards Castalot castle. As did their friends throughout the city.
Another team making their way to the castle was Twilight Sparkle, Nightfall Silver, and Spike. It went without saying that the three of them were fairly in-sync as they blasted their way through the waves of enemies in their path! Twilight was firing beams of energy from her staff while Nightfall shot lasers and micro-missiles from his hi-tech suit of armor! All the while, Spike was guarding the rear and firing with his arm cannon! Before long, they had made it to the heart of the city!
"Looks like we're gaining ground!" Twilight noted as she saw the others converging on their position! "Once we're all together, it'll be one big push towards the castle! By the way, how's Burst doing?"
"He's breaking in that power armor Discord and Hermos created." Nightfall said as he turned his vision to the sky above Castalot! "I think he just discovered more of that suit's arsenal." 'Maybe I should look into Hermos helping me further upgrade my suit once this is over.'
"Get ready, Blitz!" Spike growled as he looked toward the castle! "We're coming for you!"
Akage smiled as he saw his friends converging at the heart of Castalot. As he surveyed the battle from his rooftop perch, the Element of Levity noticed three familiar forces ducking in and out of the chaos. The Junior Heroes were getting an up-close look at the action. Thankfully, they were keeping clear of the fighting. Satisfied that they were keeping themselves safe, Akage turned his attention to the castle. He whipped out his binoculars to get a better look, and what he saw made him freeze for a moment. A massive force of Lancer robots was marching towards them! Adding to his shock was the sheer number of Valkyrie units that were swarming out from the castle!
"It makes sense that Blitz Surge would try and push back as we push forward." Akage muttered as he produced a smoke bomb and used it to vanish and reappear in front of his friends. "Guys! We're about to receive a lot of company! A whole horde of robots fresh off the assembly line is coming our way!"
"That is indeed troubling, Akage." Celestia said as she and Nightmare Moon landed. "While a good number of us don't have to worry about tiring out easily, the same can't be said for the mortals of our number."
"And we can't use any of our more destructive spells because they could put the people at risk!" Nightmare Moon growled! "Dammit! Blitz has shields to hide behind inside and outside of Castalot!"
"He's trying to overwhelm us with numbers!" Twilight realized in shock! "And he already crippled me and the other princesses by sealing our magic! Any way you look at it, he's got the advantage!" Twilight frowned and activated her communicator! "Steel! Rainbow! Burst! We've got a massive wave of Lancer forces headed our way! Break off your engagements and regroup with us! We're going to need all the help we can get to breakthrough!"
"Right!" Steel Edge nodded. "C'mon guys! Let's get to ground level!" However, Burst Stream did not follow the two of them.
"Burst, you heard Twilight!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed! "We've gotta link up with the others!"
"You guys go on ahead." Burst Stream replied as he glared at the advancing swarm of ground forces and Valkyrie units! "I'm gonna trash those walking scrapheaps! Time to see what this suit can really do!"
Burst Stream rocketed towards the center of the swarm of Valkyrie units! As the Valkyries aimed their weapons at him, Burst Stream looked at the offensive capabilities his power armour possessed. Seeing an option most suited to the situation, he crossed his arms and wrapped his wings around himself as energy gathered around his armor!  The instant the Valkyries fired, Burst Stream spread out his arms and wings and unleashed a destructive burst of energy that annihilated the Valkyries!
"CHAOS BURST!" Burst Stream cried out as the attack ripped through the swarm! Satisfied with the results, he turned his attention to the ground forces! "And that didn't use up any of my magic power! Nice! But I might need to summon my Duelist Arms to-" As Burst reached his hand out, the armor shifted to form a cannon around his arm! ". . . Maybe not!"
Burst Stream then aimed his arm cannon down at the massive horde of Lancer forces! Energy began to gather at the cannon's mouth! The gathered energy crackled with black lightning as Burst kept his aim steady!
"CHAOS MAX CANNON!" Burst screamed as the cannon's shot roared upon being released! The second the shot made contact with its target, a massive explosion engulfed the Lancer robot horde! When the smoke cleared, the entire enemy force was decimated! He was astounded by the destructive power the armor had for a moment before checking back in with his friends via his communicator. "Hey guys! Path's clear! Time to storm the castle!"
"Go on ahead, Burst! We're right behind you!" Inferno replied from the other end! "Let's kick Blitz Surge off his stolen throne! And give him one from each of us!"
"You bet I will!" Burst Stream nodded as he flew towards Castalot castle at his top speed!
'Blitz Surge must be stopped. No matter the cost.' Burst Stream thought as Castalot slowly came into his sights.
(Play "The Touch" from Transformes: The Movie)
It wasn't long before he found himself at the gates of Castalot, and burst through them! He flew up towards the throne room, and positioned himself into a flying kick as he bust down the doors! Landing on top of the very doors he'd kicked down! "BLITZ SURGE! I'm here to take back the crown!"
"So you've come. Just as I expected you would." Blitz Surge smirked as he stood up from Celestia's throne. "I must admit, that display of power after you forced me to imprison father had me intimidated. However, I've since increased my own power as well."
"How could you have gotten that much stronger in just a couple days?!" Burst Stream snapped! "It doesn't make any sense!"
"Hmph. I can sense the chaos magic flowing through that armor of yours." Blitz Surge scoffed. "That's likely what allowed you to tear through my troops with little effort. But then again, it makes sense the likes of you would seek to gain strength from such a primal, unstable force such as chaos. Whereas I. . . " 
Blitz Surge spread out his arms as his entire being was enveloped in a blinding white light! When the light faded, Blitz Surge was clad in white robes with white metal pauldrons on his shoulders! Gold and silver accents were present on the sleeves, and a chestplate with the original depiction of the Elements of Harmony was on full display. But the most eye-catching feature of the transformation was the three pairs of wings made of light that had sprouted from Blitz Surge's back! Each one representing one of the six Elements of Harmony!
"I have ascended thanks to the power of Harmony!" Blitz Surge proclaimed with pride! "By casting the absorbance spell on myself, and absorbing the full force of each harmony-powered attack, I attained the magnificent form you see before you! Now I truly have become superior to father and those failures that call themselves princesses! They could only unleash the power of the elements, but never command it like I can!"
"You weren't given that power, you stole it!" Burst Stream snapped! "Just like you stole the throne! You've taken a lot from me and my home! But today I'm taking it all back!"
"Ironic that you speak of reclaiming what was taken from you when you were the one who stole the mantle of hero from me." Blitz Surge frowned. "I, too, shall reclaim what was stolen from me! When your broken and battered body lies before all of Unity, they shall see that a true hero has risen! That the worthy son of Aether now stands above them!"
"There's only one thing certain from this!" Burst Stream cried out in defiance! "One shall stand, one shall fall!"
"Why throw away your life so recklessly?" Blitz Surge growled.
"That's a question you should ask yourself, Blitz." Burst retorted.
For a moment, Blitz Surge reached for his katana. Only to pause and clench his fist in anger!
"No. . . I'LL CRUSH YOU WITH MY BARE HANDS!" Blitz Surge roared as the power of Harmony exploded in the form of an aura around his body! Charging furiously at Burst Stream with his fist drawn back, ready to strike!
Burst Stream grit his teeth behind his helmet as he raised his arms to block the incoming strike! When Blitz Surge struck, the resulting collision rocked the throne room and shattered all the windows! But that wasn't the only thing to crack as the gauntlet sections of Burst Stream's armor fell to pieces! Burst Stream flinched from the impact, but he had dug his feet in before Blitz struck to help keep himself grounded! And now that Blitz Surge was close, Burst Stream unleashed a fierce punch to Blitz's gut!
Blitz Surge lurched forward slightly from the impact, and was soon grabbed by Burst Stream before being thrown out the window! However, Blitz Surge quickly recovered thanks to his wings and took flight! Not wanting to be a sitting duck, Burst Stream took flight immediately! As he advanced toward his enemy, Burst Stream noticed that his armor was repairing itself!
'I've gotta finish this fight quick!' Burst thought to himself. 'I don't know how fast this armor can regenerate, but this isn't the ideal time to find out! And the longer this fight drags on, the greater the risk of the city taking a massive hit!'
Wasting no time, Burst Stream fired a blast of white lightning at Blitz Surge! Hoping to push back and stun the tyrant! Unfortunately, all the attack did was annoy Blitz Surge! And he was quick to respond with his own assault! Channeling the power of Harmony, Blitz Surge summoned a barrage of rainbow-colored lasers and fired them at Burst Stream! The lasers hit their mark, and their barrage kept Burst Stream from going on the offensive! But the barrage was just a ploy to hide Blitz Surge's real assault. As soon as the barrage halted, Burst Stream's eyes went wide to see that a ring of lasers surrounded him! Blitz Surge had positioned them while Burst Stream was busy guarding against the initial barrage!
'This armor's meant for offense! Not defense! However. . . ' Burst Stream thought to himself as he quickly channeled his magic into a shield spell! 'My magic should make up for that!' When the ring of lasers fired at him, the shield managed to tank all the hits before shattering!
"I feel insulted." Burst Stream smiled under his helmet as he saw Blitz Surge frown at him! The tyrant and usurper looking down upon Burst Stream as he hovered above him! "All those times you tried to destroy me, and you still think I'm nothing to you. If your little ambush back in the Everfree Forest should've taught you anything, it's that I don't die easy."
"As if you could ever be a threat to me!" Blitz Surge snapped! His entire body trembling! But despite the anger in his voice, the trembling of his body was rooted in fear. He, who had been empowered by harmony, had been sent running with his tail between his legs by this 'false' hero! "I've nothing to fear from a false hero and an unworthy son of Aether!" 'So why?! Why do I tremble at his presence now?! Why is he not a broken mess after I imprisoned father?! He should be drowning in despair! He should be begging for his life to be ended! So why?! WHY DOES HE RISE AND DEFY ME EVEN NOW?!'
"I'd say the two of us are actually pretty evenly matched right about now." Burst Stream remarked as he crossed his arms. "It's a shame none of your Scout units aren't recording this and broadcasting the siege to take back the city."
"Rest assured, the Scouts are readily broadcasting this little brawl." Blitz Surge hissed! "All of Unity will see you fall, brother. And when my triumph is made known to the world, they shall hail me! Their lord and savior!"
"No they won't, Blitz." Burst Stream narrowed his eyes in anger! The visor of his helmet glowing in response to his emotions! "All I need is one good hit, and then the fight's mine!"
"You still think you can defeat me?!" Blitz Surge smirked! "I am empowered by Harmony! A force that not even the gods can stand against! Speaking of gods among us, where is the rest of your little band of rebels? I would have thought they'd all want to take part in this battle! After all, aren't your friends your power?"
"Funny. I never recall saying anything like that." Burst Stream replied calmly. "As for my friends, they all suggested I take you on myself. Besides, it makes sense with this fight just being the two of us. Isn't this what you've dreamed of? A chance to 'put me in place' and show how much of a 'true' hero you are?"
"Yes. . . " Blitz Surge scowled! "It's time I erased your mistake of an existence!"
Both fighters powered up! Their auras exploding to life around them as they charged at each other! It seemed like there would be another thunderous clash of fists, but that was not to be as Burst Stream let himself drop slightly and landed a powerful strike right in Blitz Surge's gut! The Lancer leader winded from the strike long enough for Burst Stream to shift his suit's arms into cannons and fire point blank! Pushing Blitz Surge back and roughing him up decently! When the blast died down, Blitz Surge's robes were riddled with scuff marks!
"It will take more than that to truly wound me, pretender!" Blitz Surge growled! "But all I need to do is shatter your armor to deliver justice!"
"First you keep trumpeting about justice, and then you preach about how you'll be a 'lord and savior'." Burst frowned from behind his visor! Chaos energy crackling around the gauntlets of his power armor! "Why don't you just go and declare yourself a god made flesh already?"
"I do not need to announce what is already known." Blitz Surge smirked as he channeled the power of Harmony into his hands! The energy gathering in the form of a small orb in his hands! "Perhaps it's time I teach an arrogant mortal the price of defying me!"
Burst Stream wasted no time in firing a beam of chaos energy right at Blitz Surge who retaliated with his own beam of harmony! As the two beams collided, a blinding light was released before fading and revealing the clash! Burst Stream's blast was a primarily a brilliant white but tinted blue with black lightning crackling around it. Blitz Surge's beam was an entire rainbow of colors, but they looked dull and didn't seem to shine like Burst Streams. Nevertheless, the two beams seemed to be evenly matched. No matter how hard either combatant pushed, they couldn't seem to overtake one another! It wasn't long before the beams exploded and forced both of them back! The two panting in exhaustion after the struggle!
'I really have to thank Discord after this.' Burst Stream thought. 'I'm just thankful it didn't shatter in one hit from one of Blitz Surge's harmony attacks!'
'Damn it all!' Blitz Surge mentally fumed! His breathing growing more ragged as his rage boiled! 'He was right! We ARE evenly matched! How could the power of Harmony not triumph over that chaos-infused armor of the pretender?! The Elements of Harmony were able to imprison Discord in stone, so why can't they nullify that armor?! Chaos can't be stronger than harmony!'
Meanwhile, three certain junior heroes were watching the battle with amazement! Shining Spoon was especially captivated as he recorded the fight with his phone!
"Oh man!" Shining Spoon! "That could be us one day, guys! Fighting evil with all we've got!"
"GO BURST STREAM!" Speed Stinger cheered! "SHOW THIS GUY WHAT THE ELEMENT OF POWER CAN DO!"
"Uh, isn't this a bit distracting to him?" Bright Note questioned. This promptly shut up both of his friends, but it did little for the people of Castalot who had peeked out after the Lancer army had been decimated. The sight of seeing Blitz Surge panting and roughed up filled their hearts with something they'd had very little of during Blitz Surge's reign. Hope. Hope for a day when the usurper would be defeated, the princesses returned to the throne, and the mighty heroes that had saved their land many times before would once again save them! And today, it looked like that hope had been fulfilled!
However, the developing scene hadn't gone unnoticed by either Burst Stream of Blitz Surge. As Burst noticed the crowd, a wave of concern crashed over him. The last thing he'd wanted was for any innocent people to get caught up in his and Blitz's fight! He had to move the fight far from here to avoid any of them getting hurt! But where Burst saw risk, Blitz saw an opportunity. Wanting to capitalize on the concern his "brother" emanated, Blitz Surge gathered an orb of energy, and hurled it straight at the civilians below!
Burst's eyes went wide with horror as he saw the attack descending towards the people! Gunning it at top speed, he placed himself between the civilians in an effort to shield them from the attack! But much to his surprise, the orb shot chain construct out that wrapped around his limbs and pulled him right next to the blast before it exploded! The explosion greatly damaged Burst's armor, but this was only the beginning of Blitz's assault on the Element of Power! Capitalizing on the window left by his initial strike, Blitz Surge beat his wings to send a storm of feathers made of light at Burst Stream! Burst braced himself for the storm to cut him up! But to his surprise the feathers didn't do anything more than lightly graze his armor! 
Snapping out of his confusion, Burst Stream tried to fly at Blitz Surge! Only to find that he couldn't move and his limbs were bound in the air by magic circles! it then dawned on him that the feather storm Blitz Surge had unleashed was done to immobilize him! An evil smile crept across Blitz Surge's face as he once again concentrated the power of Harmony into the form of an arrow, and shot one of Burst Stream's wings!
"AGH!" Burst Stream screamed in pain as the arrow pierced through his right wing! But despite his pain, the binding circles would not let him fall!
"Now. . . for judgment!" Blitz Surge proclaimed as he gripped the handle of his katana, and vanished in a flash of rainbow-colored light before appearing in front of the bound Burst Stream and slashing him across the chest! Butting through his armor and drawing blood! But before Burst could cry out in pain, Blitz Vanished in another flash and slashed at Burst's back! The series of flash teleports and slashed continued from all sides before Blitz once again appeared in front of Burst Stream and summoned a hail of lasers that assaulted Burst from the front and back! When the brutal beam barrage finally ceased, Blitz Surge reached out with his arm and fired a beam of harmony that propelled Burst to the heart of the city!
When the beam finally died down, Burst's armor was almost in pieces. If it weren't for the magic circles binding him in place, he would have fallen like a rock! However, that fall was already upon him. As soon as he could see, Burst Stream saw Blitz Surge's fist cloaked in the aura of harmony and coming right at his head! And since he couldn't move, the fist connected and smashed away half his helmet! The resulting strike shattering the magic circles that held him in place and sent him hurtling towards the ground! A crater forming upon impact!
"Nggghh. . . . " Burst Stream groaned as he tried to move. Nothing was broken, but the brutal assault he'd been through made it hurt to move. He managed to sit up, which caused what was left of his helmet to fall to the ground. Burst tried to stand, and for a second he was successful before falling to one knee. The armor had taken a lot of punishment, but he hadn't gotten away unscathed if the cuts on his body were any indication. "Man. . . I better patch myself up." Burst gingerly put a hand over his heart as he channeled a low-level healing spell all over his body. The cuts closed up, but his respite was short lived.
"At least you are in a state that suits you." Blitz Surge sneered as he looked down on Burst. The tyrant descending down towards Burst Stream. "And soon you shall be in an even more fitting place. The grave. Perhaps you shall meet Shining Dawn in Tartarus."
"You're the only one who belongs there." Burst Stream spat as he glared at Blitz Surge in defiance!
"Defiant to the end, eh?" Blitz Surge asked with a cruel smile. "Just like a dragon to be too stubborn to know when it's supposed to be dead. No wonder you have such an affinity for those creatures."
"What can I say?" Burst Stream smirked. "I'm powerful like one, I hate it when others try to control me, and nothing pisses me off more than assholes who think they can try and hurt the ones I care about."
"Perhaps it would be to kind to kill you then." Blitz Surge mused. "I was too lenient in imprisoning father. Maybe I should pay your mother a visit later. After all, she is guilty of bringing you into this world." Hearing this, Burst Stream glared at Blitz Surge! But what he heard next made him want to tear Blitz apart. "Once justice has been served to her, your friends will be next. You led them astray from the path of heroes when they decided to follow you! And so, they bear guilt by association! But most of all? Most of all, I will relish imprisoning Nightmare Moon once again! A monster like her deserves to be exiled from this land forever! As for Celestia? She will know her new place under me as a consort. As will her sister. For I am above the gods! The fact I command Harmony is proof!"
"You were never given that power. You stole it." Burst Stream stated as he slowly rose to his feet. A weak, defiant smile on his face as he stood up. "It's funny. You keep saying you're a hero, but you would willingly let the villains bring despair and endanger people. Just so you can get everyone to notice you. Or maybe you were too scared to fight a battle where you couldn't curb stomp your opponent. Kind of like how you knew you couldn't beat Inferno before you made your grand entrance."
"Enough." Blitz Surge snapped as his eyes narrowed. "It's past time someone silenced you perma-"
Blitz Surge didn't get to finish his sentence as a piece of debris hit his head from the right! Whipping his head in the direction the debris was thrown, his face was met with another piece of debris! When his vision was cleared, he saw Shining Spoon, Speed Stinger, and Bright Note hurling debris at him!
"Leave him alone you big bully!" Shining Spoon shouted as he kept chucking projectiles!
"You're gonna finish off a guy when he can't even fight back?!" Speed Stinger hollered! "Yeah! Realheroic!"
"We're done hiding from you!" Bright Note boldly announced! And it wasn't long before all of Castalot was joining in! Hurling whatever scrap metal was produced from the decimated Lancer forces! However, this did little more than annoy Blitz Surge!
"ENOUGH!" Blitz Surge roared as he snapped his fingers, and chains made of the power of Harmony bound the mob of people! All were caught in the enchantment save for Shining Spoon who Blitz glared at coldly! "You shall answer for your insolence, boy."
"Y-You don't scare me!" Shining Spoon stammered as he trembled, but still held a piece of debris! Refusing to back down despite his fear! "If Burst Stream can hurt you, w-we can too!" Upon saying this, Shining Spoon found himself dragged forward by the force of Blitz Surge's magic!
"I have him on his last legs, and still you all hail the pretender over me!" Blitz Surge growled as he raised his katana! The blade glowing with a rainbow color as the power of Harmony coursed through it! "I am you lord and savior! And you will know the cost of defying me!" 
Shining Spoon shut his eyes, and braced for the worst! The screams of horror and protest to the vile act Blitz Surge was about to commit became silent as time seemed to slow to a crawl! Any second, Shining Spoon expected to be struck dead where he stood! But when he opened his eyes, he saw a slash mark on the ground. . .  and he was nowhere near it.
"Gotta admit, it was pretty foolish of you to stick your neck out like that, kid." A familiar voice said. Shining Spoon looked up, and his eyes went wide. "But it also showed how brave you are. It takes a lot of guts to stand up against evil. Especially when you can't fight back all that much."
"You. . . you saved me." Shining Spoon said with teary eyes.
"You're going to be a great hero one day, Shining Spoon." Burst Stream said with a kind smile as he set Shining Spoon on the ground. And that's when the dam burst open. Shining Spoon cried into Burst's coat as he was so overcome with gratitude. Burst's kind smile slowly changing into something greater. "I'm so sorry. You must've been so scared back there."
"I w-was." Shining Spoon sobbed. But his sobs were soon silenced when he felt Burst Stream pat his head.
"But it's alright now. There's no need to be scared any more." Burst Stream said as he turned to face Blitz Surge! A heroic smile on his face as he stared down his arch enemy! "BECAUSE I AM HERE!"
TO BE CONTINUED!
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The whole city was silent as the two powerhouses stared each other down. Blitz Surge's face was twisted in pure rage while Burst Stream still had his heroic smile on full display.
"Hey, Shining Spoon? Why don't you grab your friends and take a few steps back." Burst Stream suggested. "This is where things get real."
"R-Right!" Shining Spoon frantically nodded as he used his Earthbound strength to carry his friends away from the battlefield!
Blitz Surge looked like he was about to explode, but his enraged expression suddenly faded and a cruel smile spread across his face. A dark chuckle escaped from his mouth as he glared at Burst Stream!
"What's got you laughing?" Burst Stream asked.
"I've taken a good look at the state of your armor." Blitz Surge smirked. "It was so badly damaged from earlier in our fight that it probably can't withstand another hit! Even if it can regenerate, it won't be able to reform fast enough to tank another hit from me! The source of what allowed you to face me on equal ground is now slowly crumbling away! At long last, the gap between our strength is reestablished!"
"You know what? You're right." Burst Stream chuckled. "Because I don't need the armor to beat you. I just needed to break down the barrier. Getting to play around with my new power suit was just a bonus. You, on the other hand, were fighting with a massive crutch the whole time." With a sudden burst of magic, Burst Stream forced the armor off of himself! The pieces clattering to the ground after being ejected off him!
"How can using the greatest power at your disposal be a crutch?" Blitz Surge scoffed.
"Because you can become over reliant on it. That's why." Burst Stream answered. His heroic smile never once fading! "Besides, it's past time I start facing you with my own power!" Burst Stream drew his two-in-one Duelist Arm, and converted it into its lightsaber form!
"So you wish to clash blades with me? Very well then!" Blitz Surge frowned as he drew his katana! "Have at you!"
"Not yet!" Burst Stream protested. "If this is just between us, then let them get clear." Burst gestured to the gathered civilians who were bound by the chain constructs manifested by Blitz Surge! "Besides, you don't want to risk harming your audience. Right?"
"Very well. I suppose there's no need to start a slaughter." Blitz Surge scoffed as he dismissed the chains with a snap of his fingers! As the civilians went running for cover the instant they were freed, an evil smile creeping across his face. "Your crucified corpse will serve as an eternal reminder of the price to pay for defiance!"
"If I fall, my friends will rise to finish the fight." Burst Stream retorted calmly. His smile seemed to brighten at saying this! "But make no mistake, I'm going to win! Like I told you before, I just need to get in one good hit and then the fight's mine!"
"You're a fool." Blitz Surge chuckled. "You think your friends can surpass the power I have?"
"For someone who claims to be a 'true hero', you're lacking the greatest weapon a hero can have." Burst Stream's smile was practically glowing now! "It's because I have that weapon that I'll beat you. Even if I fall, it's why my friends will defeat you in my place. And it's something beyond your understanding."
"I grow tired of you lecturing me." Blitz Surge growled before shooting forward! His katana aimed to pierce Burst Stream's heart! "BE SILENT FOREVERMORE, PRETENDER!"
Burst Stream simply smirked, and parried with his lightsaber! The two blades clashing with a thunderous clang as shockwaves rippled through the air!
"Aw, and just when we were having such a nice conversation!" Burst Stream quipped as he drew his blaster and fired at Blitz Surge! Blitz got hit by the shots, but they did little to damage him! However, they managed to catch him off-guard giving Burst Stream a chance to land a slash across Blitz Surge's chest and a swift kick to the side! 
But Blitz Surge caught Burst's foot right as it reached him, and hurled him into the air! It wasn't too much of a detriment to Burst Stream as he used his wings to stabilize himself and hover above Blitz Surge! Growling, Blitz channeled the power of Harmony into the blade of his katana and unleashed an energy slash at Burst Stream! Burst responded by strafing out of the way, and diving towards Blitz Surge!
In his fury, Blitz Surge sent out more energy slashes but still failed to land a hit as Burst Stream descended towards him!  Switching up his strategy, Blitz channeled his magic and fired a barrage of lasers at Burst Stream! Wasting no time, Burst Stream used his Duelist Arm's lightsaber mode to deflect a few of the blasts! One  of the deflected blasts actually struck Blitz in the chest and made him stumble back a bit! Seizing the brief window, Burst Stream teleported in front of Blitz Surge and fired a blast of white lightning at point blank range! With the tyrant briefly stunned, Burst Stream unleashed one of his strongest attacks! Magic gathering into his hand as he unleashed it!
"MEGA FLARE" Burst Stream roared with all his might! A massive blast of magic power exploding right where Blitz Surge stood! For a second, it seemed like the fight was over. But Burst Stream knew better than that as he back-dashed away from the dust cloud and took a defensive stance! "If there's anything watching anime has taught me, it's never this easy."
The smoke from the blast had not even cleared as a barrage of magic blasts shot towards Burst Stream! Reacting quickly, Burst managed to deflect them all! And when the dust cleared, Blitz Surge stood relatively unscathed! The only noticeable damage was to his robes, but that was instantly undone when a rainbow-colored aura surrounded Blitz and mended his clothing!
"So that's the technique you used to destroy the forces sent to the Crystal Empire." Blitz Surge smirked as he dusted his shoulders off. "It's strange that you're still standing. An attack of that magnitude must require a considerable amount of magic power."
"It only took a lot out of me last time because I used another attack that needed a lot of magic." Burst Stream replied. "I'm still in this fight, Blitz! You were right when you compared me to a dragon! Like them, it takes a lot to get me down and it takes even more to make sure I stay down!"
"Then I shall simply grind you into the ground!" Blitz Surge hissed as he powered up his magic. Only to get an annoyed sigh from Burst Stream! 
"C'mon, Blitz!" Burst Stream groaned! "I went through the trouble of activating my weapon!"
". . . Fair enough." Blitz Surge scoffed. "Besides, I've been longing for the chance for my blade to fell you!" 
Blitz Surge shot forward at Burst Stream, but Burst jumped into the air right as Blitz swung! While he was airborne, Burst Stream flapped his dragon wings to fly right at Blitz Surge! Channeling magic power into the blade of his lightsaber!
"DRAGON STRIKE!" Burst Stream cried out as an energy projection of a dragon shot towards Blitz Surge right as Burst swung his blade! However, the energy projection was cut in half as Blitz Surge channeled the power of Harmony into the blade covering it in a rainbow-colored aura! Burst narrowed his eyes as he took note of this! "Time to get up-close and personal!"
"My sentiments exactly." Blitz Surge growled as he readied his katana! "It's time I slay you with my actual blade!"
Both fighters charged at each other full force! The clanging of their blades booming like thunder and the light emitted from their clashes looked like stars flickering on and off! From the ground to the air, neither was willing to yield! On a nearby rooftop, all of Burst's friends were watching the battle with baited breath and great apprehension!
"Shouldn't we jump in and help Burst Stream?" Twilight suggested. "I mean, all of us together could probably take Blitz Surge on easily."
"Twilight. We're Burst's friends. Of course we'll help him." Inferno Flare answered. Twilight was about to reply, but he held up his hand for silence. "When he ACTUALLY needs our help. Trust me when I say Burst Stream can handle this fight." Inferno then returned his attention to the fight. "Besides, this is his fight to begin with. Ever since Burst Stream came back, a clash between these two was inevitable."
"This is Burst's fight." Nightmare Moon stated as she crossed her arms. Despite the calm tone of her voice, concern was visible in her eyes. "It's natural to worry about him, but we have to have faith in him."
"Thought we might not be by his side, we are with him." Celestia said as she put a hand over her heart and closed her eyes. A small smile on her face as she did so. "And I believe that's something Burst Stream knows quite well."
Satisfied with that response, Twilight returned to observing the battle between Burst Stream and Blitz Surge. The fight had intensified so much that now auras of power had exploded to life around both combatants! Blitz Surge was cloaked in a rainbow-colored aura while Burst Stream's aura was bluish-white and dragon-like in form!
"So much for you crushing me with your bare hands!" Burst Stream smirked as he blocked another strike from Blitz Surge! "Y'know, in our first official fight, you gave me crap for using blasters. But here you are just swinging your sword around without any form of control."
"SILENCE!" Blitz Surge roared! "First you lecture me and then you mock me?! I command the power of Harmony! I liberated the throne and this land from the useless gods who once ruled us! And now you look down on me?! I AM THE TRUE HERO! ME!"
"No you're not!" Burst Stream snapped as the two locked blades! "You can call yourself a hero all you like, but that's not a call for you to make! Heroes aren't defined by their words but by their actions! And the actions you've performed are anything but heroic!" Burst Stream managed to overpower Blitz Surge, and used this chance to hammer away at him! "You manipulated Luna by playing with her heart! You stole the Tree of Harmony's power! And using that power, you cheated to win a fight you would have lost without it!" As Burst Stream listed each of the evil Blitz Surge committed, his strikes carried more power in them!
"I HAD TO DO IT!" Blitz Surge screamed as he shot a blast of harmony magic at Burst! The Element of Power dodged the blast, and the clash resumed!"You gave me no choice! You ruined all of my original plans! I had it all figured out! When all hope seemed lost, I would arrive! I would be a legend for saving Unity in its darkest hour! Father would notice my heroic deeds and praise me as a hero and name me his successor! But then you had to come along and ruin everything!"
"I never stole anything from you!" Burst Stream countered! "You only have yourself to blame for all that's happened to you! You never once risked your life to fight against whatever evil showed up to menace Unity! My friends and I have gone out into every battle knowing we might not make it out in one piece, but we still fought anyway! Because we were willing to protect our home and the people we love! When I compare us, I can't help but laugh because you're a pathetic excuse for a hero! And despite you being half of my dad, there's no way you'll ever come close to being even half the hero he is!"
"SHUT UP!" Blitz Surge roared! "I REFUSE TO WITHSTAND A PRETENDER LIKE YOU ANY LONGER!"
"You've never shown any respect for me, so why should I give any to you?" Burst Stream asked with a frown before sighing. "But if you want me to take you seriously. . . " Burst Stream took a deep breath as a sphere of darkness formed around him before exploding to reveal his nightmare form! "Then you're in for a real nightmare."
Burst Stream then teleported above Blitz Surge and slashed at him! Blitz swung at Burst, but when he struck it was revealed that the Burst Stream above him was just an afterimage as the real Burst slashed him at his side! Blitz Surge was so stunned by the trick he failed to notice Burst Stream kick him in the chest!
"My nightmare form boosts all my speed, power, and magic." Burst Stream stated coolly. "Kind of like how the power of Harmony works as a boost for you. Only this power comes from me. Not something I stole because I couldn't accept the possibility of defeat."
Blitz Surge growled before he noticed the evacuated crowd looking up at their battle! A cruel smile spread across his face as he pointed a finger at Burst Stream!
"MONSTER!" Blitz Surge declared! "You show your true colors at last! The dragon wings on your back made me suspicious, but your current appearance confirms it! You've become less human than before you were assumed dead in your fight with Tirek! DO YOU SEE, UNITY?" But to his frustration, no one was reacting in shock or terror!
"They already know about my nightmare form." Burst Stream stated with a frown as he narrowed his eyes. "And really? Trying to turn the public against me? It didn't work when you took over. And it still fails now. Maybe physically I'm not fully human, but I'm human where it counts. Which is more than I can say for you."
"I have become a higher being!" Blitz Surge screamed! He sheathed his katana, and began channeling the power of Harmony into his entire body making him bulk up! "I told you I would crush you with my bare hands. . . IT'S TIME I DELIVER ON MY WORDS!"
"Really now?" Burst Stream smirked as he holstered his own weapon! "BRING IT ON!"
Both fighters charged at each other! When they were within striking distance of each other, both let out a flurry of punches and kicks! Each strike carrying great speed and power! However, Blitz Surge noticed something as they traded blows. One of his strikes managed to graze Burst Stream, but it seemed to make his nightmare form melt away for a brief instant! With an evil glint in his eye, he sent out a pulse of the power of harmony to force Burst Stream back! Burst Stream's nightmare form seemed to flux for a minute before stabilizing!
"It would appear your power-up state is at a type disadvantage!" Blitz Surge sneered.
"Just means I have to stay out of your reach!" Burst Stream shot back!
"Easier said than done!" Blitz Surge smirked as he used the power of Harmony to summon a barrage of projectiles consisting of lasers, arrow constructs, and orbs of energy that exploded upon contact! What was once a fist fight had suddenly shifted into a bullet rain!
'Crap! He's really keeping me busy with this!' Burst Stream thought as he maneuvered through the storm of projectiles he was caught in! 'If I slip up even once, I'm done for! One opening is all he needs!'
Unfortunately for Burst Stream, he was already within the opening that Blitz Surge was waiting for! As Burst dodged the bullet rain, Blitz Surge was concentrating the power of Harmony into the blade of his katana. And when he saw Burst's back to him, he struck without any warning! Streaking past Burst Stream and slicing into his side! Burst Stream had barely registered what happened when he felt a sudden pain in his side! And the instant he doubled over, the storm of projectiles slammed into him! Pelting him mercilessly and striking faster than he could react! When the barrage was over, Burst Stream was just barely hovering in the air and flickering back and forth between his regular form and nightmare form!
"It's fitting you took that form, brother." Blitz Surge smirked as he hovered above Burst Stream! "Because like the original nightmare, you shall fall by the power of harmony!"
Without mercy, Blitz sent out a massive energy slash of Harmony that ripped into Burst Stream and sent him plummeting toward the ground! Acting quickly, Burst Stream managed to recover from his fall and land on his feet! However, he soon fell to one knee, panting in exhaustion as his nightmare form faded away! While it may have given Burst Stream a power boost, it also needed to be maintained throughout the course of the fight! Right now, Burst Stream was at his most vulnerable! And as Blitz Surge descended, things weren't looking good for the Element of Power!
"All that punishment, and you still refuse to fall." Blitz Surge frowned as he looked down on Burst Stream. "Do you truly refuse to believe that you've lost? Face reality, brother! I have won! All your words are now rendered pointless! I have cast aside all that shackles me in order to pursue my goal! And now here I stand! The TRUE son of Aether and the real hero of this land! You! Have! Lost!"
All was dead quiet for a whole minute as time seemed to freeze. But the silence was soon broken from a faint sound. One that grew louder by the second. Burst Stream was slowly but surely getting back on his feet, and laughing all the while!
"Heh. Heh heh! Ha ha ha! HA HA HA HA HA HA!"
"Have you finally gone mad from the pain?" Blitz Surge asked as he tilted his head to the side in curiosity. "Or have you cracked upon realizing that I am right?"
"No." Burst Stream answered with a heroic smile as he stared right back at Blitz Surge! "I just realized how pathetically weak you are! You might be more powerful than me, but you'll never be stronger! Casting aside all that you think is unnecessary? That's the thinking of a coward who's too scared to carry a burden on his shoulders! You took the quick and easy path, Blitz Surge! And that's why you'll never beat me! I won't lie, it's hard having to care about the people you hold dear when you fight. Sometimes it can seem like everything would be much easier if you didn't think about them at all. But that's wrong! It's because of them that you have a reason to fight harder and push past your limits! My friends aren't the source of my power, but they're why I've become as strong as I am! So go ahead! Smite me with your 'great and mighty power'! Just know that even if you defeat me, I'll still win!"
"What kind of nonsense are you speaking?!" Blitz Surge hissed!
"Isn't it obvious?" Burst Stream smirked. "You've made it your life's mission to wipe me off the face of the earth. I'm probably the only challenge you've ever had even when you cheat with the power of Harmony. Once I'm gone, you'll have nothing because you've wasted your life on getting 'revenge' for something that was never my fault to begin with. Dad's never going to accept you. After the horrible thing you tried to do to your own mom, I doubt she'd ever look at you again. And we all know the people would never accept you as their hero!" Burst Stream's eyes were full of defiance as he stared down Blitz Surge!
"WRONG!" Blitz Surge snapped! "ONCE YOU'RE DEAD, I WILL HAVE EVERYTHING! I AM THE HERO! ME!" The power of Harmony began to pool together in a massive orb of energy between Blitz Surge's hands! The full force of the power of Harmony contained within it! "A WORTHLESS PRETEND HERO LIKE YOU HAS NO RIGHT TO LIVE! NOW DIE!"
A massive blast of rainbow-colored energy came screaming towards Burst Stream! The blast completely enveloped him upon impact and a blinding rainbow-colored pillar of light formed where he stood! When the light faded and the smoke began to clear, all of Castalot looked on in shock, disbelief, and horror. It seemed as if their best hope against Blitz Surge had fallen. But when the smoke cleared, it was revealed that Burst Stream was still standing! However, it didn't look like he was in good shape. His body was pretty roughed up from taking the full force of the blast and his hair shadowed his eyes. Despite the fact he was still standing after such a massive attack, Burst Stream was completely still. In fact, it looked like he was dead. However, the fact Burst Stream was standing enraged Blitz Surge even more! With a scowl he descended back to the ground and slowly drew his katana as he approached the motionless Burst Stream!
"I drove you from your home, imprisoned father, and even unleashed the full might of Harmony upon you." Blitz Surge growled as he marched toward Burst Stream! "And even now, you still stand against me!" 
Blitz was an arm's length away from Burst Stream, and the crowd was frozen in utter terror as he raised his blade! "But today marks your final stand brother!" Blitz Surge glared hatefully at the still form of Burst Stream. "NOW YOU FA-?!" 
Without any warning, Blitz Surge was sent flying back by a powerful punch to the face! Blitz was hit so hard that he was bleeding from the strike! And as he picked himself up, the tyrant's eyes shrunk to pin pricks. Burst Stream's arm was held out with a closed fist and it looked like he was breathing! But that wasn't what shocked Blitz Surge the most.
". . . Told you." Burst Stream said as he took one step forward. His arms hanging lazily at his sides as he advanced! Making Blitz Surge freeze in disbelief! "I told you. All I need is one good hit. . . " Burst Stream clenched his fists, stomped one foot down, and glared right at Blitz Surge! His eyes filled with life and fighting spirit! "AND THEN THE FIGHT'S MINE!"
Blitz Surge was trembling in fear! All of the power of Harmony was put into the massive beam he'd just fired! So how?! How was Burst Stream still alive?! However, his fears were soon overshadowed by anger as he wiped blood from his face!
"You made me bleed. . . " Blitz Surge murmured as he stared at the blood on his hand. His shocked expression morphing into an animalistic snarl! "YOU MADE ME BLEED!"
"That one hit was just for me." Burst Stream cracked his knuckles! "I've got plenty more for you from my friends!"
"Why will you not fall?!" Blitz Surge snarled! "Why do you oppose the world I wish to create?! A world where justice and order prevail! Where peace is eternal! Where the right thing to do is the ONLY thing to do!"
"I already told you Blitz." Burst Stream replied calmly. "Freedom is the right of all sentient beings! One that no one has in your 'perfect' world! The world you describe is a world without heroes!"
"You speak so highly of freedom, but look at what some have done with it!" Blitz Surge snapped! "Luna turning into Nightmare Moon! Discord's reign of chaos and misery! Sombra enslaving the Crystal Empire! All of them freely chose to do evil, and that freedom let them commit terrible deeds!"
"Maybe so. But you've only looked at one half of the picture." Burst Stream frowned. "Twilight and the girls. Me and my friends. And then we have villains who reformed. All of us freely chose to either take up the fight against evil, or to turn their lives around for the better! A world without the freedom to make that choice is a world without heroes! A hero isn't someone who just chooses the right thing because they have to! Heroes are people who make a choice between right and wrong, and chooses the right thing to do simply because they can and want to!"
"I grow tired of your voice pretender!" Blitz Surge hissed! "If one blast of the full power of Harmony was not enough," Blitz Surge began to channel his magic! "Then perhaps two will finish the job!" But to his shock, Blitz Surge couldn't feel the power of Harmony gathering! "What?! Why can't I-GAH!" Blitz Surge was forced onto his back by a rainbow-colored blast of magic!
"Looking for that?" Burst Stream asked as he stepped closer! A rainbow-colored aura of power enveloping his entire being! But instead of the dull and muted aura Blitz Surge had projected, this one was bursting with vibrancy yet it seemed calm and collected at the same time! "You must have lost your inner harmony."
"Impossible. . . " Blitz said in horror! Denial, fear, and anger pulsing through his core!"IMPOSSIBLE! HOW?! HOW CAN A WORTHLESS PRETEND HERO LIKE YOU COMMAND THE POWER OF HARMONY?! IT WAS MINE!"
"It was never yours." Burst Stream replied coolly. "And it's not mine to command either. Nobody is meant to control it. That's what your mom shared with me and my friends. She explained that Harmony isn't some mindless force, it's sentient. It determines who wields it. Like when it chose Twilight and the girls to be the Elements of Harmony. And the same principle applies to how Harmony uses its power. Nightmare Moon and Luna's banishment, and Discord's imprisonment being prime examples. And with how you've been misusing Harmony, it refused to work with you."
"HOW MUCH MORE MUST YOU STEAL FROM ME?!" Blitz Surge roared! Powering up his magic, he unleashed a massive blast! However, Burst Stream batted the beam aside and advanced towards Blitz Surge! 
"No! NO! NOOO! STAY AWAY!" Blitz Surge screamed in fear as he let loose blast after blast of magic! His entire body trembling as he fired in a blind panic!
Burst Stream said nothing as he flew right at Blitz Surge and unleashed a Harmony-powered uppercut that launched Blitz Surge into the sky! Not wasting any time, Burst Stream drew his Duelist Arm in its blaster form and charged up a shot! But instead of the standard blue, the shot was rainbow-colored! Once it was fully powered, the charged shot rocketed towards Blitz Surge and stunned him upon contact! Rainbow-colored lightning crackling around Blitz Surge's stunned form! Burst Stream converted the blaster to its lightsaber form! The blade igniting in a brilliant rainbow-color! Taking a deep breath, Burst Stream flew at his top speed and slashed at Blitz Surge! A large slash mark appeared on Blitz Surge's chest and light poured from the wound! Before Blitz Surge could cry out in pain, Burst Stream teleported behind him and slashed apart his wings of light! An instant later, Burst Stream was slashing him at his top speed and making cuts all over Blitz Surge! The assault culminating with a massive overhead swing from Burst Stream that cut right down the middle of Blitz Surge, and concluding with a massive explosion! When the smoke cleared, Blitz Surge was in one piece but looked even worse than Burst's battered state! His divine robes were in tatters and his body was riddled with slash marks and cuts! Each wound leaking a tainted white light!
"Why. . . ?" Blitz croaked out as he weakly hovered in the air. "I cast aside. . . all that didn't matter. I commanded the power of Harmony. And still I lost to you?!"
"That's exactly why you lost." Burst Stream answered. "I told you earlier that my friends are why I'm so strong. It's because carried a 'burden' that I became stronger. But there's another reason why I'm stronger than you. That reason is because I have the greatest power a hero can have: Hope. A hero isn't strong because of what powers they have! What makes heroes strong is the hope they inspire in people that pushes them to be good too! And it's because of that hope that I won't lose! You may have turned my friends and I into fugitives, and you took my father from me. But despite all of that, I'm still standing and fighting! Because I hold on to hope that we'll be able to stop you and undo all the evil acts you've committed!"
"Never. . . NEVER!" Blitz Surge howled in anger! Powering up his magic for one final attack as he glared at Burst Stream who hovered above him! In desperation, he unleashed a massive white beam of magic at Burst Stream! "I AM THE TRUE HERO! ME!"
Burst Stream said nothing as he channeled the power of Harmony into his hands! A massive beam of rainbow-colored magic collided with Blitz Surge's attack before completely engulfing it and slamming right into Blitz Surge! Sending the tyrant crashing into the same crater that Burst had made earlier in the fight! When the beam faded, Blitz Surge was back in his regular clothes albeit they were almost in tatters.
"One more thing to do." Burst Stream said to himself as he once again channeled the power of Harmony into his body! He crossed his arms and wrapped his wings around himself before unleashing a wave of magic that rippled throughout the territories he and his friends had worked to liberate! The princesses felt their magic power return! And in Unityville, the platinum that had imprisoned Aether began to crack! Letting out a sigh of relief, Burst Stream smiled as he saw the power of Harmony then condense into a rainbow colored orb that shot off towards the direction of the Tree of Harmony! Satisfied that things were as they should be, Burst Stream returned his attention to Blitz Surge!
"You'll never be a hero Blitz." Burst Stream declared as he descended. "Because you never once did anything for somebody besides yourself. Everything you've done was only what was good for you. It was never out of the kindness of your heart or because you genuinely wanted to help someone else." Burst Stream picked up the katana Blitz Surge had used, and flew down into the crater. "Unless you learn this or admit that, you'll never be a hero!"
And Burst Stream shattered Blitz Surge's katana! Leaving the broken blade at Blitz Surge's feet as he walked away. However, Blitz Surge's anger overruled any semblance of common sense as he gripped the portion of the broken blade that had the point and stabbed Burst Stream in the back! A manic grin on his face as he drove the broken blade in!
The whole of Castalot was deathly silent as Burst Stream registered what had happened to him. As Burst turned to face Blitz Surge, there was only pity in his gaze before his face shifted to a peaceful expression as his body was soon engulfed by light! When the light faded, Burst Stream vanished! And unhinged laughter erupted from Blitz Surge.
"Heh. Heh heh! Heh heh heh! AH HA HA HA HA HAH HA!" Blitz Surge threw his hands up in the air in pure elation! "HE'S GONE! AT LAST THE PRETENDER IS DEAD! DO YOU SEE UNITY?! DO YOU SEE FATHER?! IT WAS NEVER HIM! IT WAS ME! IT WAS ALWAYS ME!! I AM THE LAST ONE STANDING! I AM THE TRUE HERO! I-!"
"SHUT UP!" Inferno Flare roared as he flew at Blitz Surge and slugged him across the face! "You're wrong! There's no way he's gone!" The other heroes had gathered and were immediately glaring down at Blitz Surge! Inferno was on the verge of tears as his fists trembled! "He can't be gone! Not now!"
"You are right Inferno." A familiar voice called out. The group was stunned to see Aether teleport before them! A proud smile on his face. "My son is not gone. Rather, he has achieved what I hoped he would."
"What do you mean?" Twilight asked with a pleading gaze! "Please! Tell us!"
(Suggested Listening: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpxlgkdauj4) 
"Through his friendship with all of you, Burst Stream found unity. When evil rose and the call to action sounded, he became aware of his duty." Aether said. "And by following his heart and acting on the bonds he forged with all of you, he has been lead to his destiny!"
As Aether finished, an orb of light shot down from the heavens! The light fading the closer it got to the surface! When the light faded it revealed Burst Stream! But his appearance had changed. His dragon wings now clad in feather-like scales giving them an angelic appearance while a divine aura shined around him! Burst Stream had ascended into godhood! A bright smile on his face as he greeted his friends!
"Don't worry guys." Burst Stream beamed! "Something tells me we're gonna be together a long time!" However, his expression turned serious as he locked eyes with Blitz Surge and advanced toward the usurper! Each footstep sounding like thunder to the terrified tyrant!
"So. . . you stand among the gods now?" Blitz Surge trembled as he found himself unable to move! "Go on then! Smite me and deliver your diving justice!"
"Justice is a subjective term. There's no absolute definition of it." Burst Stream answered as he stared down at Blitz Surge! "For a short while, I wanted to get revenge on you after you imprisoned my father. But after some words from my friends, I realized that it wouldn't make me feel any better. And it wouldn't do any good for the people you've hurt. And ending you when you can't even fight back doesn't sit well with me. I won't kill you Blitz Surge. Because in the end, that would make me no better than you. A cruel, evil, merciless version of me that cared for no one but himself."
Silence reigned supreme for almost a whole moment. Blitz Surge stared at Burst Stream in disbelief before his expression twisted into a snarl! He would have said something, but he was soon trapped within a clear crystal courtesy of Burst's magic!
"But I'm not letting you walk away from this either." Burst Stream stated with a heroic smile as he tapped on the crystal prion he'd put around Blitz Surge! "This should hold him until we get the guards freed from the dungeon."
"It's good to have you back Burst." Celestia said with a loving smile as she and Nightmare Moon approached him. Both of them wrapping their arms around him.
"Don't scare us like that again!" Nightmare Moon said as tears of joy fell from her eyes. 
"Hey. I'm immortal now." Burst Stream chuckled as he wrapped his arms around the two of them! "I'm not going away any time soon."

	
		Epilogue



A week had passed since Blitz Surge's defeat and subsequent capture, and peace, freedom, and harmony were restored to the kingdom of Unity. It would have been an ordinary day if it weren't for the fact that both teams of elements found themselves summoned to Castalot for a ceremony. Needless to say, such a momentous event would be covered by the media. The ceremony being held was to award the heroes with the highest honor, The Celestial Medal, for their unwavering heroism and triumph over Blitz Surge and the Lancers.
One by one, each of the heroes had stepped to receive a medal from Princesses Celestia, Luna, and Nightmare Moon. However, one among their number was missing.
"Hey, where's Burst Stream at?" Inferno asked as he looked around the room. "I figured he would've come with all of us. I know he's humble, but he wouldn't miss this."
"Oh, he'll just be a little fashionably late." Discord said as he literally popped into existence in front of the heroes! A knowing grin on his face. "He was pretty excited to be wearing the new coat Celestia and Nightmare Moon made for him. Come to think of it, he might've made a few additional changes to his wardrobe."
"So is your wardrobe why you're a little late too, Discord?" Twilight asked.
"Oh no no no." Discord waved his hands in front of him. "I was running late because I had to set up the speakers to play music fitting for the occasion."
"Huh. Weird." Inferno scratched his head. "I kinda figured the princesses had the music figured out."
"Oh trust me Inferno." Discord grinned. "When Burst comes through, you'll take that back! Aha! He's coming! Time to let it rip!" Discord pressed a button, and a familiar piece of music erupted from the speakers he'd set up!
(Play "Star Wars Throne Room Theme")
As the music blared through the room, Burst Stream stepped through the doorway! True to Discord's word, Burst Stream's outfit had undergone changes. The shoulder sections of his signature white coat were now adorned with pauldrons and he'd switched his sneakers out for a pair of steel-toed boots. A victorious smile on his face as he approached the princesses! Upon accepting his medal, he gave Celestia and Nightmare Moon a wink.
"Nice." Burst smiled as he looked at the two of them lovingly. "But I really wish I got something from the both of you."
"I think we might have something." Celestia smiled warmly as she kissed Burst Stream on the lips! 
"My turn." Nightmare Moon giggled as she placed her lips on Burst Stream's next! "You know, Celestia and I came up with a little solution to your relationship woes."
"Since you were so torn between the two of us, why not share you?" Celestia beamed. "After all, you have two hands to hold." She and Nightmare Moon then tightly embraced Burst. "And our lives are tightly tied to one another."
"Funny." Burst Stream chuckled. "I was going to say I don't feel whole without either of you. Something tells me this is how it was always gonna wind up. But that's a thought for another time! Hey, Pinkie! Would you do the honors?"
"I've been waiting for this!" Pinkie Pie grinned as she pulled a party cannon from out of seemingly nowhere! "IT'S PARTY TIME!" 
A flurry of confetti shot out, and an instant later everyone was partying in the castle! But it wasn't just Castalot celebrating this victory over evil. No, all of Unity was joining the party! All across the kingdom, the people were radiating joy and triumph! But out of all the parties, none was more lively than Castalot! However, one person among the revelers was uncharacteristically calm. Discord. He was watching the party with a peaceful smile as he sipped his punch.
"Huh. Didn't think the Lord of Chaos could be so quiet." Burst Stream noted. "Something on your mind Discord?"
"Hm? Oh, not really." Discord said as he took another swig of punch. "Just taking it all in before I head out. There's a matter that demands my total attention. One I've been waiting a very long time for."
"Huh. Alright then." Burst Stream nodded. "Thanks for crafting that power armor with Hermos by the way. This wasn't your fight, but I'm grateful for your help all the same."
"Humble, aren't you?" Discord chuckled. "A good quality that you and your friends share. And this was my fight. I'd be a lousy friend if I didn't do anything to help. Also," Discord fished out a pocket watch from his coat. "I had another personal stake in the fight. While I'd love to disclose that information with all of you, and I genuinely would like to do that, the matter I earlier mentioned is fast approaching. Ta ta for now!"
With a flash of light, Discord vanished. When he reappeared, he was standing before the Tree of Harmony. A fond smile on his face as he gazed at it.
"So how much longer are you going to stay like that sis?" Discord asked.
Suddenly, the Tree of Harmony began to shimmer as its crystals turned pure white! From out of the tree, a young woman stepped out clad in a simple white dress and sandals. Her skin was white as snow, her hair was every color of the rainbow, and her crystal blue eyes seemed to shine.
"It's been a while, Harmony."
"I missed you too, Discord." Harmony smiled so brightly her entire being seemed to glow! She then flicked Discord on the forehead! An adorable pout on her face as she wagged her finger at him. "I know you were upset that I had to turn into a tree, but you didn't have to vent your frustrations on the world."
"I guess that's why I'll always be the little brother! Heh heh!" Discord grinned as he chuckled. "It's good to see you again. Even if only for a little while."
"Don't worry." Harmony smiled as she walked back to the tree. "I'll be back soon."
In a flash of light, the Tree of Harmony had returned to normal. Satisfied, Discord left for his realm. Happy with knowing that the world and his sister were in good hands so long as heroes were ready to fight evil.
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