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		Description

When little filly Sunset Shimmer dresses as a Royal Guard for Nightmare Night, Princess Celestia gets the great idea to make Sunset her little guard for the night. Ain't nothing getting past this little filly!
I was given the inspiration for this story from a line from this story by TheNewYorkBrony.
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Nightmare Night, a time of year which everypony can enjoy, big or small, stallion or mare. Some say it's a night where friends can dress up in whatever costume they please and have fun with eachother, which is like any other hang out, except their now dressed up as somepony. Others say it's about getting as much candy as possible while also dressing up as whatever. 
This year, a filly known as Sunset Shimmer will be getting a little more than she expected. This year, little Sunset Shimmer had dressed up as a Royal Guard for Nightmare Night. She would go around jokingly giving orders to other ponies and even hang around the other guards as if she was one of them. The guards had noticed this and decided to play along with her.
"So, you think you got what it takes to be one of us?" one of them asked.
Sunset gave a salute. "I'm always ready to fight what goes up against the princess to make sure she's safe!" she said confidently.
"That's what I like to hear! Put her there, tiny guard!" The guard held out his hoof.
Sunset grabbed hold of the guard's hoof and they both began hoof-wrestling. Due to the huge disadvantage the filly had, the guard didn't control his hoof and let Sunset win. When she won, everyone surrounding her, including herself, all let out manly cheers. Another guard grabbed hold of Sunset and lifted her onto his shoulder, giving everypony the perfect view of their new companion. Sunset was laughing loudly, she was having so much fun right now.
"My, my, my, I've never heard the guards have this much fun before," came a new voice.
All of the guards stopped cheering and Sunset was placed back down onto the ground. The guards lined up next to one another and saluted, for the princess had entered. Sunset copied them, she looked confident and give a mighty salute.
Princess Celestia smiled. "One of these is not like the other~" she sang. She approached the smallest of all guards. "Who might we have here?"
"Sunset Shimmer of the Royal Guard, reporting for duty, Princess!" Sunset shouted.
"Oh-ho-ho. Is that right?"
"Yes, your majesty!"
Celestia knelt down to Sunset’s level. "You think you have what it takes to be one of the big guys?"
Another guard chimed in with the conversation. "She's a natural, the little one. It's like she was destined to be a guard like us."
Celestia looked down the line of guards. Then an idea crossed her mind. Her face turned serious. "Well, you are wrong with one thing: She is most certainly not destined to be like you all," Celestia said. 
Sunset's big smile disappeared. As she looked downwards, a more sad look had replaced it.
Celestia smiled once more and raised the filly's chin with her hoof. "She's destined for much more."
Sunset perked up; her smile returned and the guards began cheering and applauding. 
Celestia began walking away before turning back to Sunset. "Follow me, little one, for your destiny," she said.
Sunset's pupils widened as she began trotting behind the princess. Together, the princess and her little knight travelled through the castle of Canterlot. They walked the long, large halls leading to the throne room.
"Princess, what exactly are you having me to do?" Sunset asked.
"Well, you wanted to be a guard for Nightmare Night, correct?" Celestia asked back.
"Uh-huh?" Sunset confusingly nodded.
They both reached Celestia's throne. The princess turned back at the filly. "Then, it is with great pleasure that I hereby declare Sunset Shimmer as my personal guard for the remainder of the night!" she announced.
Sunset's pupils have widened to be so large, you couldn't tell that she had any white in her eyes. She began jumping up and down, cheering and smiling wildly. "Oh my gosh! Oh my gosh! Oh my gosh! I'm the princess's personal guard!"
Princess Celestia continued watching the excited filly and then laughed. "Don't waste your energy now, my student, for I'm expecting you to still have some while we attend a special Nightmare Night event."
Sunset stopped bouncing and smiled embarrassingly to her teacher. "Hehe, sorry. What is it we're doing tonight?" 
"I have been invited to a gathering being held in the Town Hall in Ponyville. Ponies all from Ponyville, Cloudsdale, Appleoosa and Canterlot will be attending," Celestia explained, walking out of the throne room with Sunset.
"Is it like a party?" Sunset asked.
"Hmm, yes, I guess it is like a party; there's activities, food and beverages. I guess 'gathering' really isn't the thing to call it."
Together, they walked out of the castle and climbed on board of a golden carriage being hauled by two other pegasus guards. They flew their way down towards Ponyville: the town of, from what Sunset had heard, friendship. Ponies from the three races lived in harmony, continuing to spread their friendship throughout all of Equestria. This was all told to the filly by her teacher. Sunset may not be the most interested in friendship, but parties aren't something she was known for turning down.
Soon enough, the carriage landed within the town of Ponyville. The princess and her student stepped out and began making their way through the town towards the town hall. They both passed by houses, decorated from top to bottom with Nightmare Night decorations. From spiders and cobwebs to banners with a silhouette of the evil Nightmare Moon, or known as the mare on the moon.
Sunset looked up to her teacher and noticed that she kept her eyes looking towards the ground, almost as if she was thinking about something.
"Hey, Princess, are you okay?" Sunset asked. 
Celestia was taken out of her trance. "What? Oh. Yes, I'm fine, Sunset Shimmer."
Sunset always knew whenever Princess Celestia was feeling uneasy, but she never felt it was her place to ask what was wrong. She knew her teacher was mighty and powerful, whatever was troubling her, she could probably handle.
Both mares continued onwards until they finally arrived at the town hall. Sunset rushed ahead and held the door open for the princess, like one of her guards.
"Why, thank you, Sunset! That's very kind of you," Celestia complimented.
"Just doin' my duties, your majesty." Sunset gave a royal salute towards Celestia.
Princess Celestia laughed as she made her way inside, with Sunset following behind her. Inside of the town hall was also decorated with traditional Nightmare Night decorations. Ponies from all across Equestria filled the large room, almost all of them wore a different costume ranging from either cute to scary.
"There are a lot of ponies here," Sunset pointed out.
Celestia hummed. "Yes, my little pony, ponies all from the nearby towns: Canterlot, Clouds-"
"Yeah, yeah, I know, I remember you telling me back at the castle," Sunset interrupted, beginning to walk away.
Celestia looked directly at her as she walked away, surprised that even her own student would interrupt her like that. Realising she was getting away, Celestia followed after her.
They both explored the packed building, finding, like, four different snack bars, a barrel filled with water and apples and even a dance floor. Sunset had never seen a real dance floor before, so that was pretty cool.
"Princess Celestia, you came!" said a new voice.
Celestia turned around. "Hello, Mayor Mare," she greeted. "Of course I came, I always love answering your invites."
"Well, your timing is impeccable, Princess; we were just about to start-" 
"Back away from the princess immediately!" Sunset interjected sternly.
Mayor Mare looked confusingly at the filly who had just stepped inbetween her and the princess. "And who might this young one be?"
Celestia chuckled. "Mayor Mare, meet my little personal guard, Sunset Shimmer," Celestia introduced. "Sunset Shimmer, this is the mayor of Ponyville, Mayor Mare."
The mayor was still very confused. "Personal guard?"
"She dressed as a Royal Guard for Nightmare Night, so I made her my guard for tonight. If she acts like a real guard, then just go with it," Celestia whispered into Mayor Mare's ear.
"Well, howdy-do, Sunset Shimmer!" Mayor Mare greeted. 
She held out her hoof for Sunset to shake, which she was happy to do.
Sunset was finding it hard keeping her stern face and began laughing. "Sorry. I can't even take myself seriously acting all tough and all."
"Aww! Don't stop playing the part now, little one, you're doing such a good job!" Mayor Mare complimented.
"You really think so?" Sunset’s eyes sparkled with joy.
Mayor Mare nodded. "Oh, for sure! You act just like a real knight of the Royal Guard." She giggled. "Hay, if you were any bigger, I might've accidentally mistaken you for a real guard."
Celestia laughed. "She really takes the cake with her little suit of armour, doesn't she?"
"Yeah, she really does. Say, where did you find that costume?" the Mayor asked the filly.
"I... uhh, I shrunk a real guard's armour to, umm... to fit me..." Sunset explained nervously.
Celestia perked up in surprise. "Wait, you stole one of my guard's suit of armour and shrunk it down to your size?"
Sunset gave a guilty blush.
"I never taught you a shrinking spell." Celestia squinted at the filly in suspicion.
Sunset nervously smiled. Her nerves eventually made her break a sweat. 
"Filly's got talent," the Mayor complimented again.
Celestia hummed. "So it would seem..." She looked away from Sunset, knowing exactly what she did, and they together explored more of the large hall. 
Sunset continued to protect the princess from oncoming ponies wishing to meet the princess. Everyone thought it was all fun and games but Celestia began to think that all of this power is getting to her head a bit.
Later, a cream coloured filly, with a black and pink mane, dressed as a pumpkin began approaching the princess in hopes of meeting her. Sunset quickly stepped in the way.
"Step away from the princess!" Sunset bellowed.
The filly jumped back in surprise and then began giggling. "Are you dressed as one of the princess' guards?" she asked. "Your costume looks so cool!"
Sunset didn't reply, she just continued shouting. "Back away from her majesty immediately!"
The pumpkin filly tilted her head. She tried to go around Sunset Shimmer, but she would just follow her every move, making sure Princess Celestia remained safe.
The filly scrunched her nose. "Why aren't I allowed to see the princess? Is she busy?"
Sunset remained standing tall as to look threatening, not answering the question.
She began to get sick of Sunset's actions and tried to confuse her by moving back and forth. Finally managing to get past the guard, she bowed before the princess.
"Hello, Princess Celestia. My name is Swee-"
The filly was interrupted and flung back by Sunset's telekinesis. Everyone around them gasped, including the princess and the filly began crying.
"Keep away from the princess!" Sunset fumed. The power of being a guard finally took over her.
The filly finally got back on her hooves and ran off crying loudly.
Celestia stomped her hoof. "Sunset Shimmer, may I have a word with you for a moment outside?" she asked.
Sunset was finally brought back to reality and had realised what she had done. Hanging her head low, she followed the princess outside.
As soon as the door closed, Celestia sighed. "Sunset, do tell me what that all was?"
Sunset sniffled. "I-I don't know. The thought of being one of your guards just felt too good to be true, it was like I began to think I was an actual guard of the castle and I guess the power seem to go over my head and then I... You know?" Sunset pointed her hoof inside the building. 
Celestia nodded. "Yes, I was beginning to notice you were becoming a bit harsh to anypony who approached me. I should have stepped in earlier, but I never realised you would take it as far as you did back there," she explained. "You have to remember, they are only fillies, as well as you are. You shouldn't treat them as if you are more powerful than they are."
Sunset looked away in shame. "Are you mad at me?" she asked.
Celestia stared at the filly for a moment. She then sighed and put a hoof around her, hugging her. "No, I'm not mad, but from now on tonight, I'll be keeping a closer eye on you than you have with me." She began smiling.
Sunset looked up at her teacher, saw her smile and began laughing. "Yeah, okay, I guess that's fair."
"That's what I like to hear," Celestia said, opening the door once again. "Now, let's go back inside. I think there is somepony you owe an apology to."
The tiny guard guiltily frowned. "Y-Yes, Princess..."
Sunset began looking around from the filly she hurt. When she eventually found her, the filly was very hesitant to step near  her. Sunset sighed and quickly pulled her into a hug. 
"I'm sorry for hurting you," she apologised to the pumpkin.
The filly was surprised by the sudden move of affection, but after hearing Sunset apologise, she was more than happy to return the hug, accepting the apology.
For the rest of the party, Princess Celestia, Sunset and her new friend hung out together. They played plenty of games, shared so many laughs and stories and even had a shot on the dance floor. Overall, they all had a great time. Afterwards, they had to say goodbye to eachother as Sunset and the princess flew back to the castle via their carriage.
Sunset may or may not have a chance to do this again, but one thing was for sure, this was by far the greatest Nightmare Night she has ever had. The story that she'll always remember as "The Princess and Her Tiny Guard."

			Author's Notes: 
I do hope you enjoyed this little piece. It was definitely something that took more time to make than it needed to, but I'm glad to finally have it out.
Anyway, I'm MorbidThe Brony, and proud of it. Have a good night.
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