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		Description

An installment of my "Elements of Harmony" multiverse, this is an AU where Twilight was presumed dead at the hands of Queen Chrysalis. She isn't, instead having transported to the human dimension for six years. After those years pass, she learns that Queen Chrysalis has returned with the aid of King Sombra, Lord Tirek, The Storm King, and Commander Tempest Shadow. Deciding to take vengeance for her own sake, she returns to Equestria and unwillingly hires a team.
– "The Central Cast":
• Twilight Sparkle / Daredevil (voiced by Tara Strong): The leader of the ragtag team of misfits. A once idealistic apprentice of Princess Celestia turned cynical and bloodthirsty vigilante, Twilight returns to Equestria to exact vengeance on the pony who turned her friends against her on that fateful night. 
• Flash Sentry (voiced by Vincent Tong): The bodyguard of Princess Cadance. Upon learning that she and her family has been kidnapped, she joins forces with Twilight to find them.
• Sunset Shimmer (voiced by Rebecca Shoichet): A human turned unicorn, Sunset has been resurrected under inexplicable reasons following a nasty gunshot wound.
• Sunburst Shimmer (voiced by Ian Hanlin): The royal crystaller to Princess Flurry Heart and the childhood friend of Starlight Glimmer, Sunburst joins Twilight's team to not only save the Princess, but also his long-lost friend.
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		Chapter 1: "The H Word"


			Author's Notes: 
If, in the comment section, you point out similarities between this prologue and the one written in "Born on the Wings of Eagles" by McCoda, that story is a main influence on this one. I'm not utilizing plagiarizing him in anyway; rather, this is a homage to a sadly underrated (and eventually canceled) story with a few major tweaks.
Also, this prologue was going to be much longer (i.e., the introductory fight scene), but it was fast approaching bedtime, so this was cut shorter.



Canterlot. A jewel of refinement and a beacon of hope for all of ponykind. It stands upon the Royal Mountain that presides over the Equestria's center. It was an ancient mining colony for collecting gems and other precious metals in its glory days, and the settlement became the center point for political intrigue as Celestia herself made it the new capital after the fall of Discord and Nightmare Moon. Its expansion was preponderated by unicorn magic and culture, so it came as no surprise that hereditary nobility rooted in pre-unification feudalism and entitlements laid the foundation of its social structure. Despite the introduction of local mayoral democracies by the Earth ponies in other important settlements (e.g., Manehattan and Fillydelphia) where free market capitalism reined, the heritage remained nonetheless.
Indeed, even today, the political and social ideals being practiced by the nobility of Canterlot are seen as a step backwards by many citizens. The rich's ability to scoff at the working class despite living off their tax bits is enough to discourage many ponies from taking up residence beside these self-indulgent neighbors. After all, nobles harbor the tendency to live in a fantasy world devoid of reality and ambition. That being said, the city remains a center of cultural productivity with its dominant schools, opera houses and other historically important facilities in spite of these rather overt flaws on the part of its privileged inhabitants. Like an ancient acropolis, it shines with marble radiance on the world below. But, as we've learned, appearances can be very deceiving.
Sadly, despite its clear and present grandeur, it remains the sight of mental trauma two months following the Changeling  Invasion. The property damage and terror still scar the tall and proud city as the nightmares from that day linger in the minds of many victims who had the unfortunate misfortune of getting caught in the crossfire. However, the scar most prominent is not out on the streets or inside personal homes. No, the scar most visible is in the palace of the Princesses itself. While the Changeling army did not partake in any act of killing ponies or any other sentient present at the time, the death of one student in particular continuously breaks the hearts of those inside the castle.
Twilight Sparkle, Princess Celestia's personal apprentice, is famed for her measure of loyalty and bravery in the face of Equestria’s greatest enemies. Her ability to halt entire conflicts with overpowering creatures is a testament to her abilities, despite her not being an efficiently trained soldier. A cunning and courageous heroine, she never wavered in the face of doubt and danger. On this day six years ago, her efforts were all for naught when Queen Chrysalis – the one responsible for Canterlot's damage and trauma – took the liberty of taking her life. While the battle did end in a victory for the ponies, the loss of the kingdom’s greatest champion and mage was a price too high for those whom she held dear. It was a reasonable presumption when one takes into consideration that the entire invasion could've been avoided had those she loved listened to her pleas.
Celestia contracted mental anguishes and emotionally collapsed after the ordeal. For the first month she hardly ate and isolated herself in her chambers. She was in such distraught that her sister and co-princess had to take up many of the daily responsibilities. Luna and Princess Cadance weren't doing much better, either. The former developed an intense hatred for Twilight's murderer and resorted to brutal interrogation techniques to force information out of possible suspects or conspirators who may have assisted in Chrysalis's attempted coup. It got so bad that she took a page out of her sister's book and isolated herself in her resting chambers. The latter was heartbroken upon witnessing the unfolding of one tragedy after another following the breaking of the news that Twilight had died. However, she decided that she would protect Equestria should another threat arise. She would protect it...for her sake.
As for her dearest friends, the loss killed them faster like a speeding bullet and threatened to break them apart as they tried to cope. Applejack, the Element of Honesty, buried her heart in farm work. Often, her brother caught her completing even his own share of duties around the property as if trying to make up for something. Eventually, she was rewarded with sore muscles, bruised hooves, and a deafening headache or two as a result...and a few trips to the hospital for dangerously lethal fatigue. Pinkie Pie, the Element of Laughter, was no longer able to plan parties as she once did. Every time her usual routine was attempted, she always felt a strong feeling of a missing something. She often examined the front entrance as if expecting to see somepony...such as an old friend. Tears often fell from her cheeks, followed by a hysterical laughter not concocted with any genuine happiness....but with gut-wrenching hysteria. Like Applejack, she ended up in the hospital, this time for suicidal tendencies plaguing her very mental psyche. Rarity, the Element of Generosity, found that she was unable to weave and sow the lively garments she always made with the aspirations of impressing celebrities and modeling firms. Her new line of clothes became somber and darkly-colored. The occasions she seldom did work on something not black, blue, or grey (such as a sparkling gala outfit or sorceress or scholarly theme), she would often tear them apart upon the realization that her "client" could never pick it up. She can be seen on occasion to be sporting a black dress and veil. Rainbow Dash, the Element of Loyalty, ended up in the hospital longer than Applejack or Pinkie Pie for a reason that could be chalked up to nothing short of paranoia and PTSD to the extreme. She always liked to charge headfirst in every confrontation, often spending her free time in the Everfree Forest to combat any and all creatures she suspected of "endangering Ponyville". Using a quick combination of flight and martial arts, she fought off dozens of beasts without any regards to their intentions, coolness or her personal safety. She didn't seldom came back with cuts, bruises and other injuries. Some suspected she was trying to kill herself, while others believed she was trying to kill her misery instead. Fluttershy, the Element of Kindness, took care of animals like she always did. Unfortunately, she found herself collapsing from heart attacks on more than one occasion. It also didn’t help that Rainbow’s brutal beat-'em-ups created a whole new list of patients too big for her to deal with. Angel Bunny, his halfhearted greed aside, began taking more and more of Fluttershy's regular responsibilities involving the smaller critters. A clear testament of a friendship broken, the five ponies were nothing without the Element of Magic.
The hardest hit by Twilight’s end was no doubt her family. Shining Armor, with all due respects to the Captain of the Royal Guard, was a broken stallion. His personal guilt, backed by the weight of blame from his parents and bride-to-be, were too much for him to bear. Indeed, Cadence found out about her groom’s heartbreaking words towards her sister-in-law during the rehearsal. The fact that Twilight gave everything to save her brother despite what Shining ideally deserved was treated as a horrible sense of judgment on the behalf of the latter. In the head, he bore the heartbreaking conclusion: Twilight trusted her heart while he trusted his head. Once the funeral was over, he secluded himself from the others but declined to run away from his demons. To run away and becoming a traveling vagabond of sorts would mean that he would take the coward's way out than the way of a true stallion. Their parents weren't doing much better. While their father was solemn and decided to let his words speak above his actions, their mother was the complete opposite: her actions spoke above her words. Case in point, she punched the funeral director as a result of her own trauma of being a former Royal Guard who lost a loved one. 
Finally, being her number one assistant, Spike had lost everything that day. His mother… His sister… His friend… His mentor… Twilight was everything to him. The dragon was all alone in the world without her, defenseless and powerless. Taking this into notice, a recovering Princess Luna took up the responsibility of being his caretaker as a form of personal repayment. The controller of the moon owed the lavender unicorn very much after all.
While the majority of the Changelings were trained to feel absolutely no remorse, a rare few did just that. Specifically, a youngling named Thorax and his brother Pharynx (grudgingly in the case of the latter) decided to pay their respects for the fallen unicorn alongside their friend Kevin. For the past few weeks, they had no desire to help their fellow Changelings build a new army, breed new warriors, or prepare for war.
War... Was it really nigh?

Six Years Later. . .

The year was 2018. Six years have passed following the death of Twilight Sparkle, and the possibility of war behind the corner had Equestria on the brink. Hope was beginning to fade from the view of the Equestrian citizens, having been long replaced by dread.
This wasn't her problem no longer...
A young woman entered the apartment complex wearing a red-and-black armored bodysuit with a protective facemask/helmet and wielding a customized metal baton which separated into two if desired. Using extreme caution, the woman proceeded down the halls armed with nothing but her dual batons. Upon reaching her destination, she kicked down the door and leaped inside. A violent fight scene was probably in order, but for all pretenses and purposes, I'll just leave it to your imagination. 
Utilizing both of her batons, the woman disarmed every trafficker in the room of their firearms. After she herself was disarmed of her own, she began throwing punches and launching kicks at the nearest criminal before lifting up the most heavyset of them and hurling him into the door, breaking it off its hinges. At that moment, another tidal wave came crashing down on her, but was subsequently knocked out by a flying microwave to the noggin. 
The man behind him pumped his pistol-gripped Winchester Model 1200 and immediately tackled by the woman, who immediately wrestled control of the shotgun from him and fired shots twice (one in his torso, the second at a henchman's chest). The rest of the time, she merely used it as a melee weapon before she retrieved her batons to continue the fight. As much as she despised people like them, she never resorted to kill them unless it was a last one.

When all was done and said, every human trafficker was arrested and every trafficking victim was saved. Their mysterious savior stood at the edge of the rooftop, looking down upon them. Her hidden facial expression was one that combined somber resignation and solemn confirmation.
Hmm... It seems that justice is blind after all...

Meanwhile, in the Crystal Empire, Flash Sentry entered the house of the Royal Crystaller and looked around. Hmm... He reminds me of Miss Twilight Sparkle, even I though I had never met her before... 
"Um, Crystaller Sunburst? You summoned me here to your house?"
POOF!

An explosion occurred soon after, followed by a buildup of dust and hackneyed coughing. There in the middle of it all was a two-tone orange unicorn with a cloak decorated with stars draped over him. When he waved away the mist and caught his breath, he noticed the Royal Guard standing there with a look of confusion and concern on his face.
"Ah! Royal Guard Sentry! What are you doing here?" 
"You, uh..." Flash wondered if this was the right guy with the right stuff. Talk about the wrong stuff... Nonetheless, he soldiered on. "You sent me a message to meet you at your house, saying it was an emergency?"
"Oh, that's right!" Sunburst perked up, the memory rushing back to him. "Come!" Retrieving a crystal ball and placing it upon its pedestal, he muttered an incantation and a visual presentation began to play:
"I suspect that Queen Chrysalis, the Changeling behind the Canterlot Invasion six years prior, has returned." An silhouette of the Changeling Queen came into view, complete with a sinister smirk. "She is seeking revenge now in addition to continuing her conquest."
The silhouette separated and formed into two particular kingdoms... "In addition to Canterlot, she plans to move on to the Crystal Empire and all of its neighboring domains, silently regaining control of all of Equestria."
…before into that of another silhouette and more... "She has managed to replace Twilight Sparkle's former friends, the Royal Sisters, and–most recently–the Royal Family of the Crystal Empire."

…and then a giant tree that housed six supernatural artifacts of interest... "I believe that she may hunt down the Tree of Harmony, where the Elements of Harmony are being kept." ...and then a Changeling? "A young Changeling has informed me of his former master's plans and I, in turn, have sent him to acquire assistance. We need all the help we can get."
The crystal ball no longer required, Flash and Sunburst turned away from it and faced each other.

"Sunburst, this Changeling..."
"I know, Royal Guard Sentry, I had my own doubts like you. But that was then; this is now. I have my utmost faith that Thorax will receive aid in such a state of emergency."
"I understand, but who exactly could come and help us when all of Equestria's greatest defenses are kidnapped and replaced by a species who can shapeshift into anypony…?"
A smile of hope soon christened the face of Sunburst. "She could..."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qo_kUQ5tcBE
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