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		Description

This is my first try to make story. Be honest with feedback and remember, even bad feedback is good for me :)
Since ponies escaped Discord's rule into new continent Nehola, they lived in relative peace under protection of Verden Empire, which was collapsed 20 years ago. Now it's time for royal family to take back what theirs and try to estabilish old empire back. Will be royal family able to face all dangers before them and recover Verden Empire into state it once was?
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			Author's Notes: 
This is my first story. I ask you for giving me any kind of feedback by any way. Thank you. :)



Two ponies sit near the campfire. One starts conversation.
"It has almost been twenty years, right?"
"Yes. I still remember it like it was yesterday."
"You know me for long time. I was beside you from the beginning. Can you tell me what happened that night?"
"*sigh* I guess you have right to know the real story."
--20 years ago--
Welcome to the land of freedom. To land, where there are not any alicorns leading kingdom. Land, where ponies fled during Discord's rule in Equestria. Welcome to continent Nehola and it's citizens, servants of Verden Empire. Royal family is leading whole empire with Emperor Peter Bolt and Empress Angela Bolt. They weren't too different. Both had stripe on mane and tail in color of royal blue, brown shade of fur and all were pegasi. Peter, as a male, had a little darker shade, with dark blue iris and red-blue mane and tail. He was also a buffy enough to be able wield sword and Emperor's plate armor but he mostly wore red cape as symbol of Emperor. Angela was more of light browned fur with purple iris and orange-blue mane and tail. She wasn't like some rich mare. She was able to fight just as good as any soldier and able to be good empress.
They were just getting another member into Bolt dynasty. They were just resting after birth during calm evening and were not expecting what was about to happen.
"Isn't she cute?" said Peter, standing above cradle.
"Yes, she is adorable.." said Angela, laying in the royal bed," What should we name her?"
"Look at her. Filly, Pink-blue mane and tail, light blue eyes, brown fur and, of course, pegasi. She is like the rose.. She will be Rose."
"Mom! Dad! Can I see her already?" said young son of royal pair, Cloudy Bolt. He was really young, just 2 years. Just as his parents, even he was pegasi, has royal blue stripe with combination of green on his mane and tail and, as his father, darker shade of brown fur and iris by grey color. He was a little hyperactive but which kid isn't? Even though he was young, he already trained fight, diplomacy, negotiation, courting and all kinds of tactics and things he will need once he will be ready to take his parent's throne and take care of empire.
"Yes, boy."said Peter with smile on his lips as much as in his heart,"Come and look at your younger sister."
As Peter said, Cloudy did. He stepped into royal bedroom and came to the cradle, where fresh-born Rose was lying. He got into air to get better look at her. When he saw her, he was super excited and was just imagining all those thing he would do when she grows up a little. His father catched him and put him down.
"Son, now listen to me." Cloudy, hearing seriousness from father's voice, sat down and listened carefuly. "Your sister is younger, thus she will need you to protect her and be here for her. Understand?"
"Yes, father. I will protect her." Both were really serious looking at moment, after few second, serious face changed smile and also small hug between father and son happened. Angela was looking at them with slight smile and feeling of proudness and love. Suddenly, knock was heard from door.
"Sir, may I come in?" said quite familiar voice to royal family.
"Come in, Don." said Peter,"and stop calling me sir, it's Pete for you."
A huge pony opened door. Just from his height and size anypony could say it's good to be on his good side. It was Donaldon Stormhoof. Stormhoof was savage, strong, mostly white furred ponies living in hills, till Verden expedition discovered them in Eastern mountains and offered them shelter in Verden Empire. Even though they refused to leave their home, Verden Empire offered them food and warm clothes. Since then they feel very much in debt to Verden Empire, mostly going to serve in army. Donaldon had become Captain of Royal Elite Guard. Thanks to that, he got close to royal family and for them he is like family friend they never had. He is huge, beefy white pony with aqua blue mane and tail and iris being of color hazelnut.
"I am sorry, but it's hard to get used to it. Anyway, I came here to check on you. Is it true we now have one more member of dynasty?"
"Yes!", yelled Cloudy and pointed at cradle,"Just look at her! One day she will be strong as you I bet!"
Don just giggled a little, then said to young prince:"I sure hope she will be. Can I see her closer?" Don said when he looked at royal pair.
"Of course you can, Don. You are like family to us." said Angela with friendly voice. Don came closer to cradle and looked inside.
After few seconds of looking at Rose, he turned at Peter and said:"I swore here on my honor, as member of Stormhoof Clan, I will protect this youngling before everything bad, even with my own life." It's oath made by Stormhoof Clan to new-born babies of royal family. Even Cloudy has one, but he don't really know about it.
"Hey! I am her protector!" Cloudy yelled at Don with dedication in his eyes. Don looked at young boy and with smile he said:
"So train hard, then you can protect your sister and whole empire for life long." Cloudy calmed, but dedication didn't leave his eyes. 
"Come, prince, it's time to go to the bed." said Don, but Cloudy didn't seem like go into his room. 
"I wanna stay with mom and dad today!" said dedicated to stay in room. 
Don looked at Peter and Angela, already laying in bed and said:"If that is Empire's will... " Cloudy, immediately knowing what Don meant, looked with sad eves at parents. Peter than gave a little nod confirming Don's words.
"Then I shall leave you to good night. Let your sleep be quiet and peacefull." Cloudy, full of excitement that we will sleep with parents, jumped on the bed and got between parents. Don left room and with Angela turning off torch, whole room went dark and all its residents went to sleep.
Few hours later Cloudy woke up filled with fear, probably from nightmare, and decided we will go at balcony to look at stars. He could have seen the whole city underneath him, some places sparkling with light from street torches. He was thinking what Don said to him.
"If I am about to make those people safe and happy, I will need to learn a lot. I will be Emperor. No. I will be the best Emperor!"
"You sure will be.", said someone behind him. Cloudy jumped a little from surprise and when he turned around, he saw mother standing in the door to balcony.
"Mom! You scared me!" said Cloudy with a little disapproval of what mom just did.
"I'm sorry, swetie. It was nice listening to you."Angela went to the rail, next to Cloudy:"You know,our city Verden, other provinces, this is a big empire. We began as refugees from Old World. We escaped bad ponies in charge there. Now its more than 1000 years since we are here and look at us. Prospering nation, united by our family, to prosper and rise."
"You mean Vito? He saved us from Suns, right?" Cloudy said with pride he remembers history of Verden Empire.
" Yes, suns attacked from sea, first attacking at Dresen. We were only city nations back then, fighting for their own, until Vito united our neighbours againt Sun army and created first army. He was ruthless but without him, he would not be here. Am I boring you?"
"Not really, I like to hear that we are the one who united all and defeated Suns."
As soon as he said it, small Rose started crying in her cradle. Angela looked inside and said:"I guess it's feeding time. Stay safe, Cloudy."
"I will, mom." Cloudy said and continues to look at city. His mom was then replaced by father on the balcony. 
Cloudy noticed his presence, making his father's words not suprising this time: "Doing good, son?"
"Yea. Why are you awake?" Cloudy asked with curiosity.
"Ask your sister. She is like alarm clock now." Peter said with laugh. Cloudy was thinking and then asked his father:
"Was I same when I was small?" Father looked at him and said:
"Every kid is same. You were alarm clock then, now she is our new alarm clock." Cloudy noded showing that he understands. 
He looked at city and ask father:"How hard is to be Emperor?" 
"Too soon to be thinking that" Peter said,"but to be honest, it's hard, but rewarding. Look at this city. People here are happy and safe, all thanks to generations of work and effort put by all. Remember: Even the poorest in the city is able to make this place better." 
"Ah.. I see.", Cloudy said with curious eyes.
It wasn't much long after Peter put strange frown at city. Cloudy noticed and looked too. He saw strange lights going through city, not normal and from time to time he saw magic on the streets. When he was carefully listening, he could hear strange, not natural sounds, like metal clinking against each other. His father looked at Cloudy and said to him:"Let's go inside." Cloudy did as told, going inside. His father then went out of bedroom and he were few minutes alone in bedroom with mom feeding Rose.
Then door started opening. Don and Peter, equiped in armor, entered room and with serious face Cloudy never seen before, Peter said:"We have to go. General Hoofrise is making rebellion." Cloudy started to shaking out of the fear. He looked at mom, who seems worried, but nothing more. It was like she expected this could have happened. They left room and went away, escorted by 4 Elite Guards in heavy plate armor with huge swords. 
Cloudy asked father:"What is happening? Who is Hoofrise?" 
His father waited with response for few seconds, then said:"Do you remember that old green pony, who have been visiting us?" 
Then he remembered who he is. It's one of gouverneur in northern province, Crolent Hoofrise. He was always too serious, never wanted to play with Cloudy, mostly talking with his parents about things Cloudy did not understand. Last time he was visiting with guards, which was unusual and he was yelling at his parents and were mostly leaving grumpy.
"I remember, but what is rebellion?" Peter were silent, not saying word. They were already a few floors down and with every floor all sounds became more and more clear and even small child could say they were not good sounds.
It wasn't long, before one pony from room in corridor jumped out and tried to attack Angela, when he was stopped by Don, who rammed him out of windowed corridor.
"Everypony okay?" Don asked. Angela, not showing any sign of fear noded to confirm his well-being. It became more common to see one or two hostile earth ponies, pegasi or unicorns, to attack group, always leading to fail harm royal family or even Elite Guard. 
When they were about to pass Throne hall, they heard voice from inside. Everyone stopped and listened to voice:"I want you to find them! They are not allowed to live! Bolt dynasty ends here and now! No excuses, or you all get executed! Get it all? Now move!" Cloudy could have said it was voice of Hoofrise.
Peter and Don started to whisper to each other. Cloudy got closer to hear it:"Sir, if he defeat him now, it's all over." 
"Risk is too high, if it fails, he gets away with all and Verden Empire will fails." 
"Isn't Verden Empire worth of risk?" 
"...You're right, but take those soldiers with you, they will cower your plot." 
"For the Empire and my Emperor."
Don and Elite Guard then charged into room, killing everything they could. Royal family continued in way to the safety. After few minutes of walk, Peter heard voice from behind. He immediately pulled out his sword, holding it in his mouth and looked back, ready to protect his family. From mist of shadow came Don, bruised and scratched by enemy. He look at Peter and shaked his head, meaning his plan didn't work. He rejoined royal family.
They arrived to picture of his ancestor, Vito Bolt, one who created Verden Empire. Don looked at pic, coming closer under it, when familiar voice started talking:"Well, well, Bolt dynasty, together, what a surprise. And shame." Everyone looked to the way they came. Crolent Hoofrise was standing in front of them supported by dozens of soldiers. He was green pony with orange mane and tail, iris in color of purple. 
Don looked at him with all hatred he had inside and said:"You coward! Next time don't run from fight!"
"Some will win, some will loose. I just won. You just loose. Give up and I will make your execution nice." 
Peter pulled his sword again in anger:"I never give up my life or family. You know that." 
Crolent giggled and responded with ease in voice:"Do I? Yes, I do. Then I will execute you here and now, slowly and painfully." 
"Why are you doing this? You are general! We trusted you!" 
"Yes, about that. You know, I decided it's time to change regime. Wanna step into my path?"
Meanwhile Don pushed stone bricks and opened path. He got in front of Peter and said:"He does not, but I do." Soldiers, knowing reputation of Stormhoof clan as savage killers in battle, stepped back a little in fear.
"You?",Crolent laughed at him. "Please. I got dozens of soldiers. You are only one pony in my path. Earth pony if I might add. How could you think you can defeat me?" 
Don signalized Peter to escape by escape tunnel. When Crolent saw royal family dissapearing in wall, he immediately yelled:"Get them! Before they escape!" 
2 soldiers in fear ran after them, only to find themselves killed by Don and his mighty axe. "Kill me, I dare you." Before others were able to react, Don charged into enemies, trying to buy time for royal family.
Family were escaping by tunel in haste, when Peter suddenly stopped and pushed stone brick in wall. It resulted in closing a pathway behind them. Then they were going through tunnel into escape, which was in the forest not so far from capital city, Verden. They stopped and Peter looked at Angela by long stare. Angela showed fear in her face and said:"You can't be serious!" 
"I am.", said Peter with pause. "Take care of kids. We will meet again." 
Angela came to Peter to last long kiss, then just watched him to fade in the mist of forest. She looked the other way and run with Cloudy and Rose all night, just to get into shore, where was the secret boat for emergency escape. She looked at land she was about to leave with tears in her eyes. She loaded sleeping younglings into boat and pushed it on the water. 
When Cloudy woke up, he saw they are at the sea. He saw mother and asked her: "Mom? Where are we? And where is dad?"
Mom were looking at water, then said to Cloudy: "We are travelling into Old World for vacation. Dad is at home, caring for the Empire."
Cloudy sat and after while he said: "I had terrible nightmare. Mr.Hoofrise attacked us and Don saved us and then dad left us." 
Rose made a slight tear, which Cloudy couldn't see. After few seconds she said:"It's okay, sweatie, you are safe now. No more nightmares." She knew that the hardest thing will come, to be able to survive in the Old World, which was told to be horrible.

"So it wasn't empire family betraying Empire, as Hoofrise says. It was really him all along. What happened with royal family? Are they safe?"
"After battle of Verden, I can't say. They went through tunnel, but I know one thing. My oath was to come for them after 20 years. Their plan was the Old World. That is where I start looking. I heard from traders it is land as ours, full of friendship and harmony. They will be there. I know it. And I won't stop until royal family is safe and Verden Empire is whole again."
"And... you experienced it right? We all know you as 'Lionheart'. Can you say me, who you are?"
"..."
"I mean, you don't have to."
"I am the one who was there all along. I am the one who keeps Verden ideas in Nehola. I am the one who will save royal family once again!"

	