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		Description

Burst and his fellow Elements of Heroism have been enjoying some down-time after their victory over the Nightmare Forces. However, the life of a hero is never a dull one for long. New Elements of Heroism have begun to awaken. But that's not all that's stirring. New villains have begun to rise as well. Ones that share links with our heroes. And a new figure is watching the action unfold from the shadows.
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		Prologue



The remains of the Nightmare Forces' Fortress
Two lone, cloaked figures walked through the rubble of where the Nightmare Forces' Fortress once stood. "Blast!", the young man among the two cried out! "Someone beat me to defeating Night Terror!"
"Calm yourself my son.", the other, a woman said. "There will be other chances for you to prove yourself. But now, let us return home."
"Very well mother.", the young man said with a scowl as he and his mother vanished through a portal back to Equestria. There will be another chance for glory and fame soon enough. A chance to be like my father.
Ponyville
Burst Stream had trouble sleeping that night. "Nnggggh.", he groaned as he ventured to the bathroom and ran the sink. He splashed his face with cool water in the hopes it would get him to sleep faster. He then noticed his upper arm glowing. The light seemed to be coming from what looked like a crest similar to Blue-Eyes. The monster spirit that had materialized from his Duelist Arms. Suddenly, the dragon spirit appeared before him. "Blue-Eyes?!"
The dragon spirit nodded. "You have done well to assemble your team Burst. But more heroes remain to be awakened."
"So...how do I find them?", Burst asked.
"They will come to you. As all the others have before. When all ten of you gather, your team shall be complete." And with those words, the spirit of Blue-Eyes faded away. Burst was intrigued by the dragon spirit's words as he found himself drifting off to sleep.
"And here I thought our team was complete with six.", Burst said as he let out a yawn. "I guess...it takes a lot to be a hero." Burst fell asleep. Whatever lie ahead, he and his friends would face it when the time came. However, Burst's solitude was soon interrupted. A dark blue mist slithered through the crack under his door, and a spirit materialized from it. Nightmare Moon's spirit looked down at Burst.
"Hard to believe so much has happened since I saw you last.", Nightmare said as she looked down at Burst while he slept. "So much power is within you. Yet you look so peaceful. Those dragon wings suit you like this." Nightmare smiled down at Burst, and reached out to touch him. Only for her hand to phase through. "Such a shame that I must keep you waiting. I look forward to when we shall meet again Burst Stream. Until then..." Nightmare kissed Burst's forehead despite not being able to actually perform the action. "Sweet dreams." Nightmare resumed her mist form and exiting Burst's house and returning to the Castle of the Two Sisters and resuming her spirit form. She then gazed at the moon. "I really should thank you for what you've done for me."

	
		Episode 1: Conquer the Chaos Part 1



Burst let out a yawn as he stretched his arms and got out of bed to greet the day. However, things were a bit odd around Ponyville that morning. More so than usually when Burst opened his window to find pink clouds. "Okay. That's odd. Even for Ponyville..." Burst flew out the window and grabbed a chunk of the cloud. He then tasted a bit. "Cotton candy?" Burst then looked around to see if there was anything else weird going on. The clouds were going all over the place. "This is too weird..." Burst flew back inside and got dressed. " Time to see what other kinds of chaos is going on." Burst was soon decked out in his signature outfit, and flew around Ponyville. He saw Applejack's corn get turned to popcorn, chocolate milk was raining from the cotton candy clouds he'd seen earlier, and some of the animals had weird or distorted limbs! "What the heck's going on?" Burst then saw Inferno and Steel flying up to him. "Have you guys taken a look around?"
Steel nodded. "Yeah. But whatever's happening, I can feel something bigger's on the way."
"What do you mean Steel?", Inferno asked.
"Ever since I got my Duelist Arms, I've been able to pick up on things that aren't so orderly. In specific, I've gained the ability to sense chaos. And right now, Ponyville's got plenty of it. But whatever's happening, the source is definitely capable of much more than what we're seeing.", Steel answered. The group then saw Twilight try a spell on the area, but it had no effect! Ace, Tyrannus, and Ice had just arrived on the scene. The girls managed to contain the clouds, and Spike soon belched out a letter from Princess Celestia.
"Twilight? What's the letter say?", Burst asked.
"Princess Celestia says it's about all the weird things that are going on today.", Twilight answered. "She wants me, the girls, and you guys to come to Canterlot at once."
"Hold on a minute." Burst and the guys summoned their Duelist Arms. "Now we're good. Let's go!" The group soon arrived in Canterlot, and found Celestia waiting for them. "We're here."
"Princess, what's with the weather? What's with the animals acting weird? Why isn't my magic working?", Twilight asked.
Celestia raised her hand for silence. "Follow me." Celestia led the group down a hall of stained glass windows. "I've called you here for a matter of great importance. It seems an old foe of mine, someone I thought I had defeated long ago, has returned. His name is Discord. Discord is mischievous spirit of disharmony. Before my sister and I stood up to him, he ruled Equestria in an eternal state of unrest and unhappiness. Luna and I saw how miserable life was for magi, earthbounds, and skyborn alike. So after discovering the Elements of Harmony, we combined our powers and rose up against him! Turning him to stone!" I thought the spell we cast would keep him contained forever. But since Luna and I are no longer connected to the elements, the spell has been broken."
"No longer connected?", Twilight asked.
Celestia motioned to a set of gigantic doors. "This is Canterlot Tower. Where the Elements of Harmony are stored inside since you rediscovered them. I need you to wield the Elements of Harmony once again and stop Discord! Before he thrusts all of Equestria into eternal chaos!"
"But...why us?", Twilight asked. Pinkie went over to a window that showed the Mane 6 using the elements to free Princess Luna. Oddly enough, Burst was seen there too.
"You six showed the full potential of the elements. By harnessing the magic of your friendship to beat a mighty foe." Celestia then looked to Twilight. "Although Luna and I once wielded the elements, it is you who now control their power. And it is you who must defeat Discord!"
"They're not going it alone!", Burst mentioned. "Me and the guys are with you all the way Twi." Twilight smiled and was about to accept when Pinkie pointed out that chocolate rain came with the mentioned eternal chaos.
"Don't listen to her princess.", Twilight said with a small smile. "We'd be honored to use the Elements of Harmony again."
Celestia opened the doors to the tower, and a case was revealed! Celestia levitated it over with her magic, and opened it up. "Have no fear my subjects. I have total confidence that you'll be able to defeat Discord with these..." When Celestia opened the box, it was empty! Everyone gasped at the sight of the empty chest!
"The elements...they're gone!", Twilight exclaimed!
"That chamber is protected by a powerful spell that only I can break!", Celestia said in shock! "This doesn't make sense..." Soon, laughter was heard coming from all around them! Burst and the guys drew their weapons and got into defensive stances!
"Make sense? Oh, what fun is there in making sense?", a voice called out.
Celestia narrowed her eyes. "Discord! Show yourself!"
Discord just laughed as his voice echoed through the room. "Did you miss me Celestia?", Discord asked. Suddenly, the image of Discord on the stained glass window came to life! "I've missed you." Discord slithered throught he windows. "It's quite lovely being in stone. But you wouldn't know that would you because I don't turn people into stone."
"Enough!", Celestia snapped. "What have you done with the Elements of Harmony?!"
"Oh, I just borrowed them for a teensy little while.", Discord said with a shrug.
"You'll never get away with this Discord.", Celestia said defiantly.
"Oh I'd forgotten how grim you can be Celestia.", Discord said with a roll of his eyes as he moved on to another window. "It's really quite boring."
"HEY! Nobody insults the princess!", Rainbow Dash snapped! Rainbow Dash flew at the window Discord was occupying, but he snapped his fingers and vanished leading to her flying into it! He then reappeared.
"Oh, you must be Rainbow Dash.", Discord said with a smirk. "Famed for her loyalty. The Element of Harmony you represent."
"That's right! I'll always be loyal to the princess!"
"We'll see about that..." Discord continually moved from window to window. "The beautiful Rarity representing the Element of Generosity if I'm not mistaken."
"So ya know who we are. Big deal.", Applejack interjected.
"Oh, I know much more than that honest Applejack.", Discord said with a smirk.
"You seem to know our strengths too.", Twilight noted.
"Yes, Twilight Sparkle. And yours is the most powerful of the elements. Magic. Fluttershy's is Kindness and Pinkie Pie's is a personal favorite of mine. Laughter." Discord let out a chuckle.
"So you know them.", Burst said with a slow clap. "But I bet you don't know anything about me." The girls gasped at how cocky Burst was acting against Discord. "What do you know about me?"
"Oh, I know abou-" Discord closed his eyes, but paused when he heard the new voice. He then teleported to a window to examine Burst. "Well now! This is interesting! A male avatar! And one of the dragon lineage no less by the looks of your wings. I had wondered why you and those other five guys tagged-along with the Elements of Harmony."
"I mostly came because my girlfriend called for me.", Burst answered with a small smile.
"Really?" Discord glanced over the Mane 6. "So which of them is the lucky girl?"
Burst smirked. "You could say she left you stone cold."
Discord's eyes went wide after piecing things together. "Wait. YOU? With HER?"
Burst nodded. "I came all this way because she called for me. And now that I've seen you, I'm not going to waste time on you."
"Excuse me?", Discord asked with a frown.
Burst sighed. "Look dude. You seem like a cool villain to fight. And I can respect you enjoying yourself. But if you're not gonna take this seriously, I don't see any reason to treat you as a menace or even tell you my name. Plus, you don't seem to be taking me and my friends seriously either. C'mon man! You're not even here in person!"
Discord was getting angry. "So you want to get personal do you?" Discord snapped his fingers, and appeared before the group! His body was mostly human save for the dragon's tail, and the mismatched wings and horns on his head. His hair was mostly black with a white section in the middle. He had grey skin, and yellow was in place of the whites of his eyes and he had red irises. His suit was also a mix of different parts. "How's this for showing my fa-!?!" Discord was cut off when Burst slugged him right in his face! Discord was down for a few moments before slowly getting to his feet. "You hit me...You hit me! Celestia never hit me!"
Burst cracked his knuckles. "I'm not Celestia.", he said in a grave tone. "The name's Burst Stream. And since you finally decided to show your face, I guess my friends and I won't mind taking you down now." 
Discord smirked. "So you and your little band represent elements of a hero. So which one are you?"
"Power.", Burst answered flatly.
"In that case...more to you!" Discord fired a stream of chaos energy that sent Burst flying into a wall! Celestia ran to Burst's side! Discord huffed as he returned to the windows seeing Burst get back up. "I'll tell you what I did with the elements, but I'll only tell you my way. To retreive your elements, just make sense of this chain of events. Twists and turns are my master plan. Then find the elements back where you began." And with that Discord vanished. Twilight and the others got to guessing while Celestia set to work healing Burst.
"I'll be fine Celestia.", Burst said with a small smile. "Dragon scales are impervious to magic. Ngh! Thought that doesn't mean the force didn't shock me a bit." Suddenly, Burst felt something go off inside of him. "I think I'm good now." In the meantime, Ace was also contemplating Discord's riddle. The girls soon came to a conclusion.
"Twists and turns...that's it!", Twilight exclaimed! "I bet Discord hid the Elements in the castle labyrinth!"
"Then lets move.", Burst said with a nod. As everyone headed to the labyrinth, Burst was stopped by Celestia.
"There you go again. Facing off against a foe you don't know you can beat.", Celestia said with a small smile. She then pulled Burst into a tight hug. "Please. Come back safe."
Burst returned the hug. "I promise." Burst soon joined the others at the labyrinth. "Everyone ready Twilight?"
Twilight nodded. "As long as we work together, everything's going to be okay! And with all our abilities, this should be easy!"
"Time for me to do a quick fly-by!", Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as she took to the air! But a second later, her wings vanished and she fell to the ground! "My wings!" The others soon noticed they were stripped of any wings or magic they had! The guys noticed that their Duelist Arms had also been taken!
"Looks like Discord's been ready for us.", Burst said with a frown. Soon, a faint light came into view, and Discord materialized!
"You should see the looks on your faces! Priceless!", Discord said with a chuckle.
"Give us our wings and magic back!", Twilight demanded!
"You'll get them back in due time. I simply took them away to ensure there was no cheating.", Discord said with a smirk.
"Funny. You don't look like the type to play by the rules.", Steel shot back. "Who's to say you're not cheating by taking away our abilities?"
Discord frowned before continuing. "You see, this is the first rule of our game. No flying, and no magic."
"No problem.", Burst said with a determined gaze. "So what're the othe rules? We might as well know how to play the game."
Discord had a small smile on his face. "You're not one to quit. Are you? This is going to be more fun than I thought. The second rule is everybody has to play, or the game is over. And I win. Good luck everyone!" And with that, Discord disappeared in a flash of light! Leaving the group to his game.
"Okay guys. Let's split up into twos.", Burst suggested. "Ty? You go with Fluttershy. Ace, you'll pair up with Pinkie. Ice. You're with Applejack. Steel and Rainbow Dash? You're together. That leaves Inferno with Rarity and me with Twilight."
"Um, Burst? Wouldn't we stand a better chance of going as a whole team?", Twilight suggested.
"Twilight. Rainbow Dash tempted fate from trying to fly over the labyrinth. Who's to say Discord wouldn't seperate us if we all went in as a group?", Burst countered. "Besides. We can cover more ground this way." Burst then noticed hedge walls pop up as soon as they entered! Seperating each of the teams of two! "I figured he'd do something like this Way to tempt fate."
"Listen up everyone! Stick with your partner!", Twilight called out! "Head to the middle as fast as you can! We'll regroup there!" And with that, the groups went along their paths through the labyrinth. Applejack and Ice were running through their path until Applejack noticed a trio of apples that came out of nowhere.
"Weird." Ice looked around. "There's not an apple tree in sight.", Ice noted.
Applejack then noticed the apples roll by themselves. "What in tarnation?" The two followed the apples and found what looked like an orchard! "Where are we?" The two were stunned when apples started falling from the trees, and forming weird beings. 
"All right. Who are you?!", Ice demanded.
One of the beings answered. "We are the keepers of the Grove of Truth."
"You may ask us one question of past, future, or present.", another answered.
"But be warned that the truth may not always be pleasant.", the last one finished.
Ice narrowed his eyes. "I think we've heard enough Applejack. No point in staying here."
"Ah don't trust this place fer a second Ice. But Ah've got a real bad feeling about this feller Discord.", Applejack noted. "This might tell us something." Applejack went over to the pond close by and Ice followed. A vision materialized, and Ice narrowed his eyes as he saw it play out. "Our friendship...over? It can't be the truth. It just can't!"
"Applejack snap out of it!", Ice cried out! "So what if it's the future? That's only what might be! Not what will happen!"
"Even so..Ah'm willing to do what it takes ta make sure it doesn't happen!", Applejack protested.
The 'spirits' then spoke to Applejack and blocked her off from Ice! "When the truth makes your heart ache, sometimes a lie is easier to take." Applejack's eyes went swirly for a second before she seemed to lose her color. Ice was shocked at what had happened!
"Applejack? Did something happen to you?", Ice asked.
"Nope! Ah'm fine.", Applejack said with a shifty look in her eyes.
Ice could hear faint laughter. "Yeah...right." The hedge wall keeping them in soon opened, and Twilight and Burst came in.
"Thank goodness!", Twilight said with a sigh of relief. As she went to her friend, Ice went over to Burst.
"Burst?", Ice whispered.
"What's up Ice?", Burst asked.
"I've got the feeling this was all a big trap! Just a few seconds ago Applejack was normal. But now? She just lied to my face after I saw her turn grey!"
Burst narrowed his eyes. "In other words, we just played right into his hands!" Burst clenched his fist, and chaotic energy briefly crackled around it! However, it soon faded. "Then we've just gotta be careful." Burst then noticed Twilight shaking off Applejack lying to her, and sighed. "I can't believe we took Discord's riddle at face value!", Burst silently fumed. "But if we leave now, he still wins. So I guess we'd better keep moving." The group continued on their way. At the same time, Pinkie was bouncing along her way with Ace following closely. They came to an area full of balloons, and laughter soon surrounded the air. The next thing Ace knew, Pinkie's color looked muted and she had a scowl on her face!
"Uh...you alright Pinkie?", Ace asked.
"DO I LOOK ALRIGHT TO YOU?! WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THAT?!", Pinkie snapped! Ace recoiled at Pinkie's response!
Ace was about to counter when he noticed the group enter their area. "Guys? Weird things are going on here."
Burst shot a look at Pinkie before responding. "Tell me about it." Burst then noticed Pinkie snap at Twilight. "Okay. That confirms it. This is a trap. But if we walk out now, that means Discord wins."
"But if we don't, then we're still playing right into his hands!", Ace noted.
Ice clenched his fist in anger! "That creep! He rigged this from the start!" 
Twilight noticed the guys complaining, and went over. "Guys? Is the stress getting to you too?"
Burst shook his head. "No Twilight. But we'd better find the others." Burst felt another surge of something within him. "And fast..." 
Meanwhile, Rarity was strolling along with Inferno when she hit a wall. Discord smiled as he used his magic to get her to peek at soemthing. Inferno saw Rarity manage to hold off her desire. But she soon caved in and ran towards the direction of the light! "Rarity no!" Inferno grabbed onto her and tried to restrain her! "It's a trap!" However, he couldn't contain her forever, and she ended up digging away at a rock wall to reveal a bigger rock. But thanks to Discord's spell, it looked like a giant diamond to her. What made Inferno's spirit sink was that she began to fawn over it. More so than him. "...This can't be real..." Inferno  then noticed the rest of the group come their way after the rock wall collapsed. He then went over to Burst after he noticed the states of Pinkie and Applejack. "So you guys saw what's happening to the girls too?" Inferno noted Rarity's now greedy nature as she snapped at anyone that tried to take her 'diamond'. "Some heroes we are. We're letting our friends get...discorded..left and right!"
"And to top it all off, this is all just a game to him.", Burst said with a scowl. "One he's rigged so that he wins. But now we've got no choice but to keep playing." The group then moved on, but things only got worse. Tyrannus was with Fluttershy, and was carrying her on his back.
"Still a bit scared?", Tyrannus asked.
Fluttershy shook her head. "I feel safe with you Ty." Fluttershy then noticed a few butterflies fly by them. But while Fluttershy was in awe, Tyrannus's instincts were in full gear. There was danger in the air. And he could smell it coming from those insects. "Oh! Maybe I can get them to tell us where the others are!" Fluttershy leaped off of Tyrannus's back and ran in the same direction as the butterflies! Tyrannus immediately gave chase, and found the butterflies speaking to her. Acting on instinct, he instantly tried squishing one between his hands! Fluttershy had no idea, and was only horrified to see the disguised Discord fall to the ground. However, Discord smirked when Fluttershy picked him up.
"If he shows no kindness to others, why bother showing any to him?", the disguised Discord said with a smirk. Fluttershy's color soon muted, and she gazed angrily at Tyrannus.
"You know? I don't know what I saw in a beast like you anyway.", Fluttershy said with a cruel smile. Tyrannus's heart sank.
"You...you don't mean that. You can't...", Tyrannus said with a tremble in his voice. He then noticed the group show up. "This isn't real..", he said as the guys rushed up to him. "It can't be..." Burst couldn't keep it in anymore. 
"Twilight?", Burst asked as he approached her.
"What is it Burst?", Twilight asked as she took note of her friends' odd behavior. "Something's up with my friends."
"Twilight, how could you be this stupid?!" 
Twilight was dumbfounded. "What are you talking about?!"
"Don't you get it? This was a trap! Discord rigged this so that he could pick off you and the other Elements of Harmony!"
Twilight glared at Burst! "No...no you're wrong! Discord's riddle said twists and turns! This HAS to be the place!"
"Are you serious?!", Burst shot back! "You're really taking the words of a chaos spirit at face value?! Maybe you need to accept the fact that sometimes the obvious choice is the wrong choice!"
"But if we leave now, Discord wins!", Twilight protested.
"I know.", Burst said with a sigh. Another surge of chaotic energy briefly flashed around him.  But Burst soon regained his composure. "Look. I'm sorry for snapping at you. But the fact is, Discord wins either way. Right now he's probably gotten to Rainbow Dash and Steel." Burst had no idea how right he was. Discord showed Rainbow Dash a vision of Cloudsdale crumbling. Steel tried to jump in, but Discord bound him in chains!
"Dash, don't do it!", Steel cried out! "If you leave, he wins!" Rainbow Dash couldn't hear Steel as she took back her wings and flew off! "No..." The whole labyrinth collapsed, and everyone soon found each other! Steel was soon freed from his chains and made his way to the guys. Discord then appeared before the group with a triumphant smirk.
"Well, well. Looks like somebody broke the no wings, no magic rule." Discord snapped his fingers, and everyone regained their abilities while the guys regained their Duelist Arms. Burst was furious! "Game's over everyone. You didn't find your precious elements! Looks we're due for a big old storm of chaos!" Discord was about to howl with laughter when a blast knocked him away!
"NEUTRON BLAST!", Burst screamed! As soon as the blast died out, Discord rose with a frown. Burst was seething with rage. "You. You treat everything like a little game to you. And you never once think about how much pain you cause or who you hurt!" An aura of chaotic energy flared up around Burst! "You want chaos Discord?!" The aura then exploded! "LET ME SHOW YOU JUST HOW CHAOTIC I CAN GET!" A blinding flash of light and darkness erupted around Burst! When the light faded, a silhouette could be seen through the cloud of smoke. Discord opened his eyes, and found the light of a blue visor staring furiously at him. When the dust cleared, Burst was standing in a suit of armor that looked like it was radiating chaotic energy! "You made a big mistake exposing me to that chaos energy back at the castle. Even if a being is chaotic, a calm heart can harness that chaos to bring about harmony!" Discord simply stared dumbfounded at the sight before him!
"So you figured out the secret to conquering chaos. Bravo, Burst.", Discord said with a smirk. "I'd love to fight, but I must be-" Discord was cut off as Burst once again slugged him in the face!
"NOW you can leave.", Burst said with a smirk under his helmet.
Discord blinked before smirking. "This day might just be fun after all..."
TO BE CONTINUED!

	
		Episode 2: Conquer the Chaos Part 2



	Everyone was silent as Burst and Discord stood across from each other. The air was thick with tension, and everyone was on edge. Twilight was the first one to find her voice. "Inferno? You said you and Burst can sense energy, right? So..."
"I know what you're gonna ask Twilight.", Inferno answered. "And the answer is this: monstrous. Both of them have monstrous amounts of power coursing through them. Defense means nothing in a fight like this. Sheer power alone is what's going to determine who wins, and who loses. And I suggest we get clear. NOW." Everyone got to a safe distance as the clash of chaotic powers started to brew. Discord snapped his fingers, and a meteor was sent hurtling at Burst! But Burst smashed the meteor to bits with his fist before teleporting and punching Discord in the gut! Burst followed up with a series of rapid punches all over DIscord's upper body! Discord teleported as soon as he could and kept teleporting all around Burst! But while he hoped this would cause Burst to panic, Burst stayed where he was and hit Discord in the face the second he tried to teleport behind him!
"AGHH!", Discord wailed in pain as he clutched his face! "What is it with you and punching my face?!"
Burst shrugged. "I don't know. Maybe it's the fact you insulted my girlfriend, and turned the girls into polar opposites of their personalities. I'd say that gives me plenty of reason." Burst then got into a fighting stance. "Besides. I've gotta test out my new powers on someone who can take it!" Burst them fired a blast of energy from his hands! Knocking Discord to the ground! "Gotta say. This chaos energy you hit me with sure packs a punch. Can't wait to find out what else it can do!" Burst flew at Discord! Discord's eyes widened, and he put up a shield! Burst then shattered the shield with his fist, and Discord was sent flying into the ground from the force of the punch! "Huh. Looks like this new power lets me smash through defenses. And the more you try to bunker down, the farther you're sent flying!" Burst then got an idea. "I wonder what else my new powers can upgrade?" Burst got into a stance, and began chanelling magic into his hands. The same aura of his magic now crackled with light and dark energy as he charged his attack! "CHAOS....NEUTRON...." Discord got to his feet and fired his own blast of energy! "...BLAAAAST!" Burst fired a neutron blast crackling with both light and dark energy! The two beams clashed, but Burst's overpowered Didcord's!  Once again, Discord landed in the crater where the labyrinth once stood! "Had enough yet?"
Discord emerged from the crater and dusted himself off. "You know? I think you just ruined my suit. Time for some payback!" Discord summoned a flurry of missles from out of nowhere and targeted Burst with all of them! Burst noticed the glowing blue sections on his suit's wings, and fired out streams of lasers from them! Wiping out all the missles! "Well. So much for a high score.", Discord said with a frown. He then rained lightning down upon Burst! But when the smoke cleared, there wasn't a scratch on him! "What?! But...but that doesn't make sense!"
Burst let out a chuckle. "You said it yourself Discord. Where's the fun in making sense?" Burst then teleported and kneed Discord in the stomach before crouching! "SHORYUKEN!" Burst launched an upper cut imbued with chaos energy right at Discord's head! Sending the lord of chaos flying into the air! Burst then teleported to where Discord was and brought his fists down! He kept hammering Discord by showing up and striking wherever he was sent flying! Burst then stopped his assault. "Y'know? I thought fighting you would be more epic. What a let down."
Discord frowned. "So you want an epic fight do you? Then let's party!" Discord flew at Burst and unleashed a storm of magic blasts! Burst dodged them as they came at him! But he was surprised when Discord showed up right in front of him. "Bang!" Discord made an explosion go off point blank on Burst! Burst started to fall, but almost instantly recovered. "Hmph. I should've figured you'd gain the durability of the dragon lineage as well. Just means I need to hit harder!" Discord then summoned a gigantic hammer from out of nowhere! He then brought it down on Burst! Burst was knocked to the ground by the force of the hit! "Having fun now?", Discord asked in a mocking tone.
Burst rose from the crater and dusted himself off. "I'd continue this fight. But I've got some questions for you that I need answers for. Your riddle. It wasn't about the labyrinth, was it?"
Discord smirked. "True. I never said the elements were in the labyrinth. It was priceless seeing Twilight get the wrong idea." Twilight's head sunk. "Since you don't seem to care about fighting me anymore, I've got chaos to spread!" And in a flash of light, Discord disappeared! Burst then walked over to his friends.
"Dude, you were awesome back there!", Inferno cheered.
"But why'd you end the fight?", Steel asked.
Burst sighed. "Even if I could beat Discord, it wouldn't imprison him. He'd still be able to wreak chaos across Equestria even if I defeated him here. But thanks to his riddle, I know where the elements are."
"WHAT?!", Twilight screamed as she ran over to Burst. "You mean you knew this whole time?!"
Burst nodded. "Think about it Twilight. Where did all of our adventures start? Where did you meet the girls?"
Twilight's eyes went wide with realization! "Ponyville! At my library!"
"Bingo.", Burst said as he snapped his fingers. "Gather everyone you can. I wanna try something." Twilight and the guys, with much struggle, gathered the whole group save for Rainbow Dash. "Stay close everyone! I've got no idea what'll happen next!" Burst snapped his fingers and the whole group was teleported into Twilight's library! "Man. Looks like this new power's got all kinds of mileage!"
Twilight nodded. "Burst? Do you mind if I scan you with my magic?" Burst shrugged. "Thanks." Twilight's hand glowed with the magenta aura of her magic. And when she read Burst's magic, she was knocked back! "This is crazy! The magic you've got is off the charts! It's like your body incorporated that chaos energy Discord zapped you with!"
Burst smiled under his helmet. "Now if only I could figure out how to use it without the armor." Burst then looked outside the window and saw the chaos that Ponyville had turned into. "Hmm. If Discord can create chaos with this magic, maybe I can undo it." Burst flew out, and focused his new powers on the clouds. He managed to make them fade away slightly, but ultimately it was of no use. "What was I thinking? Discord represents chaos itself. Just because I have the same type of magic now doesn't mean I've got the same extent of his abilities." Burst sat down to think, and Discord showed up! 
"Do you like what I've done with the place? Just picture it! Ponyville: The Chaos Capitol of the World!", Discord said with glee.
"You just keep giving me reasons to punch you in the face.", Burst muttered as he stared down Discord. "What do you want this time Discord?"
"Hear me out.", Discord said with a smirk. "Listen. You've gotten a power boost from the chaos energy I zapped you with. And to boot, you're an alicorn! So here's the deal: Team up with me, and Equestria is all ours! I'll be sure to save a nice little orderly spot for you and Celestia. So what do you say?" 
Burst took a deep breath and stood up. "Like I said..." Burst once again punched Discord in the face! Nearly knockin loose his snaggle tooth this time! "..You just keep giving me reasons to punch you. I'd never be able to look Celestia in the eye if I did something like that. I do have great power. And because I do, I've got a responsibility to look out for the people who don't. That's why I'm the Element of Power." Discord frowned and teleported away. Burst went inside the library to find all the girls save for Twilight going crazy! Not only were their colors muted, but they had turned completely grey! Inferno was struggling to get Rarity away from her gigantic rock, and the other girls were just plain making a mess of things! "Any luck Twi?"
"I got the book!" Twilight triumphantly raised The Elements of Harmony: A Reference Guide to the sky! Only for Fluttershy to start a game of keep-away with the book! Inferno had to keep Rarity from clawing at him when he got the book and tossed it as fast as he could in Twilight's direction! Tyrannus held down Fluttershy just in time so Twilight caught it! Twilight opened the book to find the elements inside! "The Elements!"
"Now you can defeat Discord and put everything back to normal!", Spike cheered.
"We did it! We found the elements together!" Twilight then looked at the uninterested faces of the girls. "None of you care do you?"
"No.", they all answered. Twilight frowned as she used her magic to put the elements on each of their respective bearers.
"Come on everyone! Let's go!" Twilight and the girls marched off to find Discord.
Burst sighed. "It's not gonna work. Discord's made the girls polar opposites of their elements."
"Burst? You've got chaos powers now, right?", Inferno asked. "Please..tell me there's some way to get the girls back to normal! I can't stand to see Rarity the way she is!"
"I'm sorry Inferno. I don't think I can.", Burst said sadly. "All the chaos energy did is boost my strength and magic. It doesn't let me pull off the same feats as Discord. All I can really do now is beat Discord in a fight. But even then, he'll still be able to roam freely. And I still can't take this armor off." Burst sighed. "I just hope Twilight doesn't lose hope." Back with the girls, Twilight had just assembled the elements.
Discord smirked down at the girls. "Well, well, well. I see you've found the Elements of Harmony How terrifying!", Discord mocked.
"Burst helped me figure out your lame riddle Discord!", Twilight spat. "You're in for it now!"
"I certainly am. You've clearly out-dueled me, and now it's time to meet my fate." Discord slipped on a pair of sunglasses, and stood with open arms. "I'm prepared to be defeated now ladies." Discord then put a bullseye on himself. "Fire when ready." Twilight and the girls got into formation, and activated the elements! But when it looked like the magic would be unleashed, the elements' glow died out!
"What's going on?" Twilight asked. The girls then started discarding their elements.
"Bravo people! Bravo!", Discord said with a slow clap. "Harmony in Equestria is officially dead. Discord rules, Celestia drools." Discord let out a triumphant laugh as he strolled about. Twilight's friends then left her.
"Fine! With friends like you who needs..enemies." Twilight hung her head in sorrow as she turned grey like all her friends. She then returned to the library. On her way, Discord showed up to rub things in her face. And he took great joy in seeing Twilight give it all up. Burst and the guys were sitting around the library when Twilight returned. "Pack your things Spike. We're leaving." Spike just lay on the floor cradling his stomach.. A mess of scrolls were everywhere. "And don't ask where we're going because...I don't know yet. Just not here."
"So that's it Twilight?", Burst asked as he entered her room. "This isn't like you." Burst then looked to Spike. "Aren't you even going to read your mail? Spike's stomach's been crazy from all the letters Princess Celestia's sent you." Spike then belched up another letter. 
"Make it stop!", Spike wailed.
Burst took one of the letters, and handed it to Twilight. "I think you'll find what you need in them." Twilight looked over the huge pile of letters that had bee flooding in.
"These are all the letters I wrote to the princess since I've lived in Ponyville.", Twilight said as she opened the letter Burst had given her. "But why would she send them back?" Twilight then began to read each of the letters. Burst looked on, and smiled as he saw Twilight's color return to her. "It's all so clear!" 
Burst smiled under his helmet and put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "Discord tried to distract you all from what's important. I noticed that since the labyrinth. He knows how strong your friendships are, and he tried to keep you from seeing it. Equestria's future DOES depend on you having friends Twilight. And you've made some of the best friends possible. I'm honored to be among them. Now that you know what's important, all you've gotta do is remind the other girls. But you won't be facing Discord alone." Burst led Twilight to the guys. "Discord split us up last time. I'd like to see how he can handle two sets of elements working together! Let's fight for our friendships!" The guys cheered! "We're behind you every step of the way Twilight!"
Twilight smiled. "Thank you. All of you. It's fitting you're called the Elements of Heroism. Let's go!" Twilight and the guys then set about finding their friends. Their first stop was Sweet Apple Acres. Twilight tackled Applejack to the ground! "This isn't you! You're not a liar!" Twilight's hand glowed with her magic, and she put it to Applejack's head. Memories about her true nature and her friendship with the girls began to flow into her. Color returned to Applejack's body.
"Wh-what happened?" Applejack asked. "Twilight! Ah saw a vision of us feudin' and fightin'. Ah couldn't face the truth so, I started tellin' lies. Can ya ever forgive me?" 
Twilight smiled. "I already have."
Applejack smiled and looked at Ice. "Ice? Ah'm sorry fer not going with yer advice to leave."
"I can't blame you for that." Ice said with a shrug. "With my track record, I really can't blame you." The group then made their way to Fluttershy and restored her memory as well. Fluttersh gasped in horror and flew over to Tyrannus! Hugging him tightly!
"Ty! I'm so, so sorry I acted so mean!" Fluttershy sobbed.
Tyrannus smiled. "Easy there Fluttershy. I know that wasn't the real you. All that matters is you're back to your old self." The two shared a hug before moving on to Rarity. Rarity rolled the gigantic rock she'd been lugging around out of her boutique, and looked to Inferno.
"Darling. I'm dreadfully sorry." Rarity said with a sad look on her face.
"Hey. I'm sorry too." Inferno said with a small smile. "I should've just smashed that rock the second you started calling it a name."
Rarity blushed before regaining her composure. "Let us never speak of this again." The group then moved on to Pinkie Pie, and she was soon back to her old, cheerful self. They then looked for Rainbow Dash, but she wasn't at her cloud house. They soon found her resting on a cloud.
"Hey guys.", Rainbow Dash called out absentmindedly.
"We've been looking everywhere for you!", Twilight called out.
Rainbow Dash waved. "That's nice."
"Dash, Discord's still on the loose!", Steel cried out! "We need you to help us beat him!"
"Have you guys seen Ponyville? It's a disaster! I'm staying here in Cloudsdale where everything's awesome!"
Steel took a deep breath. "Twilight? Leave this to me." Steel flew up to Rainbow Dash and hovered in the air in front of her. "Sure is awesome up here, right?"
Rainbow Dash smiled. "Heck yeah! Nothing's goin' wrong, and Discord's out of sight!"
"So you don't think he's coming up here?", Steel asked. "Could you imagine if he did? People would be flying away in terror! Everyone would lose the place they call home!" Steel then looked at Rainbow Dash. "And it'll be all your fault."
Rainbow Dash jolted up! "What?! What're you talking about?!"
"The Elements of Harmony prepared to make their last stand against Discord. Everything seemed to be going well. But sadly, one was missing.", Steel said with a mocking tone. "Someone who decided she should just stay because it wasn't worth it, letting Discord ruin all of Equestria. His first stop being Cloudsdale. All because of you." Steel pointed at Rainbow Dash. "Because you decided it wasn't your problem. Cloudsdale would fall apart all because of you." Rainbow Dash's eyes went wide with horror. "But..there IS a way to avoic that."
"Really? What is it?! Name it!"
Steel smiled. "Aj! Rope her!" Applejack tossed a rope around Rainbow Dash, and brought her to the ground while Twilight cast the memory spell! "Welcome back Rainbow Dash."
"Man...I feel so low for ditching everyone.", Rainbow Dash groaned.
"What matters is you learn from your mistakes.", Steel said with a smile. "Now let's go beat Discord!"
"Before we do that, I'd like to say a few words." Burst said. "Is that alright with you Twilight?"
Twilight nodded. "Go ahead Burst. You've been with me every step of the way."
Burst smiled under his helmet before addressing the group. "Well everyone. Here we stand. Our final battle against Discord. A foe who puts Night Terror to shame with his strength. But that doesn't matter! What does matter is that today, we stand tall in the face of evil! Today, we fight for all that we love! Today we ride the storm that rages in front of us! Today we show Discord how strong we are together! TODAY WE'RE CONQUERING THE CHAOS!" Burst raised his fist in the air in triumph! "HEROES TO THE CORE!" The others raised their fists as well.
"HEROES TO THE CORE!"
The group made thier way to Discord's throne at the center of town. Discord laughed at the chaos that surrounded him! "Chaos is a wonderful, wonderful thing!" Discord smugly drank his chocolate milk.
"Not as wonderful as friendship!" Burst and Twilight said together.
"Ugh! This again?" Discord asked with an unamused look on his face.
"Oh it's more than that." Burst said as he stepped forward. "I still owe you round 2. But this time? I've got my friends by me!" The other Elements of Heroism stepped forward and readied their Duelist Arms! "Six heroes against one chaos spirit. Sound fair?"
Discord smirked. "For you." He then summoned out a flurry of lasers! The guys scattered, and each attacked Discord separately! Ace slahed at Discord with his sword, but Discord countered with a wall he summoned! He then fired a barrage of fireworks that Ace blocked with his shield! Inferno managed to get in a hit with his blaster on Discord's rear! "HOOOT!" Discord had to blow on his tail to stop the flames! Leaving him vulnerable to attacks from Ice and Steel! Ice fired a power force shot while Steel let loose a beam of energy from his blade! Discord didn't suffer any major damage, but he was certainly annoyed now! "Looks like I'll have to step things up!" Discord summoned a ball of light that began to glow ominously! Suddenly, lasers, flames, lightning, and rockets shot out frome the light! They went everywhere! "AH HAHAHA HAHHAHAHHAHAHAHA! Good luck trying to hit me now!" Burst and the guys dodged like crazy! But for every evasion they made, another attack was waiting for them! Most of the guys were knocked to the ground! Burst decided now would be as good a time as any to try a new move! Burst began to channel chaos energy into his fist as he dodged! Some missles hit him, but he didn't let that stop him! Once the energy reached its peak, Burst flew right at Discord! Discord directed every attack he could at Burst! Lasers, missles, flames, lightning, and magic! But despite the storm of attacks raging against him, Burst kept on course! 
"CHAOS BURST KNUCKLE!" Burst screamed as his fist made contact with Discord's body! A powerful explosion rocked the battlefield! When the dust cleared, Discord was on his knees! Twilight and the girls then powered up the Elements of Harmony and began to power them up! Discord's eyes went wide with horror, and he tried to unleash an attack on them! But Burst snuck up from behing and held him in place! The other Elements of Heroism also stumbled over and established a hold on Discord!
"Are all of you insane?!" Discord screamed! "Burst, you'd lose your new powers! You'd be weaker!"
"What makes you think I care?" Burst shot back. "Besides. I was getting sick of this suit anyway!"
"We know the risk of what's gonna happen!" Inferno added.
"But that's part of the job!" Steel continued!
"Putting the needs of other over our own!" Ace chimed in!
"And making sure we save as many people as we can!" Tyrannus called out!
"No matter the cost, or how dangerous!" Ice finished!
"THAT'S WHAT MAKES US HEROES!" The whole group cried out as the magic of friendship was unleashed! 
"NOOOOOOO!!" Discord screamed as he was turned to stone once again! His chaotic influence over Ponyville purified as he returned to being a statue! Everyone cheered, but froze when they saw Burst's armor cracking and shattering!
Burst stretched. "Man. Second time I've tanked a rainbow of friendship. Feels pretty refreshing." Burst smiled as he looked at what was once his armor. "But at least the armor's off now." Burst then noticed some of the armor shards hovering around his left arm. The shards joined together, and a new Duelist Arm was forged! It was an arm cannon that looked like the armor Burst had worn. "Think I'll call this one..the Chaos MAX Cannon!" Burst then tried to see if he had any lingering chaos abilities. "Hm. Looks like I can still break down barriers and shields. Other than that, I'm back to normal!" Burst then lifted Discord's statue. "Let's get back to Celestia. I think she'll be happy to see us!" The group returned to Canterlot, and were soon honored for their heroic actions.
"We are gathered here today to once again honor the heroism of these twelve friends." Celestia announced with a proud smile. "Who stood up to the villain Discord and saved Equestria from eternal chaos!" The whole crowd cheered! Celestia unveiled a new stained glass window that depicted the Elements of Harmony and Heroism defeating Discord! As soon as the ceremony ended, Burst spent some time with Celestia. "You know, I bet you looked handsome in that armor Rainbow Dash was going on about."
Burst smiled. "Yeah. But I wouldn't be able to do this if I kept it." Burst and Celestia shared a kiss as his friends looked on. Twilight had a look of slight shock while the others looked on with approval. Twilight and the girls then noticed six lights shoot towards them from the Elements of Harmony, and saw that they had gained their own weapons. Rarity had a steel fan, Applejack gained twin crossbolts that shot magic stun bolts, Pinkie got a razor yoyo, Fluttershy had a staff, Rainbow Dash got a boomerang that left a wind trail when thrown, and Twilight received a magician's rod with an ornament shaped like her cutie mark at the top.
"This. Is. So. COOL!" Rainbow Dash screamed! 
"Um, I don't suppose you and the guys could help us get some practice in?" Twilight asked Burst.
Burst smiled. "It'd be our pleasure."

	
		Episode 3: Moving In



Ace was snooring peacefully. He and Ice enjoyed Saturdays. No reason to wake up unless they got called in by the weather team. However, the brothers' slumber by a knocking on the door. Ace got out of his bed, and opened th door to find an unexpected surprise. "Shadow?!"
A male skyborn with navy blue skin and wings, yellow eyes, and black hair wearing white sneakers, black jeans, a tank top with a storm cloud on it, and a black beanie cap smiled. He also had some bags with him. "Hi bro! What's up?"
Ace was confused as to what his baby brother was doing here. "Um, not that it isn't good to see you, but why are you here?"
"Isn't it obivous? I want to join you, Ice and the other guys!" Shadow said with a grin. "I wanna be an Element of Heroism!"
Ice had just woken up from the couch and noticed Shadow at their doorstep. "Shadow? I hate to tell you this, but you can't want to be an Element of Heroism. It's something that chooses you.", Ice said with a sad smile. "All the same, you really plan on moving in with us?"
Shadow nodded. "Yup! You two left Cloudsdale, so I decided to do the same."
Ace and Ice sighed. "Take the extra guest room." the two said in unison.
"Cool!" Before Shadow went inside, he paused. "About me joining the team, can't you guys just have me trained by the others?"
"We'll look into it.", Ace said with a nod. Shadow was soon unpacked and settled in. "We've all got a day off today, so Burst has decided now would be a good time to get together after the defeat of Discord."
Shadow listened in awe. "You guys have seen a lot of action, huh?"
Ice grinned. "Shadow. You could make a book containing all the crazy adventures we've had!" The three soon met up with Burst and the other guys at the center of town. "Yo guys! Thought you might like to meet Ace and I's little brother!"
"Hey! I'm Shadow!" Shadow greeted. "I saw all of you back at the Best Young Fliers Competition."
"So what brings you here?" Burst asked with a smile.
Shadow beamed! "I wanna join your team!" Both Ace and Ice panicked and covered Shadow's mouth!
"Don't pay any mind to what he just said!" Ace and Ice cried!
Burst blinked. "I know you two are probably looking out for your brother, but he can join if he wants. He doesn't need to represent an element of being a hero to be a member."
"But...but he's got no experience fighting!" Ace noted.
"Plus, he doesn't have a weapon!" Ice added. "Can't train him to fight if he doesn't have a weapon!"
"I don't have weapons." Tyrannus mentioned. "And I'm doing fine as a team member."
"Just think of this as a chance to learn. We'll be off to help the girls train with their new weapons soon enough." Burst said with a smile. "So we've got a couple minutes to kill." Burst then looked to Shadow. "Try to land a hit on me." Shadow nodded as he ran at Burst with his fist ready! Shadow swung, but Burst rolled his head around the punch! Burst then grabbed Shadow by the arm and threw him to the ground over his shoulder! He then looked down to the groaning Shadow. "We've got a long way to go with you."
"I'll take that as a maybe..." Shadow groaned as Burst helped him up. "So, can I tag along to see you help out the Elements of Harmony?"
Burst nodded. "Just make sure to stay at a safe distance. Things are gonna get rough." The guys then headed to a field nearby Ponyville, and saw the girls were waiting for them. "All right. Each of us is going to pair up with one of you. Today we find out just how much you all need to learn about your new weapons. I'll help out Twilight. Inferno, you're with Rarity. Ace you'll be with Pinkie. Steel? I'm sure you're itching to help out Rainbow Dash. Tyrannus, you'll help out Fluttershy. That just leaves Ice with Applejack." Each pair split up and got to work testing out the new weapons. Burst came at Twilight with a series of shots from his blasters! Twilight channeled her magic through her magician's rod and put up a bubble shield! Burst then summoned his new Duelist Arm. The Chaos MAX Cannon. He then fired a shot from it that broke Twilight's shield and knocked her back! Burst then unequipped the cannon and charged with his sword! Twilight then focused her magic through the rod again, and fired a beam of magic at Burst! Burst tanked the hit in the stomach and was pushed back! Burst then plunged his sword into the ground to halt himself. Burst looked at the faint trails of smoke from the blast. "Good thing I got dragon scales from being part of the dragon lineage." Burst then smiled at Twilight. "Good job Twilight. Looks like your new magician's rod fits you well."
Twilight blushed a little. "Well I was hoping to become a great wizard like Starswirl, so I used to practice with a broom as a magician's staff. I guess all that practice payed off! Plus, now me and the girls can help out in any fights that happen down the road!" At the same time, Inferno was helping out Rarity. Rarity found that she could send shards of diamond flying out from her fan by slicing through the air! Inferno rolled out of the way to dodge the shards, but Rarity then threw her fan at him! Sparks flew as the fan struck Inferno's upper arm! Rarity then returned the fan to her as her hand lit up with the violet aura of her magic.
"Quite the graceful movements." Inferno said with a grin.
Rarity giggled. "Well, a lady has to have semblence of grace doesn't she?"
Steel and Rainbow Dash were duking it out pretty hard. Rainbow Dash used her boomerang to shoot out a mini tornado that sucked up Steel before she threw her her boomerang at him! Steel blocked with his shield! Sending the boomerang right back to Rainbow Dash's hands! "Not bad Dash. Now it's my turn." Steel launched a beam of chaos energy from his sword! Rainbow Dash's boomerang then circled around her creating a wind barrier that blocked the blast!
"Looks like my new weapon can give as good as it gets!" Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as Steel landed. The two fist-bumped before joining the others who had finished training. Tyrannus noticed Fluttershy was starting to get scared, so he opted not to fight her.
"I don't think your staff's meant to be used as a weapon." Tyrannus noted as he and Fluttershy examined the staff. "Let's just sit this one out." Fluttershy nodded in agreement and they joined the others. Meanwhile, Ice was using his claymore to block all of Applejack's stun bolts that were generated from her twin crossbows. Applejack ran towards Ice as she kept on firing, and kicked him in the side! Ice cringed as pain ripped into his side before he took a stun bolt to the face! Applejack panicked when she saw how hard she'd kicked Ice!
"Oh boy! Sorry about that sugarcube!" Applejack said in an apologetic tone. "Ah guess all those years of apple buckin' made me forgot to dial it down a bit!"
"It's cool..." Ice groaned. Fluttershy noticed a glow coming from her staff and walked over to Ice. She then put the staff to the area where Ice was kicked, and a green glow went off. Ice felt around the area, and smiled. "Looks like I'm all healed up. Seems your staff fits your personality." Fluttershy beamed at the compliment.
"Well, there's no better way to be kind than healing." Fluttershy said with a cute smile. Meanwhile with Ace and Pinkie, Ace was watching her do tricks with her yoyo. She then flung her yoyo so fast it looked like multiple ones were coming at Ace! Ace raised his shield to block the barrage! But Pinkie then showed up behind him and wrapped her yoyo around his sword before using it to try and yank it away. Unfortunately, Ace wound up dragging her swinging the sword in the opposite direction.
Pinkie giggled as she slid across the ground. "He he he! I guess I still gotta work on my tricks!"
"That should do it for today." Burst said with a nod. "Glad we could help you and the girls out Twilight."
"We're just glad we'll be able to get more involved in any future fights." Twilight said with a smile.
"Before we go, you've all met Shadow, Ace and Ice's baby brother, right?" Burst asked. The girls nodded. "He'll be living here with Ace and Ice now. It's be pretty rude not to make him feel welcome." Pinkie then gasped as she bolted for Sugar Cube Corner. "...Well I know where we're all headed next. Come on Shadow. You're in for quite the treat." The group headed for Sugar Cube Corner, and Shadow was met with a barrage of streamers and confetti! He then saw a banner that had his name on it saying 'Welcome to Ponyville'. "Now you're officially part of our home!" The group had fun chatting up a storm.
"So Shadow? What kind of job were you hoping for?" Ace asked.
Shadow scratched his chin in thought. "Well, I heard Nightmare Night was coming up. So, I've decided to open up Ponyville's first cosplay shop! It'll work really well for people who want to make cool costumes or get nicer versions of old costumes they've got lying around!"
Burst smiled. "I'd gladly be your first customer! There's a specific piece of a costume I'll be needing. I'll tell you tomorrow."
"And I'd be more than happy to supply you darling!" Rarity said with a smile.
Shadow beamed at the kindness he was shown. "Thank you all. For everything." Shadow went to bed happy that night. Everyone seems so nice. I hope I can get to know them more... And with that, Shadow fell asleep.
The next day...
"Pleasure doing business with you!" Shadow said with a smile as he waved goodbye to his first few customers. "Not a bad first day." Shadow looked at the clock and nodded. "Yup. Now seems as good a time to go on lunch break." Shadow grabbed his sandwich and headed outside to find a place to sit. He then noticed Twilight sitting alone. Talking to her reflection in the puddle. Shadow took note of the distressed look on her face. "Hey, Twilight? Are you okay?"
Twilight jolted to her feet! "Oh! Shadow, right? Don't mine me! It's nothing I can't handle!"
Shadow frowned. "I don't think so. You were talking to your reflection in a puddle. And look at yourself! Something's obviously getting you worked up." Shadow then sat down on the bench. "Here. Have a seat and talk. You'll feel better." Twilight sighed as she practically threw herself on the bench. "So, tell me what's bothering you."
"Well, I'm Princess Celestia's student." Twilight said with an exhausted look on her face. "And almost every week, I need to send her a friendship report detailing anything I've learned about friendship. But I haven't learned anything today and none of my friends have had any friendship problems!" Twilight then groaned! "How am I supposed to be the perfect personal student now?!"
Shadow sighed. "Twilight? Let me tell you a very important piece of advice." Twilight leaned in intently as Shadow prepared to tell her the advice. "Don't sweat the small stuff." Twilight's jaw dropped in shock!
"But...but I haven't learned anything about friendship today!"
"Then don't write about anything." Shadow said with a calm smile. "Look. The princess wants you to report any findings about friendship. Right?" Twilight nodded. "Well, that means she only wants you to write when you actually found something out. So if you haven't found out anything, there's no need to write." Shadow took a deep breath. "Listen Twilight. If you keep worrying about every little thing, you're never going to miss everything that's in front of you. It's good that you're dedicated, but the princess sent you here because there's more to life than studying. A lesson you've already learned by making such good friends."
Twilight slowly smiled. "Thanks. I needed that. And that being said, I probably shouldn't have gone OCD on the amount of cupcake frosting earlier." Twilight's eyes widened. "Wow. I really DO need to learn not to get stuck on details. See you Shadow." Shadow smiled as Twilight ran off. A navy blue aura surrounded him, and Burst showed up clapping his hands.
"Well done Shadow." Burst said with a smile. "You're officially part of our team now."
Shadow blinked. "So which element am I?"
"Due to how you showed concern for Twilight in her time of need, I'd say you're the Element of Compassion." Burst smiled once again. "Now try focusing on summoning your Duelist Arm." Shadow closed his eyes, and focused. Soon, a spear modeled after a celestial dragon appeared in his hands!
"It's beautiful.." Shadow said in awe. "So when can I start training with you guys?"
Burst chuckled. "As soon as you start hanging out with us. Come on. The other guys are waiting at the movies."

	
		Episode 4: Eclipsed Determination



Ponyville, A few hours before Nightmare Night
A young man smiled as he entered Ponyville. "Well, this is one of the few nights I can go about without hiding." he said as checked his backpack to make sure that his costume in it. "Yup. Gonna be a good Nightmare Night."  The young man darted behind a building and rapidly changed into his costume. Now all I gotta do is wait." He then noticed Shadow's cosplay shop. "Huh. Might as well see if they sell any weapon props." The young man made his way inside. Shadow noticed the door's bell chime.
"Hey there." Shadow said with a smile. "Getting in some last minute cosplay shopping?" Shadow then looked over the young man's appearance. He had medium grey skin, red-violet hair and eyes, and his costume was Inuyasha. "Not that you really need much for yours. Sweet Inuyasha costume! Those ears look real!" Shadow then noted the tail poking out from the back. "So is that tail a custom addition to it?"
The young man nodded happily. "Yup! Name's Fang by the way!"
"I'm Shadow. I own this store. Nice to meet you. So is there anything in specific you're looking for Fang?"
Fang nodded. "Just lookinng for a katana prop to use for the sword. Nothing too high-end."
"You'll want to check the weapons prop area then. It's a bit farther in the back." Shadow pointed to an area of the store loaded with fake guns, swords, and other various replicas of fictional weaponry. Fang walked over to the area, and found a perfect sword prop for his costume. He then brought it to the counter. "That'll be twenty-five bits." Fang grabbed his wallet out from his backpack, and put the bits on the counter. "Pleasure doing business with you. Enjoy the Nightmare Night Festival!" 
"Thanks!" Fang said with a smile as he walked off.
Shadow looked at the huge stash of bits his store had made. "I didn't think I'd get this much business so early in this town. Looks like there's a lot of people who want their costumes to look great." Shadow's thoughts then turned to Fang. "Huh. If that guy wasn't wearing a costume, I could've sworn that those ears and tail were real with how seamlessly they fit into the rest of the costume. Oh well." Shadow shrugged. "Time for me to get dressed up too!" Shadow soon changed into his Ryu costume. "I wonder if the other guys are dressing up too?" About an hour or so later, Nightmare Night was fully underway! Shadow had scoped out his friends. "Hey guys!" Shadow walked over to see his friends all in costume. Burst was dressed up as Dante from DMC 3, Inferno was dressed like Ken, Steel was dressed as Zack Fair from Final Fantasy 7, Tyrannus went as Kenshiro from Fist of the North Star, Ace was wearing a Link costume, and Ice was wearing a Natsu Dragneel costume. "Gotta say. You all picked out some pretty fitting costumes."
"Thanks!" Burst said with a smile. "The girls are dressing up too. Chances are, Twilight's costume is going to be Starswirl. Although, not a lot of people would recognize it." Burst chuckled at the thought. Soon the girls showed up, save for Fluttershy, but not in the costumes the guys were expecting. "Or...they could be showing up dressed Sailor Moon style."
Inferno let out a small whistle. "Wow. Good work on your costumes Rarity!"
"Why thank you darling." Rarity said with a loving smile. "Of course, you and the boys look quite marvelous in your costumes as well." Twilight had noticed Fang's costume, and went closer to inspect it.
"Wow." Twilight said in awe. "Those ears must've taken forever to make! The detail on them is so thorough!" Fang panicked when he thought Twilight would reach for his ears! But much to his relief, she then shifted her focus to his tail. "And this tail! I can't imagine how much you paid for it! Or the amount of time it took to make it yourself! It's nice to see someone else who appreciatees the art of costumes!"
Fang smiled happily and resisted the urge to wag his tail. "Nice to meet you too! I'm Night fang! But call me Fang please." He then looked over all the girls. "Never thought I'd be meeting the two teams of great heroes of Equestria in one night."
Burst let out a nervous chuckle. "Nice as that is to hear, I'd rather not get full of myself. Heck, Twilight and the girls are the real ones who saved Equestria."
"Don't go and say that Burst." Twilight said with a small smile. "You helped us fight off Nightmare Moon, and you and the guys helped fight Discord and held him long enough for us to get the Elements powered up." Fang just smiled as he pulled the two into a hug.
"I say you're both pretty great!" Fang said with a grin.
Burst let out a small laugh as he scratched one of Fang's ears. "Good boy." Twilight smiled kindly down at Fang, and scratched his other ear. It took everything within Fang to not wag his tail or nuzzle the two people he was hugging. "Well, no sense in just chatting. We've got a festival to enjoy! Plus, Zecora's about to tell the Legend of Nightmare Moon to the kids. Might as well see how they deal with her illusions." The group made their way over to the main stage. However, a new presence also entered Ponyville. Nightmare Moon's spirit looked all around the town. She noticed the many decorations put up for the festival. It couldn't help but remind her of when she and Luna were fused. 
I guess something good did come from my existence. Nightmare then looked to all the kids who were out in costume and happily trick-or-treating, and smiled to herself. I wonder how Luna would react if she knew something good came from us being fused. She then floated around to the group of children gathered around Zecora and a statue of her, and decided to listen in on the recounting of her legend. As Zecora told the children of her legend, Nightmare actually looked sad as it went on. Do they really think I eat people? Then again, it is hard not to look threatening when some of your teeth are fangs. She then giggled at the sight of all the children offering up their candy after the next illusion made a grab at them. However, she then noticed something. A presence. One she was quite familiar with. Luna?! To Nightmare's shock, Princess Luna soon arrived on a chariot pulled by two bat pegasi. Well. This ought to be interesting. At the same time, Burst, Twilight, and their friends saw Princess Luna land. Princess Luna was wearing a navy blue dress with silver trim along it, and a moon symbol after her cutie mark was at the center. Luna's physical appearance had changed since Burst had last seen her. Luna had dark blue skin, and her hair looked like the stars were siwrling within it as opposed to the rainbow of light that was Celestia's hair. She also wore silver high-heeled shoes and an obsidian crown and an obsidian necklace that had the symbol of her cutie mark as well.
"Well I'll be." Burst said with a smile. "So that's what Celestia meant when she said Luna was back to her old self."
Twilight smiled. "I didn't expect her to come around this year." However, Fang noticed that everybody else was a bit scared of Luna. He then followed Burst and Twilight to go greet Luna. He soon regretted it.
"CITIZENS OF PONYVILLE!" Luna shouted in the Royal Canterlot Voice! "WE HAVE GRACED YOUR TINY VILLAGE WITH OUR PRESENCE. SO THAT YOU MIGHT BEHOLD THE REAL PRINCESS OF THE NIGHT!" Fang clamped his hands over his ears while Burst and Twilight were cringing at the sheer volume! "THE CREATURE OF NIGHTMARES IS NO LONGER. BUT INSTEAD, A PERSON WHO DESIRES YOUR LOVE AND ADMIRATION! TOGETHER WE SHALL CHANGE THIS DREADFUL CELEBRATION INTO A BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS FEAST!"
Nightmare was watching Luna's introduction, and she immediately face-palmed. Celestia. PLEASE tell me you updated her on modern speech! I think she's made half the town deaf with how loud she is! No wonder she was called the Mistress of the Royal Canterlot Voice. And she's still using the royal we? She's certainly not making anyone think she's less scary than when we were fused. She then noted Pinkie's reaction to Luna's proclamation. ....ARE YOU KIDDING ME?! Nightmare once again face-palmed as she saw the people run in terror. Luna had also taken note of her blunder.
"What? No children, no!" Luna called out sadly. "You no longer have reason to fear us! Screams of delight is what your princess desires. Not screams of terror!" Luna's stomp for emphasis didn't do anything to ease the fears of the kids who were cowering because of her. Luna then turned to the mayor, and extended her hand. "Madam Mayor. Thy Princess of the Night hath arrived!" Luna then noticed that the mayor and her assistant were also quaking in terroer. "What is the matter with you?" Luna then looked to all the other citizens of Ponyville and noticed that each one she pointed to cowered in fear! Luna frowned. "Very well then! Be that way! We won't even bother with the traditional Royal Farewell!" Burst, Twilight, and Fang had finally recovered from Luna's royal voice.
"Agh!" Burst groaned. "I think I know why people are still scared of her..."
"Yeah...." Fang moaned. "That voice is loud enough to rattle a person's ear drums!" Fang had also noticed Luna's sadness. "Still. This is her first outing since she returned. Maybe she needs some help adjusting to modern Equestria."
Twilight nodded. "Then lets go talk to her. She needs help getting used to this new world. But first, since group cosplay with the girls is out, I'm changing into my other costume." In a flash of light, Twilight was in her Starswirl the Bearded costume. "There we go!" The three then went off to find Luna, and saw her sitting with a sad look on her face before the statue of Nightmare Moon. "Princess Luna? Hi. My name is-"
"Starswirl the Bearded. Commendable costume. Thou even got the bells right." Luna said flatly.
"Thank you!" Twilight said with an ecstatic smile! "Finally, someone who gets my costume! Uh, I just came to welcome you to our celebration. My actual name is-"
"Twilight Sparkle." Luna said sadly before resuming the Royal Canterlot Voice and hovered in the air with her wings. "IT WAS THOU WHO UNLEASHED THE POWERS OF HARMONY UPON US AND TOOK AWAY OUR DARK POWERS." Luna then looked to Burst. "AND BURST STREAM! IT DOES OUR HEART GOOD TO SEE YOU AGAIN! WE HAD HOPED TO PAY YOU A VISIT AND TRULY THANK YOU FOR YOUR AID IN FREEING US FROM THE VILE NIGHTMARE" Burst and Twilight winced as winds kicked up as Luna spoke!
"And...that was a good thing right?" Twilight asked.
"But of course." Luna then landed. "We could not be happier. Is that not clear?"
"Then why do you sound so serious? And why're you speaking so loudly?" Burst asked. 
"You make it sound like you're yelling at everyone." Fang noted. "It's kind of intimidating."
"But this is the traditional Canterlot Voice." Luna protested. "It is tradition to speak using the royal we." Luna then struck a regal pose. "AND TO USE THIS MUCH VOLUME WHEN ADDRESSING OUR SUBJECTS!"
Twilight, Burst, and Fang soon recovered from Luna speaking. "Oookay. I think that explains why your appearance was met with mixed results." Twilight said with a small smile. "I think if you just changed your approach a bit, you might be met with a warmer reception."
"CHANGE OUR APPROACH?"
Burst nodded. "Lower the volume?"
"Please?" Fang begged.
"Oh." Luna had a look of realization on her face. "We have been locked away for a thousand years. We are..not sure we can."
"Don't be silly!" Fang said with a grin as he walked up to Luna. "You just gotta give it time!" Luna smiled a little, and then pulled Fang into a tight hug! "Thank you...princess...but I need to breathe....!" Luna soon released Fang. "Thank you..." Twilight smiled and she led Burst, Fang, and Luna to Fluttershy's house.
"Now don't worry princess." Twilight said. "Fluttershy can give you some great pointers. She's delicate and demure with the sweetest little voice." Twilight knocked on Fluttershy's door to be met with Fluttershy screaming!
"Go away! No candy here! This year's not welcome on Nightmare Night!" Fluttershy shouted from the other side!
"Twilight? You DO know Fluttershy's terrified of Nightmare Night, right?" Burst asked.
Twilight blushed a little. "Ah heh heh! Fluttershy! It's me! Twilight!"
Fluttershy slowly opened the door. "It is you..." Fluttershy then noticed Burst and Fang. And she immediately glomped on Fang. "Oooh! You're so cute with those little ears! I could just snuggle you forever!" Fluttershy then affectionately nuzzled Fang!
"Get her off me!" Fang cried out! Burst soon pried off Fluttershy, and she then noticed Princess Luna.
"Oh, and Nightmare Moon." Flutterhsy then freaked out! "Nightmare Moon?! AAAHHHHHHH!" Fluttershy then rushed back to her cottage and slammed the door shut! Luna shot a disappointed look at Twilight.
"Ah heh! Wait right there!" Twilight said witha nervous smile. Twilight went inside Fluttershy's cottage, and struggled to get the shy pegasus outside. Fang, Burst, and Luna heard all the sounds of struggle.
"Do you think she'll be alright?" Fang asked Burst.
Burst shrugged. "If she doesn't immediately scream, I'd count that as a win." Twilight soon emerged from the cottage with Fluttershy in her grasp. And the timid skyborn was struggling to get back inside!
"Fluttershy...you remember Princess Luna?" Twilight said with some strain.
"CHARMED." Luna boomed. Fluttershy then screamed and bolted back inside! Both Burst and Fang face-palmed. Twilight then activated her magic, and pulled Fluttershy out of the cottage.
"...Likewise..." Fluttershy said with a fearful smile.
"TWILIGHT SPARKLE HAS SPOKEN OF THE SWEETNESS OF THY VOICE. WE ASK THOU TEACHEST US HOW TO SPEAK AS THOU SPEAKEST."
"Okay..." Fluttershy whimpered.
"SHALL OUR LESSONS BEGIN?" Luna asked.
Fluttershy quaked in place. "..okay..."
"SHALL ME MIMIC THINE VOICE?"
Once again, Fluttershy whimpered. "..okay..."
"HOW IS THIS?" Luna asked.
"Perfect! Lesson over!" Fluttershy bolted back to her cottage, but Twilight shut the door!
"A little quieter princess." Twilight said.
"HOW Is this?" Luna asked.
"Better!" Twilight beamed.
"Extremely." Fang said with a sigh of relief. "Next, we gotta get rid of her 'royal we' habit."
"How...about...now?" Luna asked.
Burst smiled. "It's perfect! See Luna? You're getting it!"
"And...how about now?"
"Yes." Twilight said with a nod. "Well done!" Luna then pulled Fluttershy into a hug with her magic.
"WE THANK THEE DEAR FLUTTERSHY! OUR NORMAL SPEAKING VOICE SHALL SURELY WIN US THE HEARTS OF THY FELLOW VILLAGERS!" However, the moment was soon ruined when Pinkie showed up with a bunch of kids.
"Twilight! You've gotta hide us!" Pinkie panicked! "Nightmare Moon is-!" Pinkie then froze when she saw Fluttershy dazed in Luna's arms. "She stole Fluttershy's life so she can't scream when she gobbles her up!" Pinkie and the kids took off screaming! 
"NAY CHILDREN! WAIT!" Luna then realized her error. "I mean..Nay children! Wait!" Luna reached out in desperation, but it was useless. However, this steeled Fang and Burst's resolve.
"Come on!" Fang suggested. "There's plenty of other people to meet! We can't call it quits now!" Burst and Twilight nodded.
"Time for Plan B!" Twilight said with a smile as she led the group back into town. But still, people cowered in Luna's presence.
"It is of no use friends." Luna said sadly. "They have never liked us. And they never shall." Fang frowned, and stepped in front of her.
"Don't say that!" Fang scolded. "Sure, you've been gone a while, but that doesn't mean they hate you! They just don't know you yet."
Burst smiled. "He's right. You remember what I told you when I first visited Celestia?"
A small smile graced Luna's face. "Yes. Just show them how nice we can be."
"My friend Applejack's one of the most likeable people around." Twilight said with a smile. "I'm sure she'll have some ideas!" The group soon approached Applejack, but she too jumped at Luna's presence. "Applejack? The princess is looking for some suggestions on how to fit in."
"Fit in?" Applejack asked. Twilight groaned. "Well, all ya gotta do is loosen up abit! Play a few games! Have some fun!"
"Fun?" Luna asked. "What is this 'fun' thou speakest of?" Luna then walked over to the games that were set up. "Praytell, what purpose do these serve?" A quaking girl nervously replied.
"T-try to land the sp-spiders...on the web!" 
Luna looked to the web, and picked up a spider in her hand, and threw it! It didn't reach its mark. "C'mon princess!" Fang cheered!
"You've got this Luna!" Burst chimed in! Luna grabbed another spider, and threw it! It hit the center of the web! Luna smiled
"Ha! Your princess enjoys this 'fun'! In what other ways may we experience it?" Applejack led the group to all the other activities. Luna launched a pumpkin from a catapult! "Ha ha! The fun has been doubled!"
"...I swear that's gonna be on a t-shirt." Burst said with a chuckle.
"Why don't ya try bobbin' fer apples princess?" Applejack suggested. "We've got the best apples in Equestria here!"
"I ask that thou call us...Luna fair Applejack." Luna said with a small smile. "Hear me villagers! All of you! Call me Luna!" Luna then noticed Pipsqueak fall into the tub of bobbing apples, and rushed in to get him! Unfortunately, Pinkie and her group of kids were also there. And once they saw Luna pulling Pip out, they freaked out once again! "Tis a lie! Thou art still whole ungrateful whelp!" Luna stomped her foot, and lightning cracked along the night sky! Burst and Fang then decided now woule be a good time to get Luna out. They scooped her up and took off! "Unhand me!" Luna protested!
"Trust me Luna! This is best for everyone!" Burst countered! However, Luna had other plans. She broke free of Burst and Fang, and used her magic to make a fake spider come to life! The whole crowd shrieked in terror as Luna did the same for the remaining fake spiders! "Oh no..." Burst sighed. "Maybe she should've made her visit in her child form." He then took note of the massive panic.
"Do not run away!" Luna cried out amidst the chaos! "As your princess, we command you!" However, this did nothing to quell the panic around her. "BE STILL!" The panic ceased as soon as Luna used the Royal Canterlot Voice!
"Princess, remember! Watch the screaming!" Twilight cautioned!
"NO TWILIGHT SPARKLE." Luna countered. "WE MUST USE THE TRADITIONAL ROYAL CANTERLOT VOICE FOR WHAT WE ARE ABOUT TO SAY! SINCE YOU CHOOSE TO FEAR YOUR PRINCESS RATHER THAN LOVE HER, AND DISHONOR HER WITH THIS INSULTING CELEBRATION, WE DECREE THAT NIGHMARE NIGHT SHALL BE CANCELLED! FOREVERRR!" All the kids in the crowd started cyring as soon as Luna finished her declaration. Burst was furious!
"AGH! Great! Just great!" Burst fumed! "So much for trying to help Luna!" Burst fell to the ground on his rear. "I helped save her, and I can't even get people to not be scared of her!"
Fang's eyes steeled with determination. "No. It's not over. Not yet! The night's still going on! And as long as there's moonlight, we've got a chance to make Luna be loved! " Twilight and Burst smiled and then noticed a Nightmare Moon stencil on the ground.
"If they want scary, we'll give it to them." Twilight said with a smile. The three tracked down Luna, and found her walking alone across a bridge with a sad look about her. "Princess?"
"Luna?" Burst asked.
"Leave me be. All of you." Luna said with a sob.
"Princess. I'm sorry it hasn't worked out how we wanted." Twilight began. "But you have to believe me when I tell you that Nightmare Night is one of the most popular celebrations we have!"
Luna glared at her. "Yes. I can tell by all the adoring shrieks of the children as they run away!" Twilight then got another idea. She set a candy trail, and led Pinkie to meet Luna. But it was soon ruined by Rainbow Dash's prank. Twilight then pinned Pinkie and told her that Luna had changed for the better.
"Well, duh!" Pinkie responded.
"WHAT?!" Burst, Twilight, and Fang said in unison.
"I know that." Pinkie said with a shrug."Sheesh Twilight!"
"So why do you keep running away and screaming?!" Twilight asked.
"Sometimes it's just really fun to be scared!" Pinkie answered.
"But didn't you see how much that hurt Luna?!" Burst fumed. Pinkie shrunk back a bit, and Burst sighed. "Look Pinkie. Luna doesn't know that being scared is part of the fun. So when you and the kids were running, she felt hurt by it." Pinkie then hung her head in shame. Burst then smiled. "But if you want scary fun..." Burst looked to Twilight and Luna. "...I think we've got an idea of how to do it..." As Luna and Twilight went off to enact the plan, Burst went to the kids. "Night's not over yet kids. We've still got plenty of candy to haul! Wouldn't want Nightmare Moon swooping down on you." The kids managed to smile and Burst led them on to the Nightmare Moon statue. Wait for it... As each of the kids left their candy offering, a sudden wind blew through!
"CITIZENS OF PONYVILLE! YOU WERE WISE TO BRING THIS CANDY TO ME! I AM PLEASED WITH YOUR OFFERING! SO PLEASED THAT I MAY JUST EAT IT INSTEAD OF YOU!" An illusion of Nightmare Moon was then present, and everyone screamed and ran off! Luna then returned to her regular form and spit out the fake set of fangs. "I am not certain that did what you meant for it to do Twilight Sparkle and Burst Stream." Twilight and Fang approached Luna.
Fang cracked a smile. "Wait for it..."
"For what? For them to scream some more?" Luna asked. She then felt someone tugging on her dress, and found Pipsqueak.
"Um, Princess Luna? I know there's not gonna be anymore Nightmare Night, but do you suppose maybe you could come back next year and scare us again anyway?" Pip asked. Luna was awed at the sight of a bunch of boys and girls gathered in the bushes.
"Child...are thou saying that thou...likest me to scare you?" Luna asked.
"It's really fun! Scary. But fun!" Pip cheered! "Nightmare Night is my favorite night of the year!"
"Well then, we shall have to bring NIGHTMARE NIGHT BACK!" Luna cheered!
"You're my favorite princess ever!" Pip cheered as he gave Luna a quick hug! Luna was stunned. Burst smiled down at Fang.
"You know Fang? You didn't give up once tonight." Burst said proudly.
Fang grinned. "I've got a whole lot of determination!" A red-violet aura surrounded Fang! "Whoa! What is this?"
Burst smiled. "You've awakened as an Element of Heroism. Same as me. You're the Element of Determination. Plus, nice cover with the ears and tail." Fang was stunned. "C'mon dude. I could feel you resisting the urge to aske Fluttershy for a belly rub." Fang let out a sigh. "So why DID you hide your ears and tail?"
"Because of girls like Fluttershy." Fang answered. "I'll head back into town. See ya Burst!" Fang scampered off, and found himself back in Ponyville. However, his senses picked up on something new. Fang followed the source, and found it to be a boy roughly the age of the CMC. In a very convincing changeling costume. "So you're not the only one hidden in plain sight, huh?" The changeling nymph froze. "Relax. I know you're not here to make trouble." Fang said with a kind smile.
The nymph shivered. "H-How d-did you know?"
"Part of my senses." Fang answered. "I can smell the intent of a person. And like I said, you're hiding in plain sight. Same same as me." fang wriggled his wolf ears and wagged his tail. "So...do you have a name?"
The nymph nodded. "Narico."
Fang smiled. "Well Narico? Do you know how to get back to your family?"
Narico shook his head. "..I don't have a family back home. I never knew my parents. But..everyone else says the queen is our only parent. But I don't remember her voice as my mother's..." Out of either pity or instinct, Fang scooped the nymph up.
"I don't know how your home works. But I'll tell you how mine works. In a families, we look out for each other. And we make sure to take care of each other. So since you've got no family, how about I become your big brother?" 
Narico's eyes lit up! "Really?!"
Fang nodded. "Sure! Just gotta get you back home. C'mon." And with that, Fang and Narico journeyed to Fang's home. Narico was feeling lonely, so Fang curled up against him to make him feel safe. Narico slept well that night.
The statue of Nightmare Moon
Burst had decided to stick around the statue after everyone was gone, and looked upon it. "Heh. I'm probably crazing talking to you like this. But I want you to know...at least one good thing came from you being around." Burst was speaking to the statue. "I know you're not here now, but I'd have liked to get to be your friend too." However, Burst was not alone. Nightmare Moon was indeed watching him, and listening as well. But Burst could not see her. She watched silently with a smile as Burst spoke. She'd been watching Burst and Twilight work to make Luna happy. "Well...nice talking to you. I guess." Nightmare then put her arms around Burst, and whispered into his ear.
"Thank you..." Burst felt a cool wind blow through the air. He turned around, and still saw the statue ever still. Burst shook his head and headed for home. Nightmare then made her way to the offering the kids had made, and smiled at it. 
It took a very long time. It may not have been exactly the way I planned, but it happened nonetheless. Still... Nightmare looked to the moon. The pain that was caused is solely my fault... She then smiled as she thought of Burst. At least...there's one person who understands my true motives...

	
		Episode 5: Family



	Fang was debating what to do with his adoptive little brother being a changeling. "Hmmm. So...what do changelings typically eat anyway?" Fang asked. "Because I've got nothing but human food in my house."
"Well, the other changelings all ate love." Narico answered. "But for some reason, I never felt hungry for it."
"I guess I'll make breakfast then." Fang said with a shrug. "Eggs and bacon sound good?" Narico nodded happily. "Good." As Fang cooked, he came to an important realization. "Hey, Narico? Where did you leave before coming to Ponyville?"
"Oh. I used to live in a hive. But I snuck out. No one would miss me though..." Narico said sadly. Fang soon finished preparing breakfast and put a hand on Narico's shoulder.
"Well, family isn't always the people you're related too. Real family is the people who care about you." Fang said with a smile.
Narico's mood lifted and he hugged his adoptive big brother. "I guess I'd better go to school."
"Um, Narico? You do know that if you go to school like that everyone might freak out, right?" Fang asked. Narico blinked.
"Oh! I almost forgot!" Narico was covered in a flash of green fire, and he stood in a form similar to his true self. But at the same time, it was different. Instead of the solid pale blue eyes, Narico had normal eyes and his insect wings and horn had vanished. He looked like a regular human with his changeling color scheme. "My people are called 'Changelings' for a reason." Fang smiled as he tussled Narico's hair.
"Just make sure to head straight home after school today little bro." And with that, Fang saw to it that Narico made it to the schoolhouse. "Well, good to see Narico's starting his day. Now to start mine." Fang walked around looking for a job, and noticed a 'Help Wanted' sign at Shadow's cosplay shop. "Hello? I'm here about the sign!" Fang called out! Shadow looked out from behind the boxes he was carrying.
"Oh! Hey again Fang!" Shadow greeted. Fang noticed the trouble Shadow was having with the boxes and went to help him out. The two managed to safely transport the massive pile. "Thanks for the assist! So you're here about the job?"
Fang nodded. "Uh huh! I'm good at keeping track of things and heavy lifting. Plus, I can also give cosplay tips for props."
Shadow smiled. "Welcome aboard Fang! How soon can you start?"
"Is today good?" Fang asked with a grin. Shadow nodded, and the two went about their day. An array of customers came into the shop that day. Either to place orders for specific costumes or props in advance, or merely to buy accessories that they could wear just going about their day. "Wow. Hard to believe this place is doing so well in such a short amount of time." Fang noted.
"Well, it helps that most of my prices are affordable." Shadow replied. "And that I've got a deal with Rarity. She runs Carousel Boutique, and helped set me up with some of the costumes I sell here. And she did it free of charge too." Shadow then noticed Fang's ears and tail. "So I'm guessing your ears and tail weren't just some piece of detailed costume work?" Fang sighed and nodded. "Cool! Kind of like the dragon wings Burst and Inferno have! But..why do you hide them? Do you think people would consider you a freak?"
Fang shook his head. "No. We live in a world full of dragons, princesses that control the sun and moon, and all sorts of crazy magic. So a guy with wolf ears and a tail is pretty normal in comparison. The reason I hide my ears and tail is because whenever a girl sights me with them, they try to snuggle me to death!" Fang shivered at a distant memory of his childhood. It was a school day, and he was going about with his ears and tail on display. One girl had gone up to him, and began to scratch his ears. Fang was happy for a moment, but it was all shattered when every girl in the hallway tried to snuggle him! Little Fang ran for his life. "...And that's why I've been wearing a hoodie for almost all my life since then."
Shadow shivered. "Man. I'd hate to see Fluttershy find out your ears and tail are real." Shadow then looked at the clock. "Huh. Time really flies when you're having fun. It's time for lunch break. How about I give you a formal introduction to the guys? You were kinda busy during Nightmare Night." Fang nodded and followed Shadow. They met Burst and the others at the local pizza joint. "Hey guys! You all remember Fang, right?" Each of the guys smiled. Fang waved. 
"So, you guys are a team like the Elements of Harmony right?" Fang asked.
Burst nodded and pointed to each member of the group. "We're the Elements of Heroism. I represent Power, Inferno represents Potential, Steel represents Honor, Ty represents Tolerance, Ace represents Wisdom, Ice represents Courage, Shadow represent Compassion, and you represent Determination as you discovered on Nightmare Night. So tell us about yourself Fang."
"Well, I've got really good senses. Like hearing and smell." Fang began. "As indicated by my wolf ears. My parents said the reason I look like this is because of an ancestor who bonded with a wolf spirit. Oh! And I can also smell the intent of a person too! So I can act like a lie detector! Not to sound prying, but why do you guys wanna know more about me?"
"We wanna be more than a team dude." Inferno answered. "We wanna be friends! Heck, Burst's like a brother to me!" 
Fang smiled and wagged his tail. "That means you guys must be pretty good friends if you consider yourselves family!"
"You're a part of it now too Fang." Tyrannus noted. "So any hobbies?"
Fang scratched his head. "Hmmm. Not much besides cosplay and anime. The former being when I usually wear my ears and tail with pride."
Burst was confused. "Why's that?"
Fang sighed. "You know that girl Fluttershy? The one you introduced to Luna just a few days back? Let's see what happens when she finds out that my ears aren't fake." Burst and Tyrannus took Fang to Fluttershy's cottage, and explained Fang's ears and tail. Fluttershy was silent for a minute before jumping on Fang and hugging and snuggling him remorselessly! "See what I mean?!" Tyrannus and Burst set to work on trying to pry Fluttershy off of Fang!
"Fluttershy! Please! Let him go!" Tyrannus pleaded!
"No! I want to snuggle him, play with him, and give him belly rubs! Then I'll walk him!" Fluttershy protested!
Fang narrowed his eyes. "I'm NOT a pet!" Fang soon broke free, and bolted off for town. However, Fluttershy wasn't one to give up easy. But in the process, every girl in town found out Fang's secret! Burst and Tyrannus soon caught up to Fang, and noticed the slowly growing mob of girls. "Uh...guys? What do we do now?" Burst and Tyrannus looked to Fang and steeled thei gazes.
"Easy..." Tyrannus said before scooping up Fang and he and Burst began to make a break for it! "WE RUN!" The two ran as fast as they could away from the stampede of girls each trying to snuggle or take Fang home as a pet!
"Maybe we shouldn't introduce him to the other girls!" Burst cried out as they ran with Fang in tow! They soon managed to ditch the crowd. However, Fluttershy had caught up with them.
"um...excuse me?" Fluttershy asked.
"AAAAAAHHHHHHH!" Fang screamed as he jumped into Burst's arms! "Please! No more snuggles! PLEASE!"
Fluttershy blushed. "Actually, um, I'm sorry about that. I get a bit carried away with animals."
Fang breathed out a sigh of relief. "Thanks Celestia!" 
"But...could you make puppy dog eyes?" Fluttershy asked with a small smile. Fang sighed, and hit her full on with his puppu dog stare. Fluttershy squealed with delight, and snapped a picture! "My life is now complete!" And with that, Fluttershy returned to her cottage. The guys breathed a collective sigh of relief.
"So...is this craziness normal?" Fang asked. Burst and Tyrannus chuckled.
"Fang. Do we have stories to tell you..." Burst began. He recounted all the events that had happened so far. Nightmare Moon. The Nightmare Forces. The Grand Galloping Gala. And lastly, Discord and Nightmare Night. "So yeah. Quite a lot of excitement goes on around in this little town. But, at least it's not boring!"
Fang grinned. "I think I'm gonna like it here! By the way, what were those weapons you have called again?"
"Duelist Arms." Tyrannus answered with a smile. "So far, you and I are the only ones who don't have any. Still, I've managed fine so far with just my martial arts skills. Plus, I'm pretty sure you can get wild in a fight." Fang frowned. 
"C'mon! That was too easy!" Fang pouted. Burst and Tyrannus laughed. Fang sighed. "Well, suppose there were worse puns." The three soon returned to the other guys.
"Whoa." Steel noted their condition. "You guys looks like you've been running all over the place."
"You have NO idea..." Tyrannus groaned. "There any slices left?" Steel motioned to the remaining slices of pizze. "Thank you." Burt, Tyrannus, and Fang scarfed down the slices. "Welcome to the team Fang." Fang beamed as he wagged his tail. "Okay. It's official. He's the cute one out of us." The guys nodded in agreement.
"It was nice meeting you all. Maybe some time I could get to know the girls too. But I gotta get home. My little brother's gonna be headed home soon." Fang said as he waved goodbye. Fang returned to his house just in time for Narico to come home. "Hey Narico. How'd school go?"
Narico smiled. "Pretty good. Made a picture of our family!" Narico proudly displayed the picture he'd drawn with Fang holding Narico on his shoulders. Fang smiled and put the picture on the fridge. "So how was your day?" Fang's memory traced back to the earlier chain of events.
"Eh. Nothing special. But I made some pretty good friends today. Now come on. Let's see what's on TV. Then it's off to taking care of your homework." Fang and Narico went about the rest of their day before calling it a night. Here's hoping things get even better around here.

	
		Episode 6: Blooming Spirit



	A young man was venturing through the Everfree Forest. The sun seemed to hit his yellow and green hair, as well as give his light tan skin a glow. His outfit consisted of blue jeans, a green tank top with a flower on it, and brown sneakers. "Hmm. Where could it be?" The young man mused to himself. "Miss Zecora wanted that rare flower today. A little outside the norm of my usual work at her place, but not out of the question. Well, I guess it's time I made use of my abilities." The young man took a deep breath and focused as he put one of his hands on the ground. A faint green glow traced through the earth as he searched for his query. An image of the flower he was searching for was then reflected in his blue eyes. "Ah. There you are." He followed the glowing trail, and found the flower he was looking for. "Heart's Desire. A fitting name for a beauty  such as you." The young man picked the flower, and returned to Zecora's hut. He then placed the flower on Zecora's main table. "I bet she'll be happy to finally have this. Not to tend to the rest of my work." The young man set to work taking care of the various plants Zecora had around her hut. "It's not really work since I like doing it though. Heh. No wonder my name's Venus Bloomer." Venus happily tended to the plants when he noticed Zecora walk in with Apple Bloom in tow. "Welcome back Miss Zecora. I found that flower you were looking for." He then knelt down to look at Apple Bloom. "And who's this little lady?" Venus asked with a kind smile. "Nice to meet you. I'm Venus Bloomer."
"Ah'm Apple Bloom!" Apple Bloom answered. She then ran her hand along the are she had a chipped tooth, and sighed. "Ah'm never gonna get mah cutie mark at this rate! Ah'll be as old as Granny Smith!"
Venus smiled down at her. "Apple Bloom. Have you been trying different things to see what your special talent is?"
Apple Bloom nodded. "Yeah. But they've all blown up in me an' mah friends' faces."
"Well, that's part of the process. But I can give you a hint as to when you find what your calling is. Would you like to know?" Apple Bloom nodded eagerly. Venus smiled as he put a hand over his heart. "You'll know when you find your calling when it resonates with your spirit. It'll feel like your whole body is full of life! That's how I found my talent in working with plants. Just keep trying. All good things take time."
Apple Bloom's mood improved, but she still frowned. "Ah know. But Ah'm just so sick of everyone tellin' me to wait!" Zecora then handed Apple Bloom the remedy she'd made for her chipped tooth, and Apple Bloom drank it all. She looked in her reflection in amazement! Her tooth was whole again! "Golly Zecora! You've got tonics that heal all sorts of ailments! Bad bones, bad back, bad breath..."
Zecora chuckled. "Yes little one. It is true. I have many a healing brew."
Apple Bloom then got an idea as she noticed all the potions that could do good things. "You know..Ah'm bettin' you can whip up a potion that can fix mah blank flank." Zecora frowned.
"There are many potions in this room. But none for what you want dear Apple Bloom." Zecora scolded. "For a cutie mark, you will soon see. Time is the only remedy." Zecora then set to work preparing a new potion using some petals from teh Heart's Desire flower Venus had brought in earlier. Apple Bloom recognized the flower, and a new plan popped into her head.
"Heart's Desire, huh?" Apple Bloom thought out loud. Venus and Zecora left to get more amethyst, and Apple Bloom took the flower! When the two returned, Venus noticed that the Heart's Desire had been taken. While Zecora wouldn't be needing the rest of it, Venus had a pretty good idea of who had taken it.
"Zecora? I think we'd best prepare an antidote potion for the Heart's Desire." Venus said with a concerned tone. "I just hope we can get it ready in time." The next day Apple Bloom was showing off the cutie mark that the potion had given her to her classmates. As well as the talent that came packaged with it. So far things were going great for Apple Bloom. However, that soon changed when another cutie mark appeared out of nowhere! And upon its appearance, Apple Bloom took to her new talent almost instantly! But considering she was still doing well, Apple Bloom then began to show off around town. However, the fun ended that night when another mark showed up out of the blue! Apple Bloom then found herself tap dancing uncontrollably!
"Ah don't know how to make it stop!" Apple Bloom cried out!
"Ah know someone who might." Applejack then took Apple Bloom to Twilight's library the next day. Twilight and Burst were exchanging spells when Applejack showed up with Apple Bloom in tow. The two noticed Apple Bloom's predicament and set to work studying what ailed her.
"Three cutie marks, three talents..." Twilight said in shock. "I've never seen anything like it!"
Burst held a contemplative gaze at Apple Bloom. "Hm. Definitely unusual. Any ideas Twi?"
Twilight nodded. "I was just reading a book on common illnesses. What was it?" Twilight fired up her magic as she used it and her free hand to look through the bookshelf. 
"Perplexing Plagues perhaps?" Spike asked as he handed Twilight the book.
"That's it!" Twilight exclaimed. She and Burst looked through the 'C' section of the book and found the culprit. "Cutie Pox!"
Burst tried to lighten up the moment. "Isn't there a vaccine for that?" Spike let out a chuckle at Burst's joke.
"Moving on...random cutie marks appeared all over people's bodies forcing them to perform the talents that came with them! Twilight read.
"Just like me!" Apple Bloom cried as she was still performing the talents her marks represented.
"Yes, but what's the cure?" Applejack asked. "What's the cure?"
Twilight's eyes went wide in horror as she read further. "It says there's no known cure!"
"No known cure?!" The others cried out.
Twilight shook her head. "It says that the origin of the break out was never discovered. And the Cutie Pox disappeared just as mysteriously arrived!" Apple Bloom panicked as another mark appeared! This time on her arm!
"Then it looks like we're going to need an unknown cure." Burst noted. "Come on! We gotta head to Zecora's!" The group left instantly, but the constantly spawning cutie marks on Apple Bloom made it almost impossible! With all the ones that kept showing up, Apple Bloom was almost bouncing all over town just to complete the corresponding talents! It was made only worse when Spike informed a few girls of what was transpiring. Everyone dashed inside their homes! Zecora soon showed up with Venus.
"I thought I had removed their fear the last time I visited here. But, doors are barred and shutters shut. Guess I should have stayed inside my hut." Zecora said with a shrug.
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief. "Zecora! Apple Bloom has cutie pox!" Twilight pointed to Apple Bloom still afflicted by the cutie pox. "We were just on our way to see you!"
"But magically, you're here!" Applejack noted. "Was yer zebra sense a tingling?"
"No." Zecora  answered. "Venus. It seems your intuition was quite right. Come! We'll have this problem solved before night!" Zecora took a look at Apple Bloom. "He informed me that the Heart's Desire had left my room shortly after a visit from Apple Bloom. Keep in mind what you say. We know that flower did not just walk away." Apple Bloom smiled nervously before a window washing mark showed up on her body! Zecora smiled as she reached into her bag and pulled out three seeds. "A Cutie Pox cure I have for sooth. For the answer lies in the seeds of truth."
"Well then give 'em to 'er! Quick!" Applejack pleaded!
"These seeds must be planted in the ground. With truth they will grow and the cure is found." Zecora instructed.
Applejack was puzzled. "...Come again?"
Zecora smiled. "The seeds do indeed hold the cure. But only when spoken words that are pure."
"Well lets get to it!" Applejack dug a hole and put the seeds in! "All right. They're planted! Now somebody tell the truth!" Everyone panicked as a new mark showed up on Apple Bloom that turned her into a mini twister!
"WHOOOAAAAA!" Apple Bloom screamed as she spun around!
"Somebody! Anybody!" Applejack yelled!
Burst gathered his courage. "I'm a grown up and I still watch Power Rangers!"
"You too?" Venus asked with a small smile. Applejack and Twilight looked at the place where the seeds were planted. No growth was evident. "What's your favorite season?" The two would have gotten into a conversation, but they were more worried about keeping Apple Bloom from tearing up the town! "Apple Bloom! You've gotta tell the truth!" Venus cried out!
"Ah admit it! Ah didn't earn mah cutie marks! They're all fake!" Apple Bloom cried out! "Ah thought the Heart's Desire would help me find out what mah special talent was! So when Zecora and Venus left the hut, Ah whipped up a potion with the rest of the Heart's Desire in it!" At Apple Bloom's confession, a new flower sprouted from where the seeds of truth had been planted! Apple Bloom quickly ate the flower, and she was then cured. Venus then walked over to her with a kind smile.
"Apple Bloom? Did any of those talents feel right with your spirit?" Venus asked. Apple Bloom shook her head. "I thought so." Venus put a hand on her shoulder. "There are some things in the world that can't be rushed. But remember my words. You'll know what your calling is when your spirit resonates with it. You just need to let it happen on its own."
Apple Bloom smiled and walked over to Zecora. "Ah'm sorry. Ah shouldn't have stolen the Heart's Desire. Ah wouldn't blame ya if ya never wanted to have me around again."
"Now Apple Bloom," Zecora said with a kind smile as she cupped Apple Bloom's face. "Don't be glum! You are still welcome little one! With each mistake, you learn something new. Growing up into a better you."
"Something tells me Celestia would be pretty happy hearing you learned that." Burst said with a smile.
"You don't mind telling her, do you?" Twilight asked. Apple Bloom smiled and went to get writing supplies while Burst walked over to Venus. Venus was then shocked to find a light pink aura surround him and soon fade.
"Looks like you've awakened. Same as me and my friends." Burst said with a smile.
Venus smiled in kind. "What can I say? I go about my existence full of life and vigor. I saw you fight Nightmare Moon and Discord. Burst Stream, right? I'm Venus Bloomer. Pleased to meet you."
"You too Venus. By how you live, you're the Element of Spirit." Burst said with a smile. "You wanna hang out? A soda from Sugar Cube Corner always hits the spot after some random Ponyville craziness." 
Venus smiled. "I'd like to. But speaking of spirit, something was calling to mine back in the forest. I'll take you up on your offer later. Right now, I'd better see what was calling for me." Venus left for the Everfree Forest, and used his connection to nature. As soon as he tapped into the earth, a rose bloomed right before his eyes. It wasn't like any he'd ever seen due to the odd glow coming from it. Venus advanced toward the rose, and another soon popped up. As Venus followed the roses, a trail became more apparent as he walked. He then found a wall of thorns when the rose trail ended. Venus hazarded a step forward, and the wall of thorns seemed to shift in response! Venus temporarily flinched before taking another step forward. As he moved, the wall of thorns seemd to shift so that there was an opening just large enough for him to walk through. On the other side of the wall, an entire garden of roses stood before Venus. But what caught his eye the most was what was waiting at the center. It was a dragon spirit. One with beautiful wings that looked to be made of rose petals.
"I have been waiting for you. Youth from the Druid Lineage." The dragon spirit said in a kind, female voice. "I am called Black Rose.
Since you have awakened as a Bearer of Heroism, I can now depart and give you this gift." A pedestal of vines and roots rose from the ground. Atop it was a whip modeled after Black Rose herself. Venus anxiously took the weapon in his hands, and saw the dragon spirit smile. "Good luck and farewell to you Venus. May love one day bloom in your heart for one who shares your spirit." Black Rose vansihed in a storm of rose petals. Leaving only the garden as the wall of thorns collapsed. Venus then made his way back to Ponyville following the path of roses that had led him to the garden. Venus then showed Burst his Duelist Arm.
"I don't suppose you have toys similar to this?" Venus asked witha joking smile. Burst summoned his own Duelist Arms. "Then it looks like you've got a lot to brief me on. Might as well discuss it over a soda." Burst chuckled as he led Venus to Sugar Cube Corner and briefed him as they drank their beverages. "No way! You've been dating Princess Celestia?!"
Burst nodded. "She was my first kiss too. Back at the Grand Galloping Gala. So what kind of things can you do?"
Venus was confused. "Things?"
"Well, Inferno and I are male avatars from the dragon lineage. Steel's the captain of the Elite Guard. Ace, Ice, and Shadow found out they were the chosen of the legendary dragons, and Fang has wolf ears and a tail that grant him enhanced senses because he's got a wolf spirit that bonded with his ancestor and the powers woke up in him. So what can you do?"
Venus smiled. "Well, I'm from the druid lineage. You know how earthbounds have a strong tie to the earth?" Burst nodded. "Well, druids were earthbounds who shared deep ties with nature, and could control things like plants and the earth. I'm a descendent of that tribe, so I can make plants grow and control some too." Venus then admired his Duelist Arm. "And as the saying goes: 'Every rose has its thorn.'" Burst and Venus let out a chuckle. "What's so funny?"
"Man! If you, Fang, and Ty had to live in the same house as Fluttershy, she'd have trouble picking any of you as her boyfriend!"
Venus let out a laugh as well. "I can actually picture that quite well." Venus raised his glass. "Here's to making a new friend."

	
		Episode 7: Downtime



Burst woke up with a yawn as he stretched his arms. "Yup. Just another morning in Ponyville." Burst got out of bed, and headed for his kitchen to make breakfast. And here I thought life would be quiet once I moved here. Shows what I know. Burst made himself some toast and eggs before sitting at his main table with a contemplative gaze as he ate and reflected on the chain of events that had happened since he'd moved in. Meeting the girls. Fighting Nightmare Moon. Meeting the guys and becoming friends all of them. My first kiss with none other than Celestia. Burst smiled fondly at the memory before going further down the list. Then there was our battle with Discord, and now the other Elements of Heroism awakening. Yeah. My life hasn't been all that quiet so far. But I'm glad about that. Burst then remembered how happy Celestia was when he and the guys had crashed the gala and turned it into a real party. I know for sure she's happy. And that means the world to me. Burst let out a content sigh as he polished off the rest of his breakfast and went outside to check his mailbox. There wasn't anything today save for a letter bearing the cutie mark of a certain princess who controlled the sun. Burst smiled. "Looks like I'll get to make good use of this downtime after all." Burst opened the letter and read it to himself. "Hello Burst. I know that a lot has happened during this past year. After all your adventures, I'm sure you've been appreciating this time off. So are you free? P.S. Bravo on punching Discord in the face." Burst immediately walked back inside his house, and changed into his usual outfit. "This day's gonna be better than I thought." Burst said with a smile as he flew off to Canterlot and landed at the castle gates. He displayed the letter, and headed for the throne room. Burst smiled as the most beautiful thing he'd ever seen smiled at him in return. I never get tired of seeing her. She's got the figure and grace of a goddess. Burst thought to himself. "Hey there gorgeous."
Celestia giggled. "It's lovely to see you again too Burst."
"So where does my little princess want to go today?" Burst asked.
"I was thinking lunch sounded nice." Celestia said with a smile. "You know any good burger places?"
Burst nodded. "You forget. I was born and raised here. I know all the good places to eat that the snobs wouldn't even touch if you gave them a seat in your court!" Burst and Celestia shared a laugh. "So are you ready to go right now?"
"Just let me change into something a little more casual." Celestia said with a giggle. In a flash of golden light, Celestia stood in a new outift as opposed to her usual regal dress and crown. She work purple jeans, white sandals, and a simple yellow top. "What do you think?"
"I like it!" Burst said with a grin as he offered her his hand. "Shall we?" Celestia smiled as she took Burst's hand and the two flew off. Burst soon spotted the place he and Celestia were looking for, and they soon landed. "So. How're things dealing with the overgrown spoiled brats?"
Celestia giggled. "Still resisting the urge to send half of them to the moon and to turn the other half into babies or children due to the childish and often greedy requests they have. I've only seen a few nobles that are actually deserving of the title. But my real mortal enemy is paperwork."
"I can think of the perfect hero to defeat such a foe." Burst said with a smile. "Twilight. That girl could get it done in a day. Maybe less." Burst let out a chuckle before looking Celestia in the eye. "All the same, I bet you enjoy escaping from the castle with me."
Celestia smiled lovingly. "What can I say? I can always count on you to come to my rescue, my sunshine." Burst blushed a little. "You look so cute when you blush! Maybe I can get your parents to show me pictures of your younger days?"
"Be warned. Most of them will be of me in a red ranger costume." Burst cautioned. "And my parents will go on about all the craziness I caused when I was little. But hey. That's family for you, right?" Burst smiled. "Speaking of family, are there any other relatives you have besides Luna and Blueblood?"
"I do have a niece." Celestia answered. "Like me and Luna, she's an avatar." Celestia giggled. "Or, should I say like us? Her name is Cadence. She's become quite the princess now."
"Wow." Burst said in amazement. "So what else can you tell me about her?"
Celestia smiled. "Well, she used to work as a babysitter. She loved children. And her heart was always filled with love, same as her magic. I swear, I could find no limit to the love that lies inside her heart. Last I heard from her, she planned on marrying someone."
"Looks like someone's stolen the Princess of Love's heart!" Burst joked. Celestia giggled as they walked inside the restaurant, and the two soon ordered. Burst grabbed a table, and the two sat down after getting their drinks.
"So how are things in Ponyville?" Celestia asked before taking a sip of her soda.
Burst scratched his head. "Well, I've been making some new friends with some of the newly awakened Elements of Heroism. We've become quite the crew. Me and Inferno are male alicorns who come from the dragon lineage. Steel's the captain of the Elite Guard. Ty's a standard martial artist as far as I can tell. Ace, Ice, and Shadow were selected by legendary dragon guardians to wield their Duelist Arms. Fang's a guy born with a wolf spirit and he's got wolf ears and a tail. Then there's our newest friend Venus. He can control plants and is from the druid lineage. In terms of excitement, there's been nothing of note yet. Currently, we're all just getting to know each other as friends."
Celestia smiled warmly. "I thought you might like to know. I recently introduced Luna to video games. Thankfully, the walls are sound proof. She's gotten to be quite the gamer in just a short time."
"Well, at least she won't be bored at night anymore." Burst said with a small smile. "Me and the guys had a smash bros. tournament a few nights back." Burst then froze as the memory of the frenzied mess of a brawl went down. "I think that much chaos would have released Discord again."
Celestia giggled. "If it did, I could have you just punch him again. It's very effective." Burst smiled at the compliment. "Plus, I'm thinking of having Twilight on speed dial."
"You have a phone?" Burst asked.
Celestia nodded before shooting a flirty smile at Burst. "Would you like my number?"
"Only...if I get to give you mine." Burst said with a blush. Celestia smiled as they eached grabbed a napkin and wrote their numbers down. To have some extra fun, Celestia drew a heart next to her number. Burst nervously smiled as he put Celestia's number in his pocket. "Something tells me this'll be easier than you sending me letters. Plus, I'll get to hear your voice more."
"How sweet of you." Celestia said with a radiant smile. The couple's food soon arrived, and they polished it off in almost no time. "That was simply amazing! I hope this place does take-out. I might have the guards make a lunch run one of these days."
"Just wait until you try their bacon burger." Burst said with a chuckle. "So you wanna walk this off?" 
Celestia smiled. "I thought you'd never ask." The two soon left and walked around Canterlot. "You know, there's something I've noticed about you recently Burst."
"What's that?"
"You kind of act like Optimus Prime with your heroic, no-nonsense attitude." Celestia said with a giggle. "I still have that plushie you gave me when you made that fateful promise. In fact, I can't help picture you when I hold it close at night." Celestia let out a fond sigh. "Saying all this makes me cherish our times we have like this. Away from all the stresses of duty and ruling."
"Well even if you don't have your crown...you're still my little princess." Burst said as he put an arm around Celestia. Celesti smiled down at him, and soon wrapped him in a tight hug. "You know? This reminds me of our first dance together."
"I can still hear that song playing when I hold you close..." Celestia said as she and Burst engaged in a passionate kiss. It was only a couple minutes, but it felt so much longer as the two broke it off to breathe. "You've given me so much in so little time."
"And I've got a whole lot more to offer." Burst said with a smile as he and Celestia engaged in another kiss. Soon enough, the two broke off their kiss again. "Until next time Celestia." And with that, Burst flew off back home. Burst's afternoon went by relatively quickly, and night soon began to fall. Then, Burst got a call on his phone. "Hello?" Burst answered.
"Hello Burst." Celestia greeted from the other end. "Just calling you to say good night. Oh! And Luna wishes you sweet dreams."
"Heh. All I gotta do is think of you." Burst said with a smile. "Good night Celestia."
"Sweet dreams Burst." The two soon hung up and Burst headed off to sleep. Dreaming of Celestia as he slumbered.

	
		Episode 8: Hero's Destiny



Fang was walking around Ponyville with Burst when the two noticed Rainbow flying out of a well with a little girl on her back. They had also noticed that a crowd had gathered and started cheering for her. Fang then shot a look at Burst. "Hey Burst?"
"Yeah?" Burst asked.
"I remember you told me that you and the other guys defeated the Nightmare Forces. Then you and the other Elements of Heroism plus the girls defeated Discord. So..why didn't you get a huge crowd like Rainbow Dash over there?" Fang pointed to the crowd still cheering for Rainbow Dash.
Burst scratched his chin in thought. "Well, Ponyville did celebrate me, the guys, and the girls triumphing over evil. But to be honest? I could care less about all the praise. Same goes for the other guys. We fight to protect people because we want to." Burst smiled. "I guess that's just the kind of hero I wanted to be."
Fang wagged his tail happily. "That's a good reason to be a hero." Fang then looked at Rainbow Dash getting a bunch of priase from the crowd. "Here's hoping Rainbow Dash learns that same lesson." The day went on like normal, and Steel was strolling around town.
"Yup." Steel said before taking a deep breath. "I picked a good day to be outside." Steel then panicked when he saw a stroller speeding away! "Seriously?! What's up with all the accidents today?!" Steel was about to intercept the stroller when Rainbow Dash once again swooped in and grabbed onto the stroller! Making it skid to a halt using her feet as brakes! Steel flew over and landed next to her. "Geez. Ponyville's accident prone today. What's next?" Steel then notied the crowd cheering for Rainbow Dash. "Wow. Looks like someone's getting pretty popular."
Rainbow Dash smiled before feigning shock at the baby. "Oh no! There's something wrong with the baby!" Steel froze in shock! "She's not cheering for everyone's favorite hero! Rainbow Dash!" Steel then frowned.
"Rainbow Dash. That's not cool." Steel said sternly. "You really had me worried for a second."
Rainbow Dash rolled her eyes. "Relax Steel! I'm just having some fun!" Rainbow Dash flew the baby back to its mother, and paused when some photographers snapped a few pictures of her. Steel watched Rainbow Dash bask in the praise as picture after picture was taken. He then went to Twilight and the other girls.
"Is it me? Or is Dash letting this whole 'hero' business get to her head?" Steel asked.
"Ah reckon' yer right sugarcube." Applejack said with a nod. "Modest ain't one a' the words Ah'd use for her in this case." The group then saw Rainbow Dash make a cloud symbol of a thunderbolt in the sky. Burst and Fang showed up just in time to see Rainbow Dash at her most show-off-iness. 
"Not to sound rude, but do we need to take her down a peg?" Fang asked.
Burst shook his head. "No. Let's just see how much this escalates. Right now? Let's just admit the fact she is kinda awesome. Steel? You're with me and Fang." Burst looked to Twilight and the girls. "We'll keep tabs on Rainbow Dash for you. Let's go guys." And with that, Burst, Steel, and Fang set to work. They observed Rainbow Dash saving a punch of elderly folks from a collapsing balcony. And they noted her getting more boastful of the crowd's cheers. They made their way over to Twilight and the other girls.
"Call me crazy, but I think this 'hero' thing has gotten to Rainbow Dash's head." Twilight noted.
"Nope. You're right as usual Twilight." Steel informed. "It's gotten to her completely." Steel sighed. "The ego level of my girlfriend is well over 9000 at this point."
"I'd say her fan club gathering at Sugarcube Corner is all the indication we need." Fang said as he pointed to the crowd of children flocking to where he'd mentioned. "Let's just see how bad the damage is." The group made their way over, and saw Rainbow Dash recounting all of her various exploits  that had occurred earlier that day. The fact she had a pair of shades resting on her forehead didn't help the fact either. "Whoa. She's even got Spike writing notes about her."
"Awesome. Heh! Awesomely arrogant is more like it!" Applejack noted with a huff.
"Hey Applejack!" Rainbow Dash said as she zipped over. "How'd you like to be immortalized as my friend?" Applejack barely had any time to respond as a photographer snapped a picture of her and Rainbow Dash. Twilight was even more dumbfounded when she found Spike writing things down in a notepad.
"Are you...writing down notes?" Twilight asked.
Spike nodded. "Rainbow Dash hand-picked me to write down her autobiography!"
"Autobiographies are supposed to be written by the person they're about." Twilight noted sternly.
Burst frowned. "Maybe Rainbow just thinks she's 'too awesome to write down her own life.'"
"I AM pretty busy saving lives." Rainbow Dash said with a smug grin. Burst immediately face palmed.
"I was joking." Burst muttered to himself.
"This way, I can keep performing those acts of bravery everybodyelse doesn't have the guts to perform! Yeah. It takes guts. But it also takes brains. And sometimes a bit of lunch and a nap." Rainbow Dash said with a grin as children took photos with her. The others frowned as they saw Rainbow Dash's ego inflate to titanic proportions. "Being a hero surely isn't for everybody. But I'm up to the challenge!"
"....Is she serious?" Steel asked with a disappointed look on his face as he looked to Twilight. "Me and the guys defeated the Nightmare Forces. Plus, we ALL banded together against Discord. I'm pretty sure there's plenty of people up for the job." Steel crossed his arms and sighed. "Being a hero's nice. But you've gotta be one for the right reasons. I think I need to have a talk with her." About an hour later, Steel found Rainbow Dash napping on a cloud. He then flew up to her. "Hey, Dash?"
Rainbow Dash yawned before addressing Steel. "Yo Steel! How's Equestria's most awesome boyfriend doing?"
"Dash...listen." Steel sighed. This isn't gonna be easy.. "Could you...maybe tone down the boasting?"
Rainbow Dash's gaze hardened. "...Excuse me?"
Steel took a deep breath. "I can't deny that you've done great things today. But...maybe you've let it get to you a bit? Being a hero's not about all the fame and praise. That's just not the right reason for doing good things!"
"So you're saying you're jealous?!" Rainbow Dash shot back.
Steel's eyes widened. "What? No! All I'm saying is you should be a bit more humble about this!"
"Oh! So you just want everyone to NOT notice my awesomeness?!" Rainbow Dash said in anger. "No! I'm gonna make sure everyone knows who their hero is! Some boyfriend you've turned out to be!" Rainbow Dash flew off leaving a saddened Steel in her wake.
"My first fight...with my girlfriend." Steel said with a sad look on his face. "That settles it. Something's gotta be done." Steel found Burst, Fang, and Twilight sitting together. "Looks like my plan blew up in my face. Dash snapped at me when I told her to be a bit more humble. Then she just flew off. Probably to drown out my words with the cheers of her fans."
Twilight put a hand on Steel's shoulder. "I'm sorry Steel. But, we are coming up with a plan to teach Rainbow Dash a lesson. Time to show her what real heroes stand for!" Steel smiled as his friends told him what they had in the works. Later on, Rainbow Dash was signing autographs when a hot air balloon started falling from the sky! Rainbow Dash took off only after getting things done, but a somone else showed up and saved the person inside! The person was a girl, and she was wearing a purple costume with a dark blue mask that covered her whole face, and gloves, boots, and a cape of the same color. The new masked hero only stayed long enough for the woman she rescued to say thank you before dashing off.
"Looks like Ponyville's got a new hero." Steel said with a hero. "The mayor's even dubbed her The Mysterious Mare Do Well. Fitting name."
Rainbow Dash scowled. "Mare Do Well huh? Well she'd do well to stay outta my way! Ponyville's only got room for one hero! And that hero is me!"
Steel was absolutely livid. "What's your problem?! You getting upset just because you're not the center of attention anymore?"
"What if I am?!" Rainbow Dash demanded. "Maybe after I'm not in the spotlight, you'll come in! Maybe you set this up!"
That tore it for Steel. He really hoped he didn't have to go this far into the plan, but there was no choice at this point. "Rainbow Dash. There IS room for more than hero. You. The other girls. Me and the other Elements of Heroism. We're ALL heroes. But you're losing the right to call yourself one just because someone's doing what you are! You know what? We're through." Rainbow Dash froze at Steel's words.
"...What?" Rainbow Dash asked in shock. "You...you don't mean that!"
You're right Rainbow. But this might be the only way to get you to learn. "I do. I can respect you wanting to be the best. But I can't stand seeing you go down this road." And with that, Steel left Rainbow Dash. If that doesn't get her to learn her lesson, I don't know what will. I just wish I didn't have to say that. Steel stole a glance at Rainbow Dash. She looked so sad and defeated.  Especially since it devastated her like this. I know she's tough, but Dash is way more fragile than she lets on. Later on, another one of Rainbow Dash's rescues was intercepted by Mare Do Well. Rainbow Dash was stunned to find that Mare Do Well was stronger than her! Rainbow Dash then came across a collapsing construction site, but Mare Do Well showed up again and used a bunch of crazy reflexes to get everybody out! Burst walked up to Rainbow Dash who was once agains tunned by Mare Do Well's feats.
"You know? This is why I never came up with a catch phrase." Burst said with a nod. "Too time-consuming." Rainbow Dash just scowled at Burst before taking off into the air. "I...Don't think things are going according to plan. Steel NEEDS to talk to her about this." Meanwhile, Rainbow Dash arrived at a dam. Nothing was happening, but then she spotted a small leak in it. She covered the leak, but this only served to increase the pressure! Rainbow Dash was washed away with a jet of water! And like the previous times, Mare Do Well once again showed up to save the day. This time, Rainbow Dash saw her use magic to fix the dam and Rainbow Dash saw Mare Do Well fly with wings under her costume! However, Rainbow Dash's ill feelings toward Mare Do Well were only magnified by how much Twilight and the others praised the masked hero's actions. Burst, Steel, and Fang showed up soon. And they didn't like the look Rainbow Dash had on her face. The three grabbed a seat with Fluttershy and Twilight. "Twi? I think the plan's backfired."
Twilight was puzzled. "What do you mean?"
"Look at Rainbow Dash." Burst whispered. "She looks like she's gonna go crazy if another person says how great Mare Do Well is!" The group looked at Rainbow Dash lying down on her back with an angry look on her face. Burst then looked to Steel. "Steel. Talk to her. Please. She's your girlfriend."
Steel sighed. "I tried Burst. She snapped at me the second she thought I was jealous of her. But maybe she'll listen now." Steel walked over to Rainbow Dash. "Bad day?" Rainbow Dash looked at Steel and just huffed as she turned away from him. Steel only advanced more towards her. "Hey, Dash? I think I know why everyone thinks Mare Do Well is so great. It's because she's not like you." Rainbow Dash shot up and glared at Steel.
"What are you talking about?!" Rainbow Dash growled.
Steel sighed. "You've changed Rainbow Dash. At the start of today, when you rescued that girl, you did it just because it was the right thing. Not because you wanted recognition or attention. But that changed over the course of the day. All that fame and praise got to your head and inflated your ego. You became an arrogant, attention-hungry hot-shot. And the second some new hero showed up, you got upset just because they got the attention. Tell me. If I had shown up to save the day instead of Mare Do Well, would you be upset at me?"
Rainbow Dash snapped up in shock and looked Steel straight in the eye! "What?! No! I-I'd never do that to you Steel!" Rainbow then dawned on a realization. "But...but what do you care! You broke up with me, remember?"
"Dash...I lied." Steel said with a heavy sigh. "I only said that in the hopes of getting you to snap back into reality. Heck, Twilight and the girls set up this whole 'Mare Do Well' thing just to remind you of why a hero should do what they do! Because you let the attention get to you, it isolated you. Drove people away." Steel then gazed sadly at the floor. "You even drove me away too..." Rainbow Dash had a hurt expression on her face as she looked at Steel before addressing Twilight and the girls.
"You all thought...I was that bad?" Rainbow Dash asked. The girls were hesitant, but nodded slightly. Rainbow Dash then hung her head in shame. "I guess...maybe I'm not as awesome as I thought." Fang looked at Rainbow Dash and sighed as he walked over and crouched down in front of her.
"Look. There's going to be times when you won't feel so awesome. When you don't have everyone's attention." Fang said sternly. "But let me tell you this. You shouldn't care about everybody's attention. All that should really matter is what the people you care about think of you. It's good to think highly of yourself. But if you focus only on you, everyone else winds upset." Fang looked Rainbow Dash right in the eye. "Being a hero isn't all parades and cheers Rainbow Dash. It's also about learning to be a better you. So long as you're determined to learn from what's happened, you'll be fine." Rainbow Dash then smiled. Fang beamed at her lifted mood. "There's the Dashie we know and love!" Fang then tilted his head forward. "This will be the only time I let one of my friends treat me like a pet."
Rainbow Dash smiled. "Heh. I guess if anyone knows about being real heroes, it's you guys." Rainbow Dash then scratched Fang's ears. "Good boy Fang." Fang wagged his tail at the compliment. "Way to be determined to cheer me up." Rainbow Dash then looked to Steel. "Sorry for earlier. I messed up big time." 
Steel smiled as he put a hand on Rainbow Dash's shoulder. "Yeah. You messed up. But you've learned for it because you've got good friends to help you see what was wrong. Besides, everyone messes up on their way to getting better. And I'd be more than happy to keep walking that road with you." The two shared a hug, and Rainbow Dash soon got to writing a letter to Princess Celestia. Satisfied that all was well, Fang was about to order something. However, his ears picked up on something. A howl. One that seemed to resonate in his sould. Whatever was howling for him, Fang's instincts compelled him to go to it. Fang followed the source of the howl to a cave in one of the safer parts of the Everfree Forest. Fang ventured in, and found a spirit waiting for him. It looked like an older version of Fang, but it was white with solid blue eyes.
"Greetings my descendant. I have been waiting for you." The spirit said.
"Who...who are you?" Fang asked.
"My name is Fenrir young cub. And I have long been guarding this weapon for the next descendant who would awaken their wolf spirit abilities." On a pedestal was a clawed gauntlet. Fang walked over, and slipped it on. " And now, my final task is complete. Farewell young cub. May your forge your destiny with your new Duelist Arm." Fenrir's spirit turned into a white spirit wolf and gave one last howl before fading away with the wind. Fang returned to Sugarcube Corner and notified his friends of the development.
"Well, that leaves only one issue." Burst said with a nod. "Now we need to give our weapons names."

	
		Episode 9: Generous Potential



	Inferno sighed as he boarded the train with Rarity. Rarity noticed the displeased look on Inferno's face. "Now darling. I know you're not too pleased with our destination. But I assure you. The reason we are going makes this all worth it!" Rarity said with a smile.
"Rarity? You're the only reason I'm putting up with Canterlot." Inferno said with a frown.
Rarity put a hand on Inferno's shoulder. "I must admit. I share your sentiment in some regards Inferno. Especially after my infernal encounter with a certain less-than-charming price. I'm still greatly appreciative of you teaching him a lesson, I might add. Still. I can't help but deny that Canterlot takes my breath away just by me thinking about it.
Inferno gave Rarity a small smile as he put a hand on her shoulder. "Well, I guess the place will be more bearable with you by my side. Plus, if any snooty nobles talk bad about you, I'll slug 'em just like that brat Blueblood!" Inferno flexed his right arm to prove the point. "I'm always there with you Rarity. Never forget that." Rarity smiled as the two of them boarded the train. They soon arrived at Canterlot Station, and Inferno helped Rarity with her luggage. "Good thing my dragon lineage abilities give me enhanced strength." Inferno took note of all the bags he was carrying that were Rarity's. "I'd hate to be the bellhop that's gotta carry them."
Rarity giggled at hearing Inferno's musings. "Well I hope you've plenty of stamina. We'll be staying at the castle!"
Inferno blinked before cracking a smile. "Heh! The benefits of being Twilight's friend, right?" The two soon arrived at the castle, and Princess Celestia herself showed them to their room. Rarity was in awe at how beautiful it was.
"Here? I get to stay here?" Rarity asked with wide eyes.
Celestia smiled and nodded. "Twilight said you were coming to Canterlot for a visit and asked if I might accomodate you."
"I'd say you've gone above and beyond there your highness." Inferno said as he looked around the room. 
"Thank you so much Princess." Rarity said with a grateful smile.
"You're welcome." Celestia said with a serene smile. Rarity then fell to her knees.
"No, really! This is so nice of you!"
Celestia had an embarrassed smile on her face at seeing Rarity's position. "It's nothing really."
Rarity was about to protest when Inferno stepped in. "All the same, thanks princess. By the way, Burst's gonna be coming to Canterlot too. Just thought you'd like to know when your boyfriend's dropping in!" 
Celestia blushed lightly at hearing this. "I'll...leave you to get settled. Enjoy your stay." And with that, Princess Celestia left the two to get their belongings sorted out. As soon as they were unpacked, Rarity slipped on a hat.
"Might as well see some of the city while we're here. You up for a little walk darling?" Rarity asked in a playful tone.
Inferno smiled. "We've tangled with nightmare creatures and Discord. A little extra walking's not gonna hurt." As the couple walked the streets of Canterlot, Inferno took note of how highly the people carried themselves. Snob central up in here. I can almost taste it in the air here. Inferno then smiled when he looked at Rarity carrying Opal. Heh. That cat would fit right in here. Rarity soon stopped by a cafe to rest a bit, and Inferno grabbed a seat as well.
"Inferno? Opalesence? Do you know what I love about Canterlot?" Rarity asked.
Inferno shook his head while Opal simply licked away at her milk dish. "No. But do tell."
Rarity giggled before taking a sip of her tea. "Everything! I may have been born in Ponyville, but I am a Canterlot woman at heart! Now I know that we're here only to pick up some fabrics for the shop. But Twilight was such a dear to get us that suite at the castle I simply MUST make her something to express my gratitude!"
"You wouldn't be you if you didn't." Inferno said with a loving smile. "So have you got any ideas?"
Rarity surveyed her surroundings, and an idea came to her! "Aha! A new outfit for her birthday party this weekend! It's perfect! Oh, don't you just love it here?" Inferno was about to speak when he and Rarity noticed the shadows of a rich couple of magi standing over them.
"Please excuse our interruption." The man said. "I'm Jet Set and this is wife Upper Crust. We saw you from across the cafe, and just had to find out.."
"Where DID you get that simply marvelous, hat?" Upper Crust finished.
"Oh, this old thing?" Rarity asked. "Oh, it's just something I-" Rarity was soon interrupted by a window washer who mentioned an encounter that he had with her back in Ponyville. Instantly, the rich couple was revolted by Rarity simply talking to the poor guy.
"You're from Ponyville?" Jet Set asked with disgust. He instantly recoiled when Inferno got in his face.
"You got a problem with that?" Inferno asked calmly. However, he still kept his eyes an inch from Jet Set's face.
Upper Crust's eyes went wide. "Wait. You're that delinquent who knocked poor Blublood out cold at the gala!"
"I wouldn't call a creep like him poor." Inferno shot back. "He treated my girlfriend badly, so I taught him a lesson."
Jet Set simply scoffed before replying. "It figures a Ponyville low-life would date a delinquent." The two huffed and were on their way.
Inferno scowled at the couple as they left before turning to Rarity. "Come on Rarity. Let's head back to our suite. I'll fly us there." Inferno scooped Rarity into his arms, and soon took off. Landing at the door to their suite shortly. He also took note of Rarity's distress. "Rarity, don't let what they say get to you. Maybe you're just not cut-out for a place like this." However, Inferno's words didn't even reach Rarity's ears as she walked over to her drawing board.
"'Too country...'" Rarity muttered. "..Not something you can get in Canterlot..." Rarity slipped on her glasses and set to work sketching a new design. "I'll show them something worthy of Canterlot!" Inferno and Opal looked on with concerned looks on their faces. Later, Rarity had Inferno come along on a material run. Rarity was carrying a good portion of the materials she'd bought in her magic. She was going on about how the design would look ambitious and grand. However, she soon bumped into a man because she was so caught up in her rambling. Inferno frowned when he saw that it was yet another high-class couple they'd bump into. Rarity on the other hand, was awed at who she'd bumped into. "Fancy Pants..." Inferno took in the man's appearance. He wore a standard black suit and tie, a monocle, and his blue hair was styled like a gentleman. But what put Inferno off was his manners.
"I say, that's one way to make an introduction." Fancy Pants said with a smile as he dusted himself off.
"Oh goodness! I am so sorry! I-I didn't see you there!" Rarity apologized. "I've just got so many bags, and I was trying to get back to my suite at the castle, and..."
This bit piques Fancy's interest. "You're..staying at the castle?"
"Well, the princess invited me and my boyfriend to stay in one of the suites." Rarity answered as Inferno helped her pick up some of the scattered materials. 
"You know the princess?" Fancy asked.
Inferno nodded. "She is the Element of Generosity." Inferno was soon put off by Fancy looking him over. 
"You. You're the young man who struck Prince Blueblood at the gala, correct?" Fancy asked.
Inferno narrowed his eyes. "You got a problem with me doing that too?"
Fancy smiled. "My good man. You have NO idea how long I've waited to see someone do that. Good show."
Inferno's frown instantly turned into a smile. "You're cool. Name's Inferno Flare."
"It certainly reflects your fiery attitude." Fancy said with a polite smile.
Rarity smiled nervously. "Yes, well, I'm making an ensemble for a friend of mine. Her birthday's this weekend and I really must be going! Sorry I bumped into you!" Rarity had all the materials levitating in her magic's blue aura, and soon was on her way.
"I'm not." Fancy said with a good-natured chuckle. "You are obviously somebody worth bumping into." Rarity was in awe of Fancy's kind words. "Listen. I've a VIP box reserved at the Wonder Bolts Derby this afternoon. Would you be so kind as to join me and a few of my companions?"
"Me?" Rarity asked.
"Well of course my dear. You and your special someone." Fancy said with a smile.
"Eh. As long as it doesn't get in the way of Twilight's outfit being made." Inferno said with a shrug.
"We'd love to see you there miss..?"
"Rarity." Rarity answered. As soon as Fancy left, Inferno took note of how in awe Rarity was. Rarity and Inferno went back to their suite, and Rarity began pacing listing the pros and cons of the Fancy Pants' generous offer. "Pro: Going to the derby is a once in a lifetime opportunity. Con: Going to the derby cuts into the amount of time I have to finish Twilight's outfit. Pro: Fancy Pants is the most important person in Canterlot. His stamp of approval could mean big things for me here. Con: Twilight's party might not be as sophisticated as the derby. But that doesn't mean I shouldn't put all of my energy into creating her birthday ensemble. My Ponyville friends will appreciate my hard work more than anybody." Rarity paused. "I'd hate to let them down."
Inferno took a deep breath as he walked up to Rarity and put his arms around her. "Rarity? This might seem like an odd time to bring it up, but do you remember the incident with the gala dresses?"
Rarity blinked. "Well...yes darling. You really saved my career that day with your plan. Why?"
"Let me tell you a little story from my old performing days. When my band was on tour, we always aimed to play our best no matter what. Surely enough, we got pretty famous. Lots of people liked our music."
"Well, it sounds like you made a lot of people happy." Rarity said with a smile.
Inferno took a deep breath. "That was the problem. While fans loved us, and casual listeners rocked out, critics hated us. They said our music was part of a dying era. And they were relentless." Rarity's face saddened at hearing this. "But we didn't care. Their opinions didn't matter to us. So long as out listeners liked us, that was all that counted. But that didn't mean we debated ourselves on whether to appease the critics. In some cases, it was a lot like how you were so desperate to please your friends when you made those disaster dresses." Inferno looked Rarity in the eyes. "The point is, you can't make everyone happy. But what you can do is make the people who matter most to you smile. So I want to ask you: Who do you want to see smile more, and who's really important to you?"
Rarity stood deep in thought for a moment. Seriously contemplating what to do, and who she'd rather see happy. She then took a deep breath. "I've made my decision." Rarity took a piece of paper and started writing a letter. "Dear Fancy Pants. I must regret to inform you that I will not be able to make it to the derby. My friend's gift is a most pressing engagement, and one that will require my full attention. Sincerely, Rarity." Rarity summoned a messenger, and had the letter sent to Fancy Pants. She then breathed a sigh of relief before looking at Inferno. "Thank you darling. I needed that."
Inferno smiled. "No problem. Just living up to my potential. Now let's take a look at that dress design. I don't really see Twilight going around in something so over-the-top." 
Rarity took a quick look at her design. "Hmm. You're right. Well, it's a good thing she's got simple tastes." Rarity's thoughts then turned to Fancy Pants. "I do hope he's not upset that we couldn't make it."
Inferno put a hand on Rarity's shoulder. "Hey. If he's even half the gentleman he seems, he'd understand the importance of what this means to you. Now come on. Let's get this dress more in line with Twilight's style." Rarity smiled lovingly and the two set to work redesigning Twilight's outfit. The finished product was a simple pink and yellow dress was proudly displayed. "There. That's more towards Twilight's style."
Rarity smiled and nodded. "And we've finished with plenty of time to spare." Rarity then saw a letter come in through the suite's mail slot. She went over in a hurry, and eagerly opened the letter. "Dear Rarity. No need to apologize. I admire a person who has their priorities straight. If I may suggest a more opportune time, might you and Inferno join me at the Canterlot Garden Party? Sincerely, Fancy Pants."
"See? I told you he'd understand." Inferno said with a cheerful smile.
However, Rarity wasn't as elated. "Yes. It's nice that he understands darling. But I'm afraid that brings up another problem. The garden party is the same day as Twilight's birthday." Rarity sighed. "It looks like once again I must decline a high society event. But if anything, you've taught me to value the thoughts of the people important to me. The ones I really can't afford to let down."
Inferno scratched his head in thought. "Gee. Now I kinda feel bad about that. I know you love Canterlot Rarity. I know you were hoping to make your name here. Now it looks like I might've messed that up." Inferno's head drooped in shame. Rarity took notice, and cupped Inferno's face.
"Don't you DARE say that darling." Rarity said with a scolding tone. "You told me what I needed to hear. Much like back at the gala. You've more than lived up to your potential as an excellent boyfriend because you're the man I need in my life. Not the one I want. And while you can be blunt, it does serve as a good way to keep sight of what matters." Rarity then pulled Inferno into a tight hug. "And I can't say thank you enough times to cement that." Rarity smiled lovingly at Inferno. "I'll simply inform Fancy Pants that once again, we won't be able to attend. This time, I won't hesitate to proudly state where I'm from." Rarity wrote the letter, and summoned for the messenger to deliver it. "My friends are the most important people I know. I guess it helps that you reminded me of that. Now come! We'd better pack if we wish to arrive in Ponyville early!" The two set to work packing their bags, and were back in Ponyville by nightfall. 
Twilight's Birthday. The next day
Rarity smiled when she saw how happy Twilight was with her new outfit. "Once again. Another satisfied wearer." Rarity said with a nod. Inferno walked over and gave offered her a glass of punch. "Thank you darling." 
Inferno smiled before noticing someone coming into Sugarcube Corner. "Hey. I think there's someone who wants to see you." Inferno motioned to Fancy Pants walking through the doors.
"F-Fancy Pants?!" Rarity exclaimed. "W-Well I certainly didn't expect you to drop in here!"
Fancy Pants smiled. "A pleasure to see you as well Rarity." Fancy said with a small bow. "I simply wanted to meet the friends who mean so much to you. Would you do the honor of introducing me to them?"
Rarity smiled. "With pleasure." Rarity introduced Fancy Pants to all her friends.
"I must say Twilight. Your ensemble is beautiful." Fancy Pants said with a smile.
"Of course it is! Rarity made it!" Twilight said with a proud smile.
"I dare say it should be recommended to every lady in Canterlot!" Fancy Pants said proudly. "In fact, I think I'll do just that when I return. But sadly, I must bid you farewell. Until we meet again!" Rarity and Inferno smiled.
"You know? This turned out better than I thought." Rarity said with a content sigh.
Inferno shared a kiss with her. "Here's hoping that made it better." And the two shared a tight embrace.

	
		Episode 10: The Beast Within



	"Is Spike up yet?" Burst whispered.
"He should be up any moment now." Twilight answered. She then heard Spike coming down the stairs, and opened the blinds! 
"SURPRISE! HAPPY BIRTHDAY SPIKE!" Everyone cheered! Spike was shocked to see all his friends in the library. Each of them had presents in tow. Needless to say, he was pretty speechless. 
"Wow. This is the first time I've ever got this many presents." Spike said in awe. "I usually just get one from Twilight. A book." In response to Spike's statement, Twilight promptly hide the book she planned on giving Spike. Spike then proceeded to open all the presents he'd been given. "Best birthday I've ever had." Spike then headed to Sugar Cube Corner to get another surprise the Cakes had made for him. However, things took a downward spiral from there. Spike soon returned and had amassed all the objects he'd obtained in a single hoard. Burst noticed that Spike had also grown a bit since he had gone out.
"Um, Twilight? What do you know about the growth and development of dragons?" Burst asked.
"Not much." Twilight answered. "But why does that matter?"
"Twilight. Right now Spike's going through a rapid greed growth." Burst noted as both he and Twilight. "Dragons' hearts are greed-prone. But most dragons are trained to moderate their instincts. Spike on the other hand was raised by only you. And since he's at the age greed growth starts..." Burst pointed at Spike's new size. "It's out of control."
Twilight was equal parts shocked and fascinated. "So...how do you know about this?"
"Twilight. I'm an avatar from the dragon lineage. My parents made sure I knew about my dragon traits like having durable scales for skin, and enhanced strength and senses. They also made sure I know about the traits of regular dragons and other creatures when I was training after I dropped out of Celestia's School for Gifted Magi. However, those of the dragon lineage were blessed by noble dragons. So I don't have the greed growth instinct. But Spike does. It's natural for his species, but it's unstable since he was never told about it! And the bigger he gets, Spike's gonna get even greedier. That's why he's been grabbing so many things."
"Great! So how do we stop it?" Twilight asked hopefully.
"The most direct way is to get him to stop practicing greed." Burst answered. He then heard Spike walk out the library door. "Not good!" Burst and Twilight ran off to find Spike! They soon found him fighting with the CMC over Scootaloo's scooter. Burst grabbed Spike by the tail! "C'mon big guy! You're coming back home now!" 
"Spike...WANT!" Spike groaned! Twilight thought fast, and levitated a broom in her magic! Using it to lure Spike back to the library! Twilight threw the broom inside a room, and held the door shut with the help of Burst!
"How long do we need to ride this out?" Twilight asked.
"I have no idea!" Burst answered as they kept their backs pressed against the door. Soon, the struggling from the other side halted. Burst slowly opened the door as he summoned one of his blasters, and he and Twilight found Spike sitting atop a pile of books!"
"Oh, Spike! I just re-shelved this room!" Twilight groaned as she used her magic to pull away all the books. Burst and Twilight jumped when they heard the sound of a wall being smashed! "Ugh! What now?" Twilight opened the door to find an outilne of Spike that was in the place of where the room's wall once was.
"Really not good." Burst noted. "C'mon! We've got a dragon to track down!" Burst summoned his other Duelist Arms, and noted the concerned look on Twilight's face. "Don't worry. Duelist Arms can only cut down evil beings. Remember?" Twilight nodded. "Besides, dragons are incredibly durable. Spike's who we really need to worry about." The two followed Spike's trail. First they tried roping him at Sweet Apple Acres, but Twilight and Applejack got tied up instead. Burst cut them loose, and fired a shot from his blasters at Spike! Spike was dazed by the blasts while Burst tried to subdue him. However, the growing dragon was far from defenseless and tripped up Burst with his tail! Rainbow Dash noticed the commotion, and tried to help Burst hold down Spike! "He's...a lot toguher...now!" Burst groaned as Spike thrashed!
"Maybe we shouldn't have given him all those presents! WHOOOOAAA!" Rainbow Dash and Burst were thrown off by Spike and the dragon furthered his quest for more loot at Fluttershy's cottage! However, he did not expect Tyrannus to give him such resistance! Tyrannus grappled with Spike! Trying to tire the dragon out!
"Spike! What's gotten into you?!" Tyrannus demanded.
"SPIKE WANT!" Spike roared as he threw Tyrannus to the side! Fluttershy looked in with terrified eyes at seeing what Spike had become! Spike snatched up Fluttershy's chicken coop, and marched off to Sugar Cube Corner where Pinkie started pelting him with cakes! When the others arrived, Spike grew to a gigantic size!
"Uh...I don't suppose anyone's got a giant robot in their pockets?" Burst asked desperately. Spike roared as he stormed off to find more additions to his horde!
"He's completely out of control!" Twilight exclaimed. 
Burst then got an idea. "Maybe...but there's a way to use his greed growth against him! We just need to give him another sort of treasure! Are there any objects that hold great sentimental value to Spike?"
Twilight's eyes lit up! "Yes! There was a fire ruby he gave to Rarity just last week! He might not be pining for her, but he still thinks she's a really good friend. So he gave her the fire ruby he'd been saving for his birthday dinner! Let's just hope we can reach Rarity before he does!" The group rushed off to find Inferno fighting off Spike at Carousel Boutique! And oddly enough, Inferno was doing well! Most likely because he wanted to protect Rarity. Rarity soon stepped outside to see Inferno fighting the now gigantic Spike!
"Show that ruffian what for!" Rarity called out!
"I can't let loose because this 'ruffian' is Spike!" Inferno shot back! Rarity's eyes went wide with horror! She then looked at the necklace she'd made with the fire ruby Spike had given her. She then waved the necklace in front of Spike's eyes softened when he saw the necklace, and he gradually returned to his regular self.
"Uuhhggghhh...." Spike groaned as he fell to his back. "I don't think I wanna grow up anymore...." Everyone let out a sigh of relief when they saw Spike was back to normal.
Fang and Venus had just arrived on the scene and surveyed Spike's trail or rampage. "Well, let's face it. It's not as bad as that time an Ursa Minor took a stroll through here." Venus noted. 
Fang nodded. "Well, here's hoping the night's peaceful at least." Night soon fell, and Fang was souns asleep with Narico slumbering as well. However, and ominous purple glow came from Fang's Duelist Arm. A dark purple mist entered Fang's body, and changed him. Soon, a howl was heard through all of of Ponyville! Burst and the guys readied their own Duelist Arms, and went out decked in their pajamas. They saw a lone figure howling at the moon in the center of town! A wild red-violet tail swished as the being howled, and solid red eyes greeted them as the beast turned to face them! But what shocked them all was the Duelist Arm on the beast's left arm!
"FANG?!" The guys called out.  Fang had been transformed into a werewolf-like creature, and the beast only snarled in response and leaped at them! Inferno slashed across the transformed Fang's chest! A slash mark was apparent when the beast wailed in pain, and light seeped out of the wound!
"Okay guys! Whatever's got control of Fang is definitely evil! Otherwise, there wouldn't be a wound!" Burst noted.
"But how do we snap him out of it?" Ace asked.
Venus stepped forward. "Leave that to me." Venus readied his whip and stood at the ready. The possessed Fang snarled as he once again leaped at Venus! As quick as lightning, Venus coiled Fang in his whip! "Rose Blaze!" purple flames ignited along the lash of Venus' whip! The flames burned away at the beast! And in the process, Fang's true self was revealed! Unharmed by the flames! Venus pulled back, and Fang was set free from the malevolent force that was using his body! "Glad to have you back."
Fang moaned as he got to his feet. He stared furiously at the spirit standing before them! "So. You're the creep who took my body for a joyride earlier."
The spirit snarled. "Have you no respect for your elders?! I am Savage Howl! Your ancestor and brother to that cursed mutt Fenrir! Untold years I had been sealed away in that weapon. Waiting for another of the Wolf Enspiriter Lineage to take it up. And if you'll not heed the alpha of your pack, you shall pay!" Savage Howl charged at Fang! But Fang slashed across Savage Howl's chest with his Duelist Arm! Savage fell to one knee and saw that his spirit was starting to burn away! One last howl of anguish escaped as a surge of energy rushed into Fang! When the light faded, a wolf stood in Fang's place. Then, another flash of light turned the wolf into a wolf pup. And yet another turned the pup back into Fang. "Looks like my ancestors had one last gift for me." Fang said with a smile as he looked down at his Duelist Arm. "Hey Burst? Since we're all here, why not name our Duelist Arms? That way we personalize them to ourselves."
Inferno looked over his Duelist Arms. "Good idea. Hmm. My weapons reflect my fiery nature. So I'll name my sword Ignitis Fang and call my blaster Blackfire. Those sound pretty fitting."
"The monster spirits that gave me my Duelist Arms called themselves the dragon knights." Ace said as he inspected his own weapons. "I'll call my sword Fang of the Dragon Knights, my shield Resolve of the Dragon Knights, and I'll call the scarf Wings of the Dragon Knights."
Steel nodded before naming his Duelist Arms. "I think I'll call mine Arms of Honor. They became Duelist Arms when I was true to my element. So there's not really any other name fitting for them."
"I'm not one to give up easy." Ice noted as he looked at his Duelist Arm. "Archfiend Dragon's Tenacity sounds like a good name for my claymore."
Shadow inspected his spear. "My weapon can be used to defend just as much for attacking. And given that the dragon it's modeled after looks like it came from the heavens, I'll call it Celestial Protector."
"Well, my whip's got a lot of fury to it." Venus said noting the power his Duelist Arm had displayed earlier. "I'll name mine Roses' Wrath."
Fang looked over his Duelist Arm. "The claws on this gauntlet can reave through evil. Like that spirit they destroyed. Sending it to meet its final destiny. So I'll call mine Destiny Reaver."
"I don't have any to name yet." Tyrannus said with a shrug. "That just leaves you Burst."
Burst looked over his sword and blasters. "Given my blasters are identical, I'll call them Twin Burst. As for my sword, I'll call it Bahamut Edge. Now all we gotta do is help the girls name theirs." Burst and the guys met with the girls, and told them about how they'd named their weapons. Twilight called her staff Magic Unbound, Fluttershy named her healer staff Mercy's Embrace, Applejack called her twin crossbows True Aim, Rainbow decided to name her boomerang Storm of Loyalty, Rarity dubbed her steel fan Adamant Generosity, and Pinkie called her yoyo Joy's Wrath. As soon as they were done, Fang made the mistake of showing off his new abilities. Fluttershy had to be pried off him as she tried to keep him as her permanent snuggle pet.
Note to self. Avoid Fluttershy's snuggles. Fang grimaced as Fluttershy tightened her grip as his friends tried to pry her off.

	
		Episode 11: Hearth's Warming



	Burst took a deep breath as he stuck his head outside of his bedroom window. He gazed at the snow lightly falling, and smiled. "Yep. Looks like my favorite time of year's come around again. Can't wait for Hearth's Warming!" Burst set to work packing his bags for his return trip to Canterlot. "Can't wait to spend some time with Mom and Dad back home!" Burst checked his mailbox before leaving, and found a letter from Celestia. He instantly blushed at reading its contents. "Wow. That's a pretty big request of her. Better check in with my parents on this matter."  Burst finished packing, and headed for the train station. He found the girls and the rest of the guys were there too. "Looks like we're all headed to the same place. Next stop Canterlot." Burst and his friends boarded the train. 
"Must feel pretty good to be headed back home. Right Burst?" Inferno asked.
Burst nodded. "Yeah. So how're all of you spending your Hearth's Warming Eve?"
"We'll be with our special someones for the most part." Steel noted. "Ace, Ice, and Shadow flew back to Cloudsdale to get home before the snow really started to fall. Venus and Fang are staying in Ponyville. So I guess that just leaves you, me, Inferno, and Ty heading to Canterlot with the girls. Speaking of special somebodies..." Steel said with a smirk. "I take it you're planning on giving Princess Celestia a gift fit for royalty?"
Burst rolled his eyes. "No. But I do plan on giving her something that comes from the heart. First? I gotta see my parents." The train soon arrived in Canterlot, and Burst flew off toward his old home. He then knocked on the door, and his mother Lumina answered. "Hi Mom!"
"Burst!" Lumina pulled her son into a tight hug! "Oh, it's so good to have you home! Come on in!" Burst smiled, and followed his mother inside his old home. "Aether! Burst's back!"
"It's been some time Burst." Aether said with a smile. Burst was almost the spitting image of his father. Except Aether's skin was snowy white and he had hair to match. Unlike Burst whose white skin had a light blue tint to it. "You've been pretty busy while you were away." Aether motioned to all the newspaper clippings that highlighted the adventures of Burst and his friends. "Plus, it seems you've gotten quite popular with a certain beloved princess." Aether said with a knowing smile. Burst looked to the collection of articles, and found a picture of him and Celestia kissing! "Then again, I had the tendency to get attached to beautiful women. So you one-up-ed me by dating a literal goddess!" Burst shared a laugh with his family before bringing forth the subject he had observed in Celestia's letter to him.
"Yeah...about that Dad? I got a letter from Celestia." Burst said as he fished the letter out of his coat pocket. "She says that she wants me to spend Hearth's Warming Eve with her at the castle. But...you and Mom are my family." Burst's face saddened. "Some of my best memories come from this time of the year..."
Aether put a hand on his son's shoulder. "Burst. You not only kept your promise to Princess Celestia, but you've also captured her heart. And I'd say she's captured yours as well. We are your family, but she's your first love. And you're also living your own life now. These past two years have been full of firsts for you. This invitation from the princess is just another milestone. Go to her." Aether said with a smile
Lumina giggled. "I had the exact same problem during our first Hearth's Warming together dear. But I followed my heart." Lumina then turned to her son. "Do the same for yourself Burst."
Burst smiled as he hugged his parents. "Thanks Mom and Dad." As soon as Burst pulled out of the hug, he slapped himself on the forehead! "Oh man! I didn't get a gift for Celestia!" Burst clutched his head in desperation! "AGH! I messed up big time!"
"I believe I've got a solution for that." Lumina said with a knowing smile. Lumina went over to a small box and pulled out a necklace. It had a large blue gem as the focus, and there seemed to be a dragon etched onto it. "The gem is called a dragon's heart. It's a very special gem that can only be shared between true lovers. And when it's shared with your soulmate, it gives off the most beautiful glow. Your dad gave it to me on our anniversary. Now it's your turn to give your heart to the one you love."
Burst gently took the necklace and secured it in his pocket. "Thanks Mom." Burst went outside, and flew off to Canterlot Castle. He presented Celestia's letter, and was soon lead to a lounge area this time around. Burst found Celestia sipping on some hot chocolate while wearing a Santa hat. "Hi Celestia!" Burst greeted.
Celestia smiled as she set down her mug and wrapped Burst in a loving embrace. "I'm glad you could make it." Celestia then blushed. "You know, this is my first time spending Hearth's Warming with a boyfriend."
"It's new for me too." Burst then smiled affectionately as he wrapped his arms around Celestia. "But then again, I'll be able to keep My Little Princess warm through the cold." The two brought their lips together for a passionate kiss. The two soon broke the kiss, and Burst surveyed the decorated halls of the castle. "This time of year really brings everyone together, doesn't it? It united the different human tribes, and gave birth to where we call home. It really is the most wonderful time of the year."
Celestia smiled. "It's true. Everyone's so happy and together." Celetia then put a hand over her heart. "It really does make you feel warm inside." She then looked at Burst. "Kind of how you make me feel my sunshine."
Burst blushed. "I could say the same about you. So, is there anything you'd like to do? Twilight and her friends should be putting on their Hearth's Warming play soon."
"It'd be fun to see how it turns out." Celestia said with a warm smile. "Just let me grab my coat." Celestia then returned with a red coat. "Well, let's not delay!" Burst and Celestia soon took flight and landed at the theater. "You know, I've been wondering. How are you not cold?"
"It's this coat. My mom made it." Burst answered as he looked his white coat over. "She used a special fiber to craft it. It's good at maintaining body heat, and it's pretty durable. That's why it didn't get torn up in all the battles I've fought." Burst looked at Celestia with a warm smile. "Of course, it could just be your warm personality." Celestia giggled and the two soon took their seats in the theater. The two watched the play unfold. All the girls are perfect for their roles. No wonder Celestia picked them out! Burst thought as he looked on with a smile. The play soon ended, and Burst got up to stretch as he and Celestia left the theater. He then noticed Celestia looking at him almost longingly. "Celestia? What's up?"
"Oh. Just a realization." Celestia said witha  light blush.
Burst tilted his head in interest. "And what would that be?"
"Seeing the girls put on the play made me realize why I love you." Celestia answered. "It's because I don't need a mask when I'm around you." Celestia took a deep breath. "I am a princess and a goddess. But at the same time, I'm flesh and blood. I still love, laugh, cry, and hurt like anyone else. But because I have such a responsibility, I can't afford to always let everything out because my people look to me as a symbol." Celestia's face saddened. "The only person that I could confide in was Luna. But then..." Celestia shut her eyes at the memory and shook her head. "Well, you know what happened. For so long, I've longed for someone who just saw me as a person. Someone to share joy with, cry upon, and to love me just like anyone else." Celestia smiled at Burst as a tear of joy trickled down her cheek. "That's what made me so happy when you addressed me so casually after my sister's return." She then giggled. "The first thing that came to your mind was that you gave me that Optimus Prime plushie was so adorable. Also, you wear no mask yourself. You're not afraid to speak your mind." Celestia then clamped her hands on Burst's shoulders. "I love you Burst. With every bit of my heart. You truly make my days brighter my sunshine."
Burst had never felt so warm at his core. This woman. This amazing woman was here pouring her heart out to him. But what really made Burst melt was the fact he had made her so happy. "Well, I made that promise all those years ago just to see you smile..." Burst put a hand on Celestia's face. "And I've never seen anything more beautiful sight. Or a more beautiful soul." Burst craned his neck, and tilted his head as he and Celestia shared a passionate kiss. The world just seemed to melt away as the two expressed their love. Burst soon broke the kiss for air. "So...do you want me to walk you back to your place?" Burst offered Celestia his hand, and she gladly accepted.
"I would love that." Celestia said lovingly. The two headed back to Canterlot Castle. Enjoying the sights around them as they walked. "I hope you don't mind staying for dinner."
Burst smiled. "Time to see if your chefs can beat my mom's cooking!" The chefs prepared a fine meal for the two, and they soon dined in peace. "The steak tastes awesome!" Burst said in between mouthfuls! Celestia giggled at the sight of Burst's enthusiasm for a good meal.
"You know, you're kind of like a big kid at heart." Celestia said fondly before she took a bite of her own meal.
Burst beamed. "That's probably why I enjoy this time of year so much! I'd ask what's for dessert, but I'm pretty stuffed." Burst then looked at Celestia. "But...I think there's one sweet thing we can fit in." Burst walked over to Celestia who was blushing at how close Burst was to her. She then melted into the kiss Burst gave her. "How was that?"
"Delicious." Celestia said with a loving look in her eyes. An idea then came to her as she looked at the piles of snow that blocked the roads. "Well, it looks like we won't be going anywhere for a while..." Burst put a finger to Celestia's lips.
"You don't need any excuses." Burst said lovingly. "I'd be more than happy to keep you company." Night soon fell, and Burst found himself sharing a bed with Celestia. "I forgot to pack my pajamas, so I'll just sleep shirtless. Or coatless in my case." Burst climbed under the sheets, and soon found himself facing Celestia. "It can get cold at night. Hope you don't mind snuggling."
Celestia smiled as she held Burst close. "No one I'd rather have to keep me warm." The two soon fell asleep in each other's arms. That night, Inferno, Steel, and Tyrannus also dreamed of the ones they loved. Luna, satisfied that all was well, returned to her own slumber. However, as soon as she left, a new presence entered the dream realm. Nightmare Moon looked over Inferno and Rarity's dreams.
"Time to see how much I've recovered." Nightmare's hands glowed with a blue light as she linked the dreams to each other. Inferno spotted Rarity in the crowd, and walked over to her as soon as he finished performing. The two reacted to seeing each other, and shared a hug and kiss. Seeing such a happy dream filled Nightmare with a sense of satisfaction. She moved on to Fluttershy and Tyrannus. Linking their dreams of peacefully slumbering together. Then she moved over to Steel and Rainbow Dash. Setting up a dream that the two were in a kissing competition. Both of them won. Nightmare then admired her work. "I guess...it really does take a nightmare to know what a sweet dream really is." Nightmare then drifted across the dream realm, and stopped when she came to Burst and Celestia. She considered linking the dreams, but was surprised to find they were already linked. As she observed Burst and Celestia's dreams, she felt something stir inside her. Longing. She was about to alter the dream, but stopped when she saw Burst's smile. Nightmare managed a small smile. "Any more perfect, and they'd wake up." Nightmare drifted out of the dream realm and returned to the real world. But to her shock, she felt more solid. More whole before shaking her head and drifting off to her own slumber.
Hearth's Warming Day
Burst woke up with a happy yawn as he looked at the peaceful smile on Celestia's face. He then stared over at his coat. Burst got out of bed, and pulled the necklace he'd been saving for this day before gently nudging Celestia awake. "Wake up beautiful." Celestia stretched her arms as she rose. "Happy Hearth's Warming. I got you something." Burst showed the necklace he was holding. "You've given me your heart. Let me give you mine." As Burst put the necklace on Celestia, the gem gave off a beautiful glow.
"Makes me wish I got you something." Celestia said as she admired the necklace.
"What're you talking about?" Burst asked with a loving smile. "I have you don't I?"
Celestia smiled as she touched her forehead to Burst's. "I could say the same about you."

	
		Episode 12: Memories



	It was Family Appreciation Day in Ponyville. Ace, Ice, and Shadow watched as all the families went about. Seeing everyone so happy couldn't help but put a smile on the brothers' faces. However, less than pleasant memories began to surface as Ice looked down at his hands. While they were now dark grey, like they had originally been, it was not that long ago that his skin was pitch black and his eyes had slit pupils. Shadow noted his brother's troubled expression. "You alright Ice? You look kinda out of it."
Ice shook his head. "It's nothing. Just...memories. That's all." Ice said with a small smile.
"Was it...about your time in the Nightmare Forces?" Shadow asked.
Ice took a deep breath and sighed. "Yeah. It is"
"Ice...those days are behind us." Ace said as he put a hand on Ice's shoulder. "All the Nightmare Forces are destroyed."
"I know." Ice then looked at the ground in shame. "I know I've been forgiven for what I've done. But there's one thing I'll never forgive myself for. I can never forgive myself for separating us and breaking that pact we made as kids." Ice chuckled bitterly at the memory. "I'm not constantly tormented or tortured by it, but the fact I did so still stings in my heart."
"You're not alone Ice." Shadow noted. "We were all hurt by what you did. But we're still here in the end. Right bro?"
Ice managed a small smile. "Yup. Still bros. Still family. Still single." The three brothers then collectively sighed at the last statement.
"Regardless, we've been through a lot together." Ace said with a smile. "Besides. We're part of a bigger family now. Burst and the other guys. Not to mention Twilight and the girls."
"And speaking of that last statement, I have a solution!" Shadow announced proudly! "On Heart's Day, we shall assemble all our fellow single memebers of the team and list the qualities we look for in a soulmate! Then we can each find our special someone!" Shadow raised his fist into the air in triumph! Both Ace and Ice chuckled at the sight of Shadow.
"Sometimes I don't know what we'd do without you Shadow." Ace said.
"Probably get grounded a lot more." Shadow said with a chuckle. "I still remember having to cover your butts for that stunt you two pulled back in elementary school with trying to ride that thunder cloud?"
"Really? You always save our hides?" Ice asked with a smirk. "I remember when you thought it was a good idea to try and make it snow inside the house with that snow cloud! We had to cover that it was our stupid idea!"
Ace chuckled. "Wasn't I the one who usually had to come up with the excuses in any case? Plus, there was the time all three of us had the bright idea to devour all the ice cream in the fridge as fast as we could. I still remember us having brain freeze for hours." The brothers shared a laugh. "I swear by Celestia our parents will never let us live that moment of foolishness down!" The trio of brothers headed off to enjoy the rest of Family Appreciation Day. "We faced the Nightmare Forces just like how we face life. Same goes for anything that stands in out way"
The three brothers raised their fists to the air. "TOGETHER!"

	
		Episode 13: Serious Levity



A young man sat crossed-legged atop the roof of a buidling in Ponyville. The sun shined down on him nearly illuminating his light tan skin, and making his crimson hair seem to glow in the light as it and his crimson scarf seemed to blow gently as a breeze passed by. He took in a deep breath. I don't know why everyone I met on the way here said this place was crazy. The young man then looked from his view point. He could see the whole town, and yet he himself was out of sight. His ninja garb certainly made his occupation clear. It looks so peaceful. He then noticed Pinkie Pie merrily bouncing along her way. He couldn't help but smile. Well, everyone does seem happy here. That girl especially. The young man then was confused when Pinkie gasped as a lock of her hair seemed to form a radar. What's got her freaking out? She seemed so cheerful earlier. He then saw Pinkie following what he assumed was a trail. This girl's certainly an interesting one. Soon, Pinkie vanished from his field of vision. "Where did she disappear to?" The young man scratched his head. Unaware that Pinkie was a few feet away from him on the rooftop. A big smile on her face. Pinkie zipped up to him, and shattered the silence.
"HI!" Pinkie greeted loudly! The young man nearly jumped five feet in the air before coming back down to the rooftop! He then clutched his heart in an effort to calm its rapid beating! "I'm Pinkie Pie! What's your name?"
The young man's heart finally settled back to its normal beat. How did she get up here so fast? I haven't met a person alive who's gotten the drop on me so easily! "I am called Akage. Akage Strider. Pleased to meet you Pinkie Pie. But...how did you find me?"
Pinkie giggled. "My Pinkie-Sense silly! It tells me when something's gonna happen! Like when there's a new person I haven't met in Ponyville!" Pinkie beamed with pride as she stated her most exceptional ability. “So are staying here? Huh? Huh?”
Akage stared dumbfounded at the Pinkie. Seems her name matches her color. Full of energy. “I am new here, yes. But the fact remains, I have no place of dwelling.” Akage was further surprised by the bonecrushing hug Pinkie wrapped him in!
“I know exactly where you can stay!” Pinkie dragged Akage along to Sugar Cuber Corner and asked if Akage could stay with her. The Cakes couldn’t say no to her face, but Akage insisted that he at least work so he wasn’t a free-loader.
“It’s no trouble. Plus, I have experience.” Akage said with a small smile. Akage fondly remembered the baking he’d practiced in his freetime. “Also, I’d hate to let your kindness go unpaid.” The Cakes accepted the conditions, and Akage soon settled in. Akage was about to set out his sleeping bag when Pinkie pointed to the top bunk of her bed. Akage couldn’t help but notice that Pinkie looked familiar. “Pardon me asking, but are you one of the Elements of Harmony?”
Pinkie nodded happily. “Yep! Element of Laughter at your service! But me and the girls aren’t the only set of elements! I’ve got plenty of guy friends now too! I’ll introduce you to everyone tomorrow!” Pinkie then hugged Akage tightly once again. “Well, back to work! C’mon!”
Akage smiled as he saw Pinkie go off to her work as he slipped on an apron. She certainly knows how to make people smile. He then noted her usual outfit: A light pink top with three balloons on the front, pink sneakers, and blue jeans. She’s pretty cute too. Akage soon got to work helping out in the bakery area. He then noticed Mr. Cake having some trouble cutting through a very thick cake. “Excuse me? Might I be of some help?”
“I certainly hope so.” Mr, Cake said. “This cake’s been giving me trouble ever since it came out of the oven!”
Akage pulled out the sword he usually carried on his back, and tossed the cake into the air! In a series of lightning fast slashes, the cake now stood cut into eight pieces. “Much better, don’t you think?” Akage said with a smile before heading back to work. “Let me know if there’s any other difficulties you need me to cut down.” Mr. Cake just stared dumbfounded at how easily Akage cleaved through the monster of a cake! Akage in the meantime was helping out Pinkie at the register and taking care of the various orders customers had placed. Never a slow day here. Plus, it’s pretty fun working here. Akage then looked at Pinkie. She’s really well-suited for this job. Work soon ended for the day, and Akage removed his apron with a content sigh and saw Pinkie approach him. “So how was my trial run?”
Pinkie beamed. “Congrats! You’re on full-time now!” 
Akage winced a little as Pinkie hugged him. The hugs are tight. But at least they’re warm. “So, I guess I’m meeting all your friends now?”
“Uh huh!” Pinkie said with an excited nod. “I’ve gotta show them my new friend too!”
Akage was confused. “New friend?”
“You silly!” Pinkie said with a giggle. And with that, she zipped off dragging Akage along! The rest of the Main 6 and the Elements of Heroism were discussing getting in more weapons training when Pinkie showed up with Akage in tow. “Hi everyone!” Pinkie then presented Akage to everyone. “This is Akage! He’s new in Ponyville and he’s staying with me at Sugar Cube Corner!” Pinkie said ecstatically before pointing to each of her friends. “This is Twilight, Applejack, Rarity, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy, Burst, Inferno, Steel, Ty, Ace, Shadow, Ice, Venus, and Fang!”
“Hi.” Akage said with a simple wave.
“Hm. I’m impressed.” Twilight said with a nod. “I didn’t think there was anyone who could adapt to Pinkie’s randomness so quickly.”
Akage’s mind flashed back to his training. Part of being a ninja, in addition to stealth, was learning to adapt to ever-changing situations. “Let’s just say I have experience with the unexpected.” Akage said with a small smile before bowing. “I must say. It’s an honor to meet you all. The stories of The Elements of Harmony and The Elements of Heroism have travelled far and wide.”
“Nice to know we’re popular.” Burst joked. Steel was the next to speak.
“So you got a blade to match the ninja garb?” Steel asked with a grin.
Akage looked over his garb and blinked at the group. “You’re...not surprised by me being a ninja?”
Inferno chuckled. “Dude. We’ve faced nightmare creatures and a spirit of chaos. Trust us. Having a ninja walking around Ponyville is pretty normal by comparison.” The group then paused when they heard Pinkie gasp.
“I just remembered something! Gotta go!” Pinkie zipped off, and Akage just shrugged.
“You know? I’m surprised with how quickly you’ve adjusted to Pinkie.” Twilight said as she looked at Akage. “Heck, I nearly went half crazy trying to figure out her Pinkie sense.”
Akage smiled. “Sometimes the most wonderful things are the ones that need no explanation.” Akage looked in the direction Pinkie zipped off to. “They just...are. But I do wonder why she went off in the first place.”
Burst smiled. “Oh, I’d say we can find out right about now. C’mon.” The group led Akage to Sugarcube Corner. As soon as Akage opened the door, he was greeted with a faceful of confetti and streamers!
“SURPRISE!” Pinkie shouted! “WELCOME TO PONYVILLE!”
Akage blinked before smiling. “I’d hate to tell you this, but I was expecting you’d pull something like this.”
Pinkie gasped in surprise. “What?! How did you guess?”
“You’re a surprise yourself.” Akage said with a chuckle. “Quite a pleasant one I might add. But this is probably the only time anyone will guess right when trying to predict you.” Akage then felt himself get tackled to the floor in a hug as Pinkie nuzzled against his face. 
“Awww~!” Pinkie said sweetly. “Thanks Akage! Now come on! It’s party time!” And from there, the party went into full-swing. Akage found himself becoming close friends with Steel. The two got into a pretty good conversation about swords and other melee weapons.
“I must say. Your Duelist Arms sound like quite the weapons.” Akage said with a nod. “Especially if they’re durable enough to tank hits from the Spirit of Chaos.”
Steel nodded proudly. “Yep! Arms of Honor were built to last. Heck, Burst’s sword, Bahamut Edge, clashed againt Nightmare Moon! Even fought her to a draw!”
“You forgot to mention that I slugged Discord in the face.” Burst said with a chuckle. “But weapons will only do so much for a person. They depend on their user.”
Akage nodded knowingly. “Indeed. Though I’d say your Duelist Arms are in the hands of ideal users. And that the users are in good hands with each other as well. In truth, your two teams of elements seem to work quite well together.”
“You and Pinkie DO make a cute couple.” Burst said with a chuckle.
Akage did his best to conceal the fiery blush that came from Burst’s observation. “Well a girl like her is easy to like. She was kind enough to share her room with me. I figured I might as well put myself to good use around the place.” Akage said with a small smile. “She’s seems to make everyone laugh and smile. No wonder she’s the Element of Laughter. Though in addition to her, I didn’t expect to make close friends already.”
Steel patted Akage on the back. “Anytime you wanna spar ninja boy, I’ll be waiting to cross blades!” Akage smiled, and went to the karaoke machine. In which he and the guys belted out as many Power Rangers themes as possible.
A month came and went, and Akage found Pinkie fawning over the Cakes’ babies. A Magi girl named Pumpkin and a Skyborn boy named Pound. Akage couldn’t help but smile as Pinkie played with them. “So I take it you’ve been left to care for these two for the night?”
Pinkie nodded ecstatically. “Uh huh! Mr. and Mrs. Cake let me take care of them! It’s gonna be super fun!”
Akage frowned slightly. “I don’t know Pinkie. Taking care of little ones can be a difficult task.” Akage eyes Pound and Pumpkin cautiously. “I’d suggest keeping a close eye on them.” Akage was then surprised when Pound crawled over, and tugged on his leg. Akage couldn’t help but smile at the baby as he lifted him up. “Then again, I guess we all drove our parents crazy when we were born.” Akage chuckled as Pound tugged at his hair and soon set him down. “This is a pretty big responsibility. Have you ever babysat before?”
Pinkie giggled. “Oh, relax Akage! It shouldn’t be that hard!” She had no idea how wrong she was. As soon as the Cakes left, Pound and Pumpkin started crying! “Uh-oh. Don’t cry little friends! Look! Look!” Pinkie did a nother game of Where’s Pinkie Pie, but that didn’t seem to have much of an effect. Akage decided now would be a good time to step in. He scooped up the twins, and gently rocked them. Pinkie was shocked. “What?! But! How?!”
Akage smiled. “Sometimes excitement’s not always the answer.” He then looked down at the twins who were now giggling happily. “There we go. Now let’s look at that list the Cakes left us.” The next item on the list was snack time. However, that didn’t go as smoothly as Pinkie or Akage had hoped. Pumpkin tried to chew on the tablecloth, and Pound threw his own food bowl onto his head! Pinkie resorted to pouring a whole bag of flower onto herself and sneezing just to get the twins giggling again. She quickly dusted herself off and moved to the bathroom to give the twins a bath. The twins then promptly started crawling all over the place and avoiding Pinkie’s reach. Both Pinkie and Akage had to almost drag them into the tub! To keep them pacified, they filled the tub with floating objects. However, the twins soon started crying again and Pound knocked loose one of the pipes! Sending a jet of water right at Pinkie and Akage! The two were so caught off-guard that they were sent crashing through the door! Pinkie sighed as she grabbed another bag of flour and threw it on herself. But because she was soaked from the water, it wound up becoming dough on her. Soon enough, the time came for the twins’ diapers to be changed. Akage handed Pinkie his scarf. “It’ll make a good breathing mask if you wrap it around tightly.” Akage pulled out his mouth mask from under his garb, and used it to filter out the stench. 
“Here goes nothing...” Pinkie snuck atop one of the cribs, but the twins spotted her and ran off! 
“Here we go again.” Akage said with a sigh as he and Pinkie began scouring the room for the twins. They soon found them, and struggled to get the fresh diapers on the squirming infants! Pound Cake even bopped Akage in the cheek! “Well. He certainly lives up to his name.” Akage stated. 
“Stay still! Almost-!” Pinkie cried as she tried to restrain Pumpkin! However, the struggle ended with the fesh diapers Pinkie had being hung over her head. She then heard the bell ring, and saw Twilight! “You have no idea what our day’s been like!” She then looked to Akage running after the twins.
“I...think I have a pretty good idea.” Twilight said as she watched Akage struggle to get the diapers onto Pound and Pumpkin. “That’s why I stopped by. I figured you could use some help. Babies are a big responsibility, and not everyone’s cut-out for it.”
Pinkie frowned. “Oh yeah? Well Akage and I are quite busy with our responsibilities. Sorry Twilight. But I’ve got no time to visit!” Pinkie then slammed the door shut as soon as Twilight was outside. “Even together, the twins are a handful!” Pinkie said with an exhausted sigh.
“Tell me about it.” Akage said with a groan. He had successfully gotten the twins into their fresh diapers. However, Pumpkin was now trying to chew on his hair. “Well, at least we can say we know how parents feel.”
Pinkie giggled at Akage’s view of the situation. “Good thing you know how to make the serious silly! Now to get these two little ones to bed.” Getting the twins into their cribs was easy. It was getting them to stay still that was the hard part. Pinkie scolded the twins, and that seemed to do the trick. Both she and Akage breathed a sigh of relief before pulling a blanket over the sleeping twins. “Sleep tight.”
“Not bad Pinkie. Not bad at all.” Akage said with an approving smile. The two left the twins alone to sleep. However, Akage noticed the twins had disappeared just before closing the door! Both of them scrambled all over the room in their search for the twins! They found Pumpkin in the closet, and got her back into the crib. However, Pound was still missing. “I’ll watch Pumpkin. You keep looking for Pound.” Akage stood watching Pumpkin repeatedly chew on a rubber chicken. “How did you even get out of the crib?” Pinkie’s search soon ended with her seeing Pound Cake using his wings to fly and crawl along the ceiling! Akage couldn’t  help but be impressed, and had a small smile on his face at witnessing Pound’s use of wings. “Took me two years to learn how to crawl on walls during training. And this little guy does it in seconds.” Pinkie was jumping to try and get Pound off the ceiling. 
“Get... down... here... this... instant!” Pinkie pleaded as she failed every attempt to catch Pound! Akage made use of his ninja skills, and walked along the wall up to the ceiling. Pound giggled and flew over to him. Akage leapt off the ceiling and landed on his feet before placing Pound in the other crib. Pinkie breathed a sigh of relief. “Phew! Crisis averted.” Akage smiled, but then noticed the light blue aura covering Pumpkin’s hands as she levitated over a stuffed animal!
“I...think I know how she got out of the crib.” Akage noted. He then saw her try chewing on the stuffed animals.
“No. No. No Pumpkin.” Pinkie scolded as she grabbed the stuffed animal Pumpkin was chewing on. Only for the little Magi baby to levitate another stuffed animal to her gums. Pinkie then grabbed all the stuffed animals and locked them in the nearby toy chest. However, she then had to deal with Pumpkin. She grabbed hold of him, but he took off dragging her through Sugarcube Corner! 
“Pinkie, hold on!” Akage sprinted after them and found Pound creating a mess as he dragged Pinkie! He was further impressed by Pinkie’s grip on the little Skyborn. Akage soon grabbed Pound by the front, and the combined weight of him and Pinkie seemed to slow him down. The two managed to get back to the twins’ room, but Pumpkin covered herself in the aura of her magic so she could fly too! 
“Not you too!” Pinkie cried. She then trapped the twins under a basket and taped it down! “Now who’s the responsible one?” 
Pumpkin’s hands then lit up with a magic aura again, and she phased through the basket while Pound broke free with his wings! “Scratch that. Now I know how BOTH of them got out of the crib!” Akage then noticed Pinkie was on the verge of tears, and he decided to take in the whole situation. “You know Pinkie? It’s funny. Here we are. Two grown-ups. And we’re getting our butts handed to us by two babies.”
Pinkie blinked before giggling. “Yeah. I guess me wanting to be so responsible showed how silly I was being!” Pound and Pumpkin then stopped running around and went over to Pinkie and Akage. Nuzzling against the two. “Way to make a serious moment silly.”
Akage smiled. “Well, the serious times...are when we need to laugh the most.” An orange aura surrounded Akage for a moment before fading. “...Okay. That’s new.”
Pinkie just beamed. “You’ve awakened as an Element of Heroism.” Pinkie then looked over Akage. “Hmmm. Given how you found a serious thing funny, I’d say Levity is your element!”
Akage smiled. “Well I’ve awoken. No it’s time for these two little ones to sleep.” Pinkie and Akage put Pound and Pumpkin to bed, and set to work cleaning up the mess that was made. Mr. and Mrs. Cake soon returned home, and were pretty happy with the job Pinkie and Akage had done. They even asked them to be their go-to babysitters. Akage bowed. “It would be our honor.”
The next day, Akage informed the guys about his awakening as an Element of Heroism. “So are there any more slots on the team?”
Steel grinned. “Akage. There’s always room for heroes. BTW, you bring your sword?”
Akage smiled as he unsheathed his blade. Steel summoned his sword from his Arms of honor. “Come at me bro!” And the two sword masters clashed

	
		Episode 14: Changes



Narico woke up with a yawn as he stretched. His horn glowed withe a green light, and he was soon enveloped in a flash of green flame before he assumed his human form. The only difference between it and his true form was that his eyes looked more like a human’s, his horn and wings were absent. “Yup. Perfect.” Narico got changed and headed downstairs where his adoptive big brother, Fang, had made breakfast. “Mornin’ bro!” Narico instantly scarfed down his food before grabbing his backpack. “See you when I get back from school!”
And with that, Narico dashed off to school. He went to his usual desk, and got out his supplies. However, he couldn’t help but notice a group of three girls being picked on by the local bullies. Diamond Tiara and Silver Spoon. One of the times I wish I could scare them with my real self! A small smile then came to Narico’s face. Waiiiiiit.... Narico fcoused his magic into his hands, and generated a new disguise atop his old one. Perfect! Narico tapped Diamond Tiara on the shoulder and hissed right in her face! The two bullies took off screaming and Narico laughed as he dispelled the disguise spell that he had cast on himself! “Pfft! HA HAH HA HA! Did you see the looks on their faces?” Narico smiled. “Nothing like pranking the bullies!”
“Thanks fer the save! Ah’m Apple Bloom! An’ these are mah friends Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo.” Apple Bloom greated with a smile. “What’s yer name?”
“Narico.” The disguised changeling then looked at the group. “So why were those two teasing you?”
“It’s because we don’t have our cutie marks yet.” Sweetie Belle said with a sigh.
“But that’s why we’re crusading! So we can get them!” Scootaloo said with a triumphant grin.
Narico smiled. “You seem to be pretty good friends. Mind if I hang out with you? I could use some friends.” The CMC smiled and nodded. “Thanks!”
“Gotta say. That was pretty sweet work with your disguise magic back there!” Sweetie Belle said with a smile. “If I didn’t know any better, I’d say it looked real!”
Narico giggled nervously. “Well, I’m just that good!” Narico then spotted Ms. Cherrilee heading to her desk. “But I think this’ll have to wait!” Narico and the CMC hurried to their desks, and started their school day. Soon enough, recess came. Narico was on the swings alone when Scootaloo came over. “Oh. Hi Scoots. What’re you doing here?”
“You’re our friend Narico. Aren’t ya gonna play with us?” Scootaloo asked.
“No one’s ever played with me before.” Narico said with a small smile as he walked over to the remaining CMC to play a game of catch. Sure enough, school came to an end and Narico headed for home. Waving goodbye to the CMC as he ran off to the house he and Fang lived in. “Hi Fang!” Narico greeted as he went inside. “I made three friends today!”
Fang smiled. “That’s great Narico. So any homework today?”
Narico shook his head. “Nope. Finished it all in class.”
“Well then. Next stop: Sugarcube Corner.” Fang said with a grin as he hoisted Narico onto his shoulders. Narico beamed as they made their way over to Sugarcube Corner. “Two rootbeer floats please.” Pinkie nodded and returned with two rootbeer floats in hand. “Thanks Pinkie!” 
Narico blinked. “So...what’s with the outing?”
Fang smiled. “I guess you could say it’s because you made three new friends today. But the other is, it’s the end of the week. And the arcade is calling our names tomorrow!”
“Sounds fun!” Narico’s smile soon faded. “You know? I never really had a family. I didn’t know my parents very long, and all the others back in the hive never seemed to show much closeness.” Narico then felt Fang tussling his hair.
“It’s like I told you Narico. Family’s not defined by blood. It’s the people who care about you and love you. You might not have gotten to know your parents, but you’ve got me! Soon, I’ll be able to introduce you to the others too. Whatver family you didn’t have there, you’ve got it here.” Fang said with a smile. 
Narico beamed as he hugged Fang tightly. “Thanks Fang.”
Fang smiled. “No problem Narico. Now that float’s not going to finish itself.” And with that, they chugged down their rootbeer floats in almost record time. Both letting out a satisfied belch upon completion.

	
		Episode 15: Noble



The train to Ponyville soon came to a stope, and a young man stepped out with little more than a duffle bag and a backpack. "Well, here I am." The young man said with a smile. "Here's to a new life." The young man looked in a mirror to check his appearance. He had grey skin, green eyes, and red and blue hair styled like Jonathan Joestar. His outfit consisted of red and blue sneakers, grey jeans, and a white shirt. "Might as well get to know the place." And with that, the young man set about exploring Ponyville. He then noticed a stray newspaper, and activated his magic to pull it over to him. There he saw a photo of the Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism. "Well. Looks like this place isn't devoid of excitement. The Elements seem like a fine lot." He then noticed a crowd heading his way. And from the looks of things, they were going almost full speed! "WHOA!" The young man was so rooted in place he had no time to move! However, someone was there to lend a helping hand.
"I got you!" Ice shouted as he scooped up the young man! "Phew! That was close!" 
The young man smiled. "I appreciate the save lad. What's your name?"
"Dark Ice." Ice said with a smile. "But call me Ice please. Who're you?"
"Name's Magnet North. But I prefer North." North said with a smile. "Pleased to meet you lad!"
Ice nodded. "Judging from your accent, you're from out of town. Trottingham, right?"
"Precisely." North said with a nod. "I'm fresh off the train. So would you care to explain just what got that crowd in a frenzy?"
"It's Cider Season at Sweet Apple Acres. And it's opening day to boot!" Ice answered. "They make the best cider around. And people from all over town flock over just to get a taste! Some are even hooked enough to camp in line!"
North chuckled. "Well then! It must be good if people are willing to camp out for it! Wish I could get a look at the place."
"Wish granted! I'm headed there right now!" Ice said with a smile. "I got my bros holding a spot for the three of us! Hold tight!" Ice flew off, and soon landed at Sweet Apple Acres. Landing next to his brothers who were waiting in line. "Hey Shadow! Hi Ace! Sorry it took so long! I got busy saving a new friend from getting trampled! This is North! He's fresh off the train and new in town all the way from Trottingham. North. These are my brothers Ace and Shadow." Ice pointed to each of his brothers respectively.
North smiled. "Hello lads! Pleased to meet you!" North then looked over Ice and his brothers. "Say, you three are part of that Elements of Heroism group, right?"
Ace nodded. "Yup. The others were here earlier, so we'll introduce you later. I take it you're a fan?"
"Not really." North said with a shrug. "But I do admire what you lads are doing. Someone's got to fight the good fight now don't they?"
Shadow beamed. "Yup! That's true!" Shadow then noticed the duffle bag and backpack in North's possession. "Huh. You must have a pretty small place if you're only sticking with that many bags."
North froze. "Um...the truth of the matter is...I don't have a place to stay lads."
"Hmm. We can't take you in." Ace said sadly. "Shadow's using up one of the guest rooms, and Ice has the couch. "
"Don't trouble yourselves lads." North said with a smile. "I'm sure I'll work out a solution. For now? Let's just try to enjoy the cider while it's still flowing." The group smiled and nodded in approval as the line moved on. However, the regular procession of the line when the stand ran out of cider. A strange machine pulled up and two magi were driving it. North observed the display the two salesmen put on. However, he saw how clearly displeased the Apple Family was with the intrusion. Can't let those buggers horn-in on these fine folks. North left his place in line, and went to inspect the machine. Flim and Flam were surprised to see North looking over their contraption.
"Um, excuse me sir?" Flim asked.
"But how might we assist you?" Flam asked.
North finished his overview of the machine and smiled. "Oh, I'm quite alright lads! Just inspecting your contraption. Quite a sight it is." Flim and Flam basked in the praise. "But tell me, do you have a permit to operate this machine?"
Flim froze. "Well...you see..."
"We invented it. But, ah..." Flam began.
North put his hand up for silence. "Ah. I see. You've not got a permit to operate this machine." North then looked to the Apple Family and spoke to Granny Smith. "Tell me ma'am. Did you give these two permission to demonstrate their machine on your property? And if so, are there any documents that prove such a claim?"
Granny Smith frowned. "Ah'll have you know that these whipper-snappers don't have an ounce of our approval! Coming in an' intrudin' on our business without even askin'! And we sure as heck don't want none a' their fancy-schmancy demonstrations!"
North smiled. "Thank you very much miss." North turned to face Flim and Flam. "No permit AND no permission to demonstrate your machine. Well lads, time I tell you who I am. I'm an inspector of sorts. And you two have been in violation of many codes of conduct as of late." Flim and Flam were frozen with horror. "And this madam's statement clearly shows your presence is not wanted. Coupled with your lack of permission and permit, you two are looking at some serious time. However, I'll drop this if you gents would leave. Unless you'd rather be..." North steeled his gaze while still keeping his pleasant smile. "...reported?" Flim and Flam smiled nervously as they got back on their contraption and sped off. North then turned to the gathered line. "Apologies for the disturbance everyone. Please return to your daily routines. And be sure to return tomorrow for first grabs at the cider!" Everyone merely shrugged or nodded as they left.
"Mighty convenient of that inspector ta show up when he did, right?" Apple Bloom asked.
Applejack eyed North carefully. "Yeah. Right." Applejack walked over to North just as the young man was preparing to leave. "Excuse me? Could Ah talk to ya fer a minute?"
"Sure lass." North said with a smile. He took in Applejack's appearance. Her muscular frame was quite appealing to him coupled with her outfit. This lass is a down-to-earth type. I'm liking her already. "So what's on your mind?"
Applejack stared at North before answering. "Yer not really an inspector. Are ya sugarcube?"
North sighed and gave her a small smile. "You've got me lass. I'm no inspector. But how could you tell so easily?"
"Ah'm one of the Elements of Harmony. The Element of Honesty to be specific. Name's Applejack. Also... Ah wanna thank you fer back there." Applejack said with a small smile. "Ah don't approve of lyin', but Ah hate it when people try ta mess with mah family."
"Not a problem lass." North said with a smile. "I just hate it when people try to mess with the lives of others for their own gain. I'm Magnet North. But call me North please."
Applejack smiled. "Nice to meetcha North! Listen, if there's anything Ah can do to repay you, let me know."
"Actually, there is one thing lass." North said with a nervous smile. "I'm new in town, and I've no place to stay. Is there any available space in your home? I won't need much because I've only brought a small amount of items with me. And if there is, I insist on working among you and your family. Wouldn't want to seem like a freeloader."
"Mighty noble of ya sugarcube. As fer room, we got plenty!" Applejack said with a grin.
North smiled, but was surprised when a red and blue aura flowed over him! "Whoa. What in blazed was that?"
"Your awakening." Ice said as he put a hand on North's shoulder. "You've awakened as an Element of Heroism. That means you're one of us now. From sticking your neck out for Applejack's family, I'd say you're the Element of Nobility. We'll introduce you to the guys later. But first, you'd better get settled in. We'll be waiting in the town square."
"Sounds like a plan lads! See you soon!" North headed to the main house in Sweet Apple Acres, and Applejack showed him to the guest room.
"Sorry if it's a bit small." Applejack said with a nervous smile.
North, however, looked quite pleased. "It's perfect lass. Just the right size for me." North then patted his duffle bag. "Plus, I'm not carrying too much with me. So I'll live out of baggage." North got his belongings organized and was about to head to the town square when Applejack stopped him. "Hm? Something the matter Applejack?"
"No." Applejack then leaned down a bit and kissed North on the forehead. "Just wanted to thank you in mah own way for earlier North." Applejack was blushing slightly after the kiss, but her orange skin hid it quite well.
"Once again. Not a problem lass." North said with a smile as he took off to the town square. He found the Elements of Heroism waiting for him. "Afternoon lads!"
Burst stood up and looked North in the eye. "So. You're the new guy. North, right? Ice told me about how you put yourself in the fire by standing by Applejack's family." Burst smiled. "You got guts to back up that nobility. Welcome to the team!"
North smiled. "It was no problem. Burst Stream, right? I've got to say. Both teams of elements look more like groups of friends than teams."
"Well, I guess you could say we're friends first and a team second." Burst said with a smile.
"I also heard you've got some unique tools for the job." North added. "Do all of you have Duelist Arms?
"I don't. I just rely on my fists." Tyrannus answered. "Name's Ty."
"I simply have my sword and ninjitsu techniques." Akage added. "Pleased to meet you. I'm Akage."
North beamed. "Then I guess we're all stuck with our basic skills. I've got my magnetism magic." North flared his magic, and twin auras covered his hands. One red, the other blue. "I can also switch and match the polarities." North then looked to Tyrannus. "I hope you don't mind, but I'd like your help with a demonstration lad." Tyrannus nodded, and got in front of North. "The blue aura is positive and attratcts objects." North highlighted Tyrannus with his left hand's magic aura, and Tyrannus had a blue outline around him as he was pulled towards North. "The red one is negative. Meaning it can repel objects." North flicked his left hand, and the outline around Tyrannus faded. Only to be replaced with a red outline as he was pushed away from North. "I can also apply this magic to physical attacks. Take a swing at me Ty." Tyrannus was put off by North's request, but went along with it. Tyrannus swung at North, and found his body being gravitated towards a kick from North and noticed that North's lower leg was covered in a faint blue magical aura. "That's my attraction magic at work." North's fists had a red magic aura around them. "This is my repulsion magic!" Tyrannus blocked as North's fist struck his arm! Sending him skidding back slightly. "Although, it's pretty hard to send a big guy like you flying! I can also switch which polarity goes to which of my limbs! Pretty neat trick right?"
"North. Twilight would give anything to learn all about your magnetism magic." Burst said with a chuckle. "First? We've gotta head to Sugarcube Corner." North was puzzled as to why they would be heading there, but soon found out when his face was greated with a mass of confetti! "Welcome to Ponyville, North!" North had fun getting to meet with the other guys and girls. He struck an especially interesting conversation with Inferno.
"Wait. You're telling me that YOU. Inferno Flare. Former hottest rockstar in Equestria. PUNCHED Prince Blueblood, Celestia's nephew, in the face?" North asked in disbelief.
Inferno nodded and grinned. "Yup. Slugged him good. Especially after he treated the girl I liked. Saw fit to teach him a lesson he wouldn't forget!"
North nearly bust a gut laughing! "I think I'm going to love this town!" The party soon died down, and North headed for Sweet Apple Acres with Applejack. It was about supper time, and North simply grabbed his food and was about to head for his room.
"Where do ya think yer goin' sugarcube?" Applejack asked.
North blinked. "Oh. Just headed off to my room."
Applejack shook her head. "Uh-uh. Yer livin' and workin' here North. As far as we're concerned, that makes ya part of the family. And we dine together. No exceptions."
A smile slowly crept onto North's face. "In that case, I'd be happy to join you." North grabbed a seat at the table. "So. Any interesting stories about this place?"
Granny Smith chuckled. "Sonny. I could give ya the whole history."
"Do tell." North said with a fond smile. "Might as well learn about my new family while I'm here."

	
		Episode 16: Read it and Weep



Steel rolled out of the way as a boomerang came flying at him! "Not bad Dash!" Steel fired a slash of chaos energy from his sword! "But now it's my turn!" Rainbow Dash noticed the slash of energy headed her way and summoned her boomerang back to her! Creating a hurricane barrier around her! Blocking the slash! "You're getting better."
Rainbow smirked. "Yeah I am! Today might be the day I kick your butt, AND bust out some new moves!" Rainbow hurled her boomerang at Steel! "Like this one!" Steel was surprised when a bolt of lightning shot out from Rainbow's boomerang! Shocking him! "How's that for a shocking move?"
Steel groaned as he got to his feet again. "Save the puns for when I'm K.O.'d." he said with a smirk. Steel then wrapped the blade of his sword in chaos energy and threw forward! The blade spinning as it flew at Rainbow! "Chaos Ripper!"
Rainbow's eyes went wide as she took to the air to avoid the spiralling blade! She then summoned her boomerang back to her and shot a bolt of lightning from it! Knocking Steel's weapon back to him before sending a mini tornado from her boomerang to send Steel flying! Steel soon recovered and charged forth with his shield's barrier ability activated! Crashing into Rainbow Dash! "Alright. Let's see how you handle this!" Rainbow Dash powered up her boomerang, and launched a large tornado gust! But it was too big and sucked both her and Steel in! Both of them screaming as the tornado spun them around!
"WHOOOOOAAAAAA!!!!" Both Steel and Rainbow soon came to a violent crash! Fortunately, Twilight, Rarity and Pinkie were watching them spar. Soon enough, they were rushed to the hospital. Both winced as they tried to move their wings.
"I'd...call this tie." Steel said with a weak smile. "But Dash? Watch how big you make your tornados next time."
Rainbow rolled her eyes. "How long do I gotta lie here? I've got things I need to do!"
"Dash, trust me. You're better off waiting until you're fully healed." Steel said calmly. He then shivered at the memory of when a Magi Elite Guard went on watch with a cold. Almost half the Elite Guard wound up as popsicles. "Besides, I'm sure there's something to keep us busy." Steel then looked to the doctor. "You got any books to read here?" The doctor noded. "Thanks."
Rainbow Dash went pale. "You read books?"
Steel blinked. "..Yes...is that a problem?"
"But...but you're so cool! Reading's only for eggheads like Twilight!" Rainbow Dash protested!
"Hey. I had to find something to keep me entertained. We've never seen much action." Steel then sighed. "Or maybe you just haven't found a book you like yet. Besides sports magazines and comic books." Steel then got an idea. "Twilight? Can you ask if they've got any Daring Do books? I think Dash would like them."
"Uh-uh! No way are you turning me into an egghead!" Rainbow Dash protested as she crossed her arms!
Steel rolled his eyes. "Reading's for everyone Rainbow. Heck, the other guys all have books they like to read! But if you want to listen to the ticking of the clock all the days we're here, be my guest." Twilight soon returned with the book Steel asked for. "Thanks Twilight." Steel then picked up another one of the books Twilight had brought. "Sweet. This one's about legendary monsters!" Steel got to reading, and Rainbow just looked on in denial that her boyfriend was a bookworm. Soon enough, the hours ticked by. And Rainbow was bored out of her skull. "So how much fun are you having listening to the clock tick by?"
Rainbow just glared at Steel. "UGH! Fine! I'll read the stupid book!" Rainbow snatched the book from the table and began to read.
"Be sure to read to yourself Dash. There's other patients." Steel noted. Time passed once again, and Steel noted Rainbow Dash's changing expression as she continued reading the Daring Do adventure Twilight had found. "Welcome to the world of eggheads Rainbow Dash." Steel said with a small smile.
Rainbow blushed. "I...don't suppose Twilight has any more of the series in her library?"
Steel was about to answer when he saw the room's door open. "Ask her yourself. There's no shame in liking a book Rainbow." Steel then returned to his book. Listening to Rainbow Dash ask Twilight to bring her more Daring Do books. Soon enough, there was a whole stack on the table. The rest of the Main 6 came by, but were met with a response they hadn't expected.
"Cant't talk! Reading!" Rainbow snapped. She then polished off the food she was given before resuming her story. Rainbow got so engrossed in her books that she didn't even sleep! Much less even know that she'd recovered.
Steel chuckled. "Don't worry doc. I'll take her home." He then looked to the pile of Daring Do books Rainbow Dash had amassed. "Though I'll probably need to stop by the Golden Oaks Library first." Steel took Rainbow Dash to the library, and smiled at how Rainbow Dash had gone total fandom. "And THAT is how you make an athlete a bookworm."

	
		Episode 17: Hearts Day



Burst had called the rest of the guys over to his house. "Okay guys. Here's the situation. We need to plan something for our girlfriends for Hearts Day. We're here to help brainstorm ideas for any of us who don't have date or gift ideas."
"I'm taking Rarity out to lunch. That way we can avoid every restaurant being crowded." Inferno said with a nod. "So I'm covered. What about you Steel?"
Steel stroked his chin in thought. "Me? Just chilling with Dash. She's not the mushy type, but there's at least we'll be spending Hearts Day together!"
"Fluttershy plans on snuggling me." Tyrannus said with a shrug. "So I'm covered. What about you Burst?"
Burst smiled. "I'll be taking Celestia out on a date. Heck, she even got a place picked out already!" Burst then looked through his closet. "Good thing I kept that shirt I wore to the gala. I plan to look good for her."
"Well, here's to our plans." Inferno said with a smile before turning to the other guys. "So...what are you all gonna do? Last I checked, you didn't have girlfriends."
"Me, Ice, Shadow, and Fang are gonna be listing the qualities we'd like in a girlfriend." Ace replied. "All over some ice cold root beer."
"I'll be busy with Applejack, lads." North said with a smile. "But I do plan on doing something special for the lass."
Akage nodded. "I'll be doing very much the same with Pinkie."
"I'll be busy selling roses." Venus chimed in. "All the guys in town clamor for them once it gets to be this time of the year. Namely to avoid getting in the dog house with their girlfriends. Fortunately, I won't be too busy to join you and your group Ace. Until tomorrow everyone." And with that, the guys went their separate ways. Each of them eagerly anticipating their Hearts Day plans.

Tyrannus and Fluttershy
Tyrannus woke up the next morning and stretched. He then smiled as he got dressed and ate breakfast before waking up Fluttershy. "Happy Hearts Day Fluttershy."
Fluttershy smiled lovingly at Tyrannus. "You too." She then patted on a spot next to her, and proceeded to simply snuggle against Tyrannus. "You know? You're my first special somebody."
"You too." Tyrannus then wrapped his arms around Fluttershy. "You know? I feel like what the world says about me doesn't matter when you're with me."
"And I feel braver with you around Ty." Fluttershy said as she nuzzled against Tyrannus. Tyrannus smiled as he nuzzled in return. Fluttershy giggled before letting out a fond sigh. "I'm glad we could spend today just like this. Everyone makes such a big deal out of today, but I think it's best we just enjoy spending the day together."
Tyrannus smiled. "There's no one I'd rather be with. My shy little angel." The two simply held each other tightly and enjoyed each other's presence.

Steel and Rainbow Dash
Rainbow Dash and Steel were holding a movie marathon at Steel's place. "Now THIS is how I'd celebrate today." Rainbow Dash said with a nod. "Gotta admit though. I never thought any guy would have the guts to date me. Much less be my special somebody."
Steel smirked. "They're probably too scared to tell you to their face." Steel then put an arm around her.
Rainbow Dash blushed a little. "That...and I hate looking vulnerable. Truth is, I've wanted a guy who wouldn't be afraid to treat me a little bit sensitively."
Steel smiled and shared a kiss with Rainbow Dash. "You can be as vulnerable as you need to with me." He then pulled Rainbow Dash into a tight hug. "I'll be your shield."
Rainbow Dash let out a chuckle. "Heh! Equal parts awesome and mushy." Rainbow Dash curled up against Steel, and the two then had their eyes glued to the TV screen as a huge explosion took place in the movie.
"AWESOME."

Sugarcube Corner
Ace, Ice, Shadow, Fang, and Venus were sitting at a table. Each of them sipping on a root beer. "Okay." Ace began. "We're here to list off the qualities we're looking for in a girl. I'll start." Ace took a sip from his root beer. "I guess you could say...I'm looking for a girl who's got an upbeat attitude. Kind of like Pinkie." Ace then blushed a little. "Plus, it'd be an added bonus if she was really cute too."
Ice chuckled at Ace's minor embarrassment." Me? I'm looking for a girl who knows how to handle herself. Kind of like Rainbow Dash. That's the kind of girl I'd like to date. One who matches my nature."
"Well in my case, the girl I'd like to be with is one who I get to care for." Shadow said with a smile. "Someone who's got a bit of eagerness to them."
Venus nodded as he took a sip of his root beer. "I'm looking for a girl who can give me a challenge." The other guys shot a confused look at Venus.
"What do you mean by that Venus?" Ace asked. Venus sighed as he set his root beer down, and went over to a group of girls chatting. He smiled and was about to ask them something when the entire group jumped him and clung to him. "Whoa."
"You see what I mean?" Venus asked with a frown. "Have you seen my looks? All I've gotta do is flash a smile at them, and they pounce on me before I even greet them. They assume I'd instantly ask them out." Venus then looked to the girls gripping onto him. "Which I do not intend to do with any of you. I apologize for giving you a false presumption." The ladies sighed and went back to their table. Freeing Venus to get back in his seat. "What I want is a girl I need to work for to gain a relationship. And one that can flirt with me as much as I can charm her."
Fang nodded knowingly. "I know the feel Venus. Me? I'm looking for a girl I need to work at making smile. Not one who instantly squeals at the sight of me and my ears." Fang took a gulp from his root beer. "That way I can get someone to love me over time." As the guys chatted, Akage went over to Pinkie with a single cupcake in his hand.
"Pinkie?" Akage asked.
Pinkie smiled. "Oh, hi Akage! What's up?"
Akage nervously pulled out the cupcake he was holding. "Would you...be my special somebody?" Pinkie was still for a momant before walking over to Akage and pulling him into a tight hug. Akage then noticed a few tears trickling down Pinkie's face. "Pinkie? What's wrong? You're crying."
Pinkie smiled as she wiped the tears. "It's because you asked me to be your special somebody. That makes me so happy. Everyone doesn't date me because they think I'm too childish because of how I act." 
Akage smiled as he brushed one of the tears off Pinkie's face. "If you ask me, you act that way because you love what you do. And you take it very seriously. Don't be sad Pinkie. You're much prettier when you're smiling."
"You...think I'm pretty?" Pinkie asked.
Akage blushed! "Well...I think so at least..." Akage was surprised when Pinkie planted a kiss on him! He was silent for a few seconds before smiling once again. "You never cease to surprise me."
Pinkie beamed. "And you keep me smiling."

Sweet Apple Acres
Applejack woke up and stretched. She then caught wind of a scent coming from the kitchen. "What's goin' on this mornin'?" Applejack then saw North making breakfast. "North? What're you doing up this early?"
"Just showing that I care about you lass. Happy Hearts Day!" North said with a smile. "Well, breakfast isn't going to eat itself."
"Heh. Ah'd say you've got the right idea sugarcube." Applejack said with a smile as she dug in.

Inferno and Rarity
"Sorry if this wasn't the romantic moment you were expecting Rarity." Inferno said with a small smile. 
"Don't be silly darling." Rarity said with a loving smile. "In fact, I think it was a wise move not choosing to go out for dinner. Chances are every place is going to be packed tonight. Besides, you always make our dates lovely. Of course, you did get me flowers earlier this morning. That was most pleasant to wake up to." The waiter soon came by with their orders. "All that really matters is that I know you treasure me. And it certainly shows every time darling." Rarity leaned in and smiled at Inferno. "Let me show how much I treasure you." Rarity pulled Inferno into a kiss. "I don't think we'll need to worry about dessert. That was very sweet."
Inferno blushed before smiling. "Well, I know my heart's full." Inferno's stomach then grumbled. "Now I need to tend to my stomach!" Inferno and Rarity shared a laugh, and proceeded to enjoy their meal. The two polished off their food, and took a walk to get their stomachs to settle. "You really can feel the love in the air." Inferno said as he and Rarity looked around at all the couples going around.
"I can feel it much closer than the air darling." Rarity said as she placed her head on Inferno's shoulder.
"Really? Where's that?" Inferno asked.
Rarity giggled as she put an ear to Inferno's chest. "Your heart." Rarity then sighed. "I can feel how hot your love burns with each beat." Rarity nuzzled against Inferno's chest with a fond smile. "It feels so warm."
"I can feel it from you too." Inferno said as he wrapped an arm around Rarity. "Happy Hearts Day." The two shared a deep kiss before heading home.

Burst and Celestia
The sun was starting to set, and Burst took a dep breath as he slipped on and buttoned his platinum shirt. Today was his biggest date with Celestia. And it was on the the holiday dedicated to the love between people. And no one held a larger claim on Burst's heart than Celestia. Burst made his way to his fridge and pulled out a small box. "I hope she likes this present." Burst went outside, and flew over to Canterlot. He soon landed at the castle gate, and showed Celestia's letter to him. Burst then found himself at the doors of the throne room, and opened them. The sight he saw made Burst's jaw drop. Celestia was standing before him wearing a red dress and a flirty smile. 
"Looks like I've surprised you sunshine." Celestia said with a giggle.
Burst soon found his words. "First time anyone's been able to stun me. Though I suppose that's what I get for staring at the sun." Burst then handed Celestia the small box he'd brought with him. "Happy Hearts Day. I got you something that's about as sweet as you are." Celestia's eyes went wide when she opened the box. "I heard you like chocolate a lot, so I had Pinkie whip up a custom cake for you." Burst didn't expect to nearly be tackled by Celestia and pulled into a passionate kiss. "So I take it you like it?" Burst asked as they broke for air.
Celestia giggled. "Trust me. It's only got me excited for our date. I already made some dinner plans for us. Let's make today one to remember." And with that, Burst and Celestia headed to dinner. "I've waited so long for a moment like this."
"Well, this might just be the first of many." Burst said as he put his hand over Celestia's. "I honestly can't think of a better person to spend this evening with." He then let out a small chuckle. "So many milestones have happened in my life so far. And most of them have been with you. The same woman I made a promise to when I was just a little kid. Who knows? Maybe it was fate that I fell for you." Burst then smiled lovingly at Celestia. "To be honest, how we're together doesn't matter. All that does is that we are."
Celestia smiled lovingly in return. "I couldn't have said it better myself. But we'd better eat our food before it gets cold." The two giggled at how lost in their conversation they'd gotten, and ate. "Dinner was lovely. Wouldn't you agree?"
Burst nodded contently. "I won't lie. That was probably the best steak I've eaten." Burst then held Celestia's hand as they walked. "But I take it you've got more planned?"
Celestia smiled. "I was thinking we could go dancing. That is, if your stomach's all settled."
"I'd be honored Celestia." Burst said with a loving smile. "You want me to fly you there?"
"Only if I get to hold on tightly." Celestia said with a flirty smirk as she grabbed onto Burst before he took off. They soon landed. "Hope you can keep up!" Celestia said with a wink.
Burst smirked. "You know I like a good challenge." And with that, Burst began to dance the night away with Celestia. He was in awe with how much grace she showed when she moved and flowed. Celestia was equally impressed at how Burst was keeping up with her. "I guess fighting battles is kind of like dancing. I just gotta find my flow."
Celestia smiled as she pulled Burst closer to her. "This reminds me of our dance at the gala. Only now I get to hold you closer."
"Anything to get close to you my little princess." Burst said as he and Celestia engaged in a passionate kiss. "So should we head back to the castle? I think that cake would be a sweet ending to today."
"I might as well enjoy your present." Celestia said with a giggle as they left.They soon landed, and sat at a small table that overlooked all of Canterlot. Celestia then got an idea as she cut into her piece of cake. "Burst? Open wide please?"
"Celestia, I'm a grown man!" Burst said as his face went red at what Celestia was implying. However, he relented when he saw the pout she was giving him. "...Fine." Burst opened his mouth, and ate the piece of cake Celestia offered him.
"You look so cute when you're nervous." Celestia said with a giggle. "Well, here's your chance to get me back." Burst reciprocated the gesture, and fed Celestia a piece of his slice. "That was very sweet of you. But I think you've got a little bit of frosting stuck on you."
Burst blinked. "Where?"
"Riiight about here." Celestia said as she pulled Burst into another long kiss. "I love you my sunshine."
Burst smiled as he held Celestia tighter. "I love you too my little princess." And with that, Burst returned to Ponyville. "Well, I know what I'm dreaming about tonight."
Meanwhile, Fang had just returned from his meeting with Ace, Ice, Shadow, and Venus. However, he noticed Narico staring sadly at the night sky. "Hey, what's up Narico?"
Narico sighed. "Just sad. Everyone was going on about how they found someone they care deeply for and love."
"So why's that got you down?" Fang asked.
"Back in the hive, it was said that nobody could love a changeling." Narico answered sadly. "That only our queen loved us. But then why don't I feel the same hunger other changelings felt? Does that mean I'm different?"
Fang put a hand on Narico's shoulder. "Well, I don't know why you're different Narico. But that's not a bad thing. Maybe it means that one day you will find a love." Fang then looked to the night sky. "Maybe tonight Princess Luna will send out a wishing star. It's a magical star that streaks across the sky. It's said that if you make a wish on it, the wish will come true. So why not try it out?"
Narico opened the window, and gasped as he saw a star streak across the sky! He shut his eyes, and silently wished to have a dream about his future love. "Okay. Here's hoping it works!" And with that, Narico went off to bed. Dreaming of his future love. However, he was being watched. Luna smiled at Narico as he dreamed.
"It would seem changelings can love." Luna said with a small smile as she used her magic to link the dreams of Narico's future love. However, another being was using their magic to adjust Narico's age. Nightmare Moon worked stealthily. She'd been practicing dream walking ever since she found herself becoming more solid. Making people's dreams happy seemed to make her feel whole. Neither was aware of the other's presence, and soon left their work alone. In his dream, Narico found that he was older. And among his increased age, other notable features were that his eyes were like a human's and his wings had no tears or holes in them. But what really caught his eye was the beautiful woman who seemed to be staring out at the distance in a field. She had snow white skin, and her hair was black. Her green eyes seemed to shine as the light hit her. She was surprised by Narico's presence, but soon smiled. Narico blinked before going over to her and started talking to her. Both of them seemed to get along pretty well, and admired how beautiful the place was. The woman then smiled at Narico, and almost brought their lips together. It was then that Narico woke up. "Well, that was disappoi-wait." Narico realized his voice sounded deeper, and rushed to a mirror. He promptly screamed upon seeing his reflection. It was the same as how he saw himself in his dream! "AAAAAHHHHHH!"
Narico's screaming woke up Fang! He rushed to the source and was shocked at the sight before him! "Narico?! What the heck happened to you?!"
"I don't know Fang!" Narico panicked. "All I know is that I made a wish on that star last night! Then poof! I'm a grown up now! Maybe I can still change..." Narico focused and a slight green glow came around his horn only to fizzle out. "I...I can't shapeshift anymore!"
Fang took a deep breath. "Okay. Now we NEED to tell the others about this." Fang told the guys and girls about Narico's condition, and informed them that Narico was a changeling. Oddly enough, Twilight seemed the most excited upon seeing Narico who was still clutching his teddy bear. 
"This is so amazing! A changeling that doesn't need to feed on love!" Twilight exclaimed as she inspected Narico! "Oh, I can't wait to study him!" Narico on the other hand started to tremble. "Hmm. Wonder why he can't shapeshift now?"
"Sorry Twi. But you're not putting my little brother under a microscope." Fang protested. "Plus, he's a kid trapped in a grown up body. So stop scaring him!" Twilight noticed the frightened look in Narico's eyes, and backed away.
"Soo...does this mean I don't go to school anymore?" Narico asked nervously. "I'm pretty sure the CMC are gonna know something's up if I'm not there." 
Applejack chuckled nervously. "About that...." Apple Bloom and the rest of the CMC peeked out from behind Applejack. "They got mighty concerned fer you."
"Wow!" Scootaloo rushed up to Narico. "So that's how you were able to pull that prank on Diamond Tiara! You're cooler than I thought! Oh! Can you change into Rainbow Dash!"
Narico gave a small smile. "Sorry. But whatever made me grow also took away my shapeshifting." Narico then looked over his reflection. "Then again, maybe we can say I'm a reformed changeling and slowly introduce me to the town."
"Hmm. I'll write to the princesses about it." Twilight said with a nod. The group was then surprised when Pinkie scooped Narico up and attempted to carry him off! She wound up blurting Narico's cover story to the whole town! Fortunately, because Narico was so timid, everyone seemed to buy the story and seemed to gradually get more friendly. However, Narico had no idea that he was being watched. Another changeling had been staying out of sight to scope out information on the Elements of Harmony had spotted Narico, and flew off.
"My Queen." The changeling reported. "It would seem there is one of our kind who has made himself known in public."

	
		Episode 18: A New Enemy



Narico smiled as he walked around Ponyville. Ever since Pinkie threw him that party, everyone had warmed up to him. Despite the fact that he was a changeling. Narico looked at his reflection in a window. He looked more human than his original form. There were no dents or tears in his wings, he had human eyes instead of the solid pale blue most changelings had, and his horn had become more straight. It also helped that he didn't need to feed on love like the rest of his kind. Looks like there's no need to hide anymore. Narico continued his stroll through town, and spotted Fang hanging outside the cosplay shop. "Hi bro! Slow day?"
"Yup." Fang said with a nod. "Not a whole lot going on today. So, Shadow and I got the day off. Wanna hang with us?"
Narico nodded eagerly. "You bet!" The three set off. Unaware that they were being watched. Narico soon tensed up. "Weird." He shrugged off the feeling, and continued on his way. Fang showed them his favorite thinking spot on the outskirts of Ponyville. "Huh. Nice and quiet. Empty too."
"Perfect for an ambush!" A random person soon disappeared in a flash of green fire, and a changeling stood before them! Soon, a whole squadron of changelings popped out from teleport spells!
"What's going on?!" Fang demanded!
"We'll make it simple human." The changeling commander answered as he pointed to Narico. "Hand over the traitor to us, and we'll be on our way."
Shadow was confused. "What are you talking about? How did Narico betray you?!"
"He left the hive!" One changeling hissed! Another changeling scowled at Narico. "And has defied the will of Queen Chrysalis! He must face punishment!" The other changelings began to chant the word punishment over and over! Fang stepped in front of Narico with a glare at the changelings!
"I don't know how things work in your hive. But here, we take care of our own. No matter how much they turn their backs to us or leave us!" Fang growled! he then summoned his Duelist Arm! Destiny Reaver! "We protect each other!" Shadow then summoned his spear named Celestial Protector!
"And we don't turn our backs on each other!" Shadow added as he and Fang got into fighting stances! The changeling commander simply snapped his fingers, and the other changelings swarmed forth! Shadow slashed at one with Celestial Protector, and was amazed a sparks went off from the area he slashed in! "These guys have pretty thick skin!" Shadow then raised his spear to block a charging changeling!
"That just means we get to hit harder!" Fang shouted as he slashed at any changeling unfortunate enough to attempt a grab at Narico! Fang then held his claw gauntlet out, and the claws shot out! Grappling four changelings in the process! "Hope you enjoy the ride!" Fang spun around! Dragging the changelings he'd caught across the ground before releasing his grapple claws and hurling the changelings as far as he could! But while Fang and Shadow had skill, the changelings had numbers! "Not good! We're getting swarmed!" Fang was starting to show strain from fighting when a blast of lightning struck the changelings swarming him! Once the smoke cleared, Fang saw Burst and Inferno with their blasters at the ready!
"Alright. Who ordered the exterminators?" Burst asked with a winning smile. The changelings hissed at Burst. He just chuckled. "Yo, Inferno? Time for the Burning Bolt Combo?"
Inferno smirked. "Always the time." Both Burst and Inferno charged their blasters, and fired off a combined charged shoot that blazed with fire and crackled with lightning! The changelings that hurled themselves in their direction were either charred or twitching before vanishing in a green blaze! "Looks like they're smart enough to use emergency teleport spells." Inferno then looked to the lone changeling commander. "Well, well. Looks like you're conveniently the last one standing. Burst? You want to shock him? Or can I scorch him?"
The changeling commander sneered. "Don't think I'll go down as easy as those simple drones!" The commander drew a scimitar with a green blade! "Glory to the queen!" The changeling commander charged at Burst and Inferno only to be knocked away by a ball of energy that unleashed an explosive blast of power! Ice then lowered his claymore called Archfiend Dragon's Tenacity.
"I didn't know we had a bug problem." Ice said as he slung his sword across his back. "Too bad you guys had all the fun without me."
Burst chuckled. "We'll be sure to save you some butt to kick next time." Burst the diverted his attention to the changeling commander. "As for our new friend, I've got a few questions to ask..." Burst unsheathed Bahamut Edge, and pointed it at the changeling commander. "Alright dude. I know you're probably not the last changeling we're gonna run into. So what's your game?"
"Looks like the rumors of a male avatar were true." The commander said with a sneer. "The same could be said of your power. We were but the first of many. And soon, we shall have your kingdom! But I suppose I might as well know the name of the greatest obstacle we shall inevitably conquer."
"The name's Burst Stream." Burst's gaze steeled when his whole team was assembled. "And we're the Elements of Heroism. Tell your queen we'll handle her no problem." Burst charged up a shot, and fired it point blank! The damage was great enough to force the changeling commander to emergency teleport back to his hive. Burst gave his blaster a quick spin before holstering it. "Well guys. Looks like our vacation's over. Something tells me things are just getting exciting. Now if we only knew what Queen Chrysalis looked like."

The Changeling Hive
The changeling commander cringed as he clutched his chest. The blast Burst Stream had fired had banged him up pretty badly. So much so that he was almost limping his way to the throne room. Once there, he bowed before his queen. "My queen. We stood no chance against them. They are strong, and their weapons are quite powerful despite being few in number. And their leader is certainly not to be taken lightly."
"Show me." A regal, distorted voice commanded from the throne. The commander nodded, and produced a sphere of magic that was a playback of their battle against the Elements of Heroism. The queen took the orb in her hands, and froze it on the image of Burst. "You've done well commander."
"...My Queen?"
"You've shown me something of great interest." A wicked smile could be felt emanating from the queen. "After all, every queen needs a prospective king. Also..." She then turned to a set of five cocoons. "This is the perfect chance to let those five out to play..."

	
		Episode 19: Stand Proud



It was business as usual in Fluttershy's cottage. Both Tyrannus and Fluttershy were scrambling about to feed the animals around the cottage. And as per usual, Angel Bunny was being difficult. He kept knocking away the vegetables Fluttershy had prepared for him, and pointing to a specific dish in a recipe book. "Angel. I can't make that dish for you." Fluttershy said with an apologetic tone. Angel just frowned and kept pointing at the dish he wanted. Tyrannus sighed and squatted down in front of Angel.
"No." Tyrannus said flatly. Angel frowned, and hopped away. Tyrannus then turned to Fluttershy. "You know, you really gave that bunny of yours an ironic name due to his less-than-heavenly behavior."
Fluttershy smiled weakly. "Oh, you just haven't seen Angel's sweet side yet. He can be very nice when he wants to be. Still I should get the vegetables so I can make that treat for Angel sometime." Fluttershy grabbed her sack of bits, and Tyrannus followed her to the market. However, Fluttershy got cut in front of and the vendor selling cherries was driving a hard bargain. Tyrannus let out a sigh as he and Fluttershy left the stand.
"Fluttershy? Not to sound mean, but you're being a bit of a doormat." Tyrannus noted. "I could have dealt with that guy if you wanted. Still, you need to stand for yourself sometimes."
"I know." Fluttershy said with a sigh. Just then, a flyer hit her face. "Iron Will's Assertiveness Seminar..." Fluttershy read. "Maybe this could be just what I need!" Fluttershy ran off to the seminar, and Tyrannus looked on with worry.
"I hope Fluttershy finds the help she wants..." Tyrannus said as he returned home. Meanwhile, Fluttershy attended Iron Will's seminar. And she became assertive. As Tyrannus soon found out when Fluttershy returned home. Angel was still being stubborn with the food he'd eat. It was then that Tyrannus noticed her return. "Angel's been stubborn the whole afternoon. He's dead-set on that special veggie sundae. Care to demonstrate your newfound assertiveness?"
Fluttershy smiled, and looked down at Angel. "LLISTEN HERE MISTER! YOU ARE GOING TO EAT THE FOOD I GIVE YOU AND LIKE IT!" Both Tyrannus and Angel were shocked at the sudden shift in Fluttershy's nature. But Angel was too scared to argue and started to wolf down his food. Fluttershy simply smiled at the results of her new found attitude.
"...Okay...That was a bit...loud." Tyrannus said nervously. Fluttershy smiled and walked off. Tyrannus shook his head. "Maybe this is just her breaking in her new attitude. I'd better tag along to see how this goes..." Tyrannus followed Fluttershy, and noticed that her new 'assertive' attitude. She was almost acting down right mean. Especially when someone tried to apologize. But what horrified Tyrannus was how Fluttershy soon acted around her friends!
"Oh. So you don't like the new me, huh?!" Fluttershy shouted. "Well tough luck! This new me is better! And I'm not going back to being a doormat! SO TOUGH LUCK NERDS!"
"FLUTTERSHY STOP!" Fluttershy froze, and turned around. Her jaw dropped when she saw Tyrannus staring at her. A cross expression was on his face. "Inside. NOW." Tyrannus walked slowly back inside the cottage with Fluttershy following nervously. Tyrannus sat down on the couch, and let out a heavy sigh as he closed his eyes.
"Um...Ty?" Fluttershy asked timidly. "A-are you angry at me? Th-this is the first time you've ever raised your voice at me..."
Tyrannus shook his head. "No. I'm not mad Fluttershy." He opened his eyes, and gazed sadly at Fluttershy. "I'm just very sad at what you're becoming." Tyrannus clutched on of the couch's pillows. "Fluttershy? Do you remember what happened back at the labyrinth? With Discord?" Fluttershy nodded. "How he made you so cruel? The same thing's happening now. You were so mean to everyone. That's not you. Seeing you like that..." Tyrannus gripped his pillow even tighter. "...It HURTS me Fluttershy. Because I know you'd never be that cruel intentionally. You'd never want to hurt anyone..." Tyrannus began to cry. "And you hurt me now like you did then. I'm a tolerant person Fluttershy. But I won't stand to see you lose who you are." The tears had stopped flowing. "I love you too much to see that happen again." Fluttershy herself then burst into tears as she leaped into Tyrannus' arms.
"I'm so sorry Ty...." Fluttershy whimpered.
Tyrannus smiled as he stroked Fluttershy's back. "Easy there Fluttershy. You just made a mistake. One I'm more than willing to help you learn from. I'm the Element of Tolerance for a reason. I'll tolerate as much as I can just so I get a chance to make friends, or help them with their problems. I can tell you how to truly be assertive. And best of all, it involves no yelling. Do you remember my difficulty with Angel this morning?"
Fluttershy nodded. "Yes. He kept on being insistent on that veggie sundae, but you kept telling him no. How were you able to do that with such a calm face?"
"Easy." Tyrannus said with a grin. "Make sure they know the stance you take. And look them in the eye when you tell them that you're not okay with what they're doing. They'll either agree, or back off. Either way, you show you're not gonna budge in the nicest way possible. Now. I think we should go see Iron Will about a refund. Wouldn't you agree? It also sounds like the perfect chance for you to practice true assertiveness." Fluttershy smiled as they walked over to Iron Will's stage. The minotaur certainly seemed pleased to see Fluttershy.
"Ah! Fluttershy! Iron Will was about to come talk to you about the matter of Iron Will's payment for his seminar!" Iron Will boasted proudly. "So. Do you have the payment ready?"
Fluttershy took a deep breath. "No. Your ad said that I did not have to pay unless I was satisfied." Fluttershy them gazed firmly at Iron Will. "Well, I'm not satisfied."
Iron Will was steaming! "But I stopped you from being a doormat!" 
"And I appreciate your advice." Fluttershy said with a nod. "But I'm afraid that it just wasn't my style." Iron Will was about to counter when Tyrannus stepped in front of Fluttershy.
"Sir. I can respect the fact that you're willing to stay firm in your stance." Tyrannus began. "But it's clear you're not going to listen to reason. You seem to be in good shape, so I have a proposition for you." Tyrannus steeled his gaze. "You and I are gonna throw down in a one-on-one match. If I win, Fluttershy doesn't need to pay. But if you win, I'll cover the payment. Deal?"
Iron Will cracked a smile. "Iron Will respects your resolve. Very well! Our bout begins at three!"
"Then I'll be waiting at the town square." Tyrannus said with a sage nod as he left. The others soon found out about Tyrannus' bout with Iron Will, and they were reasonably concerned.
"Ty...are you sure you can take this guy?" Inferno asked.
"Inferno's right! This guy's a minotaur! They're one of the strongest races on Equestria!" Steel noted! "My dad got into a wrestling match with one when he was in the Royal Guard! Nearly broke every bone in his body!"
"Guys. I think we should have faith in Ty." Burst noted as he put a hand on Tyrannus' shoulder. "You've got this man. Show him that your tolerance outmatches his fury. We're not in the ring, but we're with you in spirit."
"Thanks Burst." Tyrannus said with a smile. "But I don't plan on losing." He stole a glance at Fluttershy. "I can think of one reason not to." Tyrannus then entered the circle of a crowd that had gathered to see him and Iron Will face off. "I'll say this. I'll beat you without landing a hit."
Iron Will laughed out loud! "HA HAHA HAH! You plan to win a fight without hitting me?"
Tyrannus nodded. "I've got no quarrel with you. Therefore, I've got no reason to harm you. I'm quite the tolerant person. But that doesn't mean I have my limits. Which is why we're here." Tyrannus got into a defensive stance. "Now let's begin." Iron Will wasted no time in charging at Tyrannus, but Tyrannus stood his ground! He didn't budge an inch! Iron Will came to a screeching hault! But when the dust cleared from his skidding halt, Tyrannus wasn't even in his path! "Over here." Iron Will's jaw dropped when he saw Tyrannus not but five inches away from him! "Even in the face of your fury, I'm not raising a fist. Being assertive isn't yelling to get what you want. It's staring in front of the one who bellows at you, and remaining firm in your stance. And at the same time, keeping calm at your center. That's how I was able to halt your charge so easily." Tyrannus then caught Iron Will's fist coming at him, and raised his arms to block! A flash of brilliant green light went off, and everyone closed their eyes! When the light faded, Tyrannus found a staff modeled after a brachiosaurs in his hands! Blocking Iron Will's fist from colliding with his face! Tyrannus also noticed that he had gauntlets that looked like they had velociraptor claws sticking out of them! But what really caught his eye was the large blaster holstered at his side! Tyrannus then put his mind back on the fight, and shoved Iron Will off with his staff! Iron Will came at him again, and Tyrannus plunged his staff into the ground! He then pressed a button, and the bottom of his staff extended! Lifting him above Iron Will's fist! Tyrannus soon landed, and flicked his right wrist! The claw blades on his gauntlet extended, and he cut off Iron Will's tie! "This is your last chance to back down." Iron Will snorted as he once again charged at Tyrannus! "Don't say I didn't warn you..." Tyrannus drew his blaster, and fired a powerful shot! Iron Will's eyes shrunk when the blast hit him! When the smoke cleared, Iron Will was waving his tie's remnants as a white flag. Tyrannus nodded. Accepting Iron Will's defeat and admiring his newly acquired Duelist Arms. "Looks like good things come to those who wait. I think I'll call you guys...Dino Arsenal." Tyrannus was then pleasantly surprised when Fluttershy flew over to him, and planted a kiss right on his lips! "Now that's how you seal a victory."

	
		Episode 20: Trial by Firebolt



Burst's Parents' House. Evening
Aether sat calmly in his living room. The dim light from the lamp gave a slight glow to his white skin. Soon, a figure walked in. "Ah. I was hoping you could make it. Sorry to call you in on such short notice. It concerns my son and his group of friends."
"You worried about the type of leader your son's going to be? You're usually so sure master." The figure noted.
"Yes." Aether said with a sigh. "But he's my son. A father worries about them at this stage in their life. My son is the Element of Power. I want you to test him to make sure he knows the importance and meaning of that. His friends should prove as an adequate resource for this test."
The figure nodded. "You're trained your son well master. Just as you trained me those many years ago. But something tells me your son will be just fine." And the figure vanished in a pillar of flame. Here's hoping Burst doesn't slug me as hard as he did Discord...

Ponyville. The Next Morning.
Burst woke up with a happy yawn. "Yep. Looks like just another day in my life." Burst leaped out of bed, and got dressed. "Wonder what crazy excitement is gonna happen today?" As soon as he was finished with breakfast, Burst decided to take a walk around town. However, he froze and soon rolled out of the way! Burst looked behind himself, and saw the ground smoldering! Smoke wisped into the air from the ball of molten wrath that would have hit him if his hadn't sensed the powerful blast of fire magic that was sent flying at him! "Looks like I'll get in some morning exercise today." Burst summoned his weapons in a flash of light! "Whoever's trying to take me down, you're gonna have to try harder!" Burst then saw a pillar of flame appear before him, and a young man stepped out. He has amber skin, orange eyes, red and yellow hair, and his outfit consisted of a grey shirt, a red jacket with flames along the sleeves, black pants, and red sneakers with flames on the sides. "Looks like you're eager to ignite the fight."
"Allow me to introduce myself. I'm called Firebolt. And I'm here to replace you as the leader of the Elements of Heroism!" Firebolt declared!
Burst blinked. "...Okay. Go ahead."
Firebolt fell on his back before springing back up to his feet with a shocked and confused expression on his face. "I'm...sorry. What?!"
"You say you want to replace me as leader, right?" Burst asked. "Well if you think you can do a better job, fine. I'll give you a trial run. to see if you can."
"But...but aren't you the least bit upset?!" Firebolt exclaimed! "Don't you find it insulting that I think I can replace you as a leader?! Doesn't that even SLIGHTLY motivate you to take up your arms against me?!"
Burst chuckled as he holstered his weapons. "Dude. I went through the exact same thing with my best friend Inferno. I wouldn't be a good leader if I had any doubts that my team...no, my friends, would be able to take charge when the time calls for it. I believe in all of them." Burst then smiled. "Besides, part of having power is knowing when to give it up. I assume you've trapped my friends in some sort of bubble over a lava pit, right?"
"Er...Yes!" Firebolt said nervously. "You may choose only one of them if you surrender your position as leader! Which one will it be?"
Burst sighed. "Look again."
Firebolt pulled up the vision sphere, and his jaw dropped! Inferno had absorbed the prison spell and was levitating the others to safety with his magic! "But...but how?!
"Dude. My friends and I took on two of the greatest enemies Equestria's faced." Burst said with a roll of eyes. "Do you REALLY think we'd take a break to hold the Idiot Ball now? Also, something tells me you were only bluffing with that lava pit. AND you're not really here to challenge me for leadership. So why are you REALLY here?"
Firebolt face palmed. "I told Master Aether that he didn't have anything to worry about. Now I came all the way out here for nothing. That lava was an illusion." Firebolt then saw Pinkie swimming about in the fake lava. "I showed up to test you to see if you were a good leader. But it looks like you've learned to be one the easy way. Still, how did you learn to be such a good leader so quickly?"
Burst smiled. "Easy! I just asked myself what Optimus Prime would do!" Firebolt was left dumbfounded. "Also, why did you say my dad's name and call him 'Master'? You a student of his or something?"
Firebolt nodded. "I am. Aether taught me how to use my magic and the way of mastering weapons. I must say, he's done even better work on you."
"Thanks! And now, I'm gonna kick your butt!" Burst said with a friendly smile as he drew his weapons. "Sorry dude. But you DID kidnap my friends and threaten them. And I gotta teach you a lesson." Firebolt was about to draw his sword when he was hit with a charge shot to the face! "Don't worry! Duelist Arms can only hurt evil entities! But...you still feel the damage instead of taking it."
'...And Master Aether keeps worrying he's gonna lose in a fight?!' Firebolt thought to himself as he slowly crawled out of the crater his impact had caused. "Okay. Now to show you what I can do!" Firebolt unsheathed the sword on his back. "The blade is named Artorius. And it was carved from the fang of a dragon! Let's see how a weapon that has a dragon's spirit does against one made from a dragon itself!" Burst charged at Firebolt, and their blades clashed! Both blades giving off brilliant lights as they locked blades! "You're good! But I've got a couple years experience ov-oof!" Firebolt had been kicked in the stomach by Burst! Burst then pulled off a shoryuken to his face! "...I surrender...."
Burst smiled. "Good. I was about to whip out my arm cannon! Then you'd really need the hospital!"
Firebolt blinked in equal parts awe and terror. "I'll...be going now. It was..nice... meeting you..." And with that, Firebolt vanished in a pillar of flame. The others had just shown up.
"Um, he DOES realize you were holding back still. Right?" Twilight asked.
Burst nodded and chuckled. "Let's just say I'm saving going all-out for a rainy day."

			Author's Notes: 
Firebolt is owned by KnightGomora1994.


	
		Episode 21: Dragon Souls



Burst and Inferno were playing a round of Yu-Gi-Oh! when they heard roars bellow through the sky! "Well. Wanna see what craziness is going on in town today?" Burst asked.
Inferno smirked. "Dude. You KNOW I'm down for this town's daily craziness. Let's check it out!" Inferno and Burst threw the door to Burst's house open, and stared in awe at the sky! Dragons were flying across the sky! "Whoa. Never thought I'd ever see so many dragons flying around in one day! Hope there's an air traffic warning in place."
"It's pretty rare to see a dragon migration." Burst said with a nod. "Hey, I've got an idea for a road trip! How about we tail the migration? It'll be fun!"
"Niiiiice." Inferno said with a grin. He then spotted Twilight and the girls watching the dragon migration. "Yo Rares! Enjoying the show?"
Rarity beamed at Inferno. "Nice to see you too darling. It truly is quite the sight, isn't it? Even Fluttershy came out. With Ty around she's become quite more out-going as of late. And who can blame her?"
Inferno nodded. "Glad to see you're all enjoying the Dragon Migration. You know, Burst and I were thinking of tailing the dragons to their migration site. It'll be one heck of a road trip!"
"In that case...could I come too?" Spike asked nervously.
Twilight was shocked! "But Spike! Those dragons are way bigger than you! Not to mention you're just a little dragon!" She was about to continue when Burst put a hand on her shoulder.
"Twilight. Spike doesn't know much about his own kind. And after the birthday incident, don't you think it'd be a good thing for him to learn a little bit more about his people? Besides, he won't be alone. Inferno and I are gonna be with him every step of the way. And if any of the dragons try to mess with our bro Spike..." Burst summoned his Duelist Arms. "We've come prepared." Burst smiled down at Spike. "C'mon dude! Pack your things! We're going on a road trip!" Spike beamed, and rushed off to pack the necessary belongings. He regrouped with Burst and Inferno shortly. "All right! Let's hit the road! Hop on my back Spike! And hold on tight!" Spike hopped onto Burst's back, and was soon soaring through the air! "How's the view?"
"This is so AWESOME!" Spike screamed at the top of his lungs! "This so much cooler than walking! Man! I can't wait until my wings grow!" Spike then smiled. "Huh. This is my first time hanging around other guys."
"Well, it won't be the last!" Inferno chimed in. "Us and the other Elements of Heroism are your friends too Spike! Maybe we'll even help you get in some training too!"
Burst smiled. "Just think of us as a big group of older brothers. That makes you our little bro!" Burst then caught sight of the dragon migration coming to a halt. "There we are!" Burst and Inferno soon landed, and Spike leaped off of Burst's back. "I think you'd better stick with the smaller dragons Spike." The trio caught sight of the large dragons thrashing about as they tried to find places to nap.
Spike gulped. "...Good idea..." Spike soon found a group of teenage dragons, but they mocked him from living with humans. But, they did give Spike the chance at least to prove himself a real dragon. Burst and Inferno frowned at the teenage dragons treating Spike badly. However, Spike managed to soon find himself accepted among the group of teenage dragons. 
"I think we should still keep an eye on Spike." Inferno suggested. "No telling what kinds of stupid stunts or trouble those dragons could talk him into."
Burst nodded. "And if they turn on him, we'll be there." The two set off to follow Spike and his newfound dragon company. Both Burst and Inferno froze when they saw them planning to steal a Phoenix egg. The two hoped that Spike wouldn't actually go through with it! They breathed a sigh of relief when they saw Spike refuse to steal the egg! The big red one, the leader of the group, was about to stomp on Spike! However, it was cut short from a blast from Burst's Twin Burst blasters. Burst slowly walked forth, and blew a wisp of smoke from his blasters' barrels. "You bunch of knuckleheads really shouldn't have tried to do that." Burst looked to Inferno. "They're all yours man."
Inferno cracked a smile as he cracked his knuckles and drew his weapons. "LET'S ROOOOCK!" The teenage dragons froze in fear as Inferno charged at them! Inferno knocked two of them out with his sword, and fried another two with shots from his blaster! The dragons weren't evil, but they DID have ill intent. So they wound up taking minor damage. Inferno then turned to Garble, and pointed his sword at Garble's face. "All right now. Let this be a lesson to you. DO NOT. Pick on our little brother. Now. You're gonna leave before I break out another can of butt-whoop on ya. Cool?" Garble nodded frantically as he and his gang took off screaming! "And THAT, is how you rock the dragon!" Inferno said with a grin. "Up-top Spike!" Spike hi-fived Inferno before noticing the phoenixes giving him their egg to take care of. "Looks like you're gonna have a little bro of your own!"
Spike smiled before frowning. "I guess maybe I'm not cut-out to be a dragon..."
Burst knelt down to Spike's level, and put a hand on his shoulder. "No Spike. You are a dragon. But not in body. No. A dragon isn't defined by their race. What truly makes a dragon is their resolve for a cause, or fighting to protect what they treasure. Those that live this way have the souls of dragons. And you proved that today Spike." Burst smiled as he hoisted Spike onto his shoulders. "Come on. Let's go home." And with that, the three made their return home.

	
		Episode 22: Heart of the Swarm



The Changeling Hive
Chrysalis was viewing the latest footage of the Elements of Heroism. "Hmmm. They could present quite the obstacle to our plans. Time to see how my ambitions pay off." Chrysalis stared at the five cocoons that lay in front of her, and smirked. "Looks like you five finally get to come out and play." Chrysalis' eyes glowed green as eyes opened in each of the cocoons! Glowing the same green as Chrysalis' eyes! "Now. Awaken." The five cocoons burst open, and five changelings crawled out of the goo that had pooled onto the floor. However, these changelings looked different from the regular changelings. One changeling looked like it had a scorpion tail, and claws that he retracted and extended as he flicked his wrists. Another had four spider legs sticking out from her back, and multiple eyes. There was one that looked like a hornet, and had blades that looked like the stinger of a hornet on each forearm. Yet another one looked like it was similar to a centipede. Multiple small, insect-like legs wriggled along his torso as it seemed to extend and contract. Lastly, there was one who seemed to have a hide like a beetle and the bulk to match. And the last one had arms like a praying mantis. He flicked his wrists, and blades like the front legs of a praying mantis merged into his hands! "You five shall do quite nicely. But you'll need names." Chrysalis walked down the line of odd changelings before her. Starting at the one that looked like a scorpion. "You shall be called Stinger." She then started to move down the line. Naming each of the other odd changelings. "You are Silk Snare. Needle. Carapace. Constrictor." Chrysalis stopped at the one that looked like a praying mantis. "And you are Blade." Chrysalis returned to her throne.
"So why did you wake us up?" Blade inquired. "We're mutants. Freaks among our own kind. What possible use could you have for us?"
Chrysalis smirked once again. "Actually, I woke you up for what I can do for you. A chance to make good use of your...unique traits. I promise that if you complete your task, the reward will be great. You shall gain great fame as the greatest warriors of the hive!" Chrysalis used her magic to bring up an image of Burst and the guys. "They are called the Elements of Heroism. And they stand in our way. Eliminate them by capturing them. Once they are out of the way, nothing shall stand in our way!" The mutant changelings bowed. "Go forth! Heart of the Swarm!" And with that, the five mutant changelings vanished in flashes of green light. But as she was alone, Chrysalis' facial expression was split in two. One side had a smirk, while the other had a sad frown.
Outskirts of the Everfree Forest
Burst and the other Elements of Heroism were out training with their Duelist Arms. And since Tyrannus was the newest member to obtain his weapons, Burst saw to it that he got the most focus! "C'mon Ty! Keep it up!" Tyrannus swung at Burst with his Brachio Staff, but Burst jumped and landed on it! Tyrannus caught this move, and swung at Burst with one of his Raptor claw gauntlets! Burst blocked the incoming attack with his sword! "Good! You're getting better at adding quick follow-ups to your attacks!" Burst fired a shot from one of his Twin Burst blaster pistols! Tyrannus rolled out of the way!
"Time to see which of our blasters packs the bigger shot!" Tyrannus said with a smirk as he drew his Tyranno Magnum! He and Burst then fired charged blasts at each other, but Burst's overpowered Tyrannus'! Tyrannus smiled as the dust cleared. "Well, at least I'm not left out of the weapons group anymore." The two charged at each other once again.
Meanwhile, Ace, Ice and Shadow were engaged in their own sparring session. Ace raised his shield to block a strike from Shadow's spear Celestial Protector! He then used his scarf's ability to turn into dragon wings to give him some altitude and came down full force with his sword! Shadow raised his spear and blocked the impact! But both rolled out of the way as soon as Ice charged in with his claymore! Ice's swing was powerful, but that made him vulnerable! A fact Ace and Shadow made good use of as they charged at Ice! Ice smirked. "Nice try bros! But I've been working on that little weak point!" Ice then shifted his weight forward, and executed a spin attack with his claymore! Ace and Shadow leaped back to avoid the tornado of fury that was Ice! "Okay. It took me ten tries to pull that off without getting dizzy." Ice said as he struggled to keep himself standing. Ace and Shadow couldn't help but laugh at the thought of Ice falling over after the spin attack. 
Steel and Akage were locking blades with each other for their training. "I always wanted to take on a ninja!" Steel said with a grin as he blocked Akage's blade with his shield before swinging at Akage with his own sword! "What other tricks do you have for this training?"
"I could teleport all over the place." Akage said with a chuckle. "But I wondered how my skills with the blade would fare against one of the fabled Elite Guard. And here I am sparring with their former captain. Let our blades resonate with our fighting spirit!" And the two renewed their clash! Venus and Fang in the meantime, were sparring with each other. Venus was blindfolded as he got into a fighting stance. 
"Uh, Venus? You sure about this?" Fang asked. "You're kind of at a disadvantage without your eyes."
Venus chuckled. "Fang. You've got great hearing and great smell. But you're not the only one who has extra heightened senses. Now come at me!" Venus readied his whip, Rose's Wrath, and awaited Fang's attack. Fang shrugged as he got into a pouncing position, and soon lunged at Venus! Only to be met with the lash of Venus' whip flailing around like a ring of thorns protecting Venus! "I'm not as blind as you think I am." Venus said with a smirk. "The earth also serves as my eyes." At the same time, Inferno and North were going at it with their magic skills. Inferno was hurling fireballs while North was using his magnetism magic to push away Inferno's blasts and try to pull Inferno in for a quick attack! Venus was using the earth to sense the position of his friends, but he froze when he felt a small group of unfamiliar presences through the earth! Two were right below himself and his friends! "GUYS! Get clear of the ground now!" The guys were confused, but jumped off the ground just in time! From the ground, two figures burst forth! Once the guys landed, they noticed that the figures were changelings. But what was weird is that they looked like they were based off of different insects. Their leader looked like a praying mantis. 
"So you're the guys we've gotta take down. I'm Blade." Blade then introduced each of the Heart of the Swarm respectively. "These are Silk Snare, Needle, Carapace, Constrictor, and Stinger. We're the Heart of the Swarm. But today, we'll be known as the first to beat the Elements of Heroism! ATTACK!"
Burst and the guys readied their weapons, and engaged the Heart of the Swarm! Burst locked blades with Mantis! "You wouldn't be the first to think you can beat us!" Burst forced away one of Blade's blade arms, and fired a charged shot right in his chest! Scorch marks were present at the site of impact! "Gotta say though. You're putting up a better fight than the first changelings we encountered."
Meanwhile, Venus and Fang were tangling with Constrictor! Fang charged at the centipede-like foe, but Constrictor expected this as his upper body stretched out, and coiled around Fang! Trapping him in an iron grip! Fang writhed as he tried to break free! "We won't be squashed as easily as those basic drones you fought! We're a different breed altogether!" Constrictor boasted as he tightened his coils on Fang!
"AAAGGH!" Fang screamed as more air was forced out of his lungs! However, Venus had other ideas! He coiled his whip, Roses' Wrath around Constrictor, and ignited its flames! Constrictor wailed in pain as the flames licked away at him, and released his grip on Fang! Fang gasped for air as soon as he stumbled towards Venus! "Thanks man!" He then narrowed his eyes. "Now for some payback!" Fang extended his gauntlet, Destiny Reaver, and its claws shot out! Fang then pulled himself forward and kicked Constrictor in the face! Then he bit Constrictor on the butt!  The mutant changeling took off screaming and Fang watched with a satisfied smile as Constrictor fled.
At the same time, Ice, Ace, and Shadow were taking on Stinger! The scorpion mutant changeling's stinger kept any of them from getting too close! "Hah! Go ahead! Try to get close! All you'll get is a tail full of poison! It won't destroy you! Just make you stay nice and still long enough to get dragged back to the hive!"
Shadow noticed a small magical seal circle around the blade of his spear Celestial Protector. Wasting no time, he hurled it at Stinger's tail! The spear turned into a beam of light that pinned Stinger's tail to the ground! Soon, glowing chains of light sprung up from a larger seal, and bound Stinger in place! "Ace! Ice! Strike now!" Ice charged forth as his claymore was wrapped in power force flames! Stinger howled in pain at the sizeable wound the large blade caused! A pain only furthered by the flames that raged around the blade! He was then met with a shield to the face from Ace that was followed by a slash across the chest! The chains soon dispelled, and Stinger went off to join the equally wounded Constrictor.
Steel and Akage were busy tangling with Needle in the meantime. The wasp mutant changeling's speed was on par with both Steel and Akage. And the fact he was able to shoot a barrage of mini stingers from his left hand didn't help the matter! Steel raised his shield to defend himself and Akage! "Man!" Steel groaned as another barrage of mini stingers came flying at him and Akage! "This guy just keeps spamming that projectile move! When's he gonna try something new?!" Needle hovered in the air, and narrowed his eyes at Steel.
Akage's eyes widened when he saw Needle dive-bomb him and Steel with his stinger blade! "I think he heard you." Akage's face then lit up! "And I think I know just how to swat him!" Akage got into a fighting stance and stared down Needle! Needle hovered before simply shrugging and diving right for Akage!
"Akage, are you nuts?!" Steel cried out!
Akage simply smiled as Needle got closer to him. Akage then jumped over Needle, and removed his scarf from his neck! He then landed on Needle's back and tied his scarf around Needle's head! Blinding the mutant changeling! "WOOOOHOOOOOO!" Akage crowed as he rode the panicking mutant changeling that was flying around in a panic! Steel couldn't help but laugh at the sight before him.
"Way to make the serious silly dude." Steel said with a thumbs-up. Akage then forced Needle to the ground before reclaiming his scarf! Needle skidded across the ground as his mouth filled with dirt!
Akage nodded with a satisfied smirk. "And I stuck the landing too."
North and Inferno were standing completely still as the beetle mutant changeling Carapace loomed over the. "You want the first hit, or me?" Inferno asked.
"This is my first fight." North said with a chuckle. "I think it's time to show you lads what I've got!" North's hands glowed as his magic. One hand cloaked in a red magic aura, and the other in a blue. North fired a beam of magic at Carapace, but it had little effect besides covering the mutant changeling in a slight red glow.
"This is all you've got wimp?" Carapace asked with a smirk. "It'll take something with a lot more punch to send me reeling!" He then pounded on his chest. "My hide's as tough as armor!" Carapace sneered down on North. "Heck, I'll even let you get in a free shot since your first attack was so pathetic!"
North smirked. "You want a punch?" North ran up to Carapace, and slugged him with his other fist! Sending the mutant changeling flying! "Was that good enough?" North asked as he cracked his knuckles. At the same time, Tyrannus was blocking off stabs from Silk Snare's dagger-like extra legs! The spider mutant changeling's  face twisted into a savage grin!
"All you fools are flies caught in our web!" She hissed! She then extended her arm, and fired out a stream of webbing! Tyrannus was shocked when his arm was caught in the webbing! Silk Snare sneered, and yanked Tyrannus to the ground! "Literally AND figuratively!" Tyrannus growled as he used his Brachio Staff to swat away any of Silk Snare's extra legs that tried to take a stab at him! Then, an idea came to him! Tyrannus flicked his right wrist, and the claw blades of his raptor gauntlet deployed! He then cut the line of webbing, and deployed his other gauntlet's claw blades! Tyrannus slashed repeatedly at Silk Snare's belly! A shower of sparks flew as blade clashed against chitin! Silk Snare clutched her torso in pain as she fell to her feet! Burst had just sent Blade flying, and the Heart of the Swarm staggered to their feet!
"You...how can this be?!" Blade fumed! "I knew the Avatars would give us trouble...but the rest of you are just human! How can you compare to us?!"
"Because we don't fight for ourselves." Burst answered as he summoned his Chaos MAX Cannon. He then aimed it at the Heart of the Swarm. "And you made the mistake of trying to mess with our home. I'm afraid I'll have to show you the door." Burst charged up a single shot from the cannon, and fired! The Heart of the Swarm were hit with a massive blast of chaos light energy! Causing cracks to appear on their exoskeletons as they were repulsed all the way back to their hive! Burst let out a sigh of relief. "I'd say all our off-screen training's paid off quite well boys. But we'd better let the girls know about this. Something tells me things are escalating. Quickly." And with that, the guys left to inform the girls of the recent attack and their victory. Needless to say, Twilight freaked out.
"WHAT?!" Twilight screamed! "You guys were ambushed by mutant changelings?! Why didn't you tell me and the girls?! We could've helped!"
"Twilight, calm down!" Burst said. "We sent them packing. Especially since we outnumbered and out-skilled them. But the weird thing is, Narico wasn't the target this time. It was us."
Ace scratched his head in thought. "Maybe...they consider us a threat. I know we're boasting considerable power, but we haven't had any conflict with them besides that small group that tried to take Narico."
Burst narrowed his eyes. "Then that brings up something more troubling: What could they be planning that they'd feel the need to take us down?" The group simply stood still. Contemplating whatever scheme the changelings had in store.

The Changeling Hive
Chrysalis gazed at the Heart of the Swarm as they lay still in healing cocoons. She reached out to caress the surface of one cocoon with a sorrowful expression on her face, but something made her halt her arm. She then clutched her chest in pain! "They failed. They deserve nothing! They have no place in the hive!", a voice screamed in her head! "Not you...not now!" Chrysalis groaned "SHUT UP!" Several changeling drones rushed as they heard Chrysalis scream! She had recovered. "You needn't concern yourselves." Chrysalis said flatly as she returned to her throne. She anxiously looked over the plan she had concoted. "If this doesn't rid me of you, nothing will!"

	
		Episode 23: Secret's Out



Narico sighed as he sat bored in Fang's house. His adoptive big brother was off training with his friends, and that left Narico home alone. Though he had an adult body, Narico's mind was still that of a child. However, it would have been odd if he had attended school in his current state. Hoping that it would give him some sense of how long he'd been detained in his prison of boredom, Narico looked at the clock. It was 3 pm. That meant school was out, and the CMC were most likely in their clubhouse. Narico smiled as he went out the door, and his wings began to buzz as he took flight for the CMC clubhouse. He soon arrived and knocked on the door. The CMC were pretty happy to see their changeling friend. Especially after the girls told them about Burst and the guys tangling with mutant changelings.
"Hi Narico!" Scootaloo greeted. "We were just planning out some activities on how to get our marks! Ya wanna help?"
Narico smiled. "Changelings don't have to worry about something like that, but sure!" Narico took a seat on the floor. "So. What's on the list?"
"Hmmm." Sweetie Belle rubbed her chin in thought. "Well we've got skydiving...but that sort of bombed on us." She then pulled up a list of the activities she and the other CMC had been doing. "Seamstresses didn't work out namely because Rarity got really upset with us for borrowing that gold silk without asking."
Apple Bloom scratched her head in confusion. "What ta do?"
Narico was about to scratch his own head when an idea came to him! "Hey...didn't Featherweight say he was working for the school newspaper? Maybe we could see if he needs some extra help with finding articles to write about." The CMC grinned as they pounced on Narico to give him a hug. The group then set out for the school's newspaper. "Youth Creek Press. This looks like the place." Things seemed to go well, but the CMC ran into a roadblock when it came what article they were going to write. They turned to Narico with wide smiles. "Why're you looking at me like that?"
"Well...yer a kid stuck in a grown-up's body right?" Apple Bloom asked. "Well, how'd ya get like that?"
Narico nodded. "Yeah. That's right."
"And you say you turned out this way because of a dream you had after you wished on a shooting star?" Sweetie Belle asked. "Maybe your dream was what made this possible."
Scootaloo then got right in Narico's face! "Well, spill it! What were you dreaming of?"
Narico sighed as he recalled the dream that landed him in his current body. "Well...I dreamed about a woman." Narico then smiled fondly. "I wished that I would meet my true love that night. I guess that must have been her in my dreams. She seem surprised by me. I was pretty surprised that she accepted me being a changeling. We talked for a good while, but then the dream ended when she was about to kiss me. Still, I don't think you three can base a story off of that. Maybe you should look around town? Maybe then something'll turn up." Narico watched the CMC leave with a hopeful smile only to find them return not a few minutes later with disappointed frowns. "I'm guessing there wasn't much going on?" Narico asked nervously.
Scootaloo groaned. "Man! The ONE DAY nothing happens around town! UGH!"
"But...we DID spot a lot of secrets!" Sweetie Belle noted. "How about we publish them in the newspaper under a false name?"
Narico instantly snapped at this! "NO!" The CMC were confused. Narico took a deep breath to compose himself. "Sorry girls. It's just...you know how no one knew I was a changeling when I showed up?"
Apple Bloom nodded. "Yeah. Ah heard that changelings were just monsters who wanna suck up yer love. But you were nice Narico!" Apple Bloom smiled nervously. Hoping that her closing remark was enough to recover from the stereotype statement she had started with.
"Well...I really can't blame many people for thinking that." Narico said as he remembered his original appearance. "But imagine if you did know, and decided to blurt my secret out to everyone?" The CMC's smiles dropped instantly. "You would have hurt me. Everyone would try to hunt or kill me just because of what I was. Heck, I may look different, but I'm still a changeling." Narico looked the CMC right in the eye. "The point is, secrets hurt people when they're leaked. And it's even worse when the one who spills the secret decides they're not hurting anyone by keeping quiet. Do you see where I'm going with this?" The CMC nodded. Narico gave them a small smile in return. "Thank goodness. Now come on. I think we'd better had in your resignations." And with that, the CMC's search for their special talents resumed.

	
		Episode 24: Spirit of Love



Ace sighed as he sat on his couch. Burst had Celestia, Inferno had Rarity, Tyrannus had Fluttershy, Steel had Rainbow Dash, and Akage was starting to date Pinkie. A good number of his friends had girlfriends, and even the single ones caught the eyes of some of the women around town. But no girl ever thought of even looking Ace's way. Yet, as luck would have it, a certain Avatar Princess of Love sensed Ace's lonely heart. Cadence smiled as she pulled out an amulet, and enveloped it in the teal aura of her magic. "There's one who needs your help. With you, he'll find his way." Cadence then sent the amulet away with her magic. At the same time, Ace soon wound the amulet floating before him. Needless to say, he was pretty surprised to see the amulet floating in the air before him.
"Well...only one way to find out what this thing does and why it came to me..." Ace said as he reached out and touched the light pink gem at the center of the amulet. A flash of pink light came out, and it soon condensed into a figure. In specific, a cute girl dressed in what Ace could only assume as an outfit straight out of the magic girl anime he kept tucked away. The female spirit smiled kindly at Ace.
"Hi!" DMG said with a giggle. "Name's Dark Magician Girl! Professional Love spirit at your service!" And she finished off her entrance with a cute wink.
Ace was trying to register the thoughts running through his mind at the sudden development. "You! Amulet! Spirit?! How?!" Ace then took a deep breath. "Okay. Let's start over. I'm Arctic Ace. Please call me Ace. Nice to meet you."
"Nice to meet you too Ace! Call me DMG for short!" DMG said with a giggle. "I'm a love spirit, yes. I got sent here to help you with your love problems!" She then clapped her hands together. "So! What seems to be the problem?"
Ace scratched his head. "Well...I don't have a girlfriend."
DMG giggled. "Well that's an easy fix!" She then surveyed Ponyville. "There's plenty of girls in town! In fact, it's almost only girls here! All you gotta do is talk to them!"
"That...brings up another problem..." Ace said nervously. "I kinda...sorta...don't know how to talk to girls. A fact made painfully clear by the fact about half my friends are already in happy relationships." Ace then sighed. "I'm not as sensitive as Ty, chill like Steel, passionate like Inferno, or smooth like Burst! AGH!" Ace threw himself on the couch. "Maybe I'm destined to be forever alone..."
DMG gave Ace a small smile as she floated over Ace. "Aww~! Don't be like that! Those guys aren't that way by nature. That's not why they can speak to girls so easily."
Ace's interest was piqued. "Then...how are they able to do it?"
"They speak from their hearts." DMG said with a bright smile! "And they speak with their hearts to the people who hold their hearts."
Ace gave DMG a small smile. "Well, I guess all I gotta do now is wait for the right girl to show up."
DMG blinked before sighing and face-palming. "Cadence. You really gave me quite the task." She then looked Ace right in the eye. "I've got a LOT of work to do." And thus, Ace's schooling in the ways of speaking to girls began.

	
		Episode 25: Wedding-Crashed Part 1



Burst let out a yawn as he and the guys went to meet Twilight and the girls. Apparently, they'd all been summoned to Canterlot. "Any idea what the big deal is Twi?" Burst asked.
Twilight's eyes went wide when she opened the envelopes Princess Celestia had sent! "My big brother's getting married!" Twilight's face then contorted in rage! "And to some princess I've never heard of!"
"Princess you never-Oh! You must mean Celestia's niece! Cadence!" Burst said with a smile. Twilight then grabbed Burst by the coat!
"WHY DO YOU KNOW SO MUCH MORE ABOUT HER THAN ME?!" Twilight begged.
"Easy. I'm dating Celestia. Remember?" Burst asked.
Twilight blushed. "Oh...right. Well, I guess that info actually helps a lot. And now I'm actually happy Shining's getting married! And to my old babysitter no less!"
"Well since you seem good to go.." Burst and the guys summoned their weapons. "Let's be off then."
"Um, Burst? Why are you and the guys bringing along your Duelist Arms?" Twilight asked.
Burst's gaze then turned serious. "Those mutant changelings we fought were sent to take me and the guys out because we were seen as a threat to the plans of the changelings. I've been thinking over when they might strike..." Burst then stole a glance at the group's wedding invite. "And this wedding might just be the place where they're planning to strike."
Fang looked to Narico. "Narico? I know you're not in the hive anymore, but can you pick up on any changeling thoughts?"
Narico frowned in concentration. "I've...heard whispers about a 'perfect day'. But I can't pick up on any specifics. Sorry if it sounds a bit self-centered, but I'm just glad that I'm not the center of their attention anymore."
"It's cool Narico." Inferno said with a nod before giving him a joking smile. "But still, we're bringing you along anyway. Spot out any changelings looking to feed on the love fest." The group shared a laugh before making their way to the train station. It was a long ride, but they helped pass the time with conversations. The girls were hoping to play parts in planning the coming royal wedding. The guys on the other hand, had more pressing matters of discussion. Namely, the bachelor party. The two group had gotten so caught up in their talking, they almost didn't notice they'd arrived. They made their way to the castle, and were greeted by Twilight's brother. The captain of the guard. Shining Armor.
"TWILY!" Shining called out as he ran to meet his little sister. "It's so good to see you again!" He then noticed Twilight's friends, and Burst and the others. "Looks like you brought all your friends along too."
"So you're the guy who's been taking care of the Elite Guard while I was gone!" Steel said with a smirk. 
Shining was surprised to find out that the captain of the Elite Guard was so young! Not to mention part of a team that fought the spirit of chaos itself! "Looks like I'm in the presence of some heavy-hitters."
Burst smiled, and stepped forward. "Wanna see how we stack up?" Burst then summoned his Duelist Arms. "I've got a whole lot of minutes to kill."
Shining Armor smirked. "Bring it on!" Shining Armor's shield and sword glowed with enchantments as he drew them. The two circled each other before locking blades! Shining Armor may have been the captain of the guard, but the training Burst's father had given him was of a legendary avatar. Not to mention a surviving knight of Faust. Burst soon forced Shining Armor's Sword into the ground, and fired off a shot from one of his Twin Burst blasters! But when the smoke cleared, Shining Armor was protected by a pink dome of magic! Shining Armor smirked as he lowered his shield slightly. "Nice move! But my weapons are named Guardian's Resolve for a reason. They reflect my duty to protect Equestria. This shield spell stands as strong as my resolve!"
"Then let's see whose resolve is stronger." Burst said with a winning smile. He then holstered his weapons, and summoned the Chaos MAX Cannon! "Chaos Neutron Blast!" Burst fired a blast of chaos energy from his arm cannon, and it broke Shining Armor's shield! And as if it reacted to Shining's defensive spell, Shining Armor was sent flying twice as hard into the nearby wall! "Looks like the dragon's come out on top this time." Burst helped Shining Armor out of the impact he'd made in the wall.
"Remind me not to get you mad." Shining Armor said with a small smile as he dusted himself off. "Still. If you can break my strongest shield spell, it's a good thing we've got you and the other Elements of Heroism on our side." Shining Armor's expression then turned serious. "Besides...we just might need a few extra fighters." Shining Armor then cast a shield spell over all of Canterlot. "Canterlot's been under threat of an invasion. So Princess Celestia's tasked me with putting up a shield that'll keep anyone from getting in. Or any spies trying to get out."
"Well, I think we can make it easier for you Shining." Burst said with a nod. "Because my friends and I know exactly who's threatening Canterlot. The Changelings."
Shining Armor just chuckled. "Well, they'll be bugs against a window thanks to this shield spell." He then let out a fond sigh. "And I'll be able to enjoy the best day of my life without any fear of danger occurring." Shining Armor's smile soon widened when he caught sight of a particular woman. "Speak of my soon-to-be wife..." Burst and the others took a moment to take in Cadence's appearance. She had medium pink skin, her eyes were purple, her hair was a mix of light gold, pink, and purple. She had wings the same color of her skin, and her outfit consisted of golden shoes, a light pink dress that had a teal heart ornament at the center, and a small golden crown on her head.
"Is there a problem here?" Cadence asked crossly. Twilight was so happy to see Cadence that she started the chant they used to do! But to Twilight's shock, Cadence didn't even seem to recognize it! Narico was puzzled as to why Cadence would act so distant. From what Twilight had told them, they were very close. Narico probed Cadence's emotions, and instantly recoiled! What he saw was nothing like the person Twilight had described. But what furthered Narico's fear was the aura Cadence emitted. An aura he had only encountered in the hive. Narico began to shiver in fear. And much to his dismay, "Cadence" noticed. She was about to engage him when Burst stepped in.
"You'll have to forgive our friend." Burst said with a nervous smile. "He's just nervous being in such a big city!"
Cadence's mood quickly turned pleasant. "Oh. I'm sure he'll adapt. I've adjusted quite well myself." She then shot a flirty smile at Burst. "Pleased to meet you. I am Princess Mi Amore Cadenza."
"Name's Burst Stream. Leader of the Elements of Heroism." Burst said with a polite smile.
"You know, I'm called the Princess of Love." 'Cadence' said as she brought herself closer to Burst. "I certainly wouldn't mind showing you some."
Burst backed away. "No thanks. I've already got someone who holds my heart." Burst then narrowed his eyes. "Besides, you're acting a bit too friendly for a soon-to-be-bride. Also, we need to head to our rooms." As they left, Burst pulled the entire group for a meeting. "Guys? Wasn't Cadence acting radically different from the way Twilight described her? It's like she's an entirely different person. Plus, I was picking up on an odd energy from her."
"She IS going to be married soon darling." Rarity pointed out. "Stress tends to bring out our more irritable sides. Especially since such a special day is so close!"
Inferno frowned. "I've had to deal with plenty of stress during my time on stage. But even then, I never acted like a completely different person. Plus, is Shining Armor SURE he wants to marry that woman? She got WAY to friendly with you out there Burst!"
"Actually, you're not the only one who got a bad feeling about her." Fang added. "I can usually sense the intent of a person by sniffing them. But when I caught a whiff of Cadence, her intent was almost impossible to decipher. Like she was hiding. And..." Fang looked to Narico. "Narico tried to probe Cadence's emotions. Changelings feed off of love, so that allows them to have empathic senses. They can read emotions. But what Narico saw...it scared him. He's still shivering!"
"Then I'll keep an eye on Cadence!" Twilight said with determination! "I've got to find out why she's acting so weird!" Twilight then looked to each of the girls. "And I'd like for you five to also keep tabs on her. Make note of anything unusual about her!" The girls left to their plans while the guys headed for their rooms. But before they left, Burst stopped Fang and Narico.
"Fang? Could I speak with Narico for a moment?" Burst asked. Fang nodded. Burst knelt in front of Narico with a contemplative look on his face. "Narico? I know whatever you felt back there was scary, but you need to tell us what it felt like. And why it's got you so afraid. Please Narico. If you don't feel safe talking about it, I'll stop pressuring you."
Narico stopped shivering in fear and looked Burst in the eye. "When I probed through her emotions...I found almost no love. But..b-but that's not what scared me the most." Narico began to shiver again. "The aura I sensed from her...it was a presence I've only felt back in the hive."
Burst narrowed his eyes. "Looks like my hunch was right. I think I know what the 'perfect day' those changelings you were listening in on really is. But we can't go in without any substantial proof. It looks like we'll need to work on a plan as we go. For now? Let's get some rest." Burst and the others soon retired to their rooms. Each drifting off to a restful night's slumber. However, the dreams of Canterlot soon had an unexpected guest. Nightmare Moon was drifting through the dreamscape when she happened upon, well, a nightmare. 
"Another avatar?" Nightmare mused as she sensed the dreamer's essence. She peered in, and saw Cadence being locked away under the caverns. Wasting no time, Nightmare entered the dream and vanquished the terrors plaguing the avatar of love. However, Nightmare made sure to keep herself out of sight.
Cadence slowly raised her head to find her dreams were barren. "..Hello?" She asked nervously.
"Do not fear." Nightmare's voice called out from everywhere. "Your bad dream has ended. Yet, I know it is one spawned from the waking world. Who are you? And what troubles in the waking world weigh on you?"
"C-Cadence." Cadence answered nervously. "I'm called Cadence. And I've been kidnapped and impersonated by a changeling queen. She...she plans o-on taking my place at my wedding a-and taking over my home!' Cadence broke down crying! "My Shining Armor doesn't even realize I'm gone..." Cadence felt an invisible hand wipe away her tears.
"No need for that." Nightmare replied. "Help will come. I shall see that." Nightmare left Cadence's dreams, and searched the dreamscape for those who had ties to Cadence. However, she paused when she felt a familiar presence. "It's him..." Nightmare travelled to the source of the presence, and found a familiar face. She gazed into Burst Stream's dreams, and found him contemplating thoughts that were in-line with Cadence's troubles. "Your theory is quite correct."
Burst froze in his dreams as he heard the voice ring-out from all around him. "Who's there?!"
"We've met before Burst Stream." Nightmare Moon said while keeping herself out of sight. "And we will meet again. However, there are more urgent matters that you must attend to. You are right to be weary of Cadence. For she is not Cadence at all."
Burst narrowed his eyes. "I knew it. But why are you telling me this? Who are you? And where's the real Cadence?"
"You've already seen me. As for why? I guess...I just don't want to see a wedding day ruined. The real Cadence is located in the caverns below Canterlot. A location not so easily navigated. This is all I can tell you. Farewell..." Nightmare soon left the dreamscape, and opened her eyes. "I never imagined to encounter you so soon." Nightmare then fell into her own slumber once again.

The Next Morning
Burst was troubled as he brushed his teeth the next morning. "What a weird dream last night..." he thought out loud. Burst was soon dressed. 'That voice said the real Cadence was trapped under the caverns below Canterlot. But how am I gonna get to her? I can't sense her energy because I've never met her. The only clue I even have to get to her is that she's the Princess of-...wait. That's it!' Burst rushed over to the guys, and got in Fang's face. "Fang! I need to borrow Narico!"
Fang blinked. "Um...okay? But what do you need my adoptive little brother's help for?"
"It came to me in a dream." Burst said with a smile. "I'll need to fetch Twilight too! See ya!" Burst soon got Twilight, and soon informed the two of his dream. "The voice said the real Cadence is in the catacombs beneath Canterlot. But I can't go it alone. Narico? I know it may be asking a lot, but I need you to sense out Cadence's love. Or at the very least, try to sense it. Twilight? You'll help navigate. All I can ask now is if you two are in."
"No way I'm sitting this out!" Twilight said with a determined look in her eyes! "I gotta make sure Shining and Cadence's special day goes perfect!" Twilight then blushed sheepishly. "Plus...I could really use some proof to expose the impostor."
Narico nodded. "I'll do my best if it's to help my new family. But Twilight's gonna have to find us a way into the catacombs first. Can't go in for the rescue if we can't even get in."
"Leave it to me!" Twilight said with a grin. Twilight focused her magic, and soon found a passage not far from them. "A quick phasing spell should get us through!" Twilight's hands glowed with the pink aura of her magic as she cast the spell on herself, Burst, and Narico to phase them through to the passage. "Okay Narico. This is your time to shine!"
Narico nodded, and his horn glowed with a faint green aura. His eyes snapped open not a few seconds later! "I found her! Follow me!" And the trio took off sprinting through the catacombs!
Meanwhile, near Cadence's prison, three members of the Heart of the Swarm stood guard. Silk Snare sat on a mini-web of her own making. Tied to many strands of nearly invisible webbing that would alert her comrades Carapace and Constrictor to any possible intruders. Carapace was sitting with his arms and legs crossed. A frustrated expression on his face ever present. Silk took note of Carapace's mood. "Pace? What's wrong? You've been cross ever since we got here. Aren't you happy to be of service to the hive?"
Carapace shook his head. "I hate this plan." He said flatly. Buzzing his wings for emphasis. "This isn't like Queen Chrysalis. Not the one we knew before we were sealed in those cocoons. The whole hive is left empty save for any nymphs, and all the able-bodied adults were called in for this plan. Then again..." Carapace's face went grave. "...this could be a result of the queen's madness."
"I've only heard whispers about it from drones." Constrictor chimed in as he stretched his extendable middle section. "They say the queen's been telling a voice to 'shut up' and that she's not better than these princesses here in Equestria. I don't know who she's arguing, but I'm hard pressed to agree with the queen. Makes me wonder why we just don't try to spread the love so we can just breathe it in."
Silk sighed. "You know the we don't have that problem Constrictor. A little side effect from our mutations. Though, it is nice not to feel my stomach clawing at my mind every few minutes. But we've also lost our shape-shifting." Silk then looked at the floor. "Still...you've got a good point." Silk then noticed one of the strands of webbing she'd laid out tremble. "It looks like we have guests." Silk then sniffed the air. "And it appears one of our kind is leading them." At the same time, Burst, Twilight and Narico were closing in on Cadence's presence. Only to be met with a wall.
"Cadence should be on the other side of this wall." Narico informed. However, Burst soon forced him and Twilight to the ground as a strand of webbing shot out at them! Silk used her extra spider legs to crawl out of her hiding spot. Twilight was equal parts fascinated and terrified to see one of the mutant changelings Burst and the guys had faced-off against a week or two prior to now. "You again?" Silk sighed as she leaped down to the floor, and raised her hands. "All right. No point in trying to push you back."
Burst was confused. "Wait. You guys don't want to fight?"
"You and your friends together kicked our chitin." Constrictor noted. "And since you're an avatar, you'd wipe the caverns with our backsides. I'd prefer not to spend another week in a healing cocoon." Constrictor then noticed Narico shivering. "Well I'll be. I didn't think there were others like us."
Narico blinked in confusion. "What do you mean?" Narico shrunk away when Carapace leaned down and scanned him with his magic. "H-how am I like you?"
Carapace backed off. "Because you do not have the hunger. Like us. And you have also lost the ability to shape shift. Yet your appearance is also less hostile than a regular changeling." Carapace moved aside. "Yet I can tell you weren't born like that. There may be hope for our people yet."
Burst gave the three mutant changelings a small smile. "I knew you weren't all bad. The Duelist Arms would've done a lot worse to you if you didn't at least have some form of good inside you. But you might wanna stand back." Burst drew one of his blaster pistols. He then shot a charged blast that decimated the wall! Revealing Cadence in the process. "Princess Cadence. I believe there's someone who's been dying to meet you." Twilight rushed to Cadence, and the two shared a hug. Cadence nervously stepped out when she looked to the mutant changelings. "Don't worry. They're not gonna give us trouble. But now we've gotta save Shining Armor. And I've got a plan."
"But how are you going to do that?" Cadence asked. "That impostor won't let Shining Armor out of her sights!"
Burst smirked. "My plan involves a bachelor party..."

	
		Episode 26: Wedding-Crashed Part 2



Chrysalis stood disguised as Cadence as Shining finished getting on his more casual clothes. 'How is this guy the captain of the guard? He didn't even notice I impersonated his fiancé. Even before I used the thrall spell.' A small smile graced Chrysalis' disguised face. 'But...I guess it just shows how much he trusts her.'Chrysalis' smile saddened, and another voice popped into her head.
'Something you will never know.', A harsh, female voice said with a sneer in her tone.
Chrysalis frowned. 'Why can't you leave me be?!' She mentally shot back. She was about to lose it right there when Burst and the guys burst in! "Um...can we help you?"
"It's the night before Shining Armor's wedding." Inferno said with a smirk. "That means it's party time! We GOTTA throw a bachelor party before you two tie the knot!"
Burst gave the disguised queen a small smile. "You wouldn't want to deny a guy his last night of freedom, would you?"
"...Fine. But bring him back here before 1 AM." Chrysalis said with an annoyed sigh.
Burst and the guys immediately grabbed Shining Armor, and left the castle grounds. "So. What's the plan men?" Shining Armor asked with a grin. He was then bonked on the head with the broadside of Burst's Bahamut Edge. 
"We have the package." Burst said with a nod. "Now all we gotta due is deliver it. But first..." Burst pulled out his phone, and dialed Celestia's number. "I gotta make a call. You guys go on without me. I'll catch up soon." The other Elements of Heroism nodded, and Burst soon got a hold of Celestia. "Celestia? It's Burst. This is something that can't wait until morning. Can you meet me at the hotel the guys and I are staying at? Thanks. I love you too." And with that, Burst flew after his friends as they returned to the room they were using as their temporary headquarters.
Meanwhile, at said room, Cadence was looking at Narico and the mutant changelings with equal parts fascination and confusion. Narico noticed Cadence's expression, and flew over to her. "Is something wrong? You've been looking at me, Silk, Constrictor, and Carapace weird all the time we've been here." Narico then looked at Twilight furiously scribbling down notes as Silk disclosed the stats of the other mutant changelings.
Cadence blinked and smiled kindly. "Oh, it's nothing. It's just...you all act like a bunch of little kids for being all grown up."
Narico blinked. "Well, I AM still a little kid. Or at least, my mind still is."
"Why do you think we've taken to calling him 'little brother'?" Carapace said with a good-natured laugh.
Cadance smiled. "So did Chrysalis have all of you? Is that why you call each other brothers and sisters?"
Constrictor shook his head. "No. See, our hive is a lot like the hives of other insects. Chrysalis being our queen. She's responsible for taking care of us, so that's why she's like our mother. But she started acting odd a century ago. She keeps yelling at a voice that only she can hear to shut up."
Cadence's expression soon shifted to a concerned look on her face. "Maybe that explains the odd presence I felt from within her while she imprisoned me. It's like her face was split in two-" Cadence's musings were cut short when Burst and the guys showed up carrying a knocked-out Shining Armor.
"Sorry if the package is a bit roughed up." Burst said with a nervous smile as he set Shining Armor on the bed. "Hope he's not too mad that he won't have a real bachelor party." Burst then noticed Shining Armor starting to come-to. "Do your thing Cadence."
Cadence lifted Shining Armor's head, and planted a kiss on him. Soon, a green glow dissipated from his eyes and he groaned in discomfort and confusion. "Cadence? Twily?" Shining Armor asked as the mind control spell lifted. "What happened? Agh! I feel like I got bumped on the head..."
"Yeah, that was me." Burst said as he scratched his head. "Had to knock you out so you wouldn't put up a fight."
Shining Armor shook his head as he took in the information. As well as the unusual guest that were the mutant changelings. "So...if this is the real Cadence...just who was I almost married to?!"
"That would be Queen Chrysalis." Silk stated plainly. "And it's good thing you were knocked out. Mind Control spells can only trace their casting subjects when they're conscious."
Shining had a distraught look on his face. "...I can't believe I messed up so bad..."
"Well we're making it right now." Twilight said with a smile. "That's all that matters now."
"Indeed my faithful student." The room went silent when Princess Celestia arrived. "Once again, your instincts never fail you. Had the façade of Chrysalis continued, you'd have been seen as crazy."
Burst smiled. "Chrysalis' disguise was almost perfect. But she made one crucial mistake."
"And that was?" Twilight asked with interest.
"She hit on me while posing as the bride-to-be." Burst said with a smirk. "If the bride's getting that friendly with other guys before the wedding, there's no way that love's real. Besides..." Burst shot a loving look at Celestia. "I've already got My Little Princess. And she's super hot." Celestia giggled at the compliment. "But now? We gotta focus on a plan to expose Chrysalis. But not to paint her people as monsters." Burst then pointed at Narico. "You're proof that your people can change Narico. It's time that your queen embrace the meaning in a positive way. Here's what we're gonna do..."
Chrysalis sat worried in the room Shining Armor was sharing with her. 'He hasn't returned yet. And I couldn't track him. What if something went wrong?' A sinister chuckle went off in her mind. 'I don't want to hear from you! This plan was foolish enough and put too much at stake!'
'Don't tell me you actually care about that fool.' The voice said. A sneer in its tone. 'He's little more than a meal. And once he's served his purpose, there'll be no need for him. Besides, we are better than those pitiful princesses! We are above them!'
Chrysalis scowled. 'You're not fooling anyone. Especially not me. Considering they're so beloved by their subjects, I'd say they have quite the edge over us. The nymphs cower the second I so much as look at them! Because you see everyone beneath you as little more than tools! I may not have birthed all of them, but they look to me for what to do! And all they get is you demeaning them!' Chrysalis was soon snapped out of her mental warfare when she heard the door open and saw Shining Armor walk in and sit beside her. "You're back. Party not go well?"
"Burst and his friends were hanging around their girlfriends. And, well..." Shining Armor looked to Chrysalis. Knowing full well that she was still under the guise of his soon-to-be wife. "..It made me miss you. So I left to get in some extra time before you and I are bonded forever." Shining Armor wrapped his arms around the disguised Chrysalis. "I wanted to spend one more night with you before the best day of our lives." Shining Armor eased the two of them onto the bed. 'Good thing I cast a resistance enchantment before I went to see her.' He soon noticed that Chrysalis' disguise had faded from her eyes. He had to admit that they did look quite lovely. Even if she was just posing as his bride. "You've got wonderful eyes." Shining Armor soon fell asleep with his head resting on Chrysalis' chest. "Goodnight."
Chrysalis anxiously snaked her arms around Shining Armor. "...Good...night..." Chrysalis soon fell into an uneasy slumber as her battle within raged on.
The next morning came, and Shining Armor stood with the disguised Chrysalis. Things seemed to be going smoothly. That is, until Burst threw the doors open with Narico, Silk, Constrictor, and Carapace by his side. "Hey everyone! Sorry for the intrusion, but I had a couple of extra friends to bring along. Forgive them. They lost their invites." Everyone else was a little confused at the sudden interruption, but Chrysalis was mentally panicking. "As well as another guest I'm sure you'd all like to meet." It was then that the real Cadence strolled in, and Shining Armor calmly walked over to her. Burst then smirked and pointed at the disguised Chrysalis. "You can drop the act Chrysalis. Twilight's suspicions were spot-on from the moment she met you. Your plan almost worked. If you hadn't tried flirting with me during our first encounter."
Chrysalis' disguise ripped away out of both shock and impressment. Her shock was soon replaced with a smirk of her own. "So you're the male avatar who's been the buzz around Equestria. I must say. You're far more impressive than the reports my scouts gave me suggest." Chrysalis' eyes looked over Burst's form. "So much more indeed. You have cunning that any of my most skilled infiltrators would envy. Which brings me to an interesting proposition." Chrysalis shot a look over to Shining Armor and Cadence. "I've got no control over the dashing groom, but I DO have an entire army waiting outside the shield chipping away at it. Ready to strike. However, I am more willing to call them off and be on my way on one condition."
"And what's that?" Burst asked with a cocked eyebrow.
Chrysalis pointed at Burst. "Join me as my king. A queen is quite the upgrade from princess, wouldn't you say?"
Burst blinked before taking a deep breath and walking over to Chrysalis. Stopping when he was about five feet away from her. "I can't love someone with no love in their heart. Plus, Nightmare Moon was hotter." The entire crowd's jaws dropped at the bold statement Burst had made right in the changeling queen's face! Chrysalis herself stumbled in shock at how blunt Burst was while Celestia's eyes shrunk at hearing the whole statement. Burst smirked knowing he'd thrown Chrysalis off, but his expression turned serious as soon as he saw her recovering. "Now that I've got your attention, I've got a very important question to ask you. Why didn't you take the easy way out?"
"What are you talking about?" Chrysalis asked with a scoff.
"Why didn't you just tell Cadence about your people's needs?" Burst asked. "She's the avatar of love. If you'd just explained that you and your people need love to live, she probably would have been more than happy to give you the love you need! Or for that matter, why not make it your DUTY to spread positive emotions throughout Equestria? How can you call yourself a good leader if you didn't consider all the possible options for your people's well being?" Burst noticed the breaking facade of calm on Chrysalis' face. "For a race with the word 'change' in it, you're certainly inflexible." Burst then addressed the changelings in the room. "Aren't there any among you who are tired of the hunger?" Burst then looked to Narico and pointed at him. "He found an end to the hunger. You all can too. You are Changelings. Now is your chance to change how you are seen. Stand by me, and I'll stand by you." Burst stood still as the entire room was on-edge. Waiting for Chrysalis' response.
"..Wait. Really?" Chrysalis asked. A joyous smile soon graced her face. "That...that's incredible!" Chrysalis reached out her hand, but soon recoiled!
'You fool! What is wrong with you!?! We've been ruling like this for too long to give it up now!' The voice in her head hissed!
"Too bad! It's time for a change!" Chrysalis shot back at her other self! Chrysalis reached out and shook Burst's hand. When she did, a ripple of light shot out of her! When the light faded, two changeling queens stood in place of one. One on her knees was unmistakably Chrysalis with her teal hair and green double-iris eyes. Except her dress had changed. Now she was wearing a green dress that draped down to her knees with what looked like a butterfly on the front. But the other had scarlet hair and pink eyes. And she looked far more sinister sporting a red dress full of holes with a broken heart on the front. The more sinister version let out a cackle of laughter as she stood.
"AHHAH HAHAHHAHAHAH HAH HA HA HA! At last! Heart Eater lives!" Heart Eater cackled with evil joy.
Chrysalis slowly rose to her feet. "Yes. And now..." Chrysalis' hands glowed with the green glow of her magic! "YOU DIE!" Heart Eater scowled and met Chrysalis' green magic with her own blood-red blast! "If I had known why mother destroyed you so long ago, I would have left your heart to fade off into the void!" Chrysalis screamed as she tried to push against Heart Eater's blast! "For centuries you slowly drove me to madness! Made my people fear me! And pushed me to this reckless plan! You would lead us to extinction just to sate your ambition!"
Heart Eater just sneered as she soon overpowered Chrysalis! Chrysalis soon lay on the ground exhausted from pouring all she could into the blast. But she had done so with restraint due to all the room's occupants. "You're so soft." Heart Eater spat as she looked down at the defeated Chrysalis. Celestia was enraged and flared her magic, but Heart Eater wagged her finger in the air. "I don't think so. You wouldn't want to harm any of your precious subjects by getting crazy in here, would you?" Celestia scowled as she powered down. Heart Eater smirked. "True. This plan was all my own devices. I planned on staging the invasion for the wedding. And don't think I've forgotten about my friends outside the shield. There are plenty of drones that were born mindless. Ones who will follow my commands without protest. As any good pawn should." Heart Eater's smirk soon grew into a sneer. "This day truly will be per-" Heart Eater was cut-off when she was kicked in the face! Burst slowly lowered his leg and turned in Heart Eater's direction as she staggered to recover. He then fired a shot from one of his Twin Burst blaster pistols that pushed Heart Eater closer to a nearby wall! Burst then charged at Heart Eater with a mighty roar!
"RRRRRAAAAAGGGHHH!" Burst screamed as he leaped at Heart Eater and bust through the wall! As they fell to the ground, Heart Eater slashed Burst across the chest with her claw-like nails! But sparks flew from her slashes due to Burst's skin being dragon scales! Burst then fired off multiple shots from his blaster right in Heart Eater's face! Each blast left scorch marks on Heart Eater's chitin! As they neared the ground, Burst let go and kicked Heart Eater hard in the stomach! Further increasing the damage she took upon impact! Burst then drew his sword and got into a fighting stance!
Heart Eater groaned in pain as she exited the crater. Cracks were visible on her chitin, and an unamused look was upon her face. "You are either very brave, or very foolish boy."
"Love makes a guy do crazy things." Burst said with a shrug. "And now..." Burst holstered his blaster, and his hand glowed with the blue aura of his magic. A barrier was soon cast that covered a good portion of where he and Heart Eater were standing. He then smiled as he saw a faint yellow-gold glow coming his way. "Now we've got plenty of room to get crazy. Good thing the people here cleared out when they saw us plummeting down here." Burst resumed his fighting stance. Heart Eater sneered, but flew out of the way when a blast of yellow-gold magic was fired in her direction. Princess Celestia soon landed.
"Well. Looks like it's going to be royal vs. royal." Heart Eater said with a sneer. "I bested Chrysalis! YOU WILL BE NOTHING!" Heart Eater fired her most powerful blast of magic at Celestia, but Celestia pushed it back with a blast of her own! Heart Eater was instantly overwhelmed and was flattened against the shield Burst put up! "How...?" she groaned. "You should've been holding back..."
Celestia frowned. "Indeed. I would have. In the proposal hall." Celestia then cracked her knuckles. "But you forget. We're not there at the moment. Are we?" Heart Eater froze in fear at Celestia's words as the princess of the sun continued. "You know, I used to think that Chrysalis and her people were parasites with how she went about ensuring their survival. But now that you've made your presence known, I know better than that. The changelings aren't parasite, and neither is Chrysalis." Celestia brought her face but an inch from Heart Eater's. "YOU are." Celestia then backed away. "It's time I teach you a lesson. But first..." A golden light enveloped Celestia, and she soon stood clad magestic in white and gold armor. Another flash went off in her hands, and a flaming broadsword as well as her katana with a blade of light magic materialized in her hands. "Meet my Celestial Arms. The broadsword is called Solar Storm, and the katana is called Corona Edge." Celestia then got into a fighting stance. "And you're about to become very familiar with them." Celestia then shot a flirty smile at Burst. "Shall we dear?"
Burst returned the smile in kind. "Sure thing gorgeous. Let's rock!" Burst and Celestia charged at Heart Eater! Heart Eater scowled as she summoned her dual-scythe and her horn glowed red. Commanding the mindless drones under her command to break through any holes in the shield over Canterlot. The girls and the rest of the guys noticed the divided swarm, and leapt into action!
"Looks we've got an insect problem." Twilight said as she and the girls summoned their weapons. The Harmony Keepers. The guys summoned their Duelist Arms, and joined in the fight! Twilight fired spell after spell at any drones that came her way! As well as bashing any that lunged at her and her friends! Both the Elements of Harmony and the remaining Elements of Heroism found themselves surrounded by changeling drones.
Inferno smirked. "Everyone ready?" The others nodded. "Let's go!" Each of them split up into groups of two or three! Inferno was by Rarity's side as the two of them fought off their own squadron of changeling drones! "Hope you're not bored beautiful!" Inferno called out as he fired blazing shots from his blaster Blackfire, and slashed at any changelings that tried to get in close with his sword Ignitis Fang.
"Actually, I'm having a blast darling!" Rarity said as she launched out a barrage of diamond shards from her steel fan Adamant Generosity at the changeling drones swarming her and Inferno! "Shall we finish this with style, dear?"
"Is there any other way to?" Inferno asked with a smile as he charged the blade of Ignitis Fang while Rarity's fan glowed with a faint violet light! The two unleashed a unified slash that erupted in a fiery tornado with gem shards swirling around it! Sucking in any changeling drones unfortunate enough to be caught in its wake! The resulting damage forcing the emergency teleport spells to activate and return them to the hive.
Tyrannus was fighting off any changelings that tried to swarm Fluttershy! Either knocking them out of the way with his Brachio Staff, slashing at them with his Raptor Claw Gauntlets, or sending a whole wave flying with his Tyranno Magnum Blaster! All the while, Fluttershy nervously peeked from behind her shaking arms. Worried that Tyrannus might get hurt. Tyrannus noticed her concern, and an idea came to him. "Fluttershy! Use a constant stream of healing on me! I'll charge through the rest of these uglies head-on!" Fluttershy nodded, and focused her staff on Tyrannus. Tyrannus was soon covered in a green aura of healing magic, and he charged at the remaining drones in his way! Mowing them down without so much as tanking a scratch! In a flash of green fire, the mindless drones were sent back to their hive. Fluttershy leaped onto Tyrannus' back, and he smiled down at her. "Glad to know you're always with me My Shy Little Angel." Fluttershy smiled and nuzzled Tyrannus. At the same time, Steel and Rainbow Dash were sending drones flying left and right! Both went forth with blinding speed! Takind down any drones unfortunate enough to try and stop them. The two were having such a good time letting loose, they even started a count of how many enemies they'd taken down.
Pinkie and Akage in the meanwhile were taking down the changelings swarming them with great speed. Pinkie was battering them with her yoyo while Akage was flinging a storm of projectiles like kunai and shuriken at them like there was no tomorrow! Ace, Ice, and Shadow were being circled by another changeling squadron, but the three of them made short work by unleashing their weapons! Ace slashed his way through the drones in his way, Ice brought his claymore Archfiend Dragon's Tenacity down and unleashed an energy shockwave, and Shadow used his spear Celestial Protector to send the drones flying into the air! Meanwhile, Applejack was taking down changelings with stun bolts fired from her Hamrony Keeper weapon. True Aim. North was giving her backup by using his magnetism magic to gather the changeling drones into single masses for Applejack to fire at! "Thanks fer the assist sugarcube!" Applejack called out.
"No problem lass." North said with a smile. He soon blushed when Applejack kissed him as the changelings soon returned to their hive via emergency teleport spell. "A-Anytime!" Applejack giggled at North's response. Fang and Venus had just finished off the wave of drones that had swarmed them. They also took note of the flashes of light going off in the area Burst had put his shield over, and the group rushed over to see how Burst was holding against Heart Eater!
Back inside the shield, Burst and Celestia were going all-out against Heart Eater! The dark changeling queen knocked away Celestia and temporarily immobilized her by casting a spell that stuck her feet in changeling cocoon goo. Heart Eater then gave Burst a predatory smile. "Hmm. Your love is indeed powerful Love you feel for Celestia." Heart Eater then licked the blade of her dual scythe. "Seeing under pressure like this makes this all the more delicious!"
"Do not want. DO NOT WANT!" Burst screamed as he used his sword to stave off Heart Eater's scythe! Burst breathed a sigh of relief as he saw Heart Eater get sent flying into the shield spell he'd cast. Celestia stood free of the slime that held her in place. Her flaming broadsword Solar Storm's tip smoking from the fireball she'd launched. Burst smiled, and the two charged at Heart Eater! Celestia stunned Heart Eater with a swift kick to her side! Celestia then got in two quick slashes with her blades!
"Time to heat things up." Celestia said with a  smirk as she plunged her broadsword into the ground! A pillar of flame soon shot up under Heart Eater! Leaving scorch marks on her chitin! Celestia then took to the air, and readied Corona Edge! In a streak of light, she slashed Heart Eater across the chest! Stunning the dark changeling queen! "Now Burst! Time for a shocking follow-up!"
Burst nodded. "Let's rock the dragon!" Lightning danced along Burst's blade before he dashed at Heart Eater and unleashed a series of devastating slashes powered-up by the lightning! Heart Eater twitched as each slash shocked her and sent her mind into shock! Burst finished his assault with a charged shot from both of his Twin Burst blaster pistols! "Hey Celestia. Since this is our first couples battle, how about we finish this together?"
Celestia smiled as she and Burst holstered their weapons. "Nothing sounds more wonderful dear." Both Celestia and Burst got into fighting stances while Heart Eater snarled in defiance! The two flew over to her, and both punched her in the face with all their might! They punched Heart Eater so hard that she was sent hurtling through the barrier, and soon skidded to a halt! The barrier soon faded, and Burst and Celestia noticed the others coming to their side. "Tell me. Does punching evil in the face always feel that good?"
Burst chuckled. "Trust me. There's no feeling like it." Burst then noticed Heart Eater groaning as she slowly got to her feet, and took note of how badly she'd been beaten by himself and Celestia. "Well. Looks like you're definitely not easy to squash."
"Spare me your banter." Heart Eater snapped. "You think you two have bested me?"
Celestia giggled. "You misunderstand. We were just softening you up. We're not the ones whose special day you almost ruined. Cadence?" Heart Eater froze as Cadence stepped forth with Shining Armor. The two of them holding hands as Cadence summoned a bow in a flash of pink light. "You always wanted the chance to practice using your Celestial Arm, didn't you?"
Cadence smiled at Shining as they drew on the bow's string. Twin arrows made of love energy, one pink and one blue, materialized as the bow was drawn and aimed right at Heart Eater. "You want our love?" The two asked in unison. "Take this!" They released the string, and the twin arrows of love energy released a shockwave that sent Heart Eater and her drones all the way back to their hive! All of Canterlot cheered, and photos were taken of the heroes before they returned to the wedding to finish the ceremony and celebrate! Meanwhile, the changelings still loyal to Chrysalis surrounded their queen. Each one expressing their relief that she was alright. Chrysalis smiled, and soon approached Burst and Celestia.
"I thank you for ridding me of that monster." Chrysalis said with a solemn smile. "But there's something more I must do." Chrysalis removed her crown, and bowed. "Accept this as my abdication of my throne. I've no right to call myself a queen. Especially since I was so weak as to engage in a foolish plan doomed to fail." Tears began to fall down the queen's face, but they soon halted when she felt Cadence and Shining Armor's presence. "Why? Why do you show me an decency? I nearly ruined what was supposed to be the happiest day of your lives."
"Maybe." Cadence said with a small smile. "But through it all, your were at war with yourself. It's like Burst said. You're changelings. Change is in your race's name. And your name suits what you've gone through. Keep your crown. Your people need you. There can be a home for you here."
Chrysalis slowly stood. "I...look forward to seeing the integration through. But my people shall become autonomous from my leadership. And I wish to stay with you." Chrysalis lightly blushed. "I...wish to have what the both of you have one day. There's so little I know about love. So who better to teach me?" Cadence and Shining Armor pulled Chrysalis into a tight hug. 
Burst and Celestia smiled at the scene. "You know? I like a woman who can handle a good fight." Burst said as he looked lovingly at Celestia.
"Love really is in the air today." Celestia said as she pulled Burst in for a kiss. "You know...today really got me wondering when I'll be the one at the altar."
Burst tightened his grip around Celestia. "Well, maybe it'll be sooner than you think." Music began to play, and everyone danced in celebration of their victory. That night, Burst stayed with Celestia. The two falling asleep in each other's arms.

	
		Epilogue



The next morning heralded many changes in the land of Equestria. The Changelings who stayed loyal to Chrysalis were integrated as part of society, and had changed their forms to be more approachable. Like Chrysalis, after Heart Eater had been expelled from her, their new forms lacked any holes in them and their wings looked more like a dragonfly's as opposed to the hole-filled wings of their previous forms. However, their horns still remained curved. Some even took to giving themselves their own colors. Chrysalis watched on with a small smile. Her people's new appearances reflected that they were all changelings, but each one had their own voice. Their own minds. Their own hearts. Chrysalis then looked to Narico, and was shocked at the powerful love she sensed off of him. "It seems as though we really can change." Things were going so well that a second celebration was being held for the integration of the changelings, and to make up for the chaotic Canterlot Wedding that had transpired just yesterday.
At the same time, Narico, Silk Snare, Carapace, and Constrictor were chatting with Fang. However, Fang was uneasy about the subject they were discussing. "I don't know Narico. I'm not sure I can keep the fridge stocked for five people."
"You needn't worry about beds." Silk Snare interjected. "We can just cocoon ourselves and sleep that way."
Fang sighed. "Yeah. But then that makes a huge mess whenever you three wake up!"
"We'll clean it up." Carapace said with a pleading smile.
Fang frowned. "I don't care. Plus, I don't know if my house fits five."
"You won't have to worry about that." Chrysalis said as she approached the group. "I've been speaking with Celestia and Luna, and they'll be seeing to setting up some housing for all of you. You three will receive a house in Ponyville. You three better run along to decide what rooms you get." As the three left, Chrysalis turned to Narico. "I was wondering what had caused your transformation. But I think it was the dream alone that had to do with it."
Narico blinked. "Then...what made it possible?"
"You have love within you Narico." Chrysalis said as she pointed at Narico's heart. "One that nearly rivals the love Cadence and Shining Armor had which sent Heart Eater packing."
Narico beamed with pride. "Makes me wonder if the woman I saw in my dreams is thinking of me." At the time Narico said those lines, a woman fitting the description from his dreams sneezed as she looked at a newspaper entailing a picture of Narico and the guys.
Back at Canterlot, Burst and the guys were getting a performance ready. "Man. Too bad we didn't get to perform this yesterday." Burst said as he readied the microphone.
"Yeah dude." Inferno said as he slung his guitar to the front of his body. "But we did have to fight off an invasion and party hard after we won. Let's not forget. Celestia spent some serious snuggle time with you last night."
Burst blushed lightly at the comment. "I'm proud to snuggle with a lady who can kick as much butt as her. How're the rest of you coming along?"
"All good with the drums!" Ace called out.
"I'm ready on bass!" Steel answered. The four noticed the crowd gathered, and began to perform the song they had selected. And it start with Burst belting out the starting lyrics.

Shot through the heart! And you're to blame!
Darling you give love a bad name!

An angel's smile is what you sell
You promise me heaven then put me through hell
Chains of love got a hold on me
When passion's a prison, you can't break free
Whoooa! You're a loaded gun. Yeah!
Whooa! There's nowhere to run
No one can save me the damage is done!

Shot through the heart and you're to blame
You give love a bad name
I play my part and you play your game
You give love a bad name!

You give love...a bad name

You paint your smile on your lips
Blood red nails on your fingertips
A schoolboy's dream. You act so shy
Your very first kiss was your first kiss goodbye
Whoooa! You're a loaded gun
Whoooa! There's nowhere to run
No one can save me the damage is done!

Shot through the heart and you're to blame
You give love a bad name
I play my part and you play your game
You give love a bad name!

Burst smiled as he saw that the crowd enjoyed their performance. Most notable was that Celestia was giving him the 'rock on' sign. He couldn't help but smile as he, Inferno, Steel, and Ace took a bow. Soon enough, it was time for the group of friends to return home. After all the excitement that had happened yesterday, Burst fell into a peaceful slumber as his head hit the pillow. Before long he was dreaming that he was resting under a tree. However, he wasn't alone in his dream for long. Much like his real world body, Burst was out like a light. And he failed to notice a familiar blue mist infiltrate his dreams and reshape into a very familiar figure.
Nightmare Moon smiled as she took in Burst's sleeping appearance. "Once again, you never cease to impress me." She then began to caress Burst's cheek as she rested his head upon her lap. "You fight so hard, yet are so peaceful when you know everyone is safe. A hero to the core if there ever was one. But I guess I knew that when we first met. A pity I didn't take you up on your offer then. Because I doubt I'll ever be able to even speak to you after this. And at the same time, I'm thankful. You were the first to speak to me as a person and not see me as a monster. So willing to see the best in everyone." Nightmare Moon then planted a kiss on Burst's forehead. "Sleep well. My Precious Light." And with that, she exited Burst's dreams and returned to the castle of the two sisters. As soon as she returned, Nightmare felt a surge of magic flow through her! The sensation of the magic felt exactly like the Elements of Harmony! When the surge ended, she was shocked to see that she was solid and whole. She had a body all her own now. "Looks like I'll be able to hold onto him after all. But first..." Nightmare Moon ignited her magic. "This place could use some touching-up..."

	