
		Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard

		Written by Jetflame

		
					My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic

					Rainbow Dash

					Spike

					Princess Celestia

					Original Character

					Main 6

					Romance

					Sex

					Gore

					Crossover

					Alternate Universe

					Fallout

					Non-consensual

					Violence

		

		Description

Who would've thought that I would end up where I am today when I joined the Ministry of Awesome and the Equestrian Airguard working alongside my idol Rainbow Dash....I did not retreat with the other pegasi when the order was handed down by The Pegasi High command My Second in command and wingmare Storm Wing followed our orders to the letter we had a duty to uphold and remained Loyal to Equestria till the end. I am Commander Cloud Striker this is my story of how I ended up 200 years after the Magaspell Holocaust and how we cope with the loss of our once Beautiful Equestria to what it now is a wasteland I must learn to deal with this I still have a duty to uphold protect Equestria sounds simple but it never is War never Changes only the background and battlefield dose.
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Fallout Equestria Written By Kkat and Special thanks to Kkat for creating Fallout Equestria. This Story is not Canon it is a side story to Kkat's Story. Will follow the story as close as possible May diverge with a small little changes here and there other then that story stands as written 
I do not own Fallout or My little Pony Friendship is Magic there the property of Bethesda and Laurn Foust respectfully 
Edit: Added the Romance Tag due to the way this story is progressing. 
Take's Place roughly a week after Little Pip left the stable How will Cloud Striker and Storm Wing handle the wastelands will they help the ponies in need will they Fight The Grand Pegasus Enclave find out.
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian AirGuard
By Jetflame

Introduction and Prologue 

“War War never changes It’s never easy it’s not fun You see the ponies you love or care for Die before your eyes I have lost everypony I loved, my friends, my family, Ponies I am sworn to protect, I served Under Rainbow Dash I was one of the First of the Air Guard to get to test out the Pegasi Power armor even had a hand in helping Rainbow Dash and Lady Rarity design it the Power Armor Project was to give the Pegasi the same kind of equipment as the Steel Ranger Power Armor. The design of the armor was to have the same protection as the Steel Ranger armor yet be light and agile for a pegasus to wear without causing problems while in flight and still allow them to  cloud walk or even us clouds as a means to strike with Air Guard Rangers are sniper teams. Enchantments placed on Weapons and other equipment to lighten the armors overall weight were incorporated into the Design when activated the armor wouldnt way more then a pegasus and still allow them the use of their innate magic Yet be as strong as the best armor protection available that being the Steel Ranger Armor Developed by the Ministry of Wartime Technology Under the direction of AppleJack Apple sister of the Hero Big Macintosh with some help from Applejack for she also realized that we needed good armor as well helped with the Arcane spell matrix that powered the armor giving us E.F.S ( Eyes Forward Sparkle for those of you who might not know what that means.) Stable Tech even helped with the Development with also allowing SATS ( Stable Tech Arcane Targeting Spell. ) to be integrated as well which gave us an advantage in a tough situation after the completion of the armor and subsequent testing of the armor it was incredible how easy it was to move in the armor its onboard medical system was another thing M.W.T. contributed to the project As i was saying I was one of the First in the Air Guard to get the new armor after it passed and was put into production altho when not active or if its spell matrix where to crash the Pegasus in the armor would not be able to move until the armor was brought back online but in such cases there is an emergency release function to allow the pegasus to escape there downed armor.I am Commander Cloud Striker and  This is my Story.


Omega Protocols are in effect all Personnel report to Evacuation stations Support and assist in evacuations. I heard over the Com channel also getting cease and desist and recall order from Pegasus command to drop everything and close the up the sky’s Cloudsdial has been destroyed and pegasi were abandoning their posts I refused to run I went to my Evacuation station as directed by Equestria command I was posted to help evacuate command and military personnel in stable 155 My best Friend Storm Wing also stayed behind with me We had a duty to uphold I was proud of my Friend and wing mate for staying behind and not fleeing with her Tail tucked between her legs like so many of are fellow Pegasi. I can understand in a lot of ways why they ran the resistance to pegasi fighting in the war had increased greatly in the last 6 months. Storm Wing and I arrived at our post and begin to assist in strapping and securing things that needed to be secured escorting personnel to their stasis pods. Storm Wing and I were the only pegasi here. Our armored was a Midnight blue color My battle Saddle consisted of one long range Anti Machine rifle .50 cal a Nova Surge rifle as back up and a  7.0 mm minigun. I also had a Missile launcher Storm Wing’s was equipped with Four Nova serge Rifles as well as a missile launcher I believed in taking prisoners if need be I do have an Magic energy pistol but I dislike using it I followed Rainbow Dash in that regard but anyway I’m getting off track. I approached the duty officer and reported that The Equipment has been secured and locked down. ( On a side note I’m glad i was a High ranking officer of this base. ) I will be explain that a little later. The officer saluted me saying Commander Glad to see you Please proceed to your pods we just got word that Manehatten was hit as well as Marapony and Canterlot is under a shield protection getting reported strikes by Zebra missiles evacuation is underway The Princesses are keeping the Shield up to protect and give time to evacuate.  “Very well Make sure you get to your pod and make sure everypony is accounted for.” I said.


“Yes Ma’am.” He replied as he saluted me and i Returned the salute.


“Let’s go Storm I hope we won't be in stasis for too long.” I said to my wing mate.


“I know what you mean CJ” she replied with a smirk. 


I laughed “Come now Storm you know I prefer to be addressed by call sign when on duty.” I said as i Giggled.


“I Know Cloudy Joy I know but still you're my best friend and commanding officer I hope everything works out in the end but if not Its been an honor to serve with you ma’am.” Storm Chaser said.”


“Same to You my friend.” I replied as she got into her pod that we were placed next to each other.


I watched my friend Enter her stasis pod and getting a good seal I did a few final checks including the Lockers at the end of our capsules For when we exited stasis it they held everything we needed to survive out there including ammo for are weapon loadout we had food and survival and repair kits to maintain our gear and equipment Including Two Delta Class military issued Pipbucks that would link with our armor to work the ground based EFS system our suits EFS was designed with Pegasi in mind so was more suited to air combat then ground the pipbuck would augment the suits EFS system to work with ground as well as giving us a comunication sweet that would allow us to communicate long distances utilizing equestria broadcast towers and allow us to hack into most computer systems should we need it. After confirmation that all personnel were in stasis I placed the facility in lockdown placing my pod for a 1 minute delay to make sure seal was good climbed into my pod and sighed in relief when i got the confirmation of a clean seal. Little did I know  at the time that I would be in stasis for 200 years or that I would one of two who survived out of 200 personnel. 

			Author's Notes: 
Hello Everyone This story Is currently Unedited looking for Editorial Support. This is my first time writing a story of this complexity. I hope you all enjoy the story. Special Thanks To Kkat for creating the FoE: verce. 
Edit: There maybe some discrepancies with the Abbreviation for the Ministry of Awesome from Kkats and my story MOA is in fact MAW. and will be corrected during editing Chapter 7+ will most likely have the correct pronouncement for the ministry Again thank you for reading this story [image: :twilightsmile:]
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard

By Jetlame

Chapter 1: Awakening

 Finding out that all the ponies you served with are dead is a hard thing to deal with Good friends are never easy to lose can’t say i knew them all or was friends with everypony on the base that doesn’t mean I do not mourn their loss Cloud Striker.  


As I came too I heard a triple beep signaling the revival process was complete I let out a grown first thing I did after opening my eye was to check on my suits systems everything seems to be in order I checked the time and date was surprised by what I saw according to the date it was roughly 200 years since we went to sleep I was set to be the first to be revived so I could oversee the revival process. I set about checking systems with the computer core I checked base status was surprised and saddened to find that a section collapsed taking the main pod location knocking out  its  primary power supply and backup power ran out. I staggered over to Storm Chaser’s pod checking the readouts she was fine I sighed in relief as i begin the waking process 10 minutes later Storm Wing was out of the pod and moving around I was at the console again double checking on the status and what sections where accessible there was some system degradation that was to be expected considering the time that passed though from what I could tell the Hanger and Armory was still intact we would need to check and see if we could possibly use anything in there My training included a crash course in field medicine. Basicly was a registered nurse and field medic the clinic is on the list of places to stop by we are going to need to stock up on medical supplies as well as ammo and food we performed maintenance on our Power Armor’s systems and weapons as well as putting all the spare ammo from our lockers into our armors storage system.


I now had over Three Thousand rounds of 7.0 mm armor piercing rounds the same for standard, One thousand 50 cal Armor Piercing rounds for my long range rifle and 20 standard missiles and 10 High explosive missiles 5 incendiary missiles and 5 spell matrix disruption my missiles my nova surge rifle was always had ammo provided my armor’s matrix was up  we did open and secured the pipbucks to are left forelegs as mine and Storms armor was modified for it there was a moment of silence for our fallen comrades. After completing our checks and storing the locker's contents within our armored bags I lifted the lockdown on the stable so we made our way to medical wing the clinic was fully stocked with super restoration potions as well as healing potions and other medical potions Radaway and med x we adjusted our medical system to only apply medical petasus on serious or life threatening injury we didn’t need to go through our healing potions for every minor injury we sustained med x was to be manually toggled for injection. After leaving the Clinic we headed for the hanger to check on the tortoises if they were in good shape we could use one to move around a lot easier not to mention having its armaments would come in handy in a pinch from what I gathered out there it was going to be rough the armory was along the way so we made a stop to see what was salvageable if anything was surprisingly enough there was a lot that was I hooked myself to one of the supply wagons as we loaded weapons munitions for said weapons added another thousand rounds to my munitions for my 50 cal 500 each of the Ap and standard there was also HE rounds available I only took 100 rounds of them who knows we might find somepony out there who could use some the real prize in the armory was the two standard issue Steel Ranger grenade machinegun I have to admit i was drooling a bit at the sight of them the armor was an added bonus looked like it was passing through on the way to another base when the magaspells were launched.


The Power Armor might be useful hell the weapon alone make it worth adding them to the wagon we grabbed more missiles for are battle saddles our magazines were at max for missiles we did have our bladewings for close quarter combat as well as our tail spike although I disliked using it was not the easiest of weapons to use we looked into seeing if we could attach the grenade machinegun to our armor we could but it wasn’t set up for our systems would way us down in the end made for a good backup weapon should one of our weapons gets destroyed after all my minigun wasn’t standard issue heck Storm Wing has the nova surge rifles equipped along with the ones hers came with. I had to Laugh as looked at the supply cart “I swear if I didn’t know any better or this was happening 200 years ago I’d say we were loaded for bear here and would be able to take on a shit load of combatants or plan out labeled insane.” I said looking at my good friend Storm Chaser we decided to drop rank unless it was necessary to use our ranks and or call signs considering we were not revived by anypony I assumed there was no military left.


“I know CJ it’s still sad though all them lives lost because of a loss in structural integrity in only one section that knocked the primary power line to the stasis pods offline considering primary power is still on the room must of gotten severed the back up systems kicked in and revived them 17 years ago.” Storm replied. 


“I know Storm I’m saddened too about that I’m sure if they were able to escape we would have been woken up as well.” I replied. “Anyway let’s check out the hanger see if anything is usable then we can check out the kitchens for the remaining provisions we need. It is nice that we have are Survival gear the tents alone will be nice from what I gathered it’s overcast out there so chances of rain are high if need be we can seek shelter in the tortoise if any of them survived because of that breach 17 years ago some of the systems started to fail but where salvageable if need be we can always make this our home we will of course need to clear and repair the damage so we can properly lay are fellow service ponies to rest.” I said  I was able to determine after running power to the surveillance system in the room in question that they all died.


We arrived at the hanger and began to check out the equipment there finding that quite a few of the tortoises did indeed survive some did not but we were able to salvage components to fix and even improve one that we picked out increasing its range of travel the addition of the damaged tortoise spark generator to the one we chose it had a water talisman improved armor since we added armor to where we stored all the ammo there was even a mini cooling unit for drinks and such we started to offload all the ammo and other supplies we gathered up I went back to the armory to pick up a weapons rack for the tortoise so we can secure the weapons we have we even used the outer armor of the damaged tortoise to armor the wagon we both knew we would probably need to take it with us not everything was able to fit in the tortoise we set up the wagon to be toad behind the tortoise as well as being hooked up like normal we found a weight reduction talisman and a spare spark generator and worked it in on the wagon to lighten the extreme load we put on its axle it ran on spark packs so i went back and grabbed the charging unit that would work with the spark generator to recharge spark packs.


We were focused on our work fixing and improving the tortoise and supply wagon that we didn’t talk much we kept an eye on are EFS even though we were in a secure location not even the main Airguard new about it Me and Storm are or I should say were a part of the Special Operations of the MAW I know of a few spec ops base locations that none new about This base and its construction by Stable Tech was top secret no record of its construction was ever mentioned and its location was closely guarded unless you have been to this base nopony would know it was even here that was one of the first things I checked the Spark reactors where at 100% operational the concealed stable tech hangar doors a special version of the stable main door to allow ground Vehicles as well as the tortoises to leave and fly in we even had a prototype raptor airship but we would need to find the parts missing that we never got in was supposed to be my ship one reason me and Storm were stationed here by Rainbow Dash herself out of my former squadron only my wingmare qualified for the assignment so me and Storm were reassigned. Rainbow was proud of me i was one of the few who could pull off what she could mainly thanks to her helping me a lot she was my best friend a close personal friend and my Idol she was there when I got my cutie mark I know that she would not have given up or abandon equestria like the others if anything she would of fought against what they did I would of been right there with her to back her up if i wasn’t already at my post watching the finishing touches of my ship heck my crew is dead Storm is my first officer we got to know a few of the members of the crew the fact that I was given command of the MAW’s first reconnaissance heavy raptor and to my knowledge only raptor she would be fully operational if I had the last components for the Navigation system and the spell matrix for the weapon system nothing we have currently available would work for the weapons or navigation system. 


We stopped for the night to so we decided to head for the Kitchen to get some food and gather and stock up on food we placed everything that Needed to go in the cooling unit would go in the unit and everything else will be put where it would be safe and not be damaged by everything else the supply cart was light enough that we would be able to fly it down even though it was a wheeled cart. I smiled at my friend “So what do you think we should do Storm we are on our own the crew is dead as is the engineers we don’t have what is needed to complete the raptor even if we did how would we fly her without a crew I suppose we could go out and look a crew might be somepony out there after all there were over a hundred stables completed so there are bound to be ponies out there plus I know there are pegasi out there Navaro was never hit after all you seen the last communications from Equestria command the Pegasi command declared themselves the Grand Pegasus Enclave no clue how this will affect us with us being the Only true Equestrian Airguard members left we do have a duty to equestria but what will we find out there? The Equestria we Know could very well be gone we will need to be proceed with caution and be weary of anypony or anything we meet until such time as we learn what is going on in Equestria these days we know that there is a chance that both Princesses are gone I do not want to believe it but that is a possibility if the Little Horn agent was used on Canterlot it is very possible that they are dead you and I both know what that stuff did to Luna’s school we saw the reports and pictures nothing could protect them. There was no protection from it barding and cloths were fused to the dead some even half melted into the floors or walls.” I said saddened by the memory of all those dead Foals. 


“I agree CJ we might be all the is left of the Equestrian Military we have a duty to the survivors and descendants of the stable ponies we should make sure we are doing the wright thing too not helping somepony or ponies that are not doing wright by Equestria If we see Hostile contacts attacking non hostile contacts what do we do I want to know if we see what is happening or do we intervene and defend the ponies trying to protect themselves?” Storm asked in reply.


I gave her a hard look before replying “We defend and protect them we can not let ponies die because we wish to understand what is going on we can always ask what was going on afterwards we might be able to get info for our protection might even able to provide an escort if need be for the defended ponies to their destination if it is not to far away keep in mind the best way to gather info on current events is to scan local airwaves emergency frequencies and the channel that was used by the Pegasi do not transmit anything but we must gage the situation carefully before setting on a plan of action I may not like it but we need be careful out there we need eyes in the back of our heads at times keep eyes on the EFS do not ignore it for I will be doing the same we shall switch out every two hours or so on pulling the tortoise lucky we tied in the com system to our armors so we can communicate with whoever is pulling provided they have a com system. Speaking of com systems did you see any personal com units or did we not check that section yet?” 


“We haven't checked yet Cloudy was on the list of things I wanted to find out if any were here we must keep the location of this place as secret as possible use only secure com lines and short range radio if need be whoever isn’t pulling scans the airwaves if you find something let me know and I’ll inform you as well we can’t keep things from each other we rely on each other we work as a team that we know we are can’t let each other down also we take watch turns whenever we stop for the night can not let our guard down even when we sleep that’s one way to end up in trouble and caught off guard Just a recommendation ma’am.” Storm Chaser replied.


I nodded in agreement “Yes I agree we all have to pull our weight we might not receive warm welcomes because we are pegasi but we must not lose hope that we can do some good out there and at least help those in need. Now let's get some sleep we have a long and probably tough day tomorrow.” I said. We both looked at each other with a nod and laid in the cots we pulled out set up proximity alerts and alarms to wake us up in the morning. “Good Night Stormy.” I said to my friend. “Good Night CJ.” she replied.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Footnote: N/A 


Commander Cloudy Joy Call Sign Cloud Striker


STR: 10
Per: 10+
End: 7
Int: 10
CHA: 6
AGI: 9
Luck: 5


Companion Storm Chaser Call sign Storm WIngs 


Gear: Pegasi Prototype Power Armor Mk 2, Battle Saddles One .50 Cal Anti Machine Sniper Rifle, One Nova surge rifle back up, One 7.0 mm Gatling gun, Two dual missile Launchers, Delta Pipbuck, Survival kit, 


Misc Items: 500 bits


New Perk: Welcome to the Wasteland: You survived the Magaspell holocaust and find yourself in what to be known as the Equestrian Wasteland  You gain a + 5% radiation protection and plus 4 to perception 




New Perk: Military Sniper Lvl 3 You are a Trained Military Sniper you have high accuracy when using sniper rifles works with the perk Sniper Pony


New Perk: Heavy arms Lvl 2: You are Skilled in the use of Heavy arms this perk is upgradeable 


New Perk: Demolitions Filly lvl 1: You are skilled in the use of Explosives and explosive devices Including Missile and Rocket Launchers you get a plus 5 to accuracy and +5% Damage increase when using a missile,  rocket launcher or explosives this perk improves the 
higher the level 


New Perk: Zap’Da Filly Lvl 1: You are skilled in the use of Energy based weaponry you get a +10% damage to all energy based weapon shots with a +5% chance to Disintegrate your target up to 10% chance at max level 




Abilities: 
Flight:  You are a Pegasus Dah 
Cloudwalking: You are able to walk on clouds and access cloud based technology again Dah Pegasus. 


Lt. Commander Storm Chaser Call sign Storm Wings.


Str: 8
Per:6+4
End: 8
INT: 9
CHA: 5
AGI: 10
Luck 7


Companion Cloudy Joy 


New Perk: Welcome to the Wasteland: You survived the Magaspell holocaust and find yourself in what to be known as the Equestrian Wasteland You gain a + 5% radiation protection and plus 4 to perception 


New Perk: Demolitions Filly lvl 1: You are skilled in the use of Explosives and explosive devices Including Missile and Rocket Launchers you get a plus 5 to accuracy and +5% Damage increase when using a missile, rocket launcher or Explosives this perk improves the higher the level 


New Perk: Zap’Da Filly Lvl 1: You are skilled in the use of Energy based weaponry you get a +10% damage to all energy based weapon shots with a +5% chance to Disintegrate your target up to 10% chance at max level 


Abilities: 
Flight:  You are a Pegasus Dah 
Cloudwalking: You are able to walk on clouds and access cloud based technology again Dah Pegasus. 


Gear: Pegasi Power Armor Mk 2 First Production model, Battle Saddle 4 standard issue Nova surge Rifles, Two dual missile Launchers, Delta Pipbuck, Survival kit,


Misc Items: 400 bits 


Party Miscellaneous:
Transportation: One Tortoise Armored Air troop carrier/tank / One Heavily Modified and armored Supply Wagon with a variety of Weapons total number of weapons 350 divided between the Tortoise and wagon and armors including two mk One B Steel Ranger Power Armors armed with Grenade Machine Gun and missile pods stored in the Tortoise 250 ammo boxes for said weapons 20 ammo boxes for Current equipped battle saddle with 3000 rounds each.

			Author's Notes: 
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard
Chapter 2: Final Preparations and Departure

 I had no idea what we would find when we left the safety of stable 155 but what we found was depressing to say the least. Cloudy Joy 
We awoke the next morning I went to see about our downed personnel and storm went to check on other supplies we might need also asked her to check the rest of the stable out see what was functional and what needed repairs and have the Maintenance droids fix anything that needed to be fixed. For I wanted to keep the stable up and running as a base of operations and a home she agreed with me. 
“So before I continue with the story I wanted to explain a few things. Not many know of its existence let alone its location only 6 ponies besides the staff and crew of the raptor nearly completed. Myself and my wingmare where two who knew of the bases location Two of them of course were the Princesses, Rainbow Dash Applebloom who was in charge of the construction Applebloom agreed to have the memories of the construction and location removed so none could find the location from her no record was made of the construction of the base or location it wasn’t even registered in the Stable Tech mainframe as a stable to everypony else MAW’s Recon Stable 155 didn’t even exist it was one of Equestria’s guarded secrets never shared with any of the other ministries. With that being said let's get back to the story.” 
I was glad that the stables Automated Maintenance droids kept everything up and running smoothly minus the loss of my crew and staff for the base due to a collapse and main power being cut to the main pod chamber backup systems kicked in and revived everypony but due to the collapse access to the rest of the base was lost doorway was blocked by the debris.
A visual inspection of the passage showed it looked like an explosion happened after consulting with the mainframe and Diagnostics a faulty power relay blew damaging the local area killing main power to the pod chamber backup system kicked in and emergency procedures went into effect bringing the 200 personnel around to fix the problem but with the door damaged and no equipment available to the trapped ponies they died slowly a few left messages for Storm Wing and I asking for a proper send off they managed to get access to the Environmental controls for the room and Flooded the room with a fast acting poison after 5 days of brainstorming amongst the personnel all agreed it was better to die quickly then watching one by one as they turned on each other. I wasn’t going to leave without doing something for them So after cutting my way into the room I had some droids with me to help gather them up we took them to the furnace and cremated all of them I also took the Damaged Door and with some help from the droids made a memorial with the names of each and everypony's name that died there Placing it in front of the pods.
Storm Chaser came up behind me as I finished we held a moment of silence for them. “What have you found Storm Chaser was there portable com units around?” I asked my friend.
“Better.” She said before filling me in “I found some stealth bucks and pipbuck broadcasters and a few hoof heald units short range but can come in handy if we find any allies or new friends who wish to travel with us. I also found a small spark field reactor that would be useful for recharging the spark packs and spark generators. Unfortunately no other pipbucks were to be found checking the shipping report 300 were on backorder and never received according to the log they were being shipped to the MAW hub in Manehattan to be moved out here it also shows that they got the shipment in and getting ready to ship it that night but that was the same day we went into stasis. I think it would be a good idea to make our way to the hub and pick them up at least it would give us an opportunity to check the mainframe at the hub and the surveillance feeds from the SPP towers if the links are still up and running.” Storm Chaser said.
“Hmmm I agree would be a good starting point plus if the hubs defences are still up and running we should be fine but we should be cautious. We do not know if some of the survivors or even some of the stable population around Manehattan  could have looked or scavenged the buildings I doubt that it wasn’t accessed at some point we can not get our hopes up. It's a starting point so what of our supplies?” I asked.
“Well the 20 ammo trunks we placed in the Tortoise has around 3000 rounds each for your weapons ranging from AP to HE for the 50 cal 5 of the trunks contain missiles for our launchers found the ammo for the Steel Ranger armors wasn’t much so I stored it in the armors ammo system the spell matrixes are up and running too allowed me to store the ammo there ready to go should we need them or find somepony who could make use of them. The other ammo 230 other ammo boxes have the ammo for the 350 weapons we have stored in the tortoise and supply wagon. We might be able to sell or trade with others out there I think we should keep at least 150 weapons with ammo for each at least 10 ammo boxes of each type of ammo for said weapons. This also has hardly made a dent in the armory of the base we were after all working without a full complement of personnel even though the stable was in full operation we didn’t have the Full base complement. Mainly we had the crew and engineering staff and a full squad of Royal Rangers that were also going to be on the ship the rest of the personnel was being screened for the base so we were understaffed at the time hence the automated maintenance droids were brought on line while we went into stasis. I found out that the manufacturing equipment is in tip top shape and had it start stock up on the ammo we would most likely use the most your minigun eats ammo like no other plus would be nice to be able to have a surplus to keep you with ammo doubt we would find many 7.0 mm ammo out there plus might be tough to find missiles as well and I doubt they would be cheap to acquire more should we run out. On the status of our other supplies we should have three months of food we do not have to worry about water with the water talisman. I stored Six cots with bedding in the tortoise as well as the tent and camo netting to hide the tortoise should we need to leave it behind for any reason.” Storm Chaser said.
“Good Idea on the surplus stockpiling as for the weapons and ammo I think it is a good Idea do we have the room in the tortoise for the weapons and ammo on top of our current ammo load out to store the weapons we will keep and not offer in trade or sell outright. If we do would suggest we place everything else that we do not plan on selling or trading in the tortoise. Plus i think it would be a good Idea not to take the tortoise into any of the town we might come across might look like we mean trouble so if we take the supply wagon into towns we might not be less of a hassle. Though if said settlements being attacked we will of course respond and use the tortoise. So I must ask what is the status of the Tortoise and the modifications done to the wagon how protected are the Vital areas on both?” I asked 
“There as strong as they can be only thing i can think that would take out the supply wagon is your 50 cal no matter how much armor i place on vital areas that type of weapon will punch through it provided they use the right ammo even standard round has a chance of punching through it being shot from that Type of weapon was designed to defeat zebra warmachine after all.” My friend said.
“Granted I do hope we do not find many of this type of weapon out there but that might not be hard to do Iron shod was mass producing that weapon for the military I was lucky enough to get one of the first Sniper Rifle of this caliber only 4 were made last I heard but there were many others of the standard 5.56  ammo type heck we even had 50 on the wagon. Hmm I think we should hold on to them transfer them and sufficient ammo for them to the tortoise move 50 random rifles to the wagon in exchange. I think we should try and limit the weight we place on the tortoise if we can. Let us leave the power armor back in the armory and lock down the armory we can always come back for it should it be needed. Plus would allow us to place some more essential equipment. How magical energy weapons and spark packs do we have in the tortoise?” I asked.
“20 rifles and 200 spark packs that leaves 10 packs for each rifle I added 10 to the Supply wagon for the tortoise and wagon’s use even with careful recharging packs can wear out. I agree with you on the armor I was going to bring it up would free up some more room for medical supplies and food the stable was completely stocked and supplied well enough to replace with more than what we can take the medical droids are working to replace what we already have stored. I put a note into the system to keep it stocked up to the level it was at before we woke up.” Storm Replied.
I nodded “How powerful is that field reactor?” I asked.
“Well from the readings it could power up a field camps defencive cannons and provide power to the whole camp at the same time.” Storm said.
I whistled “Now that could possibly be extremely useful not only would it provide power to charge the spark packs but recharge the tortoise and wagons spark generators increasing the flight time and travel distances we could go plus the stealth bucks will help with recon hope you slotted one in your pipbuck if you haven’t do so and hoof one to me so I have one as well than store the rest in the tortoise.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing as she hoofed me a stealth buck.
“Alright let’s get everything repacked and secured in both Tortoise and wagon register our pipbucks in the stables mainframe as well as setting up a remote code so we can return to the stable for resupply and rest than we can set out for the MAW hub and find out what is happening out in Equestria after of course we had one last hot shower.” I said with a giggle.
Storm Chaser laughed at that with a nod. “I can say I’ll miss being able to shower but it is something we have had to deal without before when in the field.” She replied I nodded in agreement.
We went about packing the Tortoise and our heavily modified and armored supply wagon I was packing the tortoise securing the weapons and ammo boxes crates and medical supplies food was placed where it belonged Storm was storing and securing the wagon adding some medical supplies to for barter and trade or for distribution to those in need.we had one final meal in the mess hall the went to take our last shower for a while the whole time we talked about our time with Rainbow Dash and our other friends was good to keep their memory alive and to think of better days when Equestria was peaceful and remember the friends and loved ones we lost to the war. After drying off and putting our power armor back on we set off back to the hangar after registering our pipbucks with the stables computer and placed a remote signal to open hangar door for quick entry that could only be accepted by Mine or Storm Chasers pipbucks anything else would set the stable into lockdown and activate the Auto Defences and would send our pipbucks an alert that somepony was trying to gain access to the stable that was not authorised to be there.
With that completed I hooked myself up to the supply wagon after checking to make sure Storm was secured in her harness to the tortoise we agreed that it would be better for me to fly the wagon to the ground then connect it to the tortoise as Storm pulled it for the first Two hours than I would switch with her and pull it myself. Storm made a visual inspection as I tested the harness of the supply wagon and we nodded to each other.
“Well let’s see whats out there remember we need to be on alert for anything Hostile we can not afford to be taken by surprised we got a lot of valuable military hardwear here stuff that could possible be hard to come by we also must keep a lookout for anything that could help us get the raptor going which will be hard enough we might get lucky at the MAW hub but I’m not holding my breath on that. I said as I hit the lever to open the hangar doors seeing the outside for the first time through the Illusion spell placed over the bases entrances. What we could see Equestria looked like a wasteland there was a solid cloud cover we could tell it was daytime but other than that we couldn’t see the sun at all.
Without the sun Equestria couldn’t properly recover from the megaspells the cloud certon was trapping all the magical radiation below it. I was saddened and angered that my fellow pegasi would maintain total cloud cover over Equestria essentially preventing any chance for the land to have a proper chance to recover. 
Storm Chaser and I looked at each other I could tell she was saddened by what we saw. “Well If it’s like this everywhere in Equestria we know that it’s a wasteland struggling to survive. We might have to go to Navaro at some point in time to talk with the pegasi. It is not something I would willingly do though only if needed.” I said getting a nod from Storm Chaser.
“It looks like our brethren has forsaken Equestria and or thinks themselves as more important than any other pony.” Storm Chaser said.
“It’s sad really if they would help out down here Equestria could recover very quickly we could all start over we might have lost our Princesses due to the Zebras but we all have to deal with the aftermath of the war that nearly destroyed us all. If it wasn’t for Scootaloo Applebloom and Sweetie Belle and Stable Tech all could have been lost.” I said sadly.
I set the hangar door to close as soon as we flew through it I heard the hangar doors shut behind me looking back to see what looked like a solid stone behind me If i didn’t know that it was an Illusion not to mention that it had a shield you could literally lean against it and not pass through. As we landed I went and unhooked myself from the supply wagons harness and connected it too the tortoise we slightly modified so it would hover slightly while being pulled on the ground that with little to no power consumption. Opening the troop compartment up after getting the wagon connected I did a com system check “Storm can you hear me?” I asked
“Yes Ma’am I can marking this channel as private com channel for the two of us as command channel.” Storm replied.
“Confirmed channel logged and secured.” I said. “I’ll start scanning the com channels when a channel i thought would be dead came in M.A.S.E.B.S. ( Ministry of arcane sciences emergency broadcast system ) a song had finished and I heard a stallions voice saying. “...been warning everypony for some time now to steer clear of Appleloosa.  Well, seems like the Stable Dweller either didn’t get the message, or chose to ignore it.  I’ve gotten confirmed reports that the little gal marched into Appleloosa, and brought hell on her hooves.  Freed over a dozen slaves, many of them foals.  I’m happy to report that they’re safe and sound.  But there’s a bitter note to this song.  When a small army of slavers tried to take their captives back, our heroine of the wasteland sacrificed herself making sure everypony got away safe.  So this next song goes out to you, Stable Dweller.  May Celestia and Luna wrap you in Their tails...” The voice said shortly after that music began to play one I have heard in a live performance by Sweetie Belle.
I paused with a hoof to my chin. “Storm I just heard something that can be considered disturbing seems that somepony a buck is using the M.A.S.E.B.S system to broadcast news and music across Equestria or as far as the signal will go possibly using the spp towers to retransmit the signal. I just heard a report that mentions slavery and a pony known as the stable dweller just freed a bunch of them but at the cost of her life when the slavers tried to take them back so we have slavers we have to keep an eye out for and help anypony who is captured by these individuals.Appleloosa was evidently made into a slaver town they dealt in selling other ponies as property including foals so that is something we can help put an end to I hope others will be willing to pony up and help others like this Stable Dweller did.” I said. 
“The M.A.S.E.B.S. really wasn’t that located in Manehattan’s MAS hub.” Storm replied.
“Yes I’ve been there before with Rainbow when discussing something arcane with Twilight last time I seen Twilight she wasn’t looking so good frantic didn’t look like she hadn’t slept in a few days I didn’t see her again after that meeting that was shortly before being assigned to 155 working on the raptor that i was given command of when completed so I wanted to be there for its construction so I would know it inside and out you joined me shortly after that I was happy to see you and to know that you would be by my side like old times I was so relieved when i looked at your pods readouts that you were okay. I was afraid that I was going to be all alone with nopony the Deaths of our crew hit me harder than I thought I staggered over to check your pod out as soon as I got the info that the crew and support staff were dead at least they died with smiles on their faces considering the mares were being rutted as they all died was one mass orgy going on in there as they poisoned themselves to prevent them losing their minds some of the mares were still mounted when they died with the stallions still in them as they died too that was hard to gather them up to properly give them the send off they asked for. What little video survived I saw several of the mares being rutted hard and they were happy and no none of it was forced on them I have to say it was hot I had to take a moment to compose myself after seeing that.” I said if Storm could have seen my face it would have been beat red.
“Oh my did it get you hot and bothered under the tail CJ.” She teased me.
“Storm Chaser you know damn well that I am into both mares and stallions! Hell I even asked Rainbow Dash out she turned me down of course but that's besides the point If you seen what I did in that Recording you would be extremely wet you kinky mare you I know what you are into and I know you to are also a bisexual as well but damn I kind of wish some of the stallions had survived I wouldn’t have said no to a roll in the hay with them. Some were well hung.” I said with a huff.
BLAM 
Gunshots could be heard in the distance. “Heads up CJ we have gunfire up ahead efs shows Seven hostels attacking Four Friendly targets correction 3 one just went down.” Storm reported.
“I see it Lets get in there and assist.” I flew out of the tortoise took up position to snipe activated my scope and took a battle stance. “Storm Park the tortoise and offer support as they retreat looks like they are trying to get to cover.” I said as I lined up the shot and fired.
My shot rang true and took the head off one of the attackers they all scattered and looked around for the sniper I picked off three more before Storm came in with guns blazing at the other attackers but the group we were protecting lost another before the battle was over I hooked myself up to the Tortoise and flew it and Landed Next to Storm Wing. “Is everypony Okay?” I asked as i directed my questions to the two survivors of what looked like a caravan of some sort.
I stared down the barrel of a double barreled shotgun. “Easy now we just want to make sure you are okay we mean you no harm. We heard the gunfire and came to assist.” I said.
“Aye call horseapples not a single enclave pegasus would help us wastelanders.” Said the mare with the shotgun they were showing as yellow on our E.F.S’s. 
“We are not a part of this enclave as you put it but we are Military officers let me introduce myself I am Commander Cloud Striker this is my Wingmare Storm Wing of the Equestrian Airguard. We are sworn to protect Equestria when The Omega Protocols were placed in effect myself Storm Wing and Two Hundred ponies went into cryo stasis on a base we just came out of stasis yesterday to find ourselves in a what has become the Equestria we loved and our base in shambles and Two hundred ponies we went in cryo with dead my friend and I the only survivors. So tell me would I willingly harm a pony who is not hostile I would rather not fight others if need be but for Celestia’s sake we are not going to harm you or your companion.” I said as I took my helmet off. 
The unicorn mare lowered her shotgun after the earthpony mare placed a hoof on her shoulder. “Easy Misty I don’t think they mean us any harm after all they just saved our tails from that Raider ambush.” She said.
My ears perked up with an eye raised “Sorry to sound ignorant but what are raiders you mentioned?” I asked.
“There a bad lot of ponies who will shoot rape and kill yea for the hell of it than take all your supplies they do not care for anypony but themselves and sooner kill you then help you.” The mare said.
“I see.” I looked over at Storm Wing and got a nod from her. 
“Thank you for telling us about the raiders I was kind of shocked to see ponies attacking other ponies not to mention the broadcast I heard a moment ago about slavers. Is there anything else we should keep an eye out for Also we can provide you with an escort to your destination. May I ask were you where heading and what brought you out this way?” I asked
“No problem at all I’m a trader a merchant I sell things from guns and scavenged good I come across I also do supply runs to towns who need certain items that I may have on hoof My husband and I run this trade caravan Misty here is one of our guards Don’t get too far in the wastelands without protection The Raiders ambush took us by surprise My husband was the first one taken out followed by our brahman and the other guards. An escort would be of great help I should be able to recover some of the losses hopefully at the town we were going to. Might even be able to get an escort back home hell good old Ditzy might be willing to assist a fellow merchant out with a cart or something that I could use until I get another brahman or two Btw the names Daisy.” Daisy said.
I nodded, “Well Daisy like I said we would be willing to assist you to the next town this merchant in the town you mentioned her name was Ditzy would that happen to be Ditzy Doo?” I asked.
Daisy nodded “Yes good old Ditzy has been around for since the war from what I understand can’t speak though her tongue was cut out by slavers awhile back but she wrote the wasteland survival guide. She’s what’s known as a ghoul pony there ponies who were hit by too much magical radiation and survived some ghouls go zombie or fairall and are mindless but Ditzy is beloved nopony would harm her besides raiders and maybe slavers Ditzys been around since the war from what I understand.” Daisy said.
My expression saddened. “Ditzy is a friend of mine back before and during the war I know her If it truly is Ditzy I must talk to her and get one of these survival guides she’s written I will have to go without my helmet or remove it so she could see that I’m not one of these enclave ponies but her old friend might smooth things over for she knows me we use to live in PonyVille but those were happier time before the war happened. As for the enclave I do not hold any loyalty to the pegasi who abandoned Equestria to become what it is now instead of helping the land recover was one of our responsibilities I was a weather pony before I joined the guard Followed my Idol even became a member of her ministry I rose through the ranks quickly was given command of a recon scout team. Storm Wing here is my second in command.” I said.
“Ma’am Nothing of note worthy on the raiders that you nailed Mine im sorry to report were vaporized anything on them as well sorry ma’am.” Storm said.
“No problem Storm nice shooting for a 225 year old mare.” I teased. 
Storm Wing Burst out laughing “I could say the same to you Ma’am.” 
I shared a laugh with Storm Wing then turned back to Daisy anyway Like I said we will help you get to your destination. We might need help when we get there so that we maybe allowed in to talk with Ditzy be advised though Do not touch anything in the Tortoise there are sensitive equipment and our personal privations that are not up for trade or sell we do have things we are willing to trade and or sell speaking of which Misty I noticed your shotgun is in need of some repairs and you could use with some better firepower as a back up as a sign of good faith.” I said as I walked to the supply wagon climbed in came back out with a mid range sniper with Twenty clips ten clips marked in yellow and ten plain clips I hoofed her the rifle and clips. “Take this as a gift each clip has Twenty rounds the yellow marked clips are armor piercing ammo military grade you will find that rifle is in mint condition like it was straight off the manufacturing line if you wish more ammo you will need to barter for it as for your shotgun Let me see it I’ll fix it for you free of charge and if I can’t I’ll replace it with a better model I have combat shotguns that hold more ammo and can pack a much bigger punch and before you say anything I understand it is your weapon and by the look in your eye when I said that i would fix it or replace it if I couldn’t It has sentimental value to you probably passed down to you from a family member So I will do my best to fix it for you Storm please help Daisy with her wears while I help Misty here with her shotgun also Misty you might want to get a little practice with that rifle I’ll give you a clip that you can practice with.” I said as I looked around for something she could shoot as a target spotting what looked to be a dead tree I pointed.
“See that tree there look through the scope pick some a point on it that you wish to shoot take a breath and hold it then shoot.” I said as I watched her do as I suggested I had activated my scope to watch she hit the tree dead on. “Good shooting Misty you would make a good markspony that rifle is a mid range sniper doesn’t have the range mine does but it’s a good rifle to have keep in mind what I just told yeah about how to fire a scoped weapon I can also offer you another rifle that is a fully automatic rifle in other words an assault rifle. We can talk about it later.” I said as Daisy and Storm Wing brought up her supplies. 
I had to admit I was surprised with how much she had. “So Daisy as I said before there are stuff in the Tortoise that are the personal effects of mine and Storms please keep to the rear compartment because you lost your brahman I’m allowing you to ride in the tortoise Myself and or Storm Wing will also be in the tortoise manning the weapon systems and communications equipment we are still trying to find out what’s going on around here. So please abide by the rules please. The tortoise is in essence mine and Storms home housing our munitions for our equipment and supplies that is not up for sale or trade. The stuff in the wagon being pulled however are for trade and or sell.” I said.
“Fair enough.” Daisy said. “I do appreciate your assistance back there and will abide by the rules you laid out Celestia knows I do the same whenever a pony approaches my caravan for trade I wouldn’t expect any less from a fellow traveler in this wasteland Misty and I do understand. 
“Thank you so where is this town you're heading to?” I asked.
“The towns called New Appleloosa If you would allow me to mark it on your map on that there pipbuck I see you too wearing it would be quicker.” Daisy said.
“Alright Here.” I held out my hoof bringing up the map making sure the location of the base was hidden thank goodness for security measures Only my armors onboard map showed the location of the base. A new marker appeared on my EFS I sent said info to Storm Wing so we both would know where to go. 
“Storm it’s time to switch pulling on pulling even though the last half hour we have been sitting still I’ll pull for a bit monitor the com frequencies but keep an ear on the EBS’s frequency it seems like the best place to find news about the wasteland as well as give us music to listen to but do not forget to scan for any other broadcasts see if you can’t tap into the enclave’s channels I want to find out what is up with the pegasi as well as see why they haven’t come down and helped down here. I don’t like this one bit Storm Wing. If they came down and helped down here Equestria could recover and not be what it is now a wasteland could have been green and beautiful like before the war. But with that cloud blanket all it is doing is trapping all the radiation down below instead of allowing it to dissipate.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing.
“What do you mean by the cloud cover trapping the radiation?” Daisy and Misty asked.
“Storm Wing and I where weather ponies we helped the crops grow and managed the weather around Equestria I served as a weather mare in PonyVille for Seven years before I joined Rainbow Dash in the Equestrian military as a member of the Airguard. My job was to help with crop land bringing rain to town to keep the trees and crops growing strong I am a trained weathermare so is Storm Wing we know what happens when a cloud blanket like this is displayed Hell with it in place Canterlot fell We learned that a magaspell was used in canterlot and evacuations were underway in the surrounding area from what the last reports I got from what was left in the com logs at the base we woke up in a magaspell was detonated inside the shield Princesses Luna and Celestia put up to stop the missiles that were bombarding Canterlot from what I understand is once that bomb went off Canterlot was considered lost The princesses were considered dead and retaliatory strikes were authorized we launched our own magaspells in response to the destruction of Canterlot from the reports I heard they used the same bomb that took out Little Horn what we called the Little Horn agent I do hold hope that The Princesses managed to make it into Stable One but I do not know if it would have survived for very long from what I understand the shield around Canterlot stayed up for a long time but when it finally fell with the winds produced by the condensed air underneath the cloud blanket along with the Pressurized air that was being expelled by the released shield would spread the fallout of the bomb used in Canterlot almost if not all the way to Manehattan.” I said.
“As for the cloud cover trapping in Radiation think of it as a jacket which is meant to keep body heat in and the cold out same principle but with the added downside should it rain it’s irradiated water instead of clean and safe to drink some places like were the bombs fell you wouldn’t want to be out during a storm so to speak you would want to be indoors or in a shelter.” Storm Wing said.
I picked it up from there “Equestria didn’t become a wasteland the day the war ended oh no it happened over years the plants died because of the lack of the sunlight the land started to dry up from the heat being trapped by the clouds In other words this cloud blanket is what finally ended our once beautiful land of green fields and crops If it was gone the land could finally begin to heal in Five maybe ten years crops could be sown for fresh foods that would be healthy and not irradiated you wouldn’t get sick from eating it.” I said.
“I see so what does this mean to us down here?” They asked.
“It means that whoever Is in charge of the enclave is being selfish and paranoid maybe even a bit of a bigot being completely devoted to pegasus superiority thinking that they are better than the ponies down here to be honest I do not know how the pegasi have survived this long without the assistance of earth ponies and unicorns for that matter because we can not grow crops in the sky wasn’t possible back then doubt it’s possible now there were a few stables built for pegasi they could be still functioning as farms for them but again this is only speculation on my part when the recall order was sent out for all pegasi armed forces to retreat and close the sky Myself and Storm Wing refused the orders and remained at our stations helping evacuate personnel for cryo sleep securing equipment for stasis conditions before going into stasis ourselves. I was the first to be revived when stasis was to end so I could wake the others and check the status of the base I was the Ranking officer on base so in effect I was the base commander Storm Wing and I where the last ones to go into stasis myself being the very last making sure everything was secured and the base was on lockdown defences were up and running. When I awoke yesterday I was dismayed by what I was looking at the base was in shambles systems were failing and my personnels cryo chamber had lost primary power connection backup systems kicked in and did an emergency revival waking them up to fix the problem but they were trapped by debris according to the computer they spent several days trying different means of getting out but none were successful. In the end they decided that it was better to die quickly then to lose themselves to cannibalism so they activated a one of the bases defencive measures which is a gas that is a knockout gas but in sufficiently high doses is fatal they flooded the chamber with a fatal dose of gas. That was Seventeen years ago according to the report. I lost everypony under my command except one that day.” I said.
“No pony is better than another we all have our parts to play in the world Earth Ponies are extremely good at agriculture not only that but with tech art and other things Unicorns are good with magic they are great scholars and teachers pegasi are good with weather control and are good fighters the Royal Guard was comprised of all three tribes of ponies known as the EUP guard pegasi military leaders at the end of the war broke the oaths that governed the military founded on Unity of the three tribes. I have a sneaky suspicion that the our enemy at the time was trying to sow dissent amongst the tribes to weaken us to divide us given birth to the enclave the princesses could not lower that shield with the cloud blanket up for fear of dooming everyone who was being evacuated to the stables or shelters around Equestria I say everyone because not everyone who was being evacuated were ponies Equestria had a zebra, griffon, dragon and so on so forth citizens that had just as much right to survive as we did they were given that chance I would not deny them it either I had a zebra friend she was murdered for no reason. Only reason i could think of was because she was a zebra. Hell she even helped The ministry of peace with healing potions elixirs and tonics.” I said sadly. 
“Not every zebra was bad anyway let’s get underway we have a ways to travel I do not relish the idea of being out in the open come nightfall.” Storm Wing said getting a nod from me as I hitched myself up to the Tortoise.
“Alright everypony secure your wears Daisy find a sit down and relax a little Misty if you wish to walk beside me and get some pointers on the use of your new rifle you're welcome to. Storm Wing can contact me if need be.” I said.
“Might as well walk beside yea I’m still on guard duty after all you may not be part of the caravan but you are helping the caravan with their wares so I might as well do the job I’m being payed for.” Misty said.
“I admire that.” I said giving Misty a smile before putting my helmet back on. “Ok be on the lookout for trouble that might not have been the only raiders in the area I rather not be ambushed by a group of would be thugs.” I said.
“EFS is active Ma’am we should have a heads up on anything hostile to us.” Storm said, “Copy that Storm keep an ear out and Eyes open.” I replied getting an affirmative from my friend.
Twenty minutes later Storm Wing interrupted my lesson on weapon maintenance.
“Ma’am you might want to hear this switching to internal com speaker.” Storm Wing said.
“What’s up Storm?” I asked.
“Daisy please repeat that story for Cloud Striker.” I heard Storm Wing request.
“Sure okay I am former Knight Daisy Streak of the Manehattan contingent of the Steel Rangers Twenty years ago I was a freshly graduate from Steel Ranger training I was part of a recon squad sent out to locate potential resources that could be used by the Rangers we were following a report of an abandoned stable that supposedly didn’t last but was still closed up tight could have valuable resources for the rangers to use or a foreward ops base we found the location of the stable but it was had a New Village around its entrance each one of the inhabitants were in stable barding marked with stable thirty our orders where to locate the stable and report back. We did report back. A week later I was sent out to a forward outpost with supplies at first I didn’t realise where I was going until I got close to the stables location what I found was to put it frankly was disturbing There was smoke coming from the town's location when I got there the place looked like a battle hit the area. I learned that my fellow Rangers attacked this new village after they refused to leave there home there was no survivors from the stable population they welcomed the Steel Rangers for what they where I learned from going through the stables school was that they learned that the steel rangers where or I should say are the guardians and protectors of Equestria that they were a military force of the Equestrian government and they slaughtered every single pony filly’s and colts alike because they refused to give up their rightful home. When I learned that this went against the Oath I swore to when I put on that armor I made a commotion I was stripped of my rank forced to remove my armor then held at rifle point marched out by the perimeter of the village to be executed as a traitor.” She took a deep breath and had a drink of water for I heard her drinking.
“The stallion that became my husband a year later was on his supplie rounds he made contact with this Village and was returning with what they required to expand into a proper town most of the residents still lived in the Stable proper looks like they put up quite the fight to defend their home when I went through the stable To complain about the massacre. Anyway Im going off story He and his guard contingent saw me being escorted and rescued me three of his guards lost their lives that day but they saved me from being executed. I learned later that Orders were passed down to all steel ranger should I be spotted anypony with me were to be shot on sight no questions asked. After our stop at New Appleloosa we were going to Tenpony tower in Manehattan to visit our daughters who run a shop in the tower was our last stop before going home. My filly’s took Two years working for that shop owner to earn citizenship at Tenpony tower now they own the same shop they worked in. I have to say I’m proud of my filly’s as any mother would be. If I’m not able to rebuild the caravan I would like to accompany you as far as Tenpony so that I can make my final delivery and pass on what the Caravans rains to my daughters well what’s left of it anyway and Pay Misty what she’s owed. My daughters can found the reconstruction of the caravan if need be we were going to pass it down to them anyway would have been a great opportunity for them to showcase their talents you see they own and operate the clothing and armorer store in Tenpony quite talented at it we do carry some of their works on our supply runs hell Misty is wearing one of there best armors.” Daisy said. 
I looked over Misty for a moment Appraising her armor. “Well I’ll be dose look like it would offer the best amount of protection with the least amount of weight.” I said nodding in approval.
Taking a moment to think [i/] I guess seeking the aid of the Steel Rangers is out if they have become nothing but well organized tech hoarding raiders.  “Daisy what do you know about what is going on within the steel rangers. This sounds like something that would cause a lot of internal conflict that could lead to a civil war amongst the steel rangers.” I asked.
I heard a sigh “You have that right Ma’am and I think it could have been avoided if Steelhooves accepted the position of Elder from what I hear Steelhooves was one of the first steel rangers of course I don’t know if it is true but he holds the true meaning of the oath at heart he is a Star Paladin in the Manehattan contingent. If he did accept the position any Steel Ranger could transfer to his contingent and live the true meaning of the oath we swore from what I hear many would have followed him and still would, but now it would be succeeding from the Other Steel Rangers it could very well lead to internal conflict within the Steel Rangers any ranger who would follow SteelHooves would be labeled a traitor an outcast and would be hunted down by the other rangers so we could be looking at a complete and utter shackdown of the steel rangers should something bring it to the breaking point.” Daisy said.
“Hmmm…” I said… “So in other words if the final straw was pushed and this SteelHooves responds and others follow there could potentially be a great ally in these outcasts provided help could be provided.” I said outloud. 
“Possibly Ma’am it also depends on how it happens. If I can’t rebuild the caravan on my own and decide to pass it on as is to my daughters I wish to accompany you on your mission Ma’am to help the ponies of the wastelands. My family already knows that if there was an opportunity to help more then with just supplies that I would help in anyway possible I swore an oath to Equestria even if it was misguided in its interpretation by the elders I still hold steady to that oath I helped out with problems when in towns did eliminated problems that I could deal with on my own or with some volunteers from amongst the guards protecting the caravan I always payed extra for the assistance in these matters My husband agreed with me and approved of it. He would not want me to waste a chance to really help out in a big way he would do the same if he was as trained as I was in combat.” Daisy said.
“I’ll think about it, but don’t rush into anything without first talking to your daughters this will affect them as well. I know what I am hoping to be able to accomplish will not be easy or a quick fix nothing is ever easy hell I was fighting in a war that nopony or zebra would win all throughout the war we made several attempts at ending the war peacefully each of them failed. I would rather not have to fight again in another conflict but I can’t see it all I can tell is something is happening and I do not like some of what I have heard already.” I said and sighed.
“I agree.” Storm Wing said.
“We have business in Manehattan checking on something we found in a shipping manifest when we woke up that could be important plus would give us access to data that could help us understand some things better. If you do come to Manehattan with us on your way to Tenpony Tower we will escort you there if this tower you speak of is the Ministry of Arcane Sciences in Manehattan that would be a place we need to stop at as well there is something we have to discuss with a pony there.” I said.
“You talking about Dj Pon3’s radio broadcasts from the M.A.S.E.B.S.?” Daisy asked.
“If he’s the stallion I heard when I was listening for broadcasts then Yes I need to speak with this Dj Pon3 nothing bad mind you just he maybe able to shed some light on some things that are troubling me.” I said with a nod.
“Well Tenpony Tower is the MAS hub in Manehattan what did you hear if you don’t mind me asking?” Daisy asked.
“Storm hit replay on that broadcast I played for you before we heard the gunshots.” I said.
“Yes Ma’am.” She replied shortly after that I heard the broadcast again.
“...been warning everypony for some time now to steer clear of Appleloosa.  Well, seems like the Stable Dweller either didn’t get the message, or chose to ignore it.  I’ve gotten confirmed reports that the little gal marched into Appleloosa, and brought hell on her hooves.  Freed over a dozen slaves, many of them foals.  I’m happy to report that they’re safe and sound.  But there’s a bitter note to this song.  When a small army of slavers tried to take their captives back, our heroine of the wasteland sacrificed herself making sure everypony got away safe.  So this next song goes out to you, Stable Dweller.  May Celestia and Luna wrap you in Their tails...”
“Oh my…” I heard Daisy say…. “Well to shed a little light on what happened a week ago Two ponies left stable Two near PonyVille one of them took on the Raiders living in PonyVille and rescued a Five ponies being held captive by the raiders. Appleloosa is a slaver town under the direction of Redeye he runs the main slaver army out of Fillydelphia His Right Hoof gal stern is a griffen merch who actually manages the operation there from what I understand I use to be a part of the steel rangers there in Fillydelphia before I was transferred to Manehattan. Redeye is a hard pony to keep track of nopony knows where he truly resides besides Stern and she’s not telling. All I know is Redeye is trouble he has help from the goddess as he refers her to. All I know is that she has a lot of what steelhooves calls alicorns they're smart and hard as fuck to kill. SteelHooves has a reputation as being called the Mighty Alicorn hunter amongst the steel rangers.” Daisy said.
“Alicorns!!!” I exclaimed.
“Yes.” Daisy said.
“Damn it that changes things.” I said. 
“What do you mean Ma’am.” Daisy asked.
“It was a secret kept only to the ministry mares and the princesses but I know about it because I was directly under Rainbow Dash’s command and was present during the presentation Twilight Sparkle the Ministry Mare for the MAS was working on a project to create alicorns through magical means in essence create an army of Alicorns that could force an end to the war. I heard that pony testing was taking place shortly before the bombs fell Twilight was overseeing it in Marapony in splendid valley something must have happened when Marapony was hit and this goddess was created. This is only a hypothesis at the moment, but this goddess could be the source of the alicorns but using unwilling ponies as experiments to find the right dosage to create an alicorn. Just out of curiosity what is the most prized type of pony looked for by slavers what tribe of pony would fetch a high price so to speak.” I asked.
“From what I learned from the last time I ran into a slaver it was Unicorns. That Redeye would pay high for unicorn ponies.” Daisy answered. 
“That is what i thought....” I said... “Would make sense considering Unicorns have the Highest level of magic capability amongst the three tribes, but again this is only a hypothesis at the moment I have no real proof that this is what is going on or what is happening.” I said.
“Anyway I have some things to think about so do you Daisy. Storm Wing switch with me I have a shotgun to repair and you know that it helps me to think about things better when I’m cleaning and maintaining weapons.” I said.
“No problem CJ.” Storm replied as I came to a stop and began to unhook myself from the harness. 
Daisy and Storm Wing exited the Tortoise as me and Misty walked up to the back. “Go ahead dear I know you would want to be present when your shotgun was repaired.” Daisy said to Misty.
We both nodded in passing Misty and I entered the tortoise I went up front for a moment to collect my kit. When I came back Misty was resting with her shotgun in across her legs.
“Ok Misty let’s repair your shotgun.” I said with a smile.
Misty smiled back with a nod “Okay mind if I watch i should probably see how to properly maintain it Daisy helped me out a lot with maintaining it, but I think I should learn how to properly care for my weapons If she does give the caravan to her daughter's I’ll be out of a job unless they hire me to continue to protect the caravan.” Misty said.
“Well you don’t have to rush things too quickly we have a long way to go before we reach Manehattan and Tenpony Tower.” I replied as I broke down the shotgun for a proper cleaning some parts were worn down enough to needing to be replaced I took one of the raiders shotguns apart using the best parts to repair Misty’s Shotgun reassembled it and hoofed it back to Misty. 
“There we go good as new well as best I can get it with what I had on hoof. If you like I will gladly help you with a more combat oriented shotgun.” I said.
“What do you mean.” She asked.
“Well I do have Two battle saddles equipped with what was at the time the best combat shotguns available they pack a punch let me tell you I’ve used them myself before not pegasus friendly. Knocked me on my flanks and into a wall wasn’t prepared for the recoil didn’t properly brace myself got used to using enchanted weapons for Pegasi. You see the weapon on my battle saddles are enchanted to have a feather of a kick almost no recoil even my minigun and my sniper can be fired while in flight my missile launcher can be but it does have more of a kick than my other three weapons.” I said. 
“Ah I see.” Said Misty
“So if the shotguns you mention where the top of the line would they be the Mac?” Misty asked.
My eyebrow shot up as well as my ears. “The Mac huh looks like somepony has seen a magazine for Ironshod Firearms and Yes it is the Mac shotgun two mounted on a battle saddle Big Mac was the only pony I know who could handle that shotgun without it being mounted on a battle saddle.” I said as Misty’s eyes glazed over in ah. [i/] I snickered to myself She looks like she just had an orgazim.
“We can work something out if we need to but it is something I will consideration if your interested.” I said.
Misty nodded “My Father taught me how to use a battle saddle but I never could find one that would fit my style of fighting I always preferred short to mid range fighting was never good with close quarter combat, I know it’s important to know how to defend yourself in close quarter or hoof to hoof combat it just never felt right to me I rather not have to fight somepony hoof to hoof if it can be avoided.” Misty said.
“I can understand that, This battle saddle I mentioned was designed according to the logs for a unicorn She was about your body size maybe even weight. Can’t say I know her personally besides talking to her briefly when she arrived there was only Five Mac’s ever produced  to my knowledge and she got two of them mounted on a battle saddle. I do know that they're compatible with most combat shotguns so spare parts shouldn’t be a problem provided you keep them well maintained you won't wear them out quickly best thing to do is clean and maintain your weapons as much as possible cleaning them after a fight is a good idea that way they have less chance of failing on yeah in the heat of combat most military and guard weapons were made sturdy and tough security forces also had high quality weapons but no where near what the Equestrian military had.” I said.
“So Misty if you don’t mind me asking, Tell me about yourself.” I asked.
Misty looked at me for a moment before nodding. “Well not much to tell My mother was a stable dweller as most of the wasteland ponies would call a pony that came out of a stable maintenance pony she helped Maintain the stable’s systems about Thirty years ago something happened to the stable which prompted the need to open the door and send out a search team to find something don’t know what it was wasn’t born yet, from what mom told me the search turned up failing so the stable had to be abandoned so preparation were made to leave the stable. When they left they had stripped everything they could that was usable and was easy to carry they put together a cart that was placed there for when the stable doors opened so they could move things they settled down and started a town Five years later I was born my older brother was happy to have a little sister I was taught raised knowing how to survive in the wasteland went on a few scavenging forays with my mother and father Dad was a good stallion that had helped my mother settle in when I was fifteen the town was attacked by Slavers my mother, father, and brother were all captured I managed to escape by playing dead I was injured not fatally, I couldn’t move. I was covered in blood from killing a slaver so I played dead I couldn’t move think i might have gotten hit by something prevented me from being able to move anyway about thirty minutes after they left I was able to move again managed to find a healing potion the slavers seemed to be in a hurry for some reason they didn’t take much of anything except who they captured leaving everypony and the young foals. When I got up kind of scared a few of the colts and filly’s they thought I was dead. It was one of the filly’s that got me the healing potion she was scared and looked for to me wondering what to do the foals were scared and sad because there parents were gone either killed in the attack or taken by the slavers. A week later a trade caravan come into town we asked and paid for escort to friendship city. When we got there ponies of the city welcomed us took us in even offered to raise the foals I myself was taken in I joined the city guard to protect what was left of my family even if they were not related by blood the ten foals are my family I still hold hope to find my brother father and mother but I have no clue where to look or even begin to look that was Ten years ago.” Misty said.
I stared in shock at what this young mare went through in her life. I pulled her into a hug and held her close as she sniffled. “I think I know what happened to you and why you couldn’t move i think did one of your family use a needle gun?” I asked i got a short but firm nod. “Mom had one to help keep the varmints as she called them away or when hunting.” she replied.
“Did she have any poison darts manticore maybe?” I asked
“Yes when i was five the town had a problem with manticores as she called them the town got a hunting party together to eliminate the problem they came back with quite a few manticore stingers and meat which we bartered for with the next trader to come into town with we had the hydroponics system from the stable that provided for everypony in town we traded one of the water talismans for escort to Friendship city they even helped us pack and load the Hydroponics system which mom taught me how to maintain so i was able to break it down for transport. Friendship city was thrilled to get that system the other water talisman was for the hydroponics system.” Misty said.
“There we go your mother must of pegged you with a dart at some point near the end of the fight takes a moment to kick in but it will paralyze a pony for about an hour being hit by depending how strong the dart was dosed with the poison can kill in high concentration ten to twenty darts could kill a pony unloading a dart pistol’s clip that was loaded with manticore poison would kill anypony.” I said…“I think she was trying to protect you from the slavers.”
“Ma’am I think it would be prudent if we set up camp for the night doesn’t look like we will make it to New Appleloosa tonight.” Storm Wing announced over the com. 
“Alright Storm look for a good place to set up camp you and I we will take watches tonight so Misty and Daisy can be well rested I’ll take first watch I’ll wake you 5 hours after you go to sleep. I’ll get things together for Dinner tonight Be nice to cook again outdoors again kind of reminds me of camping with my mother before the war but only diffence is that damnable cloud blanket.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am should we unpack the tents ma’am?” Storm asked.
“No not tonight would be a hassle to pack it up in the morning.” I replied as we set up camp for the night drawing on the tortoises tank for a vegetable stew.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard

Chapter 3: New Appleloosa and Reunion With old Friends.

Friendship Is an important part in the founding of Equestria being reunited with a good friend is always a happy occasion.


When I awoke that morning I felt rested I had Storm Chaser a close friend securing her bedding She noticed that I was waking up. “Good Morning CJ sleep well?” She asked.


“Yes.” I replied with a Yawn… “Anything left to eat must of slept longer than I intended to.” I asked.


“Yep there is.” Storm hoofed me my breakfast. “Eat quickly so we can get on the road again we should hopefully make it to New Appleloosa by noon If we get moving soon.” Storm said.


I nodded as I ate I thought about last night's talk between the four of us we learned that the currency of the wasteland was bottlecaps. I was surprised to say the least but after thinking about it some more it made sense. Bits would be hard to come by, but we did learn that bits or pre-war money as it was called is can be traded for caps in bulk the gold and silver were worth something if only to repair and engrave things or make trinkets for somepony special. I finished my food while I was in thought stored my bedding. 


“I’ll pull first today Storm you pulled until we stopped last night. I’ll pull until we reach New Appleloosa we will do some barter hopefully we can speak With Ditzy would be nice to see her again. I’m sure she would want to catch up with us but business first we need to get some caps from what Daisy says her stores name is Absolutly Everything the stores motto is was kind of cute.” 
Yes, I do deliveries!

No hooves, nasty stingers?  No service.

Ask me about special orders!  I won’t answer, but I’ll get right on it!

Wasteland Survival Guide!  Available now!  First copy for every family is free!


Storm Wing Laughed again after I repeated the motto “Yeah that does sound like Ditzy doesn’t it.” Storm Chaser replied. 


I nodded “Yes it does I just hope we will be able to talk to her before we the ponies of the town drive us off for being pegasi.” I said. 


“I wouldn’t be too worried about that Last time I came through they had a Pegasus that was escorting Traders in and out of town I think he was a Dashit though normally we do not see many Pegasus ponies around I know of only two pegasus ponies in the wasteland both are Dashits.” Daisy said.


“Dashit?...” I replied in confusion… “What do you mean by Dashit?” 


“Oh right you wouldn’t know of the term from what I’ve been told a Dashit is what the Enclave calls a traitor they use a magical brand in the shape of the outline from what I’ve been told is Rainbow Dash’s Cutie Mark effectively eliminating the pegasus’s cutie mark replacing it with the brand than exiling them to the wasteland or tried for treason or something like that not 100% sure on it you would need to ask a Dashit about it if you wish to know more.” Daisy said.


The look of horror on Mine and Storm Chasers face that turned to righteous anger was proof that Storm Chaser was as pissed as I was about hearing about this.


“If we meet this Dashit you mentioned I will of course ask about it in private something like that is not to be taken lightly by me or Storm but it is something we would need to know about I served with Rainbow Dash she was an element of harmony for buck sakes the element of Loyalty to be precise and they have the gall to use her name and cutie mark to replace ones cutie mark that means so much to the pony in question as a mark of a traitor is outrageous not to mention the fact that Rainbow Dash would not stand for something like that if she was here and heard that.” I said. 


I took some deep breaths to calm myself down. “Alright everypony is everything packed secured and ready to go?” I asked.


“Yes Ma’am I just finished a double check on the gear in the tortoise and supply wagon everythings good to go.” Storm said as i got nods from both Misty and Daisy.


“Ok then let’s move out.” I said as I hooked myself up to the Tortoise called up the waypoint to the EFS and started to pull.


The trip was uneventful no attacks no ambushes so I had no outlet for my anger My first sight of New Appleloosa was of surprise than of amusement. 


“Storm you have to see this.” I said. Shortly after I said that Storm and Daisy stepped out of the tortoise.


Storm looked at the town for a moment. “Ma’am is that what I think it is.” She asked.


“Yep the town is made up with a bunch of train cars making a wall with two gates one on each end some stacked pretty high looks like they also have a crane there which would have helped them stack the cars up to build the defensive wall around the town propor.” I said,


“Thats right Commander New Appleloosa has used the train cars to build that there wall to protect themselves from raiders and the like.” Daisy said. 


“Wise precaution and makes it so there are only two ways into town unless you can fly that is but I wouldn’t do that to ponies I wish to have a good first impression with I rather not have to fight if I don’t have to.” I said. 


“Well shouldn’t have to worry too much they are expecting my caravan to come through about this time we make this trip twice a year this is the second trip so it is the last one of the year we have others we would be gather for other locations but will probably not be making them trips I plan to ask Dj Pon3 to put out an alert for all traders to keep a stay on their guard while traveling raider activity has increased since the last time we made this trip.” Daisy said I nodded in agreement with that.


“Alright let's get going again almost there than Misty and I can relax and rest for a bit.” I said.


The others laughed at my comment but complied Storm and Daisy returned to the tortoise and I began to walk again toward the town in the distance 30 minutes later I was approching the gate when a gunshot and a puff a dirt at my hoofs caused me to stop. “That’s close enough enclave your not welcomed here so go someplace else.” I heard from the stallion on the wall.


Storm Wing and Daisy Stepped out of the tortoise. “Mind telling me why you're shooting at my escort to your town.” Daisy asked Glaring at the stallion.


“Daisy is that you.” The stallion asked. 


“Yes you shit for brains now will you please kindly put your weapon down I do not like yelling like this.” Daisy replied.


“Fine but we're watching you pegasus.” He said.


I walked slowly forward and approached the gate. 


“Mind telling me what the buck is going on here Daisy.” The stallion said as he stepped in front of her.


“The caravan was jumped yesterday these two mares came to our rescue but was too late to save the rest of the group me and my sole surviving guard is all that’s left they even managed to get my brahman so they offered us a lift to town there new to the wasteland Railright in a since you could say there stable dwellers considering they woke up Two days ago.” Daisy said.


The now named stallion Railright looked confused. “What do you mean by woke up two days ago?” He asked.
“I can answer that question sir Myself and My wingmare here were placed in what was called stasis or suspended animation along with Two hundred other ponies when we awoke the other day we found out that the others did and did not make it 17 years ago they were woken up due to an emergency that cut power to there cryo chamber that was to in hopes of restoring power so they could return to finish there sleep. I was the commanding officer and was to be revived first to check on the conditions to make the choice whether to wake them up or return to my own stasis pod. When I awoke and began to check on the status to see if it was safe to wake them I discovered that they awoke 17 years ago and died trapped in the stasis pod chamber. I quickly checked on My second in command to see if she was alright made the decision to wake her see and see what we should do. I am Commander Cloud Striker First recon of the Equestrian Airguard. This is my second in command Storm Wing we salvaged what we could and what was usable and or fixable and left half an hour later we came to the aid of Daisy and Misty here after learning that she was part of a supply caravan consisting of her husband and four guard only herself and Misty survived we offered them assistance and escort here. Before you asked the question you're undoubtedly going to ask Yes I’m over 200 years old and no I’m not a ghoul pony.” I said as I removed my helmet.


“I did hear from Daisy here that there is a ghoul by the name of Ditzy Doo here she can vouch for me that I am who I say I am For we are old friend I know Ditzy from before the war and during it.” I said.


“Would somepony get Ditzy please so we can clear this up just so you know I don’t want nothing to do with the enclave If your story checks out and Ditzy can confirm your story and who you are Then and only than will I let you in Damn it Calamity I could really use you about now.” Railright said sighing that last part under his breath.


A moment later a pony walked out the gate with the one who left to get Ditzy the moment I looked into her eyes I knew it was Ditzy.


“Ditzy!” I exclaimed.


She took one look at my face and the next thing I know I’m on the receiving end of a very squishy hug. I hugged back “Good to see you Ditzy but By Celestia what happened to you?” I asked.


“Wait don’t tell me yet that can be for later right now Can you please tell This stallion who I am by the way Railright I gave you my military callsign not my name.”


Ditzy giggled at that before taking up her chalkboard and wrote out. “This is a friend I thought I had lost long ago to the war. Her Callsign is Cloud Striker she’s a sniper for the Equestrian Airguard.” She had to erase and write several time to write all of that out. Ditzy said in writing. 


Railright looked at me and Storm Wing. “What about the other one Ditzy?” he asked.
I leaned in and whispered who my wingmare was and Ditzys Eyes locked onto Storm Chaser I laughed as Ditzy proceeded to give Storm Chaser a squishy hug. 


Storm Laughed as she hugged Ditzy back. “I was wondering where my hug was Ditzy been some time since we last spoke.” Storm Chaser said as Ditzy backed off so she can remove her helmet. 


Ditzy again picked up her chalkboard and began to write. “This is another old friend callsign Storm Wing of the Equestrian Airguard they both fought in the war but were reported MIA 
7 months before the magaspells fell.” Ditzy wrote out. 


“MIA?” Railright asked.


“It stands for Missing in action reason behind that is classified I'm afraid, but I can say this it does in part lead into how we are standing here today.” I replied.


“Very well Ditzy has Identified you and has given your callsign names that you gave me which should would know only if she knows you.” He said 


“Ditzy we will need one of them survival guides you wrote we also have things we can trade but first off I believe Daisy has business with you to complete first we can weal and deal after then catch up a little…” I leaned in and whispered… “I’ll tell you why we went MIA but you have to keep it a secret can’t tell anypony.” I said getting a nod from Ditzy.


Ditzy lead us to her store me pulling the Tortoise and supply wagon to the shop while Ditzy and Daisy did their business Storm myself and Misty waited outside standing guard over the Tortoise and supply wagon. I had put my helmet back on so I could if need talk to Storm privately.


We were kicking back drinking some cold pure water when a colt and filly bumped into me “Wah nelly are you two okay?” I asked helping the two to their hoofs  an older pony came up saying “How many times do I have to say look where you're going or you will end up hurting yourselves.” She said taking the two home after apologizing for them. Just to be on a the safe side I checked to see if anything was removed from my saddlebags nothing was everything was accounted for I stopped myself shaking my head. [i/] Old habits die hard. I thought.


Daisy came out of the store 20 minutes after the foals ran into me. “How did it go Daisy is Ditzy able to help you out?” I asked.


“Well yes and no she was did accept the supplies to be distributed that was ordered through her as for helping me get a wagon or something no so I hate to ask but would you at least help me to Tenpony Tower my last stop I know you're heading that way I can buy additional provisions to replace what me and Misty would use Ditzy will make arrangements to get deliver the supplies I can’t deliver on my way home for I know there is nothing at Tenpony that has a wagon and no brahman I would be able to acquire along the way.” Daisy said. 


“Well I can see if we can at least provide or make you a wagon from a a skywagon along the way. If we can It would go along way to replacing the brahman and could be pulled by just about anypony all we would need is an axle and wheels a heavy duty axle would be needed for the type of wagon we could put together. I’ll ask Ditzy if she has something that would work I have the necessary tools to do this in the tortoise If needed.” I said getting a nod from Daisy.


“Well I’m still thinking about what I said about accompion you with helping Equestria recover and helping everypony that needs it. I know that I need to talk with the my girls about this but I can’t help but feel I need like I need to do this can’t explain it.” Daisy said.


“I know that feeling Daisy. As I said before you need to at least speak with your girls before you make a final decision, This choice is never an easy one trust me I made a lot of choices in my life not everyone of them was the right choice I never talked with my Mother or Father about Joining the guard they found out after I had already done so and had returned from Basic training I got an earful from both my parents. It put strain on my relationship with them and it was something I regretted and to add to that I was declared Missing in Action before being assigned to the base that brought me here I lost everything Daisy my mother my father my brother and sister I have no clue what happened to them did they survive do I have great great nephews or nieces? Do I even have any family left All I have is one of my closest friend yes I just reconnected with one of my friends. I even lost the closest pony to me somepony I considered my closest friend that I considered family somepony I Idolized. I have no clue what happened to any of them. I have this feeling deep down that I failed every single one of them. I said.


Daisy looked at me with a little bit of shock. She nodded a few moments later. “I’ll talk with them see what they say help them through this tough time for us we lost not only my husband but a father and a family friend who has been with us for a long time.” She said


I nodded. “Daisy can you see if you can get us a room for the night, I doubt Ditzy is going to let me off easy we might not be leaving tonight. If there is no rooms available We can sleep in the tortoise the supply wagon can work and be stored safely within Ditzys place of business.” I said getting a nod from Daisy.


I entered Absolutely everything and met a smiling Ditzy who switched her sign to closed so we could talk. 


“Ditzy before we begin I must tell you That everything I’m about to tell you is Classified or was classified you will not get the location of where I woke up at for that is a secret even now I will not let it fall into the hoofs of the Steel Rangers or worse the Enclave so do not ask me for the location. Suffice it to say Storm and I are Special forces black ops ministry of awesome intel agents recon scouting and assassination if needed I was being trained that whole time I was MIA until the magaspells happened I was given command of covert ops base one that doesn’t even exist in essence it’s a stable that has a hangar and is to this day fully functional We were 2 parts away from completing a dragon killer class raptor that would be one of a kind none ever like it built for stealth and recon behind enemy lines. Was supposed to help turn the tide so to speak after Zecora’s death was going to give us an edge so we can hit hard and quickly but it was never completed. To complete the ship I need a raptors navigation system and the fire control spell matrix for the ship’s weapon systems. Storm Chaser and I were placed in cryo sleep Ditzy when omega protocols went live. We secured everything sealed up 200 ponies crew and engineering staff for the ship and base went into cryo sleep before me and Chaser I was the last to be put under. I awoke 2 days ago Ditzy Two days and I already feel like I have failed everypony I cared and loved I even lost Rainbow Dash Ditzy a pony I considered family somepony I was very proud to serve  under I didn’t even get to say goodbye to anypony Ditzy not even the 200 members of my crew they died by their own hooves Ditzy because they didn’t want to resort to barbarism to survive for 17 years for a rescue so they flooded the chamber with Manticore poison in a gasses form They all had one last hurrah though 40+ mares with eager stallions you can guess what How I found some of them hell three stallions to each mare died in the throes of passion I got in and sent them off properly like they asked in the last log in that room some of the audio log even had the screams or moans of mares getting rutted good and hard in it.” I said. 


Ditzy had moved over to me and was rubbing my back. 


“Like I said Ditzy I would have a special request it could be hard to find or even to come by but I need the parts to complete the raptor Storm Chaser and I are heading for a MoA hub in Manehattan to pick up a shipment that was to be shipped out the day the magaspells fell It did mention the required components for complete the raptor was registered as being in the prepped for shipping with the other at the same time, but I also know that the MoA hub has been picked clean. So I want to have a backup option. Plus I have a bunch of weapons and ammo that I can barter with Military grade weapon static and vacuum sealed armory So hot off the Factory line mint condition plus medical supplies enough to support this settlement for a while if  used correctly and from the story’s Daisy tells me not mixing the healing Potions with Apple schnapps that weaken these potions super restoration potions medix magicly laced medical bandages and radaway. 200 weapons and ammunition for said weapon have around 250 ammo boxes for said weapons total weapons we brought with us is 350 we are keeping 150 of the weapons to arm any companions we may gain in our travels Misty was given a rifle and I repaired her shotgun. If you are interested in trading we could use the caps considering it’s not going to be completely easy to resupply some of our ammo we have only 5 ammo crates of Missiles we are currently at ammo capacity for our munitions stores on our armor 7.0 mm rounds will not be easy to find I have 12000 rounds ranging the standard 7.0 to the Ap rounds.” I said.


Ditzy nodded Picked up a notepad on a clipboard and began to write. “Sure new stock of weapons and ammo can be hard to come by as for 7.0 ammo I can look around and keep an eye out for some. I take it that Storm Chasers guarding your supplies and equipment?” Ditzy asked.


I laughed a little “Can you blame us Ditzy Military grade equipment a fully operational sky tank with magical energy weapons as its primary weaponry Probably worth quite a lot of caps to get their hooves on it not to mention the weapons and other supplies we have stored inside we loaded everything we could safely take with us without putting critically  strain on the power systems of the Tortoise and the modified supply wagon. Speaking of Wagons Ditzy would you have a heavy duty axle and wheels?” I asked.


She turned the pad sheet over and wrote on it “Why would you need a Heavy duty axle and wheels?” Ditzy asked. “Ah but that the thing Ditzy its not for me it’s for Daisy we are going to be going to Manehattan we will most likely come across some skywagons in decent shape frame and body structure wise that I can convert into a Caravan wagon for Daisy using my tools on the Tortoise I should be able to build and modify a skywagon to be a supply wagon that can be pulled by anypony and work just as well as the Brahman she lost plus I could armor it for better protection and make it in fully covered wagon to keep her wares dry and offer a better means of defence should it come under attack again. I couldn’t save her husband Ditzy or her brahman At least I can give her means of Livelihood back a means to keep going so she can help the ponies who are needing the supplies her caravan brings to the distant towns and villages that she stops at. I know you are helping her already with doing or making some arrangements to get supplies to where she’s to make her rounds next. I know she’s talked about hanging up passing it on to her filly’s, but they have a business to run in Tenpony Plus she has a lot of things to discuss with them before making a final decision.” I said. 


“I see what you mean Cloudy. I agree with you that and told her the same thing you just told me that you told her to do I know you regretted not telling your mom and dad about joining the military I can say this much they were not at home or anywhere near cloudsdail when it was struck as for your sister and brother I don’t know. The MoA hub hasn’t been breached as far as i'm aware of I fly by there every now and then. Ultra sentinels have that place under heavy guard I have even been shot at because I flew too close without authorization.” Ditzy said.


“Ditzy do you have any spark grenades or missiles….?” I asked…. “Reason I’m asking is because of what I’ve heard from Daisy about the steel rangers I would rather knock out there spell matrix and talk then outright kill them from what I have surmised and Daisy has confirmed it something going to snap and we will have an internal fight within the steel rangers. Not only that but this thing with Redeye and this supposed goddess, Slavers and the enclave I’m so mad right now and even feel ashamed about being a pegasus because of what they are and or have been doing Do you know anything about the term Dashit or why they still haven’t come down to assist everypony?” 


“Spark Grenades I do have missiles I only have a few there pricey because of how hard they can be to find an unexploited find. As for the Dashit I would say ask Calamity but he’s with little pip at the moment traveling with her I do come by a crashed Raptor but the enclave pretty much picks them clean before anypony makes it to the crash sight I’ll keep an eye out for the special order you placed Please let me know if you do acquired the parts needed.Now lets go take inventory of your Supply wagon.” Ditzy said. As she got up, I held up a hoof turned it so she could see the pipbuck screen and called up the supply list for the wagon. Ditzy looked over the inventory list she pointed out that she would take the 9mm pistols all of them and the all the ammo for them, she stated she was buying the ammo two caps a round so she hoofed me eight hundred caps for the ammo and thirty five caps each for the pistols so in grand total Ditzy paid me was one thousand one hundred and fifty caps for that one transaction. 


“Storm gather up the 9mm pistols and ammo Ditzy has just bought it all off us and if Daisy is around yeah can you please inform her I could use her in here Ditzy is going through the supply list and offering deals but I do not want to bleed a friend dry on caps according to the price guide she bought the ammo at two caps a round and thirty five caps per gun for the 9mm’s anyway she said the harder the ammo the more expensive it can be. We are currently sitting on one thousand one hundred and fifty caps. Oh and set aside a magical energy rifle and the ten spark packs for it. I’m going to offer it in trade for Spark grenades missiles and the axle and wheels she has. She has told me that the energy rifles are to pricey for her to buy. Oh add an ammo box of 5.56 rounds at four caps a round keep a price list and get a list of prices Daisy would think about the list of weapons we have and how much they would sale for she has been a trader for sometime after all she must know a bit about it.” I said.


“Will do CJ I got that rifle you asked for and the spark packs Daisy has offered to shift anything Ditzy buys inside Misty and I are guarding the Supply wagon I have the tortoise locked the ponies of the town seam to be keeping their distance from us to be honest I would be worried as well if some strange Power Armored pegasi showed up in town with everything that the enclave seems to be not helping but hurting everypony down here, and here we are in power armor granted I want to have as much of an advantage as possible out here, but we are scaring a lot of ponies because we are pegasi and are unknowns we have no clout so to speak.” Storm Chaser said. 


“I hear you Storm Oh….” I paused as a silver filly walks into the room…. “ Storm Ditzy has a filly here looks like she’s taking care of her I’ll pass along anything else in a moment I need to remove my helmet so I can speak to her without scareing her.” I said getting an understood, I took my helmet off. “Hello there sweetie what’s your name?” I asked the little filly she froze and looked frighten. “Don’t worry I will not hurt you and mean you no harm Ditzy I pointed to the ghoul Is a dear friend of mine I’m doing business here before heading out got places to go and ponies to protect My name is Cloudy Joy I’m a member of the Equestrian Airguard.” I said. 


The filly seemed to relax a little Ditzy had stopped when I began to speak to the filly She was holding up her pad I looked it said. “This is Silver Bell she lost her mother father and sister to raiders who killed them out at the old pie rock farm Silver was trying to act like Pinkie Pie to try and cope with her loss she thinks it was all her fault that her family is dead they killed them right in front of her and her sister from what Littlepip, Velvet Remedy and Calamity said I had gotten back not to long before you got here with her she has been sleeping since she got here.” Ditzy said.


“Silver Bell that’s a pretty name so a fan of Pinkie Pie huh you know I knew her personally I knew all of the ministry mares they were a great group of ponies they each had their faults each one made mistakes but it’s what we learn from the mistakes made that we improve What you went through no filly should have had to gone through That is what I am trying to prevent I wish I could have been there for you Silver Belle to been able to Protect your mother father and sister Ditzy is a good pony your in good hooves Silver Trust her she will do everything to protect you So will I should I be in the area I will help out anypony in need of assistance No matter how small or how much it could be a problem its my duty to help the ponies of Equestria no matter what it could cost me.” I said, seeing tears in her eyes. “Come here sweetie Like I said before I will not hurt you and you need somepony right now Ditzy is working so is busy right now but I am willing to offer my shoulder and or ear if you should need somepony to talk to.” I said and the filly bullet barrels into me she cried her little heart out in my shoulder I looked over at Ditzy with that look that said She’s hurt so deeply who could do this to such a sweet filly. Daisy comes in carrying the guns and Ammo sees Silver Belle crying in my arms with an eye cocked. 


“Here you are Ditzy this is what you paid for already Cloud will communicate with Storm and place I’ll be bringing it in after its been gathered up and set for delivery. Also Ma’am Storm said this is what you asked for where do you wish me to set it down?” Daisy asked.


“Set it down next to what Ditzy has already bought I will work out the arrangement with Ditzy after I am free to focus on it. Right now I have a filly that needs comfort and I will not turn away from offering that.” I said. 


“Understood Ma’am.” Daisy said, as she turned and left to return to the supply wagon.


I held Silver Bell whispering comforting words to her after twenty minutes she settles down I looked down at Silver Belle and gave her a smile. “Ditzy if it is alright with you I have something for Silver Belle back in the tortoise No charge it’s free and I think she would like it.” I said looking at my friend.


Ditzy just smiled and nodded. 


“Silver Bell if you will come with me for a moment Like I said to Ditzy i have something for you but it is in the tortoise I want to give it to you Ditzy can come to if it will make you feel better.” I said getting a nod from Silver.


I laid down go ahead Silver Bell climb up but please mind my wings and don’t touch the outer edge of my wings they're sharp there part of my melee weapon set there called wingblades basicly my wings are encased and the wingbone is being protected but has been sharpened into a lethal blade. It is mainly used in combat if I’m moving fast I can take a bad ponies head off I do not like fighting I rather not have to fight if it can be avoided but it isn’t always possible to avoid a fight. Enough about that.” I said as Silver Bell climbed onto my back resting between my wings wrapping her forehooves around my neck to hold on. 


I stood back up and walked out the door my friend Misty and Daisy looked up at me noticing my passanger.


“Ma’am looks like you brought company who’s this sweetie? Asked Storm Chaser.


“Silver Bell the other Pegasus in the same type of armor I have on is Storm Chaser Storm this is Silver Belle she lost her family to a raider attack out at the pie farm or was the pie farm that Pegasus we will need to talk to at some point and his friends found her and called Ditzy for help Storm Please open the door to the tortoise please I have something for Silver Belle in there for her.” I said. 


“Yes Ma’am.” Storm snapped a salute and went about doing just that. When the door opened up I walked in carrying Silver Belle with me I walked over to the cooling unit opened it up and Pulled out a one of the single serve cakes than said. “Here you go Silver Belle enjoy.” I said as she looked at me then took the cake. “th-thank you.”  she squeaked. “You’re welcome Silver Belle help out Ditzy and be good I might have another gift when I pass through on my way to wherever I go to next after Manehattan depends on if we find what we are looking for as well.” I said looking at her. 


“I promise you this I will give you something that you will be able to use for the rest of your life. So help Ditzy and be strong but do not forget you have Ditzy help in when you can’t be strong weakness can be a strength too want to know how me and Storm Chaser here work so well together we know each other's strengths and weaknesses we support each other protecting each other there is a say a team is only as strong as their weakest link we each pull our own weight in a unit that's the key we are only as strong as our weakest link Both me and Storm are great flyers but with ground boned member of the group we can’t always be flying I’m a trained sniper I excell in long range support I could shoot a target from two hundred yards away and hit my target I’m great in mid range fighting even hoof to hoof in a pinch, but I do not like fighting hoof to hoof never have heck don’t like combat I joined the Equestrian Military so I could help protect my loved ones my home and friends I failed them all but it wasn’t only me that failed It was everypony in the Military that shares this pain that I feel deep inside because Equestria is a wasteland. All I can do now is to keep going on Equestria maybe a wasteland now. It can recover all we need is to work together unite in a way helping each other we all are in this together trying to survive as best we can traders are important shop owners too they provide good and spread the good around you have no clue what a trader might have. One could have the ammo or weapons that could help protect ponies another can have food and medical supplies and other could have scrap that could be used to repair or even build something useful.” I said.


Silver Bell looks up in ah at what I was said.


“CJ speaks the truth there sweetie. Like her I was alive back before the war and joined around the same time Cloudy Joy did we became friends we seen a lot of action in the war none of it pleasant we lost friend family and loved ones ponies close and dear to our hearts we were trained to kill and to protect. We are sworn to protect Equestria now we will help Equestria recover while protecting and surviving helping our fellow ponies regardless of what some ponies may think there are pegasi out there who want to help CJ and I have to not because of duty but because it’s the right thing to do we have hope that might be all we have. If we let hope die then there is no recovery from the sins of the past no pony is perfect not even Princess Celestia and Luna were perfect they had their faults like anypony does they made mistakes and learned from them and moved on. CJ and I will be helping out there might even offer our skills and knowledge to improve the chances that the Equestria wasteland would become a better place.” Storm Chaser said.


I nodded in agreement. “Chaser and I rescued Daisy and Misty here from a Raider ambush Daisy is a trader was part of a caravan Misty was one of the guards we escorted them here because this was one of their stops we are going to be escorting them to Tenpony Tower in Manehattan after we leave. Also happens to be we were heading there in the first place so it’s not like we are going out of our way we have business in Manehattan so its no trouble even if we were not going to Manehattan we most likely would have escorted them the rest of the way anyway because what Daisy does is important there are places for ponies like me and Storm we weren't always guards or soldiers I was a weather mare before the war so was Storm Chaser we each had our place. If you give me a moment There is something I want to show you.” I said as I headed to the front of the Tortoise. “Wait here I’ll be right back.” I said.


When I got to the front compartment I got out of my armor. After that i returned to the back were Silver Bell was everypony was surprised to see me without my armor. 


“Silver Bell if you didn’t know I was a soldier and had met me like I am now would you have been afraid of me? Under all that armor I’m still a pony a mare just like Daisy and Misty here I have dreams wants and need like everypony does Let me tell you the a story it is one that happened quite a while ago over 200 years in fact I was a Filly around your age when I got my Cutie Mark….” I paused my story to show her my mark…. “I was playing with my little sister the game we were playing was tag my mother always said I was a ball of sunshine that I could chear anypony up we were playing in a park in Canterlot the capital city of Equestria where the Princesses lived. So anyway like I was saying we were playing tag and where running around laughing playing just having fun when we heard somepony crying. So I walked up and asked the mare if she was alright I was surprised when the mare turned out to be Princess Celestia my brother sister and I bowed as is customary to do so when in the presence of Royalty. She told us to rise I asked again if she was alright she asked if i could keep something a secret. I replied that I could Now I won't tell you what she told me but I can say this I ended up cheering her up that she had a big smile on her face instead of being all sad and gloomy and I got my cutie mark of a smiling sun braking the clouds of sadness I didn’t understand what it meant at first but as I got older I learned to trust my instincts when talking to somepony who was sad or depressed I had a knack of lifting that depression or sadness leaving joy and happiness.” I said.


Little did I know a crowd had formed when I was telling my story to Silver Bell. 


“I can not give up hope that Equestria will recover will there be fights in the days to come I have no doubt that there will be can there be peace again sure it can happen. Will there be differences? Absolutely. Will it be easy? Nope. Will it take effort? Yup. Equestria is battered hurt and divided there are three tribes of ponies Pegasi Unicorns and Earth ponies not one is better than the other. Each of the tribes have something in common we are all ponies each uneak to use an old saying. Together we can face any hardship Divided we'll fall and fail to achieve the objective whatever it maybe. Equestria has see over a thousand years of peace that all ended with the war. During the war I noticed things that didn’t seem right we were not working together helping one another as the war raged on Equestria started to fall apart the Nobles were thinking of only themselves the Princesses were trying to foster peace with the Zebras business ponies were thinking of how they could line their pockets with bits damning the consequences of their actions. The pegasi that formed the Grand pegasus Enclave when the magaspells fell they only thought of themselves closing up the sky creating a cloud blanket to protect themselves and only themselves in essence trapping the radiation and the fallout from the megaspells down below the clouds….” I looked around at everypony here… “I can see why there is not any trust in pegasi with the exception of a few. Like I said before I know about weather and clouds and I know how to fight been trained to fight I don’t like it but I will fight and kill if needed.” I said turning around and going back to the forward compartment and got back into my armor stepped back out in full armor.


Silver Bell looked at me in my full armor and helmet on. She didn’t shy away like she did the first time she seen me.


I looked around again at all the faces. “New Appleloosa I am a pegasus each and everyone of you can see that. I was a part of the Equestrian Military during the war, I have seen what Equestria was like before the war and I would like to see it flourish once more green with crops grown with love and care and the fruits of the land shared freely and openly or traded for what others might need. I swore an Oath to Equestria to serve and protect I hold that oath dearly at heart I’m no merc I am a soldier trained to fight In a war that no side won we all lost that war both Equestria and Zebrica both lost the war yet the fighting continues a different kind of war is being fought, United we can conquer any hardship, what happened Silver Belle has left a mark on her and hurt her deeply, but with time and the proper care even those wounds can heal working together each and everyone of us can help Equestria recover from the war as well each and everyone of us can do our parts to make something better instead of fighting amongst ourselves. I know the pegasi are out there I Have hope that their are good ponies amongst them. There are good, bad and misguided ponies out there. The road to true recovery is a long and hard road battles may be won or lost. What I see here in this town is hope I see Unicorn and earth ponies working together to survive. Misty here is a Caravan Guard her job is to help protect that caravan so they can arrive safely at the destination yes she gets payed for doing the job but that goes to acquiring ammo and other necessities that she may need to do her job and survive whether its armor, repairs to weapons to food and medical supplies. Like me she is a protector. I will fight beside Misty and protect others and stay loyal to my oath I swore in front of the Princesses when I joined the EUP guard. I will help protect others and help make this wasteland a better place. I am a pony out of place I don’t know everything there is to know. I may not understand the wasteland but I will not let it beat me.” I said looking around me. 


I looked to Misty and Daisy taking my helmet off again and gave them a smile. I reached a decision on something Misty and I talked about on our way here.


“Storm can I talk to you in private for a moment.” I asked my friend.


“Sure.” She replied we excused ourselves for a moment.


“Storm I want your opinion on that battle saddle we have that was designed for a unicorn the one with the shotguns with the partial powered one.” I said looking at Storm 


“Well CJ it does have some powerful weapons on it with holsters for rifle and sidearm made for a Unicorn to use. I have a feeling you made a choice and want my opinion on it Let me guess it is in regards to Misty.” Storm asked, I nodded. “I’ve been thinking about it for sometime now she would make a good companion plus she would be out of a job if Daisy decides to join us after Tenpony. To be honest both would make a good start Daisy is a trained Steel Ranger might not be as trained as we are, but that can be corrected. If Daisy does decides to join us we would have a representative to the rangers should the internal matters come to ahead in the rangers if this SteelHooves acts we could gain their aid with her help. This is of course if she joins us she is still going to talk to her filly’s about it but from what she has told me it more than likely that she will join us we could put one of the armors to use but she will have to swear an oath to us before we take them to the base the same one we took upon completing basic becoming a full member of the guard.” I said getting a nod of agreement. 


“To be honest CJ I agree we need more ponies willing to help others plus if this trip to MoA hub pans out we will need ponies to crew the raptor once the components that are missing are installed. My only question is can we trust them with the info that the base is fully operational and intact. Storm said and asked.


“We are going to need to trust somepony sooner or later I do not want the bases resources going to waste we can help a lot of ponies with the aid of the base and raptor with its medical garden and hydroponics for fresh food can be tended to I started the planting process for the  hydroponics the droids will monitor and harvest when needed but we need ponies who can do that plus If we do manage to get the aid of the outcasted rangers who go back to the true meaning of their oath they can supply pony power and maybe even help spread what is grown there not to mention supplying Logistical support the base was meant to survive and help rebuild we just never got the personnel to run everything. That’s also why we have the equipment to manufacture ammo and other things, we can make over a billion rounds with the supplies it has with what’s on hoof at the base. Until we know who we have to watch out for and who we can approach for support the base can not be revealed. The base is too important to let it fall into the wrong hooves. That is why it is so heavily defended. Rainbow wasn’t Lying when she told us we were given command of an important Military installation If Equestria fell and the worst came to pass the instructions I was given by Rainbow Dash, Celestia and Luna was to assess the damage to Equestria protect and rebuild we can start with Misty. Daisy still has things to think about but we can put the resources of the base to use determining what needs to be done.” I said pausing for a moment. “Storm we have a duty to protect Equestria it is not going to be easy Storm, but I can’t do this without you I need you.” I said when I continued.


“You have me CJ I wouldn’t abandon you but we need to be careful who we trust and who we take to you know what.” Storm Chaser said I nodded.


“You are right in that we do need to be careful, but we still need a lot more info especially on the enclave they might be the only true military left in Equestria. We can’t let them get their hooves on the base. They would use it against the best interest of Equestria and use it for there own selfish means.” I said getting a nod in agreement from my friend.


After our talk we rejoined everypony. I walked over to Misty motioned for her to follow me.


“Storm, Daisy would you help Ditzy with going through the supply wagon?” I asked getting nods in return. “Thanks.”


Misty followed me into the Tortoise I shut and locked the door and turned to Misty. “Misty how would you feel about joining Me and Storm Wing as a full time member of our team?” I asked.


Misty’s eyes went wide and her ears perked up. “What do you mean?” She asked.


I smiled at her. “What I mean by that is would you like to become a member of my unit to protect and help others from the dangers that the wasteland can through at ponies. I’ll be honest with you Misty I’m looking for good ponies willing to help their fellow ponies. I see a lot of potential in you Misty. I see the fire that burns inside you. I know that you have been hurt in the past and I can see why you became a guard. You didn’t want another pony to suffer the pain you and the surviving of your town had isn’t it. So I ask you again what do you think about joining my team?” I said.


Misty looked at me for a moment, I could see that she was searching for something before she answered. “Yes I became a guard because I want to protect ponies from harm and to defend them. I also do it because there are not enough ponies willing to step up sure mercs will do it for caps I do it because it’s the right thing to do true the caps are a plus and allow me to get the things I need to survive. I was lucky enough to have schooling from the stables teachers not meany wastelanders can say that they have had an education most they know how to do is read and write and basic math adding and subtraction and the skills they learned out in the wasteland whether it is hacking a terminal picking a lock or the means of defence. I want to protect and help ponies Cloud Striker I want to make a difference. I left friendship city with Daisy and her husband when they passed through last time they were in Manehattan I just happened to be at Tenpony Tower when they came in they had lost one of their guards I offered to help been with them ever since we would make a stop every time we can to Manehattan at friendship city to see how my fellow towns ponies were doing and see if they needed supplies we would pick up from Tenpony. If you're offering me a chance to do the right thing then yes I will join you and help you protect others from harm plus it couldn’t hurt to have a guide who knows some of the dangers of the wasteland with you.” She said with a smirk. 


I laughed at that. “That is true it doesn’t hurt to have a guide of sorts who knows of some of the dangers so I’ll ask you would you swear and oath to protect Equestria and her citizens in our travels?” I said and asked.


“Yes I will I’ll do anything to help protect and help rebuild Equestria if I can.” She replied instantly.


“Then repeat after me I do solemnly swear to serve and protect the ponies of Equestria to defend them with my life should it come to pass. I swear to uphold the laws of our great nation to defend her and her citizens from harm in Celestia and Luna’s name this I swear.” I said as Misty repeated what I said I could see the fire burn hotter and brighter in her. When she finished I said with a  smile on my face. “Welcome to the Team Corporal Misty Sparks.Lets get you outfitted and geared up.” 


“Yes Ma’am.” Misty replied the look of pride in her eyes was a joy to see.


I took her to the front section of the tortoise before entering I turned to her. 


“Misty I have new armor for you it is kind of the little brother and sister to the power armor that the steel rangers and enclave use but isn’t quite power armor was designed to be worn by a unicorn this armor comes in conjunction with that battle saddle I told yeah about that I have there is also something else I will tell you but this is a classified MoA secret speaking of it could mean failure in the mission at hoof. As you know Storm Wing and I awoke from cryo sleep at a base and that we salvaged what could. That is partially true. We did wake up in a base but this base was no normal base It was a Military stable constructed in secret from the rest of Equestria by the Ministry of Awesome no record of this stable was ever made to the rest of Equestria it did not exist Only Six ponies besides the 200 staff that went in cryo with us knew of its existence. Myself Storm Wing, Rainbow Dash, Princess Celestia and Luna of course Applebloom who built the stable that agreed to have the memory removed after the completion of the base. During the war the base was to be a Ministry of Awesome black ops covert operations and recon base. It did have another function should the worst came to pass inside the base is the seeds Hydroponics enough to provide food for a million ponies with manufacturing capability to provide an adequate defence. Not to mention being extremely well defended. That base is Fully operational. Like I said I’m looking for Ponies who are willing to step up and lend aid to help rebuild Equestria. Until i know what is truly happening out here and find the dangers that base must remain hidden currently it is in the care of the maintenance and computer controlled droids. Storm WIng and I are going to the MoA hub in Manehattan to acquire info and equipment that was reported to be heading to the base the night the bombs fell but had yet to be shipped it is vital we find that equipment. Two of the items are parts to what was the best guarded secret in the MoA and was under construction and nearly completed at the base a dragon killer class Raptor outfitted with stealth tech and slated for reconnaissance and strategic strikes. The 200 ponies that died were my crew and engineers for the raptor. My staff had yet to arrive or be selected the process was underway when the bombs fell.” I said.


“I swear to Celestia I will never speak of this to anypony the idea of that stable falling into the wrong hooves is frightening.” Misty said I nodded in agreement. 
I turned around and continued to walk with Misty following after entering the forward compartment of the tortoise I proceeded to start hoofing the armor to Misty who stored her armor after removing it and began to put her new armor on when it came time to put the battle saddle on I paused. “This armor is to help you handle the recoil of these guns they have quite the kick as i mentioned before it dampens and absorbs the recoil and strengthens your legs to withstand the kick according to the unicorn mare who’s armor this use to belong to it is now yours wear it with pride to honor her memory.” I said getting a nod from Misty.


After the armor was completely on I activated it targeting system It had a limited EFS and crosshairs in the helmets visor displaying ammo count. I began to load the ammunition storage and I walked her through how to change the ammo type. Misty picked up on it pretty quickly as I heard a soft click as she loaded her new guns. 


“If we find the equipment that was meant for the base you will have a pipbuck that will interface with your armor and improve some of its functions as well opening up new options including S.A.T.S and improving the EFS and manage your Saddlebags and ammo.” I said. 


“Cool mom never did get around to giving me one most of the town had pipbucks I was to get my mother's when the time came they didn’t have enough to outfit the whole stable so they were passed down.” Misty said.


“We can of course look for your family if they still survive. You should have a radio like device that looks like this.” I showed her the radio icon on my pipbuck. “Switch to it and give me a moment.” I connected my pipbuck to Misty’s armors system to update and patch her armors com unit in so she could hear Storm and I speak when using the com system. “There you should now see a com channel has popped up Select it and mark it as primary that will allow you to listen in and speak to us should you be pulling or have something to report to me or Storm. When in the presence of other ponies address me as the name i gave you when we met Cloud Striker or ma’am do not use my real name on com or when around others call it a military habet drilled into me and Storm in private do you can address me in a less formal way Cloudy Joy or CJ for short.” I said.


“Yes ma’am.” She snapped a salute with a smirk and I laughed. “Alright let’s do a com check. Storm com’s check Do you read me.” I said.


“Yes Ma’am loud and clear why test the com system when its working fine?” She replied with a question.


“Sorry Ma’am we were checking to make sure my com system was tied in.” Misty replied to Storm Wings question.


“Misty has joined the team Storm so I was patching her into the com’s.” I said


“Welcome Corporal.” Storm replied.


“Thank you Ma’am.” Misty said.


We left the tortoise and rejoined Storm WIng helping her and Daisy. Ditzy bought 7 more weapons and 200 rounds of each type bringing us up to a grand total of 3400 caps she was bartering with Daisy on our behalf when it came to the medical supplies getting us another 400 caps. So we have 3800 caps not to bad. 


“Ditzy there is a deal I want to offer you it’s in trade and a down payment on that special order I asked you to keep an eye out for and I will not take No for an answer on that Ditzy should I manage to acquire what is requested before you can do so it’s still yours to keep. The deal is simple I’ll trade you one or two of these complete with spark packs for the Spark Grenades and what missiles and standard grenaded you have rest goes to the special order.” I said.


I opened the case showing Ditzy the magical energy rifle and the ten spark packs that went with it. I watched Ditzy’s Eye go wide at the offer then she put her hoof to her chin in thought. She picked up her pad and wrote a 2 and turned it to me. I nodded and replied. “The other one is already amongst the first load brought in before I met Silver Bell.” I said as I handed Ditzy the case after I closed it. 


Daisy looked at Misty and let out a whistled after doing a double take “Now that is some firepower and magically enhanced unicorn power armor. Unicorn scribes in the steel rangers use it but made a fully powered version to match the rest of the rangers. I take it the guns are why she in partial power armor?” Daisy said and asked.


“Yes she also joined Storm Wing and I. If you decide to join me and Storm after Tenpony you will be welcomed in our ranks as well Daisy I will restore to you the rank of knight which you earned in your time with the Rangers. Until that time think about what this could all mean the wasteland would be down one caravan until such time as your girls manage to get it going again I will still help you make it easier to get it going again, but do not be quick to decide we still have aways to go before Tenpony.” I said. 


“Well I’ll be I had a feeling you would jump at the chance to really help ponies out there Misty I could see it in your eyes you had that fire that was slowly burning I can see it has been stoked to a roaring blaze I approve your a good mare Misty wear that armor proudly.” Daisy said.


“I will.” Misty replied with a smile.


Ditzy came back with the grenades and missiles also the heavy axle and wheels giving me a wink when she seen my expression. I just laughed.


“Anyway Storm It’s getting late why don’t you spend some time with Ditzy we have a lot of road to travel come morning Misty your first watch Wake me when Storm is done and I’ll take second watch while Storm sleeps I’ll wake her after five hours.” I said. 


“Yes Ma’am.” both Storm and Misty said in unison. I couldn’t help but laugh and they joined in.

I awoke to Misty and Storm Wing talking from what I can heard Storm was giving her a rundown on the tortoises communications sweet as well as how to use weapon system now that there was Three members instead of just me and Storm Wing we can send out a scout every now and then in other words Storm Wing or I could scout ahead while Misty had her turn of pulling the Tortoise. Just than Misty patched the broadcast of Dj Pon3 to the cabin. 


“GOOD MORNING Wasteland it’s your good pal Dj Pon3 bringing you the news now folks I have no clue what to make of this but looks like two pegasi in power armor helped a caravaner out of an ambush out near New Appleloosa. The strange thing about this is that these two then helped then escorted the caravan to New Appleloosa I have no clue whats going on or who these two are but they helped that caravan out. There armor from the reports is blue  in color not like the enclaves power armor which is black. We just might have some new friends out there folks be careful..” I rushed to the com board and flipped a few switches and began typing out a message I said in the message.
“Attention Dj Pon3 This is a message for your eyes only Im sending this message by text instead openly broadcasting to you I would ask you not to repeat what Im about to say I am one of the pegasi you are reporting about just now Due to the fact that the enclave maybe listening in on your broadcasts should you be using the white towers as a relay network I am sending this message directly to the M.A.S.E.B.S transmitter I would not like our presence to be known to the Enclave which could very well have just happened me and my companion are traveling to Manehattan on business that Caravan is the one that makes trips there twice every year and will be escorted by me and my friend I wish to speak to you in person. Since the fact that we might have been brought to the attention of the Enclave I can say we are not from the enclave I will of course explain more when we reach Tenpony. You can say we are Friend not foe in your broadcast but please keep our movements and our actions secret until we have a chance to speak I will send you another message like this when we get near Tenpony Consider this as booking an appointment.” ending the transmission I heard Dj Pon3 pause saying one moment folks. “Well it appears from the report I was just hoofed that these two are friendly. So If you're listening keep your eyes and ears open and heads down and now have a little Sweetie Belle.” When one of Sweetie’s songs playing in the background I looked at Misty and Storm.


“Storm continue to monitor all channels keep your armors on the squad’s channel for reports keep me appraised of anything and everything you may hear on possible enclave channels like before we will switch pullers every two hours and you or I will scout ahead Storm use the stealth bucks keep your eyes and ears open for trouble do not disregard your efs’s. Misty you're up first on pulling we should also provide Daisy with some armor and a weapon just to be on the safe side I do not want any surprises.” I said.


“Yes Ma’am.” both of them said.


“Let’s get ready to move out the sooner we get to Manehattan and done with the MoA hub and get to Tenpony the better I want to speak with this Dj as soon as possible, but the hubs top priority.” I said with a sigh.


Walking out of the tortoise I looked around Daisy was talking with Ditzy and Silver Belle I walked into Ditzys shop. “Good Morning.” I said to Ditzy Daisy and Silver Bell.


“Daisy were getting ready to head out Storm is also getting some gear out for you to use along our way to Manehattan. I’m sorry to leave be leaving so Soon Ditzy if you heard Dj Pon3’s morning broadcast you would understand.” I said.


“We did hear his broadcast what’s up Ma’am.” Daisy asked.


“The spp towers those white towers pick up and transmit communication signals across Equestria Dj Pon3 is using the EBS system at Tenpony which is an emergency broadcast system it is possible that the enclave could know about Storm Wing and I know they could very well investigate  maybe even try to find Storm and I. I do not want to cause any problems or put anypony in danger should they investigate. Storm Wing and I are on High alert. I am hoping I am just jumping to conclusions, but I am expecting a possible confrontation with the enclave in such a case I want to be prepared just incase they do decide to investigate an alleged report of power armored Pegasi helping ponies down here. From what I understand there is only one other pegasus besides Storm and myself and maybe the exception of ghoul ponies so a report that two unknown power armored pegasi being reported helping ponies might send some flags up within the enclave enough to warrant an investigation.” I said after a moment's thought Daisy nodded in agreement. “That would be a good idea to prepare for a potential run in with the enclave. I take it the gear Storms putting out for me includes armor and a weapon.” Daisy asked. 


“Yes Daisy it does you will be armed with AP rounds just in case. I would like you to keep an eye out of any problems Misty’s going to be pulling Storm or I are going to be scouting ahead every now and then we can do that quickly without being spotted.” I said.


“Alright I should probably check the gear out and gear up It was good to see you again Ditzy and nice meeting you Silver Belle until next time.” Daisy said getting a nod from Ditzy.


I gave Ditzy and Silver Belle a hug. “I’ll try and stay in touch DItzy and like Daisy said was good to see you again be safe out there DItzy.” I said getting another hug from Ditzy.


I turned and headed back out to the tortoise checked the wagon making sure it was secured seeing Daisy stepping out in her armor and her weapon in the holster. I gave her a nod. “Looks good on you Daisy we have a lot of travel ahead of us to cover today keep your eyes peeled and looking for trouble I don’t want to have any surprises on the road.” I said getting a nod from her in reply.


With everything secured and Misty hitched up, we headed for the gate. 


As we went through the gate I took flight. I have to say it felt good to stretch my wings in flight. 
I loved flying it was something that always made me happy I had an athletic build well muscled hell Celestia knows I attracted quite a few Stallions and mares in the past, although I didn’t take any of these advances one reason I was focused I wanted to be the best I could be. I of course did find some sexual relief in the form of my hoof or a toy when i was stressed out. 


I activated my Stealth buck when we got out of sight of New Appleloosa and asked “How is everything down there?”


“Everything's alright here ma’am so far.” Replied Misty.


“No activity to report.” Said Storm.


“So far so good nothing troublesome up ahead EFS is clear.
Thirty minutes later I was getting the same report all clear.  why do i get the feeling that something's not right. It could be possible that they haven’t been monitoring the broadcasts or at least not all of it for full control they would need the SPP central hub to have full control of the towers. I thought.


“I’m coming in Storm Be ready to scout ahead plus it will be good to stretch your wings a bit was a joy to really go for a fly again. On a side note call this a gut instinct something doesn’t feel right I can not put my hoof on it. Any communication traffic at all besides the EBS and the sprite bots?” I asked.


“Nothing but random blips like there is some interference that clears up for a moment then closes shortly after could be due to Radiation in the lower cloud layers.” Storm said.


“Ma’am there are at times intermittent breaks in the cloud cover in some spots most notably near the Everfree that you can actually see the stars or the sky at times I have never seen it myself, This is second hoof info do not know If it’s relevant or not but wanted to let you know.” Misty said. 


“Hmmm. that could be important I know for a fact that the Everfree works differently than the rest of Equestria’s weather back before the war so it could possibly be hard to maintain the cloud blanket near the Everfree. Anyway stay alert be ready for anything.” I said as I made my  approach. I was a little surprised to see Daisy pulling the Tortoise when I landed. 


I hopped into the tortoise just as Dj Pon3 started the evening news broadcast.


“Good evening wastelanders!  How’s every pony doing?  Got some great news for you today!  Remember that little Stable Gal who took on the slavers of Appleloosa and saved all those ponies?  Well don’t ask me how, but she survived takin’ a nosedive off a cliff in a speeding train.  That’s right, fillies and gentlecolts: she’s back! And what’s she been up to now, I hear you ask?  Well, sit down an’ put on your listening ears, cuz it’s time for DJ Pon3 to tell you a story.  Ready?  Good.  This is the story of a little filly named Silver Bell…” 


“Well that goes to show he isn’t complete all knowing or he gets the reports right away.” I said getting a nod from Storm. 


Misty popped her head out from around the main guns pod entrance. Causing me to pause for a moment.


“Misty are you familiar with the guns targeting systems and fire control?” I asked. 


“Storm was walking me through it Ma’am Daisy offered to pull so Storm was teaching me how to use or at least operate  the guns on the tortoise incase we have a fight we could use all the firepower we have at our disposal.” Misty said, and I nodded in agreement.
“Hopefully we will not be the only three in this unit I suspect Daisy will join us that would give us a small team. We can do limited reconnaissance flights with what we have now, but I would like to get more ponies who would be willing to travel with us. Not to mention getting ponies who we could trust to bring the base into full operation. Crewing the Raptor is not a priority but the base can be a great boon to Equestria. If only we didn’t lose the personnel that went into stasis with us the base would be in operation now.” I said. 


“Yes Ma’am we managed up until the magaspells fell with the staff we had on hoof training new staff to operate the systems will not be easy. True we have training manuals and what not at the base but it could take months for the base to be up and running at full capacity if not years.” Said Storm WIng. 


“I know Storm I know do we even have a choice in the matter its going to have to be done one way or another ponies are going to have to learn the systems eventually The base is in standby mode automated maintenance droids are maintaining the bases systems and the super sentinels are maintaining the security of the base.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing. 


“Misty do you know of anypony that might be able to help with personnel?” I asked.


“Not off the top of my head Ma’am might be able to hire a merc company but other then that I have nothing.” Misty replied.


I sighed. “Mercs can’t always be trusted if the base was revealed to the wrong ponies or groups it could be disastrous. It maybe possible to get some steel rangers provided the ones in question go back to the true meaning of the oath they swore it is a possibility but one that would have to be done delicately. I know for one they would be able to operate the bases systems far better than somepony that has to learn from scratch again this would have to be dealt with care and cushion. For it is not there base it is Mine I am the commanding officer of that base and what I Say goes If they agree to be under my Command.” I said while holding up a hoof to forestall Storms outburst.


“I know what you're going to say Storm Wing and I agree with you. We don’t always have the luxury of being picky but we do have to be careful who we have running the base. For one they have to be loyal to helping others not for there own gain or the power that base could offer. The Steel Rangers regardless of what they have become are still a military force one I would not want to have as an enemy. I would like to have more pegasi but that might be a tough one to achieve. Anyway I have to talk with Daisy about something. Carrie on you two After my talk  with Daisy I will relieve you Storm so you can do an aerial reconnaissance. Keep an eye out for a place we could possibly stop for the night I want to give Misty a chance to get some Practice in with her new weaponry best learn to use them effectively before a fight than while in the middle of one.” I said getting a nod from both. Turning around I left the tortoise walking up to Daisy.


“How you holding up Daisy?” I asked.
“Doing well enough, I guess I could be doing better you could say I have a lot on my mind.” Daisy replied.


“I hear you there Daisy I have a lot on the mind too, I have to be ready for a lot of diffrent things I have to be careful around my fellow ponies. Raiders Slavers farul ghouls. Not to mention fellow military institutes I have worked with in the past because they have lost their way in 200 years or are misguided I do not know who I can trust who would play me or just outright shoot at me just because I am a Pegasus in magically powered armor. Equestria has forever been changed, but can recover in time. Storm and I have lost so much we might not be able to see each others faces when our helmets are on but I know Storm was Crying so was I when we went outside for the first time. We didn’t sob or balled but we were crying. To us we went to sleep and woke up to find the land that was green and vibrant and teeming with life was gone replaced with this…” I swept my hoof around indicating our surroundings…. “ Not only that, but the pegasi our brethren have not only abandoned Equestria but maintained the cloud cover all this time not once assisting in anyway. It hurts to think that Equestria has fallen to such a state that some ponies would outright kill another just because they could or would sell another just to survive instead of banding together for the greater good and help one another. Oh I know there are ponies out there that would lend a hoof to somepony in need and escort and even protect others even help others. Equestria was founded on friendship each tribe working together in harmony in peace. For Equestria to truly recover from the war friendships must be formed and harmony required we must help one another, and not kill one another something that ties into trust. The ministry mares each embodied six virtues and were heroes of Equestria. Twilight Sparkle the Element of Magic, Rarity the Element of Generosity, Rainbow Dash The Element of Loyalty, Pinkie Pie the element of Laughter, Applejack the Element of Honesty and last but not least Fluttershy the Element of Kindness. Those six ponies where the barriers of the elements of harmony and saved Equestria more times then I then I have feathers on my wings.” I said. 


“Equestria you just described sounds too good to be true. Oh I know it was so back before the war history told me that much. I have never seen what Equestria was like before the war only in pictures of the past, but you lived there you were there before and during the war Equestria nowadays is cruel and unforgiving place and has a way of changing a pony somepony new to the wastelands can lose who they are or what makes them who they are if they're not careful. Heros come and go some lose themselves in the process of trying to help the wasteland be a better safer place. There are times when I feel like just giving up. Then something reminds me that nothing is Impossible not everypony out there are good ponies there are those out there that are only thinking of themselves and would sooner rob you and kill you then help yeah.” Daisy said.


I sighed. “I have been trained to adapt to the situation Celestia knows I was never expecting to be in this position to begin with I will help anypony in need if I am able, I have to look out for my own as well Storm Wing and now Misty are my family. Before you ask Yes I treat my unit like family because no matter what we are in it together through thick and thin we help and support each other. Storm Wing is my sister in arms now Misty is as well I will look out for them. I am there commanding officer but more than that I’m their friend as well. I will not turn my back and walk away if they're in danger. Storm Wing and I have to adapt to the wasteland if we are to survive. I can’t do this without there help. I need good ponies who would help out and not stab me in the back trust is earned not given freely. I can read a pony pretty well its part of my talent. I was a good weather pony. I have lead ponies into battle taken command of a situations that would seem like a walk in the wasteland to you but for me was some of the most challenging experiences of my life. I once had to take command of a Thunderhead during a battle because the Commander wasn’t doing there job wouldn't go to the aid even with repeated requests for assistance and backup turns out upon investigating after the battle that he was a traitor to the crown gave the enemy the entire plan of attack to the zebras. I took command of the ship and saved the day. The second In command of the Thunderhead was fighting with her commander they kept countermanding her orders. Now what I am about to say is not something I would normally tell anypony Storm WIng knows because she was able to do the same given that the circumstances warranted it. I was able to take command of any unit within the Equestrian Military being a member of the Ministry of Awesome and a military commander Under the ministry mare herself I had a lot of clout I have only used that power granted to me by the Princesses only once. I have no clue if that will be helpful now or not.” I said my efs picked up a friendly indicator coming towards us.


“Look alive ponies possible friendly inbound Daisy I’ll take up pulling why not take a break get a snack or a drink.” I said getting a nod from her as she disconnects herself from the harness and I took her place. 


Storm jumps out of the tortoise as Daisy passes her the ever annoying music of a sprite bot could be heard getting louder there was a crackle of static as the music died as the bot came into view. 


“Good Evening I have to say I didn’t expect to see two pegasi wearing those colors nor did I think I would ever see pegasi help down below the clouds or even hearing about it. Before you do something rash I am not your enemy. I am a friend.” the voice from the sprite bot said.


I looked to Storm Wing. “Why should I believe a voice from a spy bot of the ministry of moral that so happens to know what the colors of our armor mean. That out of the blue decides to talk to us with no introduction or Identification.” I said.


“Far enough you can call me watcher as for your armor colorization your members of the Equestrian Airguard or at least that's what your armors are telling me as well as the skytank your pulling.” Voice on the Sprite bot said. 


“Ok so I take it you can hack into the sprite bots to communicate and of course watch whats happening, but before I forget the names Cloud Striker.” I said.


I heard a slight gasp. “Cloud Striker!” The voice said.


 the voice sounded surprised and full of emotion. I thought to myself.


“Yes I am Commander Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard my Wingmare Storm WIng.” I said as I pointed my hoof to Storm WIng.


Another Gasp was heard. “Would you please remove your helmets?” Watcher asked.


“Why should I?” I replied instantly. 


“Because I must know if you're telling me the truth. If you are who you say you are.” Watcher said.


I looked at Storm Wing before turning back to the bot. I sat down reached up and removed my helmet slowly.


“Sweet Celestia it is you!” Watcher exclaimed.


I raised an eyebrow. “I take it by the reaction that We know each other or have met before.” I said.


“MET!! CJ by all that is holy you are as stubborn as Applejack.” Watcher said.


My eye go wide. “NO way.” I said before being interrupted by Watcher. “Please don’t say my name Cloud Striker but yes it is me.”  Watcher said.


“Oh thank Celestia you're alive. I thought all of my friends were dead after waking up in what has become of Equestria Only Storm and I Survived out of 200 ponies that went into cryo stasis and no I can’t tell you where number one assistant. RD would be pissed at me and I will not betray her trust even if she's not around anymore.” I said. 


Spike Laughed. “Damn It CJ still as stubborn as ever I am glad to see you and Stormy are alive I do not have a lot of time on these things so I’ll be quick The enclave doesn’t know about you two yet as far as I'm aware but that could easily change They send out patrols every now and then to gather intel or to see what is happening down below the clouds. I know they do not lift a hoof to stop any of the violence or protect anypony so I when I heard that two powered armored pegasi assisted a caravan I had to investigate. We will speak again CJ.” Spike A.K.A watcher said before a his and pop from sprite bot and the annoying music started playing again.


“Ok what just happened?” Storm Wing asked not knowing it was spike speaking to us.


I laughed Leaned in and whispered into her ear “That was Spike Storm Chaser Twilight’s Number One Assistant.” and giggled as i pulled away from her dumbfounded expression.
“OH…” She said sheepishly.


“How do you know that it was spike?” She asked.


“Because out of everypony that knows us out of my friends He was the only one that said I was as stubborn as Applejack. There was a week Applejack refused help at Sweet Apple acres big mac had hurt himself and wasn’t able to help on the farm Aj tried to harvest the all the apples by herself cause quite a few problems in town even catapulted Rainbow Dash into the Library. It took Twilight Sparkle and Big Mac to make her see reason and ask for help. I can admit I can be stubborn. Although I know when I need help.” I said as I put my helmet back on and began to walk again.


Storm Chaser put her helmet back on as well. “Might as well get to that Aerial Reconnaissance you want done Ma’am So what do you want me to look for in a place to stop for the night?” Storm asked.


“Hmmm would like to be able to conceal the tortoise if possible yet allow us to have good defensive possibility plus We need to get Misty use to her battle saddle before we have a firefight no offence Misty but I would rather you learn how to use that saddle effectively before a fight then the spur of the moment during a fight.” I said.


“No offence taken Ma’am I was thinking the same thing If these guns pack a kick I want to know how to effectively fire them without being liable to shoot a friendly if we come to the rescue of somepony.” Misty said. 


Storm took off and began flying in the direction we were traveling in. 

An hour later we had stopped for the night place wasn’t my Ideal location to stop for the night but was better than anything. Misty was standing next to me I had set up some targets mainly cans and bottles found near by. 


“Ok Misty lets see what you can do pick a target and shoot it remember that is a automatic shotgun you can fire go through ammo quickly just by holding the trigger. Unlike your other shotgun these are mounted on a battle saddle and fire differently you got the hang of how to load reload and swop ammo types should be similar to pull the trigger.” I said.


“Ok here goes nothing.” Misty said as she fired the shotguns.


BLAM BLAM BLAM BLAM screamed the shotguns Misty squealed in delight she took out all the targets and obliterated the target stands. Not to mention the ringing in my ears. 


“Ok that was pretty good. You need to work on precise shots try not to pump more shots then needs to be done that was a bit excessive fire would have been overkill if the targets had been alive but good shooting nonetheless.” I said..  


“Thank you Ma’am and yes I know just kind of surprised myself plus the kick the power these beautiful guns pack was pleasing shock but you are right do need to learn a bit of control with them though spray and pray might be fun we neither have the ammo or currently the need to do that only time I could think of for that would be if we run into zombie ghouls and a lot of them.” Misty said and I nodded in agreement.

Footnote: Cloudy Joy Storm Chaser 35% to next level 


New Perk: Aerial Reconnaissance- With the addition of a third team member you are able to do Aerial Reconnaissance and scout ahead you gain 20% to all perception while in flight This perk is only active when you have more the ponies beside yourself and Cloudy Joy in the team. This perk effects Cloudy Joy and Storm Chaser.


New Unit member Misty Sparks mid range heavy support. Battle Saddles Heavy Semi automatic combat shotguns. 200 5 gage shells 


New Perk: Shotgun Filly- You gain a 20% accuracy and damage bonus while using shotguns 
Companion Perk: Wasteland scavenger- you may find 5% more caps when scavenging. This perk is in effect when Misty Spark is in party


Travel Companion: Daisy Streak.
Companion Perk: Wasteland Trader- While Daisy Streak is in party you get a 20% trade discount with certain merchants. This perk is active only while Daisy is in the party 
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard
Chapter 4: Info and Manehattan MAW hub

 Finding Information is not an easy thing Depends on what kind of information and who you get it from. Second hoof info can be unreliable or false first hoof info is the best kind of info to get or personal experience is also reliable. Cloud Striker. 
Waking up to the smell of a rare luxury coffee, I yawned.
“Good Morning CJ thought you would like to have some coffee this morning we are nearing the outskirts of Cloudsdail from what I have been able to see on a morning recon flight a fight was recently fought here there was the remains of a passenger wagon matrix was struck you know what happens if they get hit.” Storm Chaser said as she hoofed me a cup. 
I sniffed the coffee and took a pull from it and sighed. “Yes I know can you see what they were fighting at all?” I asked.
“Yes I did looks like zombie ghouls there was a convoy shipment of turrets looks like somepony programed them to target the ghouls the vortex the bus became was probably what gave them the time needed to program the turrets.” Storm said. 
“Ok keep eyes open folks for hostiles. Oh any possible candidates for a caravan wagon for Daisy when you reconed the area?” I asked.
“Nope not that was in any decent shape most if not all look like they suffered a crash most likely due to the fact that there were probably quite a few wagons in the air at the time of Cloudsdails destruction.” Storm said.
I nodded. “Ditzy said she was on the outskirts of Cloudsdail when she got ghoulified. There was bound to be a lot of pegasi and ponies off to work going by the city when the zebra megaspell hit. Still hard to believe that this happened to Equestria not even sure what truly happened how everything fell apart. Equestria was a land of harmony. Whatever truly happened between the three tribes I hope it can be repaired and trust restored between them I for one do not have any problems with Earth or unicorns There my fellow ponies ones I have sworn to protect. There are things that I wish to know. Will I truly know what happened what truly caused the end? Those are questions that may never be answered.” I paused taking a few more pulls of my coffee.. “Equestria can recover I believe that with all my heart. It will not be instant fix and it will not take only one pony but one pony can get it started. There is a right way and then there is the wrong way.” I said. 
“CJ what is the course of action we will take when we get to Manehattan I know we have the hub and Tenpony but what else are we going to do?” Storm asked.
“Well we need to gather what information we can hopefully the MAW hub won’t be a complete waste of time. As for Tenpony Tower same thing getting information things we need to know what is the true state of affairs in the wasteland. Daisy has family to talk to so escorting her there is also a reason plus Dj Pon3 we still have to talk to him. He seems to know a lot of what’s going on so could be a good source of information. So it is important to speak with him.” I said.
“Ok so we hit the MAW get what info and or equipment there. Take Daisy to Tenpony Tower and speak to Dj Pon3 learn what we can from him. Then do what we can to assist others got it.” Storm Chaser said.
Daisy looked at me. “MAW hub what’s there that could be important from what I understand most of the buildings in Manehattan have either being scavenged already or can’t be accessed deemed too dangerous to even attempt to enter.” Daisy said.
“The MAW hub in Manehattan was an information gathering point as well as a warehouse for equipment being sent out to bases all across Equestria including the one Storm and I was stationed at. Equipment that was to go to the base was stored there was going to be shipped out the night the bombs fell so it’s possible that the equipment is still there if it is then it is important to recover that gear. I can’t explain everything Daisy just know that there is a reason for this trip to the MAW hub.” I said.
“I see Well I hope that the rangers haven't gotten what you're after from what I know they looked at most of the Hubs there. If there was anything important there then it’s possible that it was taken by the rangers if they even made it to the MAW hub.” Daisy said.
Sighing loudly “Daisy what can you tell me about the rangers in Manehattan where do I need to Avoid so confrontation can be avoided.” I asked.
“Bucklen cross and the surrounding area is heavily patrolled by Knights and Paladins as for other places keeping an eye for Blood WIngs plus you do not want to be out at night want to have some cover. Taking cover in buildings is not uncommon in Manehattan so keep in mind and a look out for manticores there were reports of Manticores in Manehattan of late.” Daisy said.
“Alright we will plan accordingly what about Tenpony anything we should know I would rather be aware of things instead of going in blind.” I said.
“Well The security is pretty tight only one entrance to Tenpony is available no ground entrance you need to go to the Four Star station at Tenpony to get in they will ask you what your business is at Tenpony is than to get in you must give up turn in all ammo no exceptions weapons are ok but no ammo you can buy rubber bullets from the security office should you feel the need to have ammo. All ammo will be returned to you upon leaving the tower. Tenpony is not the best place but they're trying to survive just like everywhere else rules are very very strict took my girls 3 years to just get citizenship in the Tower your word will mean little to nothing there caravans don’t have the easiest time there. Plus most if not all are snobbish.” Daisy said.
“Great Just what we need snooty ponies who think they're better than anypony else are we going to have issues getting in?” I asked.
“Well I can always state your part of the guard escort witch isn’t a lie you are escorting me there and have my caravan’s goods stored in the supply wagon. I can’t say what they will do about the tortoise they might be use caution when we approach.” Daisy said. 
“Alright we shall let you do the talking when we get to the Tower but I shall of course inform them we have an appointment with Dj Pon3.” Which is true I even stated that in the text message I sent him when he made that report about Storm and I. Told him I would message again when we made our approach to the tower.” I said.
I finished my coffee and ate a small breakfast Hitched up to the wagon. “Everything secured and ready for departure I would like to cover as much ground as possible. We probably should avoid those turrets you mentioned Storm so fly above an us keep an eye out for trouble and tell me where to go Misty Daisy probably would be a good idea to walk keep weapons at the ready just in case using the Tortoises weapon systems would be a bad Idea so close to so many explosive material watch your fire make sure your hitting what you're shooting at should we come under attack we can’t afford to lose any equipment. We might be able to Salvage something at a later time from the wagons but we would need to have the proper equipment to do so.” I said getting nods from all three of my friends. 
“Do you wish for me to continue the scans while in flight CJ?” Storm asked. 
“No I’ll scan while I pull keep me informed as much as possible.” I said.
“Yes Ma’am.” Storm said with a salute.

Misty switched after I finished my pulling time we had passed the the outskirts with no problems even bypassed the turret by skirting there range and continued on.
“Ma’am There appears to be a town up ahead along this path and it looks like there was a battle also see signs that this could be a raider town.” Storm reported. 
“Any hostiles or signs of any activity?”
“No Ma’am EFS is clear should be safe to move on.” Storm Reported.
“Alright keep your eyes and ears open and ready for anything.” I said. 
“Copy that Ma’am coming in.” Storm Reported 
Fifteen minutes later we reached an elevated rise in the terran and saw what appeared to be a derailed train i activated my scope on my rifle to see if there was any dangers ahead. 
A hoof tap alerted me I checked my efs to see 7 yellow indicators I sighed.
“We do not mean you any harm we do not wish to have any problems I’m escorting a caravan to Tenpony Tower in Manehattan.” I said out loud.
“I don’t believe you Enclave.” Said a voice. 
“Gah How come everypony thinks I’m enclave is it because I’m a Pegasus or could it be that its my armor and or equipment that automatically labels me as enclave. For the Last Celestia time I am not enclave I am Commander Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard I am escorting a trade Caravan to Tenpony Tower in Manehattan you can ask Daisy herself who is the leader of the caravan that my friend and I rescued near New Appleloosa from a raider ambush and offered to escort them to Tenpony due to the fact that all but one guard and the caravan’s surviving owner was all that was left of the caravan we recovered their merchandise and are escorting them to Tenpony Either let us pass or at least point us to the pony or individuals in charge so we can speak without having weapons drawn on each other I rather resolve this without bloodshed.” I expelled my breath in a huff tapping a hoof in irritation.
“Fine you wish to speak to the one in charge.” Said a new voice.
“I would rather avoid a conflict all we are doing is passing through on our way to Manehattan I offered to escort a caravan who was ambushed by a Raider band only two survived the ambush they lost there brahman in the conflict but there merchandise was recovered and stored for the travel to Manehattan.” I said to the Griffon that walked into view.
She looked at me with her one eye. “I am Gawd I’m in charge of Shattered hoof rock breaking compound former operator of Junction R-7 outpost. You’re on my turf pegasus mind your manners.” Said the now Identified griffoness.
“Look Gawd I have no quarrel with you nor do I have a problem with Griffins and from the way you hold yourself you know how to fight. I do not have any problems with Talon mercs all I wish to do is continue on with the escort I have offered Nothing more nothing less, but be advised should things escalate I will defend myself.” I said as I clicked off the safeties on my weapons. 
I heard the hum of the tortoises weapons powered up. 
Gawd’s eye went wide. “You got some guts kid.” She said.
“I am no Filly.” I snapped back.
Gawd just laughed. “Relax I have no intention of harming you nor would it be wise to attack someone as well armed as you are.” Said Gawd. 
Daisy stepped out from the back end of the Tortoise.
“Whats going on Commander?” She asked.
“Daisy we seemed to be waylaid by some mercs who keep insulting me by either considering me an member of the enclave. Which I have no information about it except that it was declared 200 years ago the day the magaspells fell. Before you say a damn thing Pay attention I am over 200 years old I served in the war that was lost by both sides that day 200 years ago. I served with some of the best ponies to ever live I remained loyal to Equestria and the Oath I swore the day I put on my military uniform and was sworn in by Princess Celestia herself.” I said as I pulled off my helmet with a scowl on my face.
“I might physically look young but I am as of the other day 226 years Old according to the date on my pipbuck. I never once abandoned my post unlike many of my fellow pegasi did that day I heard the recall order for all pegasi and the orders to close the sky I was Following my orders to according to the worst case scenario Myself my Wingmare and 200 other ponies went into cryo stasis I was the last to enter stasis as were my orders to make sure everypony was alive and well 3 days ago I awoke to find out that 200 ponies lost their lives due to a faulty Power conduit and effectively trapped them with no means of escape as the backup systems kicked in and revived them that was 17 years ago So I have not had a good few days only happy note I was able to reunited with an old friend. I have been harassed because I’m a Pegasus have been told on no less than 3 occasions now been called an enclave pony I will never abandon Equestria I am a member of her armed forces I have been in combat with dragons zebra’s and other things on more occasions than I wish to recall I earned the rank I am through hard work and determination some have said I am stubborn when it comes to my honor and my loyalty has never wavered I served the mare who embodied the element of Loyalty one of the six elements of harmony I new each of the ministry mares personally and was honored to call them friends. So do not question my loyalty I serve the citizens of Equestria it is my Duty to protect them I will die to protect them. The next pony that calls me an enclave pony gets their ear shot off I am a highly trained sniper I refuse to be called a traitor to the crown. Even If The Princesses maybe gone It doesn’t matter They broke the peace and flead with their tails between the legs and still seem to not realize there Celestia bucking error or misguided lead I have to believe that not all are Ignored or stupid of what is going on down here I have expect to be attacked by enclave pegasi when they learn of me and my wingmare and I will fight them regardless should I be attacked by an enclave pegasus I will defend myself and anypony they attack I will eliminate them but would not be happy I have to believe that there are some up there that would be appalled by the conditions down here.” I said with emotions Do not push me Gawd I am angry upset you would be too if you were in my hooves Gawd If where in my position Gawd what would you do. How would you react to being called a traitor when you damn well know that it is horseapples. The Talon mercs I have known honor their contracts and do not go back on them unless the one contracted brakes said contract. So I ask you Gawd what would you do in my place better yet how would you feel being called something your not.” I asked.
I stared at her awaiting her answer. 
Gawd looked at me deep in thought. “Damn girl you got spunk Not many would stare me down and put me on the spot like that and you're Right I would be furious being called something that I am not I killed my crew because they attempted to brake contract to Red eye slavers you lost a lot of ponies I do not know what you're going through but you damn well have my respect.” Gawd said.
“Storm Wing Power down the weapon.” I said hearing the weapons deactivate. 
“I swear I’m getting too old for this shit one of these days the stress is going to kill me, I lost my personal my friends family and ponies i held dear to my heart. I have no bucking clue what is going on I am helping Daisy here get to Tenpony so she can figure out where to go from here It isn’t easy I know a few things thanks to Daisy. Other than that I do not know I need info before I can be of help I have training skill and knowledge of Equestria before and during the war I will not betray their memory by losing control I can not let this wasteland beat me but it makes it hard to see what I believe in. I have seen ponies working together to survive and it gives me hope. Info is the name of this game I can not give up hope Nothing will stop me from helping Equestria one way or another I will help make this wasteland safer maybe even help the land recover its not too late to save this wasteland but I can’t do it alone One pony is not enough can’t be just one pony tribe either will take all three tribes Earth ponies, Unicorn Ponies and Pegasi to help Equestria recover from 200 years of radiation won't be an easy path Nothing is ever easy.” I said.
“I am all up for a challenge. Although I do know when to ask for help and helping Equestria is not all up to me I can’t do it alone. It’s a good thing I know I am not alone I have friends that are willing to assist me in helping protect Equestria.” I said with a smile looking to where Storm WIng and Misty sat. 
“Well I can say this Shattered hoof is a work in progress we have a few things but we need more got anything we could possibly use?” Gawd asked.
“Don’t Know can’t speak for Daisy not everything we are carrying is the caravans. An old friend bought quite a bit off us plus most of what we had in the way of spare medical supplies what we do have is going to be needed as most of it is in the onboard medical system in my armor as well as My wingmares we do have some spare medical supplies but as I am learning its not easy to find and what medical supplies are found can be pretty pricy. Storm what do we have left in the stored medical supplies?” I asked.
“Magic laced bandages mostly we have three healing and one extra strength restoration potion. Besides the whats in our medical injection systems is stuff we can’t afford to trade or sell.” She said.
I looked at Gawd noticed the magical energy shotgun she had holstered causing me to raise my eyebrow. “Well we can offer you what we can you have wounded looks like a battle was fought not long ago, but maybe I can offer you another service as well your weapon looks like it could use some TLC I could repair and possibly enhance it if your interested no charge for repairs Ask Misty sometime I fixed her Shotgun with no problems. It is up to you though.” I said. 
Gawd looked at me carefully before drawing her weapon and passed it to me. “Ok follow me I need my kit you may stand in sight to watch if you like.” I said walking to the Tortoise over the com i told Misty to lock down the forward compartment. I walked in picked up my tools and got to work sitting well within sight of Gawd I checked the type of power pack was conventional spark batteries. Carefully I looked at the components seeing that the barrel was slightly damaged from wear and tear I looked closer. I set the weapon down got up went to a side compartment returned with the same type barrel I swapped the barrel cleaned and realigned the focuser lens tuned the power system put it back together slid the spark pack back in place closed it checked the alignment then hoofed it back to Gawd with a smile. 

“There we go barrel was warping and needed to be replaced power system needed slight repairs focusing lens was out of alignment and needed cleaning. It should function better now and with the repairs to the power system the spark battery should last a little longer other then that was in decent shape.” I said.
While I was fixing Gawds weapon Storm was haggling with a pony over the medical supplies got 150 caps for the bandages and 150 for the three healing potions and 100 for the extra strength restoration potion netting us 300 caps.
“Well that wipes us out of medical supplies.” Storm said. 
I gave a nod of understanding. “So Gawd are we free to pass through I would like to make it at least as near as possible to Manehattan.” I asked. 
“Well I can ask Littlepip and her companions if you can pass R-7 is there’s now they got Defences going up to defend this location.” Gawd said. 
The name made my ears perk up. “Littlepip is there a pegasus by the name of Calamity with her?” I asked. 
Gawd nodded. “They did a service for me as payment I gave them R-7 as there home or base.” Gawd said then asked “Why?” 
“My old friend told me if I had questions about the Enclave I should ask him. Said he would be able to tell me more than she could.” I said.
That got Gawd to raise an eyebrow. “Ah take it you want to know what the enclave is about and need information.” Gawd said and I nodded.
“I’ll go get him you can ask him for passage when you talk with him.” She said. “Thanks.” I replied. 
A few moments later Gawd was back with a Rust-coated Pegasus wearing a custom battle saddle he took one look at me and Storm his wings snapped open he dropped into a battle stance trigger bit in mouth.
“Wow there Calamity we are not your enemy or enclave ponies you have nothing to fear from me or my wingmare. If you call me an enclave pony I will shoot your ear off.” I said.
Calamity paused. “How d ya know my name.” He asked. 
I smiled. “Ditzy Doo is a good friend of mine I have known her from before the war and during. I am not of the enclave I woke up 3 days ago well technically 4 days ago and found Equestria in such a state and my unit dead sept my second in command I am Commander Cloud Striker Equestrian Airguard Reconnaissance Division This is Lt. Commander Storm Wing we wish to speak to you.” I said again removing my helmet. 
“Aye don’t believe yeah.” He said. 
I sighed Calamity Do you know the history of the war do you know the Equestrian Airguard insignia?” I asked getting a nod from him. 
I turned and spread my wings so he could see my insignia as the one on the tortoise behind me.
“When we went out into this wasteland we rescued a caravan from a band of raiders that ambushed them. Daisy Streaks Caravan to be precise she mentioned you as well. We were to late to save the other ponies of the caravan including her husband One of the guard ponies a Misty Sparks also survived I’m escorting them to Tenpony Tower In Manehattan. Like I was saying Calamity we are not your enemy, but we do need info something you can provide. Due to this being a sensitive topic why don’t we step into my parlor.” I said motioning to the tortoise.
Putting my helmet back on “Misty can you exit the tortoise and stand guard We have Calamity Here we need the tortoise to speak in private.” I said to Misty.” over the com taking my helmet off again after getting an affirmative. 
“Sorry about that Just communicating with Misty who’s in the tortoise at the moment.” I said as Misty stepped out Calamity whistled when he saw Misty’s New gear including the Equestrian Airguards insignia on the armor. I laughed at his reaction. 
“I believe you already Know Corporal Misty Sparks Calamity she accepted my offer to join my unit so I outfitted her with the final request of a member of my unit that did not survive she died 17 years ago trapped in a room with no escape due to damage to the chambers door system.” I said.
Misty giggled. “Hello Calamity Its been awhile.” Misty said with a smirk. 
“Come along Calamity you can talk with Misty after we are done.” I said as I walked inside the tortoises troop hatch. Calamity following shortly after with Storm Wing bringing up the rear. 
I took a seat and faced Calamity Storm taking the seat next to me, “Ok first and foremost please a proper introduction on your part is in order I gave you my call sign and rank. Please show the same courtesy.” I said. 
“Eeyup Aye can do t’at  Former Captain Deadshot Calamity Ma’am.” Calamity said.
“Alright Captain I need information As I have said before I am a mare from the past who was in cryo sleep for 200 years woke up 4 days ago and scavenged what we could that was left of the base we were stationed at we went into stasis with 200 ponies out of that compliment your looking at the sole survivors. My personal tortoise I motioned around us was sealed as was all equipment we have with us. Last thing I heard before going into stasis was the recall orders to all pegasi I was the Commanding officer so I was last in the Stasis pod I had placed the base on lockdown before going into stasis as was procedure. I have no clue what is going on some of it I have learned from Daisy and Misty like what is the currency used in the wasteland Ditzy Bless her heart gave me and Storm a copy of her book as well as bartered for some of our excess supplies.On a side note we met Silver Bell she’s a sweet filly but has deep wounds that will heal over time. What we need to know is what are the capabilities of the enclave what is the bucking deal with what I heard about branding and this Dashit thing I personally served with Rainbow Dash she was my Idol and mentor and I would know that she would be pissed if she heard about this branding of traitors if anything It is they that should beg the forgiveness of every surviving ponie down here there continued solitude and shunning of Equestria after the magaspells stopped raining from the sky is what has turned Equestria into the wasteland by sealing up the sky with that infernal cloud cover.” I said huffing and puffing. 
“Forgive me the past few days has not been kind on my nerves. Plus seeing Equestria reduced to a wasteland has got me peeved I was a weather mare in PonyVille before I joined the guard so I know what happens with a thick cloud cover like this I will admit this I cried when we entered the wasteland I had failed my ponies and failed to protect my home and to see what Equestria became in the time I was asleep nearly broke me.” I said sighing. 
“It’s not easy to admit that Captain but if my friendship with the ministry mares has taught me anything it is do not be afraid to ask for help even if they forget to do so from time to time.” I said.
“Well Aye can’t say that I understand what you're going through Ma’am but if our places were reversed I would probably be in the same boat As for the question about the enclave It’s a democracy Under Military rule pretty much the Military has most if not all the power in the Enclave and they couldn’t give a buck about the ponies down here there paranoide and so full of themselves in the power they wield. Now do get me wrong there are good ponies up there just misguided by a corrupted government The will take a pony who clashes with there Ideals and make them out to be a monster. The brand and title of Dashit is a pegasus pony who has been declared a traitor to the enclave and is banished to the wasteland my own brothers branded me I left that life behind. As for strength all the survivin raptors and thunderheads and all equipment from pegasi bases around Equestria total of 4 thousand troops maybe more stationed at Navaro.” Calamity said.
“What about the SPP do they have access to them or the central hub?” I asked.
“The normal towers from what I understand little access but central SPP control hub is still unavailable no pony can gain access to it from what I understand.” Calamity said.
“One last question Calamity How are they maintaining the population without assistance from earth ponies and Unicorns?” I asked.
“Cloud seeding they repurposed the towers to allow for crop growth right in the sky.” Calamity said.
“Buck them with Celestia’s horn they are misusing the damn towers!” I exclaimed
Calamity eyebrow. “Ma’am If there misusing the towers then what were they designed to do?” Calamity asked.
“Sorry Calamity that is a secret that I can not reveal but suffice it to say that should I run into any enclave I will have strong words.” I said.
“Hope you don’t run into any enclave Ma’am from what I heard you would be captured and branded right away any pegasus that supported Rainbow Dash is a traitor to The Grand Pegasus Enclave and will be punished accordingly. Aye do not have any problems with ye now that I know that your not lieing to me. Calamity said.
“I am curious now Calamity at the time we were going into stasis around 50 of this armor the same one Storm Wing and I wear how many do the pegasi have at their disposal.” I asked Calamity. 
Calamity examined the armor closely. I that the mk 2 variant fully powered armor? He asked. 
“Very good Calamity Yes it is but one thing is this is Mine is the Prototype for the mk 2 Storm WIngs is the first production that came off the line. I said. 
Calamity looked Storm Wings armor over “Nova serge Rifles missile pods I noticed that you have a Nova serge rifle as well Ma’am on that ridiculous battle saddle of yours. As for the question you asked about 150 are available and there meant for the elite of the elite all power armor took the looks of the mk 2 mk one and one B’s got overhauled slightly improved armoring and power systems updated I could assist you Lt. with your Nova Serge Rifles from the looks of it your Battle Saddle is the same design and flexibility as your Co’s capable of multiple weapons to be mounted and interchangeable yet your rifles are taking 4 of your slots. I could combine them so that they only take one slot on each side instead of two slots freeing you up to have more of a selection of weapons. Calamity said.
“Another thing I should mention that Armor is for High ranking enclave officers. As well as special missions and you must be cleared to use said armors before hoof.” Calamity said. 
“Ok that can be important to know and from what you said about one hundred and fifty of this armor was made is it possible that more could have been made since?” I asked.
He nodded. “Provided the material was found to make the spell matrixes for that armor then yes more could be made, After all 100 were made after the magaspells fell.” Calamity said getting a nod from me. 
I looked at Storm WIng. “It is your choice Storm It could give you a chance to add some weapons and give you some options.” I said to Storm. “Will it affect the energy consumption for the shots her rifles take?” I asked Calamity. 
That got a eyebrow raise. “The rifles are not tied into the armors power?” He asked. 
I gave him a deadpan look. He sighed. “Mind if I looked at your power armor Ma’am for a moment.” He asked. I gave him a nod.   
Calamity walked over to me examined the armors systems. “Eeyup what aye thought you're rifle wasn’t hooked into the armors onboard weapon power supply If yea give me a moment I can correct that you should have at least 30 shots before the armor will recharge the weapon power you must be using Spark cells for your nova serge rifle Ma’am.” He said I nodded. “I only got 2 cells I have it only as a backup weapon Storm uses them as her primary weapons. Our armor also comes equipped with Wingblades something I insisted we have and was never incorporated into the design as far as I was made aware.” I said getting a nod from Calamity. 
He made an adjustment here and a notice popped up on my hud weapon power indicator display showed that a weapon was connected and fully charged. I looked and the serge rifle was charged up I immediately deactivated the weapon and engaged the safety. 
Calamity burst out laughing. “Didn’t know the weapon power was engaged, and charged the weapon you should know have an indicator that popped up on the hud that is labeled weapon power and charge indicator.” He said. I nodded.
“Storm Wing that power bar is for the onboard weapon power system Make sure you apply the safety and lock it down when he hooks your rifles into the power or you will have charged weapons ready to fire.” I said getting a Yes Ma’am from her.
Storm released her Nova serge Rifles so Calamity could modife them only took 30 minutes for him to do so and hook them up into Storms armors weapon power system unlike with mine storm had with the assistance of Calamity applied the safety.
“Strange If Storm’s weapons have always been the nova serge rifles they should have been tied already into the armors weapon power system.” Calamity said.
“I can answer that question. When I got the armor The weapons were not attached to the saddle only the missile pads were I chose to go the energy weapon rout as my primary weapons Cloud Striker chose to go conventional with a nova serge rifle as back up specially ordered her weapons to be for pegasus use each was designed to be pegasus friendly even that massive sniper she has.” Storm Wing said.
“I believe in taking prisoners instead of turning them into glowing piles of ash plus I’m a sniper I wasn’t going to not have a sniper rifle.” I said when Calamity looked at me funny. 
He burst into laughter again. I joined him as did Storm Wing. 
“Calamity we need to pass through to head for Manehattan can we get clearance to pass?” I asked. 
“Aye will need to ask Littlepip she’s working on setting up a turret array was planning I believe on going back to that sky convoy with the turrets and salvaging them for this place.” Calamity said.
“We can help with that if you need a means to move said turrets here.” I said looking at Calamity.
“Would be a good sign that we are not your enemies but friends willing to help.” I said getting a nod in agreement from Storm.
“Well that would be surely helpful.” Calamity said.
“Well If you would be kind enough to walk with us we do not want to have a problem. At the entrance to R-7.” I said getting a nod from Calamity.
We exited the tortoise Misty Saluting me I returned the Salute with a shake of the head. “Been reading the manual haven’t you.” I asked getting a sheepish nod from Misty.
“Hook up Misty we are moving into R-7 for the moment when we get there we going to move things to the tortoise for a salvage operation to help Calamity and party with a project there doing.” I said. 
“Oh before that happens Calamity You may see things from the supply wagon that could be useful know this nothing at this time is up for sale It is not all mine and is spoken for already from what I understand.” I looked at Misty getting a nod. 
“Yes most of what is in the supply wagon is from the caravan I was guarding before joining up and is supplies for Tenpony.” Misty said getting a nod from Calamity.
“Let’s move the stuff from the Supply wagon To the tortoise before we go into R-7 that way we can offer the use of the supply wagon to salvage what is needed plus it was modified so it can be pulled through the sky like the tortoise just has wheels instead of floats Like the Tortoise.” I said. 
Misty and Storm Nods in agreement. We made short work of transfering everything over to the tortoise.
“That was a lot of gear you moved over I could tell the Caravans brahman packs a lot of weapons and ammo boxes.” Calamity said. 
“Would you deny me the right to arm ponies who wish to assist me in helping the wasteland Calamity?” I asked. 
“Eenope That I wouldn’t although would you be willing to sell some ammo to help. Littlepip and myself went through almost all our ammo in the conflict at Shattered Hoof down the road. Littlepip’s Little Macintosh isn’t easy finding ammo for.” Calamity said. 
“Littlepip has Little Macintosh Applejacks .45 cal Revolver?” I asked Shock evident in my voice.
“From what she told me. She was checking out Ironshod Firearms and found it in a display case with some ammo and a message played when she opened it the weapon was in great condition she wasn’t going to let it collect dust and not used. Who ever put it in the gun in that display case kept his word to keep it safe.” Calamity said I nodded.
“That would have been Braborn Aj’s cousin. Aj sent him Little Mac to him as a sign of peace to mend fences.” I said.  
We walked with Calamity the short way to R-7. As we reached what could be the center of the little outpost the ponies around paused tence. “It’s alright folks there not enclave.” Calamity said.
“Who are you scarry friends Calamity?” A voice of a mare asked.
“Velvet Remedy I would like to introduce ye to Commander Cloud Striker and Lt. Commander Storm Wing of the Equestrian Airguard.” Calamity said. Then said to us. “And Cloud Striker Storm Wing this is Velvet Remedy of stable 2 she along with Littlepip who is also from Stable 2 have been out here for about a week almost 2. Velvet they are passing through escorting a trade caravan who lost there brahman a two headed cow. To Tenpony Tower in Manehattan and is offering to assist us with Littlepips little project for R-7.” Calamity said.
“Charmed.” Velvet said nodding. 
“Would the Caravan happen to have Medical supplies by chance?” Velvet asked. 
“Sorry Miss Velvet we are out of medical supplies last was sold to Gawd’s ponies so we could even talk to Calamity.” I said as I took off my helmet.
“All we have left is what's in our armors.” I said. 
Velvet sighed. “Well guess we will have to resupply somewhere or get supplies at least Medical aid was rendered to who needs it.” Velvet said.
My ears shot up and so did my Eyes. “You just sounded like an old friend of mine and from what I heard under Calamity’s breath is true you helped raiders somepony I have learned cant be reasoned with and often or not will kill you given the chance.” I said.
“Oh and who would that have been.” Velvet asked.
“Fluttershy Ministry Mare of Peace.” I said. 
Now it was Velvets turn to go wide eyed. “You knew Fluttershy?” Velvet asked and I couldn’t help but laugh at what could be considered a Fangasm.
“Yes I knew Fluttershy we were friends and lived in PonyVille together before the war and the ministries were formed I knew all of the ministry mares and was honored to be there friend.” I said.
“Hey Lil’pip got an offer to help yeah get your turret array to R-7.” Calamity called out to what I was now realizing was Littlepip the Stable Dweller from Dj Pon3’s broadcast.
She was a little gray unicorn with a solid brown mane and tail with emerald green eyes. In a holster along her barding was Little Macintosh. 
“So you're the Stable Dweller I have heard about.” I said getting a facehoof from Littlepip and a laugh from Calamity. 
“Oh for Buck sakes Don’t call me that I’m already having a hard enough time with the knowledge that I am on the Radio as it is.” Littlepip wined. 
I just raised my eyebrow. “I take it your not use to attention and from the looks of your barding you're a technician not to mention your cutie mark is a pipbuck. I was told that you were in the process of planning defences for this and I am sorry Train wreck turned outpost turned home.” I said.
Littlepip gave a deadpan stare. “Yes I am I used some turrets a few days ago to buy us some time to get away from a hoard of feral ghouls to build a turret array to protect Junction R-7 when we are away.” Littlepip said. 
I nodded. “Good Idea I can help you move the turrets here and even assist in setting it up if you like by using our supply wagon I pointed at the Armored wagon attached to the tortoise. I can Fly you to the turrets land a safe distance away so you can deactivate them before I approach.” I said. 
Littlepip paled a little. 
Velvet sighed. “Last time were in a wagon being pulled in the air the landing was rough.” Velvet said.
“Hey Aye can’t help it That I got shot in the wing.” Calamity said.
It was at that time that I did notice that Calamity’s wing was in bandages. 
“Do not worry About that the wagon is armored and is capable of flight plus I am in power armor and am a trained Shadow Bolt not much can take me down.” I said.
“On a side note can you look at our pipbucks after we get back from getting that turret array you wish to build they have been in a stasis like state for 200 years and could possibly need to be checked I have tools in the tortoise for such but never had the technical knowledge to work on them. I know Power Armor repair and maintenance and a few other skills but other than that Nope.” I said. 
“Also if you let me see Little Macintosh I can check him out do some maintenance on him and I owe it to Aj to make sure if he’s being used again that he won't fail his owner.” I said. 
That got a shocked expression on Littlepip’s face as she looked at the gun in question.
“How do you know about Little Macintosh?” Littlepip asked.
I smiled. “I knew his original owner the one that gave that gun to Brabern. Be honored Littlepip you have there one of the most powerful guns ever created of its class. Applejack herself put a lot of love into that gun.” I said. 
Littlepip’s, Velvets and Calamity’s Jaws dropped when I said that.
I walked over and closed Littlepip’s mouth. “I take it you are shocked that I would know of little Macintosh I also guess that you started to put the pieces together Littlepip the three apples on the bit was Applejacks Cutie mark I would love to do some maintenance on him for you plus I have something for you.” I said motioning for her to come with me.
Littlepip Velvet and Calamity followed me I looked over my shoulder and Giggled as all of them were following me. 
I walked into the tortoises compartment rummaged around for a moment came back out with 150 ammo shelf boxes marked .45 cal and hoofed them over to Littlepip. “A gift from me to you Littlepip consider it as a thank you. I do not have any weapons that use that type of ammo so it is yours to have.” I said with a smile as I held my hoof out With hesitation she drew Little Mac and hoofed him over I took him with respect. “It is good to see that you survived Little Mac lets give you a check up so you can continue to help out there.” I said to Little Mac as I began to clean him and check him out. I couldn’t help but giggle at the looks on the faces around me.
Storm just sighed “Really Cj you're talking to Little Mac like you would talk to a pony getting a check up.” Storm said.
I looked at Storm “Storm Chaser I will be respectful of the namesake given to this gun.” I said with a fire in my eyes.
“This gun was named After Big Mac Storm Applejack put a lot of love into this gun and named him after her brother Big Macintosh.” I said with steel in my voice.
Storm looked at the ground. “I know CJ I know.” she said with tears in her eyes
I sighed Pulling Storm Chaser into a hug. “Shh Storm I know you were a close friend to Big Mac and his death still hurts you to this day. So yes I am paying respects to Little Macintosh and honoring Big Mac at the same time Little Mac can still help Littlepip out.” I said giving a strong bear hug to my friend.
“Sorry about that everypony Little Mac was treated just like a pony by Aj Storm Wing was very close to Big Macintosh. When he died She nearly lost it took her 6 months to return to duty and took a lot of talking on my part to help Storm through it. Bringing that all up again was to remind her that Little Mac has a job to do.” I said while holding Storm close.
“Hes ready Littlepip he needed a good cleaning and slight toon up other than that he’s in good shape and I’m happy to see him again so Is Storm just give us a moment and we can go get them turrets Littlepip.” I said as Littlepip levitated Little Mac and reupholstered him giving us a nod before leaving. 
“Sorry Storm for yelling at you like that I was just paying my respects. It's not like you to crack like that are you okey? I asked.
“Sorry Cj I do not know what happened back there I don’t know why I snapped like that.” Storm Chaser said.
“Everything will be alright. We just have to keep it together.” I said giving my friend a kiss on the forehead.
“If you do need to talk I’m here for you Stormy. You know this.” I said.
She nodded as we separated. “You know We both have been on edge lately we probably need to relieve some stress blow off some steam.” I said with a smirk. 
Storm Wing laughed. “Can’t do that Ma’am that would be a major violation of the no fraternization of military conduct.” Said my friend.
“Now there is the Storm Chaser I know.” I said Laughing. 
We left the tortoise and rejoined the others. “Sorry about that everypony.” Storm said. 
They just smiled and accepted the Apology I disconnected the supply wagon from the tortoise and hooked myself into the horness. “Shouldn’t be gone too long girls.” I said to Daisy Misty and Storm. Keep watch when I get back we will eat and I’ll cook.” I said getting a cheer from Storm and Misty. 
I just shook my head and laughed as I spread my wings and took off after Littlepip was in the wagon.
I flew in the direction of Cloudsdail remembering the location of the turret convoy Storm told me about 15 minutes later I touched down Lightly. “Thank you for Flying Cloud Striker airservices we hoped you enjoyed your flight step lightly as you exit the wagon.” I said getting a giggle from Littlepip. 
We were quiet for awhile. Littlepip was the one to break the silence. “So what’s your story?” She asked me.
I looked at her for a moment contemplating. “Where to begin as I said before I’m a military officer of the Equestrian Airguard. Myself and my Wingmare woke up 4 days ago to see that everything that we knew was gone and that Equestria was a wasteland. The day we set out I heard a broadcast and learned that Slavery was going on and that somepony had rescued slaves from Appleloosa but perished supposedly by going over a cliff in a speeding train. I assisted a caravan and am now escorting them to Tenpony Tower well I first escorted them to New Appleloosa reuniting with my old friend Ditzy Doo got the wasteland survival guide she wrote and did a lot of business with her the next day My actions were reported by that buck on the radio I panicked a little I have to admit now I am on my way to Tenpony Tower to speak to this buck got an appointment and everything Oh and Storm and I are the only survivors of the base we were located stationed at. Everypony I know whether it was family friends loved ones are gone the only one I had left that I knew at the time was Storm WIng she’s my best friend my only family I have.” I said as we loaded up the turrets. After Littlepip got back in the wagon I strapped myself in and took off heading back to Junction R-7. 
We touched down 15 minutes later and offloaded the turrets. “Ok Cloud Striker Storm WIng let me see them.” Littlepip said. 
We laughed as we presented our pipbucks to Littlepip. “What at least I can do this and they won’t shoot at me.” She said with a smirk. That just made us laugh even harder.
“Hmm. Littlepip looked puzzled. I do not think I’ve seen this model before.” Littlepip said.
“Well they are Military models they have a built in Broadcaster and a few enhancements that your 3000 model doesn't have but is has the capability with peripherals. Ours interfaces with our armors and allows us to access just about any terminal. Improved hacking capability and enhanced EFS.” I said getting a whistle from Littlepip. 
Littlepip pulled her tools out and began checking our pipbucks out she was surprised at how well the little leg worn device was operating she secured them to our forelegs saying “There in good shape should be running smoother now too.” Littlepip said.
“Thank you Littlepip Join us for a bite to eat then we really have to get going.” I said.
They nodded in agreement of food so I went to gather the ingredients for a vegetable stew. I whistled a Sweetie Belle song and was shocked when Velvet began to sing the song I was Whistling. I paused with ladle in hoof and looked at Velvet. Littlepip noticed my look of confusion. “She’s a direct descendant of Sweetie Belle’s and has the talent to boot.” Littlepip said. 
“Well I’ll be I knew Sweetie Belle was the overmare of stable 2 but never thought that I would meet one of her Descendants. You do your Grand mare proud Velvet do not let anypony tell you that you can’t sing.” I said when she finished the song clapping my hooves in aplaus. Storm Joining me. Velvet had a light blush on her face. “Thank You Cloud Striker.” Velvet said.
I finished fixing the food Storm getting bowls and spoons out for everypony. I smiled as I waited for them to take a bite Storm Wing also seemed to want to see their reaction as well. 
Littlepip Velvet Remedy and Calamity all took a bite and there eyes widened and a mule of delight came from their mouths as they ate the food I couldn’t help but Giggle.
“Where did you learn to cook?” Velvet and Littlepip asked.
“From a pony dear to me I’ll don’t know what happened to her and it frustrates me that Everything I knew and everypony I knew are gone. I have my talents. I have my secrets and a good friend. I have my purpose and honor and my loyalty to Equestria of the past and now I will not forget my oath I swore the day I joyed the guard to protect Equestria.” I said with a sigh. 
“The wasteland has a way of destroying a ponies Ideals.” Littlepip said.
I looked at her. “ I understand that. It is why I will never forget the ponies I fight for I may have failed the ponies under my command when all 200 died 17 years ago because they were trapped They even said in there last message to not blame myself. If I had instructed the base to revive me should a failure accor they would be here today as well. I failed but I will not let it get me down I will not Dishonor their memory.” I took a drink looking at Misty. “I honored the final request of one of my ponies. I found a pony to fill her roll who joined my unit. Gave them her armor as she requested and her weapons.” I said smiling at Misty. “They will serve her well and go a long way in helping to protect ponies I can not change the past, but I hope to give a brighter future for all. Equestria needs ponies like you Littlepip, Calamity and Velvet Remedy. You give me hope that not all is lost. I am just a pony I make mistakes from time to time I have to let the light inside shine true A good friend of mine once said To know what you are capable of is to understand yourself. Staying true to yourself and you will never go wrong.” I said.
“Anyway We should get our stuff repacked in the supply wagon that way we have access to the communications equipment in the tortoise.” Said Storm Wing I nodded in agreement.
We quickly transferred everything that was in the supply wagon back with no questions about the equipment or the weapons. “Alright Everypony ready to go?” I asked.
I got nods from all of my companions. “Alright final check make sure everything is secured for travel we got a long road ahead of us if we want to make it as close as possible to Manehattan we will need to get going.” I said with a smile before putting on my helmet then looked at Littlepip and friends. “It was nice to meet you Littlepip Velvet and Calamity. Thank you for the Information Calamity I needed to know what was going on with the pegasi or what they they were not assisting down here. You provided me with a lot to think about, but I still need information. I have a feeling that something is about to happen. I can’t put my hoof on it.” I said with a sigh.
“Redeye is up to something he runs the slaver army that attacked Shattered Hoof Gawd lead the ponies of shattered hoof to victory with our assistance my first day I left the stable I was captured by Slavers we were at the bridge into PonyVille one of the Slavers mentioned lets see what the toll is this time but they were killed by the Raiders. I freed my fellow Unicorn only to have one slavers double barrel shotgun to my head and them demanding my canteens and saddlebags I was shocked but I grabbed up the Combat shotgun one of the Raiders had and we had a stand off he backed down and I was pinned down by a sniper made it to one of the buildings and rested for the Night I was given advice assistance by somepony named Watcher from a Sprite bot so I went to the Library in PonyVille walked into Pony hell I saved 5 ponies including Ditzy Doo. My first time Meeting Calamity was not the best He shot me nearly killed me because I was in scavenged cobbled together raider armor, I awoke in New Appleloosa healthy did a job for them learned how to do heavy lifting and set my sights on Old Appleloosa to free the slaves and follow a lead I had on Velvets location.” Littlepip said.
“So Redeye hmmm. Take it hes the buck that sometimes speaks through the sprite bots broadcasts.” I asked getting a nod from Littlepip.
I nodded “From what you told me there is definitely somethings going to blow sooner than later. Keep your ears and eyes up out there Littlepip I wasn’t Lying when I said ponies need a pony like you Look around you at the ponies around you can see it in there eyes in the way they move they have hope that things are looking up for them You have inspired hope in them don’t ever lose that hope Littlepip hold onto it don’t let it go everypony needs somepony you need your friends and they need you I bet not one of them has ever thought what it would be like without you in their lives.” I said with a giggle at the face Littlepip was making.
“Anyway we should get going.” I said. 
“You know flying there from here you could possibly be there in Two hours well at least the outskirts.” Calamity said. 
I looked at him then looked at the others in my group. “Ok girls what you think should we fly? I’m not going to deny that it would be quicker.” I said 
“Well would be the first time and we could test the connection for the supply wagon to the tortoise see how it holds up in flight.” Storm said.
I raised a hoof in thought. “No if we're going to fly to the outskirts you and I will take the tortoise and supply wagon to be on the safe side. That way if we do come under attack we won't lose the wagon we designed that connector to pull the wagon not for combat we can make modifications later for better control maybe dock for the supply wagon for pulling while in flight.” I said. 
“So what you gals want to do Fly or make our way like we have been?” I asked.
“Lets at least give it a shot.” All three said.
“Alright Storm strap into the wagons Harness I’ll fly the tortoise.” I said getting a nod from Storm.
I checked the harness was secured Strapped myself into the tortoises harness. “Ok Misty keep an ear out for any transmission I do not want to be surprised by Enclave patrols Daisy you're on weapons just in case  keep com’s on speaker so Daisy can hear Misty keep the hatch sealed.” I said.
“YES MA’AM!” they replied all at the same time I burst out laughing along with Littlepip Velvet and Calamity. 
“I hope you three will be safe out there Take care and we hope to meet again.” I said before taking off. Storm Wing was right behind me with the supply wagon Misty and Daisy where in the tortoise I heard the weapons charge up. “Daisy are you familiarizing yourself with the weapons system?” I asked. 
“Yes ma’am sorry if I surprised you needed to know how to activate and target it is different than using Artillery emplacements we have a few at bucklen cross the steel rangers citadel I had to learn how to use them didn’t have the targeting talismans to have them auto emplacements like the turret array that Littlepip wants to set up if we knew about that convey the turrets were apart of  Littlepip would not have found them.” Daisy said sadly. 
“Storm Keep an eye out for wagons or skywagons that can be converted into a decent size cart to pull supplies I intend to keep my promise to Daisy to provide her with a means should she choose to of getting the caravan back up and running.” I said getting an affirmative from Storm.
Half an hour into our flight I spotted what looked like a parking or dealer for wagons and skywagons. “Look alive ponies looks like we might have what we are looking for just up ahead prepare for landing.” I said.
“Understood.” Misty and Daisy said. “I see it Ma’am If I remember right this should be a rest stop between Shattered Hoof Correction Facility and Manehattan Would be a good place to set up camp for the night looks like the only way to it is to fly the ramps have collapsed so no way in unless you can fly.” Storm said.
“Yeah I think it would be a good Idea to stop for the night at least we are closer to Manehattan now plus it could give us sometime to check out lot for the best we can provide for Daisy needs.” I said. 
“Thank You I wouldn’t want to leave my girls with no means to operate a trade caravan it all depends on what they say after we get there.” Daisy said.
“I understand Daisy we will be making one stop before hitting Tenpony though It is more a check we have supplies to pick up at this location. If it is intact we will have supplies that would be beneficial to all of us. Including you Daisy should you decide to join the unit I have to rebuild.” I said as we landed.
We went about setting up camp. “Storm can we put the tents up?” I asked.
“We should be able to Ma’am want me to put the tents up?” She asked. 
“Yes I would like to have a cot to lay on tonight not the harsh road surface last time I did that Woke up with Sore and stiff wings like i hadn't gotten a good night sleep in a day or too.” I said getting a snicker from Storm. 
“Can it Storm I can’t help it.” I said instantly. 
“Ma’am Yes Ma’am.” Storm said snapping to attention in a salute. I just stared at her for a moment. “At ease.” I said Storm relaxed a bit. “Sorry CJ I know that you have a hard time with that particular issue.” Storm said. 
I sighed. “Having sensitive wings are not something to joke about I have always had problems sleeping on hard surfaces makes me wish I had a cloud bed to sleep on!” I stated.
“If you do not mind me asking Ma’am what does having sensitive wings and hard surfaces make for a bad night sleep?” Misty asked getting Daisy’s ears to perk up. 
Both me and Storm Wing let out a squeak. “A pegasus’s wings are sensitive the more sensitive they are the better you can be in flight preening the wings keeping them in line is considered an intimate act only shared with close family or your mate. My wings are sensitive that should I sleep on say the ground like camping and end up sleeping on my back or a wing It can cause me pain, but with the right attention i can become extremely aroused. I’m using this as an example Say Storm Wing where to preen my wings knowing that there sensitive as they are could bring me to orgasem just by preening one of my wings preening both would be Would lead me to wanting to be mounted and bred. It would trigger heat like symptoms in other words I be wanting to get mounted like a mare in heat.” I said.
Both Misty and Daisy’s faces went beat red at that information. “So you would have pain in your wing and wouldn’t have a good night's sleep and could even get aroused by it.” Misty squeaked.
I nodded. “It has happened in the past. Reason I snapped at Storm when she snickered at my comment.” I said. 
“What stop are we going to be making if you do not mind me asking.” Daisy asked.
“Not at all we are going to the ministry of awesome hub there is equipment and supplies we need to pick up other then that we will go to Tenpony Tower afterwards. It is important we get the supplies from the hub.” I said. Getting a nod from Daisy and paused for a moment lost in thought.
“It might be fruitless endeavor ma’am. The Steel Rangers hit most of the Ministry hubs in Manehattan stripping them of anything salvageable. From what I understand there was only two they couldn’t get one is Tenpony the other was never told to me.” Daisy said. 
I growled. “They have better not have messed with that hub.” I said. 
“We shall find out when we get there in the morning.” Storm said as she set the tents up.
When my tent was up I got the cot out and set it up and sighed. “Misty your first watch Storm next I’ll take the last watch for the night. I do not want to be disturbed for a little bit Need to take care of something personal.” I said getting nods from all. 
I closed the tent flap got out of my armor looking at the state my wings where in and sighed again with a grown. I began to preen my wings remembering a time when my mother preened me when I was but a little filly it was a happy memory one I always cherished. It would always bring a smile to my face. I sighed happily as I finished my left wing. I started with my right wing thinking back when my I learned how sensitive my wings where that memory to this day makes me blush.  It was a warm spring day a close filly friend of mine offered to help me after a minor crash landing I was sore wing where a mess I was alright with it she had been the one to cause me to crash in the first place so her offer to help me fix the damage was kind and I accepted. On her first nuzzle My head shot up my ears perked i had let out a squeak of shock. That caused her to pull away just as surprised as I was. She had asked me if my wings were sensitive i nodded but never had a problem like this. Or a reaction like that from preening before. She continued and by the time she had finished my left wing I was a panting mess. She suggested we continue this in my room. I agreed when we got in my room she started in on my right wing she was doing it a little differently from the left and i squealed when and had an orgasim. She finished my right wing. She was blushing. Are you ok she had asked me I nodded unable to speak for I was basking in the afterglow of my orgasim. That day was also the day I found out that I liked mares the same way I did stallions that i was bysexual. She became my first and only lover she was a teacher at little horn and died there before we could make any formal arrangements we even had thought of adding a stallion she had her eye on a fellow teacher that I met a few times when I visited nothing formal had happened never even got to bed him nighter did she from our talks I could see why she liked him I had to admit i wasn't opposed to the idea I took their deaths deeply and joined Rainbow Dash when the ministries were formed I wanted to protect my loved ones I had lost my lover possibly lovers in that massacre. I sighed as I finished preening my wings feeling lonely but the memory of that first time always brought a smile to my face I would not dishonor the memory of a day I had sex for the first time. I exited the tent to gasps from my friends  yes i considered Daisy and Misty as friends.  
I paused with eyebrow raised. “What do I have something on my face?” I asked confused.
“No but I think this might have been the first time they have seen yeah without the armor CJ they were not there for your speech when you got out of your armor for Silver Bell.” Storm said.  
“Oh..” I said before bursting into giggles. “Sorry girls been awhile plus I need some alone time to take care of something that Storm’s going need to do as well.” I said as I fluffed my wings. 
Storm Wing Laughed. “Yes I know my wings are probably a mess we can’t really preen in armor can we. You and I are close friends the only way we can preen in armor is to have somepony do it for you.” Storm said and I nodded. “You're like a Sister to me Storm and I consider you my only family in this hell that has become of Equestria I don’t think either of us wishes to move that relationship into that area. Not saying I wouldn’t should it happen but you know what I mean.” I said getting a nod from Storm. “We have been friends for a long time Cloudy Joy ever since Basic training we have been. We know each other pretty well but moving our relationship into the intimacy isn’t something I would want to do if it happens it happens but until then should it happen its not an option.” Storm said getting a nod of agreement. 
“Well Ma’am I can say this you're absolutely beautiful.” Misty said getting me to sputter which got her to giggle.
I sighed “Ok I probably deserved that. I have to say this though I am not looking for a relationship of the intimate kind my last one ended when my lover died with our potential mate at Littlehorn. I took their deaths hard it took me a few months to pull it together Rainbow Dash helped me suggested I enlist and join her in her ministry I did it gave me something to be proud of. I met Storm Chaser in basic we been friends ever since. She stayed with me became my team before the power armors were created Snipers were a two pony unit consisting of a spotter and the sniper Storm was my spotter we were a unit took down quite a few enemies. I wasn’t proud of taking the lives of our enemies. I never liked killing but was defending my home so no pony would have to feel the pain I had suffered. She died before anything formal could be arranged between us or the stallion we had our eyes on.” I said a sad smile on my face. “Matter of fact when I was preening I remembered my first time with my lover she was a very close fillyfriend we grow up together she surprised me one day when I was flying caused me to crash she offered to help me with my wings since she was at fault for the state they were in was also the day I learned of how sensitive my wings were and that I was into mares as well as stallions.” I blushed when I revealed that to Daisy and Misty. 
Still blushing as they looked at me. “Lets just say when she preened my left wing left me panting her preening of my right wing left me wanting more I returned the favor two fold one then lead to another and we became lovers you will get no more details.” I said blushing. 
Storm Wing Just burst out laughing with a massive blush on her face. “Yeap that does tend to happen with sensitive wings and mares that like mares. Although you wanting to form a herd I have a hard time believing.” She said.
“What you do not believe me..?” I said as i turned around walked back into the tent got the old photo of my lover and the stallion we were thinking of on our first date. Walking back out I shoved the photo at my friend… “There is my only remaining picture of my lover and our prospect for a herd.” I said Slightly put off, “I finally tell you something Only one other pony ever knew and I’m called a liar.” I said in a huff. 
“Wow wow wow I never called you a liar CJ I just never pictured you in a herd that’s all.” Storm said hastily. “So she was your only pony you have been intimate with the way you are reacting to my tease tells me that.” Storm Wing said.
I sighed. “Yes Storm Chaser she was my one and only lover and I miss her deeply we were talking about formalizing it getting married and settling down was even going to ask him if he would like to form a herd with us we never got to it our schedules didn’t allow it was going to visit her and him the Saturday after the littlehorn massacre but you know how that ended up. I lost both of them that day and it nearly broke me. Rainbow helped me and I went to basic and met you.” I said.
“Sorry CJ didn’t mean to poke at a tender spot for you.” Storm said I nodded. “You're forgiven my friend. It’s just a touchy subject to me It still hurts. Even when it happened so long ago.” I said getting a nod from Storm.
“So you like both mares and stallions.” Misty said. 
“Yes I do it does happen not sure how it is these days but back before and during the war there were quite a few mare couples and some herds mare to stallion ration was high in favor of a filly being born so there were more mares than stallions so a stallion had the option of having more than one mare as a mate they could form a herd with more than one mare normally when that happens it’s the mares who approach the stallion in question and ask if he wanted to join them in the formation of a herd. My mare and I were going to ask him if he would like to form a herd with us but they died before we could and it broke my heart to lose my lover and potential lover.” I said. Getting a nod from Storm Wing. “That it is ma’am.” She said in a quiet voice.
“Anyway Storm the tent is open now your more then welcome to go for your own moment alone to preen.” I said with a small smile getting a nod of thanks as she goes and does just that. 
While Storm Chaser was indisposed I pulled out some of the leftovers and reheated them. “Alright everypony Soups on Hot and ready to eat. Its leftovers but still good.” I said.
Daisy and Misty got a bowl as I waited to speak to Storm Chaser. Five minutes later my friend came out of the tent also out of her armor I couldn’t help it but Smile. “You know I don’t think I’ve seen you out of that armor in sometime kind of miss my spotter.” I said getting a smile from her. 
“Those were difficult days weren't they CJ?” Storm said. “That they were my friend that they were get yourself something to eat Storm chow’s up. I replied. 
Misty and Daisy paused in there eating to look at the unarmored Storm Chaser. I giggled at their reactions. 
“My my my. If I didn’t know better I’d say they never seen an unarmored Pegasus before well a mare that is.” I said with a giggle getting a giggle from Storm as well.
“In my defence Pegasi mares are exsodic around these parts only pegasi Ive ever met were stallions.” Misty said.
“Really I said and how many pegasi have you met besides me, Storm and Calamity. I asked.
“Well there is Radar in Friendship city then Calamity then you two.” Misty replied.
“Ah. so you met a total of four pegasi two mares and two stallions.” I said getting a nod from Misty.
“Same here but I’ve only met three.” Daisy said. 
“Well we are not much different from you sept we don’t have a horn and we have wings besides that we are like any other mare.” I said.
“That maybe ma’am but how many mares have such a quick on switch.” Daisy asked.
Storm and I couldn’t help but laugh. “Then you have no clue I could say something but it’s not my place and wouldn’t be fare to the mare in question.” I said getting a blush from Misty.
Daisy looked at Misty. “Oh come on deary I guess it’s only fair you did ask a personal question of are pegasi mares about their wings.” Daisy said.
Misty’s face turned even redder and she squeaked for a moment. “Unicorn horns are sensitive and can be used to pleasure another mare much in the same way as a stallion would but without the end result and from what I have heard never experienced somepony playing or messing with my horn.” Misty squeaked. Daisy laughed.
“Well Daisy I know that Earth pony mares are pretty sensitive around the flank and the cutie marks in particular.” I said with a snicker at the squeak and the blush that got out of her.
“Oh come on girls it’s not like we don’t have things we wouldn’t talk about matter of fact this kind of is normal for me and Storm familiar it’s mare talk mares getting together and talking about things we wouldn’t share with a stallion or at least a stallion who wouldn’t already know about surtan area’s on a mare of their tribe.” I said. 
Both Misty and Daisy sighed. “Is it also usual to share intimate details or stories of first times or something?” Daisy asked getting a nod from me. “Well at least amongst good friends at least.” I said.
“I never had anypony.” Misty said with a blush.
“Well there is still plenty of time for you Misty you're still young.” I said.
“Ma’am if it wasn’t for you two being in stasis for two centuries we would be the around the same age.” Misty said. That got me to pause for a moment then burst into a fit of giggles.
“You know what it’s true I turned 26 a two days after we met from my perspective but in actuality it was 226 physically I am a 26 year old mare but date wise I’m 226 years old Storm’s one year younger. One nice thing about wearing my armor sure helps me keep my coat clean.” I said getting some weird looks.
“How many white coated mares do you see in the wasteland can be hard to stay clean out here water that isn’t irritated is to precious to waste on things like bathing unless you have a water talisman to supply fresh clean water with no problems but not everyplace will have such luxuries as a water talisman.” I said with a sigh.
“Yeah we are use to being able to at least shower or bath every day not having access to a hot shower isn’t normal for us except when we are in the field or in battle then we could have many days before a shower is available to us.” Storm said.
“Anyway girls time to turn in Misty keep watch wake up Storm in 5 hours or so let’s get some sleep.” I said getting nods from the others as Misty took up a watch position Storm and I went into our tent she had set up two one for each pair.
“You know Storm I couldn’t help but notice that you were truly checking me out earlier are you that lonely?” I asked. 
“I could say the same to you.” Storm replied with a smirk. 
“Yes Storm I have not been with a pony in well over a year. I have to admit I am lonely. Have been for awhile.” I said sadly. 
“I know Cj I’m only teasing I also know you want foals so do I.” Storm replied.
“Well lets hope we can find some mates that we can be comfortable with. That there is going to be the major thing so far we have not met any stallions that I would say are attractive except maybe one.” I said.
“Talking about Calamity?” Storm asked getting a nod from me.
“Only problem with that I have a feeling he already likes or has eyes on a mare already.” I said getting a nod from Storm.
“True but which one do you think it is Littlepip or Velvet?” Storm asked.
“Most likely its Velvet. Littlepip comes across as being into mares.” I said.
“Oh why you say that?” Storm asked.
“Like you didn’t know that she was checking both of us out.” I said getting an arched eyebrow from Storm. “I hadn’t noticed.” Storm said.
“Thing is Littlepip has a crush on Velvet but that doesn’t stop her from looking. I think she would look even if she was with Velvet.” I said.
“Anyway I’ll admit it you have caught my eye from time to time Storm If it does happen I will not object to it but that will have to be our choice I do not want to force a relationship on you that we both could or would regret we are close friends and I have considered you a sister in fact your the only family I have left even if we are not related.” I said pulling Storm into a hug she returned it with equal strength. 
“I’m here for you CJ and I have to say I have felt the same we are a family the unit is our family. We have to support each other and help each other should love come into play between us I will not refuse it but keep in mind we both wish to have foals we are young at heart but older than any stallion out there or mare for that matter.” Storm said getting a nod from me. 
“Sleep well my friend.” I said after breaking the hug to put on my armor as Storm did the same. “You too Cj.” Storm replied we layed down to sleep falling to sleep quickly.

“Good Morning.” I said to Daisy when she came out of the tent she shared with Misty.
“Good Morning.” She said while yawning. “Sleep well?” I asked getting a nod from her. 
“Breakfast is made help yourself.” I said. Daisy got herself a bowl and began to eat a mmmm. Coming from her lips as she ate the Oatmeal I had prepared for them. I couldn’t help but smile.
“You know that has always been a guilty pleasure of mine hearing how much somepony enjoys my cooking. It isn’t everyday I get to cook even simple things like oatmeal but we will need to watch how much we use of some of the food stuffs we have that right there should last us 5 days of meals if stored in the cooling unit and used for breakfast We have pre-war canned foods for lunch and what’s left of dinner last night Until we resupply.” I said getting a nod of understanding. 
“Ma’am can I ask you something?” She asked I gave a nod. “Why does this and the other food you have fixed tast so Celestia damn good.” She asked. 
“Well I did tell yeah we woke up in a base right?” getting a nod from her “Well the base had a hydroponics bay when the group was revived 17 years ago the systems began to plant and grow fresh vegetables oats and wheat. That stew I made was made with fresh harvested vegetables and other grown food stuffs from carrots to spices and seasonings.” I said getting wide eyed stare from her. 
“That would be something the Steel Rangers would want to have hell everypony in the wasteland would give anything to have access to fresh foods only place so far able to provide fresh foods is Friendship City and even they have to be sparse with it and it isn’t easy to acquire the food stuffs.” Daisy said.
MIsty joined us getting herself a bowl and moaned in enjoyment of the food. “Misty can I ask you are you able to harvest the seeds from the hydroponics you brought to  Friendship City?” I asked her.
Misty paused set her spoon down with a frown. “No I was never taught how to only the farmers knew how to with any success Friendship is using the seed store that was available when we packed everything I know how to maintain the equipment even plant but other than that no.” She said with a sigh. 
“How much seed is there left?” I asked. “Enough I surmise to last a year maybe more, other than that I couldn’t tell you.” She said. I gave her a nod in thanks for the information. 
I got up went over and woke Storm up. “Rise and shine sleepy head. We have a wagon to find for Daisy.” I said.
“Oh how good are you with Levitation Misty?” I asked.
“I’m ok why do you ask?” She asked.
“When we find a cart or wagon suitable to convert into a armored wheeled cart for the caravan we will have to strap it down to the tortoise meaning we will need to lift it levitation could be very useful in helping with that process.” I said getting a nod from Misty. Storm walked out got a bowl and ate quietly. After they all ate I stored the food and we got to looking. 15 minutes later Storm had found the best one out of the lot of skywagons that could be converted it was an older model one without the magical enhancements which was perfect for the type of conversion we were going to be doing wouldn’t want the wagon to go boom. So with Misty’s help we secured it to the tortoise. We knew we had to get on the Celestial line to get to Tenpony so when we got on the line we would do the conversion that way Daisy could check out see how easy it would be to pull. 
“Alright everypony let’s pack up and head out.” I said with a smile getting smiles from the others. 
Another half hour later we had landed about a block from the hub. “Alright ponies we will approach with caution we might run into security ponytrons or automated defences so keep your eyes open.” I said getting nods from each of them. As we made our approach we found evidence that somepony had at least had a run in with the security system none of the doors were open building was still in lockdown I looked at the terminal. Somepony has tried to hack the system Triggering the droid attack. I connected my pipbuck to the terminal and entered my access code lifting the lockdown for 2 hours we entered the building. 
“Welcome General Cloud Striker To the Manehattan MoA hub you have been expected you have a message for you on terminal 36 please collect your messages before proceeding.” I looked at my friends in alarm. “General! What the Buck.” I said. Looking at Storm WIng who was just as surprised as I was. I went to the terminal in question inputed my ID and the message began to play. 
“Cloudy Joy If you're hearing this then you have awoken from Stasis I hope everything went according to plan and that the base is operational I pushed this through and am promoting you to the rank of General and Storm Wing to the rank of Captain you and Storm are the few loyal pegasi left in the Equestrian Military the rest abandoned Equestria to save their own hides and damn the rest of ponykind. I know you and the ponies under your command wouldn’t abandon like the rest of them Your Orders are to protect and help rebuild Equestria as you know Keep them safe help them recover and help Equestria recover. Why did it have to come to this CJ. Twilight, Pinkie Pie, Rarity, Fluttershy and Spike why the hell did this have to happen Canterlots a complete loss The Littlehorn agent was unleashed inside the Shield the Princesses raised to protect Canterlot for evacuation into the stable. Do not know if they survived or not the shield fell 5 hours ago the fallout has spread Stables are sealed I helped all I could. I’m being hunted even as we speak This Enclave has a price on my head and hired a Merc to bring them me to them Head not need to be attached. The Equipment and gear designated for the base has been stored in the Armory Vault collect it and may Celestia and Luna guide and protect you Cloud Striker Storm WIng you are what is left of the MAW besides myself Stay loyal my friend protect the our citizens help them recover help Equestria recover May Celestia and Luna have mercy on our souls This is Rainbow Dash Ministry mare Signing off.” and with that Rainbow’s last message to me was finished her last orders and my new responsibilities a compartment popped open next to the Terminal.
Inside was my rank insignia and a master key Celestial tier clearance I took both with care and held them close I had tears in my eyes and I sat heavily on my flank. Storm Wing also had something in there her captain’s bars and insignia. Then she pulled me into a tight hug. We wept for a good 15 minutes. I accessing the terminal again I reset the timer to cover the time we used up by the our crying and hearing the message we brought in the Tortoise and Supply wagon we went to the Vault mentioned in Rainbows Message to me. I slid the card in the Vault opened and I just stared. Inside the vault was not just what the manifest said would be there but other equipment  100 Power Armor Mk 2 color Midnight blue with varying weapons another small arsonal and material for the bases manufacturing capabilities and the parts for the raptor training manuals on how to operate a raptor in case things didn’t go accordingly. So that we could train ponies we find to operate and even crew the raptor. “Storm WIng am I dreaming.” I said there was heavy emotion in my voice. 
“Ma’am if you're Dreaming So am I.” She said and punched me in the shoulder. 
“Owh.” Ok not dreaming. “Rainbow must have had all this ready to be shipped wanting it to all go out at the same time now we have it. We can bring the base to full operation provided we get the personnel.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing.
“Wait a moment Are you telling me not only is the place you woke up in operational but there is more to it then what you told us.” Daisy said.
I sighed. “Yes Daisy the base is operational it was a built in secret only 6 ponies ever knew it even existed. Your looking at Two of them. Another was the pony in the message the other three where Princesses Celestia Luna and the contractor who built the base. It isn’t just a base either it’s a stable to be precise a ministry of awesome black ops and reconnaissance base. The base has two functions that were approved by the princesses. Function number One was to as I had stated before was covert operations and reconnaissance ranging from strategic strikes to counter intelligence. MAW worked with MoM when it came to intel. The Second function of the base was if the worst case scenario happened the base was designed with multiple levels capable of hydroponics medical engineering manufacturing, and straight out help the survivors to recover and assist in the recovery of Equestria herself. The base is currently operational yet has no personnel Part of this equipment is to complete a prototype Dragon Killer class stealth raptor. The 200 ponies I mentioned that didn’t make it were the crew and engineers that that built said raptor that would go on to crew the ship itself upon completion unfortunately it is missing two key components that we now have. No record of this base has was ever recorded to Equestria itself the base doesn’t exist. This information is confidential and is Celestia tier classified mention of it to anypony not authorized or cleared to know is punishable by death for High Treason. Only reason I’m telling you this Daisy is because I have come to trust you and value your insight and because I can not keep this from you. Now you know why I had to come here to get this equipment and why I am so dead set on helping anypony It’s not because of duty but because it’s the right thing to do with the base in full operation we could save Equestria she will forever bear the scars of the war. With our help and the help of others can once again be beautiful and full of life. I will protect that dream and that hope with my very life. I can not let the base fall into the hooves of ponies who would not share its bounty with the Rest of Equestria so I made a request when I was given command of it.” I said pausing in my explanation and loading of the supply wagon and tortoise. To look at her.
“Do you know what an ultra sentinel is?” I asked. She gulped but nodded. “The base is protected by 20 heavily armed as its outer defence should the shield be breached by unauthorized personnel. That is just the outer layer of defence this base has It also has around 3 thousand automatic defence turrets protecting the entrances for this stable unlike any others was designed to have a hangar entrance to launch and land Raptor and thunderheads for repairs and or if need be build them.” again I paused to move some heavy crates into the tortoise the armors had already been loaded munitions stored and put away pipbucks placed in the main cabin. I sighed. “I will not hide this from you anymore Daisy this base can not fall into the hooves of the steel rangers or anypony who would abuse its knowledge and wealth for their own gains or quests for power. Can you see why I never mentioned this to you I have gotten to know you and have a good grasp of your character. You are willing to help and want to help others probably why you run this caravan with your husband it was the only real way you could help at least a little. Then you met me and Storm and we have reawakened that fire in your very soul to want to do more to fulfill the oath you took when you became a knight.I can see it in your eyes Daisy you want to join Me and Storm Wing in our mission to help Equestria probably now more than ever. Also At the base I have Two Steel Ranger armors. I was to have a complete complement of Steel Rangers and only had two that were cleared for the base at the time of its completion. Should you choose to join us which I already have a feeling that you will. You will have Armor waiting for you.” I finished telling her. I couldn’t read the expression on her face but the next thing I knew I was tackled in a fierce hug with a crying mare ontop of me. 
“I do so want to join you to help Equestria as my Oath demanded.” She said between sobs. 
“You have no idea how hard it has been for me to stand by and not be able to help the way I want to be able to. Well I’m sure you can understand you will be giving my life meaning and a purpose again I’ve raised my fillys to be good mares to be helpful to others they make armor for ponies that's their lot in life to be traders and merchants They know I have never been truly happy guarding the caravan runs. I did it mainly because I didn’t want to lose the stallion I loved the father of my foal’s now that he is gone I really didn’t know what to do I failed to protect the stallion I loved and had foals with I do not want to fail my oath too. I will of course speak with my fillys about this as you suggested but No pony is going to get this information from me that you shared just now I am under your command General.” She said with Determination. 
“Now that is what I like to see the light that resides in us all the fire of pride and determination I will accept you provided your fillies are awhere that you wish to turn the reins so to speak of the caravan to them and I will assist them with means of defending it. I shall give them Weapons to arm their guards ammunition for said weapons and should need be train ponies to be guards for the caravan itself. Although that could take a little bit of time to accomplish we need to rebuild the unit. That means we need more ponies that feel the same way we do.” I said getting a nod from her. 
“Is everything alright out there I heard a thud and some sobbing?” Came Storm Wings voice.
“Everything's alright Captain Just getting tackled by Daisy is all she has that fire burning in her that you and I do I know she’s more than likely going to join us now more than ever now.” I said.
“Why you say that General?” She know’s Storm. She heard you and I talking and kind of cornered me. You know how much I hate some orders but I know the importance of the base is We both have grown to trust Misty and Daisy.” I said.
“Alright Ma’am How much is left we are running out of storage the armors alone took most of the forward compartment Ma’am along with the ammunition and other weapons for the armors we have no storage space left in the forward compartment very well we will need to build the caravan wagon so we can free the needed room in the supply wagon to store the rest of the equipment I will not leave it behind to be pilfered by anypony able to truly hack that terminal.” I said. 
I walked over to one of the terminals in the area that was tied into the mainframe. I logged in called up the commands. I noticed voice commands. “Computer recognize General Cloud Striker.” I said getting a prompt. “Confirmed.” Reinstate lockdown and activate the Defencive emplacements around the entrance to this chamber Give an audio alert to any breach into this facility. Armor Piercing ammo authorized deadly force is authorized This chamber I and my team are in is not to be breached by unauthorized personnel. Pipbuck registration General Cloud Striker. Captain Storm Wing more tags to be registered in 5 minutes. Confirm.” I said.  “Confirmed Registration of Pipbuck’s for General Cloud Striker and Captain Storm WIng awaiting for additional tag registration.” The computer said. I walked over to the box with the pipbucks in it opened it pulled two unwrapped Delta pipbucks pulled the protective wrap off signaled for Daisy and Misty to sit before me they did I opened the pipbucks motioned for their left foreleg and placed them there and activated them. Waited for the pipbucks to finish booting up. “Computer register Corporal Misty Sparks and Knight Daisy Streaks pipbucks as authorized personnel.” I said. “Registration confirmed Welcome to the MoA Corporal Misty Sparks Knight Daisy Streaks.”  The computer said. “Computer General Cloud Striker, Captain Storm WIng, Corporal Misty Sparks and Knight Daisy Streaks are permitted to leave and enter this chamber no other personnel are authorised should any other be with them without authorisation granted by me are hostile and are to be eliminated. No exceptions Corporal Misty and Knight Daisy are not to be harmed avoid elimination protocol should there not be a clear shot at the unauthorized personnel until a clear shot can be attained confirm directive.” I said. 
“Confirmed and will be carried out no unauthorized personnel unless specified by you are to enter the Armory Vault No exceptions Armor Piercing ammunition has been Authorized use of deadly force has been authorized audio alert of security breach to this facility active no breach detected. All security measures activated armor piercing ammo loaded. Lockdown engaged Warning warning warning Facility is on lockdown unauthorized will be dealt with Lethal force authorized armor piercing ammunition authorized, Authorized personnel pipbuck tags registered no further audio warning.” The computer confirmed. With that said and done I looked at everypony and Smiled. “That should by us some time let’s get to work oh and those are your pipbucks you should notice the difference now Misty. Daisy that pipbuck will interface with the power ranger armor you will be getting when we get to base. We still have to stop at Tenpony we have that appointment with him Storm so let’s get this wagon built.” I said they each saluted.
Misty quickly with the help of both me and Storm got the wagon down and flipped over so I can check its balance for the best location for to place the wheels and axle finding it I went to work welding the axle supports in place and sliding the axle into place and will then I placed the resting supports and breaks that can be locked into place to prevent the wagon from rolling away. After everything was secured and wouldn’t go anywhere we flipped the wagon onto its wheels than began to apply the armor plating we gathered completing the wagon I wiped the sweat from my brow. “We will need to check and see if we can fly it not sure where we can access the celestial line The lunar line is not to far from here we can always go to they cross each other.” I said. “Lets see what Dj Pon3 has on the news tonight.” I said as I turn my pipbucks radio to Dj Pon3’s station. 
“Good evening, everypony! This is your humble host, DJ Pon3, master of the airwaves. And it’s just about time for me to turn in. But first, the news! Looks like our wasteland crusader from Stable Two is an equal-opportunity savior. From the reports I’m getting, she and her companions helped out a bunch of raiders up at Shattered Hoof from being enslaved and decimated by an attacking slaver army.  And then, because you can’t have a cupcake without icing, she killed a dragon! Don’t know if I agree with you on this one, kid. Saving raiders?  Some monsters deserve to be enslaved.” 
That report got all of our ears to perk up at that report. “Hmmm. So Littlepip and her little group took out a dragon Impressive.” I said. “I’m going to need to get the details next time I see her. That could not have been easy for them to do.” I said.
“Why is that impressive.” Misty asked getting stares from the three of us.
“Misty think of it a dragon is big has hard scales that is pretty much resistant to most ammunition even your shotguns couldn't penetrate its scales my 50 cal can with the right ammo. Normally takes a full wing of 20 pegasi with heavy firepower or one dragon killer raptor to take a dragon out.” I said. 

Daisy loaded the new caravan wagon with the caravans goods and we finished packing up the supply wagon the gear and equipment was extensive it was packed tightly so was the tortoise in fact we couldn’t get to the weapons systems for the tortoise. “Wow I hadn’t really take into account just how much equipment was left for us by Rainbow Dash I will never forget her she was my friend and CO.” I said. 
“So what do we have to worry about in Manehattan?” I asked.
“Well there are the bloodwings there mutated bats that are really nasty I do not recommend being out after nightfall there nocturnal and are afraid of the light they tend to rest in Dark places during the day. So traveling during the night time is not recommended. They can kill a pony in seconds from a single bite draining them completely dry.” Daisy said. 
“Ok night travel is out then anything else we should be aware of?” I asked. 
“Well I heard that manticores have been seen around Manehattan. I do not know if that is true or not but want to be prepared for anything.” Daisy said.
“Alright we will rest here and get a start tomorrow we will get to Tenpony after that we can head for the base and I do not care we will fly there so we can offload and resupply.” I said.
Everypony nodded in agreement We had a ate the rest of the stew and went to bed. 
When we awoke in the morning we ate some more oatmeal hitched up supply wagon was again hooked to the tortoise since we were going to hoof it to the Lunar line then switch to the Celestia when they intersected. We had a goal to achieve get to Tenpony talk with Dj Pon3 Daisy with her Fillies and then make way to offload and resupply. 
“Let’s move out.” I said. Walking over to the terminal I lifted the lockdown we left the building at the outside terminal I re engaged the lockdown and changed the security login access ID so only I could access it should we need we need to return. I turned around after logging off and putting the terminal into sleep mode. 
We left the MAW hub and headed for the Lunar lines access point took us thirty minutes to make it. Along the way our EFS’s alerted us to hostile targets. Gunfire was heard we came across a group of ponies engaged with raiders It looked like the scavengers got ambushed we assisted driving the raiders off we stopped to make sure they were ok and to offer to assist they refused so we moved on we got onto the lunar line and as we walked. I started to hum a tune to myself Storm Wing started humming along soon enough Daisy and Misty joined in.
I began to sing.
Equestria The land I Love. 
A land of Harmony
Our flag does wave For ponykind to See
Equestria! A land of friends! Where ponykind do roam!
They say true Friendship never ends!
Equestria my Home!

After singing I had a smile on my face under my helmet Daisy and Misty had smiles and I could tell Storm also had one. We could see the Celestial line and our destination. “Alright let’s see if we can fly that caravan wagon up. I’ll hook myself to it Storm assist me we might have to use the double harness that was designed for this old wagon.” I said getting a Nod from Storm.
After hitching myself up I took a running start and took flight the added armor just couldn’t get it off the ground. So i touched down came to a stop Storm was there and hooked herself in Daisy and Misty waited by the tortoise. We both nodded and got a running start and took off we got of the ground so did the wagon. We landed on the Celestia line. “I’ll go get the tortoise and Daisy when we get back get the supply wagon and I’ll get Misty.” I said getting a nod from Storm.
Landing besides Daisy and Misty I disconnected the Supply wagon opened the hatch. “Hop in Daisy I’ll take you up then go back and get Misty Storm will get the Supply wagon.” I said she nodded and did so I closed the hatch hitched up and took off depositing the tortoise and Daisy unhooked and took off again with Storm dropped down hovered over Misty picking her up she let out a startled squeak and froze. “Relax Misty I won’t drop you.” I said as I flew her up to the tortoise I let Misty down and hooked myself into the harness Daisy hooks herself up to the caravan wagon and began to walk we all followed we stopped to eat.

Footnote Level Up Cloud Striker 
New Rank General: Rainbow Dash has promoted you to the Rank of General she was planning to do this in person but circumstances prevented it from happening Message delivered new responsibilities granted 
New Perk: Horse Sense -- You are a swift learner. You gain an additional +10% whenever experience points are earned.
Footnote Level Up Storm WIng 
New Rank Captain: Rainbow Dash has promoted you to the Rank of Captain she was planning to do this in person but circumstances prevented it from happening Message delivered new responsibilities granted.
New Perk: Horse Sense -- You are a swift learner. You gain an additional +10% whenever experience points are earned. 
Footnote Misty Sparks Level Up
Str: 5
Per:6
End: 5
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CHA: 5
AGI: 5
Luck 7
Unicorn Magic Level 2 
Spells: Unicorn Levitation, every unicorn can levitate things 
More spells can be learned Type of spells to be determined
Footnote Daisy Streaks.
Recruit. You have Stated you wish to Join in the Unit of General Cloud Striker and Captain Storm Wing you have Stated you are under their command and would gladly serve. You still have to speak to your fillies about the Caravan once you reach Tenpony Tower.
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Fallout: Equestria, Equestrian Airguard
Chapter 5: Arrival at Tenpony Tower and New Friends
By Jetflame.

 I wonder at times if things had gone differently would we all have met? 

When we could see the station at Tenpony I stopped unhooked and went inside the tortoise to Alert Dj Pon3 that we were on approach and would like to have somepony there to greet us that knows we have an appointment and sent it Got a response almost instantly stating that his assistant Homage would meet us at the entrance. 
So we allowed Daisy to go first as we made our approach to the entrance a guard in MAS security barding called Out “Halt What’s your business at Tenpony.” The Security mare said. 
“Bella you Celestia damn well know who I am why must we go through this every single time damn girl.” Daisy said. 
The guard looked at Daisy. “Good to see you Daisy you know the rules I’m just following procedure You know the drill.” Bella said. 
Daisy sighed. “Ya Ya.” Daisy said. 
I stepped up next to Daisy and was staring down a barrel of the twin .308 rifles attached to the mares battle saddle. “You are not welcomed here Enclave so turn your tails around and leave before I put a bullet in yea.” The mare said. 
“I wouldn’t do that If I were you Bella there her on business with Dj Pon3 I was asked to meet them.” Said a Gray Unicorn with a blue and silver mane and tail. 
“I take it your Homage?” I asked getting a nod from the her. The guard looked like she was going into shock. 
“I can clear that little misunderstanding up. I am not enclave nor will I aid any enclave ponies I was escorting Daisy here because I saved her and the what was left of her caravan from a raider ambush near New Appleloosa escorted her there then learned that she was coming here. We had business in Manehattan so we offered to escort her here.” I said. 
“She’s tell the truth When we arrived in New Appleloosa Ditzy recognized both of these mares and tackled them giving them hugs she even gave what could have been a squeal of joy in seeing them.” Daisy said. 
I rubbed the back of my neck. “What can I say Ditzy is a good friend of ours we lived in the same town for Celestia's sake.” I said. That got every guard ponies attention “No Ghouls allowed.” Bella said. 
I sat down reached up and removed my helmet so did Storm. “Do I look like a ghoul to you!” I said looking at the shock on every guards and Homage face. “Look it is a Long story, One I’m sure I’m going to be asked to tell by the pony I’m here to see.” I said with a sigh.
“Anyway Daisy has filled us in with some of the things that will be required to enter the tower though We will turn our ammo over there is one slight problem My Companion has only missiles no additional ammo for her armor and in conjunction mine powers our weapons in my case my Magical energy rifle is powered by my Armor the others are conventional. You can not remove the power to the weapons due to the fact that it is built into the armor. Also we have equipment and supplies that we will not and I will repeat that will not leave unattended. Due to the delicate nature of the equipment we can not leave it unattended. We have no wish to have issues or be the cause of somepony messing with said equipment and being injured because automated security measures and anti theft countermeasures activated. So to make sure nothing like that happens The Corporal will be standing guard over the tortoise and wagon behind me.” I said with a no nonsense expression. 
The guard looked at the two things that I was hooked up to. “What is in there?” the guard enquired. 
“It has our communications equipment that allows me to communicate with my ponies. As well as if need be communicate with an outside source I contacted Dj Pon3 directly with it through the MASEBS direct line. Armor and weapons for recruits and salvage due to protocol and regulations I can not permit access to the tortoise.” I said. 
The guard looked at the weapon systems on the tortoise. “You look like you're expecting a war.” The guard said.
“Well let me ask you something Guard If you woke up and found out the home you swore to protect is like this didn’t know what to expect wouldn’t you want to be prepared and have something that can pack a big punch if you had access to it?” I asked. 
“That I would, but why can we not clear it.” She asked. 
“Like I said this is a Military Craft and you are in the presence of a General of the Equestrian Airguard and probably the only two left we did recruit somepony the corporal who will guard our equipment and salvage. Military regulations no unauthorized personnel can enter a military craft. I you have an issue I would like to speak with the pony in charge of security.” I said. 
Bella looked at a fellow guard who nodded and ran off. 15 minutes later a stallion was accompion the mare back.
“What is going on here?” The stallion asked. 
“Are you the pony in charge of Tower security?” I asked he nodded. “That I am and he narrowed his eyes and your not welcomed here enclave.” he said. I sighed, “FOR BUCK SAKES I AM NOT ENCLAVE I WILL REFUSE TO BE CALLED A TRAITORS TO THE CROWN WHO DO NOT EVEN DESERVE TO BE CALLED PEGASI. I AM GENERAL CLOUD STRIKER OF THE EQUESTRIAN AIRGUARD.” I screamed out in utter frustration. Storm put a hoof on my shoulder. “Calm yourself Ma’am this will not get us anywhere.” She said and I took several deep calming breaths.
“I serve Princess Celestia and Princess Luna and Equestria in general my sworn duty is to protect the ponies of Equestria The day after I woke up My Second command and I went out into the wasteland our beloved home has become we rescued what appeared to be a caravan of some sort being assaulted by a group of ponies we came to there aid only two survived the encounter with the what we learned where Raiders the raiders didn’t fare as well we proceeded to escort the group to New Appleloosa were we met a friend we thought we would never see again after learning they were heading here since we were going in the same direction we escorted them here. I am not of the enclave I do not hold any allegiance with the pegasi who abandoned Equestria Betrayed the trust they were given to them to protect the ponies of Equestria So do not call me an enclave pony again I give one warning next pony that calls me enclave loses an ear.” I said.
The old stallion looks at me calculating. “What is your business here pegasus?” He asked.
“They have an appointment with Dj Pon3 for a personal interview.” Homage said. 
“They have already agreed to turning in their ammunition, but there is some complications with other things so the General here has asked to speak to you directly.” Homage said.
“I see what is it that is being held up.” The Guard chief said.
“Our equipment can not be turned over it is military property as such because of autodefensas and anti theft countermeasures Anypony attempting to gain entry to our craft will trigger said defenses the corporal here will be guarding our equipment while we conclude our business with Dj Pon3 after which we will be leaving I can not allow access to our craft due to the fact that the equipment and salvage we have is of a sensitive nature that is one reason the other reason is because we can not access the cabin Likewise with the supply wagon being pulled along behind it we could fit one pony in each but that’s just barely  and it’s quite cramped.” I said.
“Why so full what are they carrying?” He asked. 
“Equipment Vital to the mission I was given should the worst case scenario happen which it did so now I’m fulfilling that mission. I was missing Key Equipment to fulfill said mission luckily the said equipment was available at a hub here in Manehattan. We have come from said Hub and got more than we were expecting most of what is in there is Armors there are a few weapons located in the forward compartment along with the ammunition for said weapons again in the forward compartment the communication equipment that allows me to talk with my pony’s while pulling the tortoise or when scouting ahead. I will turn our ammo over to you that we have on us but we will not unpack everything to get to the ammo in the supply wagon or tortoise hence the reason I offered to have the Corporal guard the our gear at the gate so nopony gets hurt from trying to get into said craft or supplies would hate to have the cannon’s activate and blast somepony because of said breach attempts.” I said.
“That seems reasonable the security checkpoint inside the gate will be where we will collect your ammo you will get it all back when you leave Let them through conduct your business with Dj Pon3 and get I do not want to have an issue having you here.” He said 
The Chief looked to Homage and next time he gets an appointment with somepony in advance as I'm sure this was if you're here to greet them please be kind enough to inform us in security.” He said.
We passed through the outer gate another Unicorn walked out her horn flashed and every clip round and missile was located and removed from our weapon system she whistled loudly “Damn Lady you are loaded for bear I do not think I have seen so much AP rounds in my life.” She said The Chief heard that comment walked back and Looked at the ammo and his eyebrow raised. “This is military grade ammo where the buck did you get this ammo?” He asked.
I sighed. “I told you already Chief I am a military officer that ammo was in a hooflocker next to where I woke up was my Ammo for my Sniper and minigun and missile pods”. I said 
“Now if you're done With the third degree we would like to get our business concluded Corporal stand guard over the equipment Myself or Storm will come by to relieve you should you wish to acquire any supplies like ammo we did not have a lot of ammo on hoof for you battle saddle might be able to get some more. If that is okay with you Chief are we permitted to purchase supplies that we are low on?” I asked him after I finished giving Misty orders which she saluted me with a yes ma’am. 
“What sort of supplies are you looking for?” He asked I responded with  “Medical Supplies and the Corporal could use more ammo for her shotgun battle saddle other than that we will be fine.” I said, 
“I do not see any problem with getting medical supplies munitions she will need to see me in the security office.” He said. After we got through the secondary gate all but Misty I took my portable headset and placed it in my ear. “Corporal can you hear me?” I asked. 
“Yes Ma’am.” came the response. “Good keep us informed of anything.” I said. “Yes Ma’am.” Misty said.
Homage looked at me. “Is that necessary?” She asked.
I looked at her. “Tell me Homage would you trust somepony you hardly know with equipment that could mean the very survival of thousands if not hundreds of thousands of ponies should that equipment be damaged or stolen?” Answered her question with one of my own. That caused her to pause. I looked at her with a serious face. “I’m not joking I am deadly serious when it comes to doing my job.” I said. 
“Before you ask no I can not tell you what I mean by that because until I know what is all going on I do not know who I can trust who is a friend or foe I am after all from a different time I fought in the war I was born before the war I wasn’t always a military officer I was what most pegasi where Weather ponies controlling the weather around Equestria was such a beautiful place full of life friendship and most of all peace. I was content to work the weather around PonyVille Living my life with my loved ones raising a family but thing changed quickly one day I was happy about to set up arrangements with the pony I loved for marriage the next thing I know they're dead killed in a massacre. I joined so nopony would feel the pain I felt My Friend and Mentor a pony I Idolized was Rainbow Dash a mare of unparalleled Loyalty helped me through the pain of my loss I enlisted and joined her shortly after I got out of basic training the ministries were formed and I joined Rainbow in the formation of the shadowbolts I rose quickly in the ranks My second in command Captain Storm Wing has been with me since I joined before the advancement and integration of power armor into combat Storm was my spotter I was a sniper always have been. I helped design this armor and test it this is the prototype armor. 200 years and 6 days ago. The Captain and I were in charge of an experimental facility when the megaspells fell we all entered what was for all intensivperpases a deep sleep like state they called it suspended animation we were alive but asleep. We went to sleep woke up to this the wasteland we knew of disgruntlement within the pegasi. Was the start of the enclave I am assuming I did talk with a dashit… and got information on the enclave info that made me ashamed to be a pegasus so you can see why I would blow up at being called a enclave officer when I talked to the dashit I told him if he called me an enclave pony I would blow his ear off he never did. I am not going to beat around the bush here Homage I am on a mission to help Equestria one of protection and aid as my oath to the princesses demands I have never been disloyal to Equestria. Equestria is my home to see her so hurt and sick. It hurts to know that to me and the Captain was last week we had a Picnic with Ditzy and her daughters in a field of flowers under the blue and clear sky sun shining down on us and the next thing we know we are seeing a destroyed and sick land under the cover of a thick clouds. To know that everypony you know is gone family friends loved ones all gone and to lose all my ponies in the process 17 years ago and not know it. Until we awoke.” I said with a sad smile on my face.
I have looked at Homage then looked around Twilights little sanctuary and sighed. “It has been awhile since I have seen this place last time I was here was a not the brightest day was in fact a dreary day one you just wish would go away and never come back there are things I wish I could do over again things I would like to fix say something that would change what happened. There is no changing the past what could I do differently what could I say to get through to a friend who needed sleep to step back for a moment hang out with friends instead of staying to do nothing but get frustrated because something wasn’t working right. Twilight Sparkle brilliant as she was didn’t realize that to really solve a problem was to sleep the more she overworked herself the more stress she was under. I remember having to call in Fluttershy sometimes to get Twilight just to sleep. Memories both good and bad I was lucky and honored to call them my friends.” I said. 
“Can I ask you something?” Homage asked. 
“Well you just did but ok.” I replied. 
“Ok why was it so important to go through that whole debacle at the gate?” Homage asked.
“Ah that well for one military protocol two because of the nature of the equipment. It is important like I said earlier I can not go into more detail then that. I can say that I will not abandon Equestria. Equestria needs me in truth Equestria needs all of us each and every single one of us. Equestria is hurt bloodied bruised and bleeding. Equestria needs ponies like The stable Dweller who will stand up and do the right thing and help others Ponies that will give a helping hoof to somepony in need. 200 years ago Equestria was fractured wedges driven between the tribes of ponies The Pegasi The Earth Ponies and The Unicorns No pony was better than another we were all equal had the same rights sure some could do things better than the others that doesn’t mean that they were better than the other tribes.” I paused thinking for a moment. 
“Let me ask you something Homage. Do you know the story of hearths warming eve the founding of Equestria?” I asked. 
Homage seemed lost in thought. “Only bits and pieces.” She said.
“Alright let’s start by saying this Back before the founding of Equestria the tribes of ponies were not friends they worked together out of necessity not out of friendship the unicorns would use their magic to raise the sun and moon so that the earth ponies would have the sun for growing of crops the pegasi proud warriors like would bring the rain the crops would need. Then one year it was colder than normal crops were failing earth and unicorn alike blamed the pegasi for the cold weather the earth ponies blamed the Unicorns for not doing their job both unicorn and pegasi blamed the earth ponies of hogging all the food. Each tribe blamed the others fighting broke out Pegasi raided earth pony villages and unicorn did the same each claiming they had the right to the food so each went their separate ways looking for a new land to claim as there own they all came to what became equestria they started to fight almost as soon as they saw each other. The same thing that happened at the old land began to happen here the hate and anger the leaders of the three tribes had for one another was giving power to a creature known as a windigo the windigos feed off strife and hate gained strength from it in fact but friendship could defeat them three ponies One earth one unicorn and one pegasus pony showed the way the fire of friendship also known as the magic of friendship was able to Defeat a foe that was freezing the land because of the hate in the leaders hearts Clover the CLever Smart Cookie and Private Pansy showed the way accords were made and the unification of the tribes happened than Celestia and Luna came showing that they embodied all three tribes they all agreed that they should rule the land and Equestria was born for many years peace reigned. The tribes helped each other worked together equestria prospered all because a spark of friendship between three ponies one of each tribe lead the way.” I said. 
“Almost sounds like unity something that redeye preaches about. But what you describe is different then what he preaches he’s also is the head of the slavers that have been getting more aggressive there base from what I can determine is based in Fillydelphia I can’t tell you much more than that.” Homage said. 
“So Redeye and this Supposed Goddess are threats.” I said getting a nod from Homage.
“Hmmm. wonder where Dj Pon3? Am I not to be speaking to him?” I asked
Homages horn glowed. “Welcome To the MASEBS General.” Homage said.
“Why am so surprised Of course Dj Pon3 is a hermit probably does interviews through you if at all. So Dj what can you tell me that’s going on the one thing I do not have is Information I will give you some of my story in return. Be Careful when mentioning us on the airwaves. My unit is an intel and reconnaissance unit. Besides myself I have 2 ponies maybe 3 under my command when I had 200 plus all additional personnel perished 17 years ago. So In essence I am rebuilding my Unit. Equipment has been recovered that is vital to the mission at hoof. I need a few good ponies willing to stand up and assist others. I will more than likely will need to take a moment to train some ponies in combat but it’s to be expected no true means to improve oneself without expending a lot of caps on ammo to improve your capability with a firearm or battle saddle.” I said before saying over com’s. “Status report Corporal?” 
“All clear Ma’am nothing to report.” Misty replied.
“Good Keep me appraised.” I said. 
“You said you're looking for ponies willing to assist others out of the goodness of their hearts not for what that maybe can get them.” Homage said I nodded at her question. 
“I am afraid that there are not many ponies out there at least from reports I get from time to time willing to assist another pony without some form of compensation most ponies out there do merc work good pay not a lot would help just for nothing.” Homage said. 
I placed a hoof on my chin in thought.  Should I offer Homage some hope that I can give. Even provide because of our base.   “I need to speak with the captain for a moment is there someplace we can talk without being overheard Not that I don’t trust you Homage it is something that I have to discuss with my second in command about.” I said getting a nod from the unicorn mare. 
“Storm there is a lot going on here more than we realise. Homage seems to be the honest type telling the truth no matter how much it hurts. If the things we have seen and the info Littlepip and Calamity gave us something big is going on. Whatever it is has gotten Homage scared I want to offer her support I want to give her Hope that we can help. Do you think we can trust her?” I asked.
Storm looked lost in thought for a moment. “ Yes as long as we get a promise from her or an oath of secrecy that nopony is to learn what we tell her not the ponies of the wasteland until we have the means to really make a difference.” Storm said I smiled. And nodded. “My thoughts exactly.” I replied.
“Homage.” I said getting her attention. “We are going to tell you something, but you have to swear an oath to keep what is about to be said a secret nopony can know about it or it can be abused or destroyed at some point we will release the information your about to learn but for now nopony can know about it.” I said with a voice of steel and face that spoke of how serious I was taking this. 
Homage gulped “I swear to Celestia that I will not reveal any information you may share with me to anypony not approved to have it unless specified by you this I Swear an Oath of secrecy until such time as my lips are unsealed.” Homage said with conviction and determination.
“Homage Storm and I are not standard Equestrian Military I’m sure you guessed that already by now. I am who I said I am A General in the Equestrian Military but I am covert ops black ops and Reconnaissance and assassination if called for. Storm WIng and I are operatives of the Ministry of Awesome. We take orders directly from Rainbow Dash and Princesses Celestia and Luna. any other military officer is to obey any order I give regardless of my rank I could be the lowest ranked pony and I would have near as much authority as Princess Luna herself. I do not use this authority often only ever had to do so once and that was to save the ships and crew of 3 other vessels from being wiped out. No pony questioned me again after that. The punishment for High Treason and selling out the whole task force to the enemy was death. It was carried out right then and there when it was discovered. Getting off track here. The place Storm and I awoke in was my base a base Equestria doesn’t Know exists no record of its construction was ever made only 6 ponies knew of its existence you're looking at two of them Rainbow Dash, Applebloom, Princess Celestia and Princess Luna are the only ponies who knew of its existences Applebloom agreed to have the memory of the location and construction removed. The ponies that served as my staff the 200 were brought in under sleep conditions all equipment that would track the location of said base was scrambled tracking devices if any were fried. The base was a Stable that had Two missions I can say this it was recon and intel possible strategic assault here and there but base was 6 months old when the worst case happened and its secondary mission kicked in. This base has 27 floors 2 of which are dedicated to Hydroponics the second floor is a Medical Hydroponics garden that is planted with everything that is needed to make potions healing elixirs radaway medx and  most medical herbs. The main hydroponics garden can support up to a million ponies if done right. It has manufacturing capability. One  floor completely for weapon and defence ammunition and other equipment, It has a hangar bay to launch and recover raptors thunderheads and other sky ships even build them should we have the parts needed. 2 decks alone for education ranging from math to engineering to science and biology to military training and medical training. The equipment I have the corporal guarding is to get the special project that was nearly completed only needed two things to be finished the 200 personnel that died was my crew and team the rest of the bases staff was being trained and screened. When the bombs fell We locked everything down secured everything Sealed the armory activated the Automated maintenance and security systems. The second function of my base was to help rebuild Equestria and help her recover We found out the location of where the remaining equipment that we needed was located Everything in those two wagons is equipment that will help me help Equestria and her ponies. I can not run the base alone I need help hence the reason I said I do not know who is a friend and who is a foe. For buck sakes I do not know if telling you this is the right thing or not.” I said with a sigh. 
Homage was staring at me with her jaw hanging loose but there was a fire of hope in her eyes.
“Is this true do you have access to such things. Be able to provide food for hundreds to thousands of ponies who could use fresh foods to really teach ponies history engineering manufacturing providing real schools?” Homage asked I nodded and she squealed.
“Can you see why I am being careful with who I tell this too I can not let just anypony have access to it without having personnel who will be loyal and true to Equestria protecting said resources can’t let it fall to ponies like the Steel Rangers who would use it not for the betterment of the wasteland but for their own twisted goals. Can’t let this Redeye pony get his hooves on this. We have to be careful with what we do have should it be damaged Destroyed Equestria could truly suffer a greater fall than it already has we are alive we can rebuild and recover. I am only one pony. I can not do this alone. The location of my base is secret and must remain so I can not hope to do this all by myself. The wasteland survival guide Ditzy wrote will be added to the Mainframe at the base it is a valuable guide to how to survive out here. Traders will be highly needed to move supplies around full convoys of traders  with guards to protect them Bringing food clean water to towns cities and villages. The project that was being worked on can now be finished and will be a great boon to the wasteland, but there is one little problem.” I said.
“And that Is?” Homage asked.
“Personnel. The 200 ponies that went into stasis with us and died 17 years ago was the crew for said project. I will need to train ponies to work the controls the systems and how to be effective in combat should we need to enter a battle or defend somepony. Aerial combat is not easy you have so much to keep an eye out for unlike ground combat you have altitude horizontal vertical planes to keep an eye of. You have to compensate for the ship's air speed targets air speed and other things have to kept track of not just point and shoot and hope you hit your target it’s a whole different playing field.” I said.
“So this project was some sort of airship?” Homage asked.
“Not just any airship Homage a prototype for a stealth Raptor Dragon Killer class Military Ship Heavily armed and armored fast agile able to take out a dragon witch would take quite a bit of military strength to kill or drive off. Dragons are hard to kill I have faced dragons in the line of duty and have even taken out Zebra snipers that would ride on the dragons to support them so they can do whatever the job they were sent to do without fear of being overwhelmed by Defenders trying to take them out.” Navigation and weapon power matrix regulator was needed to complete the ship I now have them, The raptor can be completed and be fully operational just need to find the ponies I can train to crew her effectively. Plus I need to find ponies to operate the bases equipment need ponies who are willing to work the Hydroponic gardens who will be able to help spread the foods grown there around to the settlements. I need ponies that i can work with and trust to help set up supply lines create convoys with guards making sure that they make it to the settlements town and cities bring food water medical supplies and knowledge.” I said. 
“I do what I can to help you in any way possible.” Homage said.
“Homage I know that ponies are needing help that settlements cities and so on need assistance I need ponies I would be able to trust to send out on missions If i'm stuck training everything at once it will be a long time before everything pays off. I need to at least get ponies I can train in the fields that can be taught. So they can teach others. I need to train trainers so I can be out there helping. I need somepony that I can leave In charge. I need to get the Bases communications equipment operational So orders can be carried passed along to the ponies out in the field. This would have been easier had my ponies survived. I can not give up I have a duty to Equestria a mission too complete to protect and help rebuild Equestria I will not let this wasteland defeat me. I am only One Pony but a pony That will help others not out of duty but because its the right thing to do no matter what tribe a pony is Earth Unicorn Pegasi we all are ponies EUP. United we are stronger Divided we will fail and fall each and every single pony has things to offer Pegasi can control the weather earth ponies have unparalleled ability to grow things healthily yet quickly. Unicorns can offer thing of the arcane that the other tribes lack not one tribe is better than the others when it comes down to it We are ALL PONIES no matter how you look at it take the horns off Unicorns and wings off pegasi and what you get an earth pony add a pair of wings and or horn to a earth pony what do you get A pegasus or unicorn.” I said.
“Those are some strong words you just spoke General. They are so true too no pony is better than another unicorns can use magic pegasi can fly and earth ponies have great strength get all three working together in harmony would be great to heal the damage mend the heart of the land supporting one another to accomplish a goal to better our chances of survival. Helping each other out to better ourselves not to fight amongst each other. And what of the pegasi who have not been seen often yet seem to be everywhere.” Homage said. 
“I do not have any answers to that question Homage and it saddens me that I may very well be forced to fight ponies of my own tribe who have been misguided or lead to think they are better than anypony else if that was true the wasteland would already be a safe place to live in. Also everything I said will take time it isn’t an instant fix training can take years to teach properly. We have medical training manuals as well as the autodocs and Medical droids to who can Teach ponies how to do medical procedures. That alone is eight years of study and knowledge to learn not everything can be healed with a healing potion. Sure it helps to have them but to be a true medical pony it would take years of study years of learning to be certified as a Doctor. Right now I am focused on things that can help now. The hydroponics are in operation being tended by droids that pack water and grow the food that Myself and Team have been eating. Even we have cut down on things we would not wish to give up. I offer a lot of things. That will take time to get set in place Caravans and Convoys can easily be set up training guards for said caravans and convoys can again be done pretty quickly. Training a pony to fire a weapon or in any weapon doesn’t take too long but still requires some time a month at least getting ponies that would be willing to be guards for a convoy or caravan can easily be arranged I know one such caravan owner. If she passes the reins of the caravan over to her fillies who are residents of this tower I could easily set up a supply route with Tenpony If i can get ponies that will be willing to be trained say I get 10-20 ponies I can train them how to fight how to defend themselves and how to protect within a few weeks to a month I can have ponies that have training and survival training. Weapons and armor that are not going to fail on them. With 24 pegasi I can have an area green and radiation free for cropland that is provided I have earth and unicorns as well helping with that Training Pegasi how to manage the weather will be easy for me and Storm to teach don’t need to have Droid to teach that. I was the weather manager for PonyVille when Rainbow Dash Joined the military after the Gem pirate incident. I know about weather control that is why I’m not to happy and ashamed to be a pegasus pony seeing what my fellow pegasi did to Equestria.” I said.
“If you do not mind me asking why do you say that?” Homage asked causing both me and Storm to flinch slightly as if smacked.
“The sun the sky the moon and stars Equestria needs them. Without that eternal cloud cover Equestria could still have been green and healthy with a few pockets here and there of radiation and tant as you call it. IMP or Impaired Metamorphoses Potion a project of this very ministry and being tested at Marapony when the magaspells fell. The goal of this test was to create an alicorn was Twilights hope that with the use of this potion she created we would be able to force an end to the war with an army of alicorns capable of casting High Level spells. With these Alicorns I’ve been hearing about it seems like some of it was successful. If it is a good thing I don’t know The Stable Dweller has faced one Killed it but after it threatened to kill them and feed them to the foals that were enslaved in Old Appleloosa Did it with a bit of heavy lifting simple levitation She dropped a Box car on it.” I said trying to keep a straight face at remembering that story Littlepip told me I failed and laughed along with Storm Wing and Homage. 
“Really a box car?” Homage asked.
“That is what she said when I spoke to her when we passed Junction R-7 near shattered hoof she was setting up something for there new home. To protect it while they're traveling from what I understand they were going to be heading here to Tenpony for what reason I have no clue. “ I said. 
“Hmmm. anyway Is there a means to contact you should I have something for you?” Homage asked. 
“Well if you are willing to grant me access to the EBS I can set up a direct com line with you only use it if needed otherwise could be possibly tracked. The Towers that are broadcasting you around the wasteland are part of a MAW project and are linked with each other by the central spp tower which no pony has access to only three ponies had access to that hub and from what I have seen and or heard none of them survived. Rainbow Dash was hunted by the Pegasi Princesses Celestia and Luna were in Canterlot when it was hit. They were the only 3 ponies that had access to the Central SPP Hub. The shield around the hub would only allow certain ponies in and equipment. When Cloudsdail was hit the pegasi abandoned Equestria Storm and I heard the Recall orders on our Com systems from what was Pegasi High Command none of the pegasi in our unit responded to that recall they closed the sky with clouds to protect from what I understand was the last pegasi cities and pegasi literally trapping the fallout from the megaspells below the clouds should the clouds have not stayed equestria wouldn't be a wasteland would have been able to recover naturally. But with the cloud cover the air currents changed and picked up Celestia and Luna could not drop that shield they had up even after the device was used in Canterlot what you refer to as pink cloud also known by Me and Storm as the Littlehorn agent. The Zebras wanted that shield and the traitors are probably the only reason Luna and Celestia are not here today they are probably in spirit considering the moon and sun are still there rising and setting.” I said with a sad sigh. 
Homage to looked sad. “Is that why you said you are ashamed to be a pegasus?” She asked.
Taking a deep breath letting it out. “Partly there are things that also contribute to that. Dashits for one are ponies I wish I could help free before somepony brands them. The Dashit I met gave us information about the enclave they have all the Equestrian Airships and warships and seege Platforms that are flight based. Every Military commander in the airguard abandoned Equestria. Raptors Thunderheads all fled every single one of them either through mutiny or because they believed that it was right to abandon the princesses in their time of need and not help save as many ponies as possible like the bulk of the military forces did Helping evacuate citizens to stables and so on all across the nation when the shield fell from what i surmise did happen eventually the winds and took the pressurized air from the city and spread the fallout all across the remaining area’s with the winds being high a huge wall of pink would have been washed over a lot of ground probably as far as Ponyville.From what I can see when We left Canterlot is still there but probably a death zone to anypony except maybe ghouls.” I said. 
“Feral Canterlot ghouls are hard to kill.” Homage said. 
“So there are types of ghouls?” I asked. 
“Sure there are the ones that are still sane Like Ditzy then you got your normal ghoul again like Ditzy that are not sane Feral then you got Canterlot Ghouls and Feral Canterlot Ghouls they're harder to kill some are sane others are not but they take a lot more to kill one best way to make sure a ghoul is dead decapitate them it’s pretty much the only way to kill a Canterlot ghoul they will fall down then you hear a sound and next thing you know there attacking again removing the head is the only thing anypony that has faced a Canterlot ghoul has said.” Homage said.
“Thank you for that tidbit of information good to know.” I said. 
Getting on the Com unit. “Standing orders for all Feral Ghoul encounters blow the heads off remove them completely.” I said getting a response back by Misty “Yes Ma’am.” 
“Anyway Homage it was good talking to you again not a word of what you learned is to be said to anypony I know there is a group here that runs this tower. Descendants of the MAS Personnel  that survived when the magaspells went off the shields held which is a good thing this tower is important I have a feeling don’t ask me how but I think this place has a role to play in the near future only time will tell. I will help anypony out that I can while traveling We do need ponies I want to help as many as possible.” I said. 
“Before you go can you set that link up?” Homage said I nodded and followed her to EBS once there I quickly selected the correct lines linking a com line with my Pipbuck and the tortoise.
“Ok that should work I have used an encryption key given to me by Rainbow Dash that can secure a line from all recording device I have set it up to do so each time you select that com line will tie me in I will get an alert on the Pipbuck and com systems in the Tortoise when you activate that line again use it briefly I have no clue if the enclave can monitor the broadcasts you send out. If so then they already are aware of me and my team but not where we came from.” I said getting a nod from her after showing her what button to push to talk to me.
“Storm please go relieve the Corporal so she can get some more ammo and other things I’m going to find Daisy and see How she is doing after that I will see about getting us some medical supplies that we are low on and go from there.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing. 
“Oh better yet tell her to get what she needs but Wait for me when it comes to dealing with that old coot of a security chief.” I said.
“Will do Ma’am.” Storm Replied with a crisp salute which a returned.
Storm and I returned to the lift to go back down to the main floor. 
“I do not know Stormy We do not know what is going on with this Redeye pony we know about some of the dangers the wasteland has Hellhounds tant other things Slavers Raiders Enclave and Steel Rangers. Just looks like our job just gets more and more troubling and dangerous.” I said to my friend. 
“I know Cj we have to push through it and work with what we got to work with there are ponies that will pull together once they figure that there are ponies who are willing to help.” Storm Wing said as the doors opened we went our separate ways for the time being. 
It wasn’t hard to find the Armorer shop considering there was a parked wagon in front of it. I walked in through the open doors and found Daisy holding two Mares in a hug while they were crying. Daisy noticed me entering. “Girls I want you to meet one of the mares that saved me and escorted me here. Before I do though there has been talk between you father and I for some time now as you are aware even when you two were growing up traveling with us. Before you decided to live here and work your shop remember how I would always try and help ponies while we were in a town or city?’ She asked.
“Yes mom we do remember that we also know that you like to help ponies we do to when we are able to that’s why we have our shop and send our wares out with you and dad to sell around but why talk about this now after learning everything thats happened to you.” The two asked.
“The ponies that helped Misty and I are from an old group like I was apart of before I met your father Not the Steel Rangers but a Military group that was thought to be lost and not around anymore Two ponies of this group survived and woke up the day before meeting us they helped us repaired our weapons gave Misty a new weapon even helped her learn the ins and outs of maintaining said weapon Misty joined their group at New Appleloosa She got new armor and a battle saddle that quite frankly scares the buck out of me. I’ve never been really good with the business of traders life I guarded our caravan more than I was a partner in it though I learned quite a bit from your father. I failed. I failed again lost the stallion that I held dear. I can not let another pony I care about get hurt I want to pass the reins for the caravan to you girls and join Misty in helping to protect Ponies like I swore an oath to do when I joined the Steel Rangers. Only to learn that they had misinterpreted the oaths meaning as one not to protect ponies or tribles as they call the wastelanders but to protect the technology of the Ministry any tech not just stuff from MWT but all tech the would kill somepony just because they refused to leave their home often times killing entire population of a stable still in closed operation. Or so I have heard it has happened before just so the stables equipment could be acquired. I swore to help ponies not kill and steal from them.” Daisy said to her girls. 
“Mom you want to fulfil that oath don’t you and joining this group will help you do so?” One asked.
“Yes Sunshine. It would allow me to put my full training to use and the knowledge I know from my time as a ranger would benefit them greatly plus i would get to wear armor that would protect me better than most armors can. Even yours but will not stop ap ammo not many armors are able to stop that type of ammunition.” Daisy said. 
“I take it that wagon you parked up front is what’s left of the caravan and the supplies you where to deliver here at Tenpony? Did you manage to get what we asked for?” The other one said.
“Yes to both questions Rosey. The wagon is a gift from the group and has been armored and has the room to place everything in an organized fashion with room to spare plus they offered assistance should you require it be it in training ponies as guard escorts to even escorting themselves.” Daisy said. 
“I see so we are going to have a caravan wagon helpful ponies to escort us should we need it and what if we have left of dad is on the wagon is last run.” Sunshine said. 
I watched quietly noticed that Sunshine took after her mother in coat and Rosey was more of a rose coloration in mane and tail with a pinkish coat. Kind of reminds me of Roseluck one of the flower trio. 
“Girls I wouldn’t be any good taking your father’s place sure I know trading from your father I know guarding because of training I have always been wanting to help everypony I can our last run I was only able to get a few ponies to come with us on the trip Misty as always was there she was dependable was willing to help because it was the right thing to do not necessarily for the caps. Like most I have to Higher for guard work mercs are not cheap when it comes to guard duty always want to have some upfront to equip or get ammo or repairs for armor or what not.” Daisy said. “I will not abandon you girls I love you. So much that's why I want to help them so we do not lose more caravans or even the few convoys that form up from time to time at the moment there is only three ponies I would make four I want to help not just one but all that can be helped. If i had the proper equipment He would still be with us the Ambush would have failed but instead we were caught unprepared had no warning first round took out him and betsy down then took the other guards we went for cover then the group showed up saved me and Misty taking out the raiders. That ended everything. I have to move on.” Daisy said. 
“Ok mom we'll figure something out on getting the caravan going again after all we got ponies who depend on it. I do not fully understand what it is that is troubling you mom but I’ll do what I can to help.” Sunshine and Rosey said. 
“Girls like I said there is somepony I would like you to meet.” Daisy said pointing a hoof at me. 
The two mares turned and looked at me They both Cocked an eyebrow and walked towards me then around me examining my armor.
“Power Armor, Pegasi Power Armor light durable scout classification. Yet the weaponry equipped suggests assault and ranged doesn’t look like standardized Enclave armors I have seen in books.” Rosey and Sunshine said. 
I couldn’t help it and Laughed. “Boy do you two remind me of some friends I had back in the day to put your minds at ease This is a prototype fully powered armor that only 50 were thought to have been produced. It has the same protective capability as the Steel Rangers Armor yet is light and agile for a pegasus to wear Normally standard weaponry are Nova surge Rifles and missile pods depending on the training of the users of the armor. I am not enclave so I would not like to be called one I am equipped for Long Range and heavy Tactical support on my right I have a .50 Cal Anti Machine Rifle and Nova surge rifle on my left a 7.0 mm Minigun and of course my missile pods. Oh before i forget my manners I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard a pleasure to meet the two of you.” I said to the stunned Mares 
“The Equestrian Airguard are you from the war?” Rosey asked.
“Yes I am. So is my Second in Command Captain Storm Wing. We were placed in kind of a cold deep sleep that finally ended about a week ago 200 other ponies went through the same process we did and woke up 17 years ago only to die trapped in the room they were in because of a forced jammed door. Met your mother shortly after leaving been traveling the wasteland since then.” I said. 
“Oh and before you say anything this armor weighs more powered down then it does powered up. The enchantments placed on the armor allow me to use all of my abilities as a pegasus like cloudwalk and manipulate clouds and not fall through them when landing on them. You could in fact throw me with little trouble.” I said. 
“Oh there you are Ma’am.” says a voice behind me as Misty came around to stand next to me. 
“Damn guards took my ammunition the moment the Captain relieved me giving all the ammunition back to the Captain that was hers.” Misty said. 
“Well it is there job Corporal after all.” I said.
“Hi Rosey, Sunshine How you two doing?” Misty asks.
“Misty Sparks.” both Rosey and Sunshine said before walking and inspecting the armor. “Mid power reinforced and enhanced Unicorn Armor. Heavy Assault combat shotguns very rare shotguns if I’m not mistaken.” Rosey said with comments from Sunshine. 
I laughed getting one from Daisy and Misty too. “Oh boy this is fun just wait until you see your mother in her armor Should we come back which will be more likely provided that damn old coot  doesn’t stop us from even coming in Misty had to stand guard of our equipment was more afraid somepony may try something but regs also required that i post a guard.” I said. 
“Oh you shouldn’t have to worry about that nothing would have happened to your gear or equipment one of the laws here is no stealing theft anypony caught doing anything raider like is executed if you're a resident or band from the tower if it is a guest.” Sunshine said. 
That made my ears twitch as well as my eye. “What!” I exclaimed.
“The law states that a resident is executed should they perform acts of banditry raider like or slavery as residents we are to be a shining example that we will not stand for their barbaric ways.” Rosey said. 
“Okey that one way of putting a halt on things but still there is a better way of going about it then outright killing the offender.” It is not my place to judge though.” I said. 
“Girls why don’t we unpack the wagon so we can talk more about this I’m sure the General here will talk to you about it too.” Daisy said. 
“In regards to the Caravan yes I am willing to train personnel to be guards for the caravan and offer you a business opportunity with the caravan you could make it a convoy offering many types of goods from food stuffs to weapons and ammo to armor. I have at my disposal to supply such things. I just need ponies who I can train to guard such a convoy 20 at most to cover the convoy would take a few weeks to train them a month at the most. But they be guards for said convoy and part of the group under my command they wouldn’t need ammunition because I would provide such depending on the size of the convoy Possibilities of adding a armored and armed craft to help protect convoy might be possible. This is all of course things that can happen.” I said. 
“What would this cost us though running a caravan is not cheap guard escorts alone can be tough to do even on a good run plus there isn’t a group out there willing to do what you are suggesting we do.” Sunshine said. 
“I am not a merc nor am I a pony out to cheat ponies out of there pay I am able to do things that no pony can and offer things nopony can because of what I am an Equestrian Military General that is Sworn to protect the ponies of Equestria. I will be providing them with the gear ammunition and weapons that would be used to defend the convoy from attacks they would avoid high trouble routes taking a more safer route to the destination each ponie of the guard team would be equipped with gear that would not only help them fight they would be in armor that allows them to move quickly not tire them out but still has them using their skills effectively each pony I train will be trained in the use of a weapon best suited to them Sniper for me long range has always been a thing for me. They will be effective with said weapons and as long as the convoy is making trips they can gather up raw materials that could be used effectively like scrap metal fuses anything that would be considered junk could be offloaded. To be repurposed. I do not offer this lightly. Your mother knows of what I speak of she has agreed to keep it a secret until it is truly able to be properly and fully used.” I said.
“So you would provide security for this caravan or convoy and all your asking is to provide you with junk and scrap metal that me and my sister use in our business of making armor.” Rosey said. 
“I will not take from you what you need to do business with here in Tenpony by no means should i have the ponies needed they would be guarding the caravan convoy with the best that the military can provide in weapons and armor I might not a lot of armors that would be good as mine or your mother’s armor most armor i have that is an equal is for pegasi I need to get a few things out of the deal to you would be making a profit on this I am getting material that I will need to have stock of at some point so why not stockpile it scrap metal fuses other things I will draw up a list of things that will be a requirement at some point. You would be getting food medical weapons ammunition even water to trade and barter with to help ponies in need. Traders merchants caravan owners they each have a part to play they bring things others need that can help them survive and protect what's theirs, Equestria needs ponies willing to help bring things that can help them.” I said.
“We shall think about it sounds like you have more going on then you have ponies to help.” they said. 
“Girls You have no Idea how much of a headache the road I have ahead of me is I have literally 3 ponies under my command when I am supposed to have a thousand I had 200 but that ended 17 years ago would have been easier had they survived or was able to wake me but they couldn’t. So I have ponies to train in fields that are not easy to learn that can take many years to fully train ponies to do training guards are easy once you know what to train them in and they pick up on it simple after that. Things I can teach ponies though takes time I can’t just clap my hooves and say some silly words and poof it happens and done doesn’t work that way no matter how we look at it things will take time to put into full effect.” I said getting nods from the girls. 
“That we can agree with time is not always kind when things like this are being worked out we still have to figure out how we would run the caravan since mom has officially hoofed us the reins of it to us so to speak. Sunshine said. 
“I understand believe me I told your mother several times to think and talk things out with you she knows about what I am able to accomplish and is sworn to secrecy If you do decide to give it a try and want to have us protect your investment Slip a message to Homage Dj Pon3 assistant to notify us we will make arrangements to meet up. So we can discuss what happens then. If you do higher ponies to protect the caravan I’ll offer them the means to do the job better than anypony has ever been able to just make sure the message slip has To General on it that way she knows how to give it to me I’ll inform her myself that I made this arrangement with you.” I said getting a nod from them. 
“Daisy why not spend time with your fillies Misty and I have some supply shopping to do.” I said as I looked around at the armor and clothes. 
“See anything you like General?” Rosey asked. 
Giggling “No sorry just an old habet I tend to look at things especially when it comes to clothes I see a lot of things that have been found in decent shape I take it you use what you have available when making something.” I said getting a nod. 

“We do make things brand new so to speak our own designs Sunny and I would wonder around looking for anything fabric wise we would sometimes find bolts of fabrics intact and in good shape we would save them for special orders My sister and I work together to make an armor I normally am the one making the barding she provides the armor sheets after forging metal plates for said barding unless it’s completely out of metal and only need clothe padding to prevent chaffing. Sometimes we enjoy competing with each other just to see what we can do.” Rosey said.   
“Well girls I might just have to stop back in but we do have shopping to do.” I said getting nods of understanding. 
Turning to Misty. “Let’s go corporal let’s check the clinic first I have to compose myself before I deal with that old coot.” I said getting a nod.
The Clinic wasn’t too hard to find. As we entered I looked at the clinic name helping hoof. A Earth pony stallion stepped up. “How may I help you I am Dr Helping hoof.” The buck said. 
I looked at him then Looked at Misty then back to Him and try as i might I could not help but Laugh. The buck looked put on sometime. 
“Sorry Dr. But I met the doctor that started The helping Hoof clinic’s and She was a very special pony took a lot of guts to put a drug rehabilitation clinic near the MoM hub wasn’t widely known that Pinkie Pie didn’t like the contraband laws passed and was an Addict of PTM’s something she made herself. So taking the name Helping hoof, at least I assumed you changed your name.” I said he nodded. “ Anyway we came in to Buy some supplies medical supplies we have a long trip ahead of us but we will not take anything that you are required to have also Should you be interested Talk to Dj Pon 3’s assistant I might be able to assist you with some medical training I have learned during Basic training back during the war. I am just a Field Medic but that is a lot more closer to being certified doc then most from what I seen so far.” I said. 

“You were around since the war?” He looked concerned.
Shaking my head I sighed Taking my helmet off “Sorry about that it’s easier for me to keep the helmet on that way I do not forget it I am not a ghoul and I am not Enclave so don’t even start on that load of pony pies.” I said.
“Oh well that’s good to know.” Helping hoof said 
“Oh yes the medical supplies. Well I have a few things that I can barter with plus we can offer a vast selection of spells for unicorns including medical spells like healing mending anesthetic spells. And so on.” Said the buck. 
“Really you sell spells here?” I asked. 
“Well teaching of spells more like it my assistant Hearts Bloom is somewhat gifted when it comes to magic he has learned every spells he has read almost.” The doc said. 
“I see so this unicorn Hearts Bloom can teach a spell to a unicorn that might be useful.” I Looked at MIsty. 
“Misty would you be willing to try learning some Medical magic?” I asked her.
“I can definitely see the advantages of being able to cast a healing spell or even a mending spell I’ll give it a shot not sure of what spells I learn but I’ll give it a Shot.” She said. 
Misty went with Hearts Bloom to learn some spells three main spells she went after was Healing Anesthetic and mending. She did learn them had quite the knack it seems to learn the spells. 
Anyway as Misty was learning magic I was bartering with the Doc for medical supplies managed to get a few potions radaway and medx. That was about it so I thank him for his time and had to Pull Misty away. 
“I was having fun learning Spells Ma’am Not every day I got to learn something new not many unicorns so I used to stumble upon a few like levitation and lighting the way which is just a ball of light that follows you.” MIsty said.
“Did you learn all the spells he offered up?” I asked. 
“Most of them I can cast healing, anesthetic, meding and some useful spells that usually a unicorn should know.” Misty replied.
“That is good that will be of great help to the team and so on we will check the medical spells back at base see if you can learn any of them…” I said trailing off when I spotted the Spa. 
“A Spa.” I squealed in delight. “I totally forgot that Twilight had those two here.” I said happily. 
Misty looked at me in surprise and a bit shocked. “You ok Ma’am?” She asked. 
“Yes I am have you ever been to a spa before Misty?” I asked getting a shake of her head. 
“Well then you're in for a treat.” I said as I dragged her in though the open doors. 
The two matrons of the spa where more than happy to take our caps for the full treatment. “I did have to ask if they new how to care for a pegasus wings? They did assure me that they learned but never had much opportunity to use such techniques.” I asked and they said. 
The next hour was heavenly for me after stripping out of our armors we got pampered It had been a long time since I last visited a spa. To say I was a happy filly would be an understatement. Having a hoof a cur full body massage including wings minus the erotic episode I was feeling better then I had in a long time. We left  the Spaw thanking the mares profusely. 
“My goodness that felt wonderful” Misty chimed in.
“Yes that is what I was needing I must tell Storm this So she could get a massage and a chance to relax as well they were nice and didn’t judge me or called me anything but a customer.” I said with a satisfied sigh I felt so relaxed no stiff muscles and my wings didn’t hurt but there was a slight tingle to them from the wing care which was natural.
We went to deal with the old coot for ammunition for Misty’s battle Saddle although we could pick more up when we resupplied at the base I decided it was best to have as much ammo as possible for her in case we needed to defend ourselves. 
Dealing with Chief Grim Star was not easy he was more or not trying to get ammo off us then selling us ammo. “For the Last time I will not sell or trade you our ap rounds at this time we need all the ammunition we can carry without weighing us down too much that is why we have the tortoise and a secondary wagon to carry things we will need plus things we can use as trade unfortunately we do not have any trade goods on us at this moment. Everything on the tortoise and wagon are vital equipment for the mission we have been on the moment the bombs fell and we awoke.” I said sighing. 
After an hour we got a hundred rounds for Misty’s saddle plus beanbags and Rubber bullets for my weapons surprisingly enough even for the minigun. We left quickly and Misty and I left to relieve Storm. I left Misty to guard the supplies again and dragged my long time friend to the Spa to be pampered. The look on her face an hour later was one of a very happy mare.
“Celestia it has been so long since the last time I took a moment for myself.” Storm Wing said as she put her armor back on.
“I know what you mean. Btw there Descendants of Aloe and Lotus they were here remember Twilight wanted to have a place where she could relax and It was Raritys Idea.” I said 
“No wonder they knew how to do that.” Storm said and I couldn’t help but giggle.
“Maybe we should turn in the armors for a bit and be all girly and pamper ourselves to some dresses dance the night away.” I said laughing at the look on Storm’s face. 
“Just kidding Storm You know me.” I said getting a sigh from Storm.
“Ma’am sometimes it’s hard to tell when you're joking or being serious A habit I see that you picked up from RD.” Storm said. 
“I have one stop to make got to let Homage know of an arrangement should Daisy’s girls wish to open trade routes with us at the base we will of course have to make sure we have things worth trading.” I said getting a nod from Storm in understanding.
Letting Homage know didn’t take to long taking a look at the time I sighed. “We might want to see if we can get lodging for the night. It is getting late.” I said getting a nod from Storm Wing. 
Getting lodging wasn’t hard explaining to Grim star that we had to stay the night was the hard part kind of wish I didn’t have to deal with him he was a complete jerk all he wanted was our ammunition like it was the only thing that mattered. We set up a rotation for guarding the equipment between the four of us since Daisy officially joined and was sworn in in front of her fillies. “You will get your armor when we get to where we stashed it.” I had said and she accepted the first watch. 
The night was peaceful nothing happened no security breaches no theft of ammunition attempts that was the main thing that worried me. 
Daisy said her goodbyes to her fillies and the caravan wagon was moved to the location to be stored. And we got ready to head out I took the tortoise and Storm hooked up to the Supply wagon. Homage was there to see us Off. “Dj wanted me to pass a message along to keep your eyes and ears open.” Homage said I nodded. “Will do.” I replied.
We left the tower and had all of our ammunition returned I counted it matched the registered amount for each type. We all had our armors on. As we left the sight of Tenpony Daisy hopped into the supply wagon and Misty in the tortoise and we took flight. “Ok girls first stop New Appleloosa we have to inform Ditzy that the special order is not needed anymore but can be changed to any enclave and or steel ranger gear that might be found would be helpful.” I said getting agreements from them. 
As we flew we spotted Calamity. “Hold up I spotted somepony we should speak to for a moment.” I said getting a giggle from Storm for she spotted the rather handsome stallion as well. They seemed to be making there way to something. “Hey Calamity up here.” I said catching his attention. 
“Oh hey gal’s how’s it going.” He asked. 
“Good we are on our way out of Tenpony and we spotted yea skulking around. And thought it would be a good idea to ask you a question.” I said.
“Oh what question would that be.” I asked.
“A dragon Really?” I asked. 
“Eeyup we faced a dragon killed it to but wasn’t an easy fight.” Calamity said. 
“Well be careful out there Calamity we have to places to go ponies to help.” I said.
“Will do talk to yeah later.” Calamity said. 
We flew off and took one look back was surprised when a tag on my pipbuck registered a Trixies cottage. But other than that it was so peaceful to be flying again. 
“How is everything back there Misty Daisy?” I asked. 
“Tight fit but comfy ma’am.” came Misty’s reply 
“Other than this box poking me in the flank ever shift in the wagon from time to time I can’t complain.” Daisy said that got both me and Storm to pause for a moment. 
“Daisy are you okay.” I asked. There shouldn’t be anything shifting back there.” Storm replied 
“Let’s land and check the load would hate to have something come loose and we lose it. Out the back.” I said getting a nod from Storm. 
“Prepare for Landing girls it might be a little rough terrain is not on our side. Plus I have to admit I’m getting a little tired haven’t pulled this much weight since that time in basic.” I said getting a same response from Storm. 

“Let’s take a break and eat some Lunch keep an eye out for any trouble. Plus It will give Storm WIng and I a chance to rest our wings.” I said getting agreements from Storm and affirmatives from Daisy and Misty. 
We landed as softly as we could I did hear something shift and an Owe from Daisy. 

“Sounds like something came loose How long has it been poking yea Daisy?” I asked. 
“About an Hour after we took flight I think I would have checked myself but I have not a lot of room back here to move.” She said as she came out of the supply wagon rubbing her flank. 
The box wasn’t one of the more important boxes but it was loose after checking the rest of the equipment we determined that something must of shifted just enough to loosen the box that had material for the fabrication sections of the base. Components for the ammunition and other things needed to build weapons and enchantments for weapons. After securing the boxes making sure nothing was missing nothing was but was just checking we settled down to eat was something simple since we couldn’t get to much of the food Supplies. 
We rested for an hour just keeping a lookout and talking quietly to each other about nothing to important.
“So Daisy what type of weaponry was the Armor you wore had equipped?” I asked.
“Standard Issue as far as I was aware of was a heavy ordnance Grenade Machinegun and missiles I was lucky to get one of the few left with that set up   Not many are available for use ammo is hard to get so those who are specialized in them are get the few that we have.” Daisy said. 
“Anything that didn’t have splash or could potentially cause a problem should you be in a close quarters fight?” I asked. 
“Well they did add an additional weapon for that but Never had one equipped was a rifle similar to what Calamity uses.” Daisy said why you ask?
“Just wondering the armors we have are Steel Ranger mk 1 B’s  equipped with Grenade Machineguns and missile pods customs Mind you this unit was able to customize their equipment including their armor plus all armors we were going to get where all custom able. We do have a .5 mm Minigun available for battle saddle mounting and a few other things that might be to your liking reason I asked is because I would rather not have to worry about splash damage should we get into an enclosed location and have a fight on our hooves.” I said. 
“That I can understand Ma’am Mk 1 B armor is a hard and rare armor for a Steel Ranger to have Most we get nowadays is the Mk 2 variants which is a more recent model using conventional weapons sub automatics Anti Machine rifles and other such weapons we do come across on occasion supply dumps for the rangers which had armors and or ammunitions for the weapons we would claim those quickly and secure any such supplies as quickly as we could. Other then that we just got what we could get. Or so I was told.” Daisy said I can say this much if I am spotted by Rangers in armor they will try and confiscate the armor and any equipment that I may be with I will be forced to defend myself against a fellow ranger something that is not something I would want to do.” Daisy said. 
“I understand Daisy but also understand you are not alone anymore you have a team that will help you when you're in need The motto of this unit is nopony is left behind You and Misty are a pair you two will work together Side by side as a team regardless if we are with you or not Storm and I are a team always have been we will pair off for missions to cover more ground if we have to do not forget that you to are a team don’t leave your teammate behind Do not wander away from them unless you have a reason and have informed them before hoof keep in mind this is different than steel rangers training you will work together as a unit not everypony for themselves kind of thing. Military training and yes you will be getting some additional training Daisy We will of course see what your are capable of and test you on what you would excel in That way we can see what we need to do. As for Misty she still needs to learn to use those Macs effectively.” I said getting nods from Misty and Daisy.
After we were done resting we got hitched back up and off we went flying. Looking at the Map location we were at then the location of New Appleloosa. “Looks like we're going to need to make New Appleloosa our stop for the night Hopefully we can make it before it is too late to enter town.” I said.
“Yes I was thinking the same thing.” Storm replied same as Misty and Daisy.
“I have to admit having these Pipbucks are very handy.” Daisy said.
“Yeah they are but your armors have the same things as the pipbucks.” Said Misty.
“No actually we have map and EFS we do not have the SATS well not until we had the pipbucks that is but still some of the functions of the pipbuck were added to our armors because they connected and integrated with it. Hard to explain but without the Pipbucks we would have EFS navigation map and compass showing where the adjective is We have built in coms and stuff but no Radio or SATS so that makes it nicer to have them though we do not need sats having it is helpful to know we have the option to use it.” I said Daisy confirming the same thing.
We landed shortly a 20 minute walk from the gate and hoofed it with Daisy and Misty trotting besides us. Supply wagon was once again being pulled by the Tortoise and Daisy was pulling for a bit. 
We reached the gate sure enough Railwright was there. “Fancy meeting you again so soon.” He said.
“Look sir I do not want any trouble. We have had a long hard flight came here to conclude business Ditzy Doo and to rest for the night. We will be gone first light.” I said. 
The stallion the one I always had a feeling one I didn’t really like just looked at me like he smelled something foul. 
“Fine.” he said. As he let us by him. “I do not want to see you featherbrains around her in the morning.” He said causing me to pause. 
“Sir I do not know what we did to deserve this kind of treatment or to be insulted. I do not call you names or speak badly behind your back Only thing I can think of is the fact that you do not like me and my friend for some reason whatever it is I can assure you I have not once fired a shot at you or made any attempt except being cordial and friendly. For Buck sakes I sold medical supplies we needed to your town out of the goodness of my heart not only that because seeing a town working together helping one another gives me hope that Equestria can recover. I will remain pleasant and peaceful but know that Should I be forced to I will defend myself.” I said before continuing  “Also from what I understand you have been trying to get Calamity to stay in your little town. He is a Pegasus as well So it must be because I am a Military officer and you do not like being wrong about something I told you I was not enclave like you so adamantly claimed I was Until Ditzy vouched for us. So what is it I have no problems with you as far as I’m aware of?” I asked.
“Look I do not have a problem per say I just do not like trouble. You are an unknown to us Calamity has built trust up with us You on the other hoof are still an unknown and as yet untrusted. So do not expect friendly welcomes. We are a have to be careful with slavers and Raiders not easy if you take my meaning.” He said. 
“That I can understand but know this If I was not sworn to protect Equestria I would be hard pressed to figure out why I am being treated Like I am the most disgusting thing you ever smelled plus if I wasn’t friendly and was an enclave pony You would be hard pressed to stop me from entering town I could probably eliminate every single guard in this town and lay waste to it but I am not a pony who would do something like that because I am sworn to protect not destroy.” I said with steel in my voice. “So please relax I would not harm anypony here unless forced to defend in self defense.” I said relaxing a bit.
“Fair enough.” He said also relaxing a bit. 
We approached Ditzy’s store Entering I to see Ditzy and Silver Bell behind the counter. “Hi Ditzy got some business to conclude plus wanted to talk to yeah about something.” I said before getting tackled by Ditzy in a hug. I hugged Ditzy back “Missed you to Ditzy.” I said with a giggle 
“Anyway Special order I asked you to look into Has been completed. What I would like to speak to you about is this I will need to get my hoofs on Pegasi armor at some point in time should you come across any pegasi power armor or armor like I use to wear when flying in the Shadow bolts with Rainbow I’ll pay good for it and any steel ranger gear and or armor I will pay good caps for as Is I am in the process of getting gear together. Daisy has officially retired from the Caravan business and has joined me The caravan is now being run by Daisy’s fillies Sunshine and Rosey from Tenpony wagon we built was greatly accepted by them and they send their thanks for the wheels and axle.” I said
“On other news Silver bell remember I said I would give you something that would help you?” I asked getting a nod from the girl. “Well I keep my promises.” I said pulling a Pipbuck out from under my wing and offer it to the filly. “This is a Delta line Pipbuck just like mine it will if need be can contact me to let me know something is wrong you're not alone little one. It has an efs a friend or foe will let you know if someone is not friendly they show up as red marks and blue ones as friendly yellow means there not sure. And are being careful.” I said as i Placed it on the fillies leg and activated she let a small gasp out. “ It will also organize your stuff in your saddlebags can even assist you in combat but I wouldn't go around fighting any bad ponies just yet get use to it.” I said getting a nod a hug and a thank you so much. “ No problem little one.” I said.
I looked to Ditzy to see she was smiling. “Yes Ditzy I gave her a pipbuck a military pipbuck do luckily they can not be removed unless with a special key which I have but I will not take something I gave her away I am not that way.” I said looking at the status screen I realized that Silver Bell was a unicorn. That just made me cry even more that I wanted to help her but didn’t know how to.
I talked to Ditzy for a little while longer just talking like the old days well me talking her writing her replies. 
“I wanted to speak to you about something as well Don’t answer now Ditzy Think about it But I may need a pony liaison for traders and merchants with the you know my headquarters being what it is and all that I will need to have somepony as a go between so I can get things and or set up meetings places so I can bring them into the base by raptor now that it will be completed that is an option but I want to be able to send out supplies and other equipment plus you could be somepony I could trust to place orders I will need to get to keep on going. Daisy’s girls might start a convoy up they do not know I want to have ponies or need ponies I can train up to be guards for any convoy or caravan that hall's good from my base. I need help Ditzy I am only one pony and there is only so much four mares can do on there own.” I said. 
Ditzy placed her wing on my back wrote out a short message saying “I’ll see what I can do.” “Thanks Ditzy your a true friend.” I said hugging her close. I registered my pipbuck com frequency with Silver Bells so she would know that how to talk  to me for Ditzy I let Ditzy know this to showed her how to switch the function and Pop up the Comlink getting a chirp from my pipbuck I closed it down notice disappeared. “You can contact me that way just have silver relay any information from tablet to me.” I said getting a nod from Ditzy. We said our good nights as I left.
“That was nice of you General.” Misty, Daisy Storm all said 
“What cant help it that little filly has gone through something no filly should have did you know she’s a unicorn.” I said getting a gasp from Misty who quickly looked away in tears shaking her head. 
“I want to give her something to help her losing one pipbuck to bring Peace of mind to a filly is not to much of a price to pay I would pay more to see her happy. To take that pain away from her to erase it make it gone but no such thing exists.” I said sadly. 
“Anyway girls lets get some sleep I’ll take first watch Daisy second watch Storm third and your last Corporal.” I said getting a nod from each one in turn. 

My efs was up and i noticed a blue blip near me close by looking in it direction i noticed the spirit bot I motioned it to come to me. “Hello Spike.” I said quietly He responded in a quiet tone “Hello CJ. I noticed you they decided to stay with you.” he said and I noded. “So watcher what can I do for you.” I asked. 
“What makes you think I need something?” He said. 
I just looked at the bot. “Really Watcher you sent a filly straight out of a stable into a raiders den with only one shotgun shell no armor and or experience in combat she could have easily gotten herself killed in there not only that but you didn’t tell her that armor could have gotten her shot her friend Calamity the pegasus shot her on sight because of her armor she nearly died that time. I know you're guarding the elements Watcher I wasn’t Rainbow’s damn right hoof pony for nothing you know or at least something involving them. Your secret is safe with me watcher but be honest with her do not be so vague you want her help I am guessing it has something to do with what you're guarding. Do not forget that you are not alone watcher I may be a military officer but I am also your friend. Do not disregard that you called her a friend then corrected yourself by saying aquantens. If you want her as a friend you got to trust her Trust goes Two ways remember. Besides that how have you been.” I asked. 
“Wow CJ didn’t know you cared that much. Anyway yes I’m doing alright I guess.” Watcher said. 
“I can take it that this is not just a social call watcher.” I said.
“You would get that right there are some ponies that I have gotten together that are in trouble or will be if they keep on the path they are going down They need guidance but they have disregarded any advice I have given them lately there mercs for hire the job they just took will get them killed.” he said. 
“Oh and what job is this that they have taken on that will get them killed?” I asked. 
“From what I understand and heard there being sent to kill You.” He said.
Now that got my attention. “Really and how do you know this.” I asked. 
“I was talking to them about 5 hours ago they are over by Manhattan now but they got were given a job to kill you and take all the stuff you and your companions were carrying was done through a middle pony as usual but they were given the your description and that of Storm Wings whoever it is paying them a lot of caps million or so in caps all they want is your equipment and gear everything from what I understand.” Spike said. 
“Ok give me their description I will talk with them Should we meet up I will kindly tell them that they do not stand a chance and I will spare their lives.” I said.
“The leader is a dark brown colored mare with a tan mane and tail cutie mark is cross hairs the other is a Stallion I think Gray coat thestral cutie mark of the full moon with a lily then there is there other companion she has a red coat silver mane and tail do not know her cutie mark is keeps it hidden under barding there weapons very the leader is good with long range scoped weapons has a .308 cal bolt action sniper as far as i know they are not aware of your armaments or that you are military trained sniper the buck uses wing blades as well as a custom battle saddle the last member is a unicorn she uses magic as her weapon.” Spike said. 
I sighed “Ok so we have three ponies one earth pony mare with a sniper a bat pony with a custom battle saddle and wing blades and a unicorn mare that uses magic as her weapon. Do you know what route they will take.” I asked. 
“They are going to stop in New Appleloosa to get supplies and spend some of their advance. I have no clue if they know what you're capable of the leader isn’t stupid she will probably find some ap ammo or something just be careful I don’t want to lose another friend.” Spike said.
“We will be Spike we will be.” I said to him.
My pipbuck bleeped at me “I just uploaded pics or the ponies that are coming after you View them and please if at all possible keep them alive.” Spike said. 
“I’ll try If they can’t be reasoned with though I will have to do what I must to survive My mission is too important to fail.” I said with steel.
“I hear you there CJ Twilight entrusted me with this I can not fail her.” He said before a burst of static and marching music faded away as the sprite bot flew off.
I looked through the Info Spike gave me I sent it to each of my unit members Pipbucks I continued to watch then when it came time I awoke Daisy hoofed her some coffee and went to sleep. 

When I woke up in the morning I had three mares staring at me. 
“Mind telling me why we have info on 3 ponies including pics one of them is the bat pony.” Storm said.
“Thank Spike for that he came to me while on watch told me this group are merc’s and are being paid a million or so caps for our equipment gear and armors and preferred dead. There going to be stopping here to get Supplies I’m going to talk to Ditzy Show her the Pic’s and say if they come in I would like to know what they pick up when they leave. Spike would like us to spare these threes lives for they were one of the groups he was hoping to have work out for what he is guarding. It didn’t turn out that way. So they turned to merc work and have been hired to acquire our equipment all of it. I have a feeling somepony doesn’t like the fact that I blew him off on selling our ammo or equipment and wants it for whatever reason of course I have no proof that he is involved but it is strange that our equipment is what they're after.” I said. 
“Ok what you want to do about this CJ.” Storm asked.
“Oh I’m going to attempt parlay of course I would rather get them on our side then having to kill them. Plus I want to find out who hired them so I can find out who Is after what we are carrying.” I said. 
“Ok.” Storm said. 
I went into Ditzy’s store and asked her “To keep an eye out for these ponies I heard they were going to resupply here and to kindly inform me of what they bought before she could say anything I held a hoof up they been contracted to kill me. So I want to find out who hired them they want my equipment all of it not just armor ever single thing I have and my companions have plus there spending some of their advance pay which from what I understand is somewhere close to a million caps or so. Help me here Ditzy I want to know what is going on here who’s out for my equipment who wants me dead.” I said her look changed and she nodded. Then wrote “Do you still want me to do business with them?” she asked I nodded. “Only way I’ll find out what they are getting I’ll be looking out for AP rounds and other things even Spark grenades anything like that could knock out mine Daisy’s Misty’s and Storms armors Misty’s is only partly powered but she will not be able to fire her battle saddle without the power.” I said getting a nod from Ditzy. 
“When they leave your shop let me know I might surprise them with overwhelming firepower Plus they have no clue what I am able to do Lol.” I said with a wink as I disappeared and then came back.
A noise I figured out was a laugh came from Ditzy. “Oh by want some more stealth bucks?” She asked. 
I put some caps down and bought 3 stealth bucks that was all she had nodding I left after a hug passed Daisy and Misty a stealth buck. “Ok girls lets make it to the base we have some things to prepare for I want the raptor ready to fly Just in case When Ditzy informs me that there here in New Appleloosa we will head out and lie in wait for them When they get near I’ll Tell them to Hult and get them to back down and if that doesn’t work We have the tortoise and the Raptor to play with if need be. The stealth bucks are for a surprise I want to see if it will work. I hope it will.” I Said. 
“Yes Ma’am” They all replied getting ready to move out.
“Let's get moving we have to move out If we want anytime to prepare we should head out Mount up and and let move.” I said getting Yes Ma’am’s from my unit.
We left like I said I would let quickly and quietly and were flying quickly to the our base when we got there which was close about 11 am I activated the Identification and opened the hagar remotely we flew right in and landed I secured the door and reaffirmed that the shields was up. 
“Ok girls welcome to 155 Also known as the Spec Ops base of the ministry of awesome.” I said as both Misty and Daisy exited from where they were.
“OK girls lets get this gear offloaded double time it I want it out and of the Tortoise and Supply wagon place it in we will go through it Things for raptor remain here Things like Power Armors and weapons go will go to the armory supplies that we will be requiring to stay with us will be repacked into the Tortoise and or supply wagon. Thing like the pipbucks will go to the equipment vault materials will got the manufacturing storages. Put those into spaces marked for each one I mentioned now Move it.” I barked orders and they hoped to it. 

An hour later we had everything arranged in piles the armors had be reassembled and standing tall with blade wings and other equipment bound for the Armory what was in the Tortoise and supply wagons were repacked all others was set to go to the armory we packed that all up and moved it to the armory then we unpacked it and place them where they went then I smiled,
“Knight Daisy Streaks step forward.” I said Daisy pause and did as I asked I looked at her.
“You have been too long without your armor Knight so I am proud to say Suit up Knight.” I said pointing at the Steel Ranger Power Armor Mk 1B that was where I pointed. 
Daisy Gasped her eye tearing up at how beautiful the armor looked so new no damage nothing, “Yes Ma’am.” She said a little choked up. 
I stood there and watched as Daisy looked over the armor she opened the armor and stepped in for the first time in a long time into power armor her Pipbuck beeped registering the Power Armor. The message that popped up registered the owner of the armor as Knight Daisy Streaks of the Equestrian Airguard. Power Up complete the armor closed and Daisy sighed. “Oh Ma’am it has been so long. You must of stored the ammo considering the armors ammo count is two hundred for the grenade machinegun and only Ten Missiles It is also reporting that I have weapon slots available and resupply recommended.” Daisy said getting a nod from me.
“We did indeed Dump the ammo for both armors into the armors storage we were going to take them with us but then thought otherwise. As for the weapon slots I told you these armors were all custom ordered to be weapon changeable only thing not is the missile launchers. So you have the option of a weapon besides the Grenade. I have three such weapons available that was meant for that design of armor the 5 mm Gatling, a sniper, Or you can always go with a shotgun.” I said while pointing each in turn. 
“Ma’am I’ll go with the Gatling.” She said. 
“Good Choice.” I said as I picked it up and moved it to the slot for it did a few things and the armors system registered the weapon and conditions of weapon and no ammo. 
“Follow me Knight.” I said she did and I escorted her to the ammunition and popped 4 beens of 5 mm ammunition two standard 5 mm and two Ap 5 mm ammunition.
“Go ahead Knight this is your ammunition for your new weapon we will need get the others from the next area in the armory.” I said getting a nod as she was loading her ammo storage and sorter and watching the ammo count go up when she was done she had a over 5 thousand rounds of each type. “Ma’am how much ammo can be store in here?” She asked. 
“By the look you're a bit confused Knight.” I said getting a nod 
“At most we can store up to 2 thousand rounds in our armors even the one I had which is this model was not able to hold this much ammo.” She said. 
“Didn’t I mention that this was a custom built armor what do you notice that is different from this armor and the one you had.” I asked 
“Well Ma’am for one it moves well like it’s never been in combat or even been worn what would be the phrase straight off the assembly line plus it comfortable Like it was built for me and oh my it has all the medical systems the suit I had before system was dead was shredded by bullets we lost the ability to fix it oh my it has a repair talisman as well Larger storage capacity This Armor is a dream. I don't have to say I will not let any of them hoarding buckers get their hooves on this or any others that there might be.” She said I just laughed. 
“Well we have the location of where our Shipment of Steel Ranger Armors are at there at the MoA hub in Fillydelphia We might have a tough time there I will need any and all info you might have.” I said she nodded.
“All I know from what I heard is the Steel Rangers had to abandon their citadel and have taken and fortified the Stable Tech building Redeye slavers are pushing them back As for the Hub No one probably knows about it due to the fact that it is so heavily protected or that they have picked it clean already.” Daisy said.
“I do not know of anything else Ma’am.” Daisy said.
“Ok we will figure things out that is a stop we need to go to but what we need to do is simply be ready but we have to prepare for that meaning you and Misty must work with your new armor and weapon. I want you to be good with the weapons you choice of that Gatling was not as surprising as you might have thought I to like the feel of it reminds me of a long time ago.” I said.
“Daisy nodded Yes Ma’am I’ll go to the shooting range and calibrate the weapons well on the gatling that is I know the other to weapons are pre calibrated. Before I forget you said about the other section Ma’am.” Daisy said.
I laughed and motioned for her to follow. As we got the section with missiles grenades she loaded up on missiles got the grenades for her weapons loaded and was happy with the ammo counts. I couldn’t help but smile at the little dance of joy Daisy did. 
“Knight Might I suggest first and foremost that You get cleaned up. There is a full shower that I would be happy to show you where you can put your hooves up and relax while at base equipped with showers and real bathrooms.” I said getting a happy squeal from her.
Taking Daisy to the living quarters for the mare whose armor she was wearing we entered Daisy instantly liked this room I couldn’t blame her I filed that this was the her quarters and it was marked Knight Daisy Streaks in base computer. Misty was also shoon to the living area and was currently showering for the first time in awhile in clean water. Storm was stuck trying not to laugh as the mare literally was dancing in the shower. I heard commotion in the Unicorn mare that Misty was wearings room and went to investigate and found Storm rolling around on her back laughing quietly I peeked in and smirked. 
Misty finished her shower got out and was all happy. 
“I take it corporal that you're not shy when you shower?” I asked.
“Why should I be it's not like there are stallions here well at the moment and it’s just us mares so why should i be shy about showering.” Misty asked,.
“Good point but do not forget that your Co’s are into mares as well as stallions not that we would do anything without consents but just a word of advice Once we get more personnel including stallions there will be joint shower rooms mainly for athletic pursuits training rooms and so on do you think you could handle showering in front of a stallion cleaning up I know that there will be instances of possible sexual active happening in the showers I might Just have to keep the Stallions and Mares separate for the time being. I have no problems with it myself as long as I am not forced into something I do not want I do not have a problem. What You think Misty should we have separate showers for mares and stallions.” I asked. 
“Oh um well yes I would think that would be a wise precaution. After all would you wash in front of a complete stranger. Who you have no clue of their past.” Misty said. 
I nodded “Relax Misty I was just testing you. We do have showers in here for both stallion and mare to shower separately and you do have a point we will limit access to sections of the base to ponies who do not need to have access mainly any and all trader activity will be conducted in the hangar. Have the parts been installed yet Storm on the Raptor?” I asked. 
“No Ma’am The assistant construction droid was in charging they been busy maintaining the ship I have Placed the parts near the pod will notice it upon activation and will be able to Install the components.” Storm said.
“Very good Keep me apprised. Come Misty you and Daisy are due on the firing range.” I said.
Misty follows me after quickly drying and putting her armor back on we exit Misty’s chambers and bump into Daisy In full Armor I nodded. “Good to see yeah Daisy feeling better after that shower?” I asked her. 
“Yes Ma’am been a long time since I was able to feel truly clean bathing in slightly irradiated water will get you clean but you just don’t feel clean ma’am” Daisy said Misty nodding. 
We pause in the armory picking up more ammo for Misty who was bouncing happily. 
I couldn’t help it and giggled along with Storm and the mares exuberance. Once we got to the range I stopped and turned to them. 
“Ok Ponies listen up we are going to be testing you on your weapon skill as well as how well you are with said weapons as well as calibrate the gatling on Daisy’s saddle so she doesn't hit what she isn’t aiming for and to train you both in the use of the weapons more effectively then Am and pull the trigger. Corporal Misty Sparks Captain Storm Wing will oversee your test she Is a trained spotter part of an A class team she will test you on ur use of the midrange sniper help you and teach you if necessary in how to work that rifle to the best you can I will of course be along after testing out and helping Daisy to help then we will switch I’ll be helping you and Storm Daisy then you will both be placed together and a live combat drill will be conducted testing out your team work each one of you will be given the opportunity to test leadership potential. For this exercise Daisy will be in charge due to previous training “ I said getting nods from Misty and Daisy Storm was standing next to Misty.
“Let Go Corporal.” Storm said. 
The calibrations took a bit but once completed Daisy impressed even me with her shooting. “Very good Knight let’s see if you can keep that up Under pressure” as I pressed a button and targets began to move not just Zebra but pony foals and such she pulled the trigger and popped off shots I held up a hoof she stopped.  Alright you attempted which is good and did very well but civilian injuries were to be avoided as much as possible always know when to fire and when not to could mean life or death for somepony. This is a test to see how you handle situations on the fly. We have to keep thinking always moving in battle you not careful you're dead keep an open mind stay calm is the key in any combat situation. Keep that in mind at all times and you will be fine also do not forget you have a team you help them and they help you support each other regardless of the outcome.” I said Daisy took every word to heart she didn’t mess up the test she flew through it. “At ease Knight take a moment to maintain your weapons clean them you and your teammate will be working together soon enough for the joint test but maintaining your weapons is key keep that in mind well maintained gear will never fail you.” I said before turning and walking over to where Storm and Misty was at.
Catching Storm's eye I motioned for her to join me. “Keep it up Corporal I’ll be right back.” Storm said.
“How she doing Storm?” I asked. 
“Surprisingly good she’s got a knack for shooting you will of course have to teach her how to use the scope to its full potential.” Storm said getting a hmmm out of me. 
“Go help Daisy she’s cleaning or should be cleaning her weapons.” I said getting a nod from Storm 
I stood next to Misty put a hoof on her shoulder. “Misty how much use of a scope have you done?” I asked. 
“Not a lot ma’am I think i have used maybe 3 weapons with a scope before this.” Misty said.,
“I see alright this is going to be a different kind of test you are going to learn why I always had a spotter when I would snipe and what all those knobs and wheels are for on the scope themselfs.” I said.
“Ma’am the Knobs and wheels on the scope are to adjust the scope to fit the shooting conditions you may have to compensate for.” Misty said getting a smile from me. 
“Ah you have done either research into this or have some knowledge of scopes. That is correct Misty they are to adjust targeting to take into account of conditions you have a 20 mph wind coming for the North East you want to adjust accordingly or the wind will through off your shot you must account for more than just wind all conditions of the location must be considered. We shall see how well you do later for now your adequate with that rifle let's move on to your Shotguns and I can just tell you have been waiting for this.” I said.
“Alright Misty select 3 round burst take aim and fire a at your target keep in mind of the Kick and that these weapons have and brace yourself. As you get use to it you will be able to instinctively brace even while moving once you have learned the ins and outs of the weapons you wield.” I said as Misty braced herself. I was lucky I had my helmet on.
BLAM BLAM BLAM damn things sounded like cannon firing even braced as she was she slid back a foot. Misty Squealed in absolute delight looking at her target there was nothing left of it. 
“Okay It seams you love heavy weaponry good to know.” I said as I shook my head.
Looking over to Daisy and Storm they had hit the deck. “Damn ok now I know why you went to the clinic after you tested one of those glad she’s got that reinforced power armor.” Storm said. 
“Storm Daisy the armors we have would be able to handle them just fine the fact that I never wanted one isn’t because I can't handle it it’s because I can’t fly and use the damn things there not enchanted to work with pegasi armor they could work for Daisys just fine because the weapon in question was designed for Steel Ranger armor the fact that a unicorn in our unit had two of them was no small feat.” I said. 
Turning back to Misty who was dancing again. “Very good Corporal how do you feel?” I asked.
“Good Ma’am been awhile since I had a good challenge to conquer. This weapon system will provide me that.” Said Misty. 
“Ok keep going at least attempted to not get pushed back at all.” I said getting a Yes Ma’am. 
Misty continued her target practice for the next hour and was successful in not getting pushed back she quickly got the hang of the weapon. She was happy that she is doing something she was enjoying. 
“Ok Ponies we have the team drill you to will be working together to counteract the Drones we will be releasing this is live fire exercises so mind your teammate and your efs The drones are using low grade ammunition that will leave a mark on your armor kind of like a dot the objective is not to be hit in a critical area that could be considered life threatening if untreated Unlike Misty your armor will be able to heal you Daisy misty’s is not the fully powered armors like ours so keep an eye out for her if she’s hit she will need treatment even we will if hit in the right places. Secondary objective is to eliminate the threat the drones pose. Third objective of this exercise is to promote teamwork working together to help one another Also it’s to help you learn to avoid taking unnecessary risks power armor is strong it’s one of the bests armors you can get takes training to use properly that doesn’t mean you can just walk out into the middle of a battle kill all the enemies there that would be crazy and a waste you know that Ap rounds can go through your armor so using caution is always advised. Keep that In mind now get going you have 30 minutes to clear the field.” I said. 
Storm and I watched them move staying close but not in the way Misty got first kill Daisy started to really show what training she had and took out almost 10% of the drones released Daisy and Misty both got hit in non vital areas but would improve with time they cleared the course in 25 minutes. 
“Not bad you two Not bad at all stand down from combat secure your weapons and report to the Hagar.” I said getting Yes Ma’ams 
Ten minutes later they were standing in front of me in the hagar. “Good Job you two only minor injuries sustained not bad at all for the first time running that simulation. You will of course be running it again until no injuries are acquired then the next level and once you master that the next after that. You have to be prepared for all possible avenues of attack do not forget we have enemies out there capable of strong magic enemies that are organized and have more pony power then we do at the moment. We need to be careful and use caution when entering an unknown or we can be taken by surprise.” I said. 
“Girls I am not pushing you to do any of this I just want to be prepared not one of you has had any true military training I noticed that even you Daisy have are lacking in training Not to the fault or yourself but because nopony in the current Rangers is a skilled trainer you all rely heavily on the armors protection working to overcome the weight of the armor not necessary combat maneuvers yes you learned to fight with your armor you learned to use the enhanced targeting systems of the armor and how to wield the weapons effectively but if a ranger from my days was here he would have passed that solo with no injuries not because of skill but because training kicked in Military training is kind of like conditioning you learn and do things in such a way when combat happens training takes over and you do things without thinking about it keeping an eye out for enemies trying to sneak up behind you and so on so forth. That is what we are trying to do give you two an edge in combat so you do not panic and are able to stay in control.” I said getting nods from both of them.
“Permission to speak Ma’am”  Daisy asked.
“Always Daisy if something's on your mind speak I welcome comments and feedback Unlike some CO’s I listen to my ponies.” I said. 
“Ma’am why put us through such tests if we can do the job.” Daisy asked 
“Ah a valid question.” I said let me show you girls why I wish to put you through these tests. Storm You're with me.” I said 
Following We went back to the Testing Facility and I input the test and level 5. “Ok You will see why Storm and I work so well together and why training is useful skill can help overcome some things But know this the level Me and Storm are facing is 4 levels about yours we are not doing our own level because we do not have a full team to work with.” I said. 
“Let’s go Storm We have to show them why training is important.” I said getting a sigh from Storm. “Well at least I get to see how well this will work.” Storm said with a smile.
We entered the training area. “Ok girls Press the start button.” I said. 
Storm and I locked and loaded. The drones came in well organized and random orders we knew this was going to be tough but we have faced this before. I signaled Storm she nodded She popped up Fired off a few shots as I moved up I in turn did the same Laying down covering fire taking out targets in the process Storm Arrived and we both broke cover weapons hot we had noticed that they were trying to surround us so we used the this as an opportunity to clear the way. It worked beautifully I took out 9 and Storm got 9 we eliminated the threat all except the big one. With caution we approached the location of the last read mark and we were working as a team we popped around and popped the last drone. The buzzer sounded the end of the training exercise. “That Fillies is what a well trained team can do if they know each other well and can communicate with a simple look or gesture and or motion. You too can do what we just did with training. I do wish we had the months and years to train up. As Storm and have had but we do not have that luxury we must train every opportunity we get while at base. It might sound impossible or even look impossible that we manage to do what we just did but it is possible if training is done right and skill comes into play. There is a weakness you must never think you're better than anypony we have the training you girls lack year’s of training but we can fix that with time. Talk with each other find what you might have in common working with a teammate is as important if not more so than individual training. I promote comradery and friendships in my unit because without friendship a unit can not function at its top performance. You two have just witness 5 years of extensive physical mental training paying off for Storm and I we are by far not the best officers out there but we do know our limits.” I said looking at the two shocked mares.
“Wow Ma’am I have to say I am impressed. You're saying we can do that too if we trained hard and work together?” Daisy asked. 
“Yes Daisy Misty you both can do what just happened if you trained it is not impossible but we will not push training every moment we are here. This is also a chance for us to rest relax and not always having to be on alert for an attack. Or standing guard watches.” I said getting giggles out to them. 
“Here here.” you can say that again ma’am” They said.
“So relax and for a while get comfortable take a load off your hooves talk We could even put the too of you as bunkmates so that you can be comfortable around each other. That is up to you though Also resupply your ammunition.” I said getting an affirmative.
Storm and I returned to the Hangar to check on things the maintenance droid was working on the raptor I approached it and it paused in its work.  “Has the equipment we brought for the raptor been installed?” I asked it replied that it has been installed and everything is operational all checks have cleared with a slight power fluctuation in the dorsal engine which it was checking out now. I nodded. And went to the raptors bridge. 
Once on the bridge of the Raptor I sat in the command seat looking at the all the empty stations. Around me Storm standing there as well. “You know I sometimes wish I had set up something incase of something went wrong that I would be revived to take stock of the situation. 200 Ponies Storm and we needed every one of them to effectively bring the full use of this ship to the wasteland Think of all this ship could accomplish supply deliveries Defence of a town protection from the enclave And we can’t even operate her to her capabilities with just the four of us. We need help Storm but we need to use caution when we bring ponies to the base. There is so much we do not know and things I am not liking one bit. We need this Raptor to fly but we need personnel we can trust to not just steal from this base. I am afraid we will fail if we are not careful. If we are too careful we can miss a prime opportunity to get the personnel we need.” I said. 
“I know Cloudy I know and I feel the same way now that the raptor is operational we don’t have a crew for her anymore she’s just going to sit here gathering dust not see a day of action like she was meant to but what can we do about it not many ponies out there would help somepony unless payed mercs are well and good but do we really want to trust mercs with this base or the location of the base? That is something that I have been thinking about we might not like it but it is possible that we will have to at some point contract a merc company to assist us I do not like it plus I don’t know who we can or could trust with something so vital to Equestria as what this base contains.” Storm Chaser said with a sigh looking mentally tired. 
“I hear yeah Stormy we have each other we have friends who are allies and members of our unit. We got them too we just need to be careful when dealing with Unknown ponies and this group of mercs that are after us we have to be careful with them Could go very badly for them if we get serious. With the protection of this base I will not Take any chances If we do bring Convoys or caravans here I want security at every entrance to the base proper No unauthorized ponies are to leave the Hangar. I want to get some proper security too eventually The sentinels and security ponietrons  can be eliminated by spark grenades or a well placed shot. But a Pony can make a judgment call I knows when to force the issue you get warnings before security will respond.” I said. 
Storm walked up and pulled me into a hug a tight one. I collapsed into the hug and hugged back. “What are we going to do Storm we have so much to do with little to no help.” I said. 
“We will find a way to do it Cj we have to Rainbow Dash is counting on us CJ she doesn’t accept failure she wants us to be successful she got us that equipment plus that card you seem to have looks like a key card. Could be important maybe for the warehouse in Filly.” Storm said out of curiosity I looked at it in the inventory was keycard facility  MoA  warehouse Hub Fillydelphia.
“Your Right about that Storm Its for the Hub Warehouse In Fillydelphia if we can get at least a few more hooves we can use the Raptor to get us there and collect whatever we might find there would be a good test flight for her. Of course we would be using the stealth array. I would not want this ship being spotted easily plus unlike most raptors she’s a special model first one of her class to be able to land on the ground. You normally have to dock with a thunderhead or a hangar dock.” I said getting a smile from Storm. 
Storm pulled back breaking the hug. “I hope we have the time to truly get everything up and running and crew this ship.”  Storm said.
“We will somehow we probably could fly her now just wouldn’t have any of the major help in engineering or support personnel to assist should things go south but we should have ponies Might even be able to get some Enclave ponies to abandoned them and join up with us we do have armor for them after all and we can put them through hard training.” I said getting a laugh from Storm.
“I’m all up for that I would like to see how trained an enclave soldier is these days.” Storm said.
“We will have to use caution when and if we run into any pegasi the fact that there is a Bat Pony amongst the group hired to get our equipment is rare enough I do not know how but looks at least like some Thestrals have survived there definetly excotic among pegasi It would be nice to convince him wouldn’t mind seeing what he or she would look like in power armor.” I said getting a smirk from Storm. 
“I think My Good Friend might have found her first crush since waking up in the wasteland hell Equestria has become.” Storm said.
“Hey what about you and Calamity huh I seen the way you checking out his flank when he wasn’t looking hmmm.” I Snapped back getting a snicker.
“Gilty as charged ma’am.” She replied. 
“Plus it is not like that I for one at this moment wouldn’t be appropriate for me to find a mate or even a lover. Plus we have to take into effect that we are so much older than the ponies out there regardless if we do not look our age hell we look good for our age but still were in our mid 220’s Storm were older than hell even combining the ages of all the ministry mares were older than their ages combined. I may have physically turned 26 Storm but that is 226 your one year younger than I how can we even think of things like that right now but I will admit that I do feel the needs for companionship and intimacy with another pony just like anypony does at times but are we even in a place that we can truly relax and enjoy the spoils of a family the war we were fighting is long past but a different battle is being waged do we even have all the facts to even take a chance of finding that pony to give us foals?” I asked.
“You have mentioned Cloudy we can’t always be on duty we have to be able to relax or we will not be of any use plus I do not think you or I can avoid it forever we need somepony special in our life somepony who can be there to comfort or even pleasure us you said it yourself you haven’t been with a pony since Little horn. I haven’t been with a pony since shattered hoof. You have denied yourself the pleasure of another pony's company for far too Long CJ when are you going to truly enjoy the pleasures of life again?” Storm asked. 
I sighed deeply closed my eyes and thought long a moment on what storm had just said.  You know what She is right.  I couldn’t help but smirk. 
“I’ll take it under consideration who knows Storm I might just take you up on that offer.” I said giggling at the look of shock on her face.
“Anyway let’s go check on the intelligence and communications array I would like to at least like to see if the systems have picked up anything that we might not have been able to it is much stronger than our personal units. Plus I think we have a day or to before we confront the group hired to acquire our gear.” I said getting a nod from Storm with one last look around the bridge we left.

Footnote Cloudy Joy, Storm Chaser, Daisy Streak, Misty Sparks. Level up
Cloudy Joy  Cha and Luck  increased by 2 
Daisy Streaks 
STR: 10
Per: 8
End: 9
Int: 6
CHA: 8
AGI: 9
Luck: 5
Gear: Steel Ranger Power Armor Mk 1B Grenade Machine Gun Missile Launcher pod 5 mm Gatling 
New Perk Military training Lvl 2. You are receiving or have received military training your all weapon skills gain a plus 10% accuracy per level up to 50% this skill will work with Spec Ops Training or trained.
MIsty Streaks 
New Perk Military training Lvl 1. You are receiving or have received military training your all weapon skills gain a plus 10% accuracy per level up to 50% this skill will work with Spec Ops Training or trained.
Cloudy Joy and Storm Chaser 
Perk revealed: Military trained Level 5 and Special Operations Trained level 3
New Perks Special Operations Level 3: You are trained in stealth and covert operations infiltration data recovery computer infiltration you are in essence a trained spy and assassin communicative with Military trained. All skills involved gain a plus 25.
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Fallout: Equestria Equestrian Airguard
Chapter 6: Training, Confrontation and New Recruits.

 I once heard a friend say that True Friendship never ends. I have seen it come to life with Storm Chaser and Ditzy Doo I can see that forming in Misty and Daisy only time will tell. 

Over the following days was relaxing even with the intense training Misty and Daisy did off and on throughout the day. We managed to get quite a lot done outside communications was restored Dj Pon3’s broadcast was received loud and clear. That wasn’t all we started get transmissions from Enclave command in Navaro we locked down all outside communications scrambling our transmitter and receiver no one can gain access to our systems remotely or communicate with us unless the encryption was known. We used a new Encryption code that was never implemented only known to me and Rainbow. We also limited the access to the com room to myself and Storm. You needed to have clearance to access and use the com system. That way no one could betray our base location. We even manage to reacquire the bases link to the SPP towers observation eyes. The Security system on the spp almost seemed Happy when we reconnected and helped us conceal the links connection which was odd. 
With said acquired we quickly located our would be hunters. It has been two days since we were alerted to them so they were making slow but good progress to New Appleloosa. They should make it by Nightfall would have cut down travel time by at least a day if they had a means to fly everywhere like we could. I realized that Flight was a luxury that most do not have access to. I accessed the base intercom “Attention all Personnel report to the Briefing room I repeat report to the briefing room that is all.” I said as I clicked off the intercom.
Moments Later I was in the briefing room where Storm Misty and Daisy stood at attention. I walked up to the podium turned to them. “At ease take a seat girls we will drop formalities for the time being speak your mind I want opinions and options  from what I have determined the group hired will reach New Appleloosa sometime tonight or early morning tomorrow I want suggestions options and opinions on how best avoided fighting them or eliminating them I would rather have more ponies to help us out at least one more pony a Five Pony team is always quick easy and properly trained can get passed any problem without requiring support. I am of the same as Watcher on this I would hate to see ponies with potential through their lives away against what very well could be the only true military operation left in Equestria.” I said looking them in the eyes.
“Well Littlepip did share with us the needler schematics we could make some form of sleep dart or needle with something that would knock them out we could bring them here lock them in the brig and talk to them.” Misty offered up as a suggestion.
“Hmm. not a bad Idea plus if we use the manufacturing equipment we have access to we could even improve on the design this is after all a homemade weapon never even thought of back then would be a good way to capture them without killing them.” I said nodding “Get on it I want it as an option look into it see what the medical would suggest as the best knock out for a needle type delivery system.” I said as an added thought holding a hoof up to delay her departure. 
“I would like to keep this at all possible without bloodshed but be prepared to defend yourselfs should things not go accordingly. If at all possible avoid killing blows but incapacitate them. I like the Idea of a needler it would be non lethal unless a lethal dose was administered. Make sure if we do we have the right clips marked for what they are loaded with would not like to have the wrong things happening.” I said getting nods from all around.
“I was thinking along similar lines as Misty but using our stealth tech to lay them out. But with a Needler it would be a simple as hitting them with a dart and there out instead of having or potentially having to visit medical because of head trauma.” Daisy said. 
I nodded. “That is still an option we need to make sure we would even have the Needler option armor could play a real big part in that if there wearing leather barding no problem but if its enhanced barding like Littlepip has with metal it will not work unless we know where the armor plates are.” I said.
“Got anything Storm?” I asked looking at my longtime teammate.
“Well we can always surround them and attempt parlay before Knocking them out taking their unconscious bodies through them in the brig possibly breaching our security. I would not like to have unknown or untrusted ponies anywhere near the base if possible but we do not always have the chance in being picky do we I agree with you Cj we need personnel but can we truly trust a bunch of mercs who’s only goal in life is caps not the job doubt these 3 really thought about what they were getting into when accepting that job High number of caps anypony could be bought we know that well enough Cj.” Storm said and I had to nod in agreement.
“That is sadly true Even in high placed military officers have betrayed their ponies for Large amounts of bits in the past or to just look the other way as infiltrators stole classified information.” I said with a sigh. 
“The question is do you think we have a chance to getting them as recruits do you think we might be able to if so do we have the means to keep there mouths shut about this place. At this moment we do not have anything to offer that could counter a million caps unless we sold 100 or so High grade military weapons with the best deals available we might be able to but do we really have the necessary material to replace said weapons granted right now we probably do but could we keep it up plus we would want to arm guards for caravans and or convoys with the best weapons to defend said convoys/caravans. If we can manage to spark that fire that was there before what happened to them to drive them to merc work we might be able to get them as guards for caravans I’m hoping Ditzy will be able and willing to be our liaison with caravans and or convoys yes that would mean we would eventually have to bring her here. With them having a Flyer we would be able to send one of the Tortoises with a caravan/convoy as added protection.” I said. 
“There is another matter we do need to discuss as well what is our next move we have info stating we might have more equipment in Fillydelphia but it’s a dangerous place to be we do have the raptor but we need ponies to truly be able to use her completely and fully. I can fly her that's not the problem it’s keeping her in the air without the 10 ponies that operate the bridge stations not to mention the engineering staff required we can’t steal the bases maintenance crews of droids. So if we go to Filly we will need to prepare for a long trip plus with the reports of these hellhounds along the route. I wouldn’t want to be on the ground around along that roadway. I thank you for informing us of the dangers of hellhounds Daisy. Besides that the point is we have potential Steel Ranger armor designated for this base and other equipment we would need to one get more flyers. Two we would need to have a complete battalion of steel rangers to escort us which would never happen. I want to be prepared to have again full tortoise and supply wagon If this information again was left to us by Rainbow.” I said. 
“I wouldn’t want to leave equipment that could be useful to fall into the hoofs of others that would abuse the equipment or just plan out destroy it. I also have to be of the mind that It could have already been stripped. I also know that Rainbow wished me too go there for some reason what that reason is I do not know.” I said. 
“Well looks like we have another MAW facility to visit What are we expecting there ma’am.” Storm said. 
“Well from what I understand the shipment of ranger armor is there according to what Rainbow said and this card kind of points me to Fillydelphia for what reason I have no clue but I have a feeling it is important call it a hunch call it intuition I do not know but its just a feeling I got when replaying that message.” I said sighing. “I wish I knew for sure.” 
“So we have some hired hooves to deal with need to prepare to head into Slaver territory packing as light as possible without leaving vital supply behind and hit a defunct supply warehouse for things that may or maynot be there sounds like fun.” Storm Wing said. 
“Fun sounds to me like a vanity project and or that we are looking for trouble with not only the Rangers there but the slaver army that has almost complete control of the city and you call it fun?” Misty asked. 
I looked at her for a moment. “Misty do you know how useful the equipment we can acquire not to mention how much we would need said equipment If we want to really help the wasteland. Lets not forget that we might be able to acquire more armor’s to equip guards with but also more material to keep this base operational I’m not just looking at the short term here I’m thinking in the long run with the equipment available that we can acquire at this underground warehouse we would be able to train more ponies earth ponies and even unicorns in the use of power armor right now we only have one power armor available for an earth pony. And a hundred pegasi. How likely are we going to get pegasi on our side in the coming days very slim we have more chance to get Earth and Unicorn ponies then we would Pegasi but we still have that armor available on the off chance that we do somehow get pegasi willing to join us plus we need to get things the base can use to keep it operational we have countless supplies right now but they're not infinite. Sure we can recycle damaged or burnt out components making new ones from them but even that takes small amounts of supply that once we exhaust its gone then we will have to hunt for the components or materials to keep our supply up. I do not like putting everything at risk like this but risks need to be taken if only to gather the information needed to truly help everypony. Believe me when I say this Going to Fillydelphia is the last thing I want to do but it also means the mission to help Equestria and its people whether its Pony Griffon Zebra any of the other races that survived. No pony said this was going to be easy I know I never said it would be. The road we and I do mean we you me Storm and Daisy are on is going to be a hard one to follow we will have opposition there will be resistance to change. Hell we may end up fighting a big battle sometime who knows I can not predict the future All I know is what I know all I can do is do the right thing. I am as scared as you are Misty I may not show it but I am things I have heard scare me hellhounds are probably what happened to the Diamond dogs  now there the most feared thing in Equestria.” I said. 
“Look we have to at least look into this for one it could be vital. I will not go into this without a plan or course of action We are connected to the SPP network we should be able to look at Fillydelphia from the tower there At least see If there is anyway to effectively avoid any patrols or slaver teams maybe we could free some ponies and they could assist us with pony power. As free individuals with all the wrights we all have.” I said. 
“I’ll see if I can pull up the feed from that tower after we finish discussing what to do about the hired mercs.” Storm said getting a nod from me. 
“There is something about them that confused me. I was looking at the feed that we have access to know The thestral is a mare not a stallion there kind can be hard to tell they like to keep their armor the same only reason I figured that out was the fact that she was taking a moment to pleasure herself I did switch views to other locations nothing other then that Rather blatant act being out in the open like that.” I said.
Misty and Daisy burst out into a fit of giggles. 
“What’s so funny girls.” I asked. 
“Well Ma’am not many ponies would deny the urge when it hits them besides you might run into raiders rapeing a mare every now and then of course when that happens or is seen I normally shoot the bastard and save the mare there was once a time we came across a couple going at it like there was no tomorrow. We just kept moving.” Misty said with a nod from Daisy. 
I just looked at the too in shock. “Well I suppose with little to know place that is 100% safe unless you count a guarded town I wouldn’t be hard to do something like that in private. Hell my first ever ogasim could have been considered a public place.” I said. 
That got Storm to look at me strangely. 
“What I was going through a phase ok was young at the time too.” I said with a heated blush on my face.
“Anyway back on topic These mercs will be In New Appleloosa by tonight or early morning Ditzy will notify me of what they shop for and when they depart her shop we will then need to be watching for them to either attempt parlay knock them out with a sleep dart or take them out completely I want to be prepared for each option available. So get to it Dismissed.” I said as my teammates went to follow their orders. 
Standing in the command center ( Overmares Office ) I was checking out information and Enclave activity when I heard the broadcast of Dj Pon3. 
“Good morning, wastelanders! How is everypony doing?  This is your pal, DJ Pon3 and, well, it’s that time again… that’s right, time for some news! I hear rumor that Monterey Jack, cheese shop owner up in that oh-so-hoity-toity Tenpony Tower, has been arrested for deciding that being a thieving jack-ass is the appropriate response to an act of kindness.  Remember what I keep telling you, my little ponies: treat each other with kindness and respect.  Or don’t and watch it come back to bite you in the tail.”
“In other news, somepony’s finally arrived to fix my toaster.  Hallelujah!  It’s breakfast time!  Here’s a little Sapphire Shores to get you through the morning.”
I could not help but Laugh out loud at hearing that a Toaster repair pony had come to fix Homages toaster but knowing that Littlepip probably was that Toaster repair pony. Come to think about it took her a few days to get there wonder what held her up. Eh! Wasn’t important. I had more things to look into but It was good to know that Littlepip was alright she’s a sweet filly smart but has some issues she’s probably going to have to deal with sooner than later. 
A knock at the door. “Yes?” I asked. “Ma’am do you have a moment?” Misty asked.
“Of course come in Misty.” I said As the door opened and Misty walked in.
“What’s on your mind Misty you seemed troubled about something.” I said noticing her frown and look of uncertainty. 
“The weapons manufacturer terminal accepted the Schematic for the needler and came up with a few based designs for improving the design as you requested one is for a needler rifle that should have no issues punching through standard leather barding and scout reinforced armors the only thing is that the range is not very high keeping in mind that it’s pretty much a spring loaded needle it is silent. The medical system recommended a sedative that would put somepony asleep yet there is none of it available we do have one that will temporarily paralyze a pony that is a mild poison in low doses Lethal in high doses to render the pony in question to a state of unconsciousness would require 3 needles to each target depending on bodie ration.” Misty said.
“I see so the needler is still a valid option. Has the rifle or pistols been made?” I asked.
“Yes Ma’am they have total of 4 have been made needles too enough for 10 clips each. We just have to coat or load the needles with the what is to be used though that's where the snag is Ma’am we have the manticore poison but it’s being held for making antivenom and there is more than enough to do that and make the darts needed to put the mares to sleep.” She replied 
“I see.” I said as I pulled up the Medical authorization and released what was required. 
“Hmm. Request has been granted provided we bring in more poison glands of the manticore at least 5 the medical system is asking for a resupply on glands.” I sighed “Just great now I’m getting requests for supplies thought I would have enough time before we had low supply on.” I said. 
“Yeah Manticores are not much of a problem it’s finding some and making sure the glands are intact.” Misty said. 
“What’s on your mind Misty that wasn’t the only thing bothering you is it.” I said looking her in the eyes. 
“May I ask you a personal question ma’am?” 
“I suppose. What’s up?” I asked.
“What’s it like being with a mare?” She asked. 
I froze head cocked to one side as I regarded her for a moment before answering her. “That is a loaded question Misty. Well it can be quite satisfying in plenty of ways but no where near what I hear being with a stallion can be why the question all of a sudden?” I asked.  
She blushed. “I ask because I have been curious about what it would be like with a mare I think of the stallions we met so far and I find them quite attractive in there own way but when I seen you or Storm out of your armor I can’t help but look. I never truly thought of sexuality before so I have to say I’m a bit confused. Does this mean I like mares and stallions or am I just weird?” Misty asked. 
“Ok Misty first and foremost you are not weird. The fact that you felt attraction to stallions and have been drawn to mares. Hmmm. Let me ask you something this might help find the answer you are asking.” Misty nods. 
“Alright when you said you couldn’t help but look what do you mean what do you feel when you look?” 
“Oh… Well your flank My eyes seemed drawn to them then there are your wings. I feel happy when I can see them.” Misty says with her face turning a lovely shade of red. 
“Hmm. Yes I can see now ask yourself what is it that attracts you besides my flank and wings is there something else that might perhaps draw your attentions.”  jeez she’s not even aware of it but I can see all the signs she’s attracted to Storm and I. I thought as she gathered herself to answer. 
It was like she got struck by lightning “Oh boy I have a crush on you to don’t I or am at least attracted to you and Storm!” she exclaimed. 
I couldn’t help but giggle and nod. 
“Misty there isn’t anything wrong with it here read this it can help you understand a few things especially about pony reproduction.” I said calling up the information. 
Misty walked over and began reading as she read her eyes widened the more and more she read. “Is that why my mother kept me locked inside that one time?” She asked. 
“More than likely reason is a when a young mare inters her first heat or estrus as the correct term she’s vulnerable and not thinking correctly. Your bodies not use to all the new hormones that are released into your body That burning itch under your tail is the sign of estrus Stallions can smell a mare in heat which is the slang word for estrus. It makes them aroused and filled with the urge to mate to breed same thing happen to said mare the stallions musk or sent can also trigger that urge to raise your tail and present yourself to a stallion. I have felt that urge and have learned to control myself but it’s hard when around a stallion during that time. I was lucky in some ways I had my marefriend and lover to help me stay strong. Well until she died that is than I had Storm to help me keep myself in check. No not in the way my lover did. It is different for each mare some have better control others don’t Fillies entering their first estrus have a higher chance of ending up pregnant without the support of their family or a responsible mare keeping them safe. You on the other hoof your body is now use to the hormones and probably have had more than one estrus since your first. Normally happens around the Twelfth year. You probably stay indoors when you get that burning Itch you might have had Itches there since then but that burning itch comes once or twice a year.” I said getting a nod from Misty. 
“The normal itch is healthy means you're sexually aroused and probably want to be mounted or pleasured To achieve a climax.” I said.
“Have you ever made yourself feel good rubbed yourself there either during estrus or when the urge hits you?” I asked getting a nod from a red faced Misty. 
“Misty you do not need to be embarrassed it’s natural back then we would have access to personal sexual gratification tools matter of fact I still have one or should in my quarters If i remember correctly We might actually be able to make some if there in the database.” I said. 
“That reminds me have you ever been with a stallion?” I asked Misty who shook her head. 
“Ah so you never been penetrated then. That could be painful the first time. Have you seen a mare that got raped and was bleeding slightly from under her tail.” I asked again getting a nod. 
“More likely it’s because it was her first time she lost her virginity because of the rape some call it their purity. It is something given to the pony you love or is your mate.” I said. 
“Oh so it’s like something special then?” Misty asked. 
“It can be yes to many it means you're waiting for the right pony to give yourself to. Not in the since you're thinking! You're given something special to the stallion or mare you choose to give that part of yourself they would be your lover and mate afterwards. It can be a beautiful thing to experience there is no rush in the matter you're still young but should you find that somepony who make you swoon or all giggly inside just thinking about them or just plain happy inside you might find the pony you're looking for but again don’t rush things.” I said. 
“Thank you ma’am. I think I needed to talk to an older mare about some things.” Misty said. 
“Physically Misty I’m not much older than you But my understanding in the nature of the question is much more in depth because I had the education that most wouldn’t have access to or in some cases the loving family who helped me through what I just told you.” I said getting a nod from Misty.
I poked around the data files for a moment and blushed a little at what I found. “Oh my I kind of wasn’t expecting that.” I said aloud.
“Expect what ma’am.” Misty asked.  “Well looks like we could provide you with an estrus relief device as it is labeled in the Manufacture database. We have the material for it and from the description and hoof pic it’s the right thing. I have to say there are several sizes to choose from I’ll have to inform Storm Wing about this.” I said. 
Opening intercom “Captain please report to the CC.” I said and clicked it off. 
Two minutes later Storm walked in. “You wanted to see me ma’am.” She said then paused at the two blushing mares looking at a screen. 
“Oh um…” I cleared my throat. “Yes Captain I did I was looking through some of the manufacturer's database and found something I would like you to see It could be helpful to a lot of ponies and want your input if we should make some.” I said. 
Storm raised an eyebrow and walked over and looked at the database I had up she didn’t even last a second before her face was as red as ours was. “Estrus relief devices.” She squeaked. 
“Was that really necessary for Equestria’s recovery?” Storm Chaser squeaked again. 
“Like I said Captain Do you think we should make some or do you think it is even Vital to um even think of at this time.” I said. 
“Well Ma’am I would say until recovery begins we should hold off but we should at least have some of these Relief devices available for the off chance we have a situation on our hoofs.” Storm Chaser said managing not to squeak this time but her wing were definitely showing that she was agitated. 
“A wise precaution Captain. I shall have some made at least 3 for each of us ranging from the small to large variety Does that sound good to you?” I asked with a slight smirk Getting a nod from Storm. 
“Ok well let’s see here.” I said as I requested the three selected Items requesting 4 of each of be made. Confirmation came as a beep then a message appeared items have been made. 
“Well Girls our Estrus relief devices are ready I would not go to overboard in using them though we can’t always be stuck in our rooms playing with sex toys.” I said getting a groan from Storm. 
“CJ really you had to pull that Sex Toy line.” Storm said. 
“What your the one who wanted me to make them.” I said. 
“Yes I know.” She said. 
“Look it’s natural right to want to some relief from stress and other things wright?” Misty asked 
“Yes Yes it is your right Misty.” Storm said. 
“Misty is there something you wish to talk about with the Captain. It’s alright to ask questions Misty no harm in asking or talking about things.” I said giving Misty a wink. 
Storm Chaser’s cocked an eyebrow. “Something Up Misty?” Storm asked.
Misty squeaked. 
“It appears Misty is attracted to us and by what I mean in that Is You and Me or pegasi in general it could possibly be a feather fetish she is drawn to our flanks and wings according to what she told me after asking me what it was like to be with a mare. If I remember correctly right Misty?” I asked getting another squeak and nod. 
“We got to talking I even pulled up the information for young mare’s first heats and pony reproduction and how to ease the symptoms of estrus which brought the Estrus relief devices for personal pleasure. I called you in because one It’s always advised to have mares who are experienced in the ways of estrus to advise the young in the proper use of such devices Misty has told me she has in essence clopped before to orgasim though has never seen or even heard of these Devices.” I said getting a squeaking nods from Misty. 
“Ok first CJ thats mean teasing her like that second She will need to find out what she holds true if she is having difficulty figuring out her sexuality then we should not press her one way or another this is her choice and you know it second why is these even in the database in the first place and third Oh sweet Celestia its been soo damn long since I even seen one of these last time was when I left home after my lover passed I forgot some of my things One of them being my estrus Aid. Haven’t been able to replace it now I have I’ll be a happy mare. Can be just as relaxing as that Spa trip you pushed on me CJ.” Storm said.
“Really I didn’t hear you complain Matter of fact I think your reaction was the same as mine. I squealed and was a happy little filly Dragged Misty in as well had the complete works gosh was that relaxing. These can be just as relaxing in a different way and to answer your question I think we both know who placed them there.” I said as I looked at the log entry for said schematics said three things Enjoy Them Girls.
“Well looks like Rainbow is to be thanked for this were ever she maybe resting. A Note attached says Enjoy them girls I know estrus can be a bitch I’m sure many mares would love to get their hooves on something like this Wink Wink. Anyway the medium version has a strap for those mares who wish to have a little fun with another mare.” I said.
“I should have known and yes estrus can be a bitch. You and I have had it bad remember the last one you had?” Storm asked. 
“Oh please do not remind me. And thanks for snapping me out of it.” I said. 
“No problem anyway so you find Myself and Cj attractive?” Storm asked Misty who nodded. 
Misty had recovered from her squeak only fit “Yes Find you too very attractive I do not normally notice it because you're normally in your armors but since we been at base you haven’t been You walk by me My eyes are drawn to you wings and flanks.” Misty said. 
“I will not lie I have noticed that you zero in on Cloudy’s a few times especially when she’s happy or dancing to some music she likes in her ear she has some pre recorded songs from old friends one being Fluttershy the ministry mare of Peace was a pretty good singer hell all the ministry mares were good singers.” Storm said which got me to blush her comment about me dancing past Misty. 
“Well I suppose we pegasus mares are excotic down here not many mares down here with wings that thestral will make a good teammate should she and the others agree to drop this futile hunt of theres. I would rather them be allies then enemies.” I said. 
“Well you are the first two I have ever met mares that is that are well Nice other mares are not very nice I know a mare in Friendship who isn’t nice. Anyway now that the venom from the manticores available our dart/needler plan is ready I’ll get the needles loaded with the charge.” Misty said. 
“Oh now that’s another way we can do it. Provide a slight shock to their system will drive them into passing out like the tasers.”Storm said getting a nod from me. “Make it so.” 
“We can do that while we go and get our new toys we can pick up Daisy along the way.” I said both nodded in agreement. 
We left the CC collecting Daisy along the way she had been cleaning her armor and weapons after the intensive training she did today Motioning for her to follow which she did I lead the way to get the gifts for Daisy and Misty. Storm and I had used these before they have not probably didn’t even know they existed until I told Misty. When we got there I paused in front of the four unmarked case turning to my companions. “First I want to say I this you two have been working hard Training to better your understanding of combat and tactics used in a team environment. As such I have decided with the assistance of the Captain here to give you each a gift. Misty already knows what this gift is because she was there. I want you two to be able to relax even more so destress yourselfs Kind of wished we had a spa here in the base. We don’t so we have to find other means of stress relief besides taking it out on the target drones. So after a talk with Misty I did some looking in the database and found a little gift from a friend. So girls I present you with this case inside you will fine three Devices of the same type but of different sizes Storm Chaser and I have used these devices before and can say they do in a pinch. For that certain itch that we can’t always scratch.” I said as I hoofed a case to Daisy and Misty. Storm picked hers up with a snicker. 
“Um what are these.” Daisy asked not even opening the case. 
“According to the Database there Estrus Relief Devices.” I said with a straight face. 
Daisy’s face went intently red and she peaked in the case snapped it shut and she squeaked. 
“If you use that one with a strap on anypony make sure you have consent first I do not want any reports of rape going on. Other than that Enjoy them if you need any assistance on the proper use of such a device access the library for a book called Pony Sutra it will help you understand the use of this device under the title of toy use. There are other books on the subject of Sexual gratification toys such as what is in those cases for use on both mare and stallion or in some instances mare on mare pleasure.” I said while looking on the shocked and beat red faces of my Two teammates faces.
“Oh they have there uses trust me girls. There are times when A hoof isn’t enough and there will be times when even they won't help but they can take the edge off.” Storm said with a nod from me. “So true Storm so true.” I said. 
Daisy seemed to compose herself. “Ma’am are these really necessary and why were they even in the database in the first place? Not that I am complaining it’s just that this is the first time I’ve even heard about these things.” Daisy said still blushing. 
I held up a hoof as Dj Pon3’s broadcasts were played throughout the whole base. 
“…and it’s time for another DJ Pon3 pony survival tip.  Today I want to talk to you about two of the biggest threats you might stumble across in the Equestrian Wasteland.  No, not radigators, bloodwings or even hellhounds.  No, children, today I want to talk to you about their mothers.  That’s right, pull up a chair, cuz it’s time for DJ Pon3 to talk to you about the dangers of radiation and taint……Magical radiation, as we all know, is a side effect of powerful and wicked magics released violently on Equestria.  Naturally, the biggest and worst zones of radiation are found in places like the Fillydelphia Crater, the Manehattan city center… pretty much everywhere the megaspells hit except for Cloudsdayle and Canterlot (both of which should be avoided for other reasons).  But even a recently exploded skywagon can be radioactive.  Fortunately, so long as you always carry your radiation detectors, kids, these places can be avoided.
“The more insidious threat of radiation is that it bleeds into food and water.  Always drink purified water whenever you can.  Make sure you carry several canteens whenever you travel, and fill them at every safe water supply.  Keep a healthy supply of RadAway…Taint, on the other hoof, is a zebra of very different stripes.  Nopony knows exactly what the taint is or where it comes from, but we know its mutative effects on monsters and the fatally malignant repercussions on ponies.  Remember, folks: taint don’t care what you’re wearing.  No protective suit keeps it out.  And there’s no cure.  Only way to safely tell if a place is tainted is by reputation.  Discover one by any other means, it’s probably too late …And in the news, one of the smaller settlements in the Manehattan Ruins, Gutterville, has gone silent.  If anypony is traveling through that way, please pop a head in and see what’s going on.  Then let your ol’ pal DJ Pon3 know. Now, I know what all of you are actually wondering: what about that Equestrian heroine from Stable Two?  What’s she up to? Well, I’ve got incredible news: the Stable Dweller loves you!  That’s right, all of you!  And you know how I know?... because she sent a little toaster repairpony to me with a special delivery.  Starting tomorrow, there will be some new songs added to our broadcast.  So keep yourselves tuned in, faithful listeners, because you don’t want to be the last pony around to have heard the discs I’ll be spinnin’ for you tomorrow!   And now, once again, it’s Sapphire Shores singing that the sun can’t hide forever.”
“Well looks like Littlepip has done Dj A favor cant wait to see what she does next.” I giggle before turning back to Daisy. 
“Daisy you know that most mares have difficulty during that time a hoof can only do so much these relief devices are known for their effectiveness at easing that time by giving all the needed sensory feeling of a stallion one maybe without two things the feeling of the stallions climax and the weight on your back the one with the strap is for two mares to enjoy together giving everything but the feeling of being seeded will not be there. There is of course the ones that are enhanced giving the feeling for mares on mare to feel that seeding feeling but with no risk of being impregnated yours or your lovers marecum or mare ejaculet is enjected just through the toy and into the mare once the one using said strapon reaches climax.” I said. 
“No pony is going to make you use this gift Daisy Misty they are there as an option to use to gain some relief from the itch. I know that there are probably a few mares out there that wish that they had this option available to them before either ending up raped pregnant because they couldn’t avoid a stallion in there time of need. I for one have been saved from making mistakes because of this device. Take it under advisement nothing more and if you need somepony to talk about this we are here for you we are your teammates we support one another and help each other out of a jam.” Storm said I couldn’t help but smile at Storm Chaser. 
“She’s right Daisy we are here for you to assist you if you need advice. My door is always open for anypony in the unit.” I said. 
“I for one am grateful to have an option that won’t lead me being mounted before I am ready to even think of that. Sure stallions catch my eyes every now and then and I think of finally having sex when I’m feeling horny. I will not dismiss this gift and will look into the proper use of them so I do not hurt myself or somepony else should I find myself wanting to share a night with a mare.” Misty said. 
Daisy sighed and nodded. “You to are right of course if these do as you say they do then there useful but until I know for sure I won’t...I need time It hasn’t been long since I lost my mate even though I’m moving on it still hurts. I have to be strong for my fillies and so others can have the safety I wish we had. Thank You Cloudy, Storm for the gift. 
“Your welcome Daisy.” Storm and I replied. “Now go on you two We have preparations to make and Daisy the armors looking good.” I said getting nods from all three. 
I turned and headed back to the CC to read reports and clean and maintain my own armor. 
Two hours later I entered the mess hall to get some food and to check on the others. MIsty was reading from her pipbuck screen with a blush on her face while biting her lower lip. Oh how I know that feeling. She’s more likely reading the book I mentioned. Daisy was Drinking a cold sparkle cola We of course saved the bottlecaps since there money. We did have a bottling line here as well as a cap press with all the scrap metal we have from the brass from the firing range and training course. We should have enough to take a million caps with us if we so choose to. Hmm I should consult Daisy. I thought as I walked over to her. “Got a moment Daisy?” I asked. 
She looked up from the tactical manual she was reading. “Sure what’s on your mind CJ.” 
“I was thinking about random things when I noticed your drink and forgot about one of the few things I completely forgot about.” I said getting a look of confusion in Daisy’s Eyes. “What do you mean Cloudy?” She asked. 
“We have a bottling line here including cap production and capping of bottles of Sparkle Cola and Sarsaparilla. We have over 2 billion caps within this base at this very moment. With enough scrap metal to make an even million from just the weapons manufacturing. Not to mention the raw ore the base can process.” I said getting Daisy’s Jaw to drop. I heard a clatter and thud and spun around to see Misty Rubbing her head the chair she was sitting on its back she fell backwards probably overbalanced. “Are you alright Misty?” I asked getting a nod from here but she too had a look of shock on her face. 
“With that kind of caps CJ we might even be able to contract Gawds talions to assist us and so much more.” Daisy said quietly. 
“Question is should we take a million or two with us when we go out and about If we do two mil we can each carry 500k each or have one pony within the team designated as our trader who would then hold the caps and do all trade related transactions I have already spoken to Ditzy about possibility of her being a Liaison with trade caravans or convoys. I was also thinking of teaching members of each team we have with skills in bartering knowing what is in good condition so on so forth. I do not plan for us to be the only ones being sent out on missions to A scout out B gather intel C escort caravans or D being sent on patrol.” I said. 
Daisy seemed to perk up. “Well Ma’am I am willing to do what I can to assist with trade related information as well as do trade for the team. Teach the art of trade and barter on our down time while we are in between missions.” Daisy said. 
“I figured as much so you are the our barter and trader for this team which will be known as Alpha team. I am Alpha 1, Storms Alpha 2, Daisy your Alpha 3 Misty Alpha 4 you're also designated as team medic due to your medical spells as well as combat heavy support.” I said getting nods from both mares. 
Storm walked in and froze. “Did I miss something?” 
“No just assigning designations of the team mates your Alpha 2 Daisy’s 3 and Misty’s 4 Daisy is our trader and barterer she deals with sell and buying. Misty is our teams medic and heavy support. Until we get a fifth you and I will be designated as Leader/Scout me Second in command/communications. You and I are pulling double Duties Until we get that fifth pony we will not have a designated pony for coms. I am also thinking if we make the team’s six ponies each we could designate one as gunner. For the Tortoises we would be able to send out with the caravans/convoys.” I said. 
“Not a bad Idea Cj plus would give us at least a lookout as well.” Storm said.
“Ok so we need to get two more ponies for Alpha team. Before we get completely sidetracked Daisy do you think we would be able to pull it off with our cap supply as it is?” I asked
Daisy looked at the cap from her drink. “We should be able to Cj most caps we get from drink machines are pretty much in good condition like these. As for trade wise they will be fine I can even ask Ditzy about it the next time we stop in.” I nodded in agreement. 
Storm Chaser was at a lose then it clicked. “Oh Celestia the bottling line and caps I completely forgot about that.” she said sheepishly.
“Yes even I did Storm we currently have over 2 billion caps with enough scrap from weapon manufacturing alone to make another 2 mil at least not including the casings we collect each time a standard weapon is fired our armors collect that though. We dump that all back at base to be recycled. We keep scrap in our armors for the repair functions.” I said getting nods from both Storm and Daisy. 
“What about scrap and repair functions?” Misty asked. 
“Oh right not sure if your armors got it or not but Mine, Daisy’s and Storm’s power armor has a repair talisman built in from a pouch or bin whatever you wish to call it has scrap metal that it will consume to repair our armors. Should damage be done to our armor We also have a doctor enchantment that will administer healing potions med x and radaway should we need it but Should our injury say we have a broken leg it will not administer it until medical clearance is given and leg has been mended or set. I said.
“Oh that’s good to know me being team medic is for cases that The Doctor enchantments for your armors can’t be used to heal an injury?” She asked.
“That and if we come across a pony needing medical aid.” I said making Misty smile again. 
I walked over to the terminal punched up the qualifications for a field Doctor sent the information to Misty’s Pipbuck registered Corporal Misty Sparks as a Field Doctor in training Requisitions for Misty Sparks Heavy Duty Medical saddlebags Medical loadout. Also sent the field medic qualifications to Misty’s pipbuck as well. Base intercom activated Corporal Misty Sparks Please report to medical exam room One for Field Medic qualification test you are registered as a field doctor in training please report to Field medic qualification testing in medical exam room one. 
I looked to Misty who froze. “Misty you can pass this Field Medic test look at the second file I sent to your pipbuck.” She did and relaxed. “You have the Field Medic in the bag it using your pipbuck the test you're taking is for unicorn ponies not the test Storm and I had to pass we don’t have the archan magic unicorns have. So you should pass the test easily your Field Equipment will be waiting for you in your quarters. You will also have all relative data sent to the terminal for the Field Doctors test and what you will require to learn to pass the test We will give you the time you need to learn it in Study it whenever you can even on a mission while you're sitting not doing a shift at pulling or com duty. While in flight would be a good thing too but remember do not forget to keep your ears open incase we come under attack.” I said. 
“This test will register you as the medic allowing you access to the medical field loadout when you pass the Field Doctors test you will have access to even more equipment the saddlebags are heavily reinforced and armored to carry the medical supplies for a field team including triage.” Storm said. 
“Plus I wouldn’t have placed you or registered you as the field medic and field doctor in training if you couldn’t pass the test for Field Medic We believe in you Misty you can do this.” I added
Misty smiled proceeded to the exam room. I followed to give her encouragement I watched as she took the test. I couldn’t help but smile as she answered questions demonstrated healing magic the mending spell to how to set a broken leg and even triage procedures. To see her happy put a smile on my face. The results of the test came in she passed with high marks. My pipbuck chirped at me and I looked at it requisition approved Medical loadout approved Misty Sparks Field Medic qualified. Recommended be promotion to Sergeant. I typed it in and approved the promotion. Also placed order in to have Misty’s Armor to be adorn with the Ministry of Peace symbol designating her as a medical pony. Misty came out of the exam room with a smile on her face. 
“Nice Job Sergeant Sparks Report to The Armory bay with your Armor so your armor can be modified You are a Combat Field Medic now and have received a promotion to sergeant congratulations I knew you could do it.” I said smiling at her she just pulled me into a hug. 
“How did you know I would be able to feel so satisfied being a medic I can honestly say My mother would be proud of me I am doing something that I feel I can really do I’m happy being able to help others even in a small way that certification has so much meaning sure it only writing on a paper but it means so much. And will mean so much to everypony out there.” Misty said. 
Misty quickly trotted to collect her armor and report to the armory bay for armor modifications heavily reinforced armored medical saddlebags added armor systems updated and enhanced for combat field medic. Sergeant insignia added and Ministry of Peace Medical emblem added.
“Try it on Misty your armors systems have been upgraded to include medical diagnostics.” I said.
Misty put her armor on she didn’t notice much of a difference except she now had additional storage. Her pipbuck helped her organize her new improved inventory system. I posed an inquiry to the base computer knowing about current pre-war tech and the magical properties that we know would it be possible to modify A Steel Ranger Armor to be used by a Unicorn with no loss of containment. While the bases computer was working Daisy came in taking one look at Misty and smiled. 
“Passed your test I see Congratulations Sergeant and got promoted as well nice.” Daisy said.
Misty Nodded. “Yes I’m happy I didn’t know that I would enjoy working medical as much as I did with plants. I always did have a knack for spells, but to know I have the ability to really be of use to the wasteland as a medical pony is amazing. That Oath I took just now as a medic I will not openly cause harm but I do know that I can not Not fight If it came to it so combat field medic I am being trained for combat field doctor. I could really help ponies with everything I’m learning. That is amazing in of itself.” Misty said. 
My pipbuck chirped I looked at the information that it displayed. “Ah looks like it could be possible to modify Steel Ranger Armor There is a prototype Steel Ranger Armor Design that was meant for unicorns. We just need to get some more Steel Ranger armor to be able to modify it to this design no major changes to the armor itself except a treated metal alloy that we have in stock to allow the use of unicorn magic around the area where the horn would be on the helmet other than that its the same.” I said in surprise. 
“So you're saying that we can make steel ranger armor?” Daisy asked. 
“Yes we can provided we have the supplies to make the armors matrix and the actual matrix design we could. The recycle system within the base will take what is recycled and brake it down making it new So if we put a damaged or destroyed power armor with the matrix intact. We could have a completely repaired and brand new power armor. With our matrix master key we should be able to do more as well. I would like it if you could work with Misty Daisy you went through Steel Ranger power armor training your the one most qualified to train her work with her strengthening her up to be able to use the armor even we pegasi go through intense training to use power armor similar to the Steel Rangers. Our armor maybe enchanted to reduce its weight but it actually weighs about as much as your armor does Daisy but with the magic power flowing The enchantment negates the weight of the armor. Storm and I could effectively use Steel Ranger armor if we had to but it would cramp our wings being restricted as they would be.” I said and giggled at Daisy’s expression. “I take it you Didn’t know that.” I added. 
Daisy shook her head. “No ma’am I didn’t know you could use Ranger armor.” 
“I do not like to use it because Like I said in pins our wings and it can pinch them pretty badly amongst other things.” I said. “On another note because of my work with the Pegasus Power Armors I know the arcane matrix layout for the armor I helped design the the armor hell My armor was the prototype. The matrix is complicated but It has been programed into the matrix for construction should the need ever arrive or we need to completely repair the spell matrix on a Power Armor. Was to have a lot more Pegasi at the base. It might be possible for the systems to map and store the information for the Steel Ranger armor but it would take a lot of material to make a complete armor from scratch so Recycling a scrapped Power Armor even if we could reactivate the power systems would be cheaper on mats then making a brand new one. Because It uses the existing material after repairing it and we can input changes into the new armor the recycler makes so If we find a Steel Rangers armor or multiple armors that are damaged we can use that to make a Unicorn Steel Ranger Armor I would hate to throw a perfectly good power armor into the recycler just to get one made for Misty so working with her to be power Armor trained in the meantime. Would be beneficial.” 
Daisy and Misty nodded. “Understood Ma’am we will get on it as soon as possible.” They said getting a nod from me. 
“Don’t push yourselves girls we need to be alert and until we have more ponies to help us. So we can take time and remain at base we have to go out there and help as much as possible. I hate being understaffed but I can not help it at the moment.” I said with a heavy sigh.
Daisy and Misty nodded. “We agree with you ma’am would be nice to be able to Sit back maybe train others to guard and assist ponies but we are the only 4 mares at the moment that can do anything…” Looking around they could see all the good this base could do… “We have to protect this base but we also have to have access to the equipment and munitions it can supply us with there is only so much 4 ponies alone can do the more we have the better it will be in the long run but who can we really trust. I think we should find some armors that would work to get Misty some true power armor Might even have to make a raid on a small outpost of rangers We stumbled on they didn’t see us or if the noticed us on there efs they didn’t come to investigate.” They Said.
I looked at my friends and smiled. “We will find a way Storm and I have been through a lot of things this is just one new challenge for us to conquer. At least we have to friends to help us through this troubling times.” I said.
“Get some sleep girls I have one thing to check on at the CC and I’ll be turning in as well Want to see if those hired hoofs made it to New Appleloosa.” I said getting a nod from my three friends. 
When I got to the CC I did indeed see that they had made it even with the thestral mare’s pause for self pleasure. I did see that they went to the inn and not left so they probably went to sleep. So I went to my quarters and laid down for sleep.
The morning went about as expected we all ate breakfast  Did our usual things Misty Daisy training except Daisy had added more armor to Misty’s underboarding I heard Daisy tell Misty that she would be wearing that until she can move without getting tired then ti would be increased again this would be how she was going to train her in strength. 
I motioned Daisy over. “ How much weight is she wearing I hope you took into account of her armor and Weapons?” I asked. 
“She has roughly about 150 pounds on her fully equipped  as she is. She will not be able to move very fast yet but the added weights are also increasing the armor protection she has an AP round is probably the only thing that can really get her through that armor unless its the head.” Daisy said as she had Misty walking around. 
“Hoo-RAH! Celestia and Luna bless us, we have NEW MUSIC! And with that new music comes some new News!  Ready for this?  Last night, our Wasteland Savior...that kid from Stable Two, found and rescued the good folks of Gutterville!  And what horror did she save them from, you ask?  A psychotic ghoul scientist who was performing experiments with Taint and who had bred himself a small army of manticores!  That, folks, is what they mean by crushing two radroaches with one hoof: she not only saved the lives of over two dozen ponies, but she solved Manehattan’s manticore problem too! Hell, you see the kid, tell her to stop by and visit.  Ol’ DJ Pon3 wants t’ give her a big kiss for that one!” 
I was drinking some Sparkle Cola and did a classic spit take “Oh great I’ll be smelling carrots for a month.”.I exclaimed while spluttering coughing   “Oh boy Littlepip must have found her special somepony Homage is laying it on thick.” I add feeling a little Envious of that little filly. 
I beep alerted me to an incoming Message on my pipbuck. Looking at it I noticed who it was From and opened the frequency.  “Yes Silver Bell whats Ditzy have for us.” I asked the little filly on the other end. “Well momma says to use caution they have disruption grenades not from her they had some. She also says they purchased some Ap rounds and They bought that Energy weapon you sold her as collateral and Payment for services that have yet to be completed, The one with the strange wings has the rifle they bought. They got medical supplies as well as food then left the shop. Looking out now they're heading for the gate out of town.” Silver bell said. 
“Thanks Silver. We will stop by when we get a moment we need to prepare for another type of confrontation Is it me or are we having more of them?” I asked getting nods from everypony. 
“Ok girls gear up time to go introduce ourselves to the hired thieves. I want to know who hired us and what their objective is.” I said as Daisy got into her Armor Misty was already in hers Storm and I rushed off and got ours on met back at the hangar. 
“Ok girls listen up they are to be treated as a threat there carrying Disruption grenades and Ap ammo and are now equipped with a Magical energy rifle. This info comes from Ditzy they had over a thousand caps to buy that weapon the  quality and condition alone. Was worth up to a half a mil in caps according to Ditzy.” I said getting nods. “With that in mind we should try at least not bring this to combat. I will approach them and speak to them Misty I want you to be ready to take action should they strike at me Daisy and storm will be with me I want both of you to flank them. I want to keep em alive We need the information they could provide.” I said getting nods. 
“Let’s go meat these group hop in the tortoise girls we will be hiding it after we land I want to be prepared use stealth bucks girls to sneak up on them Correction I want us together but MIsty with Daisy Storm I want you above them If they drop or launch one of them spark grenades I want you and Misty to Pop all 3 of them with The Darts 2 each Stay out of Effective range of the grenades if possible you won't be affected much buy it Misty but Storm would I want these three alive.” I said getting nods from everypony. “Ok Load up let’s go meet them we will hide the tortoise and prepare the ambush I checked there heading this way so lets give them a warm Hello.” I said getting laughs from the others. 
A moment later we were out of the base we touched down and hid the tortoise we then found the best location to stop them to talk would be at I had placed a two way speaker unit near the location. I took up location farther back in sniper  scoped Misty Daisy and Storm where at the speaker location ready to activate their stealth to flank them. 25 minutes later they stealthed up 5 minutes after that I took my shot into the ground at their hooves. “Hult. Not a step farther.” I said. 
When the shot hit the ground in front of the leader she drew her weapon so did the others taking battle stances. A sigh was heard from the speaker. “Do you really think 4 trained military officers would be stupid enough to be where you could see us I am a sniper fully trained I could have ended this before it even began if I so choose to But I want to talk Peacefully as it should be oh! Before I forget Do not make any sudden movements my ponies have orders to take you out should you so much as twitch You are surrounded so I wouldn’t suggest you press your luck.” I said. 
“What do you want?” Asked the merc leader. 
“Oh no no no I said If you wait a moment I’ll be there to speak to you face to face But I warn you now you make any aggressive or stupid move like going for them grenades you have. Oh yes we know about them. But alass I am not going to continue talking to you through an intercom speaker system.” I said getting an okay from mercs. 
A moment later I deactivate my stealth in front of them My gatlings barrels spinning ready to fire. “Ok Fillies.” I said looking at the three in question who gasped at my appearance. “I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard you have been hired to track us and acquire our equipment and gear I want to know why and for what purpose would it serve anypony to have my equipment or the equipment of my team or is it what we had in the tortoise that got some ponies interest? That doesn’t matter right now what matters is that I have a Unicorn mare earth pony mare and a thestral mare hunting my team and the property of the Equestrian Military.” 
The Merc Leader gulped when she looked at my weapons armor especially my sniper. “We were hired to acquire your equipment by any means necessary payed a big advancement to acquire what we thought we would need to get the job done. We do intend to complete our job one way or another.” The merc said. 
“Commendable! But suicidal when you think about it You only know that there are 4 of us that is true…..” with a nodding notion Daisy Misty and Storm Dropped stealth… “I also know that we outgun you by quite a bit.” I said hearing the gasps from each one. “Oh buck we are so screwed!” The Thestral mare exclaimed while dropping her weapon with and putting her hooves up and wings extended showing no additional weapons. 
After taking a look at the firepower around them the other two followed there companion's actions. “Sergeant would you mind securing their equipment, I do not want to approach them just yet. I want this done peacefully not with bloodshed.” I said as Misty using her tk removed all the grenades and weapons that they laid down. 
“Why?” The merc asked. 
“Why am I not killing you or why do I not want bloodshed?” I asked her in return. 
“Why are you being so nice to us.” She clarified. 
“Ah I am a mare on a mission of protection not destruction and death.” I said. 
“You three were Hired for this job In Manehattan I want to know by who and where because I am a mare that also needs information to complete her mission a mission that has waited 2 centuries to be completed or even begun. I am a mare from the war Fillies I knew The princesses and the ministry mares and was honored and proud to call them my friends so answer my question Where did you get hired and by who?” I said pulling my helmet off and getting right in the merc leaders face wings spread wide to add intimidation which worked a little too well on the unicorn mare who pissed herself.
The Thestral answered the question. “Tenpony Tower don’t know who it was couldn’t see there face we negotiated as normal told us the job what we should look for and acquire the goods. And return for remaining payment.” She squeaked as I turned my attention to her. 
I looked her over noticing she has a scar on her neck. “I thought I would never see a thestral again when I Awoke from my stasis glad to see at least some survived. Do you still honor you mistress Princess Luna as all thestrals were sworn to?” I asked her getting a gulp and nod from her. 
“I see then you also know that If I was so inclined I could conscript you into the Equestrian Military right under the Authority granted to me by Princess Luna and the Equestrian You are a member of the Royal Lunar guard what may be one of the few who believe and follow the ways of your tribe.” I asked again she nodded. 
“My question to you would be would you Honor your oath as a thestral should i invoke that right would you leave your friends and join my unit in our mission to protect Equestria even though Equestria is a wasteland Princess may or may not be dead I have my standing orders to protect I lost my ponies most I have rebuilt my team do not underestimate the power of friendship.” I said. 
She looked at her two friends. “Moon Lily is what she saying true?” The Merc Leader asked. 
“Yes If she is who she says she is I would be Honor bound to assist her.” The now named thestral said. 
I immediately began to recite my Identification and authority code. “I am General Cloud Striker ID code 998709A authority Celestia and Luna tier authority Alpha Niner Niner Bravo Niner Two.” I said watching the thestrals eyes widen and ears perk up.  “Oh sweet Merciful Luna It is her." Moon Lily said.  
Her friends looked shocked at that comment. “Lily what is going on?” The unicorn asked. 
“She just told me her authority code and it matches to the one given to my kind to listen for She is Equestrian Military not only that but she’s Special forces and Intel corps under the MAW we are so bucking lucky she desided to talk instead of taking us out. She’s Highly trained able to snipe from long range we wouldn’t have made it to cover after that warning shot.” Lily whimpered. 
“Moon Lily I take it that’s your name?” I asked getting a squeak and rapped nod. “Yes It is Ma’am.” She added. 
“Do not worry I have no intention of hurting you if i had you wouldn’t be standing now but I will say this I do not like being a target of some underhooved ploy I will be looking into this as soon as possible I have somepony at Tenpony I could question. Plus it is against the law’s of 
Tenpony that somepony has hired to have us eliminated for the equipment we carry and or have in our possession if it is a citizen of the tower they just broke the laws and it’s a matter of time before they are caught and executed. I got the laws of Tenpony before we left. I also know that our word is not worth shit there.” I said. 
“There is a rumor of a secret society that truly runs the Tower. I do not know much more than that.” Moon said. 
“I gathered as much considering there are shielded and protected portions of the Tower no pony can enter. Unless Authorized.” I said. 
“So Now that You know that I am not lieing Moon Lily what is it you wish to do I could invoke the right and not give you any options to refuse but I am not that kind of Mare. I will even extend an offer to your friends to join us they would have to swear an oath of loyalty  to the Equestrian Military to the princesses and to me that they will perform the duties assigned to them from either myself or my second in command Captain Storm Wing,” I said pointing up they looked to see Storm hovering with a rifle trained on them. 
“There is also a matter of trust we would need to be earned before you are can fully join us the fact that you Laid your weapons down helps My intel on you was correct except for one detail. According to my Intel you Moon Lily here was reported to be a stallion of course they do get mixed up from time to time.” I said getting a blush from Moon Lily. 
“I can’t help it training is tough going So I have more muscles than our average mare.” Moon said. 
“I take it you went into the guard training when others didn’t” I asked getting a nod from Lily.
“If you do join us Moon Lily you will be offered a position within this unit and undergo some training. Armor would also be provided as well as weaponry how trained are you Moon Lily?” I asked. 
“I know how to use a battle saddle we had one for training I can fire and use a wide range of weapons including wingblades. Mine got damaged beyond repair a few jobs back have yet to find a place that has any. I do not want to return home a disgrace. I left home to help ponies one thing after another forced us to become mercs to be able to help ponies.” Moon Lily said. 
“Alright how about armor training?” I asked. 
“Armor training?” She looked at my armor. “Do you mean Power Armor training?” she asked. 
“Yes. I do have Power Armor available to flyers you may not be a pegasus pony Moon Lily but you are a flyer and the armor was designed to be used by winged ponies Like You me and Storm.” I said a look of ah on her face made me giggle. 
“That is of course if you wish to join us you and your friends would be given a task to complete should they join with you. After the oaths are sworn you three will be put to sleep there is a reason for it trust me. That choice though is yours to make Should you join us you will be sworn in then put to sleep.” I said. “Choose carefully there will be no turning back and death is the consequence of breaking the oath being sworn. 
That got all three’s eyes to widen. “What the buck have we stumbled into here.” The leader said.
“That is something that can be explained but I will not explain anything at all to civilians!” I exclaimed.
“I will give you some time to talk amongst yourselves to decide whether to accept my offer or not to accept The Choice is yours to decide but know this I am recruiting ponies. You three have integrity willing to complete a job that could very easily gotten the three of you killed.” I said. 
“To answer your question No power armor training we had none to train with but we did have a physical intensive weight training to boost our strength to be able to use power armor we based it off the Steel Ranger’s for we had a instructor for the M.W.T training program so we had knowledge of Power Armor physical training. Never the actual armor training itself.” Moon Lily said. 
I nodded at that. “Alright that is good than It wouldn’t be to hard for you to acclimate to the Power Armors available. Your training included a wide range of weapons I take it included melee weapons and hoof to hoof so that wouldn’t be to hard to get you up to speed.” I said in thought. “As for you two Training would be harder its would not be easy you will be tested to see what weapon would be best suited for you than training in said weapon would take place. I am not a tough Pony to get along with I would and will not push a training regimen on anypony.” I added. 
“With that said take a moment to talk to each other. I have need of personnel but I will not force it on anypony Even when I have the option to In Moon Lily’s case.” I said. 
Moon Lily and her Friends took talked amongst themselves. Questions were asked and answered Lily had hard questions to answer but she did. Each of them came to a choice. 
Moon Lily and her friends turned back to us. 
“I take it you made a decision?” I asked getting a nod from each. 
“We have.” Moon Lily spoke and I raised an eyebrow. 
“And?” 
“My friends don’t want to leave me we have gone through a lot in our time together so it has been talked and we decided to join you As a Lunar guard I would be bound by the oath to assist you in any way possible my friends are not under that same oath you said you needed ponies I am such a pony My oath to our Lunar Princess and mistress is binding You have the authority to order me to aid you by conscription your use of the authority codes given to you by both Princesses is proof of it. As a member of the Royal guard I can not refuse the call. You have the authority over me and anypony of my home to draft us into service. I will serve my mistress once again In her memory if need be for we too do not know if she lives. You have her authority to draft as well as Princess Celestia’s. I will follow the code of conduct and submit to your authority I am yours to command.” Moon Lily said I looked at the other too. “Thats Moon Lily what about you two are you going to join as well?” I asked they both nodded. 
“Alright let it be known that once you swear the oath it is binding penalty of High Treason and death is the result should this oath’s be broken. For you will have information that can not fall into the wrong hooves. As members of this unit under my command. You will have access to equipment and training not available to most ponies. This Unit is not part of the standard Equestrian Military we are part of all branches of the service as Moon Lily said she would be oath bound to assist should I request it.” I said. 
Again the nodded. “Very well After the Oaths are sworn The Sergeant here will give you something for you to take. Take it and we will be on our way.” I said getting nods from them,
They each swore an oath of loyalty to me to Equestria and to the Princesses the same oaths I took when Joining the service. After which Misty passed them each a vile to take they took it and 5 minutes later they were asleep and loaded into the Tortoise. 
I sighed. “That went well make sure there equipment is secured. We have to return to base we will head out to Fillydelphia in two days.” I said getting nods from each of the team. 
We returned to the base. An hour after our return I was standing in front of the Three recruits as they regained consciousness. “I hope you three enjoyed your Nap. I will now tell you why that was necessary.” I said. 
They sat up and looked around. “Welcome to the MAW’s Military base 155 this base is classified no record was ever recorded of its construction or of its location even with stable tech who had a hoof in the construction. Only 6 ponies ever new of its existence you're sitting in front of Two of them the others are the MAW’s ministry mare Rainbow Dash herself Princesses Luna and Celestia Stable Tech Stable architect and builder Applebloom who went through memory extraction after the completion of the base voluntarily. This is why the oaths come with a high price. This base had 2 functions Intelligence gathering reconnaissance and strategic strikes the secondary function is now in effect. This base like other Stables is to protect pony life this base has prototype equipment as well as 27 levels and is to help rebuild equestria within these walls is manufacturing equipment capable of rebuilding the infrastructure of Equestria. It can also help restore Equestria  We have seeds for every food stuff have Two Levels completely Devoted to Hydroponics. One for food the other for Medical. We have a complete record of every educational book and teaching aids we have a fully stocked and operational training center for military training and schooling. You are now members of the MAW Special Operations and reconnaissance division. We are what is Left of the Equestrian Military as I was informed by a message from Rainbow Dash herself The day of the megaspells fell and the Pegasi Military abandoned Equestria and cloud locked the sky. Should this base fall into the wrong hooves. No pony will benefit from what this base can offer. We are understaffed I had 200 personnel when we went into stasis 17 years ago a faulty power relay blew cutting main power to the stasis chamber my staff were in. Independent back up systems kicked in reviving them they were trapped in the room a flaw was discovered in the construction. They took their own lives then lose themselves to insanity. I failed them Even though they said I didn’t I honor their memory by continuing our mission. You swore an Oath to keep this base a secret under the penalty of High Treason and death. The equipment you were hired to recover is MAW equipment 100 Pegasi Mk 2 Power Armor 300 military grade Pipbucks components required to finish the project being built with in this base and material for the Fabrication and manufacturing equipment. Tell me Ladies do I have your word sworn by the oaths you took not more than an hour ago to keep this base a secret or do I have to carry out the capital punishment for revealing the bases location and purpose. That is why you were knocked out before being brought here. So you would not know the location of this base. I told you there were reasons behind the administration of the sedative we also had plans if needed to knock you out by another means should you been aggressive.” I said. 
They stared at me for the longest moment with their jaws on the floor. Moon Lily was the first to regain her voice. “Ma’am I will say this base is a vital strategic operations base as well as a base to help rebuild what was once a proud nation and kingdom I would be Honored to serve to restore Equestria to its once beautiful state were ponies do not have to fear about running out of food and are safe to play in fields again.When we left the comfort of our stable It was said that sadness was felt throughout the settlement at the state of Equestria. Teams were sent to scout and look for survivors. Some came back reporting that indeed there were ponies alive and told them a great many things we headed there words. The pegasi guards then went on patrol yet never returned. We never did find out what happened to them. That happened a hundred years ago We kept to ourselves mostly but we did assist and sent out teams to protect caravans that traded with our settlement. I will not let this base fall to the vile ponies who would use it for their own gain not allowing the ponies to truly recover from the war that was fought so long ago.” Moon Lily said with a stern and strong voice. 
“Sweet Celestia and Luna.” The other two said.
“We really stepped into something didn’t we.” Sharp shot said looking at her two friends. 
“I’ll say.” Divenia said. 
“We have a chance to really make a difference out there Girls. Just think with the help from this base Equestria can truly recover. I for one am honored to be given this opportunity My lips are sealed unless you state otherwise Ma’am.” Moon Lily said Saluting me sharply. 
I returned the salute. “Sharp Shot and Divenia You have taken an oath to assist others This news is shocking I know when I was given command of this base I was shocked at the orders that came with it. The fact that I would be an asset to assist Equestria to recover should the worst case happen. I lost everypony I held dear my family my best friends. Everypony I only have one Close Friend Left that is Storm Wing I have made new friends with Daisy and Misty respectively but I know Storm better than anypony here and same for her. She know’s me better than anypony here. Do not forget I maybe A General but I am also a pony. We all need friendship I will not leave a member of this Unit behind.” I said. 
At those words both Snapped out of the shock giving nods of agreement. 
“So know this As of now you three are members of the Equestrian Military sworn to protect and serve Your days of wandering from job to job are over until we acquire more personnel you will be traveling with us. Shap you will be trained in the use of the Tortoise weapons systems and will be in the gunners seat and observation bubble. Moon Lily you will be taking turns with Storm Wing and Myself with pulling in flight as well as scouting ahead for dangers. Each of us will be taking turns pulling the tortoise and supply cart while out and about. We will be setting up patrols as well when we stop for the night. Now Report to Storm Wing who is Standing by the door she will escort you to the equipment bay where you will be issued some equipment Moon Lily you will be issued Power Armor Get use to it there is an area so that you can fly After you are issued the armor I will be along shortly to discuss armorment. Dismissed.” I said getting Salutes from all three which I returned. 
After they left with Storm I caught the Attention of Misty and Daisy. 
“I want you two to keep an eye on Sharp Shot and Divenia. Moon Lily is a member of the royal guard I know her kind would frown on her for breaking an oath of service plus she pledged herself to our cause in Luna’s name. The other two on the other hoof are unknowns Until they prove themselves I don’t want to send them on missions alone.” I said getting nods from both of them. 
“Understood.” They replied. 
I left to meet back up with them. When I arrived Storm was Finishing booting up their Pipbucks Moon was drooling over the Power Armors. I couldn’t help but Giggle at the googly eyes Moon was displaying at their sight. Moon Lily snapped to attention when She noticed me. 
“At ease Moon Lily.” I said and she relaxed. 
“Okey Fillies now that you have your pipbucks We will equip you with armor and armaments. As I can already guess Moon Lily has been Fawning over the Power Armor. The standard Armaments for these armors are as follows Nova Surge Rifles, integrated Missile Launch pods and wingblades. Since these are custom made Power Armors ordered by Rainbow Dash herself they are Not equipped with the Nova Surge Rifles at this time but the integrated weapons are there This armor comes with customizable battle saddle systems advance storage system medical doctor enchantment and automatic repair talisman to repair the armor. It has an Enhanced EFS system with addition of your pipbuck it now also has S.A.T.S available. You can choose your weapon loadout Although I would recommend at least having One Nova Surge Rifle being integrated into the Armors weapon energy supply as a backup. The armor is also enchanted to not way a thing to the wearer. Allowing them to still use there enate magic to cloud walk or stand on a cloud.this doesn’t stop you from using the full strength of the armor's weight behind an attack. Hence the reason I asked you if you had Power Armor training since you have had the physical training to use it properly you will be Issued one Moon Lily as for You Sharp Shot and Divenia you will be issued standard heavy duty power enhanced armor we happen to have power enhanced unicorn armor and are hoping to acquire more Power Armor for the ground pounders in other words Steel Ranger armor which can be modified to be useable for unicorns. But as of yet we are limited to having One Steel Ranger armor not assigned. Something might be able to be done about that as time goes on So both of you will be undergoing strength enhancing training so you could effectively use Power Armor. Knight Daisy Streaks will be incharge of said training. As for weapons we have a vast selection taking your talent Sharp You would be long range specialist of some sort whether that's sniping considering or long range shooting in general. Divenia I do not know much about you what you’re capable of or what weapons you prefer.” I said. 
“My talent is in enchantments as for weapons I really have no preferences I generally use what is available to me.” Divenia said. 
“I see very interesting not many enchanters out there from what I have gathered. It is a rare talent to have being able to enchant something even make talismans provided you know the enchantment to use. We might be able to help you with your education in enchantment considering we have the knowledge to teach such here. Take the Sergeant her talent lies with Hydroponics and magic dealing with medical she has picked up medical magic rather quickly learning most of the spells required to be a Unicorn Doctor she has to study up on the pony anatomy and medical procedures before being qualified as a full fledged doctor. She’s a combat Field Medic at the moment undergoing training to be a Combat field Doctor. You three will eventually be paired up with three more ponies and become a team yourselfs more likely to guard the convoys and or caravans that will be coming to trade. At this moment you're with us so do the jobs you're assigned to do.” I said.
Moon Lily Sharp Shot and Divenia all nodded. “Back to it than Moon Lily stand before me and spread your wings.” I said. 
Moon Lily did as requested. I quickly looked her over from head to tail. Nodding I walked over to a Power Armor bring it out of the line. “Ok Moon Lily as I said we have not added the full complement of armaments for the armor but we did incorporate a Single Nova Surge Rifle into each armor system.” I said before pulling the armor away I hit a button the walls flipped over revealing weapon selection for this class of armor available and on hoof. “These are the choices you have available for selection until we acquire fully trained enchanter with talismans to spare flight based weapons are what we have available for each armor is what is displayed before you.” I said. 
“You do of course have the option to go the full Nova Surge Rifle rout should you choose to we have the additional rifles available. You have three empty weapon slots available currently.” I said giving her a nod to make her choices.
Moon Lily looked over the selection and picked the twin .308 cal semi auto rifles and a .44 cal mid range sniper. I had an eyebrow raised at that. “Interesting choice.” I said giving a nod. Storm and I quickly connected the weapons to the armors systems after Moon Lily put on the armor we had to get the confirmation of the weapons being properly connected. 
Moon Lily squeaked In joy when the armor was activated. “Now Lily you will notice an indicator with a lightning bolt icon that's your weapon power for your Nova Surge Rifle you will be getting notifications that connections being established for your weapon selection you will notice three empty ports.” I said.
“Yes Ma’am I see them.” She replied. “Good let us know when a successful connection are made when it comes to your mid range sniper you will get or should get a loading bar that pops up this weapon comes with a power armor scope function that's loaded into the power armors system so you can activate the scope. Once all weapons are installed I want you to run a status check on all systems Your pipbuck has already transferred your Identification and registered the armor as yours and Vise versa If i was to connect my pipbuck to this armor I would get your ID and loadout information. As well as the Armors status.” I said getting a nod from her. 
We made short work with the help of Moon Lily she was squealing in joy bouncing in happiness and moving remarkably well her wings were fully flared as she looked at herself in the mirror. Storm and I couldn’t help it we cracked up laughing which was joined in by Lily a moment later when she realized that she was acting like a foal in a candy store. 
“I’m just glad I have this helmet on or you would see how red I am.” Moon Lily said. 
“Trust Us Moon Lily we have seen that reaction to New Recruits getting there Power Armor for the first time. Now that is done let us move on to your ammunition and get your weapons loaded so we can calibrate your targeting system The Missile Launcher pods are already calibrated. So you will not need to load missiles at this time but you will have them before we leave the base for a mission.” I said. 
We loaded Moon Lily’s armor up with standard and ap ammunition for each of her rifles we did decide to load her missiles as well Moon Lily was shocked a bit as her ammo count rose higher. After completing loading her ammo we heard the click that she loaded the weapons. 
“Ok Lily we want you to put rounds down range hit that target in the center aim for the critical shot the red marked area. We want to see how calibrated the weapons are and have systems get them properly aligned with your sights.” I said getting a nod we waited. 
When Moon Lily fired she got some really good shots in the armors systems corrected the alignment so she would hit her target were she was aiming. I smiled. 
“Very good Moon Lily lock your weapon systems down and get use to the armor. Fly around in the Hangar that is where you woke up at and is one of the only real place where you can fly. Do not go into any other location unless authorized to do so CC is off limits to everypony sept Myself and The captain unless you're given permission to enter. Most locations in the base are restricted The armory support bay are not restricted The Armory itself has restricted access. There is a reason. Now come along Sharp Shot Divenia we need to get you into your armor and outfitted.” I said as the turned and followed me. 
I went to another section of the Armory where our standard power enhanced armors were located I stopped by two armors one Unicorn and one earth. “Alright you Two here are your armors for the time being they are enhanced partly with power you have an efs and an integrated targeting system For the battle saddle weaponry both of these armors are set up as reconnaissance and scouting 90% of our armors are set up for that so do not worry that you're getting the poor end of the board here We just do not have all our armors we had on order in the mission we will be doing is to see if our next supply list we have is still there considering it is an underground warehouse we will be visiting it is likely that it has yet been picked clean. Should we find what we are looking for we shall have more armor to assign out Now Storm Wing will assist you with your armors I will be pulling the selection of weaponry for the saddles out that we have for you..” I said I turned and walked through The Armory’s door to do just that. 
When I came back out 20 minutes later With a push cart with weapons on it I stopped by the table and began to place down the weapons onto two tables the weapon selection was slightly different for one had a .50 cal battle saddle required sniper rifle and a few impressive caliber weapons. The other one had shotguns sub and assault weapon variety. “Ok Filly’s these are the selection of weapons you have two slots available to you on your saddles unlike the power armor verity this is what most front Line soldier had available to them when equipped with a battle saddle. Pick carefully for even though we can change weapon loadouts on these battle saddles easier then we can on our current power armors these were all meant for the type of armor you're assigned to at this moment with one exception the sniper here. This weapon was to go to a power armor primarily but is capable to be set on the armors battle saddle of the armors you're equipping with slightly reduced range due to power limitations. The scope on it will not reach the max range for the weapon. Plus she packs one hell of a punch.” I said. 
Sharp shot took the sniper as I knew she would and an assault carbine. Divenia took a semi auto and an assault carbine.THe armor was equipped than they were lead to get ammunition for their weapons. “Be advised girls yoru armors do not have the storage capacity as The power armors or the enhanced storage of the Sergeants due to the fact that armor was a custom design for the shotguns she wields it has an enhanced storage system that also has been increased do to her role as medical officer. So we will have a stock of ammo for your weapons available should you run out in the field.” I said getting nods of understanding from both.
“Alright now that you're outfitted we will take you to see how well you can work well together as you girls came in with only three members until we get a fourth you will be tested as a team of six The Captain will be in command. Pay attention to orders or signals that might be given.” I said before Calling Daisy and Misty to report to the training room. 
As we arrived at the training room Daisy and Misty were there and ready to go. “Alright Girls listen up Daisy you and Misty will be performing a team exercise with six ponies The Captain is of course in charge of this exercise You and Daisy are an established team As are Storm and I the purpose of this exercise is to see how you will work with your other teammates Eventually the whole team will be in there but somepony has to operate the controls. So for this Exercise You will be paired with Sharp Shot Daisy Misty you will get Divenia and Captain your with Lily. You are to assist your paired partner throughout the  exercise along with following orders. This will give you a chance to develop camaraderie amongst the team so they work better together.” I said getting nods from all present. 
“Alright everypony mind your partner follow direction and orders. Daisy and Misty have done this training they know what to do but everything is not always the same for each training session. Good Luck Ladies remember this is live fire exercise with low caliber ammo being used so no injuries are expected should one occur though training will be shut down and medical treatment administered. So do not worry I can see everything that is happening on that training field.” I said. 
“Get ready when you hear the buzzer the training has begun.” I said.  
I watched as they got into their paired partner for this exercise Moon Lily was moving with precise movements along with Storm. Daisy and Sharp were doing similar keeping the left flank covered. Misty and Divenia were protecting the right flank. Storm and Lily opened up On the drones Daisy and Sharp likewise engaged Misty and Divenia to began to fight when they came to there side to test their defences. I sent some to there Six seeing how they handled being surrounded. Storm Noticed that they were getting flanked and Misty and Daisy’s were directed to eliminate the flanking maneuver. Which they did Lily Sharp Shot Divenia walked out with Hits in pretty vital area’s. 
“Alright lady’s not bad. You three need to work on communication with your partners. Sharp Shot Moon Lily Divenia you three are a team I can see you have worked together like this know this When working with a teammate you're not familiar with Like Storm and Lily they worked well together with some minor issues with communication Unlike you two Lily has guard training She has probably done a lot of these types of training most likely not with Live ammo though and sparing. So listen to you teammate they are there for to assist you we all work together or we will fall apart.” I said. “Keep that in mind We will test how you three work together as well.” I said.
“Alright ponies off to bed get some sleep busy training day tomorrow.” I said. 
They left the room all except Storm. “They show promise Cj Moon Lily is probably the most trained out of them and she wishes to show what she can do. But she know’s were taking these training seriously. Shrap is pretty good with a sniper and I'm impressed with Daisy and Misty's performance. In that exercise.” Storm said getting a Nod from me. “Get some sleep Storm I’m putting the Armory on lockdown as well as the Entrances to the base. I do not want them CC is going to have posted guards Any one of them goes down will set off the alarms any attempts to access CC will set off alarms.” I said getting a nod of agreement. 
“Good Night CJ.” Storm said. “Good Night Chaser sleep well.” I replied.

Footnote Cloudy Joy Storm Chaser 50% to next level 
Cloudy Joy Cha increased by 2 points 
Misty Sparks Level up 
Promoted; You have been promoted to the rank of Sergeant 
New Perk Combat Field Medic: You knowledge of Unicorn healing and procedures has granted you the title of Combat Field Medic you're a sworn field medic all medical skills are increased by 20% while administering medical aid.
Unicorn Magic lvl 4: 
Spells: Unicorn Levitation   every unicorn can levitate things 
New spell category Medical Spells: Healing you learned how to heal wounds 
Anesthesia spell: You can hit a target to eliminate pain allowing you to work without complaints from your patient 
Limb regrowth; Your study of the Medical arts has yielded this minor megaspell class ability able to insite regrowth of a lost limb Not everything can be regrown. 
Minding spell You have learned how to mind the a broken bone with your magic allowing for follow up healing. 
Field Doctor training progress 25% Your on your way to becoming a Field Doctor Study of Medical procedures as well as medical spells increase by 5% each time your progress closer to completing your training. You learn medical spells faster. 
Daisy Streaks Level Up
New Perk: Gunnery: your skill with your weapons has granted you this perk all heavy weapons skill and accuracy increased by 15%. 
New Companions: Moon Lily Thestral Mare, Sharp Shot Earth Mare, Divenia Unicorn mare Temporarily assigned to Alpha team.
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Fallout Equestria: Equestrian Airguard
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 Sometimes the Unexpected can be a great boon other times it can be a complete disaster.
CO’s Log: I decided to write a log of  progress of the base and personnel Misty and Daisy are doing far better than I expected. I have granted Daisy the Field Field Rank of Gunnery Sergeant since she joined the Military I decided to give her the rank for I could not advance her in status within the Steel Rangers. Misty has tackled the challenges of learning everything involving Medical and her combat training as well as armor training are going splendidly. Moon Lily has shown that she has a good head of her shoulders. Her two companions are still questionable but have shown Improvements as well. Daisy and Misty have both been keeping an eye on them so far there has been no issues. We shall be heading out to Fillydelphia in a few hours to check out the MAW hub there. I do not know what to expect the tower is not responding like somepony has locked out the link to the others so we are going in blind which I do not like. The SPP mainframe could not give an explanation for why the tower was not responding. So I contacted Homage to see if she has any idea what she told me disturbed me to know end. According to the Information given Redeye the leader of the biggest slaver group has complete control over the Tower in Fillydelphia and has prevented Dj Pon3 to even lift the spirits of the ponies living in Fillydelphia. From what I have been told Littlepip and her group will be going to Fillydelphia to fix this problem by attaching an override onto the systems in the tower. Knowing that filly like I do she wouldn’t stand around without doing something. I just hope she wouldn’t do something stupid.
After recording my log I walked to the briefing room and called everypony in. When they all sat down I cleared my throat. “Alright listen up due to issues I do not have much Intel for our upcoming mission to Fillydelphia. The Tower there in Filly is not responding I investigated further it appears our foe Redeye’s has somehow managed to take control of the tower and has blocked every link to the other towers. All I know is that it is Operational that is the only thing I know. So we are going to have to use extreme caution when entering Fillydelphia before we even move into the city proper I want to recon the area. From what I know the City center is where the megaspell was detonated in the very heart of the city. Lucky for us we will not have to go anywhere near there. The MAW hub was not located near or around the other hubs. I know from reports from Daisy that the M.W.T hub was captured by Redeye forcing the Rangers there to fall back. We will be avoiding the Stable Tech HQ building for that is where the Ranger fell back to and have fortified the building Heavily. So It will be up to Moon Lily Storm and Myself to acquire the recon data we need to proceed. We will set down near the Outskirts of the city So we can hide Out while we gather the intel we need Do not let your guards down for a moment. Daisy will be in charge If both Myself and The Captain are on recon. Moon Lily you have excellent vision during the night so If we are held up before making our way in you will have Night Recon. Your armors com system should be tied into the Tortoise. I want to make sure we all come out of this in one piece. Do not take unnecessary risks.” I said with stern expression on my face.
“With the Addition of Moon Lily we now have access to another flyer and will be able to pull along another tortoise for storing the equipment and gear we can recover. So Moon Lily will be pulling the additional tortoise designated Beta. Daisy will be on beta tortoise at coms Divenia you will operate the Weapon systems on Beta. Sharp Shot will be operating Alpha’s Weapons and Misty on coms. There is a reason for this. Daisy and Misty besides myself and the Captain are the senior staff of this unit, they out rank the three of you so while there onboard there in charge they report directly to myself and the captain. Since we will be flying to Fillydelphia we will be taking breaks every two hours to rest. Hellhound activity has been reported along the route to Filly from Manehattan so we will be staying off the ground as much as possible. If we must set down to rest we will need to find locations to set down that will give us some protection. The purpose for this is to rest and stretch for those of you flying in the tortoises no exploring. We do not want a run in with hellhounds. From what I understand once we get close to Filly we will be safer from them. Its that stretch between that is the danger zone. I want eyes and ears open while we are traveling No exceptions. Stealth tech will be distributed for the Recon teams as well as the others if need be while we recon the area we will use stealth tech we have so that we can see what is what without risk. If we had the personnel We could use the raptor but we don’t.  I do not want any unnecessary risks out there. Be ready to go in 45 minutes I want to make way to Fillydelphia before it gets too late. That is all Dismissed.” I said. 
I sighed. As the others left the room Storm paused at the door turned around and walked back to me. “What's troubling you CJ.” Storm asked. 
I couldn’t help but smile. “Storm you know me too well. I guess it is all the uncertainty with this mission we could very well lose ponies. This mission is an unknown with potential high risk. How do we know what to expect. You know I hate not having intel on a mission flying blind with our flanks of fire. We both know how this could turn out.” I said. 
Storm smiled. “Ah but that is what makes it all fun the unknown it improves teamwork they will be relying on each other out there. Helping one another. Granted having intel on the situation in Fillydelphia would be great that way we could go in with some information. Alast we do not have that intel so what we will gather data and be able to make choices that will be best used in the field.” Storm said getting a nod from me. 
“I guess that's true building teamwork is important for all. Plus Moon Lily has shown great potential. I could say she could lead Beta team eventually.” I said getting a nod and smile from Storm.
“Let’s get ready to go CJ. We have to overlook the Packing anyway.” Storm said. 
With that said we left the briefing room. Making our way to the hangar where the tortoises were being loaded. As we arrived Daisy and Misty were standing respectively by the two Tortoises. Making sure that everything was stored and secured properly. Moon Lily was checking over the harness for beta. 
“Moon Lily have you pulled anything before?” I asked. 
“No Ma’am.” She replied snapping to attention. 
“Well it isn’t to different from flying normally you just have to lean into the turns more you also have to be wary when landing the tortoise floats and hovers when the power systems are engaged. So you will not feel its weight but after a while it can be tiring hence the reason for resting. Other than that you should be fine do not forget to inform us should you need to rest. Do not push yourself too the last moment you could very well not be able to break properly and crash if you're to tired. You are responsible for the crew inside the tortoise always let them know when landing and taking off. So you do not throw them around back there.” I said with a giggle. 
“Learned that From experience through my training officer and some cadets around the first time I pulled something when I took off landing went a little easier because i got chewed out. Keep that In mind.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am.” Moon Lily replied. 
I did an inspection of both Alpha and Beta gear and supplies stored and secured. I nodded in approval. 
“Alright Ladies go to your assigned transport and prepare for departure Moon Lily you will follow me Storm bring up the rear.” I said getting confirmation of orders. 
I strapped myself into the harness of Tortoise Alpha Moon Lily was strapped in and so was Storm. “Let’s Move out keep eyes and ears open ladies.” I said as the hangar doors opened and we flew out doors closing after the last was out With a single press Base entered Lockdown security activated and was ready for anything. 
We flew towards Fillydelphia flying quickly chatter was kept to a Minimum. 
Two hours into our flight blips showed up on our efs. “Contacts dead ahead.” I reported. 
I then swore out loud. “Celestia above Contacts are hostile prepare for combat. Alicorns three of them. Rapped decent land we can’t very well fight in the air effectively with a novice puller.” I said. 
We all entered a steep descent and landed quickly disconnecting ourselves from the Tortoises and supply wagon respectively. The Alicorns landed a short distance away from us. 
“You are far from home Pegasi why do you come below?” The purple one asked. 
I raised an eyebrow. “Really you're going to ask me why I am here?” I asked in reply.
“Do not try our patents pegasus.” She snapped. 
“You are Not Authorized for that information.” I said. 
“It is you who do not belong here enclave.” She spat out. 
I took my weapon safety's off. “Why does everypony I meet automatically assume I’m enclave. I am not a traitor to Equestria you winged monstrosity.” I snapped back. 
This got her eyebrow to arch. “If you are not enclave then what are you?” She asked.
“I am an officer of the Equestrian Airguard. If you interfere with my mission then you will be dealt with accordingly. I have no wish for confrontation. But I will defend what I believe in and the Protection of Equestrian Citizens.” I said. 
“Impossible. There is no Equestrian Military.” She snapped. 
“I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard.” I said. 
The Alicorn gasped. Which caused my eyebrow to raise. 
“Impossible.” She said. 
“No matter we will know the truth one way or another.” She said. I fired the instant there markers turned red I launched three missiles and fired my energy rifle and gatling. Tearing through their shields they popped up with magically enhanced AP rounds. Two of the alicorns went down fast the third was disabled by Misty’s anesthesia spell. I approached the downed purple mare. 
“I do not know who you are or why you attacked my team but I will tell you this I am not your enemy unless you make me so I have no wish to fight but your unity as I have learned of it is not the way to save Equestria tell your goddess your mother what ever she is to you. That crossing me would not be wise I removed my Helmet Remember I am one of the sole surviving members of the Equestrian Military. You harm or enslave the ponies of Equestria or force them against their will to join this unity you spout and I will not be so generous in our next encounter.” I said.
The mare just looked at me with shock like she is seeing a ghost. “Your message has been relayed.” She murmured under her breath. 
“You will not be able to move for an hour due to the nature of the magic used on you. I suggest you not follow us or attempt to interfere again. I do not wish to end lives of ponies including that of however you kind came to be. I served the Princesses of Equestria and the greater good The way you propose is not the way unification is working together as individuals from your little comment you said under your breath you are linked with this so called goddess. More likely don’t even have a will of your own. I pity you for you have lost what it truly means to be a pony.” I said as I turned and got back into the harness and took off not looking back as I flew off with the others right behind me.
Over the communications I spoke with the others. “Thoughts on the encounter we just had with the Alicorns?” I asked. 
“Troubling to say the least and I think you're right there nothing but puppets of this goddess character. Sad really I agree with you though showing that we will not outright kill but spare the life of one to take a message back could be problematic in the future.” Storm said. 
“You could be right about that Storm but I want them to know I will kill if needed that I will protect the innocent. That Alicorn may not have had a choice in the matter. We do know that Redeye has been requesting a lot of unicorns and paying high caps for them who could say that they're not going to this goddess to be turned into these Alicorns against their will being stripped of everything that made them individual's.” I said. 
“Good point we do not know what these ponies are going through but I would like to put a stop to it at some point.” Storm said.
“I agree with the Captain on the fact that Redeye needs to be stopped and slavery put into a deep grave.” Moon Lily said. 
“What do you think Misty?” I asked. 
“It saddens me that so many of my tribe are hunted and sold into slavery I lost my home to slavers my mother, father and brother to slavers. I would like to see it stopped.” Misty said. 
Divenia and Sharp shot Spoke up. “That was by far one of the most troubling encounters we have ever faced.” They said. 
Divenia added “I to would like to see slavery stopped personally.” She said getting us to pause except Moon Lily.  
“Divenia…” I treaded carefully.. “Is there something we should know about?” 
I heard a heavy sigh. “I am an escaped slave or I should say was an escaped slave freed by Sharp Shot after I ran from the slavers who raped my daughter when they went to do the same to me My daughter was young the trauma of what happened to her was too much she was not in the best of health we were on our way to a medical clinic to have her healed the rape killed her. I managed to break free but they chased me Luckily they hadn’t applied the bomb collar but the chains made it hard for me to move quickly. Sharp Shot assisted me got me out of that situation and freed my hooves.” Divenia said. 
“Okey.. Are you going to be able to handle this mission?” I asked.
“I’ll do my best Ma’am. The fact that we are going into what could very well be the heart of slaver territory will make it difficult but I’ll manage.” she said.
“We will help her Ma’am.” Moon Lily and Sharp Shot said. 
“Very well.” I said. 
“Divenia do not take any unnecessary risks your a important to this mission your skills in enchantment  and ability in it are important. No pony is more important than the others but your ability is important there are not that many out there that can do what you can only ones I know of left with that skill are Up there with the Grand Pegasi Enclave With your aid we can make and distribute Water Talismans to every town and city so they would have clean water That is the power of enchanters.” I said I heard a gasp from Sharp Shot and Moon Lily as well as Divenia. 
“I’ll do my best Ma’am to think I could be of great help to Equestria it’s scary and amazing.” Divenia said. 
“Misty could very well be one of the few True Doctors out there that has undergone training in the field of medical. That isn’t a doctor from a stable that is than there is them.” I said getting a chirp of pride from Misty. 
We kept flying until we needed to rest for a bit we landed on the roof of what looked like a parking garage of some sort. We set up watches Daisy and Sharp Misty and Divenia and Moon Lily with me. Storm went for a short recon flight. While I cooked our supper. 
Moon Lily walked up to me “Ma’am can I speak to you for a moment mare to mare?” She asked. 
I looked at her for a moment. “Moon Lily I will say this No matter what you can always approach me if you need to talk. All my ponies are always welcome to talk to me. So what’s on your mind?” I asked. 
“Well Ma’am I’m entering that time of the year for my kind. I do have trouble at times because of it especially around stallions.” She said. 
“Ah how long until you're in it all the way Moon Lily?” I asked. 
“I should be in full estrus in about a week if not sooner I have no clue but I do know its getting close.” She said. 
“Is that why the three of you paused in route to New Appleloosa. So you take care of yourself?” I asked. 
Moon Lily squeaked in shock. “You saw that?” She asked.
“Moon Lily the moment I learned of your group being Hired I have had your progress monitored. I know when each of you stopped to eat or use the Filly’s Rest Pile so to speak though I did not pay attention to that sort of thing. Mainly it was to keep an eye on your progress. So Yes I caught yeah masterbating when I checked on your group before I headed for bed. To be Honest you shouldn’t feel shame we all have that Itch from time to time. When we get back to base I can provide you with estrus relief devices. Trust me when I say the help take that edge off. So please do not feel embarrassed that you had to do that. Though you should know I have always found your kind alluring in a way excotice and mystereus I have served with a few thestrals in the past and have heard rumors of there prowest in bed.” I said looking at her as she looked at me shocked. 
I couldn’t help it I burst into Giggles. “Relax Moon Lily I would not push anypony into anything that they would not want. Though You should know that both me and Storm are into mares as well as stallions we wish to have foals and have needs of our own. Storm Lost her Lover just as I did during the war. Mine was as Little Horn hers was shatter hoof. I joined because I wanted to protect the pony’s I cared about the most the only ones I had left. My family and friends.” I said with a sigh. “Its not easy being a mare in the service Moon Lily I had to work twice as hard as the others I learned how to Shoot and became a sniper I had to prove that A mare could do the same task as any stallion. I did and caught the Eye of my Idol and friend Rainbow Dash she swept me and Storm up Storm and I are a team back before power armors and efs snipers where a two team unit you had your sniper and then the spotter. Storm was My spotter she trained hard just like me We did not want to be pushed off as some weak little fillies who joined the big ponies on the battlefield as a support. We wanted to be called on to do tough jobs if needed we sure got what we asked for that's for sure I have personally ended over 100 zebren Lives from shots from my sniper I personally orders and payed for this custom sniper I have now. That Armor was ordered by MAW for personnel we had coming to the base. We are on our way to acquire the rest of the ordered armors ment for our personnel there the property of The MAW but you have proven you can use it effectively so thats your personal armor.” I said. 
“Thank you Ma’am for understanding. As well as the information.” Moon Lily said. 
“No Problem Lily I maybe your Co but I’m still a mare I understand and will offer you the aid you need for the coming event.” I said getting a smile for Lily. 
Storm Wing landed next to me. “Anything to report?” I asked. 
“Nothing but death and Desolation.” She said. 
That got my eyebrow up. “Report Captain.” I said
“Sorry Ma’am I caught sight of that Alicorn we let go. She met up with three others I stealthed up and got close so I could listen in Not much vocal talking but the mare seemed to be confused about something. They flew off towards Marapony but the mare we spared was slaughtered by a hellhound that popped out of nowhere right underneath her tore her apart and two of the others even with full shield up I managed to Kill the Hellhound with a surprise attack Sparing the last Alicorn hopefully we can get through to this goddess pony that this is not the way to save Equestria the Blue one that was talking to The purple we spared was speaking in the 3rd person even mentioned The Great and Powerful Goddess doesn't need excuses.” She replied. 
“OH sweet Celestia not her please don’t let it be her.” I said. 
“Ma’am?” Storm and Lily asked. 
“An annoying pony from my past who has caused problems for Ponyville on two occasions. Would always address herself in the Third Person and always with The Great and Powerful. Before her name even challenged Twilight twice to a magic duel and Lost. She was a stage magician stage performer a illusionist somepony who uses stage magic and illusions to entertain the patrons. Her name was Trixie or as she liked to call herself The Great and Powerful Trixie. I know that Twilight talked to her before the end I think she might have offered Trixie an opportunity she might been the test subject for the IMP Storm. If she was and is this goddess she will not listen and will do what she feels is right to her she once turned PonyVille into her personal slaves before Twilight Put a stop to it that was before the war even started.” I said. 
I sighed “If she lets her ego get the better of her like I think she might have she’s not going to be able to reasoned with. Twilight might have suffered and been killed or absorbed by this Trixie Goddess persona that has developed. If so I will have to Free my friend from her clutches whatever is left of her that is and allow her to rest could be reason she gasped when I said my name.” I said.   
“Of course this is just a Hypothesis I have no proof anyway wash up girls supper is ready.” I said getting nods from Lily and Storm.
The others joined after washing up for food we ate in relative silence  Each of us lost in our own thoughts. After supper we did discuss the encounter with the Alicorns in more detail.
“So Misty what did you learn from the scan of the Alicorn?” I asked.
“Not much I’m afraid to say I do know that they have resistance to Radiation in fact I could possibly say that it would heal them and possibly make them stronger. Other than that I have nothing although they seem to be just like any other pony except that they have both wings and a horn and are capable of flight and more then likely the same abilities as any pegasus pony.” Misty said. 
“Ok so they have power can survive in irradiated areas Fly with the possibility of pegasi of walking and accessing cloud based tech. With what I think could be possible they also learn from each other one dies they know how and learn to avoid the same tactics used on them before. That would make them dangerous to fight because we don’t know if a tactic will work on them or not catching would off guard seems the best way to take one down otherwise it can be a tough fight plus they have magic who know’s what spells they might know. They can be unpredictable that makes them tough opponents to face.” I said. 
“I agree we should avoid them if we can. Should we encounter them again we should be ready for a fight and try and take them by surprise.” Storm said getting a nod from me.
“I would like to study one at some point would be interesting to study.” Misty said getting gowns from all of us.  
“Ok we will see if we can find one willing to let you study her. That is another thing from what I have seen so far and heard all the alicorns have been mares Not one Stallion has been reported I asked Dj Pon3 about them He doesn’t know much about them only that there tough to fight and dangerous.” I said. 
That got Misty’s ears to perk up. “I wonder if that is a flaw in the process that turned them into a Alicorn, or is it that none of the ponies that joined their unity where stallions?” Misty asked. 
“That might never be answered Misty.” I said i held up a hoof. “It is a good question though.” I added. 
“Anyway Moon Lily and I are first watch get some sleep everypony I want to get a early start if possible. Sharp and Daisy we will wake you when shift change.” I said getting a nod.
The night was peaceful for the most part. I was looking up and a sight I thought I wouldn’t see there were small breaks in the cloud cover I was seeing the stars however briefly It was beautiful. “Ma’am can I ask you something.” Moon Lily asked. 
I look at her. “Sure,” I said.
“What was Equestria like before the war and the Princess?” Moon Lily asked. 
“Ah a big question. Well I can tell you Equestria was peaceful not at war or fighting amongst each other Oh we had a few tiffs here and there with other nations but nothing big We had peace for over a thousand years. Equestria was green full of life The weather was controlled by the pegasi Earth pony farmers would plow their fields grow there crops. Unicorns would do well whatever it was they do most where teachers and scholars or the occasional Librarian. As for Princess Luna I had only met her only a few times before the war. She was well Uneak she was behind times spoke in old equish. Used the Royal We and the Canterlot voice she could be loud when she is upset or mad. She was a kind pony who was saddened because nopony really payed all that attention to her nights. When she returned she was out of place but she did what she could to help everypony Twilight Sparkle and the others helped her feel needed and Joy for the first time. She came to Ponyville the Nightmare Night after she returned everypony was cowering in fear. Twilight and Myself were not we know Luna was only trying to reconnect with her little ponies. As the Princesses were fond of saying My Little Ponies. We realized after trying to get Pinkie Pie to stop inciting fear in everypony that they were only playing because of the Night it was. Luna was sad that night even canceled Nightmare Night Forever because she thought they were mocking her. Took me and Twilight a little bit to figure out what was happening we even got Princess Luna to join in the festivities especially after one of the colts asked her to scare them again next year. She managed to Even Prank Rainbow Dash by zapping her with a small thundercloud. Rainbow did that every year. She was a kind pony who was often misunderstood. Her school was the sight of a massacre. My mate was a teacher at her school I never got to say goodbye. I had been planning to get together with her and a stallion we wished to court. That Saturday but LittleHorn happened before that could happen. Princess Luna was Angered from what I understand Princess Celestia was devastated. She Picked the Location for the School Even made a joke about sending Luna’s students to the moon. The location was called the Crescent Moon Canyon. The school was a birthday gift from Celestia to her sister. Celestia abdicated the throne shortly after that. I was in the last group of recruits to be sworn in by Celestia herself.” I said. 
“Luna was in way over her hooves she was having problems so much so she formed the Ministries and called on the Six most important mares to run them. Twilight Sparkle the mare of the MAS. Rarity The mare of Image, Pinkie Pie the mare of MoM, Fluttershy the Mare of Peace, Rainbow Dash the Mare of Awesome, Applejack the Mare of MWT. each one were heroes of Equestria. Each one was the bearer of an element of Harmony. Twilight was the Element of Magic, Rarity was Generosity, Pinkie Pie was Laughter, Fluttershy was Kindness, Applejack Honesty and Rainbow Dash was Loyalty. I not many got to see Luna that often she was so busy I think it was getting to her more than anypony knows Only one who could really say would be Celestia I was present at the base when Luna showed up to inspect. I got to speak to her in private I was the chosen Commander for the base so she wanted to speak to me. She gave me her orders and the purpose of the base should the worst case happen. She had High hopes that it would never be needed but she could not let it go without preparing for the worst.” I paused Took a drink for my canteen before continuing. “She was sad she was lonely and Frustrated. Every avenue of peace talks were failing. Shatterhoof happened We lost big mac. That was hard on everypony Then the Steel Ranger armor was created with two Ministries working together to build the armor. MAS and MWT worked together to create that armor took Aj a year to even get it built she even sold her farm to fund it herself she took Big Macs death hard She wanted to give the ponies fighting this war something better than the standard armors being mass produced. I worked with Rainbow Dash and Rarity building a power armor or somewhat powered armor for the pegasi we needed every edge we could get. Aj pitched in because she new the pegasi needed better armors but it was Mainly Image and Awesome project Twilight helped by providing a power matrix that would allow us to enchant the armor to reduce its weight. Weapon enchantments to build into the weapons so we could fight as we flew without the kick back from said weapons. We had this new armor for about a Year we made headway on the MK 1 model of the Fully Powered Armor the ones we are wearing was a project between MAW MoI and the MWT to create an armor with the same protection as the Steel Rangers. I was given this suit as a gift because I tested it. Of course after everything was fixed all the bugs out of the systems The Upgraded the armor with the revised system with my own modifications I requested of course. You should have that mod as well Was to be a function with this armor. An emergency release function.” I said. 
“I wish I could meet My Princess.” Moon Lily said taking a deep breath. “I would do what I could to help her offering my life to her I am her willing servant. I would do anything she would ask of me no matter what it was.” She added. 
“Yep that is what A lot of the Thestrals I served with said all the time She was a cute little mare who I have to admit caught my eye more than once. But I was still mourning the loss of my Mate the mare I was in love with. We were going to form a herd with the stallion in question or talk to him about it. They both worked as Teachers for Luna’s school they both died that day. So I lost my mate and my other potential mate that would have become the father of my foals had he agreed.” I said.
“Rainbow Dash was the pony that snapped me out of the funk I was in I was feeling helpless useless she told me to do something about it find something I believed in and not to let it go. I joined Three days later and left for bootcamp. I trained hard pushed myself and did just about everything my trainers told me not to do I impressed the buck out of those stallions Not one dared mess with me after one Tried to get me in bed. For the night I ended up putting him in the informory. When asked I told them he made untoward advances and tried to get me in bed with him Storm was a witness she was there and Confirmed what I said.” I said. 
“I have done things I am not proud of I’ve killed countless Zebra’s I have seen things that disturb me still to this day during that war. I have not lost myself to it I may not be the mare I was before the war. But I am the same pony that I always have been Pinkie Lost herself during the war our friends drifted apart The war effort was taking its tole on everypony. Division was happening ponies not wishing to fight believing it wasn’t there fight. They seem to have forgotten that If something happens to one it happens to all Pegasi spoke out against the war or pulling more and more pegasi into it when it wasn’t even there fight according to the Propaganda i was hearing towards the end. Zebras were bringing in dragons developing flight and invisibility charms we had more and more aerial battles. Then were ever reported to the public we didn’t want to incite panic or mass hysteria.” I said. 
I Sighed heavily. “It was one big mess. Princess Luna’s orders were to help Equestria recover  and to protect the ponies. She could not predict that she would be around Nothing was certain I do know that If she Did not survive her orders still stand I will do what I have been ordered to do By my Princess. I will not Fail her again.” I said with a bowed head. 
“You could never have anticipated this Ma’am nor could you be at fault for something beyond your control. War is an ugly thing I have no doubt that there was a force or evil that was manipulating things from the shadows. I do not have any proof as you say but from what you told me there was something not right During the war. I have met zebras in my travel before meeting Sharp and Div. There just as wary as we are trying to survive just as we are Of course I was attacked because Of me being a Thestral. After they stopped attacking me and we got to talking they realized I was not their enemy.” Moon Lily said. 
“She has a Point CJ.” Storm said as she came into the light. 
“Storm what you doing up?” I asked. 
“Was having troubles Sleeping.” She said fluffing her wings. 
“Ah I see.” I said. 
This got a eyebrow raise from Lily. “What is the issue ma’am if you don’t mind me asking that is.” Moon Lily asked. 
I couldn’t help but snicker at the look on Storm’s face. 
“Oh not you too sheesh can’t a pegasus mare have some secrets?” Storm Nickerd. 
That got me to laugh. “Oh lighten up Storm she only asked if you don’t mind telling that’s fine.” I said.
I looked to Moon Lily. “To answer your question Let me ask you one.” I asked getting a nod from Lily.
“How do thestrals deal with cramped or uncomfortable surfaces while sleeping?” I asked. 
“We normally do not have issues considering our natural home where in caves why?” She asked. 
“Ok then how about this How sensitive are thestral wings?” I asked that got a deep blush out of Moon Lily. 
“Oh I think I get where this is going.” Lily Squeaked. 
“Yes Pegasi wings can be quite sensitive to when on hard surfaces. Result can be stiff or hurt wings in the morning we normally sleep in clouds or have a very very soft bed if we live on the ground Storm and I have very sensitive wings. If we can’t get comfortable we end up not being able to sleep. Wing care can also be a chore sometimes noticing that Storm had been preening. Are you going to be alright in the morning Storm I think you should get the cot out for yourself Pull one out for me if you would too I will need my sleep tonight plus….” I looked at my wings during the pause. “I could use some personal time.” I said.
Moon Lily looked at my wings and noticed what I was speaking of. “You need to preen.” She stated bluntly. I facehoofed  
“Yes Lily I need to preen my wings We have been flying most of the day after all. Storm has more then likely already taken care of her wings I still need to.” I said. 
“Anyway Moon Lily why so interested in pegasi wings?” I asked. 
“Well we technically are the same tribe but we thestrals are a sub tribe within the pegasi. Our wings are different but yet the same we may not have feathers like you but we do have to care for our wings Wing care is different for us as it would be for you so i'm just curious is all.” She said. 
“Well beside cleaning we need to make sure our feathers are aligned and not twisted or broken could cause problems in flight. We protect our wings with an oil that we produce it is a weather coating of sorts that waterproofs our feathers. We normally have to preen at least once or twice a day depending on how much flying we have done or we just wish to work on our wings it’s natural for a pegasus to be preening her or his wings normally it is a personal act but can be shared with close family or mate. It is an intimate act.” I said Lily’s eyes widen a little. 
“Oh I see that is why you said personal time. When you said that thought it was like I’m kind of going through.” Moon Lily said. 
“She’s going into estrus Storm.” I said. 
“Ah.” Storm said. 
“Anyway hope you manage to get some sleep tonight ma’am.” Lily said. 
“Oh I shall just wanted to let CJ here know. Her wings can be very sensitive.” Storm said. 
“Storm Chaser I told you before Enough.” I Nickerd.
“Alright Cloudy I’ll stop teasing.” Storm said. 
“Dismissed Captain get to sleep cots are authorized.” I said with a huf.
“Is it that touchy Ma’am?” Lily asked. 
I sighed. “No it’s just that not that. I just don’t want everypony knowing that my wings are sensitive. Plus Storm has a habit of teasing me when I hang out with a pony that caught my eye. Yes I find you attractive. That is not however why you're on watch with me. I want the group to be relaxed around each other not just around the ones they know the most Daisy and Misty are my friends as well as subordinates. There more then that My unit is my only family I have left. Storm is the only member left that is from my original team from the war. She’s Like an younger sister that Know’s way too much about me. She may only be a year younger but still I consider her family she is pretty much all I have left.” I said before adding. “I do have orders but as for close friends and family Storms the closest thing I have to family we are not related but still She’s family to me so is my team I may not know you all as well as Storm that doesn’t mean you're not family. “ 
“I know what you mean ma’am.” Lily said with a smile. 
The rest of the first watch went quietly. After waking Daisy and Sharp up I retired to a quiet place and began preening my wings relaxing as I did with my left wing protected and finished I began on my right wing. I couldn’t help but smile as I thought of Storms teasing I should just pin her down and spank her flank I paused wait nah. besides Storm would enjoy that way too much. I finished with my wing Laid down and closed my eyes. 
Storm woke me up in the morning with a quick check to see if i ruffled any of my feathers I joined the others in a meal. The recruits were eating really quickly. “Slow down girls there is plenty for more.” I said giggling as they were acting like this was the best thing they have ever eaten. They did slow down at least 
We finished eating and started packing. Preparing to head out. Storm hitched herself to the Tortoise I to the Supply wagon and Moon Lily to the other tortoise after everything was in order we took off and were on our way. The flight was pretty uneventful we stopped every now and then to rest and stretch by two in the afternoon we reached Fillydelphia outskirts we landed on the roadway that was the safest place for us to touch down. I began to scan the skyline I could see Balloons in the air I activated my scope function to get a better look and cursed up a storm. 
“What’s up Cj you do not curse like that unless there is something you do not like.” Storm said. 
“Damn slavers have about a dozen or so Pinkie Balloons with Anti Machine sniper rifles not to mention that damn wall I see. There is no way we can fly in we have to walk. This can cause us some problems. Storm Stealth up I want a recon but use caution I do not like this Keep in contact.” I said. 
“I hear you Cj I’ll see if I can find us a path to take We do not want to come across any hostiles after all. I’ll stay clear of the balloons.” Storm said before disappearing as she activated her stealth buck. 
“Sharp Shot hitch up to the tortoise at least we can begin to move into the city keep eyes and ears open and efs up anything appears report it.  We are on High alert. Keep the Weapons primed and hot girls.” I said.
“Yes Ma’am.” came the reply. 
Storm reported some activity along the main street but nothing to worry about we still took caution avoiding the main street there was a slight hum in the air because of the tortoises weapons were primed and hot ready to go. We stopped as Storm rejoined us since we were relatively on flat surfaces I reconnected the supply wagon to the tortoise alpha Divenia and Sharp were forward ground recon. Each report of movement was checked out we even positioned the tortoises in such a way to provide cover and covering fire if need be. 
The MoA warehouse was three blocks away we were getting closer nothing was on EFS but we still moved with caution we didn’t know what was lurking out here in Filly. Two shots were heard Sharp and DIvenia went to scout ahead com came alive Divenia was hit we and that they were pinned down we double timed it EFS confirmed 6 active Hostiles the hostiles were a Steel Ranger patrol I started scanning for active com channel I found it there com. What I was hearing was not something I wanted to hear My EFS confirmed that they were preparing to flank us. I looked at Daisy Switched to team coms. “Daisy there rangers There attempting to flank us Misty can you check on Divenia Storm this can get ugly real quick.” I said. I looked over to sharp shot she was leaning against the wall. I didn’t like what I was seeing Sharp had been hit “Check on sharp to she’s been hit as well but I think we might be too late for her.” I said Stomping a hoof. 
“I’m going to attempt something here it just might work and it might not. Daisy stay alert we do not want to be surprised.” I said turning to the rangers channel. “Attention Steel Rangers Attention Hold your bucking fire.” I said in the over the channel. 
“Who the buck is this? How the buck did you get our com channel?” An irritated mares voice sounded in my ear. 
“I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special forces you will cease your attack on my unit at once or I will retaliate with deadly force.” I replied. 
“Horseapples there is no Equestrian Special Forces And you will surrender.” The Ranger Mare said. 
“I will not surrender You stupid mare I have given you a warning you have disregarded it you will pay for your transgression.” I said. I switched back to team channel Ok girls No mercy Misty how's our injured?” I asked. 
“There gone ma’am Sharp took one to the head Divenia drowned in her own blood from a punctured and collapsed lung.” Misty said. 
“DAMN IT.” I said. “Oh that Is it.” I added. Switching my payload to Ap rounds I jumped out of cover and Fired Taking out 3 Steel Rangers before ducking back into cover I heard the Beta’s weapons firing seeing two more targets wink out.  
“Storm Stealth Up I want that bitch Alive Disarm her and detain.” I said. 
“Yes ma’am.” Storm said The other were dispatched quickly the Leader of the squad was the only one left. And she was staring down the barrels of Storms Nova Surge Rifles with her weapons damaged. 
I walked towards the mare “Stand down Captain I said over the intercom. I warned you that this would happen but you didn’t listen Stupid mare thinks because she has the Power Armor that she can take on a special forces team and come out on top. News flash bitch You have one Pissed off Special Forces General In your face.” I said.
I pinned the helpless mare Put my Pipbuck up to her head made a connection to her hud. “I am going to show you how much you just fucked up.” I said as I transfered my personnel File including date of my last combat action in the war to the day I woke up in the Wasteland. That also Included a visual picture of myself after transfer was complete. I reached up and removed my helmet. “You have any Idea how much you fucked up soldier. You assaulted a special forces team Killed two members of my unit You only faced Two of us today. You could have very well faced the rest of us. You killed two. You lost your squad do the math. You only faced Myself and my captain. You didn’t face my Medical officer or my gunnery sergeant Speaking of which. Sergeant Sparks.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am?” Misty replied. 
“See to this disgrace here make sure she’s not able to move. For a bit.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am.” Misty replied and quickly trotted up to the mare in question using her anesthesia spell. “You know In all my time That I’ve known the General I have never seen her pissed off like this you bucked up.” Misty said. 
“Collect our fallens gear and equipment Privat Lily I wish to speak with you alone. Captain see to them please Gunny ( Nickname for Gunnery Sergeant ) Keep an eye out for more I do not want another fight on our hooves as we tend to our own. Oh and Gunny Nice shooting we will talk later.” I said getting a yes ma’am. From Daisy. 
Moon Lily followed me We entered alpha And I quickly pulled Lily into a hug. I could feel her return the hug tightly she was in her armor but i now she’s crying. “Are you going to be alright Lily?” I asked and added “Be honest with me.” 
“Yes Ma’am I will be alright with time I lost two of my friends we been through Alot together We all new this could happen that one of us would be killed but for me to lose both so quickly after finding our purpose again They were proud to have been given this opportunity and I will not dishonor their memory by moping around General.” Moon Lily said I noded. 
“Ok but Know this you're always welcome to talk to me if you need to I know what you're going through I’ve lost ponies dear to me too.” I said getting a Nod from her. “I’ll keep it in mind Ma’am.” She said. 
“When not on duty or in private you can address me as Cj all my friends do your a friend and fellow teammate. I maybe your CO that doesn’t mean I can not be your friend.” I said with a smile. 
“Thanks CJ.” She replied. 
With a Nod we left alpha I walked over to beta and stepped in to see Daisy looking at the Systems on the Beta. “You doing ok Daisy?” I asked her. 
“Why did they not listen to your warning?” Daisy asked. 
“Daisy If you were in her place and you heard something that to your knowledge was impossible would you believe me?” I asked. 
“Probably not but still To assault heavily armed Personnel with Two armored support that was just plain stupid.” 
I couldn’t help but laugh. “Yes it was Stupid and I even called her stupid.” I want to collect the Steel Ranger Armor and Place it in the beta you have any problems looking them over?” I asked getting a shack of Daisy’s head. “No Cj I have no problems looking it over.” She replied. 
“Another thing we will need to be there for Moon Lily she just lost her two best friends.” I said getting a nod from her. 
I stepped out and trotted to Storm. “How’s Lily doing?” Storm asked. 
“As well as can be expected given the circumstances. She is sticking with us she’s will not let their deaths be worthless she wants to see this through. I can see it. She wants to help she mentioned that they lost their purpose. They found it again with us. Lily will never forget them That I am assured of.” I said. 
“Yeah but to go out like they did Sharp got off three clips worth of ammo for them assault carbines she had before they took her out she was guarding her injured friend wouldn’t leave her behind for better cover.” Storm said. 
“We will Honor them Properly. When we are not in the middle of a damn battle zone. We will have to do so when we reach base or on our return trip at a safe location.” I said 
“Should we at least bury them?” Storm asked.
I looked at my friend. “Do you really have to ask that Storm You know me to damn well.” I said.
Storm just cocked her head. “Do I?” She asked 
“Storm Don’t push it not now.” I said. 
“Ok Ok I’m sorry Cj this is never easy for us is it dealing with our fallen and honored dead.” She asked 
“Never should be if it was then were no better than heartless machines.” I replied. 
“Hows our captive?” I asked. Looking over at the mare in question trapped unable to move staring down the barrels of Misty’s guns. 
“I disabled her Armor she can’t move. Her armors not even standard according to what my scans say. Oh it is Steel Ranger armor but it must have been Built after the war because It doesn’t have most of what it is supposed to have. It does have a repair talisman but no Doctor enchantment. The Armor is fully functional right now since it has had time to repair the damage to the weapons.” Storm said. 
I looked over and indeed her weapons looked like they were just installed. “Remind me to look into this more when we have time.” I said getting a nod from Storm. 
I walked over to the mare trapped in her armor. “Do you understand that you messed up Not one of your ponies survived this attack you could have joined them but I am not a pony who would senselessly kill ponies just because they have tech.” I asked her. 
She remained Silent. I just shook my head. 
“Very well I guess I will have to do this the hard way. I want answers soldier.” I said. 
“You have no authority over me.” She said. 
“Really!”  “Are you going to really say that when the fact is that your Power Armor is disable you have been stripped of your ammo you can not move. Oh and don’t forget I am a fully trained member of the special forces of Equestria with authorization codes of both Princesses and command codes to every military facility in Equestria?” I said. 
“Let me tell you something I knew Applejack the ministre mare of the M.W.T. She was a personal friend of mine I know the oath you swore nowhere in that oath does it say that tech is what you're to protect nowhere in it does it say that Ponies sitting on tech are not to be protected. I have heard of massacres of entire populations at the hooves of the Steel Rangers just because they're living in their home which happens to be a stable. Because the Tech in them are too valuable to let anypony have them you have to be in control of such things. The oath you swore to is the same damn oath I swore to when I put on my uniform for the first time with a slight difference. The Steel Rangers are sworn to protect the ponies of Equestria not the tech of a long lost war. What I have heard has shamed the Honor and integrity of the steel rangers my friend created and founded you dishonor her memory and I know for a fact If she were here today you would not be in that Armor you would be slapped in Irons and arrested for countless crimes of murder and accessory to murder. On a grand scale.” I said.  
“You do not scare me.” She said. 
“Oh really You have seen my File you know I could have you executed for the crimes I listed off. I have Celestia Tier Authorization for Celestia's sake not to mention Luna Tier Authorization. I am one of the Last surviving members of the Equestrian High Command. I am a Highly trained operative of the MAW. You may have had the firepower but you lack the training to understand it or to properly use it. So again I want answer. Should you not answer I can always make you talk find ways to loosen that tongue of yours like leaving you here helpless or place you somewhere that a slaver could find you.” I said. 
“Gunny” I said “Ma’am?” Replied Daisy. 
“Strip this sorry excuse of a ranger of her armor Sergeant I want you to administer the truth agent we have on hoof should be marked in alphas med box. As Know the truth that should loosen her tongue and get the answers to the questions I want.” I said Misty nodded and went to get what I asked for. 
Daisy approached the ranger and she exploded into curses. 
“Assist me soldier.” She said. 
Daisy just looked at her. “I am not under your command or any command of the rangers. I am a member ro the equestrian special forces under the command of General Cloud Striker and Captain Storm Wing you are neither of them so your rank has no meaning to me. I follow the orders given to me and the True meaning of the oath. I am more Steel Ranger then you the elders you claim allegiance to are nothing but power mongering dictators who want nothing more than to have all the pre-war tech that they can get their hooves on regardless if there is a thriving population around it.” Daisy punched the mare after that and began to strip her of her armor. 
Misty returned with the marked box I requested. Once the armor was removed Misty moved in and injected her with a dose of the truth agent. Moon Lily had her pinned while it was being injected and kept her pinned. 
A moment later. “I’m going to ask you some questions you are going to answer them honestly and truthfully. What is your name?” I asked. 
“Brute force.” she replied. 
“Good What is your rank and position in the Steel Rangers?” 
“Star Paladin squad leader recovery team.” She replied. 
“What are you doing out here?” 

“Following a report of a hub that wasn’t luted or picked clean by scavengers it turned out to be a false report.” She replied.
“Which hub?” 
“MAW hub building was stripped nothing but husks of destroyed security droids.” She said. 
“What is the procedure your to follow should you locate a closed and populated stable?”  
“Secure by any means necessary without damaging virtual systems.” She said.
“Is that against the oath sworn by the Steel Rangers?” I asked. 
“No!” She replied which shocked me. 
“What about the information you have obtained from our encounter?” 
“Lies and slander no way you could possibly know anything you claim to.” She replied. 
“Are you aware of Authorizations codes?” I asked
“No Only elders have Authorization code knowledges and the scribes I only have my authorization ID code.” She Replied
I took a step back. With a troubled look on my face. 
“Gunny Return her armor reinitialize her systems do not return her ammo.” I said. Daisy nodded in understanding. 
Picking the mare up I moved her into a safe location had Misty hit her again with her effective short term paralysis spell and placed her in her Armor. 
“I want you to inform your Elder that General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special Forces is not a mare to mess with. You and your team didn’t last but a moment against me and my team. I also want you to share with them the information I uploaded in your systems it is encrypted so it can not be deleted.”  I said. 
“I will pass it along altho you will not live long once she hears that you killed her rangers and that there was a traitor in your ranks.” She replied
“Brute Force I will tell you this once. The Gunnery Sergeant is not a member of your order she is a true Paladin sworn to the true meaning of the oaths sworn by the Steel Rangers She has earned the right to wear that armor. You on the other hoof are a disgrace to the order that she stands for Be glad she has had issues even dealing with Rangers To her you're nothing but thieves and murderers who deserve to be executed on the spot but that is my opinion she feels differently I know for a fact it was hard for her to assist in this confrontation and I shall be helping her through the tough time she’s having as well as the Teammate that lost her two best friends because of you.” I spat in her face. “Let’s Move out.” I said. 
Misty and Daisy took up the harnesses for the Tortoises I did put a delay on her EFS system so she wouldn’t know where we are heading. 
After we got out of her systems range We went in the proper direction to the MAW hub warehouse. 
“Well we know the ground floor has been looted and stripped of valuable material at least to the rangers. Any of the droids could be used as scrap. If we find the Underground Warehouse intact and not breached we will get what we came for. If there is room we can scavenge the droids to be recycled.” I said getting nods from everypony. 
“Moon Lily I’m giving you a field Promotion of Corporal you have earned it, If you need to talk to somepony our doors are always open to you. Dont forget that we are here for each other you maybe new to the unit but as I stated before My team and Unit is my Family there what i have left in this wasteland the only thing I can rely on they support me as much as I support them.” I said to her. 
“Thank you Cj I won’t forget and I won’t forget my friends they were good ponies they didn’t deserve to be killed by a ranger ambush.” She said.
“I Agree.” I said. 
We paused and took a moment of silence for our fallen teammates as we buried them. Afterwards we continued on our way. 
“I’m glad we didn’t lose you two Lily would have been tough to get all the equipment back without a third flyer to pull the beta.” I said that actually got her to laugh. 
“I’m glad I wasn’t hit as well CJ and yes it would have been difficult to pull three things with only two flyers.” She said. 
When we arrived at our destination the upper buildings were intact to an extent. We entered the correct building to reach the underground facility. My marker was showing me where to go so I followed it to the hidden entrance there was a small reader eye that would not have been noticed if not for the scanned my armor. I pulled out my Key Card allowed it to scan it. The wall slid open revealing a cargo lift positioning the Tortoises and supply wagon on the lift the wall closed and we began to go down. 
“Alright let’s keep eyes and ears open let’s take a moment after we enter the underground warehouse to see what is all here see if you can find a manifest Storm we will work in teams of two Moon Lily you're with Storm I’ll stay back with the Tortoises and supply wagon after gaining access to the facility. Look around we were pointed here for a reason I want to know why.” I said getting nods from each of my ponies. “Oh and if you locate another reader eye or something let me know I’ll come along as soon as I know that the equipments safe for me to leave. The Fact that there is power here says that there is an independent power source here. So we could have a mainframe here Never been to this hub before but I did know that it had an underground warehouse.” 
We reached the end the slid open and were greeted by sentinels State your Identification or authorization code. “ID 998709A  Celestia and Luna Tier authority Alpha Niner Niner Bravo Niner Two.” I said. The Sentinels turned green on our EFS. “Welcome to the Warehouse General we have been expecting your arrival.” The Sentinel said.  
“What is the status of the Facility.” I asked. 
“Secured power nominal systems online terminals online stasis chamber online occupied.” they said. That got my ears to perk. 
“Stasis chamber?” I asked. 
“Yes Ma’am this warehouse has 20 stasis units 19 are occupied.” It said. 
“I want you two to guard the Tortoises on the lift. And is there a manifest available for what is currently stored in the warehouse?”  I asked
“Yes Ma’am access terminal to the left for manifest and orders understood.” The Sentinel said as it took up guard as we moved into the warehouse proper. 
“Ok guess we have a mystery here we stick together on this Get the manifest and a floor map of the warehouse locate this chamber and we will go from there.” I said getting nods from everypony. 
“Storm This had better not be a false alarm 19 ponies we could have the raptor in the air with that true she wouldn’t be combat effective but for supply runs it would work. I just hope this isn’t a joke.” I said getting a nod of agreement. We accessed the terminal and a message popped up.
“Hi Cloudy If you're reading this then you have reached the Fillydelphia warehouse after visiting the Manehattan hub to get your key card and other things I will have placed there. I’m heading there next to do that. Anyway you're probably wondering about what is going on here why you were given clues and hints to come here to this warehouse well for that I’ll have to give you the pass phrase only you and I know.” The terminal paused message for earbloom to be connected. I connected and heard the phrase “Cloudy Joy and Rainbow Dash B.F.F. Forever.” I pulled the buds out and the message continued. “You will find the Stasis chamber through the double doors to the right of this terminal there should be 20 personnel there trained and will be valuable assets for your use in your mission. I wish this never happened Cloudy Joy where did it all go wrong? Why did this have to happen? I saved this group for you I know you will have doubts once you see them but trust me. When I say they are as loyal to me and now you as I am to Equestria. The Princesses know about this And have given me there blessing Luna wanted them placed in stasis the moment a megaspell attack had been launched I just so happen to be in Fillydelphia when Cloudsdail was hit I locked down the facility and placed them in stasis left this message for you. May Celestia and Luna guide you Cloudy My friend and battle buddy Take care do you duty and make me proud as always Rainbow Dash Ministry mare Signing off.” With the message over and manifest transferred to pipbuck. 
I again collapsed to the floor on my flank Storm pulled me into a hug I didn’t even try to hide the fact that I was crying. The others didn’t say a thing but Moon Lily had a confused head tilt. 
“Not many ponies know just how close Rainbow and Cj are or were They never kept secrets unless it was necessary from each other Cloudy Joy even fell in Love with Rainbow Dash she turned her down though It was the first time CJ had gone looking for companionship after Little Horn. It didn’t affect their friendship at all RD just teased CJ a lot more then she use to and Cj would make comebacks for each time. I swear they were more like sisters than anything.” Storm Wing said Moon Lily bowed her head in respect of what I must be feeling. 
I pulled back. “Thanks Storm Wing there will be proper time to grieve later for now we have personnel to greet. And what I gathered I might not like what I see. That is besides the point Rainbow Used a Phrase to insure that I knew it was here making that recording that means a few things one that there are could be changelings in valved or that she wasn’t under arrest when making this recording.” I said.
“Well that will be interesting considering Rainbow Vouched for whoevers in these pods.” Storm said getting a nod from me. 
“I still want to have answers from them I want the leader of this group if its changelings it would be the biggest one that would be the queen they may or maynot have a crown I know the changelings were splintered after the failed attack on canterlot and they split into smaller groups to survive so new hives as they were called formed we even had trouble from changelings infiltration Rainbow said she found a means to prevent that but never clarified I think I might now know how If there changelings.” I said we walked through the door one pod was cracked the changeling occupant was dead. “Find the queen.” I said 
We spread out searching each pod until I had found her. “Over here girls.” I said.
Storm and the others quickly made their way to me as I removed my Helmet. “Revive her and only her She has the answers I require and the others will obey her out of devotion to her so she is the voice of her kin.” I said as I watched Storm activate the wake sequence on her pod. 
A hiss could be heard as it opened and the occupant let out a groan and opened her eyes coming face to face with me she reacted quickly snapping into attention and saluting me.
I returned it. “I want answers. For some reason a dear friend of mine trusts you and wasn’t manipulated into recording a message to me changeling I for one do not have issues with your kind unlike most ponies I wasn’t present at the wedding your kind crashed so I have no ill will against you. From the fact that you snapped to attention You know who I am and probably have been expecting me.” I said getting a Nod from the changeling queen. 
“I’m Eva changeling Queen of the MAW special operations and espinosa and counter espinosa branch. I am a training officer for intelligence and special forces.” Eva said. 
“Special Forces huh tell me Eva why would I believe a single word you say?” I asked. 
“Ma’am You might want to look at this.”  Storm said at the terminal. 
“What is it?” I said as I walked over to Storm to see what she found On the Terminal was complete dossiers on the individuals in the pods Eva’s was up also showing her Disguised forms for earth, pegasus and Unicorn. I looked them over then back at Eva. 
“Ok so you knew me before this moment isn’t that right teach?” I asked getting a nod of her head. 
“Yes Cloudy Joy I did indeed know I would be seeing you again after Rainbow said you were going to be coming We all went into the pods knowing we would be taking orders from you as the highest ranking military officer and member of the MAW Special operations. I have a duty to perform Rainbow also said you might want something from me to insure that I am under your command.” She reached in and pulled a chip and handed it to me. I placed it so it could be read complete transfer orders for Eva and 19 others to my command effective immediately. “I am under your command Ma’am have been the moment I went into that Pod.” She said. 
“Alright then I want your word and oath on the memory of my dear friend and oaths you swore to her as the ministry mare that you or anypony under you will not betray me or Equestria.” I said. 
“I so Swear it Under the penalty of death to my hive I make this solemn vow I will not Betray your trust or the secrets you wish kept I will not betray Equestria You have a mission to complete we are your assistance you probably need intelligence means and or have need of trainers we are yours to command.” Eva said. 
“Ok Eva I accept your vow and has been so logged I need to know how your plan to keep fed the 18 changelings besides yourself feed?” I asked. 
Eve’s face was stricken a bit before saying. “18 there should be 19 besides myself.” She said and looked over the pods until she caught sight of the cracked pod. 
“According to the terminal that pod suffered a structural breach 15 years after activation self repair functions failed door failed to release.” Storm Wing said. 
Eva slumped. “We knew that it had a chance of failing that we might not make it, but to see one of my brood dead isn’t easy there my children after all.” She said.
“That I can understand but I need to know how you plan on keeping them alive if you feed off emotions for magical substance. I know you would have a hard time finding enough out there to keep you sated. Hell I have a hard time even being out there oh there is hope but Fillydelphia is Slaver territory and we lost two of our own to steel rangers who ambushed them for the damn gear they were wearing. The ranger you see before you Is a member of my team and is the one that warned me of a lot of dangers out in the Equestria of today. She has earned the right to wear that armor more than once. We have little to no information on who we can trust and we have very limited personnel what you see with me is all that is left of my team I have a feeling you were training for working with me when before being placed in stasis. Well let me say this Out of the 202 personnel that includes me. Myself and the Captain here are the only survivors of the base you were going to be sent to the base is Operational the Three members of my team you see have been recruited Gunnery Sergeant Daisy Streaks Former Steel Ranger and trader. Sergeant Misty Sparks Chief Medical Officer currently under training Certified Combat Field Medic training for Field Doctor. Former Trade caravan guard. Corporal Moon Lily of the Lunar Guard recruited into my unit with two others. Two days ago we lost them no less than an hour ago to that Ambush I mentioned. Also it has been 200 years since you went into stasis. Equestria is a wasteland there are survivors out there. There is Hope out there I have seen it The base is designed to assist in the reconstruction of Equestria we need personnel more than anything to operate the base at full capacity. So again how do you plan to keep your children and yourself feed the five of us could not sustain 19 changelings.” I said and asked. 
Eva was lookin a little worried, “If our supplies survived we will not have to worry about that for awhile.” Eva said walking over to a wall hitting a switch to reveal 3 rather large crystal gems that were glowing with a warmth that couldn’t be explained and 4 rows of smaller crystals gems. 
“What are those?” I asked. 
“Well the term we use are love crystals there a gemstone that has been enhanced to store love any changeling can feed off of these gems for weeks if not years the big ones are the hive gemstones known as the heart stone. It is never dark should it be dark it means the hive is lost It took us 6 years to acquire the love that fills these gemstones all love in her was freely given to us. We acquired so much that we needed two more heart stones.” Eva explained. 
“We had a lot of resistance to our being there We proved ourselves by putting an end to infiltrations of other changelings even helped gather intel on the zebra tactics. We provided the zebra infiltration tactics and martial arts books information. So long as the 3 heart stones stay lit we shall be fine.” Eva said getting a nod from me. 
“Storm Revive the rest. Eva make sure they understand that I am in command.” I said. 
Eva nodded. “Yes Ma’am.” 
“What training do you have are you Power Armor trained?’ I asked 
“We have training in all forms of combat and can use a vast array of weapons and yes we are trained to use Both Steel Ranger and Pegasi Power armors.” Eva said as her children awake and stand before her bowing. 
“Ok everypony listen up It has been 200 years since we went into stasis we lost one along the way General Cloud Striker is here as was told by Rainbow Dash that she would be coming She’s in command now follow her orders as you would mine she also has information that is needed for survival out in what has become of Equestria we are under her command as is expected I have sworn an oath of fealty to General Cloud Striker and is binding by all of us no information is to be given unless authorized by the General or her Second in Command Captain Storm Wing. Do not bring disgrace to me or the hive.” Eva said In addressing her changelings. 
Eva turned to me “Orders Ma’am?”  She asked. 
“For now assist Captain Storm Wing on taking Inventory cross checking with warehouse manifest and prepare to move out we are in a battle zone between Redeye Slavers and Steel Ranger’s. We also have potential enemies in the forms of Alicorns from what I understand there allies of Redeye a pony who works for the so called Goddess that the Alicorns come from so they work with him there smart and learn from each encounter even if none survive the encounter. I suspect that there linked in some way to each other. We also have the Grand Pegasi Enclave but not much is known of them what we do know is this they think they're better than us down here that they have the ultimate right to survive they have been gathering intel ever now and then on the happenings down here. They also disfigure and discredit anypony that bucks there Ideals branding them as traitors using a magical energy brand to cover up a pony's cutie mark with a magical energy damage in a crude likeness of Rainbow Dash's Cutie Mark and are called Dashits there friends. Also there are ponies unlucky enough to not die from the results of the megaspells known as ghouls there like any other pony sept they look dead and decayed there are farul versions of the ghouls that have lost their minds and will just attack without provocation. Eva will have a copy of a guide book written by a pegasus ghoul by the name of Ditzy Doo. I suggest you read it in its entirety when you have time. As soon as a complete inventory has been acquired we will pack up and move out I want eight of you to Stand guard with the Sentinels by the two Tortoises and a supply wagon. We will figure out how to proceed after the inventory has been checked and confirmed with manifest.” I said and getting 19 salutes I returned them. 
“Eva With me.” I said walking to a corner. Eva following. 
“First and foremost I want you to know that you're the best qualified to lead your um. How should I address your kind?” I asked. 
Eva giggled “Address us like you would address a fellow pony we maybe changelings but were ponies as well we need to eat drink just like you but we also don’t produce magic in the sense that you do we have needs and wants we are linked in a way but each changeling is an individual. I am their leader and mother in a sense I gave birth to them there my family. Please treat them with kindness.” Eva said. 
“Ok so you're the best qualified to lead your ponies your unique ability to shapeshift gives us an edge we didn’t have before. There is something brewing in Equestria what it is I do not know but it’s going to be happening one way or another I need ponies to keep a constant ear and eyes open to Intel coming in at our HQ which is a base that was never ever made mention or even exists to Equestria at large It doesn’t exist it was built by stable tech’s master engineer Applebloom and we acquired a lot for this base it has 27 levels two levels completely devoted to hydroponics we have 3 levels devoted to manufacturing and fabrications. It also has a hagar and repair bay for Raptors and Thunderheads and is able provided we have the material to even build them we have one prototypeRaptor a dragon killer classification that has a prototype stealth system that is fully operational we just do not have the personnel to operate it. This information is classified top secret the base in question has a operational capacity of 1000 personnel you were being trained for this base to support and help operate the base with your ponies we have the skeleton crew requirements to operate the raptor which is a great boon to me. Now we have a means to transport large amounts of supplies to ponies settlements around the wasteland as it is referred to looks it too THe badlands is the closest Reference I can give you to how Equestria now looks.” I said Eva’s eyes widen and start to tear. 
“That right there is the Look I had when I left the base after waking up the first ponies I ran into were Daisy and Misty they operated a trade caravan doing runs all the way to Tenpony tower In Manehattan which is what the MAS hub is being called. Daisy lost her husband in an ambush we rescued them from Misty lost her fellow guards ponies who were hired to assist In protecting the caravan from raiders and slavers as well as other sorted creatures that make home in the wasteland.” I added.
“Is there a chance for Equestria to recover Ma’am?” Eva asked.  
“Yes!” I said firmly. “That was the one reason the base was made a stable why it has the equipment it has we can restore or rebuild Equestrias infrastructure. If we can get the cloud cover gone we can even help the land recover so we can use the countless seeds we have in the base to make Equestria green again. I want to make that happen but First and foremost I need information The base can not fall into the hooves of somepony like Redeye or The steel ranger elders who would see it as the property of the MWT and confiscate everything and use it as a base of operations or worse yet for there own goals the hydroponic level 1 can support a million ponies level 2 is a medical garden for lack of better terms and is growing everything needed in medicines and medical healing potions tinctures and poultices. The base has Schools Education and learning centers on every subject of pony society. Has a full blown Medical hospital as well as having a combat training course with combat drones It is also Heavily guarded by over 20 Ultra Sentinels over 200 internal automated defense turrets. And don’t forget the internal Security Droids. I requested and was approved this level of defenses because of how important this base would be to Equestria We have automated Maintenance droids as well as droids working the Hydroponic gardens canning stock piling 17 years of fresh grown healthy foods and medical supplies so ask yourself Eva. Do you think I was over reacting when I requested the kind of Defenses with the information you now know of?” I asked Her eyes grew hard and she replied with a. “NO Ma’am You did not If I was in your hooves I would have done the same thing maybe even more.” 
“Good because that is what I need right there a Pony who understands the reasons behind my security I requested it Princess Luna approved it. So we need to gather information I need at least 5 of your ponies Constantly going through the reports that have been Piling up in the CC since we got the communications and intel sweets backup and running. Team sizes consist of 6 ponies So one of your ponies will be with me. You on the other Hoof will be left in charge at the base when we are out in the field No unauthorized ponies are allowed in the base the base is under a high concealment illusion shield. And will not be revealed until the right time We need ponies Eva and a lot of them to bring the base to full operating capacity. Not just so we can use its full capability but so we can properly defend it when we do reveal its location. You are a great boost to my moral. Do not fail me the trust I place in your hooves when I am not at the base is steep. Six ponies will also form Beta group there tortoise is here with us they will be protecting caravans/convoys that may come to collect trade goods and do business with us. Currency for the wasteland is bottlecaps. Daisy will work out a price guide for what things are worth in the wasteland so we know what to charge or offer for free.” I said getting a nod of understanding. 
Storm walked up to me with an expression of amazement on her face. “Damn it Rainbow you sure know how to surprise the buck out of me and us at times.” She said. 
“Report!” I said. 
“I do not know how she managed it Ma’am but we have 250 Steel Ranger armors our units colors not only that but 10 of them are for Unicorns. We have more supplies of ammunition and weapons here to outfit the entire base thrice over and have spares. There is enough here ma’am to completely outfit Tenpony with the best weapons and equipment. I am worried though With everything we have here that is of vital use to the base we don't have the means to transport it all If we wish to move our personnel safely to the base and the equipment and armors.” Storm reported my jaw dropped. “Damn it Rainbow If i had only known of this We could of brought the damn raptor we would have not lost ponies.” I said sighing heavily, 
Eva cleared her throat. “Might I make a suggestion Ma’am?” Eva said. 
“I am always open for suggestions Eva.” I said in response. 
“The Warehouse does have its own supply transport that should be able to carry everything on the inventory manifest might take both transports but it is an option.” Eva said getting my ears to perk up. 
“What kind of transports?” I asked. 
“There the Raptors little brother ma’am.” Eva said. 
“Storm Wing Go check them out make sure there operational take a few of the engineer ponies with you check them out if there operational I want them loaded and ready for launch They have a crew compliment of 20 and were retired from active service except for supply runs that can be operated effectively with a crew of 10.” I said to Storm who rushed off to check. “Are they armed?” I asked Eva who just nodded. 
“Daisy find Storm assist her also tell her to make sure that the weapon systems are operational as well been informed there armed.” I said getting an affirmative. 
“You have no Idea how much that will make gathering supplies will be not to mention getting back to base with all the equipment. Though we might very well have a fight on our hooves if the enclave finds out about them. They have all the raptors and Support craft and Thunderheads that survived the war from what I’ve gathered from talking to a dashit and former captain of the enclave.” I said. 
“Ma’am we will do what must be done to get through.” Eva said. 
Misty can galloping to us she slid to a stop. “Ma’am The Captain asked me to get you from what I understand she said you need to see this.” Misty said. 
I looked a Eva then back to Misty. “Lead on Sergeant.” 
At a trot Misty led us to what could be the underground loading docks was a massive hangar like structure with doors at the top to allow vertical take off  but that wasn’t what Storm wanted me to see Oh no it was the Two ships that Eva mentioned. My jaw again hit the floor. 
“No bucking way you sligh beautiful mare If you were here now I would kiss you.” I whispered as a prayer of thanks to Rainbow. 
“Yes Ma’am I would to these are equipped with the stealth tech of the prototype back home only different they run off stealth buck array that is topped off we should have no trouble sneaking out of here the ships are being gone over with a fine hoof checking systems and the weapons Cj we now have a means of transporting a lot of cargo not to mention the base can outfit these ships with an upgraded stealth system. We have everything we need to do it right bucking here the ships are loaded with room for everything we will take including the Tortoises and wagon we will need to split up to properly crew the ships but other than that we have two supply ships we can operate with little to no worries.” Storm Said.
I walked over to the dock terminal I brought it up and inputed my ID code another message popped up. 
“Hey CJ I guess by now you found them hehe bet your first reaction was a jaw drop and No bucking way response probably would be wanting to kiss me too eh. Anyway these have been here for some time pretty much since Luna began crating up the MAW and were reported lost I’m sure by now you been told what they're equipped with and are halling yes they were slated to go to your base matter of fact they were about to be loaded when I got here you met the ponies who were going to be bringing them to you at the base that is of course Eva our changeling Queen This facility may not be like your base so I put had vacuum sealed a bunch of spare parts for repairs hopefully the ships have faired well I have no clue how long it would be before you got here I hope things will be alright for you. Good Luck in your Mission B.F.F.B.B.F. ( Best Friends Forever Battle Buddy Forever. For those of you who don’t know what that means. ) I hope you find happiness Cloudy I know you would probably pounce on me like you did that one night If i was there with you but alas I have to go Cloudy Got things to do Need to check on the other supplies meant for you More then likely you have already been there just to get here if not go to Manehattan branch Hehe. Later bff live happily my friend yours Always Rainbow.” Screen went blank with door control options.  
“Damn that Mare.” I screamed. 
“No Pony has made me want them this much I wish she was here I would give her the biggest damn hug in the world I can not believe it she Isn’t even here and thinking of things I didn’t even take into consideration these raptors are the lesser extent of the military force were the primary battle fortress before the Dragons joined in with the zebras then we designed the Dragon killer class raptor minimum of complement is 20 full operational at peak performance 60 crew full combat crew 300 max capacity.” I said as I collapsed and passed the buck out. 
I came to with Misty standing over me. “Are you alright CJ?” She asked. 
“Yeah I think the relief that we won't have to cross hellhound infested routes to base is a huge load off my shoulders.” I said. 
“Well there operational weapons systems are green engines are green flight controls green were green across the board Ma’am On both ships.” Storm said. 
“How’s loading going?” I asked 
“Nearly complete General.” Said one of the changelings. 
“Good Good.” I replied. 
“Storm check around The supplies and the ships were a shock in of themselves I would not want to leave any more toys behind Take Moon Lily with you.” I said getting a nod in agreement, 
Half an hour later the ships were loaded everything was checked nothing was gained by the additional search even the sentinels were loaded onto the ships I tied the dock doors in with my pipbuck so I can close and open the doors when we were clear of them. 
I activated ship to ship. “Storm how are things over there?” I asked. 
“We are all green Ma’am engine start up in 5..4..3..2..1.” I heard the raptor Storm was on startup. It was music to my ears. 
“Start the engines.” I ordered. My raptors engines started up and I was thrilled I activated the Dock doors so we can get the buck out of here. 
Storm took her raptor through the doors and we soon joined hers on the surface. I closed the dock doors. Still on Ship to Ship. “Activate the stealth arrays gain altitude and set course for HQ all best possible speed.” I said giving the position of the base. The raptors were operating flawlessly as was intended we made the outskirts of Filly in less time than we did getting here eta to base was two hours. 
“Eva How are your supplies holding up?” I asked. 
“Very well each one of my ponies has a love crystal we have plenty more I could even assist with personnel if need be but would require a stallion to help I would estimate about 4-6 months I could have enough changelings to provide crew not only for these two but the one at base. But I would need to find a Stallion in order to do so.” She said. 
“Hmm. I’ll keep it under advisement at the moment The only personnel I have are mares that would include you and your kin unless not everyone of them is a mare.” I said. 
“Oh General we are both mare and stallion in gender in fact the one that answered your question about loading was a stallion.” Eva answered.
“Ok when in disguise I would like you to remain the genders you are born with undisguised changelings look too much alike can’t tell the differences between the genders except for you.” I said getting a giggle from Eva. 
“Duly noted Ma’am it will be done.” She said
An hour into the flight Storm reported that the stealth array on her ship was working at 50% 
I requested a status report on the stealth array of my ship getting the same report. “Ok so they stealth buck arrays for these ships have roughly a two hour life before needing to be replaced. Yeah we will need to replace outfit these ships with the prototype when we have the chance to start the process.” I said to Storm getting a nod of agreement. 
We made it back to base I opening the hangar doors as we pass through the shield our stealth arrays failed I quickly signaled our Id tags marking the ships as friendly we quickly docked the ships in the hangar’s refit and repair bays Sent a signal to have maintenance go over the new ships and repair all systems and prepare ships for to be refitted with the new stealth system that was never installed on these ships. We had helper droids taking things to where they belonged the armors went to the armory confiscated Steel Ranger armors went to the Repair and diagnostics bay all other equipment was stored where it went droids swarmed the raptors replacing hall armor when needed and applying the color patterns of the base and unit of military mainly the MAW Special forces.
I had Eva gather her ponies. 
“Ok everypony listen up for I shall say this only once. From this point on your not to discuss or disclose the location of this base or that it even exists. From this moment on you're not regular members of the MAW you're now Special Forces of the Equestrian Airguard. We are a MAW black ops group working under the Airguard hence our emblem and color scheme We are MoA do not forget that but we have a mission to help Equestria recover Most of you if not all have seen what has happened to our beloved Equestria. This base can support over a million ponies in food and medical supplies for hundreds of years if need be but also has means to rebuild the shattered infrastructure of Equestria. We have schools education centers for all manner of society of Equestria. We are able to gather intelligence by tapping into pretty much any radio broadcast Your Queen will be picking 5 of you to join her in shifting through the reports and com traffic we have been getting since the the sweets were repaired. Other duties will be assigned accordingly to your skills and knowledge. One of you will be assigned to Alpha team. 6 of you will be making up Beta team I will be looking through the lists of your skills training will be held to determine the best possible pony for team lead of beta. The team will not have much assignments at this time except guarding the base along with the security system and of course Training. I want you all to at least hit the train rooms combat training medical training I want at least 3 of yeah to have medical training The Chief Medical Officer. For this base is Sergeant Misty Sparks. Anypony going into medical will be under her authority. Do not disappoint her she can be very how to put it.” Misty interrupted with Grumpy. “Well I guess we will go with that. As for others Know the senior staff of this base I am the General of the base In order it Goes Me the Captain Storm Wing. Gunnery Sergeant Daisy Streaks Sergeant Misty Sparks then Eva She’s in charge of all of you as is meant to be. She reports directly to me and the captain. We are always approachable should you need somepony to talk to. Welcome to the Family of MAW base 155 Special Forces and recovery base Report to the Senior officer in charge of the section you wish to work in Gunny is in charge of Armory and Armory bay Captain Storm Wing and I will select one of you to be in alpha team we will then select the Power Armor type you will be using while deployed upon that choice you will determine the type of disguise you will use Dismissed.” I said. 
The changelings went to the senior officer to get started. There were three changelings in front of Misty. 6 In front of Daisy and the rest standing not sure where to go.
“Oh one more thing Everypony Follow Captain Storm Wing to be outfitted with your personnel pipbuck without it you will not have access to sections of the base they will contain your ID tag for the base mainframe systems with your rank and access authorization. We will be checking everything I have already Loaded the Dossiers of your files into the computer So each of you will need after acquiring your pipbuck to go into the disguises with in your file so the system can match Tags with Profiles.” I said. 
Every changeling including Eva went with Storm to the equipment bay. I followed to see how this would go. I set the terminal system to take profile Id match to tag told base system to take a fore profile ID check with data transferred of the new recruits computer system confirmed. 
After everypony had there pipbucks activated Starting with Eva I did the Id verification. Matching Profile pics with Pipbuck tag. 
“Ok Eva we will start with you. Step up and go into your Unicorn Disguise then after you hear the beep go to your pegasus then earth pony respectively after each beep.” I said getting a nod from her. 
The process for 19 changelings took an hour but it was worth it in the long run the base system asked each one for speak in each disguise for voice recognition. The pipbucks worked even with their disguises there display status screen would display the disguised changelings tribe if the changeling was a Earth pony that's what the status screen would depict an earth pony mare or stallion. There was three stallions amongst the changelings 
“Eva I was looking at your file and assignments you performed. It told me you received training from the MAS what was that training doesn't tell me?” I asked her.
“Oh well I was trained in enchantments. I went undercover within Ironshod firearms and learned the enchantments for the weapons like the ones on your sniper and gatling mainly that was to uncover who tried to kill Applejack. No pony at Ironshod was behind it. I went to each and every one of her ministry funded organizations except Four Stars. My mission wasn’t successful. To say the least.” Eva said. 
“Thank Luna and Celestia.” I said getting an odd look from Eva. 
“One of the members of my team killed in the ambush was an enchanter she was going to start learning the rest of the enchantments when we returned. On our trip there we had her enchant quite a few of our rounds when we learned of it helped us punch a holes through alicorn shields when we encountered some. That went hostile real quick Her death was a blow to us all.” I said. 
Eva nodded. “If you have the right gems I can begin enchanting them for the functions you wish.” Eva said. 
“That would be great We have gems a lot of them it to repair equipment and so on talismans of targeting for security systems and the likes We need to get quite a few water talismans made so we can offer them up to settlements that do not have access to clean water but have a purifier. There are quite a few settlements that could use one would be nice to be able to offer up something besides food stuffs or ammunition.” I said. 
I motioned for her to follow me she did and I went to the Command Center. “Welcome the heart of the base the CC this is where all our data comes to and the communications system and sensor sweets are.” I said watching Eva’s Eye go wide at all the large monitoring screens showing information.
“This is where you and 5 others will be monitoring the broadcasts of everything Enclave transmissions have been flagged as priority one also Anything dealing with the Steel Rangers is also flagged we have a few ponies we trust helping us One of them is Ditzy Doo the author of the survival guide she runs a shop called absolutely everything. Trying to see if she will be willing to be our liaison with the traders so we do not have to reveal the base to anypony just yet. The other is the Dj Pon 3 out of Tenpony He does news reports for the wasteland as well as brings music to them Dj Pon 3’s assistant Homage is our contact for him. Our main source of info though is the SPP towers observation eyes and the information that they can collect. This is the primary thing I wish you to be doing catch up on the intel we gather organize it and flag things for my review anything that you hear about ground based ops from Enclave I want to know about it asap those will be flagged Celestia tier priority.” I said getting nod from Eva. 
“Anything else Ma’am?” Eva asked. 
“Yes can changelings and ponies crossbreed?” I asked?
Eva paused. “Depends on why you wish to know ma’am.” Eve replied. 
“Very well Moon Lily our Thestral corporal is entering her estrus. I wouldn’t be opposed to her finding relief from it should she choose to I just want to know if she could get pregnant from such an encounter with one of the stallions of your kind.” I said. 
“Ah the answer is yes we are compatible but it’s not likely mainly for reasons I on the other hoof could end up with foal easily should I choose to by taking a stallion to bed We are fertil all the time I am able to have up to 20 foal at one time My daughters in a way are only able to have 5 at a time should they become pregnant. One of my brood will carry the foals to term If i was to start I could have at least 40 to 60 foals in 4 months if everything goes as plan changelings have are slightly different than ponies our gestational time is only a few months from the conception to birth allows us to how to put it keep our numbers up the foal then needs a month to two months to mature to that of a teenager or legal adult in pony society.” Eva said. 
I just looked at her. “So Moon Lily could get pregnant if she slept with a Changeling stallion. As for your reproduction I have to say weird and I do not mean any offence that was just not expected.” I said getting a Giggle out of Eva.
“Oh that is of course if the changeling in question is actually a stallion changeling a mare changeling disguised as a stallion will not impregnate a mare. We can be either sex but only our own sex is prominent while in the acts of mating though we have the instincts of a stallion while in stallion form so a mare in heat will draw our attention should we be in stallion form even us mare changelings.” Eva added and I sighed in relief. 
“Ok that makes sence was kind of scared there. Plus Knowing Rainbow Dash she wouldn’t be able to resist teasing me even is she is gone so please do not tease me I am more liable to pounce on some unsuspecting changeling who teases me too much. I am into both sexes mares and stallions Never been with an actual stallion but was going to be talking one with my mate about forming a herd before both died at Little Horn.” I said getting a sad expression on Eva’s face. 
“You don’t have to say it. For the most part I have gotten over my lover and potential lovers deaths From my perspective two months ago Rainbow Dash was the first pony I asked out since their deaths she turned me down gently because she was into stallions not mares. I did try and tell her I was alright with stallions. She said she knew that but she wasn’t looking for love at the time or she had somepony she didn’t want to share.” I said with a sigh. 
“Damn I’m pathetic must be getting too old.” I said then burst out laughing at Eva’s expression. 
“You do Know I’m Technically 226 years old right?” I said Eva’s eyes widened into understanding. 
“Well let me say this Ma’am For a 226 year old mare you certainly aged well.” Eva said with a snicker escaping her muzzle. 
I just gave her a deadpan expression and she lost it. I couldn't help but laugh to at the joke at my expense. 
“Anyway Like I said I want this information cataloged and flagged for review with Celestia and Luna tiers marked urgent the quicker I hear about it and the faster we can respond to events.” I said. 
Eva nodded. “I’ll pick some of my best at information gathering on this Asap anything else ma’am.” Eva said 
“Yeah while I’m not in uniform or armor at base and Im not dealing with military related stuff We can drop formalities example say you need to talk to me am in my quarters you do not have to address me by rank or as ma’am but as Cloudy Joy, Cloudy or CJ  most of my friends will address me as such Even when I’m on duty. This unit is my family you and your kin have joined it. So do not be worried about Formalities while I’m not dealing with military matters.” I said.
As I was about to say something I heard Dj Pon 3 begin a one of his broadcasts. 
“Yea-haw!  Welcome, ponies of Fillydelphia!  This is DJ Pon3 beaming a light into even the darkest parts of the Equestrian Wasteland!  You can’t stop the signal, baby!  And thanks to that kid from Stable Two, the message is reaching even the souls trapped in that Celestia-forsaken hellhole.  Looks like our plucky Stable-Dweller galloped into the heart of Red Eye’s slavery operation and gave the old bastard a big black eye… in the form of losing nearly half his dirigibles and a small army’s worth of his slavers.  Not t’ mention annihilating the Crater Boss.  And she even took Red Eye’s right hoof griffin, Stern, down a peg.  Aaaaand that’s not all!  Our little Wasteland Heroine, our Bringer of Light, bucked right through the wall that Red Eye had built around Fillydelphia’s airwaves, bringing my humble message into the one place I could never reach before!  Thank you, Stable Dweller!If you should happen to see our Light Bringer, give her a big thanks!  She’ll be easy to recognize, should she keep in the company of the zebra slave she rescued as icing on the cupcake in her latest escapade.  And for the rest of you still toiling away in Fillydelphia, our hearts go out to you, and your plight has not been forgotten.  Plus, I offer these small words of hope: knowing our Light Bringer, I don’t think she’s done with Red Eye yet!Warning to all those traveling central Equestria.  Keep your hooves away from the areas surrounding Ponyville.  I’m getting reports of fires along the back end of the Everfree Forest.  They seem to be spreading slowly, but the advancing flames and smoke are pushing many of the forest’s unpleasant inhabitants towards the Ponyville side of that nightmare zone, and at least a couple monsters have actually wandered their way into the old town itself.  Fortunately, the only ponies living in that area are raiders.  So, to the monsters, I say bon appetite!Well, it’s another hard day in this Equestrian Wasteland, but I’ve got the news and the music to get you through.  So say bye-bye to stupid static, and hello to magnificent music!  This has been your host, DJ Pon3…”
“Ah Damn it no wonder we didn’t see many of them snipers nests of his when we were leaving damn she works fast at times wish I knew she was there I would have helped her out. I wonder how she managed to get in that wall I’ll have to ask her next time I see her. I’ll have to ask her what happened the next time I speak to her last I talked to her she was with Two other ponies Calamity A hansom Pegasus stallion and I have to admit it a quite beautiful unicorn mare Velvet Remedy A direct descendant of Sweetie Belle. She has the vocal talent of Sweetie belle too. Hell Velvet managed to record some songs for Dj Pon3 too. Anyway the fires that were reported I don’t like the sound of that. Also keep an ear out for anything out of the norm flag anything that is an emergency as high priority I do not want anything to be overlooked.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am.” Eva said. 
I paused at a terminal Logged Eva as a operator and as having access to the CC No outgoing broadcasts permitted unless Authorized by me with pipbuck Verification. 
“I’m going to check on some things You are cleared for the CC I would like you to get some of your ponies started on this intel reports as soon as possible. After I finish my checks I’m off to bed If something happens and needs me to look at send somepony to wake me otherwise it can wait until morning I need sleep. Remember what I said anything out of the norm flag them I do not want to have any surprises.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am We shall get right on it.” Eva said walking out and getting her five best analysts. And returning before I was finished with My quick scans of the data. 
“Ok Listen up I want anything dealing with Enclave activity on ground or deployment movements flagged priority Enclave com channels are marked Enclave in red those are to be monitored constantly if possible otherwise hit record before leaving the post. Eva has what gets flagged Celestia and Luna tier those go to me asap. Report anything out of the norm to Eva she will give yeah what to flag it with She’s the Watch commander for the base As we get more personnel to assist we will only have one shift for the CC Beta team can assist once they are assembled Tomorrow we will assign ponies to armors and Equipment even If you're not in the Field You will have Armor and equipment assigned to you. Mainly its because we are so short staffed that we have to do things this way. Let Eva know anything out of the norm so she can decide if it should go to me asap or wait for when I’m up. With that I’ll Bid you all a goodnight.” I said as I left the CC for last few checks. 
I caught Storm In the Hangar. “How they shaping up?” I asked. 
“Oh there great maintenance has already gotten them ready for installation of the new stealth we should have one of them ready in the morning. In other news Moon Lily was looking for you.” Storm said. 
“Thanks Storm I think I know what for too.” I said Storm just giggled. 
I walked out of the hangar down the hall and bumped into Lily coming out of the mess. 
“Pardon me CJ I was wondering if you would do what you said yeah would do when we got back to base I understand getting the new recruits situated was important.” She said. 
“Yes Moon Lily and I keep my promises follow me and I’ll get you the estrus relief Devices I promised you.” I said giving her a smile and led the way to the fabrication chamber. Once there I selected the devices I made before and had them made with a box just like the others got. The box came out of the unit and I hoofed it over to Moon Lily with a copy of Pony sutra with training guides on how to use them properly. 
“I’m going to warn you now In the book is a lot of information about the sexual arts stick to the chapters of first time sex toy users. What is in here are called dildos as a joke by Rainbow Dash she labeled them as Estrus Relief Devices. In essence there toys for mares in the shape of a Stallions Penis or cock breeding staff whatever you wish to call it but the book has how to use them properly and how to do things with them as well There are three sizes in there One of which has straps for a mare to wear for mare on mare pleasure. I did that because I do not know if you're into mares and stallions So any mare getting these will have one regardless of their sexuality the will get one for a mare on mare use.” I said. 
“Thank You Cj.” Moon Lily said. 
“No Problem Moon Lily have a goodnight I’m off to bed.” I said. 
“Goodnight Cj sleep well.” Lily replied as I walk away. 
As I was passing the Armory I heard Daisy and Misty so I poked my head in. “Everything alright girls?” I asked. 
“Yes Ma’am we were just discussing the Steel Ranger Power armors for Unicorns It appears they made a little modification from the standard Steel Ranger Mk 1b armor for unicorn wearers It has a minor weight reduction enchantment without sacrificing armor protection or durability we have already designated them for medical personnel We were just setting up my armor My shotguns are being connected now.” Misty said it was at that moment that i realised that she was indeed in Ranger armor. 
“How’s it feel Misty you able to move easily in it I do not want you to strain yourself too much?” I asked. 
“I’ll not be galloping like I did in the warehouse Ma’am without straining myself but I can manage a decent trot Daisy’s going to have me Running the track in full armor in the morning to help me get use to it like I have been with the added weights in the other armor plus this armors much better I actually have no issues with any of the systems The pipbuck has helped me a bit when it came to the EFS the hud has been explained to me by Daisy she really has been helping me we were setting up the Unicorn Steel Ranger armors for Medical Loadouts as you can see ma’am My medical kits are now attached to the armor this thing is amazing ma’am I can feel the weight of it slightly this should be able to help me gain endurance and strengthen me up.” Misty said as she turned around after the completion of her weapons being connected. I could see her medical emblem designating her as a medical pony and the medical field loadout boxes attached over her flank like it was before. I also noticed that there wasn’t a missile launch pod. On this her armor.
“What was the armaments for the unicorn Ranger armor?” I asked. 
“Pretty much what Mine is with one exception No missiles the armor was pretty much medium to heavy support and medical rolls according to the recorded message we found with it. Only reason it has the Grenade Machinegun is because its was standard issue but we noticed right away that it wasn’t integrated so we swapped it out with Misty’s Macs we she can also have an additional weapon to complete her weapon armaments. I was going to ask you what we should place on for her final weapon. I do not think she likes the Idea of splash damage that the Grenade providers.” Daisy said getting a shack out of Misty. 
“No your right Daisy It’s great for to be able to take out a lot of enemies but I just do not like the Idea of it in the long run especially if we get into enclosed spaces. Plus I’m a medical officer my shotguns are great but even in enclosed spaces I would need to be careful where and when I fire there great for crowd control in a since I would like to have something that would be easy similar to the rifle you gave me ma’am but maybe a semi auto assault carbine I maybe a medical pony, but that doesn’t mean I will not assist my teammates in a firefight.” Misty said. 
I walked fully into the Armory Bay walked around Misty checking how the armor looks on her I smiled. “I think I have just the thing.” I said as I disappeared through the Armory doors Daisy and Misty looked at each other. I walked out with a push cart with a few weapons on it. 
“Ok Misty I have 4 weapons here. Each are semi auto like your shotguns Two of them can go full auto but have burst functions like your shotguns the other two have single round and three round burst. Two are .308 caliber rifles  and Two are .45 caliber. Rifles each can use the full range of ammunition of its calibers from the Standard rounds to the incendiary rounds even enchanted rounds should we get them. So you have a choice based off of what you were talking about these would best fit the descriptions. The .45 cal are the ones with signal to three round burst there all assault carbines.” I said. “Oh and Daisy get her armors targeting systems calibrated knowing things could have been thrown out of whack with the absence of the grenade. I want her combat ready and affective. Should we have combat Plus it would be good to have more conventional weapons and less splash damage going around. Face it You Me Storm and Lily all have weapons that cause splash depending on the ammo type Misty uses she does too but I know she uses slugs with little to no spread Nice thing is with this armor she will be able to swap out ammo types pretty quickly. Work with her on it.” I said getting a nod from Daisy. 
Misty was looking over the rifles to choose from. The way her head was cocked I could just imagine her face is scrunched up in thought. She placed a hoof on each one went with the .45 semi Auto burst assault carbine. She levitated it over to Daisy. 
“Nice choice it’s got stopping power like your shotguns has two fire modes single shot and three round burst. Plus the standard rounds will punch through almost any armor.” I said as I pushed the cart back through the armory door putting away the unselected rifles and stepping back out.
“Get use to the armor Misty we will be in our armors a lot when in the field. Nice thing is we you will not be so hot the armors climate controlled or should be anyway.” I said. 
“Oh it is Ma’am.” Daisy said finishing the final connections. Misty getting the weapon info mode of fire and ammunition type. 
“Alright I’m all equipped now for the ammunition. I feel strangely Naked without ammo.” Misty 
said. 
Daisy burst out into a fit of giggles. I couldn’t keep a straight face. 
Misty paused for a moment then burst into fits of giggles as well. “I can not believe I said that considering we normally don't wear clothes unless you're one of the snobs in Tenpony no offence intended Daisy on your fillies.” Misty said. 
“Non taken.” Daisy replied. 
“Anyway yes Ammunition would be great then we can put armor into diagnostics and calibration mode to calibrate the targeting systems as well as test its swapping ammo types and functions of the guns.” Daisy said getting a nod of agreement. 
“Alright girls have a goodnight don’t stay up too late we have to outfit 9 armors of each power armor type tomorrow morning for our new recruits Eva will have her own choice of which one she would like to use.” I said getting goodnights from both of them.
I finally make it to my room did my bedtime routine Checked my armor and laid down sighing in relief as my head rested on my fluffy pillow and fell asleep.

Footnotes Level up 
Cloudy Joy Level up
New Perk: Combat expertise: Your combat training has paid off and granted you a zen like state while under fire in combat situations all accuracy is increased by 15% chance of critical hit is increased by 5%. You do 25% more damage with each successful hit and your reaction time has increased by 30% while in the zone. It’s like being in SATS without being.
Storm Chaser Level up 
Daisy Streaks Level up
Misty Sparks Level up 
New Gear: Steel Ranger Unicorn Power Armor .45 caliber Semi Auto assault carbine 
Training progression  Field Doctor 50% complete 
New Recruits: You found 19 changelings in stasis within the Fillydelphia MAW warehouse each one has sworn fealty to you. As a result you now have a staff of changelings 
Eva. Queen of the Changelings. Base Watch Commander Leader of the 18 changelings you found in stasis within the MAW warehouse She has sworn fealty to you and will be loyal to the end at the cost of her hive should she break her oath. 
Teammates Lost. Sharp Shot Divenia. During Scouting Sharp Shot and Divenia were Killed in action. From an ambush by a Steel Ranger recovery team all companion perks they provided are lost. 
New Base equipment: Two Assault Class Raptors with stealth buck stealth array being retrofitted with new stealth array

			Author's Notes: 
Oh boy How will this turn out Changelings How Unexpected was that. Sure surprised Cloud Striker but now she knows why RD used that code phrase. What do you guys think about the Raptors found There? Will she find a real good use for them?  We will have to wait and see Until next time everypony
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Fallout Equestria Equestrian Airguard
Chapter 8: Action Stations and Support

Intelligence gathering can be boring work at times. Then again it can be a great boon.
The next day and a half went without a issue Training. Working on the gear. Doing the ends and outs of Military life. Reports there was one report that made me do another spit take all over Misty who I was eating with. A Dj Pon3 broadcast. 
“And one last bit o’ news for all you faithful listeners.  Looks like Red Eye’s set his sights on Tenpony Tower.  Fortunately for the folks in that place, it’s built like a fortress.  And the only entrance is both well-defended and tricky to access.  The ponies of Tenpony Tower are barricaded inside, safe and sound for now.  There’s plenty of stockpiled food and water, and the new constable chief is doing her best to organize rationing, so they should be able to hold out until help arrives. And now for something a bit unusual.  I don’t normally read mail on the air, but I have a personal message here from my assistant Homage to the Stable Dweller.  Ahem.  Dearest Littlepip… aww, now ain’t that sweet?  I think somepony has a crush.  Dearest Littlepip, I know things sound bad here, and I know it’s your nature to try to rush to our rescue; but we’re okay for now, and you have other more pressing matters closer to home.  Do what you need to do, take care of them first.  Then, later, we can meet where we met before, and I promise to give you so many orgas…Oh!   Well now that’s not something I’m comfortable readin’ on the air.  I think I’ll be having a little talk with my assistant. Meanwhile, here are the silky-smooth tones of Velvet Remedy singing about what gets her through life in this post-apocalyptic wasteland!”
That report got poor Misty socked with sparkle cola Luckily she hadn’t removed her helmet yet since she was just sitting down but her armor needed to be cleaned afterwards I did assist her in cleaning her armor as well as apologised. I even started to feel sorry for our dear friend Littlepip who just got embarrassed over live broadcast. 
In hindsight at least she got some action with her special somepony. It also reminded me how alone I felt. Misty has been wearing her armor for the past day getting use to moving and even training in it physically I have caught her galloping down the track jumping and dodging obstacles placed on the track by Daisy to get her reaction times up. I have to say she has full range of motion in her armor now not to mention she has tackled her medical training with a fire in her that I envied. As for our Changeling personnel they are doing extremely well they took to the training right away we now have two full teams. Beta team under the command of a changeling mare nicknamed Peach. Never really did get there naming dynamics down Her disguise was that of a Pegasus Mare with Peach colored coat and a blonde mane and tail two others of her team also choose to use pegasi power armor one of the medical changelings went with the unicorn Steel Ranger Armors and was assigned to beta the last two also were in Steel Ranger Armor. Team building exercises were conducted to insure they could work well together. 
It was on the evening of the second day when something unexpected happened. 
I was sitting at the a table relaxing reading a report when the bases alarms went off I bolted out of my Seat and galloped for the CC Storm Wing also hot on my tail I rushed in. “REPORT!” I cried out. 
Eva had a worried expression on her face. She hit a button and a Automated Distress signal began to play. 
“…mated distress call from Stable-Tec Stable Two.  Message begins:Littlepip, Velvet Remedy, if either of you can hear this… I pray you’re still alive, still out there to hear this.  Please, if you… or if any friendly pony can hear this… Stable Two is under attack.  We don’t know who they are or where they came from.  But they have somehow opened the front door and they are killing everypony inside!  I’ve evacuated all the survivors into the Security and Overmare’s wing.  But now that we are cut off from the orchard, we are running out of food.  The invaders seem content to wait us out.  If you can hear this, please save us.” 
I looked at Eva. “How long has this message been going?” I asked. 
“From what we have determined ma’am 2 and a half hours It's maybe more we didn’t even get it until a moment ago didn’t even register I boosted the signal strength to just get that much.” Eva said fear in her eyes not of being punished but for the ponies of the stable. 
Activating the base Intercom “ALPHA BETA TEAMS GEAR UP ALL PERSONNEL MAN YOUR STATIONS WE HAVE AN EMERGENCY SITUATION A DISTRESS SIGNAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED MEDICAL TEAMS AND ALL COMBAT PERSONNEL TO THE HANGAR FULL COMBAT GEAR LOAD OUT AP AMMUNITION AUTHORIZED.”  I said sending all combat personnel into High alert. I turned back to Eva. “Continue to monitor the signal keep us apprised of anything no matter how insignificant it maybe regardless we are going to stable two even if we lose the signal I want to help these ponies.” I said getting a Salutes from all in the CC. 
Over the intercom I ordered. “Prepare the Victory for launch all combat personnel load up. Sergeant Misty Sparks have your medical personnel outfitted for any medical emergency.” I said over the intercom. “You have the base Watch Commander.” I said getting a Salute and “Yes Ma’am Good Hunting.” Eva replied. 
Storm and I rushed out of the CC To our quarters got into our armor and rushed back to the Hangar. The Victory was a hive of activity. The two sentinel droids we picked up from the warehouse were still on the ship. Storm and I got to the Bridge. “Status.” I barked out. 
“All systems are green stealth system is green weapons primed.” The bridge watch officer reported. 
“Victory to Control Open Hangar doors Victory is launching.”  “Roger that Victory Come back safe and Good Hunting.” Eva replied. 
“Launch and set course for Sweet Apple Acres PonyVille. All possible speed engage the stealth system.” I barked the orders were repeated as they were complied with the victory launched and was out in seconds. “All Systems green stealth system functioning at full capacity.” Came the report. “Storm You have the bridge.” I said getting a salute from Storm. 
I went to the deck with all my ponies Misty was doing what she has to checking making sure she has all the supplies she would need Daisy was addressing the personnel advice on tactics that could be used by the enemy.  “Gunny, Sergeant what's our readiness status?” I asked getting both Misty’s and Daisy’s attentions. 
“As far as I can tell with all the hussle and bussle around here we are prepared on medical.” Misty replied. 
“Team Beta is prepped and ready We are set Ma’am.” Daisy said. 
“Do you think it’s the Steel Rangers Daisy.” I asked getting a nod. 
“Most likely ma’am the rangers had stable tech Hq they would have the override codes for all the stable doors. But this move doesn’t make sense Why take stable two? I do not understand plus it’s not Fillydelphia’s jurisdiction to even operate out here its My former Elders job if stable two was to be assaulted it falls under his not Blueberry Sabers.” Daisy said. 
“Ok just be ready for anything I hope we are not too late for the stable inhabitants.” I said getting nods of agreement from Daisy and Misty. 
I returned to the bridge sat down. “ETA to Sweet Apple Acres?”  I asked. 
“An Hour ma’am.” Came the reply from navigation. 
“Base to Victory.” came Eva’s voice from communications.
“Victory here.” I replied. 
“Ma’am the signal has stopped transmitting do you wish us to attempt contact?” Eva asked. 
“No. I will attempt to establish contact keep monitoring. Do not attempt to contact stable two I will do so.” I said getting a reply of yes ma’am. 
I turned to my communications officer. “Open communications through the same broadcast means that the distress call was coming from.” I said getting a conformation that I was live.
“Stable Tec Stable Two This Is General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special Forces Please respond I repeat this is General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special Forces Please respond on this frequency.” I said. 
Coms officer perked up. “Getting a reply patching you in Ma’am.” She replied. 
“Uh..Um hello?” came the voice from the Distress signal. “Thank Celestia and Luna what is your status Ma’am I am inbound with a two teams of personnel we received your distress signal and mobilised we should be there in under an hour but I need a status report.” I asked
“Oh um. Littlepip and her friends showed up and fought the invaders we have wounded and injured we have no clue what is going on Littlepip and Velvet are seeing to what we can provide we are short on medical supplies the fight to save us took quite a bit from what Remedy says.” The mare on the coms said. 
“I take it your the Overmare of the stable?” I asked her. 
“Yes. Yes I am.” She replied. 
“I will wish to speak to you personally when we arrive I have Medical teams and supplies ready to assist your population.” I said. 
“Thank You. Oh! Littlepip wants to say something.” The Overmare said. 
“Cloud Striker is that you?” Littlepip’s voice came over the communications. 
I couldn't help but giggle. “Easy Littlepip I’m inbound with reinforcements give me a rundown please I want to know what I’m going to be dealing with on arrival.” I said. 
“Well we fought off the Rangers that Assaulted The stable.” Daisy came onto the bridge at that phrase and paused. “We got some unexpected back up from Gawds talons. Our steel ranger companion even attempted to end this peacefully But fought by our side we tried Diplomacy but it failed There was Mutiny within the steel rangers ranks. Steelhooves Is speaking with them All the rangers that abandoned the assault on the stable are following him there outcasts there is civil war going to be happening within the Rangers There Outcasts there assisting but also availing of stable two’s artist. Other than the death and damage done to stable two situation is settling down.” Littlepip Said. 
“I see I will want to address this Steelhooves pony when I get there As well as any of the rangers present in the stable. I  have medical teams and supplies we will secure the surrounding area and assist in repairs if needed I also will be leaving two Sentinels to protect the stable the will help keep stable two safe for the time being I will discuss things more when we arrive Do not be surprised when I come in with over a dozen ponies to help. You will be shocked though And I know one pony in particular will be shocked so will the rangers.” I said with a short laugh. 
“See you soon Littlepip General Cloud Striker out.” I said as the channel closed. I opened ship intercom. 
“Attention Stand down combat ready status Secure all weapons situation has been resolved Medical teams stand by combat teams stand by. Arrival in Fifteen minutes.” I said. 
Ship returned to normal operation. 
“Victory to Base come in.” I said. 
“Base go ahead Ma’am” came the reply
“Status Resolved Stable Two Secured for the time being. Contact was established there shaken up but alright they lost ponies though Prep additional medical supplies to be shipped out to Stable Two. within a few days.” I said. 
“Thank goodness. And copy that ma’am.” Eva replied.
“We will be returning to base as soon as we further asses the situation at the stable.” I said. 
“Solid copy Ma’am Base out.” Eva said. 
“Were on Final approach ma’am should we drop stealth?” helm asked. 
“Why Not Disengage the Stealth array. Take us down helm.” I said. 
I could see Calamity and Littlepip turning what looks like a sky bandit over Calamity Froze at the sight of the Victory baring down on them. We touched down Calamity was in a combat stance even Littlepip and a few rangers assisting were ready for combat. 
“Secure from landing All personnel except designated Ponies prepared for departure.” I said over the intercom. 
I looked at the bridge crew. “Remain at your posts.” I said getting Salutes from them all. 
Storm Wing Daisy Misty and I left the bridge and heading for the bay the rest of our personnel were there In armor ready to go. I activated the doors. Activated Speaker in my helmet “Really Littlepip you would shoot a friend who comes to help?” I asked before the door even fully opens
Littlepip relaxes so does Calamity and then the rangers then they pause as they get a look at my personnel. 
“Cloud Striker you trying to give us a heart attack?” She asked. 
I laughed at that. “No but I’m sure a certain assitant would more than likely help you feel alive.” I said not able to resist teasing her as expected Littlepip’s Face went crimson red in seconds flat and she squeaked. “Enough is enough Striker. Where the buck did you get that raptor.” Calamity asked. 
“Alright alright I won’t tease Littlepip sorry Littlepip as for the Raptor Fillydelphia MAW warehouse. And subsequent forces I was checking out a lead on equipment gained 3 recruits lost 2 in Filly due to a ranger ambush made it to the location boy did we find something alright 19 stasis pods like the ones myself and Storm were in occupied. We revived them and there members of my team and crew not to mention the equipment we were originally going there for.” I said. 
“So you j st found a raptor at a Warehouse I call Horseapples.” Calamity said. 
I hit play on my pipbuck replaying the message from the hangar.  
His eyes widen. And I smiled “Yes Calamity I have two fully operational Raptor assault ships. At my disposal and enough personnel to operate them. I set course here the moment I got the Distress call. That entire time I talked to you and the Overmare Littlepip I was flying at flank speeds pushing her engines to get here. I am here to assist.” I said   “FALL IN.” I barked out 
Beta Team Marched down the Ramp and stood at attention beside me Alpha team stood at attention in front of me. “Alright Listen up Beta team Secure the Perimeter Alpha team your with me as normal Sergeant Misty Sparks Assemble your medical teams I want them ready to assist the civilians. Gunny You are with me We will speak with this Steelhooves and if He is the pony I think he is then I will be demanding a report from him. Move It ponies.” I said. 
Misty hung back with us her medical ponies were doing there jobs the rangers just stared at the Steel Ranger Clad unicorn at my side and the ones that are standing behind Misty.
I walked up to Littlepip Took my helmet off and Pulled her into a hug one that was full of emotion,  “Thank Celestia you're alright Littlepip I was glad to hear from you even if it was over the radio and that you are still doing good bless your heart Littlepip bringing hope to Filly Had I known you were there I would have assisted you and helped you help so many more ponies I had two fully functional damn warships on my side but I didn’t know you were there So I wasn’t in a position to offer assistance. But when I heard that I went into combat alert and set coarse hear to help I knew if you heard it you would be too you beat me here Littlepip. I’m glad the stable is safe now I’ll even leave some Security behind if the overmare allows it.” I said. 
Two members of Beta stayed behind to guard the raptor one Armored Pegasus and one Steel Ranger Clad Earth pony. 
I walked in with Littlepip Medical teams were following Several steel rangers were watching “Halt who goes there.” One of the Rangers said. 
I just raised an eyebrow. “You talkin to me soldier because I can assure you As much as I am standing here that You have no Authority to stop me from assisting a friend protect her home.” I said. 
“This Stable is under the protection of the Outcasts as long as we are here. That gives me the authority.” He said. 
“Very well I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special forces Stand Down and step aside Little Maggot or I will squash you.” I said with Steel in my voice. Every member of my team's weapons clicked as they armed.  
I heard him gulp he wisely stepped aside and allowed us entrance to the stable. Once inside I looked around. “Misty proceed get your medical staff moving.” I said. A ranger came barreling at us sliding to a stop . “Who the buck are you? And where did you get those Armors?” this new voice said. 
“SteelHooves.” Daisy whispered under her breath so only I could hear it. “Hold up Sergeant.” I said to Misty who hadn’t moved far she paused. I inspected the ranger in front of me I walked around him for a moment. 
“Well Well Well. So you're Alive Applesnack more or less.” I said. Removing my helmet glaring at him “Report Sergeant.” I said.
“Cloud Striker but how?” I heard him say. 
“How I am here is not the question Sergeant the question is why I shouldn't have every ranger in this Stable executed for capital crimes against the ponies we are sworn to protect.” I Said Slamming my hoof on the floor so hard that a deck plate popped off
“You have no authority to do so.” He said. 
“YOU WANT TO BET APPLESNACK.” I Said right in his face. 
“I am General Cloud Striker of The Equestrian Special Forces You do not want to buck with me Applesnack As for the Armors It the were requisitioned and paid for by the MAW and recovered by me and my team.” I said to his face. “Do we have to do the dance Steelhooves Do you really want me to prove to  you that I have the authority.” I added. 
He looked at me. I stared at him. “Stand down Steelhooves.” I said. 
“Until you prove to me you can’t do a damn thing.” He said. 
“Very well Sergeant Steelhooves you want proof that I have the Authority.” I asked getting the a nod from Steelhooves. 
I walked up to Steelhooves Raised my pipbuck and transferred my authorization and promotion information signed by Both Princesses Celestia and Princesses Luna giving me Celestia Tier authorization. He stood a bit strater. 
“Do you believe me now Sergeant I am who I say I am you know me well you crazy ass buck do not forget who I worked for I am Special Forces have been for a long time When the megaspells fell I had orders to go into cryo stasis outstanding orders I have is to Protect Equestria and her survivors I will follow my orders to the letter. If you get in my way I will remove you by force If necessary In my books I should have each and every single one of your Rangers Thrown in the brig for crimes against Equestria for breaking the Oath you swore to when you put on that Armor. I am not somepony you want to piss off right now. You have a chance to make things right to bring back the Honor and integrity of the rangers. I am saddened Steelhooves that you lost sight of what really is important. Equestria is hurting Steelhooves I could use all the allies I can get I would have normally sought out the Steel Rangers for support but then I learn the truth of the matter. Rangers are no more the order has fallen There nothing more than raiders in Magicly power Power Armors that would kill a population of a stable just to have the technology within it or a base of operations.” I said. 
“Prove me wrong Steelhooves. Prove to me that there is honor and integrity within the Steel Rangers otherwise I will wipe out every Steel Ranger I come across.” I said. 
“I have never forgotten my oath to the military or to the MWT when I became a founding member of this Order. I had no wish to cause civil war within the rangers I had no wish to be thrust into the situation I am now facing I have no Choice but to act This probably could have been prevented but it is no longer an option I am not going to sit idly by while ponies need the help we can provide.” Steelhooves said. 
“Good.” I said. “There is hope for the rangers yet.” I added. 
“By the way Steelhooves Do not reveal anything you have learned. Or I’ll have your head. Literally.” I said. 
“Now Either get the buck out of the way of my medical personnel so they can assist the ponies your fellow Rangers assaulted. Sergeant Move out.” I said. 
Misty Saluted as did her medics and moved out heading for the Clinic by following the signs. 
“I do not want to have a conflict with the Rangers Steelhooves. The fact that I have ponies in ranger armor is because it is what I have been given to work with. Since I awoke I have been following leads hints and bread crumbs to equipment. My last crumb Landed 19 personnel out of 20 that were in cryo stasis just like me. First one I acquired quite a bit of armor and equipment that was meant for the facility I was in command of. I have since had luck finding operational equipment that was in good shape and acquired the armors requisitioned by Rainbow Dash for said facility.” I was given messages from Rainbow The day the megaspells fell was the day I lost everything I loved everything I held Dear. I will not Dishonor their memory. By failing to protect All that I can.” I said. 
“Cloud Striker What’s going on?” Steelhooves said. 
“Going on You want to know what’s going On. How the buck do I know I have only 24 ponies under my command Steelhooves 24 I had 200 17 years ago. I have lost so much And everything I learn points to something big is going to go down what it is I have no bucking Clue I have 6 ponies Six working on going through data we have managed to collect off the broadcasts and what equipment I have been able to Salvage. I am understaffed and just don’t have the pony power that I would have had my staff survived. The Took their Own lives then to lose their sanity. My Chief Medical officer Is a bright young mare who has excelled in the medical field. She and the Gunny were the first ponies I meet when we went into this wasteland. Want to know the first thing they did after I saved there lives from a band of raiders. I had a shotgun in my face and being called an enclave pony Even Calamity when I first met him had his guns on me I am not a enclave I am Not A traitor to Equestria. So do not push me Steelhooves I’m on edge as it is Only thing keeping me together right now is my friends and the mission I was given by Princess Luna and Princess Celestia. I will do what I must to accomplish that mission. I can not crack now.” I said Storm Pulled me into a hug Daisy joined in Misty who came to deliver a report joined in as well Moon Lily also joined the hug.
I couldn’t help but smile and hug back. “Thanks Girls means a lot to know your here with me and for me.” I said getting smiles back. 
I looked at Misty. “Report Sergeant.”  I said. 
“Well we have only minor injuries caused by panic others eh not sure. Velvet has requisitioned our medical supplies to restock the stables clinic a little. They have gone through a lot Ma’am they lost a good portion of their staff. From what I can get there scared Ma’am.” Misty said. 
I nodded as I put my helmet back on. “Littlepip can you please escort me so I can speak with the Overmare I know this is not an easy time but I need to see what she plans on doing.” I said. Getting a nod from Littlepip. 
Littlepip leads the way along the way Velvet walks up and snuggles up to Calamity I couldn’t help but Smile. 
Velvet didn’t look so good. “Misty.” I said. Everypony stopped As I whispered into Misty’s Ear She nodded. “Calamity?” I asked looking at him he cocked an eyebrow at me. “Please escort Velvet to the Clinic and Velvet You will not escape medical treatment you are too important to the ponies you travel with Especially that buck you're snuggling.” I said getting Littlepip Calamity to laugh And Velvet to huff. “My Doctor has orders to restrain you by force if necessary. So do go peacefully.” I said. 
“Thank You.”  Littlepip said “I swear she takes care of everypony else and herself last.” She added. 
“But but I’m fine.” Velvet said.
Misty’s horn was glowing as she scans Velvet Remedy.  “Fine you say You have lost a lot of blood and If you do not take it easy I will confine you to a bed strapped down. With Two Armored Guards making sure you stay there matter of fact. Misty’s horn lit up and hit her with the anesthetic spell. “Calamity can carry you there since you seem to enjoy snuggling him trying to keep on your hoofs. Instead of Resting like you should be.” Misty said Levitating a now unable to move Velvet Remedy onto Calamity’s back. “Please take her to the clinic Calamity and keep her there until I have made sure she gets the medical attention she deserves.” Misty said getting ya got it as he trotted off. 
“About time she has the same treatment done for her.” Littlepip said. 
I pulled Littlepip to the side. “How you holding up?” I asked 
“As well as can be expected I have never been so angry in my life my mother survived and I was happy and glad she did but like always she was drunk didn’t even recognize me. It’s so hard to see this place spoiled like this its going to take time for them to recover This may have been the place I was born in but I have no place here anymore. I’m not the same filly That lived here. The wasteland has changed me I no not if it is for the better but It has.” She said. 
“Well at least you have Homage.” I said getting a squeak from Littlepip.
“Im sure she will be happy to see you Littlepip go to her spend some much needed time to recover you need her as much as she needs you Love is a beautiful thing don’t let it slip by you.” I said getting a nod of understanding.
We continued to walk it was a walk of silence. As we made it to the Overmares office I motioned for Daisy and Moon Lily to stand by the Door. Entering the office I could see a griffon and a Unicorn talking. Our entrance put a pause to there conversation. 
I looked around then looked At the Unicorn. Clearing my throat. “I assume your the overmare of this stable?” I asked her getting a nod. 
I pulled My helmet off as did Storm Wing. “I am General Cloud Striker this Is my Second in command Captain Storm Wing we spoke a while ago Currently My Medical personnel are assisting the injured I have a Special Forces team Securing the Area around Stable Two. I have an additional group ready to assist should the need arise.” I said getting the eyebrow to raise from the griffon. 
“What the buck is an enclave pony doing here.” She asked dropping into combat stance. 
I Face Hoofed.  “Enclave am I?” I asked her. 
“Huh?” She said. 
“Like I said earlier I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special Forces. I am here answering a Distress Signal sent by this Stable. If I was enclave I would not be here I have a duty to the Equestrian people. Gawd knows of me I have met her I have showed her everything I have even gave medical aid to the ponies under her care by providing medical supplies while I was escorting a caravan to Tenpony Tower. Now that I have More personnel I am able to assist even more. I scrambled my ponies the instant I heard the distress signal we double timed it here to be of assistance. Looks like you got the help you needed in your time of need and I’m grateful for that You assistance will not go unrewarded.” I said
“Um...Ok.” The griffon. 
“I’ll talk to you later. Ma’am I’m willing to assist your ponies I also offer you a guide that has been written By a very old friend of mine by the name of Ditzy Doo. It has things that can save ponies lives Information that I have found Useful in my own time being out there. The only thing I will mention is do not travel unless you know how to protect yourself I know the stables come equipped with an armory so you have arms. Yet could lack the necessary training. As I have said I am willing to offer assistance in train and defensive arts so that ponies can protect the ones they love. It isn’t going to be easy Even if you do not decide to come out. Everypony knows Stable Two Is here and possible has been assaulted because the Distress Signal I know for a fact that Gawd the leader of the talon’s that Blackwing here is a part of has heard the distress signal That’s about an hour or Two flight from The Outskirts of Manehattan it’s a Old Maximum Security Prison Shatterhoof They operate out of there I am surprised they heard the distress signal before me I’ll be looking into that when I return to my HQ. I pushed my team and Equipment hard to get here as quickly as I could.
I will not accept anything from you I am not a Mercenary. I am just doing my duty as a Member of the Equestrian Military. I am not going to abandon a population that was in need. Of assistance. I will of course Leave if asked to I will not complicate your lives the fact that I am here To assist is something You would not have received the assistance from Steel Ranger which we have found have fallen from the Ideal that formed I was there the Day there armor rolled out It was an impressive sight to say the least The fact that I wasn’t here to assist and meet this Elder that lead the attack to beat some sense into her as well as taking her into account of the atrocities  she has ordered in Fillydelphia. One of my Team members Is a steel ranger or i should say former Steel Ranger My medical officer is not a Steel Ranger as she was but is In the Power Armors of the Steel Rangers. I have no idea the state of your education but This i can say Knowledge is power in what is the wasteland. I will give you access to that Knowledge and Opportunities. I will also give you some protection On the Victory we have two sentinel droids fully armored and can be linked to the Stable’s Systems or be independent of the stable but can be some protection and peace of mind.” I said. 
“The Victory?” Blackwing said?
“Oh yes The Victory was found on my trip into Fillydelphia along with her sister. The Victory is an Assault class Raptor  it’s the class that was replaced by the Dragon Killer Class. I found them in the same place I found my personnel.” I said. 
“I pushed the Victory’s Engines to get here I have somepony checking on them making sure I didn’t push them too hard I would hate to have to call for the Avenger to come out with parts to fix the engines.” I said. 
Storm put her hoof to her head. “Thank you.” she replied. “Victory’s engines are fine Ma’am just need to take it easy on the trip back to HQ.” Storm reported I nodded. 
“So Overmare what is your plan I am willing to leave a detachment of 6 ponies to protect your ponies if you so wish but I will need to know what you plan on doing?” I asked  
I was filled in on the whole plan I have to say it was ambitious. I will assist you in the Move the Victory or the Avenger will be available to transport your orchard to the Shatteredhoof facility we could even safely transport all to R-7 as well. I will also offer your ponies a place at my HQ. for I to need ponies Let’s just say MAW was doing more for Equestria then was reported. My HQ was commissioned by MAW and approved and supported by the Princesses I have standing Orders from Princess Luna and Celestia to assist and help rebuild and help Equestria to recover to that end I have access to education facilities medical training programs the works Even too complete levels of Hydroponics that can easily feed over a Million ponies that is just one level alone the other is devoted to the Medical garden.” I said. 
“Are you telling me you're a part of a MAW black ops stable base?” Littlepip asked. 
I looked at Littlepip with a arched eyebrow. She elaborated. “Shortly after we arrived at Manehattan we ran across steelhooves and 3 of the winged unicorns and learned there name for themselves Steelhooves took two of them by surprise by a third had already gotten her shield up I used a trick floated a memory orb just out of her peripheral like it was a grenade she used her magic on it was lost within the memory her shield dropped and I took my shot Right between the eyes. We also learned that the Blue Alicorns have an invisibility spell and the green ones have the ability to do this statue thing and trap ponies or in the case on how we found out Griffins on the roof of a building. The three of us went into stable 29 found out that it was a massacre in there I got sick took time to recover at steelhooves One of the reason’s he was with us was the mission about stable two the elder thought stable two was akin to a MAW black ops facility on my way here I seen Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie set Zaccora up as a double agent for Equestria Rainbow had said she was trained by the best trainers of the MAW..” Littlepip said.
I looked at her for a moment. “Your a Smart one Littlepip. Yes My HQ is a M.A.W. Stable. Built in complete secrecy only 6 ponies even know that it was built two of them are here before you the others were Rainbow Dash herself The Master Architect of Stable tec Applebloom and Princesses Luna and Celestia. Applebloom went under memory extraction voluntarily to keep the location and it's even existence a secret. To Equestria it there is no such base. But I am the commander of said base I know its location. I have means to help equestria recover Which is my mission I am getting personnel so I can start the real work I was ordered to do with the 19 personeel I have at my disposal and the Victory I can finally send out Medical and Food that has been grown to settlements All over the Wasteland. My orders were given to me by Princess Luna On the event that the Worst should happen I was to go into stasis along with my entire staff. After securing and Locking down all equipment activating the Maintenance systems and security systems I put the base in lockdown after checking making sure everypony was safe in their pods then I went into my pod. I awoke about a month ago now First Dj Pon3 broadcast was about how the Stable dweller saved a bunch of ponies from the SLavers of Old Appleloosa and supposedly took a nose dive in a speeding train over a cliff.” I said looking at Littlepip’s expression It was PRICELESS. “That was awhile ago I have been gathering things that was required for me to complete my mission I left Fillydelphia wasn’t an easy entrance Lost Two of my ponies to a Steel Ranger ambush that team had only one survivor. Because I wanted them alive.” I said. 
“As for a black Ops stable no was an intelligence gathering operations base and should need arise a strategic strike base we were assigned to do Reconnaissance gathering Intelligence and were a test bed for prototype stealth tec which I can say works wonders Kind of like stealth bucks but for my ship. With it I could gather Information on the Enclave if i so wanted to. But No I have more important things to do I have two ships well technically 3 if you want to Add the Prototype stealth dragon killer class Raptor at base. To distribute the food grown over the last 17 years and stockpiled medical supplies. As a result of a malfunction with in a power relay the blew trapping 200 ponies in a chamber with only one entrance cutting power to the stasis chamber redundant backup systems kicked in and revived all 200 personnel they couldn't get out they back up power couldn't maintain the stasis pods power consumption so for days in and days out they tried to get out each attempts failed so instead of them losing their minds with hunger they ended it themselves they activated the defiance and fire suppression systems taking there own lives. I was awoken 17 years after that and found them all dead Only pony alive with me was Storm Wing so we got ready we prepared to continue our orders Gathered what we would need modified a armory supply wagon armored it and modified it from a damaged beyond repair tortoise but it flight systems were in tacked so we modified the wagon so it could be flown with no issues. We loaded up and set out lacking down everything. We set out to check out something In Manehattan turns out that's where we acquired the necessary parts to finish the Stealth Raptor prototype and was given some hints that Filly’s MAW warehouse may have more of the equipment that was designated for my base. So we went there after we got 3 new recruits of course we didn't leave right away rest is important we can't be always in the field so after 2 days we left for Fillydelphia ran into alicorns along the way took them down sept one. They were not very cooperative when I said I was on a mission attempted to attack me big mistake took 2 down and paralyzed the 3rd after her shield fell. When I mean paralyzed She was hit with Anesthesia spell that Misty used on Velvet a moment ago.” I said with a slight giggle at Littlepip’s expression. 
“I am only telling you this because it is only fare that I do so and offer you the opportunity to assist in a mission that could be beneficial to everypony out there. I know you have see what Equestria looked like before this Littlepip through memory orbs Equestria can be green again with the help my base can provide I can’t do it alone I’m trying to get assistance wherever and however I can. Trying to organize or even put together a caravan convoy for the base to supply isn’t easy I have billions of caps that I could If i so choice to Hire mercs to protect caravans and convoys that's another thing you should know Overmare Out there Bottlecaps is the form of currency.” I said. 
“Well General I thank you for coming to our aid and we will of course will gladly accept your assistance in any way you can provide. I have to look out for what’s best for my ponies If they do wish to assist I will not stop them. As Littlepip and Velvet Remedy pointed out we will not be able to remain sealed away for much longer we will have to leave our home. If nothing else than to spread out the genetic pool. I do not like it but it is a must. If we are to survive.” The Overmare said. 
I looked at her and nodded in understanding. I turned to Blackwing. “I can of course hire mercs to assist me but I am not that desperate yet If I do I would most likely Hire talons From Gawd from what I understand she’s loyal to the contract will not break them her honor wouldn’t allow it Pass a message on to Gawd for me. I may contact her sometime in the future with a contract offer caps are not a problem. Equipment can also be provided training if need be. Until then I will be doing business through traders and caravans provided I manage to get a liaison that can work as a go between. The base is to important to release the information or its location as of yet. It would be too tempting of a target for the Steel Rangers or the enclave should they learn of it. That could very well be a doom for Equestria the loss of the base to anypony who would not use it for its intended purpose would doom equestria’s hope of making a full recovery. The base is heavily guarded but even they can be breached.” I said me even telling you this could cause problems for me but you Overmare needed the option. Littlepip I trust she has done nothing but good things since left this stable I will not deny her information. I know you have talked to Watcher Littlepip I know him personally I chewed him out for what he did to you after I had met you when he talked to me. I know he is protecting something important enough that he hasn’t been doing more for Equestria. I can guess that Twilight also put together something in the event that the megaspells fell Whatever he is protecting might work in conjunction with my bases purpose. I do not know but it will be interesting to say the least.” I said. 
“I shall have the Sentinels offloaded and leave them with orders that no pony is to enter the stable without authorization from either myself or you. They will be there as protection for the stable until such time you need me to assist in moving the orchard and the ponies that manage it to Shatteredhoof   compensation has probably already been arranged for your assistance Blackwing. I want to offer you something as well. Daisy will you and Moon Lily please join us.” I said. 
Daisy and Moon Lily stepped in through the door. Blackwings eyebrows arched at the two heavily armed ponies besides myself that is.
“Daisy Do we still have Sharp Shots gear on the Victory?” I asked her. 
“Yes we do at least her weapons the armor was taken to the armory repair bay for repairs and redistribution. Why you ask Ma’am.”  Daisy said.
“I want you to retrieve Sharp Shots rifle you know the one I’m talking about and bring it here.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am. Lily you know where it please get the rifle in question the sniper.” Daisy said getting a nod from Lily who turned and left. 
“This is a weapon of a fallen member of my team Blackwing I only have three of its type I assume you have Power Armors of your own design with EFS and such so it should work if not we will arrange to have a tech help you. She was Also a dear friend Of Moon Lily’s so please treat this gift with respect all other gear of the member that wasn't assigned to her upon joining the team has already been given to Lily as they meant so much to the pony they belonged to and to Lily herself.” I finished Saying as Moon Lily returned with the .50 cal Anti Machine Rifle under her wing. 
“Here you go Ma’am.” She said placing the weapon next to Daisy. 
Black wing looked at the rifle in awh. 
“Yes Blackwing it is yours if you wish. It is my offer as payment for services you rendered to the stable I was in route when the distress signal stopped transmitting That made me worry so I broke radio silence to hopefully get in contact with the stable And I’m glad the replied. This weapon comes with a scope function for power armor can be used without if need be but was designed to be mounted on a battle saddle as you can see I have one myself but the one I have is a special custom order this was built by Ironshod firearms for battle saddle integration as such it has a power armor integrated scope that it will load upon attaching to a battle saddle of a power armor. It is a rare weapon to find I will also include ammo for it should you accept it I will give you 200 rounds for it Standard and Ap that is all I have to spare at this time plus was all the ammo Sharp Shot had on her. That is of course a total of 400 rounds.” I said. 
I took the 400 rounds out of my own stock 200 standard and 200 Ap rounds. 
“Accept this as gratitude for your aid in assisting Stable 2 and Littlepip.” I said Saluting the griffiness. 
Misty came in at that moment. 
Blackwing gave a whistle as she looked at the Sergeants armaments. “Now that’s some impressive firepower.” She said. 
Misty just looked at her. “They're mine.” Misty said getting a laugh from the griffiness.
“Anyway Velvet Remedy is resting and no longer in need of medical aid all she needs now is rest from what I understand Littlepip needs medical aid. I have already treated Calamity so now I’m going to do the same for Littlepip No ifs ands or buts about it Little missy.” Misty said approaching Littlepip her horn glowing as she cast her medical scans on Littlepip. 
The look on Littlepip’s face caused me to Snicker. “She’s the medical officer Littlepip Even I have to bow to her in cases of medical.” I said. 
Misty scan came up good. “Well besides a slight concussion and loss of blood your fine drink plenty of water and have some radaway and you will be fine.” Misty said.
That got a sigh of relief from Littlepip. 
“Misty how much medical supplies do we have on hoof that Includes the supplies currently on the Victory?” I asked. 
“Well CJ if we offload the Victory’s supplies along with what my medical team has on hoof we could resupply the Stable with just about everything that was used in securing the Stable from the Invading Steel Rangers.” Misty replied.
“What about just the victorys medical supplies?” I asked. 
“Well The Victory is currently fully stocked as were your orders.” Misty said. 
“Very well have Medical supplies transferred from the Victory we will need to make sure to add medical supplies for distribution to the list of supply to have both The Victory and Avenger to hold in there holds.” I said. 
“Duly noted Ma’am I will get on that the moment we return to Hq.” Misty replied with a salute. 
“Gunnery Sergeant Streaks I will like you to also make sure that both ships have a small cache of weapons available as well The ships will be made mobile trade outposts for HQ. I want them to have everything needed for trade food medical and defence. Work with Misty and Storm Wing to get everything setup.” I said. 
“Yes Ma’am.” Daisy and Misty along with Storm Wing replied. 
“I want it to be known that we will do trade Caps will be accepted but we need scrap metals and other such materials. This makes it easier for most anything that could be considered scrap metals and such. Captain I want everything prepared we are going to be able to do so we have the capability to already. Just limits our personnel but getting goods out to everypony who needs them.” I sighed. “Having ponies getting the goods needed for Survival.” I said. 
“Yes I agree CJ We do need to get supplies out. We are short on staff but with the reinforcements we got the other day we now have the means to set up both the ships we acquired with the reinforcements. We now have enough to staff the Victory or the Avenger fully 20 is needed to bring the Victory or Avenger to full combat ready status.” Storm said. 
I let a heavy sigh. “I know Storm I know but do we have much choice Granted we need the supplies getting out Letting everypony know the we care and everything but I’ll be damned if I do not give the ponies the option to do business with us We have the personnel to staff at least with a skeletal crew giving them the option to gain the things they need. I will not let the lack of staff or personnel stop me from helping Equestria.” I said with a stomp of my hoof.
With a sigh. “I understand CJ I feel the same way I want to help Equestria as much as you do but do we really have the staff or personnel to fully support and prevent the potential loss of the ship Even with a fully trained combat team as a deterrent to from attacking. The only reason is we have everypony not manning the HQ’s communication and information gathering sweets to keep the Victory safe.” Storm Wing said. 
“I know but do you think I am not taking that into account I want to be able to provide Equestria with Aid it’s not easy Storm Would have been so much easier with our staff we had but there not here I’m doing everything I can but there is so much to do with so few ponies to really do the full operation I don’t like the Idea but we can’t Let the base fall it’s too important so having a means to supply the ponies a means to do business with us without compromising HQ’s security. We need to act can’t stay safe we need to be out Storm the more we get the supplies out the more likely we will get the personnel we need We can hire Mercenaries who would not likely be willing to break contract How mean out there can we truly trust.” I said.
Blackwing broke into the conversation. “You do have a point there are mercs out there that would not break a contract for the right price. Hell Gawd’s original crew went behind her back even some griffins are not impervious to bribes I like Gawd my honor as a merc wouldn’t allow me to break contract.” She said.
“I thank you for the words Blackwing We might contract you or Gawd we just don’t know everything we need to who could we trust who can we not trust.” I said. 
Storm added her own two bits in “We will of course set up both the Victory and Avenger as trade outpost but we also need to figure out how to secure them while they're out doing business. We also have to take into the account that there warships meant for combat. That is something we have to take into account what happens if there overran or hijacked that we need to prepare for.” Storm Wing said.
I looked Storm Wing. “True Storm You are right but I can not let tragedy like this to happen again. But we can not let things fail to take that into account.” I said with a sigh. 
“Ma’am.” I looked around seeing all members of my team there. “You are not alone in this.” Misty said. 
Littlepip looked at me. “Damn and I thought my life was rough.”  She said. 
I looked at her. “At least somepony has a special somepony they can run to and break down and for support I have my friends and an overwhelming need to protect things.” I said effectively getting a squeak from Littlepip.
“Anyway’s we will talk more about this later we are here to offer support and aid to the ponies of stable 2. Gunny get the sentinels offloaded and brought to the entrance of stable 2 there to be posted there. I’ll give them their orders before we leave. I want any of their supplies deposited in the armory for Stable 2.” I said getting a salute from Daisy who then left with Moon Lily to do as instructed. 
“Overmare these sentinels will be under orders to protect the entrance to stable 2 should something like this happen again they will hold the back the invaders as long as possible giving you the chance to evacuate the observation system will be of great assistance in this I do not expect a repeat of what happened here but would be wise to have security. Stationed here. They may not be the ultra sentinels but they will do the job and will not abandon their posts.” I said getting a nod from the overmare.
“Once this is completed Unless you need us more we will depart I tapped a my pipbuck and the overmare’s terminal beeped. I just sent to you our communications link to you should you need our aid again we are only a call away. Please keep in mind that we may be busy with things but we will get to you as soon as possible the communications operator at our HQ will know how to go about this. Supplies are being brought in keep your ponies safe Now I do believe we have business to discuss with the outcasts as there calling themselves for now Until next time Overmare I bid you adieu.” I said giving the overmare a smile and salute. I put my helmet back on turned and walked out. 
In the stables atrium Stood all the Steel Rangers that Looked to Steelhooves. 
I paused when Steelhooves saluted. I return the salute reluctantly.
I walked up and down the line of the Rangers. I stopped in front of them.
“I’ll say this only once and be glad you didn’t participate in this assault. For you are going to be given a second chance Don’t buck it up. I will not be giving another so pay attention. I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Special Forces. Do not underestimate me I maybe young sounding but I am Over 200 years Steelhooves Knows me we were friends way back when Equestria wasn’t in this state. You have all lost the respect and Lost All Honor. To Me you are nothing more than raiders lacking the gruesome displays of what they call art. Raiders in magically powered armors and packing enough firepower to wipe out a whole town and can survive most weapons most would have access to. I know that the Steel Rangers were created by The MWT that they were the guard of the MWT but that is far from the truth They are soldiers of the Equestrian Government Front line defence as well as internal security. That is besides the fact Any of you would have been drummed out of the service with what has happened here As Far as I am concerned you have no right to wear that armor not a signal one of you. Again that is besides the point. I am giving you a chance to make amends and restore the honor to the Steel Rangers. DO...NOT...BUCK..IT...UP.. I could have you all thrown in the brig but I am not going to. For one reason you refused to participate in this assault. That has earned you this second chance. Steelhooves is your Elder now do not forget that even so he is also a military officer as are you subjected to military law. I will not beat around the bush here I’ll tell it straight I am disappointed in the Steel Rangers I would have contacted the rangers at some point but what I learned was disturbing Not one of you will ever see my operation or my HQ because of this information and what happened here. Not even Steelhooves will be allowed to my HQ With that said If you do good and used this chance to pull a recovery that may change. You are All Dismissed.” I said after saying that I turned and Left with my personnel.
“How is everything.” I asked over the communications. 
“We are all set Ma’am Medical is offloaded Sentinels are in place and Beta team has returned to Victory All Non essential personnel have returned to the Victory.” Daisy reported. 
“Thank you Daisy Return to the Victory I have one last thing to do before return to the Ship All teams return to the ship. Prepare for Departure.” I said getting affirmatives from all my personnel.
I stop in the entrance of stable 2 activating the Sentinels they came online. “Sentinels I want you to assist the Overmare of this stable you are in You are ordered to protect this stable. Link to security systems of stable 2 Register all pipbuck tags of the residence They are to be protected  do not let the stable fall verify all orders. With the Overmare from this point forth you are both under the command of the overmare. But I am in overall command Keep the stable secured until the time that this stable Sets out from here. At that time I will be collecting you Do you acknowledge the orders.” I asked getting conformation. 
The Overmare Littlepip, Blackwing and Steelhooves came to the entrance to see us off. 
“I hope we have no more needless death here I am sorry we didn’t respond faster. I will hope that you will be better prepared now of what can happen out here It is not pretty it can be downright hard. Remember I am a call away should you need it. Good Luck Overmare protect your ponies there your family. Keep them safe.” I said getting a nod from the overmare.
With that said I again saluted. I turned around and walked out of stable 2 heading back to the Victory. When I got on the bridge I noticed that Littlepip was standing at the entrance to the tunnel to stable 2 “Start the engines engage the stealth system as soon as we are in the air Set course for HQ. Engage.” I said. The Victory rose up and disappeared in front of Littlepip’s very eyes. 
“Storm please gather team Alpha I want to speak with them we might have to depart Hq for a trip we need to get some things in motion.” I said getting a nod from Storm who left the bridge afterwards.
I went down to the mess which The others have been gathered. I look at the Faces of Misty Storm Daisy Moon Lily and Chance. I gave them a each a smile. “First off this is not formal so we may drop the formalities. We will more than likely need to head out soon in the next day or so after we arrive back to Hq. Mainly I feel we need to get word to Ditzy and see if she’s willing to be a go between for us. I also wish to let her know that we got a ship that we are prepping to be a trade outpost I would like to get set up some form of guide. Daisy I need to know is the store or acronym ran is it barter or are there set prices on Items. Or does it revalve on the quality of the items in question. Medical supplies how much do we charge for them. If we charge for such. Weapons on the other hoof would be a buy. Unless we make arrangement before hoof. That sort of thing needs to be set up in advance so we have no issues while dealing in trade. Salvage we will deal in We will trade for scrap metals even buy scrap from traders and such. If we can find a mine that hasn’t been mined out it would be great especially if it’s a ore that we can process into steel copper and a few other types of ore even a gemstones would be great. Speaking of which we might want to pay Gawd a visit and speak to her about things Maybe buy some gems from them from what I understand from things Littlepip said she’s looking to start trade so we might be able to offer her a good deal caps or in other means. If we can trust her I will offer her a contract to provide guards for our Ship there sole purpose would be to protect the ship from being overwhelmed even though the Crew are heavily trained armed and armored. This are things I want to get set up. The Victory and Avenger are easy to set up and can be crewed with just 10 ponies to get her full combat would take 20. I want advice girls Chance hasn’t been with us long but I value all my team’s advice.” I said giving each a smile. 
“Well medical supplies are priceless most I have seen normally barter a price. I for one would like to see that medical is given freely but I understand the Necessity of trade and getting metals that we need so we can keep the Fabrication and manufacturing going. I will deal with anything medical. Me or one of my medical ponies.” Misty said. 
“I’ll deal with anything relating to weaponry and armor. Or have somepony trained in dealing with such being stationed on the Victory. I’ll put a starting price on most weapons cross check with Ditzy is she’s onboard for it.” Daisy said. 
“We should come up with code phrases for all outgoing Ships returning to base to alert them to unwanted guests that could possibly be onboard. So we could prepare for a conflict. To that point we should also make fortifications within the hangar just for that situation.” Storm said. 
“Cj we could go to my hometown to we could gain more ponies. You have the Authority to recruit as many ponies from home as you wish. It is an option that we should take into account.” Moon Lily said. 
“Well I should give you the options As you know I’m an infiltrator classification among my kin one of the few remaining I’m also a scout whatever is needed of me You have our feilty Cloud Striker I will do whatever is needed of me.” Chance said. 
I smiled at each. “Those are all good suggestions I have may have no choice but to request help from ponies or people. That could be trouble I have no clue whether we have a good opportunity Like I said we need to talk to Ditzy we should also speak to Gawd. Chance you might get a chance to do some infiltration we plan on hitting Tenpony to Speak to your fillies again Daisy I want you to find out who hired Sharp Shot Moon Lily and Divenia. So when we get to the base you will be shown a photo taken for personnel files Chance can pose as one of them Temporarily wait hear me out Lily you and our infiltrator can enter Tenpony and we can follow and enter Tenpony. Moon Lily can help you with whatever is needed to pass for the one you impersonate. This could potentially catch the pony or ponies who hired them so we can confront them, getting to speak to this mastermind that hired you.” I said giving her an understanding look. 
“I know this will be tough Moon Lily this is not going to be easy but I have to get to the bottom of this If i have to I will tear Tenpony Apart to get to the truth. If I must.” I said. 
“I know Cj that I want to know that too. Hell if you didn’t talk to us I wouldn’t be here to speaking about this. Plus I’m interested in finding out why we were hired for such a job.” Moon Lily said. 
“I assume this means there is someway to inform the pony or ponies who hired you in requesting a meeting?” I asked getting a nod from Lily. 
“Yes there is I know the phrase needed luckily When we were returned to the tower we were to say something to the guards they would then inform the pony who hired us and we would be met with quietly of course. How would you want us to handle this when we meet this pony?” Moon Lily said. 
“Report that it was failure that you never even got a look at us that once you were asked to surrender you three tryed to escape that your unicorn friend was taken out by sniper fire. How much was your down payment for this job?” I asked. 
“500k in caps.” Lily replied. “How much was spent at Ditzy’s to acquire gear that might been needed?” I asked again. 
“250k Half of what we got went to getting medical supplies and the energy weapon I was carrying.” Moon Lily said. 
“Funny thing That weapon was given to Ditzy as a down payment for a special order we were asking of Ditzy. After Manehattan we didn’t need that special order anymore but changed the order itself to if she found any power armors Steel Ranger or Pegasi armors. That we would gladly pay for them. The original order was to get the Targeting system and navigation system components to get our stealth dragon killer class raptor up and running but we acquired the things necessary to get it fully operational from the MWA’s hub in Manehattan. Along with the armor you are now wearing Moon Lily along with other things needed for the base.” I said.
Moon Lily’s mouth dropped at that. “We never stood a hoof of a chance did we Cloudy.” She said. 
“No! Not if we were really. I would have taken the three of you out way before you even got close to us had you not taken my offer you would have been knocked unconscious and would have woken up in the brig of the base where you would individually be questioned under truth drugs to find out everything you know about the pony or ponies responsible for hiring you.” I said getting a nod of understanding. 
“Knowing what we do now I could understand why that would have happened.” Moon Lily replied. 
“Cj how do you wish my roll in this ruse to be played?” Chance asked. 
I looked at her. “After said meeting with this pony I want you to follow them I want to know who is ultimately responsible. I might even send Our contact In the tower a message to see how we can get in. Considering Red eye seems to have the place blockaded.” I said remembering the broadcast of Dj Pon3 informing us about Red Eye has his sights on Tenpony. 
“Sounds like Tenpony could use our help should we make our way there We could take out the army around Tenpony.” Storm said. I paused thinking on what Storm said. “No I think I should ask Littlepip something about that, After all She got close to the jerk. From what I hear.” I relied.
Storm noded. “Might be a good Idea think she’s still at the stable?” Storm asked. 
“That is possible wouldn’t hurt to see.” I said turning and heading for the bridge. 
Once on the bridge “Communications open a line to Stable 2.” I said getting a acnollagement. 
“Stable 2 Overmare is Littlepip still around?” I asked when she replied. 
“Um yes she is why?” 
“I have a question for her I forgot to ask her while we were there.” I said. 
“Um hello?” Came Littlepips voice. 
“Ah sorry to bother you Littlepip but something about Fillydelphia was bothering me and the Report from Dj Pon3 mentioned Red Eye having sights on Tenpony Tower can you shed any light on this?” I asked. 
“Red Eye got his hooves on a Balefire bomb and has it somewhere in the vicinity of Tenpony Could very well be somewhat our fault Silver Bell Had an undetonated Balefire bomb in her barn at the time We didn’t Know it but New Appleloosa has ties with Red Eye in some manner of speaking Stable 101 Red Eyes stable’s water talisman was given to New Appleloosa when we called in Ditzy to assist with Silver Bell Railwright was there Calamity gave them the balefire bomb and it passed its way into Red Eyes hooves now it’s near Tenpony he’s using it against me in a sinse wants me to do something for him its one of the reason’s I am not still in Fillydelphia at the moment The goddess he wants me to take her out for some reason And using Tenpony as hostages to get me to do it something I have a feeling I’ll have to do eventually We also found out that This goddess has complete control over her Alicorns telepathically purple ones can teleport all of them have shield spell and the green ones are telepathic well all of them are through this Goddess Red Eye wants me to eliminate the goddess the Blue alicorns have invisibility spells the green ones can also erect a shield to trap ponies inside while doing this the alicorns are dead to the world can’t hear or even aware of there surroundings. I plan to head to Tenpony after dropping off the Outcast rangers at stable 29 in Fetlock to meet up with others that are with Steelhooves.” Littlepip said getting a massive explosions of cursing from me at the mention of the balefire bomb. 
“Damn it Littlepip I kind of wished I Knew about this sooner I’m going to talk with Ditzy soon I want to ask her about New Appleloosa’s ties to these slavers if they are even aware of this what about the Slaves of Old Appleloosa are they safe do you know did they just end up in the hooves of slavers again? The threat to Tenpony is a huge concern Littlepip there is more to that Tower then just that it was a hub of the MAS. That much I know can’t say much more than that.” I said. 
“I’ll talk with Silver Bell about this bomb where she found it.” I said. 
“She called it Fireworks was going to be for the party when she got the Pinkie Pie statute. I do not think she even new what it was.” Littlepip said. 
“Thanks Littlepip we can talk to her it’s hard enough now Red Eye has made himself a top priority threat. Where is this stable of his?”  I asked. 
“The Everfree Forest there was a castle there that’s where 101 is located.” Littlepip said. 
“The castle of the two sisters. Thanks Littlepip I’ll get some ponies gathering information about this. Good luck let Homage know she can contact us if she needs to she has the means to. Cloud Striker out.” I said as I turned To Storm with a look in my eyes that showed emotion that was hard to determine. 
“Storm we have a problem and I have no clue how to deal with this off the top of my head we have not the personnel to take him on plus he has these alicorns each one is formidable opponents. How do we stop somepony who has such allies. I think we will need to hire Gawd Blackwing and a bunch of others just to get the personnel to bring all our assets online. And as much as I do not like it might have to bring Steelhooves Rangers in too Even though I do not trust them. I’m at a loss her Storm We lack so much information and the fact that he has that bomb and is willing to use it to achieve his goals whatever they maybe. Makes him a Top Priority target we need to eliminate him but how he has more resources and personnel then I thought.” I said with a worried look. “He is a threat we can not ignore.” I added. 
Storm nodded “I agree Red Eye has just made top priority Eva has a new mission we need a few of her staff to do reconnaissance and maybe even infiltrate his operation find out what he really is up to?” Storm said. 
“That is too risky it would take them months just to be able to get one in believable to not raise suspicion.” I paused to look at the bridge staff. “Question how long would you need to get an understanding of a pony to infiltrate without raising suspicion?” I asked one of the changeling crew members. 
“Well it all depends on how well known the subject in question to be copped is to the others. Plus we would need to be able to study the subject in question to get a few of how they react to things so the changeling in question can handle and avoid arousing suspicion. That can take months Ma’am if not longer depends on the complexity of the individuals. Plus you would want to have it be somepony that has access to the area’s in question.” She replied.
“So more time then we have. Damn it why do i have a Bad feeling about this If it is true that New Appleloosa is in Red Eye’s saddle bags then he already knows about us. Or at least has been made aware that there are Military Officers out here hell bent on helping the Wasteland.” I said sighing. 
“I agree it can be a problem we will get through this CJ. Like all the other times.” Storm pulled me into a deep hug. “We will get through this Cloudy. One way or another.” I sighed pulling her closer while she wrapping her wings around me as I did her. “Thank you Storm Chaser.” I said as I broke from the hug. 
I cleared my throat. “Not a word Ponies Not one single word.” I said as both Storm and I blushed. Getting nods from everypony on the bridge. 
I moved and motioned for Storm to follow. She nodded and followed. 
We walked to a vacant room and entered. Once we were in I shut the door. “Ok Storm I know you How long?” I asked. 
She looked away from me for a moment. “No Storm don’t look away please how long.” 
She sighed. “A few months Cloudy Joy I have felt something for you it really hit me strongly  since we been out here. I couldn’t help but think about everything we have been through how you helped me after I lost Big Mac. I realized I fell for you. I can’t explain it Cj I am both confused and sure. We both want foals and I know you're not adverse to the Idea of a herd. That back there was everything I have been feeling coming to a head when I saw you about to break down We both need each other's support. We both have been feeling lonely and lost. You can’t say that you haven’t you and I are alike in this instance I know it can’t tell me you that you didn’t cry for the past few nights I know. I have. We both are sad and lonely. Do I want to give us a chance buck yes. Do I still want foals Oh hell yeah. Do I want to cheer up the only friend I have ever considered closer to me than anypony else. In a heartbeat. I love you silly That much I already knew. Am I willing to go the length with you CJ yes am I willing to be your mare Yes again If you want.” Storm Chaser said looking me straight in my eyes showing how sincere she was being.
“It’s not everyday I get a wing hog like that or that I return one at the sametime. I guess we both need each other more then we realized I have to admit I am do have feelings for you Storm I admitted it In front of Both Misty and Daisy when we discussed preening. Told yeah if it happened it happened. So If it is your wish we give it a shot then I will accept you as my mare but if we do this become a couple we both have to in agreement about anything involving us. That Includes stallions I want foals Storm I have never given up the dream of being a mother. I am not going to forget my first mate or the discussion we had the last time we seen each other to ask that stallion. I am over there deaths but it still hurts. I can’t do this alone anymore I need somepony Just as much as anypony I was jealous of Littlepip finding herself a mare. I guess I have had one in front of me all this time and never realized it.” I said before pulling Storm Chaser into a kiss that quickly turned passionate. Storms Wings snapped open as did mine at how intense we separated. “Ok.” We both said panting.
“I think that confirms it. Storm Chaser would you be my marefriend and join me when and if we find a stallion who would want to breed the both of us?” I asked her. 
“Yes Cloudy Joy I will be yours for how ever you wish to continue and join you should we find a stallion willing to breed us.” Storm Chaser said. 
I smiled at my new marefriend. “Well Um guess it would be wise to get our wings under control we should be arriving at the base shortly.” I said getting a nod from Storm who was doing her best to get her wings to close like I was. 
“I think we have finally let ourselves to feel each others attraction it will cause havoc with our wings and emotions for a bit. There is so much I want to do to show you how willing I am.” Storm said. 
“Are you a submissive Storm?” I asked getting a hot blush from my mare. 
“Hey I can’t help it Big Mac has a way of taming a mares need to be cuddled and protected. There has only been two ponies in my life that has made me feel this way besides my parents. That is you and Big Mac. You make me feel safe that I can do anything with you and we can come out on top. I found my support.” She said giving me a timed kiss on the lips.  
“I feel the same way Storm as you do. Getting a hug from you has helped me a lot of times when i thought I was going to lose it plus you kept me from completely blowing up. A few times.” I said hugging her. We did manage to get our wings in check.
We left the room returning to the bridge seeing Misty Daisy and Moon Lily looking at us. Moon Lily just snickerd. “So It happened finally huh”. Daisy said. 
“What happened?” I asked. 
“Come On CJ Daisy and I noticed it for a few weeks. Especially after the Estrus Relief Devices were discovered I seen how Storm Looked at you.” Misty said. 
“I caught on when I caught you couldn’t keep your eyes off of Storms flank or her wings when you thought she or anypony wasn’t looking.” Daisy said. 
Both Mine and Storms jaw’s hit the deck. “I swear you two have had it bad for a few weeks now.” Daisy said. 
“Hell Even I noticed it.” Moon Lily said before adding. “Im sure our changeling friends have noticed it as well.” Getting nods from all the changelings in on the bridge. 
Storm and I sighed. “Guess we have been oblivious to each others subtle advances.” I said. Getting a nod from Storm 
“Alright then new orders no teasing us or I’ll find something to punish the offenders maybe inventory checks with no assistance but your hoofs. No assistance what so ever checking ever supply visually and by hoof. Think about that. Before making the choice to teasing us It’s hard enough already to deal with everything that happened to Equestria most here especially our changeling allies who have seen Equestria and are here with us know what I saying.” I said. 
“Teasing would just be even harder to deal with.” I added. 
“ETA to base.” 
“5 minutes ma’am.” came the reply 
“Single the base with to prepare for docking ETA 4 minutes.” I ordered. 
“Yes ma’am.” came the reply from everypony. 
“Hq acknowledges.” came from communications. 
“Slow for dock. All personnel prepare for docking. Supply personnel prepare for resupply.” I ordered
We passed through the dock doors dropping stealth and docked the ship. Tieing into the bases PA system “All personnel attention. We are about to embark on a tough task to accomplish Avenger and Victory are to outfitted as mobile trade Outposts stalls to be set up for both ships are to be erected. All personnel effective immediately are to be in armor at all times while on duty. Helmets are to be accessible but not required while at base out in the field that is a different story unless dealing with business with traders or merchants are to be at full combat readiness. Fortifications are to be set up around the hangar  in case  of assault from the hangar. All senior staff and officers report to the briefing room. That is All.” I said in my address to the base. 
We departed from the bridge and the ship 4 minutes later were in the briefing room along with the rest of the senior staff including Eva. I returned the Salutes that were thrown up at my entrance. 
“At ease have a seat. We have somethings to discuss already talked about this with my team but need Idea’s. We are setting up the Avenger and Victory as trade outposts for the base that way we can get the supplies of this base out there which is needed. It also may be wise to alert the wasteland of our existence. Not the base of course but the fact that we are here for everypony out there. To that effect I will not right this moment be doing a Live broadcast with Dj Pon3. Announcing us to the wastelands we need to recruit but how can we do so with nopony aware of us. To that I will be making a trip to Tenpony Tower. After discussing things with Ditzy Doo and finding out the full extent of New Appleloosa’s Involvement with Red Eye. I need suggestions ponies. Suggestions on how we should implement security for our crews and staff as well as protecting the base should this base fall. Equestria will have a harder time recovering.” I said. 
“Well setting up some form of passphrase for entering base would be a good idea. We also have to be able to defend the ships against Enclave personnel from what I understand they think any that was made by Pegasi belong to the pegasi. So we will have to worry about Pegasi attempting to Assault our ships To capture them or to steal them.” Storm said. 
I looked at her nodding. “ You bring up a good point we have no clue of the status of the Enclave military training or how effective they will be so for the time being just set up the ships for trading we will figure out how to adequately protect our equipment and personnel. Hopefully recruiting will solve our personnel issues screening will need to be done. We can not just allow anypony into the base potential recruits must be able to at least be willing to protect others If we can acquire assistance and support from Pre established  settlements Like Tenpony Tower Friendship city and there like. We might be able to pull things off but we do have to get word out of our group. That way ponies know we are not enemies but friends willing to assist each and every team we send out will have some supplies for trade as well as caps to buy things required.” I said. 
“How will we implement security measures? Not to mention how will we be protecting our ships and personnel from the Enclave?” Misty asked. 
“Another good point. Standing orders will included means of ID’ing threats as well as friend Standard color of the Pegasi armor was black should any armored black clad pegasi approach any of our ponies or anypony for that matter there Enclave unless giving the clearance message. All ponies are to Identify themselves even Pegasi I will also insist even our personnel approaching In our armors.That way anypony that doesn’t give the phrase code can be dealt with. Accordingly. No exceptions.” I said. 
Misty Nodded to that. “That is a good way to keep our ponies safe but would that be worth it. We will need to come up with phrases that would mean one thing to other ponies but mean something else entirely for clearance without getting an assaulted on approach.” Misty replied.
“Well ships returning to base would be required to report their condition and status so we know where to have them set down if they need repairs or maintenance. For example All systems green. That could mean no warning lights are up but should hostile takeover happen reporting status green indicates the ship is operational adding things like We have a warning light on engine output could indicate repairs are needed but to the base could mean we have been boarded and need assistance upon arrival. Conditions like Yellow or Red could mean ship needs minor repair to major repairs code phrase all systems green means all's well anything after that means something is up. All this needs to be set up. Easy to remember for the operation of this base. All key personnel like are communications officers are to know the phrase any patrols will be given a pass phrase before departure. Otherwise if everypony knows the passphrase to enter the base and somepony who knows it sells us out we will not be on alert or prepared until it is too late to react. Hence the standing order for all personnel to be in armor with helmets accessible and at the ready. Command Center personnel will be expected to monitor activity around the base.” I said Looking at Eva who nodded. 
“This is why I have called you all in here to discuss this we need to have a operational plan in effect before we can even truly have the ships leave the base or have recruits come in. You are my senior staff. Eva’s our rep for the changeling population of this base as well as our head intel officer since she’s dealing with most if not all intel we gather. Placing what needs to be seen by me as priority.” I added.
“I need suggestions people. Recruiting is a must We are understaffed that is one reason for revealing ourselves to the wasteland so they know that the Military is here to help. We have two effective teams Alpha and Beta teams that can go out and help I want to see more. We need to bring up recruitment. We have three medical personnel in training Misty is nearly qualified for Field Doctor. Studying like mad to pass the qualifications exam to be certified.” I said smiling at Misty.  “As such she’s chief medical officer for the entire base. Daisy is head of the Armory. As such she and only a few selected personnel are allowed in the actual armory. Not just the bay. Storm and I are the only ones besides Moon Lily who has Armory access Moon Lily is Daisy’s assistant. Eva has CC access and is watch commander for the base as well as Head of our intelligence department. I’m in over all command of the base Storm Wing is my second In command. So right now the Senior officers for this base are as follows. Myself, Storm, Daisy, Misty, Eva. Each one of you has ponies under your charge as Department heads. Daisy would pretty much be head of Security for the base. Misty is head of Medical/hydroponics considering her talent lies in Hydroponics and medical. I had a feeling it would be that way Misty when you showed me your Cutie Mark, but there is more going on than what we do know I want to try and crack Red Eyes network we need intel as much as anything.” I said pausing taking a drink while looking around at my staff.
“This is not going to be easy people. Security is top priority we need something in place for outgoing and incoming ships. Or outgoing and Incoming Teams regardless. As such we will need to have somepony appointed Captain of the Avenger or Victory. Then we need to assign crew or crews. The dragon killer raptor Is under Storms command She has proven herself an able commander in the past her promotion to Captain proves that. I will of course Not split our team up I’ll have Overall command should I be onboard. I have hope that we can get her out there but that again hinges on recruiting people I do not intend to discriminate My acceptance of Eva and her kind is proof of this.” again I pause drinking taking a deep breath I continue,
“I hope everypony or everybody we have recruited to at least get a crash course in combat training some more so than others. As for the raptors training crews for them will need to be done over time Eva’s ponies were set as the crew’s for the Avenger and Victory originally so Eva will be able to assign her people to train others for the posts of ship crews. We are not just looking for team recruits either we need bodies to fill out the Hydroponics maintenance and other key facilities within this base. At the moment that’s all done by automated personnel droids. We need to train and teach. Teachers education personnel that we can send out to teach everypony and all the other people of Equestria. We have a vast undertaking here with us being understaffed at this moment its hard to think what needs to be done. So suggestions are welcomed.” I said. 
“I agree with you CJ we need to get word out there of our group The Steel Ranger outcasts are currently a neutral party. We have the Enclave then we have Whoever runs Tenpony Tower. We got Red Eye and his band of Slavers, We have this Goddess character who controls the Alicorns and is Allied with Red Eye. Then we have the Steel Ranger Elders. The only thing I can think of somepony being able to Hire merc’s with high amount of caps would be what ever organization is in charge of Tenpony otherwise I would be at a loss of who had the means and the caps to put such a high payment out for our equipment.” Storm said.
“I think you're right about that Tenpony Tower was the MAS hub would have had High ranking officials of the MAS there Plus there are parts of the tower that can not be accessed unless Authorized to due to shields that it has Shields like what protects the Central SPP hub Only 3 ponies in all of equestria had access to that hub that was Rainbow Dash Princesses Celestia and Luna. No other pony had access not even me but I have the command codes to access all the systems of the SPP if need be.” I said as I raised my Pipbuck. “Rainbow Dash thought of things but never gave me full access to the SPP central tower. I just hope there is somepony out there that could access that hub that way the true purpose of the SPP can be utilized. It is a scary prospect that we have. I have a feeling that This Enclave has not kept the entirety of the Pegasi people informed of what is going on down here. They probably do not want to Lose all the power they hold over the populous. I’m sure if they were somehow made aware we would have more pegasi down here helping. Eva I want you to send one of your people undercover to a pegasus city to find out what they can history literature propaganda that sort of thing and quietly see if they can get some pegasi down below the cloud cover I am sure they monitor that cloud cover so infiltration will or could be difficult.” I said turning to Eva. 
“I’ll see what can be done from what we have intercepted A sky bandit was spotted on a cliff side near a cave that a dragon made there home. They avoid that area as much as possible due to the fact that when they investigated the dragon fried one of the team members sent to investigate and make sure the invaders as they put it returned bellow. A wanted fugitive was reported to be among the individuals along with a Steel Ranger and two Unicorns.” Eva said. 
I laughed. “That must have been Calamity Littlepip Velvet and Steelhooves. As for the Dragon I have a feeling I know who the dragon could be. Littlepip said something about meeting watcher. Watcher is a Dragon and a good friend of mine. Least I now know where he is did they say the location?” I asked. 
“No Ma’am. Only that there was a report about the encounter. Last I heard they were going to possibly sending a team to investigate further if things escalate. That is all that was on that matter that of course was in the back Log data we went through no further information has been attained on the subject.” Eva said. 
“As for other information I have had all available personnel going through data this distress call now the fortifications we are to put up and prepping the Avenger and Victory as mobil trade outposts will take some of that personnel I agree sending out Recruitment announcements would be advisable and we do have means to make sure they have no way of knowing where the base is you can bring them under sleep or by the ships. They then would be monitored and after a time would be given more responsibility or access to additional area’s training would be necessary we could even make a makeshift barracks cutting off sections of the base to non essential personnel or people under training will have Limited access. Mess hall and other locations like that would they would have access we could keep everything monitored posting guards at accesses to critical or important points.” Eva said. 
“That is a good idea Eva as you are aware the base allows access by the clearance of the Pipbuck tags authorized to enter all doors respond to tag authorization if a tag is not cleared to be in that area it will not allow access.” I said. “Although not everybody will have a pipbuck we are limited in how many there are. I would say we should try and find some more our stable tec section of the base does have the schematics for the 3000 series pipbuck or it should have. We got these because they are military issued pipbucks civilian models I have no clue if we even have them here. We have work stations for stable tec pipbuck tec stall here in this base due to the fact that It is in deed a stable Plus everything we have to manufacture and fabricate we might be able to do something about it Storm after we are done with this meeting I want you to go to through the Stable tec storage see if there are pipbucks there Considering this is a stable Applebloom may have put some in the storage along with other things. All residents of the Stables were to have pipbucks according to the operational guidelines of stable tec To assist the residents in survival out in Equestria after they leave the stables.” I added getting a nod from Storm.
“You would be correct General. Stable residents were to receive pipbucks upon entrance to the stables so each and everyone could find there way around the stable as well as what you mentioned to assist them after leaving the stable when it was safe.” Eva put in.
“If we have civilian model pipbucks we could give non combatants like Hydroponic or gardeners Manufacturing personnel those pipbucks they would have access primarily to the Mess Hall residential and there line of work level All other levels would be restricted access unless they join the actual combat training courses to become a guard or base personnel.” Daisy said. 
“We should make sure they have access to the Clinic and medical wings of the base.” Misty added. 
“That will all be a given.” I said calming Misty down. 
“Sorry Misty didn’t mean to cut medical out of the list of access.” Daisy said.
“There is a lot we need to do to really be able to effectively help Equestria Trade outpost ships are one way to get goods out convoys/caravans are another. Recruiting would be the best thing we can ask for right now. I will of course accept any and all suggestions on how to implement supply runs to needed locations Tenpony Tower currently is under blockade according to reports so. For our trip by that meaning Team alpha we will be packing the supply wagon with medical and food stuffs. Might want to consider additional ammunition for the new constable as a peace offering I am not sure the what they currently use for their defence weapons maybe I could ask Dj Pon3 what would be the best to bring in supplies but I know Food and Medical supplies would be top priority in this case there barricaded inside and from what I understand the entrance to Tenpony may have been taken by Red Eyes people.” I said. 
“Why not bring a cachey of weapons and ammunition we have over 1000 weapons currently in the Armory I can get a few of the assault carbines and other such weapons say 200 total with enough ammunition to supply a small army for a month.” Daisy said.
“Hmm. That might be beneficial in the Long run. Plus just thinking outloud here we could deploy Beta to Tenpony Tower. As added security. We need to show that we are willing to help them. I will not let the ponies of Tenpony down Should Red Eye attempt to take the tower Security would have a hard time facing them Alone.” I said.
“The Doctor at Tenpony is nice so is his assistant Life Bloom. He helped me learn my first medical spells. I got them from Life Bloom who sold me them well the teaching of how to cast them that is. I would like to offer aid to the few doctors there but with my staff of 4 ponies that Includes Myself and Beta’s medic We need a medical personnel here at the base on station. I would like to get another Medic or doctor for the Victory Avenger and our other raptor speaking of which what is its name I do not think we were ever told.” Misty asked. 
“That's because it has no name. Normally we would christen the ship on launch with her name and designation. Since she has never been launched she was never given a designation. Or name.” I said as I look at the table. “Hmm. we should come up with a designation for her. Eva in your spare time think of something that would be appropriate for the Dragon Killer Stealth Raptor. Something to inspire hope and Strike fear in our foes.” I said getting a Nod from Eva.
“Why not Hope’s Vengeance or Vengeance?” She asked.
“Hmm. Vengeance sounds good we have Victory Avenger why not Vengeances.” 
“Well it is a good name Cj the Vengeance it is.” Storm said. 
“Alright that is taken care of but she still has no crew she takes a lot more to operate. Then our smaller raptors So for the time being she’s on stand bye. Alpha team will be assigned to the Vengeance in any case. Should she be used Mainly because we are the main team of this base Beta will be assigned to the Victory or Avenger whenever there out considering they were part of the crew for them in the first place. Eva I want standing orders to be posted as well all personnel should be in there armors ready and able to repel an assault should the base come under an attack. Even you Eva are to be in armor. This is to protect the base when we get non combat personnel we they will not be in armor but all combat personnel should be in armor with helmets at the ready. If you have yet to be assigned armor Eva report to the Armory bay after this meeting is adjourned with any personnel not assigned to armor.” I said getting a nod from Eva. 
“Daisy assist any personnel not assigned armor with getting there armor. This will be done what they feel most comfortable as since we limiting Unicorn Power Armors as medical personnel that would mean Either there earth or pegasus disguised. Unless they wish to not have the power armor that we have.” I said getting a nod from Daisy. 
“Do note ma’am while at base it would be nice to be able to relax the use of magic to not be in disguise all the time. Unless we have guests it may not take a lot to maintain a disguise but it still drains one’s mana pool to maintain we can still wear our armors even in our undisguised form until we have to assume one conserving our strength is important puts less drain on our reserves of love or emotions.” Eva said. 
“Hmm. Noted and a good Idea. I do not want to tax your supply any more then need to come up with some form of signal or alert for the base to activate disguises any changeling that leaves the base is to be in disguise no exceptions though Beta team is comprised of changelings after all there our only other confirmed team.” 
“Any other things needing to be discussed at this time?” I asked Looking around the room at my staff. 
“Very well we will meet again to hear suggestions in the morning Think of idea’s that would allow us to implement the Victory and Avenger. As trade outposts without compromising the security of the base or the ships themselves. I would not want to lose a single one of them or their crews but risks must be taken at times to succeed in missions at times I may not like it but it has to be done. Hopefully the recruitment will be a big help If Ditzy is willing to be a contact for us on trade and recruiting It would be much easier on us we won't have to send out teams all the time plus we can get more personnel to assist with Loading supplies for transport to needed places all over the wasteland.” I said.
“Dismissed everypony get what needs to be done done Get that cache of weapons and ammunition ready for loading on the wagon Daisy look over the best way to fortify the hangar against an assault from a docked ship. While docked a ship’s weapon systems are offline be glad for that it’s part of docking procedures that can not be over ridden ones engaged until undocked.” I said getting nods from everypony. 
As the others left Storm hung back. “You know it was a good idea to have standing orders for all personnel to be in armor that way we are ready in case of an attack the armors always armed.” She said walking up to me. I laughed. “Thanks but we have a lot of things to prepare for Stormy I for one must come up with something for that Broadcast I plan to make. Sometimes I wish this never happened that we didn’t have all this on our hooves we are a hope to Equestria Not its only hope but a big one. Whatever Spike is guarding is another hope I think but who can we really trust?” I said Storm pulled me into a hug, I just melted into her wings. “Sweet Celestia its been so long since I’ve been held like this.” I murmured into her neck. 
“I know we can do more later but now we have things to do.” Storm said. I let out a whimpering sigh as I pulled away. “I know I know.” 
“Go on check that stuff out that Applebloom placed in the store room for the Stable Tec supplies. See if she did manage to place an not registered supply of pipbucks would be nice also be a good idea to do a complete inspection of all the supply rooms for an accurate inventory.” I said with an annoyed flick of my tail at having to separate for the moment. “Ill be making an inspection round checking on things. If you need me Captain.” I said getting a nicker from Storm. 
“Very well General Ma’am.” She replied with a mocking salute that just got me to laugh.
“Get going Storm Check on them supplies.” I said getting a nod from her as she left. I sighed with a real smile on my face. 
Exiting the Briefing room I trotted towards the Armory wanted to see how Daisy was doing and how many of the personnel needed to be equipped. I rounded the corner seeing Eva standing at the doors leading to the Armory bay. Daisy and Moon Lily were busy at work I also noticed the Beta team was assisting Daisy. 
Daisy Saluted when she noticed my entrance into the Armory bay. I returned her salute. “Status here Daisy?” I said looking around. 
“We are finishing outfitting base personnel with their chosen armors ma’am So far we have had 8 personnel come through and it looks like we have 4 more Steel Ranger armor has been assigned as well as Pegasi armors 2 more made choices to go into Medical field and are being handled by Misty. They wished to be in powered armor and were unicorns preferred disguise over the other two.” I heard her say as Eva entered. “We do tend to pick our preferences for disguises ma’am. I prefer being a pegasus myself but have done others when it is needed.” 
“Pegasi Armor Okey Standard loadout or you want to customize taking from limited selection of more conventional weapons?” Daisy asked. 
“Oh the Nova serge rifles will be fine I know that they have integrated missile pods plus I hope I do not have to do major combat though I am combat trained just haven’t had to use the skills in 206 years ever since I became a Hive Queen. I am trained in how to use them effectively as well as the armors.”  Eva said. 
“Well that makes this easy we have a few set up that way Like the Captains we even have some of the Steel Ranger armored choosing energy weapons for there armors as well not a lot of them mind you we just have what we got on hoof.” Daisy said. 
“Hmm. well that is a split from the norm when it comes to Steel Rangers Magical Energy weapons normally are associated with Pegasi armors. Or as it would be today Enclave designed armors. Carry on Gunny have the weapons cache ready for loading on the supply wagon I’m going to check on Misty.” I said. As i walked off. 
I trotted down the halls a motion and voice caught my ear. “I need 5 ponies to assist me we have to go and double check everything in that supply vault for stable tec.” I heard said. So I trotted over to Storm who was the one that said this. “Whats up Captain?” Storm turned and saluted. “CJ that storage vault is full of equipment not to mention what we thought but more it has everything we could possible need to build additional pipbucks and the peripherals for said pipbucks. According to the Pipbuck I got a message from Applebloom stating she has left schematics for everything Stable Tec built the all the acano tech that goes into the pipbucks I have already loaded the schematics into the database I need personnel to shift through everything to double check and verify that everything on the list is indeed there Its more then I alone can handle.”  She replied. 
“Get as many ponies you need Storm I want that Vault checked We should've known that Applebloom would do something like this but we had so much to do before hoof I’m sure there were manuals and such for training ponies in how to make repair and such.” I said. Getting a nod from Storm. “I’ll leave it to you to get it sorted and placed where it needs to be get them pipbucks to supply and the armory bay that is where we have been applying pipbucks to new personnel along with equipping them with armor and weapons.” I ordered “Yes Ma’am.” 
I trotted off towards Medical. I was conflicted. According to the mainframe for I did check there was nothing but the pipbuck technicians stall in that location but the fact that it was completely full of equipment and parts as well as pipbucks and schematics for pipbucks I did get the message and I paused to read it. 
Cloudy Joy I know this is a breaks from procedures or protocol. I know I know I want to be able to help you with your task This one stable this base MAW has asked me to build is the most advanced Stable I have ever built. On this pipbuck is the schematics for the pipbuck 3000 and the prototype schematics for the pipbuck 3500 which was to replace the standard issue Military Pipbuck which you have but have not used yet. The 3500 is going to have the same capability as your Delta Model. I will not bore you with the details but you need to be made aware of the fact that I placed this equipment here I also know that even if this is a military base it is a stable. I placed a lot of heart into I wanted to give everypony the best possible chance at living. Scootaloo and Sweetie Belle do not know about this. I am giving you everything I have come up with for Pipbucks and placed them here. You should have enough materials in this maintenance vault to construct over a thousand pipbucks. Make terminals or repair terminals This isn’t just a pipbuck repair stall like the normal stables have this is a full tech stall could even work on power armor with the equipment installed here. This equipment will allow you to build terminals and pipbucks. That is what this equipment was meant to do. Rainbow Dash was aware that I planned a special project here this is it. I wanted to give you the options in this chamber is in essence an Stable Tec R&D facility. So please keep this equipment intact. 
Opening personal com link. “Storm Do not dismantle any of the equipment also the mats there leave them there That vault is a Stable Tec R&D it has to be linked to the mainframe though I think. To be on the safe side input the Schematics that you found on that pipbuck into the stable tec terminal inside that vault.” I said as Storm Replied Understood. I continued on to medical. 
When I reached Medical I couldn’t help but giggle Misty was dressing down the 2 new ponies of her personnel. I cleared my throat. Misty looked up. Saluted. I saluted back. “At ease Sergeant I just came to check up on things here. But I can see that you are busy addressing the new ponies.” I said.
“Cj I hope you are here for more then keeping all of us on task.” Misty said.
“Don’t worry Misty I have no intention of stepping on your hooves here This is your domain.” I said with a smile.
“With that said are they qualified to be medical?” I asked. 
“Yes Ma’am.” 
“Good.” I approached the 2 ponies I inspected them one mare and one stallion. “Alright listen up You two are under the command of Sergeant here but be advised she will not be an easy task master. It is her job to make sure everypony under her command is up to snuff on medical procedures No exceptions As to that you two will need to learn everything you can from the Sergeant for you will be posted as members of the crew’s of the Avenger and Victory one of you will be assigned to the Victory and the other Avenger the Vengeance already has 6 members of the crew already assigned. Medical officer of the Vengeance is the Sergeant herself All of Alpha team is assigned to the Vengeance. It was decided on in a Senior staff meeting. I was originally going to be in command of the ship as well as this base. Eva is the base watch commander. Work hard learn what you need to learn to catch up to The Sergeant in training do not underestimate what could be important information to know. We will make available needed info to the ship’s medical clinic to assist in any procedures to help save the lives of the patents that could come through the doors. The Victory and the Avenger are being set up as trade outposts for the base. That means that we will need to have dedicated crew’s for both ships right now with the constraints we are working under we only have enough for a skeletal crew for one ship. This will change eventually and hopefully we will have enough to fully staff the ships as proper. The crew of the ships will then take on training others in the operation of the ship we could even use the Trade outpost missions as training for additional personnel or crew. I expect each member of this team to keep in mind that this is an important mission we are on under no circumstances is that to be forgotten. Recruits will I hope will pick up after a broadcast I plan to make. With that said do what you can to learn the all you can of medical practice and procedures. That is all Carry on Sergeant.” I said as I returned her salute and left out the door.
I was trotting down the hall heading for the Command Center. Storm intercepted me with a wide eyed expression. “What has you so excited Storm?” I asked. 
“The equipment in that bay is impressive. Not only is it capable of building the pipbucks but it is also designed to take possible idea’s seeing if we could effectively incorporate them into the next design of pipbucks or terminals. The prototype 3500 series is impressive giving us everything from the 3000 and Delta pipbucks but improved turning the pipbuck itself into a mobile broadcast tower. Well according to what I could understand that is.” I looked at her as we Trotted down the hallway. 
“Hmm. that could really be useful out in the field Have you started the prosess of building a 3500 according to Appleblooms message it was meant to replace the standard Military issue Pipbuck in other words our Delta’s.” I said. 
“No I haven’t From what I understand it hasn’t been field tested or even constructed it is also built sturdier than the Delta’s.” 
“Hmm I suggest we build one and test it out. I have also noticed we have a severe lack of stallions 95% of the bases personnel are mares. Not that I do not mind it but gives us a lack of potential suitors for our personnel to choose from. And the stallions to choose from are changelings I am half tempted to send Eva out to find a stallion to breed with to increase our personnel from what she has told me Changelings can breed quickly. And have multiple offspring each pregnancy. Unlike us it would Keep us from the lines for 11 months and would cause problems over that time we wouldn’t be as effective out in the field but I still want a foal I can not keep fighting Storm I am conflicted I seriously considered bedding a stallion before the bombs fell in order to have a foal even a one night thing.” I sighed “ Im telling you this because you are my mare and I’m yours I have felt that need to be a mother more intensely than anything recently. Yet None of the stallions I have seen have caught my eye so to speak. So I hope this recruitment speech I plan on broadcasting works and we get some stallions. I will not rush into anything. I just want you to know sweetheart that I want foals sometime in the near future.” I said placing my wing over Storms back and giving her a squeeze.
“I feel the same Cj trust me I have felt the call of motherhood too.” 
I smiled at her as we entered the Command Center finding Eva there in her armor she saluted us when she noticed us. “Ma’am nothing to report of any of importance.” Eva said. 
I nodded. “At ease Watch commander. Just doing the rounds making sure things are being done whats the status on the Victory and Avenger?” I asked. 
“Resupply of the Victory is complete From the report Doctor Sparks reported she sent up the supplies for the Victory.” Eva Replied.
“Good Good how’s the work going on base personnel are they all armored and equipped?” I asked getting a Yes ma’am. 
“I want both the Avenger and Victory set up for being trade outposts by the end of the week All personnel able to train ponies on the systems of the raptors being available to teach new recruits in how to operate the ships I want the bridge crew’s of both ships to consist of changeling personnel that way no recruit is given responsibilities beyond their understanding or comprehension. No unauthorized personnel are to enter the Victory Avenger or the Vengeance. No exceptions. While acting as a trade open for business this is the only time the ship is open to unauthorized personnel and only in the ship’s hangar where the deals will be made. Guards will be posted at all exits to the ship’s bay going to the rest of the ship. Also I was thinking about it while making my rounds I think we should put a security check point near the entrance to the bay on both ships do a simular thing that Tenpony Tower does have all ammunition being turned in while onboard anybody doing business on the ships will have to disarm weapons will not have to be turned in but ammunition will. No exceptions.” I said. 
“That is a good Idea Cloudy that way we know that the ponies that are doing business are being up and up and not thinking of assaulting our personnel. Plus if it is trade goods of ammunition we will have to assign somepony to watch over the trader in question who is trading in Ammunition. I’ll pass the Idea on to Daisy see what she thinks and find a means to implement it for security reasons.” Storm Chaser said. 
“Overall how is everything going at the base?” I asked. 
“Everything seems to be fine ma’am.” Eva replied getting a nod from me. 
“Alright than In two days Alpha team will be departing for New Appleloosa to speak with Ditzy Doo. Then we will head for Manehattan to speak with Dj Pon3 we will get word out about us and that we are setting up new trade outposts I would like to have a recruitment station onboard both ships. We will also stop and talk with Gawd along the way.” I said.  
“That is a good Idea we need to relax a little before we go. Plus it would be good for Everypony here to do some training exercises with there armors to be better familiar with them in combat and I do mean everypony Included you Eva or do I address you as Evening Sky while you're in pegasus form?” Storm asked.
“Evening Sky is my Pegasi name yes and since I have chosen to be Pegasus pony while in armor it would be appropriate.” Eva said. 
“Very well Evening.” 
“Speaking of something I need to speak to you in private Eva.” I said. 
That caught Eva by surprise. “Yes Ma’am.” She replied as I walked to the corner of the room. 
“How long would you need to effectively breed up enough changelings to completely crew Say the Victory or Avenger? I am asking because You are one of our back ups for personnel I want to be able to Fulfil the mission assigned to us by the Princesses plus it would be nice being able to send some changeling infiltrators out to gather intel from places it would be hard for me or Storm to gain entrance to. Like the Enclave.” I said. 
“Well Cj I would need to locate a Stallion seduce them. Multiple times to properly breed me fully. Then I could pass the first off to multiple changeling mares to carry to term while I am bred again the five here in the room would work well for that first need If they are willing I do not force my brood to be carriers of my offspring. If they agree I could start Immediately. There is two ways I can do this. One I go out find a stallion get him to mount me until im therally bred come back transfer to the willing mares then head back out to do again. Two bring a willing stallion in for the sole purpose of breeding me. This could cause problems over time.  Reason is I end up feeding off my mates each time it’s an automatic reaction to the love being displayed during the act of lovemaking or breeding it is after all the best way to acquire love quickly should the hive is in danger. I learned that very quickly after when I became queen to five abandoned changelings they didn’t survive long after we were picked up by MAW all you see are the results of my hard work feeding them they gladly accepted the offspring that was the result of me getting the love to keep them alive. Not one of them was a infiltrator or collector they were drones and solder class. But all of them accepted the new changelings to be born. If I can find a stallion willing to come with me for the purpose of breeding me and I had at least 5 mares of my kin I that will do accept the results of me breeding again. I could have at least 20 more changelings within 3 months ready to serve. One month gestation 2 months to mature that would give you enough to fully crew the Avenger and Victory to combat worthiness. In six months I could have enough to provide a skeletal crew for the Vengeance. Unless I keep being bred one each of the changeling mares have the new changelings inside them I get bred again fill another group willing and even carry myself problem with that I have yet felt the urge to bring an heir into the world each Queen knows when it is time Myself I can only carry one and I’ll have an heir who will assume my throne after I am gone I have time yet for that other then that I will have multiple foals through my brood. It’s just how it is I will carry my Heir and will train her teach her how to be a good queen Queens that are born are different from queens that become queens from a lower classification I myself am not as tall as a born queen but I am a queen will be recognized as such from by another queen. I have no clue if other changelings have survived but I have to believe that there are changelings out there.” Eva said. 
“Will it be hard for you to perform your duties while with foal for the time they carry or if you decide to?” I asked. 
“No Ma’am it is different from a normal pregnancy I will just need a place to that would be comfortable and able to channel the love from one of the heartstones to help the changelings to Mature we will have to of course give them a quick crash course in everything to kick their memory in. We have genetic memory so of sorts upon their birth I’ll be designating their role in the hive by what I see and feel from each once that is done they all know I’m there Queen and mother in a sinse. They will also know how to disguise themselves feed off love and such but other then that we teach them they're quick learners in about 2 weeks after they’re born they will be ready to be posted wherever you wish to place them oh before I forget please address me by my disguised name while in public in private it’s fine to address me as who I am.” Eva replied I nodded in agreement. “Very well Evening Sky. Look and see if you can locate a potential or potentials catches so to speak for you to begin breeding. One way or another We will get personnel to fill needed positions and have some to do their Designated duties If you have to send one of your mares out to find some that you could tolerate.” I said getting a nod.
“When you go Leave for New Appleloosa I’ll have one go with you they could start there I want to at least have information on the stallion's first before I commit to being bred by somepony.” Evening Sky said. 
“Alright just keep in mind that everything has to be done in a way that would work out for all Do not forget if you bring them here they must not know how they got here or were here is and please notify me if you bring somepony into the base for breeding purposes?” I asked. “Of course Ma’am wouldn’t dream of doing something behind your back if they are willing to travel with my mare she will knock them out before bringing them here also informing me which I’ll inform you.” Eva replied. 
“I’ll let you continue to work Evening Sky. Keep us informed of anything important. If you have questions about something that needs clarification you can always approach the Captain she will know if something needs to go directly to me if you're not sure on something.” I said getting a nod.
“Look for this location within the base you can turn into your nursery or whatever it is called for your kind afterwords I’ll have the smaller of the 3 heartstones you provided us being moved there. I’m sure if something should happen being bred there would bolster the heartstones love.” 
“That it would Ma’am we try and have breeding take place there when love is needed. I know of a way we can disguise the heartstone as a manner of a decoration for the room that way it is always protected we do not want it to get damaged or broken we do not have the means to replace the stone at this time with the gems we do have I could make more love crystals but that's about it. Oh and the fact that you to are so much in love with each other it’s so sweet Do not be surprised if you draw almost every changeling to you at some point. I can feel the love you to share for each other from the hangar when you came in finally told each other your feelings huh?” Evening Sky asked with a smirk. 
“Yes we told each other how we feel about each other but I’ll warn you like I warned the bridge crew no teasing us or poking fun at us We are finally entering a relationship that has been building for months if not for quite some time we know what each other wants we both feel the same about stallions and mares we both want foals in our lives. So I’ll say it I love Storm Chaser and she loves Me took both of us long enough to admit it to each other.” I said smiling and pulling Storm into a light loving kiss getting a slight moan out of Evening Sky who panted slightly as Storm and I stared at her in surprise. 
“Ma’am I have to say that was some powerful stuff I may not have been there for the wedding but I know how strong that love you just displayed is. And that was just a kiss. I am sure if you two were to consummate your love for each other as ponies do It could be felt throughout the base by any changeling bringing them to climax I almost did right then and there when you kissed.” Evening said panting and swaying a little. 
Both Storms and my jaw dropped at that we looked at each other smiled and Kissed deeply causing poor Evening Sky to collapse in ecstasy. 
“Oh too much.” She moaned we could smell the results of that kiss even though she is in her armor.
“You going to be alright there Evening?” I asked. 
“Yes Ma’am I just need to share this love with the rest of my hive before I loose myself to it. I feeling drunk off of too much love. You to are intoxicating.” She replied coming down from the ecstasy she was feeling. 
“If it was possible to conceive from love alone every changeling mare would be knocked up by what I just felt. I have no doubt you two will have foals in your lives If it was possible I would help you achieve it your love for each other is strong.” Eva gasped out. “Please no more. Not now.” She begged. 
Storm and I just giggled and helped the poor mare to stand up. “We will try to tone it down.” I said.
We witnessed Eva sharing the love with her subjects as well as refilling there love crystals. 
“Ok everypony Listen up. The General has given me a task one that I have been asked not to do in the past Mainly because of the war. Our Hive has lost members to the war. Its finally time to rebuild the hive properly. I have been asked to begin breeding to help with the personnel shortage. As such I’ll need volunteers. At least for the first group. That way I can breed the necessary beginnings we need the defenders breeders and guardians. Breeders so we have do not have to keep searching for ponies to breed me plus we can get the solder class up in numbers for Security of the Base which has become our hive and home. One of you will be accompanying the General when she leaves the base for New Appleloosa whoever volunteers to do this will be checking out the stallion Population of New Appleloosa for a suitable stallion to breed me keep in mind the training you have all had when it comes to this. Upon find a suitable stud should the be unattached or not vital to the town see if you can get them to travel with you. Then Let me know if they do follow we may have to bring said stallion into the base if so he must be knocked out while being brought in. Begin after getting permission from the General First stockpiling changeling armors and weapons that can be concealed with our disguises. Yet be as deadly to anypony as the battle saddles we all are wearing for We shall have Infiltrators and assassins being breed as well so we need to have the tools for them. Before you ask or say anything General. Infiltrators are trained in assassination techniques and given tools that are easy to hide as well as armor specially made out of material that we changelings can produce the weapons are more blades than anything else for silent and stealthy kills. The Armor would be considered Light scout armor but can protect from small arms fire. The time has come my little ones this hive needs our defenders protectors and breeders we need our infiltrators being able to do what they're meant to do not being guard ponies all the time we have six infiltrators left they should be gathering intel to help us protect and perform our duty as Part of The Equestrian Military Special Operations Department. We are now part of the special forces of the MAW in charge of helping rebuild our once beautiful land and help the survivors of the war. Let's get what needs to be done done I want to get the breeders and protectors bred so we can send out our infiltrators to gather intel like they're meant to do. Plus I have to admit been awhile since I have been asked to do this kind of miss not having 50 or more our family has taken hits because of the war let's strengthen it.” Eva said getting happy and excited murmurs from her family I saw at least 10 mares volunteer to assist in their queen breed. 
“Eva Do what you need to do authorization and go ahead for your gear and weapon creation is a go but make sure that it is all stored in the Armory when not in use. I the base is going to be your hive and home protection is always top priority defence as well I approve Defenders protectors breeders as well get it done Eva.” I said.  “Yes Ma’am.”  Eva replied snapping a salute that I returned.
“Carry on Evening Sky keep us updated on how everythings going. Storm and I are going to Retire early tonight to be well rested tomorrow for a long day of getting things organized for our trip out in the wastes.” I said lightly brushing a wingtip along storms side.
Storm blushed when she felt my wing brush hers. “Yes I think it would be best to turn in early so we can do so. I also believe it would be best advised that we depart Two days from now that way we can have one of the ships outfitted correctly for a trade and recruitment ship.” 
“Oh I agree with that Storm Make it so Evening Sky that all supplies be deposited that is going for said trip is placed in the Tortoise and supply wagon.” I said getting a salute from Eva. “Oh and unless it’s a Celestia tier alert do not disturb us.”  Again getting a salute from Evening Sky.
I trotted of with Storm following me. I could just feel her eyes on my flanks I couldn’t help but giggle and flick my tail into her muzzle when nopony was around to see. As we left for my quarters.

Footnote Level up
Storm Chaser Cloudy Joy 
New Perk: Lovers Lane- You have fallen in love with You Wingpony New options are now open to you when With your special somepony. Defence and DR increased by 5% And a 10% bonus to damage done to target. While in the company of your Lover.
New Perk: Pegasus courtship- You are courting a fellow pegasus in the traditional way You gain 15% bonus to Exp gain while in the presence of your partner.
Misty Sparks Level up
Full Medical training progress 80% complete. 
Field Doctor Training Progress- 100% you have completed the required training to become a Field Doctor Congratulations you can now perform High level medical spells and minor Medical megaspells provided you have the knowledge of said spells and training to use said spells.
Unicorn Magic level 4. Your knowledge of unicorn magic has increased. You may even be able to cast Teleportation should you find the Knowledge of how to cast it. 
Unicorn Spells Levitation, Wear light, Unicorn shield,
Wear Light- You are able to create Light from the Tip of your horn to shine a light in a sticky situation note you will be giving your position away should you cast this spell.
Unicorn Shield Lvl 2. You can cast a shield around yourself and allies to protect them from small arms fire. Note This will not protect you or whoever you are protecting with the shield from Ap or larger caliber munitions. Magic can cause you it to pop should it be struck by A high level spell.
Medical spell.
Medical Diagnostics. You send out your magic to find injuries within the person you are aiding so you can provide the best medical care you can +10% to perception while using this spell.  
Healing. You are able to heal injuries done with your magic saves on healing potions and other such items.
New Spell: Restoration, Anti Disintegration Ward.
Restoration Level 1: Through your studies of medical magic you gained the ability to cast restoration magic Akin to the Restoration potions although it tires you out Ease of casting comes with skill and training. Casting becomes easier the higher the level of this spell you are.
Anti Disintegration ward: Through your studies you learned how to Protect your team from being Disintegrated by Magical energy weapons it is a one time use spell that will dissipate after a set time which at that time will need to be recasted.
Moon Lily Level up Promotion Corporal Assistant Armory Officer. 
Daisy Streaks. Level Up Position Armory and Security Chief.
Brute Strength (Earth pony Disguised Changeling ) Level up 
Changeling Magic Disguise 
Disguise lvl 5 You are a master of disguise you are an infiltrator assigned to Alpha team.
Side note: 

Evening Sky ( Pegasus Disguise of Eva Queen of the MAW Changelings) Base Watch Commander has 17 Changelings working under her at base. Base Commander while General Cloud Striker and Alpha team are out in the field. Charged with populating the base through breeding when a suitable stallion or male is found for such will be breeding and breed on first round necessary changelings to continue building up the Hive. Within moderation.
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Hello Everyone Here is chapter 8 action is heating up. In more ways than one[image: :twilightblush:] Anyway More to come From this point on in the story there will be parts that follow one group's Point of view were we will be seeing how Eva's little mission is going how Storm and Cloudys Relationship or romance is going There will be time where I'll change the View point from Main Characters to sub character Like Eva. Moon Lily or so on might even do so from An Infiltrators point of view. NOTE: and Clarification on something's One Yes there are something's from season 5 or 6 might pop up Like The song from Rara. Season 3 according to cannon FoE: Twilight did not ascend to become an Alicorn. As for references to season 5-6 they happened in this storyline but differently without Alicorn Twilight.  Tirek never escaped Council of Friendship never happened Elements of Harmony never got returned to the tree of Harmony so thought I would clarify on that Hope You enjoy this chapter things will get more and more interesting from here on battles with The children of Unity Red Eye even Enclave involvement Will be writing intermission chapters that will have the altered PoV's First one will be involving Eva's breeding program. Who know's Might even put what happens In the General's Quarters that night.
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Intermission Chapter 8.5: Pegasus Courtship

WARNING: This chapter contains Erotic wing Play ( Preening Wing Sex) Toy use and copious amounts of mare cum Squealing and breeding roleplay

 Preening is normally only done by oneself or by close family or a Lover otherwise it is considered a Private matter for a pegasus to deal with there own wings family may help especially if you're still a young foal who doesn’t yet know how to preen their wings.
When Storm and I reached my quarters entering I quickly shut and engaged the lock turning around to find Storm Chaser getting out of her armor I couldn’t help but notice her wings and flank as she steps away from her opened armor. “Oh My Looks like somepony needs a good preening.” I said licking my lips as I got out of my armor as well displaying the classic signs of Pegasi Arousal ( Wingboner ).
“Cloudy!” Storm Blushes squeaks as her face turns red as a tomato. As she shows just how aroused she is with her wings.
“I take it you never slept with another pegasus before or been preened by a lover before.” I said as I approached her and ran a wing tip along her left flared wing. That got a squeak and a shake of her head.
“Um...I have always known I liked mares as well as stallions, Big Mac didn’t know how to preen a Pegasus’s wing He would nibble on my wingtip or my ears when he mounted me.” She squeaked.
“Oh you poor dear Let me show you how good a mating can be with a pegasus who knows how to preen their lovers wings.” I said seductively, Getting a moan out of Storm just from the touch of my wing on hers.
Capturing her Lips I kissed her hungrily and deeply. When I broke the kiss I whispered in her ear “You have no Idea how Long it’s been since I felt the touch of a mare or of another pony. After tonight you're going to be my mare my mate you are going to have my heart as fragile as it has been since my mate’s died at Littlehorn. You can make it whole again filling the spot that has been empty for so long.” She let out a whinny as I nibbled on that ear. “Oh Cloudy!” She gasps when I released her ear, as a shiver runs down her body.
I let out a low moan as Storm Chasers scent reached my nose. “Oh somepony is really aroused.”  I whispered as I nipped her ear. “Do you wish for me to take care of you Like a mare should by there lover and mate? Like I know Big Mac has done? Do you want me to satisfy your need claim you as my mare? Take you to the heights of ecstasy you have not felt in a long time? It has after all been two centuries since either of us has had a lover even though it only feels like yesterday that we woke up to this War blasted wasteland. Do you wish this of me to ease your stress to relax your body to sate your itches to pleasure you In a way that Only a lover and mate can?” I said nipping the nape of her neck.
Storm Whinnied Loudly. “Oh sweet Celestia and Luna buck Yes take me claim me as your mare and mate in the Name of Celestia I beg you Please Please Take me.”  Storm cried out.
“How can I deny you such a request! How could I not claim you as my mate and mare? I am giving you my heart and my body to you. Do you give me your heart in return? Are you going to be there to support and help me? To be there for me when and any foals we might have in the future?” I asked her.
Storm trembled and whimpered in need. “Yes Yes Yes Oh buck yes to all of the above.” She squealed as I nipped at the base of her left wing. “Then I accept you as my mare and mate claiming you as my lover.” I said as i walked turning to face her directly. Pulling her into another heated kiss. Storm Moaned loudly into said kiss leaning into it deepening it.
When we broke the kiss I looked into her eye as she whimpered in need. I walk to my bed with my tail flagging high and a pronounced sway in my flanks. I pause with a Forehoof on the bed looking over my shoulder and wing at Storm with half lidded eyes. “Are you going to join me or stand there like a petrified filly about to lose her cherry?” I say with a sultry moan.
I have never seen Storm move so swiftly not even 10 seconds later she was on the bed trembling. She looks at me pleading with her eyes over her shoulder she was panting slightly. I couldn’t help but think  She’s not going to last long if she’s this worked up from me talking dirty to her. I fully climb into bed and approaching her. “Relax my love calm yourself erotic preening takes time it’s more involved than a normal preening. By the looks I might even get you off before I’m even halfway through one wing. Was my dirty talk that good to arousle you this much to near orgasim that I could probably nip your wing and you would reach your climax?” I asked getting a whimper and rapped nods of her head. “Tell me Storm what do you wish me to do? Do you want me to breed you do you wish I was a stallion? To mark you as my mare?” I asked as I leaned in and nipped between her wings.
Storm let forth a squealing moan her body going stiff. I pulled my head back looking at her as she was pushed over the edge by that nip and my words. I lapped at her love nectar as extending her orgasim. When she came down I leaned over whispered in her ear. “I haven’t really started yet and already you have reached a climax You must really be pent up and been wanting another's touch for some time. I can say this I’ll probably be just as sensitive to your touch but before you even get me I’ll take care of you as like you should be.” I said licking and Nipping her ear getting a moan out of Storm.
I go to the bedside table opened the lower drawer pulled out a case opening it I pulled out the strapon walking back in front of Storm I began to put it on. I let out a needy moan as I seated the Dildo where it belongs. Getting whimpers of need and desire from my soon to be lover and mate. “Oh this will be fun when it comes to this part of it but first things first your wings are in need of some loving attention.” I walk and run my left wingtip along her side to her flanks where I begin to rub her cutie-mark with my wingtip switching to my right wingtip I lean into her outstretched left wing Beginning with her Tertiary feathers straightening aligning them getting down to the base of her wing licking sometimes sucking on one part or another of her wing. Getting loud moans out of my lover. I nibbled lightly on her wing arm before moving on to the secondary feathers and repeating. Her moans and squeals increase in pitch and volume with each and every lick nip twist and adjustment I make. As I finish her secondary Feathers she lets out a long deep moan as my right wing brushes across her clit pushing her over once again. I begin to work on her primary feathers on her left wing doing everything like before medically straightening each primary aligning them and moving to the next.
When I reach the base of her wing I lightly bit down on her wing base getting a squeal and moan from Storm. I promptly flapped my wings switching to her right wing and did everything over again 3 orgasims later I was finished with her wings walking in front of her I showed her my glistening wingtips. “Somepony has been Notty Look at the mess you made on my feathers clean them.” I said offering the right wingtip first. Storm Looked at and without fail licked the feather clean getting moans out of me after the first wingtip I gave her the other which she also cleaned.
I leaned in gave her a deep heated but short kiss then captured her ear whispered. “Don’t worry Love you will get a chance to preen me as well as make me squeal as much as I’m about to make you. It is time that I claim you as my mate and mare.” I said as released her ear walked around her reared up promptly mounting her. Capturing her ear again I whisper. “Are you ready to be claimed and bred my dear?” I asked her sweetly as I place the head of the dildo against the opening of her vag.
“Oh please please take me. For I am yours breed me rut me make love to me I beg you.” She whimpered.
I let out a whining moan as the vibration charm built into the portion inside me starts as I penetrate Storm Chaser. “Oh yes this is going to be good It’s been so long since I have done this after this you are mine And I will be yours.” I moaned into her ear getting a loud whinny from Storm as I hilt inside her. “Oh yes you're mine now My mare My mate.” I moan louder as I began to thrust deep and hard building up a steady rhythm fluctuating between slow to fast but not sacrificing strength I had to show her that what I said was true that she was mine.
Throughout the room Storm’s moans, squeaks and squeals of ecstasy could be heard as I claimed her pushing her from one climax to the next Each time I reached my climax I would hilt inside her deeply letting the secondary enchantment to work as it squirted my cum into her giving her the feeling and the thought of actually being bred by me. Each time I would squeal out and nip and bit at the nape of Storm Chasers neck and then whisper in her ear. “Your mine now I have marked you and claimed you my mate.” getting deeper moans.
I finally pull out getting a whimper out of Storm as I dismount her. I walk in front of her as she pants in the afterglow of her orgasim Pulling her into a deep loving Kiss.
Upon breaking the kiss I tell her “Your Turn now love make me feel like a mare that is loved again.” As I removed the strap on.
“Wow Cj I haven’t felt this good In awhile.” She said before capturing my lips in a deep kiss.
“I do not know If i can please you the same way but I will give you my all.”
“Skip the Foreplay Storm I need the release as much as you did so take me you are allowed to nibble and play with my wings as you rut my brains out for I NEED IT.”
Storm quickly got the strap on secured moaning slightly as the end that connects to her enters her she rears up wings flared mounting me I moan as i feel the head of the dildo at my needy entrance. “Yes Storm Take me claim me.” without further adue Storm thrusts and I squeal in pleasure as she stuffs me full. “Yes Yes.” I squeal loudly while stomping my rear right hoof.
Storm quickly found her rhythm going at me hard and deep each hard thrust getting deep squeals and moans of pleasure from me. Storm quickened her pace and latched onto my left wing nibbling getting a loud scream from me as it pushed me over the edge. “YES YES YES OH BUCK YES…..” I Squealed in pleasure. That was it for Storm who collapsed with a loud whinnie.
We both laid there Panting loudly Storm still on my back. “OH Sweet Celestia did I need that! I feel so much better.” I said getting a giggle out of Storm Chaser. “Now you know how I felt after getting mounted by you love.” Storm said.
I couldn’t help it I laughed with Storm joining me before we drifted off to sleep.

Footnote: Cloudy Joy, Storm Chaser No Level changes.
New Perk
Pegasus Sex: Congratulations you have been successfully courted and had your brains bucked out of your head stress release 100% complete when in bed with your lover and or mate that is a pegasus pony.

			Author's Notes: 
Sorry for the wait everypony Personal issues came up needed to take care of I have had most of this chapter written already,[image: :twilightsheepish:] Anyway Hope you enjoy this short chapter mainly character development on CJ and SC relationship yes there will be a side chapter that involves Eva and her breeding and her 10 Volunteers to be the start of the new hive For the MoA. Next chapter The groups heading for Tenpony again how will this trip go? Who know's. Will they find out who Hired Sharp Shot and Moon Lilly's group? Find out Next time.
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Chapter 9: Announcements and Recruitment 

 Recruitment is an important part of the military. As the Head of a Military unit Spec Ops or not Personnel requirements are needed to be filled so Recruitment is necessary. Cloud Striker.

I awoke the next day with a smile on my face in and my hooves and wings wrapped around Storm Chaser. The look on her sleeping face was priceless I could not help myself I leaned over and gave her a kiss on the lips waking her gently getting a kiss in return which deepened.
Quiet moans were heard before I broke the kiss. “Good Morning Love.” I said getting a contented sigh from Stormy.
“Good Morny Cj. We have anything important to do or can we just spend the day in each others hooves?” She asked shyly.
I couldn’t help but sigh. “Storm you know that you and I have to get ready for the trip tomorrow we can rest up today and spend most of it Together. I want to test them new Pipbuck 3500 models so it would require Two being made then we can transfer all relative data from our delta’s to the new pipbucks should they be better.” I said sighing into her neck.
“I thought of that so had the system manufacturer two kind of wish we had Littlepip here she’s the closest we know to a certified pipbuck tech in the wasteland at the moment. So let’s shower and head there to test these pipbuck’s.” Storm said getting a nod as I got out of bed.

Thirty minutes later Freshly out of the shower dried Storm and I walked into the main room we started to put our respective armors on. Five minutes later we walked into the CC. “Status report?” I barked getting a sharp salute and response, Nothing major to report Supply are being loaded and set for the trip. On another note Ma’am looks like last night did the both of you some good must have been some discussion. Evening Sky said with a grin that wasn’t fool a foal.
That got an eyebrow raise. “Are you trying to test me Eva or are you really bucking to take inventory so much?” I replied.
“No Ma’am I was only commenting on the fact that you both look so calm and happy. Instead of how you were snapping everypony's Heads off.” Eva said.
I held the look for a minute or two before a smirk formed on my face, “Relax watch commander I will not count that knowing what I do about your kind you all probably felt it but again and I’ll repeat it if need be No teasing of Storm and I should that happen I will not waste a moment and deal out punishment got it Watch Commander.” I said getting a relieved sigh from Eva and a crisp salute and response.
“Good now If Storm and I are needed we will be in the Stable-R&D Tech bay.” I said getting a Salute and Yes Ma’am.
Storm and I left the CC heading for the R&D Tech Bay left by Applebloom in secret even from Rainbow if said message is to be believed.
Three minutes later we arrived at our destination to see two Pipbuck 3500 military issue Pipbuck’s in the units colors. Diagnostics of the pipbucks are showing there running properly and are fully functional. An inquiry from the Stable-Tech R&D computer confirmed there just like the Delta model once placed they can only be removed with the same kind of key as the delta model Pipbuck. With a quick command I connected the two pipbucks together sharing with it all my map and data I have on it to the new Pipbuck testing its data capabilities it worked like a charm no problems with a Second command I removed my Pipbuck and checked all settings and such on my armor also transferred which I was happy they did, I did have the Computer transfer my Delta’s Pipbuck Tag ID to the New 3500. Storm did the same and we spent some time testing them out they worked smoothly with our armor. I started the process of making three others for the Senior staff of the base. Once that was done I called the Senior staff to the R&D bay to update their gear. Daisy and Misty both gasped at the new pipbucks when I said there are only Five ever made. We got them programed and replaced and set the Delta’s back to factory reset.
After that we had a staff meeting everything was going as planned Eva had her daughter who was going with us picked out and was getting her outfitted as a Merc looking for work. The rest of the day was training all personnel took part of it throughout the day. Misty completed her qualification as a field Combat Doctor and was promoted to Lt. Commander. We threw her a party and congratulated her on completing her preliminary training she’s not a fully certified pre war Doctor but she is a qualified Combat Doctor. That night We all just relaxed but kept alert. We all turned in shortly after the completion of the party.

The next day we were setting out to Tenpony Tower to speak with Dj Pon 3 and set up a Live broadcast with me talking with the wasteland Alpha team was doing final checks on supply’s  I pulled Moon Lilly aside to speak with her in private. “I think it would be a good idea to stop by your village and ask for aid from them on a volunteer bases. I do not want to force anypony into anything.” I raised a hoof to forestall her response. “Yes I do know I can demand and conscript them to do this and with my authority they couldn’t refuse. I want them to have a choice in the matter there ponies like me and everypony here. I would hate to force somepony to do something they do not want to do. It would make me as bad as Red Eye.” I said.
“I see what you mean ma’am. I know that most if not all of the able bodied ponies of my village will join and up to assist you in some way or another Honor would demand it. Although it has been a year since I was last home. I just hope everypony is alright.” Moon Lilly replied.
“After we get done with Tenpony we will head out to your Village with the Victory with us we will of course not be bringing the Victory close to Tenpony we will be departing the Victory on the outskirts of Manehattan and use the our tortoise to get to Tenpony. I will of course be informing Dj Pon 3 of our arrival that way there is no with Security at Tenpony Hopefully we will not have any problems Thanks To Littlepip we know the location of Stable 29, and the Base of The outcasts. It’s possible to contact them maybe even offer assistance to get members that are loyal to the true meaning of the oath they swore to get to them. Although I am reluctant to assist them as of yet but options need to be explored I can not just close off an avenue of support.” I said with a sigh getting a nod from Moon Lilly.
“Oh how are you doing btw Moon Lilly?” I asked.
“I’m alright why do you ask Ma’am?”
“I ask because there is a lot of things going on, have the Estrus relief devices helped you?” I asked with a slight grin on my face as she went a nice shade of red.
Moon Lilly squeaked before answering. “There helping but there is still that need.” Moon replied getting a nod from me.
“I have learned from Eva that should you get mounted by a Changeling male pregnancy could happen although being mounted by a Changeling female masquerading as a stallion that there is no chance of pregnancy there is that option as per my request all Changelings are there true gender not hiding there sex. So if you wish to ask a changeling for a roll in the hay so to speak a female changeling going stallion will not result in a pregnancy. As far as I am aware we have a total of 3 changeling stallions on this base the rest are mares. Eva is going to be breeding as soon as she locates a suitable stallion that can be seduced as her Unicorn self to hide her wings so to speak after that She’s going to have multiple pregnancies over the next few weeks in 3 months or so we will have the required numbers to cruw the raptors. That I will be looking forward to seeing.” I said.
“Well that certainly going to be an option. Should I be interested.” Moon Lilly said.
Storm approached, “Cj the Victory is ready to depart we are all set to head out.” Storm Wing said,
“Good...Good. Make it so Stormy have the crew man their stations everypony that’s going board the Victory we have three stops to make. One New Appleloosa. Two Tenpony Tower, and Three Moon Lilly’s Village to gather support.” I said getting a nod of approval from Storm.
“It will be done Cj Tortoise and supply wagon is already loaded on the Victory and is ready to go. We are waiting on the word to depart.” Storm said.
“The wasteland awaits let's mount up.” I replied getting a nod from both Moon and Storm.
Activating the PA system, “Attention everypony attention Victory prepare for departure alpha team to the Victory Mount up ponies Time to go Cloud Striker out.” I said as I closed the channel.
With that said Storm and Moon Lilly followed me as we arrived at the hanger and approached the Victory boarding I looked around at the modified deck. “Impressive most impressive Good job everypony.” I said with big smile on my muzzle getting cheers from all on the deck.
I walked up to Daisy and Misty, “Supply status girls?” I asked.
“Stocked and ready for sails and supply runs Ma’am.” They replied crisply.
“Excellent. I mean business girls The wasteland needs us one way or another these supplies will go towards that goal helping countless others provided we manage to get in touch with the right individuals one additional stop along the way to Tenpony Shatterdhoof I think it would be a good Idea at least to talk with Gawd about a potential contract.” I said getting nods from all.
I looked around and spotted our Passenger, “I hope you are successful in finding a stallion worthy to bring the population up of the Hive we need the personal to help out and to crew the Raptors.” I said getting a nod from her before she said. “ I do not plan on failing my task.”
“Good Let’s move out Get clearance from dock control set course for New Appleloosa I want the Victory to maintain station keeping above the settlement once we depart from the hold.” I said as we traveled to the bridge.
Walking onto the bridge we got clearance engines starting and out we went. “Stealth systems engaged. Eta to drop 3 minutes.” The Deck officer reported.
“Good job.” I said as I sent an Alert to Ditzy and Silver Bell that we are inbound for a chat and to please meet us at the gates. A minute later a reply came in from Silver saying that there at the gates waiting for us to show. With that Alpha met back up in the hold mounted up and departed the Victory and descended to the gate of New Appleloosa.
We touched down in front of the gates. Railright was there and as expected he and the Three ponies on the gate aimed their weapons at me and Storm. I sighed, and let out a growl. “For Celestia’s sake Railright. How many times are we going to be going through this I swear if I wasn’t expecting it you would have just have been a casualty. I do not like having a gun shoved in my face every time I come to do business with Ditzy do you really want to loose supply opportunities I can offer? My business is with Ditzy if I must I will completely Bypass New Appleloosa and not do business with you from this point on. So I will repeat myself for the Last Bucking time Railright what will it be Lose the business I can provide and do business with Ditzy Directly and not set hoof in New Appleloosa ever again Supply’s may come through but you would not see any benefits to it Plus I’m already debating whether or not to even do business with New Appleloosa.” I said Clicking my weapon systems up I was already armed the audible clunk or safeties disengaging. “I told you for buck sakes that I would defend myself and my Team from attack.” I said with steel in my voice.
Ditzy stepped between the two of us with her chalk board that Said “Quit being a Foal Railright Cloud Striker is a good pony and a pony the wasteland needs.”
“Ditzy If Railright wants to be a bigot or triblest I can not change his mind but I will help ponies with or without his support. I need all the help and support I can get Railright don’t push my assistance away it’s not only you that will suffer but the ponies of New Appleloosa.” I turned back to Ditzy. “Ditzy My business is with you not necessarily New Appleloosa so If this keeps happening I shall arrange a meeting place and alert you to meetings through Silver Bell if necessary. So if you like step into my office and we can conduct our business. Oh and next time you raise your Weapon to me again Railright It will be your last I do not take threats well.” I said.
Ditzy walked into the Tortoise I followed shortly after. “Alright Ditzy have you thought about what I asked you about being a Trade Liaison or making caravans to carry goods all across the wasteland from town to town getting to where supplies need to be?” I asked getting a nod and a written message of Yes I’ll work with you. “Thanks Ditzy that is a load off my shoulder Ditzy I’ll be heading for Tenpony and will be making an announcement of opening trade and recruitment for positions in my unit or convoy and or trade caravan guards.” I said getting a hug from Ditzy.
“We will be in touch Ditzy through Silver Bell setting up meeting locations and a trade outpost location. I was hoping to use New Appleloosa as a trade outpost but that might not be a good Idea. Anyway I have to go to Tenpony to make that Announcement and a stop by Shatterdhoof to talk with Gawd about a contract.” Getting a nod from Ditzy she wrote out a message Keep in touch Cj I’ll be waiting for word. I nodded to that. “Will do Ditzy.”
With that business concluded I stepped out to a greeting of our Changeling getting rushed through the gate. “Oh yes let unicorns earth ponies and dashites yet Deni a full team of Equestria Military lodging or even a rest from travel.” I said with a sigh.
I hooked up to the tortoise and we took flight we met up with the Victory. When we set down I said. “Set course for Shatteredhoof. Let me know when we get to the Drop off point.”  Affirmative response from the bridge came.

Twenty minutes later we departed again from the Victory and dropped down on Shatteredhoof. As we made our approach Blackwing intercepted us and began escorting us to a landing. “Cloud Striker what is your business in Shatteredhoof?” She asked.
“I need to speak with Gawd I assume you informed her that I might be talking to her about potential contract?” Getting a nod from Blackwing.
“Well thats why I am here I wish to speak to Gawd about a Contract details are for her ears at the moment.” I said getting a nod from Blackwing.
“Well well well what do we have here a group of heavily armed ponies at my door what can I do for you Cloud Striker?” Gawd said as she walked toward us.
“A business opportunity for you Gawd Caps are not a problem also a chance to truly make a difference and a chance to make an even better rep for Shatteredhoof. I will not say more until we have a chance to speak in private.” I said getting a nod from Gawd.
Gawd walked us into her office closing the door and said. “Alright Cloud Striker what is this opportunity you spoke of?”
“You know that I have a duty to Equestria and her people and to Equestria herself helping Equestria recover from the war.” Gawd nodded. “Suffice it to say I have the means to help all life I would like to use Shatteredhoof as a trade outpost and or offering you a contract for ponypower whether it be in escorts for caravans, convoys or places at my base of operation. Should anypony or griffin sign up to be a member of my unit they will be sworn in no question asked and will be given equipment to outfit to their job whatever it might be training is guaranteed. Supplies ammo they will not lack anything they need in their job.” I said getting a raised eyebrow from Gawd.
“What is in it for me or Shatteredhoof?” Gawd asked.
“Ah...For that Information Gawd I need your word of Honor that nothing that’s about to be said doesn’t leave this room or is leaked to ponies that would not use it the way its was meant to be used There is a reason for this but before I reveal it I must have that word.” I said.
“Alright You have it.” Gawd said giving her word.
“We'll safe it to say I haven’t told you everything about me and Storm Wing. I did indeed wake up in a military base but one that is fully functional with manufacturing capability hydroponics medical facilities fully stocked and functional capable of feeding over a million ponies rebuild the Equestrian Infrastructure production of ammo and weapons teaching facilities training facility able to completely arm every single individual in Shatteredhoof Tenpony Tower and would be a prime target for the Steel Rangers and Enclave or anypony with that wants the power of having such a base’s capability not to mention that this base is a Spec Ops Recon Base with defences that would take more ponypower to take without a lot of losses This base is hidden there is only a few ponies that know’s of this bases existence. Very few who knows its location anyone going to join this unit will be put to sleep to keep the location of this base secret I need to get supplies out so a trade outpost is needed I will accept caps and scrap for trade. My base is capable of recycle and repurpose material. Gem’s also will also be accepted in trade I am teaming up with us or even helping us will place a lot of supplies and traders coming to Shatteredhoof. You wouldn't be the only trade outpost for my group I have Two Fully operational and combat ready assault class Raptor and a prototype dragon killer class raptor at my disposal with a reinforcements I was able to crew the two raptors the last one I need ponypower not to mention the base is understaffed I had Two hundred out of fifteen hundred staff to operate this installation. Now that you Know about that Do you understand why I am keeping the Location of this base a secret and hidden and why I asked for you word of honor and why I am willing to Pay and contract if need be to supply caravans with Guards or guns.” I asked getting a dropped jaw fish faced nod.
Gawd shock her head cleared her throat. “Well that could be a great boon to the wasteland why is this base not known?” She asked.
“MoA Special Operations and Reconnaissance Stable Top Secret only 6 ponies new of it Myself My second in command Rainbow Dash herself Applebloom and the Princesses this base had two objectives should the worst happen I was to asses Equestria condition and work towards restoration and reconstruction of Equestria. The base has seeds to replant Equestria Princess Luna personally gave me these orders. I will not fail in my duty to the princesses.”  I said.
“You are telling me you are a black ops pony?” Gawd asked.
“Black Ops well yes I am a black ops pony but I am also the Sole survivor of the Equestrian High Command I am the Equestrian Military. So Gawd what do you say will you assist me I will contract you if needed. I might even contract you to guard the Raptor trade outposts. You would gain a lot of boons from it not to mention you would get all the equipment and ammo to do so the job.” I said.
“You ain't joking about the opportunity you are offering I would have only one Stipulation I would need to see this base for myself before I even contract I must know if it is true.” Gawd said.
“Fare enough. That can be arranged I have Two additional stops before I head back to HQ I’m opening up trade and recruitment opportunity and even going on Live Dj Pon 3 broadcast.to announce the trade outpost Raptor Victory which I have to say is Over head right now. Officer of the Watch clocking shield down temporarily.” I said as Gawd Rushed to her window and looked up to see a raptor sitting there before it disappeared again.
Gawd turned back to me. “How the buck did you do that?” Gawd Asked.
“Ah thats a prototype stealth system developed for raptors my base has a prototype  dragon killer raptor that this system was installed in unlike stealth bucks arrays that were installed on these raptors when we acquired them In the MoA warehouse in Fillydelphia we upgraded the stealth system on them as long as the power reactor that runs the system is up and going the ship has a stealth time of forty eight hours of non stop stealth. That was the Victory she’s being Lightly crewed at the moment along with finding the raptors we gained 19 ponies who like me were in cryo stasis ten of them are crewing the ship and nine are at the base. Six of this ships crew also comprise of beta team a six pony team Like my group well actually eight one of them is with me.” I said.
Gawd just looked at me. I raised an eyebrow as I removed my Helmet. “You alright there Gawd or did I just blow your mind?” I asked with a joke at the end.
That seemed to snap Gawd out of it. “Wha.” I couldn’t help but giggle a bit at the totaly confused griffin.
“Gawd If you want to see the base you will be brought onboard the Victory when we head back to base with an addition of ten more individuals the Victory would be fully staffed and crewed for combat with twenty she could be at full optimization of everything max crew 30 minimum crew 10 combat ready crew 20. Dragon killer class crew 50 and 100 with a 1000 troops capacity. I am hoping to get enough recruits to fully staff all Three raptors and the base. I am one pony I have a team of six including me I have a total of 18 Ponies besides my little group 10 of them are on the Victory crewing her 8 are at the base 6 of which are on communications and intel gathering arrays. The rest of the base is being looked after temporarily by the automated maintenance ponytrons. I would like to have them doing what they were designed to do instead of working the hydroponics equipment the manufacturing equipment is mostly automated tell it what to make and it will make it provided it has what it needs to make it.” I said with a honest smile on my face.
Gawd stiffly walked to her chair and sat down hard and in a quiet voice said. “If I had stumbled across this base I probably would be like what you feared happening I’d have power the best equipment a near impenetrable base of operations but Unlike most I would use it to help other but again contracts would be costly because of what It would cost to replace the needed materials.” Gawd said.
“Ah but thats why I am willing to deal in scrap junk and so on spent ammo casings scrap metals broken and busted guns hell even damaged armor I can use to keep material I have over Three Billion caps at my disposal and will be offering be willing to offer you quite a bit of caps to supply me with bodies to guard protect and defend merchants traders and caravans hauling goods that are coming from my base. Ditzy Doo is my Trader Liaison she will be hopefully be able to set up caravans I would like to contract you for guards to protect them and I would provide all necessary ammo and guns heck I’ll even be willing to train them for that purpose and you would get access to fresh foods medical supplies and so on.” I said.
Gawd Looked at me. “That right there is a dream contract that anyone would be a fool to pass up on real training having the food and medical supplies on top of the deal Littlepip set up as compensation for the assistance from Blackwing and her griffins.” I paused her there placing my hoof to my ear said something and a moment later a knock came at the door. “Sorry about interrupting you Gawd but there is more to that This is my contribution to you for helping Littlepip and stable 2.” I said as I opened the door and in walked Daisy and Moon Lilly hauling a trunk between them. They set it down in front of me and I motioned Gawd over.  Gawdyna Grimfeathers for your aid rendered to Stable 2 and Littlepip,” I opened the trunk, “ I present to you a small weapons cache with Three Thousand rounds half AP rounds.” I said as Gawd looks in at the assault rifles and ammo. “Before you say anything there brand new never been fired and are well maintained was and there is 20 weapons here.” I couldn’t help but giggle at the expression on Gawds face.
“Th-that is impressive and scary that you're just giving military grade weapons away like that.” Gawd said.
I laughed before saying. “ Gawd each one of them weapons are being sold for 200+ caps a pop no exceptions and about two hundred pounds of scrap metal to even acquire one assault carbine and at least thirty pounds of scrap metal for a ammo box of ammo for it M.G..AP rounds that you have in there would cost more we are not stupid but we will supply the guards for Caravans and trade convoys with munitions and weapons to guard said groups and should we get more fliers we could even send a tortoise with them as added protection with additional ammo.” I said getting a grin from Gawd.
“Not taking any chances with the caravans are you.” Gawd asked.
“No.” I stated firmly. “There to important. Equestria needs them can’t let raiders steal or slavers getting ahold of supplies that they would not use for the good of others.” I added.
“Anyway we will be coming back to pick you up since you wish to see the base before making your final decision on whether to contract with me and the MoA recon stable 155.” I said.
We left Gawd to with a lot of thinking to do. As we took off and re-entered the Victory and was off again to Tenpony as we sat down for a break I opened a Direct com line with the M.A.S.E.B.S. and waited for a moment before Homage answered. “Hello?” she asked.
“Hello Homage its Cloud Striker my team and I are inbound but with this Red Eye blockade Tenpony how would we get in We are loaded with Food Medical supplies and weapons and ammo for said weapons. Also I need to speak to Dj Pon 3 I am opening Trade and recruitment for my unit so thinking of a live broadcast.” I said.
“Oh well you can always come in the same way Littlepip got in There is a roof sky wagon pad there was an Alicorn but it was eliminated.” Homage said.
“Oh that's wright they have a sky bandit skywagon Well we will be coming in almost there I’m bringing along with my mobal trade outpost even though she can’t land at Tenpony but I will send The tortoise back and forth transferring supplies for Tenpony I will of course barter for things so I will Like to speak to somepony in charge of Tenpony. I have Fresh grown Food stuffs and Fresh Medical supplies. I do not want to just give them away and there is a reason. I have learned that somepony in Tenpony who Hired merc’s to Kill and bring to them my equipment and everything I had on me so I want to find out who and why.” I said.
“Oh my when this happen?” Homage ask.
“The day I left Tenpony 3 merc’s were hired by a shady pony from what I understand they were wearing a clock with a hood. The merc’s failed and lost everything.” I looked over to Moon Lilly. “Anyway we will be there momentarily. We will talk when we get there. Cloud Striker out. With that said I closed the com we hooked back up and departed the Victory.

10 minutes later we landed at Tenpony to a reception of Littlepip Homage and Velvet Remedy.
“Hello everypony.” I said to them.
“Hi Cloud Striker.” Littlepip said.
“Alright everypony Get things arranged offload the tortoise and supply wagon then get more from the Victory. I Want you Moon Lilly to guard the supplies after I talk to somepony in charge of the tower itself. I am willing to trade and barter with the tower, but I will not do so if I’m being hunted by the ponies in charge of the tower considering the merc’s were paid five hundred caps upfront with another seven hundred for completion of the job. I’m not sure who in the tower could pay such a contract.” I said sighing.
“Whoever it is no mater who has broken the law of Tenpony even Hiring merc’s to do the job is still breaking the law.” Said Homage.
“Agreed Like I said I’m willing to do business with Tenpony Tower I can not just give away freely what I am offering for trade or barter. I will deal with scrap metal and just about anything junk would do. Details can be worked out later luckily it's not raining right now.” I said as Storm took of for the next load.
“Alright Homage. Is it possible to speak to one of the ponies in charge of Tenpony I would like you to quietly investigate who might have hired this group large expenditures or resources for supplies and trade. I would like to deal with somepony who’s in charge since I brought supplies for the tower Dealing with someone involved in the Tower not just the merchants I am after all an outsider and from what I hear my word doesn’t mean anything here.” I said.
“Well yes I did speak to somepony He is willing to speak to you and will meet with you in the tower in a moment I’m to bring you to him but he had a stipulation that must be followed. That is no armor or weapons whatsoever are to be in attendance all is to be turned in at security.” Homage said nervously.
I looked at Homage reached up and Pulled off my helmet then looked at her again before I got back on the com. “Captain Bring down our Dress Uniforms change into yours before you leave the Victory. Seams that Tenpony doesn’t want us in Armor when meeting the Towers rep even going so far to stipulate that we are to turn our armor in as Security I will not Let our armors in the hoofs of the ponies in charge of this tower So I’ll be leaving my Armor I want Beta team to Secure the roof landing area No one is Authorized to approach until the all clear. The society of this tower has just made a mistake in demanding this and there will be harsh words when I meet this pony.” I closed the com channel after finishing speaking. Looking back up at Homage,  Littlepip and Velvet Remedy.
“Homage I do not like the fact that someone in this Tower has hired some ponies to kill me and get my equipment and now has made a demand that I hoof over Military grade Power Armor and munitions that No pony could possibly use in this Tower for one The armor is designed for a pegasus second No one could use it even if I should be dead the armor is DnA locked to me something I insisted on that so Only I could use that armor it’s the very first model a prototype of Storm Wings armor only 50 were thought to have been made with over a 1000 in production I will not let it fall into someone's hands that would potentially use it against the people of the wastelands. Once the Tortoise lands I’m sorry Homage but the area’s going to be guarded I hope you understand that I will not allow the ones in charge of this tower to dictate to me what I can or can not have as far as I'm concerned they have no authority to confiscate my equipment or anything of the equipment I have should they force my hoof I will not support this tower and will Take off and never return and Arrange it so that none of the supplies I can provide comes to the tower that would be unfortunate They preach and even execute people for doing rader and or slaver activity yet one of them Hired mercs to take my equipment and kill my team. I will not let them have my gear Should this meeting go well and I get my answers That might change should they work with me and actually help instead of out right being ponies that have Sticks so far up there Flanks that its comeing out there mouths. Oh I know not all of them are like that I’m sure some of them are not aware of what the others are doing but no one is above the laws of this tower even the Secret society that runs this tower.” I cut off Homage at the flank comment.
“I understand Cloud Striker but there are thing’s I can’t say and things that I could get in a lot of trouble should I give things away.” Homage said.
“Homage I know about Tenpony Tower and what this tower is capable of I was here remember I was in several meetings with Twilight Sparkle In this very tower in fact In the Twilights Athenaeum. In Twilight’s very office here I know about the Shielding this section has Heck I was here With Rainbow Dash countless times as her right hoof pony. I know more about this Tower then probably even this society does.” I said.
Homage looks at me in shock as I walked up to the statue in the center of the room and smiled at the statue. Getting a raised eyebrow from Homage.
Just then the Tortoise touched down with Storm Wing exiting from the back and Rushed to me with a scowl on her face as she hoofed me my uniform. “Ah Storm Wing did you get everything that goes with my uniform?” I asked getting a nod from her.
“Yes Ma’am.” Came her reply.
“Good.” Is all I said as I exited my armor and slipped into my uniform putting my command hat on my head. “Ok Homage once we leave the roof no one is allowed to approach they shall be detained Luckily I thought ahead non lethal force is authorized I will not kill anyone unless necessary now lead the way.” We all heard the Clicking as ammo load outs were switched to rubber bullets. Beta team took position to guard the equipment and supplies.
Homage lead the way to the lift I followed it was quiet in the elevator.
To Be Continued.


	
		Chapter 10: Announcements and Recruitment Part 2



We walked into the security offices. A mare at the desk said. “Ah we have been expecting you Homage and your guests if they will leave their weapons and armor here you may continue down to room 1.” She said before seeing me unarmored and setting down my side arm on the counter. 
“My armor is at My outpost. I came here to talk not for combat. Although I should have been in armor Military regulations would stipulate that I could not leave it anywhere except a military armory The MAS hub is not a military installation.” I said getting a shocked look from the Chief. 
Storm Wing also set her side arm down on the counter as well. I nodded to Homage and she led us to the room indicated by the mare at the front desk.
When we entered the room there was a unicorn stallion that I met on my last visit who sold Misty some medical spells and taught her them. “Lifebloom?” 
“Ah so that’s what you look like under all that armor. It's good to finally talk face to face so to speak while not under all that armor. Now what can I do for you?” Lifebloom asked. 
“Hmm. First I think introductions are in order. I know who you are Lifebloom So Lifebloom this Is my second in command Captain Storm Wing. As for myself I am General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airguard a institution that is Older than this tower in fact I am older than I look Lifebloom Due to circumstances I am 226 years old I knew Twilight Sparkle and all the ministry mares both Princesses and was Honored to be there friend.” I replied, getting a shocked look from Lifebloom. 
“So what is it that you want General?” He asked. 
“First I’m on a mission following the Orders given to me by Princess Luna herself should the megaspells fell they did. When I came here the first time this is my second time being to in this tower since I awoke from Cryo Sleep. Not many know this but I am a member of the MoA I was Rainbow Dash’s Right hoof mare. I served Directly under Rainbow Dash herself so I have been here in this MAS Hub multiple times during the war. I know what secrets this Tower holds Lifebloom and I know its security systems I have been in Twilight’s office which I know no pony has been in since the bombs fell. So let’s get to the heart of this meeting. There are Two reasons I asked for a meeting with someone in charge. Reason one to offer support and supplies that would be needed in this time of strife your outside supply lines have been cut due to that slaver army sitting on your doorstep so I have fresh food stuffs ammo weapons medical supplies and willing to barter trade and sell and I’ll accept scrap fuses burnt or damaged beyond repair equipment scrap metals and odds and ends. Second reason is to Speak to Dj Pon 3 for a live broadcast getting the word out that I am willing to do business with traders getting supplies out and getting things I need as well as a recruitment message I am but one pony I need ponies to help me with the mission I may have gotten three ponies and 19 others when following breadcrumbs from Rainbow Dash but I need more hoofs so recruiting is needed.” I said.
“Why do you need to recruit?” Lifebloom asked.
“Lifebloom when I went to sleep I had two hundred ponies under my command You are looking at the only two ponies that are alive out of two hundred my base was scheduled to have over a thousand ponies I found out that the two hundred ponies woke up seventeen years ago but were trapped by a damaged door they took their own lives they had no food or water in that chamber. They did wait for 5 days before coming to that decision, and ended taking their own lives with a poisonous gas. So I have Twenty five ponies under my command at this moment to operate a base that needs fifteen hundred ponies to run at full capacity. So I need people to help me at this moment. I am doing alright with the hooves I do have but it’s slow going and can't operate the base at full capability. So recruiting willing individuals to work the base is a must.” I replied, getting a shocked look from Lifebloom. 
“Also I have had somepony higher mercs from this very tower to kill and take all my equipment and the equipment of my companions for some reason. I have my suspicions but no proof. The merc’s in question stood no chance against us. They ended up joining my unit after the fact that they were staring down the barrel of my High end military sniper and a fully operational mini gun 
While in magically powered Armor. They made the correct choice, I had no wish to end the lives of these mercs. They were hired to do a job they had no chance of success with. Not because I am military trained but because I am from the war I have seen things Lifebloom that you or anypony currently alive has probably faced and survived. I am a member of the Airgard Special Forces. I am a Highly trained Military Sniper. I can end the life of a target from 300 or so yards away. I am not going to be your enemy. I could be a very beneficial supplier providing fresh food stuffs knowledge training and so much more I have at my disposal means to repair tech that might not be functioning properly. I know the shielding that protected this tower from the megaspell that destroyed Manehattan is not working or working properly. I could potentially with time repair or replace said shields. I have knowledge of maintenance and archan manufacturing, even enchanting I can provide and make Water talismans, ammo, weapons, Healing items, and provide fresh food for over a million ponies. I am telling you this because I need help and I have no real support plus I have no clue who I can trust. Anypony who joins my group whether it is to become a member of the Airgard or the caravans or convoys as guards will have to swear an oath to me to protect and help out in this wasteland.” I said.
Lifebloom had a look of deep thinking. “Are you willing to prove you are who you say you are?” He asked.
I sighed, “Lifebloom I have access to most if not every restricted area of this tower I could if I so choose to Walk right through the shields into the megaspell chamber for Celestia One. I could even get in the Office of Twilight Sparkle should I so choose to reason being I was one of her closest friends Last time I saw Twilight Sparkle was when she Inspected Celestia One and had a blow up on the mare in charge of its creation causing said pony to break down in tears Twilight was under a lot of stress during that time Spike another one of my close friends was there and left to go take a nap never saw him again after that due to the fact I went M.I.A. because I was given my post wasn’t there to tell them I was going on a mission and wouldn’t be back for a while.” I said.
Lifebloom looked at me in shock. 
I raised my hoof to pause his reply. “You want proof that I am who I say I am?” I asked. 
He nodded “Yes because what you have said is impossible unless you're a ghoul Which is not the case.” He replied. 
I stood up and walked over to the terminal tapped away for a moment accessing the Video logs from Twilights office. “Well come on I don’t have all day Lifebloom this is a Video log from my last time I saw Twilight Sparkle 7 months before the bombs fell.” I said. 
Lifebloom came over to watch said log and his Eyes widened when he saw me and Twilight speaking to me telling her to get some sleep and to apologize to her ponies everypony makes mistakes Twi,” I paused the Video. “Do I have to play more or do I have your attention now.” I said getting a nod from Lifebloom. 
As for my mission I am not at liberty to tell you everything, the fact that somepony here is out to get my equipment even going so far to pay 500k in caps up front and another 750k upon completion I do not know if I can trust Tenpony Tower leadership with the location of my operation. I am willing to offer trade and barter with Tenpony but I will let you hear one of the messages I got from my CO Rainbow Dash.” I said before I pressed Play on my pipbuck.
“Hi Cloudy If you're reading this then you have reached the Fillydelphia warehouse after visiting the Manehattan hub to get your key card and other things I will have placed there. I’m heading there next to do that. Anyway you're probably wondering about what is going on here why you were given clues and hints to come here to this warehouse well for that I’ll have to give you the passphrase only you and I know. You will find the Stasis chamber through the double doors to the right of this terminal. There should be 20 personnel there trained and will be valuable assets for your use in your mission. I wish this never happened to Cloudy Joy where did it all go wrong? Why did this have to happen? I saved this group for you. I know you will have doubts once you see them but trust me. When I say they are as loyal to me and now you as I am to Equestria. The Princesses know about this And have given me there blessing Luna wanted them placed in stasis the moment a megaspell attack had been launched I just so happen to be in Fillydelphia when Cloudsdale was hit I locked down the facility and placed them in stasis left this message for you. May Celestia and Luna guide you Cloudy My friend and battle buddy Take care do your duty and make me proud as always Rainbow Dash Ministry mare Signing off.” 
The room was silent for a moment. I cleared my throat getting the other attention. “I have no clue what happened to my friend. I have followed a few leads left behind by Rainbow which gave me equipment vital to my mission and some needed personnel. We were on our way back and had just gotten back to base and Heard Dj Pon 3’s first broadcast in Filly. I need assistance Lifebloom, but I will not accept assistance from anypony who is going to work against the good of every living being of what became Equestria or hampers or tries to stop me from completing the mission given to me by Princess Luna. So I’m going to ask you for assistance in tracking down the pony or ponies responsible for hiring the mercs that came after me to steal and murder me and my unit  for the equipment entrusted to me by the rulers of Equestria.” I said with a huff.
Lifebloom looks at me and sighs, “I’ll help you, but what is this mission you're on?” Lifebloom asked. 
I looked at Lifebloom. 
“All I can say about that at this time is that My duty is to Equestria not any one individual. I'm not working for anypony besides Princess Luna and Princess Celestia the great war that ended in baelfire. My mission is one of healing Lifebloom. The war is over Equestria and Zebrica both lost that war, nopony won that war in fact we all lost more than you could ever imagine Lifebloom. I do not know if the Princesses survived or not but my duty is to Equestria and all who live in Equestria whether they be pony, griffon, dragon, zebra, diamond dog, it matters not the wasteland needs help, all need help one way or another. There are ponies out there not only ponies but griffons dragons zebras minotaurs buffalo in need of hope I intend to give them that hope. As for the Enclave.” sigh, “I hope there are some up there that still hold what it truly means to be ponies and decide to help instead of trying to wipe out the ponies below the clouds. You do not have my trust no pony here does here except one or two depending on whos in the tower Littlepip and her group does as dose Dj Pon 3 who is honest with the news he tells and tries to assist everypony and the non-pony communities of this baelfire blasted lands. ” I said.
“Let’s get back to why I am here Lifebloom I came to offer supplies and support as well as do a live broadcast with Dj Pon 3 to recruit new members who wish to honestly help everypony out there not just for caps but to really make a difference out there Littlepip A.K.A the stable dweller is doing what she can to help out there. There is more going on than raiders slavers there is pretty much a civil war going on within Equestria powers fighting each other for what is left of Equestria Steel Rangers and Outcast Rangers fighting each other This saposted Goddess and her Alicorns and than we have Redeye all fighting over the scraps or trying to dominate and bring this wasteland under there hoof, claw or talon whatever the power mongers have. I do not wish to rule Equestria I just want to help heal Equestria. Redeye is right in some ways but he is going about it the wrong way, what equestria needs is for everypony to come together once more in harmony to really begin the healing process. I have no doubt that there are ponies out there that have no true education. I know that there are probably certified doctors out there that came from a stable. I could teach or help ponies who are in the medical field truly learn medicine to save even more lives with real skill instead of relying on healing potions the odd autodoc and so on. There is only so much one can do without having the Knowledge needed to perform repairs construction manufacturing there will of course be ponies whose talents lie in those fields of expertease. I plan to assist all who need it whether it's teaching training or fighting against the ponies like Redeye or whoever tries to destroy what is left of Equestria. Equestria is hurting Lifebloom. The road I’m on is a long one. It's not going to be fixed with a clap of my hooves. I am only one Pegasus pony on a mission of mercy. I’ll Freely give aid to anypony who asks for it. All I would ask in return is scrap junk broken and useless equipment. That I could use to help out more.” I said.
“Would you eliminate the threat of these slavers that are camping on our doorstep?” Lifebloom asked. 
“I’m sure you already know that, that would not help you in the long run Lifebloom. Not with what Littlepip has told me and I know she’s told Homage about it I could see it in her eyes when we landed.” I said.
“Oh I know!” Lifebloom looked at Homage. “Very well General we will trade with you and accept any assistance you can provide and I’ll look into who hired the mercs that went after you.” Lifebloom said.
“Good please have a list of needed supplies ready for me after my meeting with Pon 3 I will supply a list prices for said supply or speak with Daisy Streaks my quartermaster She is in Ranger Power armor just ask somepony In armor to speak with her and she will be informed than we can do business. Anything to do with medical you would need to speak with my Chief Medical Officer Misty Sparks. She is also In Ranger armor but has the Ministry of Peace butterflies on her armors forelegs and saddlebags. Word of warning though: Do not try and confiscate any ammo from my unit guarding the Tortoise on the landing pad there protecting the supplies until there ether paid for and are there for the protection of everypony.” I said getting a nod of understanding from Lifebloom.
“Good day Lifebloom I have an appointment to keep, Homage after you.” I said.
We left the room collected our sidearms from the security chief. 20 minutes later we exited the elevator to the M.A.S.E.B.S. this is where Storm and I got a shock when Homage walked up to a mic that rose from the floor her horn lighting up and she spoke.
“Good Evening Wastelanders This is your old pal Dj Pon 3 bringin you the news and a special announcement Tonight we have somepony here Live that's right my little ponies this is a live special broadcast. With me in the studio is General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airgard I have mentioned her and her companion before she’s here tonight to speak to you all so please give her your ears.” Homage said. 
“Thank You Dj.” I gave Homage a look that said we will talk later about this. “Hello everypony My name is General Cloud Striker of the Equestrian Airgard. I know some of you may have questions and I’ll try and answer them. Safe to say I’m a relic from the war I have been asleep for 200 years in what is known as cryo sleep kind of a hibernation of sorts suspended animation to use the technical term My second in command and I awoke to find our unit dead 17 years ago due to damage to the power supply that supplied there cryo pods. That is not the reason I’m on the radio right now. I need assistance from anypony willing to help make a difference out there. I'm offering a chance to learn or to be trained in medical, and combat. Together all of us can make a difference. We can make a better and safer tomorrow for everypony. This is a recruitment message for anypony who would like to make a better tomorrow for everypony out there The Stable Dweller is one such hero I commend her on her spirit she’s doing what she can to make things better and she’s not alone My unit is at the service of Equestria to help out Whether it is an escort someplace I offering my services to those who need it. As some of you know I am a Pegasus as is my second in command and some of my unit are also pegasi but I have Unicorns and earth ponies as well. Hell I potentially may have griffons in my unit in the near future. You will be given more info on what you would be doing and how you can make a better and safer tomorrow. When you meet me in the flesh. Contact the author of the wasteland survival guide Ditzy Doo to arrange a meeting. She is our Trade Liaison. She will also arrange trade convoys or caravans with us to take supplies we can provide. We can also train ponies to protect said caravans or convoys. You could also talk to Homage at Tenpony Tower Dj Pon 3’s assistant for pick up arrangements. I wish to help out there as much as I can. I'm only one pony. I have ponies and we have some steel ranger outcasts who are willing and able to help this is a call not just a recruitment announcement. Also to any Pegasi of the Grand Pegasus Enclave listening in to this broadcast. All I can say is this: You all should be ashamed of yourselves instead of helping your fellow ponies you hide above that cloud cover you are keeping The War has been over for 200 years we are still trying to recover from the after effects of that war. I feel ashamed for those who live under the lies and slander the Enclave spouts constantly to keep the pegasi population above the clouds. The Grand Pegasus Enclave makes me feel ashamed to be a pegasus, but I can not help what I was born as I am one of the TRUE Pegasi left one who knows the real meaning of honor and loyalty I honestly can’t call myself a pegasus because I am an Equestrian Pegasus one who has seen combat and what Equestria was before the war and what Equestria can become again with everypony griffon dragon donkey buffalo minotaurs assistance Equestria can thrive once again. It’s my mission to see equestria prosper once more to see her green and healthy where everypony can eat fresh food and drink clear clean water and live in harmony once more. Equestria is my home has been for 226 years. I'm no ghoul pony. I have seen what has become of Equestria. This is not going to be an easy fix. The road will be long and it will be hard but Equestria can rise again. This is General Cloud Striker and I am one pony who will make a difference out there one way or another. Have a Good Night Everypony.” I said.
“Well that is a lot to take in General but I’m sure there will be ponies out there who would like to know what you mean or how you plan on completing this task or mission as you say. If I can ask who gave you this mission you are on?” Homage asked.
“Well Dj If you must know my orders that I am following to the best of my ability come straight from Princess Luna Herself and were sealed within the com logs before I left to follow those orders and there real they may have been the very last orders I received before I went into cryo sleep and was set up in case the worst happened and the magaspells fell. Now if you will excuse me Dj I have supplies to Offload.” I said. “Of course General you have a good night. Anyway everypony Its that time again. This is your friend Dj Pon 3 telling you the truth no matter how much it hurts. Here's a little Sweetie Belle followed up by Velvet Remedy and a good Night to all of you.” Homage said in farewell. 
I was still standing there looking at Homage. “Well Homage or should I say Dj?”  I asked,
“It’s okey Cloud Striker no pony knows here In Tenpony besides a select few that know that I’m Dj Pon 3 it gives me some freedom to be who I am.” says Homage.
“Think of Dj Pon 3 as my call sign Cloudy Joy.” She added. 
“Ah... alright anyway I have trade and dealing to deal with not to mention I need to get ponies ready just in case. Plus I’m sure Daisy would like to visit her daughters at some point.” I said within earshot of said mare getting a happy squeal from her.
I laughed. “I am sure they would like to see you in your armor dear.” I said getting a nod from Daisy.
The elevator doors opened and out came Lifebloom walking up to us.
“Yes Lifebloom?” I asked.
“The others agree that a trade and supply partnership would be beneficial to everypony in Tenpony and do not wish to anger you. Here is a list of supplies we need and one that we could use but do not require.” Lifebloom said handing me the lists. 
Littlepip walked up. “Do you need a place that you can safely set up, say a supply outpost or recruitment center? Due to some unpleasant business with the cheese shop owner Monterey Jack I own his shop and residence plus I can even offer you a fixed location at R-7 that you can have a recruiting office there. I have yet decided what to do with the property I have here in Tenpony.” Littlepip said.
“You might own the shop Littlepip but you can not run it because you're not a citizen of Tenpony we could get the process going for you to gain citizenship but that can take a long time to achieve your best bet would be to sell the shop to a citizen and be done with it.” Said Lifebloom
My eyebrow shot up. “You have a shop here in Tenpony?” I asked Littlepip not even paying attention to Lifeblooms explanation.
“Well Yes Monterey Jack the former owner tried to rob me when I left the stable after freeing Him from slavers and since I was the one who he tried to rob I gained everything he had left including the title and deed to the shop and his residence but since I’m not a citizen they have told me the best thing for me to do would be to sell the shop and home I guess you could say, It would take me 2 to 4 years to get citizenship to legally run said shop.” Littlepip said.
“I see, That shop could be very very useful not only as a recruitment center but to also as a come to for Supplies for those in Tenpony that we can resupply easley, plus we get scrap and from the tower and others who might come seeking supplies and we could sell cheese considering it was a cheese shop.” I said with a thoughtful look on my face.
“I don’t think the society will allow such an arrangement to be made.” Said Lifebloom.
“Lifebloom from what I hear is that Littlepip owns said shop granted she is not a citizen but that does not stop her from owning said shop If she were to sell the Equestrian Airguard said shop Tenpony Tower would potentially gain a weapons dealer that will sell weapons that are in mint or near mint condition not to mention would gain more security that would be an extremely trained military force on lone to the tower. Plus a citizen could help run this shop giving employment to ponies as well as giving others an opportunity to gain citizenship. Or you can deny that Tenpony would benefit from such an arrangement. Though I will say this much Tenpony would have no say in the prices of said supplies or what the store would sell Considering that the shop was a cheese shop we could provide weekly supply runs on fresh food supplies provided the refrigerators are in good repair. Be grateful that I know how to repair or if need be to replace said refrigerators to keep foods fresher and longer.” I said.
Lifebloom looked thoughtful. “I will talk with the others I can not say that they will agree to this, though if what you say is true I think they might go along with it.” Lifebloom said.
“Be advised Lifebloom if this does happen, that store will not be controlled by the Tenpony Twilight Society and will be under the protection of the Equestrian Military any guards security left here will be protecting this store and what it holds Do not press that the Twilight Society has full access to everything that the Airgard brings in as there right because they run this tower until there paid for there still the property of the airgard.” I said…
“We are offering up a lot of good that can be for everypony not for the sake of a few I have no clue what this Society is about except what the founders of the little cult that I am very sure that Twilight Sparkle herself squashed towards the end of the war and even demanded that they disband completely and totally because of what they believed Twight to be. Still I am willing to assist the ponies of Tenpony Tower because it is the right thing to do, but with the issues I have had so far when being here in the tower or being targeted by somepony here in the tower.
I will not fault everypony here for the actions of a few.” I said.
“Very well General.” Lifebloom replied. 
“Talk to your fellow Society members about this Cheese shop I have been offered by the respected Owner of said shop about making it the outpost for the Air Guards trade and Recruitment station here in Tenpony. I want to go forward with this Idea Littlepip offered the use or outright selling it to us. Again be warned Lifebloom should this happen the shop will be under the protection of the Equestrian military and has no say within the tower per say this shop would be military property but will abide by the rules of the tower. Should something happen against the laws of the tower I am to be informed of it so I can be present to deal with it. I have a copy of the laws of this tower. The laws are excessive and may not be the right way of going about it but I have no say in the way this tower is run.  On another note the supplies you requested are being offloaded send your security chief to speak to me or My quartermaster Daisy about ammo or weapons. Provided that all procedures are followed we are offering up training as well for security personnel in weapon maintenance and proper uses for said weapons that go beyond pointing and firing said weapon and hoping to hit your target.” I said getting a nod from Lifebloom.
Footnote Cloud Striker Level up Storm Level Up 
No new perks acquired 
Misty Sparks Level up 
Medical training 85% complete 
Possible Cheese shop for recruitment and trade location for Supply distribution from Tenpony tower.
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After gearing back up I went to look for Daisy to see how she and the girls were doing or how they reacted to their mother in Power Armor. Safe to say both were going over the armor quite closely. I actually giggled when I saw them almost literally climbing all over Daisy’s armored back looking at everything they could without dismantling the armor which I'm glad to say Daisy said no to them on that. “Ah so here you are Gunny I was hoping you would have at least brought your girls to work we got supplies to distribute after all plus I’m expecting the Head of security to be hunting you down on the Prices for ammo as well as weapons and speak of the Chief and here she is.” I said.
“Oh hello General Ladies not having any trouble are we?” She asked.
“No ma’am no trouble just saying hi to my fillys letting them know I’m still kicking so to speak.” Daisy replied. 
“Oh? I didn’t know you had Fillies here in the tower? And you are? Asked the Security Chief.
“Daisy Streaks Formerly of the Steel Rangers of Manehattan Former trader leader incharge of security Mother of these two, also Quartermaster for the Equestrian Airguard under General Cloud Striker.” Daisy replied.
“Oh good I’ve been looking for you. I would like to acquire ammo and weapons for tower security.” She said,
“Really now how interesting considering how I knew you were going to search one of us out for such considering your predecessors hounding of my ponies trying to acquire ammo we had on our last stop here trying to get all of it even though what we carried on us was not for sale or even up for trade considering the weapons we equipped on our battlesadles we had personal ammo that wasn't up for sale or even trade especially since we had no clue what we would be facing out there we had what supplies we could carrie to restock our saddles should we run low now that we are here to open trade relations with the tower the first thing you are looking for is to acquire ammo and weapons to outfit your security. Trades will be opened shortly. The Gunny here will handle all trade deals when it comes to ammo and arms for she is the quartermaster and a former trader that serviced this tower with her husband. Her two daughters are residents of this tower and she was visiting them to see how they were doing and what they possibly needed that we could provide of course nothing comes freely in the wasteland now does it bartering for goods or supplies can be a difficult process if I remember correctly deals are made goods exchanged services provided so on so forth.” I replied, getting a nod of agreement from the chief of security.
“So wait for your turn please the armors have a chance to acquire needed material for their business come see Daisy when she has a chance to set up and place some of the trade good on display she’s only one pony after all, she can't be everywhere at once or even to service everypony at one time we will of course do business with security for you have a tough job to do I understand it all to well for I've been in the military for a very long time I know the ins and outs of security work done enough of it for a half dozen liftimes.” I commented.
Looking around at the armors in the store I couldn’t help but smile. 
“Looks like you girls are doing well even if most of your business so far has been with Security and the few Traders or merchants that come through anyway I have armor that could help speak to your mom about it when she’s had time to properly set up. Have you thought about what was talked about on our last visit to the tower about Caravans?” I asked, getting nods from both girls.
“We have and are looking for somepony to put in charge of the goods and find somepony to put in charge of security for said caravan. We don’t want to be completely reliant on your group for protection but we will keep your unit or units as an option for that roll.” they said, getting a nod from me. 
“Understandable, I don't blame you at all for wishing to complete something on your own. Take it you’ll be hiring for the trader position as well considering you can’t both leave the tower to do the route or is it that you can’t leave because you both work in conjunction with each other.” I said.
“We work in conjunction with each other when it comes to the armors we make.” They replied in sync.
I looked at the two of them then to Daisy and the ceiling “Oh sweet Celestia and Luna there doing the twin thing that can drive ponies mad if not careful.” I sighed in reply, getting giggles out of the girls.
I turn to them after a giggle myself “Anyway Lifebloom is talking to the others about the Cheese shop offered up to the Airgard by Littlepip as a supply port and Recruiter station, we may need to do so in Friendship city as well that way we can get more ponies out there helping there is only so much we can do on our own. Girls if you happen to get somepony willing to do your caravan route can you have them pass the work around that we're looking for a few good ponies that wish to help but don’t know how to go about it?” I asked them.
“Sure General.” Rosey replied.
“Anyway we should be getting back to the Tortuous so we can get things in place one of you should come with us to the Tortuous so you can get the things we brought for your shop.” I said, getting a nod from them.
to Be Continued
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