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		Description

Princess Celestia knows that her former student, Sunset Shimmer, can handle anything thrown at her. But when you take into account the fact that said princess must first look out for her subjects, she decides to send over a guard in order to protect the portal and the innocent lives in Canterlot High. The only question is, who? 
Sunset Shimmer is thrilled! She and her friends and use magic in the human world after all! But she comes to a sudden realization, if word of magic gets into the wrong hands, lives may be in danger. She frantically brings this up with her friends and they all stress over it until her book starts vibrating on the desk nearby.
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		Prologue: A Series of Unfortunate Events



	"...Sunset and her friends saved Camp Everfree and retained their newfound powers."
Princess Celestia sighs as she reads Twilight Sparkle's latest letter about Sunset's adventures.
“What tis it sister?” A voice sounds from behind her. The Princess of the Sun turns to find her counterpart and younger sister, Princess Luna.
“Twilight’s recent letter about Sunset Shimmer’s adventures.” Celestia replies. “I’m worried that something may happen to them, something they may not be able to handle.”
“Why not send somepony then? Twilight Sparkle perhaps?” Luna says, walking up to stand by her sister.
“Twilight has duties to attend to, besides, as much as it pains me to admit it, we need somepony who won’t hesitate to finish the job.” Celestia says
“You want someone who can kill?” Luna asks. Celestia winces, but nods. “Then we should send Shining Armor.”
“I will not separate him from Cadence.” Celestia says. Luna nods.
“Then ask for his suggestion.” Luna retorts. Celestia nods and her horn lights up in a golden sheen as a quill and paper appear. Celestia and Luna lie down as the elder sister begins to write.
Three days later.

Princess Celestia, Princess Luna, and Princess Twilight wait in the throne room. Shining Armor had returned to Canterlot briefly to review every member of the Royal Guard and the Night Guard before returning to the Crystal Empire to review the members of the Crystal Guard. Shining Armor had singled out two, one was an Earth Pony by the name of Rouge Stockjaw, Rouge had declined, stating that he couldn’t leave his family. The three Princess understood completely. The second was a Pegasus by the name of Shade Bladedancer. A knock from the door catches the three Princess’s attention.
“Come in.” Celestia calls. The guardpony stationed outside the throne room enters.
“Your Majesties, may I introduce Shade Bladedancer, recruit of the Crystal Guard!” The Guardpony announces. Celestia nods as a forest green Pegasus with a dark gray mane and tail walks in. His eyes are a dull green, almost lifeless. The only light color was his cutie mark, a crossed sword and scythe, both a metallic silver. Shade walks forwards and then bows.
“Shade Bladedancer reporting in Your Majesties.” The Pegasus says.
“Rise My Little Pony.” Celestia smiles. Shade does so. “Shade Bladedancer, do you know why we summoned you?”
“No ma’am.” Shade replies. “But I must assume it involves a mission, although I don’t know why you’d choose somepony as insignificant as me to do so.”
“It has to do with your ability to kill.” Luna bluntly states. Everypony but the Princess of the Moon winces. Shade’s mane shades over his eyes.
“I kill one pony in self defense and everyone thinks I’m either a cold-blooded murder or a battle-hardened soldier.” He mutters. Shade then sighs, looking up at the Princesses. “What’s the mission?” The three Princesses look to each other.
“Twilight, if you’d please?” Celestia asks, her former student nods.
“Shade, since you are in the Crystal Guard, I’d assume you know what happened when Sunset Shimmer stole my crown?” Twilight asks, the Pegasus nods. “Well, in Sunset’s new world, she and her friends have certain magical abilities. Princess Celestia fears that the wrong people, err, ponies may try to obtain those powers and attack Equestria. We want you to, um…” Twilight trails off as she notices Shade’s lifeless gaze on her.
“So you want me to cross through the portal and protect it and any non-hostiles? With lethal force if necessary?” Shade asks. Twilight nods. “Alright, sure, why not?”
“But what of your family?” Twilight asks, as the two Royal Sisters look to each other.
“Ain’t got one. Orphaned, never met ‘em.” Shade shrugs. “When do I start?”
“Well, I have to contact Sunset, but we’ll know soon enough.” Twilight muses as she turns to her two fellow Princess. “Shall we return to my castle?”
“Let us. Shade, will you come with us?” Celestia asks, smiling as Luna and Twilight begin talking to each other as the walk out, bright smiles on both of their faces.
“I got nothing better to do.” Shade grunts. “I just need to fly over to the Crystal Empire to get my gear. I may not be able to make a sonic rainboom, but I’m a decently fast flyer. I’ll be back in a hour or two if that’s alright Princess?” Celestia nods.
“Very well, safe travels, we will meet in the Castle of Friendship.” Celestia says, leading Shade to the nearby balcony. Shade bows once again before taking off in a green blur. Celestia chuckles. “Acts like Rainbow Dash.”


One hour later.
Shade flaps his wings one last time as he lands, he nods to the few guards of the Castle of Friendship. Showing them his ID, he walks in as Twilight exits the throne room.
“Princess Twilight.” Shade says as he bows.
“No need to bow Shade.’ Twilight smiles. Shade nods. His dulls gray eyes gain a slight light to them.
“What’s the status on the mission? Am I cleared to cross?” Shade asks.
“I wrote to Sunset, I should get a reply soon.” Twilight says. Shade nods.
“Is there a room in which I can rest for a bit?” Shade asks, Twilight cocks an eyebrow. “I haven’t slept in a couple days.” Twilight chuckles and directs him over to a couch where Shade passes out on. Twilight chuckles as Luna walks in. The Princess of the Night drapes a wing over Twilight as the Princess of Friendship nuzzles into Luna’s neck.
“I worry for him Luna.” Twilight says as the two walk out.
“Why is that dearest?” Luna asks. Twilight looks to her.
“His eyes are lifeless, Luna. I fear that whatever happened when he was younger haunts him. He said that he’s killed once, maybe it had a stronger impact on him than he lets off.” Twilight says. Luna nods. “Let’s hope that Sunset and her friends might do something about it.  


In the human world.
Sunset sighs as her friends frantically talk between themselves. She had just brought up the fact that some people might want to use them for their magic. She was about to suggest to ask Princess Twilight for help when her book starts vibrating. Opening it, she reads the quick message from Princess Twilight.
“Uh, girls?” Sunset says. “Looks like Princess Twilight thought of the same thing. She wants to send someone from Equestria to defend the portal the school.”
“What are you waiting for then, Darling?” Rarity asks, “Tall her to send them on over!” Sunset rolls her eyes and smiles, grabbing a pencil and writing back to Princess Twilight.

	
		Book 1: Chapter 1: Through the mirror.



	Twilight and Luna were reading together in the library when Sunset’s message came through. Twilight picks up the book with a flash of purple aura. Luna moves over to read over the lavender Alicorn’s shoulder. 
“Dear Twilight,
How ironic! We were just discussing that some possibility here. The girls were actually freaking out about it when we got your message. We’ll meet you at the portal. See you soon!
Your Friend. 
Sunset Shimmer” 
Twilight smiles and she nods to Luna. Luna gives a very un-princess like grin. 
“Shall I wake him?” Luna says, with a mischievous undertone in her voice. Twilight sighs but nods. Luna’s smirk doesn’t leave her face and she enters the room Shade is sleeping in. Taking a seat right next to him, the Princess of the Night lowers her head next to his ear. “WAKE UP!” The castle itself shakes under the volume of Luna’s Royal Canterlot Voice. Shade shoots up, a hidden blade on his hoof springing out has he hovers near the ceiling, looking for a threat. Luna bursts out laughing as Twilight hits the floor. Shade signs as his blade retracts back into the gauntlet. 
“Princess, if you did that to any other recruit they'd either have stabbed you or wet themselves.” Shade says, landing back on the couch. It takes a few more minutes for both Twilight and Luna to calm down. 
“I’m sorry, it was just too easy.” Luna says, wiping a tear from her eye. Shade sighs. 
“Shade, Sunset replied, we can head through the portal now.” Twilight says. Shade nods, standing up and following Twilight. “Luna, please go get Princess Celestia please.” Luna nods and goes down a separate hallway. Twilight leads Shade through the halls in silence, until she couldn’t take it anymore. “So, you nervous for the mission?” Shade looks up at her. 
“Not really.” Shade says. “But then, I’m trained to say I’m not nervous. In reality I’m terrified.” Shade stops by a window and stares out at Ponyville. “I don’t do well in social situations. I’m jumpy, and draw my blade at the littlest shadows of the night. I won’t do well socially in that world, but I damn will be sure I’ll protect it.” Twilight looks back at Shade and smiles. 
“Well said Shade Bladedancer.” Celestia’s voice rings. Twilight and Shade turn to the Princess of the Sun. Shade bows, but Celestia waves it off. “I assume you’re ready?” Shade nods. 
“I got my weapons in my bag and my hidden blades. Money and food will be useless so I’ll figure that out later.” Shade says. “My bow is in its case and a pack full of arrows. I’m set Princess.” Celestia smiles. 
“We will accompany you until you are acquainted with Sunset Shimmer and her friends.” Celestia says. 
“Um… Princess Celestia.” Twilight starts. “Sunset still is somewhat afraid to face you.” 
“I know Twilight, but I wish to see her face to face, I need to personally alleviate her fears.” Celestia says. Twilight nods. The four enter the room containing the mirror. “Twilight if you’d please?” Twilight puts the book on the pedestal and the machine starts up. 
“We’re good to go!” Twilight shouts. “Just go on in Shade! We will be right behind you!” Shade nods and walks towards the portal, but trips on the frame and stumbles through. 
“Ah SHIIIIIIIIIIIIIII…” Shade’s voice is cut off as flies through the mirror. The three Princesses blink comically. 
“Okay then.” Twilight says. 
In the human world

Sunset and her friends were lounging around the portal. They’ve been there for a couple minutes and the seven were playing a card game known as Exploding Kittens. 
“Rainbow! I ATTACK YOU!” Pinkie Pie shouts, putting down the Targeted Attack card in the discard pile. “TAKE TWO TURNS!” 
“DAMN IT PINKIE!” Rainbow shouts, eyeing the upturned imploding kitten card on the top of the deck. “I’m out, game over for me.” Pinkie crackles madly as Rainbow fumes. The rest of the girls burst out laughing. Sunset notices the statue base start shimmering. 
“IIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTT!” A voice shouts, fling out of the portal and crashing onto the ground. Sunset’s group puts the game on hold as they eye the newcomer. He was tall, a good six foot. His skin was a faded forest green and his hair was a dark gray. He was wearing a black t-shirt with a metallic silver sword and scythe in a crossed shape, green cargo pants and black combat boots. He had a black bookbag in the same pattern as his shirt. The male sits up and rubs his head. “I should’ve watched my hooves.” His eyes open to reveal a dull emerald. “Hello. Sunset Shimmer and company I presume?” Sunset nods as the portal lights up and Princess Twilight steps through, along with two others crashing in the same manner as the boy. 
“Twilight!” Sunset says, hugging the princess. 
“This is gonna be weird.” Sci-Twi groans, much to the laughter of every coherent person around. Princess Twilight giggles as she goes and helps up Princess Luna and Princess Celestia. Sunset gulps as she sees Celestia. The Princess of the Sun looks around a bit before her eyes look onto Sunset’s. Celestia’s face was unreadable as she strides up to her former student
"Sunset Shimmer.” Celestia says. Sunset was effectively sweating bullets. Suddenly Celestia pulls her into a hug. “It’s good to see that you’re doing alright.” Tears leak from Sunset’s eyes as she returns the hug. 
“It’s good to see you too Princess.” Sunset says. The two share the moment before Luna clears her voice, the two look over to her as Luna gestures towards Shade, who has a faceful of Pinkie Pie as she stares intently into his eyes. 
“YOU’RE NOT HAPPY!” Pinkie suddenly shouts, startling Shade. 
“I’m….. sorry?” Shade says. 
“You’re not happy enough, so Imma throw you a party tonight!” Pinkie says, pulling out a notebook and writing in it. Blade sweatdrops. 
“Ehehe.” Princess Twilight chuckles. “Twilight, I’m going to call you Sci-Twi for this meeting, alright?” Sci-Twi nods. “Girls, this is Shade Bladedancer, Shade, this is Sunset Shimmer, Applejack, Rarity, Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy, and Sci-Twi.” Shade nods to them as he stands. 
“Hello. It’s a pleasure to meet your acquaintance. I hope to at least get on good terms with you all.” Shade says. The girls give a chorus or replies. Sunset smiles at him and pats his shoulder. 
“Girls, this also is Princess Celestia, and Princess Luna.” Princess Twilight says, and everyone repeats the action. 
“Well, I see Shade has acquainted himself we must return.” Princess Twilight nods. Hugging her friends and Sci-Twi, she pats Shade’s shoulder and returns with Luna. Celestia gives Sunset another hug. 
“I must go, Sunset, don’t be a stranger, and look after Shade for me.” Celestia says. Sunset nods. “Shade, keep them all safe.” 
“It’s my job Ma’am, I won’t let you down.” Shade says. Celestia smiles, before walking through the portal. An awkward silence echoes in the area. 
“Sooo.” Sunset starts. “Shade, you wanna learn how to play Exploding Kittens?” Shade looks to her like she’s crazy as she smirks. “It’s a card game, I’ll tell you about it while we finish our current game before we deal you in.” The now group of eight return to the blanket as the girls continue their card game. Shade taking a seat next to Sunset to learn the rules of the game.
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		Book 1: Chapter 2 SURPRISE!


			Author's Notes: 
Please read this. It will tell you my plans for this story.



	After a few more games of Exploding Kittens, in which Shade lost every single one. The group decided to head over to Sugarcube Corner. Pinkie had run on ahead, muttering something about a party. Shade groans as the rest of the group laughs. 
“Why are you so adverse to a party?” Rarity asks. Shade sighs. 
“Once you’ve done and seen the things I have,” Shade starts, looking off into the distance. “It makes it really hard to stay positive.” He shakes his head. “Some shadows will always follow me.” His dull eyes scan over his companions. “But you don’t need to worry about my problems. I’ll deal with my demons on my own time.” Shade walks on slightly ahead of the group. Applejack begins to move up to comfort him when a hand on her shoulder holds her back. The country girl looks back to see Sunset shaking her head. 
“Trust me AJ, it’s best if we stay out of it.” Sunset says. 
“Why?” Applejack asks. 
“Because until he tells us his past, we have no right to press.” Sci-Twi says suddenly. Sunset nods. Applejack sighs but nods. Sunset smiles as she catches up to Shade. 
“Sugarcube Corner is just up ahead.” Sunset says. Shade nods. “I must warn you. Pinkie’s parties can be a bit..” 
“Overboard?” Shade offers. Sunset nods. “Thanks for the warning.” 
“No problem, us Equestrians need to stick together.” Sunset says, hitting his shoulder. Shade nods in agreement. 
“Fair enough.” He says. The group walks in silence, well, Shade did while the girls talked amongst themselves. Suddenly Rarity speaks up. 
“Shade, Princess Twilight had told us our distinct emblems on our clothes was a mark that signifies our special talent in Equestria. Might I ask what you're means?” The girl asks. Shade nods. 
“Blade and melee combat proficiency.” Shade says. “Which was why I was chosen for this mission, my talent is attack oriented. Unlike most of the other Guard’s talents, which mainly lean towards shielding and defense.” The male stops and stares at the setting sun. “Equestria has no use for attack based talents.”
“Why is that dear?” Rarity asks.
“Equestria is extremely peaceful, there isn't even a military.” The guard says. “There isn't even political tensions. The only species that harbors ill intent is the Changelings. Saddle Arabia has had issues of terrorist cells but it hasn't spread.” Shade stops for a second. “That's partially because of the Headhunters.”
“Headhunters?” Sunset asks, “I don't recall a name like that.” 
“I'm not surprised, it's an elite, covert unit comprised entirely of attack based talents. Princess Celestia directly gives them missions and allied countries ask for their aid. However, there cannot be any ties to any nation in the unit, so they are all alone. They mostly handle suicide missions, hardly anyone lives to see another mission after their first.” A deafening silence echoes throughout the group.
“How do you know that?” Sunset whispers. Shade looks to her. 
“They're the reason I was recruited, after basic I was going to join their ranks.” He says. Seeing the shocked faces around him, he sighs. “The world isn't very accepting to those with talents like mine. They view it as anti-peaceful. So all Headhunters decided to use their talents only once, to protect peace, even if we have to look like criminals to do it. I was scheduled to finish basic in three days, and have my first mission two days later. All missions are two man or solo operations, so the world wouldn't miss us when we died.” That's when Shade stops talking and starts walking again. Only Sunset heard him whisper, “Not that anyone would miss me in the first place.” 
The rest of the walk was in an eerie silence. The girls were still processing what Shade said and Shade himself was giving them time to cope. When they turned onto Sugarcube Corner’s street, the girls were talking amongst themselves again. Most of them would steal small glances at Shade, the only exceptions being Rainbow Dash, Applejack, and Sunset. All three knew that Shade would appreciate them not trying to examine him with their minds, or to figure out his past based off his body language. (Fluttershy was surprisingly good at that.) Sunset grins at the darkened windows of the Corner.
“Shade, may I present Sugarcube Corner!” Sunset says, as her friends make their way inside. The male eyes the darkened inside warily. 
“Great, surprises.” He sighs while Sunset laughs. 
“It isn't as bad as you think. Pinkie is just trying to be nice.” Sunset smirks. 
“I know, I'm just not used to people being nice to me.” Shade replies. 
“You've caught on to our mannerism, grammar, and how to use that body surprisingly fast.” Sunset notes. Shade shrugs. 
“I guess it has to do with my talent, blade and melee requires very agile and fluid movements, so I guess I adapted to the body pretty quickly,” He says. “I was a Pegasus so I didn't rely on magic and I can feel the power in my legs built for speed. I learn quick on grammar because I don't talk and just listen.” Sunset nods. 
“Well, let's head inside then.” She quips. Shade nods. He enters Sugarcube Corner after Sunset. He makes it about halfway into the room when the lights flip on. 
“SURPRISE!” A mass of people shout, Shade winces as the volume attack his ears. Sunset was smirking as he rubs his ear. Party accessories were everywhere, and Pinkie was standing behind…
“Is that a cannon?” Shade asks. Pinkie nods excitedly before firing it off, streamers and other assortments flying from the barrel. “That is officially the strangest thing I've seen.” Sci-Twi laughs. 
“That's Pinkie being Pinkie.” She says, adjusting her glasses. Shade nods, grabbing a glass of punch. “I wouldn’t drink that.” The male raises an eyebrow at that while he takes a swig. 
“You’re talking about the hot sauce, right?” He asks after he puts down the cup. Sci-Twi nods. “I like it, adds a kick.” Sci-Twi grins and Shade just stays back and watches the party. 
“SHADE!” Pinkie shouts. The pink haired girl appears from seemingly nowhere. “How’s the party? Fun right?” Shade smiles and nods. 
“Another brilliant party Pinkie Pie.” A voice says from behind Shade. 
“Principal Celestia!” Pinkie shouts. Shade turns to see a tall woman with an uncanny resemblance to Princess Celestia. “Thanks! Principal, this is Shade Bladedancer! Princess Twilight sent him!” The human Celestia looks at him. 
“Ah yes, Sunset told me earlier that Princess Twilight would be sending someone over. Welcome to our world Shade.” Celestia says. Shade nods. 
“Pleased to be here Ma’am.” He replies. “I assume you’re the one I must speak to concerning the matter of my enrollment?” Celestia nods. 
“Yes, however we will discuss that tomorrow.” Celestia says. Shade nods. 
“Very well then.” He says. Celestia smiles and moves off to join her sister. Shade nods to Pinkie and she grins. Pinkie bounces away while 
Shade chuckles. After a while, the party dies out. All that remain is the main 7 and Shade. 
“Thanks for helping clean up everyone!” Pinkie says. Shade nods. 
“Shade, where are you going to sleep?” Fluttershy asks. The male shrugs. 
“I got a tent. I’ll figure something out.” He says. “I don’t have money to afford an inn.” 
“Just come stay with me.” Sunset says. “I got a spare room and some sheets.” 
“I don’t want to intrude Sunset.” Shade responds. 
“You won’t! Now ONWARDS!” Sunset suddenly shouts, grabbing Shade’s arm and dragging him after her.

	