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		Description

Cheerilee is the beloved teacher at the Ponyville Schoolhouse. The annual Ponyville Schoolhouse musical is a much-anticipated event and, due to her School Board connections, it is usually Diamond Tiara in the spotlight as the lead role. This year Cheerilee has a plan to help Diamond Tiara grow within herself and help another of her young students to shine!
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Cheerilee and the Ponyville Schoolhouse Musical
By BroadwayBound 

A media tie-in short story for children
All characters are trademarks of Hasbro Entertainment
No copyright infringement intended
This story was written in response to a challenge from a "Writing for Children" class to create a 1000-word story.

Cheerilee turned from the chalkboard to face the eager faces of the fillies and foals in her class. She had served as the Ponyville Schoolhouse teacher for the past several years and had known since her cutie mark had appeared as a filly, displaying three smiling daisies as a symbol of bringing joy to her students, that she was destined to be a teacher. There was no greater calling.
Taking a deep breath Cheerilee spoke once again to the class.
“I know you will all be very excited to hear what our annual Ponyville Schoolhouse musical will be.” She took in the smiles of anticipation on her student’s faces. “This year we will be staging the show Equestria! This production played in Manehatten for the past five years and was a huge hit. We will be the first school in Equestria to stage it!”
The class all clapped their hooves together and whistled sounds of delight. Everypony knew the musical Equestria! and every young filly wanted the opportunity to play one of the two leading roles: Princess Celestia and her sister Princess Luna, the rulers of their land. 
Cheerilee knew that the Ponyville Schoolhouse musical was a much anticipated event and that auditions tended to be rather competitive. One light pink young filly named Diamond Tiara was particularly known for making the whole process rather difficult. She was the foal of Ponyville elite socialites Filthy Rich and Spoilt Rich. Spoilt Rich also served on the school board and her financial contributions gave her a lot of power. This often resulted in Diamond Tiara getting all the leading roles. Cheerilee really wanted other young foals to have an opportunity this year and she felt confident enough as a teacher to make it happen. She wiped perspiration from her brow. 
“Many of you young foals will probably wish to play Princess Celestia or Princess Luna. However, we must remember that there are no small parts only small actors.” Cheerilee looked over in Diamond Tiara’s direction who was whispering to her best friend, grey filly Silver Spoon, about how they were the only choices for the two leading mares. 
“Diamond Tiara,” called Cheerilee from the front of the schoolhouse, “I have you in mind to run the publicity for the entire show. It will be a very big and important role and therefore will not allow you the time to perform on the stage.” 
Diamond Tiara opened her mouth to object when suddenly the thought of such an important role and her name and biography listed in the programme notes flashed through her mind. “Okay Miss Cheerilee,” she stated “But only if Silver Spoon can serve as my assistant” Silver Spoon, who did not want to serve as Diamond Tiara’s assistant, slumped in her chair. She knew there was no arguing with her best friend. “Fine.” agreed the teacher.
A young palomino filly, with a pink and mauve mane, named Sweetie Belle, was the classes most talented singer. Cheerilee smiled to herself satisfied that finally Sweetie Belle would have the chance to shine on stage. 
“Okay my little ponies, auditions will be the day after tomorrow, the character list is posted on the schoolhouse noticeboard and we will begin rehearsals in three days. I cannot wait to stage such an important show with you all!” singsonged Cheerilee. 
After the final bell and after every other pony had gone home Cheerilee packed her teaching saddlebag and trotted towards her cottage, only a few blocks from the Ponyville Schoolhouse. 
Her dear friend, light grey stallion, Royal Riff, with a white haired coif and cutie mark symbol of two musical treble clefs met her at the garden path. He looked up at her from the shiny jewels which lead the way up to the cottage door (a current trend from the Crystal Empire) and smiled. “Long day?” he asked.
“Well, everypony knows the news now and we will be the first school in Equestria to stage, well, Equestria!” Cheerilee let out a giggle at the overuse of their kingdom’s name. “Thank you for agreeing to serve as Music Director!”
“I wouldn’t be true to my cutie mark,” said Royal Riff, “if I didn’t keep my love of music alive through helping others. Just like you do with your teaching, Cheerilee. You’re the best!”
Cheerilee furrowed her brow and made a face that Royal Riff knew meant that she was feeling guilty about something. “I’m not so sure if I have been the best teacher today” she confessed. 
“What’s up?” questioned Royal Riff and together they trotted into her cottage and seated themselves on her comfortable sofas in a room decorated with books. 
“I have manipulated the system so that Diamond Tiara cannot star in another Ponyville Schoolhouse musical and I don’t know if that is right. I know it’s fair to let another pony have a chance but should I have interfered so much?” Cheerilee sipped on some chamomile tea. 
“I think there would be a revolt if Diamond Tiara was the lead once more. We have seen her belt out the leads in Hello Filly, Wicked: the untold story of Nightmare Moon, Whinnie Get Your Gun, and Annie the Orphan Filly! Enough is enough. Listen, do you believe Diamond Tiara will grow from running the publicity for the show?”
“Why yes, of course, I am not trying to punish her!” Cheerilee exclaimed
“There you go,” smiled Royal Riff “And now another pony can have a chance to shine. This is a win-win situation.” Royal Riff always knew how to cheer up his friend when she had a difficult day at school. 
Over the next two months Cheerilee, Royal Riff and the Ponyville Schoolhouse fillies and foals rehearsed Equestria the musical! Sweetie Belle had been selected to play the role of Princess Celestia. They sang through their songs, choreographed dance numbers, painted sets, made props and learned more about the founding of their land. A land that was built on the magic of friendship and continued to prosper through ponies of all colors and backgrounds using their destined cutie marks to make a difference in the lives of their fellow citizens. Cheerilee was proud to play her part as a teacher of the next generation. 
When at last opening night came Cheerilee could only smile and feel pleased that Diamond Tiara had used her power and influence to get not only their local princess, Twilight Sparkle, to attend but Princesses Celestia and Luna themselves. It was quite the honor. This was what it meant to help her students shine -whether on or off the stage. And as Sweetie Belle, a young filly who had been in the shadow of another pony for too long stepped out confidently on stage and beautifully sang, Equestria, My Home, Cheerilee knew that the future of her kingdom was in good hands. 
The End.
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