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		Description

Fluttershy befriends a seemingly friendly pony named Dream Catcher, a shy, sweet pony who almost knows Fluttershy like the back of her hoof. But things take a turn when Dream Catcher shows coldness toward Fluttershy's other friends, especially Discord. It's clear all she wants is Fluttershy, and she's willing to use any extreme to keep her...forever.
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Prologue


Someplace, in and yet not part of Equestria, there was a glorious meadow. It's state was that of eternal spring, with a continuous, warm breeze that blew through the pale grass. And even though there was a definite sense of comfort and beauty to this meadow, it would at times shift and become lucid, like an illusion or a mirage. The only thing standing out in this wide open meadow was a tall, thick willow tree, whose foliage barely touched the ground when swayed by the breeze. Beneath the large willow tree, two friends, fillies, were playing together. One of the fillies, a yellow pegasus with teal eyes, a pale pink mane, and three butterflies for her cutie mark, tapped the other filly lightly on the shoulder. 
"Tag. You're it!" she laughed. The other filly, a pony with a pitch black coat and a wavy pastel-green mane, narrowed her eyes and smiled mischievously.
"Alright, but you asked for it!" The two chased round and round the willow tree. The pony jumped onto the pegasus and the two of them rolled onto the grass, laughing out loud. Lying on their backs as they faced the wide open, pale blue sky.
"This is so much fun!" said the pony. The pegasus nodded, her gaze became distant as she thought of somepony who'd suddenly came to mind.
"I wish Rainbow Dash was here, she'd enjoy this too."
"Rainbow Dash?" inquired the pony.
"She's a new friend I met at flight camp. She helped stand up against some bullies that were picking on me." explained the pegasus. The memory of those mean colts laughing at her and telling her how she was a failure at flying. When Rainbow Dash had swooped in and told them to leave her alone, even challenging them to a race to defend her honor! Something nopony had done for her before.
"Oh really? What's she like?" the pony asked casually. The pegasus looked up into the sky and began to describe her new friend.
"She's very bold, athletic, and she treated me so nicely after she defended me from those colts. Not to mention she's the only pony back home that wanted to be my friend." The pony was silent and said sadly, "I suppose that means you have a new best friend, and you don't need me anymore." The pegasus sat up and looked at her friend, and she began to reassure her.
"No! You will always be my friend Eve. You were my first friend, and you always will be." Eve met the pegasus' eyes. 
"Really?" asked Eve. "You promise?" The pegasus smiled. 
"I promise. Friends forever." she said.
"Forever and eternity." said Eve. Both smiled shyly to each other. They were usually timid around other ponies, but here, they could say and express whatever they felt. They were friends, and in some ways like sisters. As if the two were made for each other. Eve turned, as if hearing something.
"I need to get going." said Eve sadly.
"Do you have to?"
"It'll be daylight soon, and the others might start to notice that I'm gone." The pegasus frowned, she didn't want her friend to leave so soon, but she couldn't force her. There were ponies other than her who cared for Eve too, and she couldn't be selfish in wanting all of Eve's attention.
"You'll come back again...right?" she asked. Eve gave her a bright smile as she looked at the pegasus from over her shoulder.
"I can think of nothing better." answered Eve. "Goodbye, Fluttershy." And off Eve galloped, disappearing like a mirage into the horizon. Fluttershy laid back against the willow tree, feeling herself get very sleepy. She smiled as well as she rested her eyes.
"Goodbye Eve." she whispered, and drifted off to sleep.
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Chapter 1


It was a pleasant day in Ponyville park, as its resident animal caregiver, Fluttershy, took her usual stroll down the path. She smiled to herself as she listened to the chirping birds, and breathed in the cool, fresh air. Her hooves trotted down the well-worn dirt path that wound through the park, stopping only now and then to greet a passing pony or little critter that poked its head from out of the bushes. Yes, it was indeed a relaxing time that Fluttershy enjoyed. The pleasantness ended when somepony shouted, "Look out!" Fluttershy turned her head to the source just behind her, only to collide with a pony who came crashing down on her.
"Ow." Both of them said. 
"Oh no, I didn't hurt you, did I?" asked the concerned pony. Fluttershy sat up, lightly flapping her wings to check and see that they were in working order. Then, she stood herself up and dusted herself off.
"Yes, I'm alright. Thank you for asking." said Fluttershy. She looked at the pony in question. She had a lint gray coat the same color as her eyes and a wavy pastel green mane with streaks of lavender, bangs fringing over her eyes. Her cutie mark was a dream catcher. Fluttershy tilted her head. She couldn't place it, but the pony was somehow familiar. The pony extended her hoof to the yellow pegasus.
"My name is Dream Catcher, and you are?" asked Dream Catcher. Fluttershy politely took her hoof and shook it.
"I'm Fluttershy." said Fluttershy. Dream Catcher smiled embarrassed.
"I'm sorry we couldn't meet under better circumstances. I just sorta tripped and lost my balance."
"Oh, that's okay, it's not your fault."
"Still, I let me at least make it up to you." said Dream Catcher insistently. "Let me take you out to Sugarcube Corner, it'll be my treat." Fluttershy wasn't sure if she wanted to, she'd only just met this pony today. 'It couldn't hurt to go to Sugarcube Corner with her, and it could be a chance to get to know her better.' Fluttershy sighed.
"Okay." she said. Dream Catcher beamed.
"Then it's settled, I promise you won't regret it." said Dream Catcher. Fluttershy smiled weakly as she followed the eager pony.


Fluttershy and Dream Catcher sat down together in Sugarcube Corner. Mrs. Cake stopped by their table and took their order.
"Well, what'll it be?" asked Mrs. Cake. 
"I'd like a slice of cream and carrot cake please." both girls said in unison. Dream Catcher giggled.
"Make that two slices please." she laughed. Mrs. Cake gave a nod, and went to fetch the cake.
"You like cream and carrot cake too?" asked Fluttershy. Dream Catcher shook her head.
"I haven't tried it, but an old friend of mine told me how it was her favorite, and I thought that I might as well give it a try." she admitted. 
"It's my favorite too!" said Fluttershy.
"Must be one of those weird coincidences." said Dream Catcher. Fluttershy relaxed a bit, feeling a bit more comfortable with Dream Catcher as they talked.
"She must be a nice friend." Dream Catcher got a distant look in her eye.
"She was, until I had leave her, I haven't seen her in so long that she's probably forgotten all about me." Her smile wavered. Fluttershy spoke up to try and cheer her up.
"Oh, don't say that. I'm sure she remembers you just as fondly as you do. Friends never truly forget each other, no matter how much time passes." said Fluttershy. Dream Catcher smiled at her words.
"Thank you Fluttershy, that means a lot." she said. Mrs. Cake came back, setting two plates, each had a slice of cream and carrot cake on it.
"Enjoy." said Mrs. Cake as she left again. Fluttershy took a bite, savoring the sweet, airy taste in her mouth. Dream Catcher to a small bite, unsure of how it would taste. Her eyes lit up. She took a bigger bite.
"This is delicious!" she exclaimed. Fluttershy smiled, seeing the glee Dream Catcher had over her cake. There was something about her that Fluttershy liked, as though she'd known her from somewhere else.
"I'm glad you like it."
"I should've tried this ages ago!"  The two ponies smiled at each other. 'This isn't so bad.' Fluttershy thought hopefully to herself. 
"Now then," said Dream Catcher leaning her chin on her hooves, "why don't you tell me a little about yourself? That is, if it's not too much trouble." Fluttershy brushed her pale pink mane out of her face, seeing no harm in telling Dream Catcher a little bit about herself. She seemed like such a nice pony after all.

"Dream Catcher? Really Fluttershy, the names of the new ponies you meet is just astounding." said Discord. It had been a few ours later since she and Dream Catcher had cake at Sugarcube Corner, and she was now being treated to a visit from her Draconequus friend, Discord. The two were in her cottage, and she'd been telling him of her encounter with the pony, and how the two of them got to know each other better over cake.
"She really is a nice pony." said Fluttershy, sipping from a cup of dandelion tea while sitting in her chair. "She used to be very shy when she was a filly, and she likes to take quiet strolls or read a good book." Discord rolled his eyes.
"Delightful I'm sure. But what do you really know about this pony?" he questioned.
"Come on Discord, try to give her a chance." said Fluttershy. "I gave you one." Discord grumbled, crossing his arms as he sat on the sofa. He looked at Fluttershy who had pleading eyes. He heaved a sigh.
"Very well, I'll 'give her a chance'." he said, making quotes with his eagle claw and lion paw. Fluttershy smiled with relief.
"Thank you Discord. I know that you and the rest of the girls will get along just wonderfully." she said. 
"Oh yes, just wonderfully." Discord muttered under his breath. Discord had similarly reacted like this with a new friend Fluttershy had met named Treehugger. He'd become...jealous, over the hippie pony. And who could blame him? Somepony had butted into his relationship with Fluttershy, interfering with things and taking his place. Sure, he might've went a little too far when he tried to make Fluttershy jealous too and attempted to banish Treehugger to another dimension. All in all, he could've done far worse. Still, he'd learned his lesson that a pony could have more than one friend, and he apologized to Treehugger and made his amends. But even though he learned his, didn't mean he liked it. He'd "give her a chance" alright, but after that, he'd be the judge over whether or not this Dream Catcher was good enough for Fluttershy. If not, then she'd need to find a new friend someplace else. Preferably a mile away from his pegasus friend. 
"Discord? Are you alright?" asked the sweet voice of Fluttershy. Discord snapped out of his thoughts and grinned to her.
"I'm fine my dear, just thinking to myself." he said.

Fluttershy had been aimlessly strolling through Ponyville, searching for Dream Catcher. Passing by the stores and market stalls, trying to spot her.
"I hope, she's still around."said Fluttershy softly.
"Looking for me?" asked a voice. Fluttershy let out a squeal, then she saw that it was only Dream Catcher. "Oh, Dream Catcher, you startled me!" Dream Catcher smiled apologetically.
"Sorry about that Fluttershy," she said, "Was there something you wanted?"
"Yes, I was wondering if, perhaps tomorrow, you could meet all my friends." Dream Catcher's eyes shrank, and she looked away.
"I don't know." said Dream Catcher shyly. "I don't think they'd like me very much."
"Of course they'll like you." reassured Fluttershy. "And I know you'll like them." Dream Catcher still appeared uncertain.
"Y-you'll be there right? I mean, I'm not used to talking to other ponies." said Dream Catcher. Fluttershy sympathetically put a hoof on Dream Catcher's shoulder.
"Don't worry, I'll make sure that you feel comfortable around them." she said. 
"You're too kind Fluttershy." said Dream Catcher.
"If somepony shows you kindness, then they'll show you kindness in return." said Fluttershy. 
"Does....does that mean, you're my friend?" asked Dream Catcher timidly. Fluttershy nodded with a smile.
"I'd like to be, but first I think it's best to get to know one another." Fluttershy was surprised as Dream Catcher gave her a sudden hug.
"Thank you!" Realizing that she was hugging Fluttershy, Dream Catcher backed away and rubbed her arm nervously. "Sorry, I'm just glad that you want to be my friend. Did I come on too strong?"
"Not at all. So will you come to the park tomorrow?" Dream Catcher thought for a moment and answered, "Consider me there." 
"Alright then, see you at noon tomorrow." Fluttershy flew off back home. Dream Catcher watching her as she left. 
"See you tomorrow." she whispered to herself, leaving in the opposite direction.
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Chapter 2


The next day in the park, Fluttershy and her friends were waiting for Dream Catcher to arrive. Sitting or standing near a picnic table, wondering what was keeping Dream Catcher.
"What's taking her so long?" complained Rainbow Dash. The cyan and rainbow-maned pegasus was getting restless from all the waiting. Rarity adjusted her pink and stylish sun hat, angling it so that the sun would stay out of her eyes. 
"I have to agree with Rainbow Dash." she said. "Where could she be?"
"I'm sure she's coming as quickly as she can." said Fluttershy.
"I'm glad that you made a new friend." said Twilight Sparkle, "I can't wait to meet her." Twilight was not only an alicorn, but the Princess of Friendship. As princess, it was her role to help spread friendship throughout Equestria, along with her friends. 
"And I hope that nothing, unexpected happens that could ruin it," she said shooting a look at Discord.
"What?" Discord asked innocently, a halo appearing over his horns. Twilight rolled her eyes at the gesture. She knew first hoof how Discord could get under a pony's skin (he'd done it to her more times than she'd like), and she'd make sure that Fluttershy's new friend wouldn't find out either. She'd keep a close eye on the Draconequus, to see that he behaved himself.
"Here she comes now!" said Fluttershy, she waved to Dream Catcher as she approached. Once she got to the picnic table, Fluttershy introduced them.
"Everypony, this is Dream Catcher. Dream Catcher, these are my friends Twilight Sparkle,Discord, Rainbow Dash, Applejack, Rarity, and Pinkie Pie. There's also Spike, he's a baby dragon, but  he's busy today and couldn't make it." The ponies greeted Dream Catcher while Discord kept quiet.
"It's nice to meet you."
"It's about time you got here."
"Howdy there."
"It's a pleasure, darling."
"Hey there!" Dream Catcher looked shyly down at the ground, kicking up some loose dirt on the ground.
"H-hello." she mumbled. An awkward silence passed before Twilight said, "Now that we've finally met you, why don't you join us? We're going out to lunch, and I think it'd be an excellent chance to get to know one another."
"Sounds, okay I guess." Dream Catcher said, not looking up at Twilight.
"Finally!" Rainbow Dash cried with relief. "Let's get a move on then." Rainbow Dash took to the air, and began to speed off to the restaurant. 
"Hey, wait up!" shouted Applejack, galloping after her. The rest of them, walked, Twilight took this opportunity to further talk with Dream Catcher. She walked up to the pony's side and tried to begin a casual conversation. 
"So, are you new here to Ponyville?" she asked. Dream Catcher continued to look away.
"Yes." she said quietly.
"Well if there's anything you need or any questions you have, you can always stop by and ask me. It's not hard to miss my home, what with being the only castle in Ponyville." Twilight laughed nervously. For a split second, Twilight could've sworn that Dream Catcher had shot her a glare when she replied.
"I don't need your help, I'm fine on my own."  Dream Catcher trotted ahead, staying close to Fluttershy's side. Twilight decided that it was just a figment of her imagination, and continued on.


Everypony sat down at the open air restaurant table, choosing what to order off the menu.
"So many choices," Rarity remarked.
"That just shows that there's so many yummilicous things to eat." said Pinkie Pie with her usual, over enthusiasm. 
"I think I'll just have a daisy sandwich." said Twilight. 
"What about you Dream Catcher?" Fluttershy asked. Dream Catcher seemed to brighten up a bit when Fluttershy talked to her.
"I think I'll let the chef surprise me." she said. Indeed, it was interesting how she seemed more confident around Fluttershy, but more awkward around the rest of them. 'Maybe she doesn't do well in groups.' Twilight thought to herself, looking across the table at the pony. When they placed in their orders, the girls (and Discord who was mostly giving Dream Catcher the cold shoulder) were talking about themselves. Telling stories about some of their experiences in Ponyville.
"And then Twilight went all crazy and put a love spell on this old doll of her." said Pinkie recounting a story.
"Pinkie!" Twilight cried in embarrassment. "Don't tell her that, it's embarrassing enough." The princess' cheeks turned a slight shade of red.
"Oops. Sorry Twilight, but you gotta admit, it's a pretty crazy story." Pinkie laughed. 
"You've had your share of crazy stories Pinkie," said Rainbow. "Like the Pinkamina incident." 
"Hey!" Pinkie Pie cried out in defense. The girls laughed. Except for two, Dream Catcher and Discord. Nopony noticed how they'd both shoot each other what looked like death glares when they thought the other wasn't looking.
"Discord, why don't you tell one of your stories?" asked Fluttershy gently. "After all," she giggled, "they're so funny!" Discord smiled at Fluttershy.
"As you wish, my dear." he said. Discord entranced the girls with one of his hilarious stories, making them laugh, especially Pinkie Pie who laughed till her sides hurt. He also used his magic to further illustrate his story, by transforming himself or conjuring examples of the events that happened. Yet still Dream Catcher remained silent, not joining in the full with the rest of them. When Discord finished, Applejack looked over to Dream Catcher and asked, "Would you like to tell us about yourself?" Dream Catcher fiddled with the ends of her mane, still not meeting any of their faces.
"Alright, I suppose." said Dream Catcher. "I live a little ways from Ponyville, not a lot happens back home."
"What about your friends, dear?" asked Rarity.
"I...don't really have any friends." she said glumly. "I had one, but she...had to go, and has made new friends. I don't have anypony." Fluttershy felt a twinge of sadness inside her, and took Dream Catcher's hoof. 
"Now you do." said Fluttershy. "We can be your friends." Dream Catcher's eyes stayed on Fluttershy, they were filled with happiness as Fluttershy said she'd be her friend. Not acknowledging the other ponies there who nodded and chattered in agreement. Discord took note of this, wondering just what kind of pony Dream Catcher really was.

"You poor dear." said Rarity. "I can't imagine having no friends." Twilight tapped her chin thoughtfully.
"This could be a good lesson on friendship, I'll have to stop by that village sometime." she said to herself, seeing the potential to help other ponies. Dream Catcher turned her attention to Fluttershy, and stayed there for the duration of the meal, to two conversing and laughing.
"You actually confronted a dragon?" Dream Catcher asked in awe. Fluttershy smiled embarrassed. "It wasn't anything special really, I was just helping my friends."
"Ah, she's just being modest." said Applejack. Rainbow nodded in agreement.
"Yeah, she's handled all sorts of creatures." Pinkie Pie jumped into the conversation, listing the creatures Fluttershy had handled.
"There was also the three-headed dog Cerberus, a Cockatrice, those vampire fruit bats (Another story for another time), she even reformed Discord." she gestured to the tall Draconequus sitting with them, and who was picking at his food. Molding it into various shapes, and changing it's coloration. 
"Really." said Dream Catcher, shooting a look at Discord. 
"Oh yes," said Fluttershy with a giggle at the memory. "He was quite the hoofful when he first stayed in my cottage. But he's a big softie once you get to know him." she smiled up at Discord, who returned the smile. 
"It's good to know that you think so highly of me, my dear." he said. Dream Catcher interrupted the two by saying, "It couldn't have been easy, dealing with somepony so...difficult" Discord narrowed his eyes and thought, 'Mind your own business!'
"It was a bit hard, especially with the dinner party, flooding Sweet Apple Acres and turning it into an ice rink, but he undid all of that for the sake of our friendship. And for that, I'm proud to have him as a friend." said Fluttershy. The Draconequus smiled smugly at the compliment, he glanced at Dream Catcher who showed an apparent disdain for him, trying to cover it before anypony else noticed. After lunch ended, Dream Catcher thanked them for the meal and excused herself from the table.
"Do you have to leave so soon?" asked Fluttershy. 
"I need to hurry home, my...mother will be worried about me." said Dream Catcher. "It was nice to eat lunch with you, I hope we can do it again sometime." Dream Catcher said good bye and headed off. 
"She was nice." said Pinkie Pie. Discord scoffed.
"Hardly seems nice to me. If you ask me, that pony is hiding something." said Discord. 
"What makes you say that?" asked Rarity. 
"Don't tell me you didn't notice how she barely attempted to get along with you ponies, or befriend you. And she kept glaring at me all throughout the meal." Twilight arched an eyebrow.
"You're sure it's not just jealousy talking?" questioned Twilight. 
"Jealousy?! Just what do I have to be jealous about?" said Discord. Rainbow dash folded her arms.
"Ahem, how about the Grand Galloping Gala with Treehugger." She said. 
"I thought we agreed not to talk about that." Discord snapped. 
"There's nothing wrong with being jealous." said Applejack. 
"Besides, I think it's good that Fluttershy is making new friends, it's a good way for her to expand her horizons." said Twilight matter-of-factly. 
"Princess know-it all." Discord muttered, crossing his arms over his chest. 
"Dream Catcher is just shy," said Fluttershy. "After a while, I'm sure she'll open up to the rest of you." Discord however wasn't convinced. There was something about that pony he didn't trust, whether it was jealousy or not telling him this.

That night, something was...off. Princess Luna, could sense a kind of disturbance. Somepony that wasn't supposed to be here was here. 
"This presence," she said from the balcony of Canterlot castle, "it couldn't be, and yet..." She spread out her wings and took to the sky. The cool air whooshed over her as she soared through the night. She followed the presence to Ponyville, when it suddenly disappeared. Luna looked skeptically at the little town, was this really the place. Princess Luna glided over the town for any sign of the disturbance's source. 
"It's gone." she said to herself. "After so long, I never thought I'd sense them again. But, why now? After so many moons." Princess Luna decided to try searching again some other time, and left to continue her duties elsewhere. As she left, she didn't see somepony stepping into the moonlight from the shadows, watching her fly off. 
"So that's Princess Luna." said Dream Catcher. "I should be more careful next time, lest she discover me." Dream Catcher delved into the shadows, traveling through them and reappearing outside Fluttershy's cottage.
"I've missed you so much Fluttershy." she said. "Soon, it'll be just the two of us, just like it used to be." A dark look passed over her eyes. "And nopony will ever tear us apart again. I'll see to that."
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Chapter 3


Over the past few days, Dream Catcher had attempted to get closer to Fluttershy, much to Discord's displeasure. Just who did that mare think she was? It was infuriating to watch them as they laughed and acted as though they'd been friends for years. But for now, that didn't matter. Because it was time for their regular Tuesday Teas, where he and Fluttershy could gossip and have all the time together without any interruptions. He materialized and knocked on the door of the cottage. He enjoyed the thought of him and his dear friend enjoying each others company. Expecting to see Fluttershy with her usual sweet smile. Instead, he was shocked to find Dream Catcher opening the door, both looked at each other, a tension rising between them. He narrowed his red and yellow eyes on her.
"What are you doing here?!" he asked. His voice so loud that it frightened off a few birds. Fluttershy stepped into the doorway.
"I invited her." said Fluttershy simply. Discord looked at her incredulously. 
"What on earth for?!" he asked. 
"I thought it would be nice to have Dream Catcher over for tea with us, and so that the two of you can get along better." Discord couldn't believe his ears. This had to be some kind of joke!
"You've got to be kidding! You invited somepony, a stranger, and didn't think to tell me, or ask me about it?!"
"I wrote you a letter, didn't you get it?" asked Fluttershy. Discord thought for a moment. His cottage in Chaosville was a bit...hard to reach. It was likely that his letter was lost in the mail, and or was still in the process of being delivered to his home. He needed to launch a complaint with the postal service sometime. He turned back to Fluttershy.
"Please Discord." Fluttershy pleaded. "Just this once." Discord let out a frustrated sigh. It was bad enough before when he had to compete with that white hairball Angel Bunny, but now there was this pony! Defiling the sanctity of their Tuesday Teas. Looking at Fluttershy and her pleading face however made him give in.
"Very well. But only this once." he said, stressing the word. Fluttershy gave him one of her adorable smiles and welcomed him inside her home. Discord fell back onto the green sofa that was his usual spot for his visits, taking up most of the space.
"Um, Discord, do you mind scooching over a little so Dream Catcher can sit?" Fluttershy asked kindly, a nervous smile on her face, not wanting to offend him. 
"I have a better idea." he said, snapping his eagle claw. Another chair appeared, with a flash of light, Dream Catcher was sitting in it. Discord's arm grew long as it moved Dream Catcher and the chair a few feet  away from him and Fluttershy.
"There, that's more like it!" said Discord. He smiled smugly at Dream Catcher who didn't look to pleased with what he did. 
"I'll go and fetch us some tea and cakes." said Fluttershy, heading into the kitchen. Dream Catcher moved her chair closer, and glowered at Discord.
"I see that you like to play games." she said coldly. Discord gave a devilish smile.
"I have my moments." he said.
"In that case," Dream Catcher said, leaning in near Discord's face, "bring it on." Fluttershy returned with a full tea tray.
"Are you two both comfortable enough?" she asked. 
"Oh, we're just fine my dear, no need to worry about us." said Discord.Dream Catcher nodded in agreement.
"Yes, now have a seat so we can try your tasty looking tea cakes." she said. Fluttershy obliged, setting the tray between the three of them. Dream Catcher took a tea cake a popped it into her mouth.
"Delicious!" she said with a smile. "You're an excellent cook Fluttershy.
"I don't think I'm that good. Pinkie Pie is a much better cook than me, and Applejack too." said Fluttershy modestly. 
"Don't be so modest Fluttershy," said Discord. "You're just as good as them." Fluttershy blushed and looked away. Dream Catcher butted in and said, "Why don't I pour you some tea." She took the teapot and poured out the right amount of tea, adding two lumps of sugar a drop of cream. Fluttershy took a sip of the brew.
"This tastes exactly like the way my mother used to brew it." said Fluttershy surprised. She looked at Dream Catcher. "How did you know?"
"Just a lucky guess I suppose." Dream Catcher smiled nervously. Discord frowned at the pony as he stirred his tea with his talon. He felt a fiery feeling rage silently inside him, just like from the gala. 'No! I'm not doing that again!' he scolded himself. Since that night, he'd told himself to not over react like that for the sake of his friendship with Fluttershy. Instead, he kept the growing feeling to himself, staring daggers into Dream Catcher.
"Why don't we talk about something else my dear." said Discord, wanting to turn the conversation around to his favor. 
"Alright, then," she said. "You two wouldn't guess what I had to do the other day."

The tea party went on with Fluttershy talking about her animal friends, and what had happened lately in Ponyville (which wasn't much). Dream Catcher listened intently, speaking up now and then to share her own opinion.  
"I can't believe you let that little bunny do all that! No offense, but I think you've spoiled him rotten."
"Finally, something we agree on." said Discord. 
"I suppose I might've spoiled him a little, but he's a sweet and cute little dear, it's hard not to refuse him." said Fluttershy thinking about her beloved Angel. 
"You shouldn't let him take advantage of you like that." said Dream Catcher. "You need to teach him that he can't always have things his way."
"I guess you're right." said Fluttershy. 
"Of course I am, would I steer you wrong?" The two laughed together, making Discord feel a touch left out.  He subtly snapped his claws, emptying the teapot.
"Oh Fluttershy, it seems we've run out of tea. Do you mind making some more?" he said, his voice smooth as he spoke.
"Alright, I'll be right back." she said, heading back into the kitchen. Once she was out of sight and ear shot, Discord turned to Dream Catcher.
"Listen here pony." he seethed. "I don't know what it is you're after, but Fluttershy is mine, and I won't let you interfere with our friendship."
"I could say the same to you." said Dream Catcher. "I don't know what it is she sees in you, but rest assured, it won't stand between me and my friend. I am her only friend, and no pony else." Discord leaned back a bit. This pony was not only rude and inconsiderate, she was crazy! And not the good kind of crazy either. 
"Just who in Equestria are you?" he asked.
"Wouldn't you like to know." said Dream Catcher, sneering at him. Fluttershy reentered the room, her guests acting as though nothing had happened between them. To Fluttershy, they were getting along quite well, and were beginning to bond. 
"The tea should be ready in a few minutes," she announced to them. 
"Splendid!" said Discord. Fluttershy enjoyed the rest of the Tuesday Tea, completely unaware of the heated tension between her friends, each one volleying for her attention and friendship. At the end of it, she saw them out of the cottage and said her farewells. She sighed happily, and begun to clean up after her guests. Her little animals began to come out, a few of which were looking for crumbs to eat.
"That was a wonderful tea party. And Discord behaved himself so well!" she said. "I just knew that those two would get along." Angel Bunny hopped out, rolling his eyes. 
"Come on Angel, those two just needed to break the ice. Whatever uneasy feelings they have, I'm sure they'll blow over in no time." Angel Bunny still wasn't swayed by this. The little bouncer hoped that whatever happened next wouldn't cause any grief for him or his owner.

Dream Catcher looked around, making sure that no pony had followed her. She wanted to be doubly sure that that Discord character wasn't lurking about. She'd journeyed deep into the Everfree forest, and had to hurry home before her absence was noticed. The queen would be on her back if she happened to suspect or noticed that she'd been slacking off a bit in her duties. But she was getting closer to Fluttershy, it wouldn't be long before she took action, and would finally have her all to herself. The tall trees formed a dark canopy above her, hiding her from sight above should the princess choose to fly overhead during the day, or somepony else for that matter. She stopped in front of a thicket of shadows and smiled to herself. 
"Home sweet home." she said, melting into the shadows, becoming one with them. 

Discord materialized into his cottage in Chaosville in a white flash. His arms folded and a scowl on his face.
"The nerve of that...that Dream Catcher! Thinking she can get rid of me. Me! The master of chaos, and the powerful and chaotic being in Equestria, or anywhere else for that matter." He paced around on the ceiling, talking to himself all the while. 
"I mean, it's one thing when I try to defend my friendship, but she's just some deluded stranger. What makes her think she deserves Fluttershy all to herself?!" He stroked his long, white goatee. 
"No matter, I won't let her get to me. She'll be forgotten in no time, once I'm through with her." he smirked. "Let's see how much Fluttershy likes her new friend when she sees her true colors." He giggled with glee as a plot formed in his head. "This is going to be good."
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Chapter 4


It was only early morning when Dream Catcher roamed the market of Ponyville. A few ponies were out and about, doing their daily business. Today was the day she needed to set her plan in motion. She couldn't stay here any longer, especially considering how weak she was with hunger. It was now, or never. She'd already made preparations, and all that was left to lead Fluttershy away from those friends of hers, and then everything would fall perfectly into place. A part of her hated having to do this, but she had no other choice. Those ponies had stolen her only friend, and made her forget that she ever existed! For that, they needed to know what it was like to have their friend taken away, and to be forgotten. The crisp morning air blew her pastel green mane behind her, chilling her oh so slightly. 
"I admit, I'll miss this quaint little town, but with Fluttershy, I won't ever need anypony else." she said. First thing's first, she needed to find a way to get Fluttershy alone. Which wasn't as easy as it sounded. A smile spread across her face when she saw her friend, purchasing some ripe cherries.
"Hey, Fluttershy!" she called waving at her. Fluttershy saw her and waved back.
"Good morning Dream Catcher," she said. "are you shopping here as well?" Dream Catcher shook her head.
"No, I just wanted to talk to you about something." 
"What is it?"
"I know I've been spending a lot of time with you lately, and you're probably tired of having me hanging around you-"
"Oh, not at all, you're no bother."
"-but you've been so kind to me, and treated me like a true friend. I just, wanted to know, if you'll spend one last day with me, before I go." Fluttershy tilted her head in confusion.
"Go? Go where?" she asked. Dream Catcher hid a smile when she saw that she had her right where she wanted her.
"You see, since the day we met, my family has been planning to move, we'll be going far away, and I don't know if I'll even be able to visit you. When we started to become friends, I wanted to spend as much time with you as I could, because once I move, I'll be alone again." said Dream Catcher. Fluttershy a hoof to her mouth and gasped.
"You're not alone, even if you're far away, I'll still be your friend." Dream Catcher had her head lowered, and looked up at Fluttershy with wide eyes.
"So, will you spend the day with me before I go?" she asked. Fluttershy nodded.
"Of course I will." said Fluttershy. "What are friends for?" 
"Thank you Fluttershy." said Dream Catcher. 'Everything is going exactly as planned.'
"I'll get everything planned, I'll let my friends know so that it'll be just the two of us." said Fluttershy. Dream Catcher grinned. 
"I'd like that very much."

Fluttershy had informed her friends that she was spending the day with Dream Catcher, and would be busy for the duration of that time. The girls respected her wishes, except Discord, who was spying on Fluttershy and Dream Catcher from the bushes as they strolled together side by side. A pair of binoculars in his paw and claw. He was determined to get rid of Dream Catcher, and he was going to make sure that Fluttershy didn't know he had anything to do with whatever occurrences that should happen to pop up during their outing today.
"Look at them, having a good time." he grumbled. "Well, not if I have anything to say about it." With a snap he materialized to a new hiding place. Together they stopped by Sugarcube Corner for some fresh cupcakes, where he wore the brilliant pony disguise he'd used when he'd been hunting down Tirek. If it could fool him, it was bound to fool these ponies! As a taupe gray unicorn with a black mane, and a tornado cutie mark, he peered over his menu, watching the ponies from a nearby table. 
"Since this is your last day, why don't you pick out the cupcakes." said Fluttershy in her usual kind manner. Discord couldn't help but smile as he looked at Fluttershy, there was something he admired about the pegasus. She'd shown him such kindness, and for that he was grateful, and it was also for that reason that he couldn't allow this under-hoofed mare to trick his beloved friend. 
"Let's see." said Dream Catcher as she pondered over the menu. "How about one of each flavor? I wanna try them all."
"You're sure you can eat them all?" Fluttershy asked teasingly. "I'd hate to have to roll you out of here." Dream Catcher batted a hoof.
"Please, I can handle a few cupcakes."
"Okay, don't say I didn't warn you." Discord's mind spun as he came up with a great trick. Mrs. Cakes headed toward the table, balancing a towering mound of cupcakes and balancing them as she carried it to them.
"Here you go girls." she said in a strained voice, setting it down with a plop. "Enjoy." Dream Catcher goggled at the cupcakes.
"I didn't think it'd be that much." she said.
"Still think you can handle it?"
"Yes! I"ll just need to pace myself." Discord activated his magic just as Dream Catcher was about to eat one of the cupcakes. When Dream Catcher however bit into it, something strange happened. Two deer antlers (not unlike the one he usually had) sprouted from her head.
"What the-?"
"Oh my goodness!" said Fluttershy, shocked by the change. She inspected one of the cupcakes carefully. "Do you suppose they accidentally slipped some sort of potion into the batter?" Dream Catcher let out a chuckle. She tapped her new horns with a hoof.
"I gotta say, it may be strange, but it's kind of cool. After all, I've never had horns before." After a few minutes, the horns vanished. 
"I wonder what the other cupcakes do." said Fluttershy curiously, taking a bite. She let out a yelp of surprise as she suddenly became covered in a red and black harlequin pattern. Even her eyes and mane were different colors.
"My, my!" said Dream Catcher. The two of the roared with laughter, and dug into the cupcakes, having fun with the temporary transformations. Some of which included transforming into other animals, making odd squawks and animal calls, and changing colors or sizes. By the time they finished, they were stuffed full of magic cupcakes and their sides hurt from all their laughing. Discord gritted his teeth and slammed his hoof onto the table. How could his trick backfire? He needed to take things up a notch if he was ever to get rid of Dream Catcher. The girls left Sugercube Corner, their transformations fading away as they headed onto the next activity. For this, they stopped beneath a tall riverside tree, where a few books were propped up for them.
"You said you enjoyed a good book, so I thought you might like these." said Fluttershy. Dream Catcher eagerly plopped down and took the first book she saw: Legends of the Stars. Discord, who was up in the tree, watching them from below, snapped his talons. When Dream Catcher opened the book, she was surprised that it had no words, and only the illustrations remained.
"I must've grabbed the wrong book from Twilight." said Fluttershy. Dream Catcher shook off the disappointment and said, "It's okay. Besides, we can make up a story aloud based on these pictures."
"I've never done that before, I don't know if I'll be any good." said Fluttershy timidly.
"You don't know if you don't try." Dream Catcher pointed out. Fluttershy consented and the two made up a story together, each one interrupting the other to add something new to the tale they were weaving. Discord dug his claws into the bark of the tree and clawed into it, leaving marks in it. And so it went, that Discord tried to ruin their day, only to be thwarted by Dream Catcher finding the bright side of the situation. He was about ready to chuck her into another universe, but then Fluttershy would be mad at him, and have him bring the pony back before she ended their friendship for good. Even so, he was tired of trying to use subtly, right now all he wanted was to use a trick that was effective and that Dream Catcher wouldn't be able to turn around. He was practically grinding his teeth to shards as he watched Fluttershy lead Dream Catcher to a clearing, the sun was staring to lower and the sky was being lit up with orange and pink colors.

"And now, for the grand finale to a grand day." Fluttershy said, her voice filled with pride. "Give me a quick moment." she said, ducking into the underbrush. Dream Catcher sat down and gazed up at the sky. She was taken by surprise as a large boa constrictor appeared from nowhere, wrapped around the pony, squeezing the air out of her. Discord smirked. 'Try getting out of that one!' he thought. When Fluttershy headed back to the clearing, she let out a cry as she saw what was happening to Dream Catcher.
"Oh my goodness!" Cried Fluttershy, rushing toward the poor pony. "How dare you mister!" she said to the snake. "Attacking a poor defenseless pony for no good reason. You should be ashamed of yourself." she scolded like an angry mother. "Now go on, and think about what you've done. Go on, go!" The snake whimpered and did as she said, loosening his grip on Dream Catcher and slithering off into the bushes. Dream Catcher gasped a few times, letting the air get back into her.
"Are you okay?" Fluttershy asked, full of concern. Dream Catcher nodded.
"Just got the wind knocked out of me, nothing too serious." she said. "What was it you wanted to show me?" Fluttershy remembered what it was she had planned for the finale.
"Right, I almost forgot." She clapped her hooves, and from the trees, a flurry of glimmering fireflies flew through the air. They buzzed around them and formed made up constellations above their heads. Just as Fluttershy had instructed them to do. 
"This is beautiful." breathed Dream Catcher, her heart felt as though it were swelling twice its size. She gave Fluttershy her kindest smile. "This has been the greatest day, and the greatest gift anypony has ever given me, I can't thank you enough Fluttershy." The two embraced each other in a tight hug. Their friendship strengthening.
"Oh come on!" shouted an irritated voice. "Are you serious!" Both of them looked up and turned to the bushes where Discord had been hiding. He left his hiding spot and floated above the ground, glowering at Dream Catcher.
"I've been patient, but this is the last straw! I've had just about enough of you, Dream Catcher!" he yelled. 
"Discord!" Discord blinked, looking down at Fluttershy, who he remembered was there. He smiled weakly at the now angry pegasus.
"Ah Fluttershy, fancy running into you here." he said with a nervous laugh. But Fluttershy narrowed her eyes, looking just as angry as ever. 
"Don't think you can try to talk yourself out of this one mister." she said. Discord winced under the disapproving gaze of those deep teal eyes. "You've been causing trouble all day for us, and I think it's about time you apologized."
"Y-you knew?" he asked shocked that he'd been discovered.
"Well of course I knew! Did you think I was a silly, gullible fool?" Discord put his eagle claw behind him, rubbing the back of his neck and not meeting her eye. He'd been hoping that he'd fooled her, but apparently he was wrong.
"Apologize to Dream Catcher this instant!" said Fluttershy, her anger rising.
"Why should I? That crazy pony had it coming, she's been trying to take you away from me, from the rest of your friends!" he said, pointing an accusing claw at the pony in question.
"I thought you've gotten over this! I thought you'd learned your lesson. I can make friends with anypony I want, and I don't need you to tell me who can or can't be my friend." The two looked at one another intensely, their emotions were flaring up in the heat of the moment.
"He's right." said Dream Catcher. Fluttershy turned to her in surprise. "I just wanted to be your friend, because to me, you were the only true friend I ever had. But instead, I ended up upsetting your friend and made him believe that I was stealing you away." Her lint gray eyes filled with tears, her voice started to break as she spoke.
"Perhaps it's best that I'm leaving. I won't bother you or your friendship anymore." Dream Catcher galloped off into the bushes.
"Dream Catcher, wait!" Fluttershy called, hurrying after her. She stopped momentarily to shoot Discord a look. "I'm very disappointed in you." Discord felt the anger in him drain away, now replaced with guilt as Fluttershy disappeared. Had he been wrong? Had he only imagined that conversation between him and Dream Catcher during Tuesday Tea? All he knew was that he'd made Fluttershy angry at him. And it didn't seem like she'd be forgiving him too easily. He'd been a victim of jealousy, and it'd cost him his best friend.
"What have I done?" he asked himself.  

Fluttershy found Dream Catcher, knelt down on the grass and silently weeping into her hooves.
"Dream Catcher?" Fluttershy asked, cautiously putting a hoof on her. She hoped that what Discord had said and done hadn't upset her friend too much. She (almost) couldn't believe what he'd done! She knew he could be a bit possessive of her, seeing as how she was his first and best friend, but he'd crossed the line. He'd need to do a lot in order to make up for what he'd done. 
"You should go back to your friend, I'll only cause you nothing but trouble." whimpered Dream Catcher. Fluttershy's heart felt sympathy toward the pony and tried to comfort her. 
"No you won't. You're a good pony, and a good friend. I'm sorry about what Discord has done, he can be immature and jealous, and I'll see to it he thoroughly apologizes and makes up for all he's done." Dream Catcher wiped her cheeks. She faced Fluttershy, their eyes meeting. 
"You're my true friend, right?" she asked, blinking back tears. Fluttershy smiled warmly at the pony.
"Yes, we're both friends."
"I'm glad to hear you say that." said Dream Catcher. She pulled out an old bag that she'd kept hidden. Fluttershy regarded it curiously as Dream Catcher reached in and pulled something out. It look like dust the color of dandelion gold. Dream Catcher held it out in her open hoof.
"I'm sorry about this."
"Huh?!" Dream Catcher took a breath and blew all of the dust into Fluttershy's face. Fluttershy's eyes shut and she let out a cough. A wave of sleepiness passed over. She put a hoof to her head as she swooned. Dream Catcher caught her, and held the sleeping pegasus in her arms.
"Sweet Dreams" Dream Catcher whispered softly into Fluttershy's ear. Now she had reclaimed her friend, it was time to go home.

"Princess Luna circled over Ponyville, her blue eyes looking for any trace of the disturbance she'd felt a few nights ago. But once again, she had no luck. As she flew over the treetops and the clearing, she stopped and noticed Discord sulking below. She flew down to him, to see what was the matter with him.
"Everything alright Discord?" inquired Luna. Discord let out a yelp of surprise that made him jump a little.
"Didn't your sister ever tell you not to sneak up on ponies?" Discord asked, upset about the new addition to his rotten day. The princess shook her head.
"I couldn't help but notice that something seems to be troubling you." said Luna.
"Troubling? What could possibly be troubling me?" he asked venomously. "Other than the fact that I may have made a dire mistake that's made my best friend mad at me, and probably leave me forever. Other than that, things are quite peachy." Princess Luna could see that she'd touched onto a delicate subject. Before she could say something though, she spaced out as she felt another disturbance. Discord took notice of this and waved a paw in front of Luna's eyes.
"Hello?! Earth to Luna!" Luna blinked.
"Not again." she muttered.
"What is it?" asked Discord. 
"There's a disturbance that I felt here in Ponyville, this is the second time I've sensed it. It's close by." Luna headed in the direction of the disturbance, Discord, with nothing better to do at the moment, followed after the princess. Through the trees and bushes, to another, smaller clearing.  They entered to find a shocking sight. Dream Catcher was opening a swirling portal of blue light, and soundly sleeping on her back was Fluttershy, her body limp as Dream Catcher stepped toward the portal.
"What in the world?!" cried Discord. Dream Catcher stopped, and looked over at Discord over her shoulder. She smirked darkly.
"I told you, Fluttershy is mine." Discord reached toward the ponies.
"No! Give her back!"
"I ORDER YOU TO CEASE AND DESIST!!" Luna shouted in her royal Canterlot voice. But Dream Catcher didn't listen, she and Fluttershy passed through the portal and it vanished behind them.  Discord dropped to his knees, overcome with shock over what'd just happened. His beloved best friend was gone. And the last thing they did together was argue. 
"What was that?" asked Discord, devastated. Luna's eyes didn't look off where the portal had been.
"That, was the work of a Nightmare." she said.
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Twilight, Spike, and the rest of the girls new that something was wrong when they were all summoned to the friendship castle by Princess Luna, that evening. They all gathered in Twilight's library, not sure what could cause the princess to arrange this meeting. What's more, they were all a bit unnerved by how quiet and dejected Discord looked as he sat by himself. They weren't used to seeing the spirit of chaos look so sad and beside himself. They stood around the Princess of the night, the crystal room reflecting light onto her serious face, waiting to find out the cause of this emergency. Twilight decided to speak up and find out what was the matter. The young purple alicorn took a step forward, dressing Princess Luna.
"Princess Luna, is something wrong?" asked Twilight, wanting to know what the situation was, and its severity. Princess Luna faced Twilight, but was interrupted before she had a chance to answer her.
"Hey, where's Fluttershy?" remarked Pinkie Pie. The pink pony had looked around and noticed they were one friend short. A strangled sound escaped from Discord.
"I'm afraid that Fluttershy has been...kidnapped." said Luna regretfully. The girls gasped, not believing the news they'd been told.
"By Celestia!"
"Kidnapped? Who kidnapped her? I'll give them a what for!"
"Is she okay?"
"Where are the varmints that took her?!" Princess Luna held up a hoof for silence. 
"The pony who is responsible for capturing her is the one you call 'Dream Catcher'." she said.
"Dream Catcher took her? I don't believe it!" said Rarity.
"She seemed like such a nice, timid pony." said Pinkie Pie.
"Obviously not if she kidnapped Fluttershy." said Applejack. 
"Who?" asked Spike, not having met the pony and was thoroughly confused by the situation that was happening. "She's a pony that Fluttershy met." Twilight clarified for him.
"But how? Why? I mean, she's just a pony." Her mind full of questions, not able to understand what had happened to her friend and how somepony that tried to befriend her took her away. Princess Luna explained.
"I have reason to believe that Dream Catcher is a Nightmare."
"A Nightmare?"
"You mean like bad dreams and stuff?" asked Rainbow Dash.
"Not quite, Nightmares are something different altogether. Nightmares are not unlike ponies who possess power over dreams. They live between this world and the dream world. In days of old, I had them assist me with looking after other ponies' dreams, to see that they weren't tormented with bad dreams." Princess Luna looked away, looking regretful about what she said next. "But when I became Nightmare Moon, and was banished to the moon, the queen of the Nightmares held a grudge against me for abandoning them. Since then, they've grown separate from dreamers, the name they give for the ponies of Equestria. They no longer interfere with them or journey into their dreams as they once had." 
"So you're saying that Dream Catcher is one of these Nightmares?" inquired Rarity.
"Exactly. It would explain the disturbance I felt here in Ponyville, and the presence of a Nightmare that I'd felt." said Luna.
"Much good it did you." Discord growled. "If you'd found that Nightmare or whatever she is sooner, Fluttershy would still be here!" His voice had spite, but his eyes betrayed the sadness over losing his precious friend.
"Now's not the time to pin blame Discord, we need to get Fluttershy back." said Princess Luna, trying to keep him from loosing focus on what needed to be done.
"How?" the girls asked in unison. Princess smiled slightly, glad that they'd asked.
"As Princess of the Night, I have the power to create a portal to the land of the Nightmares, to Aestas." 
"Aestas? Where's that?" Spike asked curiously. 
"As I've said before, it's a place between here and the dream world, and the pathway can only be opened by Nightmares, creatures in the like, and myself."
"You can count us in!" declared Rainbow Dash. "We'll find that Nightmare and teach her what happens when you try to kidnap one of our friends." There was a chorus of agreement. Twilight turned to Spike.
"Spike, I need you to stay here and keep an eye on things while I'm away." she said.
"Aw man, why can't I go with you guys?" he whined. 
"There, there Spikey Wikey, maybe some other time you can come with us, but you'll have a very important job guarding the castle for us." said Rarity, patting Spike on the head. Spike smiled goofily. 
"Let us be off." said Princess Luna. Her horn glowed with a blue aura as she summoned a swirling portal of light in the library. The ponies passed through it, showing no hesitation, Discord stepped in front of Luna before she could go through herself.
"If you think I'll going to sit around instead of saving Fluttershy too, you have another thing coming." he said. He bent his tall form, and entered the portal. Luna was last to go through, and the portal sealed behind her.

Nopony could believe their eyes when the passed through the other side of the portal and entered Aestas. Aests itself was nothing short of beauteous. The sky was a mix night and evening, it's dark and vividly purple colors blending with one another, and showed outlines of the constellations. The grass and other plants were deep emerald shade of green, and softer than anything the ponies had ever felt before. There were a few trees scattered about, but for the most part, the land was rolling expanse of rolling hills and meadows. The only things that stood out, were the old fashioned cottages, and the magnificent castle that made up the kingdom. The castle was something out of...well, a dream. It had a faint, luminescent glow about it, not unlike the moon and stars. It was made up of many columns, towers, turrets, balconies, all that surrounded a single tower, taller than the rest. 
"Come, follow me," said Princess Luna, leading them to the castle. The ponies continued to gawk at the sight of everything around them, all the beauty that made up the night had been captured and contained here. But there was something noticeable about this Utopian place.
"Where is everypony?" Twilight wondered aloud.  
"It is nighttime, the Nightmares are probably out on their nightly ride." said Princess Luna. "They won't be back until daybreak." The castle's light became brighter as they drew closer. Two Nightmare stallions stood guard to its entrance. Their coats were black, and they were wearing silvery armor, wielding spears. They crossed their spears to prevent them from any further entrance to the castle.
"Halt! Who goes there?" questioned the guard on the right in a deep, gravelly voice. Princess Luna, who was in front of the ponies, puffed out her chest and said in a clear, commanding voice, "I am Princess Luna, the Princess of the Night, and these are my companions. We seek an audience with her majesty, the Queen of the Nightmares, Amalthea." The guards turned to one another and whispered to one another before turning back to the princess. 
"Sorry your highness, but all visitors are forbidden to enter without an invitation from the queen herself." he said. Discord frowned deeply.
"We don't have time for this!" said Discord, with a snap and a flash of light, he turned the two guards into toads.
"Discord!" Twilight scolded.
"Oh relax, they'll be fine in about ten minutes, or was it twenty?" Twilight faced hoofed herself.
"We'll worry about that later." said Luna. "Right now, let us move forward." If they thought the outside of the castle was beautiful, the inside was ethereal. The wall shifted colors like the sky, from sunrise, to sunset, to twilight, to nighttime. The floor was made out of polished black marble, showing their reflections like a dark mirror. Their hoofsteps echoed through the halls as they made their way to the throne room. Princess Luna opened the tall, oriental doors with her magic, and the stepped into the throne room. Soft wispy lights, a bit like fireflies, lazily floated around the high ceiling. 
"Luna, you have the gall to return here without an invitation?" Queen Amalthea sat upon her high backed, marble and silken throne. The queen was tall, not unlike Princess Celestia, her mane was long and lustrous, curling at her hooves. It was the golden color of a sunset, catching the light as it shifted to different angles, that stood out against her black coat. Her eyes too were the same golden color, and upon her head was a shimmering crown with curly filigree upon it and inlaid with amethysts.
"And you bring dreamers and this...thing with you?" asked Amalthea. Her voice was silvery yet stern, and possessed a commanding tone that the royal sisters also used to demonstrate their authority. "Have you come to bring us further shame?"
"Hey, nopony insults the princess!" shouted Rainbow, defending Luna. Luna however lifted a hoof to stop Rainbow from charging. 
"She is right Rainbow Dash, I've already shamed the pride of the Nightmare kingdom by abandoning them and using the name of their race when I became the corrupted villain I once was." Queen Amalthea displayed an amused and self-satisfied expression at Princess Luna admitting that she'd been at fault. Luna continued.
"However, I've put that behind me. I've come here on a much more urgent, more serious matter." Amalthea cocked her head and arched an eyebrow.
"And what would that be?" inquired the queen. 
"I have reason to believe that one of your Nightmares has kidnapped a dreamer from Equestria." said Luna. Amalthea's face stiffened, she frowned at the princess of the night.
"You accuse one of my own, loyal subjects of kidnapping? What proof do you have of this?"
"I felt the presence of a Nightmare, and felt the disturbance of one passing between the realms. Not to mention that Discord and I witnessed the kidnapping with our very own eyes." Luna pointed to the Draconequus as she said his name, surprising him that she considered him a witness. Queen Amalthea however, didn't seem impressed and scoffed.
"Hardly seems like you have any solid or reliable proof Princess Luna. If you are quite done with the accusations, I want you to leave me and my subjects alone." she said bitterly. Twilight cut between the two royals, injecting herself into the conversation.
"Your majesty, I am Princess Twilight Sparkle, and trust me when I say that Princess Luna has no reason to accuse you or the Nightmares of anything. We just came to get our friend Fluttershy back." said Twilight, her violet eyes looking into the queen's. Queen Amalthea blinked at the name of the pony.
"Fluttershy you say?" she asked. Twilight nodded her head slowly. 
"Yeah, she's our friend, a yellow pegasus." said Twilight, wondering if Amalthea knew something helpful. Amalthea stomped her hoof and cursed under her breath.
"The little fool! I specifically told her to leave that dreamer be! And yet she disobeys me." 
"You said she." said Applejack. "Do you mean Dream Catcher?" Queen Amalthea shook her head and waved a hoof dismissively. 
"That's just the alias she used to trick you dreamers. If there's one Nightmare I know who could possibly have done this, it's Moonlight Eve."
"Moonlight Eve?" asked Rarity questioningly. 
"A young and foolish Nightmare." said Amalthea. "Ever since she was born, she was different from the others. She was afraid of the dark, and was extremely frail and weak. But then, she got into quite a bit of trouble many years ago."
"Why? What did she do?" asked Rainbow Dash. 
"If you keep quiet, then maybe I'll be able to tell you."
"Sorry."
"It was during her fillyhood years, I'd begun to notice that during the nightly ride near the dream-scape, Moonlight Eve would disappear and wouldn't come back until daybreak. So one night, I followed her, and discovered her secret. She'd entered the dream of little dreamer, a pegasus filly named Fluttershy. I wasn't sure how long it had been, but the two had become friends. I couldn't allow Moonlight Eve to disobey my law, forbidding Nightmares from entering dreams, so I confronted her and ordered her to end her friendship at once, and that she was no longer to ever visit the dreamer ever again." There was a stiff silence once Queen Amalthea finished.
"Don't you think that was kind of mean?" asked Pinkie Pie. "Everypony needs friends to play with and to talk to." Amalthea waved her words away with a dismissive hoof.
"Moonlight Eve had all the Nightmares she could ever want to be friends with, it's not my fault that she chose not to." said the queen, as though it weren't her problem, which in her view, it wasn't.
"Amalthea, we need to find her, can you help us?" asked Luna. Queen Amalthea turned her back on them.
"I don't know, what concern is it for me? Why should I help you?" Princess Luna's face grew hot, but she said nothing. And she didn't need to, because Discord appeared in front of Amalthea, looking down at her angrily, his arms crossed. 
"You listen here queen! Your Nightmare took my best friend away, and either you do something about it, or I'll turn you and everyone of your subjects into a daisy and pick you one by one. Or better yet, I'll lead a charge of angry bulls to trample all of you." He pointed a talon on Amalthea's chest. "So what will it be, your highness?" Queen Amalthea chuckled, which only further angered Discord.
"You are an amusing beast...Discord." she said. "I shall help, only because the Princess of the Night had to come here and beg for it." 
"Great! So what do we do?" asked Rainbow Dash. 
"Nothing." answered Queen Amalthea.
"What?!" cried everypony.
"Moonlight Eve may not be strong, but she is crafty. If she should discover that I suspect her, or that all of you are here, then she'll undoubtedly lock herself away forever, and you'll never see your friend again." said Amalthea.
"Then how do you propose that doing nothing will solve our problem?" asked Applejack in a huff.
"I shall turn two of you dreamers into Nightmares, you will walk among my subjects, and gain the trust of Moonlight Eve. Then, once you have her guard down, you can follow her to where she's kept your friend. I will deal with Moonlight Eve myself."
"Wait a minute, what about the rest of us?" asked Pinkie Pie.
"The rest of you will be confined to the castle, where you aren't set hoof outside of."
"That's not fair!" exclaimed Rainbow.
"I'm being more than fair, this is my kingdom you've entered, and while here, you'll follow my rules." Queen Amalthea said steely. Princess Luna calmed herself and said, "We graciously accept your help and will follow your rules during our stay." A smug smile formed on Amalthea's face.
"Now then, who will become my new subjects?" asked the queen. Twilight raised a hoof, and Discord lifted a paw.
"I will," they said in unison, surprising one another. Queen Amalthea looked at Discord seriously.
"You understand that as a Nightmare, you won't have your usual magical power, right?" Discord's mismatched eyes shrunk, and he blanched before heaving a sigh and saying, "If it means finding Fluttershy, I'll gladly part with my magic for a few days." Twilight couldn't help but smile, proud of Discord and his decision. 
"Then it's settled. Luna, if you'll assist me." A golden glow came from Queen Amalthea that merged with Princess Luna's own magic, as they converged they hit Twilight and Discord, changing their forms. They both accepted it, for the sake of their friend.

Meanwhile, Fluttershy was having a dream...no not a dream, more of a distant memory that had been rooted in the subconscious reaches of her mind. She was a filly, marveling at the natural beauty of a dreamy meadow. She felt more comfortable here than she had back in Cloudsdale. The, she heard the soft sound of crying. She followed the sound to a large willow tree, where she found another filly, a pony with a black coat and a wavy pastel green mane with a few lavender streaks, weeping into her hooves as she knelt onto the grass. Fluttershy tentatively reached out her hoof, and tapped the filly on the shoulder.
"Um, a-are you okay?" The filly let out a gasp, she stumbled onto her hooves and whirled around to Fluttershy. 
"Oh! I'm so sorry, did I startle you?" The filly wiped the large tears out of her eyes and sniffed.
"Only a teeny bit." said the pony. "But I'm fine thank you." 
"I'm glad, I would feel horrible if I'd upset somepony." said Fluttershy. "What is it that's made you cry like that?"
"Someponies were teasing me like they always do, telling me how I'll never amount to anything. So I ran away." The pony choked out through some remaining tears. Fluttershy knew just how she felt, and gently patted the filly on the back.
"Don't cry, if it makes you feel better, ponies make fun of me for being useless too." Fluttershy said in attempt to lighten her mood.
"I guess we're a both a couple of outcasts then." said the pony. Fluttershy gave the filly a friendly smile. 
"My name is Fluttershy, what's yours?"
"Moonlight Eve, I don't really care for the Moonlight part, so most just call me Eve."
"Well, it's a pleasure to meet you Eve." Eve smiled shyly, playing with the ends of her mane.
"Um, Fluttershy?"
"Yes?"
"Will you, be my friend?"
"Yes, I'd gladly be your friend." Eve beamed at her.
"Really? Oh, thank you, thank you, thank you!" The memory of the fillies faded away as Fluttershy began to wake up. She slowly sat up, a hoof to her head.
"What...happened...?" she asked to no pony in particular. She found herself in a giant gold bird cage, her floor mage of plush velvet. Outside the cage, was nothing but darkness and scraggly black thorn bushes that reached toward her, only to be repelled by the cage.
"Where am I? Where is this place?" Fluttershy asked frightened by her surroundings. 
"You're in my world." Fluttershy looked up to see Dream Catcher, only her coat was now black and her cutie mark was gone. Fluttershy said her true name, as old memories came flooding into her all at once.
"Eve?! Is it really you?" Eve nodded. 
"I'm sorry it's been so long." she said.
"What is this? Why did you bring me here?" Eve just smiled, and ran a hoof under Fluttershy's chin. 
"This is our new special place. No pony will bother us here. It'll just be you and me Fluttershy." Fluttershy backed away, afraid that she wasn't going to be escaping the giant cage, or this forest of thorns. 
"Best friends, forever and eternity." said Eve, as she grinned, a shadow on her face. By looking at her face, Fluttershy could tell that her old friend would not let her go.
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Chapter 6


Daybreak was approaching, and so were the Nightmares. Twilight and Discord were in their new Nightmare forms. Their coats were just as black as the other Nightmares', but they possessed a simple pony's body, no horns or wings upon them. Twilight's mane had become a magenta pink (like her streaks that she usually had), and deep purple streaks, and had a light curl to them. Discord looked like his old unicorn disguise, completely black with his coat and mane, and a pair of golden yellow eyes.
"There's no turning back you know." said Twilight to Discord, as they exited the castle and walked into the town. Discord looked away and said, "I'm well aware princess. Just let me worry about finding Fluttershy so we can leave this place and never ever come back." Twilight dropped the subject. She knew Discord could be a lot of things, a lot of unpleasant things, but for all his faults he cared deeply about Fluttershy and his friendship with her. She could see how hard it was on him, having his first friend taken right before his eyes and was now trying to bottle up his feelings. For now she'd leave it alone, but after this was over, she'd need to discuss it with him. A his friend and the Princess of Friendship. They continued to stroll through the town, looking at the many homes that made up the town, not a store or establishment in sight. The houses themselves looked nearly identical, with their smooth stone walls, their neat tile roofs with brick chimneys, and the shingles around the windows. But the houses had their own little touches that made them stand out from one another. Like different colored roofs, flowers growing outside the house and other such things. Queen Amalthea had told them that there was an empty house in town that they could stay in temporarily, and that if anypony asked, they were servants who grew up in the castle and retired to live a more simpler life. Showing them that the queen didn't have much creativity when it came to cover stories. But the had little to no options and were just gonna have to roll with it.  They stopped at the plain, empty house and stepped inside. 
"This place could use some more appealing decor." said Discord, running a hoof over the dusty fireplace mantel. "I'm thinking clashing zig-zags, creaky floor boards, maybe a potted plant that ties the room together in the upper ceiling." Discord continued to  muse over the chaotic changes that he viewed would improve their temporary living space. Twilight on the over hoof, was feeling tired, and curled up in a far corner of the room, trying to get some rest. She'd need it for tomorrow night, if the two of them were to blend in with the other Nightmares. 
"Hey now, I was in the middle of a conversation." said Discord, miffed that somepony was ignoring him. He was the one who did the ignoring. Twilight groaned.
"Please Discord, let me get some sleep, in fact, why don't you get some sleep to?" Discord crossed his arms defiantly, but left Twilight alone. He looked out the window at the star filled sky. 'Oh Fluttershy, where are you?' he asked silently. How long would it take to find her? And when they did find her, what if she was still mad at him? He hoped that wherever Moonlight Eve was keeping her, she was safe.

In the golden cage, Fluttershy was crying in the far end, keeping her distance from Eve. The Nightmare took a small step to the shivering pegasus.
"Fluttershy-" she began.
"Go away! I want to go home." shouted Fluttershy from under her hooves. Eve frowned.
"Come on Fluttershy, can't you put that behind us?"
"How can I?!" Fluttershy turned to face Eve, her eyes narrowed angrily, but they were still wet with tears. "You stole me away from my friends, from my home! And now you've locked me up in this cage like a prisoner. Do you have any idea what that's like?!" 
".....I do...." replied Eve. Fluttershy was silenced by this, her anger fading away as she saw Eve lowering her head sadly. "You remember about our time together, in the meadow when we were fillies, right?" Eve asked quietly.
"Yes." Fluttershy was puzzled, where was Eve going with this?
"I was a failure of a Nightmare. Everypony said so, and reminded me constantly of it. 'Oh, there's Moonlight Eve!' 'The poor dear is so frail, she'll be trampled before she can learn to trot.' 'What kind of Nightmare is afraid of the dark?' 'She's nothing but an annoying crybaby.' 'Who'd ever want to be friends with her?'" Eve's eyes glistened. "I've heard all the insults, and I believed them all. It became almost unbearable, all I wanted was to run and never look back. But where could I go? There was no place else for me, and I could never leave Aestas forever. Even with all those rotten Nightmares, this place is my home. But one day, during the nightly ride, I was lagging behind and accidentally strayed off the path and entered your dream." The ponies' eyes met.
"You know the rest of course. You were my first and only friend, and because of you, I gained a bit of confidence, I felt happy, and I ignored what everypony else thought. But it couldn't last. Queen Amalthea found out, and told me we couldn't be friends. I had to end our friendship and never see you again, or else I would get punished. Leaving you was the hardest thing I had to do. I was alone, nopony cared about me, nopony wanted to ever be my friend. I thought about you all the time, and I vowed that when I was older, I'd find a way to see you and we could be together again." Fluttershy knew she should be wary of the pony, but she couldn't help but feel sorry for Eve. In a way, they were the same. They'd both been ridiculed and felt so lonely growing up. But she had her friends now, and Eve had nopony except her.
"Eve..." she said quietly. She wanted to let Eve know that everything would be alright, but at the same time, she was still upset that she'd disguised herself as a normal pony and kidnapped her. Eve turned her back to Fluttershy.
"I didn't want it to be like this, but I had no choice. All those ponies, those friends of yours had taken my place. They made you forget all about me. I would be nothing, and I couldn't accept that." Fluttershy could hear Eve's voice cracking full of sadness as she tried to get out what she'd been wanting to say all these years.
"How can anypony accept being abandoned? Tossed aside by the pony you care about without a second thought! Which is why I decided to bring you here, to my home. Or rather, far outside my home. Think about it, just you and me, two lonely ponies together again as friends, living in an eternal dream. Free from worry, strife, and all the other troubles of the other world." Fluttershy shook her head.
"Eve, you know very well that that's not how it works." she said.
"Why can't it be?!" Eve demanded, anger edging her voice. "Why can't we do it? Why? Why?!" Eve broke down into tears.
"For the same reason you couldn't leave your home, I care about my friends, and you Eve. Please do the right thing, and send me back home." Fluttershy wasn't lying as she spoke, trying to plead with Eve, her fillyhood playmate. She  needed to understand that what she was doing wasn't right. Eve didn't say anything, instead she turned to Fluttershy, her face hidden by her mane. 
"You really want to go home?" she asked in a tone that sent chills down Fluttershy's back. "Not if I can help it." She tossed a hoofful of dust into Fluttershy's face once more, her head reeled as she began to lose contentiousness. 
"What did you do?" asked Fluttershy helplessly.
"It won't harm you, by the time you wake up, you'll forget all about your friends." said Eve in a calm tone. Fluttershy's eyes widened, a wave of sleep threatening to take over.
"No..." Fluttershy whispered. She fell, reaching a hoof toward Eve before collapsing into another deep sleep.
"I'm the only friend you could ever need." Eve said, believing this to be true. Not realizing how misguided her actions were. To her it didn't matter, nothing mattered, because she had what she wanted. Her best friend forever and eternity.

Twilight let out a very long yawn. She felt a bit drowsy, getting up and ready to start the night. Discord was snoring on his side of the room. 'How is it I was able to sleep through that?' Twilight wondered to herself. She trotted to him, and shook him by the shoulder.
"Rise and shine Discord! We have a long night ahead of us, and we need to get moving." said Twilight. Spike was a heavy sleeper back home, so she had a bit of practice in waking up ponies who weren't in a waking mood. Discord shooed her off with his hoof, grumbled and turned to his side. Twilight tried to lift him into the air with a spell, but remembered she didn't have her horn. She let out an aggravated sigh and took Discord by the back leg (because his tail was too short) and dragged him out of the house. It was then, that Discord finally chose to wake up and move about on his own.
"I can wake myself up, thank you very much." he said. Twilight rolled her eyes, wondering how Fluttershy could put up with somepony like him.
"Hey, I haven't seen you two around here before!" The two turned to the speaker. A female Nightmare, with fire red mane and eyes. She looked at them suspiciously. 
"Who are you?" she inquired. Twilight spoke for the both of them, using their cover story.
"I'm Dawn and this is my...er brother Dusk. We grew up in the castle, and thought it would be better to live an easier life with the rest of you." she cracked a nervous smile. Discord lowered his eyes, there was no way she'd believe a flimsy story like that. The nightmare smiled.
"In that case, it's great to have you here." she said. Then again, the gullibility of ponies never ceased to amaze him. 
"My name is Starla, I'm the whose who if you catch my drift." she winked at them as if they were sharing a personal secret. "Have any questions, feel free to ask me." Twilight and Discord weren't entirely sure what to make of her, but the willingly followed her, as she led them to the other Nightmares.
"Hey guys, I'd like you to meet some new ponies!" said Starla enthusiastically. The Nightmares turned to Starla and saw the new Nightmares that she was introducing. 
"This is Dawn and her brother Dusk, they're from the castle!"
"The castle?"
"That mean's they've lived with the queen." 
"That Dusk fellow looks kinda cute." The Nightmares welcomed them with open hooves. One of the Nightmares, another girl with short pink and yellow mane walked up to them, shaking their hooves.
"Nice to meet you Dawn and Dusk! My name is Starburst, and let me tell you, it's nice to meet somepony new." Twilight and Discord quickly learned that Starburst was a chatter box. She went on and on, introducing them to all the Nightmares.
"That's Constance, Coal, Bellatrix, Cassandra, Lexie, Ganymede, Magellan, Andromeda, Nova, Calypso, ...." Discord tuned out her endless chatter as he scanned for Moonlight Eve, but there didn't seem to be any sign of her. He bit the inside of his cheek. She was probably reveling in how clever she was, and having a perfectly pleasant time with Fluttershy.
".....and of course you've met Starla, but, somepony seems to be missing." Starla rolled her eyes and gave an exaggerated sigh.
"Moonlight Eve, ugh, that lazy pony has been lagging behind lately, and I'm tired of having to wait for her to show up before we can ride out! Starla seemed to have some kind of distaste for Moonlight Eve. 'Join the club.' Discord thought. 'We should just leave without her, at the rate she gallops, we'll be here until midnight."
"Wait! I'm here!" Moonlight Eve came galloping toward them, out of breath. "Sorry I'm late."
"Well it's about time slowpoke." said Starla, lifting her head up in a snooty fashion.
"I said I was sorry." Moonlight Eve noticed Twilight and Discord and looked at them curiously.
Hello, have we met?" she asked. Their eyes widened, had they been discovered? Luckily Starla stepped in, covering for them.
"Very unlikely Eve, Dawn and Dusk are from the castle, someplace a Nightmare like you isn't worth even mentioning." said Starla. Some of the Nightmares laughed at Starla's mean joke. If it weren't for the situation they were in and the fact that she was a dirty, no good kidnapper, Discord would almost feel sorry for her. 
"Now that everypony is here, let's head out!" The Nightmares lined up on the a shining, milky white path that cut through the grass, Moonlight Eve was way in the back with Twilight and Discord.
"And...go!" The Nightmares galloped down the path, the nightly ride had begun.
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Chapter 7


In the castle, Princess Luna and the rest of the girls were in the guest room that Queen Amalthea had assigned to them. It was roughly medium sized, there were no windows, a couple chairs and a single bed, but other than that it was fairly cozy. The girls were settling down, getting comfortable in their temporary dwelling.
"I know these are plain sheets, but the material is exquisite!" said Rarity complementing on the bed sheets that shimmered almost like satin. "In fact a lot of things in this castle are absolutely fabulous!" 
"And super shiny!" added Pinkie Pie rubbing the high polished floor that also shined to a glow with hooves. Making an occasional goofy face that made her giggle.
"Too bad the ruler isn't as nice." said Rainbow Dash, trying to get comfortable on one of the chairs that would serve as her bed. 
"I hope Twilight and Discord are doing alright, if the Nightmares are anything like their queen, I can't imagine what kind of trouble that could happen to them out there." said Applejack, hanging up her hat.
"I'm sure Twilight's doing fine, " said Rarity. "Discord however, I can't say the same for. He's gotten better, I'll give him that, but he's still unpredictable." 
"He better be careful." said Rainbow Dash. "We already lost Fluttershy, and I don't want us to lose any more friends."
"Worry not Rainbow Dash," said Princess Luna confidently. "I know that Discord will do whatever it takes to get Fluttershy back." But in her mind she thought, 'I hope.'

The nightly ride didn't seem like anything special.  The Nightmares galloped along the milky pathway, scattering bits of light with each hoof beat as they stepped across it.
"It's almost like the running of the leaves." Twilight whispered to Discord. 
"Never really cared much for it, the race was the only interesting thing about the whole thing." said Discord in a bored tone, further expressing his disinterest. His golden eyes looked around, trying to keep himself entertained despite the sheer boredom he was experiencing. They stopped and shot a hard glare at Moonlight Eve, who was doing her best to keep up with the group. It was all that pony's fault! He was just itching to grab her by the shoulders and force the answers out of her. Twilight followed his gaze and looked back at him.
"Not yet." she told him. Discord scowled. He wanted to go interrogate her,  but Twilight and Princess Luna had made him promise not to take action without their permission. He cursed himself for making such a promise, why did he even make it? Twilight had explained that it was for his own good, saying it was because he was in a delicate, emotional state and could over react if not careful. That he'd give them away. He was not in an emotional state! He was perfectly and chaotically fine. 100, no, 200% completely and utterly utterly alright, if not bored. He didn't need the permission of some princesses to do or not do something. If he were in his normal Draconequus form he'd have no problem getting his answers. But Princess Luna had been quite clear that while in Aestas, they'd all obey the rules. An activity he didn't care for and would  rather avoid. 'This is all kinds of humiliating! If Celestia or anypony else were to find out, I'd never here the end of it.' 
There was only one thing that made him do all this, and it was not a promise to a couple of princesses. His mind thought of Fluttershy. Her quiet yet lovely voice, her teal eyes, the adorable way she'd blush and hide her face behind that silky mane of hers. He thought back to the time at the dinner party, where he'd been causing trouble and it was there that Fluttershy had declared him her friend. She'd shown him kindness while others might not have thought he'd deserved it. She even put up with him in her cottage when he'd contracted an actual sickness after being sneezed on by a giant worm, and nursed him back to health. She'd done so much for him, and it was time that he returned the favor. He'd do anything, even keeping a pathetic princess promise if it ensured further success of seeing her again, to giggle and talk with her once more.
"Okay, let's stop here and take a break!" announced Starla. The Nightmares slowed down and stopped at a patch of luminescent flowers. The Nightmares moved about, grazing on theses plants. Twilight sniffed one of the flowers and took a small bite.
"Not bad." she said. Discord also tried a flower.
"Needs more salt." he said. Moonlight Eve knelt down near the pair, quietly eating the flowers.
"Alright, I'll go and talk to her, and you'll stay here until I'm done." said Twilight. Discord narrowed his eyes.
"Now that's hardly fair! I want to interrogate her too, we could do a good cop, bad cop routine."
"I'll ask for your help when I need it." Twilight said. She turned and walked to Moonlight Eve. Discord rolled his eyes, wanting to do something other than be the princess' supervisor. Instead he would likely die of boredom before she got back.



"Hey, mind if I sit with you?" Moonlight Eve lifted her head, surprised that somepony was talking to her, much less asking to sit with her.
"Um...sure...." she finally said. The new Nightmare sat down beside her and began to eat some of the flowers.
"You're Moonlight Eve, right?" she asked. Moonlight Eve nodded a light.
"I prefer to be called Eve though, the Moonlight part isn't all that great."
"Eve's a nice name." she said, making some small talk.
"And you're Dawn, it's not often we get somepony new here, especially from the castle." said Eve. "You and your brother are sure to liven things up a bit." Dawn rolled her eyes.
"You have no idea. There are times when he can be nothing but a pain, but so long as he's here I'm gonna have to put up with him and keep him out of trouble."
"We could use a little trouble." said Eve. A small mischievous smile tugging at the corners of her mouth.  "It can get so boring and routine, that a little change is almost welcomed here." 
"Best you don't tell him that, otherwise he'd go all out." Eve relaxed a little, finding herself enjoying this pony's company, but only a little bit. For all she knew, she just wanted something from her, or to tease her as the others had.
"So, how does this nightly ride work exactly?" asked Dawn casually, changing the subject entirely.
"Well, you know of course we can't directly interfere with the dreams of dreamers, so we ride down the milky pathway, scattering a special dust that helps bring  good dreams to dreamers." Eve explained. Dawn's face filled with intrigue and curiosity.
"So you indirectly influence whether a pony er dreamer will have a good dream?" Eve nodded.
"Dreamers have the power to have either good or bad dreams, but good dreams are nicer, and we assist in helping dreamers have them."
"But, won't the dreamers be fine without us?" Eve lowered her head, and pawed at a flower.
"Maybe so, but the queen believes that we're helping them, that we are vital to the dreamers. But...I think she's just afraid."
"Afraid? Afraid of what?" asked Dawn.
"What else? Of becoming useless, of becoming forgotten. When Princess Luna abandoned us, we had no direction or leadership other than the queen's. She saw this as an insult to all Nightmares, and out of pride decreed that we would separate from the dreamers, that we didn't need them, but that they needed us." Eve became quiet, she looked over at the other Nightmares who were blissfully talking and eating.
"But that's not what's real." Eve continued. "The real truth is that we need dreamers. But unless the queen says otherwise, nothing will change." She looked up at Dawn embarrassed.
"Sorry, I'm probably talking your ear off, just like Starburst. I probably sound like a downer." Dawn shook her head.
"Not at all, you're only saying the truth, and there's nothing wrong with that." said Dawn. Eve looked away and bit back a small smile.
"Thanks." Eve mumbled. Dawn smiled at her.
"What are friends for?" Eve hid in her mane, and ran a hoof over her bangs, trying to hide herself.
"Excuse me, I...I have to go and...do something." she said, moving to another spot. Starla sat next to Dawn. 
"Don't mind her, Eve's always been a little weirdo. Honestly, I don't see why she tries to make friends when she should know it's never going to happen." Dawn lowered her eyes at her.
"Isn't that a little...mean?" she asked. Starla scoffed, tossing her fire red mane over her shoulder.
"Maybe it is, but that Nightmare should buck up and start acting like a Nightmare." Dawn frowned.
"Excuse me, I need to check on my brother." said Dawn. 
"It was good talking with you." Starla said with a wave good bye. 

"I can't believe her!" Twilight said huffily to Discord. "That...Starla is nothing but a mean pony who bullies Eve around. What did she ever do wrong?"
"Um, how about kidnapping our friend?" said Discord matter-of-factly. Twilight shook her head.
I meant to the Nightmares! They just seem...awful, with ponies like these, who needs enemies?" Discord arched an eyebrow at her.
"You're not actually feeling sorry for her, are you?" he questioned. Twilight sighed.
"I don't know, maybe a little. Eve just seems to be lonely, and not really evil, maybe we can convince her to let Fluttershy go in exchange for friendship." Discord snickered.
"Oh yeah, I can see that going smoothly." he said sarcastically. "Excuse me Eve, would you mind terribly if we took back our friend? We promise that if you let us we'll show you the 'magic of friendship'." He used his hooves to make air quotes around 'magic of friendship'. Twilight groaned.
"Okay, okay, so we need a better approach." said Twilight.
"Really? I hadn't noticed." said Discord. He grinned as Twilight rubbed her forehead in irritation. 
"Why couldn't I have been paired with Applejack or Rarity? Heck, even Pinkie Pie would've been better." Twilight complained.
"Well get used to it princess, because we're gonna be stuck with each other for a while, and in that time you're my only source of entertainment." Twilight's pupils shrunk. What had she gotten herself into?

Queen Amalthea was walking down one of her many long hallways, she enjoyed strolling down them whenever she needed to think. And she had a lot to think about. What with Moonlight Eve disobeying her and the return of Princess Luna, a pony she'd hoped never to see again. Was she being petty? Perhaps, but it was justified. 1,000 years with no word, suddenly appearing and demanding her help. As soon as this whole mess was over, the two would continue on with their lives and never have to speak to each other again. As the queen was nearing her chambers, she was stopped by the very pony that she'd been thinking about.
"Amalthea! We must talk." Queen Amalthea stopped and turned to look at Princess Luna trotting to her.
"About what?" asked Amalthea, trying to be patient with her, even though she didn't want to have any further business with her. Princess gave the queen a no nonsense look.
"You know exactly what I want to talk about, we need to talk about...the incident." said Luna. Queen Amalthea's whole body stiffened, her eyes turned to slits.
"We've already agreed to leave that in the past, and to keep to ourselves." she said through gritted teeth.
"We did no such thing." argued Luna. "You sent me one, one letter when I returned saying that you had cut all ties to the dreamer world, and haven't answered any of the countless letters I've sent to you." Amalthea's frown deepened with each word that left Luna. "I know what I did was wrong, which is why I'm trying to make up for it." Amalthea opened up her chamber doors and gave a quick glare at Luna.
"You're 1,000 years too late your highness." said Amalthea as she shut the door in Luna's face. Luna heard the click of the lock on the other side. Luna knocked loudly on the door, trying to call out to the queen.
"Amalthea, open the door! You can't avoid this forever! Sooner or later, we need to deal with this issue." No reply came. Luna heaved a sigh. "Very well, when you feel like talking, you know where to find me." Princess Luna stalked off, back to her room where the others were waiting. In the queen's chamber, Queen Amalthea leaned her back against the door, listening as the hoofsteps faded away. Though she wholeheartedly denied it, she felt a twinge of regret. All those years she'd believed that breaking away was the right course of action to take, and yet now, she was having doubts about her decision. Which was impossible! A queen was never wrong. And yet, she was beginning to feel unsure.
"We can't change the past Luna." she whispered. "I've accepted my actions, but have you truly accepted yours?"
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Chapter 8


Eve was glad when it was almost daybreak and the nightly ride was finally over, finally she could slip away to someplace more important, but first she needed to step inside her house real quick and grab a few things. She entered the house, which was a bit cluttered and untidy, it had been a while since she last did any house keeping. On a long table in the middle of the room, there were bowls and vials full of dust. Not the kind that you sweep under the rug (though she did have some of that lying around), but magic dust that she herself collected and created. each one of a different color and was imbued with different properties. When used correctly, they could have long lasting, potent affects, and she'd need to bring some of it with her. Shoving a few of the vials and grabbing a few essentials, Eve waited till she was sure that everypony pony had returned to their respected homes.
She opened her door just a crack and peeked out, to make sure nopony was still out and about. Quietly, she left the house. Making sure the door was shut firmly behind her, and journeyed over the northern hill that looked over the town.  She stopped, having reached its peak, on the other side was a place most self-respecting Nightmares didn't dare go. The Garden of Shadows, a place of absolute darkness and once fabled to have been part of the dark side of Aestas, a place of bad dreams. But the nightmare creatures, the Tenebris, who once ruled over the bad dreams and had once lived there were gone, and all that remained that showed any faint trace of their existence was a forest of ginormous black thorns and briers, and tall dead trees. A hulking mass that looked like a monster.
Though she was older, there were times when she would feel her old fear of the dark creep back into her. She'd end up envisioning all sorts of monsters that could be lurking in that nothingness, waiting to reach out, and pull her in. Eve shook her head, she needed to buck up and start acting her age, she wasn't a filly anymore. She headed down the hill to the Garden of Shadows, as she drew near, the light wind whisked through the tree branches and other plants, sounding like a raspy whisper. She chose to ignore it, and plunged ahead. All around her, Eve saw nothing but pitch blackness, making it easy for one to get lost if they didn't know their way, and it was a good place for hiding. Eve reached into her bag and pulled out a vial of dust that had a faint glow and would serve as her guiding light. carefully, she stepped over twisted tree roots, ducked under over heading vines of thorns, and in no time made it to her destination. 
The golden cage had its own light about it, a beacon in the dark and was covered by protective thorns to ensure nopony got in or out. She reached into her bag again, drawing some deep green dust, and tossed it at the thorns. As it touched them, the thorns parted for Eve. allowing her entrance to the cage door. The Nightmare entered the cage, a smile on her face at the sweet sight she saw. Fluttershy slept soundly on the cage floor, she looked so at peace it seemed almost a shame to wake her up, but she'd been waiting all night to see her again.


Everything was an unintelligible blur in Fluttershy's mind as she started to wake up. Like she'd been trying to holding onto some kind of dream that was important, but couldn't remember what it was or why it was important. She opened her eyes to find her friend Eve sitting next to her.
"So, you're finally up, about time." said Eve. Fluttershy sat up and rubbed her eyes with the back of her hoof.
"How long have I been asleep?" she asked, yawning.
"I'd say about all night, you must've been really tired."
"I suppose so..."
"Well enough chit chat, its time for a little breakfast." Eve reached into her bag and pulled out a couple of day old rolls, handing one to Fluttershy.
"I guess I am a bit hungry." she said. Her stomach grumbled as if in agreement. Eve giggled.
"More than a bit, judging by the roar your stomach just made." Fluttershy's face turned red and she put a hoof to her tummy. She quickly ate up the roll. 
"So," Fluttershy began, "did anything interesting happen while I was out?"
"Actually yes, a couple of new Nightmares came to live in the village, from the castle." said Eve, eating her roll in one bite.
"Really? What were they like?" Fluttershy asked with curiosity. 
"I'm not too sure, they seemed nice enough, but it's too early to tell."
"Well I'm sure they're very nice ponies, and they might not be too used to everypony yet. I know I get all nervous when I meet somepony new." 
"One of them...Dawn, talked to me and I think she might want to be friends with me." Eve looked at Fluttershy hesitantly, unsure of what her reaction would be. But Fluttershy smiled politely. 
"That's wonderful!" she said. Eve was surprised by this response.
"R-really? You don't mind?" Fluttershy shook her head.
"Of course not, I think it's a good thing, it'll give you a chance good to socialize and fit in with the others." Eve was silent and didn't meet Fluttershy's gaze.
"What if, I don't want to fit in? What if I'm happy with how things are?" asked Eve.
"If that's how you feel, then nopony will force you, but you never know when you might change your mind." 
"Pfft! Like I'd ever change my mind." scoffed Eve. "What more could I want than my best friend?" Fluttershy wanted to press further, but judging by the uneasy look on her friend's face, she thought it best to drop the subject....for now. Eve's face brightened instantly as she leaned toward Fluttershy and said excitedly, "You want to see a magic trick?" Fluttershy smiled and nodded, wondering what exactly Eve had planned for her.
"Then prepare!" Eve boomed in a dramatic voice. "For the spectacular feats of magic and mystery that I have brought to you." Eve took hold of vial of bright blue dust, uncorking it, she blew its contents high up into the air above them. The particles of dust swirled around, as they hit the roof of the cage, they burst into the form of animal silhouettes. Fluttershy looked in wonder, applauding at the display, but Eve still had more tricks up her sleeve. With a pinch on hot pink dust, cast it over one of the thorn vines out side the cage. The vine turned from black to a healthy green and from it bloomed a beautiful pink rose. Eve plucked the radiant blossom and presented it to Fluttershy.
"A sweet rose for a friend that's just as sweet." said Eve. Fluttershy laughed at Eve's flattery. "And now, for the greatest feat ever witnessed or performed before pony eyes!" Eve procured what looked like a stuffed bunny from underneath a magician's cloth. The bunny looked to have been made out of lint and dust. For this trick, Eve used a full vial of lavender dust, pouring it onto the bunny. Imagine Fluttershy's surprise as the bunny let out a sneeze and came to life. Fluttershy applauded wildly, the dusty bunny looked up at her with great curiosity. Fluttershy fawned over the little dear, sure he was a bit dirty, but he was still a fluffy little bunny. It reminded her of...something....perhaps another bunny she knew once. But she couldn't quite place the familiarity. 
"He's so sweet." Fluttershy stroked him behind one of his large, lumpy ears. 
"His name is Lumen, I...made him when I was a filly, he was the only thing I had for a plaything." Eve said, a touch embarrassed. She'd never shown Lumen to anypony before. And with good reason, all the Nightmares would've laughed at her if they ever saw her carrying the little dust bunny around. But she knew how much Fluttershy loved bunnies, and thought it would be nice to give her a little extra company for when she was away.
"I was thinking, that, maybe we could share him, if you'd like." said Eve unsure. 
"That would be lovely." Fluttershy replied, cuddling the bunny. The two of them played with Lumen until it was roughly midday. Eve let out a yawn, her eye lids started to droop a little.
"Are you feeling tired?" Eve shook her head, trying to keep her eyes open.
"No, no, I'm fine." she yawned again, even louder. 
"Eve, if you're tired, you should get some rest."
"I don't need any rest, I can-" she yawned once more. Fluttershy helped Eve up, and walked her to the cage door.
"How long has it been since you last slept?" Eve thought for a moment, trying to recall.
"Let's see...what day is it again?" 
"That settles it, you need to head on and get some sleep." Fluttershy said, handing Eve her bag. Eve shook her head in protest.
"I can't go yet, I don't want to leave you here."
"Don't worry about me, Lumen will keep me company." said Fluttershy. "Besides, you getting your rest is far more important." Eve tried to protest some more, but could only manage yet another yawn.
"Very well." said a defeated Eve. "I'll be back again later, and I'll try to bring more tricks with me." Eve opened the cage door and cleared a pathway for her.
"Take care!" Fluttershy called, she and Lumen waved goodbye to Eve a she disappeared into the shadows. "Oh, I hope she'll be alright." said Fluttershy worriedly. 

Back in the Nightmare village, Twilight had been resting up when she was awoken by banging on the door. She let out a yelp as the door swung open,a frazzled Starla stood in the doorway. Her red eyes looked up and around the cottage, stopping on the ceiling. 
"Aha! They've struck here too!" cried Starla. 
"Huh?!" Twilight looked up at the ceiling in turn, finding it covered in muddy hoof prints. "What the-?!"
"Some prankster has been going around to everyponies' house, whoever it is they've been making a mess of things." Starla's eyes seemed to glow like two flames. Like uprooting flower beds and putting them on rooftops, or poor Calypso's house that's been splattered with garish paint, don't even get me started on what they did to my house.  It's chaos I tell you, nothing but chaos!" As Starla stormed off, muttering to herself as she left to check on the next house. Twilight closed the door. Her eyes narrowed as she had a good idea of who the perpetrator could be.
"Chaos huh?" She turned to see Discord was also awake and whistling an innocent tune. 
"Something the matter Twilight?" he asked in a silky tone he often used when he tried to sound casual but that instead made him seem all the more guilty.
"You can cut the act Discord, it's obvious that this is your doing." spat Twilight. Discord put a hoof to his chest and lifted hid head high. 
"My dear Twilight, surely you're not suggesting that-"
"Discord!" She gave him an angry look. Discord rolled his eyes at her.
"Yes, yes, it was me. Happy now?"
"No! I mean...! Why did you...? How did you even get onto the ceiling?!" Discord smirked a devious smirk. 
"That's a trade secret that I cannot indulge." he said, his eyes full of mischief. Twilight groaned, becoming increasingly more agitated. 
"However, as to why I did it, would you really expect anything less from me? When you're a creature of chaos, you need to have a little harmless fun, otherwise you'll go stir crazy." He laid his chin on a hoof as he faced Twilight.
"And the best part of this is the amusement I get out of you knowing who was behind these little pranks, but are sadly in a position that makes you unable to tell anypony who did them." he said, laughing at the look on Twilight's face.
"Why you..." She wanted to scream at him, but Discord put his hoof on her mouth, cutting her off.
"Now, now Twilight. We wouldn't want to disturb our gracious neighbors, now would we?" Twilight bit the inside of her cheek.
"No, we wouldn't." she growled, resisting the urge to throttle Discord as he flashed a devilish smile and patted her on the head before leaving.
"That's a good princess. I suggest you let out that temper of yours before we head off, dear Twilight." Discord couldn't help but grin with glee, Twilight's reactions were always worth a good laugh. He knew he was on an important mission, but when has that ever stopped him from throwing out a needed bit of chaos among ponies? He was still set on finding Fluttershy mind you, but he'd also need to vent off as much boredom as possible in order to think up a marvelous plan. He stopped, peering from the side of one of the houses to see Eve exiting her house, stretching out her legs before noticing all the confused and angry Nightmares.
"Oh my stars! What happened while I was asleep?" Eve took in all the disgruntled faces and the craziness that had befallen all of the houses. All...except hers.
"YOU!" bellowed Starla, pointing an accusing hoof at her. "You caused all of this didn't you? As payback or something." Eve was speechless, her eyebrows knit in confusion.
"What? No! I would never do anything like this." She said defensively. "Even if you do deserve it." Starla's mane seemed to be glowing brighter, becoming actual flames. 
"It's one thing to go around defacing our homes, but to deny it and act all innocent? Well, it's about time we teach you a lesson." Discord rubbed his hooves together, waiting to watch the fight go down. Sadly for him, Twilight had seen the action and stepped between Starla and Eve, whose eyes were widened in fear.
"What do you think you're doing?!" asked Twilight. The flames of Starla's mane quelled, but she stood her ground.
"Don't you see? It's all her fault! She's the one who went around causing all those little pranks." Twilight looked over her shoulder to see that Eve was shaking. 
"There's no way Eve had anything to do with this." said Twilight boldly. 
"Come on, it's obvious it was her. Besides, do you have any proof that she didn't do it?"
"Do you have any proof that she did?" challenged Twilight. The Nightmares looked back and forth between the two. The flames from Starla disappeared completely, she looked down at her hooves.
"No, I don't." she admitted begrudgingly. 
"Then there you have it. For now, I suggest we put this whole mess behind us and prepare for the ride, we can clean up when we get back." Twilight then asked slyly, "Or would you rather I take this up with the queen?" That seemed to be enough to shut them up, and they all left. 
"I didn't need your help." said Eve. Twilight smiled at her. 
"I know, but I wanted to." Discord was disappointed. That Nightmare deserved every injury she would've received in the brawl, but instead Princess Twilight had to come to her rescue. An idea hit him, and he smiled. 'Enjoy your time while you can.' he thought, watching Eve. 'Because soon, you'll regret ever meeting Fluttershy.'

Princess Luna stood on the balcony of one of the castle towers, her thought turning to  distant memories of the past. One day in particular played over and over in her mind's eye.
"Princess Luna, is what I've heard true?"
"That depends, what have you heard?"
"That you've been lurking near the Garden of Shadows, please tell me it isn't true."
"........."
"No. Do you have any idea what you're risking just by being near that cursed place?"
"It was merely out of curiosity! I've read how immense power existed there, and wanted to see if it was indeed gone."
"You of all ponies should know of the legend, your highness. It was that same power that upset the balance of Aestas and brought the Tenebris to ruin."
"Is it a crime to see for oneself if the legend was indeed true?"
"....I will only ask this once of you Luna, do not return to the garden. The creatures may be gone, but their influence still lies dormant, and should somepony happen to-"
"I am the Princess of the Night Amalthea, I will not fall victim to the garden's corruption."
"......See that you don't."

The princess sighed. 'Why? Why didn't I listen?' What she hadn't told Queen Amalthea, was that she'd gone to the Garden of Shadows for a more selfish reason. She'd gone in the hopes of discovering a magic that would help to strengthen her own, and would make her her sister's equal, or her better. She'd grown tired of watching the ponies bask in her sister's precious light, and jealousy took root in her. It was this that led to her corruption, to turning into Nightmare Moon. She couldn't escape the past, but the least she could do was face the future and accept the consequences for her actions. 
"Princess Luna." said a voice. Luna turned to see the girls trotting toward her.
"What are you four doing here? Shouldn't you be back in the room?" she questioned. Rainbow Dash shook her head.
"We couldn't stand waiting around any longer. We came to help Fluttershy, and that's what we intend to do." she said. Applejack nodded in agreement. 
"We're hoping to find something useful in this castle's library."
"Yeah, it's amazing what kind of helpful stuff we end up finding in a library." Piped Pinkie Pie. 
"Would you care to join us?" asked Rarity. Luna gave one last look up at the sky before replying, "Alright, what do you propose to find?"
"No idea!" chirped Pinkie. "But we'll know it when we see it." Princess Luna followed the ponies as the headed off in search of the library.
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Chapter 9


Fluttershy tossed and turned in her sleep, something that had been occurring a lot over the past few days. Lumen felt sorry for the pegasus and hopped to her side, rubbing his head against her cheek to comfort her. Fluttershy woke up and saw the dust bunny, she smiled kindly at him.
"Good morning Lumen." She reached out her hoof and petted his head. "I'm fine, you don't need to worry about me, I just..." She paused and looked up at the cage ceiling. "I just keep feeling as though there's something important that I need to remember. I only wish I knew what it was." Lumen rested his head on Fluttershy's arm, to show that he was there for her.
"Thank you, maybe when Eve gets back I can talk to her about it." Fluttershy smiled as she thought of her. Dear Eve, her only friend and the only pony who made her happy when she was a little filly. They'd been together for how long now? It was a all a blur, not unlike her dreams. The only things she seemed to remember clearly were the memories of when she and Eve were little, all the times they played together, and nothing else. 'Nothing else other than Eve...somehow...that doesn't sound quite right. There should be more than just Eve, shouldn't there?' Fluttershy picked up the sound of the cage door rattling and turned to see Eve stepping inside.
"Oh, you're already up, I hope I didn't keep you waiting long." said Eve. 
"No, not at all, in fact I woke up not too long ago." 
"Good, are you hungry? I brought some more food this time." 
"Yes please." As Fluttershy nibbled on a biscuit Eve had brought, she looked to her friend and asked her question.
"Um, Eve, do you ever have a certain dream that's trying to tell you something important, but no matter how hard you try you can't make it out?" Eve looked at her in bewilderment over such a strange question. 
"I wouldn't know." she said, focusing on her own food. "Nightmares don't have dreams."
"Never?" asked Fluttershy. Eve shook her head. 
"That's one of the reasons we call ponies dreamers, because unlike us they possess the ability to dream."
"Then, what happens when you sleep?"
"Nothing, it's all blank and empty. We close our eyes and see nothing. It's a time where we rest and wait till it's time to start our usual routine." Fluttershy couldn't believe what she was hearing.
"That sounds awful!" she cried. Eve shook her head.
"It's really not that bad."
"But dreams are important! They allow you to be who you want to be, to imagine the impossible. I can't imagine what it'd be like if were to suddenly stop dreaming." Fluttershy looked at her friend with pity. "I shouldn't have said anything."
"You didn't know, there's no harm done. It's just something we Nightmares need to live with." Even though Eve didn't seemed to be bothered by not being able to dream, Fluttershy couldn't help but feel pangs of sadness in her own heart. A life with out dreams, what kind of life must that be like?
"Why did you ask? Is something troubling you?" asked Eve. Fluttershy just looked down and sighed, "No, it's nothing really."  She didn't bring up her dreams again after that for the duration of Eve's visit. How could she? As Eve said, she wouldn't understand. Right as Eve was about to leave, Fluttershy stopped her and said, "There's...one more thing I want to ask you Eve."
"Yes?" Fluttershy gulped, and let out her question.
"Well, I've been thinking, it gets a bit lonely and dull here, and I was wondering, if I can go outside the cage? Just for a bit?" Eve froze.
"Whatever for? You've seen those thorns outside, it's best you stay in here." 
"Yes but," Fluttershy ruffled her wings against her sides, "I want to see what else there is. Something other than just this cage, other than you." Eve's face became almost a dark gray as she paled at those words. She'd gotten rid of those pesky memories of Fluttershy's old friends, and still she wanted to leave? How could this be?
"B-but we've been having so much fun!" said Eve, a wild look started to pass over her eyes and her voice raised in pitch as she frantically spoke. "Is it because I'm always leaving? I can stay here with you if that's what you want. I can use my dust to transform this place into a living dream, I'll surround you in a garden of roses and wonder. You don't need ever leave here." Fluttershy took a step back, somewhat alarmed by Eve's behavior. 
"You don't have anypony else, just like me, so tell me what's missing. I can give it to you. Whatever it is, I'll give it to you." Fluttershy remained calm and replied softly, "It's not enough."
"What do you mean?! What's not enough?!"
"This, our friendship. I care about you Eve, as any friend does. But, there must be more than just you in my life. I've been feeling...empty somehow. I want to go out and see beyond this cage, to see and experience other things." Fluttershy then gave Eve a pleading look. "As my friend, then you know that this is true." Eve felt her body shaking. Her friend wanted to leave. Wanted to leave her. She...she couldn't! And yet, somewhere inside, Eve could hear a voice telling her that what she was doing was indeed wrong. She wanted her friend all to herself, but at the cost of her friend's freedom? No, this was all crazy. It was time to set things right. 
"Alright," she whispered. "I'll...let you out." Fluttershy's face light up.
"Really?"
"But...not right now. I've run low on dust, and I'll need to make some more in order to get safely through the thorns."
"How long will it take?" asked Fluttershy. 
"Just a day or two, I'll come back for you and we can leave together." Fluttershy smiled widely.
"Oh thank you Eve! Thank you!" Eve smiled sadly, and headed back out into the Garden of Shadows.

The walk back was taking longer than usual, for Eve was feeling downtrodden that Fluttershy wanted to leave, that she wasn't content with just their friendship. It was probably for the best. It was foolish to assume that she keep Fluttershy forever. And why can't you keep her forever? A chilling voice whispered, tickling at Eve's ear. 'Am I imagining things?' she wondered. Oh, this is no imagination, I assure you. The voice seemed to be reading her thoughts. She wanted to run, but something made her stay frozen to the spot.
You've waited for so long for your friend, you've showered her with attention, your friendship, and how does she repay you? By wanting to leave you. Poor Moonlight Eve, all alone for eternity. 'That's not true! Fluttershy's still my friend!' Perhaps, but friend or not, what should happen should you let the pegasus go? Eve's pupil's shrunk, she could feel the voice entering her, speaking directly inside her. You've disobeyed the queen twice now, what will she say or even do once she finds out? And what about those old friends? The ones you've made her forget about. What if they should find her, and she should regain her memories? She would never forgive you for what you've done to her. And you'd be all alone, forgotten, an insignificant spec to be tossed aside without so much as a passing thought. 
With each word, Eve began to believe the voice. She believed everything it said, convincing her otherwise why not to free Fluttershy. 
"Then what should I do?" she asked aloud. In front of her hooves, shooting up from the ground came a flower. It looked a bit like a lotus, with dingy gray petals. Pick the flower, and use its pollen. You shall find that it'll prove most useful.
"What will it do? she asked. The voice chuckled darkly. With this, your dear friend can't possibly refuse you. She'll be yours forever, just like you've always wanted.
"Just as...I've always wanted...." Eve said almost mechanically. Yes, now go on, take the flower. You don't want to lose your friend do you?
".....No....I don't...." Eve reached out and picked the flower, it's stem shriveled and died while the blossom remained healthy. Eve no longer thought about Fluttershy's wish or what was truly best for her, for in that flower, she only saw what she perceived as the answer to all her problems, to claiming her happiness.

A plan to get back at Eve had been festering within Discord's mind over the past few days, and now he was ready to execute that plan. He waited till Twilight had fallen asleep before he headed out of the house. For it to work, he needed somepony to do the dirty work (so as not to alert the suspicions of an already peeved Princess Twilight). And he knew just the pony for the job. He knocked on the door of the house, waiting for its resident to appear. Starla opened the door, and gave him a friendly yet confused smile.
"Oh, hello Dusk, what brings you here?" she asked. Discord gave her what he considered his most charming smile.
"I beg your pardon for coming here so late, but I wanted to come and apologize for the way my sister acted toward you during the, ahem, prank incident." Starla opened the door a bit wider, trusting in what he was telling her.
"You don't need to apologize, I've put it all behind me." she said. Discord smiled and gave an understanding nod.
"Yes well, I'm afraid she has a bit of a habit of talking without thinking things all the way through." The corner's of Discord's mouth curved into a smile as he saw that his deception was working. Now he needed to lure into his little plan. 
"Though, and this is just my opinion mind you, you were right in suspecting that Moonlight Eve in being the true perpetrator. That mare just seems so shady, and so reserved. I mean, just what do we know about her? And if she were the one who did all those pranks, just what could she be planning to do next?" Starla tapped her chin thoughtfully, thinking about what he said.
"Of course," added Discord. "I really shouldn't be saying such things. I'd hate to tarnish the good name of your friend."
"She's not really my friend." said Starla. "She's not anypony's friend." Discord gasped, pretending to be astonished by what she said.
"No friends at all? Dear me, no wonder she seems so...so...what's the word?" Discord waved a hoof and said, "Oh never mind, it doesn't matter much. But in all seriousness, somepony really should keep an eye on her, just to be sure that no funny business happens again." Discord could see the glint in Starla's eye. He had her right where he wanted her. 
"I'm sure nopony would object, considering it would be for everypony's own benefit." he said. He gave Starla a small bow and turned his hoof to leave. "I enjoyed this little chat, but I must be heading back. I wouldn't want my dear sister to worry about where I've been. Goodnight, dear Starla." Starla waved a little, a small smile on her face.
"Goodnight, Dusk." Discord allowed a devilish grin to curve upon his face. He'd given Starla a little suggestion, and it was up to her to handle the rest. 'This should be quite interesting.' he thought gleefully. He could just feel the trouble that would soon be brewing. He made it back inside the house, just as he was closing the door, a voice from behind spoke up.
"And where were you?" Discord whirled around to see Twilight looking at him suspiciously. 
"Oh you know, just thought I'd go out for a walk to help clear my head. I mean, it's been days now, with no change whatsoever, and poor sweet Fluttershy is probably despairing somewhere right now. Wondering what has kept her so called friends from rescuing her." Twilight interrupted Discord's ramble.
"I'm sure Fluttershy is alright Discord." she said.
"How can you know that? Huh?! How can you be so sure that she's alright?" he narrowed his eyes, waiting to hear her answer.
"Because she has friends like us, like you, who won't give up till they find her." she said. Discord dropped the narrowed looked he'd been giving her. 
"Well it would be a lot easier if I just used my own powers. This whole situation would be cleared up in an instant." 
"We can't Discord, Princess Luna said that as long as we're here, we need to obey they queen's rules. Otherwise she'd never let us here again, and Fluttershy really will be lost forever. Do you want that?" Discord's face became hard boiled. 
"Of course I don't want that! But you ponies with all your rules and regulations, all you're doing is making things needlessly difficult. If you were Fluttershy's real friend, you'd let me use my powers to get the answers out of Eve."
"Discord! That's enough. What would Fluttershy think if she heard you say that?" Discord wanted to retort, but instead he kept his mouth shut. He went to his side of the room, turning his back to Twilight. She just didn't understand. She didn't know Fluttershy like he did. He looked down at his Nightmare form and grimaced, wanting his own Draconequus form back. He was tired of all this waiting, and the thought of his dearest friend trapped and alone, waiting to be found, was almost too much for him to take. His mind guiltily recalled upon a few occasions in which he had let her down, one of which being the incident with Tirek. And of course, the last time they had spoken to each other, when she'd said that she was disappointed in him. He winced slightly at the memory of her angry face, and how that had probably been the last time he would ever see her. Well, not anymore. He wasn't going to let her down anymore. He'd find her, he'd see her sweet, dazzling smile and then everything would be alright. And Eve would pay dearly for what she'd done.

As all this was occurring, the girls, along with the assistance of Princess Luna, had been combing through the castle library. Searching the musty old tomes for any kind of clue that could stop Moonlight Eve and rescue Fluttershy. A task that only proved to be only more difficult considering that they didn't know exactly what it was that they were looking for. 
"Ugh! This is starting to turn out to be a dead end." Said Rainbow Dash, tossing aside what felt like the billionth book she'd flipped through. Applejack nodded in agreement.
"I gotta agree with Rainbow, we've been at this for days now and we still haven't found anything useful." 
"Perhaps it's best if we try a different approach." said Rarity, using her magic to place a book she'd finished back on the shelf. Princess Luna sighed.
"I'm sorry that I too could not be of more helpful assistance." she said. 
"Don't be so hard on yourself your highness." Rarity said. "True, we haven't really been of much help to Twilight...yet...but what's important is that we're doing our best." Princess Luna didn't seem very uplifted by Rarity's little speech, so Applejack butted in.
"What Rarity means is, there's no reason to beat yourself just because we didn't find exactly what we're looking for. We'll try a new strategy, and see what turns up.
"What would be good right about now, is if we knew where Moonlight Eve is keeping Fluttershy. I mean, there can't be that many places to hide a pony." said Rainbow Dash, cleaning up the books by putting them into some scattered piles. 
"You mean like this place?" asked Pinkie Pie, pointing at something in a long, thin book she'd been looking at. The girls and Princess Luna gathered around to have a better look. It was detailed map of Aestas that took up two pages. Pinkie's hoof was pointing at an illustration of a large black thorn bush that was labeled: The Garden of Shadows. 
"Yep, that's definitely a good place to hide somepony." said Applejack. "Good work Pinkie." Pinkie smiled and batted a hoof.
"Aw, it was nothing." she said. Rainbow Dash picked up the book, examining it.
"Alright, now we're getting somewhere." Princess Luna however, was less than thrilled. The garden, why hadn't she thought of that? It seemed so obvious and yet, she couldn't help but fear dread. Dread of ever returning to that cursed place.
"Princess? Are you alright?" Rarity asked worriedly. Princess Luna looked up, her attention brought back to the girls whose eyes were all on her.
"I-I'm fine. I shall report this to Queen Amalthea personally, and perhaps, send you girls back to Equestria."
"What?! Why?" asked Rainbow. 
"It's best that you all wait there until Twilight, Discord, Fluttershy, and I return. But this information we have could prove most helpful." said Luna calmly. 
"Are you sure?" Applejack asked. "What if you need help?" 
"I will be fine. When you return to Equestria, please inform my sister that it might take me a bit longer for me to return." The girls protested with the princess, wanting to continue the search for their friend, but she convinced them that their time was better spent else where. The girls gave in and agreed it to go back to Equestria. "Very good, now if you excuse me, I must speak to the queen about this." Luna left the library, hurrying as fast as she could to find the queen. If Fluttershy really was in Garden of Shadows, then they needed to hurry before it was too late to save her.
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Eve was hard at work, making sure that the pollen was mixing in well with the dust. The pollen itself had an almost intoxicating smell to it, and was dirty shade of yellow. There seemed to be a nearly endless supply of the stuff from the gray flower it came from. Her brow began to perspire as she worked, total concentration was needed is she was to avoid any unfortunate mishaps. Should anything go wrong, the results could be disastrous. She pulled her mane back to keep it from distracting her or worse, getting into the mixture itself. She was so consumed by her work that she didn't even notice that somepony had been watching her from the window. It watched her as she poured and mixed, satisfied with what it had seen, the figure hurried away before Eve would ever have time to notice.
"Just one more touch and...there! Finished at last." she declared, wiping her brow in relief. Her head felt a little fuzzy and dizzy, but that was okay, the dust was complete, and ready to be used. Grabbing an empty vial, she poured the contents that were in the mixing bowl into it, her gray eyes squinted carefully at the mixture, making sure not to spill a single speck of it. Then she secured it tightly with a cork. Her hard work was complete.
"And now with this, I can finally be happy." she said to herself. "I won't have to worry about losing Fluttershy anymore." She tucked the dust away, along with her other tools, it was late and she needed her rest tomorrow. She closed her window shutters, and blew out the candle that she'd been working under. Letting out a yawn, she moved to her little bed and collapsed onto it and its plush sheets. Falling asleep almost instantly. She almost couldn't wait till the next day, she'd leave the kingdom forever. She didn't mind if nopony didn't miss her, none of that seemed to matter to her anymore. 

Outside her house however, the pony had been watching immediately went from house to house, spreading the news of what she'd seen through the window. Most couldn't believe what she was telling them, but she assured them that she knew what she saw, and what she saw was Eve up to no good. All of them could see how serious she seemed to be, and with her, they decided to show Eve what happened to those who try to mess with the peace of their village. Once a plan was devised, they all agreed to meet up in the morning at Eve's house, and confront her on what she was doing. Once everything seemed to be settled, the Nightmares returned to their home to await for nightfall, as they slept through the day.

Princess Luna was beginning to worry when Queen Amalthea had called her to her royal chambers. Did she want to finally sit down and talk? Or was this about the fact that Fluttershy was possibly being kept in the Garden of Shadows. The queen was most displeased when she'd heard such news, not liking the idea of one of her loyal subjects once again disregarding her warnings and go into that dreadful place. Perhaps this was about how Luna had done something similar, and had also gone into the garden, the queen might've had a lecture all planned out and everything. 
She arrived at the chamber door, and knocked on the door.
"Come in!" Called Queen Amalthea. Princess Luna used her magic to open the door for herself, and entered the large bedchamber. The queen was sitting at her dressing table, brushing out her golden mane in front of her mirror. Amalthea met Luna's eyes in the mirror and tilted her head to the large four-poster bed that was not far behind. 
"You may sit on the edge of the bed if you wish." she said. Luna obliged and sat down upon the silken bed. Nopony spoke for a few moment, until Amalthea said, "I've heard that you've sent those other dreamers back to Equestria." Luna was momentarily confused, was this really what the queen wanted to talk about? 
"Y-yes. I did." she answered. 
"Why?" the queen asked simply. 
"I felt that they would be more useful there than here."
"So you didn't want them to get in the way?" pressed Amalthea.
"What? No, it's just that, there's no telling what might happen considering that Moonlight Eve has gotten involved with the garden. Who knows what she might've picked up while there?" The queen went on with her questions.
"And why haven't you gone back with them? Shouldn't you be attending to your royal duties as Princess of the Night? Or is it because you feel some kind of obligation to keep an eye on those other two, Twilight and Discord?" Luna was becoming even more confused. What was Amalthea getting at? The queen waited for an answer. 
"This has nothing to do with Twilight and Discord, I've come not only to see tat their friend is safely returned, but that I make amends for my past transgressions here." Luna paused for a moment, but saw that the queen wanted her to continue. "As for my duties,  I informed my sister of the situation before I left, she's taking care of my role  until I return. Though it's, needless to say that she already has much practice, filling in for me." Queen Amalthea set down her brush and turned to face Luna. Her face was serious and yet her golden eyes looked weary. But weary of what?
"So you are staying because you wish to redeem yourself to me?" she asked. 
"Not just you, but to all the Nightmares. I want things to go back to how they were. When you and the Nightmares helped watch over and protected the dreamers." said Luna. "But most importantly, I want to ask an old friend for forgiveness, for my own selfish ambitions." The corners of Amalthea's mouth turned into a slight smile.
"That's all I needed to hear." Luna looked at her bewildered.
"What?"
"Since you came back here, I've been thinking lately. While you have made your share of mistakes in the past, I too have made my own. That perhaps, we are both no exception when it comes to having faults, and that it's about time to forgive and forget." Luna couldn't believe what she was hearing.
"Are, are you saying...?"
"I'm saying that, I am willing to forgive you, but I can't say the same for my Nightmares. I've grown tired of holding blame on you, and think that it's time to move on, to better things." Luna didn't know what else to say except, "Thank you."
"Don't thank me just yet, you still have a long way to go if you want to prove yourself." said Queen Amalthea.
"I figured as much." For the first time since her arrival, Luna exchanged a friendly smile with Amalthea, a smile that vanished just as quickly as it had appeared.
"With that out of the way, there's something else I called you here to talk about." The queen said, conveying the seriousness of it all within her voice and expression. "We must proceed with caution if we are to find the pegasus in the Garden of Shadows. While the Tenebris may be gone, their influence can still affect ponies who possess even a speck of darkness in them, and they cause that darkness to spread and the pony is corrupted." Luna could feel a touch of shame weighing on her shoulders.
"I know." she said. 
"I don't know if those two, Twilight and Discord, have succeeded in getting close to Eve or not, but they must be careful. And, for all we know, Eve may already be under the garden's influence." Queen Amalthea got up and moved to the door, opening it for Luna.
"You may go. Warn them now, and tell them of what you know."
"And what about you? What will you do?" asked Luna. Amalthea looked almost as if she was smiling. 
"There are some things I need to do, especially where Eve is concerned." Luna didn't ask the queen what she meant, but instead left the bedchamber to inform Twilight and Discord. There was no time to lose!

It was a pleasant afternoon, as Discord and Fluttershy were laughing, having a good time in each others company. They were having an outdoor picnic, and yet, Discord felt as though he wasn't just experiencing it, but also that he was watching it from afar. He couldn't even hear his own conversation,  like all the sound had been taken, and all that was left was the scene before him. The warm feeling of friendship filled through, as it did every time he was with Fluttershy, except now it seemed...different somehow. Like the feeling was a bit stronger than friendship. He looked at the pegasus as she brushed a strand of her mane out of her face so she could get a better look at him. She gave him a kind tender smile that made something in his chest beat a little fast. 
He wanted to close it up, and not let go of this feeling.Her lips moved, Discord tried to hear what it was she was saying, only to feel as though something were pulling at him. Like he was being lassoed away, the scene started to fade away, and Fluttershy was gone once more. Discord tried to fight against whatever invisible bonds were holding him. He was promptly dropped like a sack of potatoes. He rubbed his rear end and turned his head in either direction, looking for the pony responsible. Another pony appeared next to him, it was none other than Princess Twilight herself, like him no longer disguised as a Nightmare. She was shocked by suddenly appearing in this unfamiliar void, and even more shocked to see him there. 
"Discord? What's going on here? Where are we?" she asked, wild for some answers. Discord merely folded his arms.
"Perhaps our dear princess has some answers." As if on cue, Princess Luna appeared in a column of white light. Her dark flowing mane twinkling in it.
"There better be a good excuse for this Luna," he said. "I was in the middle of a particularly good dream."
"I'll get to the point then." Luna said. "We've found out where Fluttershy might be." That got Discord's attention, as well as Twilight's. 
"Really? Where?" asked Twilight. 
"Not far from the kingdom, over the northern hill, somewhere in the Garden of Shadows." Twilight and Luna then began to have some discussion that Discord had tuned out of. At last, he now knew where Fluttershy was. He could find her now.
"....and so, it is best to take precaution when entering the garden." said Luna.
"We'll be sure to remember that, right Discord?" Discord looked up, pulled out of his thoughts. He waved his lion paw dismissively. 
"Yes, yes, of course." he said in a droll tone, not really caring what the two alicorns had been talking about. 
"It's time to send you back, the Nightmares will be waking soon." said Luna. She waved her horn and sent Twilight back to her own dream, but left Discord. "Except for you." she said to Discord alone. Discord frowned, rolling his eyes.
"What is it now?" he asked already bored with the conversation. 
"I want speak with you, and see how you've been feeling the past few days." said Luna. Discord snickered.
"You, want to talk about my feelings? Oh, that's rich." Discord snapped his talon, he appeared lounging on a psychiatry couch, while Luna wore a pair of round black rimmed glasses and was holding a clip board.
"What's next? Talking about my trouble past? How I didn't get attention as a youth?" He asked dramatically, a paw to his forehead. "Oh, woe is me!" Luna took off the glasses and tossed them and the clipboard away. 
"I'm serious Discord."
"You're always serious, in fact, there's hardly a time where you or the other princess don't address me with anything but serious. It's really quite boring you know."
"I mean it Discord." Luna said. "The garden has a way of playing with a pony's emotions, trying to sway them to their influence. When you head in there, you need to not let your emotions get in the way. or let them cloud your judgement."
"And you're telling me this why?" he asked. "Really Luna, you should know by now that I can take care of myself."
"Yes, but with all this concerning Fluttershy, it might affect your judgement." Discord scowled, but said nothing. "I know you have strong feelings toward her, but the garden could use that to its advantage. You might act out, even more so than you usually do." 
"So what, are you saying that I shouldn't care about what happens to her? That I shouldn't worry about her well being?"
"I'm saying, that you shouldn't be fooled while in the Garden of Shadows. Trust me when I say, it is a horrible, and if you'll pardon the phrase, nightmarish place." Finished with what she had to say, Luna waved her horn once more and sent Discord back.

Discord and Twilight were waken up, not because they'd been sent back by Princess Luna, but because there was some kind of ruckus going on outside. Twilight was the first to gallop out of the house to see what all the fuss was about. Nearly all the Nightmares were gathered around Eve and her house, yelling and arguing over something. Whatever it was, it only seemed to make them angrier. Twilight met Eve's eyes over the crowd, they didn't posses any sign of fear of timidness, but rather a twisted, almost crazed look. 
"I could care less about this place, or what happens to all of you!" Eve spat. "It doesn't matter really, not anymore." She took out a round bottle from her pack. "Goodbye forever!"
"Eve! Wait!" But it was too late. Eve threw down the bottle, as it cracked open onto the ground, a billowing cloud of smoke rose up, covering her from sight. Twilight coughed on the smoke as she tried to reach where Eve had been. As the smoke cleared, Eve was gone without a trace. Everypony was dazed, murmurs rose from the crowd as to where Eve had gone, and what she'd just done.  Twilight stood there, her temper starting to rise. Eve was the only pony who knew how to get through the Garden of Shadows, how to free Fluttershy from whatever prison she was kept in, and now she was gone.
"What happened?" she asked. She faced the crowd, anger plastered on her face. "What did you all do?!" Starla, who was at the head of the crowd, took a few steps forward.
"Us? We were only dealing a little justice to that Nightmare, showing her that she shouldn't get away with pranking us." The other Nightmares nodded in agreement.
"It wasn't her! She didn't do it!"
"Please, I saw for myself that she was mixing up all sort of strange potions or whatever. Using weird substances, she might've been planning to poison us, or worse!" said Starla.
"No, Eve would never-" Twilight couldn't finish though. She didn't really know Eve all that well. She tried opening up to her, but Eve would always turn away, not wanting her offer of friendship. Could she have been making a poison? Luna had said that the garden was capable of corruption, so who's to say she hadn't been thinking about it. Getting revenge on the Nightmares who mistreated her. Starla sneered and went on.
"Eve is guilty and you know it, so stop trying to fool yourself. Your own brother agrees with me." Twilight's eyes widened.
"My brother?"
"Yeah, he came to me to apologize for how you treated me, and said that I was right in suspecting that mare. That somepony needed to keep an eye on her in case she got into trouble." Twilight's face went slack, as she put two and two together. Discord arrived, taking in the large, and somewhat angry mob.
"What did I miss?" he asked. Twilight turned on him, her temper reaching its breaking point as she launched all her pent up rage toward him on him.
"You!" she said seething. "This is all your fault!" Discord wasn't sure by what she meant, but luckily she explained for him. Well, more like shouted it at him. "You did this, you got all these ponies to gang up on Eve and now she's gone!" Discord then saw what this was. His comeback against Eve had been put into action, he hadn't expected the Nightmare to turn up and leave, and he'd hoped to be there to see the look on her face as all the fellow villagers turned on her. Twilight was still ticked off.
"After all that's happened, you still result to such underhoofed tricks? I'd thought that with Fluttershy on the line, you'd be more serious, that you would put aside any petty hatred you have toward Eve. But I was wrong." Twilight stormed past him, and said as she passed by his ear, "I hope you're happy. I can only imagine how disappointed Fluttershy would be." 'I'm very disappointed in you...' Discord stood there, un-moving. The Nightmares weren't sure what was going on between the two, so they all thought it was best to leave. Had he really ruined things? No. He couldn't have. Everything he'd done was for Fluttershy, to not only get her back, but to get back at her captor for taking her in the first place. Then again...hadn't the same thing happened at the gala? He'd gotten so jealous that he was willing to get rid of the hippie pony by tossing her into another dimension, and ended up bringing Fluttershy's disappointment upon himself. He'd made many mistakes, and this was yet another one.
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There it was again. That feeling in the back of Fluttershy's mind, eating away at her, urging her to remember. But remember what? The question had been plaguing her nonstop. Maybe it was just her nerves. She'd been waiting for Eve to return, and in that time, had just become uneasy and restless. Lumen took notice of this and cuddled up close to her side.
"Thank you Lumen, but I'm okay. Really." Then she had an idea of how to lighten the mood. "I know, why don't I tell you a story? How does that sound?" Lumen nodded eagerly. "Yes, a little story to tide us over until Eve gets back." She tapped her chin thoughtfully. What sort of story should she tell? A lot of good stories often began with a monster, that's it!
"Once upon a time," she began, "there was a horrible beast. He went around the land playing mean tricks on everypony, and he enjoyed it!" Lumen put both his paws over his mouth, unable to believe there could be such a mean beast.
"Yes, he was a great big meanie. The ponies didn't know what else to do, so they turned to their princess for help, and she came up with the only solution she could think of at the time." She quickly thought of what should happen next, the rest of the story pouring out from somewhere in the back of her mind. "She turned him into a statue." Lumen gasped. 
"Everypony was happy for a time, until the beast got out, and the princess had to seal him up again. But then, the princess got a better idea. An idea that could help both the ponies and the beast. She sought the help of a shy, kind-hearted mare, and asked her to take care of the beast, to reform him from evil to good." Fluttershy was on a roll, the words flowed out of her. "The beast caused all sorts of problems and nasty tricks, the mare's friends told her warned her that the beast was nothing but trouble. But the mare didn't give up on him, and showed him kindness and friendship. I was so happy when..." Fluttershy stopped herself. I? Why did she say I? And yet, this story....it was as if she were indeed a part of it. Lumen tapped a paw on her, she looked down to see making mimes and gestures. Asking what the beast was like and what happened next. 
"The beast was tall, but also like a snake. His body was a mash of all sorts of creatures. But despite how he looked, and how horrible he could be, the mare could see the potential goodness in him. He wasn't any different from her other friends, especially the animal ones. She saw that underneath it all, he could be a real sweetheart once you get to know him. And ever since then, the two had been close friends." When she finished, Lumen applauded his paws, causing some of the dust to fly up into his nose and make him sneeze. 
Fluttershy was lost in thought, she could just barely make out images of her with a creature not unlike the one from the story she'd told. What were these images? The more she thought over them, they became sharper, and she felt like she knew them. Her mind began to flash with what felt like memories, that had finally come loose. It wasn't much, only bits and pieces. There was one of her and the creature laughing over tea. One of her at a spa with a white unicorn with a purple curled mane. Another of her with her helping an orange earth pony harvest apples. A pink earth pony with a wild, curled mane throwing a party. A purple unicorn transforming into an alicorn. Lots of cute, little animals of all kinds, including a sweet, little white bunny. A cyan pegasus filly with a rainbow mane standing up to some colts, growing up and becoming a confident and supportive mare. Were these real? Is this what she was trying to remember?  
The faces were all so familiar, they were all smiling at her, beckoning her to join in on their fun despite her shyness. She could feel their names on the tip of her tongue, but feared that if she said them, then they'd disappear again. These ponies...were they.....?
It was right around then, that Eve arrived, she was a bit frazzled and didn't seem quite like herself. She noticed Fluttershy staring off into space.
"Um, Fluttershy..." Fluttershy's head snapped up at Eve's voice.
"Oh, I'm sorry Eve, I didn't hear you come in. I guess I'm just a bit out of it." She did her best to smile, to assure her that everything was alright. Though inside, she wasn't sure if things really were alright. "I'm glad you made it here safely, Lumen and I ready to go."
"There's been a change of plans. We're staying right here." 
"W-what?! Why?" Fluttershy let out a gasp. Eve's face was hardened, her eyes were so fearsome that they made her take a step back.
"E-Eve...what's wrong? You don't seem like yourself." Fluttershy stammered, a growing fear of her friend rising inside. Why was she afraid? She put a hoof to her head, she had a flash of Eve throwing some dust on her, putting her to sleep, in another flash, Eve threw some more dust on her, knocking her out and saying something about taking away her memories. She looked up at Eve with realization.
"I...I remember...you kidnapped me. You took me away from....from...." Eve became panic stricken. She was staring to remember. Was the dust wearing off? No, not now! Eve brought out the dust she'd been working on, she spit out the cork, and was ready to shower it onto Fluttershy. Lumen let out a squee and cowered into a ball. Fluttershy took a cautious step back.
"Eve, what are you doing?" she asked warily. There was no where to run, nowhere to hide. Her only hope was to try and talk Eve out of doing whatever it was she was planning on doing.
"I can't lose you Fluttershy." her voice sounded crazed. "I've worked hard to get you back, and with this, I shall build us a better world here. With just the two of us. Living in a dream for the rest of our lives." Fluttershy shook her head.
"Eve, please, don't do this. Think about this for a minute." she pleaded. But her pleas fell upon deaf ears. An inky shadow passed over Eve's eyes. Fluttershy's eyes widened in horror, whoever this pony was, it wasn't her friend Eve anymore.
"Our dream begins, now!" Eve yelled. Fluttershy cried out as the dust was flung onto her. The last thought she had was, 'Somepony....help!'

Twilight was filling a saddle bag with some food, water, and any other essentials that she might need for her trek through the Garden of Shadows. Princess Luna and Queen Amalthea had already wished her good luck on her journey. She had dropped the Nightmare disguise for her true alicorn self, and was just about ready to head out. That is, until her path was blocked by the looming figure that was Discord.
"Leaving so soon princess?" he asked casually. Twilight ignored him, stepping around him. Only to have him reappear in front of her again.
"Get out of my way Discord, I need to go." she said, not in the mood for his games. Discord stood defiantly in her way.
"Not without me you're not."
"What are you talking about?" Discord smiled.
"I'm glad you asked. You see, we began this pointless undercover mission together, and we're going to finish it together. And we'll be heading home with Fluttershy in tow." he said. Twilight was no longer frowning. She heaved a sigh and said, "Fine, you can come."
"Really?" 
"It's not like you'd have stayed behind if I said no, you'd just come with me anyway." 
"Right you are, still, it's nice to be invited to tag along." Twilight rolled her eyes. 
"Let's get going." she said. 
"Already ahead of you." Discord said, snapping his paw and teleporting them to the outskirts of the kingdom, at the edge of the Garden of Shadows. The branches of its trees reaching out for them.
"After you." Discord said with a gesture. Twilight didn't bother to say anything to his antics, as she was more focused on the path before them. She lit up her horn to serve as a guiding light. As the walked, they called out to Fluttershy, hoping for her to answer back.
"Fluttershy!"
"Where are you?!" The Garden of Shadows was not unlike a maze, full of twists and turns, making them get completely lost.
"This is just splendid!" Discord said throwing his arms up. "Mark my words, when we find Moonlight Eve...."
"You'll leave her alone." Twilight cut in. "We'll grab Fluttershy, and have the queen deal with Eve."
"You've got to be kidding! That mare deserves to be punished for what she's done." 
"And she will be, by the proper authorities." Discord muttered under his breath, over the unfairness of it. Especially considering that he used unfairness lots of times before in his tricks. He felt that he had plenty of authority to punish Eve. And why shouldn't you? Discord cleaned out his ears with his pinkies. Was he hearing things? Then it spoke again. Why shouldn't you punish her? Why listen to a little alicorn that thinks she knows everything? You know your friend better than anypony, you should have a say in her kidnapper's fate. Discord shook his head, trying to clear the voice out of his head, even if it made a fair and intriguing point. 
"Are you coming or not?!" Twilight called impatiently, prompting him not to dawdle. Discord continued on, and didn't hear the voice again all the while. There was a definite air to the Garden of Shadows, of something quite sinister. Like there was something sleeping here, waiting to be unleashed upon the two travelers that dared to enter its domain. It was rather unsettling. 
"Are we there yet?" Discord sighed.
"We'll get there, when we get there." said Twilight. 
"Not much of an answer."
"Well you try navigating through a dark forest and see for yourself how difficult it is." After much moaning and trudging, the two stopped, when they saw peering in the distance, a faint light. Like that of a house. They headed towards the light, and sure enough, it was a house. It had an old timey tile roof, gables, and looked remarkably like a giant old dollhouse, surrounded by large black thorns. 
"This looks promising." Discord said. With a snap, he and Twilight were safely on the other side and on the doorstep of the estate. 
"It's very strange." Twilight said, inspecting the floor boards, and railing. "How could Eve build all this?" Discord shrugged.
"I don't see how it should matter, considering we're here to kick her out." Discord said, rapping his knuckles on the door. 
"You don't actually expect that to work do you?" The door opened up for them. Discord smirked.
"You're welcome." he said smugly, stepping inside. Twilight shook her head and followed him in. The door closed behind them on its own accord. Little did the two of them know, what it was they were actually walking into.

Twilight was sure to be cautious as she walked through the house. It looked very nice on the inside, and it seemed like the kind of place somepony wouldn't mind living in. Everything was neatly in place, and was decorated nicely with a couple of generic portraits, and some vases filled with flowers. 
"This place is all wrong." said Discord with a frown.
"Why? Because it's so orderly?" asked Twilight.
"Well there's that, but it's also because this place shouldn't even be here. I know an altered space when I see one, and this is it." Twilight's eyes widened in surprise.
"So, this is all an illusion?"
"A pretty solid illusion." Discord wiped a claw over a small table and looked at it intently, as if inspecting it for dust. "I can feel a lot of dark magic at work here." Twilight nodded. She too could feel the dark magic emanating from every wall surrounding them.  Discord pointed upward. 
"It's strongest up stairs, he was about to snap them up there, when Twilight stopped him.
"Let's walk there, shall we? We don't want to rush in head first without knowing what we're about to face." Discord agreed, much to his personal dismay, and they began climbing up the tall, spiral staircase. At the top, there was a single door. Somepony's voice could be heard on the other side. Discord used a bit of his own magic to open the door just a crack for him and Twilight to peak inside. The room was large and so...fancy, and cute. 
The room was full of dozens of adorable stuffed animals of every species and size, what's more, they were alive! Some were roaming around, some played with each other, and others slept, snoring sweetly.There was also a round table with a crisp white tablecloth, laid out for a tea party with tea ware and everything. The carpet was pink and had a rose print on it. The walls were lined with silk drapery. And in the center of it all was Eve, sitting on a circular canopy bed, and beside her was none other than Fluttershy. But she looked different. She was dressed in petticoats and a fine white dress, like an old fashioned doll. Her hair was tied into a braid that hung over her shoulder. But one look at her face, and you could tell that something was wrong. Her face was a blank, emotionless mask, neither happy nor sad. And those teal eyes of hers were glazed over, unblinking as she stared into the distance. 
"No..." Discord whispered. What had she done to her? Eve put an arm around Fluttershy, and said, "I told you this would be wonderful. And this is just the beginning! Think of all the things we can do here. The two of us, together. Forever." Discord grounded his teeth, he couldn't take it anymore. He kicked down the door, and busted into the room. 
"Get your hooves off her!" he cried. Eve was shocked to see them at first, but then she smiled hideously.
"Welcome dear visitors, to my dream mansion."
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Discord's claw and paw tightened into clenched fists as he glared down Eve who in turn gave him an irritating smile, not fearing him in the slightest. It was rather irritating.
"What, in the name of all things chaos did you do to Fluttershy?!" he growled. Eve pulled Fluttershy closer to her, and Fluttershy showed no resistance to this. She couldn't move even if she wanted to, not even in the slightest. 
"I needed her to see things my way, it was for her own good." Eve said. A possessive look taking over her features. "I'd hoped to have her all to myself, once I helped her forget about you lot." Discord let out a guttural growl at hearing that eve had made Fluttershy forget about him. Eve's smile was replaced with a bitter scowl. "But she was starting to remember! I would've lost her all over again. Well, not anymore, now she'll stay here with me, and not even you two can stop me."
"Try me." said Discord. He was going to snap his talons to get Fluttershy back, but Eve clapped her hooves, and the stuffed animals attacked Discord and Twilight, restraining them. It was hard to think straight while fighting off a squishy horde of plush playthings, that continuously swarmed over you.
"Hey! Get off me!"
"Watch it, that tickles!" Twilight bucked the animals off and faced Eve, dead set on the Nightmare and her almost sadistic smile.
"Eve, this isn't right! Do you really want Fluttershy to stay like this? Is this how you want to be, a lifeless doll?" Eve's smile faded.
"You don't know what you're saying." she said. Tugging Fluttershy even closer, not wanting Twilight to reach out and snatch her up from her grasp.
"I know that if you truly cared about Fluttershy, you would've let her choose what she wanted, instead of taking away her will and the ability to choose. Forcing her into this crazy delusion of yours." Eve bit the inside of her cheek. 'That's not true! This isn't a delusion, it's a dream made real.'
"SHUT UP! You don't know me, or Fluttershy. You don't know anything!" Eve screamed. Twilight didn't flinch away. She needed to think of something. Something that could convince Eve to relinquish Fluttershy freely. But how? That's when she had it. It was a long shot, but it could work.
"If you care about Fluttershy that much, then how about we make a deal?" Eve was intrigued by this, but tried to appear disinterested.
"What sort of deal?" she asked, her grip on Fluttershy still strong and unwavering. 
"We have a duel, and the winner gets Fluttershy, the loser must give her up and never bother her or the winner ever again." Twilight waited for an answer, it was  a good deal in Eve's mind. She grinned.
"Alright, I'll play you for her." Eve said, stomping her hooves onto the floor. The room transformed into a stone coliseum. Fluttershy was safely out of harm's way, sitting on a red, plush throne. Like a motionless doll. Twilight looked to her side to see Discord brushing himself up.
"I could've used a little assistance with plush hairballs." Discord said, somewhat irritated. 
"You were doing just fine without me." said Twilight. The coliseum lit up, Eve was prepared to duel. 
"How should we go about this?" asked Eve. 
"We battle one on one until one is left standing, winner takes all." Eve cocked her head.
"Hardly seems like a fair fight, since there's two of you, luckily I have a fighting partner with me." By her side, a hulking, monstrous bunny made of lint and dust appeared. "And begin!" A gong rang out, and the monster bunny charged at Twilight. She blasted magic at it, but there was no affect.
"What the-?"
"Oh, did I forget to mention that he's magic resistant so long as he's in the ring?" asked Eve mockingly. Discord cracked his knuckles, causing the stone ground beneath him to turn into a checkered pattern.
"Let's see what you've got." said Discord. Eve smiled and narrowed her eyes, ready to face whatever he had. She felt strong, like she could take on the world itself.
"Bring it." Discord used his magic to make the stones collapse below the Eve's hooves. Eve managed to jump to safety before she could fall. 
"Alright, try this!" she said. Discord was lifted up, in the clutches of a metal giant that was squeezing the life out of him. Discord teleported on top of its head and turned the giant into a bloby pile of goo. It was Eve's move next, and she conjured up a full-grown dragon. Discord snapped the dragon's wings into teeny bee wings and had put a muzzle on its snout.
"Is that the best you can think of? Really, such a lack of creativity." He taunted. 
"You want creativity? How's this for creativity?!" Discord was hanging upside down, wrapped up in chains and a straight jacket, locked inside a tank full of water. The dragon's muzzle came off, and swallowed the tank whole. "HA! In your face! And I made sure that tank was magic resistant, so there's no escaping that." In a white flash, Discord reappeared, giving Eve a bow and with a wave of his claw he made the dragon disappear. Eve was both shocked and enraged.
"H-how?!"
"You should've made your locks magic resistant, otherwise it was a mildly amusing." he chuckled. Twilight tussled with her fighting partner until she had managed to trick the monster bunny into falling out of the coliseum, as it landed on the ground below, it turned into a smaller, much more harmless dust bunny. 
"Phew! Finally." she said with relief, wiping sweat of her forehead. Twilight let out a cry of surprise as she was forced to sit down in a chair, watching the action from the stands. She tried to get up from the seat, but was unable to move. She could still talk, and blink, but other than that, she was as stiff as a board. Discord and Eve continued to duel, their moves becoming more and more wacky as they fought. Discord's barrage included a tidal wave of peas porridge, exploding pies, a piranha plant, etc.
She could see that Discord was eager to let loose on his magic, and at finally having a go at Eve, something he'd been dying to do ever since the day he was first introduced to the Nightmare. He stole a glance at the pegasus. It was horrible to see his friend in such a pitiful state. It was because of Eve, that Fluttershy was like this. Her lovely face would no longer smile or show any other emotion if he lost and she was left in Eve's care. Forever forced into fun and games, and one-sided conversations, when Fluttershy deserved better than that, It was these thoughts flooding through his head that filled him up with a fighting spirit, and his attacks all the more purpose. 'For Fluttershy.' Twilight also looked to Fluttershy sadly. What if they lost? What would happen to their friend then? Fluttershy....

Fluttershy's mind was fogged up, unable to speak, unable to move, she was nothing more than a lifeless doll. The world around her was clouded over, yet she didn't even attempt to make out the shapes and blobs that passed by her. Even sound was muffled to her. She however, could still feel faint changes around her. She'd felt herself being moved from one place to another. She continued to sit motionless, her eyes open, but unable to see what she could sense as a great commotion happening before her. Then, a change occurred. The fog cleared by a certain degree, and she was able to see a little bit of what was happening, though her eyes were still glazed. She watched, curious as to why a mismatched creature was attacking the pony while on the back of sea monster, wielding a foot-long sub sandwich as if it were a sword. 
"Have at thee!" He cried. Fluttershy wanted to smile, or even giggle a little. She couldn't help but find it funny. Little by little, her senses cleared, she still was motionless, but she could see and hear as well as any pony else. The creature bonked the pony over the head with the sandwich.
"Hey!" yelped the pony, rubbing her head. 
"That's just a taste of what you'll get for everything you've done to poor Fluttershy." he said. The creature knew her name. Was he fighting...for her? If so, why? That's when, as if a key had been turned in the lock of her mind, it all came rushing back to her. That pony was Eve, her old friend who'd kidnapped her from her home and her friends.  Her eyes wandered over to the sidelines. And in the stands....was that Twilight? Her eyes locked on the Draconequus, she whispered his name in a voice only she could hear. 
"Discord...." He was here, and it felt good to see him again. She watched as the two continued to fight, until they both paused momentarily, catching their breaths. 
"You ready to give up?" Eve asked.
"I was going to ask the same of you." said Discord. Eve scoffed. 
"As if, let's put an end to this, once and for all." she said. Discord grinned, liking the sound of that. The two began to generate massive amounts of power. Fluttershy's eyes widened in fear. They were going to get hurt, or worse! Two of her friends, one old, one new, ready to fight to the end. 
"Stop..." she tried to shout, but was still weakened and her word came out as a barely audible whisper. Eve and Discord took a few paces back and launched the powerful blasts at one another. At that same instant, Fluttershy willed herself to move and managed to get off her chair. She flew in between the two sides, between the blasts as they were going to collide. 
"Stop this!!" She shouted. Discord and Eve saw her, their mouths agape. 
"Fluttershy?!" uttered a shocked Discord. He snapped his talons, and made the blasts fizzle out. A second later and Fluttershy would've been caught in the blast. 
"No..." Eve said, flabbergasted. "It should've worked, the dust...how could you?!" Eve suddenly let out a cry collapsed, weakened by the power she'd tried to shoot out at Discord. It had drained her considerably. The coliseum faded into the  mansion from before, the mansion faded into a giant cage, and the cage turned into shadows that also faded into nonexistence. A that was left was Eve, Twilight, Discord and Fluttershy standing in a clearing where the structures had been. The illusion had been broken.
"Fluttershy! You're alright!" Twilight cried happily, she pulled the pegasus into a hug, glad that the worst seemed to had passed.
"Twilight! It's good to see you, I missed you and everypony so much!" said Fluttershy. Discord also bent down and scooped the pony into a hug, looking beyond overjoyed, before setting her down and giving her a stern look. 
"What were you thinking?" he asked. "I mean, I enjoy a little foolery of course, but what you just did was beyond foolish!" A smile sprang upon his face. "But I'm glad that you're well my dear." Eve had been watching the tender reunion from the sidelines. All the dark magic, all the anger, all the twisted craziness drained from her body, and was replaced with sadness and regret. It was over. She no longer had the will to fight or try anymore tricks, she was defeated. Fluttershy would never forgive her for as long as she lived, and soon she'd be punished by the queen for her crimes. What more was there left for her? She, she was a nobody, with nothing to live for. She wished...that she could just disappear right then and there. As you wish. Eve's head jerked up at the voice. Eve let out a cry as she was suddenly set upon by the thorn vines that were now wrapping around her back hooves and dragging her into the tangled thicket of brambles that surrounded the clearing. Discord and the girls heard these cries and looked to see her being dragged. 
"Eve!" Fluttershy cried worriedly. She leaped into action, grabbing Eve's hooves, and began to try and pull her free. "Don't let go." she said, straining to keep hold. Eve was puzzled. Why was Fluttershy helping her? Fluttershy dug her hooves in, pulling with all her might. More vines strapped onto Eve, pulling her and Fluttershy further in. Twilight used her magic to assist in helping to keep the ponies from being dragged in, but the vines were too strong. 
"I've had enough of this place." Discord declared. He picked up Twilight like she was luggage and snapped his talons, making him, Twilight, Fluttershy, and Eve vanish completely from the clearing. Hmmm. A shame that delightful Nightmare couldn't stay. Oh well, she served her purpose, and the power and negative emotions she generated were very...delicious. 
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There was a bit of commotion from the servants as Discord and the ponies suddenly appeared out of nowhere in the middle of the hallway. A few of which, dashed off to inform the queen of the intruders. 
"That was close." said Fluttershy. She gave Eve a look of concern. "Are you alright?" Eve was stunned, not knowing what else to say except, "Why? Why, after everything, did you save me?" Fluttershy looked down as she smiled.
"Even though you did those terrible things, you were and still are my friend, and friends don't give up on each other when they're in trouble." 
"What?! Are you serious?" Discord practically hollered. "Are you feeling well my dear? Not still under this horrid mare's influence?" Fluttershy frowned at him and shook her head. 
"Everypony deserves a second chance, and this is Eve's." she said, taking Eve's hooves in hers. "You were just misguided. And I don't blame you too much for wanting nothing but my friendship." Fluttershy then became serious. "On the other hoof, I want you to make up for all that you've done. Starting with an apology to my friends for what you put them through." Eve looked guiltily into the faces of the Draconequus and the alicorn. She bowed her head to them.
"I'm sorry for everything, for tricking you and making you fight me in that coliseum." Eve said sorrowfully. "But most of all," she said turning to Fluttershy, "I'm sorry for what I did to you Fluttershy. I lied, I made you forget about your friends, I forced you to partake in my illusion. All I ask is for your forgiveness." Eve shut her eyes, bracing for whatever Fluttershy might do or say. But what she hadn't expected was the pegasus hugging her warmly, and whispering softly, "I already have." Tears flowed freely from Eve's eyes as she hugged Fluttershy back. Discord made gagging noises. 
"I hardly think that pony deserves any forgiveness from Fluttershy." he grumbled. Fluttershy scolded him. 
"Discord! Don't be rude to Eve."
"Forgive me Fluttershy, but you really are too forgiving. One day that kindness of yours could be the end of you." 
"It's that same kindness and forgiveness that made us friends, and remain friends to this day despite everything that you do or say." Discord was silenced. He sighed, and chose to drop it. He'd have to learn to get used to Eve, even if he didn't want anything else to do with her. But Fluttershy wished to forgive her, and be friends with her, and if that was her wish then he'd do his best to accommodate to it. Of course, he would see to it that Eve would keep to her place, and not try to steal all of Fluttershy's attention away again. He'd keep his eyes on her. 
Queen Amalthea, followed by Princess Luna, approached them in the hallway. Eve dropped down and bowed to the queen.
"Your highness." she said. "I...I..." Queen Amalthea lifted a hoof, prompting her to keep quiet. 
"Moonlight Eve, in light of your crimes, I wish to speak with you about your punishment, in private." said Amalthea. Eve paled, but kept her head lowered. 
"Wait!" said Fluttershy. "Please, your majesty, don't be too hard on Eve." Queen Amalthea arched and eyebrow, puzzled by this.
"You've forgiven her?" she asked. "After she kidnapped you?" Fluttershy nodded.
"Eve...wasn't herself, she didn't mean for things to get out of hoof." The queen looked at her intently.
"That's all well and good, but Eve is one of my subjects, and there is much I wish to talk to her about." Eve trotted to the queen and followed her to the counsel chambers, looking over her shoulder back at Fluttershy, looking a little scared. 
"I hope she'll be alright." Fluttershy said fretfully. 
"Good riddance I say." said Discord. Twilight and Fluttershy both scolded, "Discord!" 
"What?"

This was it, Eve was prepared to face her doom as Queen Amalthea closed the doors of the counsel room and locked them. She gulped nervously. 
"Have a seat." Eve obeyed. The queen sat in front of her, Eve squirmed under her gaze, waiting to hear her punishment and be done with it. What would happen to her? Will she be banished? Thrown in a dungeon? Beheaded?! She felt herself grow faint at the thought. No Nightmare had ever went against the queen, because nopony knew what would happen or what she'd do if you dared to cross her. It was bound to be something unbelievably horrible. 'At least I got to see Fluttershy one last time.' she thought sadly. 
"Tell me, when you were in the Garden of Shadows, what happened there?" Eve was stunned. She certainly wasn't expecting this. She took a deep breath and explained how she'd been experimenting with dust mixtures, hoping to find something that would make Nightmares useful once more (as well as to help her find a way to see Fluttershy again). She'd went to the garden to find ingredients to mix with. While in there, something had given her the power to produce solid illusions from her shadows. She also went on to how she created a giant cage, a mansion, and a whole lot of other illusions.
"There was something there, whispering to me, egging me on. I...wasn't myself anymore." Queen Amalthea nodded, listening carefully.
"Now, when you say your shadows-"
"It's...something I could do. I could travel through shadows like they were portals, but the power must've been enhanced by the garden or something." said Eve. The queen lifted Eve's head, looking deep into her eyes. 
"Hmm, most interesting..."
"What is?"
"It's nothing, I will not hold you accountable for all of your actions. Even an alicorn can be tempted by that place's corruptible essence. However, you will be doing manual labor all throughout the castle. I will give you the most back breaking chores we have here, until I'm satisfied that your punishment has been served." Eve bowed her head.
"Yes, my queen." she said. 
"I expect you to have all of your essentials packed up by this afternoon, tomorrow at the latest." Amalthea said. Eve's head shot up in surprise.
"M-my essentials?"
"You will be living here from now on."
"But, but why?"
"An old friend has made me stop and reconsider my actions. I'm allowing Nightmares to once more aid dreamers with Princess Luna. There is...some potential in you. I will merely ask for your suggestions and opinions from time to time." Eve couldn't believe it. The queen wanted to hear her thoughts? This couldn't be real! The queen retained a stiff expression.
"Let us be clear that you will not be receiving special treatment. I will work your hooves to the bone." she said. Eve nodded vigorously. She almost leaped out of her seat.
"Y-yes! Of course! Oh, thank you your majesty!" Eve said excitedly. She didn't even care about the labor she'd be going through. The queen wouldn't lock her up, or behead her, or banish her! And that alone was worth celebrating.The queen's lips curved at seeing the young Nightmare's enthusiasm. With everything she wanted to say out of the way, she let Eve leave, her golden eyes drifting to the empty space behind her.
"I take it you heard all of that Luna?" she asked. The illusion faded, the once empty corner now revealed the alicorn, looking at the queen perplexed. 
"I don't understand. Why are you letting her live here?" asked Luna. "Why are you asking for her thoughts on the well being of your kingdom?"
"So many questions seem to be asked of me lately." Amalthea sighed. "I wasn't lying to her when I said that there was some potential in her, it is best that she remain here so I can keep a close eye on her. Perhaps I can teach her a thing or two." 
"Potential for what exactly?"
"I'm tired Luna, I must get my rest if I'm to address my subjects tomorrow, maybe some other time I'll tell you. I hope you'll enjoy the helping hooves that I'm lending you.For course, it'll be good to give them something more productive to do with their time" Luna grinned a little.
"It'll be just like old times." said Luna almost wistfully. It would be good to have the Nightmares helping her again. Amalthea nodded, sharing a mutual feeling.
"Yes, like old times."

Eve had told the news to Fluttershy, and her friend congratulated her, asking if she needed any help in packing. Eve said that she could handle it fine on her own, but Fluttershy insisted on having Discord's help, the Draconequus begrudgingly conjured a few suitcases for Eve to use.
"Don't expect me to carry all that." he'd said. Fluttershy had thanked him for his help, and gave Eve a kind smile. Now Eve was in her house, finishing up all of her packing, when a knock sounded on the door.
"Come in!" Eve called. Twilight Sparkle stepped inside. Eve dropped her dust notes and bowed to her.
"Princess, what brings you here?" she asked. Twilight waved a hoof. 
"You don't need to do that Eve, Fluttershy told me about how you're moving to the castle, and I came to see how you were doing."
"I'm fine thank you." Twilight suddenly looked anxious. 
"I, uh, also came to apologize, for tricking you as well." Eve tilted her head.
"Huh?"
"Those two Nightmares, Dawn and Dusk, that was me and Discord in disguise." Twilight admitted. Eve's widened in surprise.
"Y-you mean...it was you two!?" Twilight nodded.
"Yeah, sorry about that. It was also Discord you pulled all those pranks and pinned the blame on you."
"I should've known."
"So, we'll be heading back to Equestria tomorrow, wanna come and see us off?" Eve looked away.
"I don't think so. It's best if I just, lay low for a bit, and get ready to move to the castle." Twilight laid a hoof on Eve's shoulder. 
"If you change your mind, we'll be in the throne room." said Twilight. The princess turned to leave but was stopped by Eve.
"Wait! Um....Twilight, if it's okay, you don't have to but, could you....be my friend?" asked Eve. "I promise I won't go crazy, I didn't even know what came over me! I'll be-" Twilight stopped her there.
"I'd be glad to be your friend Eve." she said smiling. "And who knows, you might make even more friends." Eve smiled too. The thought of having more than one friend felt too good to be true. Such an idea made her feel, happy. Utterly and truly, happy.

"I hope you weren't too upset, about our fight from before I mean." said Fluttershy meekly. She'd walked alongside Discord to his guest room, the two talking to one another about what had happened during the past few days. Discord waved his claw.
"Oh, never mind that Fluttershy, all is forgiven. I'm just glad to see that you're safe and sound my dear." he said, almost tenderly. Fluttershy smiled up at him. Discord had missed that smile. His chest felt a pleasant warmth, like the one he felt from his dream, only it felt bigger, and spread all through him in Fluttershy's actual presence. 
"It was strange, being locked in that cage, not remembering you, or the girls, or even Angel. But, Eve was there, and Lumen too, and they did their best to provide me with good company." said Fluttershy. 
"Honestly, that Queen Amalthea is being too soft on that pony. She deserves to be punished severely after what she did to you!" 
"Eve was just lonely, and jealous, and that made her lose sight of what was important. I'd think you of all ponies would understand, you've been jealous a couple times." Fluttershy teased. 
"That's different. For one thing, I didn't force you into being my friend slash plaything, and how do we even know that Eve really has changed?"
"Now, now, if I'm forgiving Eve, then it's fair that you forgive her too. Other wise, how will you two ever become friends?"
"Me?! Friends with her?!" Discord asked skeptically. "That is a cruel joke my dear."
"It's not a joke, I think you two would be good friends if you gave each other a chance." 
"But she-!"
"Please Discord?" Discord couldn't refuse Fluttershy's request, especially when she was giving him that adorable doe-eyed look.
"Very well Fluttershy, for you I will attempt to give her a chance." he said. Though in truth, he didn't trust the Nightmare as far as she could throw him. It would take a lot to convince him otherwise. Pleased with his answer, Fluttershy smiled and gave him a quick hug, a hug he'd wished had lasted a little bit longer.
"Thank you Discord." Discord's face felt a touch warm. What was the matter with him? This feeling, what was it?
"Anytime my dear." When they arrived at the guest room, they found Queen Amalthea standing outside.
"You're finally here, I wish to speak with you, Discord." she said. Discord looked down at Fluttershy who gave an understanding nod.
"I'll be with Twilight if you need me." she said. He watched as Fluttershy trotted back down the hall to Twilight's room. The queen cleared her throat and gestured for Discord to enter. Using his magic, he materialized into the room, lounging on the guest bed.
"What is that you want?" he asked idly, not really caring what her reason was for coming.
"I heard how you've pranked my Nightmares."
"Is everypony going to be on my back about that? None of you ponies seem to have a good sense of humor these days." he said. Amalthea shook her head.
"You are truly a strange and confusing creature." she said.
"Thank you!"
"It wasn't a compliment."
"I know. Is that all?" Amalthea nodded.
"I just came to warn you that there will be consequences if you even think to harm my subjects." said the queen in the usual droll that royalty seemed to use when addressing him. "I shall leave you now to catch up with your, marefriend." she said turning to leave. Discord's eyes widened, he laughed nervously.
"Marefriend? Why, whatever do you mean?" Amalthea tilted her head, her golden eye not unlike a cat's as she regarded him.
"I beg your pardon, I just assumed that you were in love with the pony, from the way you were looking at her and how happy you seemed around her." Queen Amalthea said. "But perhaps I was mistaken."
"Mistaken is right, we're just friends, nothing more." he said, his throat clenching nervously. 
"Right then, have a good day. And remember, my Nightmares aren't to be tinkered with." As the door was shut, Discord felt his stomach go through almost literal knots. Love? Him? Preposterous! Fluttershy and him were just friends....weren't they? He put his claw to his chest, his heart seeming to beat even faster at the thought of the pegasus, and him actually loving her. Was he in love? Fluttershy was certainly a lovely little thing, and she was willing to put up with him, treating him like any one of her other friends. His beloved best friend, he'd fought against Eve for her (though Eve was hardly a threat), he'd do anything to see that she was happy. The warmth in his chest, that felt grander than friendship, there could only be one other word for it. Love. No, he couldn't be, but it was true. He felt love toward her. But he didn't have any romantic thoughts or any of that gushy stuff in romance novels. Perhaps this was just a slight crush? The door knocked.
"C-come in!" he stammered. Fluttershy opened the door a crack, then stepped inside.
"Ah, Fluttershy, did you need something?"
"Um, yes, I remembered that there was something, I wanted to ask of you."
"Name it my dear." Fluttershy smiled sweetly and spoke her request.
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True to her word, Queen Amalthea had gathered all the Nightmares together, announcing to them that there would be some major changes. One of which was the return of Princess Luna. Everypony had gasped when they saw the alicorn, having only heard mentions and descriptions of her from stories. The initial surprise then turned to cheers and applause. Princess Luna almost blushed, not used to such attention. It was good that after all these centuries, she managed to patch things up with Amalthea. Even Amalthea seemed to be in a much better mood. The queen also announced that the nightly ride would now be done only once a month, and that they would be called upon to over see the dreamers, ensuring that their sleep was peaceful. Some of the Nightmares whispered, not sure about the change, but the others applauded enthusiastically at the news. 
"Dreamers! We get to see actual dreamers!"
"Sounds like fun!"
"Sounds scary."
"Are dreamers cute? Are they nice? I hope they're nice. I can't wait to see all the dreams! I wonder-"
Yes, there was certainly a lot to talk about. It would take a while to get situated with the change, but it was certainly a good change from their old mundane routine. What's more they couldn't believe it when they heard that Eve was moving to the castle. The Nightmare herself was looking around her now empty house. She'd miss the village, and it's residents (a little bit). She then began to walk slowly to the castle, taking her time. She wondered if Fluttershy and the others were still there. 'If you change your mind, we'll be in the throne room.' It wouldn't hurt to say a quick goodbye. After all, they'd be leaving forever, and forever was an awfully long time. She picked up the pace, galloping to the castle, through the hallways and into the throne room. Luna had just opened up a portal, as Eve entered.
"Eve! You made it!" said Fluttershy happily. Eve nodded. 
"I-I wanted to see you off, since you'll be gone forever." Fluttershy looked at her quizzically. 
"Forever? Who said anything about being gone forever?"
"But I thought-"
"You're my friend Eve, and we always will be. Though, I do need a break from all of this, afterward though, I see no harm in having you over sometime. That is, if it's okay with the queen." Fluttershy said. Eve felt her heart lighten. 
"And, can you come and visit me too?" Fluttershy giggled.
"Of course I will. Oh, I have something for you." Eve was curious as to what Fluttershy had for her. Fluttershy pulled out the dust bunny, who gave a friendly wave at Eve. Eve gasped, reaching out and hugging him.
"Lumen! Oh, I thought I lost you!" said Eve. "I'm sorry I turned you into a monster, do you forgive me?" Lumen rubbed his nose on Eve's cheek and Eve laughed.
"I asked Discord to conjure him from the Garden of Shadows. He was pretty shaken up but no worse for wear." said Fluttershy. Eve looked over Fluttershy to see a disgruntled Discord. 
"Thank you." said Eve. Discord didn't reply.
"I thought he might be able to keep you company here." Fluttershy gave one last pet on the bunny's head before looking back up at Eve.
"You gonna be okay?" Eve nodded and hugged Fluttershy.
"I'll be good." Eve and Lumen waved goodbye as they started to enter through the portal.
"Goodbye!" 
"Take care Eve!" Discord still didn't reply. He let Fluttershy go first, entering second, Twilight third, and Luna last. The portal collapsed and all was still in the throne room. Eve felt a hoof on her shoulder, she looked up to see the queen. Both exchanged a look. They'd see them again, some day soon. 'Goodbye Fluttershy.'

Fluttershy received a warm welcome home from the rest of her friends back in Ponyville. A chorus of happy and relieved cries as they all swooped Fluttershy into a group hug. Pinkie Pie insisted on having a welcoming party to celebrate and welcome Fluttershy home. Held at Sugarcube Corner, Pinkie had fixed up all of Fluttershy's favorite foods and snacks. Everypony asked her questions about her time in Aestas, and and about Eve.
"What happened there?"
"You weren't hurt were you?" 
"Did you have to fight any monsters?" 
"What happened to Moonlight Eve?" Twilight helped Fluttershy recount what had happened over the snacks Pinkie had made. The girls listened with rapt attention. Not interrupting until they had finished their story.
"My goodness, sounds like you've been such an ordeal!" said Rarity.
"You sure it was wise to let Moonlight Eve go free like that?" asked Applejack. Twilight nodded.
"I think she's learned her lesson. With any luck she'll make all sorts of new friends."
"I just hope she finds the happiness she's been looking for." said Fluttershy. 
"I'm sure she will." Pinkie Pie started up the music, everypony danced and mingled. Discord tapped Fluttershy on the shoulder, appearing quite flustered.
"Discord, is there something wrong?" she asked.
"Nothing's wrong my dear, I just wanted to... to..."
"Whatever it is, you can tell me." She took his paw and smiled. "We're friends after all." Discord looked away.
"Yes, well, I was wondering if, you're not doing anything, if I could treat you to a picnic." he said.
"A picnic sounds lovely! My animals would love to come." Discord tried to stop her, but she looked so happy that he didn't say anything, having hoped to have a picnic alone with her. Oh well, there'd be plenty of time for all that later. Right now, things were returning to their usual normality, and Discord was joining in with the others, swaying to the music. He'd tell Fluttershy, one of these days, how much she really meant to him.

In the Garden of Shadows...
Too soon....we must wait a little longer, and then we'll rise up again. And oh little Nightmare, what a tasty dish you shall make! I shall take great pleasure in feeding on you. Until next we meet....

			Author's Notes: 
Phew! Made it! Hope you all enjoyed the sweet, farewell chapter, however short it may be. Hope you like the upcoming sequel, coming soon! Special thanks to all the readers.
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