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		Description

In the midst of almost every crisis, Princess Celestia has always given Twilight a push in the right direction or a quick synopsis of who is attacking.
But now Twilight sees that only the best of Equestria's history has been recorded in the books lining her castle library; while the worst is left only in the minds of the Alicorns and Discord.
Naturally, Twilight wishes to know more about these events.

So, it's been a while since I last posted here, hasn't it? Whelp, here I am; and I'm ready to write!
Additional Tags: King Sombra, Princess Cadence, Shining Armor, Tirek, Other
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		Prologue: Letters between Friends



Dear Princess Celestia
As you know, the Tree of Harmony gave me a tree-shaped, crystal castle after my friends and I defeated Tirek. Since nothing universally threatening has approached yet, I used this new-found room-to-myself to go over my journey since I came to Ponyville.
I now have seem to have found a pattern. During all the major threats, minus the Changeling Queen’s attack on Canterlot, you seemed to know who we were dealing with. It is quite obvious that you would know Nightmare Moon, as she was just your sister; but you only ever explain the situation in short summaries. With this in mind, I went through the new library in my castle to do some research. As it turns out, my books have even less information than what you gave us.
Which brings me to my point. I have done extensive research on the history of Equestria, from Starswirl the Bearded to the Magi who rose the sun before you; but never before had I ever read over the names ‘Discord’, ‘Sombra’, the ‘Crystal Empire’, ‘Tirek’ or ‘Scorpan’. Even Nightmare Moon was only considered a myth until her return.
I would like to know more about Equestria’s history; more specifically what historical authors did not record. I know that this may be an uncomfortable request, as I could imagine that those may be the core of bad memories, but I feel that it may be time to let these stories out, so that future generations will know both the good and the bad of Equestria’s history.
Your friend,
Princess Twilight Sparkle

Dear Princess Twilight
I suppose you are right, my former student. These events are far too important to be permanently unknown to all but the immortal. If you do indeed wish to learn more about the history of our kingdom, than come to Canterlot Castle in a week’s time. You may even bring your friends, if you wish.
I truly hope you will be ready, for I have many stories to tell.
With love,
Princess Celestia
P.S. I think this will be more reliable with some other source than my point of view. If Fluttershy wouldn’t mind, have her bring along Discord as well; as he may have even more history to share.

			Author's Notes: 
This was just a little something I came up with at about 1:00 am after drinking too much coffee. After reading so many stories about the origins of how that used to be this or how this became that, I decided to try my hand at it.
Tell me what you think! I would love to make this story spotless, so point out any grammar or spelling errors you see. Like if you did, favorite if you liked it; 'cause I got plans for this!


	
		Chapter 1: Story Time



A strange group of six moved through the streets of Canterlot, colors of so much variety it almost hurt to look for too long; some flying or hovering gracefully in the air, some firmly placed on the ground.
A cyan pegasus huffed in an annoyed fashion, blowing a bang of her rainbow mane out of her vision. “I hate Canterlot.” she said blatantly.
A white unicorn gasped dramatically. “Why, however could you say that Rainbow Dash?” she asked. “It has got to be the most gorgeous city this side of Equestria!”
“I just don’t like being around all these snobby nobles.” Rainbow responded, glaring at a passing duo of finely-dressed stallions, both of who had their muzzles held high. “Always treating everypony else like dirt and always keeping their snouts up their-”
“Now, Dash.” interrupted a southern-accented, orange earth pony; who placed a reassuring hoof on Rainbow’s shoulder. “We’re only goin’ t’ be here for today. You know how excited Twi is for this.”
“Well, it’s not every day that you get the chance to learn knowledge that only two ponies in Equestria know.” said Twilight, her eyes dilated due to her enthusiasm.
“Two ponies and one draconequus.” said one of the two non-ponies in the group, holding an eagles’ talon up in a ‘matter of fact’ way. “Princess Celestia did recommend that I come as well, did she not?”
“And I’m sure you’ll have some excellent stories to tell, Discord.” said a butter-yellow pegasus.
Discord sighed and wiped his bushy, grey brow. “Is that what we’re doing? Story telling?” the chimera asked. “Thank Faust; I thought it was going to be another lecture.” He shivered visibly, hugging his 
arms with his mismatched hands. “I've already had five this week.”
“Uh, it’s only Monday.” said a bubbly, pink earth pony.
Discord face-palmed. “I know.”
Twilight seized up, turning to the draconequus. “Wait, what did you say?” she asked.
“I know?” Discord tried.
“No, before that.”
“I’ve already had five this week?” he tried again.
“Earlier.”
“One draconequus?” he tried once more, raising his shoulders in defeat.
“No, after Fluttershy!” Twilight said, annoyed.
“Thank Faust, I thought-”
“Right there!” the princess practically shouted, cutting Discord off. “’Thank Faust’. The proper term is ‘Thank Celestia’.”
Discord laughed heartily. “Trust me, Princess,” he said. “When you have lived for as long as Celestia, Luna and I have, you know that Celestia isn’t the one to thank.”
“And what on earth is that supposed to mean?” asked the white unicorn.
Discord chuckled again. “Spoilers, Rarity.” He said. “Spoilers…”

After their conversation, the trip to Canterlot Castle was generally uneventful; other than Discord having to summon a coil of rope to stop Rainbow Dash from attacking Prince Blueblood in the courtyard. Eventually, the group arrived at the throne room; the excessively large doors branded with both Princess Celestia’s and Princess Luna’s cutie mark.
The guards standing at the door bowed as Twilight approached. “The Princesses are waiting for you, Princess Twilight.” one guard said.
“Thank you.” Twilight said politely. Her horn glowed magenta and the doors creaked open, revealing the regal sisters sitting on their throne. Everypony bowed down to the Princesses.
“Princess Celestia, Princess Luna.” Twilight said, bowing.
Princess Luna giggled. “You need not address us in such a formal matter, Princess Twilight.” She said, emphasizing the word ‘princess’. “You are of equal rank as my sister and I, there is no need.”
Twilight laughed sheepishly. “Sorry.” she said. “It’s a force of habit.”
Celestia smiled warmly. “It’s alright.” she said. “Now, I understand you wish to know more about Equestria; correct?”
“That’s right.” Twilight said. “That’s also why I brought my friends; I think they could benefit from this just as much as I will.”
Rainbow huffed. “Speak for yourself” she said. “I just want to get this over with.”
Celestia’s smile faulted a little, but she held herself. “In any case, I suppose if this is what you truly wish, then you should have the right to chose what you want to know first.”
Twilight tapped her chin. “How about Discord?” she asked.
“What about me?” Discord asked back.
“I know how you got turned to stone, thanks to Zecora’s potion; but my friends don’t.” Twilight explained. “But even I don’t know how you came into power. That is what I want to know first.”
“Well then,” Luna said. “I don’t think my sister and I are qualified to start this story. Discord, would you be so kind?”
Discord crossed his arms. “Well, I suppose so.” He said. “But I still don’t like thinking back to that old me. Dwelling on the past will drive you insane, you know.”
“I think it’s a little late for that.” Rainbow whispered to Applejack, who laughed quietly with her. They silenced themselves when Discord gave them a dirty look. “Uh… sorry.”
“Now then…” Discord said, stroking his beard. “Where to start, where to start… OH! I know!”
“A long, long time ago; in the magical land of Equestria..."

			Author's Notes: 
Well, what do ya' think? I personally think there's too much dialogue, but whatyagonnado...
Anyway, I'm thinking of letting you guys choose what story will be told next. The stories will be the full version of Tirek, Sombra, Starswirl the Bearded and Cadence.
Also, I don't really know how to tag this story in the genre area. If you guys could help me out on that part; I'd be really thankful.


	