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		Description

A circus has come to Ponyville. Twilight and friends go to the circus to have a good time. What they didn't expect was to befriend a creature that was the sideshow attraction for the circus and was treated as a slave by the owner of the circus. The girls take it upon themselves to help the human adjust to life in Equestria.
WARNING: May contain human pony shipping. If do not want, leave now. Yes 'do not want' was intentional. Rated teen for language.
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The Last Man Standing
Chapter One: Sideshow Attraction

A circus had come to town. Ponies of all ages were flocking to a large circus tent set up just outside Ponyville to see a great show. Twilight, Spike and her friends were among the crowd. “I can’t belive it!” Spike exclaimed happily. “A circus came to Ponyville.” He had a cone of cotton candy in his claw as he walked next to Twilight. 
“This is exciting, I’ve never been to a circus before.” Twilight informed with a smile. She had a bag of peanuts levitating next to her. Every once in a while she’d levitate a few out of her bag and eat them.
“Me neither, I’m sure we’re all gonna have a great time.” Applejack said.
“Oh, I can’t wait to see what kind of animals they have.” Fluttershy stated.
“I can’t wait to see the clowns.” Pinkie said as she carried a large amount of cotton candy on her paper cone, it was bigger than she was. Her mouth opened wide to an unbelievable size and ate half the amount she had.
“I can’t wait to see the stunts they’re going to do.” Rainbow said as she hovered over the others.
“And have you seen the fashion they have? So spectacular and glittery.” Rarity stated.
As the group drew closer, they saw many posters advertising all the things to see. A flying trapeze act, lion and tiger taming, a tight rope walker, and many others were on display. But what was really getting everypony’s attention was one poster in particular that was promising something never seen before.
The girls soon found their seats in the stands and sat together. The lights dimmed and a spotlight came on. A unicorn stallion in a black top hat, and red vest stood at the center. He had a beige coat and white mane and tail. His cutie mark was of a red and white ring. “Mares and gentlecolts!” He announced. “On this day, we are here to wow you with feats of heroism and bravery, danger and mystery, but most of all, to entertain each and every one of you! Welcome my friends, TO THE CIRCUS!” Right as he said the last word, a cannon fired and an earth pony flew over his head from the side. He landed in a net and music started up as elephants walked in from behind him. 
The elephants performed a few tricks with balls and rings while a few ponies directed them. Every pony cheered as the elephants performed their tricks. After a few stunts, the elephants left the ring and a few more stallions and mares came in wearing spandex.  The stallions galloped around while the mare’s rode on them performing flips and jumps. “Wow, look at that precision.” Twilight pointed out.
“Not bad.” Rainbow commented.
Spike had a big grin as he watched the ponies perform. “Wow, cool.”
“Ooh, fancy.” Pinkie said.
After the ponies finished their routine and received a round of applause, the next act began to set up. A large cage was set up with two stands with stars and a large hoop at the center. A tiger was then brought out in a smaller cage and let into the bigger one. It growled as it made its way around the cage. A unicorn stallion with a chair and whip levitating around him entered the cage and approached the tiger. The girls watched in awe. “Oh my.” Fluttershy let out. 
“No way.” Spike said.
As the stallion drew closer, the tiger growled and swiped at him. The stallion used his whip to get the tiger to listen. “Hah, hah, jump.” The tiger jumped through the hoop onto the other platform on the other side. “Come on now, hah!” The stallion declared as he whipped his whip.
“Oh dear, that doesn’t seem very nice.” Fluttershy observed.
“Relax Fluttershy, it’s just an act.” Rainbow commented.
“But couldn’t the stallion just ask the tiger to do what he wants?” Fluttershy asked.
“Fluttershy dear, that tiger is dangerous. While simply talking to it may work for you, that stallion needs some other way to get the tiger to do what he wants. Hence the whip.” Rarity explained to try and ease her friend.
“Besides, these circuses take real good care of the animals they have.” Twilight explained further.
The next act began and it was a flying trapeze. Fluttershy had her eyes closed for the most part while Rainbow enjoyed every second of it. She loved how the earth ponies managed to flip in the air and spin as if they really were flying.
Then there was an act with a bear that was more cooperative as it rode around on a tricycle wearing a funny outfit. Fluttershy enjoyed that one and Pinkie Pie was laughing up a storm.
Then came the clowns. A small car with a wind up key drove in and, one by one, an impossible number of ponies started climbing out of it. It was a wonder how even one clown got into it in the first place since it was smaller than a pony, not even a filly could fit in it. The clowns performed many funny stunts and things. Some even made their way into the audience. One clown came up to Pinkie Pie and offered to let her smell a flower he had on his vest. “Why thank you.” Pinkie said happily.
She leaned in to get a good whiff when the flower suddenly squirted water in her face. She was surprised at first but then laughed along with everypony else at the gag. “HA HA, that clown got you good Pinkie.” Rainbow said.
Pinkie giggled with a snort. “Heh heh hah *Snort* He sure did. That was a good one Mr. Clown.” The clown gave a light bow and moved on.
Many acts went on and soon, the ring master took center stage. “Mares and gentlecolts, we now come to the climax of our show! Today, I present to you a creature the likes of which had never been seen before by pony eyes!” A tall rectangular object covered by a red fabric was pulled out by a pair of stallions.
“A new creature?” Fluttershy asked.
“I wonder what that could be.” Applejack wondered out loud.
“Oh wow, a new creature?” Twilight asked. “This is amazing, I wonder what it looks like.”
The ring master continued. “No pony knows what this creature is, nor does anypony know where it came from. On this day, you get to see this thing with your very own eyes. Behold, the unkown!” On the last word, the ring master used his magic to pull off the red fabric to reveal a rectangular cage holding a strange being inside.
Everypony gasped at its sight. A tall five foot creature stood before them. It had short brown hair on the top of its head, blue eyes, pale pink skin and a little hair along its arms and on its chest. The only clothing it wore was a pair of baggy light brown pants being held on by nothing more than a mere rope. It had long appendages with stringy things at the end and stood on two legs. It had a pair of metal shackles on its wrists with chains connected from the shackles to the floor of the cage. “Celestia knows where such a thing came from, this thing is a mystery even to me. This is without a doubt, a very big mystery as to what it is and where it came from.”
The show soon ended and everypony filed out of the tent, most spread out around it to see the circus animals or meet with the performers, Twilight and friends included. “Wow, did you see how those ponies were flying through the air?” Spike said with glee. “It’s almost like they were flying.”
“And what bout that there tight rope walker, I thought fer sure she would fall off. I didn’t think it possible to have such balance.” Applejack commented.
“I absolutely adored their costumes.” Rarity commented. “Did you see how some of them sparkled?” She practically swooned. 
“Leave it to Rarity to make the biggest deal out of the costumes and not pay attention to the action.” Rainbow quipped.
“I liked the clowns, they were so funny. Especially that one that got me with the squirting flower. Wonder why I never thought of a prank like that?” Pinkie said.
“We totally have to try that one out.” Rainbow added.
The group soon came to a large wagon cage that caused them to stop in their tracks. Inside was the strange creature everypony saw near the end of the show. It had its back to them as it sat down and was leaning back against the bars of its cell. “Look, it’s that strange creature we saw.” Spike pointed out.
The group drew closer. “So what do ya think it is?” Applejack asked.
“I don’t know.” Rarity answered.
“Ooh, ooh, I know!” Pinkie exclaimed with a hop. “It’s a new species of tiger.”
The others looked at her curiously. “Seriously Pinkie?” Rainbow asked. “it doesn’t look anything like a tiger.”
“That poor creature, having to suffer with such terrible attire.” Rarity pointed out.
“Maybe it’s a kind of monkey?” Fluttershy offered. 
What they weren’t seeing was the creature was clenching its teeth and balling a fist as they talked, trying to figure out its species.
“A monkey?” Twilight asked. “Well, its structure is similar to that of an ape of some kind.”
The creature quickly turned around and grasped the bars of its cage with its appendages. “I’m a human all right?!” it exclaimed in frustration. The sound of the voice was male. After he said that, he turned his head to the side with his eyes closed.
The girls and Spike gasped. “You can talk?” Rarity asked.
“You’re a human?” Spike asked. “What’s a human?” He asked again.
The creature, identified as human, released the bars and sat indian style. “Yeah, I’m a human and I can talk. But I’m not supposed to. Just do me a favor. If you see the ring master, don’t tell him I said anything to you. I’m not supposed to talk to the customers.” He then retook his position with his back against the bars.
“But, why not?” Rainbow asked.
“Yeah, and if you can talk, why are ya locked up in a cage like this?” Applejack asked.
The human looked at them over his shoulder. “Because, he says it adds mystery to me or something. If I don’t do what he says, he’ll make sure I go hungry tonight and won’t feed me.”
“That’s horrible.” Pinkie said. “What kind of meanie denies food?” 
“The ring master, that’s who.” The human retorted.
“Well I think this is wrong. You’re obviously sentient like us. You shouldn’t be treated like this.” Twilight pointed out.
“Yeah, and what are you going to do about it?” The human asked.
Before she could answer, the ring master approached the girls. “Hello my dears, thank you for coming to our show. I trust you all enjoyed it?” He asked with a smile as he placed himself between the group and the human.
The girls and Spike were glaring at the ring master.
“Is something wrong? You don’t look too happy. Was the show not to your liking?” He asked as he saw the glares.
“Actually, we did like the show.” Twilight said. 
The ring master smiled. “Good, I’m glad to hear it. But then, why do you seem upset?”
“Because of how you’re treating this poor creature.” Fluttershy pointed out. “It isn’t very nice.”
“Why whatever do you mean?” The ring master asked.
“We know all about how your treating that human.” Twilight said.
The ring master seemed surprised at first, then a scowl formed, which was quickly replaced with a smile. “My dears, I have no idea what you’re talking about. What makes you think this thing is a….what did you call it….human?”
The human looked back with a bit of worry. He was fully facing the group again.
“Because he told us.” Rainbow said.
“Yeah, he said about how you would deny him food just fer talking. That aint right mister.” Applejack said with a scowl.
The ringmaster’s smile faded. “I see, so he spoke to you.” He gave a side glance to the human. He then turned around to face the human completely. “Didn’t I say no talking to the customers or you won’t be fed the next meal?”
“Come on boss, give me a break.” The human pleaded. “I’m sick of ponies coming up to my cage trying to guess what I am. I just….exploded is all. Please don’t make me go hungry again.”
“Sorry my boy, you know the rules.” The ringmaster stated.
“Now see here.” Rarity said. “Just who do you think you are treating a sentient being like this.”
“That’s right, it isn’t nice.” Twilight pointed out. “In fact, I demand you release him at once.” She said with a stomp of her hoof.
The ring master faced them again. “Excuse me? You must be joking. Who do you think you are to tell me what to do? This human is this circus’s main attraction. I’m not about to give up the one thing that brings in the big bits.”
“Please just go, you’ve already gotten me in trouble.” The human stated.
Twilight ignored the human’s words. “Really? Well I think princess Celestia wouldn’t approve of this.”
“Princess Celestia? HA! Like she would care about some unknown creature like this. Besides, how would you get in touch with the princess? I doubt she would listen to a nopony like you. HA HA HA!” The ring master laughed in Twilight’s face.
“I’ll have you know Twilight here happens to be princess Celestia’s personal student.” Rainbow pointed out as she hovered in front of the ring master’s face.
“Her, Celestia’s personal student? HA! Sure she is, and I’m the prince of candy land.” The ring master shot back.
“Really? Cool, can I come visit your kingdome sometime?” Pinkie asked with a grin.
“Everpony knows Celestia only has one personal student, and her name is Twilight Sparkle. You are just a nobody pony.” 
“Funny you should say that partner.” Applejack said with a smirk. “Did ya even bother ta ask fer our names?”
“Why? Is it important?” The ringmaster asked with a smirk.
“As a matter of fact it is, Mr. Smarty flank.” Rainbow retorted.
“My name just so happens to be Twilight Sparkle. And these are my friends, Rarity, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy, and Pinkie Pie, and this is Spike.” Twilight gestured to each of the ponies she introduced.
The ring master stopped his laughing. “Wait….THE Twilight Sparkle?” He wasn’t smiling anymore.
“That’s her.” Pinkie said with a smile.
The ring master smirked. “Sure you are. The only way I’ll belive that is if Princess Celestia herself tells me.”
“Fine.” Twilight stated with a confident smile. She used her magic to summon a scroll and quill. “Spike, take a message please.” 
“With Pleasure.” Spike took hold of the parchment and quill. Twilight dictated and Spike wrote everything down. Once he finished, he breathed green flames out onto the scroll and caused it to turn to smoke that rose into the air, swirled around, then vanished.
The ring master was still skeptical. “Look, unless princess Celestia herself appears before me..” As he said that Celestia appeared behind the ring master. “And tells me that you are her personal student, I’m not about to believe it.”
Upon Celestia’s appearance, the human was left dumbfounded. “Whoa.” He gazed upon her, even though he was only seeing the back of her. He was still left in wonder of her appearance.
“Ahem.” Celestia cleared her throat. 
The ring master slowly turned around with a bit of nervousness etched on his face. Once he beheld the princess, he jumped back in fear. “Your highness, what…what a pleasure to have you here. To what do I owe the pleasure of your visit?” He asked with a bow.
Celestia did not look pleased as she looked down at the unicorn. “My student, Twilight Sparkle, tells me you have a sentient being in your custody that is not being treated well. Care to explain that?”
The circus owner rose from his bow. “Now princess, please understand, it was a deal we made.”
“Deal my ass!” the human stated. Everypony looked in his direction. The princess turned to face him. “You tricked me into this you weasel.”
Celestia looked back to the ponies. “Girls, is that the creature that was mentioned?”
“It is princess.” Twilight informed.
“I see.” She then faced the ring master. “You are to release this being from his confines immediately.”
“But…your highness…..” He tried to argue, only to receive a hard glare from the princess. He cringed and finally relented. “Of course….your majesty.” The unicorn summoned a ring with keys. He walked up to the cage and opened the door to the wagon cell. He then removed the shackles on his wrists.
The human walked out and stood before the ponies. “Greetings human, I am princess Celestia of Equestria. I am terribly sorry for the treatment this pony has given you. I can assure you, such treatment is frowned upon. I give you my humblest apologies.”
The human gave a smile to the princess and bowed. “It’s all right your majesty, I thank you and these mares for helping me like this. You have no idea how long I’ve been under the hoof of this A-hole. Forgive my language.”
“How did you end up like this? Where do you come from if I may ask?” Celestia stated.
“Well….it’s kind of a long story, well….maybe not that long. Let’s see, from what I have gathered during my time here, I’m in a whole other world. How I got here is still a bit of a mystery, but I can tell you what I was doing when I ended up in this world. You see, I come from a planet called earth. There, humans are the dominant species, and such creatures like yourself don’t exist. I used to be part of a band back in my world. We were famous, made lots of money, I had a great life going for me. One day, when the band was taking an extended break from concerts and such, I used my money to get myself a boat and wanted to explore a strange part of the ocean. It was a stupid decision I know, but I tended to make stupid decisions. Anyway, I got a boat and the area of water I wanted to explore was known as the Bermuda triangle.”
“It’s a mysterious area because most of the time, any boat or plane that goes through it has a habit of disappearing without a trace. I was on a boat on my own, sailing though the area, when all of a sudden, this big whirlpool appears out of nowhere and sucks my ship up. Next thing I know, I wake up in this world lying on my back. When I finally found the strength to get up, I started looking around to try and find out where I was. I happen upon a circus during my excursion and run into this unicorn and his troupe. Needless to say I was surprised to find a unicorn standing before me, as well as pegasia, even more surprised to find they could talk.”
“This jerk says he’s willing to help me out and help me figure out what might have happened. He gives me these promises of helping me get back home and giving me a place to stay while I’m here until I can get home. Next thing I know, I end up in a cage with shackles and nothing but these baggy pants on. Plus, he took away my guitar!” The human shouted the last part. “And here I am. I’ve been part of his circus for six months now. Even if I were to find a way back home, everyone there most likely thinks I’m dead by now.”
The girls, princess, and Spike all looked sadly at him. “I’m terribly sorry. I wish I had known of you sooner, perhaps I could have helped you get home as soon as you got here.” Celestia offered.
“It’s all right your majesty.” The human said. “These things happen. True I do wish I could have found a way home a lot sooner and not get stuck as a sideshow freak in a circus, but it did, and nothing can change that.”
Celestia gave a smile. 
The human then turned to the ring master and closed in on him. In size, the human’s face was almost at even with the ring master. “As for you.” He said. He then raised a fist and punched the unicorn in the side of the face, causing him to fall to the ground. Everyone gasped in surprise. “THAT’S for tricking me and turning me into a side show attraction!” He then kicked the unicorn in the stomach. “And that’s for taking my guitar.”
Rainbow and Applejack quickly rushed over and grabbed the human. Rainbow hovered up and grabbed him from under his arms while Applejack grabbed his waist and both pulled him back. “Easy there partner, calm down.” Applejack said.
“Wast that really necessary?” Rarity asked.
“Hey, it made me feel better, so yeah.” The human responded.
“That was uncalled for.” Celestia said as she frowned at the human.
“I’m sorry your majesty, but I owed him for six months of enslavement and stealing from me.” the human stated.
“Are you done then?” Rainbow asked. 
“Yeah, I’m done, you can let me go now.” The human stated. Applejack and Rainbow released their grip. “Just so the rest of you know, I’m normally not a violent guy, but that….son of a….mule…” He opted to censor himself in the presence of the mares and little dragon. “….has caused me nothing but pain.”
“Even so, such violence was not necessary.” Celestia said. “You could have merely voice your feelings instead of resulting to violence.”
“Yeah, I guess you’re right.” The human said as he looked to the side. He looked forward again as he remembered something. He walked up to the ringmaster as he still lay on the ground, holding his stomach. “Where’s my guitar?” He asked angrily.
“In my wagon….in the closet.” The unicorn gasped out.
The human raised his fist and made like he was going to punch him again. The girls gasped and the pony flinched. The human smirked. “Tch, made ya flinch.” He then walked away to the ring master’s wagon which was close by. He entered the wagon and, moments later, came out with an acoustic guitar strapped to his back. “Aahh, that’s better.” The girls, Spike and the princess came up to him as he stepped away from the wagon.
“Now that that is all settled, I believe there is still the matter of introductions.” Celestia stated. “You already know my name. Allow me to introduce the others.” Celestia went around saying each ponies name while pointing to them. “So, what is your name?” She asked.
“The names Nathan.”

			Author's Notes: 
And here we have the first chapter of my latest human in Equestria fic. Waring, there will most likely be shipping. If you do not approve of that, turn away now. Also, I just wanted to say that I had this idea for a while as well and am glad to finally get to it. I hope you all will enjoy this one.


	
		Chapter Two: A Helping Hoof



The Last Man Standing
Chapter Two: A Helping Hoof

“It is a pleasure to meet you Nathan.” Celestia said with a smile.
“A pleasure to meet you as well. I can’t thank you enough for getting me out of that predicament.” Nathan said.
“Well then, I shall leave you in the care of my student and her friends then so they may properly assist you in integrating into our society. I must be going now, royal duties call. Welcome to Equestria Nathan.” Celestia said. She lit up her horn and, in a brilliant flash, teleported away. 
“Wow, that princess sure likes to make an exit.” Nathan said. “So….does this mean I have to stick with you girls?” He asked as he looked over the group. “Not that I’m complaining.” He then added.
“Darn tootin partner.” Applejack answered with a smile.
“Don’t worry, you’re in very capable hooves.” Twilight said, also with a smile.
“Not like I have anywhere else to go, so where to?” Nathan asked.
The group started walking as they talked. “We’re going to Ponyville darling, it’s our hometown.” Rarity informed.
“It’s a great place. Everypony there is so friendly and nice.” Pinkie said as she hopped along with the group. 
“It’s a small town, but it is nice.” Twilight informed. “Though you may get some odd looks once we get there.”
“Hey, I’m used to it by now. I’ve been gawked at by ponies for six months while at that cirOW!” Nathan suddenly called out in mid-sentence. He fell to the ground on his butt and held his foot. He then sucked in air through his teeth making a hissing sound as he held his foot. “Ah.”
“Oh my gosh, are you okay?” Pinkie asked. The girls and Spike gathered around him in worry.
“Oh my, darling, are you all right?” Rarity then asked.
“What happened?” Applejack asked.
“Aahh, I think I stepped on something sharp.” Nathan answered. He managed to pull his foot close to where he could look at the bottom of it. He saw a small piece of glass sticking out of his foot. There was a broken bottle of apple juice nearby on the ground. “Aw man, son of a bitch that hurt.”
The group looked at him curiously for his choice of language.
He noticed the looks he was getting from them and responded. “Sorry, human language, probably best you not repeat that stuff.”
“If you say so. We need to tend to your injury now though so let’s get going.” Twilight said. “Can you walk?”
“Yeah, but it won’t be easy going.” Nathan responded.
“Come on then, get up and I’ll let you ride on my back.” Applejack offered.
Nathan looked at her curiously. “Are you sure?”
“Course I am, I wouldn’t have offered if’n I weren’t.” Applejack stated with a smile.
Rarity and Rainbow helped Nathan stand back up and got him on Applejack’s back. “You sure I’m not too heavy?” Nathan asked.
“Don’t worry bout it, I’m stronger than I look.” Applejack responded.
“Thanks, you ponies sure are nice.” Nathan stated.
“Man, you humans aren’t very durable are you?” Rainbow Dash asked. Her question was met with a light glare from Twilight. “What?”
“Rainbow, that wasn’t very nice.” Twilight said.
Nathan interrupted. “It’s fine Twilight. She’s right, we humans are pretty fragile. The bottoms of our feet aren’t hard like a pony’s hooves. Normally, we humans walk around with shoes to protect our feet.” He explained. He then gave a shiver as a gust of wind passed by and wrapped his arms around himself. “Brrr, we also normally wear clothes to protect ourselves from the elements.”
“Well then, I think it’s clear where we need to go first, my place.” Rarity said. “We need to get you some clothes and these shoes for your feet.”
“Then later, we can throw you a welcome to Ponyville party!” Pinkie Pie cheered.
“If I’m not mistaken, it’s around fall isn’t it?” Nathan asked.
“Yeah, it is.” Spike answered.
“That would explain why it seems so cold.” Nathan responded.
They soon reached Ponyville and made their way through. Just like the girls said, Nathan was getting odd looks. “Look mommy, it’s that thing from the circus we saw.” A little colt said. “Good heavens, what is it doing out of its cage, and why is it riding that mare?” The mother of the colt asked.
Rainbow flew over to the pair and got in the mother’s face. “Hey, he’s not a thing, he’s a human and he’s our friend. The guy was just tricked into acting like a mindless animal by that rotten ring master.” 
Twilight used her magic to pull Dash away from the mare by her tail. “Easy Rainbow, they’ll all learn that in time.” She said.
Nathan had his hands on Applejack’s shoulders as she carried him through town. He could feel the muscles move about as she walked. “Wow Applejack, you weren’t kidding about the stronger than you look comment. I can feel those muscles. You must be strong.” 
“Uh, thank ya Nathan.” Applejack blushed a little at the compliment. To her relief, Nathan couldn’t see it from his position.
They soon reached Rarity’s boutique. “And here we are, my home sweet home.” Rarity cheered. She used her magic to open the door for everypony. “Take him into the kitchen Applejack, if you would please.” 
“Sure thing.” Applejack answered. Applejack walked to the kitchen with the others behind.
Rarity used her magic to pull out a chair from her kitchen dining table. “Have a seat here and we’ll get that foot of yours treated.”
Nathan climbed off Applejack’s back with Dash and Pinkie Pie holding him so he wouldn’t fall. He hopped over to the chair and the two set him down easy. “Thanks girls.” Nathan said with an appreciative smile. He removed his guitar from his back and leaned it against the table.
“Now you just sit there a moment and I’ll retrieve my first aid kit.” Rarity walked over to her kitchen sink and pulled out a med kit from under it with her magic. She walked back over and set to work. She treated Nathan’s small wound and wrapped his foot up with a bandage. “There we are, how does that feel now?” 
“Better thanks.” Nathan said. “Man, you ponies are the nicest beings I’ve ever met.”
“Aren’t humans the same way?” Spike asked.
“Some are, but some aren’t. And I haven’t met too many people as nice as you all are being.” Nathan informed.
“Really?” Fluttershy asked. “Gosh, so….not all humans are nice then?”
“Nope.” Nathan answered. “Some humans are just as nice as you lot are being while others are selfish and greedy and only care about themselves.”
“Oh my, that does sound bad…the greedy part I mean.” Fluttershy said.
Nathan then spoke to change the subject. “So, which one of you lucky mare’s gets me as a roommate.” He said jokingly.
“Ooh, ooh, me me me me!” Pinkie cheered as she waved her hooves frantically. “You can stay with me. I got plenty of room in my room at Sugarcube Corner.”
“Pinkie Pie, dear, don’t you think you need to ask permission from the cakes first since it’s their house?” Rarity pointed out.
“Oh yeah, good point.” Pinkie responded.
“Well, I don’t suppose you humans can walk on clouds can you?” Rainbow Dash asked.
“No, why?” Nathan asked with a confused look.
“My home is made of clouds. Since you can’t walk on clouds, then guess I’m out of the selection. Too bad too, you seem like you’d be a fun roommate.” Dash added.
“I’d offer myself, but I don’t have a spare room or bed.” Twilight said.
“Sorry partner, but my house is out too, no extra room.” Applejack said.
“I’m afraid I’m out as well, so sorry dear.” Rarity stated. One by one, they each looked a little regretful that they couldn’t put him up with them.
“Um…I suppose….he could stay with me…if you want to that is.” Fluttershy offered.
Nathan gave a smile. “Thank you Fluttershy, I’d really appreciate that.”
Fluttershy smiled back.
“Wonderful, now that that’s settled, let’s get to work on getting you a new wardrobe.” Rarity said with a smile. “Come along Nathan, I need to take your measurements.” Rarity started for the main room of her boutique.
Nathan stood up and followed her out with the others behind. 
“You girls are welcome to wait here and see what I cook up if you like.” Rarity offered. The girls and Spike nodded in agreement as they gathered around the main room of the boutique. Nathan followed Rarity upstairs and to her work room. “Now then, I need you to remove your pants so I may take proper measurements of your form.” 
“Um, I-I don’t know about that, you see…..I don’t have anything on underneath.” Nathan said, nearly blushing. 
“Oh come now dear, in case you hadn’t noticed, we don’t exactly normally wear clothes ourselves. It’s really more for special occasions and such.” Rarity said with a  wave of her hoof.
“Look…..it’s just….well….” Nathan stuttered. “Humans….tend to wear clothes all the time, it’s considered common decency. It just seems wrong to be butt naked in front of others unless….” He stopped there.
“Nathan, darling, I assure you, you have nothing to be ashamed of, I am a professional after all.” Rarity stated with a reassuring smile.
Nathan gave a defeated sigh. He blushed a little as he began to undo the rope that kept his pants up and let them drop. He quickly cupped his hands to cover his personal parts so as to keep them hidden from sight.
Rarity rolled her eyes with a smile and levitated a strip of measuring tape over. “Nathan, do remove your hands and spread out your arms so I can measure your arm lengths.” 
Nathan’s face went a little redder. He looked up and spread his arms out. Rarity stretched out the tape and began taking measurements. “Rarity, I’m home from…..” A small squeaky voice called out then stopped. 
Nathan looked over to the door to the room and saw a slack jawed little white unicorn with a two toned mane of light pink and light purple with green eyes staring at him. His face went even redder. He quickly covered his shame.
“Hello Sweetie Belle, how was school?” Rarity asked casually.
“AAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHH!” The little unicorn screamed out in a high pitched wail. “MONSTER!” She ran out of the room. 
“Sweetie Belle wait!” Rarity called as she ran after the unicorn that was most likely scarred for life. 
Nathan quickly pulled his pants up and tried to chase after them.
Some time later after explanations and a couple unnecessary apologies from the ‘monster’, things had settled down a bit. “So, you’re a human?” Sweetie Belle asked. She, her sister, and Nathan were in Rarity’s work room as they talked. Rarity opted to first take measurements of Nathan’s upper body first. 
“That’s right, sorry again about the scare earlier.” Nathan said with a smile.
“It’s all right.” The little unicorn identified as Sweetie Belle said. She then turned to her big sister. “But Rarity, how come you didn’t take me to the circus with you and the other’s?” She asked with sad eyes.
“Because dear, you had school today, I wasn’t about to let you miss out on school.” Rarity said.
“No fair.” Sweetie pouted. Nathan couldn’t help but find it cute. “You got to go have fun while I was in school.”
“Now Sweetie Belle, I promise to make it up to you this weekend, the circus will still be in town for a while, we can go then.” Rarity offered.
“Really?” Sweetie Belle perked up. “COOL! Can my friends come too?” She asked.
Rarity smiled as she answered. “I imagine we would all go again, so yes.” She said, referring to her friends downstairs. “All right Nathan, I have the necessary measurements for your upper body, now I will need you to remove your pants for your lower body.” 
“Um, don’t you think your little sister should leave for this part?” Nathan asked. “It’s bad enough for me to be stripping in front of you, but a little kid?”
“Very well.” Rarity stated. She turned to her sister sitting on her bed. “Sweetie dear, why don’t you go stay with the girls downstairs while I take care of Nathan.”
“Okay.” Sweetie Belle hopped off the bed and trotted for the door. “It’s nice meeting you Nathan.” Sweetie Belle said before leaving.
Once the little unicorn was gone, Nathan turned his attention back to Rarity. “I can’t believe you and your friends are thinking about going back to that circus, especially after how they treated me.”
“Now Nathan, I know you’re upset at the ring master for what he did to you, but it’s all in good fun, the circus I mean. Besides, I feel bad that we went and I, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash left Scootaloo, Sweetie Belle, and Apple Bloom out. The two I just mentioned are Sweetie Belle’s friends by the way.” Rarity added.
Nathan dropped his pants again, the conversation helped keep his mind off of feeling self-conscious about being naked in front of a mare as she took his measurements. “Well you can count me out, I’ve had enough circus time for the rest of my life. That ring master is lucky a punch and a kick was all he got from me, but he wasn’t worth the effort for me to do more to him.”
“Not to worry, we won’t make you go back there. I would imagine it would be the last place you’d want to go.” Rarity finished her measurements. “You may pull your pants up now Nathan.” He did so as Rarity jotted down the measurements on a notepad in her aura. “Oooh, this is so fascinating.” Her giddiness started to show. “I’ve never designed an outfit for a creature with your physique, this will be quit the challenge.” She said as she beamed.
“Look, I don’t need anything fancy, just some regular everyday clothes.” Nathan said.
“Yes, of course dear, not to worry, I’ll have you a new set of clothes in no time.” Rarity stated with a smile. “Just one more thing Nathan, would you mind explaining human fashion?” She asked.
“Well, to be honest, I’m not really all that picky on what I wear. Though, I am keen on a country western look. The band I was with was a country music type band. So…”
Rarity interrupted. “Say no more, I’ll have something to suit you just fine momentarily.” She then set to work.
Minutes passed as Rarity worked on an outfit for Nathan. The girls and Sweetie Belle talked amongst themselves as they waited to see what Rarity would make for him. Eventually, she trotted down the stairs and called out to them. “My friends, I give you…Nathan.” She said with a flair of her left hoof pointing to Nathan.
He slowly descended the stairs and into everypony’s view. “Oh my.” Fluttershy stated.
“Whoa.” Rainbow expressed.
“Well I’ll be.” Applejack said with a smile.
“Wow, you look good.” Pinkie said.
“Thanks.” Nathan said. He was wearing a red and white plaid button up shirt with blue jeans held up by a brown belt and an oval almost gold colored belt buckle. His feet were covered by a pair of brown western boots. Atop his head rested a Stetson hat with a black band around the base. “Pretty neat huh? Rarity did a great job.” He said as he looked himself over. He tapped his left heel twice to get a good feel for the boots. He was also wearing a brown jacket with white fluff on the inside and the collar of it folded down around his neck. 
“Wow Nathan, you look nice.” Twilight stated.
“Thanks Rarity, I really like this outfit you made me.” Nathan said as he turned to the fashionista.
She waved a hoof. “No thanks necessary dearie, I’m just glad to help.”
He gave a slightly stern look. “Now miss Rarity, I ain’t about ta let ya get away without some form o’ gratitude.” He said in a country western accent. “A true gentleman never lets a lady go without a thank ya for an act o’ kindness.” 
Sweetie Belle finally walked up to him and looked up at him. She was still curiuos about Nathan and wanted to get a good look at him.
Nathan looked down at her and got a good look at Sweetie Belle this time. He couldn’t help but smile as he thought how cute she looked. He kneeled down on his right knee, rested his right arm on his left leg, and spoke. “Sweetie Belle, you are, without a doubt, the cutest thing I ever did see.”
Sweetie Belle blushed a little. 
Nathan then put his left hand at the side of her head and rubbed lightly. Sweetie Belle closed her eyes in content.  The others smiled at the scene. Nathan suddenly scooped Sweetie Belle up in his arms as he stood up and held her out in front of him. “So, you ever been given a piggy back ride?” He asked.
Sweetie cocked an eyebrow at the question. “A what?”
Nathan didn’t answer. Instead, he placed her on his back with her hind legs and flank supported by his hands while her forelegs hung over his shoulders. “This is a piggy back ride.” He then gave a light jog around the room. Sweetie Belle squealed in delight and was giggling up a storm. Nathan then went into a kind of gallop, letting her bounce in his arms. Sweetie Belle continued to laugh more in enjoyment. 
“Well aint that something.” Applejack said as she watched the scene.
“Gosh, that looks like fun.” Pinkie stated. “Can I go next?” She asked.
After a while, Nathan stopped and set Sweetie Belle down. “So, how’d you like that?” He asked, breathing a little hard.
“That was fun, can I do it again sometime?” Sweetie Belle asked.
“Sure thing.” His stomach let out a growl. 
“Sound’s like somepony is hungry.” Pinkie pointed out. “Or should I say human?”
Nathan gave a sheepish laugh. “Heh heh, yeah, guess with everything that’s happened, I kinda forgot how hungry I was.” 
“Well what are we waiting for, let’s eat.” Pinkie stated as she quickly zipped to Rarity’s kitchen and began to cook up a storm.
Rarity went in to help. Twilight and Applejack went to get a few extra chairs Rarity had for the table and set them up.
“Anything I can do to help?” Nathan asked.
“It’s okay Nathan, we got this.” Twilight said.
“How about some music to work to?” He offered. “I could play you all a song while you work.
“That sounds mighty nice, sure thing sugar cube.” Applejack said.
Nathan went over to the table and sat down in a chair, then grabbed his guitar and gave it a few test strums. “Normally, the band I was with played country music, but I also like rock and roll type music. Another thing, that ring master that held me prisoner enchanted my guitar so whenever I play music, you can hear the full effect, meaning you’ll hear the other instruments that are played for the song. It was something he did for his own amusement and made me play for him alone. It would be nice to be able to play for others. This song is called, the last man standing. It’s from a music artist from my world named Bon Jovi.” Those that weren’t helping set up dinner gathered around to listen. Nathan began to play, his guitar started to glow yellow and the music started up.
(Bon Jovi, Last Man Standing)
Once he was done, he was met with a round of applause from every pony and dinner was ready. “That…was so….AWESOME!” Rainbow Dash expressed.
“Gosh, I’ve never heard music like that before.” Spike said.
“Not really my cup of tea, but it was enjoyable.” Rarity stated.
“I thought it sounded nice.” Sweetie Belle said.
“I’ll say , that really made me want to dance.” Pinkie expressed.
Nathan gave a smile. “I’m glad you all liked it, maybe later, I’ll play another song for you girls.” He offered.
“That would be nice, thank you Nathan.” Fluttershy said.
Nathan let his guitar lean against the table next to him as the others gathered around the table to eat. Pinkie and Rarity had made some veggie burgers for everypony with some hayfries. 
Nathan eyed the food at first. He decided to try the hayfries first. He picked one up and took a bite. “Hmm, not bad, tastes like French fries.” 
“French fries?” Twilight questioned. 
“They’re like these hayfries, but they’re made out of potatoes.” Nathan explained. He then picked up the burger and took a bite of that to try. “Mmmm.” He moaned out in pleasure. The burger may have been made from veggies, but it tasted almost as good as a regular burger. Plus, this was the first decent meal he’s had in a long time. He didn’t waste time and chowed down. The girls watched him go. Rarity and Twilight with a bit of disgust, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Spike and Sweetie with confusion, and Pinkie Pie with a straight face.
Nathan paused halfway through his burger when he noticed the looks he was getting. “Sorry.” He said with a mouthful. He then swallowed and continued. “It’s just this is the first decent meal I’ve had in a long time, it’s really good. Almost as good as a regular hamburger.”
This got everypony to look at him in confusion. “A…hamburger?” Spike questioned.
“What’s that?” Rainbow asked.
“A hamburger is a meat patty made from cow meat with whatever else you might want on it.” An awkward silence filled the room after that sentence. Nathan soon realized why. “Oh…uh…well….oh boy.” He was speechless.
“Nathan….what kind of diet do humans have?” Twilight asked.
Nathan set his burger down and rubbed the back of his head sheepishly. “Well….humans are….omnivorous…meaning….we can eat fruits and vegetables as well….as….meat. But, I would never dream of eating a pony. It’s not like we go around killing other animals like wild animals or anything.” He tried to amend.
“Nathan, cows in this world are smart like us.” Applejack said with an uneasy look. “They talk and think just like anypony.”
“Well then, that means cow will be off the menu.” Nathan stated. “I’m not about to go killing an animal that can talk.”
The group seemed to ease up a bit at his words. “Well, while it isn’t really that big an issue, it’s understandable.” Twilight said. “There are gryphons in Equestria and they eat meat.”
“And….some of my animal friends eat meat too.” Fluttershy said. “So….um…it doesn’t really….bother me that much either.” 
Nathan gave a sigh. “Oh good, I was afraid I might’ve gotten chased out or something.”
With that out of the way, the tension left and everypony continued to eat. 
After the meal, it was now time for every pony to head on home. Goodbyes said and Nathan was making his way through town to Fluttershy’s place with his guitar on his back. “Nathan?” Fluttershy said.
Nathan looked to Fluttershy. “Yes Fluttershy?” 
“Um…since you…eat meat….um…..I…I could show you a place where I usually get some for some of my animal friends.” She stated. “It’s a….fairly new shop run by a gryphon. Since Ponyville started getting some visits from gryphons, one opened a place to eat that serves meat. He caters to everypony’s need. He serves not just gryphons but ponies too.”
“Really? Thank you Fluttershy, that would be helpful.” Nathan said with a smile. 
Fluttershy gave a smile back.
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Upon arriving at Fluttershy’s cottage, the sun was starting to set over the horizon. Fluttershy lead Nathan into her home and was greeted by a little white bunny. “Oh, hello Angel, it’s good to see you again.” She greeted the little rabbit. “Angel, this is Nathan, he’s going to be staying with us.” The rabbit looked past Fluttershy and up to Nathan.
Nathan got down on one knee and tipped his hat with a smile. “Howdy.”
Angel just returned a mean look. “Now angel, be nice, he’s our guest now, so behave yourself okay?” Fluttershy said. Angel hopped away without a gesture. 
“Aint he cute?” Nathan said a bit sarcastically. 
Fluttershy didn’t pick up on it as she responded. “He is adorable, but he can be troublesome sometimes.” She turned to face Nathan. “Come on, I’ll show you to your room.”
Nathan stood back up and gave a bow. “After you mam.” He said in a country accent again.
Fluttershy let out a small giggle. She led Nathan up a flight of stairs to a small hallway with two doors on either side. “The room on the right is my room, so if you should need anything, feel free to let me know. The room on the left is yours.” Fluttershy opened the door to it and revealed a room with a bed on the left side of the room against the wall and a small dresser on the opposite. There was a door to a bathroom next to it. “I hope it’s okay for you.”
Nathan walked in and inspected the room. “Looks just fine to me, this will do.” He gave a smile to Fluttershy.
Fluttershy smiled back. “I’m glad. Will you be going to bed now or would you like me to show you around some more?”
Nathan eyed the bed, its warm comforting embrace calling out to him. Nathan began to feel tired. “I think I’ll call it a night, that bed looks so inviting. Besides, I’ve had a rough day, or a rough few months. I haven’t had a decent night’s sleep in ages.” Nathan removed his guitar from his back and leaned it up against the dresser.
“Okay then, I’ll just let you get settled. See you in the morning, goodnight.” Fluttershy started heading out of the room.
“Goodnight Fluttershy.” Nathan said back. He promptly sat on the bed and removed his clothing except his underwear. He lay himself down and covered up with the blanket. “Oh sweet comfort how I missed you.” He stated with a grin. The bed was a bit small but he was able to fit in it just barely, his feet nearly up against the end board. The bed felt so cozy to him he almost immediately fell asleep in bliss.
Morning came and Nathan reluctantly got out of bed. He enjoyed his sleep so much and found the bed so comfortable, he just didn’t want to get out, but the smell of breakfast caught his nose and drove him to get out and get dressed. “I’m gonna have to see if Rarity would be willing to make me other sets of clothes.” He stated to himself. He dawned his coat, grabbed his guitar, left his room and made his way downstairs and found his way to the kitchen. There, he found Fluttershy cooking up some pancakes.
She turned and noticed him with a smile. “Good morning Nathan, did you sleep well?”
Nathan took a seat at the kitchen table. “Best sleep I had in a long time, thanks. That bed was the most comfortable thing I slept in in a long time.”
“Glad to hear it.” Fluttershy turned back to her stove as she continued to cook. “So, um, I guess I should take you on a tour of the town if you want to.” She offered.
“That would be nice, but I don’t want to get in the way of whatever job you might have.”
Fluttershy removed a few flap jacks from the pan onto a plate. “Don’t worry, I got up early and already took care of my animal friends.”
“If you say so.” Nathan stated with a shrug. It was then Angel hopped onto the table to wait for breakfast. Nathan decided to see if he could get on the bunny’s good side. “Good morning Angel Bunny.”
Angel faced Nathan with a hard glare.
Nathan raised his hands in defense as if lasers would shoot out of the bunny’s eyes. “Whoa there buddy, it was just a greeting.” 
Angel turned his head away in a huff. 
“Sheesh, so much for cute and cuddly.” Nathan commented under his breath. Breakfast was soon served and Nathan enjoyed every bite as he moaned out in pleasure. “Oh so good.” He commented. “Fluttershy, I have to say this is the best thing I have ever eaten.” He said with a mouthful.
Fluttershy blushed at the compliment. “Oh, I’m sure they’re not that good.”
Nathan stopped his eating, rested his elbow on the table and pointed his fork at her. “Fluttershy, while this is the second decent meal I’ve had in six months, that doesn’t change the fact these are good pancakes. You are a good cook, learn to take a compliment when it’s given.”
“Well, okay, if you say so, thank you Nathan.” Fluttershy said as she turned her head slightly away, hiding half her face behind her pink mane.
“Damn she’s cute when she does that.” Nathan thought. He continued eating. “You’re welcome.” Once Breakfast was done, Fluttershy led Nathan back into town to give him a proper tour of the place. Shortly after they had entered the town, Nathan started getting a strange feeling. “Fluttershy, you ever get the feeling your being watched?”
Fluttershy looked at Nathan curiously. “Well, you kind of are being watched Nathan. You know, with everypony staring at you. I’m sorry about that by the way.”
“No not that, I mean like, someone is watching you secretly, like they’re hiding while looking at you.” Nathan stated as he looked around. He did notice a few of the ponies in town looking at him curiously but he felt there was a set of eyes watching him that were unaccounted for. 
“Um, well, I don’t think so.” Fluttershy stated. “Should I feel like that?”
“Probably just my imagination.” Nathan stated. He chanced a look behind him as they walked. Fluttershy looked up at him first, then followed his gaze only to see no pony behind them. Nathan and Fluttershy faced forward and were startled by the sudden appearance of a pony in front of them. “WHOA!” Nathan exclaimed as he took a step back.
“Yah!” Flutteshy yelped and dropped to the ground covering her face with her hooves.
“What the hell?” Standing in front of Nathan and Fluttershy was a pink, very fluffy four legged fluff ball of a pony with blue eyes staring at him. “Uh…hi?” Nathan said carefully.
The fluffy pony let out a smile and a small gasp.
Fluttershy finally chanced a look and saw the pony in front of them. She stood up and spoke. “Oh, hello there Fluffle Puff, you kind of scared us.”
Nathan looked to Fluttershy in confusion. “Fluffle Puff?”
Fluttershy commenced introductions. “Nathan, this is Fluffle Puff. Fluffle Puff, this is Nathan, he’s new in town.”
Nathan looked back at the fluffy pony named Fluffle Puff. “Hi there, nice to meet you.”
“Pfft.”
Nathan paused a moment. “Um…excuse me?”
“Pfft.”
Nathan’s confusion grew as the only response he could get from this fluffy four legged fur ball was a series of raspberries. “Fluttershy….um…why is this pony giving me raspberries?”
Fluttershy looked to Nathan to respond. “That’s…kind of how she talks.”
“That’s how she talks? But how does anyone understand her?”
“It takes a while but eventually you pick up on it.” Fluttershy stated.
“So, you understand her then?”
“Mmhmm, it took a while.”
Nathan looked back to Fluffle Puff. “Well, a pleasure to meet you Fluffle Puff.”
“Pfft.” 
Nathan looked to Fluttershy for a translation.
“She said hello.” Fluttershy said.
“Um, okay, so….would you…like to join us? Fluttershy is just giving me a tour of your town.” Nathan asked.
Fluffle Puff let out another small gasp with a smile and started jumping for joy at the idea. 
Nathan couldn’t help but smile. “I’ll take that as a yes.” He then looked to Fluttershy. “You don’t mind do you?”
Fluttershy shook her head. “I don’t mind.”
“All right then, lead the way.” Nathan waved his hand. The trio then began their walk through town as Fluttershy pointed out certain points of interest of the town.
The first place Fluttershy pointed out was a sweets shop called Bon Bon’s sweets. At the front of the store stood two ponies Fluttershy introduced as Bon Bon and Lyra Heartstrings. As Nathan walked by the shop and waved to them, the earth pony named Bon Bon had a surprised look while the unicorn identified as Lyra had a huge smile on her face and was dancing on her hooves sparatically with glee. She certainly seemed very excited to see Nathan for some reason.
The next place Fluttershy took Nathan by was Town hall, then she showed him Twilight’s place which was the Golden Oaks Library. Before the tour could continue though, a shout rang out. “NAAAATHAAAAAAN!”
“What the…..?!” Nathan tried to turn around to see what the shout was but got halfway through his turn when something ran right up to him and under his legs, getting him on the back of something running fast. “WHOA!” All he could do in his surprise was wrapped his arms around the neck of his kidnapper. 
“Hey Nathan, I’m glad I found you.” A familiar voice said.
Once Nathan got a good look, he realized he was on the back of a pink pony with a fluffy mane. “Pinkie Pie? What are you doing? What’s going on?!” He asked.
“It’s time for your welcome to Ponyville party silly!” Pinkie explained as she continued her gallop through town.
“Welcome to Ponyville Party?” Nathan asked.
“Yup, it’s about to start, and we can’t have a welcome to Ponyville party four you without you.” Pinkie soon came to a screeching halt in front of a building that looked like a two story gingerbread house with a cupcake on top. 
Nathan climbed off Pinkie’s back and looked up at the building. “Wow, nice place, what is it?” It was then Fluttershy and Fluffle Puff caught up. Fluttershy looked the most out of breath.
“Hey you two, glad you made it.” Pinkie greeted happily.
“Um, Pinkie, why did you suddenly run up and carry Nathan off like that?” Fluttershy asked.
“Oh my gosh! Didn’t I send you two invites to the welcome to Ponyville party?!” Pinkie asked with a surprised look.
“Um, no?” Fluttershy answered.
“Pfft.” Fluffle responded.
“Oops, sorry, guess I got super excited about it.” Pinkie said. “Well, you’re here now, come on in and let’s part!” Pinkie exclaimed. “Nathan, welcome to Sugar Cube Corner.” Pinkie led Nathan into the sweet looking building with Fluttershy and Fluffle behind.
“Wow, nice set up.” Nathan commented with a smile upon seeing the inside. Streamers, balloons, games, and tables with sweets were set up all over the place and full of ponies here to have fun and welcome Nathan to the town. “I’ll admit, some of the games seem a bit….juvenile, but it looks like she put in a lot of effort into this, I’ll just go ahead and enjoy myself.” Nathan thought to himself.
Pinkie suddenly hopped up on a table. “All right everypony, before we get started, I’d like to thank you all for coming to welcome the newest member of our town, the human named Nathan!” Pinkie cheered. Nathan gave a sheepish smile and wave. Some ponies gave smiles back, others looked on curiously at the bi-ped. Pinkie continued. “Nathan here was made a prisoner of that circus that came to town when he first got here six months ago and treated like an animal, it was so unfair. Luckily though, thanks to me and my friends….well….mainly Twilight Sparkle and princess Celestia, he’s a free pony now. So let’s all make him feel welcome and get THIS PARTY STARTED!” Pinkie cheered as she leapt into the air.
With that, a white unicorn mare near the back at a mixing table started the music and the party was under way. Nathan decided to try some of the sweets first and went over to one of the tables that held the delectable delecacies. He grabbed a slice of chocolate cake on a paper plate with a plastic fork and leaned against the table to eat it. As he did, the two ponies he saw earlier in front of the sweets shop approached him, Bon Bon with a casual smile and Lyra with an excited grin as she hopped next to Bon Bon. “Wow, this is so cool, a whole new species in Equestria.” Lyra stated.
“Easy Lyra, we don’t want to scare him.” Bon Bon stated.
Nathan gave a chuckle. “Heh heh, relax, I don’t scare easy. So, let me guess, Your Lyra Heartstrings, and you must be Bon Bon, the one that owns that sweets shop right?”
“That’s right, I’m guessing Fluttershy told you.” Bon Bon said.
“She did, it’s nice to meet you. Gotta say, I always did have a sweet tooth, you can be sure I’ll be coming by your shop for whatever sweets you may have.” Nathan said with a smile.
“Glad to hear it.” Lyra stated. “I have so many questions for you about what you are.”
“Can they wait, I’d kind of like a chance to relax a bit first with this party.”
Lyra gave a pout. “Fine.” She responded dejectedly.
“So, I hope this isn’t too personal, if it is, you don’t have to answer but….do you two live together?” Nathan asked.
“Yeah, we’re roommates, Lyra helps me out at my shop so I let her stay in the extra room I have.” Bon Bon explained followed by a smirk. “Part of her job is my taste tester, so I’m surprised she doesn’t have a big belly by now.”
“Bon Bon!” Lyra whined as she scrunched her nose in agitation. 
Both Bon Bon and Nathan laughed at her expense. Nathan then smiled as he got an idea. “Hey Lyra, tell you what, how about on the days I come by the sweet shop, I’ll let you ask me three questions you may have.”
“Only three? Why?” Lyra whined out.
“Because I don’t want to spend a whole day answering questions, besides, it will give you a chance to think of what questions you really want to ask me and prepare for my visits. Don’t worry, once I find myself a job around here, I’ll most likely be coming by every day for sweets, so you’ll have a chance each day to ask me something, does that sound good?”
Lyra’s frown was quickly replaced with a grin. “You bet it does, all right then, you’re on.” She extended her hoof for a shake.
Nathan took hold of Lyra’s hoof and shook. “Looks like we have a deal.” Bon Bon smirked with an eye roll at the exchange.
“Pfft.”
“AH!” All three exclaimed as Fluffle seemed to appear out of nowhere next to Nathan.
“Fluffle, you really need to stop sneaking up on ponies.” Bon Bon scolded.
“Pfft.”
Nathan looked at Fluffle first, then to the two ponies. “I don’t suppose either of you caught that did you?”
“She said sorry.” Lyra said.
“Pfft.” Fluffle let out again.
“And she was wondering about your guitar.” Bon Bon said.
Nathan gave another curious look to Fluffle. He then smiled and put his now empty plate on the table. “What, this?” Nathan brought his guitar to his front and presented it to fluffle. “Nice huh? What do you think?” 
At first, she quickly brought her head into her fur like a turtle hiding in its shell and only her eyes could be seen. She scooted a little closer, then raised a hoof and kind of pawed at the strings to strum it. Nathan rolled his eyes. “Careful now, this guitar is very special to me.”
“Why’s that partner.” Applejack asked as she approached with a smile.
Nathan looked to Applejack as he stood up. “Hey Applejack, I was showing Fluffle my guitar, she seems rather interested in it.”
Applejack gave a light chuckle. “I’m not surprised, ain’t too many ponies that can play the guitar around here. So what were you sayin about that guitar bein special?”
Nathan began to explain. “This guitar was a gift from my parents on my thirteenth birthday. I had shown interest in becoming a musician ever since I started liking country music. They got me this guitar and did whatever they could to help me reach my goal of playing for a band. They were very supportive of me. I’ve been doing everything I can to keep this guitar in top shape ever since then. This is like a symbol of my parents love for me. This guitar is the most important thing I have in my possession.” Nathan looked his guitar over with a small sad smile.
“Gosh, that’s really nice Nathan.” Lyra stated. 
“Yeah, sounds like your parents really cared about you.” Bon Bon added.
“Yeah, they did.” Nathan said quietly.
“You gonna be all right there sugar cube?” Applejack asked with concern.
Nathan looked up from his guitar to Applejack. “Yeah, I’ll be fine. It’s just sometimes I really miss my folks, but there’s not much I can do about that, I’m pretty much stuck here.” He placed his guitar back on his back. “So I might as well make the best of it. I don’t suppose you know of any places that might be hiring I could work at for a job do you Applejack?”
Applejack thought a moment before responding. “Hey, I know, why don’t you come work fer me and my family on our orchard, we could always use a little extra help.”
“An orchard huh? What kind of orchard?” Nathan asked.
“An apple orchard.” Applejack stated.
“Sure, I don’t mind a little hard labor. I may have lived the life of a country star, but I’m not afraid to roll up my sleeves and get a little dirty. You can count on me.” Nathan said with a smile.
“Welcome aboard partner.” Applejack spat in her hoof and extended it for a shake. Bon Bon and Lyra recoiled at the sight while Nathan just looked at it. “I’m not touching that hoof.”
“I thought you said you weren’t afraid to get a little dirty?” Applejack asked waringly.
“I’m not, but there are limits I have, and that is one of them.”
Applejack rolled her eyes. “Fine.” She lowered her spit covered hoof and extended her clean one.
Nathan accepted and the two shook. “Looking forward to working with you boss.”
Applejack smirked. “Don’t you go callin me boss Nathan, just Applejack is fine.”
Nathan responded with a smile. “Whatever you say boss.”
Applejack let out a giggle at Nathan’s joke.
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Chapter Four: A Job And Pony Show

It’s been a few days now since Nathan came to Ponyville. When Nathan had gone to Rarity to ask if she could make some more clothes for him, he was surprised to find out she had already done so. She had made him regular clothes, work clothes, and sleeping clothes. He was settling into his new life in Ponyville as he started his job on Applejack’s farm picking apples. When he started, Applejack tried to teach him how to buck the trees to knock the apples out, but Nathan lacked the leg strength to do so. Humans weren’t as strong as ponies in the kicking department, so he settled for picking them out of the tree. He was tall enough to reach the trees and pick some of the apples out, but had to climb the tree to get the apples higher up.
Nathan was wearing a simple red T-shirt with blue jeans and boots. Though today was supposed to be chilly, the work Nathan was doing kept him from feeling the chill. In fact, he was sweating from the work. His shirt was stained with a bit of sweat from his underarms after about half the day was gone. He was working on his last tree before he took his lunch break when he picked the last apple he’d be able to reach without climbing the tree. Nathan eyed it carefully. “This tree doesn’t look all that sturdy.” He thought out loud. “Maybe I could try kicking it like Applejack showed me and get the apples out instead of climbing it.”
Nathan placed his right leg behind him with his left leg being prominent. He rubbed his hands together as he rocked back and forth in preparation. “Here goes nothing.” Nathan lifted his right leg up and swung it forward to kick the apple tree. His foot made contact and stopped there as if it had gotten stuck on the tree. Nathan was frozen in his pose as great pain surged from his foot throughout his body. “Ow.” He weakly let out. Nathan slowly brought his foot back and gripped it. “Ow ow ow ow ow.” The only thing he succeeded in was causing himself pain. Suddenly, a pink fluff ball fell from the tree onto Nathan, pinning him to the ground. “OW!” Nathan cried out. “What the…”
“Pfft.”
“Oh, it’s you. Hello Fluffle Puff.” Nathan greeted in a monotone voice.
“Pfft.”
Nathan rested his chin on his right hand. “You mind telling me what you’re doing on my back?”
“Pfft.”
Nathan facepalmed. “You do know I can’t really understand you, right?”
Fluffle Puff got off Nathan’s back and looked at him as he stood up. She raised a hoof to her chin and looked to the side in thought.
Nathan dusted himself off and watched Fluffle Puff. “Look…I don’t know what you want but I need to…”
He was interrupted when Fluffle Puff let out a small gasp as an idea struck her. She then turned and galloped off.
“Okay then.” Nathan said. “That pony sure is weird.” He turned around to get back to work. “GAH!” As soon as he did, Fluffle Puff was back and looking right at him with her tongue sticking out. “Fluffle Puff? But…how did….when did you….ugh, never mind.” He slumped in defeat. Nathan never could figure out how Fluffle Puff did things that seemed impossible. Then again, he’d seen Pinkie Pie do some impossible things too which seemed to just give him headaches whenever he tried to figure the two out. “What is it?”
Applejack’s head popped out of the fluff on Fluffle’s back. “What in tarnation? Fluffle Puff, why’d you bring me out here?” Applejack asked.
Nathan’s left eye twitched as an inexplicable appearance by Applejack occurred before him.
“Pfft, pfft pfft, pfft.” Fluffle Puff let out a series of raspberries.
“That’s why ya dragged me out here?” 
“Pfft.”
Applejack sighed in defeat. “Fine.” She turned her attention to Nathan. “Hey there partner, how’s work comin along?”
Nathan looked more exhausted than he had a minute ago as he was slouching with his arms hanging. “Applejack, are there any psychiatrists in Ponyville?”
Applejack seemed confused by the question. “Psychiatrists? I don’t think so. Why do ya ask?”
“Because I think I may need one if I have to keep putting up with the randomness of Pinkie Pie and Fluffle Puff.”
Applejack let out a chuckle. “Heh heh heh, don’t worry sugar cube, you’ll get used to it eventually.”
“I don’t think I want to get used to it.” Nathan stood straight up. “Anyway, about your question. I was just about to get the last of the apples in this tree when Fluffle Puff showed up. Any idea what she wants? I’m guessing she brought you here to translate for her.”
Applejack gave a smile. “Yep. She wanted to know if’n you’d want ta join her fer lunch. Since ya’ll don’t understand her yet, she wants me ta come along to so’s ya’ll can talk.”
Nathan sighed out. “Sure, why not.”
Fluffle Puff gasped out in delight as she hopped up and down while clapping her front hooves together.
Nathan couldn’t help but think how cute that looked. Fluffle Puff may be weird at times, but she was adorable and seemed very friendly like the ponies of Ponyville.  “So where should we go?”
“Pfft.”
Applejack translated. “Sugarcube corner.”
“All right then, let’s go.” Nathan and the two ponies made their way to town and up to Sugarcube Corner to eat. 
Upon arrival, they were greeted by none other than Pinkie Pie herself. “Hey everypony, welcome to Sugarcube Corner! What can I do for you?”
“Seat for three please.” Nathan responded as he held three fingers up.
“Okie dokie lokie, follw me.” Pinkie took out three menus and led the group to a booth seat. Applejack and Fluffle Puff sat next to each other while Nathan sat across from them. “So what would you like to drink? Sassparilla, chocolate milk, regular milk, milkshake…” 
Pinkie kept listing the different drinks rapidly till Nathan interrupted her. “Pinkie Pie, please calm down, just give us a second.”
“Oh, sorry.” Pinkie said with a smile. “Just take your time.”
“Thank you.” Nathan thought over what he would like while Applejack and Fluffle gave their orders. Applejack asked for applejuice while Fluffle asked for chocolate milk. “I think I’ll give your bubble cola a try.”
“You got it, apple juice, chocolate milk, and a bubble cola coming right up.” In a pink blur, Pinkie took off for the kitchen and was back almost instantly with the drinks. “here you go. Just let me know when you’re ready to order and I’ll be right with you.” She then took off again for the kitchen. 
Nathan gave a sigh. “I’m never going to know how she does that am I?” He looked the menu over to find something he could eat. Some of the selections were based too much around either grass or hay that he couldn’t eat them. Some of the items were baked goods or regular meals. Before choosing, he looked up past his menu to his two friends. “So Fluffle Puff, any particular reason why you wanted me to join you for lunch?”
Fluffle Puff was nibbling on her menu with the same blank expression she usually had. She spat the menu out of her mouth onto the table. “Pfft pfft pffffffft pft pfft.”
Nathan looked to Applejack. “She said that since yer a new kind a species, she was just interested in learnin a bit more about ya. Truth be told, I wouldn’t mind hearin a bit myself. Hope that’s all right.”
Nathan shook his head. “It’s fine, I suppose I should get used to this since I pretty much promised Lyra I’d answer any questions she may have for me when I go to Bon Bon’s sweet shop. Ask away then.”
“Pfft, pfft pfft pffffft pft pft pfft?”
Applejack translated. “She wants ta know if’n ya’ll have ponies where ya’ll came from and what they’re like.”
“Yes we have ponies, and they are nothing like you ponies. They aren’t sentient. They can’t talk or do magic and certainly aren’t as colorful as you all are. They’re treated as either beasts of burden or pets.”
“Really? They can’t talk at all?” Applejack asked.
Nathan shook his head. “Nope, all they do is whinney and neigh.”
“Pfft pfft pft pfffft pft pft pffft?”
Applejack translated again. “She asked what yer towns are like.”
Nathan went into a bit of detail about the cities and towns of human civilization as Pinkie came by. They gave their order and Pinkie rushed off to retrieve their food. Nathan went ahead and ordered a simple salad while Applejack ordered a hay burger and Fluffle asked for a daffodil and daisy sandwich.
Nathan finished telling about how humans live while leaving out some of the more detailed explanations. “Gosh, ya’ll sound like ya’ll are more advanced than we are.” Applejack said.
“True, but advancement isn’t always better. There is a dark side to it but I’ll leave that out.”
“How come?”
“I wouldn’t want to scare you. Trust me, it’s better you not know some of the horrors humanity is capable of.” Nathan took a bite of his salad.
“All right, if’n yer sure.”
Nathan turned his attention to Fluffle Puff. “So, any more questions Fluffle?”
Fluffle Puff was nibbling on her sandwich without holding on to it.
Nathan raised an eyebrow. “Guess that’s a no then?”
“Yep, she gets a bit quiet when food comes around.”
Nathan smiled with a small laugh. “Heh, I can relate. I remember when my family would get together at a resturaunt, we would chat away and talk about stuff until the food came around. Then everyone would pretty much get quiet.” Nathan’s mood shifted after his sentence. His face fell a bit as he looked down.
Applejack picked up on this. “You okay there sugar cube?” She asked in concern.
“Yeah, I’m okay. I just sometimes really miss them.” He rested his hands on the table.
Applejack offered a comforting smile as she reached a hoof over to Nathan’s hand. “Hey now, don’t worry, I can’t imagine what ya must be going through, but I’m here for you if ya need me.”
Nathan looked up to Applejack with a smile. “Thanks Applejack, I should be over this by now though. I’ve already been in this world for six months. I’ve had plenty of time to come to terms with the possibility I’d never see them again.”
“I don’t think that’s somethin anypony can get over.” Applejack offered.
Nathan sighed out. “I guess you’re right. Best thing I can do is try to move on. I’m pretty much starting a new life here. Might as well try and make the best of it, right?”
“That’s the spirit.”
“Pfft.”
Nathan looked to Fluffle Puff, then to Applejack for a translation. “She said she’s here fer ya too if’n ya need ta talk.”
Nathan gave a smile to Fluffle. “Thanks Fluffle Puff. The only problem with that though is needing someone to translate whenever we’re talking.”
From there for the rest of their time together, they just chatted and ate until they finished. When they were done, Fluffle Puff paid for the meals since she was the one that invited them to lunch. Fluffle Puff may be strange, but she has a good heart. Nathan followed Applejack back to the farm after the two said their good byes to Fluffle. 
They went back to work for the rest of the day with Nathan picking the apples out of the trees and placing them in the surrounding baskets. At the end of the work day, Nathan received a few bits from Applejack for his work and went on his way. As he walked through town to Bon Bon’s sweet shop for his first time, a thought occurred to him. He altered course and headed for Twilight’s place instead. It was still early in the afternoon but he hoped she wouldn’t be too busy.
Nathan approached the library and entered. He spotted Twilight at a desk reading a book. Spike was busy putting a few books away on a ladder. He wobbled a bit as he tried to set a particularly large book on the shelf and lost his balance. He dropped the books and fell of the ladder. “Whoa!”
“Spike!” Twilight called out. She heard Spike and looked up to see Spike falling. 
Nathan acted quickly and ran over to catch Spike just in time. “Whew, thanks Nathan.”
Nathan set Spike down on the floor. “No problem Spike, you okay?”
“Spike, are you all right, what happened?” Twilight rushed over to the little drake to check up on him.
“I’m okay thanks to Nathan.” Spike responded as he looked up at Nathan.
Twilight turned her attention to Nathan with a smile. “Thank you for helping Spike.”
Nathan waved her off. “Don’t mention it.”
“So what brings you by?” 
Spike went back to work as Nathan explained. “I had a thought recently.” Nathan started. “You see, Lyra wants to ask me questions about myself and my species. And earlier today, Fluffle Puff asked me and Applejack to join her for lunch so she could as me a couple questions as well. This gave me an idea that I was hoping you could help me with if it won’t be too much trouble.”
Twilight grew intrigued by this. “What is it Nathan? I’d be more than happy to help.”
“I was wondering if you might be willing to make a book about humans. That way, any pony that has questions about me or my species can look it up if their curious.”
Twilight’s smile grew brighter. “That’s a great idea Nathan, I would love too! Why didn’t I think of this before? Wow, a book about a new species and I get to make it. This is so exciting! I can’t wait to get started.” 
“Oh boy, here we go.” Spike said with a roll of his eyes.
“Whoa whoa, easy there Twilight, calm down. Don’t get too worked up.” Nathan said as he motioned with his hands.
Twilight paused and gave a sheepish smile. “Sorry, guess I got a little excited. But this is a good idea Nathan. I would love to help you out.”
“Great, I’ve got tomorrow off so if your free, we can start then.” Nathan offered.
“Sure, no problem. Just come by anytime and we can get started.”
Nathan thought a moment. "I know I said I didn't want to spend a whole day answering questions, but I might as well get it out of the way." He thought to himself. “Twilight, you wouldn’t mind if I invited someone would you?” He figured Lyra might want to be here for this too to sate her curiosity.
“Not at all, who did you have in mind?” Twilight asked.
“Lyra, I told her each day I came by the sweet shop she and Bon Bon run, I’d answer a few questions she might have about me, so I figured she might want to be here for this.”
“Not a problem. Is that all?”
“Yeah, that’s it then, guess I’ll see you two tomorrow.”
“All right then, later Nathan.”
“Bye Spike, be careful on those ladders.” Nathan said as he waved his hand at Spike.
Spike waved back. “Bye Nathan, see ya tomorrow.”
Nathan left the library and continued on to his original destination, Bon Bon’s sweet shop. He arrived at the shop and entered as a small bell rang to announce a customer. Bon Bon was at the counter while Lyra was sitting on a stool off to the side playing a small lyre. “Hey there Nathan, glad you finally came by.” Bon Bon greeted.
“Nathan!” Lyra cheered as she got up from her seat. She set her lyre down and trotted over to Nathan. “Hey there Nathan.”
Nathan greeted back with a smile. “Hey there Bon Bon, Lyra, I finally got some bits so I figured I’d go ahead and spend my first bit of money here. What kind of sweets you got?”
Bon Bon gestured to the shelves behind her. “We got all kinds of sweets. We got chocolate bars, malted milk balls, caramel and nugget squares, cocoanut and chocolate bars. You name it, I got it.”
Nathan’s mouth was drooling as he looked over the many sweets. “Oh sweet merciful heaven how I’ve missed you chocolate.”
Bon Bon and Lyra gave curious looks to Nathan. It was Lyra that asked the question they were both wondering. “Are you okay?”
Nathan shook his head to come back to his senses. “Yeah, sorry about that. It’s just been so long since I last had anything sweet like chocolate or anything like this stuff.”
Bon Bon gave a smile. “Well, perhaps I can offer something you’ll like that might help you decide what you want. How about a sampler box? It has a little bit of almost everything.”
“SOLD!” Nathan cried out immediately. “Uh, I mean…sounds good, thanks.”
Bon Bon smirked as she pulled out a red and yellow stripped box and started filling it with various sweets from her shop. “That’ll be ten bits please.”
Nathan reached into his pocket and pulled out a pouch full of bits from his pay for his work. He took out the necessary amount and placed it on the counter. “Here you go, and thank you Bon Bon.”
“You’re welcome.” Bon Bon responded with a smile.
Nathan then turned to Lyra. “Now then, I believe you wanted to ask me a few questions about me right?”
“Sure did.” Lyra said with a grin.
Nathan held up a hand. “Hold on, before you get started, there’s something I want to inform you of. Since I’m the only human in existence in this world, I’m expecting to get a lot of questions asked of me. So I arranged to have a meeting with Twilight tomorrow where I’ll be telling her everything I can about the world I come from, so I figured you might like to come by and listen in. Figured I might as well get that out of the way so, would you like to join me and Twilight tomorrow for this little session?”
Lyra’s face threatened to split in half from the giant smile she was giving. “Are you kidding? OF COURSE I WOULD!” She leapt forward and gripped Nathan in a hug. “Thank you, thank you, thank you!”
Nathan gave a strained smile. “Your….welcome.”
Lyra released her grip and started jumping around Nathan in excitement. Bon Bon just rolled her eyes at the display. “You may have just made her the happiest unicorn in Equestria.”
Nathan let out a chuckle. “Heh, no kidding.”
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Question’s, Questions, Questions

A new day dawned as Nathan woke up to the sound of a few birds chirping just outside his window. He sat up, stretched out his arms with a big yawn, and scratched his back. “Mmmmhmmm, what a way to wake up.” He looked out the window to see the birds chirping. “Hmm, I’m betting some of Fluttershy’s animal friends.” He gave one more smaller yawn and hung his legs over the side of the bed. He attempted to rub the sleep from his eyes and slowly stood up. After a comfortably warm shower, he got himself dressed wearing blue jeans and a white short sleeved shirt Rarity made for him that had her cutie mark splayed out for all to see. He gave a heavy sigh at this. “Can’t blame the girl for wanting to advertise her talents.”
Nathan put on his boots and hat, and made his way downstairs where his nose was met with the smell of breakfast. Fluttershy was at the stove cooking up a meal for the two of them and Angel Bunny. “Oh, good morning Nathan, did you sleep well?” Fluttershy asked.
Nathan took a seat at the table as he waited for his breakfast. “Like a rock. A couple of your bird friends woke me up with their singing just outside my window.”
Fluttershy started to worry. “Oh dear, I’m sorry, I’ll be sure to let them know not to do that and stay away from your window then.”
Nathan chuckled as he spoke. “Heh heh, it’s fine Fluttershy, in fact, it was a nice way to wake up, much better than having some alarm clock blaring in your ear at ungodly hours in the morning.”
“Really, oh good.” Fluttershy sighed in relief before going back to making breakfast. “I hope you like omlettes, I’m making cheese omletts for breakfast.”
“That’s fine. I like a good omlette. Though my favorite is when you have bacon in it.” He paused a moment and realized what he said. “Scratch that.”
Fluttershy looked at him curiously. “Bacon?”
Nathan spoke carefully. “It’s a form of meat.”
“Oh, right, you eat meat. Well, that’s okay. In fact, if you want, I could get some for you to have with breakfast.”
Nathan waved a dismissive hand. “It’s fine Fluttershy, I don’t want to make you uncomfortable with that subject.”
“It’s fine, really, some of my animal friends eat meat so it’s not that bad.” Fluttershy insisted. 
Nathan gave a defeated sigh. He could tell she wasn’t going to budge. “All right Fluttershy, if you’re sure it’s okay, I appreciate it.” He then brought up something else. “By the way, thanks for showing me that resturaunt that caters to all species. They got great burgers and things.”
“You’re welcome.” Fluttershy flipped an omlette and added more cheese before closing it up. After a while, she finished cooking and served breakfast and a bowl of veggies for Angel Bunny.
Nathan decided to see if he could have a little fun with Fluttershy. He gave a smirk as he spoke. “So Fluttershy, any stallions ask you out on a date yet?”
Fluttershy froze a moment and blushed. “Oh my, um…well….there is one pony who asked me out on a date for this Saturday.”
“Really, and who would that be if I may ask?” Nathan leaned forward with a devilish grin.
Fluttershy’s blush intensified. “Well…..um…he….it…it’s….Big Macintosh.”
Nathan leaned back in his seat and gave a smile. “Really? Hah, that’s great news Fluttershy. From what I’ve gathered from the big lug, he’s a pretty nice guy. I think he’s very lucky to land you as a girlfriend.” Nathan said with a genuine smile. “Or….was it marefriend?”
Fluttershy smiled back still wearing a blush. “Thank you Nathan, that’s….very nice of you to say. And yes, it is marefriend.”
Nathan soon finished his meal and got up to take care of the plates. “Well, I’ll handle the dishes this morning. Then I’m heading out to Twilight’s.”
“Okay then, thank you again Nathan. I’ll just go and start taking care of my animal friends.” Fluttershy got up and let Angel on her back. “Do you know when you’ll be back?”
“Hard to say, depends on how many question’s or how thorough Twilight will want to be.”
“I see, I’ll see you later Nathan, bye.” Fluttershy trotted out her back door to leave Nathan to work. 
It didn’t take Nathan long to clean up the dishes. When he finished, he went to get his guitar. “Not about to leave this behind.” He placed it on his back and headed right for Twilight’s place.
Nathan had just entered town and was making his way through when all of a sudden, he was lifted off the ground by a yellow aura and was now sitting on something traveling rather fast. “WHOA!” He yelped when his feet suddenly left the ground. “What the heck….Lyra?” Nathan realized he was now on Lyra’s back.
“Hey Nathan, nice morning isn’t it?” Lyra asked casually as she trotted along. 
“Wh-what are you doing?” Nathan asked as he held one hand on his hat and the other on the side of Lyra’s neck.
“Getting us to Twilight’s faster of course, the sooner we get there, the sooner we can get started.”
Nathan gave a smile as he shook his head. “All right then, HYA!” He cheered out. This spurred Lyra to pick up the pace and went into a full gallop. 
“Pfft.”
Nathan looked to the side and saw Fluffle Puff galloping beside Lyra. “Oh, hey Fluffle Puff, I take it you’ll be joining us?”
“Pfft.”
“I’ll take that as a yes.” Nathan gave a chuckle. At Lyra’s pace, they reached the library in no time at all. After Lyra came to a halt, Nathan climbed off her back and went up to the door and gave a knock.
The door opened to reveal a small purple and green dragon. “Hey Nathan, hi Lyra, Fluffle.”
“Hey Spike.” Nathan greeted back. 
“Good morning Spike.” Lyra greeted with a smile.
Fluffle Puff just smiled in greeting.
“So, is Twilight ready for our little Q and A session?” Nathan asked.
“Come on in and see for yourself.” Spike stepped aside to let the three in. 
Nathan walked in leading Lyra and Fluffle puff into the house. “Whoa!” Nathan expressed upon seeing many neat stacks of blank parchment next to a podium that Twilight was sitting behind. “Uh, that’s a lot of paper there Twilight.”
“Wow, looks like she’s ready to ask a bunch of questions that’s sure to sate my curiosity.” Lyra said.
Twilight greeted the three with a smile. “Hello Nathan, Lyra, Fluffle Puff.” 
“Pfft.” 
“Wait, Fluffle Puff? I didn’t know you would be joining us?” Twilight stated upon noticing the pink four legged puff ball.
“She kinda joined us on the way over here.” Nathan pointed out. “You don’t mind do you?”
“No, I was just surprised is all.” Twilight said. She turned her gaze to Fluffle Puff. “You’re more than welcome to join us Fluffle Puff.”
Fluffle Puff gave a small gasp with a smile, then ran up to Twilight and gave her a hug, an uncomfortably long hug. 
“Uh, Fluffle, you can let me go now.” Twilight said after almost a minute of being hugged.
Fluffle Puff released her hug and galloped over to Nathan’s side again.
Twilight rolled her eyes. “Anyway, you three can have a seat on the couch there.” She pointed to a light blue couch with light brown trimmings. 
“Thanks Twilight.” Nathan took a seat in the middle so Lyra and Fluffle could sit on either side of him. “So, what would you like to know about humans first?”
“Let’s start with the beginning. Where did humans come from, as in, what did you evolve from?”
“Ah, the beginning, of course. Well, perhaps you’d care to know about what the world was like before humans came around.” Nathan said.
“What do you mean?” Lyra asked.
“Humans weren’t the first living creatures on the planet. Over a billion years ago, there were massive creatures that roamed the land and ruled over it. Some were massive, and some were small. They were known as….dinosaurs.” Nathan said with a bit of flare.
“Dinosaurs?” Twilight questioned. 
“Pfft?” Fluffle Puff also questioned. 
“Yes, dinosaurs, reptilian like creatures that dominated the world when earth was young. The biggest dinosaur of all was known as a brachiosaurus. But just because it was big, didn’t mean it was a meat eater, it was an herbivore, the largest and longest of dinosaurs that roamed the land.” Nathan was enjoying this as dinosaurs were one of his favorite subjects. Twilight was writing down every word Nathan said. 
“Wow, this is very fascinating.” Twilight said. “What else?”
“The fiercest of the dinosaurs wasn’t the biggest, but he was still big. He was known as the tyrannosaurus rex, which meant lizard king. This thing was huge, almost as tall as the other dinosaur I mentioned, but he was the fiercest.”
“What did these dinosaurs look like?” Lyra asked.
Nathan went into the best description he could regarding the two dinosaurs he mentioned and went on to tell the ponies more about the dinosaurs he had learned about in school. It really surprised Twilight to learn that some of the dinosaurs Nathan brought up might very well have been bigger than a dragon. 
Eventually, he came to the part where scientists weren’t one hundred percent sure how the dinosaurs died off. “And so with them gone, the earth was now set for a new form of life to begin on the planet. It all started with a single fish making its way to land and taking its first breath of air. New life began to form and grow. Over the centuries, evolution took its course until finally, man was born. We had evolved from apes.” 
“Pfft?” Fluffle Puff questioned. 
“Yeah, you evolved from apes?” Lyra added.
“Yep, apes, hairy, smelly, apes.” Nathan said. “Neanderthals is one way of putting it, but the scientific term for humans would be homo-sapiens.”
By this time, Twilight had gone through nearly fifty pages already just with the information about dinosaurs Nathan provided. “This is so fascinating.” She expressed.
Nathan continued. “Ancient man lived in dark caves or out in the open living like wild animals. Eventually, they started learning how to make tools and utilize them in creative ways like foraging for food and hunting, but also as weapons.” Nathan went on about human history and how he learned it evolved and changed. He also informed the ponies and dragon about the many wars humans had over the centuries. How some were wars started by others for selfish reasons and how others were fought for the sake of freedom and to help other countries in need, all leading up to the present day. “And that is the history of man.” Nathan sighed out. “Whew, wonder if this is what it feels like to be a teacher?” 
“This is all so amazing and interesting. It’s interesting to know humans are capable of good and evil. So there isn’t any magic at all in your world then is there?” Twilight asked.
“Not one bit. Though there are theories and ideas about magic.” Nathan said. “Which would bring us to the next part of humans….technology. However, would it be all right if we took a break? I kinda need one.”
“Sure, we can take a break.” Twilight said with a smile.
Lyra was just staring at Nathan with wide eyes and a big smile.
Nathan noticed the stare. He smirked with a roll of his eyes. “All right little miss curious, break time.”
Lyra’s face fell. “Awe, okay.”
“Pfft.”
Nathan turned to Fluffle Puff. “Beg pardon?”
“Pfft.”
Spike provided a translation. “She said she was curious about the music humans have.”
“Oh, well, there are many different kinds of music humans have. I’ll cover that in detail after the break. However….” He trailed off as he brought his guitar up to him. “I could play you a song as a sample. I was a big famous country music star back home.” He said to Fluffle and Lyra.
“Ooh, that would be nice.” Twilight said. 
Nathan got his guitar ready to play. “All right then, this song is called paint me a burmingham.” Nathan started strumming his guitar and sang.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pjr0cyhOucs
When he finished, the ponies and dragon were silent a moment before one of them broke the silence.
“Pfft.”
“I agree, that was pretty.” Lyra stated.
Twilight turned to Spike. “Spike, would you mind making us some sandwhiches?”
“Sure, I’m on it.” Spike started heading for the kitchen.
Nathan called him to stop him. “Spike, hold on.”
Spike stopped and looked back at Nathan. “What’s up?”
“Just remember not to put any grass or flowers or hay in mine. Maybe just some lettuce, tomatoes, and onions if that’s do-able.” Nathan said.
“Sure, no problem.” Spike continued on into the kitchen.
After lunch, Nathan went on talking about the different kinds of technology humans had. What they had for communication, travel, exploration in the seas and space, modern conveniences, everything he knew that existed on Earth. By the end, Twilight had more than enough information to write a full book on humans. Here and there, the ponies did stop him to ask a couple questions like how they worked and what some things were for. He did his best to answer the questions but he wasn’t able to explain fully how some of the devices he talked about worked. He was a musician, not a scientist. 
He also got around to talking about the different animals on earth that he knew of. It felt odd to him telling the ponies in front of him about the horses and ponies in his world, but they didn’t seem all that bothered by it at all. When he finally finished, it was about four in the afternoon. “And that’s about all I can tell you about earth.” Nathan finished. 
Twilight finished up her writing. “Thank you very much Nathan, this was so informative. Humans sure are fascinating.”
“I’ll say.” Lyra stated. “Despite your species having magic, you’ve been able to create such amazing sounding things to make up for it.”
“What we lack in some areas, we make up for in ingenuity.” Nathan said with a smile. The sun was starting to set as the evening drew closer. Nathan looked out the window to see the sun slowly setting over the horizon. “Wow, time sure flies when you’re giving a lecture. I should probably head back to Fluttershy’s then.”
“All right then, thanks for coming by and sharing all this information with us.” Twilight stated.
“No problem. You all have a good night now.” Nathan waved as he left Twilight’s home and headed for Fluttershy’s. “One of these days, I’m getting a place of my own. I don’t want to keep mooching off Fluttershy like I am now. She’s too kind to say otherwise.” He said to himself.
He soon arrived and could smell the scent of dinner being prepared. “Mmm, something smells good…wait…is that fish I smell?” He asked. He entered the kitchen to see Fluttershy over the stove cooking up a fish dinner. “Fluttershy?”
Fluttershy turned from the stove with a smile. “Hello Nathan, you’re just in time. I hope you don’t mind, but I’m making you a fish dinner I thought you might like.”
Nathan gave a smile. “Fluttershy, you are too kind. I really appreciate it.”
“You’re welcome.” Fluttershy responded before going back to cooking.
The rest of the days went on with nothing in particular going on. Nathan continued working at Applejack’s farm and started saving up his bits to buy a house of his own so he could move out of Fluttershy’s and not have to worry about her fussing over him. While he thought it was nice of her to make meat based meals for him from time to time, he mostly went to that resturaunt with the griffin she showed him for his meat meals. The place was run by a griffin with black fur and grey feathers from his neck up. He also had a black mustache and spoke with a French accent. His name was Gustav Le Grand.
Nathan was at the place during one of his lunch breaks and was looking over the menu. The place looked real nice. Kind of fancy but not like a real pricy resturaunt where the food was crazy expensive. “Ah, zere is my favorite customer. Welcome back my friend.” Gustav greeted with a smile as he approached Nathan’s table.
Nathan looked up from his menu and greeted the griffin. “Hey there Gustav, always a pleasure.”
“Have you ad a chance to see what you would like today? I recommend ze salbury steak, fresh and delicious. Wrapped in a strip of bacon and served with our special steak sauce.”
Nathan was a little hesitant to order certain meat based food when he learned that the cows in Equestria are sentient. However, he learned the meat served here comes from animals that weren’t sentient and came from the griffin kingdom. “That does sound good, but something more for dinner. I was thinking I’m in the mood for a nice hamburger with everything on it.”
“Ah, of course, one hamburger coming right up, would you like onion rings on ze side?” 
“I would thank you.” Nathan handed his menu over to Gustav.
“Very well, one amburger with a side of onion rings for my best customer.” Gustav took the menu and made his way to the kitchen.
Nathan now had a moment to himself and looked around the place. For some reason, he noticed there were quite a few couples in the place. Mares and stallions together, giving each other googly eyes and smile. He also noticed griffin couples with each other acting all lovey dovey. The more he noticed, the more his mood seemed to drop. “*Sigh* Great. Now I’m actually wanting someone special in my life. But what am I supposed to do about that? I’m the only human in existence in this world.” He slumped in his seat and practically slammed his face on the table. In a muffled voice, he asked himself, “What am I going to do?” He lifted his head back up. “Could I really date a pony? Mabye a griffin?” He thought about that a moment and the fact they have claws, making them predator like animals. “Then again, Griffins might not be safe.”
He paused a moment. “I can’t believe I’m even considering this. I mean…sure ponies are just like humans. They have personality and emotions and thoughts and can talk, but they’re a different species.”  Nathan sat up completely as he continued talking to himself. “It doesn’t really seem like I have much of a choice if I want to find that special someone. Could I…could I really date a pony? And if so….who?” Nathan was left with many questions that day. They would only grow more as time went on. But in the end, he may find the answers. That would just leave one question. Who would be the mare?

	
		Chapter Six: Who Will Be The Lucky Mare?



Who will be the Lucky Mare?

It was another typical day for Nathan working in the apple orchard. He first had to help Big Mac with taking care of the animals and make sure they were fed. Then he helped Applejack with a few repairs to a wagon they had that went along a bit faster than it normally would have thanks to Nathan’s hands. The work helped him keep his mind off his troubles. He was still struggling with the idea of dating a pony or not. 
Nathan climbed up into one of the apple trees to get some of the higher up ones and reached for an apple nestled among the branches surrounded by leaves. He got a good grip and yanked it free. As soon as it was pulled away, a pink muzzle appeared right behind it followed by a tongue sticking out. “Pfft.”
“WAH!” Nathan was started by this and flailed his arms about before falling out of the tree. His fall was cushioned by a pink ball of fur under him. “What the heck?!” He looked under him to see Fluffle Puff standing there seemingly staring off into space. Nathan gave a sigh and climbed off her back then looked to her as she turned to face him. “Fluffle Puff, could you please not startle me like that.” He said with a soft yet stern expression.
“Pfft.”
“I’m gonna assume that was an apology. Now whatever it is you want, you know it’s hard for us to communicate when I can’t understand you.” Nathan said.
“Pfft.”
Nathan pinched the bridge of his nose with the thumb and pointer of his left hand while he rested his right on his side. “Fluffle, I don’t know what you’re saying.”
Twilight’s head suddenly popped out of Fluffle’s fur from her back. “Fluffle Puff, what are you doing? Why did you suddenly take me from my home and bring me here?” She asked sounding irritated.
Nathan stared a moment in shock. “You know, I should really just learn to roll with whatever she does.” He said to himself.
Twilight removed herself from Fluffle’s fur and noticed Nathan. “Oh, hello Nathan. I guess you’re the reason Fluffle brought me here. She must want to tell you something.”
“Well I’m kind of busy and I imagine you were probably busy with something too.” Nathan pointed out.
“Yes actually, I was.” Twilight said.
“Pfft.”
Twilight gave a sigh. “Fine, I accept your apology Fluffle. And since I’m here, we might as well see what she wants.”
Nathan gave a sigh of his own. “Fine, what is it Fluffle?”
Fluffle Puff gave a gasp with a smile. “Pfft, pfft pffft pft pfft pfft. Pfffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffft…….pft.”
“What? Really?” Twilight questioned. “Well, I don’t know what help I could be, but it’s really up to him if he wants to talk about it.”
“So what did she say?” Nathan said.
“Apparently she has this idea you might be troubled regarding the whole dating thing and thinks I could help you.” Twilight informed.
“Dating? What? Heh , that’s…that’s ridiculous. I’m fine as things are right now.” Nathan said a little nervously. “I’m not dating anyone.”
“Pfft.”
“She says that’s the problem.” Twilight translated. “Nathan, if you don’t want to talk about it, just say so.” She gave a comforting smile.
Nathan hesitated a moment. “Look, even if that were the problem, how did she find out about it?”
Twilight looked to Fluffle who began explaining. “Pfft, pfft pfft pfft….pfft pfft pft.”
“She says she has a sixth sense about these things…..and she overheard you talking to yourself while you were working in the orchard about it.” Twilight said.
Nathan stared for a moment before facepalming himself with a slap. “Oy, I can’t just think to myself alone can I?” He looked back to Fluffle Puff. “So why exactly were you spying on me?”
“Pfft pft pfffft.”
Twilight smiled with a coo. “Aw, she was worried about you.”
“What?” Nathan asked flatly. “Worried about me? Why?”
Fluffle Puff gave a smile with her tongue sticking out between her lips, her eyes looking off to the side and her hooves to her blushing cheeks with a squee.
Twilight giggled at the expression. “It seems she has a little crush on you Nathan.”
“A crush on me? Oh boy.” Nathan said. “Well, at least you know ponies can be attracted to you, but Fluffle Puff? Sorry girl, but I’m gonna have to let you down.” Nathan thought to himself. He got down on one knee and placed a hand on Fluffle Puff’s shoulder. “Look Fluffle, I’m flattered and all, but I don’t think it could work out. For one, I can’t understand you when you talk. You always have to get some pony to translate for you. Second, while I do think your adorable and all…” Fluffle blushed more at the compliment. “…You’re just too…..random. How you tend to pop out of nowhere, how you do all that…weird stuff. I don’t mean to offend you or anything, and I know your heart’s in the right place, but it just wouldn’t work. You understand right?”
Fluffle Puff frowned and looked to the side with a pouting lip that quivered.
Twilight gave a sad smile of her own.
Nathan gave a sigh. “Look Puff, you’re a real nice pony and all, and I’m sure you’ll make some stallion happy. Just…not me. No hard feelings?” He gave a hopeful reassuring smile.
Fluffle Puff managed a small smile of her own and gave Nathan a soft hug. 
Nathan hugged back. “Glad we had this talk. Now if you don’t mind, I’ve got work to do.”
Fluffle Puff broke the hug and trotted off with a smile.
“You handled that well.” Twilight said. “So…are you really worried about finding that special somepony?” 
“I’m still struggling with the idea of dating a pony. No offense Twilight, but the whole different species thing is still a small issue for me. I’m sure I’ll get over it at some point though.” Nathan informed.
“All right, well if you ever want to talk, you can always come by the library.” Twilight informed. “I’d better get back, I’ll see you later, okay?”
“Sure, see ya later Twilight.” Nathan waved Twilight goodbye as she trotted off.
Later in the day, after the work had been done, Nathan met up with Applejack to rest a bit in the barn. “Hoo wee, what a day.” Applejack said as she fanned herself with her hat.
“Tell me about it, I think it’s safe to say we got a lot done huh?” Nathan asked.
“You said it partner, I just gotta say I really appreciate all the help ya give us here on the farm.” Applejack put her hat back on and laid down on her belly. “Man, my back is achin, think I musta pulled something while buckin.”
Nathan looked to Applejack and scanned her back. “Maybe…I could help with that. I’m not much of a massager, but I wouldn’t mind trying if you think it would help.”
Applejack looked to Nathan with a grateful smile. “That’s real nice o’ ya ta offer Nathan, thank ya.” She placed her head down and rested them on her forehooves. 
Nathan smiled in return. “My pleasure.” He started by popping his knuckles one by one, then locked his fingers together and did them all at once. Nathan carefully placed both hands on Applejack’s shoulders and started rubbing up and down firmly yet carefully. “How does that feel?”
Applejack hummed in pleasure as she closed her eyes. “Mmm, that feels real nice Nathan. Think ya could go a bit lower?” She asked.
Nathan did as she asked and moved down to the center of her back. “Better?”
“Oh yeah, that’s much better.” Applejack replied.
Nathan continued on rubbing Applejack’s back for a bit. “Well, maybe dating a pony won’t be so bad. There really isn’t that much of a difference between us other than species. And I’ve been in this world for long enough to get over it and used to it. Sure it was from behind a cage but still.” Nathan thought to himself. As he continued massaging, he found himself pretty much staring at Applejack. “For a pony, she is rather nice looking. That blond hair, her coat, her freckles are kind of cute.” 
“Nathan, what are you doing?” Applejack asked.
“Huh?” Nathan looked to his hands and realized they were a bit lower than before, like right on the edge of being on her flanks. He started sweating nervously as he stopped and removed his hands. “Oh, uh, sorry. Was that too low for comfort?”
Applejack looked to the side while biting her bottom lip slightly before responding. “Well, it was feeling rather nice sugar cube. But….maybe…not go too low.”
“Yeah, I’ll keep that in mind, sorry.” Nathan managed to calm down a bit.
“No problem.” Applejack said. “Say…Nathan, ya know Nightmare Night is comin up soon. Yer familiar with our holidays right?”
“I did have a chance to look over a few things about this world ever since ending up here in Ponyville, so yeah, I know of the holidays you have. Still find it interesting about the similarities between your holidays and the holidays I celebrated on earth.” Nathan pointed out. “What about it?”
“Well…I was wonderin if….maybe…you’d want ta celebrate it with me.” Applejack asked with a small blush.
“Um, sure…okay. Sounds like fun.” Nathan replied with a smile.
Applejack smiled in return. “Great, we’ll have a great time come Nightmare Night.”
“Looking forward to it.” Nathan started getting up. “I’d better head on back to Fluttershy’s then. I’ll see you tomorrow.”
“Yeah, see ya tomorrow Nathan.” Applejack waved a hoof good bye. Once he was gone, Applejack was free to speak her thoughts out loud as she turned to face the back of the barn. “Oh AJ, why didn’t you just ask him out on a date? Ya had yer chance. Aw, he’s probably already got some pony to go out with. Then again, wouldn’t he have said something? Probably not. Still, he did agree to hang out with ya on Nightmare Night. I don’t think he would have if he had gotten in a relationship with some pony. So I guess you could look at yer time with him during Nightmare Night as a date. But then yer not really sure how he feels about datin a pony. Why do I have ta feel like this?” She gave a tired sigh and turned around. She lifted her head and stopped dead in her tracks when she saw her big brother Big Mac standing there looking at her with an unreadable face. “Big Mac? Wh-what are you doin here? Did…did you hear all that?”
“Eeyup.” Big Mac replied.
“You…aint gonna tell no pony are ya?” Applejack asked.
“Nope.” Big Mac replied again.
“Thanks partner. It’s just that I…well I…” Applejack wasn’t sure what to say.
“Ya really like him don’t ya?” Big Mac asked with a smile.
Applejack hung her head. “Yeah, I do. He’s just so nice and helpful around the farm. Not to mention even though he’s a human, he is rather easy on the eyes. I just can’t help myself.”
“Don’t worry AJ, I promise I won’t say nothing till yer ready ta talk. But you really should tell Nathan how ya feel before some other filly snatches him up.” Big Mac said.
“I just…need a little more time is all.” Applejack replied.
“I understand sis. Just don’t wait too long er it’ll be too late.” Big Mac then walked off towards the house.
Applejack soon followed her big brother out of the barn and to their home.
On his way to Fluttershy’s, Nathan then had a thought and decided to make a slight detour to Rarity’s. He came upon the boutique and entered the shop, causing the little bell over the door to ring. “Rarity, you home?” Nathan called out.
“Nathan darling, how nice to see you again.” Rarity entered the main room of her shop from her kitchen.
Nathan greeted Rarity with a smile. “Hey Rarity, I was wondering if you could do me a favor. I’d pay you of course. The thing is Nightmare Night is coming up and I don’t have a costume. I was hoping you might be able to help me out and make one for me. I know you usually make suits and dresses, and I really appreciate the clothes you made for me. But do you think you might be able to make a costume for me for Nightmare Night?”
“But of course dear, I do get requests like this every year and it helps my business quit a bit. So making costumes is no trouble. I even make a few for my little sister and her two friends each year.” Rarity said with a smile.
“Great, I would really appreciate it.” Nathan said.
Rarity levitated a note pad over to her from her counter. “Now, what kind of costume did you have in mind?”
“Well, hmm…” Nathan hummed in thought trying to think of one. “AH! I got it. Do you ponies have vampires in your mythology?”
“Vampires?” Rarity asked with a quirked brow. “Oh, I think I know what you mean. We call them vamponies actually,  creatures that suck blood and only come out at night right?” 
“Yeah, that’s right. Think you could make me a costume like that?” Nathan asked.
“Well, if you wouldn’t mind telling me a bit more about the vampires from human mythology so I could make a befitting costume, certainly.”
“No problem, there’s not much to tell though. But I’ll share with you what I know.” Nathan began telling a few stories of vampires from earth to help Rarity along. 
Afterwards, Nathan said his farewell and gave his thanks again before heading back to Fluttershy’s.
Days pass and Nightmare Night was now upon Equestria. Nathan had just changed into his costume in his room and looked like a true vampire. He had his hair combed back and smooth looking. He found some face paint courtesy of Rarity to make himself look pale, got some fake fangs, and the outfit was a simple suit with a black cape with red on the inside and a pendant around his neck. To top it off, he had what looked like fake blood on his mouth where his fake fangs would poke out. It was a bit uncomfortable but nothing he couldn’t handle. “Hah, I look great. I wonder what Applejack’s costume is?”
Nathan exited his room and came down stairs to see Fluttershy dressed up like a butterfly with foam wings over her own wings and little fuzzy antennae. “Oh my, Nathan…you look….scary.” Fluttershy said.

“Thanks, you don’t look so bad yourself.” Nathan replied.
“Um…thank you. So….are…are you ready to go?” Fluttershy asked nervously.
“Sure am, but are you sure you are?” Nathan asked concerned. He could see Fluttershy seemed nervous. 
“Um…yes, I’m sure. I’ll be all right once we meet up with the others.” Fluttershy responded.
“If you’re sure. Let’s head out.” Nathan headed for the door, but not before looking to Angel bunny standing on the couch. He gave a smile and took a piece of candy out of his pocket. It was a caramel carrot.  He tossed it to angel. “Here you go little buddy, happy hallow…I mean…happy Nightmare Night.”
Angel Bunny smiled big at Nathan as he caught the little treat. He and Angel had started to get along in the amount of time Nathan had been living under Fluttershy’s roof.
Fluttershy smiled. “Aw, that was really nice of you Nathan.”
“Don’t mention it.” Nathan opened the door and headed out with Fluttershy. The duo soon reached where the bulk of the celebration was taking place and soon came across Big Macintosh first. He was wearing a black top hat, black eye shadow under his eyes for a scary look, and a black cape.
“Hey there Big Mac, lookin good.” Nathan said. 
“Eeyup.” Big Mac responded. “You too there partner.” He then looked to Fluttershy and gave a soft smile. “Yer lookin a might pretty tonight miss Fluttershy.”
Fluttershy blushed at the compliment. “Oh…um…th-thank you Big Mac. I…really like your costume too.”
“I’ll let you two go on your marry way while I find Applejack.” Nathan excused himself from the couple. 
“Okay, see you around.” Fluttershy said as she waved a hoof.
Nathan got not ten feet away when Fluffle Puff seemed to appear out of nowhere in front of him. “Pfft.
“AH! Geeze Puff, give me a heart attack why don’t ya.” Nathan said as he held his palm to his chest.
“Pfft.” Fluffle Puff was dressed up like a taco with fangs in her mouth.
Nathan gave a tired sigh. “Fluffle Puff, we’ve been-“
“Pfft.” She pointed a hoof to a pony off to the side. 
Nathan looked to where she was pointing and saw Lyra and Bon Bon at a stand selling candy. Lyra was wearing clothes similar to the ones Nathan had while Bon Bon was looking like a giant…bon bon…wrapped up in wrapping like the candy of her cutie mark. 
Fluffle Puff galloped over to the two and was practically dancing on her hooves with a smile.
Nathan had no idea what she was going on about but figured she wanted Lyra or Bon Bon to translate, so he followed her over and greeted the two mares. “Hey Lyra, hi Bon Bon. Happy Nightmare Night.”
“Hi Nathan.” The two greeted in unison.
“Ooh, nice costume.” Lyra commented.
“Thanks. You…too.” Nathan responded carefully. “Um…are you…supposed to be me?” 
“Sort of, it’s my human costume. Nice huh?” Lyra asked.
Bon Bon rolled her eyes. 
Nathan answered carefully again. “Sure…nice.” He then turned his attention to Bon Bon. “And, you have a nice one too Bon Bon.”
“Thank you Nathan. I know it’s not much of a costume but I’m just wearing it for promotional reasons to help attract attention and customers.” Bon Bon said.
“Pfft.” Fluffle Puff cut in.
“I don’t suppose either of you speak puff ball.” Nathan joked.
The two mares shared a small giggle at the joke. Even Fluffle got a laugh out of it. “She said she was wondering about your costume.” Lyra translated.
“Ah, well okay, but I’m supposed to meet up with Applejack. She’s going to teach me more about this holiday.” Nathan began telling Fluffle Puff about Vampires and a few myths surrounding them. He got a few shiveres out of the mares with a few of the facts he gave. “So, that’s what the vampires from human mythology is like.” Nathan finished. “So, while I’m here, I might as well buy some of your sweets Bon Bon.”
“Sure thing.” Bon Bon replied with a smile. 
Nathan picked out a few sweets, paid for them, then said his good bye as he left to find Applejack. It didn’t take him long to find her. She was near a spider toss game trying her luck wearing a scarecrow costume. 
“Yeehaw, now that’s what I’m talkin about.” Applejack cheered as she landed a spider at the center of the web.
“Nice shot Applejack.” Nathan commented as he came up to her.
Applejack turned and greeted Nathan with a smile. “Well howdy there Nathan, thanks. Nice costume.”
Nathan gave a wicked smile. “Look deep into my eyes.” He spoke with a fake Transylvania accent. “You are getting sleepy now.”
“What in the hay are you doin?” Applejack asked with a smirk.
Nathan continued with the act. “I’m hypnotizing you so I can suck your blood, bleah.”
Applejack chuckled at his display. “Heh heh, very funny partner. Come on, we got a lot of stuff ta do, so I say we make the most of this night.”
Nathan dropped the act. “Lead the way my fine mare.” He gave an overly dramatic bow.

	