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TCB Starbound - Era of pony
Chapter 1:Stand it no more
~~~~~
Spike was busy re-shelving the library, he had listened as Twilight Sparkle went into another hyper lecture about being the savior of an evil race, another world cured, another Reality claimed, he never approved of what they did to the humans. But being the good assistant he was he never said anything of it, personally he felt that the humans were never evil, they just lived a different way, but that didn't stop all of Equestria from converting them. Spike attempted to avoid the topic altogether, he didn't like to discuss something he knew he could get in trouble for having the 'wrong' opinion in, the newfoals were okay though, most of them didn't like talking about humans either, but Spike brought his mind back to the task at claw, re-shelving, how fun, but that was not what his mind seemed to care about. No, instead it wandered to the topic of transport, Queen Celestia and Twilight, and lets not forget the friends, were once again moving Gaia through a rift to another world, another Earth, another 'worthless' part of a species to convert.
"SPIKE!!" Twilight Yelled suddenly yelled from behind him, making him lose his balance and fall off the ladder he was on.
"Yes Twilight?" Spike asked, pain showing in his voice.
"I told you to re-shelve!" Twilight yelled and gestured to the libray, "This is not re-shelved!"
"Sorry Twilight," He realized that he had been staring at the spine of a history book for a good long time, "I was just distracted."
"Well," Twilight pulled all the books off the shelf with her magic, "Just to make sure you didn't make a mistake, you will be re-shelving them all again."
"But-," Spike was cut off as she held up a hoof.
"No buts, I gave you a job and you didn't do it," Twilight turned to go upstairs, " This is the punishment for not doing what i told you."
"Yes Twilight," He grumbled as he picked himself off the floor to re-shelve again.
"And don't disturb me while i'm upstairs," Twilight climbed the stairs, " I have an important letter to write to the Queen."
Spike didn't argue, he just went and began to pick up the books, sometimes he just wished he had the power to stand up to her sometimes, but didn't expect anything to come of it.
Be careful what you wish for.
~~~~~
"My Queen", a unicorn guard in golden armor entered and bowed.
"Ah, What news do you bring Steelbone?" Celestia asked with a warm and loving smile.
"We have finally come to the right position in the new reality," the guard hesitated before continuing, "but, there is a major problem."
"Oh?" The Queen inquired in a word.
"The Astronomers wish that you come see for yourself," the guard bowed again and left the room.
"Hmm," The Queen was curious, whatever it was, it was urgent.
"Elites," The Queen beckoned the guards by her throne, both were clad in shimmering white armor, " let us depart to the Constellation tower."
Both the Elite soldiers were by her side and following close, wordlessly surveying the surroundings for danger.
As they passed other guards and servants, they got salutes and bows, passing the garden where the most evil creatures were stored, The Queen turned her head as they were nearly passed the garden, catching a glimpse of a statue, one of a familiar moon princess, almost enough to make Celestia stop and shed a tear.
But they kept going, passing through the glass windowed hall of greatness, she did not spare a glance at any of the windows, she knew what they held, she knew the story of them all.
Soon they had come to the Tower of Astros, giving the guards at the door a nod they entered, The Queen paused as she looked up the spiraling staircase, she sighed before beginning the climb up the dreadful stairs, she felt like she would lose five pounds of cake weight doing this.
-----
After reaching the top,(and catching her breath), she stepped into the actual observatory, many ponies were working around the room, some observing, some documenting, and some discussing important,(hopefully), data. From behind the Queen a voice called to her, "Ah my Queen, just the pony I wished to see."
"So I see," Celestia hated being so informal around other ponies, "What is it you needed to show me Starswirl?"
"Right to business," Starswirl chuckled, "We have come to the coordinates of Earth."
"Ah yes good," The Queen was pleased, but caught Starswirl's expression, " But?"
"But there is none," Starswirl stated, simply.
"What?" She didn't understand.
"There is no Earth," Starswirl sighed as he cast a visual spell, it showed an image of what appeared to be an asteroid field.
"What is this?" Celestia asked, she was utterly confused.
"This is the location of Earth," Starswirl said, "Or what used to be Earth."
"Used to be?" Celestia looked at him, "You mean to say that Earth was destroyed? Already?!"
"It would certainly appear so," Starswirl was looking over the image.
"Do you know the cause?" Celestia asked as she sat, this intrigued her.
"Perhaps a natural disaster?" Starswirl stroked his beard stuble, "Or maybe another Equestrian Civilization has gotten rid of the planet already."
"Another?" She tilted her head.
"Yes," He stared for a minute more before turning back to her, "But that is an assumption based on the Multi-Reality theory."
"Ah," She was familiar with that, a theory that every choice made or not made is another Reality.
"So with this revelation," Starswirl floated a cookie out of his pocket, "What are we going to do?"
Celestia tapped her chin thoughtfully as she levitated a piece of cake, from behind her mane? "Well we could tr-"
"SIR STARSWIRL!" An Astronomer called from by the telescope behind Starswirl, making both of them jump.
"Yes boy, what is it," Starswirl took a bite of his cookie.
"I found something that may be important," the Astronomer said, he then turned and zapped the image of the destroyed Earth, making it zoom in on the lower left corner, it zoomed more and more. Finally it stopped, and in the image was that looked like an old building, still intact despite the destroyed planet.
"And what significance does this serve?" The Queen asked, munching on a whole carrot cake.
"Yes, what good does this do us boy?" Starswirl asked, but before he could get and answer something caught their attention, a space craft pulled in by the building, locking onto the bulding and powering down, this made both of them gasp, then the whole room gasped.
"They survived," The Queen didn't give up munching the poor cake, but still stared wide eyed.
"They have advanced," Starswirl finished his cookie and turned to the Queen, " What are we to do?"
"Well," Celestia had finished her cake, "We will have to search for more bases on the destroyed planet and wipe them out, then we can call it a mission success."
"Yes my Queen," Starswirl bowed, then turned back to the Astronomers, "Well lets get going!"
"Wait!" the same Astronomer said.
"What is it?" Starswirl was getting annoyed.
"I received a message from the base over our radio interceptors," the Astronomer turned on the radio interception station.
"This is Apex Research station Alpha, we ask the Leader or ruler of your planet, what is population or people of your world's intent. Are you present for hostile or peaceful means, please state what the population is, are you human, Apex, Floran, Avian, Hylotl, or Glitch? Please respond quickly."
"What does it mean?" Starswirl said as the line emitted nothing but the noise of static.
~~~~~
"That wasss odd," Flo said as she turned off the communicator, she had intercepted a message sent to the odd new planet that had appeared by the Earth ruins, she had seen some odd things in the past, but this was a whole new level, she had witnessed a planet appear from void space, she wanted to know how. Unlike most Floran, Flo was on a hunt for knowledge, not for a prey like the rest, she was interested in knowing, she wanted to learn all she could in her life, to know the mystery of the Galaxy.
"What happened?" A voice came from behind her, she jumped right out of the pilot's chair with a squeal.
"Why musst you sneak up on me?" Flo scowled at Coniferous, or Conifer for short, he was a Floran who shared her interest for knowledge, and a bit of a hunk.
"Cause, you are eassy to scare," Conifer chuckled, "But what was it you ssaid was odd?"
"Some Apex Reassearch base contacted that planet," she pointed to the very bright planet in front of them.
"When did that get there?" He went and checked coordinates, no known planet in the area, "How did it get there?"
"It just appeared," Flo said.
"Planetss don't just appear," Conifer checked the system for problems.
"Well this one did," Flo began punching in a flight path, "And I want to know how."
"What?" Conifer turned to see her finish putting in the flight path, "No don't!" But it was too late, they rocketed forward, making Conifer fall back, they were heading to the planet for answers.
~~~~~
Aboard the Apex Research center there was a duo of pilots sitting in the lunch room, having finished another boring scan of the Earth ruins, they ate and laughed as they talked, not a care in the universe.
"Then I said, 'What fuel? I just been using gas!" Mathias delivered, both were laughing heartily.
"Stop!*snort* Your killing me!*hehe*," Diana snorted again and attempted to catch her breath, her sides were hurting.
After they had calmed they looked at each other, both let out one last chuckle before they settled, then a call sounded on diana's radio, "Flight team Beta, please Respond."
"This is Flight team Beta, over" Mathias clicked his radio and waited.
"Flight team Beta, you are receiving a new mission," Both of them sighed, probably another sweep for something not even there.
"Go ahead base, we will hear the mission," Diana then let her radio down a bit.
"A new planet has appeared next to the Earth ruins, we know not it's intent, but you are to go determine it," Mathias and Diana exchanged glances before answering.
"Could you repeat that, we may not have heard correctly," Mathias was still watching Diana for a reaction.
"We know, we couldn't believe it either, but you heard right, now go," the voice commanded, both of them sighed again.
"Leaving immediately," Mathias signed off.
"Well," Diana huffed as she got up.
"It's alright," He said, "we can have that date later."
"Yeah," Diana really wanted to go on that date.
They both left the lunch area and walked into the dock bay, which was just next door, they then went and started up their ship, it would be a long while before they got back. but they didn't know that, so they set off as they normally do, heading for the mysterious new planet.
"To get some answers."
~~~~~
Aboard the trading ship 'Lightchaser' two Glitch Traders were talking, they had been sticking together since they had first joined the crew. Both were running from the Circuit Empire, they had both done something horrible in the Empire, and now they were on the run, what better way to get around than on a Trader ship.
"Hey, did you manage to find the rest of the weapon imports?" Gram asked, from behind a stack of crates Melisa stopped and looked at him.
"No, I think they were taken back at that pesky Apex checkpoint," Melisa huffed and leaned against the wall as she thought of where else they could be.
"Hmm, so a little less weapons to sell, not a big loss," Gram shrugged.
"But the Captain won't be happy," Melisa leaned her head back.
"Yeah, but at least we still make some pixels," He said, and he was right, they did still make money.
"Yeah," She agreed, "Should I tell the captain?"
"I can if you need me to," Gram motioned himself for the door.
"But what will you tell the Captain," Melisa gestured to him.
"Hopefully the truth?" the Captain walked into the doorway, he heard only the last part, but knew what they were on about.
"Oh!" Melisa nearly jumped out of her circuits, making Gram tense.
"I'm guessing this is about the missing weapons?" He got affirming nods from both of them.
"My guess is the Apex swiped some when they were checking the ship," Melisa folded her arms.
"Most likely true," The Captain agreed, "stupid monkeys always wanted first grabs at the goods, just glad that's all they took."
"So we just sell what we got?" Gram asked.
"Yep," the Captain said, but moved on, "But I have a more important matter at hand, we are going to have to land, we don't have any more fuel."
"Wait, land?" Gram was confused, "Where?"
"Come have a look," Captain motioned them both to follow.
They followed from the storage up to the bridge, neither knew what he meant, the nearest port was five solar systems away.
As they came onto the bridge their view was filled by a bright colorful planet, both gasped, no habitable planet was supposed to be present in the Sol solar system, but there was a planet, clear as the stars.
"How?" Gram managed to say.
"Don't have the faintest," Captain replied, " But we need to refuel, and that is our only option."
"Should we stay aboard?" Melisa was still registering the bright cheery planet.
"No, we don't know what danger that world holds," Captain took a wide stance, "We will need the force."
"We will get ready right away," Gram said as they both went to ready themselves.
"I'm getting to old for this job," Captain sighed as he readied his two plasma pistols.
~~~~~
"What a find," Terrena said, she was staring at the planet that had manifested right in her flight path, so she adjusted to land on the planet, whatever this world would hold would surly change her luck. She and her partner Sebastian were part of a abandoned military scouting branch, unfunded and unsupported they have been for a long while, but this could hold the key to getting the attention of their military commander. "SEBASTIAN GET IN HERE!"
Footsteps approached and the door opened, Sebastian stood with an slight scowl and asked, "What, did you find a rift?"
"Better," She pointed out the front window, "This planet appeared right in front of us, and still emanates rift particles."
"Ooh, when?" He sat in the other pilot chair, checking coordinates and flight path.
"Just an hour ago," She squealed with joy.
"This is going to change everything!" He said with a grin plastered to his face.
"We must get to the planet fast," Terrena said.
"Why?" Sebastian asked.
"I'm detecting other ships heading to the planet," She looked at him with a worried look.
"Don't worry, they won't cause a problem," he assured her.
"I hope your right."
~~~~~
The ship 'Freesoul' was passing near the Earth ruins when the planet appeared, but instead of seeing it in time to reprogram the ships course, Fentera and Rehawk had only enough time to brace for impact, they had collided with the atmosphere and went spiraling down into a thick forest.
Awakening hurt, Rehawk felt that much, but he managed to get up, looking around the ship looked normal, but when checking the system he found that had no fuel and had many minor systems were down, all repairable, so he let out a sigh of relief. He immediately sucked it back in as soon as he let it out, was Fentera ok?
"Fentera!" He called from the cockpit, hoping she would answer.
"Yeah?" She poked her around the corner and gave him a curious look.
"Thank goodness," He let out that sigh for good this time, "Are you alright?"
"Yeah," She said, "Just attempting to find out what we crashed on."
"A planet," He said.
"What? How do you know, navigation is still down," she had come ina and checked the system again.
"Well one minute we are flying through clear space, and then bam! Planet," He said.
"But planets don't just appear." she gave the science major look.
"I know, but what else could it be?" Rehawk pointed out.
"Why not check the front visor?" She asked.
"System still has the ship in lockdown," He said, "We won't get visor view for a while."
"Hmm, what about a scan?" She kept messing with the system.
"That should still work, give it a try," He let Fentera do her work.
"Fair size planet, perfect conditions for supporting life, life present, and the planet seems to be giving off rift particles," She finished her list and looked over at Rehawk.
"Interesting," He stoked his beak, "This could be the find of the millennium."
"Good thing we found it first huh?" She gave him a smile.
"Yeah, but too bad our com system is offline," He said.
"We can work on getting it up and running," She was always optimistic.
"Yeah," He got to work repairing the system.
"Find of the millennium."
~~~~~
"Hey! Hey! Didja hear?!" Trinity asked, she always got excited over little things, not that David minded, it was kinda cute.
"What's the news?" David asked as he calmly watched her bring up something on the computer, on the outside he held a cool and calm demeanor, on the inside he was slowly dying of a D'AAAAWWWWWWW!!! attack.
"A message was sent from an Apex base on the Earth ruins, they sent it to a planet that appeared through a rift," she was absolutely happy, no question about it.
"Through a rift huh?" He remembered that being mentioned in her latest report, something about achieving inter-reality travel.
"Now we can finally get to get a rift sample," She set the coordinates for the new planet, but it would be quiet a flight.
"It's gonna be a bit of a flight," He saw her turn toward him, "I can make my famous full breakfast if you want."
"Sure!" She never got a taste of his famous breakfast dish, she wanted to try.
"Come on, I'll make you a special serving," He motioned her toward their lunch room.
"Thanks," Trinity followed.
-----
After having a wonderful meal they both returned to the bridge and continued to talk, before long they saw the bright and colorful planet in view, both stared in awe as the planet got larger and larger, they had slowed the approach a little.
"Wow," Is all David said.
"That is one heck of a planet," Trinity smiled.
"Are you sure about this?" He asked her, an uneasy feeling overcame him as he looked at the planet.
"Aww, is the big bad warrior having second thoughts?" She laughed at his expression.
"Don't mistake it for fear, but for some reason that planet gives me a bad vibe," He just pointed to the planet.
"Why? It looks like a cute little planet to me," She said, prepping the re-entry panels.
"Alright, If you say so," David sat down and buckled up, ready for anything.
"A bad vibe."
~~~~~
Spike stormed out of the library, he had had enough of Twilight for the rest of his life, he had finished re-shelving when Twilight came down and yelled at him for the quality of his work, which was the same as always. Then Rarity came in and heard about what Twilight was scolding him for, and says that he must have agitated her in some way, telling him to apologize, HIM apologize, no he had stopped crushing on Rarity not too long ago, and now she was getting him back for it. He just wanted away from the library, away from her, some time to cool off, in his enraged thoughts he was not watching where he was going, he bumped into somepony.
"Oof," Spike hit the ground, hard.
"Eep!" Futtershy Squeaked as she felt something bump into her, she turned to see who it was, and found Spike, "Oh, i'm so sorry Spike, I didn't mean to bump into you."
He looked up at her adorable face, he couldn't let her blame herself, she didn't do anything wrong, his rage melted away as he spoke up, "No, i'm sorry Fluttershy, I wasn't watching where I was going."
"Where are you going in such a hurry?" Fluttershy inquired.
"I just need  some time away from the library," spike grumbled.
"Oh I heard, you really should have apologized to Twilight," Fluttershy said, he couldn't believe this, even she sided with injustice!
"RRRR!" Spike stormed past Fluttershy and toward the Everfree forest, It was getting dark and Spike knew it would be the perfect time to reflect.
"An jus where do you think yer goin?" Spike jumped at the sudden voice behind him, he turned to see Applejack with a stern look on her face.
"Away, now leave me alone," Spike turned to walk away, but felt himself fall over and felt the pressure of hooves holding him down.
"Y'all er gonna come with me and apologize ta Twilight," was everypony against him?
"No! I didn't do anything wrong! Let me go!" Spike fought to get her off him, but his efforts weakened when she pressed down even harder, he suddenly feared for his life, and in the span of half a second he managed to roll over partially and lash out, leaving three big slashes over her right eye.
"AHH!" Applejack screamed and fell back off Spike, holding her injured eye, he got up and looked at Applejack, shock registering, he looked at his claw, blood.
"AJ I'M SO SORRY!!" Spike rushed to go help the injured farmer, but before he reached her he was hit right in the gut by a rainbow blur, sending him flying into a nearby tree, he couldn't get up.
"Stay away from my friend!" Rainbow dash yelled as she and the just arrived Pinkie pie helped Applejack up, they turned their attention to Spike, who was laying against the tree, holding his injured chest.
"I-I wa-," Spike couldn't finish his sentence, he felt like his chest had imploded.
"Well!? What do you have to say meanie!?" Pinkie asked, she too had an angry glare fixed on Spike.
"Yeah! Say something! I mean you can't just hurt a pony like that!! Explain!!" Rainbow shouted at him, then Spike felt something inside his mind click, he knew, anything that wan't pony, was less, was a slave at best, they hated different, and all Twilight thought of him was a prized slave, something to brag about, yet sill abuse, as Rarity so did to him, he hated it, he hated them!
Spike felt a new rage grow in his soul, enough to make him forget his injury, he stood and with a yell of rage ran full sprint into the Everfree, behind him a cyan mare growled and sped after him, leaving Pinkie to take Applejack to the hospital.
In the Everfree Spike ran without tire, he sprinted with a hate that could only be rivaled by King Sombra, he ran, for something better, for something happier, for better friends, but he didn't get as far as he hoped, a cyan blur landed in front of him, delivering a lethal double backhoof kick, right to his face.
Rainbow watched with a smile as he lay there, she was determined to make him pay for what he had done, even if it didn't involve an official court, she didn't care, but before she could lift another hoof she heard a noise from behind her, she turned and saw some odd metal boat, but it was glowing, and she saw a part of it was opening, aliens.
Out stepped two odd bipedal creatures, she didn't have time to analyse in detail, she found herself on the receiving end of a high roundhouse kick, hitting her head and smashing it between it's foot and a tree, then let her drop.
One creature pointed to Spike and said something she couldn't understand but sounded female, "YESTE MUN KEL ISTRIPE, RA NEDSSS MUDICAL!!"
But Spike understood it perfectly, "GET HIM ON THE SHIP, HE NEEDSSS MEDICAL!!"
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Chapter 2: (Not so) Welcome to Equestria
~~~~~
A beam lit as two figures materialized, one rather scientific looking, the other rather dark and edgy, both were looking around and surveying the fields, for different reasons. The scientific one began to scan the surrounding area, stopping when they found a village, they gestured the other to follow, which they slowly followed, "Oh don't be so edgy, this is just a simple exploring mission," the female voice of the scientist said.
"Doesn't it just seem suspicious though?" the edgy dude asked.
"What, the bright grass or the perfect sky?" she asked.
"Um, everything about it," he replied.
"Don't be such a downer David!" She said, then happily skipped toward the village, but stopped when she noticed that he wasn't with her, "Hey, you coming or what!"
"Nah, I'll just guard the ship," He said, "You go on ahead Trinity."
"No, come on," She lost her cuddly voice for a second before cutely gesturing to him.
"Ok coming," He hurried, not wanting to make her any unhappier.
"The village seems to be primitive, even by low standards, likely a class 0 civilization," She told him, she had slowed her pace a little
"Class 0? So it was something else that brought it here," David yawned a little, he knew it was not natural the way it appeared.
"More than likely, but then again, we could be wrong," Trinity said, they were approaching the little village when they saw it, blurs ran left and right, disappearing into homes and hiding in any available spot, they seemed to run on four legs and (obviously) had hooves.
"Nice greeting," David smirked, but he couldn't blame them, he did have a Vibranite sword strapped to his hip.
"Then they can thank you, Mr. Edgy," She gave him a wicked smile.
"Geez, this again, I dress like this to keep the memory of my squad alive," He said in a more serious tone.
"Alright i'm just saying, it's kinda edgy," She brought a hand to a stop gesture.
"Geez," He sighed and rubbed his arm, they were walking down the street as the deafening silence hung over.
Then without warning three small creatures walked up to them, they stopped and looked down, ponies, one with a red mane and pale fur, another with a purple mane and orange fur, and the last with a bubblegum mix mane and silver fur, each had adorable pleading eyes, Davids' weakness.
"Excuse me mister, are you both hoomans?" the silver one asked, how adorable.
"Why yes we are little one, what are you?" Trinity knelt down and asked.
"We're ponies," She answered.
"Ponies huh?" Trinity said as she wrote it down in her species directory under sapient, David on the other hand was slowly cuteficating to death on the inside.
"You don't seem evil," the orange one said.
"What?" Trinity looked up from her notes, just in time to see two light orange hooves kick her right in the ribs, she was sent tumbling as the attacker pulled back and reared up to kick David, who hardly budged as the kick made contact, stumbling the attacker, Trinity coughed "Ow ow ow."
"Trin!" David rushed over to her and knelt next to her, he assessed the damage before turning to her, "Just a couple broken ribs."
"Ok, ow!" she cringed when she spoke, "You take care of *ow* the crazy horse *rrr* while I use a med pack."
"Right," David stood and turned to the attacker, who was a light orange pony with a hat on and a blond mane.
"Now ahm gonna buck ya to next week," She threatened, charging him, to which he responded by grabbing her around the midsection and lifting her over his head, bringing her down with a hard crash as he back flipped over her and held her down, the pony struggled for air as her held her, "Let me go!"
"Nope," David grunted, but he couldn't hold her, a blue blur hit him clean off her and tumbled with him as they slowly got up, this one had a rainbow mane, and a bandage around her head, "Geez, had a rough night huh skittles?"
"Shut up, worthless human," She growled, only to cringe and hold her head.
"You don't look so good prism head," He taunted as he moved closer, he would take her down with his own fist if she attacked again.
"RAINBOW! You were supposed to wait for the rest of us," another group of ponies came in and helped the hat pony up.
"Finally got backup huh?" David smirked at her, he knew she was the strong type, liked to be seen as awesome and a lonewolf.
"I said shut up! ah!" she held her head as she almost collapsed.
"Take it easy Rainbow Dash, you're just recovering," the lavender unicorn said, "An what are two humans doing here, did you get out of a lab? did you're master lose you?"
"Dafuq?" David didn't understand, but he didn't like the demeaning way she said humans.
"Or are you from the wild pack that has been running around in the Everfree," lavender guessed again, David gave her an odd look, "So you are, then I can rectify this quickly," her horn glowed as a  bottle with a glowing liquid appeared in front of her, she threw it at Trinity.
"No!" David jumped toward his partner, but was intercepted by the blue one, once the potion shattered on Trinity she began to violently cough and spasm, "GET OFF!" He elbowed gay pride right in the head, no grunt or anything, she fell, unconscious.
"Take her to the library, she will need time to calm down," Twilight said, then turned to David, who was trying to help Trinity, "Don't keep the male, he's too violent."
"Okie dokie lokie!" Pinkie then hopped toward Trinity.
"Sure thing darling," Rarity followed close behind.
"Ah'll handle the big feller," Applejack said adjusting her eye patch, she dusted herself off.
"I'll take Rainbow to the hospital," Twilight said as she levitated her over.
"Back off!" David said as he reached for his sword, but instead he felt a bump on his arm, he looked and saw Trinity smiling, she was mutating into a pony, and had pushed his ship recall, "No Trinity!" But he was already on the ship, "DAMMIT!!! NOOO!!!"
~~~~~
Spike slowly regain consciousness as he rubbed his stomach, which felt fine, and more fit, he opened his eyes and saw that he was on a ship, plants grew on the wall and the green of the ship wasn't helping, Spike stood up to take a look around, but upon standing up he wobbled a little, he sure was tall.
"It'sss good to see you have completely recovered," A female voice called from the door, in walked the most beautiful (and only) plant girl he had ever seen, "hey, please don't stare at my leaves."
"Oh sorry," He apologized, his voice was much deeper too, " This is the first time I've met someone like you."
"Oh i'm sure young Drago," Flo smiled, sitting down she noticed his confused expression, "You are a Drago yess?"
"I'm a dragon, why?" Spike was confused.
"Oh no, you are much too small for a dragon," she said.
"Cause I'm a baby dragon," Spike replied.
"No no, even dragon infants have wings," she still smiled, "You my friend are a Drago, one of the oldest species to exist."
"So a Drago is what I am?" Spike asked.
"Yess, your race and the Nova are the two oldest known species ever discovered," She explained, "And no one hass been able to determine which livess longer."
"How long do they live?" Spike asked.
"As a Dragon lives thousands to millions of years," she paused, "Drago live from million to billions of yearsss, that we know anyway."
"W-wow," Spike was flabbergasted, he had so long to live, and he never even knew his species.
"Yes well, you are hungry i presume," Flo asked, a grumble answered her, she chuckled, "Come, Conifer has prepared a meal, just in the situation you are hungry."
"Alright, cool," Spike liked her, but what about this conifer person, but then he remembered, "Hey, why am I so much bigger now?"
"Ah yes, when we gave you medical treatment we found that ssomeone had put a growth stunting program, so we got rid of it," she smile as he thought it over for a second, Twilight.
"Well thank you, most likely i would never had made it if not for you," Spike thanked her.
"What about me?" asked a voice from inside the lunch room they were headed to, a male Floran poked his head out.
"Thiss is Conifer," She introduced Spike to him.
"Ssssup, name's Coniferous, jusst call me Conifer for short," He gave him a bow.
"Oh right, never introduced myself," Spike said, but paused, he couldn't tell them his name, it just didn't fit now, "I'm Solirin Amethyst," Wow, it fit so well, it felt so natural, like it was right.
"Excellent to make your acquaintance," He replied, "Would you like some lunch?"
"Thank you," Solirin smiled and bowed.
"Come on in, have some buffet," He offered.
"Sure, thanks," Solirin smile and they went to lunch.
~~~~~
The Avian ship 'Freesoul' sat in a crater in the Eyre Mountain Forest, engines totaled and communications offline, but the AC was working, which is nice.
"It's no good," Fentera yelled, she wiped her beak, "The communication system was annihilated upon crash, we would need some spare metal and three miles of wire to get it fixed."
"I was hoping that wasn't the case," Rehawk sighed and began to mess with the ships computer, "Hey, we got visor view though."
"Give it a try," Fentera said, she hadn't stopped working with the wires.
"Ok, just a second," He hummed as he worked, the system still in disarray, "Looks like the generator was disconnected, i'll go reconnect it."
"Sure, just look out for the-" a crash signaled that he had found out, she sighed, "Split locker."
She could hear him messing with things near the generator, he sure was noisy when he worked, whether it be humming, claw tapping, using items like drumsticks, so noisy, but she didn't mind, she then heard a 'Got it!' and the generator fully kick on.
"That took longer than expected," Rehawk called, another crash indicated that he found the split locker again, "I'm ok," he said as he came back in and started to fiddle with the system.
"I wonder if we could find a big iron deposit," Fentera mumbled to herself, she had managed to clean up the communication system, now all she needed was parts, she then heard as the front window lock pulled away, they would have a view, but she found another wire knot, geez another, but Rehawk put his wing on her shoulder, she was momentarily startled, she looked up to see he had a surprised look on, what was it?
"You need to see this," He said, voice in awe.
"What?" She got up and peeked out the window, what was outside was surprising to say the least, Gryphons in armor, poking and investigating the ship, they seemed startled as they saw what was inside.
"What the Avia is this!" Rehawk said, the Gryphons outside began to poke at the front window, they didn't seem to happy.
"Calm down and turn on the outer communication," Fentera told him.
"Sure," He said as he enabled it, then in came the yells from outside, and they understood it.
"Invaders!" One yelled.
"Come out here and fight!" another yelled.
"You will face justice you Equestrian spy scum!" yet another yelled.
"Calm down! We aren't spies or invaders!" Fentera tried.
"Shut up you freaks, we know you are!" one yelled and pointed the spear.
"That little," Rehawk stormed off from the room, leaving her to talk them down.
"Listen, we crashed here, from space," she said.
"Aliens?" one said.
"Yes!" She smiled.
"Aliens my claw! they are nothing but invaders!" nother said
"No!" she lost her smile.
"Come out here so we can take you for experimenting," One smirked.
A click was heard as the ship closed, Rehawk had gone outside, the Gryphons stopped and Fentera gulped.
"Now get over here you feathered lion hybrids!!" Rehawak's voice came through the ships speakers.
"What did you say!!?" the gryphon soldiers raced toward him, "Die scum!!"
With one swift lift of his blade and a twirl he had decapitated one and cleaved another in half, the third one, being the smartest of the three decided to run, Rehawk took aim.
"Don't!" Fentera yelled from in the ship, "Let him go."
"Fine," He sheathed his sword 'Eagle's beak' and huffed, "But i'll be the one to handle any future problems."
"Alright," She began to mess with the system module, "Get in here, we need to work on a plan."
~~~~~
Twilight Sparkle had a major headache, probably not as bad as Rainbow, but it was still enough to keep her from fully focusing. The task at hoof was the fact that the newfoal she had made was still mentally resisting the serum, how ridiculous it was that they resisted even in the face of defeat. Between another group of humans and Spike missing, this was all beginning to become too much for her to handle.
"Still no sign of the male human Twi, sorry," Applejack said, unknowingly increasing the headache intensity.
"But it's impossible," Twilight had replayed the moment in her mind, "Human's don't have magic, and it left no trace afterward."
"Maybe it's not magic we're dealing with darling," Rarity suggested, making Twilight's eyes go wide.
"That's right, they always used that inferior technology," Twilight conjured a quill and parchment, "Maybe it's some form of teleportation technology, that would explain it, somewhat."
"Did ya send a letter to the queen yet Twi?" Applejack asked.
"Yes, but without Spike it had to be sent through the regular system," Twilight said, she was unsure when the queen would get the news,
"Hey, maybe the newfoal has some information on this technology that they posses," Rarity said, she was so full of useful ideas today.
"That could be!" Twilight forgot her headache for a moment, but then it returned with a vengeance, "But wait, she's still resisting the serum."
"That could pose a problem," Rarity paused in thought.
"We will have to wait then," Twilight sighed, but before they could discuss it further there was a flash and pop behind them, the queen had arrived.
She smiled at then gently as they bowed, "Rise my little ponies," she said in a soft tone as they did, "I got your report of the two humans that attacked, and I must say it bothers me so that they posses technology which allows them to teleport, but have no fear, this was expected."
"What?!" the ponies yelled in unison.
"Indeed, it appears that they have advance far beyond the other humans we have encountered thus far," She explained, "they are even capable of space travel."
Twilight and her friends were all dumbstruck, to think that the creatures they had deemed nothing more than glorified animals was actually travelling among the stars, it almost broke their minds, "But that can't be! They can hardly withstand their own world, how can they be in space!!?" Twilight couldn't logically explain how they even traveled without somehow renewing their oxygen and food supply.
"It is a true fact regardless," Celestia summoned up an image of the base on the earth ruin, it was glowing with activity, "They have risen even higher now that their world has been destroyed, but they are still as beasts in wise ponies clothing."
"But how are we going to get them when they could be spread out through the stars my queen?" Twilight asked, the answer to which surprised her.
"I don't know," Celestia responded, but continued before they could freak out, "But we will find those that present themselves to us."
Twilight and company seemed happy with such response, then heard a scream from Twilight's room, the newfoal, they had forgotten.
"Another human, i remember from your letter," Celestia said, then turned to Twilight, "As for your question in the letter, I am unaware of any method that can cause a human to resist the serum for so long, my only guess is that it has strong willpower."
"But no human could possibly possess such strong willpower," Rarity said, confused.
"Thought I would agree Rarity," Twilight started, "There were many humans who were able to resist the potion for nearly fifteen minutes in my experience."
"Twilight dear, this human is still resisting after nearly an hour," Rarity replied.
"Perhaps I can speed up the process," Celestia suggested, her horn taking on a menacing glow.
~~~~~
In the icy fields of the frozen north, the ship 'Lightchaser' touched down, it's thrusters serving to melt a small patch of snow around it, out of the ship a small team of bipedal creatures jumped, the sound of a hatch sealing behind them.
"Any clue where this is?" One said turning to the other.
"Nope, just glad to be out and about," Gram said, he lifted his scarf, as to not get snow in his gears.
"Stay focused, we're not here to play," The captain ordered.
"Roger sir," Melisa said, scouting ahead.
Not far from their ship was a mountain, coated in pure ice, within was surely the material they needed, a few of them took out their matter manipulators and began to create a hole in the ice, inside was a dark and frozen cave, the stone permafrozen.
"Keep scanners on a constant loop, we can't afford to miss anything," The Captain spoke as he fiddled with his manipulator.
"Yes Sir!" They both said, splitting up and scanning all they could.
"Sir, I'm picking up an intense concentration of gems within all the walls," Gram double checked his readings.
"Same here," Melisa reported.
"Odd, you usually find gems at a frequency of .67%," Captain said, "But these readings show them at a 102% frequency."
"Er captain," The voice of Dreph, another crew member spoke.
"Yes?" The Captain stopped scanning for a moment.
"The ship is picking up the readings of what seems to be a cloaking barrier," Dreph said, startling the Captain.
"This day just keeps getting better," He muttered, then called to the others who were mining, "You folks keep diggin, I have to see this, and report any unusual happenings."
A chorus of 'Aye sir' or 'Yes sir' came as he walked back out into the snowy weather, working his way back into the ship.
~~~~~
From the orbit close around the sun sat a ship, the very train like appearance giving it a rather intimidating look, from the cockpit a person sat, scanner warbling and beeping as it scanned the sudden addition to the star system. The star emblem upon the glowing orange face focused intently on the information being presented, "Mighty interesting."
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