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		Description

It’s been 2 months since Andromeda tried to modify her mothers time-travel spell and nearly caused a disaster, but things are returning to normal. However, due to her incredible skill and her being the daughter of one of Equestria’s Princesses, she has been chosen to participate in the upcoming World Duel Championships X. Three of her closest friends, Tempest, Bismarck, and Radiance, along with her cousin Sagittario, the son of Wonderbolt legends Spitfire and Soarin: Firestorm, and a new face named Yu, will travel the world to become the world champions. Along the way, they’ll discover new friends, new rivals, deadly enemies, and the son of Twilight’s oldest rival: Trixie!
NOTE 1: The mane cast, consisting of Andromeda, Tempest, Flora, Berry and Cherry Pie, Radiance, Bismarck, Bucky, Peach Cobbler, and Orion, of this story are to be credited to ShrapnelLeader. Also, this story is subjected to change over time till the Time Traveling Kids of the Mane Six is completed. It is recommended you read the Time Traveling Kids of the Mane Six before you begin reading this.
NOTE 2: Some of the countries that are seen and/or mention do not appear on the map above (there was no room)
	
		Table of Contents

		
					The Son of Trixie

					A New Adventure Begins

					Ticket to the World

					The Final Ticket With a Twist

					Soar into the World

					The Shaolin Temple in the Sky

					The Third Member

					The World Championships Begin!

					Chi-yun's Will

					The 4,000 Year Old Secret

					The Stallion who Holds a Hero's Sword

					The Wintry Land of Russia

					How Grand, a Cage Death Match

					Yu Departs for the Front

					The Festival of Warriors

					We Meet Again, Wang Hu Zhong

					The Scorching Hot Lion

					The Shocking Wild Fang

					De-Nile is a River

					Destined Rivals

		

	
		The Son of Trixie



The Son of Trixie

Ponyville. A quiet town out in the Equestrian countryside. No one would suspect that something either dangerous, strange or life threatening would happen here every once in a while. Just ask the Elements of Harmony, and their kids: Twilight Sparkle, who represented the Element of Magic and the most recent princess of Equestria and her two children: Andromeda, the eldest, and Orion. Applejack, who represented the Element of Honest, and her two sons: Bismarck, the eldest, and Bucky. Rainbow Dash, who represented the Element of Loyalty, and her son: Tempest. Rarity, who represented the Element of Generosity, and her daughter: Radiance, who’s expecting a foal of her own. Fluttershy, who represented the Element of Kindness and her two daughters: Flora, the eldest, and Peach Cobbler. And Pinkie Pie, who represented the Element of Laughter, and her twin son and daughter: Berry & Cherry Pie. A couple of months ago, a time travel spell that Andromeda discovered nearly killed her and her friends. Luckily they managed to return to the present before they perished. Over those two months, word spread about the spell like wildfire, and with the next World Duel Championships approaching, Andromeda and a few of her friends will get pulled into an adventure that will span the world.
==================================================================

Its midday, and Twilight is still keen on her punishment for Andromeda, making her do all the chores in the castle and keeping her away from any books. Twilight is in the main room, enjoying a cup of tea, while her daughter is both cleaning the dishes and sweeping the floor. “How much longer do I have until I’m done?” Andromeda asked, her body aching due to two months of endless chores.
“When I say so,” Twilight responded, making Andromeda groan.
==================================================================

On the outskirts of Ponyville, a unicorn, with a similar build to Tempest, is walking toward the town. He has a dark green mane that spikes high above his head along with a ponytail that drapes behind his head, while his coat is a brilliant azure. He also has sharp light green lion-like eyes that have long scars shaped like cross going across them and is wearing a green coat with ripped-off sleeves, and his cutie mark is a tornado. “So this is Ponyville, huh?” The azure unicorn said as he stops, seeing the town. He stares at the castle of Equestria’s Princess of Friendship: Twilight Sparkle.
“We finally made it, Leone pal!” A brown minotaur that has a big build with a large stomach, a short purple beard, wearing a white beanie hat that has a red bull's skull on it and a red and a black jacket with red strip on both the front side that is zipped on his torso, said as he catches up with the unicorn, carrying two heavy-looking bags.
“Taurus, you go scope it out, while I find us a place to train.”
“You got it, Leone pal!” The minotaur, Taurus, said as he drops the bags and runs into town, leaving behind a dust cloud. The unicorn, Leone, then looks at his surroundings, and sees an old tree house in an apple field.
“Perfect,” Leone said as he picks the bags up with his green magic and walks toward the tree house.
==================================================================

In the town market, Bismarck is selling apples, while his brother Bucky is waiting for his two friends. “Don’t worry, Bucky. I’m sure Peach an' Orion will be here soon,” Bismarck said, but gets nothing from the little colt. “What's wrong? Normally, you’ll be doin' anything' t'cheer yourself up, especially after yo' got off from school fo' th' summer.”
“Ah know,” Bucky said. “I’m still a bit shaken from that whole time travel thin'.”
“Me too,” Bismarck replied.
“Hey, Bucky!” Two voices called out. Bucky sees that they belong to his two friends, Orion and Peach.
“Orion! Peach!” An ecstatic Bucky said as he runs up to them.
“Ready to do some crusading today?” Orion asked.
“You bet!” Bucky said as the three run off, while Bismarck just smiles.
“Hey, handsome,” another voice said. Knowing the voice right away, Bismarck turns and sees his pregnant wife, Radiance.
“Radiance,” a pleasantly surprised Bismarck said. “How ya doing?”
“Still eating ice cream with pickles.” Radiance said as she holds her stomach. When they finally returned to the present, Bismarck and Radiance explained everything to everyone, which was accepted rather quickly. The Apples even builded a home for the two on the outskirts of the farm.
==================================================================

“So, what are we doing today?” Peach asked.
“We’ll try to help anyone who’s new in town,” Orion answered, making Bucky and Peach stare at him in disbelief. “I’m serious. Ever since that whole time travel incident, Ponyville has gotten more visitors than ever before. If we help them, we might get our cutie marks!”
“Is that it, or are you scared to do anything dangerous after that time travel thing?” Peach asked.
“No!” Orion firmly said, getting a well deserved punch in the arm from Peach. “Ow!”
“Say, can you three help?” A brown minotaur that has a big build with a large stomach, a short purple beard, wearing a white beanie hat that has a red bull's skull on it and a red and a black jacket with red strip on both the front side that is zipped on his torso asked.
“Uh … yeah. With what?” Bucky nervously asked.
“I’m looking for the castle. Do you know where it is?” The minotaur asked.
“You’re joking, right?” a bewildered Orion asked. “My mom’s castle is right over there, where her old library used to be.” He said as he pointed to his mothers castle.
“Huh? Your mom is Princess Twilight? Your Andromeda’s little brother?”
“Yeah. I’m Orion, and these are my friends Bucky and Peach Cobbler.”
“I’m Taurus. Nice to meet ya.”
==================================================================

In the skies above Ponyville, Tempest is lazily flying about, having done his duties for the day. “I can’t believe I finished before lunch,” Tempest said to himself as he lands on a small cloud. Suddenly, he sees a giant tornado appear near Sweet Apple Acres. It then disappears as suddenly as it appeared. Not sure what just happened, Tempest speeds off toward the source, not sure what he’s getting himself into.
==================================================================

Sweet Apple Acres, home to the sweetest and juiciest apples in Equestria, possibly the world. But apples are not on the minds of Radiance and Bismarck, the two taking a walk down a path, rubbing against each other in a lovely way. Suddenly, they see a giant tornado appear on the outskirts of the apple farm. It then disappears as suddenly as it appeared. “What was that?” Radiance asked.
“Ah have no id…” Bismarck then remembers that the Cutie Mark Crusaders club house is near there. “Oh, no! Bucky and his friends might be there!” Bismarck frantically said. “He could be in trouble! Radiance, you go find my mom and tell her about this,” he said as he runs toward the clubhouse, leaving behind a worried Radiance.
==================================================================

“Wow!” An awestricken Taurus said when he sees the Friendship Rainbow Castle. “It’s bigger than I thought.”
“Yep. That's it.” Orion said.
“Thanks. I got to go now. See ya later!” Taurus said as he runs off.
“Hey, wait!” Peach called, but Taurus is already gone.
“He sure did took off in a hurry.” Bucky said.
“Yeah. Wonder why?” Orion asked.
“Oh Orion,” Twilight singly called from a balcony above, making Orion shiver, already knowing what she wants due to his involvement in the time travel incident.
“Yes, mom?” Orion squeaked.
“It’s your turn to clean,” Twilight said as she levitates a bucket and mop. “Bucky and Peach can help you, too. Won’t you?”
“Uh … Yes, ma’am.” Bucky nervously said while Peach shakes her head as the three head inside, their plans for the day now ruined. 
==================================================================

At the club house, Bismarck arrives, but sees nothing out-of-place. “Bucky! Bucky!” Bismarck called, getting no answer.
“Relax, dude, Bucky and his friends aren’t here.” A familiar voice said. Looking up, the country stallion sees Tempest fly down and land in front of him. “I saw them head for the library earlier before that tornado showed up.” Tempest said, making Bismarck sigh in relief.
“What do you think happen to cause that tornado, anyway?” Bismarck asked.
“I happened.” A male voice from above and behind said. The three friends turn around and see a brilliant azure colored unicorn eating an apple, lying on his back on the tree house. It’s Leone.
“Hey! You have to buy that apple before you eat it!” Bismarck shouted.
“Hey, beck home in Africa, you usually have to take what you can get.” Leone said as he finishes the apple, and throws the core toward a pile that has 9 others. “Anyway, do you two know a Andromeda Sparkle? I’m looking for her.”
“Why are you looking for Andi?” Tempest asked.
“‘Andi’? Are you her boyfriend or something?” Leone asked.
“What!? No!” Tempest said, blushing slightly.
“But you do know her,” Leone correctly guessed.
“Leone pal!” A brown minotaur that has a big build with a large stomach, a short purple beard, wearing a white beanie hat that has a red bull's skull on it and a red and a black jacket with red strip on both the front side that is zipped on his torso, called out as he runs toward the tree house. “I found where she lives!”
“Nice work, Taurus.” Leone said as he stand up. “You two, give her a message. Tell her that I, Leone Lulamoon, challenges her to a duel. Meet me at the outskirts of this farm in 24 hours.”
“What if we don’t tell her, and what if she refuses?” Tempest asked.
“Oh, I think you’ll tell her, and she will accept. Otherwise,” Leone said as he horn begins to glow green. The wind then begins to pick up rapidly, which the two stallions take notice of.
“What the hay?” Bismarck asked as the wind grows faster and faster until a tornado appears in front of them, it being strong enough to pull some apples from the surrounding trees.
“If she doesn't show, I’ll destroy the farm with my tornado. Now get going!” Leone shouted as the tornado picks the two up and tosses them toward the barn house.
“That should get her attention, Leone buddy,” said Taurus.
“Let’s get to training,” Leone said as he gets down. “Time for payback, Sparkles.”
==================================================================

Meanwhile, over near the Apple Family barn, Applejack is repairing a broken door. “Almost finished,” she said as she nails in the doors mechanism. Suddenly, Radiance run up to her. “Radiance, what’s wrong, sugarcube?
“A tornado suddenly appeared at the kids clubhouse,” Radiance answered. “Bismarck went there to check if Bucky was.”
“What!?” Applejack said, very worried now.
“A little help please.” A familiar voice said in a country accent. Looking up, the two mares see Tempest and Bismarck hanging in the tree.
“We kinda have something important to tell Andromeda.” Tempest said. Suddenly, the branch he’s on gives way, and he falls to the ground hard. “Ow!”
==================================================================

At the Friendship Rainbow Castle, Andromeda and the Cutie Mark Crusaders are resting in the library, exhausted from the day of chores they had to do. “Well, Andromeda, Orion, I think you two have paid you debt.” Twilight said as she enters the room, carrying 5 plats of food.
“Finally!” Both Andromeda and Orion said. Suddenly…
“Excuse me, Princess Twilight,” said a servant as she enters the library. "Your daughter's friends are at the gat and they request seeing her."
"Please, let them in," Andromeda said. At that, the servant leaves.
“Who do you think is at the door?” Peach asked, only to get her answer when Radiance, Bismarck and Tempest come running in.
“Andromeda! We have something important to tell you,” Tempest said as he hovers above Andromeda.
“What? What is it?” Asked Andromeda.
“There’s this new unicorn in town,” Bismarck answered.
“He’s a really mean one. He can create a tornado with almost no wind,” Radiance added.
“And he called you out, Andi,” Tempest finished. “He wants to duel you tomorrow at noon.”
After a few minutes of silence, with Andromeda open jawed, her reaction is only three words. “Say what now?”
==================================================================

Night has fallen, and Leone is on the outskirts of the Everfree Forest, training. Leone has created a tornado, tearing out trees and boulders, ready for his duel with Andromeda. “I’m coming for you Andromeda!” He shouted as the trees and boulders are torn to shreds.
==================================================================

“How can I sleep when I have a duel tomorrow?” Andromeda asked her mother, pacing around her room.
“Just calm down.” Twilight tried to reassured. “All we know is that this Leone guy wants to duel you, and that he can create tornados. Whenever I was in a duel, my friends gave me their support.”
“Mom, just because Leone said ‘duel’, doesn't mean it will be a ‘magic duel.’”
“Relax. You just have to figure out his style of magic, and then you can beat him,” Twilight said as she heads for the door. “Now, good night and get some sleep. You’ll need it.” Twilight finished as she closes the door.
“Along with a paramedic,” Andromeda said under breath as she gets to bed.
==================================================================

“He did what now?” Applejack asked her son.
“He’ll won’t stop unless he duels Andromeda for some reason,” Bismarck said.
==================================================================

“It’s gonna be at noon tomorrow at the outskirts of the Apple Farm,” Tempest said to not only his mother, but also to Pinkie, Berry & Cherry, Fluttershy, and Flora.
“Oh my,” Fluttershy said, “is he serious?”
“I think so,” Tempest answered. “He’ll threaten the whole farm with a tornado if Andromeda doesn't show.”
==================================================================

The next day is a very windy one, the lowest wind speed being 20 MPH. Just outside of Sweet Apple Acres, Leone is waiting by the gate, with Taurus behind him eating some apples. “Hey!” Applejack yelled as she runs toward the minotaur.
“Whoops! Sorry, I’ll pay,” Taurus said as he empties his pocket and gives Applejack 20 bits.
“If it ain’t the Element of Honesty,” Leone said as he glares at the country mare, while her two sons walk, Bismarck glaring back, while Bucky recognizes Taurus from yesterday. “Where’s Andromeda?”
“On her way,” Bismarck said, knowing Andromeda won’t abandon her friends so easily.
“Hey!” A voice from down the road called. The four ponies and minotaur turn around and see Andromeda walking their way, with her mother and brother not far behind. “Looking for me?”
“I am,” Leone said as he smirks. “The rules are simple: the first one of use who gets their opponent out of the arena or knocks them out cold first wins.” Leone said as he creates a 50-foot diameter circle around him with his magic and a stick, while the others arrive.
“That doesn't sound like a normal duel,” Rainbow said.
“This isn’t going to be like the magic duels you’re all familiar with,” Leone pointed out as Andromeda steps into the circle.
“Ready when you are,” Andromeda said to the azure unicorn.
“All right then, let’s get started,” Leone said as he takes on a fighting stance. “3…” He said as Andromeda takes on a more defensive stance instead, not really sure what he’s up to.
“2…” She said as her horns begin to glow, while everyone else takes a step back, the tension growing by the second. “1 … GO!” Both Andromeda and Leone said as she fires a blast of magic at Leone. However, Leone jumps up into the air a split second after Andromeda fires, and avoids the attack. “What!?”
“Ha! You're a total ammeter when it comes to these duels, Andromeda,” Leone said as his horn begins to glow. “Your never supposed to attack on your first move unless that’s you're fighting style.”
“Uh…”
“What's wrong, Andi? If you think you can find a way to last this out by doing a simple spell that anyone can learn like that, you won’t last a minute in the real dueling world.” Leone said as he himself charges a spell.
“Let’s try that again,” Andromeda said as she charges another blast.
That’s right. Keep going on the offensive. Leone thought to himself. Andromeda then fires, but the blast just breezes by Leone.
“Huh? What just happened?” Orion asked.
“What! How?” Andromeda asked.
“In case none of you haven't noticed yet, my special talent is wind manipulation,” Leone said to the group. “I can turn a genteel breeze into a deadly hurricane.”
“Why you! You knew the pegasi would make this a windy day, didn’t you!” Andromeda said to Leone, having caught on to his plan.
“You need to wise up, Andromeda,” Leone said. “In a real fight, you need to do anything that will give you the advantage. You need to rely on your warriors spirit as much as your smarts and magic if you want to survive in the real world.” Suddenly, the wind picks up to a new level.
“What now?” Andromeda asked as he friends and family get pushed back.
“You go show her you best spell, Leone!” Taurus cheered.
“‘Best spell’? What spell?” Andromeda asked.
“Remember when I said you need to create your own spells in order to survive? This is mine: the Lion Gale Force Wall!” Leone shouted as a tornado appears, pulling out clouds from above and apples from nearby trees.
“This is bad!” Orion said as they see Andromeda slowly being pulled into the vortex.
“I got to hang on!” Andromeda said, when she notices that some leaves are staying in a single spot above Leone, since he’s at the center of the tornado. Andromeda then gasps when she realizes something, and remembers what her mother said last night. “I have to figure out his style of magic. So far, he’s been using a tornado to block my attacks and keep me at bay. That means his style is a defensive one.”
“What’s the matter, Andromeda?” Leone asked. “Lion got your tongue? ‘Cause I got you.”
“Not yet!” Andromeda barked back.
“What was that?” Leone asked, while the others look, wondering what Andromeda is up to now.
“The duel is not over until the last pony is still standing in the stadium. And that will be me!” Andromeda said as she begins to run toward the tornado, which shocks everyone.
“What is she doing!?” Tempest asked.
“Ha! You foal, if you charge in like that, it’ll be over,” Leone said as Andromeda is swept up by the tornado.
“Andromeda!”
“Todays forecast: high winds with a 100% chance of Andromeda losing,” Taurus said.
“Not quite!” Andromeda shouted from above.
“Huh?” Everyone asked. They then see Andromeda fire a blast of magic down toward Leone before she falls. Much to the shock of Leone, Andromeda’s blast isn’t being diverted away, but appears to be getting stronger. The blast manages to hit right in front of Leone, which sends him flying out of the improvised stadium, and he and Andromeda both land at the same time.
“Whoa! Andromeda, that was amazing,” Orion said as he runs over toward his sister.
“To bad it was a tie.” Andromeda said as she gets back up.
“Your just lucky that I was holding back, Andromeda.” Leone said as he gets up, which shocks the group. “But that doesn't mean I will give up anytime soon,” Leone said as he walks toward Taurus. “Taurus, I’m gonna go train in the Everfree Forest for the next few days. In the meantime, I want you to keep an eye on her till I get back.”
“Leave it to me, Leone!”
“Wow, those two sure do talk fast,” Pinkie said as they see Leone leave, while Taurus runs up to them. However, none of them notice a short unicorn with a dark purple coat, blue mane that's tied back into a braided pony tail, wearing a purple kimono with a red trim, yellow cuffs and a dark orange circle with a red gecko along with a green jade prayer bead necklace, is watching them from the top of a tree several yards away.
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A New Adventure Begins

“I still can’t believe you fought in a duel, Andromeda!” Both Berry and Cherry Pie said, a day having pasted since Andromeda and Leone’s duel. She, along with her friends, and Taurus who’s keeping an eye on her from Leone’s orders, are in the castles library.
“I can’t believe I got out of it with only a few scratches and bruises.” Andromeda said as she puts some Aloe Vera on a bruise. “But man, am I tired. That dueling takes it out of you.”
“I actually thought mom was gonna have a heart attack when she saw that bruise,” Orion said.
“Where is your mother, anyway?” Taurus asked.
“Celestia and Luna called both her and our moms to Canterlot this morning,” Radiance answered. Suddenly, they hear a loud grumble from Taurus’ stomach, which makes him blush.
“Uh, oops.” He sheepishly said.
“Don’t worry, we’ll go over to Sugarcube Corner and get something for us to eat.” Berry said as he and Cherry hop out. 
==================================================================

In Canterlot, the capital city of Equestria, Celestia and Luna are in their throne room, observing a monitor as Bastion Yosets reads a few papers for them. “Matches to chose the representatives who will compete in this years World Duel Championships have already begun all over the globe, your Highness’,” he said as some pictures from other countries are shown to them. “Some areas like Brayzil and Europe have already begun their last matches.”
“Very impressive,” Celestia said as pictures of people riding elephants and dragons, and others showing griffins and pegasi flying across the sky are shown.
“From continent to continent, others are in the process of deciding representatives as well.” Bastion added. “The representatives for the China team have already been decided.”
“They’re the team that will face our representatives first, correct?” Luna asked.
“Yes,” Bastion answered. “Team Wang Hu Zhong.”
“We better pick up the pace if we’re gonna have a team ready to duel them,” Celestia said. Suddenly, the door behind them opens. Princess Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie all walk in.
“You summoned us, Princess?” Twilight asked.
“Yes,” Celestia said as she turns toward her fellow princess and her friends. “As you all know, the next World Duel Championships is approaching. Equestria will soon hold a tournament to choses the members for our team.”
“Yeah, we know,” Rainbow said under breath.
“Twilight, I believe that your daughter will be on the team,” Celestia added, which shocks Twilight.
“What!?” Twilight asked, while Bastion types a few things a nearby computer and shows a list of ponies.
“This here is the list of Equestria’s 20 most talented ponies who qualify to take part in the championships,” Bastion said. “Due to Andromeda’s attempts to recreate your time travel spell Princess Twilight, she is number one on the list.”
“Twilight,” Celestia continued, “I have noticed that your daughter has gotten unsure of herself since she tried to recreate the spell. I believe being the leader for Equestria’s representative team will be the best way for her to regain that confidence.”
“I … suppose you’re right,” Twilight said, still unsure herself. “I did notice that Andromeda seamed afraid and not very confident in her abilities when she dueled Leone yesterday.”
“Wait, your daughter has already experienced a duel?” Bastion asked.
“Yeah. Some unicorn named Leone Lulamoon challenged her, and it ended in a tie.” Twilight said. “But Leone said that he had been holding back, and then he went off into the Everfree Forest to do some training.”
“Hmm, it appears your daughter has found herself a rival,” Celestia said.
==================================================================

Back in Ponyville, Berry and Cherry walk into the castles library, carrying a few boxes of pastries. “Man, I’m starving,” Tempest said as he grabs a box.
“Hey, save some for me!” A voice outside said.
“Guys,” Cherry began to say, “on the way back, we ran into an old friend.” She said as a unicorn walks into the library. He has a sapphire blue coat, a pale gold mane with bright blue highlights as well as a strand of red dyed hair sticking out in between his eyes, which are cerulean. He also has a bow and arrow made of crystals for a cutie mark.
“Sagittario!” Both Andromeda and Orion said as they run up to the unicorn and give him a hug.
“Uh … guys, I can’t breath!” Sagittario said, which makes the two let go.
“Guys, you remember our cousin, right?” Andromeda asked her friends.
“How could we forget?” Tempest asked, remembering the last time they saw Sagittario. Suddenly, they hear a loud *gong* sound at the door, which scares everyone. The library door then opens, and they see a yellow, female griffin, with purple eyes, wearing a reddish-pink Chinese dress with a yellow trim, with pink heart buttons that are connected to each other by yellow strips. She also has a ‘ox horn’ hair style, holding the source of the noise, a gong. She rings the gong several times just to make sure she has everyone’s attention.
“Greetings, and a very good morning to everyone here,” she said as she does a little bow.
“Huh?” Everyone said, not sure how to greet their visitor.
“Is mistress Andromeda here?” The griffin asked.
“Well, I’m Andromeda Sparkle.” Andi said, which makes the griffin nervous.
“T-T-Today I come to invite a delivery - I mean to deliver an igloo … Um … To ignite another nation.” The griffin tried to say, while everyone just stares at her.
“What is she trying to say?” Sagittario asked.
“Oh, I’m getting all confused!” She nearly shouted. “Don’t laugh, Andromeda!” The griffin firmly said as she points toward Radiance by mistake.
“Uh, my name is Radiance.”
“Andromeda?” The griffin asked Flora.
“No, I’m Flora, miss.”
“Like I said, that's me.” Andromeda said as the griffin looks toward her. The griffin then pulls out a paper and right in font of Andromedas face.
“Take this from me, and right away!” The griffin said. Andromeda then takes the paper from her. “Accept this invitation and please be on time. If you guys don’t, I’m gonna cry. See you.” She said as she heads out of the library door.
“Hey, wait up!” Cherry said as she and the others head into the corridors after the griffin. They then see the griffin trip and falls over.
“Oops! Ouch! Too late, I’m gonna cry already!” The griffin cried.
“That was weird,” Berry said as Andromeda opens the folded paper.
“What does it say?” Tempest asked.
“Let’s see,” Andromeda said as she takes a closer look at the note, “‘Today at noon, come to the Grand Restaurant Plaza in Manehattan and wait there…’”
“The Grand Restaurant Plaza!?” Taurus suddenly said.
“Huh? You know it?” Tempest asked.
“Of course I do!” Taurus said. “It's the part of the city that has super fancy Chinese restaurants!”
“Super fancy?” Orion, Tempest, Bismarck, Bucky, Sagittario and Berry asked at the same time, the six of them imagining delicious Chinese food, drooling.
“You never had Chinese food this good before,” Taurus said to them.
“What do you mean? Have you ever been there?” Bucky asked.
“Me? Of course I had. Me and Leone had some when we first got to Equestria. And it was totally amazing!”
“Wow!” The six colts all said. “Tell us more,” Sagittario demanded.
“Just listen to the rest of it!” Andromeda yelled, scaring the guys. “Okay, lets see. ‘Today at noon, come to the Grand Restaurant Plaza in Manehattan and wait there. Chi-yun Li of Wang Hu Zhong.’”
“‘Wang Who Zhong?’” Tempest asked.
“Is that some kind of spice?” Sagittario asked.
“I bet it's a fancy Chinese dish,” Peach said.
“I eat a lot, and I never heard of it,” Taurus said.
“It actually sounds like a girl's name,” Flora said.
“It’s strange,” Andromeda said as she studies the letter closely. “Instead of an invitation, it sounds more like a…”
“It’s settled, I’m going!” Tempest said. “There’s no way I’m gonna miss getting treated to super fancy Chinese food. I don’t have any weather duties today, anyway. I cannot wait until its noon!”
“Ah’m with you on that one, partner!” Bismarck said.
“Count us all in!” Orion added.
“I’m up for it!” Taurus said.
“Let’s tell our families first, then head to the train station right away!” Berry said as all 7 boys run off, leaving the girls behind bewildered.
“Those boys and their stomachs,” Radiance said.
“I don’t know about this,” Andromeda said as she looks at the ‘invitation’ one more time. “This just doesn't look like an invitation to me. It looks more like a challenge letter.”
“Well, whatever it is, I’m not gonna miss a chance to have a fancy Chinese meal so easily!” Cherry said as she runs after the guys.
“No way I’m missing it either!” Said Peach as she goes after the others too.
“Peach, wait for me!” Flora said as she runs after her little sister.
“We better go as well,” Radiance said.
“Good point. Wait up, we’re coming too!” Andromeda said as she and Radiance run after the 	others.
==================================================================

In Manehattan’s Chinatown, the group are heading toward the Grand Restaurant Plaza, with Taurus leading. They all see that all the shops and restaurants have Chinese writing and symbols on them, all of them mostly run by griffins. “That’s a famous tea shop,” Taurus said as he points toward one of the stores. “And that restaurant is famous for their Mah Po Tofu. And that is one of the top 10 restaurants in Equestria!”
“Whoa!”
“Awesome!”
“Let’s check it out!” The Cutie Mark Crusaders all said.
“We’re here!” Taurus suddenly said when they reach a large Chinese gate.
“This is it, the Grand Restaurant Plaza,” Andromeda said, which makes Taurus’ stomach grumble.
“My stomach’s grumbling. I can’t wait!” Taurus nearly yelled as Sagittario runs toward the gate.
“Me first!” Sagittario said.
“Hey, wait!” Tempest said as he goes after Sagittario.
“Wait you two! It’s not noon yet, we’re too early,” Andromeda called out to the two, who suddenly turn around and walk back, sulking.
“What’s wrong?” Cherry asked.	
“It won’t open until noon,” Tempest said, which makes the others groan.
“I tried to tell you,” Andromeda said to the two.
==================================================================

After about an hour, Tempest, Taurus, Sagittario, Berry, Orion and Bucky are lying on the ground. “I’m hungry,” Sagittario said.
“I can’t take it much longer,” Taurus added. Suddenly, the doors for the Grand Restaurant Plaza opens, which surprises the group.
“The gate’s opening!” Berry shouted as he and the others get up and run inside.
“We may just survive,” Taurus said as they enter, only to find the place empty, with only a 50 foot circle in the center.
“There’s nothing here?!” A shocked Bismarck asked.
“Where’s all the food!?” Taurus demanded.
“I’ve been waiting for you, Andromeda,” a voice behind a giant gong suddenly said, which surprises the group, along with the gong ringing. They then see a short unicorn with a dark purple coat, orange eyes, a blue mane that's tied back into a braided pony tail, wearing a purple kimono with a red trim, yellow cuffs and a dark orange circle with a red gecko along with a green jade prayer bead necklace walks out into the light from one of the main building. “If you call yourself the worlds most talented unicorn, duel me! I am Chi-yun Li!”
“Awwww!” The group all said.
“Where’s the food?” Sagittario asked.
“What?” Chi-yun said.
“You heard him: the food!” Taurus shouted.
“We’re hungry.”
“Give us something to eat,” Orion then Bucky said.
“Yo, Mei-Mei!” Chi-yun called, the griffin from earlier running up to him.
“Yes?” The griffin, Mei-Mei, asked.
“Did you give them the message?”
“Yes, of course. They accepted the invitation and came right here so I wouldn't cry all afternoon. Am I right?” Mei-Mei asked, which makes Chi-yun groan from annoyance as most of the guys nod their heads. Suddenly, Chi-yun points toward Andromeda.
“I heard about your modified time travel spell!” Chi-yun said to Andromeda in a serious tone.
“Wait, you did?!” Andromeda asked, not sure she should be amazed or scared.
“That’s why I came here, to duel you, Andromeda. Daughter of the Element of Magic, Princess Twilight Sparkle.”
“Huh?” The entire group asked.
“I knew it!” Andromeda said as she takes out the invitation that Mei-Mei gave here out from her saddlebag. “This isn’t an invitation, it’s a challenge letter.”
“No lunch?” Taurus asked, trying to contain his anger.
“So does that mean you not gonna feed us?” Sagittario asked.
“But, what is this ‘Wang Hu Zhong’?” Andromeda asked.
“It’s our team name, hello,” Mei-Mei answered. “We are members of China’s representative team for the upcoming World Duel Championships X, Wang Hu Zhong.”
“Wow, you have challengers from overseas, Andi,” Orion said to his sister. “How cool is that?”
“Not cool at all!” Taurus yelled.
“Taurus!” Flora said to the minotaur.
“Calling us to a place like this at lunch time without having any food to offer … What is wrong with you people!” Taurus yelled.
“I don’t have business with anyone but Andromeda,” Chi-yun said as he claps his hoofs together. A gate to the groups left then opens, and see two griffins behind a few tables that have Chinese food on them. “You have my permission. Eat whatever you like.”
“Now you're talking!” An excited Taurus said as he takes a closer look at the food, and sees “Dumplings! Fried rice! Steamed buns!”
“Please, by all means, go ahead. Help yourselves to whatever you like,” Mei-Mei said.
“Y-Y-You are too kind. Way too kind. It all looks so good, but then I apologize for my tone earlier. Here I go!” Taurus said as he runs toward the food.
“Look at all that free food,” Orion said as he stares at the tables, drooling.
“Radiance, why don’t you go get something to eat too?” Bismarck said.
“Okay. I’ll save you some.” Radiance said as she goes to the table, where Taurus is gobbling up the dumplings.
“Doubt it. She’s eating for two now,” Bismarck said under his breath.
“What are you going to do Andi?” Tempest asked. “Your still soar from your duel with Leone yesterday. I’m not sure you can do that again two days in a row.”
“Let’s duel, Andromeda!!” Chi-yun suddenly said as he and Mei-Mei jump into the circle.
“Hold up!” Tempest suddenly said. “Andromeda isn’t in the best shape for a duel now!”
“Yeah! If you want to fight my cousin, you're gonna have to get by me first!”
“No, me!”
“Me!”
“Me!” Tempest said as he and Sagittario get into a short-lived argument.
“If you two just shut up, we’ll duel both of you,” Chi-yun said.
“Huh? What do you mean?” Tempest asked, while Chin-yun looks toward Mei-Mei, who looks like she’s ready for something.
“A two-on-two team duel will be a perfect tag-team practice for us.” Chi-yun added.
“Team duel?” Sagittario asked.
“What the hay is that?” Tempest asked.
“A two-on-two duel that’s over when one member of a team loses.” Chi-yun answered.
“Huh? When one member loses?” Andromeda asked.
“Once we win, you and I will duel, Andromeda,” Chi-yun added as he and Mei-Mei step into the circle.
“I guess we have no choice,” Tempest said as he and Sagittario enter the ring.
“You better not mess this up. Got it, wing boy?” Sagittario said to Tempest.
“I was about to say the same thin, crystal kid.” Tempest said to Sagittario. “We’re ready whenever you are.”
“Okay. Let’s have a good duel, okay?” Mei-Mei said as she and Chi-yun take on a fighting stance.
“Chi-yun Li? Just what kind of magic does he use?” Andromeda asked.
“So, what have you got?” Tempest asked.
“Show me your stuff already, will ya,” Sagittario said.
“Mei-Mei?”
“Ready,” Mei-Mei said as she and Chi-yun take the center of the circle, with Mei-mei circling around Chi-yun.
“What are they doing?” Berry asked.
“It’s called the Heaven and Earth Formation,” Chi-yun answered as Taurus and Radiance walk back up to the others, carrying a bag full of steamed buns, Taurus eating one.
“So, how’s the duel going so far, guys?” Taurus asked in between bites.
“Taurus. Radiance,” a slightly surprised Orion said, using his magic to take a steamed bun from the bag, knowing that there’s enough that Taurus will share. “Do you think that Chi-yun uses defensive magic like Leone does?” Orion asked his sister as Taurus offers her a bun.
“Perhaps, but why would a griffin, who are normally aggressive in a fight, taken on a defense position also?” Andromeda said as she takes a bit out of the bun.
“What gives?” Sagittario asked. “They challenge us to a fight, but won’t even attack.”
“I can’t wait all day, so I’ll show them my speed,” Tempest said as he charges at the two.
“Don’t count me out!” Sagittario said as he charges at the members of Wang Hu Zhong. However, the two quickly get out-of-the-way, and Tempest and Sagittario hit each other by accident.
“Ow! Hey, watch it!” Sagittario said to Tempest as they back off from each other.
“You should watch it!” Tempest said as Chi-yun runs around the makeshift stadium, with Mei-Mei quickly circling around him again.
“Am I nuts, or are they moving together?” Peach asked.
“You're right. They’re in formation,” Andromeda deducted.
“In formation?” Everyone asked.
“In a two-on-two duel, where when one member loses the team loses, a strategy that allows them to move together is much more effective. You won’t hit your partner for one thing,” Andromeda said as Tempest and Sagittario charge at the two from opposite angles again, only for the Chi-yun and Mei-Mei to dodge each attack.
“Tempest and Sagittario need to work together too.” Orion said as they watch.
“Those two working together? Fat chance of that happening.” Taurus said in between bites, making a very good point.
“But they got to, or they’re gonna lose, and then I would have to duel them,” Andromeda said, still a bit shaken from her duel with Leone.
“Move over!”
“Just stay still!”
“Now you’ve done it!” Sagittario, then Tempest, then both of them said as they charge at Chi-yun and Mei-Mei, only for the two to doe their attacks and hit each other again. “That’s why I told you to stay back!” Tempest shouted to Sagittario.
“You're the one who messed up, Tempest!” Sagittario shouted back.
“Hi-ya!” Both Mei-Mei and Chi-yun suddenly said. “Great Mountain Formation!” Chi-yun said as he uses his orange-colored magic to catapult Mei-Mei toward Tempest, who barley dodges it.
“Ha! It’s gonna take a lot more to surp-” Suddenly, Chin-yun sends Tempest flying with a magic blast, nearly knocking him out of the stadium.
“Now that’s corporation,” Orion said.
“Yep. And Tempest is in trouble if they do that again, unless Sagittario comes and helps him out, and fast.” Taurus added as he finishes his tenth steamed bun.
“I just need to defeat one of them first, isn’t that right?” Sagittario said as he charges at Chi-yun.
“It sure doesn't look like Sagittario is planning to help Tempest, does it?” Orion said.
“Solid Iron Wall!” Chi-yun suddenly yelled out. When Sagittario hits him, he bounces right off, while Chi-yun stays in the same place, completely unfazed.
“No way!” The group all said as Sagittario lands on Tempest.
“Ow! Hey!”
“Get out of the way,” Sagittario said to Tempest as they get up.
“That's my line, pal! Go get your own!”
“What just happened?” Bucky asked.
“I think Chi-yun did a shield spell or something,” Andromeda said with her best answer.
“Hi-ya! Heaven and Earth Formation!” The two said as Mei-Mei once again circles around Chi-yun.
“What are you doing to us?” Sagittario asked Tempest.
“You better get serious, and quick!” Tempest shouted at Sagittario.
“Chi-yun, despite his size, sure is a talented unicorn. Theres no doubt about that,” Andromeda noted. “But there’s a bigger problem to overcome in this duel.” Andromeda added as Tempest and Sagittario charge at the two members of Wang Hu Zhong, only for the two to dodge it and let Tempest and Sagittario hit each other, again.
“Not again!” Bismarck said.
“Tempest and Sagittario keep clashing with each other, which makes them lose their strength slowly each time. There’s no way they can win that way.” Andromeda said.
“Tempest! Sagittario! You can’t fight separately, you have to work together as a team!” Orion said to the two, who are glaring at each other, growling.
“Are you really planning on going to the upcoming World Duel Championships acting like that?” Chi-yun asked.
“The next World Duel Championships is happening soon?” Andromeda asked.
“Yes. I’m asking if you and your friends are actually entering the world championships with such a weak style.” Chi-yun added.
==================================================================

Back at the palace … “It all started when Twilight first became a Princess 30 years ago.” Celestia said, remembering the time all to well. “When people around the world leaned about that and her statues as the most talented unicorn in the world before that, they all wanted to become number 1 in their own ways, from flying to magic to dueling.”
“That is why it was decided that a World Duel Championships will be held once every three years.” Luna added.
“Yes, the World Duel Championships will be fought in teams, as you all know,” Celestia said to the group.
==================================================================

“Representative teams from each country will contain at least 5 or, at most, 7 members: 3 to 5 regular members, 1 sub-member, and 1 medical member.” Chi-yun added.
“Awesome!” Peach said. “I didn’t know there was a world tournament like that.”
“Me … in the next World Championships?” Andromeda asked.
“So I wanted to see your real power firsthand, before the championships. It seems I’ve wasted a trip since you’re too scared to take part in a duel.” Chi-yun finished.
“Hey, that’s not true!” Andromeda snapped.
“Whatever the case is, your two friends here are finished.” Chi-yun said.
“What did you just say?” Both Tempest and Sagittario asked.
“Work together, you two!” 
“Corporate with each other!” Berry and Cherry said to the stubborn stallions.
“Us working together?”
“That’s nuts,” Tempest and then Sagittario said.
“No, it’s not!” Andromeda said to the two. “Get into a formation like Wang Hu Zhong.”
“Formation?” The two asked each other.
“Humph! These two guys? This I gotta see,” Chi-yun said.
“Okay, you charge ahead as a decoy, and I’ll be right behind you,” Sagittario said.
“Why do I have to be the decoy? You should do it!”
“No! I don’t want to. You should do it.”
“You do it!”
“No, you do it!”
“No, you!”
“You!”
“You!”
“Aw, forget it!” They both said as they charge at the two.
“Again?” The group said.
“A pair of clowns,” Chi-yun said as he and Mei-Mei get out of the twos way, making them hit each other again.
“What are you two doing out there!?” Andromeda asked.
“Corporate!” Orion shouted.
“Get into formation!” Taurus added as he eats on his thirty-first steamed bun.
“Let’s end this right now. Mei-Mei?”
“Yes, sir!” Mei-Mei said.
“Uh, Sagittario,” Tempest said to his partner.
“Yeah, what is it?” Sagittario asked.
“Which one are you targeting?”
“Which one are you targeting?”
“You say first.”
“You say first!”
“No, you!”
“No, you!”
“Chi-yun! Oh boy, I knew it.” They both shouted at each other, then sigh when they realize who the other is targeting is the same as theirs.
“That’s why we’re telling you to corporate!” Bucky shouted.
“Make an actual formation already!” Andromeda shouted.
“No way that’ll happen.”
“Yeah, cuz. No way with this guy here.”
“We haven't even practice,” Tempest shouted at Sagittario, having had enough of the guy to last the next millennium.
“No time for that now.”
“Hi-ya! Great Mountain Formation!” Chi-yun said as he uses his magic to catapult Mei-Mei toward the two, and soon follows, charging a spell.
“Tempest! Sagittario!” Andromeda yelled out.
“Ha!” Both Tempest and Sagittario said. “You take care of Mei-Mei, then we’ll both get Chi-yun,” Sagittario said.
“Perfect plan!” Tempest said as, thinking and moving quickly, takes Mei-Mei by her arm and hurls her toward the sky.
“All right! They finally figured out how to work together!” Andromeda said.
“That’s right! Send Chi-yun flying like Mei-Mei!” Taurus cheered.
“Solid Iron Wall!” Chi-yun said as they make contact. The two are bounced back by several feet, nearly landing outside of the makeshift stadium. Unfortunately, Mei-Mei isn’t as fortunate as she lands right outside of the ring, winning Tempest and Sagittario the duel.
“With Mei-Mei’s stadium out, Tempest’s team wins!” Taurus said as he eats his fortieth, and last, steamed bun, but the two only sigh, not really satisfied.
“Huh?” The group asked as some of them walk up to the two, specifically Bismarck, Andromeda and Berry.
“It just doesn't feel right, does it?” Tempest asked Sagittario.
“No way.”
“We were trying to defeat Chi-yun.”
“That was the plan, but we only won because you took out Mei-Mei.” Sagittario said.
“True,” Andromeda said as she looks at the two members of Wang Hu Zhong.
“Humph!” Chi-yun said as he walks up to Mei-Mei. “Even if it’s by chance, a lost is a lost. Mei-Mei, you kung fu still needs work. You know that, don’t you?”
“Yes, sir. I promise to train even harder,” Mei-Mei said as she gets up.
“See that you do. Even though you're a sub, you're still a member of the team. Do not neglect your training.”
“Yes, sir,” Mei-Mei said, the others having heard of Mei-Mei’s status on the Chinese team.
“Sub?” The group asked. “Hey, sub is short for substitute, right?” Tempest asked.
“Yep,” Andromeda answered.
“Great, we had that much trouble going up against a substitute.” Sagittario said.
“Not good,” Andromeda, Bismarck, Tempest and Sagittario all said as Chi-yun and Mei-Mei begin to leave.
“Let’s go,” Chi-yun said.
“Yes, sir. Coming,” Mei-Mei said as she follows.
“We’ll be waiting for you in the world championships, Andromeda,” Chi-yun said to the purple unicorn, before the two quickly jump onto the building and disappear.
“So, that’s the talent level we can expect from the Chinese team, huh?” Sagittario asked.
“Apparently,” Andromeda said. “I wonder how many talented unicorns there are?”
“It’s a pretty big world, Andi. There’s bound to be tons of them.” Sagittario answered.
“Tons?!” Andromeda said, not sure she should be amazed of terrified.
“This'll be so great!” A pumped Tempest said.
“But Equestria’s team has’t been decided yet,” Orion pointed out. “How is that going to be decided?”
“So far, there isn’t any news about it,” Radiance added.
“That won’t be a problem” Sagittario said. “Bismarck, Andromeda and I will be the regular members. Cherry will be the medical member, and if he behaves, Tempest can be the substitute.”
“What was that?” Tempest asked. “Who is going to be the substitute?!”
“If you don’t want the job, you can just fly back home,” Sagittario said.
“Who do you think you are, talking to me like that?! You're the substitute!” Tempest shouted.
“No, you are!”
“Oh boy. Here they go again,” Taurus said.
“I still can’t tell; are Tempest and Sagittario too similar or too different?” Cherry asked.
“How do you think Equestria’s team for the upcoming world championships will be decided?” Orion asked.
==================================================================

“A tournament held at multiple stadiums to chose Equestria’s team for the world championships will be held soon.” Celestia said to Bastion as Princess Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie leave. “Notify everyone eligible in the country, Bastion.”
“Yes, your Highness.” Bastion said as he quickly leaves, in the opposite direction of where the six mothers are going.
“So, how do you think Andromeda will react to this?” Pinkie asked.
“I know one thing: she won’t like it very much.” Twilight answered.
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Its night in Ponyville, the stars that come out during Luna’s night sky are sparkling. At the Friendship Rainbow Castle, Twilight Sparkle, having just tucked Orion into bed, is in the main living area, when her husband walks into the room. “Hey, honey,” Twilight said as she gives him a peck on the cheek. “How was guard duty today?”
“Uneventful for a change,” Twilight’s husband said as he lays down on the couch.
“That’s good,” Twilight said as she gives him a try of steamed buns. “The kids went to the Grand Restaurant Plaza in Manehattan earlier today.”
“Good, I’m starving,” Twilight’s husband said as he takes a bit while Twilight turns on the TV, then they suddenly see DJ Pon-3 on-screen.
“Listen closely folks, ‘cause I got big news!” She said, getting the two’s attention. “Competitions to select Equestria’s reps for the upcoming World Duel Championships X, will be held all over the country at the same time in a few days from now! Do you hear me? Sure you do! Now pay attention ‘cause here comes the rules for this puppy: Winning because of a knockout earns, you guessed it, 1 point. Winning because of a stadium out earns, oh yeah, 2 points. But, continue to duel with all the time you have in the matches, which is 20 minutes. The four competitors who earn the most points will move on to the finals! So, ponies and anyone else, all around the country, come together at the arenas if you want to earn a ticket to the world!” With that, the announcement ends and goes to some drama movie.
“Oh yeah! I forgot the next World Duel Championships is taking place soon,” Twilight’s husband said.
“I remember when you first took part in the World Duel Championships I,” Twilight said. “Too bad your team didn’t win, but coming in second place is pretty good.”
“Yeah,” Twilight’s husband said, remembering losing to the Haywaiian team in the finals. “Who do you think is gonna be on our team?”
“Uh … How should I put this?” Twilight said, knowing who one member of the Equestrian team is.
==================================================================

A few days later, up in Canterlot, where there are three stadiums in total, … “The world! The World Duel Championships X!” An excited Taurus shouted up into the sky at Canterlot’s main stadium. “I’m going, and I’ll take on the world! Yeah baby!” He added before running off toward the rodeo stadium.
“What are you gonna do?” A pegasus asked his friend, who’s also a pegasus.
“We need to come up with a plan if were gonna earn the most points in the limited amount of time we got.” He answered.
“Good point. So it might be best to avoid stadiums where there will be strong opponents.” The other pegasus said, before the two fly off toward the stadium in Cloudsdale.
“Wow, there sure are a lot of ponies,” a pegasus with a pale blue coat, a brilliant orange and amber mane that looks on fire, dark gray eyes, and a flaming lightning bolt for a cutie mark, wearing the trademark suit for the Wonderbolts, said to Spitfire and Soarin, and a little pegasus filly that has a brilliant orange coat, a dark blue mane that has brilliant orange and amber highlights, emerald-green eyes, without a cutie mark.
“There sure are, Firestorm,” Spitfire said. “Just be careful, okay?”
“Mom!” Firestorm groaned.
“Coming through!” A young unicorn colt, at least two years older than Bucky, shouted as he runs up to the stadium. He has a fluffy yellow-orange mane that bangs over his forehead, light green eyes that look like their filled with joy, a white coat, and a sound wave for a cutie mark. The unicorn colt then bumps into the filly by accident. “Ouch!” They both said.
“Blaze!” Spitfire said as she kneels down and checks on her daughter. “Are you okay?”
“I’m fine, mom,” Blaze said as she gets up.
“Sorry about that,” the unicorn colt said as he gets up. “I just wanted to register before the matches started. I’m Yu, by the way.”
“Nice to meet you, Yu,” Firestorm said as he shakes hoofs with the colt.
“Arn’t you kinda young to be dueling?” Soarin asked.
“I’m a year above the age requirement,” Yu said. “I hope I can get back at that guy.”
“What guy?” Blaze asked.
“Some unicorn from the Crystal Empire who kept butting into the line I was always in, and taking the last thing before I could get it when I was at the last Crystal Fair,” Yu answered.
“Wow. You know how to hold a grudge then,” Firestorm said. “The last Crystal Fair was eleven months ago.”
“Yep. Hope to see ya in the finals, Firestorm!” Yu said as he runs inside.
“Wow, he talks fast,” Spitfire noted.
"He recognized you right away," Blaze said to her brother.
“Which stadium are you going to?” Soarin asked his son.
“I think the sky stadium downtown,” Firestorm said.
“Okay. Hope you take first place,” Blaze said as Firestorm flies toward the sky stadium as fireworks explode in the sky above each of the stadiums, as Bismarck, Bucky, Orion, Flora, Peach, Berry & Cherry, and Radiance, along with their parents, walk up to the stadium.
“Whoa! What a crowd. There are so many ponies here today,” Orion said.
“There must be at least 300 ponies here,” Rarity said.
“Actually, 295 are here,” Pinkie said, getting a confused look from Rarity.
“Where’s Tempest and Sagittario?” Rainbow asked.
“Yeah, where are they?” Applejack asked.
“Me, me, me!”
“Me, me, me!” Two voices from behind loudly said. They see that its Tempest and Sagittario, pushing at each other as they run up to the stadium, creating a dust cloud. “I’m first!”
“No, me!” Tempest shouted.
“Me!”
“Me!”
“Tempest! Sagittari-” Rainbow tried to say, only for the two to run past her really fast, which nearly makes her fall. “Tempest!”
At that, the two quickly backtrack to where their friends are. “Sorry about that mom,” Tempest said with a blush.
“Nice to see that you two are starting to get along,” a voice from behind said. Tempest and Sagittario turn around, and see Andromeda with her aunt and uncle, Princess Cadence and Shining Armor.
“Hey mom. Hey dad,” Sagittario said. “You entering the tournament, Andi?” Sagittario asked his cousin.
“I don’t think so,” Andromeda admitted. “I’m not sure I’m warrior material or anything like that.”
“Uh, about that Andromeda,” Twilight said as she and her husband smile sheepishly.
“You're … already on the team,” Andromeda's father said, which shocks Andromeda.
“WHAT!?!?!”
==================================================================

A few minutes later, inside the stadium … “Thanks for waiting everyone. Buckle up! Because the official competition to select Equestria’s international team starts now!” DJ Pon-3 said on a giant plasma screen, which makes everyone in scream in anticipation. The screen then shows some of the other stadiums taking part, including the competitors at the stadiums. “First off, due to a special ruling and her attempted recreation of Star Swirl the Bearded’s time travel spell, the Daughter of Princess Twilight Sparkle has already been chosen as a regular for team Equestria. Who will be the next one to join Andromeda?”
“I still can’t believe I’m already a regular member of the team,” a pouting Andromeda said to her parents in a booth above the stands.
“It was Celestia’s idea,” Andromeda’s father said.
“She thought that you have gotten unsure of yourself since you tried to recreate the spell. She thinks being the leader for Equestria’s representative team will be the best way for you to regain the confidence you once had,” Twilight said.
“Hmmm,” was all that escaped from Andromeda’s mouth.
“Oh yeah! Here, Andromeda,” Twilight said as she pulls out a purple colored electronic contraption that looks like a flat book-like thing with a white apple that's missing a pice on one side from a nearby bag with her magic, and gives it to Andromeda. “Consider this as an early birthday present.” Twilight said as Andromeda takes the contraption with her magic and opens it.
“No way! This is an Zapple Brick!” A shocked Andromeda said. “These won’t be available for another 15 months!”
“I got it after I saved the Apple company from a takeover,” her father said.
“It’s custom built for you. It has a 1500 mm camera, which can take the sharpest of pictures and videos, an analyzer for when you find someone or something you have a hard time understanding.” Twilight said as the countdown begins.
“Now, let’s get this party started!” Pon-3 said. “3 … 2 … 1 … GO!” The competitors and crowd simultaneously said, beginning the qualifying round. “So, the duels have begun at various arenas all at once! Remember, competitors, try to win as many points as you can in the remaining 19 minutes and 28 seconds and aim for the top four.”
“I need as may points as I can get,” Tempest said as he locks eyes on an opponent. “Better go for the two point win.”
“Look at Taurus,” pon-3 said, watching the matches at all the stadiums from a series of cameras and monitors. “Showing us his overwhelming strength, he earns 2 points. Berry and Cherry also earn two points! Firestorm has just now earned 4 points, but they’re sure to climb even higher than the sky!”
“All right, two 2 pointers!” Firestorm said on the monitor.
“Now, where is he?” Yu asked, when he hears some noise from the other end of the arena. “There!” The unicorn colt said as he runs toward that end of the arena, and sees Sagittario standing above some ponies he had already defeated. “Ha-ha! There he is! If I want to go to the world championships, I gotta beat that guy,” Yu said as he runs toward Sagittario, only for an older unicorn to get in front of him.
“Let’s duel, buddy!” The unicorn said to Sagittario.
“Hey, no fair!” Yu complained, when he is suddenly grabbed by another older unicorn and dragged to a free stadium.
“Found ya!” The unicorn said as he drops Yu at one end and quickly runs to the other. “Let’s duel, kid!”
“Awwww! Fine!” An annoyed Yu said as he gets ready.
“Everyone sure does want to go badly,” Twilight said as her brother and his wife enter the booth.
“Especially our son,” Cadence said as she and Twilight give a hug to each other.
“Ah see your son, and he’s doing well,” Applejack said when she spots Sagittario beating the unicorn, and Yu running up to the stadium he’s at.
“Ha-ha-ha! It’s about time!” A relieved Yu said. “It’s my turn now. Let’s do this!” Yu said as he runs toward the stadium, only for Bismarck to get in front of him.
“Let’s duel, Sagittario,” Bismarck said.
“Whoa! Bismarck, I didn’t know they knew each other. But still, it's no fair! No fair! No fair!” a surprised Yu said, when…
“Found ya!” A pegasus said as he grabs Yu and drags him to a free stadium.
“All righty then, there’s not much time left, duelists,” Pon-3 said as the plasma screen shows that there are 5 minutes left. With that, all of the competitors begin to duel really hard and fast, some of them beginning to cheat, others being defeated. “Three minutes left,” Pon-3 said as Taurus and the others push it into overdrive now. “Two minutes left,” Pon-3 added, while Firestorm defeats his 183rd opponent. “Pick up the pace, as there’s only 1 minute left!” Pon-3 said as Sagittario and Bismarck are still dueling, with Yu waiting behind Bismarck, having already defeated 150 opponents just by waiting for Bismarck and Sagittario’s duel to end.
“Aw, come on! Come on! Hurry up, Bis-Biz!” Yu said to Bismarck, who doesn't hear.
“Time to finish this!” Bismarck said as he takes his lasso and tries to lasso Sagittario.
“Don’t think so!” Sagittario said as he disappears, having teleported.
“Ugh! Ah hate it when he does that!” Bismarck said, when Sagittario grabs him by his leg and throws him out of the stadium.
“Ha! Two more points for me!” Sagittario said as Tempest, Berry & Cherry run up to Bismarck to see if he’s okay.
“Are you all right, Bis?” Berry asked.
“Ah’m fine,” Bismarck said as he gets up.
“That was a great fight, Bismarck,” Sagittario said. “Now, who’s up next?”
“Me! Me! Me!” Yu excitedly said as he runs into the ring. “I am, Mr. Butt-in-Ski.”
“What!? ‘Mr. Butt-in-Ski’?” Sagittario asked. “Wait, I remember you. Your not still made about what happened at the last Crystal Fair, are you?”
“Oh yeah, big time,” Yu answered. “Now I can get you back from the last time I saw you.” Yu added, which makes Sagittario chuckle a little.
“Good luck with that. Let’s do it!” Sagittario said with a serious face.
Suddenly, they all hear a whistle. “Time's up, stop dueling,” Pon-3 said, which makes Sagittario and Yu fall down in pure shock.
“Give me a break! That sucks!” Yu nearly yelled.
“That's too bad, but time ran out. That’s the way she goes.” Sagittario said, which makes Yu hangs his head low.
“Ugh, I can’t believe my luck!” Yu complained.
“Aw, don’t be so bummed out,” Sagittario said. “If you passed the qualifying round, I’ll be your opponent. Since I’m sure to have passed the qualifying round!” Sagittario said, laughing soon afterward, which makes Yu mad.
“Here we go, it’s time to announce the results,” DJ Pon-3 said, getting everyone’s attention. “The average number of points earned by the participants is 87, so you had to do better than that to make it. Which 4 have passed the qualifying round? Check it out!” Pon-3 said, making everyone who participated hold their breath as the top 20 are shown.
==================================================================

At one of the stadiums near Appaloosa, two unicorn mares who bear a striking yet disturbingly resemblance to the Flim Flam Brothers watch in utter anticipation, and see that they both won 143 points. “Ah, the Shim Sham Cousins fail to qualify, being at twentieth and nineteenth place.” Pon-3 said, which makes the two nearly fall over.
“What!?” They both said as the list goes up.
==================================================================

“Neeext!” Pon-3 said as the list reaches the top ten. “Berry and Cherry Pie also fail to reach the next level. Unbelievable.” Pon-3 said, which makes the two siblings nearly fall over due to them having won 203 points. “So many amazing competitors fail to qualify one after another, leaving only 7 remaining.” She said, making  Bismarck, Sagittario, Tempest, Firestorm, Yu, and … “Taurus, 270 points. Tempest, 294 points. And Bismarck, 295 points. All gone. Too bad, so sad,” Pon-3 said, which shocks the four.
“We didn’t make it!” A shocked Tempest said.
==================================================================

“Aw! How can that be!? I earned the most points in this arena! I should have made it!” Taurus screamed in the rodeo stadium, as two unicorn watch him.
“But there was an average of 87 points, and Bismarck earned 295!” One of the unicorns pointed out.
“And even that wasn’t good enough. This is a super high level competition.” The other said.
“Hold on, boys and girls,” Pon-3 suddenly said. “It’s time to announce the final four qualifiers!”
==================================================================

“In fourth place,” Pon-3 began to say as some music is added. “Yu, with 300 points!”
“In such a short amount of time?” Bismarck asked.
“How manny ponies did he beat to earn 300 points?” Rainbow asked in the booth.
“Aw man. I’m only fourth?” A disappointed Yu said.
“Next, in third place, having won 350 total points … Sagittario!”
“What!?” A stunned Sagittario asked. “No way! I’m not in first place?”
“And second place goes to, with 370 points … Firestorm!”
==================================================================

“Hmmm. So, if I’m not in first, then who is?” Firestorm asked in the sky stadium.
==================================================================

“What? Big bro is not in first!?” A devastated Blaze said.
“Then who is?” Spitfire asked.
“So who’s in first place?” Yu yelled, saying what is on everyone's mind.
“And on the top of the qualifying round …
==================================================================

… having won a whopping 500 points!”
“Five?! Did she say 500 points?” A shocked Firestorm asked.
==================================================================

“No way!” The Pie twins said.
“You're kidding me!” Yu said.
“For real?” Sagittario said.
“That’s an awful lot. Who could it be?” Andromeda asked, everyone in the booth just as shocked.
“And the winner is …” Pon-3 said as a picture of a unicorn with a dark green mane that spikes high above his head along with a ponytail that drapes behind his head, a brilliant azure coat, and sharp light green lion-like eyes that have long scars shaped like cross going across them is shown. “Leone!”
“Leone!” A shocked Bismarck, Berry & Cherry, and Tempest all said.
“Leone?” An equally shocked Andromeda, Radiance, Flora, Orion, Peach and Bucky asked.
==================================================================

“Leone buddy, yeah!” A very happy Taurus said.
==================================================================

In a stadium near Dodge Junction, about 250 ponies are all lying on the ground, having all been defeated by the Lion Gale Force Wall of Leone, the tornado roaring like a lion. “Boom! That's the scoop. The four qualifiers have been decided. There are four more tickets to the World Duel Championships X still up for grabs, two of which will be given to two wildcard entries which will be announced tomorrow. So folks, who will take them?” Pon-3 asked as pictures of the four qualifiers are shown.
==================================================================

At a hotel in central Canterlot, Sagittario is fast asleep on the bed he’s using, while his family, along with Tempest’s, Andromeda’s and Bismarck’s are in the main room. “Sheesh! Look at Sagittario, sleeping so peacefully like that,” Tempest said.
“I’m kinda glad I didn’t participate in the qualifying round,” Andromeda admitted. “If I had known that Leone was competing…”
“Calm down, Andi,” Orion said. “Besides, Sagittario made it past the qualifying round, so he has a chance of making it to the team.”
“Good point, Orion,” Bucky said, which makes Bismarck and Tempest hang their heads low.
“Oh, don’t be like that, you two,” Rainbow said to the two young stallions.
“We not trying to be mean.” Tempest’s father added.
“It’s okay,” Tempest lied.
“The two of you still have a chance,” Cadence said. “The Equestrian team will have two wildcard entries before the finals tomorrow. You just have to hope you luck doesn't run out.”
“Hey, that’s right!” Bismarck said.
“Nooooooo! I’m in third place!? You gotta be kidding!” Sagittario suddenly shouted. “Huh? A dream? Ugh, I can’t stand waking up from a nap tired. Nuts!” Sagittario added as he gets out of the bed.
“Yep, he’s still upset he didn’t took first place,” Shining Armor said as he and Cadence look on in embarrassment.
==================================================================

Out near the Wonderbolt Academy, Firestorm is on his home's roof, looking at the city of Canterlot in the distance. “Almost time for the finals.”
==================================================================

In the middle of the Equestrian badlands, on a blimp heading for Canterlot, Leone is at the foredeck of the public area, anticipating for the finals tomorrow. “Soon, Andromeda, I will show you more of my power.”
==================================================================

At Canterlot Central Park, which is not far from Princess Celestia's School for Gifted Unicorns, Yu is practicing. “Better get ready, Mr. Butt-in-Ski,” Yu said, referring to Sagittario. “Because I’m gonna fix your little red wagon and then go on to the world,” Yu said while chuckling.
==================================================================

It’s almost afternoon in Canterlot, and above one of the stadiums, fireworks go off as the final matches to choose the last members of team Equestria for the World Duel Championships. “So, at last, the finals to decide who will take part in the World Duel Championships X will begin.” Pon-3 said, which makes all of the spectators scream in anticipation. “The first match will be the spunky Yu, VS the one and only Sagittario! Mares and gentlecolts, the second match will be the amazing Leone, VS the cunning Firestorm.”
Up in a royal balcony above the stadium, Celestia and Luna, along with Twilight and her friends and their families, along with Spitfire, Soarin, Blaze and Taurus, watch as the spectators scream in anticipation. “I wonder why Leone is in the second match.” Taurus wondered.
“Don’t worry,” Tempest said to the minotaur. “With these four, no matter who duels who, it’s bound to be an exciting afternoon.” Tempest said as Andromeda pulls out her new Zapple Brick.
“Your gonna use you new Zapple Brick?” Orion asked.
“Yep. I want to try out the analyzer,” Andromeda said as she sets the Apple Brick up as Sagittario and Yu walk out into the arena.
“Go get em, Sagittario!” Orion and his uncle, Shining Armor, cheered.
“You too, big bro!” Blaze said, not caring that her brother isn’t dueling yet, while Sagittario and Yu head out to the 50 foot stadium.
“We finally get to duel!” An excited Yu said to Sagittario. “This time, I’ll make sure you won’t get in my way!”
“Ha! No matter what kind of moves you have, it won’t hurt me at all,” Sagittario said.
“Time to cut the talk and find out who will get a spot as a participant in the world championships!” Pon-3 suddenly said. “Ready! Three … two … one … GO!” DJ Pon-3, the two competitors and crowd all simultaneously said as Yu and Sagittario fire a blast of magic at each other. “Beating drums! They greet each other with a big bang! The first clash solves nothing,” Pon-3 commented as Sagittario runs around Yu, who is closely following. “Sagittario tries to flank Yu, but the colt is following close behind him. Unbelievable.”
“I got you now!” Yu said as he prepares another blast of magic.
“Don't think so!” Sagittario said as he teleports away, right when Yu fires.
“That tactic is Sagittario’s main bread and butter,” Bismarck said as Sagittario reappears behind Yu.
“He’s behind me?” Yu asked.
“Now I got ya!” Sagittario said as he fires a punch at Yu.
“Not quit. Sonic Shield!” Yu said as a small bubble appears around him, which stops Sagittario’s punch dead.
“Holy sound-speakers! Yu created some kind of shield which blocked Sagittario’s attack!” Pon-3 commented.
“But how?” Sagittario asked.
“Ha-ha! I know how to use magic that can manipulate sound, which means I can do things like creating a shield of solid sound around me.” Yu answered.
“Humph! Looks like your pretty good after all,” Sagittario said.
“Not just ‘pretty good.’ Now its my turn!” Yu said as he charges another spell with his light green colored magic. “Sonic Wave!” Yu said as he fries waves of light green light at Sagittario, who just barely avoids them. When they hit the group, the solid ground turns to dust in a nanosecond.
“Whoa! Yu’s blasts are raining down on poor Sagittario, who’s barley able to dodge them,” Pon-3 commented as Sagittario does his best to avoid the sonic waves.
“I can’t believe that little colt knows magic that allows him to control sound vibrations,” Twilight said as they watch the duel.
“You may know how to use sound magic like that, but I can teleport in an instant, like this!” Sagittario said as he disappears in a flash of deep blue colored magic.
“Fine, dodge this,” Yu said as he closes his eyes and concentrates. In his mind's eye, he sees how Sagittario teleported and sees a small flash of light somewhere else, one-second before he appears there. “There you are!” Yu said as he fires a sonic wave where a small flash of light appears, before Sagittario appears, who gets it by the sonic wave and sent flying.
“What!?” Shining Armor and Cadence both asked as Sagittario lands right at the edge of the stadium.
“Aw, so close.” A disappointed Yu said.
“You figured out where I was gonna appear at?” Sagittario asked.
“After watching the way you use your spells and how you moved for a while, I understood where you will reappear perfectly. This time I’ll finish it!” Yu said before he fires some sonic waves at Sagittario, who barely avoids them.
“Yu has just shown us the skills of a boy genius!” Pon-3 said. “He has read Sagittario’s movement and magic and is hunting him down.” Pon-3 said as Sagittario slips on the ground, having been turned to sand due to the sonic waves that hit everything in the ring.
“This is bad!” Sagittario said as he tries to get up, but the sand has become deep enough that it’s hard for him to move properly.
“Now’s my chance!” Yu said as he begins to charge another spell.
“What is Yu up to now?” Luna asked.
“You don’t think he knows that…?” Twilight tried to say, only to be interrupted by Yu casting his spell.
“Say hello to the Inferno Blast!” Yu said as a spot on the ground glows bright green. Suddenly, a giant geyser of bright green supersonic light erupts from that spot and shoots up into the sky, while creating a pricing noise that causes everyone to cover their ears.
“Ah! That’s … an Inferno Blast all right!” Celestia said as she tries her best to shield her ears, along with everyone else.
“Ah! My head!” Orion said.
“It’s making me teeth hurt!” Peach added as Sagittario is slowly be pulled in.
“Why am I being sucked in?” Sagittario asked, trying his best not to be pulled in, the sand making things harder than they should be.
“Thats’s because the super sonic light sucks anything in, and once any opponent is sucked in, the noise becomes so loud that they go unconscious,” Yu answered as Sagittario gets closer to the Inferno Blast closer and closer by the second.
“How is that possible?” Sagittario asked.
“This is a really advanced spell that few have mastered. In other words, Mr. Butt-in-Ski’s match ends here!” Yu excitedly said as Sagittario gets closer to the Inferno Blast.
“There’s no way Sagittario can escape that force. It’s next to impossible to resist it,” Twilight said.
“No, it’s not over,” Shining Armor suddenly said, getting the group's attention. “It’s in Sagittario’s eyes. He hasn’t given up yet!”
“Ah! Forget about it!” Sagittario yelled out. “Not like this! No! Not ever! There must be someway out of this! I just got to think,” Sagittario said as he begins to hit his head with one of his hoofs. “Think! Think! Think! Ow! That hurts! Oh, that was me.” Sagittario said when he realizes what he just did, which makes Yu laugh.
“Ha-ha-ha! Don't hurt yourself. It's hopeless no matter how much you think about it.” Yu pointed out.
“You're right!” Sagittario said, which surprises Yu. “Thinking long and hard about things just isn’t like me. I just have to believe in my power, by using all the power I have! I need to do a one point breakthrough!” Sagittario said as he charges right toward the Inferno Blast, which shocks his friends and family.
“What does he think he’s doing!?” A shocked Andromeda asked.
“You're so desperate that you planning a suicide attempt. Is that it? Nighty night, then.” Yu said, confident that whatever Sagittario is up too won’t work.
“Yeah, right,” Sagittario said. “The one who’s going asleep is not me: its you! Crystal Spell: Flash of Lightning!” Sagittario said as deep blue energy surrounds his horn. When it hits the Inferno Blast, a long red gash is created, which shocks Yu and everyone else. An explosion happens and Yu is sent flying out of the stadium.
“It’a a done deal!” DJ Pon-3 said as the crowd cheers for Sagittario’s victory. “Say hello to the second representative for team Equestria, Sagittario Armor!”
“How do you like them apples?” Sagittario said.
“I saw it, but I’m not sure what it was,” Taurus said as Andromeda checks her computer.
“He used one point,” Andromeda said, getting the others attention.
"What!?” They all asked.
“Sagittario focused all of his power and magic at the tip of his horn and broke through the Inferno Blast using all of his strength,” Andromeda said as she recreates the moment in her computer.
“I’m impressed,” Celestia said to Shining Armor and her niece. “Despite the way your son acts, he’s hiding plenty of potential.” Celestia said to the two as Sagittario jumps around a bit, saying that he won and that Yu lost.
“I can’t believe I lost to him in a match like this,” Yu said as he gets up, with Sagittario having overheard. “Oh well. Can’t be helped now. Whatever,” Yu said, not knowing that Sagittario is running toward him. “Nice job- WAHH!” Was Yu’s reaction when he sees Sagittario run toward him.
“Yu! That was swell fun! Wasn’t that a total blast?” Sagittario asked as he stops in front of Yu.
“Yes, we did have a really great duel, didn’t we? Yes, we did. I had fun too, Mr. Butt-in-Ski -- I mean Sagittono.”
“‘Sagittono’? What’s that?” Sagittario asked. “I’m Sagittario Armor!”
“No, you're not.”
“I’m one of the world's number 1 duelist! Understand? Sagittario Armor!” Sagittario shouted, which eventually makes Yu laugh hard.
“So, now only 3 spots as a representative for Equestria remain. The two wildcard entries will be announced before the second match,” Pon-3 said as the screen shows Leone and Firestorm. “Who will win in the end? Firestorm or Leone? Which one of them will win the duel for the last and final spot and earn their tickets to world championships?”
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In the arena, the screen shows a little news flash. “Let’s get a few things straight before we revel the two wildcard entires and continue onto the next match that will decide the next 3 members of team Equestria. In the first match, Sagittario Armor amazes all by breaking through Yu’s most powerful spell, the Inferno Blast. It was a fantastic display of skill and bravery. It was smoking hot! He will be accompanying his cousin, Andromeda, as the second member of Equestria’s official team. Now, there are only three tickets left. The two wild card entries will be revealed in a few minutes. And then the duel to decide the final regular member is happening soon after that. So, get ready for it folks! Right here, right now!” Pon-3 said, which excites the crowd.
Up in a royal balcony above the stadium, Celestia and Luna, along with Twilight and her friends and their families, along with Spitfire, Soarin, Blaze, Taurus, and now Sagittario, Yu and Discord watch as the spectators scream in anticipation. “Time to get it on,” Tempest said.
“Leone’s time.” Taurus said.
“You know, Andromeda, no matter who wins, you and Sagittario will get a great teammate,” Orion said.
“Yeah, they’re both amazing in their own right. This won’t be an easy duel.” Andromeda said.
“Which means it’s gonna be an amazing duel!” Tempest excitedly said. “Both Firestorm and Leone make Sagittario look like a total newbie!”
“What are you talking about?” Sagittario asked as he eats some potato chips. “As long as I, the world's number 1 duelist am here, that's enough. We don’t even need a third or fourth member if you ask me.”
“Ha! What’s all this stuff about number 1 anyway?” Taurus asked. “When it comes to points in the qualifying round you lost to Firestorm, and not to mention Leone.”
“Hey! Quit bringing that up!” Sagittario yelled. “During the qualifying round, I was fooling around with Bismarck so I couldn’t get as many points as I should have. If I had gone to a different arena like those guys did, I would’ve earned a thousand points. No, 10,000 points, and easily taken first place.” with that, Andromeda, Orion and Tempest laugh.
“Ten thousand points? Yeah right,” Orion said.
“Well, just you watch. Once the world championships begin, I’ll beat all the worlds strongest all by my lonesome. That’s what I’m talking about,” Sagittario added as he eats some more chips.
“If Leone makes the team, you can rest up,” Taurus said. “You won’t even get a chance to duel. But you can just have fun sightseeing, that’ll be nice for you.”
“What was that?” Sagittario shouted.
“You heard me!” Taurus shouted back.
“At least I didn’t lose in the qualifying round like you did!”
“Come again!? Don’t push it, pal!”
“Aw, come on!” Andromeda shouted. “Will you guys give it a rest already!”
“First off, the two wildcard entries have been called,” Pon-3 said. “The first wildcard, who came in fifth place in the qualifying round, is Bismarck!” Pon-3 said, making many ponies in the crowd cheer while Bismarck’s jaw drops, amazed he made it.
“Congratulations, Bismarck,” Applejack said to her son, who quickly regains his composure.
“The second wildcard, who came in sixth place in the qualifying round, is Tempest!” Pon-3 added, which amazes Tempest.
“All right! I made it!” A very excited Tempest shouted.
“Aw, rats!” Yu shouted, getting the group's attention. “I was hoping I was one of the wildcards, but since Bis-Biz and Tempy are the wildcards, my luck has officially ran out, and I was really looking forward to some big bad duels in the world championships,” Yu finished as he hangs his head low, while Bismarck and Tempest blush when they hear their new nicknames, which makes some of the girls chuckle.
“But you still have a chance to make the team, Yu.” Rarity said, getting Yu’s attention.
“Huh? What chance?” Yu asked.
“Equestria’s team for the world championships requires 5 regular players, and one sub member too. You were in the top four in the competition, so you still have a chance to make the team as a sub.” Rarity said.
“‘Sub’? That means substitute, doesn't it? I refuse to be a substitute.” Yu firmly said.
“So, at the end of the day, who’s stronger? Firestorm, or this Leone guy?” Sagittario asked, getting everyone’s attention.
“That’s a good question,” Tempest said. “Even from the short amount of time we knew each other from when I was on the Wonderbolts, I could tell that Firestorm fights with calm judgment and a well honed technique.”
“Right,” Andromeda said. “On the other hoof, Leone fights with a burning spirit and tremendous power, using the state of the environment to his advantaged. I know that from experience. It’s really hard to say which one will win. They’re both really talented ponies.”
“Yes, they each have such unique styles,” Twilight said.
“The answer is Leone!” Taurus firmly said. “He’s the strongest by a country mile!”
“But Firestorm is strong too!” Blaze said to the brown minotaur.
“But Leone is stronger!”
“It’s Firestorm! When it comes to overall power and speed, it’s definitely Firestorm!” Blaze shouted at Taurus. “Since I’m still learning how to fly, which means, if Firestorm loses, it’ll make me look even lamer.”
“You're not lame, Blaze,” Soarin said to his daughter.
“Anyway, the winner is gonna be Leone!”
“It’s Firestorm, I tell ya! It’s Firestorm!” Blaze shouted as she and Taurus lock horns with each other.
“Aw, come on. Cut it out guys,” Yu said to the two.
“Humph, can’t you kiddies play nice?” A voice right above the group said. Everyone looks at the voices origin and see…
“Chi-yun? Mei-Mei?” Andromeda asked when she sees the two members of Wang Hu Zhong sitting behind them.
“You two must be grumpy because you’re hungry,” Mei-Mei said to Taurus and Blaze as she takes out a couple of steamed buns from a bag. “Why don’t you try these, guys? Here!” Mei-Mei said as she force feeds Taurus and Blaze the steamed buns.
“That’s delicious!”
“Yummy!” Taurus and then Blaze both said after they ate the steamed buns.
“They sell these at a stall in the Grand Restaurant Plaza,” Mei-Mei said. “If you like them, you should all come by again.”
“Yeah, yeah,” Sagittario said, skeptic that’s the reason Mei-Mei and Chi-yun are here. “You came here to spy on us again, haven’t you?”
“To truly know your opponent, you must climb in his skin and crawl around for a while.” Chi-yun said, which freaks out Rarity, Fluttershy, Flora, and Cherry.
“Uh, that’s … gross,” Bismarck said.
“Learning about the strong and talented duelists in other countries is important. It is the key to victory,” Chi-yun added.
“He means that watching others duel is a part of training too,” Mei-Mei translated, throwing in a wink.
“All righty, let's get this party started, shall we?” Pon-3 suddenly said, getting everyone’s attention. “First, we have a veteran duelist, the real king of beasts himself, the one and only Leone!” She said as Leone walks out of one of the corridors and heads toward the stadium, having a determined look on his face. Andromeda gasps at the sight of this, having a small fear of Leone right now.
“Yeah! Leone! Leone! Leone! Take no prisoners!” Taurus cheered at the top of his lungs.
“When you said he was intimidation, you weren't kidding,” Andromeda’s father said to his family.
“He looks so determined and focused,” Twilight noted. “He looks like he’s in the zone.”
“Amazing!” Rarity suddenly said.
“What is it, mom?” Radiance asked.
“Leone has spent the last few days before the qualifying matches in the Everfree Forest,” Rarity reminded everyone. “And look at him. After spending all that time alone in the forest, the worst he’d gotten was a few tears on his jacket.”
“Hey, you’re right Rarity!” Applejack said.
“What do you think he was doing in the forest?” Tempest asked.
“To be honest, I don’t really want to find out,” Andromeda said as Leone takes his place at one edge of the stadium and smirks.
“Hmm, the world huh?” Leone said, remembering the training he had done in the forest.
==================================================================

On a ridge in the Everfree Forest, a pack of timber wolves are growling and snarling at something that is climbing the cliff face, having invaded their territory. The wolves then see a couple of hoofs reach the top of the ledge. They get ready to pounce on the intruder, until the see the intruders head, having burning red eyes to them. They quickly wine in pure fear as Leone, the intruder, climbs to the top, roars like a lion, and drops two weights that were on his back, both weighing 50 pounds each. Leone stares at the now petrified timber wolfs, before he turns around and looks at the forest from the ridge, and sees Ponyville in the distance, about 25 miles away. “This place looks so small and weak to me now,” Leone said, before looking up at the stars, and sees the constellation he’s named after, Leo. “Bring it on. I’m definitely going for it. If anyone is coming along for the ride, they better be careful. Because it’s gonna be a wild one!” Leone said as he creates several tornados below him, roaring as the tornados grow.
==================================================================

“I’ll show you all,” Leone said. “You can’t miss my overwhelming strength.”
“And next, the Wonderbolt Prodigy, the proud son of Spitfire and Soarin, the Eagle of the Wonderbolts: Firestorm!” Pon-3 said as Firestorm walks out of the other corridor on the other side of the arena, also having a series expression on his face.
“Go get em, Firestorm!” Blaze cheered.
“Firestorm’s got the right stuff too.” Orion noted.
For most of my life, I wasn’t able to do anything, Firestorm thought to himself. Even though I received top Wonderbolt training, I never really put it to use. But that's the past. My future is to take on the whole world. Firestorm thought, remembering training he had done.
==================================================================

Out on a ridge near the ocean, Firestorm in standing on a ridge. “Time to fly!” Firestorm said as he takes off at full speed, and cuts right through a wave. “Bring it!” He said as he cuts through a larger wave. “Win big!” He added as he cuts through three more waves. He then sees a large wave, about 5 stories high. “Win big, and this time I’ll fly freely, and soar into the skies of the world!” He said as he cuts though the large wave before heading back.
==================================================================

I don’t have time to stand still, Firestorm thought to himself as he reaches the stadium. I will win. I will win for both me and my family. Firestorm thought as he and Leone glare at each other, ready for the duel.
“It’s finally about to begin,” Celestia said.
“Man, the tension is so think, you can cut it with a knife,” Rainbow said.
“Go, Leone!” Taurus said.
“Firestorm,” Blaze said.
“Now, it’s time to find out which of these two will win and be chosen as the final member for team Equestria.” Pon-3 said.
“I couldn’t asked for a better opponent,” Firestorm said to Leone. “Let’s do this, okay Leone?”
“Humph. Cut the chatter.” Leone simply said. “I couldn’t care less about who my opponent is. Do you understand?”
“You shouldn’t so nasty, Leone. You might regret it.”
“Try and make me,” Leone said. “I’ll crush anyone or anything that dares to stand in my way!”
“I like that unicorn," Discord said.
"Time to throw down, boys! Ready? Three …” Pon-3 said as the two get ready, while everyone else holds their breath. “…two…one!”
“GO!” Both Leone and Firestorm said as they charge at each other.
“Go hard! Go Leone!”
“Beat him, Firestorm!”
“Both stallions charge immediately!” Pon-3 commented as Leone and Firestorm exchange a few blows with each other. “They’re locked in a fierce clash in the center of the stadium. What a great start for this amazing duel!”
“I’m gonna send you flying!” Leone threatened.
“Don’t think so!” Firestorm said as he takes to the air, and begins to use a hit and run technique, which pushes Leone to the edge of the stadium.
“He’s good,” Yu said. “His suit is absorbing Leone’s attacks really effectively.”
“A special suit that can absorb the worst of impacts,” Chi-yun suddenly said, getting Andromeda’s attention.
“He’s lured Leone to the edge of the stadium,” Tempest said.
“This is starting to get boring,” Leone suddenly said as he fires a blast of magic at Firestorm. But Firestorm dodges the attack and flies high up into the air, and dive down straight for Leone.
“There it is! Firestorm’s signature move!” An excited Blaze said.
“What’s that?” Leone asked. “That won’t work. Why wast my time,” Leone said as he prepares a spell.
“What is Leone up to?” Luna asked.
“Now Leone is gonna use his signature move,” Andromeda answered.
“Here we go. Lion Gale Force Wall!” Leone shouted as he creates his signature tornado, which stops and then redirects Firestorm’s attack.
“Now you can try Leone’s signature move on for size,” Taurus said.
“A tornado wall, huh?” Chi-yun asked.
“That spell is created by manipulating the wind by using the unicorns great power,” Mei-Mei added.
Hmm, those two can analyze spells and other things just by seeing it, Andromeda thought to herself.
“Humph, too bad for you, but I know all of your and the Wonderbolts tricks,” Leone said to Firestorm.
“Yeah? Same here.” Firestorm responded.
“Say what!?” Leone asked.
"I heard about that duel you had with Andromeda, so I know about this tornado of yours," Firestorm said as he charges at Leone at full speed.
“Firestorm is using one Wonderbolt technique right after another!” Tempest said.
“He’s using the Counter Stance!” Blaze said.
“What’s that?” Orion asked.
“It’s when a Wonderbolt prepares his or herself by becoming one with the wind with their movement and is able to glide past enemy attacks as a counter and produces a shock wave,” Spitfire answered.
“In order to use the Lion Gale Force Wall, Leone had to stop attacking briefly. Firestorm was waiting for that,” Tempest said as Firestorm imagines one of the ocean waves he used to train is in front of him.
“Time to cut through!” Firestorm said as he cuts through the wave, and then the tornado, disintegrating it, and smashes into Leone. But Leone only moves back several feet before he stops.
“Ha-ha-ha! You shown me a pretty good time, I gotta say,” Leone said to the Wonderbolt prodigy.
“Ah! I wasn’t going fast enough.”
“But, I’m done playing with you now!” Leone said as he fires a blast of magic at Firestorm, who barely dodges it as it creates some rubble form the ground behind Firestorm. “Anyone or anything in front of me…” Leone added as he fires another blast, the same thing happening. “Will be crushed no matter what!” Leone said as he fires another blast, with Firestorm barley dodging it as it tears out huge chunks from the stadium floor.
“Yikes!” Pon-3 said. “Leone attacks like a mad thing, but Firestorm dodges the attacks! Firestorm better fly like wind, though. Leone’s wild rampage is destroying the stadium.”
“All right! Here I go!” Leone said as he moves to the center of the stadium, and creates another tornado, this time picking up the pieces of broken rock and concrete into the air.
“What now?” Firestorm asked.
“Lion 100 Fang Fury!” Leone shouted as the tornado flings the debris toward Firestorm at high-speed.
“Lion 100 Fang Fury?” Sagittario asked.
“I told you Leone uses the state of the environment to his advantaged,” Andromeda said.
“Looking good! Go! Go! Go, Leone!” Taurus cheered as Firestorm does his best to avoid the rubble.
“As if you could hit me. I’ll just fly through it!” Firestorm said as he flies through the flying rocks with relative ease.
“Amazing,” Twilight said. “Firestorm’s slipping through the pieces of rubble just like some sort of dancer.”
“Their exchange of power and moves shows when their evenly matched.” Mei-Mei said.
“Even, huh?” Chi-yun said as they see Firestorm dodges the rubble. “I don’t know. This Firestorm’s way of fighting is just too clean.”
“I don’t have time to stand still,” Firestorm said as he flies through the rubble. “I’ll win. I will win, and soar into the world!” Firestorm added as he charges straight toward the center of the tornado, where Leone is.
“Bad move!” Leone said as the ground is suddenly torn open, which catches Firestorm off guard, and sent flying into the twister as Leone unleashes another attack.
“What’s that?” Blaze asked, only for her to get the answer from Leone.
“King Lion Tearing Blast!” Leone said as Firestorm is swept up into three F5 tornados.
“Firestorm!” Blaze, Spitfire and Soarin all cried, while Leone chuckles.
“Feel that?” Leone asked Firestorm. “That is my power. I told you, I don’t care about my opponent. I never stopped chasing down and crushing the enemy I find before me. That's the pride of the king of the beasts!”
“Wow! Awesome!” An impress Sagittario said.
“All right! He’s won it!” Taurus shouted.
"Impressive," Discord added. "I'm liking that Leone more and more."
“Thats it,” Chi-yun said.
“Huh? What’s it?” Mei-Mei asked.
“If their strength is equal, then in the end it comes down to who has the greater desire to win. As long as he tries to fight cleanly, he has no way of winning,” Chi-yun said, referring to Firestorm. Chi-yun then gets up.
“Your not watching until the end?” Mei-Mei asked.
“The duel is already decided.” Chi-yun said.
“Don’t give up, Firestorm!” Tempest called out.
“Firestorm!” Blaze called out as Firestorm is tossed around in the tornado like a rag doll.
And just like that … I lose. Lose? Lose! Firestorm thought to himself, having a sudden flashback to when he was three, when some strange creature bit him. Lose! Firestorm thought, blocking out all the noise in the stadium. No! No. I will win. Win. Win! Win and win! Firestorm thought as a strange darkness begins to overcome him.
“Firestorm appears to have no answer for Leone’s awesome tornados,” Pon-3 said. “Unbelievable. Is this duel over already?”
“Thats right! It’s over!” Leone shouted. “I’ll finish this right now!”
“Count me out?” Firestorm suddenly asked, getting Leone’s attention.
“What?” Leone asked when he sees Firestorm being engulfed by a dark aura.
“Don't count me out!” Firestorm yelled as the dark aura makes the tornado dissipate.
“What!?” Leone and most of the group asked.
“I will not lose!” Firestorm screeched as he crashes down onto Leone, who just barely puts up a shied to protect himself from this new and dangerous power. Firestorm doesn't stop, though. The Wonderbolt Prodigy just keeps going, which begins to make the ground beneath them crack.
“What is this?” Leone asked.
“I’ll win. I’ll win! Win! Win!” Firestorm said as Chi-yun and Mei-Mei watch from one of the corridors in the stands. “Win! Win! I will win!”
“Firestorm, what’s happening to you out there?” Soarin asked.
“This is the first time … I’ve seen him like that,” Tempest said.
“Firestorm!” Blaze quietly said.
“But what awesome spirit he’s got,” Sagittario commented. “Firestorm is totally unbelievable.”
“I … don’t want to … hear that right now!” A worried Taurus said.
“No more fooling around,” Leone said to the clearly different Firestorm. “I won’t be beaten by the likes of you!” Leone said as he prepares another spell, while Firestorm continues his assault.
“This … This is amazing!” Pon-3 said. “This is more then a competition of skill and power, it's about which stallion really wants it more!”
“I don’t know whats going on, but it's really cool. I don’t care which one wins, as long as they finish with a big bang.” Sagittario said, which annoys his mother.
“Sagittarius Armor,” Cadence angrily said.
“I know, I know. I should be more worried about their safety,” Sagittario said, while Andromeda checks her computer and sees something troubling.
“Oh, not good,” Andromeda said as she checks and then rechecks the data. “If they keep pushing it like this, their bodies wont take it.”
“What!?” Spitfire asked, worried for her son.
“Firestorm!” Blaze cried.
“Fight on, Leone!” Taurus cheered, worried for his friends safety.
“Give it up already, will ya?” Leone said as he prepares to fire.
“FIRESTORM!!!!!!!!!” Blaze cried out, which snaps Firestorm back to normal as Leone fires his spell, which sends Firestorm flying out of the stadium.
“Done and done! The winner of this fierce, epic duel is the king of beast, Leone!” Pon-3 said, making most of the crowd cheer.
“I … lost this?” A surprised Firestorm said as he gets up, and looks at one of his hoofs, remembering being take over by some darkness. “What happened to me?” Firestorm asked, while Chi-yun and Mei-Mei leave.
“Man, that was awesome duel, and they both got out of it unscathed,” Sagittario said.
“It was so close, either one of them could have won it,” Orion said.
“Well, at least we now know that Leone is the final member for team Equestria,” Celestia said.
“I’m not sure,” Andromeda said as she gets up and heads down to the stadium.
“Andromeda, where are you going?” Twilight asked as Andromeda follows Leone to one of the corridors.
“Leone, wait,” Andromeda said as she catches up to Leone, who stops. “Tell me, why did you enter this tournament. The last time we meet, all that you wanted was to defeat me in a duel. Now, you want to join the team I’m on? That's not the reason, is it?”
“You're right,” Leone answered, turning toward Andromeda. “The only reason I entered this tournament was to show you more of my power. Listen well. There’s only one pony in the world I want to defeat: it’s you, Andromeda! You alone.” Leone said as he points a hoof at Andromeda. “I’ll give you some advice for when you enter the world championships. Number 1: always hold back unless necessary.”
“Wait, were you holding back when you fought Firestorm just now, were you?”
“Yes, I was. Number 2: create your own spells and moves for when you face the best in the world. And number 3: Andromeda, until you face me, don’t you dare lose to anyone. We’ll meet again, on that great stage known as the world.” Leone said as he leave, leaving behind a bewildered Andromeda.
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Its late evening in Canterlot, and Andromeda is in her room in the hotel her family is temporally staying at until she and her team leave for the world championships. Why is he so obsess with defeating me? Andromeda thought to herself, remembering what Leone said to her earlier that day.
==================================================================

“You're right,” Leone answered, turning toward Andromeda. “The only reason I entered this tournament was to show you more of my power. There’s only one pony in the world I want to defeat, and that's you!” Leone said as he points a hoof at Andromeda. “I’ll give you some advice for when you enter the world championships. Number 1: always hold back unless necessary.”
“Wait, were you holding back when you fought Firestorm just now?”
“Yes, I was. Number 2: create your own spells and moves for when you face the best in the world. And number 3: Andromeda, until you face me, don’t you dare lose to anyone. We’ll meet again, on that great stage known as the world.” Leone said as he leave, leaving behind a bewildered Andromeda.
==================================================================

“Leone Lulamoon, just who are you?” Andromeda asked herself. “And why do you have such a grudge against us? I wonder if he’s her son.”
==================================================================

At the castle … “Because Leone has backed out, there is still one spot open on team Equestria.” Bastion said to Celestia and Luna. “What should we do now, your Highness’?”
“It’s not that big of a problem,” Celestia said as she looks at two files, the names on them begin Firestorm and Yu.
==================================================================

At Doughnut Joe’s shop, Twilight, Orion, Shining Armor, Cadence, Sagittario, Applejack, Bismarck, Bucky, Rainbow, Tempest, Rarity, Radiance, Fluttershy, Flora and Peach, accompanied by Yu, are having dinner, with Yu complaining about something. “Ugh, the only duel left for me is the one with Firestorm to decide the sub-member. Even if I win, I don’t want to be the sub!” Yu complained as he eats a chocolate doughnut with chocolate frosting and sprinkles, and whip cream with a cherry on top.
“Well, whining about it isn’t gonna help now, is it?” Sagittario said to Yu as he eats something called a dirt doughnut, which is a normal doughnut with vanilla frosting and Oreos. “It's not your fault to losing to me. Look, you were just unlucky to get me was all, the worlds number 1 duelist as an opponent. You were doomed from the very start.”
“Aw man! It just sucks! It sucks! It sucks!” Yu said.
“Hey, hey. The substitute is still an official member of the competitive team.” Twilight said.
“Whatever.”
“Hey, guys!” Pinkie suddenly said as she, Berry and Cherry run toward them. “We got big news!”
“What news, Pinkie?” Rainbow asked.
“Leone has backed out from begin the fifth member for the team, and there going to have the duel between Yu and Firestorm tomorrow to be the duel to decide the last regular member.” Cherry answered.
“Wow! Wow!” Yu excitedly said as he gets up. “If I win against Firestorm, I’ll be able to go to the world championships as a regular member!”
“Of course, if you lose you’ll be the sub,” Sagittario pointed out.
“Thanks for the news flash, Sagittono! Just remember, this is an important duel with Firestorm, so make sure you stay out of my way this time. You got it?”
“Huh? When did I ever get in your way?” Sagittario asked.
“Your joking, right?” A shocked Yu asked.
“Anyway, don’t worry about Sagittario,” Tempest said to Yu. “You should be worried about the match with Firestorm.”
“He’s right,” Rainbow said. “Firestorm will be fighting for the second chance to be a regular too.”
“I bet he’s coming to this match with even more attitude then when he dueled Leone,” Bismarck said.
“Firestorm is called the Wonderbolt Prodigy for a reason,” Tempest said. “He’s like an eagle, having both the smarts and speed of one. He’s even been called the Eagle of the Wonderbolts. If he comes at you hard, he's gonna be really though to beat.”
“You got a point there,” Yu nervously said.
==================================================================

Out near the Wonderbolt Academy, at Spitfire and Soarin’s home … “You saw what happened to him today, right?” Spitfire asked Soarin.
“We all did, Spitfire,” Soarin said, the two not noticing that their daughter is watching from the main hallway. “Some kind of dark power took control of him there.” Soarin said as Blaze enters Firestorm’s room. “Do you think it has something to do from when that … you know what, bit him?” Soarin asked, not wanting to say the word in case either Firestorm or Blaze are listening.
“I hope not,” Spitfire said.
In Firestorm’s room, Blaze sees her older brother looking out of his window, holding a cup of water. “Are you okay, big bro?”
“I’m not sure, sis,” Firestorm admitted. “What … happened to me?” Firestorm asked, remembering every moment of what happened. “I didn’t want to lose to Leone. I wanted to win. Win no matter. When I was overcome with those intense feelings, a pitch black darkness came over me. I lost myself in it. But you brought me back, Blaze.”
“I did?”
“Yep. When you called out my name so hard, it snapped me back to my senses. But, what was that darkness?” suddenly, the two hear a piercing screech  outside. The two see that an eagle outside made the screech.
“Wow! An eagle!” Blaze said as the eagle does another cry, making ripples in Firestorms cup.
“Ripples? Vibrations. Odd.”
==================================================================

The next day at the Canterlot arena, the final match is about to begin. “Is everypony pumped? Good, because since Leone has decided to not join team Equestria, we still have one spot open. And there’s gonna be one smoking duel to see who gets it!” Pon-3 said to an ecstatic crowd. “All right, let’s see who’s gonna be that final regular member! Is it gonna be the little dude with the big power, Yu…” Pon-3 said as Yu runs up to the stadium, while Firestorm runs up to the other end of the stadium. “Or the guy from the sky, Firestorm? It's the last chance for both. A duel for the ages!”
Up in a royal balcony above the stadium, Celestia and Luna, along with Twilight and her friends and their families, along with Spitfire, Soarin, Blaze, Taurus, and Sagittario watch as the spectators scream in anticipation. “There’s no tomorrow, guys,” Orion said to the two in the royal balcony.
“Come on! Give it all you got!” Sagittario added.
I just got to watch and learn, Andromeda thought to herself, knowing that she needs to know as much about dueling she can learn for her eventual rematch with Leone.
“Firestorm, just to be clear, I came here to win this thing,” Yu said.
“Sorry, Yu, but that's not going to happen.” Firestorm said.
“Oh, yes it is! I have to win,” Yu said as they step into the ring. “If I have to keep listening to Sagittono talk down to me, I’m gonna lose it! You're going down, Firestorm.”
“Ready?” Pon-3 suddenly asked. “3 … 2 … 1 … GO!” everyone said as Firestorm and Yu charge with equal speed, with Firestorm going straight to the offense and attacks Yu, who manages to dodge it. “Oh, Firestorm is taking the fight to Yu, but the little guy keeps dodging. Man, that's fast.” Suddenly, Yu gets behind Firestorm. “Flying monkeys! Yu has somehow circled behind Firestorm.”
“That’s not all I’m gonna do. Sonic Wave!” Yu said as he fires a light green colored wave at Firestorm, who barely avoids them as the Sonic Waves turn the ground to sand. “Run if you want to, that won’t happen for long. Sonic Buster!” Yu said as the ground around him begins to turn to sand.
“Yu’s turning the ground into sand?” A surprised Twilight asked as Andromeda takes out her Zapple Brick.
“It’s some kind of sand trap,” Andromeda said.
“Looks like Firestorm is having a bad day at the beach,” Pon-3 said as Firestorm begins to sink into the sand, until he flies out of it. “Whoa! Firestorm is flying over the sand now!”
“Now its my turn,” Firestorm said as he jumps into the air and lands behind Yu. “I’m gonna stick close to you like a dirty shirt.” Firestorm said as he tries to attack Yu, who tires to doge as best he can.
“Give me some room to breathe here! Back off, why don't ya?” Yu said as he runs, only for Firestorm to stay close behind.
“I’m gonna stay on top of you!” Firestorm said as he gains up on Yu.
“Oh, that's so annoying!” Yu shouted.
“Firestorm is handling this brilliantly,” Andromeda said.
“What do you mean?” Sagittario asked. “Couldn’t Yu just use that Inferior Blah thing, or whatever the little guy calls it?”
“It’s called the ‘Inferno Blast,’ cuz,” Orion said to his cousin.
“Pay attention, there may be a quiz later,” Twilight said to her nephew, who chuckles nervously.
“Moving on,” Andromeda said. “If Firestorm keeps using those close rang strikes over and over, Yu can't use the Inferno Blast.”
“Thats my big bro for ya!” Blaze proudly said.
“Having fun yet?” Firestorm asked. “It must be a drag not being able to use you strongest spell.”
“Are you really sure I can’t use it?” Yu asked.
“Well, if you still can, show me what you got!” Firestorm said as he rushes toward Yu.
“Carful what you wish for, you might just get it! Sonic Shield!” Yu said as a light green bubble appears around him, which sends Firestorm back several feet. “Time to do it!” Yu said as he prepares his spell, while everyone in the arena quickly covers their ears, knowing whats going to happen.
“Here it comes,” Celestia said as Yu gets ready to cast the spell.
“Buckle up everyone. Inferno Blast!” Yu said as a spot on the ground in front of him glows bright green, followed by the giant geyser of bright green supersonic light erupting from that spot and shooting up into the sky, while creating a pricing noise. “Yeah, that looks like it’s working all right. Ha-ha-ha!” Yu laughed as Firestorm is quickly sucked in.
“Firestorm is being sucked in!” Pon-3 commented. “That sand trap is really effective. Sinking deep and fast, will this be the end of Firestorm?”
“I don’t think so,” Firestorm said with a smile. “Its working out just like I planned it.” Firestorm added, while Tempest realizes something.
“I just remembered. Firestorm has broken through an Inferno Blast once before,” Tempest said.
“Wait, he did?” Orion asked.
“Big deal, so did I.” Sagittario said.
“Yeah. A unicorn criminal who escaped from a prison used it against Firestorm when he was ordered to capture him. He beat it by setting his suit to give off the same frequency as the Inferno Blast does.” Tempest said.
“Of course!” Andromeda said. “By having his suit send out vibrations that have the same wavelength as the Inferno Blast, he can cancel out the spells power altogether.”
“I get it,” Blaze said. “Firestorm was yanking Yu’s chain on purpose to make him use the Inferno Blast.”
“Time to cut through! Once inside, Yu is completely defenseless,” Firestorm said as he charges toward the Inferno Blast.
“Is that right?” Yu asked, before he puts on a smile. “I don’t think so. I heard about that guy you beat who knows how to do an Inferno Blast. Did you think I would be dopey enough to make the exact same mistake that guy made. I knew what you were up to from the start. I wasn’t born yesterday, dude.” Yu said. Suddenly, right when Firestorm was about to bust through the sound wall, it changes color from light green to bright yellow.
“What the?” a surprised Luna asked.
“The color of the light change,” an equally surprised DJ Pon-3 said as Firestorm enters the Inferno Blast. He then begins to scream in pain as he covers his ears.
“Firestorm!” Spitfire, Soarin and Blaze all cried. “What just happened?” Blaze asked.
“No way!” A shocked Andromeda said. “The frequency of the Inferno Blast changed.”
“What?!” Twilight asked.
“Yu change the frequency? I thought that was impossible,” Celestia said, when Taurus suddenly gasps.
“Just look at that!” Taurus said as he points toward the stadium, where the Inferno Blast changes colors again, this time changing to red, then to purple, then becoming a barrage of colors. “There’s a rainbow in the stadium. It’s so pretty!”
“How can he just change the frequency randomly?” Firestorm asked, trying his bet not to black out.
“Because I’m awesome!” Yu said. “So now, still think your suit gives off vibrations with the same wavelength as the Inferno Blast? I don’t think so, pal. Therefor, I win. The regular spot is all mine!”
“Poor Firestorm,” Pon-3 said. “He’s stuck in a very pretty trap indeed. He has to find a way out, before he runs out of gas.”
It can’t be. I lose again? “I don’t think so. No yet!” Firestorm said, when he sees the sand below vibrating to the Inferno Blast, and remembers what the eagle’s cry did with his cup. Calm down and think. A pegasus’ wings can rid any wind to soar through the sky. Firestorm thought as he closes his eyes, folds his wings like when he’s flying fast, and spreads out his wings.
“What are you doing?” Yu asked. “Let’s get this show on the road. Just suck it up and conceive the match already, will ya?”
Let yourself go, to the wavelengths of the Inferno Blasts vibrations. Go with them, Firestorm thought.
“Well, it sure looks like Yu is going to win this thing.” Sagittario said.
“Whoa! Hang on a sec!” Andromeda suddenly said when she sees something odd about the data she’s getting from Firestorm. “What’s this?”
“What is it, Andi?” Tempest asked, when a white swirl appears beneath Firestorm, which gets everyone’s attention.
“What is that swirling thingy?” Yu asked.
“Whoa! ¿Qué ha pasado ahí? I don’t know what that swirl is, but it’s getting bigger. That is for sure.” Pon-3 said.
“That’s it! Resonance!” Andromeda said.
“‘Resonance’?” Radiance asked.
“Right. Instead of fighting against the waves of the Inferno Blasts vibrations, Firestorm is letting himself go and resonating with that.”
“That’s impossible!” Twilight said.
“Changing the frequency of the Inferno Blast was thought to be impossible too, mom.” Andromeda pointed out. “Anyway, by giving up resistance, no matter how Yu changes the wavelength, Firestorm can quickly respond. As a matter of fact, with Firestorm resonating, the vibrations given off by the Inferno Blast have doubled.”
“They doubled?” Berry asked.
“They have. So he’s increasing that power,” Andromeda said.
“He must be planning to use that power against Yu,” Tempest said.
“Uh, oh! Not good!” Yu said when he realizes whats going on.
“This is the way I do battle!” Firestorm said as he opens his eyes and flies toward Yu. “Time to fly over the rainbow and on to victory!” Firestorm said as the swirl hits the ground, destroying the rainbow-colored Inferno Blast and sending Yu flying out of the stadium.
“What in the name of Celestia went down out there?” Pon-3 asked, only to get her answer when she sees Yu outside of the stadium, and Firestorm standing triumphantly in the center. “Whoa! It’s all over! Firestorm wins it! The winner of this unbelievable duel, the newest regular member of team Equestria, is Firestorm!” Pon-3 said, which makes the crowd cheer.
I won, without forgetting who I am, Firestorm thought as Yu gets up. That’s success.
“Aw, rats!” Yu said. “Firestorm is the regular, so I’m the sub after all. And that just sucks!”
“Congratulations, Firestorm!” Flora cheered.
“What a rocking duel.” Sagittario said.
“Now team Equestria is complete.” Luna said to her sister. “What a great team this year.”
“Indeed. Andromeda, Sagittario, Bismarck, Tempest, Firestorm and Yu. This will be one though group to defeat.” Celestia said.
“Can you imagine the duels team Equestria will show us in the world championships?” Cherry asked her mother.
“You don’t have to imagine, because were gonna see!” Pinkie said. “We should go get a party ready for them before they leave!”
“Okie dokie lokie!” Berry and Cherry said as the three run off somewhere.
==================================================================

The next day at the airport, Andromeda, Sagittario, Tempest, Firestorm and Yu, the six of them carrying bags, along with Twilight, Orion, Shining Armor, Cadence, Applejack, Bucky, Rainbow, Fluttershy, Flora, Peach, Pinkie, Berry & Cherry, Soarin, Spitfire, Blaze, and Taurus, are waiting for Celestia and Luna to see them off. “Thanks again for the party last night,” Andromeda said to Berry, Cherry and Pinkie Pie. “It was as great as ever.”
“Yup,” Tempest said. “But next stop, the world.”
“I can’t wait to see what kind of opponents will be waiting for us,” Sagittario said.
“You bet,” Firestorm said.
“Too bad your party didn’t cheer everyone up, Pinkie,” Twilight said as some of the group look over to Yu, who has his head down, with Orion, Bucky, Peach, Blaze and Taurus with him.
“Aw, this whole thing just sucks,” Yu said.
“What are you talking about, Yu? Don’t say that,” Orion said.
“I’m just the sub. I won’t be in any real matches,” Yu pointed out.
“That may not be true, ya know,” Taurus said, getting the four foals attention. “A regular member might get a toothache, or fall of a cliff, or get run over by a bus, or get a hangnail. You just never know.” Taurus said, while the four stare at him, stunned.
Bucky then notices that someone is missing “Huh? Didn’t Bismarck and Radiance come with us?” He asked.
“Now that ya mention it, I haven't seen them all day,” Applejack said.
“Maybe they’re at the hospital getting an ultrasound?” Tempest said.
“And didn’t invite us?” Rarity sadly said under her breath as Celestia and Luna arrive.
“Looks like everyone is here,” Celestia said.
“Its finally time to go, Andromeda,” Luna said.
“Right,” Andromeda nervously said, knowing who’s waiting for her, somewhere out there in the wide world.
“Well, let's get going already. Were all here now, right?” Sagittario said.
“No not quit,” Celestia said. “There’s still two more ponies who will be accompanying you.”
“Who?” Andromeda asked. "We low that Bismarck is one, but who's the other?"
“You see, each team has one medical member traveling with them, providing assistance in the event that one of you is injured.” Celestia said.
“A medical member? You mean like a nurse or doctor?” Sagittario asked.
“Oh, she’s here,” Celestia said when they see Bismarck and Radiance, who has a light purple carrying case, walk up to them.
“Hey, guys. Sorry we're late,” Radiance said as she and Bismarck stop next to Luna.
“Huh?” A surprised Tempest said.
“It’s Radiance?” Sagittario asked.
“Radiance the medical member?” Andromeda asked.
“Can’t she be the sub?” Yu asked.
“How did you become the medic?” Firestorm asked.
“I managed pulled a few strings.” Bismarck answered for his wife.
“Now everyone is here,” Celestia said. “This is team Equestria, Star Swirl.”
“‘Star Swirl’?” Andromeda, Radiance, Sagittario, Bismarck, Tempest, Firestorm and Yu all asked.
“It’s your team name,” Luna answered.
“Wow, that name fits perfectly.” Andromeda said
“Bogus, it fits you perfectly since your cutie mark is a galaxy.” Sagittario pointed out, getting an annoyed glare from Andromeda.
“Listen up,” Luna said. “You’ll be fighting in the A-Block of the world championships.”
“What’s the A-Block?” Orion asked.
“In this competition, the world is divided into two blocks: A and B,” Luna answered.
“If you can get through the A-Block, you will face the top team from the B-Block in the final round of the championships. The team who wins there, will be the world champions,” Celestia said.
“World champions, huh? I like the sound of that,” Sagittario said.
“So, who is our first opponent?” Firestorm asked.
“It’ll be the Chinese representative team: Wang Hu Zhong,” Celestia answered.
“Wang Hu Zhong!” Andromeda said under her breath.
“A strong opponent right off the bat. Now I’m itching to duel,” Sagittario said.
“I’d be psyched if I was going to duel too, ya know,” Yu said.
“Now then, time for you to take flight,” Celestia said as the team begins to leave.
“Before you go, a piece of advice,” Twilight said to her daughter before she leaves. “Just remember that you’re not alone. You have both the support of your team and your friends here. Good luck,” Twilight finished.
“I will, mom,” Andromeda said as she runs after her teammates.
“Make us all proud. And be careful!” Twilight said as she watches her daughter and her friends, both new and old, enter the jet bridge.
“We will,” Andromeda said before they disappear from sight altogether.
==================================================================

The plane soon begins to take off, the group sitting in first class. Andromeda is looking out of her window, when she sees something. “Hey guys, look!” Andromeda said to her teammates. They all look out of the right side of the plane and see lots of ponies, some from Ponyville, some of them members of the Wonderbolts, and their friends and family are all cheering. They’re holding a sign that says ‘Fight hard and take no prisoners! Win this for everyone!’
“Wow!” Yu said.
“Everyone is counting on us,” Firestorm said.
“Then lets not disappoint them,” Andromeda said as they take off, their next destination: China.
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In Beijing, China, Team Star Swirl has just left the airport. “All right!” The entire group said. “Well, we finally made it to China,” Andromeda said.
“Wow. It’s a real happening place,” Yu said as they look around.
“Yeah,” Tempest said. “What’s that?” He asked when he sees a jade statue that looks like a lion.
“And whats that?” Sagittario asked when he sees a red building with fancy ornaments on it.
“Jeez, you guys,” Bismarck said. “Calm down. It’s gettin’ kinda embarrassing.”
“Aw, you looks so cute when your blushing,” Radiance said, which makes Bismarck blush even more.
“Anyway, now that we’re in China, what are we supposed to do next?” Tempest asked.
“Our match in the first round of the A-Block is in 3 day,” Firestorm pointed out.
“So, what are we supposed to do until then?” Yu asked.
“It’s not exactly a complex magical equation made by Star Swirl the Bearded,” Andromeda said. “We have to collect information.”
“Huh? You want us to collect information?” Tempest, Sagittario and Yu all asked.
“Think about it. Other then Chi-yun and Mei-Mei, we don't know a single thing about our opponents.” Andromeda pointed out.
“Oh, I get it,” Tempest said. “We get in their skin and crawl around a bit.”
“Thats the plan, Stan,” Andromeda said to Tempest. “The better we know the opposition, the better prepared we’ll be.”
“All right, let’s all go out and collect information together,” Sagittario said, before they all quickly leave.
==================================================================

A bit later, the 7 friends are on the Great Wall, admiring both it’s size and the beauty of the landscape. “Cool!” They all said, except for Sagittario, who’s looking for something. “Awesome!” Tempest added.
“When you come to China, you just gotta see the Great Wall!” Yu said.
“So where are they?” Sagittario suddenly asked. “Here pandas.”
“Pandas?” Radiance asked, a bit surprised from Sagittario’s question.
==================================================================

Later at a restaurant called ‘Haochi Restaurant,’ the 7 are enjoying lunch. “Soooooo goooooood,” Bismarck said as he eats some fried rice along with the others.
“When you come to China, you just gotta love the Chinese food,” Yu added as he eats some noodle soup.
“Where are the pandas? Here pandas,” Sagittario said in between bites of some lychee fruit.
“What are you talking about?” Andromeda asked as she drinks some soy milk.
==================================================================

Later … “Wow! It's so big!” Tempest said as they see the Forbidden City.
“When you come to China, you just gotta see the Forbidden City!” Yu said.
“Where are the pandas? Here pandas!” Sagittario called out.
“Give the pandas a rest!” Both Andromeda and Radiance shouted.
==================================================================

“That was so cool,” Tempest, Sagittario and Yu said once their done sightseeing.
“We’ll, now that we’ve eaten and seen the sights, time to chill at the hotel,” Tempest said.
“Series lack of pandas, though,” a downcast Sagittario said as he, Tempest and Yu and leave for the hotel.
“Where are you guy going?” Andromeda asked. “We not here to collect information about China, we have to collect information about the team were facing: Wang Hu Zhong!” A steamed Andromeda said as she, Radiance and Bismarck glare at the three.
“Seriously, you guys are truly unbelievable,” Firestorm said.
“Everyone’s a critic,” Tempest said.
“We don’t even know where those guys are,” Sagittario pointed out. “So what can we do?”
“Experiencing the culture of a country you're visiting for the first time is important too.” Yu said.
“Yeah, well said,” Sagittario and Tempest simultaneously said.
“That -- That’s true, of course. But still,” Andromeda said.
“Hey, give those back!” A female voice suddenly yelled from a nearby alley.
“That voice! It sounds familiar,” Andromeda said when the 7 heard the voice.
“Let’s go check it out.” Sagittario said as he and the others run down the alley, and soon see a yellow, female griffin, with purple eyes, wearing a reddish-pink Chinese dress with a yellow trim, with pink heart buttons that are connected to each other by yellow strips, and has a ‘ox horn’ hair style. There are three young griffins behind here, and three unicorn stallions wearing black jackets and sunglasses in front of here.
“Mei-Mei?” Andromeda asked.
“What’s the matter, sweetie?” The unicorn on the right asked. “Where’d all your confidence go?”
“You wanted to take all three of us by yourself. It’s too late to back out now, sister.” The middle one added.
“If we win, we get to do whatever we want with you,” the one on the left said, having a few dirty things in mind.
“And if you lose, you return all the things that you took from these kids,” Mei-Mei said, which makes the three laugh.
“Yeah! Sure we will. If you win, then no problem,” the right one said, only to be proven wrong that it is a problem for the three.
“Ferocious Tiger Waltz!” Mei-Mei suddenly said as she kicks the three back several feet, much to the three unicorns shock, breaking the left unicorn’s glasses.
“No way!” The one of the right said out of shock.
“Soaring Fire Bird!” Mei-Mei said as she charges at the unicorn on the right, hitting him with enough force that he’s sent flying into a wall. “Fighting Snake Flash!” Mei-Mei added as she moves in a snakelike pattern, before she hits the other two unicorns, sending the two to the wall also. Mei-Mei then punches a wooden lamppost, and knocks it down, with it nearly landing on the three. “Now, hand over the kids things, you creeps.”
“We’ll remember this,” one of the unicorns said as he pulls out a bag and tosses it to the kids before they all run.
“You better, you big bullies!” Mei-Mei said as she sticks her tong out at them.
“Whoa!”
“That was cool.”
“Man, and she’s just a sub-member of Team Wang Hu Zhong.”
“It just shows you how skilled their team is,” Sagittario, Yu, Tempest and then Andromeda all said.
“Thanks a lot, miss,” one of the younglings said to Mei-Mei after he picks up his late fathers watch.
“No more talking with guys like that. Okay?” Mei-Mei said to the three, who nod their heads.
“Yes ma’am,” the three said as they leave.
“Mei-Mei,” Andromeda said, getting the griffins attention.
“Andromeda! And your friends, too,” a slightly surprised Mei-Mei said. “At last, you’ve come to China.”
“You bet. To duel you, Team Wang Hu Zhong. And we don’t intend of losing in the first round, either.” Tempest said.
“Actually, we’re really glad to see you,” Sagittario said. “We’ve been looking all over for you guys.”
“Looking for us? Why?”
“Well, because Andi has been bugging us all day to collect information about the enemy.” Sagittario said.
“Huh? What kind of information?” Mei-Mei asked.
“Sagittarius Armor, you knuckle head!” Andromeda yelled as she covers his mouth.
“WatfoiudIdol? [What did I do?]” Sagittario mumbled.
“What he means is that we like you to show us how your team practices, if it’s not too much trouble,” Tempest said.
“Oh, real subtle, Tempest,” Radiance said.
Andromeda than nervously chuckles a little. “Of course you would never show us you're training secrets just because we asked nicely. Right?” Andromeda said.
“Sure, it’s fine,” Mei-Mei said, which surprises the group.
“Thanks Mei-Mei,” Tempest said as Andromeda lets Sagittario go.
“So, let's go,” Sagittario said.
“It’s no problem at all. But it might destroy your confidence,” Mei-Mei said.
“Huh? What’s that about our confidence?” Andromeda asked, saying whats on everyone's mind.
“You’ll understand once you see,” Mei-Mei simply said.
==================================================================

Later on the mountains nearby, Team Star Swirl, being led by Mei-Mei, are climbing the mountains. The seven members are all grunting and panting, with even Tempest and Firestorm having resorted to walking since their wings grew really tired. “Man, how far is this place?” A worn out Sagittario said as they stop to rest a bit.
“Not much further,” Mei-Mei said. “Its just over there. See?” Mei-Mei said as she points toward a building at the top of the mountain.
“Whoa!” The entire group said. “Awesome!” Tempest added.
“Theres a practice area in a place like that?” Andromeda asked.
“So every time you practice, you come all the way into the mountains?” Bismarck asked.
“How do you have any energy to train after this climb?” Yu asked.
“The climb is part of our training too,” Mei-Mei answered. “So, lets pick up the pace.”
“Awwwwwwww!”
==================================================================

Once they enter the gates of the group see different creatures, mostly griffins and unicorns, wearing grey martial art clothing, some of them with shaven heads, are doing different exercises. Some are puling 500 kg weights, some are fire arrows at lit candles, the arrows flying by the candles so closely that they extinguish the flame while leaving the candle unharmed, while others are doing push ups with only the tip of one hoof, some are practicing a martial arts technique, and some unicorns are balancing on a rope. Suddenly, one falls off. “What do you think you're doing!?” A unicorn around Twilight’s age, wearing black martial arts clothing, said the one that fell. “If you loss your sense of balance, you won’t be able to use a spell properly!”
“I’m -- I’m sorry!” The unicorn said.
“That’s harsh!” Andromeda, Radiance, Sagittario, Bismarck, and Yu all said.
“This place makes the Wonderbolt Academy look like a kiddy camp,” Tempest said to Firestorm.
“Your right about that,” Firestorm said.
“What is this place?” Andromeda asked.
“It’s our practice area,” Mei-Mei answered. “The Shaolin Monastery, or Shoaling Temple if you prefer.”
“This place is a temple?” Bismarck asked.
“Shaolin Temple has been around for over 4,000 years now. China’s best of the best train here,” Chi-yun suddenly said as he walks up to Team Star Swirl, surprising them.
“Chi-yun!” Andromeda said.
“Welcome, Andromeda,” Chi-yun said. “Here at Shaolin Temple, the most talented creatures from around the country gather to practice and hone their skills. After completing the rigorous training, they are then acknowledged as the best of the best of all of China.”
“Every 3 years, China’s representative team for the world championships is picked from either the top four or top six of Shaolin Temple, who have proven that their skills are the best in the country, with Wang Hu Zhong being the most recent.” Mei-Mei added.
“Wow! That’s impressive,” Andromeda said.
“So the special training here is the secret to Wang Hu Zhong’s strength.” Firestorm added.
“When you said we might lose our confidence, you weren't kidding, were you?” Radiance said to Mei-Mei.
“Now then, follow me.” Mei-Mei said as she heads to one of the corridors. “There’s someone I want you all to meet.”
“And who would that be?” Andromeda said as she and the others follow.
“ You will see, Andromeda,” Chi-yun said. Before long, they enter an area that has a large dip, about 25 feet wide, in the middle. It’s surrounded by 30 ponies, half of them being unicorns. The 15 unicorns are all preparing a spell, while the other ponies are getting ready to fire arrows, all of them aiming at the center of the ring, where a tall, muscular, tan coated unicorn stallion with a long dark brown mane with yellow highlights on the side, green eyes that give him an intense look, a white coat, and wearing a red, white lined shirt that has a high collar, and a white sleeveless coat with yellow fur trim that covers his cutie mark.
“What’s happening here?” Tempest asked.
“Fire!” The thirty ponies all shouted as they all fire at the unicorn, which makes the group gasp. The unicorn then jumps into the air right as the arrows and lasers were about to hit. He then fires a green blast of magic of his own, which not only breaks the arrows but also makes the lasers disappear.
“Whoa!” Team Star Swirl said as the unicorn lands in front of them, followed by the pieces of the arrows, with even their pointed tips in small pieces.
“That was awesome!” An amazed Yu said.
“All of those arrows and lasers with just one hit…” Firestorm tried to said.
“He was able to read all that magic movement that quickly!?” A surprised Andromeda asked.
“What’s this? Who are these people?” The unicorn asked, referring to Team Star Swirl.
“Who are you calling ‘people’?” Sagittario asked.
“Let me introduce them,” Mei-Mei offered as she walks up to the unicorn. “These are Equestria’s representatives, Team Star Swirl in the flesh.”
“Oh! Please excuse my rudeness,” the unicorn said as he politely bows before the team. “I am the leader of China’s representatives, Wang Hu Zhong. I am Dashan Wang.”
“Your Wang Hu Zhong’s team leader?” Bismarck asked.
“Dashan Wang?” Andromeda asked.
“Welcome all, to our Shaolin Temple.” Dashan added.
“Hold on, wait. You mean Chi-yun isn’t the leader?” Sagittario asked.
“I never claimed to be the leader,” Chi-yun pointed out.
“No. I guess you didn’t.” Radiance said. “We all just assumed that.”
“Wait a minute,” Yu suddenly said. “Isn’t Mei-Mei your sub-member for the world championships?”
“Where’s the fourth?” Firestorm asked.
“Never mind him. We know where he is,” Chi-yun said.
“Huh?” Team Star Swirl all said.
“He -- He’s not here right now,” Mei-Mei nervously said. “You’ll meet him eventually.”
“More importantly, your Andromeda Sparkle, daughter of Princess Twilight Sparkle, isn’t that right?” Dashan asked Andi, making her blush slightly.
“You … know who I am?” Andromeda asked.
“Of course I do. Ever since you tried to recreate your mothers spell, you’ve become quit famous in China and other countries, too.” Dashan said, while Tempest glares at him.
“That’s kinda cool,” Andromeda said.
“There must be duelists all over the world who would like a duel with you.” Dashan added.
“Oh, go on now,” Andromeda said, blushing even more now due to some slight embarrassment.
“However, you wont have the chance to face them,” Dashan added, which get the teams attention. “The fact is, the ones to win the first round and fight the rest of the world will us, Wang Hu Zhong!”
“What did you say!?” Both Tempest and Sagittario asked.
“You’ve all seen our varies training techniques, you must be impress with them. After seeing that, do you really think you can win against us?” Dashan added, which makes most of the team angry.
“Of course!”
“No problem!”
“We’re not gonna lose!” Andromeda, Tempest and then Bismarck all said.
“Why wouldn't we?” Sagittario asked.
“You aren't the only ones who have been putting in long hours,” Firestorm added.
“We’ve been training really hard to get to this point,” Yu added.
“A good workout will never let you down. If you think you're gonna walk all over us, you got another thin coming!” Sagittario added.
“You all got passion, I’ll give you that,” Dashan said. “Well, then, Andromeda, why don’t you join me in my training? You can show me the results of these long hours you spoke of.”
“Bring it on,” Andromeda said in a series tone, which surprises the others slightly.
“Us too!” Tempest said, referring to himself, Bismarck and Sagittario.
“Guys, calm down!” Radiance begged, while Dashan smiles.
“Let’s get you your uniforms, then,” Dashan said.
==================================================================

A few minutes later, at another part of the monastery, with Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck and Sagittario all wearing grey martial arts suits. “You look so cute!” Radiance said, which makes the four sheepishly smile.
“It could be worse. Could be a kilt,” Yu said with a chuckle. Suddenly, Dashan holds out a 20 pound wight on the end of a 5 foot bamboo pole with just his limbs.
“Whoa!” Team Star Swirl said when they saw the thing.
“To defeat strong opponents, you also need to have incredible strength in your limbs, especially your front legs.” Dashan explained as he swirls the weighted stick above his head. “This training exercise is used to gain that arm strength. Being able to completely control this weighted staff makes one a true warrior.” Dashan said as he tosses the weighted staff back to where their rack with ease.
“Whoa! That looks like a lot of fun,” Sagittario said as he, Andromeda, Tempest and Bismarck go to the rack where the weighted staffs are kept.
“Piece of cake,” Bismarck said as each one of them take a staff, only to find out it's not as easy as it seems. As they try to control which way their going, trying not to run backwards like they are doing now, the others look on in embarrassment. The four eventually topple over each other.
“Ow!” The four said, as the other members of the team look on.
“Well, that went well. Didn’t it?” Radiance simply said.
==================================================================

A bit later, at a part of the temple where there is a pool the size of a small lake, logs 2 feet wide and 10 feet long floating in it in an organized matter, there are targets on the other side. Dashan is one the other side of the pool with the teams, hold a bow and arrows. “In order to hit a target at any distance, you need a keen sense of balance. So being able to acutely fire an arrow on these floating logs makes one a true warrior! Hi-ya!” Dashan said before he jumps onto the logs. He jumps onto 4 of these logs, about halfway across the pool, before he fires the arrows. Each arrow hits dead center of the same target, before the last one splits the wooden target in two.
“We should be able to do this one with no problem.” Tempest said as they take a bow and some arrows and jump onto the logs. The four stop jumping on different logs at different distances, and all fire at the targets. Their arrows hit the centers of the targets they chose dead on.
“No trouble at all!” Andromeda said, before the four suddenly lose their balance, and fall into the cold water.
“Ugh!”
“At least they don’t have to take a bath today,” Yu and Radiance both said.
“Hitting the target on your first try is pretty impressive. Well done, Andromeda.” Dashan said to Andromeda.
“That’s true,” Andromeda said with a chuckle and a blush.
“Hey! We hit the targets to, bud!” Tempest shouted.
==================================================================

Later in a dark, narrow room, the only source of light being torches, there are dummies along the walls, with a large switch at the end. “If you cannot dodge your opponents attacks, you will never be able to overcome them.” Dashan said, before he charges down the room. The dummies then come to life, and try to hit Dashan, but he manages to avoid the dummies blows, and  hits the switch, making the dummies stop. “Being able to overcome the wooden dummies attacks makes one a true warrior.”
“If — if it’s just dodging, I can do that,” Andromeda said.
“No sweat,” Sagittario nervously said. The four then charge down the room, only to get hit in the face on the first try.
“Bismarck! Please tell me your still conscious!” Radiance begged as she and the others see to their aid, while Dashan watches on.
==================================================================

Later in a nearby bamboo forest, Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck and Sagittario are each standing on a single bamboo stalks, holding two buckets of water, trying to hone their balance, which they’re having trouble with.
==================================================================

Later at the temples courtyard, Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck and Sagittario are standing on their hoofs upside down, holding up 20 pound wights on the stomachs.
==================================================================

Later, Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck and Sagittario are standing under a waterfall, trying to withstand the force of the cold water.
==================================================================

Back at the main courtyard, Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck and Sagittario are lying on the ground, completely exhausted. “No problem. I can keep going.” Tempest said, though his body disagrees.
“Please tell me you guys are all right?” Radiance asked as she places a hoof on Bismarck's forehead.
“Not really,” Andromeda said.
“What were you guys thinking, taking this so seriously?” Yu asked.
“They’ve been training here for a long time, so of course their better at those tests,” Firestorm pointed out.
“Your right. They have the advantaged,” Andromeda said as she gets up, and takes off the temples uniform.
“We still should’ve done much better, though,” Bismarck said.
“Absolutely,” Sagittario said, agreeing with Bismarck.
“I was surprised that you were able to do as well as you did, Andromeda,” Dashan said to Andromeda as he walks up to her. “You are definitely Princess Twilight Sparkles daughter.”
“Oh! What a nice thing to say,” Andromeda said, blushing like crazy, while Tempest just glares at Dashan.
“We’re still here! Hello?” An annoyed Sagittario said.
“No, really. Being able to do that much on your first try is truly impressive, Andromeda,” Dashan added.
“What!? Are we invisible or did you lose your glasses?” Bismarck asked.
“I know, you must be tired. How about hanging out with me a bit longer, Andromeda?” Dashan offered, which makes Tempest really ticked and Andromeda’s face to turn a bright red.
“Uh … Sure,” Andromeda nervously said.
“To do what, exactly?” Tempest asked as he gets up, ready for a fight.
“To do battle with me,” Dashan answered, surprising the group slightly. “I heard you were exempt from the qualifying competition. I think it would be a good opportunity for you to gain more experience for the upcoming match, especially since you’ve only been in one duel.”
“That makes sense. It’s on, Dashan,” Andromeda said.
“Okay. It’s decided then. I’m honored to have this chance to duel the daughter of an Equestrian hero.” Dashan said, while Tempest just glares at him, suspicious of what their up too.
“The pleaser is all mine,” Andromeda said as they all head to a stadium in the temple.
“Are you ready to begin, Andromeda?” Dashan asked after he and Andromeda take their places.
“I’m ready,” Andromeda answered.
“I want to duel too!” Sagittario screamed.
“I should warn you. Even though this is a practice match, I’m not going to hold back,” Dashan said.
“If thats the case, then neither will I,” Andromeda said back. “3…” Dashan said as he takes on a defensive stance.
“2…” Andromeda said as she takes on an offensive stance. “1 … GO!” Both Andromeda and Dashan said as they run in a circle around the 50 foot ring. Andromeda’s small size soon proves to be an advantaged, as she quickly catches up to Dashan and fires a blast at Dashan, but he jumps, avoiding the attack, and lands on the other end of the ring.
“Looking good, Andrea!” Yu cheered.
“Keep it up now,” Radiance added, while Andromeda fires several blasts at Dashan like a machine gun, but Dashan avoids each one.
“You won’t get away that easy!” Andromeda said as she gives chase to Dashan.
“Keep it up till he gets a stadium out, Andromeda!” Sagittario cheered.
“Not good enough!” Dashan said as he jumps up into the air, and lands near Andromeda and tosses her far, where she lands right near the edge of the stadium.
“Yo, Andromeda! Eyes open,” Firestorm said as Andromeda fires some blast at Dashan, but he dodges most of them, with only 1 out of every 10 blasts making contact.
“Well, now. The leader of Wang Hu Zhong isn’t anything to worry about after all,” Yu said.
“It looks like the training we saw earlier hasn't helped him at all,” Radiance added.
“But, don’t you think something seems strange?” Tempest suddenly asked.
“Strange? How?” Sagittario asked Tempest.
“I’m not really sure, actually,” Tempest admitted. “But it’s definitely weird. Andi has been attacking since the duel started, but Dashan looks like he hasn't even gotten a scratch at all, even though some of Andromeda’s attacks are hitting him.”
“Ah! You're right!” Yu said.
“I don’t get it. Whats going on here?” Firestorm asked.
“Does this mean that Andromeda’s attacks aren’t doing anything at all?” Bismarck asked, while Radiance opens up Andromeda’s saddle bag and takes out her Zapple Brick.
“You know how to use that?” Sagittario asked.
“Andromeda taught me how just in case she was in a duel.” Radiance said as the Brick begins to scan both Andromeda and Dashan. “There’s no way anything, unicorn or not, should be able to take that many attacks in a row without getting hu-- AH!” Radiance nearly shouted when the Brick completes it’s analysis. “What’s this?” Radiance asked, getting her team members attention as the Zapple Brick shows an aura around Dashan. “There’s some kind of magic shield around Dashan’s body!”
“How? He’s not casting any spells,” Sagittario pointed out, knowing that a unicorns horn will glow a certain color when the unicorn uses a spell.
“It’s not a spell, but it’s definitely magic,” Radiance said.
“Chi.” Firestorm said. “In China, magic is called chi. He must be using his chi to create a shield without casting a spell, which means that he wont get hurt by Andromeda’s attacks.”
“While on the other hand, Andromeda is getting tired due to all the failed attacks.” Sagittario said when he notices that Andromeda is starting to pant and sweet.
“Strong Arm Barrage!” Dashan said as casts a bright green spell, covering his hoofs with what look like light green boxing gloves. Dashan then tries to punch Andromeda, creating small craters where Dashan hits the ground when Andromeda manages to dodge.
“I don’t like this,” Yu said.
“Get out of there Andi!” Radiance yelled.
“What’s the problem, Andromeda?” Dashan asked. “It’s funny, I thought you had a lot more power in you then this.”
“And you were right,” Andromeda said. “This fight is just getting started.”
“If thats the case, let’s see what you got.” Dashan taunted. “Don’t hold back on my account.”
“Well, since you asked,” Andromeda said as she prepares a far more powerful spell.
This is weird, Tempest thought to himself. Why isn’t Dashan ending this? It’s almost like he’s waiting for something. Something like…
“Come on. You're not gonna disappoint me, are you Andromeda?” Dashan taunted.
“I get it now,” Tempest said under his breath. “Dashan is trying to figure out--” Suddenly, Andromeda horn begins to glow at a new intensity as she prepares an extremely powerful spell.
“All right!” Bismarck and Radiance both cheered, knowing what Andromeda is up too, while Wang Hu Zhong begin to smile, when…
“Hey!” Sagittario suddenly said as Tempest grabs the back of his neck, gets a good hold on his tail, and aims Sagittario’s head toward the two. Tempest then begins to wind up Sagittario’s tail, which makes is fires several lasers at the two.
“What the!?” Andromeda and Dashan asked as they try their best to avoid this surprise.
“WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU'RE DOING, TEMPEST!?!?!?!?!?!?!?!?!?” Andromeda yelled at the top of her lungs, her horn having returned to normal.
“Chill out, will ya. I’ll explain later,” Tempest simply said.
“Hmm, interesting,” Dashan said, getting the group's attention. “You really are an interesting bunch. Now, I’m very much looking forward to the first round.” Dashan added as he, Chi-yun and Mei-Mei head into the temple.
“Dashan?” A bewildered Andromeda said.
==================================================================

On the mountain path leading down from the temple, it’s sunset, and Tempest is furious with Andromeda. “Did you completely lose your mind!?” Tempest yelled.
“What are you talking about?” Andromeda asked.
“Tempest, spill. Why did you use me as a gatling gun?” Sagittario asked.
“I did that to stop you from showing the enemy your best moves before the competition,” Tempest answered, confusing the group. “First I thought it was weird that he was only complementing you, Andi. It was rude and goofy. But after sucking up to you, he got you to agree to a duel so he can see how talented with magic you really are.”
“I get it!” Radiance suddenly said. “Thanks to Tempest, the Chinese team still doesn't know how strong your magic really is.”
“You're right,” a shocked Andromeda said as she and the others look toward the temple they were just at.
“So we went to do some snooping on the enemy, but we were the ones whose secrets were almost spilled.” Firestorm said.
“I nearly blew it,” Andromeda said. “I was too naïve to see through their plan.”
“Good job figuring out what was going on, Tempest,” Yu said.
“At least one good thing came out of this,” Bismarck said. “We now know something about Dashan’s abilities.”
“A unicorn who can create a nearly impenetrably armor from chi. He’s a strong one.” Firestorm said.
“He sure is,” Andromeda said, knowing that Dashan and the others can see them as they head down the mountain.
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In Beijing, China, at Beihai Park, several ponies and griffins are doing an early morning exercise routine, Tai-Chi. In a nearby hotel, in its luxury suite, Bismarck and Radiance walk out of their rooms. “Oh, hey Tempest,” Bismarck yawned to as he puts on his hat.
“Morning, guys,” Tempest said as they make their way to the living area.
“Oh, mourning Yu,” Radiance said when they see the young unicorn colt reading some brochures.
“Oh, good morning Rai-Rai, Tempey, Bis-Biz.” Yu said. “Hey, what are we gonna do today? Where are we gonna go?”
“That’s a good question,” Tempest said.
“We didn't come here for sightseeing,” Firestorm said as he enters the living area, already fully awake and wearing his Wonderbolt suit, though he has the hood down. “We’re here to fight in the world championships, remember?”
Suddenly, Sagittario runs into the room. “Hey guys! Where are we gonna go today? What are we doing? Oh, I’m so excited!” Sagittario said.
“You too?” Firestorm asked.
“Guys!” Andromeda suddenly said as she runs past Firestorm and Sagittario, carrying her Zapple Brick with her yellow colored magic. “It’s here! It’s here! It’s here! It’s here!” She excitedly said as she puts the Brick on the coffee table. “Look! A video message from Princess Celestia.” Andromeda said as everyone looks at the screen as she opens the message, and see Celestia and Luna.
"Good morning, everypony," Celestia said. Suddenly, the team family pops up, trying to say hello, only for the Royal Guards to stop them.
"Come on, we just want to say hello." Pinkie said, while Team Star Swirl just looks on in both embarrassment and shock.
"That’s enough," Celestia said to the guards, who stop.
"Listen up. We need to explain the rules for this years World Duel Championships which start soon," Luna said as everypony calms down, when Andromeda pauses it.
“Now that she mentions it, we still don’t know what the rules are,” Andromeda said.
“Who cares? We just have to win and take them all down!” Sagittario said as Andromeda resumes the message.
"Due to many teams having only three regular members, the duels will consist of three one-on-one matches: Advance Guard, Second In Command, and Commander. Who competes and the order they do it in is up to each team. The first team to win two matches wins the duel." Luna added.
“Cool, a best out of three series,” Firestorm said.
“Easy. Like I said, we just have to win them all,” Sagittario said.
"In the world championships, if you lose to another team, you are out. Period. You’re done." Celestia added. "Wang Hu Zhong is strong, but we’re counting on you to win the first round."
“We’re not gonna lose,” Andromeda said. Suddenly, their friends and family start to swarm the screen.
"Come on! We just want to say hi!" Cherry cried as they all fight to get to the monitor.
"Bastion?" Luna asked.
"Understood," Bastion said as he turns off the screen, ending the message, leaving the team speechless.
“Obviously, our friends and family aren't doing so well with us being gone.” Andromeda said.
“I think your right,” Tempest said.
Firestorm then clears his throat. “Moving on, we have to think of a strategy for the upcoming duel.” Firestorm said.
“Easy. Like I said, we just have to win. Win big time. And I’ll be the Commander.” Sagittario said.
“Huh?”
“You can’t decide that yourself.” Tempest said.
“He’s right. We have to factor in the opponents moves for one thing,” Firestorm pointed out.
“Firestorm’s right. We have absolutely no idea what order Wang Hu Zhong will appear.” Andromeda added.
“Probably their leader, Dashan, will be the Commander. That's what I’m guessing,” Sagittario said.
“Look, you can't assume anything,” Firestorm said as he smacks his forehead.
“Now that you mention it, who’s our leader?” Yu asked, making a very good point.
“Okay, I’ll do it,” Sagittario said.
“What? Sagittario?” Everyone other than Sagittario all said. “I’m not sure about that.” Yu said.
“What are you saying, substitute?” Sagittario asked.
“I’m not the substitute! I’m the Super Grate Number 1 Sub, that's what I am,” Yu shouted.
“In other words, you're a super great sub among subs,” Sagittario said.
“Ah! I’m out of here!” Yu said as he heads straight for the door.
“Hold up, Yu,” Tempest said as he grabs the young unicorns shoulder and stops him. “Lets just get back to figuring out our battle order.”
“Right! And making me the Commander!” Sagittario said, when Yu smiles at a certain thought.
“Whatever, no problem. But if the first two lose, were out of the competition and you won’t get a chance to fight at all,” Yu said, which shocks Sagittario.
“What!? You're saying it could be over before I could even duel once?” Sagittario asked.
“And you be absolutely no different then a substitute,” Yu added.
“You guys cannot lose! Okay?” A panicking Sagittario said to Firestorm and Tempest.
“Sagittario, if we both win then you still wont get a chance to fight,” Tempest pointed out, making Sagittario panic even more.
“Well, then one of you has to win and one of you has to lose.” Sagittario said.
“Get over yourself, partner!” Bismarck shouted in Sagittario’s face. “If you want to make sure you duel then be the Advance Guard or Second In Command.”
“I’m the number 1 duelist! I should be dueling the Commander!” Sagittario shouted back.
“Do you think Dashan could be the Advance Guard?” Radiance asked.
“Makes sense. Winning the first match stops the opponent dead in their tracks. Going with their strongest first could be their strategy,” Tempest said.
“Or maybe they just want us to think that it is,” Firestorm said, which makes Sagittario scratch his head furiously.
“Ah! If we think that hard about it, we’re never gonna decide anything!” Sagittario said before he points toward Firestorm. “The Advance Guard will be Firestorm. You have to win,” Sagittario said, before he points toward Tempest. “The Second In Command will be Tempest. You lose. And as Commander, I’ll finish it.”
“Is that even a real strategy?” Tempest asked.
“You just want to be the Commander just because it sounds cool,” Bismarck accusingly said to Sagittario.
“Hey, I got an idea. I’ll compete,” Yu said.
“The sub doesn't compete!” Sagittario shouted, which nearly makes Yu snap.
“I am so out of-”
“Yu wait!” Andromeda said as she teleports herself in front of him, before she walks up to Sagittario, Tempest and Bismarck. “Come on guys, chill out! This meeting is over! Everyone go cool off!” Andromeda said to the three in an intimidating voice.
“But, Andromeda, lets not-” Tempest tried to say, though it’s useless.
“Did you hear me or what!? This meeting is over! OVER RIGHT NOW!!!!!!!!” Andromeda shouted at the top of her lungs, causing Sagittario, Tempest and Bismarck to run straight for the door and leaving. “Unbelievable!” Andromeda said in her regular voice, when she feels Yu tapping on her shoulder. “What now?”
“The leader,” Yu said.
“Oh! Sorry, I should’ve told you guys sooner. You see, Celestia made me the official leader so I can get a much-needed confidence boost or something,” Andromeda said. “Sorry for yelling.”
“That’s all right,” Radiance said as she heads for the door.
“Where are you going, Rai-Rai?” Yu asked.
“To Shaolin Temple. If we don’t know who Wang Hu Zhong’s third member is, we won’t be able to figure out our strategy. Catch ya later, bye!” Radiance finished as she walks out and leaves.
“Well, I’m gonna go check out the Great Wall real quick,” Yu said as he leaves also.
“Sounds cool. I’ll go too,” Firestorm said as he follows Yu.
“Okay, guess I’m gonna go for a walk by myself.” Andromeda said as she too leaves.
==================================================================

In downtown Beijing, Andromeda is walking around, enjoying the sights. “Where’s a good place for me to calm down?” Andromeda thought to herself as she passes by a gym. She then notices someone familiar in the window, and takes a closer look, and sees … “Tempest? What’s he doing here?” Andromeda asked herself as she quickly runs inside, where Tempest is hitting a punching bag.
“Take this! And that!” Tempest said to himself as he punches the bag relentlessly.
“Uh, Tempest?” Andromeda asked, which makes Tempest yelp is surprise as he jumps up.
“Andi! What are you doing here?”
“I was gonna ask you the same thing,” Andromeda said. “Since when did you come to the gym?”
“I … Uh … You see, I-” Tempest said, trying to come up with a good excuse, though Andromeda raises an eyebrow, which is a warning sign for Tempest. “Okay, you got me. I’m a bit of a fitness nut. I just couldn’t stand Bismarck’s strength, even when we were kids,” Tempest said as he gets on a treadmill. “I started going to the gym so I can get as strong as him. I go to the one in Cloudsdale so no one from Ponyville sees me.”
“Wow. Can I join you?” Andromeda asked, which makes Tempest stop for a moment.
“Sure, why not?” Tempest said.
“Okay.” Andromeda said as she gets on a treadmill next to the one Tempest is using and sets it to a slower speed, 11 km/h.
“So where is everyone else?”
“Well, I don’t know where Bismarck or Sagittario went to, Firestorm and Yu went to the Great Wall, and Radiance went to Shaolin Temple.”
“Really? Why?”
“She’s gonna try to find out about Wang Hu Zhong’s third member. I wonder how she’s doing?”
==================================================================

“Ah! Why did I say all that?!” Radiance asked herself as she hinds behind a pillar, watching Mei-Mei train with a group of monks. “What should I do? I’m glade I made it here, but I don’t think they’ll tell me what I want to know so easily.”
“Huh?” Mei-Mei said when she notices Radiance behind the pillar. “Who’s there?”
“What? Ah!” Radiance said as she ducks behind the pillar and covers her mouth, terrified.
“Intruder!” The monks all said, when Mei-Mei does a punch so powerful, it’s carried on through the air. When it hits the pillar Radiance is hiding behind, it’s strong enough to make her fall over.
“Wait a sec! Radiance?” Mei-Mei asked.
“Ow! Uh … hey, how’s it going?” Radiance nervously said as Mei-Mei walks up to Radiance and help her up.
“Come on,” Mei-Mei said as she heads toward the dinning area, followed by a somewhat reluctant Radiance. They soon reach an open door. “Chi-yun, looks like we have a party crasher here,” Mei-Mei said.
“Does that mean I’m an unwanted guest?” Radiance asked, clearly nervous. “What do you do with unwanted guests?”
“Good question ‘cause theres another one here,” Chi-yun said as Radiance looks into the room, and sees…
“Bismarck? What are you doing here?” Radiance asked her boyfriend.
“Same as you,” Bismarck answered. “I wanted to find out about the third member. So please introduce us.”
“I can’t do that,” Chi-yun said.
“Why not?” Radiance asked.
“Is he your secret weapon?” Bismarck asked.
“No. That’s not it,” Mei-Mei said.
“To be honest, he doesn't come here.” Chi-yun added.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, in Beijing’s uptown, Sagittario is walking, eating some noodles he bought. “Those guys. What’s wrong with me being the leader anyway?” He asked himself as he finishes the noodles. He then stops suddenly when he sees a familiar type of building. “Check it out! This is a Duel Park, isn’t it? Ha! Yeah!” An ecstatic Sagittario said as he quickly runs in. “Let me get in here!” Sagittario said as he enters the Duel Park, making his presence pretty obvious.
“Uh, okay,” a unicorn said. “ You're not from around here, are you? I won’t go easy on you just because you're a tourist.”
“Fine, then I wont go easy on you,” Sagittario said as they get ready. “GO!” They both said, only for the unicorn to be sent flying in a split second. “Oh yeah! My first win in China!”
“Your crazy good,” the unicorn said.
“Who’s my next victim?” Sagittario asked. Suddenly, a griffin flies in and kicks Sagittario across the room. “Ow! Hey!” Sagittario said as the griffin lands near the door, laughing. He has reddish-brown hair, a tanned fur color, and is wearing a teal shirt with yellow crests on the shoulders and sunglasses which cover his eyes.
“Wow! That was so cool!” Three girls next to the griffin all said.
“I know. I know. That’s pretty impressive, isn’t? I’m definitely the strongest duelist,” the griffin said to the three.
“Uh huh!”
“Amazing!” Two of the girls said.
“Come on girls, lets role,” the griffin said as he turns around and heads for the door.
“Okay!” The three all said as they follow.
“Not so fast buddy!” Sagittario shouted, getting the four’s attention. “You can’t take off just like that. You have to duel me for real.”
“Aw, don’t sweat it, dude. My girls just wanted to see my flex my dueling muscles.”
“Uh huh!” The three girls said.
“Huh?” Sagittario asked.
“So, you know, later,” the griffin said as they leave.
“Wait a second, here!” Sagittario said as he goes after the griffin. “Hey! Hey!” Sagittario shouted as he gets in front of the four outside. “You can’t just run away after butting in like that! We have to have a real duel!”
“Wow, you sure are an annoying guy,” the griffin said as he reaches for his sunglasses. “You have absolutely no idea who I am, do you?” The griffin said as he takes off the glasses and puts them in his bag, showing his blueish-gray eyes.
“It’s Chao Xin!”
“Chao Xin is over here!” Some nearby younglings all said as they run toward the griffin known as Chao Xin, running over Sagittario.
“Whoa! Chill. There’s enough Chao Xin to go around.”
“So he’s a Chinese singer idol or something?” Sagittario asked as he gets back up.
“Don’t think so.”
“He’s the best duelist ever!”
“He’s a member of Wang Hu Zhong,” three of the fans said.
“Huh? Wang Hu Zhong?” Sagittario asked. “So that means … you're the Chinese teams third member! Right?”
“Yeah,” they all said.
“I’m Equestria’s Commander. Because I’m the number one duelist, Sagittario Armor. Let’s duel Chao Xin!”
“No thanks man,” Chao Xin said, which surprises Sagittario. “Okay, looks like its time to leave the little dude alone and get something cool to drink.”
“Oh, let’s go!” The girls all said as they follow Chao Xin to a nearby soda stand.
“Hey! Where you going!?” Sagittario demanded.
“Good afternoon, kids,” the old mare running the stand said as Chao Xin puts some yuan on the stall.
“Okay, everyone. Drinks are on me,” Chao Xin said.
“Oh, Chao Xin your awesome,” the three girls all said.
“Hey bud, don’t sweat it. It's just that, like, winning against you would have no meaning. Ya know what I mean?” Chao Xin said to Sagittario, who gets angrier.
“What did you say!?” Sagittario shouted as he runs up to Chao Xin. “I would be the winner! Me! Me! Me!” Suddenly, Chao Xin pours out the soda onto Sagittario’s head, making him stop.
“Time to cool off, dude,” Chao Xin jokingly said.
“Hey, you can’t do that to me!” Sagittario shouted as he shakes his head dry.
“So, does your team have anyone on it who’s a bit more chill then you?” Chao Xin asked.
“Sorry to break it to you, but there’s my bookworm of a cousin, her pegasus boyfriend who hates losing, a cowboy, a real downer, and a bratty little kid,” Sagittario answered, referring to Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck, Firestorm and Yu respectfully.
“Ah, you’ve got to be kidding me,” a disappointed Chao Xin said. “Then maybe I should just sit this one out and hang out with my friends here. What do you think?”
“Huh? Chao Xin, you're not gonna fight?” The three girls all said.
“If the opponents are lame, it would just be too boring, ya know,” Chao Xin said.
“Are you serious!?” Sagittario asked. “Just what do you think the world championships are?”
“What are you talking about?” Chao Xin asked.
“Answer me! What is dueling to you?” Sagittario demanded.
“Uh, well buddy, ya know, I never thought about it before, but the outfits are cool and the chicks dig me,” Chao Xin answered.
“What are you saying? Is that what its all about for you?” Sagittario nearly shouted.
“Whoa, he’s scary,” the three girls said, referring to Sagittario.
“Why are you taking it so seriously? That’s so uncool,” Chao Xin said.
“No, it’s not! Dueling is the clashing of two spirits!” Sagittario snapped.
“I’m not really following,” Chao Xin said. “It’s making my head hurt. Make it stop! Make it stop!”
“Oh no! Are you all right, Chao Xin?” The three girls asked.
“Come on!” Sagittario shouted.
“Chao Xin!” A familiar voice from behind suddenly called out from behind. Chao Xin and Sagittario turn toward its source, and see Dashan.
“Dashan,” a slightly surprised Chao Xin said.
“Dashan,” an equally surprised Sagittario added.
“Whether or not you participate is decided by the leader: me!” Dashan said in a series tone. “I don’t care if you're bored or if your head hurts, you're gonna duel with him, now! Or are you afraid of looking uncool if you lose to him?”
“As if!” Chao Xin firmly stated. “I’m not afraid of anything.”
“Then get in there and battle!” Dashan ordered. “If you don’t then it looks like your running away with you're tail between your legs.”
“I’m not running anywhere,” Chao Xin said.
“So what would you do, Chao Xin?” Dashan asked.
“Okay, fine,” Chao Xin said, seeing where this is going. “But if I win against him, you really have to, like, let me sit out the championships.”
“So does that mean you’ve agreed to duel me?” Sagittario asked.
“I don’t have much of a choice, do I?” Chao Xin replied. “But this stadium is way too lame for me. The most awesome stage for me is … there!” Chao Xin added as he points up to the mountains, at the Great Wall.
==================================================================

“What do you mean?” Radiance asked Chi-yun and Mei-Mei. “You don’t know Chao Xin’s true strength?”
“No one has ever seen Chao Xin fight real hard using everything he’s got,” Mei-Mei answered.
“Then how was he able to become part of the team?” Bismarck asked.
“Chao Xin!” Mei-Mei said under her breath.
“Even though he was clearly not giving it his all, he won against Mei-Mei,” Chi-yun answered, which surprises the two.
“Huh? Against Mei-Mei?” A surprised Radiance said.
“You’ve seen Mei-Mei’s amazing skills, right?” Chi-yun asked.
“But Chao Xin is much more skilled than I am,” Mei-Mei added.
“However, he has never dueled Dashan or me, Chi-yun, ever before. He’s never even taken part in our group training. He’s incredibly strong and he has talent, but Chi-yun dose not improve of him, not at all. Not at all!”
“Does he cheat or something?” Radiance asked.
“That’s not it.” Chi-yun said.
“It’s just that Chao Xin is …” Mei-Mei said, trying to think of a word that fits Chao Xin.
“Chao Xin is?” Bismarck and Radiance both said, anticipating something really dark or cruel.
“Well, flashy.” Chi-yun finally said, which surprises the two.
==================================================================

At the Great Wall, 13 different girls are all cheering for Chao Xin. “Yay! Chao Xin!” They all screamed, while Chao Xin smiles and waves to them, making them even more excited.
“I won’t let you wast anymore time,” Sagittario said to Chao Xin on the other side of the wall. “Let’s go Chao Xin!”
“Whoa, just chill dude. I’m gonna send you flying,” Chao Xin said in a cool tone.
“Yay! Chao Xin! You're so cool!” The girls all screeched. Meanwhile, further down the wall on one of its many guard towers, Yu and Firestorm are enjoying the view.
“Wow! Can you believe this awesome view?” Yu asked Firestorm.
“That’s why we came here.”
“Yep. But you know, I don’t think the team is sticking together. After all, Andrea yelled at us and told us to go cool off somewhere.” Yu pointed out.
“I think your right.” Firestorm said, when Yu notices something.
“Hey, check it out. Looks like Sagittono is right over there,” Yu said as he points toward the next guard tower.
“Huh? Is he dueling?” Firestorm asked.
“Three … two … one … go!” The two boys both said.
“YAY!” The girls all cheered as Sagittario tries to attack Chao Xin, but misses, multiple times.
“Humph. A reckless attack type, huh? I don’t have to go anywhere. I can easily take care of you,” Chao Xin said.
“Just wait until I send you flying to the other side of the wall,” Sagittario as he charges at Chao Xin again. However, Chao Xin moves in a circular movement, and counters Sagittario’s attack without hitting back. “Ah!” Sagittario gasped as he nearly hits the wall.
“Just so you know, you're gonna knocked yourself out. Keep up those useless attacks little buddy, and eventually you’ll knock yourself out hard. A bit of a drag for you. Ha-ha. So uncool,” Chao Xin.
“Ha! Uncool. That’s the worst,” all thirteen girls all said.
“Do you guys share one brain or something?” Sagittario asked them. “Before that happens, I’ll send you flying, Chao Xin.”
“Don’t bother. Your attacks won’t even scratch me. Trust me,” Chao Xin said. Suddenly, Chao Xin runs down the wall.
“Hey, get back here!” Sagittario shouted as he goes after Chao Xin.
“Aw. Don’t go Chao Xin,” the girls all cried.
“You're not going anywhere!” Sagittario said as he runs after Chao Xin, who’s running at a faster pace. Sagittario than tries to punch Chao Xin, but he moves in a circular movement again, and Sagittario misses.
“I told you. It’s not gonna work, dude.”
“Yes, it will! Because I’ll keep trying till I hit you.” Sagittario said as he tries to hit Chao Xin again, but he keeps dodging it.
“It looks like Sagittono is having a bit of a hard time,” Yu said as he and Firestorm watch from the guard tower.
“Yeah. That griffin is changing his position, while at the same he’s keeping up a perfect defense. The way he’s going, it’ll be difficult to land an attack. That is if Sagittario keeps using the same tricks.” Firestorm said.
“But I noticed that Sagittono often changes his moves suddenly in the middle of a duel,” Yu said.
“Really? Does Sagittario ever stop to think things through?” Firestorm asked.
“Don’t know. Maybe it’s just his wild nature.” Yu said as Chao Xin and Sagittario get closer to the two, with Sagittario still trying and failing to hit Chao Xin.
“Ah, no matter what happens, I will hit you!” A frustrated Sagittario shouted.
“And I’m tired of telling you that it’s useless,” Chao Xin said.
“And I’m tired of listening,” Sagittario said. Suddenly, Sagittario teleports in front of Chao Xin, and manages to hit him. “Got ya!”
“See.” Yu said to Firestorm. "What did I tell you?”
“But then, an attack of that strength should be able to do more than that,” Firestorm noted.
“Now were cooking. How’d you like that hit?” Sagittario asked Chao Xin as the two continue to race down the wall.
“It didn’t do anything,” Chao Xin replied.
“Then the next one will finish it!” Sagittario said as he teleports again, but Chao Xin moves in a circular movement again, causing Sagittario's attacks to breeze by. “Not again!”
“What was that you saying about finishing it?” Chao Xin jokingly asked.
“What just happened?” Yu asked.
“A griffins feathers have a special coating on them that allows them to fly with minimum wind resistance. It also allows them to take really big hits without getting anything worse than a scratch.” Firestorm answered. “However, I don’t think that’s the only reason that he manages to avoid Sagittario’s attacks.” Firestorm said as Sagittario attacks again, but Chao Xin moves in a circular movement again.
“I get it! It’s the circular motion,” Yu said.
“Yes,” Firestorm said, realizing what Chao Xin is doing. “That griffin is moving in a circle, and pushing aside Sagittario's power. That movement is called Tai-Chi.”
“I got to move faster and hit Chao Xin with everything I got,” Sagittario said as he charges at Chao Xin again.
Suddenly, Chao Xin jumps up into the air, and … “Fierce Sword Flash!” Chao Xin said as he easily bypass Sagittario's attack, who nearly hits the wall. “Ugh! Okay, so you din’t knock yourself out. Maybe I’ll just go for a stadium out instead. This is annoying.”
“How about you just attacking for a change instead of just running away?” Sagittario asked.
“Humph! Probably because I look totally uncool if I got all tight about it like you, bud.”
“I take it seriously! I will never lose to someone like you, not unless you catch a lucky break. If you won’t attack, then I will just keep firing attacks nonstop. You really can't have a duel if your spirit isn’t on fire! Can you?”
“I am so fired up.”
“No, you're not! Attack me for real!”
“Get serious about dueling? No way.”
“Stop goofing off!” Sagittario said as they reach the guard tower Firestorm and Yu are at. Sagittario than charges at Chao Xin, and manages to send him flying.
“Whoa! I wasn't able to dodge the attack,” a stunned Chao Xin said, while Firestorm and Yu look on, surprise also. When Chao Xin lands, Sagittario charges at him again. Chao Xin tries to redirect Sagittario’s attack, by he’s sent flying again. “This can’t be happening!” A shocked Chao Xin said.
“What’s wrong? Why haven’t you finished it yet?” A familiar voice from above suddenly called out.
“What!?” Chao Xin, Yu and Firestorm all said as they see Dashan standing on the guard tower’s ledge. “Whoa! Where he come from?” Yu asked.
“If it goes on like this, you will lose Chao Xin,” Dashan said to the star griffin.
“I’m not gonna chock and let that guy steal my thunder,” Chao Xin said.
“Okay, here I go. Crystal Spell: Flash of Lightning!”
“Here it comes! What’ll you do?” Dashan asked Chao Xin.
“What else will I do? Stay as cool as ever,” Chao Xin said as he gets ready. “Adamantine Hands!” Chao Xin shouted in a serious tone as Sagittario gets within feet of Chao Xin. There is a small explosion, and part of the wall Sagittario and Chao Xin are on collapses, along with Sagittario.
“Sagittario!” Both Firestorm and Yu cried as they see Sagittario have a very hard landing.
“Come on! Let me back at it!” Sagittario said as he tries to climb back up, but falls.
“Your still getting on my nerves, even when it’s over,” Chao Xin said as Firestorm and Yu run down to Sagittario. “I won, okay. Are you all warm and happy now?” Chao Xin asked Dashan.
“The tournament is the day after tomorrow. Start training hard!” Dashan responded.
“Say what!? We had a deal.”
“Chao Xin, you won today only because you got lucky. One fatal misstep, and you would’ve been the one to fall.”
“Huh? Are you telling I would’ve lost?”
“In an official stadium things would’ve been very different for you today. Something that you, even after getting serious for just a second, should know best of all.”
“Me, serious? Sorry pal, but the word ‘ serious’ just isn’t in my vocabulary.” Chao Xin replied, which makes Dashan scowl at him. Knowing better, Chao Xin sighs in defeat. “Fine, I’ll compete. And I’ll be serious, but first, before anything, I have one condition.”
“Huh? What condition?” Dashan asked.
==================================================================

Later at sunset, back at the hotel, Andromeda, Radiance, Tempest and Bismarck are sitting in their rooms couch, talking with their friends and family on Andromeda’s Zapple Brick. "So, you already meet with Wang Hu Zhong’s team leader," Twilight said to her daughter via FaceTime.
“Yeah. He’s an incredibly skilled unicorn like Chi-yun. But we still don’t know who their third member is. All we know is his name and that he’s flashy.” Andromeda said.
"Hold on, wait. Where's Sagittario, Firestorm and Yu?" Shining Armor asked.
“They haven't gotten back yet,” Tempest answered. “We don’t know where Sagittario went to, and Firestorm and Yu went to the Great—” But before Tempest could finish, a cloud of dust swoops into the room, making the four cough.
"Andi! What is it?" Orion asked.
“It’s Sagittario, Firestorm and Yu,” Bismarck said as the dust settles as the three walk up to the couch.
“Why are you all covered in dust?” Radiance asked them.
“Andrea! Wang Hu Zhong’s third member is a griffin. Did you know that, huh?”
“And he uses Tai-Chi techniques,” Yu and Firestorm both said.
“Huh?” The four asked.
"And how did y’all know that?" Applejack asked over the computer.
“Because Sagittono fought him and lost.” Yu said with a slight chuckle as Sagittario drops into a nearby chair.
“What! You lost?” Andromeda asked.
“It’s no big thing! I’ll wipe the floor with him next time! In the real duel, I’ll teach that fashion plate a lesson! That’s a promise! Just watch me!” A clearly angry Sagittario shouted.
“Of course we don’t know what order we’ll duel them in,” Firestorm pointed out.
Suddenly, a ding is heard on Andromeda’s Zapple Brick. “Ah! That’s a FaceTime call from Celestia,” Andromeda said as she answers the call, making an eighth video screen pop up.
"Good afternoon, everyone." Celestia said, accompanied by Luna and Bastion. "We just received the order in which Wang Hu Zhong will compete."
"Already?" Rainbow asked.
"Yes," Luna answered. "The Advanced Guard will be Chao Xin."
“What!?” Sagittario asked as he places his face next to the screen.
"The Second In Command will be Chi-yun. The Commander will be Dashan." Luna added.
"That’s their order?" Andromeda's father asked.
"Indeed, but there’s also a message from Chao Xin to Sagittario which is quite strange." Celestia added. "Bastion?"
"Yes, your Highness," Bastion said as he levitates a paper up to read the message. Bastion then clears his throat, ready to read the message. "‘Hey, annoying dude! Don’t run away. In the real duel I’ll calmly, brilliantly, and awesomely defeat you. I’ll have to finish things quickly because I have a date afterwards.’" Bastion finished, which makes almost everyone scratching their heads, except for Firestorm, Yu and Sagittario, who’s growling in anger. "Who is this guy?"
“A … date?” Andromeda, Radiance, Bismarck and Tempest all asked.
“Whose running away!?” Sagittario suddenly snapped. “What’s he thinking of a date for anyway!? Guys, I’m going to be the Advanced Guard! I’m going to fight Chao Xin! Got it?”
“Fine, whatever.”
“No objection,” Yu and Firestorm both said.
“If that’s what you wan’t, then go for it,” Andromeda added.
“All right! You better get serious Chao Xin! Very serious!”
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Up on Mt. Yunmengshan, Sagittario is training among the thick fog and pillars of rock. The lose he suffered from Chao Xin the previous day being his motive. “Just you wait, Chao Xin! I wouldn’t bet on me losing again. You are going down,” Sagittario bitterly said as he fires a blast at a nearby pillar, destroying it.
==================================================================

Back in the hotel room, the rest of Team Star Swirl are reviewing what they know about Wang Hu Zhong. They are reviewing some footage from the Grand Restaurant Plaza’s security cameras. “We have to pay attention to Chi-yun’s speed and power,” Andromeda said as they watch Chi-yun and Mei-Mei do the Heaven and Earth Formation.
“So, if you drop your guard for even a moment, Chi-yun will attack without mercy,” Firestorm noted as the begin to review the data about Dashan.
“Yes, and Dashan’s main strength is his ability to create a shield of chi that can absorb almost any attack,” Andromeda said.
“If either one of them stays in a defensive position, the chances of winning will drop,” Bismarck added. “Ah wonder how we can break Dashan’s defense.”
“The last one shouldn’t be that strong. He’s just a griffin,” Tempest said.
“But he’s not just an ordinary griffin,” Yu suddenly said.
“Chao Xin, like all griffins, has a special coating on his feathers that lets him take really big hits without getting anything worse than a scratch, coupled with a clear mastery of Tai-Chi, his skill is quite impressive. Even a head on attack will be warded off and won’t do much. Whoever duels him must be very careful,” Firestorm added.
“That’s the type of opponent Sagittario has the most difficulty with,” Andromeda said.
“And yet he’s not even here at the meeting, is he?” Yu suddenly said. “Where is he and what is he doing?”
“He said he was going to do some ‘special training’ up in the mountains. But he didn’t say which one,” Radiance said.
==================================================================

Up on Mt. Yunmengshan, Sagittario is continuing his training, which is more like a hissy fit since he’s doing nothing but letting his anger get to him and destroying the rock pillars. “I need both speed and power. To beat Chao Xin, I need to send him flying before he gets the chance to deflect the attack.” Sagittario said as he imagines Chao Xin’s face on a nearby rock pillar before he fires. When the blast hits, there’s plenty of dust. “How do you like that? Huh?” Sagittario asked when the dust clears, showing that the pillars only got a crack. “No way!” A shocked Sagittario said. Suddenly, a boulder falls of the pillar and rolls down the mountain. Suddenly, he hears a lord scream coming from further below the mountain. “Ah! Not good!” Sagittario gasped as he runs down the mountain. He soon sees an old griffin that’s around Peach Cobbler’s height, with a bald head, and wearing an olive-green cloak is lying on the ground, appearing to be in great pain. “Are you all right, gramps? Did that rock hit you?” Sagittario asked.
“My stomach. My little stomach.”
“Your stomach! Did it hit you in your stomach?” A worried Sagittario asked.
“My stomach … is empty.” The elderly griffin said, which shocks Sagittario as a loud growl from the old griffins stomach is heard.
“Well, I have some food,” Sagittario said as he takes off his saddle bag and opens it up, pulling out a couple of potato chip bags and a few boxes of homemade cookies and places them of the ground next to him. “I also have-Huh?” Sagittario said as the potato chip bags and the cookies, which were right next to him, are now gone, the old griffin having already eaten all the cookies and finishing the last bag of potato chips, inhaling the food in seconds. A stunned Sagittario just looks on in shock as he pulls out a 2 gallon jug of water from his bag. “Ah, you ate all of my moms cookies before I had the chance to even have one,” Sagittario said as he levitates one of the ravaged boxes up to get a closer look. Not even a crumb.
“Water!” The old griffin suddenly demanded as he drops the now empty potato chip bag.
“Uh, here,” Sagittario said as he gives the jug to the old griffin, who quickly drinks the 2 gallons of water up in 5 seconds flat, which stuns Sagittario even more.
“Ah, now I feel better.” The old griffin said.
“Good for you!” A clearly angry Sagittario said. “I was worried because I thought that rock had hit you. Don’t freak out on me like that, gramps.”
“I’m the one who got freaked out.”
“Huh?”
“What are you doing in a place like this?”
“Special duel training, that’s what. There’s an opponent I want to beat more than anything.”
“No kidding. Who is your opponent?”
“He’s name is Chao Xin. He’s a griffin like you, plus he uses Tai-Chi, which really bugs me. I’m practicing so I can beat him before he has the chance to deflect my attacks.”
“So that is why you’re practicing.”
“Yeah. Check it out,” Sagittario said as he fires at the rock pillar and destroys it, earning an applause from the old griffin. “Pretty sweet, huh?”
“I must say, it’s quite good indeed. Both your speed and power are most excellent.”
“Oh, go on.”
“However, that is quite meaningless,” the old griffin said, which nearly makes Sagittario fall in shock.
“What did you say!? What do you understand about it?”
“It is you who understands nothing.”
“Who? Me?” Sagittario asked as the old griffin gets up and walks away.
“Follow me. I will pay you back for feeding me.”
“Where are we going?” Sagittario asked as he picks up his bag and follows the old griffin.
==================================================================

A bit later, in a bamboo forest, “First I will teach you the most effective way to use your power.” The griffin said as they stop in a small clearing.
“Huh?” Sagittario said as the old griffin points toward a bamboo stalk with his walking cane. “Bamboo? You want me to break bamboo instead of breaking rocks?” Sagittario jokingly asked.
“No, I do not.” The old griffin said as a leaf falls into his hand. “I think it would be better for you to break this.” The old griffin said as he shows the bamboo leaf to Sagittario.
“Huh?”
==================================================================

Meanwhile, in Beijing's uptown, Chao Xin is signing autographs for some female fans, about 20 of them. “Can I have your autograph, Chao Xin?”
“No, I’m first.”
“Pick me,” is what some of the girls said.
“No pushing, ladies. There’s plenty of me to go around,” Chao Xin said to them.
“Chao Xin, you're so sweet.”
“Your the best.”
“Of course I am. Everyone knows that,” Chao Xin said as he sings the autographs one at a time.
“Oh, you're gonna win tomorrows match for sure!” A girl suddenly said, which makes Chao Xin stop for a moment, remembering what happened yesterday, where he actually shouted.
Yeah right. Like I would ever get serious about dueling. Me, shout during a duel? No way. Chao Xin thought.
“Whats the matter, Chao Xin?” A girl asked, snapping Chao Xin back to reality. “I can’t wait to cheer you on at the big match tomorrow.”
“Sure. Come and watch. I’m gonna totally mop the floor with them,” Chao Xin said, making the girls all shriek in excitement.
==================================================================

Back in the bamboo forest, “A leaf?” Sagittario asked the old griffin.
“Tell me, youngster. Do you think you can shred these leafs by punching them with your hoofs?”
“Ha! That’s easy,” Sagittario said as he punches two random leafs. “How’s that?”
“Your reflexes are good, but I thought I told you to shred the leaf?” The old griffin said to Sagittario, who realizes that his punches didn’t do anything.
“Huh? I … I know that,” Sagittario said as he punches some more leafs, but not a single one even gets a tear, let alone torn to shreds. “What gives?”
“Even if you have the power to break a stone, a leaf will simply laugh at your silly wast of effort.”
“Huh?”
“To shred a leaf, you do not need great strength or power. You must focus that power into a single point,” the old griffin said. Suddenly, he hits a falling leaf with the tip of one of his claws, and it shreds in an instant.
“Whoa! Okay, clue me in. Just who are you, gramps?”
“Who am I? I’m just a little old griffin passing through the forest. Nothing more and nothing less. Hee-hee-hee-hee.”
==================================================================

It’s sunset, and Sagittario is doing push ups with the tips of his hoofs, grunting from the strain as the old griffin watches. “Focus your power, my young friend. Try to visualize supporting your body with only the tip of your hoof. Concentrate.” As soon as the old griffin said that, Sagittario falls to the ground. When Sagittario gets back up, a pice of bamboo hanging on a string suddenly flies toward him. Acting quickly, Sagittario tries to stop it with the tip of his horn, but all he does is hurting himself.
“Ouch!”
“You do not have to use so much power. If you are able to put it all into one point, you will be able to stop the bamboo with the tip of your own horn. So, please try again.”
“Ow!” Sagittario said as he concentrates. Waiting patiently for the next pice of bamboo to fly toward him. Suddenly, to his right, one such pice of bamboo comes flying toward him. Acting quickly, Sagittario points his horn toward the bamboo and stops it, without getting hurt this time. “I did it! I did it, gramps,” a very happy Sagittario said as he turns toward the old griffin. Suddenly, 9 more bamboo tied to strings fly toward him, hitting both his head and parts of his body, which makes the old griffin laugh.
“Hee-hee-hee-hee. Don’t get so excited, young stallion. You must concentrate.”
“Ow! Okay, what do we do next?” Sagittario asked.
Improving so much in such a short time. He’s a talented one. The old griffin thought to himself.
==================================================================

Back at the hotel, it’s almost 10:00 p.m., and Sagittario isn’t back yet. “I can’t believe he hasn’t come back yet,” a worried Andromeda said. “What happened to you, Sagittario?”
“We don’t know where he went, so we don’t know where to look for him,” Firestorm pointed out.
“As long as he makes it back in time for the championships tomorrow, it won’t matter.” Tempest added. “Besides, after losing to Chao Xin yesterday, there’s no way he’ll miss his only chance to have a rematch.”
==================================================================

In the bamboo forest, Sagittario is meditating in the center of four torches, his shadow in the shape of a X, with the old griffin watching. “Focus your spirit and then put all the power flowing through your body into one point. If you yourself memorize how to use power, the same results will happen with your magic as well.” The old griffin said.
Put all of my power into one point. Sagittario thought, as he sees a vast, calm ocean in his mind's eye. Suddenly, a geyser erupts from the water, soon turning into a twister. Suddenly, Sagittario charges at a falling leaf, aiming his horn at it. When his horn hits, the leaf shreds to bits.
==================================================================

The next day, in the Crystal Empire, it’s 6:50 p.m., and in the Crystal Castle’s main living area, Shining Armor and Princes Cadence are waiting for Twilight and her friends, getting ready to watch the World Duel Championships. “The first match will start in a few minuets,” a worried Cadence said as she gets some chairs ready.
“Don’t worry,” Shining Armor said as he takes a hold of Cadence’s hoof in a reassuring manner. “They’ll be here.”
Just then, almost on cue, Twilight, along with her friends and family, along with Taurus, Soarin, Spitfire and Blaze, arrive. “Sorry were late,” Twilight said as she and Shining Armor hug each other.
“The championships will start soon,” Cadence said as everyone takes their seat. “Let’s hope they all do their best.” She added as she turns on the television, and tunes it to the right channel.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, with the time being 8:51 a.m., at the Beijing National Stadium, which looks like a giant birds nest made of steel, and five pegasi fly over it, leaving behind colorful trails of smoke. “It’s finally time to decide the worlds best! The World Duel Championships X will soon begin!” A very ecstatic but overweight griffin wearing a purple bandana said. “As we witness the World Duel Championships X’s first match of the A-Block, the Bird’s Nest has been whipped into a flurry of excitement!”
“Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong!” The audience shouted.
“With the title of ‘Best in the World’ on the line, the cheers of support for the Chinese team are deafening!” The griffin added.
==================================================================

“And to pump up the madness, this competition is being broadcast via satellite, so everyone all over the world will be watching!” The griffin said on the TV, while the friends and family of Team Star Swirl watch.
“Go Equestria!” Cherry and Berry cheered.
“We’re behind you all the way!” Taurus added.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, in a small town in the African country of Camelia, Leone, along with several others, are watching the A Block match in a saloon. “So, who’s lucky head will wear the crown? Time to find that out!”
==================================================================

In the Beijing National Stadium’s corridors, Team Star Swirl, minus Sagittario, is running toward the arena. “It’s already starting. Oh no. Oh no! Where are you, Sagittario?” A worried Andromeda asked.
“There’s only one solution: I’ll just have to stand in for him,” Yu said. Suddenly, they all gasp when they see a smirking Sagittario waiting at the end of the corridor, covered in dirt.
“You guys are late,” Sagittario said as they all stop.
“No way,” a disappointed Yu said.
“Sagittarius Armor! We had no idea where you were. Thank you very much for worrying us!” Andromeda nearly shouted. “Where were you?”
“That doesn't matter now,” Sagittario said.
“He’s right, we need to get out there,” Tempest added as they all walk out.
“Please give it up, for team Equestria!” The commentator said as the team goes up onto a platform.
“It’s finally happening,” a very excited Tempest said. “The world championships!”
“Lead by the daughter of Equestria’s Princess Twilight Sparkle, Andromeda, it’s Team Star Swirl. Will they win the first match of the A-Block, or will they return home in defeat?”
==================================================================

“You show them, team Equestria!” Peach cheered on the other side of the world.
“Fighting spirit! Go for the gold, guys!” Taurus added.
==================================================================

“Next, we have the arrival of the team that carries the nation of China’s hopes for the top of the podium, the most recent representative team, Team Wang Hu Zhong! Chosen out of the 1.351 billion people in China, they are the best 4!” The commentator said as Team Wang Hu Zhong walks onto their platform. Chao Xin, however, instead of wearing a teal shirt with yellow crests on the shoulders, is wearing a yellow-colored jacket with gray fur trim, underneath being a gold-colored zip up shirt. He also has two broadswords on his back. “To amp up the madness, the leaders from the previous 9 teams are here in the stadium to watch,” the commentator said as he points above to where the members are.
“Huh?” Sagittario said when he sees the old griffin who had trained him yesterday is there.
“What is it?” Andromeda asked.
“Nothing.”
“Now, time to announce the match ups for the first round!” The commentator said as he points toward a giant screen. “The Advanced Guard duel will be Wang Hu Zhong’s Chao Xin verses Star Swirl’s Sagittario! The Second In Commander Match will be Wang Hu Zhong’s Chi-yun verses Star Swirl’s Firestorm! And finally, the Commander match will put leader against leader, Dashan verses Andromeda!”
“Were counting on you, Chao Xin,” said Mei-Mei.
“Don’t let your guard down. Proceed with caution.” Dashan added.
“Yeah, yeah. No problem, Dashan,” Chao Xin said as he walks down the steps toward the stadium. “I’ll perform as brilliantly and cooly as always.”
“Now then, appearing in the highly anticipated first match, Chao Xin is the first to arrive!” The commentator said.
“YAY! CHAO XIN! YOU’ER THE BEST!” A hundred girls in the audience cheered.
“Thank you, everyone. This won’t take long. You can count on that.” Chao XIn said as he arrives at the ring, waving to all of his fans.
“The cheering for the home team is intimidating,” Radiance noted.
“It feels like we’re a long way from home,” Yu said.
“Ha! That doesn't bug me for a second!” Sagittario suddenly said. “Here I go!” Sagittario said as he runs toward the ring.
“Chao Xin’s opponent has just entered the ring. Meet Sagittario Armor,” the commentator said, causing an uproar in the crowd.
“Boo!” All of the audience members shouted.
“Hey, bud. This is a nice green stadium. Couldn’t you at least tried to look more presentable? You know what I mean?” Chao Xin asked Sagittario.
“You should worry more about dueling and less about what kind of clothes you're wearing,” Sagittario retorted.
“Well, not everyone can work that little-brothers-hand-me-up-look. So congrats,” Chao Xin replied.
“Enjoy that trash talking while you can, because it ends now!” Sagittario said, having had enough of Chao Xin. “Lets go!” Sagittario said as he steps into the ring, with Chao Xin doing the same, drawing out his two swords.
“Awww! Chao Xin you're so cool!” The girls in the audience all said.
“It feels like we’re at some kind of boy band concert,” Andromeda said.
“The difference is that this guy is actually talented,” Firestorm added.
“Show them who the boss is, Sagittario!” Tempest cheered.
“So, we’re about to make history right here and now, folks!” The commentator said. “Let the fateful first match begin!” He added as he rings a gong behind him. “3 ... 2 ... 1 ... GO!” At that, Sagittario charges at Chao Xin, going incredibly fast. “Sagittario hustles here, going off at an incredible pace. It’s almost like he’s moving faster than the speed of light.” The commentator said as Sagittario races around the ring, circling Chao Xin, who’s standing calmly by.
“Awesome,” Mei-Mei said.
“It’s amazing how much he sharpened his moves in such a short time,” Dashan added as Sagittario stops in front of Chao Xin for a moment.
“I focused my new speed and power so that I can make a single strike of lightning. How’d you like them apples?” Sagittario said.
“I see your still annoying,” Chao Xin replied.
“Can it! If you think you can dodge this, your dead wrong,” Sagittario retorted as he charges at Chao Xin.
“I don’t need to dodge anything,” Chao Xin said as Sagittario is about to strike, when he, somehow, using his broadswords, redirects Sagittario’s charge.
“Oh baby! Sagittario’s attack was redirected!” The commentator said.
“You kidding?!” Sagittario asked.
“Ha-ha! Charging head on into my two dao? Not a particularly bright move,” Chao Xin said to a surprised Sagittario.
“He’s using deadly weapons here?!” A shocked Andromeda asked.
“You’re allowed to use such things as long as you don’t hurt anyone,” Firestorm answered.
“When making a live appearance on stage, you just cant show up in casual wear, dude. With all those fans checking you out, appearance is everything, man. You should know that,” Chao Xin said to Sagittario.
“Oh come on! You can’t just win by dressing cool!” Sagittario retorted.
“Says who?” Chao Xin asked. “Anyway, I’m not just about looks, I got the charm too. For example: I’ll slash apart anyone I see as my enemy.”
“Yeah? Whatever, buddy. I don’t care who I duel, I’ll still send them flying,” Sagittario said as he charges at Chao Xin again.
“Stop! Don’t go charging in like that!” Firestorm yelled, but it’s too late.
“Fierce Sword Flash!” Chao Xin said as he easily bypass Sagittario's attack.
“No way!” Sagittario said as he stops, when…
“100 Hit Fearsome Splendor!” Chao Xin suddenly said as he spins toward Sagittario, who loses some hair from his mane, which is luck since Chao Xin’s blades were inches from him.
“Watch it!” Sagittario said as Chao Xin stops.
“Ha-ha! Yeah, keep on yelling. Like that will help you,” Chao Xin said.
“I’m never giving up!” Sagittario said as he charges at Chao Xin, but the griffin uses his swords to counter each one of Sagittario’s blows, and is beginning to push him back.
“Check out Chao Xin’s two fearsome blades! And they are fearsome, people!” The commentator said. Realizing that he has no chance by charging head on, Sagittario breaks away and runs around the stadium. He then tries firing a laser at Chao Xin, but he jumps up into the air.
“That didn’t work either?” Sagittario asked himself.
“Ha-ha! So uncool.” Chao Xin said to Sagittario. “What are you getting so worked up about, dude?”
“What’s wrong with getting worked up?”
“It just doesn't look cool.”
“Get over yourself. The way you look has nothing to do with the duel at all. I’ll show you!” Sagittario said as he conjures up a sword for him to use against Chao Xin’s dao. Sagittario then takes the blade and charges at Chao Xin, but he blocks the strike by using his dao.
“Okay, now you’re just embarrassing yourself,” said Chao Xin as Sagittario backs off.
“This can’t be happening,” Sagittario said.
“The sharpness has disappears from Sagittario’s movements,” Chi-yun noted.
“He’s just charging around recklessly,” Mei-Mei added.
“Can it be over already?” Dashan asked.
Okay, stay calm. Sagittario thought to himself. How can I win this thing? What do I do next? Think! Suddenly, a bamboo leaf floats down in front on him. I get it! I think I know what to do now.
“All right, bud, I got a date after this, so lets move it,” Chao Xin said, when he notices that Sagittario has closed his eyes and stopped moving.
“What’s going on!?  Sagittario has stopped moving around. Has he just thrown in the towel and given up?” The commentator said, as everyone in the arena and everyone watching at home gaps at Sagittario’s sudden stop.
“Huh? Are you just gonna wait this out? That won’t do well for your image, bud. Trust me,” said Chao Xin, but Sagittario ignores him.
Lose sight of yourself, and you lose the duel. Remember your training. Sagittario thought, remembering what he learned in the bamboo forest from the old griffin
==================================================================

“To shred a leaf, you do not need great strength or power. You must focus that power into a single point,” the old griffin said. Suddenly, he hits a falling leaf with the tip of one of his claws, and it shreds in an instant.
==================================================================

With his mind's eye, Sagittario sees a vast, calm ocean. Suddenly, a geyser erupts from the water, soon turning into a twister. Sharpen your mind. Focus all of your power into one point. Sagittario then suddenly opens his eyes, having a new look of determination in them, which Dashan takes notice of.
“Time for a stunning finish!” Chao Xin said as he charges toward Sagittario.
“Chao Xin, wait!” Dashan shouted, but it’s too late. Sagittario aims the tip of his sword toward one of Chao Xin’s blades, and when they make contact, not only is Chao Xin sent flying back, but the sword has shattered to pieces.
“No way!” A shocked Chao Xin said when he lands, just inches away from the edge of the ring.
“Whoa! Can you believe this? The way more skilled Chao Xin has just been sent flying!” The commentator said.
“Whoa! Way to go Sagittario!” Andromeda cheered.
“You better tell your date that you're gonna be late, because we’re just starting Chao Xin,” Sagittario said.
“That was just a lucky break,” Chao Xin said as he tosses what’s left of the broadsword away. “Let’s take this baby home!” Chao Xin said, when Sagittario charges at Chao Xin, and manages to hit him. “Ow! You kidding me!? Now I con’t fend you off?”
“Good luck,” Sagittario said as he swings his sword at Chao Xin, who barely manages to avoid them.
“Talk about your surprise twists,” the commentator said. “Will China’s greatest team yet, Wang Hu Zhong, allow such an upset?”
“What's going on, Chao Xin?” One of the girls in the audience asked.
“Pull yourself together!” Another girl added.
“I don’t get it,” another said.
“The tables have turn,” Tempest said as they watch the duel.
“Why do you think that happened, Andrea?” Yu asked.
“Wow! According to this, Sagittario is now focusing all of his power into the single point on either his horn or his sword! Also, the special coating on Chao Xin’s feathers has been disrupted.” Andromeda answered, saying what the analyzer is indicating.
“So Chao Xin can no longer keep up his main defense,” Firestorm added.
“I can’t believe this!” Chao Xin finally snapped.
“Hey, I guess dressing up and putting on a show hasn’t really worked out for you. Sorry, but you don’t look so cool now,” Sagittario said to Chao Xin, who’s losing his temper.
“Don’t mess with me!” Chao Xin shouted. “I’m always cool no matter what! I’m gonna end this sucker right now!” Chao Xin added as he splits his remaining doa into two. He and Sagittario then charge at each other, shouting as they clash blades with each other.
“This -- This is the most stunning duel I’ve seen!” The commentator said. “It’s a clash of power against power. Will against will!”
“I’m defiantly gonna win this!” Sagittario said as he and Chao Xin back off for a second.
“I’m not giving up that easily! Man, this thing is too hot to wear after a while,” Chao Xin said as he takes off his expensive jacket and tosses it aside.
“Something's wrong!”
“Oh no!”
“Hang in there, Chao Xin!” Three girls in the audience all said.
“Is that really Chao Xin?” A shocked Mei-Mei asked.
“It’s hard to believe, but he’s actually losing control out there,” Chi-yun added.
“But it looks like he’s not giving up yet,” Dashan pointed out as Chao Xin charges at Sagittario, shouting.
“He’s kinda change,” a girl in the audience said to the others, all of them madly blushing.
“Yeah. But this Chao Xin is even cooler.” Another pointed out. “Awwww! CHAO XIN!” They all shrieked as Chao Xin and Sagittario back off to do the final blow.
“Time to end this now, Chao Xin! Get ready for some heat. Take this!” Sagittario said as he charges at Chao Xin.
“Bring it on! Time to win big!” Chao Xin said as he gets ready for his finishing move. “Blue Dragon Whirlwind Sword!” Chao Xin said as he begins to pin so fast, that he’s nothing but a blur as he charges toward Sagittario.
“Crystal spell: Flash of Lightning!” Sagittario said as deep blue energy surrounds his horn, having the appearance of lightning. When the two collide, a bright light appears as the sound of thunder is heard. Once the light disappears, everyone sees that Chao Xin is outside of the ring, with Sagittario standing triumphantly in it.
The crowd then cheers. “It’s all done folks!” The commentator said. “Sagittario has defeated Chao Xin!”
“I seriously rock!” Sagittario said.
“All right!” Team Star Swirl all said. “Awesome, Sagittario!” Tempest added.
==================================================================

At the Crystal Empire, everyone is celebrating. “He won! He won!” A very excited Orion said.
“Yeah! My friends make me so proud to be their friend!” Taurus added.
==================================================================

“Thank you, gramps,” Sagittario said to the old griffin as he walks back out of the ring.
“You taught him how to use his power like that, didn’t you Wu?” A unicorn stallion around Twilight’s age, with a long dark brown mane with yellow highlights on the side, green eyes, a light red coat and a Chinese temple for a cutie mark said to the old griffin.
“I did, but there were two reasons why. One is that Sagittario needed to learn to properly use his power. And two is that Chao Xin needed to learn a valuable lesson, and he’s learning it right now. Look.” The old griffin, Wu, said as he points toward Chao Xin, who’s grunting in anger and shock.
“I lost? Me? This is so new, and uncool,” Chao Xin said to himself, when…
“Way to go, Chao Xin!” Seven girls from the audience said as they walk up to the ring, surprising Chao Xin. “You really hung in there. That was so cool.”
“You’ll win for sure next time.”
“Here, use this,” a girl said as she tosses a towel to Chao Xin. Suddenly, a large part of the audience begins to chant Chao Xin’s name, which surprises him even more.
Chao Xin then smiles, as he wipes away his sweat with the towel. “Guess it doesn't really matter.” Chao XIn said.
“Yes, it does!” A clearly annoyed Sagittario yelled from his teams platform. “I’m the one who won here, so why is everyone making such a big stink about you! Hey!”
Suddenly, Tempest grabs Sagittario and gives him a bear hug. “You did it, Sagittario!” Said Tempest.
“Congratulations, Sagittono,” Yu said as he gently punches Sagittario.
“Stop that! I’m ticklish!” Sagittario said.
“The first match is a lost,” Chi-yun said.
“But in exchange for this painful defeat, we received one excellent warrior,” said Dashan.
“That’s true,” Mei-Mei added.
“That’s ends the first round match for the A-Block in the World Duel Championships X. After a grueling match, Team Star Swirl now has one win.”
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In Equestria, Celestia and Luna, with Discord sitting on a cotton candy cloud, are all relaxing as the turn on the television. “I can’t believe we finished our duties in time for to watch the first round of the world championships,” Luna said as they find the right channel, where they see the audience cheering.
“It’s all done folks!” The commentator said. “Sagittario has defeated Chao Xin!”
“I seriously rock!” Sagittario said.
“All right!” Team Star Swirl all said. “Awesome, Sagittario!” Tempest added.
“Aw man! We missed the first match,” Discord said.
==================================================================

In the Beijing National Stadium … “In round 1 of the A-Block of the World Duel Championships X, this is what just went down. Team Star Swirl is the first to score a win. Will our Wang Hu Zhong be able to make a comeback?” The commentator asked the crowd.
“Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes!” The audience all chanted.
“Yes, Wang Hu Zhong! This place is hopping as we move on to the second match! Wang Hu Zhong’s Chi-yun verses Star Swirl’s Firestorm! Don’t go anywhere. We’re gonna be right back at it in 10 minutes!”
==================================================================

A bit later, in one of the stadiums training areas, Chi-yun is kicking a ball against a wooden target, with Dashan and Mei-Mei watching. “Chi-yun is really getting into it,” Mei-Mei noted as Chi-yun relentlessly assaults the target with the ball, hitting dead center each time.
“It’s because he saw Chao Xin get serious,” Dashan said.
“Huh?”
“Until now, Chao Xin has never been serious,” Dashan pointed out. “Also, he hasn’t ever faced me or Chi-yun. So by watching Chao Xin and Sagittario duel earlier, he realized something; that if Chao Xin had to fight with all of his strength and lost, then Chi-yun is in danger of losing. In the next match, Chi-yun isn’t just facing his opponent, Firestorm, Chi-yun want’s to use the duel with Firestorm to prove that he won’t lose to Chao Xin’s true power either.”
“The duel between Chao Xin and Sagittario has lit a fire in Chi-yun’s spirit as well.” Mei-Mei noted.
“By considering your allies rivals, you work hard together and aim for even greater heights. This is a good thing for Wang Hu Zhong,” Dashan added. “However, we cannot afford to lose. The only thing we are seeking in the next match is the word victory!”
“I know that,” Chi-yun said as he catches the ball. “That is why, I want you to leave everything to me in the next match. I promise that I will fight like I have never fought before.”
“Chi-yun,” a surprised Mei-Mei said.
“When the duel is over today, as long as you’re still standing in the ring, I won’t have any complaints. I will carry the torch for the final match.” Dashan said to Chi-yun. “We cannot lose this tournament. During each world championships, Shaolin Temple has put it’s 4000 year history on the line. After China’s only representative team to have ever won the World Duel Championships, 9 years ago, both Team Crimson Typhoon and Shaolin Temple are counting on us not to lose right away, a dishonor that all the other teams never had. There is only one place, and that is first place!”
“I, Chi-yun, will definitely win!” Chi-yun said as he kicks the ball back to the target so hard, that the target shatters.
==================================================================

In Team Star Swirls room, the team, minus Firestorm, are eating some sandwiches. “I got to hand it to you, Sagittario, that duel was really awesome,” Tempest said in between bits of his sandwich.
“Well, as the number one duelist, you have to leave it all on the arena floor, man,” Sagittario said while he eats his.
“So, what kind of training we’re you doing?” Andromeda asked.
“Well, I was training by breaking boulders, when I meet this old griffin dude in the mountains. He then taught me how to put all of my power into one point so I can shred leaves. The wired thing was that he was with the other previous leaders of China’s representative teams.” Sagittario said with his mouthful.”
“Ugh! Please, talk or eat! You’re so gross!” Radiance shouted at Sagittario, having had enough of his table manners. Her yelling makes Sagittario nearly cook.
“Has anyone seen Firestorm?” Bismarck asked.
“I’m pretty sure he’ out somewhere collecting his thoughts for his match against Chi-yun.” Firestorm answered.
“To be a champ, you have to eat a ton.” Sagittario said, clearly off topic. “Look at me. If Firestorm waits too long, Tempest will eat everything in sight.”
“You should talk, Mister Chow Hound!” Tempest yelled.
“What did you call me!?”
“Mister Chow Hound!”
“How many did you eat!?” Both Sagittario and Tempest asked the other, before they quickly back off and begin counting.
“Ugh. Firestorm won’t like seeing Sagittono and Tempy fight like this, so I’m sure he’s fine,” Yu said. “The best thing we can do for him is to let him be.”
“It’s a tie!” Sagittario and Tempest said when they finish counting. “Time to break it!” Sagittario said as he and Tempest make a grab for the same sandwich.
“Hey, that’s mine!”
“No! Mine!” Tempest and Sagittario both shouted as they do a tug-a-war, making their team mates groan out of embarrassment.
“Ugh! Unbelievable,” Bismarck, Radiance and Yu all groaned.
“I’m so glade that no one from home is here seeing this,” Andromeda said as she places a hoof over her face.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, on a balcony, Firestorm is collecting his thoughts, planning a strategy for his match with Chi-yun. “So, my opponent is Chi-yun. He’s different then Chao Xin. He specializes in attacks based on a form of Chinese martial art that was perfected under Shaolin Temples strict training. His incredible speed is a threat. But he should be an easy opponent for me to beat. As long as I act calmly and do not lose sight of myself, there is no reason I cannot win against him. As long as I stay calm.” Suddenly … “Don't count me out!” Firestorm yelled as the dark aura makes the tornado dissipate. “I will not lose!” Firestorm screeched as he crashes down onto Leone, who just barely puts up a shied to protect himself from this new and dangerous power. Firestorm doesn't stop, though. The Wonderbolt Prodigy just keeps going, which begins to make the ground beneath them crack.
“FIRESTORM!!!!!!!!!” Blaze cried out, which snaps Firestorm back to normal.
Firestorm gasps as he begins to realize what happened. It was just a flashback. “Just my imagination. Not a problem, even if Blaze isn’t here, I can do this! I will soar into the skies of the world!” Suddenly, a loud gong is heard.
==================================================================

It’s the commentator who’s ringing the gong. “Time to get it on! Get ready!” he said as he rings the gong some more, causing everyone who was outside shopping and eating to hurry back in.
==================================================================

“Oh no! It’s starting!” Sagittario said having been completely caught off guard.
“Let’s book!” Tempest said as he and the others leave the room.
==================================================================

Wang Hu Zhong does the same, only Chao Xin is laying on the couch, having decided to watch from the monitor in there. “Time’s up,” Mei-Mei said as the three walk down the corridor.
“We’re counting on you, Chi-yun,” Dashan added.
“I’m ready,” Chi-yun said. I can’t lose like Chao Xin did. I will bring out the best in Firestorm. But he is going down. The thing that divides the winner from the loser in the end is the determination to win. As long as one brings that focus and attitude to a competition, good things will follow. Chi-yun thought as they reach the arena, where the audience is cheering for them.
“Okay, here we go.” The commentator said as he stops hitting the gong. “This is the second match of the first round in the A-Block of the World Duel Championships X! First to arrive is our Wang Hu Zhong’s own Chi-yun!” The commentator said as Chi-yun walks up to the ring, while the audience shouts in both anticipation and excitement.
“Go get him, Chi-yun!”
“Bring Wang Hu Zhong a victory!”
“Yes! Yes! Chi-yun! Chi-yun!” The audience all chanted.
I must win. Chi-yun thought as he stops at the edge of the ring. I hold the fate of Wang Hu Zhong in my hoofs and my determination will not fail against his. There is only one place and that is first place!
“Next, his opponent from Equestria, Team Star Swirls Firestorm,” the commentator said as Firestorm walks up to the ring, while the audience boos him.
“You can do it, Firestorm!” Andromeda cheered.
“Give it all you got out there!” Tempest cheered.
“Yeah. If you win, it’s over. Who wants to see Andi fight, anyway?” Sagittario said under his breath, though Andromeda hears him and gives him a dirty look.
“Just don’t lose the match, okay?” Yu added.
The commentator then rings the gong, signaling everyone to calm down. “What happened to Leone, anyway?” Chi-yun asked Firestorm.
“What?”
“In Equestria, you were defeated by Leone, so why is it that you’re dueling me as Equestria’s representative? I don’t get it.”
“Are you disappointed to have me as an opponent?” Firestorm asked the short unicorn.
“Not really. It’s just …”
“It’s just what?”
“If you don’t fight harder than you did in your duel with Leone, you can’t win against me. Let’s do this!” Chi-yun said as he takes on a fighting stance.
Harder than my duel with Leone? Calm down, this is just the goofy teasing of an enemy who has no future if he loses. I won’t let it affect me. I am who I am. I’m going to win using my own fighting style and then he’ll understand the nature of my true power. I will show this guy that I’m not a pegasus who gives up. Not now. Not ever. Firestorm thought as he gets ready.
“So, will Team Star Swirl decide the entire duel with two wins in a row, or will our Wang Hu Zhong pull this out of the fire? Let’s find out. Three … two … one … GO!” At that, the two race to the center of the stadium. As they approach, Firestorm is about to punch on Chi-yun, when…
“Solid Iron Wall!” Chi-yun suddenly said as he takes on a stance, while Firestorm moves to the outer stadium.
“Just as I expected. Taking a defensive stance first,” Firestorm said.
“Boo!” Yu, Bismarck and Tempest said.
“What’s Chi-yun doing out there? He’s just waiting like a sitting duck in the center of the stadium. Isn’t he even gonna try to win?” Sagittario said.
“He’s crafty,” Andromeda pointed out. “By taking center stage, Chi-yun restricts Firestorm’s moves to only be able to circle and decide when to attack.”
“Firestorm better be careful,” Yu added. Firestorm quickly makes his move as he rams into Chi-yun, but he easily repels Firestorm with his Solid Iron Wall. Firestorm continues to attack, but Chi-yun counters it again. “While staying at the center of the ring like that, Chi-yun can save his strength. Right?”
“That, and he can view where the attacks come from and quickly counters them with quick reflexes.” Andromeda said. “As long as he keeps using the Solid Iron Wall, Firestorm won’t actually hit him.”
“So that means that the more he attacks, the one using up his energy is Firestorm,” Sagittario said.
“Yes, and Firestorm must see that’s whats going on,” Tempest said.
“Chi-yun is maintaining a rock solid stance as Firestorm goes up against his iron wall of protection!” The commentator said.
“That stance was perfected in Shaolin Temple,” Dashan said.
“It’s the basis of all of our techniques,” Mei-Mei added.
“Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes!” The audience all chanted.
“What’s the problem?” Chi-yun asked Firestorm. “Attack some more!”
“Be carful what you wish for,” Firestorm said. “If you won’t move, then I just have to move you myself!” Firestorm said as he takes off and charges at Chi-yun. “Wing Smash!”
“Too late. Thunder Sword Waltz!” Chi-yun said. Somehow, Firestorm's attack is deflected and hits the edge of the stadium. Chi-yun capitalizes this by using another move … “Piercing Brink Strike!” Chi-yun shouted.
“Stop it! Don’t move Chi-yun!” Dashan said, but it’s too late as Chi-yun rams Firestorm into the air.
“This is what I was waiting for,” Firestorm said as he quickly stops himself in the air. “Diving Crush!” Firestorm said as he quickly dives down toward Chi-yun.
“Oh! I get it! Firestorm's attacks were actually gearing him up for this.” The commentator quickly said.
==================================================================

“Awesome!” Berry and Cherry both said as they all watch.
“Go, Firestorm!” Blaze cheered.
==================================================================

“This is exactly what I’ve been waiting for,” Chi-yun said with a sinister grin. “Tempestuous Whirlwind Sword!” Chi-yun suddenly shouted as he jumps into the air and creates a small whirlwind with his magic, and knocks Firestorm out of the sky and into the stadium hard.
“Oh baby!” The commentator said as Team Star Swirl all gasp is shock. “Was Chi-yun’s spell enough to take the win?” The commentator asked as the smoke clears, and reveals that Firestorm is still standing, but wobbling a little. “Almost! Firestorm is still standing, but just barely folks! Talk about Chi-yun being a force to be reckoned with. He’s so awesome, he anticipated Firestorm’s move. That’s the kind of duelist you can expect from Chi-yun. That is why he is one of Shaolin Temple strongest warriors!”
“Amazing job, Chi-yun!” Mei-Mei complimented.
“How was he able to see that far ahead?” Dashan asked.
==================================================================

“Whoa! Not bad, I guess,” Chao Xin said as he watches the match in the waiting room.
==================================================================

“My plan was to lead him into a trap, but it completely backfired on me,” a shaken Firestorm said as he regains his composure.
“I am a Shaolin Temple warrior. And anticipating two or three moves ahead is what we do. It’s especially easy to read the next move of a guy like you who fights by the book.” Chi-yun said.
“What?”
“Keep this in mind: as long as you keep fighting so rigidly, you will never be able to win against me.”
“You kidding?” Firestorm retorted. “You think you can tell me how to fight?! I have won many fights this way! Counter Stance!” Firestorm said as he charges toward Chi-yun.
“Give it up! Where you're going, it’ll just end up the same way. Your never gonna be able to beat me.” Chi-yun said as he dodges the attack, but Firestorm reveals his true intentions as he soars into the sky.
“Ah! Firestorm has flown high into the sky once again!” The commentator said.
“Smashing Hoof!” Firestorm said as he dives down and slams into Chi-yun from above in a circular motion several times.
“Awesome!” Tempest cheered.
“Attacks like that won’t work against me, my friend,” Chi-yun said, when he grabs Firestorm's hoof when he was about to attack again and tosses him aside.
“I don’t get it!” An unstable Firestorm said. “Why aren't any of my moves able to break through his defenses?!”
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, everyone is watching with worry. “Man, that Chi-yun guys sure does gets under your skin easy. Doesn't he?” Shining Armor said.
“Come on, Firestorm. You can do it. Don’t let that pipsqueak get to you.” Blaze said under her breath.
==================================================================

“How great! Looks like this match is gonna be ours,” Mei-Mei said.
“Easy now. Don’t get to cocky,” Dashan reminded Mei-Mei. “Wait until the enemy’s power is completely drained so we know for sure. Chi-yun, start Solid Iron Wall again. Lay back while Firestorm uses up power,” Dashan ordered. However, Chi-yun charges toward Firestorm, ignoring Dashan. “What!?” Dashan asked as Chi-yun begins an offensive assault on Firestorm.
Chi-yun fires a blast of magic at Firestorm, which sends him back. “Are you still not getting it? You're holding back so much, your defeat would be crushing at this point.” Chi-yun said to Firestorm. “Start showing some true passion and try to win this thing!” Chi-yun added, while Firestorm just glares at him.
“Firestorm, calm down!” Tempest said.
“The pegasus I really want to duel with is the Firestorm in Equestria who fought hard with Leone. No, wait! Try showing me even more then that. At least then, I’ll really enjoy defeating you!” Chi-yun said as he attacks, attacks, and attacks again at Firestorm.
“Whoa! Did you see that spectacular offense? Totally different from before. Chi-yun has thrown technique out the window and is releasing an all out attack!” The commentator said as the crowd cheers for Chi-yun. “What incredible drive! An unbelievable fighting spirit! Our Chi-yun is heading straight for victory!”
“Yes! Yes! Yes!” The audience all chanted.
==================================================================

“Whoa! Now this is getting my attention,” Chao Xin said as he gets up as he watches the match in the waiting room.
==================================================================

“Chi-yun, what are you doing?” Dashan demanded.
“This way of fighting is not like him at all.” Mei-Mei pointed out.
“I know,” Dashan said. “In order to grow as a warrior, he must start to think of allies as rivals, and keep his head under the pressure of battle. However, for now the most important thing for us is an assured victory. Calm down Chi-yun.”
“I must win. I must win now!” Chi-yun said in a determined voice as he rains down blast after blast at Firestorm.
“This isn’t good. This fight is quickly turning one-sided.” Sagittario said.
“Go Firestorm!” Yu said, trying his best to help.
“What’s going on?” Chi-yun asked after he stops for a moment. “Is this all you got? Why can’t you just give me the power you showed us in the fight with Leone? Or do you just not have it in you?” Chi-yun taunted before he continues his assault, which finally makes Firestorm snap.
“Stop talking. Stop talking! I don’t want to hear any more of your upsetting taunts!” Firestorm snapped.
“Firestorm, calm down!” Tempest yelled, worried about his friend while Andromeda checks what might happened to Firestorm on her Zapple Brick.
“Ah! Not good!” Andromeda said. “Even with his Wonderbolt shock suit, if he takes getting hit like this, his chest bones might start breaking, puncturing a lung, or worse!”
“What!?” Sagittario, Bismarck, Radiance and Yu all said.
“That’s enough, Firestorm! We already have one win, so don’t push yourself!” Tempest yelled, but something is happening to Firestorm.
“It’s enough? He says that it’s enough!?” Firestorm asked himself after he finds himself in a dark place in his mind while Chi-yun stops for a moment to rest.
“You lost to Leone, didn’t you?” Chi-yun asked, being the only thing that Firestorm hears.
“That’s right, I lost to Leone.”
“As long as you keep fighting so rigidly, you will never be able to win against me.” Firestorm remembered.
“I can’t … I can’t win.”
“If you don’t fight harder than you did in your duel with Leone, you can’t win against me.”
“I can’t win? No! I must!”
“You will never win,” Chi-yun said to the unstable Firestorm now.
“But -- But I cannot lose!”
“Chi-yun will be the one to win!”
“No! Ahhh! Please stop it!” Firestorm screamed as something begins to take over, while his eyes begin to glow red. “I want to win. I will win!” Firestorm shouted as a dark presence begins to take over.
“Whoa!” Chi-yun said as he sees the darkness take over, along with everyone else who is watching.
==================================================================

In Canterlot, Celestia, Luna and Discord all gasp in shock as the see the darkness taking over Firestorm. "What in the world?" Luna asked.
==================================================================

“What is this?” Dashan asked.
“Win! I want to win! Win. Must win!” Firestorm said in a completely different voice, an evil one, as he gives off the darkness from different parts of his body, his eyes glowing blood-red.
“Wha?” Radiance, Bismarck, Andromeda and Sagittario all gasp.
“What’s going on?” A sacred Yu asked.
“Firestorm!” Tempest said.
“Hmm! This is exciting.” Chi-yun said, not at all scared. “Finally, this is the Firestorm I was hoping to duel with. Now it really means something when I take the win. Tempestuous Whirlwind Sword!” Chi-yun shouted as he creates a small whirlwind with his magic and directs it toward Firestorm, but…
“Don't mess with me!” Firestorm yelled as he not only stops the whirlwind, but takes control of it with no effort at all.
“Huh?”
“Here’s your punishment for all that arrogant taunting!” Firestorm roared as he lets loose the whirlwind at Chi-yun, who just barely avoids it as it destroys a large part of the arena. Suddenly, Firestorm flies toward Chi-yun at an incredible speed, with Chi-yun having only enough time to create a small bubble of protection as Firestorm rams him against the wall, which begins to collapse due to the force.
“What is going on here?” The terrified commentator asked. “Firestorm has suddenly gotten his second wind, and is pushing Chi-yun fiercely against the wall!”
“I won’t take this!” Chi-yun said as he tires to repel Firestorm with all of his might, but fails.
“Give it up! You’re going to have to say goodbye forever!” Firestorm shouted as the sheer force begins to create a powerful wind. Chi-yun begins to show signs of being afraid as Firestorm beings to laugh like some kind of mane-iac.
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, everyone is watching in both shock and fear of what has happened to Firestorm. “What happened to you, Firestorm!?” Soarin and Spitfire both said, very worried for their son.
“He’s completely lost it,” Peach said as her mother, Fluttershy, along with Twilight, Shining Armor, Cadence, Rarity, Rainbow, Applejack and Pinkie all gasp in shock when they see a very disturbing resemblance Firestorm has to an evil queen that they hope never to see again.
==================================================================

“No! Chi-yun, get out!” A worried Dashan cried out.
“Chi-yun!” An equally worried Mei-Mei said.
==================================================================

“What’s going on? Get it together!” Chao Xin said in the waiting room, just as worried for his teammate.
==================================================================

“No way!” Chi-yun stubbornly said. “I am not going to lose. Losing is not an option here! In the end, the drive to win is everything. As long as I can hold onto that right now, then I can do it. Losing will not be possible!” Chi-yun said as the force of Firestorm’s assault grows in intensity with every passing second, with Firestorm screaming as the bubble Chi-yun is using to protect himself begins to crack, but his sear force of will wont let it break so easily.
“Disappear! Disappear! Disappear into oblivion!” Firestorm yelled as an incredible large explosion happens, filling the stadium with smoke and dust. Suddenly, a figure flies out and lands outside the ring.
“Who is it?” Sagittario said as the smoke begins to clear.
“The one outside the stadium is Firestorm!” The commentator said after the smoke clears. “Can you believe it!? Firestorm's wild rampage ends in a self stadium out!” The commentator said as all eyes turn towards the ring, where Chi-yun is barley able to stand on his own. “The winner is, I can barley contain myself, Chi-yun! Chi-yun just barely remains standing.”
“I won?” A shocked Chi-yun asked.
“That’s right!” The commentator answered. “After an incredible hard-fought and freaky duel, the winner is our own Wang Hu Zhong’s Chi-yun!”
“Yeah! Chi-yun! Victory! Victory! Victory! Victory!” The audience chanted, completely ignorant of what just happened.
“We managed to win after all,” a relived Dashan said.
“Yes,” Mei-Mei added.
==================================================================

“Whoa. Talk about close calls.” Chao Xin said in the waiting room. “But what happened to Firestorm anyway?” Chao Xin asked as he sees Firestorm get back up, having turned back to normal.
==================================================================

“Poor guy,” Radiance said.
“Firestorm, you okay?” Yu asked the Wonderbolt prodigy. Suddenly, Firestorm collapses.
“Ah!”
“Firestorm!” Both Andromeda and Sagittario said as they all get off the platform and run toward their friend.
“Buddy! Buddy!” Tempest said as he reaches Firestorm first. “Are you okay? Firestorm. Come on, buddy,” Tempest said as he tries his best as the others reach them.
“We’re here for you,” Radiance said as she pulls out a first aid kit from her bag.
“The first round duel in the A-Block of the World Duel Championships X between Wang Hu Zhong and Star Swirl is now tied 1-1.” The commentator said as Radiance begins to bandage up Firestorm, while the others just glare at him due to how oblivious he is. “Although Chi-yun’s dramatic victory was worth way more than 10 victories.” He added while the audience all cheers, agreeing with him. “Will Wang Hu Zhong keep up this high energy and take the next match as well? Oh yeah!” He added as the audience begins saying ‘victory’ again.
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In the Beijing National Stadium … “Check it out! Welcome back to the first round of the A-Block in the World Duel Championships X! Right now the teams are tied with 1 win and 1 lose each. The last match, which will decide the winner, is between our Dashan Wang and the star from Equestria, Andromeda!” The commentator said to the excited crowd. “He has all those fans cheering him on behind him, Dashan won’t just win, he’ll mop the floor with Andromeda! So let’s here you on out there big time!”
“Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong!” The audience shouted.
==================================================================

In Team Star Swirl’s waiting room, Radiance, Yu, Sagittario, Bismarck and Tempest watch. “Wow. They’re acting like they already won the third match,” an amazed Tempest said.
“It’s like they don’t even care about what happened in the last one,” Bismarck added.
“Aw! If only we had won the first two matches in a row, this thing will be over!” Sagittario complained, only to get a well deserved punch from Bismarck.
“Put a sock in it, Sagittario!” Radiance scolded.
“Ow! What was that for?” Sagittario asked.
“Just look,” Tempest said as he points across the room, to where Firestorm, having recovered from the fight, is sitting with his head down low. He then slowly raises his head and looks toward the others.
“I’m sorry, everyone,” Firestorm said. “Sorry that I lost.”
“No worries. You did your best. You did a good job out there,” Sagittario sheepishly said.
“He’s right.” Radiance added. “Sure, maybe you got a little nuts in the end when you went berserk and all,” Radiance finished, but Firestorm just sighs as he lowers his head down.
“Anyway, one lost is nothin’ to freak out over,” Bismarck added.
“Right,” Radiance said. “After all, it doesn't mean that the team lost the series.” Radiance added, while Yu and Tempest look at Firestorm with worry.
“Your worried too, huh?” Tempest whispered to Yu.
“I am,” Yu answered in a whispered also. “The only place I even remotely saw a resemblance to Firestorm’s rampage was in a history book.”
“About Queen Chrysalis’ Changeling invasion of Canterlot during the royal wedding 31 years ago,” Tempest whispered.
“I sure hope that resemblance is just a coincidence.” Yu said.
“Hey, where’s Andi?” Sagittario suddenly asked.
“I think she’s washing up in the restroom,” Radiance answered.
“I don’t blame her,” Tempest said. “She has a big match soon, and …” Tempest was hesitant for a moment.
“And what?” Sagittario asked.
“She didn’t asked to be here like we did,” Tempest pointed out. “She was literally dragged into all of this. First her duel with Leone a little over a week ago, then that so-called ‘practice duel’ with Dashan at Shaolin Temple 3 days ago, and now this. Also, the farthest Equestria has gotten to winning the world championships was in the World Duel Championships I, and most teams afterwards lost in either the first or second rounds. A lot is probably going through her head right now.”
“Well, whatever is going through her head, I won’t allow her to lose, being the number 1 duelist and all,” Sagittario said, before Tempest hits him in the head. “Ow!”
“How can you be so insensitive, especially toward your own cousin?” Tempest asked.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, in the mares restroom, Andromeda is at the sink, washing her face, trying to think. “Calm down, Andi,” Andromeda said to herself. “It’s just a dumb fight. All you have to do is win and try not to get hurt. Sounds easy, but…” Andromeda then looks at her reflection, worrying about Dashan’s power. “I can’t start second guessing myself!” She said as she walks away from the mirror. “I have to fight. If I don’t show, they will either let Yu stand in, or they’ll consider it a forfeit. I can’t let those jerks at the Academy mock me any more!” Andromeda shouted. Even after she officially left, Andromeda still sees some of the Academy students from time to time, and she hates every time she does see them. “I can’t lose. I have to win, otherwise I'll never hear the end of it from them, or my cousin.” Andromeda said as she walks out of the restroom.
==================================================================

In Wang Hu Zhong’s waiting room, Chi-yun is doing pushups with only one hoof for some reason. “Your working out right after your duel? Are you okay, Chi-yun?” Mei-Mei asked.
“I fought clumsily. My training has not been sufficient,” Chi-yun answered as he keeps doing the pushups.
“You won, so it’s all good, right?” Chao Xin asked as he rest his feet on the table. “So take it easy.”
“Chao Xin!”
“It’s not all good,” said Chi-yun. “My opponent really defeated himself. It was not a true victory.”
“However, that does not change the fact that it was an important win,” Dashan suddenly said, which makes Chi-yun stop. “For us right now, anyway. You did a good job by winning, Chi-yun, no matter how dangerous the situation became.”
“Dashan?”
“What’s important is not to get upset with yourself but to make sure you don’t repeat the same mistakes again,” Dashan added.
“Dashan,” a surprised Mei-Mei said.
“I understand. I, Chi-yun, will never forget what happened today.”
“That’s good to hear,” Dashan said as he gets up. “Now, don’t worry about anything else. With the win you earned us, I promise to lead Wang Hu Zhong to the ultimate victory.”
“Dashan,” both Mei-Mei and Chi-yun said.
“I will not allow us to be defeated. Shaolin Temple’s reputation is on the line. I will not fail!”
==================================================================

In Team Star Swirl's waiting room, Yu, Bismarck and Radiance are all talking about Firestorm's match, Sagittario is eating, while Tempest just looks Firestorm, who is still feeling down. “Hey, are you okay?” Tempest finally asked.
“I will be,” Firestorm said, though both he and Tempest know he’s lying.
“When you went completely mental, you tried to use it, didn’t you?” Tempest asked as Andromeda walks into the room.
“I did,” said Firestorm.
“Use what?” Andromeda asked.
“The Tornado Buster,” Tempest answered. “It an unbeatable technique created by the original 13 Wonderbolts 70 years ago. The only problem is that no one has been able to perfect it, and anyone who tries to use it … well … you know since we all saw Firestorm's match.”
Suddenly … “Now, the third and final match is about to begin! Lookout, y’all!” The commentator said on the screen.
Though she’s taken off guard by the sudden announcement, Andromeda soon gains a determined look before she leaves the room, followed by the others. “You can do it, Andi,” Radiance said as they all walk down the corridor toward the stadium.
“If you lose, I’m gonna bug you about it forever,” Sagittario said.
“I know. I know!” Andromeda nearly shouted. “Don’t make me any more nervous than I’m already am. Huh?” Andromeda said, when they see 12 Shaolin Temple monks standing at attention in front of the, waiting for something.
“Whoa. Who are these guys?” Sagittario asked.
“Arn’t they the Shaolin Temple warriors?” Radiance asked.
“Yeah, but what are they doing here?” Yu asked.
“Beats me,” said Bismarck. “Besides, we got to hurry. The match is about to begin.” Suddenly, the monks all place their left fist against their right palm (or left hoof against their right one for the ponies), which makes the team stop for a moment. They then see the reason the monks just did that.
“Dashan,” Andromeda said as Team Wang Hu Zhong exits their waiting room.
Dashan then stops for a moment and turns towards Andromeda. “Know this, Andromeda; the responsibilities you and I carry are different.”
“Huh?”
“I represent 4,000 years of Shaolin Temple tradition. I cannot and will not lost.” Dashan added, before he and the other Shaolin Temple warriors leave.
==================================================================

A few minutes later, both Dashan and Andromeda are at the stadium, ready. “Welcome to the event you’ve all been waiting for, the third match in the first round of Block A in the World Duel Championships!” The commentator said to the excited audience. “So, who will win this match and claim the first round victory? Will it be the young genius daughter of Princess Twilight Sparkle from Equestria, Andromeda?”
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, everyone is watching with anticipation. “Go get him, Andromeda!” Orion cheered.
“This is going to put a lot of pressure on Andromeda,” Twilight said.
“I know,” said Flash Sentry. “The first time I fought in the World Duel Championships I, I was a nervous wreck. But after the duel started, I calmed down and won.”
“I still remember that,” Twilight said. “It was the kiss I gave you for good luck before your team left, was it?”
“Yes, it was.”
==================================================================

“If she loses here, then it’s over,” Celestia said as she, Luna and Discord watch in Canterlot. “Our challenged to the world will end, just like that.”
“We're counting on you, Andromeda.” Luna said.
==================================================================

“Or will it be the torchbearer of Shaolin Temple’s 4,000 year old secret, Wang Hu Zhong’s strongest member, our very own Dashan Wang?” The commentator asked, making the crowd cheer for Dashan even more than usual.
“Dashan Wang! Dashan Wang! Dashan Wang!” The monks from the temple all chanted, cheering Dashan on from the stands.
The responsibilities we carry are different? Andromeda thought as she glances back at her friends. I am carrying everyone’s hopes as well.
“You can do it, Andrea!” Yu cheered.
“We’re all behind you, Andi!” Sagittario added.
“I won’t lose!” Andromeda said in a serious tone.
“Let’s find out. Right now, Andromeda!” Dashan said as he and Andromeda get ready.
“Now, let's get this party started!” The commentator said. “Three … two … one … GO!” At that, the two race to the center of the stadium. Although Andromeda is clearly faster due to her smaller size, Dashan soon takes the upper hand by quickly repelling Andromeda with a kung fu technique, sending her flying to the edge of the ring.
“Andrea!”
“That chi shield that Dashan uses is amazing,” Radiance said as she analyzes using Andromeda’s Zapple Brick. “It really does absorb power.”
Not good. Andromeda thought as Dashan chuckles a little. If it goes on like this, it’ll just be a repeat of when we fought at Shaolin Temple. If a straight on attack won’t work, then how about … this! Suddenly, Andromeda teleports, which surprises everyone, before she reappears above the stadium, charging another spell.
“What up?! Did I just see that? Andromeda has already starting using spells like that? Impossible!” The commentator said as Andromeda prepares to fire.
“All right! Andi has this match for sure!” said Sagittario.
“I figured you do that,” Dashan said as Andromeda fires a laser.
“Say what?”Andromeda asked as she teleports herself back to the ground.
“Sorry, but that kind of attack won’t faze me at all. Hi-ya! Storm Surge!” Dashan shouted, before he attacks the laser from below and redirects it to Andromeda.
Acting quickly, Andromeda creates a shield from her own spell. “Unbelievable!”
“Whoa! Dashan has stopped and then redirected Andromeda’s attack!” The commentator said.
“So that is the strength of your magic,” Dashan said while panting, having had more trouble then expected to redirect that blast. “What amazing power, even more than I expected! No matter, even at such a level, you cannot defeat me.”
“Nicely done, Dashan,” Chi-yun said.
“It’s my turn to go next,” Dashan said, before … “Crushing Blast!” Dashan shouted as he, using his magic, fires a blast of fire at Andromeda, who creates a shield to protect herself, but it isn’t enough as she is pushed back to edge of the stadium.
“This time Dashan’s attack explodes right on top of Andromeda!” The commentator said.
“Andromeda!”
“Don’t dare lose!” Sagittario said, before Andromeda narrowly escapes from the assault.
“Awesome! Andromeda has managed to withstand Dashan’s assault,” said the commentator. “This match has our competitors exchanging special attacks one after another. Where will this epic duel go from here?”
“Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong!” The audience all chanted, making Andromeda gasp in surprise by their support for Dashan and his team.
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, everyone is just as surprised as Andromeda by the support for the home team. “Don’t give up, Andi!” Berry said.
“Don’t let those chanting chuckleheads throw you off. You can do it, Andi!” Orion cheered.
“Now is the time to show what your made of, Andromeda,” said Twilight.
==================================================================

“I see how you were able to recreate your mothers spell. You’re good, Andromeda. Withstanding my Crushing Blast is not something a normal unicorn can do,” Dashan said to Andromeda.
“You too. I would’ve never thought you could have counterattack like that,” Andromeda said. “But I’m still full of power, this match won’t be won by a single attack.” Andromeda said as she charges in to attack Dashan directly.
“In that case, I’ll keep at it until all that power is gone. Strong Arm Barrage!” Dashan said as Andromeda fires another laser at Dashan, but the combination of the Strong Arm Barrage and his chi armor allows Dashan to match Andromeda’s power, demonstrated when Andromeda is pushed back by the collision, while Dashan stands strong, surprising everyone.
“That’s not good,” Radiance said as she checks Andromeda’s condition with the Zapple Brick. “When Andromeda’s attacks are deflected back at her, or when Dashan attacks, he uses the chi armor, which lets Andromeda regains her balance, but her stamina is drained.”
“So that means Dashan is gradually darning Andromeda’s strength until the fatigue is right for him to finis her,” Bismarck said, knowing how dangerous fatigue can be.
“What are you doing out there, Andromeda?” Sagittario yelled. “If you’re in a magic fight like this, then you should have the advantage. So attack, attack, and keep on attacking!”
“Don’t you think I know that, Sagittarius!” Andromeda shouted. She then begins to run around Dashan and fires a barrage of lasers at Dashan, who does his best to avoid them.
“Yeah!”
“That’s more like it!”
“Using small, long-range attacks minimizes the backlash from the chi armor as well.”
“Keep taking to him, Andrea!” Sagittario, Bismarck, Radiance and Yu all said, when …
“Solid Iron Wall!” Dashan suddenly shouted as all of Andromeda’s lasers suddenly stop, making her stop and gasp in shock.
“What!? Now you’re on the defensive?” Andromeda asked.
Firestorm then gasp as he recognizes the Solid Iron Wall. “That’s the technique Chi-yun used in his fight with me.”
“Check it out,” said the commentator. “It’s the secret technique passed down for centuries at the Shaolin Temple. Yeah. You know what I’m talking about. The Solid Iron Wall!” He added, while all of the Shaolin Temple warriors all place their left fist against their right palm (or left hoof against their right one for the ponies) as a sign of respect for the 4,000 year old technique.
“That ain’t good,” Bismarck said.
“If Andrea attacks, Dashan will simply block it which makes her power drain. So where does that leave her?” Yu asked.
“Ha-ha!” Chi-yun laughed. “Plus, because Dashan’s chi is so powerful, his Solid Iron Wall is far greater than my own.”
“Until Andromeda tires out and falls to the ground, that defense will not be broken,” Mei-Mei added.
“Man! Winning by staying in a defensive stance the whole time is a lame way to duel,” a disappointed Chao Xin simply said.
“Chao Xin!”
“Oh well. This way Dashan’s victory has been decided, as long as Andromeda doesn't find any confidence.” Chao Xin said.
“That’s a good point,” Mei-Mei said. “It does seem like that Andromeda has very bad confidence in herself.”
“Damn it! If I attack, he’ll deflect it back at me. And if I don’t attack, he’ll attack me. And if I keep standing here talking, there’s no way to win,” Andromeda said to herself. “I can’t let it end like this.” Andromeda said, before she fires a blast at Dashan.
“It’s no use,” Dashan said as he uses the Solid Iron Wall to stop the blast, before he directs it back at Andromeda, who barely avoids it.
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace … “Andromeda can attack all she wants, it wont do a thing!” The commentator said as everyone watches the match live.
“It’s almost like he’s being protected by an iron wall,” Pinkie noted.
“Yeah, like mountains that won’t be moved by any storm, and that’s not a good thing,” Twilight said. “Come on, Andromeda. Remember what I told you.”
==================================================================

Andromeda is seeing a large mountain protecting Dashan, as he calmly stands in the center of the ring. “Are you still not getting it?” Dashan suddenly asked, getting Andromeda’s attention. “We Shaolin Temple warriors have used this Solid Iron Wall to protect our traditions from varies outside threats for over 4,000 years! This is the legacy of the Shaolin Temple passed down to us! Power like yours means nothing to us,” Dashan finished, while Mei-Mei, Chi-yun, and all of the Shaolin Temple warriors all place their left fist against their right palm (or left hoof against their right one for the ponies), the only one not doing so being Chao Xin.
“You got to be kidding me!” Andromeda said as she fires another blast at Dashan, but he redirects it back at her yet again. “I’m not done!” Andromeda shouted as she grabs the blast and throws it back at Dashan using her magic, but he redirects it up into the sky.
“Why aren't you listening?” Dashan asked. “The responsibilities we carry are different,” Dashan said as Andromeda begins to hallucinate that Chi-yun, Chao Xin, Mei-Mei and all of Shaolin Temple are standing behind him. “This is the reality. As you stand all alone, there is nothing you can do the break through the 4,000 year legacy of Shaolin Temple!”
“Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong! Wang Hu Zhong!” The audience all chanted, making Team Star Swirl gasp at the sheer volume of the cheering.
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, Twilight, Orion and the others are looking on with worry. “She’s starting to lose it,” Orion said as he sees his older sister beginning to lose her temper.
==================================================================

In a small town in the African country of Camelia, Leone is watching the match in the saloon. “Andromeda! You better not lose this!”
==================================================================

“The responsibilities we carry are different,” Andromeda said, any confidence she had now gone as she sees the entire Shaolin Temple appear behind Dashan. Are you telling me that I can’t stand up to it with my own power? Andromeda thought.
“Whoa! Check it out. Andromeda is just standing there now, completely silent. Is she giving up this duel and going home?” The commentator asked.
“This is bad,” Sagittario said.
“Pull yourself together, Andrea!”
But what should I do? What should I …? Andromeda thought to herself.
“It’s all over. Looks like there’s nothing else Andromeda can do now.”
“It’s Dashan’s victory.” Chi-yun and Mei-Mei both said.
Shaolin Temple’s 4,000 year legacy. That’s huge! How can I fight that? Compared to that, what can I do by myself? Andromeda thought, having lost all of her confidence, when …
“Andromeda!” Tempest suddenly shouted. “Don’t quit! Just remember what your mom said: you have our support, not just as your teammates, but as your friends,” Tempest finished, which makes Andromeda gasp in total shock, having forgotten.
“Just remember that you’re not alone. You have both the support of your team and your friends here.” Andromeda remembered what her mother said before they left for China.
“Listen well. There’s only one pony in the world I want to defeat: it’s you, Andromeda! You alone.” She remembered what Leone said to her after the second qualifying duel back in Equestria. A spark then appears in Andromeda’s eyes as she begins to realize something.
“Before you tire out, let us finish this with an attack. Hi-ya! Strong Arm Barrage!” Dashan shouted as he conjures up two green glowing boxing gloves and charges at Andromeda. However, Andromeda creates a shield that not only stops Dashan’s attack, but begins to push him back. “Huh?”
“Tempest, mom, Leone … you're all right,” Andromeda said. “This is not my fight alone. I fight on the behalf of many others. I am carrying a heavy responsibility, and it’s just as important as the one you carry yourself! Do you understand, Dashan?”
“No, I don’t.”
“Do you see that I’m still here? Until it is over, I will not give up on my friends, family or anything else. Not ever!” Andromeda said, having regained all of her confidence.
“You tell them, Andrea!”
“Go hit him with all that you got!”
“We’re all behind you Andromeda!”
“Do it, Andromeda!” Yu, Sagittario, Radiance and Firestorm all cheered.
==================================================================

“Shaolin Temple is a training school for misfits!” Taurus said.
“You got everyone’s support going for you, Andi!” Bucky cheered.
==================================================================

“Keep fighting, Andromeda,” Luna cheered as she, Celestia and Discord watch from the castle.
==================================================================

“Let’s do this!” Andromeda said, having not to hear all of the support from her friends or family anymore. “For Tempest, Bismarck, Firestorm, Sagittario and Yu who have worked so hard to get here. For everyone back home in Equestria who are cheering us on. I must not lose here today!” Andromeda said as he shield kicks Dashan back to the very edge of the stadium.
“It’s no use! The bonds and feelings you have with your friends is powerless before Shaolin Temples history!” Dashan said as he gets ready for another attack.
“True strength and magic don’t come from history, they come form the magic of friendship and from the spirit that lives in here!” Andromeda said as she places a hoof on her chest.
“Wait to say that until after you’ve won against me,” Dashan said.
“Not a problem. I’ll show you my warriors spirit, just watch!” Andromeda said before she charges toward Dashan.
“I’ll accept your challenge. Let’s see your warriors spirit take this!” Dashan said as he reignites his attacks (literally) and slams into Andromeda, causing a huge burst of power.
“Dashan!”
“Andromeda!”
“It’s hopeless!” A very confident Dashan said, only to see that Andromeda is beginning to glow yellow as she pushes forward. “What!? It cannot be!” A stunned Dashan said as Andromeda kicks him back several feet to the edge of the ring. “Impossible! The Shaolin Temple’s time honored wall has … Ah! The honor of Shaolin Temple’s reputation is at stake. I cannot lose!” Dashan said as he covers himself in flames as he and Andromeda charge at each other, screaming as they clash at the center.
“Go get him, Andi!”
“Hold on!”
“Dashan!”
“Be strong, Dashan!” Tempest, Yu, Mei-Mei and Chi-yun all said. Suddenly, Dashan kicks Andromeda into the air, making her friends gasp in shock and fear.
“All right, this time I’ll finish it!” Andromeda suddenly said, which surprises everyone before she begins to glow yellow. “Shooting Star Attack!” Andromeda shouted as she directs herself toward Dashan and falls down toward him. Looking just like a shooting star.
“Don’t get ahead of yourself. Hi-ya! Crushing Blast!” Dashan shouted as he shoots a stream of fire at Andromeda. “I won’t lose! It won’t be tolerated! The fate of the Shaolin Temple’s 4,000 year legacy is in my hoofs!”
“That's makes no difference,” Andromeda said to Dashan. “The bonds I have with my friends won’t lose to you, your temple or anything else!” Andromeda said as the to attacks collide, with Andromeda’s virtually destroying Dashan’s. As this is happening, Andromeda remembers something else that Leone said to her.
“Andromeda, until you face me, don’t you dare lose to anyone.”
You can count on that, Leone. Andromeda thought as her attack hits Dashan. Suddenly, a large amount of smoke appears, making everyone hold their breath as a figure flies out and lands outside of the ring. It’s Dashan!
“It’s -- It’s all over! It’s been decided!” The commentator said as Dashan gets up, shocked. “The winner is Team Star Swirl’s Andromeda!”
“I did it!” Andromeda said, completely fine as she stand triumphantly in the ring.
“All right!” All of Team Star Swirl said. “Awesome job, Andrea!”
“We’ve passed through the first round!” An excited Sagittario said as Andromeda runs up to her team.
==================================================================

In the Crystal Palace, everyone is celebrating too. “She did it!” Peach said.
“That’s out bestie best friend Andromeda for you!” Cherry added.
“B-b-b-b-b-b-bull! Things like this always get me so fired up, and right now I’m burning up!” Taurus suddenly said.
==================================================================

“This means that they all move on to round two,” Luna said.
“Yes. But more importantly, Andromeda has just regained something she had no idea she lost,” Celestia said. “Her confidence. And she made new friends doing it.”
==================================================================

“I lost?” A shocked Dashan said as he gets on his hoofs. “I’ve been … Shaolin Temple has been defeated? I’ve smeared mud on Shaolin Temple’s legacy. I’m so ashamed.” Dashan said, felling like he could break down at any moment. Suddenly …
“Hey, why won’t you lighten up?” Chao Xin suddenly asked as he, Mei-Mei and Chi-yun walks up to Dashan, the three now staring at him.
“Chao Xin!”
“Shut up, Chao Xin!”
“Just because you lost, Dashan, doesn't mean that a legacy that was built for over 4,000 years will disappear, ya know. You can just win next time. Relax.” Chao Xin added, ignoring Mei-Mei and Chi-yun.
“What!?” Dashan asked.
“A wise stallion once said that the important thing for you to do is not to get upset with yourself, but to make sure you don’t repeat the exact same mistake again. Am I right?” Chao Xin said to Dashan, who’s a bit surprised.
“Chao Xin…” Dashan tired to say.
“Dashan, you don’t have to carry the responsibility all by yourself.” Chi-yun pointed out.
“Right on, Chi-yun. But for now on, we can all create a new legacy together. So how about that?” Chao Xin said, which surprises his teammates.
“Chao Xin … that is brilliant.”
“That’s the first clever thing you ever said,” Chi-yun and Mei-Mei both said.
“Huh?”
“Are you feeling all right?” Chi-yun asked the griffin.
“Hey!” Chao Xin said as Mei-Mei laughs.
“You’re right.” Dashan said with a big smile. “Let’s create our very own Shaolin Temple legacy.”
“Yes!”
“Okay!” The three said before they look over toward Team Star Swirl, who are congratulating Andromeda. Suddenly, the team all hear clapping, and see the DJ, Team Wang Hu Zhong, the Shaolin Temple warriors and even the audience are all clapping, congratulating on their victory today. This surprises them.
“Okay.” Andromeda finally said. “That was the first big step, everypony. Now let’s aim for the best in the world!” Andromeda said as they all place hire hoofs on hers, making a promise that won’t be broken.
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The Stallion who Holds a Hero's Sword

From the moment the first rays of sunshine flowed through his bedroom window, Orion Sparkle woke up without a single ounce of hesitation, threw off the warm covers that enveloped him, and jumped out of bed. The room was cold and the world outside looked even more frigid, but instead of returning to the toasty embrace of his dreams, he only felt more awake than ever. His sister, Andromeda, had just won the first round of the World Duel Championships X, and he knows that another match, this time between the EU team and the Saddle Arabia team will be held sometime today. He was pumped! He rushed out of his room and straight to the kitchen, where his mother, Princess Twilight Sparkle, was already making dandelion pancakes. “Oh! You’re up. I was just about to go get you,” Twilight said as she flips one of the pancakes.
“I really couldn't sleep much last night,” said Orion as he takes his seat at the table. He glances across the table, to where his sister would’ve sat, but it was empty. “I’m so glade Andi won the first match! It was awesome!”
“It sure was,” Twilight said as she places about 4 pancakes on a plate in front of Orion. “I’m still surprised she made that move. What was it called?”
“Shooting Star Attack,” Orion said as he begins to drench his pancakes with maple syrup. “When the World Duel Championships XI come, I’m definitely gonna enter and win!”
“Let’s not ahead of ourselves here,” Twilight said as she takes her seat. “By the way, Taurus said he was leaving today, right?”
“Yeah,” Orion said, slightly sadden that his new friend was leaving so soon.
==================================================================

Elsewhere in town near the train station, Taurus, with his bags, watches as Celestia raises the sun up into the sky. “The sun is rising, a giant ball of fire that reminds me of my own warriors spirit. Andromeda, your duel in the world championships has relit my fire. The fire that makes my warriors spirit burn. After seeing something like that, I can’t sit around here one more minute,” he said as he turns toward the small, quiet town. “Farewell to all the friends that I made here. No matter what happens, there’s no turning back now! B-b-b-b-b-b-bull!” He said as he runs toward the train, leaving behind a dust cloud in his wake.
==================================================================

Elsewhere, on the other side of the world, in the country known as the Itallion Peninsula, a tall, pegasus stallion with royal blue eyes, a blonde mane that reaches down to his shoulders, a pale purple coat and a slim physique, wearing a red tuxedo and a white gem on his necklace and a golden rose for a cutie mark, is ridding on a giant lizard that is at least eight feet tall and twenty-five feet long with dark green scales (except along its ventral side) from its jaw to its tail. It appears to be a bizarre mix between an eel and a grey hound, are running through a forest. The pegasus them makes the eel hound stop once the exit the forest. They are on a small hill, overlooking a luxurious estate that has a large mansion, a dome structure out in a small lake, a maze of roses, a fountain, and other things of that sort. He then rides the eel hound out into the clearly rich estate.
Suddenly, a first-class helicopter flies over them. The back hatch opens and the pegasus makes the eel hound jump into it. The hatch closes as the helicopter flies to a private airport. Once it lands, several a butler and four body guards are waiting for him, along with a private jet 50 feet away. The butler then gives the pegasus a sword within it’s sheath and a round shield that has a mare with snakes for a mane on it, with it’s eyes closed for some reason, to him. “We wish you the very best of luck,” the butler said as the pegasus takes the sword and shield, and then trots toward the plane.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, on an airplane heading toward Saddle Arabia, the passengers are eating lunch. Among them, Team Star Swirl. “You know what, guys?” Sagittario suddenly asked as he eats some bread. “This taking trips overseas to do some dueling is really the best thing ever.”
“But if you get distracted, you're gonna lose,” Yu pointed out. “If you do ever lose, I get to take your place on the team!” Yu teased.
“Fat chance!” Sagittario said. “Because I’m never gonna lose. I’ll keep winning and winning until I get to the finales, and then I’ll win those.”
“Just keep on winning?” Andromeda said as she stops eating for a moment, remembering something that took place at the Beijing International Airport earlier that day…
==================================================================

Several hours earlier, Team Star Swirl are waiting for their next flight. “Where to next?” Yu asked.
“Saddle Arabia,” Andromeda answered as she reads a book about the country.
“Hey, Andromeda,” a familiar voice called out.
“Dashan?” Andromeda asked as the leader of Wang Hu Zhong walks up to them. “You came to see us off?”
“Yes, my friend,” Dashan answered. “But I also have something to say to you.”
“And what might that be?” Andromeda asked.
“To say this: don’t lose, Andromeda,” Dashan answered, which surprises Andromeda. “Your team defeated ours, Wang Hu Zhong. If you were to lose now, it would reflect poorly on Shaolin Temple’s honor.”
“Right. I understand.”
“The next time we duel, we will defeat you. Chi-yun, Mei-Mei, and even Chao Xin have already started their new training. They will be ready for when we meet again."
“Sounds like everyone is working hard,” Tempest said.
“Yes,” Dashan said. “Well, then until next time.” Dashan said as he bows to the team.
“We will be happy to duel you again, Dashan,” Andromeda said as she and Dashan shake hoofs as friends.
==================================================================

Andromeda smiles, having made new friends in a place like China. “Man, there sure are a lot of really good duelists out there. I was totally surprised,” Sagittario suddenly said as he and the others finish eating. “How about you guys? What do you think?”
“Absolutely! There were amazing duelist in China! I can’t wait to see who we meet next,” Yu said.
“Next we will see the team from the EU, Excalibur, and the Saddle Arabia team, Desert Blaze. They’re dueling each other tonight.” Firestorm said.
“The word on the street is that both teams have incredibly strong and talented members,” Radiance said.
“Then let's pay close attention as we watch,” Andromeda said. “They’re in the same A-Block with us, so there is a chance we’ll face the winner eventually.”
==================================================================

Later, in the Saddle Arabian city of Riyadh, Team Star Swirl gets off the bus from the airport near their hotel they’ll be staying at. “Yeah! We’re here,” a happy Yu said. “Wow, the ponies here are as tall as Celestia.”
“That’s because they’re not ponies, but horses,” Andromeda said.
“Wow, it’s super hot here,” Sagittario said, sweating just by standing still.
“It’s the long-awaited World Duel Championships X!” A unicorn with a sand brown coat, a black mane and beard, yellow eyes and wearing a brown cloak and a white scarf acting like a hood said over a nearby jumbotron. “Our representatives, Team Desert Blaze, will finally have their first round duel tonight! Gasur, Karte, and Zidane, the three pegasi who have honed their skills in the harsh desert environment. Will they show us a fierce fight? Tonight, in Yellow Sands Arena, be sure to watch our Team Desert Blaze’s victory with your own eyes!”
“So cool!”
“You totally rock, Desert Blaze!” Several horses cheered.
“Everypony, or should I say everyhorse, sure are pumped,” Radiance chuckled.
“Desert Blaze sure do look pretty good,” Firestorm noted.
“What do you mean ‘pretty good’?” A unicorn asked.
“Desert Blaze is the strongest by far. Gasur and the others are definitely gonna become number 1!” Another said.
“You must be confused,” Sagittario suddenly said as he steps forward. “If you're talking about the world's number 1 duelist, then it is I …” Right before Sagittario could finish that sentence, Tempest places an arm around Sagittario and shuts his mouth with his hoof.
“Sorry about that,” Tempest said to the clearly confused unicorns.
“By the way,” Andromeda said, getting the two horses attention. “Where would someone go to if they wanted to meet this Desert Blaze?”
“Well, they usually train out by the ruins 2 kilometers south of Riyadh,” one of them answered.
==================================================================

Later, 2 kilometers south of Riyadh, at the ruins of an old temple … “That must be the place,” Bismarck said as they reach the ruins.
“Yeah, but where are they?” Tempest asked. Suddenly, they all the flapping of wings not far away, on the other side of a sand dune.
“What was that?” Andromeda asked.
“Let’s check it out,” Sagittario said as they all run toward there. Once they reach the top of the sand dune, they all see three pegasi. One, the apparent leader, has a blue coat, orange eyes, a white mane, and is wearing a light green military uniform with goggles around his neck. Another one has a yellow coat, purple eyes, a black, spiky mane, a light brown vest and is wearing goggles on his head. He is accompanied by the last one, a pegasus who has a red coat, a mustard-yellow mane, green eyes, and is wearing a white scarf and a brown jacket. All of them have crows for cutie marks.
“That’s must be them,” said Tempest as they see the three pegasi fly among the stone rubble. “What incredible control they have,” Tempest said as they see the three fly past the broken walls and pillars with ease, despite the heat and the sand.
“That totally rocked, Gasur!” The yellow one said to the blue as he lands. “Zidane, looks like it’s out turn, buddy,” the yellow said to the red.
“Leave it to me, Karte.” The yellow one said as he and the red soon take off.
“What are they up to now?” Andromeda asked as the two fly close together, before…
“Crow Crusher!” They two shouted as they spin around one another, speeding up at an incredible pace before they blast right through a large boulder. The boulder now shattered to pieces, the two fly out completely unharmed as the land by the blue pegasus.
“Whoa! Unbelievable!” Sagittario shouted, which gets the blue pegasus’ attention.
“Who’s there?” The blue pegasus demanded as he looks up the sand dune.
“Uh, nopony!” A panicking Andromeda tried to say. “Sorry, we didn’t mean to bother you. We just wanted to see your practice routine.”
“Huh! You’re her, aren't you! You’re Andromeda!” The blue pegasus said after he took a good look at Andromeda, while the other two stare at him in shock.
“What?! Did you say ‘Andromeda’?” The yellow one asked, while Team Star Swirl just look on in shock.
“Jeez, Andi. Is there anywhere in the world where people haven't heard about that spell?” Tempest asked as they all walk down the sand dune.
“I see,” the blue one said as he puts two and two together. “So, you all came here just to see tonight's duel.”
“Well, since we’re in the same division of the world championships, we’ll probably face each other at some point,” Andromeda pointed out.
“It’s best to know a little something about your opponent, ya know,” Yu said.
“Sure, that makes sense,” the blue one said. “We saw your duel with Wang Hu Zhong too.”
“It was an excellent fight,” the red one complimented.
“Yeah!” Said the yellow, while Andromeda blushes slightly.
“Really? Thanks.” A blushing Andromeda said.
“My name is Gasur,” the blue one said before he points toward the red one. “This is Zidane and Karte. Nice you meet you.”
“Nice to meet you, too,” Radiance said.
“You guys are all pretty amazing pegasi,” Tempest said. “Looks like tonight's duel will be a fun one to watch.”
“It should be. And we’re gonna win for sure,” said Gasur.
“But we can’t let our guard down. Our opponents are all duelist trying to win for their countries or regions too,” the yellow one, Karte, added.
“That’s why we practice like this everyday. So that today we can become a little better than yesterday. And tomorrow, a bit better than today.” Zidane finished, while Team Star Swirl all nod in understanding.
“Andromeda, hopefully we can both keep winning and meet in the stadium and duel,” Gasur said to a slightly surprised Andromeda.
“Yeah, that’ll be great. Let’s try to make that happen,” Andromeda said as she extends her hoof out.
“Sure. It’s a deal,” Gasur said as he and Andromeda shake hoofs.
==================================================================

Later, back in Riyadh, Team Star Swirl are walking toward their hotel. The sun is setting as the temperature begins to go down, through it’s still a pretty warm 32° C. “So that was Team Desert Blaze?” Bismarck asked.
“Yeah. They sure are nice guys,” Radiance said. “Won’t they, Andromeda?” Radiance said in a teasing manner to Andromeda, who blushes. Suddenly, a white limousine rolls up to a luxury hotel they were passing, which makes them stop. “Whoa! A limousine.” Radiance said as a red carpet is rolled out to the limo’s passenger door. Two bodyguards then run up to it, one of them opening the door. An Itallion pegasus stallion with royal blue eyes, a blonde mane that reaches down to his shoulders, a pale purple coat and a slim physique, wearing a red tuxedo with a golden rose for a cutie mark then gets out, while a butler carries two objects in white cloth from the back, as several maids and other butlers wait for them.
“Whoa, who’s that? Some kind of movie star?” Yu asked.
“I don’t know,” Radiance said.
“Probably some spoiled, rich kid,” Bismarck said as the pegasus walks into the hotel, with the butler close behind.
“Well, whoever he is, it has nothing to do with us,” Andromeda said. “Let’s go get something to eat.”
“Yeah. I’m hungry,” Yu said as the 7 walk off to look for a good restaurant.
“Humph! It appears that coming all this way will be worth while after all,” the pegasus said as he enters the hotel.
==================================================================

Back in Ponyville, Twilight and some of her friends are eating in Sugarcube Corner. “It fells wired, not having Andi, Biz, Radiance or Tempest here,” Berry said as he gives Orion a slice of pie.
“Tell me about it,” Bucky said as he just swirls his soup with a spoon, clearly missing his older brother.
“Relax, guys,” Flora said. “Eventually they’ll be home for a match here.” Flora pointed out, when she sees the TV screen. “Hey, Berry, can you turn up the volume on the TV?”
“Sure,” Berry said as he goes up and turns up the volume, to where everyone can now hear.
“Now, here at Yellow Sands Arena, our home team is ready to rumble as they aim to become number 1 in the world, Desert Blaze starts it’s journey at last!” A Saddle Arabian unicorn with a sand brown coat, a black mane and beard, yellow eyes and wearing a brown cloak and a white scarf acting like a hood said.
“The match between Team Desert Blaze and Team Excalibur is about to start,” an excited Cherry said as everyone watches intently.
==================================================================

Halfway across the world, in Riyadh, Saddle Arabia, in the Yellow Sands Arena … “Just what kind of big, bad duel will they show us tonight? Here come the teams!” The commentator said to a very excited crowd, with Team Star Swirl among them. They all watch as Team Desert Blaze rises up to the stage on a platform, making the audience go crazy.
“Good luck to you all, Desert Blaze!” Tempest shouted from the stands.
“Don’t forget the promise you made with us!” Andromeda added, while Gasur turns toward them and shouts…
“I won’t!”
“Their opponents are the EU representative, give it up for Team Excalibur!” The commentator said as Team Excalibur’s platform is raised, but the only one there is an Itallion pegasus stallion with royal blue eyes, a blonde mane that reaches down to his shoulders, a pale purple coat and a slim physique, wearing a red tuxedo with a golden rose for a cutie mark, carrying a round shield that has a mare with snakes for a mane on it, with it’s eyes closed, and a sword within it’s sheath on his back. “Why is there only one duelist?”
“What?” Gasur asked.
“What he say?” Both Karte and Zidane asked.
“It’s that rich kid from before!” A surprised Tempest said.
“He’s the EU’s representative?” Andromeda asked.
“That guy is a duelist?” A shocked Firestorm asked.
“Apparently, the only member of the EU team to show up is a pegasus named Julien Konzern,” the commentator said. “Does he plan to fight Desert Blaze on his own?”
“What’s your angel, Julien?” Andromeda asked, while Julien just stands there, calmly like he won already.
==================================================================

“Can anyone tell me what’s going on here?” Berry asked as everyone watches the match back in Sugarcube Corner.
“The world championships uses a three on three, sometimes a five on five or three on five team duel style,” the commentator pointed out. “Did the EU team forgot to pick someone up at the airport?”
“Hey, you! Where are the other two members of your team?” Gasur asked.
“I don’t need them,” Julien replied.
“So does that mean you’re going to face all three of us by yourself?” Zidane asked. “That makes no sense.”
“It won’t be a problem, for me,” Julien said.
“What was that?” Karte asked.
==================================================================

“Even if one of you can defeat me here, then your team will win the duel. Does that sound okay?” Julien asked.
“Are you putting us on?” Karte asked.
“This match isn’t a joke to us, pal,” Zidane said as the audience all begins to talk about Julien, some saying he’s nuts.
“He’s planning to fight all three matches himself?” A surprised Andromeda asked.
“I can’t understand what this guy is even thinking,” said Tempest.
“I don’t know what his deal is, but it’s amusing.” Sagittario said, while Yu groans in annoyance.
“That’s a big mouth you got,” Gasur said. “I’ve seen this before, guys like you who overestimate their own skills and power. Fine then, we’ll teach you that your conceited way of thinking won’t fly out here in the real world.”
“Humph! In that case, let’s get started,” Julien said.
“DJ!” Zidane said to the commentator.
“Me? Oh, right! Sorry,” the DJ said as he realizes what’s gonna happen. “The World Duel Championships A-Block, round 1, the Desert Blaze verses Excalibur duel, will be an irregular three against one competition. If Julien is defeated once, Desert Blaze will win and move on to the second round.”
“Be careful with this guy,” Karte said to Gasur, who’s walking out to the ring.
“Don’t sweat it, Karte. I’ll end this with the first match,” said Gasur as he and Julien enter the ring.
“The first match is Gasur verses Julien,” the DJ said.
“Don’t mess with us, Julien!”
“Take this guy out with one move, Gasur!”
“Let’s see you kick some butt, Desert Blaze!” Three members of the audience all shouted.
“Ready to throw down, big mouth? Because I’m sure am!” Gasur said in a serious voice.
“Ha! At least try to last long enough to hear the melody. My Sword of Perseus’ melody,” Julien said as he places the shield on his left arm and pulls out the sword from it’s sheath, which has an empty slot in it’s hilt and a black gem embedded in the blades tip.
“What’s a Perseus?” Tempest asked.
“A Greek mythological figure that is said to be the very first pegasus,” Andromeda answered.
“Buckle up fans, ‘cause here we go!” The DJ said as Gasur and Julien get ready. “Three … two … one … GO!” Right away, Gasur flies toward Julien, and tires to hit him, but Julien uses his shield to block it, but before he knew it, Gasur is beginning to hit him and different angles and points around Julien, who either gets hit or blocks it with his ugly shield. “There it is! Gasur’s signature 	hit and run attacks! Julien is showered in blows!” The DJ added, while the crowd all cheers for Gasur.
“That’s what I’m talking about!”
“Come on, keep it up, Gasur!” Zidane and Karte both said, while Julien just stands still, as if he’s listening to something while Gasur keeps up his attacks.
“For someone who asked for a one against three fight, he’s no big thing.”
“Yep. He’s just got a big head,” Sagittario and Yu said, while everyone else just looks on.
“And that’s not all!” Gasur said as he jumps off the edge and attacks from above to continue his barrage by using diving attacks, though Julien just blocks them.
“Gasur continues with his endless diving attacks! Is Julien not going to fight back at all?” The DJ asked while the audience all cheers.
“All right! That Gasur really is something!” Tempest said.
“I guess…” Bismarck said.
“I know, it looks like Julien isn’t really feeling his attacks,” Firestorm noted.
“You think so too?” Andromeda said after she took out here Zapple Brick. “It must be because of the shields composition. Look, that shield is made up of 80% adamantium and 20% vibranium, both incredible rare metals. That adamantium makes the shield, quite literally, indestructible, while the vibranium absorbs any and all vibration. Which means, even if a fully grown dragon were to hit it, Julien would only feel the force of a kitten.”
“I think the bigger question is what he’ll do to attack,” Firestorm said.
“That tone, it really hurts my ears.” Julien said, referring to Gasur’s attacks and wing beats. “A harsh, uninspired rhythm. A melody lacking even a hint of beauty. Why it’s nothing more than a noise. I can’t stand to listen to it anymore! I’ll bring it to it’s finale!” Julien said, when he suddenly tosses his shield at a surprised Gasur.
“Say what!?” A shocked Gasur said as he just barely ducks as the shield flies by him, before a cord attach to the shield pulls it back toward Julien.
“Okay. That was cool,” Tempest said.
“According to legend …” Julien began to say.
“Excuse me?” Gasur said.
“The Greek hero, Perseus,” Julien continued, “went on a journey to defeat a fearsome monster; Medusa, the serpent-mare with snakes for a mane, that turned anyone she looked at into stone. After a heated fight, Perseus emerge victories by cutting off Medusa’s head. He then used Medusa’s eyes as a weapon to defeat his enemies by turning them into stone.”
“What is that dude talking about, Zidane?” Karte asked.
“Beats me.”
“Ha! You’re a very strange guy,” Gasur said in a skeptical tone. “If you think you can beat me by using Greek myths, then bring it on!”
“I’ll show you the power of a hero, starting with this!” Julien said when, unexplicitly, the eyes of the snake-mare on Julien’s shield suddenly open, showing two blood-red gems with serpentine irises, that look like their made of liquid metal.
“What the hell!?” A surprised Gasur said.
“What’s that?” Sagittario asked.
“The eyes opened!” A just as surprised Andromeda answered.
“Can you believe it? It looks like the eyes on Julien’s ugly shield opened up,” the equally surprised DJ commentated.
“It’s useless! No one is able to run from these, Medusa’s eyes,” Julien said as the ‘eyes’ begin to glow while he aims the shield toward Gasur.
“If he’s using some weird magic gems, then I’ll just fight back with my speed,” Gasur said as he takes to the air. However, he glances at the shield for just a moment, and he suddenly drops like a rock. “What’s going on? I can’t move!” Gasur said through gritted teeth.
Suddenly, Julien runs toward Gasur, and knocks him out of the stadium with the shield, which makes Gasur’s teammates gasp in shock. “Gasur!” Andromeda cried as Gasur hits the wall, and falls, able to move again.
“Julien’s devastating attack nails big time,” the DJ said while the audience gasps in shock. “Gasur’s day is over as he was sent flying out of the stadium with a swift, single blow.”
“So that was Medusa’s eyes,” an intrigued Andromeda said.
==================================================================

“What the hay just happened?” Bucky asked.
“It looked like Gasur was paralyzed somehow,” Flora said. “But how?”
“I have heard about a special metal called gravitonium, which is said to be able to manipulate gravity,” Twilight said. “Those gems in that shield must have some. Which means that, when the eyes are opened, Julien can make someone stop moving for a period of time.”
“Well, whatever happened, Gasur isn’t taking it well,” Rainbow said as Gasur begins to hit the ground with his hoof, while his teammates come to his aid.
“This -- This can’t be!” Gasur said.
“Calm down, Gasur,” Karte said. “You just got a little careless, and that’s all.”
“But now, thanks to you, we now know the opponents secrets,” Zidane said, which makes Gasur smile a little as he realizes this.
“What’s the big deal about some freaky gems that can paralyze you? I can easily beat that with one wing tied to my back,” said Karte as he walks up to the stadium.
==================================================================

“For the second match, Karte steps forward. Will he win for his pal Gasur?” The DJ asked, making the audience all cheer, saying yes.
“You came alone?” Julien asked as he places the white gem around his neck into his swords hilt.
“What?”
“You and that other one over there should come at me together,” Julien said as he points toward Zidane.
“Whoa! Now what?” The DJ asked. “This time, Julien is saying that he wants to fight two at the same time. Just how far will the pegasus go to insult Desert Blaze?”
“Come on! Just play the match fairly!”
“Don’t pay any attention to him! Teach him a lesson he won’t forget! Come on Karte! Come on Zidane!” Two members of the audience yelled.
“Oaky, then let's get on with this thing!” Karte said as Zidane walks up.
“Yeah! If it’s two against one you want, then we’re more then happy to accommodate you,” Zidane said.
“Team Desert Blaze accepts your challenge!” They both said, which makes Julien smile.
“This is getting crazy!” The DJ said, having a hard time believing what he’s seeing and hearing. “The second match will be an irregular two-on-one duel. Now that he is taking on both Karte and Zidane, will Julien possibly escape unharmed?”
“Yes, sir! This’ll be great!” An excited Sagittario said.
“I can’t believe this guy. Going out of his way to put himself at a disadvantaged like that? What a dummy,” Yu said.
“He must not know that Karte and Zidane have a combo move that they can only do together,” Radiance said.
“Maybe, or is Julien still hiding something pretty nasty up his sleeve?” Andromeda said.
“Come on! Let’s go, Julien!” Both Karte and Zidane said.
“I see. This time I’ll play a song for you: your funeral march!” Julien said as he puts the shield on his right arm, as he points the sword at Karte and Zidane.
“Now then, let the duel begin,” the DJ said. “Three … two … one … GO!” At that, Julien does something that not only shocks Karte and Zidane, but everyone in the stadium…
==================================================================

…And in Sugarcube Corner as well. “I don’t believe it!” Twilight gasped.
==================================================================

In the Yellow Sands Arena, the entire audience is gasping as Julien does it again. “This just can’t be! It just can't! That guy is…” Andromeda tried to say as Julien appears above Karte and Zidane, before he disappears in a flash of light, only to reappear at the center of the ring, smiling. “Teleporting by using magic! Impossible! I cannot believe that there are artifacts other than the Elements of Harmony and the Alicorn Amulet that give their holder such abilities!”
“Huh? Is he really a hornless unicorn with fake wings or something?” Sagittario asked.
“Andi!” Tempest said.
“Oh, right!” Andromeda said as she slaps herself back into reality and looks at the analyzer. “No, that’s not it! The only thing different is that the white gem Julien had around his neck is now in the swords hilt. When the white gem is implanted into the hilt, not only does it counteracts the black gems weight, but it also creates a powerful magic field.”
“So that means that Julien can decide whether or not he can or cannot use unicorn level magic,” Tempest said.
“Huh? A pegasus that uses unicorn magic?” Karte asked, completely shocked.
“Don’t freak out, Karte,” Zidane said. “When he reappears again, let’s do our move.”
“Yes, Zidane. Understood.” Karte said as the two take off. Flying close together, they begin to spin around one another, speeding up at an incredible pace. “Crow Crusher!” They both shouted as Julien reappears below, not worried.
“Now, listen to this, your funeral march! The Black Excalibur!” Julien shouted as he charges his sword with a powerful dark energy, before he fires the blast at the two. The blast not only stops the Crow Crusher, but sends Karte and Zidane out of the ring and straight into the wall.
“That … didn’t happen,” Karte said, in denial of their lose.
“It can’t be true.”
“Desert Blaze lost,” two members of the audience said.
“Unbelievable!” The DJ said. “Julien has single handedly defeated all three members of Team Desert Blaze. The EU representatives, Team Excalibur, move on to the second round.” The DJ added as Julien puts up his sword, and looks up into the stands, right where Team Star Swirl is sitting.
“Did you see that?” Tempest asked. “Those three were just defeated by just one guy.”
“He has a shield that can paralyze someone, and a sword that lets him use unicorn magic?” Yu asked.
“So, who is this Julien Konzern?” Andromeda asked, as Julien leaves.

	
		The Wintry Land of Russia



The Wintry Land of Russia

In the frozen lands of Russia, a train rails across the frostbitten land. In one of the trains passenger cars, Team Star Swirl are watching the scenery fly by, watching the reindeer and beautiful snow-covered trees, except for Firestorm, who’s reading a Daring Do book. “There’s some more! There’s reindeer over there too!” An excited Yu said.
“That makes 9,755,” Andromeda said.
“Forest. Reindeer. Forest. Reindeer. Forest. Reindeer.” Tempest said with a yawn. “The same scenery keeps going by.”
“Ah! When are going to reach the arena for the second round!?” Sagittario snapped as he lies on his bed, having had enough forest and reindeer.
“Don’t get your tail in a knot. We’ll arrive tomorrow afternoon,” Firestorm said.
“So, until then, it’s just forest and reindeer.” Bismarck said as he lies down on his bed. Pulling the tip of his hat down to cover his eyes, the rugged stallion faced away from the window, trying to get some shuteye, only for Sagittario to pop down suddenly.
“Dudes! I want to duel in round 2.” Sagittario said. “I want the Russian team, right now! Team … uh? What’s their name again?”
“Uh, La-lopso? Lashana? Lesonoma?” Tempest tried to say.
“It’s Lovushka,” Firestorm corrected.
“That’s right, Firestorm. I wonder what they’re like.” Tempest said as Sagittario jumps down.
“Who cares? I say, no matter who the opponent is, bring them on,” Sagittario arrogantly said.
“Don’t git overconfident,” Bismarck said as he gets up. “We need to remember that the world is full of strong and talented duelist we know nothin’ about.”
“Bismarck’s right.” Firestorm added. “Like the EU’s Julien for example.”
“Good point,” said Tempest. “Julien Konzern is defiantly nothing we’ve seen before.”
“A pegasus that can use unicorn level magic? That just isn’t right. I, Sagittario, will get revenge for our Saddle Arabian friends, Desert Blaze.”
“In order to do that, we first have to get through round two.” Tempest pointed out. “Let’s make sure we win!”
“Yeah!” Sagittario and Yu both said. “Actually, about that, there’s something I wan’t to talk to you about. Okay?” Yu asked.
“What is it?” Sagittario asked.
“In the next duel, I want one of you to switch with me.” Yu said, which surprises the others. “I want the chance to fight in the world championships too. Get it?”
“Uh? I think it would be best if you switch with him, okay?” Sagittario asked, pointing toward Tempest.
“Huh? Why me? Me and Bismarck haven't competed yet, remember?” Tempest pointed out.
“Yeah!” Bismarck said. “You should switch with him, Sagittario!”
“Not in a million years,” Sagittario said.
“You are the most stubborn unicorn any one of us have ever meet!” Tempest nearly shouted.
“Don’t gawk it, Tempy, Bis-Biz, and Sagittono. How about your spot, Firestorm? That is if you decide to compete.” Yu asked.
“Huh? Okay. I’ll think about it,” Firestorm replied.
“Really? Yes, sir!” A very happy Yu said.
“Firestorm?” Tempest said, knowing him better than that. Both Firestorm and Tempest know why Firestorm accepted Yu’s request.
==================================================================

“No! Ahhh! Please stop it!” Firestorm screamed as something begins to take over, while his eyes begin to glow red. “I want to win. I will win!” Firestorm shouted as a dark presence begins to take over.
==================================================================

That was … That feeling was … I was out of control. I can’t let that happen again during a duel. I can’t! Firestorm thought.
“Huh? Where did Andromeda go?” Sagittario asked when he notices that Andi is gone.
“She left a while ago to get something to drink,” Radiance answered as she brushes her mane.
“I better go check on her,” Tempest said as he leaves the room.
“He sure did took off in a hurry,” Yu said.
“I did kinda notice that Tempest seems to be a little more worried about Andromeda lately,” Radiance said.
“You don’t think he developed a crush on her?” Bismarck asked.
“We’ll find out,” Firestorm said.
==================================================================

In the dinning car, Tempest walks in. “I’m looking for a purple unicorn mare with a galaxy for a cutie mark. Have you seen her?” He asked a bartender. The bartender, while cleaning a glass, points toward the far end of the car. Tempest looks over and sees Andromeda. “Good, she al--Wait! Who’s that!?” Tempest asked when he sees a blushing Andromeda dreamily staring at a unicorn stallion with a light yellow coat, purple eyes with light brown glasses, a sand brown mane, and wearing an orange and white space suit, who is looking at Andromeda’s computer.
“It’s so beautiful,” the stallion said. “Truly gorgeous.”
“Really?” Andromeda asked, while Tempest’s jaw begins to drop in shock.
“Yeah, gorges,” the unicorn said as he looks at Andromeda. “What a sweet laptop.”
“I’m glade you like it. It's a one of a kind, hoof-made model. The model won’t officially be available for another 14 and a half months.”
“I’m very sorry about bumping into you before,” the stallion said. “I was so clumsy.”
“Oh, no. No. I wasn’t watching where I was going at all,” Andromeda said as the bartender takes her now empty glass.
“Well, this Zapple Brick really has a beautiful design. A purple-colored titanium case with two duel MPUs. Oh! And it has SSD.”
“That’s exactly right, Aleksei! I’ve never meet anyone who understands me like this,” Andromeda said, which shocks Tempest.
This is bad! A 11 on a scale of 1-10! Tempest thought.
“Yeah, yeah.” Aleksei chuckled.
“Aleksei, you said you were a scientist, but what are you researching?” Andromeda asked.
“I’m doing research in the space sciences, at the FKA Space Training Center.” Aleksei answered.
“Awesome! That’s the foremost institution in all of Russia. How wonderful! Hey, Aleksei, can I ask one question? It’s concerning something about superstring theory.”
“Of course,” Aleksei said, while Bismarck, Radiance and Sagittario enter the dinning car. “At first, Stalbert Equinestein’s Theory of Relativity could accurately describe things in the macro-world, where gravity is high, but in the micro-world, of atoms and molecules, describing phenomena became difficult to document…”
“Looks like Andi has made a new friend who’s just as smart as her,” Bismarck said, though Tempest acts like he isn’t even there.
“And I think Tempest is jealous about it,” Radiance said when she notices that Tempest is glaring at Aleksei.
Tempest, having heard that, then gets extremely embarrassed that his entire head turns red from embarrassment while no one notices that Aleksei takes out a USB flash drive from a pocket in his suit. “I am not!” Tempest denied, getting Aleksei and Andromeda’s attentions, which makes Aleksei put the flash drive away.
“Guys? What are you doing here?” Andromeda asked.
“Tempest got worried, so we wen’t looking for you,” Bismarck answered, making Tempest hide his now red face.
“How sweat, Tempest,” Andromeda said, which makes Tempest back up a little, his face still red.
“So, who is this dude?” Sagittario asked.
“Oh! This is my friend Aleksei. He knows a lot about all sorts of things,” Andromeda said.
“You’re Andromeda’s travel companions on the train, correct?” Aleksei asked. “She told me that she’s the leader of your team in the World Duel Championships X and that you’re all members. Well, I’m Aleksei. It’s really nice to meet you. A real pleasure in deed.” Aleksei said as he holds out his hoof.
“Uh, yeah. Nice to meet you,” Tempest said as he shakes hoofs with Aleksei, not really trusting this unicorn, who is shaking hoofs with the other three.
“Nice to meet you too,” Aleksei said as he shakes hoofs with Sagittario, then Radiance and finally Bismarck.
“Yeah, yeah. Likewise.” Sagittario said.
“So, what were you talking about that got you so excited?” Tempest asked.
“Aleksei was teaching all about superstring theory.” Andromeda answered.
“Huh? Superstring?” Tempest asked.
“Yes,” Aleksei said. “In Equinestein’s general Theory of Relativity, superstring theory is…”
“Huh, Frankenstein?”
“You saying that Frankenstein is a relative of yours?” Sagittario and Tempest both asked, while they, along with Bismarck and Radiance look at Aleksei, completely clueless about what he’s talking about.
“Don't hurt your heads, and don’t interrupt.” Andromeda said as she puts up her Zapple Brick. “Aleksei, please continue.”
“Okay. The thing that attempts to rationally unify the two theories of macro- and micro-worlds is superstring theory.”
“Oh! It’s so clear to me now!” An excited Andromeda said, as the bartender approaches Tempest, Sagittario, Radiance and Bismarck.
“Your order?” The bartender said in his best Equestrian.
“We’ll take some borscht,” Sagittario said.
“And supersize it. We’re gonna be here awhile.” Tempest added.
==================================================================

Later that night, Tempest, Sagittario, Bismarck, Firestorm and Yu are all asleep in their rooms. The only ones still awake are Radiance and Andromeda, the former getting ready for bed, while the latter is looking at the aurora borealis in the night sky. “Everything Aleksei said was so interesting,” Andromeda said.
“You don’t say? To be honest, I didn’t quit understood some of what he said.”
“That’s okay. I just hope I see him tomorrow.”
“Oooh! Somepony's got a crush on Aleksei!” Radiance teased.
“No. No, I don't.” Andromeda defended, but it makes Radiance gasp.
“You do! You absolutely do!”
“Don't be ridiculous. Good night!” Andromeda said as she gets under her covers and turns out the lights, very embarrassed.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, elsewhere on the train, a male griffin, having gray hair, and wearing a dark brown suit that has a black rose in its pocket, is in his room, sniffing another black rose. He then hears knocking at the door to his room. “Oh, do come in,” the griffin said. The door opens, and Aleksei walks in. “Were you able to acquire Team Star Swirl’s data like I told you too?”
“No. Not yet.”
“You had an assignment and you failed. That is very disappointing. You do want to win, don’t you? Well, Aleksei?”
“Yes.”
“If you want to win and realize your dream, then you must get the Equestrian team’s data. It is a short cut to victory. As long as we win, the way we do it doesn't matter. A rose is still a rose, even if it’s black.”
“I understand. In the name of Russia’s victory, I will get the data.”
==================================================================

In Sagittario and Tempest’s room, Tempest is beginning to shiver. “It’s free-freezing!” A half-awake Tempest said. “I can’t s-s-s-sleep like this!” Tempest added as he gets up, and notices that his very warm blanket is gone. “Huh? What?! That’s my blanket!” Tempest angrily said as he looks above him, and sees Sagittario sleeping like a baby with his and Tempest’s blankets.
“Mmmm. More borscht.”
“I got to get a new blanket!” Tempest said as he takes his jacket and heads out. Suddenly, Tempest sneezes as he closes the door. “Great! I caught a cold! You really did this time, Sagittario!” Tempest said as he begins to curse at Andromeda’s cousin. Suddenly, he hears heavy footsteps behind him. Tempest quickly turns around, and sees a male griffin, is wearing a huge space suit, helmet and all, has blue feathers, and his green hair covers his eyes. “Yikes! An alien!”
“A-so-me-kwa-la-Andremidana,” the griffin said, though Tempest couldn't understand a single syllable.
“Sorry, but I don’t speak Martian,” Tempest nervously said as he backs away.
“Nowaguma isn’t a Martian,” a female griffin, who is relatively short compared to Tempest, has blue-green eyes, bright yellow feathers, and pink hair tied into two ponytails, and is wearing a pink space suite, said. “He asked if you’re friends of Andromeda. Ya know, the girl who won against Wang Hu Zhong’s team leader, Dashan.”
“Uh … Yeah. We’re on the same team.” Tempest said, having calmed down a little now.
“Oh! Really? Ha! Looks like she’s the only one who is a problem for Team Lovushka, then,” the bright yellow griffin said.
“Hey! What does that mean!?” Tempest angrily asked, not noticing that Aleksei is sneaking into the girls room.
“Oh nothing. I’m Lera, by the way. And this is Nowaguma.”
“Okay? I’m Tempest,” you-know-who said as Aleksei silently plugs in a USB flash drive into a USB port in Andromeda’s Zapple Brick, and begins to copy the data.
“No-means-usa-la-noca,” Nowaguma mumbled.
“What he say?” Tempest asked.
“Nowaguma asked ‘So, what is your team like?’” Lera answered.
“Well, I say the top three of our group is Andromeda, me, and Firestorm. Andi is very smart, which makes her something like a genius. Not surprising since she’s the daughter of Twilight Sparkle, one of the four princesses of Equestria. I was a former Wonderbolt, which is the special forces group of Equestria, but I soon resigned because of the restrictions of the organization. Firestorm, on the other hoof, is calm, collected and skilled, having been called the Wonderbolt Prodigy, though I have noticed that something might be wrong with him. Another member on our team is Bismarck, who’s the oldest. He’s honest, hardworking, and very loyal to his family and his roots, but he is a bit arrogant at times. His girlfriend is our teams medic, Radiance. She’s something like a poster child of elegance and beauty, but despite her beauty, she isn’t afraid of getting down and dirty and is surprisingly modest and has a good sense of humor. Our sub-member is Yu, and he’s a little colt who is something like a genius, thought he can be a brat at times.”
“What about your last member? Andromeda’s cousin, Sagittario?” Lera added, while Aleksei completes the copying and transfer of the files.
“If I had to describe him in words, there will only be 5; arrogant, obnoxious, stubborn, annoying, and a good friend. Sure, he gets on our nerves most of the time, but he can be helpful when the situation calls for it, which is rare.” Tempest finishes as Aleksei exits the room, and singles Lera and Nowaguma to follow.
“Okay. Nice talking to you. Bye!” Lera said as the two run after Aleksei.
“Hey! I wonder what thoe-” Before Tempest could finish, he sneezes, reminding him of his cold. “I got to find some medication.”
==================================================================

On another part of the train, Aleksei, Lera and Nowaguma are discussing what happened. “Oh! We could’ve just talked to those guys without doing this! This is so unfair!” Lera shouted.
“Lera, we did that for a reason,” Aleksei said as he holds up the USB. “We got their data, and you two got details about their personalities. That was the plan. We must make sure that we win. That is all the is important. Because that is all that matters to us.”
“So-we-”
“Can realize out dream,” Nowaguma and Lera both said as the enter the room of the black rose loving griffin.
“Did you get it?” The griffin asked Aleksei.
“We did,” Aleksei said as he gives the USB to the griffin, who quickly takes it and places it into his computer.
“See? You can do it if you try. With this, you’re one step closer to victory. And what was the other team like?”
“Even though we didn’t meet all of the members, Firestorm seems to be the one in the worst shape,” Aleksei said.
“Understandable,” the griffin said as he looks at the files. “He did lose in the first round. He should’t be any trouble for us.”
“Bismarck is the only one who could be trouble, since he’s an earth pony,” said Aleksei.
“That Tempest seems to be some trouble, since he can do a sonic rainboom, which was created by the only other pegasus capable of doing it; his mother.” The griffin said as he looks over Tempest’s data.
“He also seems to have a small crush on Andromeda,” Lera added. “And according to Tempest, Sagittario doesn't seem to be much on the ball.”
“I see,” the griffin said as he looks over Sagittario’s file. “In that case, as expected, the one we need to be most cautious of is Andromeda,” the griffin said as he looks over Andromeda’s files. “Team Star Swirl’s leader who has mastered magic. Being the daughter of a alicorn means that she must be incredibly strong with the mystic arts. That is certain. However, there’s no need to worry, because she will not be taking part in the duel.”
“Huh? What do you mean, Anton?” Aleksei asked.
“Just leave it to me.” Anton said with a devilish smile. “As long as we win, the methods we use do not matter. A rose without it’s petals is not really a rose.”
==================================================================

Later, at the back of the train, Aleksei is looking at the night sky, staring at the magnificent beauty of space. Suddenly, Lera and Nowaguma walk up to him. “Aleksei?” Lera asked, getting his attention. “Is this really okay? Stealing the enemy’s data?”
“Of course it’s not okay,” Aleksei said. “But we have a dream, and it’s a big one. A dream that we want to come true.” Aleksei added, as the three begin to fantasize being in a rocket, about to take off into the vast, unknown regions of the final frontier.
“Ore dream to go into space,” said Lera.
“In order to do it, we must win the World Duel Championships X by any means necessary! No matter how guilty we feel, the only way for us to get there is to beat the other teams.
“That’s-right.”
“Nowaguma says ‘That is right’.”
==================================================================

Not long after, the train arrives at a station. In Andromeda and Radiance’s room, Andromeda, who is having trouble sleeping, gets up. “Why can’t I sleep?” Andromeda asked, she then sniffs something, something good. “What is that?” Andromeda asked as the delicious aroma wakes up Radiance.
“It smells really good,” Radiance said.
==================================================================

Out on the main terminals, there is a trail of 10 hayburgers, leading to the other train. A door opens in the passenger car Team Star Swirl are in, and a figure comes out and begins to devour the burgers. Anton, hiding behind a ticket stand, smiles. “До свидания, дорогой Андромеда,” Anton said in Russian as the unicorn gets to the last hayburger. Anton, not having much time, hurries into his train as the they begin to leave.  “Ha-ha! My plan worked perfectly. Andromeda can’t fight us if she’s on the wrong train.” Anton said as he heads inside, right as the two trains begin to leave.
==================================================================

“I’m so hungry,” Andromeda said as she turns on the light.
“Same here. Let’s go get something to eat from the dinning car,” Radiance said as she looks out the window, and screams.
“What?” Andromeda asked as she looks out the window, and sees … “Sagittario!?”
==================================================================

“Can you please stop sneezing, Tempy?” Yu asked the pegasus.
“Sorry, but Sagittario took my blanket and gave me this cold.” Tempest said, right below he blows his nose.
“Well, just don’t spread that cold to the rest of u-” Unfortunately, before Bismarck could finish, he sneezes. “Great, now ah got a cold.” The cowboy said as he takes some of the medication Tempest brought. Suddenly, a panicking Andromeda and Radiance bursts in. “Girls, what is it?” Bismarck asked.
“Just looks who’s on the other train!” Andromeda said as she opens the curtains of the boy's room, and the see Sagittario happily eating a hayburger on the other train.
“What? How did Sagittario get on the other train?” Firestorm asked.
“And where did he get that hayburger?” Tempest asked.
“Wait! I smelled something delicious earlier,” Andromeda suddenly said. “Someone must have set a trap for one of us and used that hayburger as bait.” Suddenly, the train Sagittario is on begins to turn left, away from them.
“AH! Sagittario!” Team Star Swirl all cried. “There he goes,” said Radiance as they all watch, unable to do anything.
“What are we gonna do?” Andromeda asked.
“I don’t know,” said Firestorm.
“Man! Sagittono has been hayburger-naped!” Yu said.
==================================================================

The next day, Team Star Swirl’s train arrives at it’s designated station. “Andromeda, did you Celestia about what happened?” Tempest asked as what’s left of the team get off.
“Um, yes. She said they’ll try to find out where he went to from where we got separated.” Andromeda answered.
“I can’t believe this happened,” Bismarck said.
“I know!” A happy Yu said. “It looks like there’s no choice but for me to take his place in the duel.”
“You sure do seem happy about this, Yu,” Tempest said.
“Yeah, I am - Uh! - Even though I’m super worried, too,” Yu said as a male griffin, having gray hair, and wearing a dark brown suit that has a black rose in its pocket walk up to them. It’s Anton.
“I’ve been waiting for you,” Anton said as he stops in front of the group, his eyes closed since he’s smelling a black rose. “Team Star Swirl, I am Anton, the manager of the Russian representative team, Lovushka. I welcome you.”
“You're the manager?” Radiance asked.
“Yes,” Anton said. “I will be your guide in this unfamiliar land,” Anton said as he opens his eyes, and freaks out when he sees Andromeda standing right there.
“Is something wrong?” Andromeda asked.
“What!? No! Nothing,” Anton lied. Why is Andromeda here? And Sagittario Armor is nowhere to be seen, which means he was the unicorn I saw last night. I’ll just have to stay calm and change my plan slightly. It’ll be fine.
“Okay?” A confused Andromeda said.
“Where are my manners?” Anton suddenly asked. “Let me show you to the stadium right away. Come along,” Anton said as he walks away, followed by the others.
“That guy is … strange,” Firestorm noted.
I wanted to see Aleksei one more time. Andromeda sadly thought as they leave.
==================================================================

Later, at the arena, which also acts as a space cadet training center, there is a row of radio dishes, some of them 50 feet wide, not far away. And there is also a rocket and launch pad. “This is the stadium,” Anton said.
“Wow! So this is the arena for round two.” Tempest said, before he sneezes.
“We really need to get rid of that cold,” Yu said.
“There’s still some time before the matches begin. How about you all get something warm to eat?” Anton asked.
“Something warm would do me good,” Bismarck said.
“But before that, please allow me to introduce to you the members of Russia’s Team Lovushka,” Anton said as two griffins and a unicorn walking up to them. One of the griffins, a female, is relatively short compared to others, has blue-green eyes, bright yellow feathers, and pink hair tied into two ponytails, and is wearing a pink space suite. The other griffin, a male, is wearing a huge space suit, helmet and all, has blue feathers, and his green hair covers his eyes. The unicorn has a dark blue coat, a bright red mane, gray eyes that, green glasses, and is wearing an orange space suit that covers his cutie mark.
“What?” Both Andromeda and Tempest asked, recognizing Aleksei, Lera and Nowaguma.
“So we meet again,” Aleksei said.
“Aleksei?”
Not good! A terrified Tempest thought. If Andi finds out that I told them what our team is like, she’ll kill me!
“Why didn’t you tell us earlier?” Andromeda asked.
“Uh-well-you-see…”
“Sorry, but it was just a little Siberian surprise,” Aleksei lied.
“But, I don’t…” Andromeda tried to say.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, several hundred miles south of the Russian border, Sagittario is staring at a tropical resort overlooking the ocean, where the tempter is a warm 35° C. “Where the heck am I?!?!?!”
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At the space cadet training center, Anton plugs in the USB flash drive Aleksei used to steal the data into his computer. He then chuckles as he reviews the data on Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck, Firestorm and Yu. “Andromeda Sparkle. Tempest. Bismarck Apple. Firestorm. And Yu Tendo. Hmmm … None of them are opponents who can be taken care of by normal means. We Lovushka must make extra precautions to make sure that we are victories. Which came first, the rocket or the launching pad? Taking first place is all we care about.”
==================================================================

Meanwhile, in the room Team Star Swirl are staying in, Andromeda checks her inbox, and sighs. “Still no word on Sagittario’s whereabouts.” She said.
“Where in the world could he possibly be?” Firestorm asked.
“What are we gonna do if he doesn’t make it back in time?” Tempest asked.
“Duh! That answer is obvious, isn’t it?” A happy Yu suddenly said. “Why do you think that all teams have a sub-member? Leave it to me. If Sagittono doesn’t come back, then I’ll take his place and I’ll smoke whoever i’m going up against.”
“Is that right?” A slightly skeptical Tempest asked.
“I’m sure that’s true, but still…” a just as skeptical Andromeda said.
“Nothing. I’m hungry. Is it time to eat yet?” Yu asked.
Suddenly, the door opens and Aleksei walks in. “Hi, everyone,” he said.
“Oh! Hi Aleksei!” Andromeda said.
“There is a meal ready for you all. This way,” Aleksei said as he points toward his right before he leave.
“Okay!”
“It’s about time!” Yu said as the team follow Aleksei to the dinning area, and see a table covered in Russian cuisine like blintz, 	borscht, lymonnyk, medovukha, mushroom solyanka, and Russian vinaigrette.
“Wow!” The team all said.
“This looks great!” Tempest said.
“Well, please don’t be shy,” Aleksei said.
“Don’t worry! We won’t be!” Tempest, Yu and Bismarck all said as they dive in.
“Guys!”
==================================================================

Meanwhile, hundreds of miles south of the Russian border, Sagittario is walking across a gray dessert, completely exhausted. “I have no idea where I am!” Sagittario admitted to himself, not noticing a fighter jet fly above him. “My throat is so dry. And my stomach is empty,” the dazed Sagittario said, before he slips and rolls down a hill. When he stops and gets up, he notices a fence line. “Huh?” Sagittario said as he looks to where the fence line leads to. “A building? I’m saved at last!” Sagittario said, mustering up all of his strength to walk toward the building, which is about a half-mile away.
==================================================================

Back in Russia, the team has just finished eating, with Bismarck, Yu and Tempest having second and third helpings. “Thank you so much,” the three boys all said, before burping. “Pardon.”
“Oh, you’re done already?” Radiance asked.
“That’s right. So what should we do now?” Yu asked.
“Uh, Aleksei, since we’re here … can you show us the space shuttle?” Andromeda nervously asked.
“Yeah. Sure I can. Just follow me.”
==================================================================

Later in a building next to the rocket and its launch pad, Aleksei and Team Star Swirl (except for Sagittario) are beholding the shuttle. “Its huge,” said Bismarck.
“Its cool,” Yu added.
“This is … the place that will let us realize our dream,” Aleksei said. “Yes. One day we will rise in this rocket and fly beyond the Earth. We will soar into the great expanse of space.  That is our dream. Our only dream.”
“Space? That is awesome,” an impressed Tempest said. “If we train hard, can we ride on that and go into space too?”
“I want to go with you too!” Yu said with stars in his eyes.
“We got the strength for the job,” Bismarck said, which makes Radiance sigh out of embarrassment.
“Stop it! Stop it,” Lera suddenly said as she and Nowaguma walk in. “It takes more than muscle to go into space. Don't you know anything at all?”
“Huh?”
“She’s right,” Andromeda said. “It takes a lot more than muscle to be an astronaut."
“Right. To become a cosmonaut, you need more than physical strength,” Lera continued. “You also need a ton of highly skilled technical knowledge. Not to mention the following — standard education, astrology, space engineering, space medicine, orbital dynamics, robotics, s-”
“Okay! You can stop now!” Tempest begged. “Just listening to that makes my head hurt.”
“Now you're thinking! It would be impossible for a guy with your grades, huh Tempy?” Yu teased.
“What!?”
“Weve-been-here-four-fivea-years,” Nowaguma mumbled.
“What was that?” Radiance asked.
“Nowaguma is saying that we’ve been here for five years, undergoing intense training! Pay closer attention!” Lera yelled out. “We had no breaks that whole time. For 365 days a year, our harsh, endless training has continued.”
“You all obviously worked really hard to make your dream a reality. Haven't you?” Andromeda asked.
“Yes,” Aleksei answered. “And we do not want all of that effort go to wast.”
“What do you mean?” Bismarck asked.
“We won’t be able to do it anymore! Budget for the space program has been cut because of the bad economy,” Lera said.
“No-more-space,” Nowaguma mumbled.
“That’s right. Chances are that the entire space development program will be scraped,” Lera added.
“How awful.”
“That bites,” Radiance and Bismarck both said.
“It bites large,” Aleksei added. “It comes down to the competition. If we can win and gain recognition in the World Duel Championships X, we may have a chance to save our dream.”
“If we win then we can get a new sponsor to support us,” said Lera. “So there is no room for error. We simply cannot lose. Not happening!”
“We have to win and move forward.” Aleksei continued. “Our team must make the rest of the world notice us.”
“I get it,” Andromeda said. “But just understand, we’re not going to go easy on you.”
“You have a nice dream to go flying off into space in a big tin can.” Yu added. “And our dream is to win the world championships and become the worlds greets in dueling.”
“Yes. Of course, please come at us with all of your might,” Aleksei said.
“If you start pulling punches, we won’t be able to show the world how awesome we are!” Lera added.
“And then we will win everything. And out victory shall turn our dream into a reality.” Aleksei finished.
“That’s the spirit,” said Tempest. “We’re pumped to fight. We can’t wait for it.”
Yes. We have to win. Aleksei thought. We must beat them, no matter what it takes to do it.
==================================================================

Later at the arena, a huge line is right outside, everyone eager to see the first match of the second round. As soon as the gates open, everyone in the line rushes in, wanting to get the best seats to see the duels. “Welcome to the World Duel Championships X, the second round of the A-Block begins here!” A griffin wearing a red bubble jacket and a brown trapper hat, the Russian DJ, said to the eager audience. “This duel is between our Russian representatives, Team Lovushka, against Equestria’s representatives, Team Star Swirl! It’s gonna be madness!”
==================================================================

In Team Star Swirl’s waiting room … “It looks like Sagittario won’t make it in time after all,” Andromeda said as she cheeks on her computer. “Celestia, Luna, or the International Police haven’t received a word from him either.”
“For now, all we have to do is decide who our Advance Guard will be,” Firestorm pointed out.
“I’ll do it,” Tempest said. “I’ll earn us a win. We’ll decide who goes second when the time comes. You guys okay with that?”
“Ah’m down with that, partner.”
“Yeah, same here,” Bismarck and Firestorm both said.
“I’m good! In fact, if Sagittono doesn’t come back until it’s all over, I’m still good.” Yu happily said.
“Okay, then it’s decided,” Andromeda said. “Tempest will be the Advanced Guard.”
“Great. Let’s go everyone,” said Tempest. However, none of them know that, in a painting depicting the Russian witch Baba Yaga, one of the witches eyes is watching them.
==================================================================

In another room, Anton and Team Lovushka are watching. “So Tempest has been selected as the Advanced Guard, huh?” Anton said.
“They’re sending someone out who hasn’t yet competed yet right away?” Lera asked.
“I will duel him,” Aleksei volunteered.
“No! Nowaguma goes first,” Anton firmly said.
“Huh? But I can easily take care of a pegasus like Tempest,” Aleksei pointed out.
“Lovushka’s best is you, Aleksei,” Anton pointed out. “However, stop thinking like an ammeter. If they send either Andromeda or Firestorm next, then we will lose if you go first. I said we will go with Nowaguma and that’s final! If you want to win this and continue your dream, then you all do exactly as I say. Is that clear?”
“Yes,” Aleksei reluctantly said.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, hundreds of miles south of the Russian border, Sagittario walks into the building he saw earlier, making a cow bell above the door ring. “Finally,” an exhausted Sagittario said. But when he sees inside, he sees that there’s a bar, and all the customers are huge, scary looking griffins wearing black jackets, all of them around his father’s size and build. Some of them glare at Sagittario, which terrifies him. Suddenly, one gets up and walks up to him. “What do you want?” Sagittario asked as the others get up also.
“You!” The one that got up first suddenly said. “Is that you up there?” He asked as he points toward a television screen, where a news broadcast is happening.
“To repeat, this unicorn, Sagittario Armor, son of Princess Cadence and Shining Armor of the Crystal Empire, wen’t mysteriously missing on his way to an arena in Russian for the second round of the World Duel Championships X and has not been found. If anyone sees this colt, please contact the International Police or Princess Celestia of Equestria immediately.” The reporter said.
“Uh…”
==================================================================

Back at the arena … “Are you ready to get this Russian rumble started?” The DJ asked the very excited audience. “First up is Star Swirl, making his first appearance in the World Championships, put your frozen mittens together for Tempest!” He said as Tempest walls out to the stadium, wearing a dark blue jacket.
“Boo!”
“And now, from our Team Lovushka, give it up for the little guy in the big suit, Nowaguma!” The DJ added as Nowaguma walks out toward the stadium, while the audience all cheers for him. “Okay everyone, let’s see who comes out on top. The Russian Cosmonaut, or the Equestrian Sky Marvel?” He added, while the audience all cheers loudly for Nowaguma.
“So loud!” Yu cried out as he and the others cover their ears.
“I guess it’s the same with every home crowd, Yu,” Andromeda pointed out.
“It’ll take more than cheering to rattle me,” Tempest said as he scratches himself. “Man, this jacket is irritating. Why do I get the feeling this thing is made of rubber? Let’s do this, Nowaguma.”
“For this match, a no stadium out, complete defeat rule has been in effect.” The DJ said, which surprises the team.
“Huh?”
“What?”
“A no stadium out, complete defeat rule?” Yu, Bismarck and Andromeda all asked.
“But this stadium isn’t design for that.” Firestorm pointed out. Suddenly, a light green wired fence pops up from behind Nowaguma, than one to the left pops up, and then to the right, and then behind Tempest, and a fifth one pops up and closes the cage, which bolts itself shut.
“What!?”
“What is that thing?!” Yu and Radiance both asked while the others gasp in shock.
“So, what do you think?” Anton asked the team. “Behold, the Cage Stadium.”
“The Cage Stadium?” Andromeda asked.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, hundreds of miles south of the Russian border, Sagittario and one of the griffins he meet at the bar are on a jet fighter about to take off, with the griffin at the controls. “Don’t worry, little colt. I’ll get you to the arena in time in this baby. We all enjoy watching the World Championships so it's the least I can do.”
“Thank you. You're being a real pal.” Sagittario said as the griffin puts on a respirator.
“Okay, hold on tight.”
“Huh? Why is that?” Sagittario nervously asked. Suddenly, the fighter jet takes off at an incredible speed, with Sagittario crying like a little filly even after the jet takes off to the North, toward Russia.
“Now we’re gonna open her up, kid.”
“Oh no!” Sagittario screamed as the jet quickly get to Mark 3. “It’s just one disaster after another!”
==================================================================

Back at the stadium … “Are you all pumped up to see the first match of the Team Lovushka against Team Star Swirl duel?” The DJ asked the excited crowd. “The first match is a complete defeat rule, cage stadium!”
“Yeah!” The audience all yelled while Anton chuckles.
“Having fun? Enjoying the Russian hospitality?” Anton asked Tempest.
“Big deal. I’ll fight you here or anywhere for that matter!” Tempest said.
“That figures.”
“I know, right?” Radiance and Andromeda both said.
“That’s wonderful,” Anton said as he sniffs a black rose. “This is what makes you the fastest flyer in Equestria, I think. We are so glade you all came, Star Swirl. Now, send him back home, Nowaguma.”
“My-friends-and-I-must-go-into-space,-so-I-must-win.-I-will-win.” Nowaguma said, with Tempest actually understanding him this time.
“Well, that’s nice and all, but it ain’t happening,” Tempest said. “Let’s do this.”
“Its time to get things rolling,” the DJ suddenly announced. “Three … two … one … GO!” At that, the duel begins. Tempest, acting quickly, Tempest flies up high, but he hits the roofs cage.
“Ow!” Tempest said as he hovers right below the roof of the cage.
“Ho! Ho! Tempest tried to reach for the sky itself, but someone forgot about the cage,” the DJ said.
“This means that Tempest can’t use his greatest strength, his speed,” Firestorm said, while Anton chuckles.
“A pegasus that cannot fly is just a simple earth pony. It just goes to show you what a little underhanded research can do of you.” Anton said.
“So that’s why they have a cage,” Andromeda said.
“It’s a stadium created specifically to prevent Tempest from using his sonic rainboom,” Radiance said.
“That’s so unfair!” Yu yelled.
“Unfair? No, not so at all. Tempest and Nowaguma are dueling under the exact same conditions. Stop being such babies and get on the match already.” Anton said.
“No problem,” Tempest said. “Don’t think that you can stop me with this cage. I’ll break right out of this cage, do you hear me?” Tempest shouted as he flies around the ring at high-speed, getting ready to bust through the cage.
“I don’t think so,” Anton quietly said as he presses a red button on his seat, right when Tempest flies up towards the roof. But when Tempest makes contact with the cage, an incredible electric shock happens, making him bounce back, with some of his fur scorch now.
“What just happen?” Tempest asked as he gets up.
“What was that?” Yu asked.
“An electric current,” Andromeda answered.
“Now what? That sure was a shocking development,” the DJ said. “Tempest manages to withstand whatever that was just now.”
“What do you mean ‘whatever that was’? You goofball!” Radiance shouted.
“I’ve never seen a stadium like this before,” Yu said.
“Like I already said, they’re both under the same conditions,” Anton said.
“Aleksei, why? Why did you do this? Do you really want to win so badly that you actually cheat? How do you sleep at night?” Andromeda asked, which makes Aleksei groan from frustration.
“Aleksei?”
“Lera! You see that the duel has already started. No. There’s no turning back now. We have to win, no matter what,” Aleksei said. “Go Nowaguma!”
Hearing his friend, Nowaguma clutches his fist. “Yes,” Nowaguma said, while Tempest is taken aback by this new Nowaguma. “I-fully-understand-Aleksei’s-feelings. So-I-will-fight-in-order-to-win. I-will-make-our-dream-come-TRUE!” Nowaguma roared, like a bear, before he charges at Tempest.
“Tempest! If the sky is blocked then use the ground!” Firestorm shouted.
“You can beat this guy even without your sonic rainboom, Tempey!” Yu added.
“Gotcha!” Tempest said to his team as he flies at a high-speed at Nowaguma. But somehow, Nowaguma is able to keep up a complete defense, brushing off Tempest’s attack like it was nothing.
“Bouncing borscht bowls! Nowaguma has stop Tempest’s fierce attack like it was nothing at all,” the DJ said, while the crowd all cheers in excitement.
“Then I’ll keep going until I break that defense!” Tempest shouted as he tries again, but he is unable to break through Nowaguma’s defense once again.
“Oh! He stops the attack yet again! Like a wild bare, he doesn’t even budge under the attacks of Tempest,” the DJ said as Tempest is knocked back, while the crowd cheers.
“Nowaguma is like a completely different griffin now,” Yu said.
“This is bad. Because of the special coating on his feathers, along with his space suit, no ordinary ground attack will affect Nowaguma’s rock solid defense, and Tempest is unable to cling to the skies due to the Cage.” Andromeda said, while Anton chuckles.
“So, with his wings clipped and unable to fly away, it is Tempest’s fate to go down in defeat at the bear paws. Yeeeeess. Go, Nowaguma!” Anton sinisterly said as Nowaguma begins to slam Tempest continuously into the cage. Then, when he comes back from the rebound, Nowaguma hits him again and the process continues.
“This is bad,” Andromeda said, worried for her friend, who screams in pain each time Nowaguma hits him, combined with the electric shock from the cage.
“Tempest has to do something!” Yu said.
“Nowaguma turns up the heat with a raging rush of attacks,” the DJ commentated.
“What is he?” Radiance asked.
“By using his own wight to attack, each struck has incredible power. Tempest needs to do something before his bones start breaking,” Firestorm said.
“If his defense is like a hibernating bear, then Nowaguma’s offense is like a furies bear that was just rudely woken up,” the DJ added. Suddenly, using his superior speed, Tempest dodges one of the incoming attacks and flings Nowaguma into the cage, making him scream due to the electric current before he falls down.
“Holly hot plats! This time, Nowaguma gets a taste of the electric current,” the DJ said, while Tempest coughs up a little blood.
“Great!”
“Nowaguma!” Lera both cried.
“Don’t quit Nowaguma!” Aleksei cheered. “We must win and we’re bound for outer space,” Aleksei added as Nowaguma gets up and slams Tempest into fleeing around the stadium, until Nowaguma is able to catch up and grinds Tempest into the cage without letting up.
“Whoa! Nowaguma counterattacks! He’s got Tempest in his claws! Combine that with the electric current, and it’s bad news for Tempest.”
“No! Tempest!” Andromeda cried while the crowd cheers for Nowaguma.
“The sparks are flying! Nowaguma’s massive attacks are forcing Tempest into submission,” the DJ added.
“Not good!” Firestorm said. “The longer this is dragged out, the greater Nowaguma’s chances since the suit protects him from most of the electric current.”
“So what can he do? If Tempest can’t fly, he can’t use his full power,” Bismarck added. Suddenly, Tempest manages to get away from Nowaguma.
“Hey!”
Somehow I have to break free from this stupid cage. Tempest thought to himself. But if I try to simply go as fast as I can to break out, the electric current will stop me. Wait a sec! This itchy jacket I have on is made of rubber, and rubber doesn’t conduct electricity. But even with that, I won’t be able to break out, unless I… Tempest looks over toward Nowaguma, who’s about ready to charge at him again. “I sure hope I don’t regret this.” Tempest said as he covers his head with the jackets hood. Nowaguma then charges at Tempest, but Tempest, much to everyone’s surprise, also charges at Nowaguma.
“No way! Tempest is charging at Nowaguma, just like a runaway train,” the DJ said.
“What does he think he’s doing!?” Radiance demanded.
“Ha! What a desperate move,” Anton replied as Nowaguma uppercuts Tempest up into the air.
“Beef stroganoff! Tempest is sent flying by Nowaguma’s ferocious attack! Is this the end?” The DJ asked.
“Yes!” Nowaguma said, when…
“Time to fly!” Tempest suddenly shouted, which shocks Nowaguma as he crashes into the electrically charged cage roof and furiously tries to break through, but the rubber jacket of Tempest’s is blocking the electricity.
This action makes Lovushka gasp in complete shock. “No way!” A disbelieving Anton said.
“This is the only thing I can do to win. I have to break out of this stupid cage and reclaim the skies!” Tempest managed to say, despite the strain to his body.
“Holy caviar! Has Tempest used Nowaguma’s power to actually volt into the dangerous electric current on purpose?” The DJ asked, while the cage begins to break at several seams.
“Tempest!” All of Team Star Swirl cried out. Suddenly, thanks to Nowaguma’s lend of power and Tempest’s will, Tempest breaks out of the cage in a rainbow-colored explosion and flies into the sky.
“Impossible!” A stunned Anton said as he gets up. “That cage is made of an impenetrable alloy!” He added as Tempest soars high into the sky before he finally stops, about 700 feet above the stadium.
“Time for a sonic rainboom!” Tempest said as he dives down toward the arena.
“No! I-won’t-quit!” Nowaguma said before he jumps up into the air. “Russian-Death-Claw!” Nowaguma shouted, but Tempest performs his sonic rainboom and slams into Nowaguma against the cage wall. The force is so powerful that the wall collapses.
“No way! The force of the sonic rainboom bursts open the cage. The one out of the stadium is Nowaguma. The winner is Tempest of Team Star Swirl!” The DJ shouted, while the crowd all cheers.
“Yeah, baby!” Tempest said.
“That was amazing, Tempy!” Yu cheered.
“Purposely using the opponents attack and using its power to bust out of the cage while using the rubber jacket to protect himself against the electric current was brilliant,” Firestorm said. “Tempest is as rash as always.” Firestorm added, which makes the team chuckle.
“Yep, that was a typical Tempest move,” Andromeda said. “But, considering that they created such an unfair stadium for the first match just makes you wonder what they got up their space sleeves for the next one,” Andromeda added as the unbroken pieces of the cage goes back into the floor.
“Everyone,” Nowagume tried to say as he collapses.
“Nowaguma!” Both Aleksei and Lera shouted as they run toward their friend.
“Ha! That’s too bad. I consider that might possibly happen, so we will win the next one,” Anton coldheartedly said as walks away.
“Nowaguma, are you okay?” Lera asked.
“I’m-sorry,” Nowaguma said. “Everyone’s-dream…”
“It’s alright,” Lera reassured. “We’re not done yet.”
“We’ll win next time. Our dreams are still alive,” Aleksei said as he looks over toward the other team, who are all congratulating Tempest on his victory.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, several miles south of the Russian border, the jet plane that Sagittario is on finally begins to slow down. “Okay, kid. Here we are,” the pilot said to a very relieved Sagittario.
“Thank you so much!” Sagittario said as he looks around, but sees nothing but forest and snow. “Sir, where’s the stadium?”
“There’s a train station nearby. So you can go the rest of the way on your own.”
“Huh? Are you telling me that you're not going to take me all the way there?”
“Sorry, but we’re not allowed to cross the national border. Well, see ya,” the pilot said as he press a red button, which opens the hatch and ejects the seat Sagittario is in, who’s screaming like a title filly all over again. A parachute then opens as the pilot turns the plane around, while the seat detaches from the parachute, while Sagittario begins to whimper.
“Ahhhhh! No way! No way! No waaaaaaaaaaaay!”
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In Canterlot, Twilight storms out of one of the labs. “For the last time, Bastion, it’s completely impossible for the changelings magic to be connoted to King Sombra’s dark magic or to the Alicorn Amulet!” Twilight nearly shouted as Bastion follows her.
“But, Princess Twilight, the evidence I have collected so far shows a connection of some kind.” Bastion argued.
“And I’m telling you that the evidence is inconclusive! Just because Queen Chrysalis, King Sombra and Trixie looked so much alike when Trixie had the amulet, doesn’t mean that there is a connection. And that is final!” With that, Twilight storms off down the hallway, where her husband is waiting. “Got off early today?”
“Yeah,” he said. “You might want to control the volume of your screams.”
“It was that loud?”
“Yep,” he said as the two laugh a little, while Bastion goes back into his lab, where there a stacks after stacks of files, all labeled ‘The Dark Power.”
“Believe what you want, Princess Twilight,” Bastion said as he plays a disc in his computer, which shows the Changeling Invasion of Canterlot that took place over 30 years ago. “But I know I’m right. And I’ll prove it, one way or another,” he said as he puts in another disc, showing something far more recant.
“Win! I want to win! Win. Must win!” Firestorm said in a completely different voice, an evil one, as he gives off the darkness from different parts of his body, his eyes glowing blood-red.
==================================================================

Back in Russia, the crowd in the stadium is watching a rerun of Tempest’s victory. “In the first match of the World Duel Championships A-Block round 2, Team Star Swirl claims victory and volted into the league,” the DJ said. “So, what happens next? How will our a Lovushka respond to this? We have to watch the next match to find out!”
==================================================================

In Team Star Swirl’s waiting room, they are all discussing on what to do in the next match, when Andromeda’s computer beeps, indicating she has an e-mail. Quickly, she runs over and opens it and checks her mail, and gasps. “The International Police sent us an urgent e-mail. Sagittario has finally contacted them,” she said to the relived team, except for Yu.
“That’s great!” Tempest said as Radiance rubs some muscle relaxant on his back.
“Awww!” Yu whined.
==================================================================

At a train station close to the Russian border, Sagittario is holding the headset for a pay phone, shivering as he talks to someone at the headquarters of the International Police. Suddenly, he sneezes as snow begins to fall. “It’s so cold!”
==================================================================

“He said that he found a train going to the stadium so he’ll be back soon,” Andromeda added.
“Whatever! How soon is soon?” Yu asked.
“That’s a good point, how soon?” Bismarck asked.
“I don’t know.”
==================================================================

In Team Lovushka’s room, Nowaguma is growling in anger at his defeat. “Don’t get so bummed out, Nowaguma. Snap out of it,” Lera said.
“It’s not the end of the word just because you lost.” Aleksei pointed out.
“That is correct,” Anton suddenly said as he walks in. “Your defeat was not such a shock to me.”
“Huh?”
“Tempest is the son of the Element of Loyalty, so it would be expected that he would not be an ordinary pegasus,” Anton continued. “I was fully prepared for the chance that Nowaguma would lose. Unfortunately, he became a sacrifice.”
“Huh? I-was-a-sacrifice?” Nowaguma asked.
“Thats right,” Anton answered. “Now we turn the tables and simply win the next two matches in a row. Now then, I wonder who we will be facing next?” Nowaguma said as he looks at a small device and turns it on, getting a video feed from Team Star Swirls room.
==================================================================

“Its just about go time,” Tempest said as he looks at the clock.
“We don’t have time to wait for Sagittario any longer,” Firestorm said.
“No biggie! ‘Cause I’m ready to go!” Yu said with a chuckle.
“Huh?”
“There’s no problem, right?” Yu asked.
“But if Firestorm wins, that’ll be two wins in a row and we can move on to the third round. Maybe we should leave this match to Firestorm,” Andromeda said.
“Awwwwww! But that means I won’t get a turn!” Yu complained. “Even if Firestorm loses, Sagittono might be back by then. And knowing him, he’ll get to compete in the third match. So no matter what, I get ripped off! I’m part of the team! I want to duel in the world championships! Please! Please! Pretty please!”
“I got an idea, let Firestorm decide,” Tempest said. “So, what do you want to do?”
“It’s a big decision.” Firestorm said as he remembers the last time he dueled.
==================================================================

“I want to win. I will win!” Firestorm shouted as a dark presence begins to take over. “Win! I want to win! Win. Must win!” Firestorm said in a completely different voice, an evil one, as he gives off the darkness from different parts of his body, his eyes glowing blood-red.
==================================================================

“Its fine with me,” Firestorm said, having decided, which surprises the others. “Just like with Tempest, letting Yu experience the world championships will be good for the team.”
“Yeah baby! I can’t wait to get out there and send them flying to Siberia! Thank you Firestorm!…”
==================================================================

“…I will not to let you down. I promise.” Yu said, when Anton turns off the device.
“So, the second duelist we’re going to face is Yu. Okay, then who are we going to send in against him?” Anton asked.
“Me. I should go.” Aleksei suddenly said.
“Huh? Aleksei?”
“I’m the one who rigged the stadium for Yu specifically, so it must be me,” Aleksei continued. “I’m nowhere near proud of what I’ve done here at all, but it’s the only way to save our dream.”
“You understand the situation well,” Anton chuckled.
“You’ll have to take care of controlling the stadium.”
“Of course, it’ll be my great pleasure,” Anton said to Aleksei.
==================================================================

Elsewhere, Sagittario’s train is making a rapid pace, but it’s not fast enough for the impatient unicorn. “Come on. Come on. Hurry up,” he said in his car. Suddenly, the train comes to a screeching halt, throwing Sagittario out of his seat. Quickly, Sagittario exits his car and runs to the front, where two of the train conductors are standing.
“Я не могу в это поверить.” One said in Russian.
“What’s going on?” Sagittario asked them.
“Look,” the other said as he points ahead. Sagittario gasps in shock as he sees that the tracks have been blocked by a giant pile of snow, although some workers are doing their best to dig it up. “The track has been blocked by an avalanche. Snow truly is a mischievous monkey.”
“How long till that track is cleared?”
“Это будет несколько минут, за час не более.” One said.
“What he say?”
“It will be a few minutes, maybe an hour, if we’re lucky.” The other translated.
“Aw, man!”
==================================================================

Back at the arena, everyone is shouting over the excitement and anticipation for the upcoming match. Team Star Swirl and Team Lovushka are already at their respective platforms. “Boom! Its time for the second match, everyone,” the DJ said. “From our Team Lovushka, it's our team leader; Aleksei! He’s a cosmonaut who is one smart space cookie,” the DJ said as Aleksei walks out toward the stadium. “He’s a real genius, let’s see if he solves the equation for victory.”
“Uh, oh. This guy’s a genius?” A nervous Yu asked.
“You know, we have two geniuses on our team,” Andromeda said.
“Really, Andrea? I’m pretty sure your one, but who’s the other?” Yu asked, which make Andi chuckle nervously.
“All right then, let’s meet the representative from Equestria,” the DJ continued. “He goes by the name of Yu.”
“That’s me!” Yu said as he quickly runs out toward the ring, without a second thought.
“Yu is Star Swirl’s sixth member, and we all know what that means,” the DJ said as Yu reaches the ring. “It means that he is their sub-member. After winning the wrist match, are they now trying to make fun of our home team?” The DJ asked as the crowd begins to boo Yu.
“Huh? Why are they booing me?” A surprised Yu asked.
“They’re setting him up as a villain,” Radiance said.
“Yu, now do you understand how tough it is to play at the world championship level?” Tempest asked the little colt.
“No, I don’t. Nothing’s happened yet.”
“Now, get ready to see the stadium for the second match!” The DJ suddenly said.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, below the ring, Anton, with a sinister look on his face, is at a computer where 6 different rings are on displayed. “Okay, kiddies, check this out,” Anton said as he pulls a switch, which makes the now destroyed Cage Stadium move, being replaced by a 50 foot ring that has a slight dip to it. A bunch of wires are connected to it also. It then begins to rise up to the floor above, which opens.
==================================================================

Up on ground level, Yu yelps as the floor opens as the stadium rises. “That looks like a standard stadium,” Tempest said.
“It defiantly looks normal, the only thing off about it is that dip.” Andromeda added.
“Aw! I was hoping for something freaky like in Tempy’s match. This is lame!” A disappointed Yu said.
“Is that so? Well, I’m a bit relived, so thanks,” Aleksei said, which confuses Yu.
“Huh? For what?” Yu asked.
“Because, I don’t think you’ll be disappointed.” Aleksei said.
“Huh?”
“Let’s get this party started!” The DJ suddenly said. “Everyone, are you ready to go? Three … two … one … GO!”
==================================================================

Right outside of the arena, the train that Sagittario is on has finally arrived. As soon as it stops, Sagittario jumps off and runs toward the arena. “Here I come everyone! But which way?” He said as he goes down a flight of stairs.
==================================================================

The duel begins and Aleksei is able to avoid Yu’s standard power laser blasts. “Hey, you're pretty good.” Yu said as he stops for a moment.
“I’ve calculated the level of power and his speed, and it matches my calculations exactly.”
“Huh? What does?” Yu asked.
“Your power,” Aleksei answered, though the threat goes one ear and out the other with Yu.
“Just a bunch of mumbo jumbo,” Yu said as he prepare another spell. “Sonic Wave!”
“That won’t work,” Aleksei said as the light green colors sonic wave races toward him. Suddenly, the wave ceases and disappears, which shocks both Yu and his team.
“What’s going on, Yu?” Andromeda asked.
“I just made a little boo-boo is all,” Yu said as he tuns towards his team for a moment. “Lets try that again. Sonic Wave Barrage!” Yu shouted as he tries again with more than one wave, but before they could hit Aleksei, they are all canceled out. “Huh!? What!?” Aleksei, taking the moment charges and attacks Yu, sending him flying.
“Aleksei’s fierce attack hits the unguarded Yu,” said the DJ. “Is Yu nervous because this is his first world championship duel?”
“Take it easy out there!”
“Just take a big breath!” Andromeda and Radiance both said.
“I don’t need a deep breath! Just quit bugging me!” Yu yelled. Ugh! I don’t get it. What is this guy up to? Yu thought.
==================================================================

“Let the bells ring! I’m baaaaack!” Sagittario happily said as he opens a door that he thinks leads to the stadium. “Everyone doesn’t have to hug me at once,” he said as he opens his eyes, and sees two mice staring curiously at him. “Oops, wrong place,” he said when he realizes that this is a storage area.
==================================================================

“Yu seems paralyzed,” the DJ said. “This duel is turning one-sided. Will Yu go down without even bothering to fight back?”
“No more fooling around! Time to use my full power!” Yu shouted as he prepares another spell. “Inferno Blast!” He shouted as the ground around glows a bright green as a giant geyser of bright green supersonic light erupts from that spot and shoots up into the sky, creating a pricing noise. However, the Inferno Blast, for some reason, dissipates. “What!?” A shocked Yu asked, while his team all gasp in complete shock.
“Yu’s Inferno Blast disappeared,” a stunned Tempest said.
“What the hell is happening here?” Yu asked.
“This is happening! It’s my turn!” Aleksei said as he prepare a spell also. When he casts it, nothing happens, at first. Suddenly, Aleksei begins to float up into the air, much to everyone's surprise.
“Huh? No way!” Yu said.
“Amazing!” Tempest said.
“What’s going on?” Andromeda asked.
“No way! Aleksei is actually flying through the air!” The amazed DJ said.
“The fact is that he’s not flying at all, he’s just floating in the air.” Firestorm pointed out.
“That spell he casted defiantly was not a levitation spell,” Andromeda added.
“So how the hay is he doing that?” Bismarck asked.
“That’s it!” Yu suddenly said. “I know what’s going on.”
“Huh? You know already?” A worried Aleksei asked.
“You have physic abilities, don't you!” Yu said as he points accusingly at Aleksei, who’s 4 feet above the stadium now. “You're making yourself float with your mind, right?”
“No! That’s not it! It’s just science,” Aleksei countered.
“What science?” Yu asked.
“Your spells, specifically the Inferno Blast, are incredibly powerful,” Aleksei said.
“Well … that’s true.”
“According to the assembled data, you’ve defeated most of your opponents using the Inferno Blast.”
“That’s because I’m so strong,” a smug Yu said.
“However, the data also shows that, because you relied too much on your Inferno Blast, that the two times it was broken through led to your intimidate defeat.” Aleksei said.
“Huh? What do you mean?!” A nerves Yu asked.
“It means that, without your Inferno Blast, you’re simply a normal unicorn colt,” Aleksei said. “Which means that you're no threat at all to me!”
“Don’t short change me!” Yu yelled, refusing to believe Aleksei can win in such a way and attacks him by leaping strikes, but Aleksei floats horizontally to dodge it.
“Even if a fully grown unicorn acts recklessly like this, he’ll just wast valuable energy.” Aleksei pointed out.
“Agh! I wont quit!” Yu shouted as he tries to hit Aleksei in the air, but is unsuccessful. “Just stay still, will you!”
“You are just waiting your time.”
==================================================================

“Greetings, my friends!” Sagittario said as he opens another door that leads to where he thinks the stadium is, but he’s wrong again. “Ugh. This is getting old,” he said when he sees that he’s not in the right place, but then he notices something. “Wait! That’s a stadium, right?” He asked when he sees what’s left of the Cage Stadium. “Hey! There’s 5 stadiums here. Huh?” He said when he sees Anton across the room, working some kind of control panel.
“Ha-ha. Those Star Swirl kids don’t have a clue to what is really going on up there,” Anton said as he makes some adjustments to the stadium currently being used. However, he doesn’t notice Sagittario walking up to him.
“What are you doing?” Sagittario asked, which scars Anton half to death as he turns around, screaming, not expecting anyone down in the lower levers except himself.
“Sagittario Armor! What are you doing here?” Anton demanded.
“Yeah, yeah. You see, I got lost and-“
“You’ve come here to find out the secret behind this stadium! Isn’t that the truth?” Anton accusingly said.
“What are you babbling about?”
==================================================================

Meanwhile, Yu once again tries to attack Aleksei by leaping into the air, but Aleksis moves horizontally once again. “Aleksei evades Yu’s attack yet again. It effectively hits nothing but air,” the DJ said.
“Inferno Blast!” Yu shouted as he does his spell again, but it disappears again. “Agh! This is not possible!”
“What the hay is goin’ on out there?” Bismarck asked.
“There is a way to make sure that Yu’s sonic based magic is ineffective,” Andromeda said as she scans Aleksei and Yu with her computer. “It’s by releasing wave interference.”
“Wave interference?” Radiance asked.
“Yes, but I see no signs that any wave interference is being released by Aleksei, so what could it be?” Andromeda asked.
“This is boring! Don’t just run. Come down here and fight!” Yu yelled.
“Wait a sec!” Firestorm suddenly said as he pulls out a small device that has two antennas and a needle gauge from his suit.
“What’s that?” Bismarck asked as Firestorm turns the device on. Soon, the needle starts going nuts as it makes noise.
“Andromeda’s right! There is wave interference being released, and it’s coming from the stadium!” Firestorm said.
“From the stadium?!” Andromeda asked.
“Hey, remember those giant dishes outside?” Radiance said. “I notice that one was missing as we headed in.”
“They must’ve repurposed that dish and turned it into this stadium,” Firestorm correctly assumed.
“Aleksei!” Andromeda shouted. “Just what is up with this stadium?”
“What? Wait! What do you mean?” Aleksei said.
“Don’t play innocent with me!” Andromeda yelled. “There is strong wave energy coming from the stadium, and you know it.”
“Ah-ha! You're a cheat! A cheat! A cheat!” Yu shouted.
==================================================================

“Aleksei is truly a genius!” Anton said as he and Sagittario look up at the stadium currently being used. “He was able to create this stadium using technology originally meant for space development.”
“Space development?”
“There are parabolic antennas outside. Don’t you remember seeing them?”
“Oooh. You mean those really big dish thingies out there? But, what do they have to do with anything?”
“We’re using those big dish thingies to release wave energy.”
“Wave energy? So, what’s that?”
“The wave energy released from the stadium disrupts Yu’s sound based spells, and Aleksei is then able to use what is known as a repellent force, and by doing so it appears that Aleksei can float in mid-air.”
“That sucks! You mean that it gives you an advantage but places us at a disadvantage?!” Sagittario shouted.
“That’s correct.”
“Fat chance! I’m not gonna let you cheat, bird brain! Get out of my way!”
“I will not let you interfere with my plans!” Anton said as the two get ready for a fight.
==================================================================

Back on the topside … “Stop this now! Now, Aleksei!” Andromeda demanded.
“I can’t fool you, can I, Andromeda.” Aleksei cooly said. “Things are just as you guessed them to be.”
“Then fix it!” Andromeda demanded, while Lera runs up to the stadium.
“I must do the right thing,” Aleksei said, when…
“So what if there’s wave energy coming from the stadium!? Big deal!” Lera suddenly said, getting everyone's attention. “What difference does it make anyway?!”
“Lera!”
“This is simply a stadium to gives off wave energy,” Lera pointed out. “The conditions are exactly the same for Aleksei.”
“The conditions are not the same, Lera,” Aleksei said.
“I know that!” Lera said. “I’ll handle this, so just be quiet Aleksei.”
“What!?”
“We aren’t doing a single thing that’s against the rules, so grow up purple puss!” Lera yelled.
“What’d you say!” Andromeda yelled as she gets ready to get down to the stadium, but Tempest, Firestorm and Bismarck manage to stop her. “Let me at her! I’m gonna kill her. I’m gonna kill her!”
“Hey, you little boy!” Lera said to Yu. “Just lose already. Everyone is waiting for my duel in the third match which I’m gonna clean up in!” Lera added, which makes the crowd all cheer.
“Stop it! Stop it! Stop it! That’s nonsense! Agh! This duel is not fun! I’m getting really cranky!” Yu yelled.
“Calm down Yu!” Andromeda said. “We know that the stadium is rigged, so you just have to fight your way out.”
“How do I do that?” Uu asked.
“How am I supposed to know that!?” Andromeda shouted. “Figure it out!!”
“Andrea, you're really bugging me!” Yu yelled.
“What if I said you can do this!” Andromeda shouted. “You’re a duel genius after all.”
“Huh?”
“When we first meet, I knew right away that you were a genius,” Andromeda said in a more calm tone.
“I’m the other genius you were talking about?”
“Yeah, but that’s not enough! You got to make an effort! Get it?” Andromeda added.
“Andrea,” Yu began to say with a smile. “Andrea, what’s ‘effort’?” Yu asked, which shocks his teammates to the point that they nearly fall to the ground.
“This is hard to believe,” Firestorm said.
“It really is difficult to deal with a genius,” Andromeda said.
“You should know. You are one,” Tempest said.
“But I understand,” Yu suddenly said, which gets the teams attention. “A scientific genius is no match for a duel genius, isn’t that right?”
“Huh? I’m sorry, but the possibility of you winning is zero,” Aleksei suddenly said. “The scientific data proves that beyond a doubt.”
“Hmm! Well, what about the warriors spirit?” Yu asked, which puzzles Aleksei.
“Huh? What did you say? Warriors spirit? What is that?” A confused Aleksei asked.
“Can you measure the spirit of the duelist with science?” Yu asked. “Your feelings toward the duel and to your friends? The excitement?”
“Huh? There is no such thing as a ‘warriors spirit’! That’s unscientific!” Aleksei said.
“Grab a notebook then, because todays lesson is on warriors spirit!” Yu said as he fires a magical beam up into the sky, and it soon begins to fall bcd to the ground.
“Whoa! What in the world is Yu up to this time?” The DJ asked as the magical beam falls back to the stadium.
“Even if you do something like that, it’s no use!” Aleksei said as he moves to the right of where the beam will hit. When it does hit, a 5 foot wide depression is made in the stadium.
“I got a really fun idea!” Yu happily said as fires more magical beam up into the air, all of them eventually falling back to earth at random places, each one making a 5 foot depression in the stadium.
“What is he doing?” Aleksei asked. Suddenly, Aleksei begins to wobble in the air. “Agh! The waves are becoming unsteady!”
“What is Yu up to?” Radiance asked as Andromeda cheeks her computer.
“Oh! I get it!” Andromeda suddenly said. “Yu warped the stadium, so now the wave energy is disturbed. Aleksei can’t remain stable now.”
“Aleksei!’
“You-can-do-it-Aleksei!” Lera and Nowaguma both said as all three members of Lovushka realize what Yu did.
“What’s wrong with Aleksei?” The DJ asked. “If this keeps up, he’ll defeat himself in a self-stadium out.”
“I have to make an emergency landing,” Aleksei said as he slowly floats back down.
“Once he stops floating, Aleksei is just an ordinary unicorn,” Yu said. “And now I can do this! Sonic Wave!” Yu shouted as he fires a light-green colored wave of super sonic vibrations at Aleksei, and it actually hits him!
==================================================================

“Oh, no!” Anton said when he sees the warped depressions in the stadium. “I have to fix the unsteady waves right away!” He said as he runs to the control panel, but he has forgotten about something.
“Oh rose boy!” Sagittario called out, which makes Anton turn around in fear as he sees Sagittario prepare a spell. “Crystal spell: Flash of Lightning!” He shouted as he charges at Anton, giving him the shock of his life as he’s sent flying back to the control panel, which electrocutes him as it explodes, shutting down the dish.
==================================================================

On the upper level, Aleksei lands outside of the stadium after having been hit by the sonic wave. “Oh yeah, baby!” Yu happily said.
“Great job, genius!” Andromeda cheered, which makes Yu blush.
“I did it, you guys!” Yu said.
“The winner is Yu,” the shocked DJ said. “After giving it their all, our Lovushka has been defeated."
“Aleksei!” Lera said as she and Nowaguma run toward the panicking Aleksei.
Suddenly, one of the doors that leads to a corridor bursts open, and Sagittario runs out. “Hey, thanks for waiting you guys!” He said, getting everyone’s attention. “Everyone, please listen to me! The Russian team was using some sneaky device on the stadium. But I caught them. I destroyed it all by my lonesome. Now I, the number 1 duelist, Sagittario, will defeat them in battle. So how do you like that, you guys?” Sagittario asked.
“Hey, it’s already over!” Tempest said, which confuses Sagittario.
“Tempest and Yu got us two wins in a row.” Firestorm added.
“What!?” Sagittario asked.
“You’re too late, Sagittono!” Yu teasingly said.
“Hey, why were you even dueling at all?” Sagittario demanded, but Yu just ignores him.
“Hey, Andrea, do you still think I’m a genius still?” Yu asked.
“Yes, and I’m glad you’re on the team, Yu,” Andromeda added.
“Uh, guys?” Radiance suddenly said as she points toward Team Lovushka, who are all looking depressed.
“It’a all my fault,” Aleksei said. “We lost because I made mistakes in my calculations.”
“Uh-ell-i-oh-auyer-sdw,” Nowaguma mumbled.
“Nowaguma is saying that you didn’t do anything wrong, absolutely nothing,” Lera translated. “We tried with all of our might to win.”
“But now our dream has come to an end as well.” Aleksei pointed out, which depresses his teammates.
“Okay, now listen up everyone,” the DJ suddenly said after he gets a small note. “I’ve just received news. It’s from our space training center,” the DJ said, which gets Lovushka’s attention. “It says ‘Now that you’ve lost, hurry up and come back here. We’ve gotten a sponsor for your research, Aleksei.’”
“Ah!” All three members said. “Aleksei!”
“Ha-ha-ha!” Lera and Nowaguma both said, having sparkles in their eyes now.
“Yes!” A very happy Aleksei said.
“Aleksei, that’s great!” Andromeda cheered.
“Way to go!” Tempest added.
“Did I miss something?” A confused Sagittario asked, while Aleksei looks up towards the sky, tears appearing in his eyes.
“We’re still cosmonauts!” He said.
==================================================================

Later at the train station, Team Star Swirl is at one of the doors for their train, except, for some reason, Sagittario, while Lovushka says their goodbyes. “We were so focused on keeping our dreams that we did many unfair things to you all,” Aleksei said. “We are truly sorry.”
“It’s okay,” Andromeda said. “You were forced to do by Anton, weren't you?”
“Yes,” Aleksei reluctantly answered.
“And it made it interesting,” Yu added.
“Well, that is very kind of you to say,” Aleksei said.
“And Anton has been both fired and banished to Siberia for the horrible way he acted,” Lera added.
“As-all-noen-so,” Nowaguma mumbled.
“Nowaguma is wishing you all the very best of luck,” Lera translated.
“Thank you, and we wish you luck with your dream,” Tempest said. The trains whistle then sounds, signaling that the train is about ready to depart.
“Well, it looks like this is goodbye,” Andromeda said.
“Take care.” Aleksei said.
“Hold on, what about Sagittario?” Bismarck asked.
“Hey! Wait for me!” Sagittario suddenly yelled out as he runs down the stairs, carrying a bag full of Russian bread, while the two teams laugh.
“Hurry up, Sagittono!”
“Or we’ll leave you behind!”
“You don’t want to get lost again, do you?”
“Noooooooooo!”
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It has been 2 days since they defeated the Russian team, and now Team Star Swirl are in Greece, specifically Athens. “Wow! How beautiful,” Andromeda said as she admires the city from the Parthenon. “The blue Aegean Sea and just look at that architecture. I always wanted to come here.” Andromeda said, clearly in love. “Greece is like a piece of heaven!”
“It’s just an ocean, Andromeda,” Tempest said as he, Sagittario and Yu stand behind her.
“There are no pandas or koalas,” Sagittario pointed out.
“Ugh. I’m tired of looking at ruined buildings,” Yu said. “I’m hungry.”
“Yeah, I could use something to eat.” Tempest said.
“Now you're talking! Let’s go get some food,” Sagittario added, the three not noticing how angry Andromeda is getting.
“Agh! You guys really don’t get it!” Andromeda yelled, scaring the three colts. “Tempest, you and Firestorm should be excited to be here. After all, Greece is considered the ancient home of all pegasi. Can’t you guys feel the romance here at all.”
At that statement, Tempest blushes slightly. “Well, I can’t say I do,” he nervously said, “but Bismarck and Radiance sure are.” He said as he watches the two gaze at the sea.
“The sea is just beautiful,” Radiance said as she places her head on Bismarck’s shoulder.
“It sure is,” Bismarck said. “But it ain’t as beautiful as your eyes,” he said, which makes Radiance chuckle.
“Okay,” Tempest said as Sagittario and Yu cover their mouths, trying not to hurl.
“We didn’t came here to sightsee,” Firestorm suddenly said, getting everyone’s attention as he looks at a map of Europe. “We should get to the arena soon. That’s the reason we came all the way to Greece. The Festival of Warriors, a competition where the best duelist from all over the EU come to compete.”
“Right! And I bet that pegasus, Julian Konzern, is sure to be there too,” Tempest said, remembering the Team Excalibur vs. Team Desert Blaze match they all saw.
“We can’t just worry about him,” Firestorm continued. “We definitely need to check out all of the other duelist as well. The European Union is massive, a huge assembly of nations and kingdoms with 27 members. The members of the team representing it, called Excalibur, were chosen from the winners from all of those countries. It is truly a force of the best of the best. Our job is to get to know them and learn their strengths and weaknesses.”
“That’s the deal,” Tempest said.
“Awesome!” Yu suddenly said. “So they’re Europe’s strongest duelists, huh? I can’t wait to meet them and see how good they are. Oh, yeah!”
“But, the Festival of Warriors doesn’t begin until this afternoon,” Andromeda pointed out. “Until then, I’m going to enjoy the sights. And one of you is coming with me, whether you like it or not,” she added. Acting quickly, Sagittario and Yu take a few steps back, leaving Tempests exposed. “Oh, I’m so glade you volunteered, Tempest.”
“Wait, what?” Tempest asked as Andromeda grabs his tail with her magic and drags him away. “Hold on! Wait! You two are gonna get it when I get back.”
“Have fun, Tempy!” Yu said as Andromeda and the reluctant Tempest leave the Parthenon.
“Sure am glade it was him and not us,” Sagittario said, when he notices something. “Where did Radiance and Bismarck went to?”
“They said that they were going to find a hospital so they can get an ultrasound,” Firestorm answered.
“Oh! Right, they’re having a baby. I forgot,” a slightly embarrassed Sagittario said.
“Huh!? They’re gonna have a baby!? I didn't know that,” a surprised Yu said.
==================================================================

Meanwhile, down by the beach, Andromeda is at the edge of the beach, letting the small waves splash her hoofs, which tickles. “Yay! This feels so nice! I should have brought my swim fins,” she said, while Tempest watches at the shore.
“What is it with mares?” He asked himself. “The more I try to understand them, the stranger they get.”
“Come on, Tempest!” Andromeda called out as she walks into the water further, the water now to her knees. “The water is so nice!”
“I guess mares like these kinds of things,” Tempest simply said as he glances over toward their bags. He sees a small, inflatable beach ball, and gets an idea. Tempest takes the ball and soon inflates it. “Oh Androomedaa!” He called out as he gets ready to throw it.
“What is it?” Andromeda asked, only to get hit in the head with the beach ball. “Ow!” She cried out as Tempest laughs, though Andromeda quickly hatches a revenge plan. Without Tempest’s notice, Andromeda slyly brings up a large amount of seawater above his head. “Oh, Teeeempeeest,” she said right as she drops the water on top of Tempest, nearly drowning him as the water washes him to Andromeda’s position.
“Hey!”
“You deserve that,” Andromeda said. Suddenly she’s tackled by Tempest and dragged out to the water.
“You were saying?” Tempest asked as the two get up. Soon, the two begun to splash each other, laughing and having some real fun. Eventually, the two walk back up to the beach to dry off.
“That was so much fun!” Andromeda said as she uses her magic to twist her hair dry.
“It was just like when we were foals, playing by the swimming hole,” Tempest added.
“Are you glade you came now?”
“Yeah, I am gl-“ Suddenly, tempest stops in mid-sentence as he gasps in shock.
“What!? What is it?” A worried Andromeda asked.
“Up there!” Tempest said as he points toward a small ridge 100 yards away, where they see a mare with a white coat, a long, pale-blue wavy mane, green eyes and a gold and pink heart for a cutie mark, wearing a white wide brim hate, standing on the edge, looking down.
“What in the world is she doing up there!?” Andromeda asked.
“Come on!” Tempest said as the two quickly run up the ridge. “Hey, get away from there!” Tempest yelled as he and Andromeda get closer to the mare, who hears them.
“If you fall off, you might not make it back!” Andromeda added as they reach the mare and drag her back several feet away from the edge.
“Do you realize how close you were to the edge of the cliff!? You could’ve slipped and fell to your death!” Tempest said.
“You're just lucky we were here!” Andromeda added. Suddenly, the mare begins to laugh.
“Oh, dear! I had no idea!” The mare said.
“What’s so funny?” Andromeda asked, only for her and Tempest to notice her wings. “You’re a pegasus!? I guess that means there was no need to save you, huh?”
“Yes,” the mare laughed. “I must’ve got carried away by my examination of the ruins.”
“Huh?”
“Yes, I just love them. That’s why I’m trying to become an archeologist,” the mare said.
“Archeologist?” Tempest asked. “So that’s what you were doing.”
“Sorry we freaked out like that,” Andromeda said as Tempest walks up to the edge and looks down.
“I’m sorry for confusing you,” the mare said. “I’m Sophie. It’s a pleaser to meet you.”
“It a pleaser to meet you, too. I’m Andromeda and that’s my friend Tempest,” Andromeda said as she points toward the pegasus stallion, who's still looking down.
“Andromeda and Tempest? You two don’t happen to be members of the Equestrian representative team, Star Swirl?” Sophie asked.
“Yeah, we are,” Tempest answered.
“Oh! I thought you two looked familiar,” Sophie said. “I’m a member of Team Excalibur.”
“You’re a member of the EU team!?” A surprised Andromeda asked.
“Yes, I am,” said Sophie. “Me and my partner, Wales, make up the tag-team duo known as ‘Konzern’s Twin Jewels.’”
“Hey, Sophie, right, where are these ruins you talked about?” Tempest asked. “The only thing I see is blue water.”
“They’re down there, all right,” Sophie said as she takes to the sky and grabs a pice of a cloud. “Not to far below the surface is a sunken Greek ship from before recorded history.”
“Hold on, wait. You were gonna dive from here to cheek it out?” Tempest asked.
“Not likely. I hate to get wet,” Sophie said as she throws the cloud pice down toward the water.
“Huh? Who would actually throw a cloud into the water?” Tempest asked. Suddenly, the water begins to move rapidly and violently. “What’s going on?!” Both Tempest and Andromeda asked as an arch shaped cloud rises from the water, and sucks out all of the water that’s around the ship, which becomes clearly visible.
“Whoa! What happened?” Andromeda asked as Sophie flies down the sunken ship.
“My best guess is that she reconfigured the cloud to be able to absorb the water and create a large enough space for her to examine that ship,” Tempest said. “But I never even heard of something like this begin done before.”
“See?” Sophie asked them as the cloud barrier disappears. “There’s no need to dive, is there?”
“Yeah,” Tempest said.
“Say, I was wondering. Are you here for the Festival of Warriors?” Andromeda asked.
“Yes, I am. I’m hosting the competition with Wales,” Sophie answered. “But I’m afraid that only duelist from the European Union can enter the arena. So, be sure to tell you teammates not to come, because it’s not gonna end well if they try to get in.” Sophie added as she flies away.
“So much for checking out the EU team,” Tempest said.
==================================================================

Later in town, Andromeda and Tempest are walking through the town, looking for something to eat. “Do you believe Sophie when she said that only duelist from the EU can enter the arena?” Tempest asked.
“It kinda makes sense that only duelist from the EU can enter,” Andromeda said. “I mean, after all, the World Duel Championships X are going on right now, so anyone from outside the EU is probably a member of an opposing team.”
“Well, whatever the reason, we can’t see the duelist so we might as well find the others,” Tempest said as they passed by a restaurant that has a very large open area.
“And I think we found two.” Andromeda said as she looks at one of the tables, and sees Bismarck and Radiance having lunch together. “Hey, Bismarck! Radiance!” Andromeda said, getting the couples attention.
“Tempest! Andromeda!” A pleasantly surprised Radiance said. “Come on in! We saved some seats for you,” she added. Not long after, Andromeda and Tempest are now sitting at the same table as Radiance and Bismarck, the mares next to each other and the stallions across from them. “So, you two meet a member of the EU team at the beach,” Radiance said after a few minutes of talking.
“Yeah.” Tempest answered as he drinks some lemonade.
“Her name is Sophie and she said she wants to become an archeologist,” Andromeda said as she has some Greek salad.
“You mean a scientist that studies ancient civilizations?” Bismarck asked.
“That’s the one,” Tempest said as he eats some yogurt with honey and walnuts. “You should’ve seen what she did to look at this sunken boat. She used a-”
“There you are, Wales!” A unicorn suddenly said, getting the foursome’s attention. They see that the unicorn is talking to another unicorn with a blue coat, piercing blue eyes, a short brown mane with bangs cover his right eye with a lance for a cutie mark, whose eating a salad with feta cheese. “You beat me at the Coltugal tournament, but I was just off my game! Let’s settle this once and for all right here,” the unicorn said as he prepares for a fight, but Wales just continues to eat his salad. “Hey! Are you listening?”
“Not really,” Wales said. “Can’t you see that I’m in the middle of lunch?”
“To bad! We’re doing this now!”
“Ugh! If you insist,” Wales reluctantly said. “I’ve decided to give you three-seconds of my time.”
“Three-seconds!? Is that some kind of joke?” The unicorn asked as Wales wipes his mouth with a cloth before he gets up. “Well, it’s not funny! Prepare yourself!” The unicorn said as he charges at Wales. In one-second, Wales create a shield that blocks him. In the 2nd second, the unicorn receives the backlash. In the third second, the unicorn is sent flying toward the ocean, screaming.
“That’s three-seconds,” Wales said as he returns to his table, and continues eating.
“Did you see that!?” Tempest asked. “He defeated that big mouth in just three-seconds, just like he said he would.”
“He must be the Wales of Team Excalibur that Sophie talked about,” Andromeda correctly assumed.
“He’s a member of the EU team?” Radiance asked.
“Yeah,” Andromeda said as the four sit back down. “Sophie said she and someone named Wales make up a tag-team called ‘Konzern’s Twin Jewels.’”
“Wow! I wonder how many other incredible duelist will show up at the Festival of Warriors?” Bismarck asked.
“About that,” Tempest nervously said. “Sophie also said that only duelist from the EU are allowed into the arena.”
“Really? Why?” Radiance asked.
“Not sure, but we can’t get in, so we might as well enjoy the sights of Athens while we’re here,” Andromeda said. “I just hope the others won’t do anything stupid.”
==================================================================

Later that day, it’s almost afternoon, and Firestorm, Sagittario and Yu arrive at where the Festival of Warriors takes place. “This is the place,” Firestorm said.
“Wow, it’s huge!” Yu said as he looks at the ancient Greek temple that’s now an arena.
“Come on! Lets get in!” Sagittario said as he hurries up to the arena.
“Should’t we wait for the others?” Yu asked.
“They’re probably already inside,” Sagittario said as he nears the entrance, when a mare suddenly stops him. “Huh?”
“Sorry, but duelist who are not members of the European Union are forbidden from entering,” she said.
“Oh, c’mon! We’ve traveled a really long way to get here!” Yu complained.
“Yeah! Why don’t you give us a break?” Sagittario asked.
“I can’t. It’s against the rules. Sorry,” the mare said.
“Those with no business here should go home,” a unicorn colt with a blue coat, piercing blue eyes, a short brown mane with bangs cover his right eye with a lance for a cutie mark said as he steps out of the shadows.
“Who are you?” Firestorm asked.
“I’m Coltugal’s representative, Wales,” the unicorn answered.
“We’re Equestria’s,” Sagittario said.
“I don’t care. I have no interest in you at all.” Wales said.
“What was that!?”
“This is not a place where a bunch of nobodies from nowhere can just walk into,” Wales added. “Hit the road!”
“Why you! We’re no nobodies!” Yu nearly shouted.
“That wasn’t a very nice thing to say, was it Wales?” A pegasus mare with a white coat, a long, pale-blue wavy mane, green eyes and a gold and pink heart for a cutie mark said as she walks up.
“Who are you?” Firestorm asked the mare.
“I am Prances representative, Sophie,” the mare answered.
“Why can’t we go inside?” Yu asked.
“Its like this,” Sophie began to say. “Since ancient times, this has been a precious place, used to appeal to the gods for victory. That is why those who are not members of the European Union cannot enter here, ever! I hope you can understand?”
“I see,” Firestorm said. “So it’s a tradition, meaning if we or someone else were to break it…”
“You would be in big trouble,” Sophie finished. “I already told your team members Andromeda and Tempest about the rule, but it looks like they didn’t get the chance to tell the rest of you. We should meet again sometime,” Sophie added as she, Wales and the guard enter the arena.
“That’s the way things go,” Firestorm said as he turns around, followed by the reluctant Sagittario and Yu.
“I can’t believe this! Not being able to at least see the Festival of Warriors sucks!” Yu shouted.
“Actually, she said that we could’t enter the festival, she didn’t say we couldn't see it,” Sagittario pointed out.
“Don’t tell me, you have a plan?” Firestorm asked.
==================================================================

A little while later, Sagittario, Yu and the reluctant Firestorm are walking on the edge of the 200 foot cliff overhanging the ocean, looking to sneak into the Festival of Warriors. “How in the world did I let you talk me into this!?” Yu frantically asked Sagittario.
“Quit complaining and keep climbing,” Sagittario said as he combs over the edge, before he helps Yu up while Firestorm flies up. The three eventually reach the edge of where the stadium is and look, and see that a unicorn wearing a viking outfit has just defeated someone.
“The representative from Norneigh wins,” Sophie said as she and Wales watch from a small booth.
“The next match will be Spain vs. Swisherland,” Wales said. “Both duelists up front!”
“In support for the victory of the European Union’s team, I offer this duel for the people of Prance!” Sophie said as she hold up her hoof.
“In support for the victory, this duel is for the people of Spain,” an earth pony wearing a yellow bullfighting outfit said as he imitates Sophie’s movements.
“I offer this duel and victory to the people of Swisherland!” A unicorn, wearing a cropped jacket and a französin hut, said as he does the same thing.
“Wow! That’s a lot of pressure. Promising victory to your country?” Sagittario whispered.
“With all of them here, we can’t tell who the members of Excalibur are,” Firestorm pointed out.
“Sure we can,” Yu said. “After all, they’re probably the strongest 4 so they’re be the ones still standing in the end.” Unfortunately for these three, they will be noticed, and challenged.
==================================================================

Later that day, it’s almost nightfall as Andromeda, Tempest, Radiance, and Bismarck walk back to their hotel rooms, all of them carrying a bag of some kind. “That was such great fun!” Andromeda said.
“I actually had a great time,” Tempest said as he opens the door for the boy's room, and sees Firestorm, Yu and Sagittario all lying on the couches, bandaging themselves up. “Guys! What happened?” Tempest asked as the other three walk in.
“We went to the arena where the Festival of Warriors takes place at, and when we wen’t allowed to go in, theses two decided to sneak in,” Firestorm answers, which makes Yu and Sagittario laugh nervously. “They eventually got a little too excited and we were caught. Two of the four members of Team Excalibur, Sophie and Wales, then challenges us to a two-on-two match. These two accepted, but the far superior teamwork Sophie and Wales had humiliated them,” Firestorm added, which makes the two groan.
“That’s what you get for breaking the rules,” Andromeda said.
“Right,” Firestorm said as he gets up. “But there’s a bigger problem: this team has terrible teamwork.”
“Then we’ll just have to fix it,” Tempest said. “It’s too late to do anything now, so tomorrow we’re gonna have to work on our team work.”
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It has been a day since Team Excalibur humiliated Sagittario and Yu, and Team Star Swirl are at the beach next to their hotel, though not all of them are focused on the same thing. Bismarck and Radiance, for example, are just lying on some chairs under an umbrella, just relaxing. “This is nice, huh Bismarck?” Radiance asked as she drinks some lemonade.
“It sure is,” Bismarck said as Andromeda walks by and takes a seat next to Radiance, but the two soon laugh a little when they see that Andromeda’s mane is now in a ponytail, her hair just hanging as a scrunchie hold it in place.
“What’s so funny?” Andromeda asked them.
“Your mane!” Radiance said. “It’s in a ponytail!”
“We just can’t see you with your mane in a ponytail like that!” Bismarck added.
“Yeah,” Andromeda sheepishly said. “I decided to try out this new look.”
“Why?” Radiance asked. “You're not trying to attract a certain colts attention, are you?”
“No!”
“Ah! You do! You're trying to get Tempest, are you?” Radiance asked.
“No! No, no, no!” Andromeda said as she shakes her head. “Where is he and the others anyway?”
“Over there, trying to get their teamwork to work,” Bismarck said as he points toward a small rocky area. Sure enough, Firestorm, Tempest, Sagittario and Yu are by a ring, getting ready to train.
“Okay! Time for some intense training,” Tempest said.
“We’ll get this teamwork thing down,” Sagittario added.
“So we can beat Excalibur for sure,” Yu added.
“And then we can stand at the top of the world,” Firestorm finished. “Yeah!”
“Everyone sure is fired up,” Bismarck said.
“I can’t imaging how they feel after losing to the EU team, but they seem fine,” Radiance said as she drinks some more lemonade.
“As long as they don’t get too competitive, it’ll be all right,” Andromeda said.
“Okay, first we’ll split into pairs and practice by having a team duel,” Tempest said.
“Cool,” the other three all said.
“Um, how do we decide who pairs up with who,” Sagittario said.
“Let’s decide with rock paper scissors,” Firestorm suggested.
“That could be a problem,” Bismarck said.
“The two winners and the two losers will form the teams. Okay?” Firestorm asked.
“Yeah!”
“All right, 1, 2, 3, shoot!” Firestorm said as they all hold out there hoofs.
“Rock,” said Tempest.
“Rock,” said Sagittario.
“Paper,” said Yu.
“Scissors,” said Firestorm.
“Huh? Okay, let’s try that again,” Tempest said as they al draw back there hoofs. “One, two, three, shoot!” They all said.
“Scissors,” said Tempest.
“Rock,” said Sagittario.
“Paper,” Firestorm and Yu both said.
“Ugh! Another tie,” a disappointed Sagittario said. “Why are we even doing this game? We don’t even have fingers like griffins and minotaurs do.”
“Its like they’re expects at not working together,” Andromeda said as the four boys keep going, despite Sagittario’s protest, every time it ends in a 4-way draw. “This is not gonna be easy.”
“Its official! This game is totally useless!” A very annoyed Tempest shouted.
“Let’s try this instead,” Andromeda said as she walks up to the four, carrying a tissue box that had four straws in it. “You guys are gonna draw straws to decide the teams,” Andromeda said as she levitates the box to the four. “Whoever draws the straws with red tips will be one team while the other two will be the second team.”
“Finally, something that won’t take hours,” Yu said as he and the others takes a straw. Yu and Tempest have the red tipped straws, while Firestorm and Sagittario have the other two.
“Okay, it’s been decided; Yu and Tempest are a pair and Sagittario is with Firestorm,” Andromeda said.
“Uhhh?” The four all try to say, not really sure about the teams.
“Done deal! Start training!” Andromeda shouted as she heads back to the chairs. “Listen, this is training to improve your teamwork. You have to make sure you combine your strengths when you fight, understand?”
“Yep, we understand,” Tempest said, though he’s still unsure if he should be paired with Yu. “Let’s get started,”  Tempest said as the four get ready while Andromeda sits back down with Radiance and Bismarck.
“Why aren’t you two taking part in this?” Radiance asked.
“Well, then this would be a 3 way team duel, but that’s just plain unlikely to happen,” Andromeda said as she takes out a book to read.
“Do you think those match-ups will work, Andi?” Bismarck asked as he watches the team duel.
“Yeah, why?”
“Because I think they’re startin’ to argue,” Bismarck said. Andromeda looks over to the others direction, and sure enough, they’re are starting to yell at each other.
“What were you doing, Firestorm!?!?” Sagittario shouted.
“Huh? What do you mean?”
“Don’t play dumb! Were you trying to send me flying as well!?”
“Oh! I can’t take this anymore!!!!!” Yu yelled at the top of his lungs. “Inferno Blast!” Yu shouted, which shocks everyone.
“Stop it!” A terrified Tempest shouted. “Are you trying to drag me in as well!?”
“I don’t care! You can all take a nap!” Yu yelled.
“Yu!” Tempest screamed as he, Firestorm and Sagittario are drag in. By accident, Tempest accidentally hits Sagittario.
“Hey! Now you’ve done it, Tempest!” Sagittario said as he tries to back away, and knocks away Firestorm.
“Hey! I’m on your team, did you know that?!” Firestorm shouted.
“That was then, this is now!”
“That’s tears it! If that’s how it is, then there’s no more enemies or allies!” Firestorm shouted.
“I’m number 1, do you hear!?”
“Stop it now, Yu!”
“I’ll stop all of yoooooouuuu!”
“Get a hold of yourselves!” Andromeda yelled at the top of her lungs, which makes everyone stop, even Yu’s Inferno Blast stops. “What are you guys doing? Your supposed to be improving your teamwork, not fighting each other!”
“Yeah, Tempy? Why are you?” Yu asked.
“Yeah right! Yu started it!”
“Its Firestorm’s fault for doing whatever he wants!”
“I don’t know what you're talking about.”
“It’s all Tempy’s fault!”
“Take a look in the mirror, Yu!”
“You have a gloomy personality, ya know that!?”
“What difference does that make. Your big mouth is a lethal weapon!”
“AGGGGH!!!! STOP! IT! NOOOOOW!!!” Andromeda screamed, which terrifies Tempest, Yu, Firestorm, Sagittario, Bismarck and Radiance. “Fine! Fine, fine! Just give it all up and quit everything! The training, the world championships, just quit it all. There’s no way we can win against Excalibur like this! It's over! Team Star Swirl is disbanded!” She yelled as she storms off toward the hotel.
“What!?” The entire team asked. “Andromeda, wait a minute!” Tempest said.
“No way!” Andromeda yelled, not even looking back as she enters her room and slams the door shut.
“So … so what now?” They all asked.
“If she’s really that upset, she might actually disband the team,” a worried Firestorm said.
“This ain’t good,” Bismarck said.
“We won’t become number 1 in the world if she does disband the team,” Sagittario added.
“What should we do?” Yu asked.
“The only thing we can,” Radiance said. “We go apologize.”
==================================================================

A bit later, Tempest, Firestorm, Sagittario, Bismarck, Yu and Radiance are in front of Andromeda’s room, room number 216, carrying some gifts for her. “Helloooo,” they all said.
“Andromeda, please change your mind.”
“We will do our training this time.”
“We brought you a super cold drink.”
“Along with some Greek yogurt.”
“And a fruit basket.” Tempest, Sagittario, Yu, Radiance and Firestorm all said. Suddenly, a still infuriated Andromeda opens the door, growls, and slams it shut. “This is bad,” they all said.
==================================================================

Later, back by the beach, the group are all sulking. “She was really angry,” Sagittario said.
“This means she’ll probably break up the team,” Yu added.
“Isn't there something we can do?” Firestorm asked.
“I don’t think so,” Tempest said. Suddenly…
“What’s up? I haven’t seen faces that long since the horse show,” a familiar voice said.
Looking toward the source, they all see 4 familiar faces. “Dashan!”
“Chi-yun!”
“Chao Xin!”
“Yo.”
“Mei-Mei!”
“It’s been a while, guys,” Mei-Mei said as she and the other members of Wang Hu Zhong walk up to them.
“What are you all doing here?” Tempest asked.
“We came to see you dudes, of course,” Chao Xin answered.
“Really? How come?” Radiance asked.
“We heard about your duel at the Festival of Warriors,” Chi-yun answered.
“Yu and Sagittario lost to the EU team, isn’t that right?” Mei-Mei said.
“You already know about that?” A slightly embarrassed Yu asked.
“We have China’s 4,000 year old information network,” Chi-yun answered.
“Is anything in China not 4,000 years old?” Sagittario asked.
“We thought you might be bummed out so we came to enrage you,” Mei-Mei said.
“She means we came to encourage you,” Dashan corrected, which makes Mei-Mei chuckle sheepishly. “If there’s anything we can do to help, we will be glad to.”
“You came all this way for that?”A happy Firestorm asked.
“Thank you from all of us,” Radiance said.
“Don’t think of it as a favor,” Dashan said, which confuses the team.
“We’re not doing it for you,” Chi-yun added.
“What does that mean?” Yu asked.
“It means that if we beat you while your bummed out from losing to the EU team, it won’t be any fun.” Chao Xin said.
“If we don’t defat Star Swirl, then it's not a win.”
“We just what to even the score and on our terms,” Mei-Mei and Chi-yun added.
“Why is that important?” Bismarck asked.
“We still have a chance at becoming the wildcard,” Dashan answered.
“What wildcard?” Tempest asked.
“The World Duel Championships has a system that where the teams that lost in the first and second rounds of the A and B-Blocks compete in another tournament,” Dashan answered. “The winning team in that tournament gets to reenter the world championships.”
“I see. It's like a consolation match,” Firestorm said.
“We’ve already won our first duel,” Dashan continued. “We plan to keep on winning and reenter the world championships.” 
“And this time, we, Wang Hu Zhong, are gonna win,” Chi-yun finished.
“Cool! That sounds like a plan,” Tempest said.
“Except that our team still intends to win it,” Sagittario said.
“Don’t so sure,” said Mei-Mei. “That disorganized looking team we saw isn’t effective at all.”
“Besides that, I can’t believe you guys are in the world championships and yet don’t know about the wildcard,” Chao Xin added.
“You guys really are just total rookies, aren’t you.” Mei-Mei said.
“Did she say ‘rookies’?” Tempest asked.
“She means that we don’t know much about anything,” Yu said.
“Well, we did have our qualifying duels right before leaving, so we didn’t have much time to learn about the in’s and out’s of the world championships,” Firestorm pointed out.
“But your leader, Andromeda, can easily find out about those things,” Mei-Mei said.
“Now that you mention it, where is Andromeda?” Chao Xin asked.
“Uh … Well … You see, we … uh?” Tempest tried to say.
==================================================================

“Oh, wow! You guys really did blew it, huh?” Chao Xin said as he, Tempest, Sagittario, Radiance, Bismarck, Yu and Firestorm reach Andromeda’s room. “No biggie. Just leave it to me.”
“To you?” Tempest asked.
“You better watch it.” Yu warned.
“She is really mad at us,” Sagittario added.
“Don’t underestimate her anger. She could totally mess you up!” Firestorm said.
“Ha-ha-ha. Its fine,” Chao Xin said as he turns towards the door. “Just trust me, okay?” He said as he knocks on the door.
Soon, they hear Andromeda’s voice. “Agh! You guys just don’t get it!” She said as she opens the door, but she gets confused when she sees Chao Xin standing there.
“Yo! How’s it going, Andromeda? Long time, no see.” He said.
“Chao Xin? What are you doing here?”
“Well, I just want to talk for a minute. That’s okay, right?” Chao Xin said as he walks in.
==================================================================

About a minute later, Tempest, Sagittario, Radiance, Bismarck, Yu and Firestorm all hear Andromeda laughing, which shocked them. “I guess they are just silly little boys,” they heard Andromeda saw while she laughs
“I know, right? You can't just leave them bumbling by themselves,” Chao Xin said, while the other members of Star Swirl just stare on in shock.
“No way! Someone has to look out for them.”
“They’re just out of their dippers.”
“They’re just toddlers, really.”
“What in the world is going on in there?” Sagittario asked. Suddenly, the door opens, and Chao Xin, followed by a giggling Andromeda, walk out.
“Thanks for the advice, Chao Xin.” Andromeda said.
“Well, you know what, you definitely look the best when you're smiling, Andromeda. And I love what you’ve done to your mane,” Chao Xin said.
“It’s amazing! Now she’s back in a good mood again,” a shocked Tempest said.
“Is that a 4,000 year old Chinese technique too?” Firestorm asked.
“Everyone!” Andromeda suddenly said. “Let’s start the training. Chao Xin and the others said they’ll help out. Its back on!”
“Uh … Right on!” Star Swill all said, still unsure of what just happened.
==================================================================

Later by the beach, Dashan is standing on one leg on a giant blue ball, while Chao Xin is standing on Dashan’s head with just one hand, while Chi-yun is standing one of Chao Xin’s legs, carrying a chair that Mei-Mei is standing on with one leg, while holding two sticks that have spinning plats on them. Team Star Swirl are at aw at Wang Hu Zhong’s teamwork. “Amazing!” Andromeda said.
“So that’s China’s 4,000 year old teamwork?” Firestorm asked.
“We can work 24/7 and still not be able to do that,” Sagittario pointed out.
“That,” Bismarck began, “just plain looks…”
“Impossible!” The entire team said.
“No kidding,” Dashan said. “You have to learn to walk before you can run.”
“We’d be happy to teach you something much simpler if you like?” Mei-Mei said.
“What’s the deal than?” Tempest asked. “Why did you show us this first?”
“Just to bug you, that’s why!” Chi-yun shouted.
“Not cool!” Tempest and Sagittario both said while Bismarck, Andromeda and Firestorm slap their heads as Yu slums his head down, while Radiance giggles a little.
==================================================================

A bit later, the six teammates are all tied together at their ankles in three teams: Andromeda and Tempest, Firestorm and Yu, and Bismarck and Sagittario. “Okay, is everyone ready?” Dashan asked them. “Good. We’ll begin the special Chinese 4,000 leg teamwork training. The first step is practicing running in sync with each other.”
“Why do I have to be with you?” Bismarck and Sagittario asked each other.
“Don’t hold me back. Okay, Firestorm?”
“That’s my line and you know it.”
“Why are you blushing, Tempest?” Andromeda asked.
“Oh! Um … No reason,” Tempest nervously said. “Actually, I was gonna ask you the same,” Tempest said, which nearly makes Andromeda’s entire face turn a bright red.
“Okay, on your marks, guys,” Mei-Mei suddenly said. “Get set. Go!” Right as she said that, Sagittario and Bismarck fall over each other right away.
“What are you doing, Sagittario!?”
“What are you doing?!” Sagittario said, while Yu holds on for dear life as Bismarck runs, the two being way out of sync. As for Andromeda and Tempest, the two have fallen over each other.
“Tempest, please get off!” Andromeda said after Tempest landed on her back.
“Sorry,” Tempest said as he tries to get up, only for the two to roll over, now with Andromeda on top, the two facing each other.
“Now I get why you suggest those two to work together,” Chao Xin said to Radiance.
“Yep, that’s the reason,” Radiance said. “I just wish they weren't so far from actually working together.”
“It's no big deal,” Chi-yun said. “All of us looked like those guys when we started.”
“Really?”
“That’s right,” said Chao Xin.
“But after a lot of training and sweat, we ended up with a perfect teamwork routine,” Mei-Mei added.
“Perfect?”
“One, two, one, two, one, two, one, two,” they heard as Sagittario and Bismarck start timing there steps perfectly.
“Just take it one step at a time,” Andromeda said to Tempest as the two get into sync also.
“Got it.”
“Is this okay?” Firestorm asked Yu, having slowed down.
“Yeah. Just match my stride and timing,” Yu said.
“They’re already starting to sync up,” Chi-yun said.
“Yeah. No worries there, Radiance,” Chao Xin added.
==================================================================

Not long after that, the three match ups are now juggling bowling pins to each other. “This is easy!” Sagittario said, only to be proven wrong when all four pins hit him in the head, which makes the others laugh.
==================================================================

Next, they all do ping pon match, and Firestorm and Yu are in the lead. “All right! We won!” Yu said after he and Firestorm beat Andromeda and Tempest.
“You were just lucky that we hit each other.”
==================================================================

“How are we supposed to do signal flags again?” Sagittario asked as each of them hold two flags.
==================================================================

“Why am ah at the bottom?” Bismarck asked as he, Sagittario, Firestorm, Tempest, Andromeda and Mei-Mei form a diamond.
“To help build trust,” Dashan answered. “Besides, you're the physically strongest on your team.”
==================================================================

Later, its sunset as Andromeda, Tempest, Sagittario, Firestorm, Bismarck and Yu all run together, there ankles tied together, moving in perfect sync. “One, two, one, two, one, two, one, two,” the six all said.
“They really got the hang of this teamwork thing,” Radiance said.
“Indeed,” said Dashan. “However, the real test is in a duel. We would be happy to have a practice duel with them, but we need to be going soon.”
“We understand!” Andromeda said as she and the others stop and take the knots off.
“That sure was exhausting.” Yu said as he falls to the ground.
“I’m amazed that you all made such surprising progress,” Chi-yun said.
“Thanks,” Tempest said as Andromeda gets a drink from cooler she brought with her.
“Andromeda,” Dashan said, getting the purple unicorns attention. “Hear me now. Our team will be returning to the world championships. We will not lose until we get to duel you again. So you guys must keep winning too. We’ll compete in the finals and settle this once and for all.”
“You can count on it, Dashan,” Andromeda said in a serious tone.
“We’ll see you there. Okay?” Sagittario added.
“Say, Andromeda, do you know which team you will face next?” Mei-Mei asked.
“Oh! I haven’t checked yet,” Andromeda said as she ask her Zapple Brick and opens it. After a few seconds, she finds it. “Ah! Here it is. Apparently, we will face the winner of the upcoming duel between the Mexicolt team, Elementales, and the African representative team, Wild Fang.”
“Team Wild Fang!?” A shocked Dashan asked.
“Huh?”
“You know them?” Radiance asked.
“I’ve heard of them,” Dashan corrected. “Even though they seemed to have appeared out of nowhere, that 7 member team won the African qualifying tournament with crushing strength.”
“They did?” Andromeda asked.
"So it's a full team like ours," Firestorm noted.
“If I remember correctly, the leader is a blue and green unicorn,” Dashan added, which intrigues Andromeda. “They say he fights like a lion, like the actually king of all beast himself.”
“He fights like a lion?” Andromeda asked, the description oddly familiar. “Could the leader be him!?”
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The morning after Wang Hu Zhong helped Star Swirl with their teamwork, they are all at a restaurant enjoying breakfast, while Andromeda looks for information on Team Wild Fang. “Any luck yet, Andi?” Tempest asked as he drinks some orang juice.
“Just about,” Andromeda said. “Ah! Here it is. Everything we need to know about Team Wild Fang. It says here that they’re from a country called Savanna.”
“Isn’t that the country that recently won its independence from Camelia?” Radiance asked.
“The very same. Apparently, the country’s president named it after his daughter, who serves as the teams medical member.” Andromeda added. “And Dashan is right. Wild Fang’s leader is a unicorn. Amazing!” Andromeda said when she sees the team's record. “Team Wild Fang has won every single match they have been in since the beginning of the African qualifier and onwards.”
“That means they won two matches in a row every time,” Sagittario said as he and the others get up and look at the screen.
“So who are the team members?” Tempest asked.
“I’m looking that up now,” Andromeda said as she lowers the screen to revel pictures of the members and their status on the team. They all gasp in shock when they see a unicorn with a dark green mane that spikes high above his head along with a ponytail that drapes behind his head, a brilliant azure coat, and sharp light green lion-like eyes that have long scars shaped like cross going across them as the team leader. Its Leone!
==================================================================

One week ago, in the harsh desert of Africa, a day has passed since Team Star Swirl defeated Team Wang Hu Zhong in the first round of the World Duel Championships X. In the country of Savanna, a unicorn with a brilliant azure coat, wearing a dark brown cloak with a hood, is dragging a large box across the ground. He’s sweating due to both the heat and the labor. “Hey!” Someone suddenly called out. Looking up, the unicorn sees five thugs on a nearby boulder. “We want whatever you’re dragging in that box.” One said, but the unicorn ignores them and keeps walking.
“Stop right there!” Another thug said as they all surround the unicorn.
“You’re heading for Rock City, isn’t that right? Sorry, it’s just that we need cash, and we can get it any way we can.”
“Don’t think too badly of us. Even if you're going there for the tournament, it's just that the less competition we have, the better.”
“Hmmmm,” was all that came from the unicorn.
“Say something! Nopony ignores us around here, pal!” A thug said as he kicks the box, unknowingly opening it. “Huh? Its full of useless rocks!” He said out of shock. “Why are you dragging these around?” Suddenly, the unicorn jumps into the air and lands a hundred feet behind the thugs. He then fires a magical beam at them which send them flying as the shockwave removes his hood, showing his dark green mane that spikes high above his head along with a ponytail that drapes behind his head, and sharp light green lion-like eyes that have long scars shaped like cross going across them. Its Leone!
When the dust clears, all the thugs are coughing out dust. “That was just a lucky shot! We’ll remember you!” One said as they all run towards Rock City. Leone then grabs the chains connected to the box and continues walking. Eventually, he reaches the edge of a cliff and sees a rundown city, clearly having been ravaged by a war. There’s not even any paved roads, just dust.
“So that’s Rock City, the capital of Savanna,” Leone said as he drops the chain and walks down the cliff.
==================================================================

A bit later in the city’s stadium, there are large group of duelists, about 150, have gathered, and not all of them are zebras. “Duelists from around the world!” A fully grown zebra with a large battle scar across his face and wearing a dark green military uniform said. “Thank you for coming to our country’s representative selection tournament. I am the president, Askari, and this is my daughter, Savanna,” he said as he directs everyone's attention to his left, where a female zebra wearing a small vest and golden rings on her legs and ears. “I bid you all welcome to our country, Savanna. As you all know, our country recently won its independence from the oppressing country of Camelia, and so, in order for our country to develop and prosper, we must first make the name of ‘Savanna’ known throughout the world. That is why our country will compete in the World Duel Championships X. Even if we manage to win the African continental qualifying tournament, which will decide the representative team for all of Africa, the name of Savanna will become well-known throughout the planet. For that reason, I have decided that any zebra, pony, horse, minotaur, griffin or any other creature can compete in our country’s representative selection tournament. That way, the strongest duelist in the world will act as our Savanna’s representatives in the world championships. My daughter, Savanna, will act as the teams medical member. As for the rest of the team, what I am looking for in you is strength, world-class level power, the ability to focus solely on victory, drive, and battle instincts like those of a wild beast. Duelist who are here for your own reasons from other countries, if you want to go to the world championships, then win! Win and earn a spot as our country’s representative. Then use the fame to spread the glory of our country’s name across the globe.”
“I’ll do it! It works for me!” A unicorn from Haywaii said.
“I’ll get back at those guys who eliminated me from the Nefertia qualifiers! They won’t now what hit them!”
“Ha! These guys are a bunch of yahoos,” Leone said as he looks around the crowd. But this is the only way for me to go to the 	world championships. Is there anyone in this crowd who can become my teammates?
“I wonder what this card is for?” A male zebra with curly black hair packed into an afro, wearing a long tribal red coat, a black band on his neck, long, gold, circular earrings, a gold headband that slightly pushes up his Afro, as well as a blue scarf that’s golden on its ends, asked as he examines a yellow card he was given when he arrived.
“What’s wrong with you?” A blue, buck-toothed minotaur asked the zebra. The zebra notices that he’s also holding a yellow card. “You don’t even know what that thing is? Look around,” the buck-toothed minotaur said. Sure enough, other contestants are holding cards, each a different color. “There are 5 types of cards: blue, red, yellow, orange and green. They’re used to divide us into groups.”
“Divid into groups?” The zebra asked.
“Listen to me right now!” President Askari suddenly said after five differently colored stadiums are rolled out to the field. “I declare Savanna’s World Duel Championships X representative selection tournament to be open! Please, go to the stadium that corresponds to the color of the card we have given you,” he said. After a few minutes, all five stadiums have an even number of participants, 30 for each one. Leone is in the red group. “Each group will fight in a battle royal in your specifically color coded arena. The last duelist standing in each group will come forward and receive one of only 5 winners bracelets,” President Askari added as he picks up one of the 5 bracelets to show to the competitors. It’s metallic with a black line running down it, a small gray box in the line.
“I get it,” the zebra said as he stands next to the bucked-tooth minotaur. “There can be up to 5 regular players on a representative team, and there are 5 groups divided by color.”
“So that means that the duelist who win the battle royal and get a bracelet will be the representatives,” the bucked-tooth minotaur assumed as he gets ready.
“The time has come, everyone,” President Askari said as he sees that all the duelist are ready. “Let the duel begin! Three … two … one … GO!”
“Ow!” The zebra cried as the minotaur punches him right as the duels begins. “You can’t do that!”
“It’s your own fault for letting your guard down, kid,” the minotaur replied.
“What do you mean?”
“Smarten up. Here it doesn’t matter what you do in order to win. Get it?”
“There they go,” Savanna said as her father sits back down. “Dad, are you sure this is the best way?”
“I’m afraid it's the only way. After the war, most of our soldiers were critically injured. The only way for us to get representatives is from other countries.”
“I understand. But are you sure anyone in this group can become our representatives?” Savanna asked.
“Uh!”
“What is it, DJ Zazu?” President Askari asked the zebra DJ next to him.
“I think I know who one of them is. Look!” DJ Zazu said as he points towards the red group. There, Savanna and Askari see that Leone is sending them all flying with magical blasts.
“You’re in my way! Move it now!” Leone shouted as he sends 10 of them flying out of the stadium right away. However, recognizing that he’s a threat, the remaining 19 contestants quickly surround him. “Time to take care of this,” Leone said as he prepare a spell, while the wind begins to swirl around him. “King Lion Tearing Blast!” Leone shouted as three tornadoes appear around him, getting everyone’s attention.
“What is that!?” A female griffin in the green group asked.
“It ends here. Now!” Leone roared as the three tornadoes pick up all of the other contestants in the red group. When it dissipates, all of the other contestants scream as they fall to the ground, outside of the ring.
“Impossible!” One of the bested competitors said.
“Who is this guy?” Another asked.
“Ha! I’m your worst nightmare, that’s who!” Leone said, having overheard them.
Completely shocked, President Askari, Savanna, and DJ Zazu all stare in awe. Giving his head a good shake, DJ Zazu says, “Okay, red group. Your duel is over. The undisputed winner there is Leone.”
“No way!”
“Its over already!?”
“Fair enough,” a male griffin in the blue group said. He has brown hair with orange bangs that are complimented by matching extensions, dim green eyes decorated with orange face paint underneath his right eye, which is a stylized sun. He wears a long green shirt with a yellow stripe on the chest, and a black and yellow coat, and underneath the collar of his jacket he has a tanned colored scarf. He also wears black and yellow gloves with bandage-like wrap halfway up his arms. “But now it’s my turn!”
“I’ll take that,” Leone said as he takes a bracelet from the table President Askari and Savanna are sitting at.
“Of course you will. You have earned it,” President Askari said.
While examining the bracelet, Leone notices that Savanna is staring at him. “Uh, why are you staring at me like that?”
“Oh! What!? Was I staring?” Savanna nervously said while blushing. Suddenly, they hear all of the contestants in the blue group screaming. They see that it’s a griffin who’s doing this. The griffin has brown hair with orange bangs that are complimented by matching extensions, dim green eyes decorated with orange face paint underneath his right eye, which is a stylized sun. He wears a long green shirt with a yellow stripe on the chest, and a black and yellow coat, and underneath the collar of his jacket he has a tanned colored scarf.
“Oh. Not bad at all,” Leone noted after the griffin sends 5 contestants flying at once with a staff. The staff seems to be missing half of itself, as it’s curved surface suddenly flattens out about halfway. The tip of the staff as an amulet that looks like the sun, having a gold gem in the center while orang colors metal comes out of it, and again only half of it is there.
“Okay, no more fooling around!” The griffin said as he quickly breaks through a small barricade the other competitors had built, sending them all flying.
“Blue group, duel over! The winner is Nile!” DJ Zazu said as the griffin, Nile, puts his staff on a hock on his back.
“So his name is Nile, huh?” Leone said as Nile walks up the steps of the booth and takes his bracelet.
“Green group, duel over. The winner is Sahara!” DJ Zazu suddenly said. Looking toward the green group, Leone sees a female griffin who has brown hair with blue bangs that are complimented by matching extensions, dim red eyes decorated with blue face paint underneath her left eye, which is a stylized moon. She wears a long purple shirt with a blue stripe on the chest, and a black and blue coat, and underneath the collar of her jacket she has a tanned colored scarf. She’s also carrying a staff thats like Nile’s, but has an amulet that looks like the moon, with a dark blue gem while the metal is crescent-shaped.
“Looks like I beat you again, huh sis,” Nile said as Sahara walks up the booth.
“Very funny,” Sahara said in a slight raspy voice. “Those you were fighting just let you win,” she added as she takes her bracelet.
“I take it that you two are twins, right?” Leone asked.
“Yeah, we are.” Nile said.
“So, what are these bracelets for?” Sahara asked Savanna.
“I’m not supposed to tell you, but I can tell you this: you're not going to like it,” Savanna said, which confuses the three.
“Orange group, duel over! The winner is Nitestone!” DJ Zazu suddenly said. Looking over to the orange group, the four see a Diamond Dog wearing a gray mask, concealing all of his face except for his right eye, which is yellow, and wearing a tan trench coat and a black fedora, hiding most of his sand brown coat.
“Four down, everyone. Now only the yellow group remains,” President Askari said as everyone’s attention is now focused on the yellow group, where only 8 competitors remain. Leone, looking towards the yellow group, sees a zebra with a hurt arm using barrage techniques on one of the griffins.
“That guy…”
“I won't lose! Here me!?” The buck-toothed minotaur suddenly shouted as he clobbers some of the competitors and sends them flying, one of the hitting the zebra, knocking the two out. “Yes, sir! In your face!”
“Yellow group, duel over. The winner is Marcus!” DJ Zazu said as Marcus, the buck-toothed minotaur, runs up the stars of the booth. Soon, two solders put the five bracelets on their wrists.
“Congratulations,” President Askari said to the five. “Here we have the five heroes who have survived the fierce battle royal and we all salute you.”
So, these three are our allies? Nile thought to himself, his sister thinking of the same thing as they look at the other three.
“Now I can go to the world championships,” Marcus said as he looks at the bracelet he was given, while the other competitors are all cursing at them, saying that they were just lucky or that they won’t survive the first round of the African qualifiers.
“Now then, my friends,” President Askari suddenly said, “we will begin the final selection process.”
“You’ll what!?” A shocked Leone asked while Nile, Sahara, Nitestone and Marcus all just stare at him.
“What are you taking about?” Both Nile and Sahara asked.
“The final selection process? You mean that our places as representatives hasn’t been decided?” Marcus asked.
“You five are certainly strong duelist,” President Askari said. “Those bracelets are proof of your skills and talents. However, sometimes in a battle royal, there are those who win by pure luck, not by skill and talent. We will test you further to see if you truly possess the power befitting a Savanna rep. We must be sure now, mustn’t we?” At that, the small gray box suddenly turns white as numbers appear on it. It’s a timer! And its set for 24 hours.
“Hey!”
“What’s with this?” Marcus demanded.
“The rules are very simple,” President Askari continued. “You must face all of the duelist here in a 24 hour battle. You must protect that bracelet until the very end. Is that clear?”
“Twenty-four hours!?” A stunned Marcus said as he and the other 4 turn around.
“Did he just…?”
“It means that it’s not finished yet.” Two of the competitors said.
“That is correct,” President Askari said, having overheard them, as he gets up. “And so, the remaining duelists may challenge these five, and if they win, can take the bracelets that they are currently wearing. After dueling for 24 hours, those holding the bracelets will become the true reps. These are the rules, so good luck to you all,” he added, which makes all of the competitors cheer in excitement, having been given a second chance.
“I see. So that’s how it is,” Leone said.
“Well, this way, any weaklings who got lucky won’t hold onto their victory,” Nile added.
“No way!” A panicking Marcus said.
“The duel stage is,” President Askari said as the gates of the arena they’re in suddenly open, “all of Rock City and the three kilometers surrounding it. Do your best to protect that precious bracelet,” President Askari said to the five holding the bracelets.
“You got to be kidding me!?” A completely shocked Marcus said. “I’ve worked so hard to get the right to be a representative, so I won’t hand it over so easily. I can tell you that much! Get our of my way!” Marcus shouted as he suddenly aces off, running through the crowd and out into the city.
“Looks like there’s no other way,” Nile said.
“We just have to do it,” Leone added.
“Let the final selection process begin!” President Askari suddenly said, which makes the timers on the bracelets start simultaneously, while the other contestants all charge at the 4.
==================================================================

Four hours later, in the Rock City’s downtown, Leone, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone have just defeated 20 of the competitors. “Humph! Come back and challenge me again when you’re all grown up, kiddies,” Leone said, while Nile sends 5 more flying.
“So … So strong. These four are too strong for us,” an earth pony said as he gets up before he and the others leave.
“You guys are pretty good,” Leone said to the others.
“So are you, Leone,” Sahara said. Suddenly, Nitestone puts a paw on Sahara’s shoulder and directs them to their west, where they see 20 more of the contestants.
“I found them! Over here!” One said, making them all run towards them.
“Just had over your bracelets and you might just walk away!”
“Ugh! Here we go again,” an annoyed Leone said.
“They’re just gonna keep coming,” Sahara pointed out.
“They are,” Nile said. “We’re leaving,” Nile added as he and Sahara begin to turn around and walk away.
“You’re running away?” Leone asked them.
“There’s still 20 hours left to kill,” Nile pointed out.
“Right. Our policy is to avoid meaningless fights,” Sahara added.
“Maybe I overestimated you two,” Leone said.
“What did you say?!” Both Nile and Sahara asked.
“If you want to fight, go ahead and fight,” Nile added. “But isn’t it your goal to protect that bracelet and become a representative of this country and go out into the world?”
“Yeah. Isn’t that what’s important?” Sahara asked.
“That is why I will fight,” Leone replied, which confuses the twin griffins. “I have an opponent that I must and will defeat in the world championships. In order to stand before her without shame, I cannot turn my back on the likes of them,” Leone said as he and Nitestone get ready. Looking to each other, Nile and Sahara both nod in agreement as they grab their staffs.
“You are right…”
“We will fight with you,” Nile began and Sahara finished as they get ready.
“You four are going down!” One of the competitors said. Suddenly, Nitestone jumps up into the air, towards the group. As he nears landing, he kicks the contestants, knowing them out cold. Nile and Sahara then attack some of the contesters also.
“What up? I thought your policy was to avoid meaningless fights?” Leone asked the siblings.
“Give it a rest. We do whatever we feel like,” Sahara responded, not noticing that a unicorn is sneaking his way out of a nearby alleyway.
“I got you now, Sahara,” the unicorn said as he fires a magical beam at her, but she quickly dodges it. “Whoa! She’s fast,” the unicorn said as he turns and runs down the ally he came.
“Where that snake go!?” Sahara asked as she runs after the unicorn.
“Sahara, wait for me!” Nile said as he frantically follows his sister down the ally. Soon, the two reach a small area full of junk and places to hide in plain sight.
“Show yourself, you coward!” Sahara taunted. Suddenly, 20 different magical beams all fire from different directions at the two, barely giving them enough time to avoid them.
“Ha! You two let your guards down,” the unicorn who attack Sahara earlier said as he and his 19 unicorn friends pop out from their hiding places.
“So this is an ambush, huh?” Sahara asked.
“I told you not to run off like that. Now look what happens when you do,” Nile said. “But this is still a dirty trick!”
“Save it! It doesn’t matter how you do it, as long as you win in the end,” one said.
“Lets get ‘em!” Another said as they prepare more blasts at the two.
“Hey, can we ton on this fight?” Someone suddenly asked as the ambushers fire. Suddenly, a tornado appears and blocks the magical blasts, redirecting them to the sky before it disappears.
“What was that!?” One of the attackers asked, only to get his answer when Leone and Nitestone land on a nearby crate.
“You boys should leaner how to play fair and square, especially when facing a girl,” Leone said.
“Oh, man! Its Leone and Nitestone!”
“B-b-b-but how!? How did you two beat the others?” One asked.
“Ha! You don’t know me very well, do you?” Leone replied. “Nile, Sahara, finish this! Hit them hard and fast.”
“You heard him,” Nile said to his sister. Moving fast, the two soon join their staffs together, which begins to give off a powerful energy. “Mystic Zone!” They both shouted as a circle of magic plates, half of them glowing gold while the other half glow silver, appear around themselves and their ambushers. A small explosion then happens, knocking out all of the ambushers out cold.
“Ha! Now that was fun, wasn’t it?” Leone asked as Nile and Sahara separate the staffs.
“Thanks a lot, Leone, Nitestone,” Nile said. “But why did you help us?”
“I wasn’t planning on helping you. I just did what I felt like,” Leone replied, the four of them not noticing that a male zebra with curly black hair packed into an afro, wearing a long tribal red coat, a black band on his neck, long, gold, circular earrings, a gold headband that slightly pushes up his Afro, as well as a blue scarf that’s golden on its ends, is watching from a safe distance.
“Wow! Those four are … amazing!” He said.
==================================================================

“Nile, Sahara, why did you enter this selection tournament?” Leone asked the siblings as the four walk down Rock City’s main street. Its sunset as the day begins to draw to a close.
“It was our only chance,” Sahara answered.
“Right. There weren’t any good duelist in our home country.” Nile added.
“Since the world championships is fought on teams that have a minimum of three members…”
“There was no other way for us to qualify for it. We knew that if we came here, we can meet strong duelists.”
“And when we get into the world championships, we can duel strong ones. That’s why we entered.” Sahara finished.
“I see,” Leone said. “So, whats your story, Nitestone,” Leone asked the silent Diamond Dog, but he doesn’t say anything. “What is with you? Since we meet, you haven’t said a single thing. You mute or something?” Leone asked, getting a nod from Nitestone.
“A strong, silent type, huh?” Sahara asked.
“What about you, Leone?” Nile asked. “You mentioned there’s an opponent you need to defeat in the world championships.”
“Nile, Sahara, Nitestone, you all got the right stuff,” Leone simply said, which surprises the three.
“Hey, Leone, Nile, Sahara, Nitestone!” A familiar voice suddenly called out from their east. Looking in that direction, they see Savanna running up to them, carrying a small box on her back.
“Savanna? What are you doing here?” Sahara asked.
“I figured you guys were getting hungry, so I baked you some cookies,” Savanna answered as she takes the box and holds it out to them.
“Oh, you did?” Leone said as he opens the box and takes a cookie out. Its chocolate chip. “Mmm, not bad at all,” Leone said as he takes a bite while Nile and Sahara take some cookies too.
“No, seriously, these are amazing!” Sahara said as she quickly finishes her cookie and gets another.
“Say, Savanna, why are you the teams medical member?” Leone asked.
“Well, one reason is that I used to help in a medical camp during the war, so I know how to heal really nasty wounds. Another reason is that my dad wants me to see the world, something he never had the chance to do,” Savanna answered. “He was a general in the war for our independence, so I never really had much time to spend with him growing up. When the war ended, he became the president so he never realized his dream of seeing the world.”
“He really does care of you, huh?” Nile said.
“Yeah, which is pretty much evident when he named this entire country after me,” Savanna said, which makes them all laugh.
“Hey, you guys!” A voice suddenly called out. Acting quickly, Leone, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone all take on a fighting stance as they turn around. They all see a utility hole open, and see Marcus’ head pop up. He gasps in surprise when he sees that they’re all ready to blow his head off.
“Oh! It’s you,” Leone said as he and the others calm down.
“Ha-ha! Come down here, guys,” Marcus said as he heads back down the utility hole. Slightly reluctant, the five of them follow Marcus down into the subway systems, and follow him to metal door.
Marcus opens the door and lets them into … “An underground shelter?” Nile asked as he sees a small room that has several barrels of food, water and other utilities needed for living.
“Yeah,” Marcus said as he closes the door. “There are several large underground shelters scattered around Rock City. It’s a good thing I looked that up before coming here.”
“Have you’ve been down here hiding this whole time?” Nile asked the buck-toothed minotaur.
“What’s the point in fighting all of those goofballs?” Marcus responded. “If we stay hidden in here for the remaining 10 hours, we automatically get the representative positions. Isn't that right?”
“I suppose so,” Sahara said.
“Say, Marcus,” Leone began to say. “Why did you enter this selection tournament anyway?”
“In my country there’s a super strong, talented team of duelist. There’s no way I could be able to beat them in a fair fight. But in this county’s tournament, I stand a good chance of winning for sure. So there you have it,” Marcus answered.
“In other words, you ran away from a fight,” Leone said, which surprises Marcus.
“Huh? Say what?”
“Marcus, you totally fail the test.”
“Huh?” Suddenly, they all hear loud knocking coming from the door, as if someone is trying to break it down. “Oh, no! It’s the others!” Marcus said as he quickly runs to the door and seems to lean against it to keep it from falling over. “There’s too many! If they get in here, we’re doomed!”
“Move! I’ll send them all flying at once,” Leone boasted.
“Don’t do it!” Marcus said. “If you fight in a blade like this, we’ll get caught in the crossfire too! Grab those! We can use them to block the door,” Marcus said as he points towards the barrels.
“Guess there’s no choice,” Nile said as he, Leone, his sister Sahara, and Nitestone quickly run toward the barrels. However, Marcus sinisterly smiles, which catches Savanna’s attention.
“Guys, wait!” Savanna cried out, when someone grabs and gags her.
“Savanna!” Leone said as he, Nile, Sahara, and Nitestone step on a light blue sheet, when they somehow begin falling. “What!?” Leone, Nile and Sahara all said as they grab onto the sheet, which slows it down a little, when Marcus steps on it, stopping it and them from falling.
“Oops, I forgot to mention that there’s a hole in the group over here,” Marcus said, mocking them as Leone and Nile are holding onto the sheet, while Sahara holds onto them while Nitestone holds onto her.
“Marcus, why you…”
“You shouldn’t have let your guard down,” Marcus interrupted. “This is a competition to become a representative in the world championships, after all.”
“But why? You already have a bracelet? And where’s Savanna?” Nile asked, when two pegasi and two griffins suddenly show up, with one of the pegasi carrying a tied and gaged Savanna on his back. “Who are you guys?”
“These are my friends, Team Marcus, get it? My friends here are participating in Camelia’s selection tournament, and the king of Camelia asked us to do something to become their representatives,” Marcus answered. “He wanted us to both sabotage Savanna’s selection tournament and take President Askari’s daughter hostage. So … Louie, Tony, Carlo, Buddy!” Marcus said as he takes Savanna, while his four pals take Leone’s, Nile’s, Sahara’s, and Nitestone’s bracelets.
“Hey, look on the bright side, guys,” Louie said.
“We’ll send you a postcard from the world championships with a picture of the imprisoned and tortured Savanna.” Carlo added.
“I’ll get you!” Leone yelled.
“Bye-bye, have a nice trip. See you net fall,” Marcus said as he steps off of the sheet, which makes the four fall down into the deep, dark hole. “Let’s go! We have 2 hours to get to the pickup site,” Marcus said as they all leave. Unknown to them, however, when Leone, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone hit the bottom of the hole, it breaks, making them fall even further into Rock City’s sewer system, right into the ‘water.’
“That jerk!” Leone said after he and the others reach the surface and gag for air.
“He’s mine!”
==================================================================

Not long after, its night as Leone, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone search Rock City for Marcus and his goons. “Where did those rats run off to!?” A very worried Leone said.
“Hey! Leone!” A voice suddenly called out from behind. Turning around, they see a male zebra with curly black hair packed into an afro, wearing a long tribal red coat, a black band on his neck, long, gold, circular earrings, a gold headband that slightly pushes up his Afro, as well as a blue scarf that’s golden on its ends, is standing in a fighting stance. “I challenge you. Duel me right now!” He said, though they all sigh.
“I don’t have the bracelet anymore.”
“Neither do the rest of us,” Leone and Nile both said, which confuses the zebra.
“We don’t have time to wast babbling with you,” Leone said. “Marcus, you swine, where did you go?!?!”
“Marcus?” The zebra asked.
“We don’t have much time,” Nile said. “If I were Marcus, I probably hide somewhere outside of town. That’s also where a pickup team may be waiting for them. The problem is: which direction?”
“Uh, well, you know…” the zebra began to say, which gets the others attention. “If you're looking for Marcus, and the captured Savanna, then they’re right over there, in the mountains east of here,” he added as he points in that direction.
“What?”
==================================================================

Up in the mountains east of Rock City, Marcus, Louie, Tony, Carlo, and Buddy, along with the captive Savanna, are running. Finally, they reach a small rocky area, where a helicopter with four zebras, one the pilot, two soldiers, and one a general, are waiting. “Ah! Marcus, right on schedule,” the general said as Marcus and the others stop, panting. “I see that you all accomplished your mission.”
“Yeah. We sure did,” Tony said as he puts Savanna on the ground.
“Savanna, you and I are gonna spend a lot of time together,” the general said. “Now then, did you check to make sure you weren’t being followed?”
“Yep. No one knows we’re up here,” Marcus answered.
“Good,” the general said. “How much time is left before we begin phase 2?”
“Seven more hours to go, sir,” Louie answered.
“Excellent,” the general replied. “Now that we have made it this far, we have nothing to worry about.”
“But you’ve got plenty to worry about!” A voice from behind suddenly called out, which surprises the group. Turning around, Marcus and the others see Leone, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone standing on a boulder, the moon behind them about 100 meters away. 	“The jig is up, Marcus.”
“This is where it ends for you guys,” Leone and Nile both said.
“Leone!? Nile!? Sahara!? Nitestone!?” A terrified Marcus said.
“I thought you said no one was following you?” The clearly displeased general said.
“We did!” Marcus defended.
“Then how did you all find us!?” The general demanded.
“Simple: he told us where you were,” Leone said, referring to a male zebra with curly black hair packed into an afro, wearing a long tribal red coat, a black band on his neck, long, gold, circular earrings, a gold headband that slightly pushes up his Afro, as well as a blue scarf that’s golden on its ends, who has just walked up to Leone’s side.
“But how?” The general asked.
“I was born and raised in the great grasslands of the Zebralands, so my eyesight is much sharper than normal,” the zebra answered.
“What!?” The general asked. Suddenly, with a smirk, Sahara disappears in a flash of silver colors light, and reappears behind the pilot. She quickly uses her staff to knock the pilot unconscious and grabs Savanna. They disappear in a flash of silver light, leaving behind the restraints and the gag, and reappear near the others, which shocks Marcus and the general. “How’d you do that!?”
“The same way we’re gonna take back what you took from us!” Nile said.
“Get ready, ‘cause we’re fighting now!” Leone added.
“Good thing I always have a backup plan,” the general said under his breath. “Attack Formation Delta!” He ordered, which makes the two solders next to him run towards the center of their group.
“What are they up to?” Sahara asked.
“Allow me to find out,” the zebra said as he takes a good look at all of their enemies. “The general and Marcus both have a SOG Seal Pup Elite, Tiger Striped, 9-1/2" overall, 4-7/8" partially serrated AUS-8A stainless blade with tiger stripe powder coating. Louie, Tony, Carlo and Buddy all have a 9x19 mm Walther P99, Germare semi-automatic pistols. Those two soldiers just have toy water guns with black paint. Those two are just the bait. They’re planning a pincer attack!” The zebra said in a volume too low for the Camelians to hear.
“You can see all of that from here!?” A surprised Sahara asked the zebra.
“Yes, I can. And they don’t know it.”
“Interesting,” Leone said. “That can be useful. Nile, Sahara, let’s go!” Leone said as he jumps down and charges, followed by Nile and Sahara.
“Now!” The general orders, making the two soldiers jump out-of-the-way as Tony, Louie, Carlo and Buddy all fire. However, thanks to the zebras warning, Leone, Nile and Sahara all teleport behind the Camelians, surprising them.
“King Lion Tearing Blast!”
“Mystic Zone!” Leone, Nile and Sahara all shouted as they do their signature attacks, which makes all of the Camelians scream as they see a bright light envelop them.
==================================================================

As the sun begins to rise, Leone, Nile, Sahara, Nitestone, Savanna and the zebra all look at Rock City as the sun rises behind them, a new day having arrived. “Thank you again for saving me from those goons,” Savanna said, in particular to Leone.
“It was nothing,” Leone said. “You can let go of my hoof now,” he added, which makes Savanna blush madly as she backs away slightly while Nile laughs a little.
“Speaking of those goons,” Sahara said as she looks behind them. “Do you think we went a little overboard with them?” She asked as the others look behind them. They all see a large, 50-foot deep crater that the helicopter is now in, now nothing but a smoldering wreck, and Marcus and the other Camelians are all lying on the ground with burned skin.
The zebra chuckles nervously at the question as they all begin walking down the mountain. “Hey, you. What’s your name?” Leone asked the zebra.
“Wha? My name? My name is Nge,” the zebra answered.
“Okay, Nge, hold this,” Leone said as he tosses a bracelet at Nge, who quickly grabs it.
“But — But why?” Nge asked.
“I’m giving it to you. Show me that you can protect it to the end,” Leone answered. Nge then nods in understanding as he puts on the bracelet. Suddenly, they all hear shouting coming form the bottom of the mountain. Looking down, they see all of the other contestants, ready to fight, having been alerted to their location by the fight. “We’re gonna take on the world!”
“Boom, baby!”
“Yeah!”
“Oh, uh, okay,” Nile, Sahara and Nge all said as they, along with the ever silent Nitestone, led by Leone, charge down the mountain.
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“You’re right,” Leone answered, turning toward Andromeda. “The only reason I entered this tournament was to show you more of my power. Listen well. There’s only one pony in the world I want to defeat: it’s you, Andromeda! You alone.” Leone said as he points a hoof at Andromeda. “I’ll give you some advice for when you enter the world championships. Number 1: always hold back unless necessary.”
“Wait, were you holding back when you fought Firestorm just now, were you?”
“Yes, I was. Number 2: create your own spells and moves for when you face the best in the world. And number 3: Andromeda, until you face me, don’t you dare lose to anyone. We’ll meet again, on that great stage known as the world.” Leone said as he leave, leaving behind a bewildered Andromeda. Suddenly, she hears a roar coming down the corridor. She then sees a full-grown lion charging right at her! She screams as it pounces on her.
==================================================================

Suddenly, Andromeda wakes up screaming. Her roommates, Radiance and Bismarck, startled by Andromeda’s screams, begin to panic. “What is it!? Is Wrango facing Bismarck in the next match!? Is my baby not gonna make it!?” A panicking Radiance said, only for Bismarck grab her as Andromeda calms down.
“Just … a dream?” Andromeda asked after about a minute of silence. She looks over to a nearby clock. It’s 6:00 a.m.
“That’s it?” Radiance asked as Andromeda gets up. “You nearly gave me a heart attack. You know perfectly well that both me and my foal need our beauty sleep.”
“It must have been one scary dream,” Bismarck added while Andromeda opens the blinds of their room, and looks out at the vast capital of Mexicolt: Mexicolt City.
“I wonder what Mexicolt has in store for us.”
==================================================================

Later that morning, its close to noon as Team Star Swill meet in the hotels lobby. “Oh! I wish I could’ve seen that!” A laughing Yu said after Radiance and Bismarck told them what happened that morning.  “But I understand why Andrea is edgy. Today is the duel between Africa's representatives and Mexicolt’s representatives after all.”
“Andromeda, I don’t understand why you're getting nervous before Leone’s duel,” Bismarck said.
“Well, it’s true that Leone’s duel with Firestorm was amazing,” Sagittario began to say. “But if it were me, I finish a guy like that in one move! Bing, bam, boom!”
“Sagittario, you don’t understand,” Andromeda said. “I’m not sure why, but for some reason, every time I think of Leone’s names, I think of someone my mom once defeated in a regular magic duel.”
“Specking of Lelo-Lo, I never imagined that he would join the world championships through another country,” Yu said, referring to Leone. “Who would’ve thunk, huh?”
“I bet that, right now, it’s becoming big news back home if Equestria too.” Radiance added.
==================================================================

In Canterlot, its close to noon as Twilight, her family, her friends and her friends’ families, along with Spitfire, Soarin, and Blaze, enter the main booth of one of Canterlot’s stadiums, with Celestia, Luna and Discord waiting for them. “Ah. Twilight, so glad you could make it.” Celestia said when she sees her former student.
“Glade to have come, Celestia,” Twilight said. “So what is this all about?”
“Just look out at the spectators,” Luna said. Looking out the window, sure enough, all of the audience members are excited for something, but what?
“Why are they so excited?” Rainbow Dash asked.
“Look at this,” Discord said as he turns on a computer, and a news broadcast about the world championships begins.
“World Duel Championships X news!” DJ Pon-3 said as she appears on the screen. “Today, we have some hot world championships news, so listen up. Todays match,” she continued as two pictures of two different teams appear behind her, “the second round duel taking place today is the Mexicolt representatives, Team Elementales verses the African representatives, Team Wild Fang. But there is more to this story, my friends. Check out Wild Fangs leader, Leone!” She added, which shocks Twilight and her friends and family. “As you all surly remember, Leone won a spot as a member for Equestria’s representative team, but he refused the position. He is now participating in the world championships as a member of Africa’s team. Intriguing. We can only wonder what tricks he has up his sleeves for todays duel. The best news is that this much-anticipated duel will be broadcasted live, in Equestria as well.”
“Leone!?” Twilight asked. “No wonder everyone is pumped.”
“Indeed,” Celestia said as she looks at the audience members, all of them cheering and laughing. “I only see this much excitement for a duel in one of Equestria’s only.”
Suddenly, a ring is heard on the computer. Moving quickly, Bastion answers and a screen, showing Andromeda and her team, appears. “Andi! Guys!” A happy Orion said.
“Hey guys,” Tempest said.
“I take it that you already know about Leone, right?” Andromeda asked them.
==================================================================

“Of course we do!” Discord said.
“Right. And besides, there’s no way you don’t know about it,” Twilight said as she turns the camera towards the audience in the arena.
“Oh, wow! Everyone bcd home is getting into it, too!” A surprised Yu said.
“What’s so great about this Leone guy, anyway?” Sagittario asked.
“That’s a no brainer!” Tempest said. “He’s the real deal! I mean, pretty much everyone knows how epic Leone’s duels have been.”
“That’s true,” Twilight said.
“And best of all, the winner of this second round duel will face you in the third round,” Luna said to Team Star Swirl.
“So they will,” Radiance said.
“Then, if Wild Fang wins against Elementales…” Firestorm began.
“Then Andromeda will face Leone again,” Tempest finished.
“And to top it all off, the winner of that third round duel will move on to the A-Block Finals,” Discord added.
“Did you say the ‘A-Block Finals’?” Sagittario asked.
“The opposing team for the A-Block Finals will be decided between the third round duel between Team Excalibur, who won their second round duel with crushing strength, and the winner of the conciliation tournament who returns to the championships as the wild card.” Luna said.
“The duels to decide which team returns as the wildcard have already started, and they are hard-fought,” Celestia said.
“Here’s some video feed from three of those duels. You might recognize some of the competitors,” Discard said as the video feed is display, which makes Team Star Swill gasp in surprises.
“Aleksei!”
“Gasur!”
“Dashan!” Andromeda, Sagittario and Tempest all said.
“Talk about impressive duelist,” Andromeda said.
“I think Dashan is about to finish his duel?” Orion said. Not long after he said that…
“Crushing Blast!” Dashan suddenly shouted as a stream of fire is shot at his opponent.
“Oh, crankies!” The Austneighlia representative team leader said as he’s flown out of the stadium, while Dashan’s teammates cheer.
“We, Wang Hu Zhong, are gonna win the wildcard spot! Just watch,” Dashan stated. “Are you there? Do you hear me, Andromeda!?”
“Oh!” A surprised Andromeda said when Dashan said that.
“Oh, yeah!” A pumped Sagittario said. “Those guys sure rock! I want to duel with Wang Hu Zhong again!”
“But Excalibur’s strength is on another level altogether,” Firestorm pointed out. “Even if Wang Hu Zhong wins the consolation round, it remains to be seen whether or not they can get by a team like Excalibur.”
“You got a point there, Firestorm,” Tempest said.
“Whether it’s Wang Hu Zhong or Excalibur we face, they’re both really strong opponents,” Andromeda said.
“Not to mention that we have to win our third round match as well. Remember?” Yu pointed out.
“Yes,” Andromeda complied. “Let’s forces on today’s match between Mexicolt’s team and Africa’s team.”
“Well, it looks like the pre-duel press conference is about to start,” Luna said, which makes Firestorm grab a remote and turn on a nearby TV.
“Press conference?” Tempest asked as the screen displays a room in the arena where reporters are waiting.
==================================================================

“Thank you for your patine, everyone,” the unicorn stallion DJ said over a microphone. “We will now begin this official World Duel Championships X press conference. First off, please welcome our representatives, the amazing Team Elemetales!” He said as a curtain opens up, showing three ponies who the paparazzi quickly begin taking pictures of. “The steadfast rock, the master of precision, its Roca!” The DJ said, referring to an earth pony stallion with a dark brown coat, a sand brown mane and coat, and a rock for a cutie mark. “The whirlwind of Elemetales, the pegasus who strikes faster than lightning, its Tormenta!” The DJ said, referring to a pegasus with a navy blue coat, yellow eyes, a dark dray mane, and a storm cloud for a cutie mark. “And the team leader, the master of all things fire, its Fuego!” The DJ finished, referring to a unicorn with a dark red coat, an orange mane, black eyes and a flame for a cutie mark.
==================================================================

“So that's Team Elementales, huh?” Firestorm asked.
“Did you hear. Their names are Spanish for rock, storm and fire,” Yu said.
“Now then,” the DJ continued. “Lets ask the team leader, Llama, if he’s worried about todays duel.” The DJ said after Team Elementales takes a seat at a table.
“Ha! Me? Worried?” Fuego replied. “I don’t care if its Team Wild Fang or anyone else. They’ll just be weak, little kittens when they come to face us.”
“It seems that they have remained undefeated so far, but so have we. So what’s the big deal?” Tormenta asked, which surprises Andromeda and the others.
Without hesitation, Andromeda looks up Team Elementales’ record. “He’s telling the truth!” A surprised Andromeda said. “Team Elementales has won every duel they’ve been in since the qualifiers on. They haven’t even lost once!”
“Huh?”
“That’s unbelievable,” Yu said.
“Of course we’ll decide todays duel with two wins in a row as well,” Fuego said as he gets up. “We’ll make Wild Fang taste defeat for the first time. So keep your eyes open, everyone.”
“Oh, it is on!” Said the DJ. “Right away, we have a promise of two wins in a row. Let’s see how the other, undefeated team, responds to this deceleration of war! Give it up for Team Wild Fang!” The DJ said as he directs everyone's attention to another corridor with curtains.
“Leone!” Andromeda said under her breath a she, along with everyone else, is watching with great anticipation. When the curtains do open, it's not Wild Fang as a whole, but just one member, which surprises everyone. It’s a brown minotaur, wearing a white wrestling outfit with a mask.
“How are you all doing!?” The minotaur loudly asked through the microphone he was holding in his hand. “I’m Team Wild Fang’s newest, bestest member, the super sub-member Masked Bull!”
“It’s Taurus,” Andromeda said, instantly recognizing him.
“Taurus, yep.”
“Taurus, eeyup.”
“Teru, yup,”
“That guy.”
==================================================================

“I was just wondering where he went to. But how in the world did he get there?” Orion asked as he and everyone else watch, completely stunned by this.
==================================================================

“Hey, you guys!” The ‘Masked Bull’, AKA Taurus, said to Team Elementales. “Heres the scoop, so listen up. You can babble on all day long, but this duel will be decided by Wild Fang winning two in a row! Leone won’t be stopped by the likes of you! Understand me!?”
“It’s cute that they sent a delivery boy with this message, but I guess that mean you won’t actually be in the duel, isn’t that right Señor Mask Bull?” Fuego asked.
“So who cares!?” The Masked Bull yelled, making Elementales cower behind Fuego due to how loud he was. “It is my great honor to walk along with Leone, and when he wins to stand with him at the top of the world. Yes, that would be enough for me. For me it’s all good. That is the way that I, the amazing and anonymous Masked Bull, feels about it!”
==================================================================

“Taru's soooo cool!” Yu said while Sagittario looking in confusion, while Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck, Radiance and Firestorm all sigh.
==================================================================

“Uh, we don’t care who you are,” the DJ said to the Masked Bull. “So, if you can go get the real members of the team, that would be swell and-”
“Leone will never participate in a free rate circus like this!” The Masked Bull yelled, causing the DJ to scream as he comers his ears. “You’ll understand everything, once the duel is over. Until then just prepare yourselves for defeat. Over and out!” The Masked Bull finished as he throws the microphone down, making a pricing noise as he leaves.
==================================================================

“Yeah! Taru is the man!” Yu cheered while Sagittario is looking on in confusion, while Andromeda, Tempest, Bismarck, Radiance and Firestorm have lowered their heads.
==================================================================
“Uh, princess…” Discord tried to say while every just hangs their heads low.
“Please, don’t say anything,” Celestia said.
==================================================================

“Grrrr! Well, no matter what their excuse is, in the end they wouldn’t come out because they were scared of us.” Fuego said. “Leaving a press conference to a clown like that? Wild Fang are nothing but a bunch of cowards with a cool name. Nothing more and nothing less.”
“Even without dueling, its like our victory has already been decided.”
“That’s the 4-1-1.” Tormenta and Roca both said, causing a frenzy in the paparazzi.
“There you have it. The duel that the entire duel is watching starts right now. Don’t you dare miss it!” The DJ said.
==================================================================

Later at the arena, it’s packed as everyone wants to see this match, despite that odd press conference earlier. Among them is Team Star Swirl, being in a low section of the stands. “So, Taurus just pops up out of nowhere and onto Leone’s team?” Andromeda asked.
“Yep, that’s Taru’s style all right.” Yu said.
“What matters is that you're okay, Andi," Radiance said to her unicorn friend. “We’ll finally have the chance to see Leone again. Don’t you want to meet with him?”
“There’s no need to do that,” Andromeda replied, making her teammates look at her in confusion. “Like Taurus said, we’ll understand everything when the duel is over. All I have to do is watch and see what happens.”
“Now, after that ridicules press conference, let’s watch Team Elementales vs. Team Wild Fang duel get under way! Give it up for Mexicolt’s representatives, our very own Team Elementales!” The DJ said as the doors of a corridor open, showing the three members of Elementales, who walk out into the stadium, causing the crowd to cheer loudly.
“We’re counting on you, Fuego!”
“Send those fake fangs flying!” Two members of the audience cheered.
“And next, mares and gentlecolts, please welcome Africa’s Team Wild Fang, and let's hope it's for real this time,” the DJ said, causing the crowd to calm down. When the curtains to the corridor open, however, no one is there. “Say what?”
“Huh?” Andromeda said, when she hears hoof steps slowly making their way to the stadium. Beginning to sweat, Andromeda hallucinates that a lion is running out to attack her, which makes her scream.
“Ah! It’s Lelo-Lo!” Yu suddenly said, snapping Andromeda out of her trance. Looking at the corridors entrance, sure enough, is Leone. Leone then, for some reason, glances over to where Andromeda and the others are.
“Leone?” Andromeda said as the rest of Team Wild Fang exit the corridor.
“He was looking over here,” Tempest said.
“Amazing! Even in this huge crowd, Leone was able to pick out Andromeda right away,” an astonished Radiance said.
“Hmm, I'm right here, Leone,” Andromeda said under her breath as Team Wild Fang reaches their booth.
“Boo!”
“Go back to Africa where you belong!”
“Humph! Howl at us as much as you want,” the Masked Bull responded to the booing from the audience. “We’ll take all of that negative energy and put it right into our attacks.”
“Humph! Still talking really tough right up to the duel, huh?” Fuego said.
“Enough talk!” The DJ said. “Time to find out which of these teams will continue down the undefeated path. In this first match someone must finally take a loss. Here are the parings. Tormenta vs. Nile!”
“Send him sailing down the Nile, Tormenta!”
“Without a paddle, if you know what I mean!” Two members of the audience cheered.
“Come on, leave it all out there, Tormenta!” Fuego said.
“I will. We’re gonna move on to the third round without losing. Mock my words,” Tormenta said before he leaves for the stadium.
“We’re counting on you,” Roca added.
On the other side of the arena, Nile and Leone do a hoof/fist bump before he leaves for the stadium. “Show ‘em who's boss, Nile! Make sure they’re on the ropes when you hand things over to Leone!” The Masked Bull said as he grabs Nge like a teddy bear and begins to squeeze him like one, while Sahara and Savanna look on in shock.
“It’s no surprise that Nile is going first,” Andromeda said as she checks her Zapple Brick. “That’s been their teams pattern from the African qualifiers on.”
“Nile always wins first, and then Leone cleans up in the second match,” Firestorm added.
“That Nile guy looks strong to, doesn’t he?” Yu said as the two fliers reach the ring.
“Let’s get this party started!” The DJ said when he sees that Tormenta and Nile are ready. “Three … two … one … GO!” At that, Tormenta quickly charges at Nile.
“¡Me voy a quedar a usted como hedor y enviaré a volar!” Tormenta said as he round house kicks Nile, but Nile just simply jumps back. Grabbing his staff, Nile points it at Tormenta. Suddenly, the ground begins to explode like a gun is fired at it. Then, somehow, Tormenta is sent flying back several feet.
“What was that!?”
“No!” Fuego and Roca both said.
“What the hay just happened!?” Bismarck asked when he and the others see this.
“He got sent flying without even being touched!” A surprised Sagittario added.
“What was that?” Tromenta asked as he gets up.
“Time to end this!” Nile suddenly said, which terrifies Tormenta. “Mystic Sun Zone!” Nile shouted as a circle of magic plates, all of them glowing gold, appear around him and Tormenta. The light is so bright that most of the audience can't see, while Leone and the Masked Bull just chuckle as the light fades. When it’s gone, Tromenta is outside of the stadium, completely in denial that he just lost.
“Unbelievable! In the blink of an eye, Tormenta has been thrown out of the stadium!” The DJ said while Team Elementales and Team Star Swirl all gasp in shock. “If you told me that Tormenta would be beaten so fast, I would’ve called you a gran mentiroso!” The DJ said as Nile returns to his teams booth.
“B-b-b-b-b-b-bull! Well, done, Nile buddy!” The Masked Bull said, having let go of Nge.
“It’s all yours, Leone,” Nile said.
“Okay.”
“It can’t be!” Tormenta said as he collapses to the ground.
“What happened out there!?” Tempest asked.
“The stadium was lit up for a moment, but…”
“It was way to fast to see what happen,” Firestorm and Yu both said.
“I didn’t even have time to analyze it,” Andromeda said, having only just got her Zapple Brick out.
“Well, let’s slap ourselves back to reality and begin the second match,” the DJ said as Leone walks out to the stadium. “Wild Fang is sending its leader, Leone. Just as they said at the press conference, they’re aiming for two wins in a row.”
“Course we are! Go, go, Leone!” The Masked Bull said as he hugs Nge again, squeezing him again.
“What next, Leone?” Andromeda asked as Leone reaches the stadium.
“It ends here and now!” A furies Fuego said as he quickly walks up to the stadium.
“Take no prisoners, Fuego!” Roca said.
“His opponent from our Team Elementales is the team leader, the one and only Fuego!” The DJ said. “Our teams winning streak was stopped but it will now begin again. This time, Wild Fang’s run of wins will end and fast.”
“Fuego! Fuego! Fuego! Fuego!” The audience all chanted.
“If he can defeat Leone, our team can charge down the undefeated path once again!” The DJ added.
“Humph! Things sure are getting lively,” Leone said.
“You better laugh it up while you can, okay Leone? I’ve been preparing this day for a long time. I have thoroughly analyzed all of your duels,” Fuego said.
“Goodie for you.”
“I am going to make you taste defeat for the first time, so get ready!”
“What fun. Go ahead and try,” Leone replied.
“Grrr! Three!”
“Two! One! GO!” They both shouted. “Lion Gale Force Wall!”
“Whoa! Right away!?” A stunned Fuego asked as Leone’s signature tornado appears. The force of the wind is enough to send Fuego back several feet.
“Oh, you’re still there, huh?” Leone said in a mocking matter from inside his tornado.
“I’m not going anywhere. Not until I beat you!” Fuego said as he prepare a spell. He fires a magical beam and the ground around the tornado, and it quickly catches fire. Suddenly, the tornado begins to waver.
“Oh, my. Now what’s up? The tornado Leone created has begun to waver. Is it because of the heat from Fuego’s flames?” The DJ asked.
“Ha-ha-ha! Hot enough for you?” Fuego laughed as he crates more flames.
“I get it!” Andromeda suddenly said. “Fuego’s flames are creating enough heat that it’s causing an updraft, which is weakening the tornado!”
“Huh?” The others said, when the tornado becomes weak enough for a small gap to open, which Fuego notices.
“Got ya! ¡Ardor Mirage!” Fuego shouted and he charges at Leone through the gape, and kicks him out, causing both the flames and the tornado to disappear.
“Where is Leone’s Lion Gale Force Wall?” Andromeda asked.
“Mexicolt’s team is better than I thought,” Sagittario said.
“How’s that?” Fuego asked Leone. “Your wind control techniques won’t work here. What did I tell you?”
“You’ve told me nothing!” Leone said, which surprises Fuego. “The opponent you're thinking of is the old Leone, not this one. Someone like you is no match for the new me!”
“Grrr!”
“Only one pony in the entire world can challenge me!” Leone added.
“What? Who?” Fuego asked.
Leone then abruptly turns around and looks up to the stands, where Andromeda is. “Andromeda!”
“Huh?”
“You and you alone!” Leone added, which makes Andromeda gasp in shock as every is now staring at her.
“Le-Leone!” The Masked Bull tried to say.
“In order to defeat you, I have world without rest for weeks to keep on improving my skills,” Leone continued. “What should I do to win against you? What do I need to finally beat you? I’ve found it. I’ve found those answers.”
“What?” Andromeda asked.
“Pay attention!” Fuego suddenly said. “You have to get by me first!” Fuego added as he charges at Leone. Suddenly, Leone stops him with one hoof and pushes him back.
“How did Leone get so much strength in such a short time!?” A surprised Bismarck asked.
“Ha! I’m virtually undefeatable now!” Leone said, which makes Firestorm gasp when he sees a familiarity.
I know that feeling, Firestorm thought. I felt the same drive and desire to win. A refusal to lose and it nearly destroyed me. If we end up having to face Wild Fang, what then?
“Not done yet!” Leone suddenly said as he teleports himself up high into the air.
“What now!?”
“Why did he teleport himself up there?” Sagittario and Andromeda both asked.
“Watch closely now, Andromeda. Watch and witness the lions new fangs!” Leone said as he creates a tornado that's facing downwards, towards the stadium, which shocks everyone.
“What is that!?” Fuego asked seconds before the tornado hits the ground.
“The tornado is facing downwards!” The shocked Andromeda said as Leone drops down the tornado he created and hits Fuego, sending him flying out of the stadium and into a concession stand above the stands.
“Holy Cinco de Mayo!” The stunned DJ said. “Even Fuego has been defeated. Just as the oddball bull predicted, Wild Fang has continued its run of victories with two wins in a row! With Leone’s easy victory, they’ve move passed the second round.”
“He totally smoked that guy,” an impressed Sagittario said.
“You’re awesome, Lelo-Lo!” Yu cheered.
“That’s my Leone! Yeah, baby!” The crying Masked Bull said as he squeezes Nge even tighter.
“This is only the beginning,” Leone said, which surprises everyone. “What you’ve seen here today was nothing at all! Hear me, Andromeda! I’m holding back my true strength for when I duel you!”
“Ha! I look forward to it! I’ll be ready for your challenge, Leone!” Andromeda said, making Leone smile.
==================================================================

Back in Equestria, everyone in the stadium is celebrating Leone’s victory. “That was awesome!” Peach Cobbler said.
“It truly was impressive,” Luna added.
“There you have it, folks!” DJ Pon-3 said to the audience. “Star Swirl’s next opponent has been decided. The sure to be amazing third round duel will be Star Swirl verses Wild Fang. The fateful stage for this showdown is right here in Equestria!”
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It’s morning in the Crystal Empire, and Shining Armor and Princess Cadence have just woken up, ready for a new day. “I wonder whats going on the world championships?” Cadence asked as she turns on the TV.
Soon, DJ Pon-3 appears on the screen. “Thanks for tuning in!” She said. “Bringing you the most up to date coverage, this is a World Duel Championships News. In the Wold Duel Championships X, this is the latest. In A-Block, Equestria’s representatives, Team Star Swirl, have blasted away China’s representatives, Wang Hu Zhong, and Russia’s representatives, Lovushka. Not bad, not bad at all. Which means that these talented ponies now move on to the third round. That’s great news since they’ve come home to do it! That’s right! The world championships have finally come to Equestria! Their opponents are the African representatives, hailing from the country of Savanna, its Team Wild Fang! This team is an elite force made up of duelist selected from all over the world, and they’re led by the always mysterious Leone. As you all know, Leone originally challenged Andromeda Sparkle, the leader of Team Star Swirl, to a duel a few days before the Equestrian qualifying rounds began. This is yet another story of the rivalry between these two great unicorns, Andromeda and Leone. With Equestria as the stage, could the showdown between these two talented ponies be more exciting? I think not! Bring it on!”
“Sagittario…Sagittario is home!” A happy Cadence said.
“We better go down to Canterlot to see him and the others now!” Shining Armor said as the two leave.
==================================================================

A couple of hours later, Shining Armor and Cadence have just entered the streets of Canterlot, when Twilight and her family, friends and her friends’ families, along with Spitfire, Soarin, and Blaze, meet up with them. “Twily!” Shining Armor said when he sees his little sister and his nephew.
“Uncle Armor! Aunt Cadence!” Orion said as he gives the two a hug. “What are we waiting for?” Orion asked as he quickly runs toward the Canterlot airport.
“Still full of energy,” Cadence said as everyone else follows the young unicorn.
“Ah can’t wait to see Bismarck again!” A happy Bucky said out loud. “Ah wonder how much he and the others changed?”
“One way to find out,” Peach said as the get close to the airport.
“Yeah!” Blaze added as the four foals begins a race.
“Don’t they ever slow down?” Cadence asked as she and the others do their best to keep up.
“I’m afraid not,” Fluttershy said, when Orion smiles when he sees a few familiar faces.
“Guys!” Orion called out as he sees Team Star Swirl cross a bridge, getting their attention.
“Hey, Oreo! Peachy! Bucky! Blaze!” A happy Yu said as he runs down and hugs the four foals who are close to his age, while everyone else catches up.
“Welcome home,” Applejack said as she gives her son a big hug, along with Spitfire and Soarin for Firestorm, Twilight for Andromeda, Rainbow for Tempest, and Shining Armor and Cadence for Sagittario. Andromeda then rubs her brother's head.
“How have you been, bro?” Andromeda asked.
“Andi … welcome home!” Orion suddenly said as he jumps up and hugs Andromeda, unintentional making her lose her footing and the two tumble-down into the river. But the two are okay as they get up and begin laughing, putting a much-needed smile on Twilight’s face. “Welcome home, sis.”
“That’s right,” Andromeda said. “I’m home.”
==================================================================

Later, at Doughnut Joe’s, everyone is talking and caching up. “Of course we were watching your matches!” Orion said to them, making Star Swirl laugh a little. “In the duels with the Chinese team and the Russian team, everyone was totally amazing!”
“Naturally,” Sagittario said. “My moves were super cool. You have to agree, right?”
“Yeah,” Cherry said. “Like in the duel with Chao Xin, and … then there was the one with Chao Xin. And your Chao Xin duel.”
“Well, except for Bis-Biz, everyone, especially Sagittono, has only been in one match. That's the same as me, the sub,” Yu teasingly said.
“That’s because Sagittario got himself lost in the Russian wilderness,” Andromeda said.
“I told you not to mention that,” an embarrassed Sagittario said.
“The important thing is that you wear all able to make it back here without losing,” Twilight said.
“Now its time for the third round. We’re so excited for it!” Peach added.
“Yeah,” Andromeda said. “Its time to meet him face to face,” Andromeda added, remembering what Leone said to her before.
==================================================================

“Listen well. There’s only one pony in the world I want to defeat: it’s you, Andromeda! You alone.” Leone said as he points a hoof at Andromeda.
==================================================================

“He feels so strongly about this, then I will take him on just like all the others,” Andromeda said.
“Andromeda,” a surprise Twilight said.
“No fair!” Sagittario suddenly said. “I want to duel Leone too.”
“Sagittario!”
“Its simple, he’s their team leader, isn’t that right?” Sagittario asked. “In that case, I, the number 1 duelist, should be his opponent.”
“No!” Andromeda firmly said. “I am Leone’s opponent. And that’s final.”
“Why? It makes no sense,” Sagittario said.
“Of course it does,” Orion said. “After all, Leone even turned down his spot as one of Equestria’s representatives so he could duel Andromeda.”
“He worked through an unbelievably tough selection process just to get here,” Radiance added.
“There’s only one of us who can deal with Leone’s anger, and that’s Andromeda,”
“Yeah. Give your head a shake, Sagittono,” Yu added.
“You’re all ganging up on me,” Sagittario said, having been taken aback by their response.
“Sagittario, I’m sorry. This is something I won't give up,” Andromeda said to her cousin, who just pouts.
==================================================================

Later that day, at Canterlot’s main stadium. Team Star Swirl and Team Wild Fang are attending a press conference. “How’s it going?” DJ Pon-3 asked the reporters, while Twilight and everyone else watch from a corridor on Team Star Swirls side. “We will now begin the press conference for that upcoming duel between Team Star Swirl and Team Wild Fang.”
“I’ve been thinking,” Twilight whispered to the others. “Its probably rare to see somepony like Leone at a thing like this.”
“He’s probably doing everything he can to keep his focus on his match with Andi,” Cherry said.
“But I think the bigger question is,” Orion began to say. “How long can our pal will keep wearing that goofy costume? We all know its Taurus,” Orion said, referring to the Masked Bull, who's sitting at the far end of the table, looking very nervous.
“I guess we just watch and wait,” Peach said as she, Orion, Bucky and Blaze all wave at the Masked Bull.
The Masked Bull, seeing this, waves back. “Hi. Huh! I don’t know you!” He said as he slams his head down onto the table. Oh, no! I should’t have waved to them. B-b-b-b-b-b-bull! I’ll blow my cover. I’m not Taurus anymore. I’m Masked Bull. He thought as he looks back over two them, them still waving and yet laughing nervously. “I’m a mystery bull!”
“Okay, before mystery bull explodes, are there any questions out there for Team Wild Fang?” DJ Pon-3 asked the reporters.
“Uh, Leone, is it true that you refused a spot as one of Equestria’s representatives and joined the team from the country of Savanna just for a chance to duel with Andromeda?” One reporter asked.
“That is not important at all,” Leone replied.
“Huh? But I…” the reporter tried to say as Leone gets up.
“Just grab a ticket and come watch us duel!” Leone added. “Andromeda, you better be ready!”
“No problem!” Andromeda said as she gets up. “I was born ready.”
“So, is it on?” A reporter asked.
“Yes, it is. Andromeda verses Leone is going down!” DJ Pon-3 answered. “The ultimate showdown between unicorn duelist is a go. You heard it here first. Get the news out to your viewers, readers, kids, dogs, cats, and canaries. Tell the world!”
“This’ll be todays top news!” A reporter said as the paparazzi begin taking photos.
“No big surprise there that they’re getting the most attention,” Yu said to the other members of Star Swirl.
“It's only natural,” Firestorm added.
“Leone! The time has finally arrived,” the Masked Bull said as he gets up. “I’m just so happy for you!” He added as he begins to cry a river.
“The showdown we’ve all been dreaming about is a reality, and Taurus is weeping like a baby bull,” DJ Pon-3 said.
“Taurus? I don’t know any Taurus. I am Masked Bull!” Taurus said when he heard what Pon-3 said, while Orion, Bucky, Peach and Blaze just chuckle sheepishly.
“All that really matters is that the clash between these two great rivals will be a famous duel that goes down in history!” Pon-3 added.
“Who doe she think she is, saying that this duel will go down in history?” Sagittario suddenly asked as he gets up.
“Oh, this is bound to be so embarrassing,” Cadence said under her breath.
“Listen up, pal!” Sagittario said to Pon-3. “If it's a famous duel you want, then you're forgetting the name of one very important pony here.”
“And who would that be?”
“Me! That’s who!” Sagittario answered, while his parents hang their heads low. “I don’t have much of a choice, so I’ll let Andromeda take the duel with Leone. But I will show you an awesome duel to, really awesome. Hear me? I, the number 1 duelist, the amazing Sagittario, will make Andromeda and Leone’s duel look like a kids game of marbles. My opponent will be you! I challenge you, Nile!” Sagittario said as he points at Nile.
“Ha! You sure do make a lot of noise for a little guy,” Nile calmly said.
“Who are you calling little?! I’m big enough for you!” Sagittario said, when Nile suddenly puts his staff in Sagittario’s face, shutting him up.
“I don’t think so,” Nile said as he gets up. “I will teach you what a duel really means. Take a good look at my Sun Staff of Horus.”
“Ha! Big whoop!” Sagittario replied. “I think I’ll teach you something else, something about my incredible strength!”
“Oh, baby! Things are really heating up,” DJ Pon-3 said. “We now have a match between Sagittario and Nile, too.”
“Are you guys okay with this?” Yu asked Tempest, Firestorm and Bismarck while the reports all begin taking pictures again. “They just decided the pairings without even asking you three.”
“We’re okay with this,” Tempest said.
“Tomorrow’s gonna be awesome! How can anyone sleep tonight?” Pon-3 asked.
==================================================================

Later at Canterlot’s Royal Guard Training Center … “All right, dad. I got to practice to kick some Savanna flank tomorrow,” Sagittario said.
“Then lets get started,” Shining Armor said as he levitates two dummies. “You still need to work on your swordsmanship, so conjure one up.”
“Got it,” Sagittario said as he makes a sword appear. He charges, but the two dummies avoid each slash he does.
“You still have to hone your technique,” Shining Armor said. “You need to stay forced to maintain inner peace while enduring stressful challenges, such as balancing upside-down on a post in the midst of a storm, or in a duel,” he added as Sagittario tries to cut open the dummies over and over again.
“I am at peace!” Sagittario shouted as he throws his sword at one of the dummies, piercing it, making the sand in it fall out.
“Doesn’t look like it,” Shining Armor said as he pulls out the blade with his magic and levitates it back to Sagittario.
“Oh! I’m so looking forward to tomorrow!” A pumped Peach said as they all watch father and son train. “Seeing you guys duel is just the best!”
“Don’t get too excited, sis,” Flora said.
“Right,” Andromeda said. “After all, Sagittario is facing that Nile guy. Remember what he did in the duel with Mexicolt’s team?”
“Yeah,” Tempest said. “Do you think that his staff is like Julien’s sword?”
“Maybe,” Twilight said as she thinks hard. “I know I head the name ‘Hours’ somewhere before, but where?”
“Has anyone seen Firestorm?” Yu asked.
“I’m sure he’s off somewhere collecting his thoughts,” Radiance said.
==================================================================

Later, Sagittario and the others are taking a breather, discussing what Sagittario should do for tomorrow… At least thats the idea. “You got to be on the tips of your hoofs,” Yu said to Sagittario. “That Nile guy sure is mysterious.”
“That’s true,” Andromeda added. “Remember what he did the duel with Mexicolt’s team? The fight was over so quickly that there wasn’t any time to analyze his abilities.”
“Sagittario, don’t let your guard down,” Shining Armor said to his son. “Your opponent has never been defeated.”
“That’s great,” Sagittario said. “Because it means that the first guy to smash the undefeated record of Nile will be me. I’ll break through with Flash of Lightning. I’ll take the lead over Andromeda in the blink of an eye.”
“Did you say ‘over Andromeda’?” Orion asked while some of the others, specifically Yu, look on, stunned.
“Who exactly do you think you're fighting, Sagittario?” Twilight asked her nephew.
“Look, only one thing matters!” Sagittario said as he jumps up to his hoofs. “I’ll show you all that I’m the number 1 duelist.”
==================================================================

Elsewhere in Canterlot, Firestorm and Blaze are watching the sunset on a clue above the palace. “Andromeda and Leone, Sagittario and Nile, duels between truly powerful duelist can go either way.” Firestorm said.
“Yeah. If the duel gets complicated, then you could have to fight. But…” Blaze said, remembering what happened to her older brother the last time he dueled. “If that darkness happens again while you fight, it might decide whether the team wins or loses.”
“Thats why I want you there,” Firestorm said to his little sister. “I’m counting on you to bring me back if that happens. Please, for this one time, watch over me.”
“I will, big bro,” Blaze said as the two fly home.
==================================================================

Later that night, at the hotel Team Wild Fang are staying in, Leone is getting some sleep, Savanna is making some food while Taurus is eating it, Nitestone is meditating on the floor, and Nile and Sahara are on the balcony, watching the full moon in the night sky. “Sagittario Armor, huh?” Nile asked.
“I like to see that loudmouth try to make you use your full strength, bro,” Sahara said.
==================================================================
The next day at the arena, the stadium is packed. “It’s finally time,” Celestia said to her sister as the two watch from a royal booth.
“Yes. It’s been a long time coming.”
“Both teams have grown even stronger through the world championships, so there is no way of guessing on who is going to win this.”
“Yes, we can’t take our eyes off of the duel for even a moment.”
“Do your best, Star Swirl.”
“Welcome everyone to the World Duel Championships X!” DJ Pon-3 said to the audience. “The best in the world duel here. The third round of the A-Block begins now. As if you already didn’t know, the much-anticipated first duel will be between Sagittario and Nile!” She said as Nile and Leone do a hoof/fist bump before he leaves for the stadium.
“Nile,” Sahara said to her twin brother. “Go show the world that Celestia and Luna aren’t the only celestial siblings.”
“I will,” Nile said, while Sagittario walks out towards the stadium.
“Show ‘em who the boss is, Sagittario!” Andromeda said to her cousin.
“Yeah! Leave it to me!” Sagittario said.
“You can do it, Sagittario!” Orion cheered from the stands.
“You got to love a home game,” Sagittario said as he reaches the stadium. “Hearing the fans cheer for me just rocks.”
“Okay, time to find out if this guy can win the opening match and pass it on to Andromeda,” DJ Pon-3 said, which makes Sagittario extremely angry. “Everyone here is expecting a lot from Sagittario.”
“Hey!” Sagittario suddenly yelled at Pon-3. “What do you mean ‘opening match’!? I’m not just some added bonus included with Andromeda!”
“Try to focus, Sagittario!” Firestorm said.
“Take a deep breath,” Radiance added.
“Don’t hold back on me, okay pal?” Sagittario said to Nile. “I don’t want to win to easily, then no one would get excited about it.”
“You should try to keep your voice down,” Nile said to Sagittario.
“Why?”
“The more you talk big about yourself, the more embarrassed you’ll be when I beat you.” Nile answered.
“That’s it! Now I’ll show you what I’m made of, Nile!” Sagittario shouted.
“Sounds like they’re ready, so lets begin,” DJ Pon-3 said. “Ready!? Three … two … one … GO!” At the, Sagittario conjures up his sword and charges at Nile, who uses his staff to block the blade. “And they’re off! The first move is a head on collision of blade verses staff. Unbelievable,” she said as Sagittario makes the first move by backing off and heading right back in. He then begins to push Nile back with each slash of his sword, despite the fact that Nile is blocking each slash with his staff.
“Nile’s staff … is very unique. Mysterious, even,” Andromeda said as she begins the scan the staff. “For some reason, half of the staff is missing.” Nile than counters by smashing Sagittario back.
“Smack city! Nile counterattacks and Sagittario is pushed further and further back,” DJ Pon-3 said.
“Sagittario has got to pay attention to that staffs gem holder,” Andromeda said. “Not only is it sharp, it is also extremely durable, which makes it a deadly offensive weapon.”
“I’ll keep this up until you get a stadium out,” Nile said as he continues to push Sagittario back.
“I don’t think so! The real fight starts right now!” Sagittario said as he uses his sword to stop Nile’s swings, holding his ground. He then pushes Nile back and begins a relentless assault, pushing Nile to the edge of the stadium.
“Holy turntables!” DJ Pon-3 said. “This time, Sagittario delivers a powerful counterattack. Now will Nile be the one to lose without a stadium out?” She asked, when Nile’s smirks. Suddenly, right when Sagittario is about to push Nile out of the ring, he disappears in a flash of golden light, and reappears in the center of the ring behind Sagittario. “What!? What in the name of Celestia and Luna just happened?!”
“Yikes,” Nge, Savanna and Masked Bull all said.
“What just happened?” Yu asked.
“Amazing!” An astonished Andromeda said as she checks and rechecks her computers analyzed data again. “Nile’s staff is just like Julien’s sword! It allows him to use magic similar to unicorn magic!”
“That explains what happened in Mexicolt,” Firestorm said.
“Things sure are getting interesting,” a confident Sagittario said. “How do you like me now?”
“You do seem to have some power,” Nile responded.
“Come again!? What do you mean ‘some’?” Sagittario asked.
“Its just that, at that level, you cannot win against me and my Sun Staff of Hours.” Nile said as he shows his staff out for all to see. “Hours, the king of the sky who can see everything. The original king of Ancient Egypt, who both me and my sister are direct descendants of, having inherited his all mighty staff.”
“What is he talking about?” Cherry Pie asked.
“Forget that,” Applejack said. “Ah want to know where the hay Egypt is?” Applejack asked her alicorn friend, Twilight.
“They call it Nefertia now,” Twilight said.
“Oh, stop talking about someplace called ‘Egypt,’” a slightly confused and annoyed Sagittario said.
“Now you shall feel the power of the great desert!” Nile added.
“Bring it on, sand guy! Come at me anyway you like,” Sagittario arrogantly said.
“Take it easy, Sagittario.”
“Can you not take the bait so fast? For just once?” Tempest and Yu both said.
“Don’t bug me!” Sagittario said to them. “If my opponent makes me use 100%, then I’ll go even higher and defeat him with 120%! That's how the number 1 duelist fights his battles.”
“Ha! You're only number 1 at shooting your mouth off,” an annoyed Nile said.
“Spread your wings, Nile!” Sahara said from the booth.
“I intend to!” Nile said back as he aims his staff at Sagittario. Suddenly, blasts are shot from the staffs tip at Sagittario, who does his best to avoid them.
“Look out, Sagittario!” Both Shining Armor and Princess Cadence said, while DJ Pon-3 just gasps in complete shock.
“What are we seeing here!?” Pon-3 asked as Sagittario does his best to avoid the blasts.
“Its wind!” Andromeda suddenly said, getting her teammates attention. “I just can’t believe it! The magic gem at the staffs tip is firing air like blasts from a vulcan cannon.”
“That’s more like it!” Sagittario said as he continues to avoid the air blasts. “Thats the stuff that’ll get everyone talking. But something like that won't get to me. Not even for a second!” Sagittario said as he begins to run while he avoids all of the air blasts.
“How did he do that?”
“How was he able to dodge those blasts?” Taurus and Savanna both asked.
“Attaboy, Sagittario! Keep it up and charge right through!” Shining Armor cheered from the stands.
“You gave him your old crystal horseshoes, didn’t you?” Twilight asked him.
“I see now,” Nge suddenly said as he looks closely at Sagittario’s hoofs. “Because of the unique properties of the crystal horseshoes that he’s wearing, they give Sagittario an increase in stamina while, at the same time, they give him the spring in his step he needs to avoid Nile’s blasts.”
“You’re better then I thought,” Nile said as he ceases the vulcan blasts.
“Naturally,” Sagittario arrogantly said. “I’m the worlds strongest, number 1 duelist after all. Didn’t I mention that earlier?”
“Whatever,” Nile said. “I’m not yet using my full strength.”
“Say what?”
“They eye of Hours, the king of the sky, remains closed,” Nile said.
“Stop babbling like a monkey already!” An annoyed Sagittario shouted. “If you're the king of the sky, than I’m the prince of crystals. I’ll send you flying with the hardest of all horns!” Sagittario said as he charges at Nile.
“More like the hardest of all heads. But I wouldn’t count on it,” Nile said as a small silver glow appears in the gem, which makes both the gem and the metal of his staff begin glowing a dazzling gold.
“What!?” Tempest said when he and the others see this.
“There’s a smaller gem inside the gold one,” Andromeda said as she checks her computer. “When that gem begins to glow silver, it sends power outward to the rest of the staff and into Nile, making him far stronger.”
“Both me and my sister, being his direct descendants, posses the two pieces of the Staff of Hours, each one representing an eye,” Nile continued. “Hours, the king who possesses an eye of both the sun and the moon!”
“What!?” Both Celestia and Luna asked when Nile says this.
“Sorry, but I’m not exactly impressed by royalty, especially foreign ones,” Sagittario said as he speeds up with his attack.
“Now is the time for the king to descend to the earth,” Sahara said. “Do it, Nile!” She said as the glow from Nile’s staff intensifies. Nile, with a simple hit from his staff, and sends Sagittario flying back.
“No way!” A shocked Sagittario asked.
“Bouncing headbands!” DJ Pon-3 said when she sees this. “Nile blew Sagittario away with sheer power!”
“You’re right, Andromeda,” Firestorm said. “His power is now much stronger than before.”
“Stand your ground, Sagittario!” Both Shining Armor and Cadence said from the stands.
“Do you have the power to rise above this, Sagittario?” Nile asked the stunned unicorn. “If you’re gonna call yourself ‘number 1,’ then try to hit us back.”
“Us?”
“Even though this a one-on-one duel, when you fight with me you also fight with my sister, Sahara,” Nile said. “In other words, when you fight one of us…”
“You fight both of us,” Sahara finished.
“Whatever! And you call that nonsense ‘power’? That was a draft from an open door,” Sagittario retorted. “I’ll show you power!” He said as he charges at Nile again, but Nile just simply hits Sagittario with his staff and sends him back. “That’s not all!” Sagittario said as he charges at Nile yet again, but Nile just hits Sagittario with his staff and sends him back again. “One more time!” Sagittario said as he charges at Nile yet again, but Nile just hits Sagittario with his staff and sends him back … again. “Again!” Sagittario said as the process repeats. “It can’t … It can't be! Why isn’t this working at all?” Sagittario asked himself, completely in denial.
“It’s only natural,” Nile said. “Before the king of the sky, Hours, there’s no way moves like yours would work. Now do you feel ridiculous for calling yourself number 1?” Nile asked as he fires a magical blast at Sagittario, sending him flying to he edge of the stadium. He’s not even fully recovered as he runs back into the ring when, without mercy, Nile fires another blast at Sagittario.
“No way! Why? Why is this happening!?” Sagittario asked as he begins to doubt himself.
“I cannot believe Sagittario is so overmatched here,” Orion said as he and everyone else watches in shock.
“Looking good, Nile baby!” Taurus cheered as he squeezes Nge again, choking him.
“I’ve never seen Sagittono act like this,” a disbelieving Yu said.
“It's a shock to see Sagittario pushed so far into a corner,” Firestorm added.
“Hang in there, Sagittario!”
“Sagittario!” Radiance and Tempest both said as Nile continues to fire blast after blast of gold colors magic at Sagittario.
“No! No!” Sagittario said as he hits the ground. “What should I do? What should I do?”
“Don’t give up!” Andromeda suddenly said, getting Sagittario’s attention. “What happened to the epic duel you were gonna have? Weren't you gonna have a more amazing duel than me so you can stand out?”
“Andi…”
“The number 1 duelist doesn’t give up. That's not how he rolls!” Andromeda added.
“Number 1? She’s right,” Sagittario said as he slowly gets up. “Number 1. I have to be number 1! Like I said!”
“Sagittario!” His entire team said.
“I’m not quitting!” Sagittario said as he gets up and faces his teammates. “I haven’t lost yet. I’ll show you guys the most dramatic turnaround ever!”
“Yeah!” They all happily said as Sagittario turns around and charges at Nile at full speed.
“I have to focus all of my power into one point to break through that wall!” Sagittario said. “Crystal spell: Flash of Lightning!” He shouted as his sword begins to emit large amounts of lighting as he charges at Nile.
“Thats it!”
“Go for it, Sagittario!” Both Cadence and Shining Armor cheered.
“Not good!” The Masked Bull said. “Thats the spell that Sagittario used to defeat Yu’s Inferno Blast.”
“Not good enough,” Sahara said.
“Huh?”
“You get some points for making me use my full power,” Nile simply said. “However, that moment of joy shall be your last! Mystic Sun Zone!” Nile shouted as a circle of magic plates, all of them glowing gold, appears around him right as the tip of Sagittario’s blade was about to hit. When Sagittario’s blade does hit the barrier, a large amount of energy is generated, causing a shockwave. Suddenly, Sagittario’s blade brakes, which shocks both him and his team, along with his family. An explosion then happens, and Sagittario is sent flying out of the stadium. Everyone just stares at the sight in complete and total shock.
“It’s all over,” DJ Pon-3 sadly said. “The winner is Nile. The first match is taken by Team Wild Fang.”
“Yes, sir!”
“Well, done!” Taurus and Nge both said.
“I can’t believe this,” Cadence said as she, Shining Armor, Twilight, Flash and Orion all run down to the stadium.
“Sagittario actually lost!” A disbelieving Bismarck said as Team Star Swirl all run towards their friend.
“I lost,” A completely crushed Sagittario said. “My crystal spell was broken. Who’s number 1? After losing like that, how can I be number 1? I wanted to be the best and now I … I just have to be the best.” Sagittario cried as he mother and father reach him first.
“Sagittario!” They both said as the others arrive.
“Now do you understand?” Nile suddenly asked. “In the world championships, everyone is aiming for the top and putting all their heart and soul into it. Those who call themselves ‘number 1’ before it’s decided are doomed to fail from the start.”
“Grrr!” Escaped from Shining Armor and Cadence’s mouths before they turn to their son again.
“Sagittario,” a worried Andromeda said.
“So all we have to do now is win the next match,” Savanna said.
“The perfect stage has been set,” Taurus said. “Wouldn’t you say, Leone?” He asked as Leone looks at Andromeda, who just glares back at him.
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Suddenly, Sagittario’s blade brakes, which shocks both him and his team, along with his family. An explosion then happens, and Sagittario is sent flying out of the stadium. Everyone just stares at the sight in complete and total shock.
“It’s all over,” DJ Pon-3 sadly said. “The winner is Nile. The first match is taken by Team Wild Fang.”
“Yes, sir!”
“Well, done!” Taurus and Nge both said.
==================================================================

Up on the royal balcony, Celestia and Luna watch as the stadium is repaired. “What a strong duelist he is,” Luna said, referring to Nile. “I never even imagined that there was such a staff like his.”
“Indeed,” Celestia said as Sagittario mopes his way to his team’s room. “It just proves how much we really don’t know about the world. This is why I pay such close attention to the world championships; to see if there are other ponies in the world who have to potential to become alicorns like Twilight.”
“Right,” Luna said. “But do you think Team Star Swirl can win the next match?”
“We can only watch and find out.”
“Indeed,” Discord suddenly said as he drops in (literally), startling the two princesses.
==================================================================

In Star Swirls waiting room, Andromeda, Tempest, Firestorm, Yu, Bismarck and Radiance, accompanied by their friends and family, are all watching the groaning Sagittario with worry. “I’m sorry, everyone,” Sagittario finally said after a good minute.
“Hey, Sagittario, this thin’ isn’t over yet,” Bismarck pointed out. “All we have to do is win the next two matches.”
“Thats right, Sagittario,” Orion added. “You still have Andi, Tempest and the others left.”
“Of course, the opponent in the second match is Leone,” Firestorm pointed out. “He won't be easy to beat.”
“But we have Andromeda, remember?” Radiance said. “We’ll win for sure.”
“But there’s that move Lelo-Lo used in the Mexicolt duel,” Yu added.
“If Andromeda loses, Star Swirls run in the championships ends here,” Bucky added, which makes Sagittario slam his hoofs into the table he's sitting at.
“I know that!” Sagittario yelled. “You’ve got to win, Andi. You’ve got to! I don’t want — I don’t want it to end here. Not like this.”
“Sagittario, calm down,” Andromeda said in a reassuring voice. “Leave it to me. So stop beating yourself up about one little lose. It's not like you.”
“I was too weak out there,” Sagittario said. “I cant be number 1 doing like that. No way. I have to become number 1. I must be number 1. I must be number 1.”
“Sagittario,” both Shining Armor and Cadence said under their breath.
==================================================================

In Wild Fang’s room, Taurus is as happy as a bull who just got ride of his rider. “B-b-b-b-b-b-bull! You won! You won! You won big time. You kicked flank out there for Team Wild Fang!” The happy bull said to Nile, while Savanna, Sahara, Nitestone and Nge just look on. “You hit ‘em high! You hit ‘em low! I knew you were strong, pal, but I never thought you would actually beat Sagittario! You really are a force out there, for sure.”
“Do you ever stop talking?” Nile asked Taurus while Savanna, Nge and Sahara all sigh.
“And it just gets better!” Taurus said as he looks over to Leone, who’s sitting on a beach collecting his thoughts. “Next is Leone and Andromeda’s duel!” Suddenly, Taurus gasps when he realizes something. Whoa. This will be the first official duel Leone will have with Andromeda, and this time she has a new move that is really powerful. I better warn him. “Leone, my friend, now about the upcoming duel…”
“Be quiet!” Leone suddenly said, interrupting Taurus.
“Huh? But you have to know that-”
“Look, Taurus!” Leone suddenly said in a very serious tone. “You're harshing my mellow and I don’t like it.”
“But I — I!”
“I finally get to fight Andromeda in the state she should be in; as a true duelist,” Leone added. “The day I’ve been dreaming of for so long is finally at hand. Its gonna be a blast. Let’s do this!”
==================================================================

“Buckle up ‘cause the second match between Star Swirl and Wild Fang is about to get rolling!” DJ Pon-3 said to the pumped crowd while the two teams glare at each other. “Competing for the African representatives, Team Wild Fang, he of the howling wind and the raging tornado, its Leone!” She said as Leone walks out to the stadium. “And from the Equestrian representatives, Star Swirl, the mare who can easily rival her own mother when it comes to magical abilities, its Andromeda!” She added as Andromeda walks out to the stadium.
“We’re with you, Andi!” Orion cheered from the stands.
“Andrea, you're the mare!” Yu said, when Radiance notices that Sagittario is hanging his head low.
“Where is you head at, Sagittario?” Radiance asked, snapping the sapphire unicorn stallion out of it.
“Huh?” Sagittario nervously yelped.
“Your cousins duel is about to start!” Radiance added.
“Oh! Great!”
“Huh?” Yu said.
“I’m counting on you, Andromeda,” Sagittario said under his breath as Andromeda reaches the stadium.
“The time has come at last, Leone,” Andromeda said. “I hope you’re ready.”
“Humph! You can talk all you want, pal,” Leone said. “All I’ve got to say to you is that I’m gonna win and finally avenge my families pride.”
“I don’t think so. You’ll be walking out as the loser. But pride does seem to run in your family, huh, son of Trixie,” Andromeda said, which shocks Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie.
“Ha! So you finally figured it out, huh?” Leone asked the purple unicorn mare in front of him.
“Oh! A rocky meeting in the World Duel Championships X we have here,” DJ Pon-3 said as Twilight’s friends all gasp in shock.
“Wait! That unicorn is Trixie’s son!?” A stunned Applejack asked.
“I figured he was her son,” Twilight said to her shocked friends and confused family. “He definitely inherited her pride.”
“And her ability to cause trouble,” Rainbow added. “Remember what he did to Bismarck and Tempest?”
“Wasn’t Trixie some fraud you chased out from Ponyville?” Orion wondered out loud.
His comment made the alicorn scowl. “Remind me to have a talk with Uncle Spike the next time he visits,” she said, calming down. “That story was a bit more complicated … and she wasn’t exactly a fraud-”
“Didn’t she claim that she had vanquished an Ursa Major?” Orion interrupted.
“-Except for that part,” Twilight amended with a roll of eyes. “But she was a traveling magician; she was bound to exaggerate her abilities.”
“And the Alicorn Amulet…” Orion added.
His mother then shot him an annoyed look. “True, that’s another reason why she never became friends with us,” she admitted. “She apologized afterwards, and that’s what important. When she disappeared from the face of Equestria about thirty years ago, I was actually a bit worried. When Leone came into Ponyville a couple of weeks or so ago, I saw the similarities in them right away. I guess she went to one of the many African countries since Leone said he’s from Africa.”
“I’m not real sure how this fight will turn out,” Cadence said. “But I know one thing; this is gonna be a fight of total opposites.”
“Right,” Twilight said. “Andromeda has lived in a civilized life for all of her life, while Leone has lived in the wilds of Africa. Also Andromeda’s style mainly focuses on attacking while Leone’s focuses on defense. And least of all, Andromeda has a tamed personality while Leone has a wild personality. This could go either way.”
“Even though I’m sure you all already know them, let me introduce these two anyway,” DJ Pon-3 said. “On one side is Leone, who won but rejected a place for one of Equestria representatives, is here to show the world his power. And against him is Andromeda, the daughter of Princess Twilight Sparkle. She’s a world-class unicorn on the verge of elimination. She cannot afford to lose,” Pon-3 added as Leone and Andromeda get ready.
“Lets rock and roll, Leone!”
“Bring it, Andromeda!”
“The time for talk is over, boys and girls. Is everyone good to go?” DJ Pon-3 asked, while Leone and Andromeda charge a spell. “Ready!? Three … two … one … GO!” At that, both Andromeda and Leone fire magic blasts at each other with full strength. “They’re going full throttle at the very beginning! Neither one of them will give an inch!” She said as the blasts causes an explosion. Taking the chance, Leone takes center stage. “Andromeda and Leone size each other up, looking for the right time to make a move.”
Andromeda prepares another magical blast at Leone, but, without hesitation … “Lion Gale Force Wall!” Leone shouted as he creates his signature tornado around himself.
“Theres Leone’s tornado!” A worried Twilight said when she and the others see this.
“Leone is not fooling around. He’s using his signature spell right away,” DJ Pon-3 said.
“Ha! Now you're talking. Try this on, Leone!” Andromeda said as she fires. Much to the dismay of Team Wild Fang, especially Taurus, the magical blast easily breaks through Leone’s defense.
“AGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGH!!!!!!!!” Taurus cried out as the other members of Wild Fang all gasp in shock.
“How did she do that?” Orion asked.
“It must be because of her previous experience with Leone!” Twilight said
“Andromeda has just used sheer force to cut through Leone’s tornado!” Pon-3 said as Andromeda’s team cheers. Leone smiles as Andromeda fires more blasts at him, doing his best to avoid them.
“Le-Leone! Keep on fighting!” A worried Taurus shouted.
“Andromeda just won’t stop. It's an endless, raging attack,” Pon-3 said.
“Oh no!” Taurus screamed while Andromeda’s team continues to cheer for her.
“This is the first time I’ve seen Leone pushed back so far,” a shocked Nge said.
“He isn’t being pushed backed! He’s just taking things slowly, that’s all,” Taurus said.
“That’s not how it looks from here,” Nile suddenly said.
“Huh?”
“Leone is having some fun,” Sahara added.
“How’s that, Leone? I’ve improved a lot since we last dueled, huh?” Andromeda said as she stops for a moment. Suddenly, for no apparent reason, Leone begins laughing.
“I’m enjoying this! I’m enjoying it a lot, Andromeda,” Leone said after he stops laughing. “This is what a duel should be like.”
“Leone, what?”
“What? He’s laughing at a time like this?” A surprised Orion asked.
“Not good. He's way too calm.” Andromeda and Orion's father said.
“You two were totally right,” Taurus said to Nile and Sahara. “Leone really seems to be having fun out there.”
“In the African Area Preliminaries, we won every duel very easily,” Nile pointed out. “And in the first and second rounds, there were no opponents who called for Leone’s full strength.”
“Yes,” Savanna said as she smiles. “He can’t help but be happy. To finally duel a worthy opponent who can actually fight back.”
“Andromeda, dueling with you is the only reason I came all the way here,” Leone said. “So come on. Let’s see more of your improved skills and increased strength.”
“You got it!” Andromeda said as she fires another magical blasts, but Leone just creates a magic shield in a split second and stops it. “What now?” Andromeda asked as Leone smiles.
“It didn’t even budge!” A surprised Sagittario said, referring to Leone’s shield.
“That’s Leone’s power,” Radiance said. “His defensive power is like an iron walled fortress.”
Suddenly, Leone begins firing his own barrage of magical blasts at Andromeda. “But he doesn’t hesitate to attack with that power, either,” said Firestorm.
“Yeah, but that’s not because of his power,” Yu said. “Its more Lo-Lo’s personality, right?”
“But his magic, like all forms of magic, does have the power to respond to his will,” Tempest said.
“Please, don’t let me down, Andi,” Sagittario said under his breath.
“Keep it up! Keep up that pace, Leone!” Taurus cheered as he strangles Nge again, while the other member of Wild Fang just look on in a mix of emotions.
“You got to start wearing deodorant!” Nge managed to say. Suddenly, Andromeda turns the tables on Leone as she uses her magic to create a shield that redirects Leone’s attacks back at him, which shocks Wild Fang. Andromeda then fires a blast at Leone, sending him back.
“Oh, yeah! She can do it! Andromeda is definitely the stronger one when it comes to magic!” Sagittario said.
“If Andrea can keep that up, there’s no way she can lose!”
“Do it, Andi!” Tempest cheered. “Show us all the power you gained during the world championships!”
“This is it! Let’s go, Leone!” Andromeda said as she teleports herself high into the air.
“There she blows! Its Andromeda’s special attack!” DJ Pon-3 said as Wild Fang gasps while Star Swirl look up in excitement.
“Shooting Star Attack!” Andromeda shouted as a yellow magic glow surrounds her as she flies down towards Leone.
“Bad move, pal!” Leone suddenly said.
“What!?” Andromeda’s family all asked as they see Leone preparing another spell.
“True Lion Gale Force Wall!” Leone shouted as a green magic glow surrounds his entire body. Suddenly, a green glowing tornado appears around him right as Andromeda’s attack was about to hit. When it does hit, a large about of backlash is given off.
“That’s completely different from his usual Lion Gale Force Wall!” A worried Twilight said as Andromeda is forced to back off. She teleports herself to the ground as the tornado disappears.
“The Shooting Star Attack has been broken!” A completely shocked Tempest said as Radiance looks towards Andromeda’s computer for answers.
“What the hay just happened?” Radiance asked as she reviews the data. “Just look at this!”
“Huh?”
“That Lion Gale Force Wall was 158% more powerful than the old one!” Radiance said.
“What!?”
“That’s awesome, Leone!” Taurus cheered as he squeezes Nge.
“I’m not jus the king of beasts now, Andromeda,” Leone suddenly said. “I’m now the king of the tornado as well!”
“You tell ‘em, Leone old buddy!” Taurus cheered as he finally lets Nge go, who’s breathing heavily.
“This must be the result of his training in the Valley of Storms,” Nge said.
“Yes, it has to be,” Sahara said.
“Bull? What ‘Valley of Storms’?” Taurus asked.
“It happened in the good old day, before you joined us, Taurus,” Savanna said as she recounts the tale.
==================================================================

During the time of the African Area Preliminaries, Team Wild Fang is walking through the desert regions of the Zebralands, following Nge. The six of them are trekking through a sandstorm, with Sahara lagging behind. “Agh! What a terrible sandstorm!” Sahara said as she spits some sand out.
“So this is where you’re from?” Leone asked Nge.
“Yes,” Nge said. “If we go a little further we’ll see the valley. It’s called the Valley of Storms.” Nge said as the sandstorm finally dies down. “We’re here.” He said as he stops.
“This is the Valley of Storms?” Savanna asked when he and the others see nothing but a valley full of dust.
“There’s nothing here.” Nile said.
“This is a pretty lame valley, storm wise,” Leone said.
“That’s not true,” Nge said as he points ahead.
“I don’t see anything,” Nile said.
“Well, if we walk a little further, you will.” Nge said as he continues to walk, followed by Leone, Nile and Nitestone.
“Hey, wait up!” Savanna said as she and Sahara run to catch up. Suddenly, they all see five giant tornadoes about five-hundred feet away. “Whoa!”
“Five, huh? There are a lot today,” a surprised Nge said.
“That’s really amazing,” Nile said.
“Yes, it is,” Nge said, none of them noticing that Leone is walking to the five tornadoes. “There didn’t used to be so many. It’s really strange. The scientist who visit here say it's because of global warming, or CO2, or something like that.”
“Where are you going, Leone!?” Savanna suddenly asked when she sees Leone getting closer to the twisters.
“Hey. No! Don’t get too close!” Nge shouted.
“We can feel the power of those things just fine back here!” Nile added.
“Don’t be ridiculous,” Leone said. “Did you really think I came all the way here just to look at a tornado?”
“Please, Leone!”
“What the hell is he doing!?” Savanna asked.
“I came here to master the tornado!” Leone said as he approaches one of the tornadoes, already feeling that it's at least a hundred times more powerful than his King Lion Tearing Blast. “So this is a real tornado,” Leone said, when he is suddenly pulled into the tornado.
“Leone!” Savanna, Nge, Nile and Sahara all screamed.
“I got to tear it apart, now!” They heard Leone said as they see a green glow inside the tornado, which begins to dissipate. Suddenly, it disperse, creating a huge gust of wind that pushes them back slightly. Looking to where the tornados was, Nitestone, Savanna, Nge, Nile and Sahara all see a shaken Leone getting back up. “Agh! Next one!” He said as he runs towards the next tornado.
“Stop this, Leone!” Savanna creed out.
“If you keep this up, you’re gonna get yourself killed!” Nge added.
“I will master the tornado!” Leone said as he approaches two more tornadoes.
“No, Leone!” Savanna, Nge, Nile and Sahara all screamed as the two tornadoes Leone is heading towards suddenly merge, as another tornado appears behind it.
“How does it work?” Leone asked himself as he stops 50 feet in front of the tornado. “Wait. I get it now!” He said as he fires another spell at the tornado.
==================================================================

“He — He did that!?” Taurus asked. “B-b-b-b-b-b-bull! That’s my Leone! Yeah, baby!”
“Whats wrong there, Andromeda?Is that all you’ve got?” Leone asked, making Andromeda growl as Leone fires more magical blasts at her.
“Check it out, the roles have been reversed!” Pon-3 said. “Leone delivers an endless attack.”
“Get away, Andi!” Tempest cried out as Andromeda teleports to the other side of the stadium.
“You won’t get away from this!” Leone said as he charges another spell. “True Lion Wild Wind Fang Dance!” He shouted as two tornados suddenly appear and begin circling each other. Andromeda runs, but the True Lion Wild Wind Fang Dance catches up to her and she is thrown to the edge of the stadium.
“Andromeda barely avoids any injury from that double tornado,” Pon-3 said as the True Lion Wild Wind Fang Dance dissipates. “Leone is incredibly strong. Or, to be more precise, he has become even stronger.”
He is strong. Even stronger than when I fought him last. Firestorm thought. Suddenly, an incredible pain appears in his chest. He grabs his chest with a hoof as he tries to balance himself.
“Firestorm!” Yu said when he notices this. “What is it? Are you okay?”
“Yes, its nothing,” Firestorm lied. “You can do it, Andromeda!”
“Firestorm…”
“True King Lion Tearing Blast!” Leone shouted as he creates 5 tornadoes which quickly move towards Andromeda. They all viciously barrage her by knocking her around like a pinball. She eventually teleports herself away from the five tornadoes, which soon dissipate.
“Leone’s attacks are obviously quick, sever, and sharp,” said Pon-3. “Somehow, though, Andromeda has survived them, but she as used up a lot of energy.”
“Well, done! That’s the way! Don’t let her off the hook!” Taurus cheered as he squeezes Nge again, while Savanna, Nile, Sahara and Nitestone all smile.
“Just take a shower! Please!” Nge managed to say.
“There’s a lot more where that came from!” Leone said to Andromeda as he smiles.
“So I see,” Andromeda said, when she gasps. He’s planning to unleash that move he used in the Mexicolt duel! “Leone! You can try but I won’t be so easy to take down!”
“This is it, Andromeda!” Leone said. “Let’s settle things, shall we?”
“No problem! Let’s see what you got, Leone!” Andromeda said, which worries her team while Wild Fang just smiles.
“They’re warriors!” Rarity said.
“They truly are destined rivals!” Shining Armor said as Leone teleports himself high above Andromeda.
“There it is!” DJ Pon-3 said. “Leone’s new roar is about to be heard as the king of beasts levitates himself in the air.
“Then I’ll just go higher!” Andromeda said as she teleports herself about 50 feet above Leone.
“Look! Andromeda is now higher than Leone. Perhaps in the skies, the more experienced Andromeda will have the advantaged.”
“Top that, Leone!” Andromeda taunted.
“If you think that surprised me, then think again!” Leone retorted.
“Huh?”
“Ha! True Lion Gale Force Wall!” Leone said as he creates a tornado in the air.
“He used his Lion Gale Force Wall in mid-air!” A surprised Sagittario said.
“What is that guy planning?” Rainbow asked, only to get her answer when Leone begins to climb the tornado and shoots himself up 100 feet about Andromeda.
“Whoa!”
“Leone has risen even higher than Andromeda, now! He used the tornado to climb higher than Andromeda!” Pon-3 said as Leone stops himself.
“Uh oh!” Andromeda said when she sees Leone preparing a spell.
“Uh oh is right! King Lion Reverse Wind Strike!” Leone shouted as he fires a tornado downwards at Andromeda, who is sent tumbling back to the stadium, with the tornado following close behind.
“Andromeda!” Team Star Swirl, Twilight, Orion and everyone else screamed.
“You’re the unicorn, Leone!” Taurus cheered as he loosens his grip on Nge, who smiles at both his release and Leone’s strike against Andromeda.
“Enjoy that?” Leone asked at the top of the upside down tornado.
“I’ve seen worst!”
“Huh?”
“Andromeda is still able to stand!” Pon-3 said when they see Andromeda is still able to stand inside the tornado.
“That won’t work!” Leone said. “The true power of the Reverse Wind Strike begins now!” Leone said as Andromeda slowly losses her footing.
“What kind of spell is this?” A worried Tempest asked as Radiance checks Andromeda’s computer.
“What the…? No way!” Radiance suddenly said. “This is a backspin.”
“Huh?”
“The combination of the backwards wind and its sheer force is enough to disorient anyone! That’s what Leone is up to!” Radiance said.
“Run for it, Andi!” Tempest shouted.
“I won’t let you escape!” Leone said as he begins to slowly fall down, preparing to deliver the final strike.
“If Andromeda can’t escape, she’s toast!” A worried Twilight said as she watches in horror.
“Awesome!” Nile, Sahara and Nge all said.
“So this is the special attack Leone figured out in the Valley of Storms!” An amazed Savanna said.
“Ha-ha-ha! That is just so impressive, Leone!” Taurus cried.
“You’re doomed, Andromeda!” Leone said. “This time, me and my family will win!”
“What incredible power!” Andromeda managed to say as she is pummeled by the tornado.
“Don’t give up, Andromeda!” Tempest and Bismarck both said.
“Fight Andrea!”
“Come on, Andromeda!” Sagittario added. “If you lose here, then we’re all finished for good! Please, don’t let our world championship run end here. Not yet!”
“Agh! That’s right!” Andromeda said, having heard her cousins plead. “I can’t let it be over yet. For everyone’s sake!” She screamed as a yellow aura surrounds her, while Leone growls as he begins to give off a green aura. “I won’t quit yet!”
“Grrr! Andromeda! It's over! I’m ending this right now!” Leone shouted.
“I won’t let it end here! That’s not gonna happen!” Andromeda shouted back as Leone drops down the tornado. However, when their two burning warriors spirits meet, a full power explosion happens, blinding everyone in the arena with a yellow and green light.
When the light finally stops and the smoke clears, everyone is in for a shock. “Guys, look!” Orion said, having been the first to see after the explosion. When everyone else sees what happen, they all gasp; both Andromeda and Leone are on the ground, the two having collapse. Andromeda seems to be in the better shape. She’s lying on her back, the scrunchie that was holding her ponytail haven shredded as scratches cover her body, some of them bleeding. Leone, on the other hoof, is lying on his side, with a deep cut in his left arm while there are cuts and scrapes on his body.
“Unbelievable! Both Leone and Andromeda have collapse!” A disbelieving Pon-3 said, when she notices that the two are starting to move. “Wait. They’re getting up!” She said as the two scream due to the pain and agony.
“Andromeda!”
“Leone!”
“Here I come, Leone!” Andromeda managed to say as she begins to slowly walk towards Leone.
“Agh! Bring it! The real showdown starts now!” Leone said as he, too, slowly gets up. The two scream from the pain as everyone holds their breath, waiting to see why happens. Unfortunately, they don’t have to wait long as Leone and Andromeda, due to the pain and wounds to their bodies, suddenly stop screaming as they collapse, making everyone gasp in shock.
“Le-Leone!” Cried Taurus.
“An-Andromeda,” a disbelieving Tempest managed to say. “ANDROMEDAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!”
“LEOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONE!”
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