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		Description

Rarity is dead, Twilight is dying. Applejack in need, Fluttershy crying. Pinkie Pie is trapped. They are all in need of me. Rainbow Dash. But I am not as strong as I let on. I must help though. 
I must save my friends.
(Note: There are more characters than those listed, because I couldn't fit them all...)
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		Prologue 



	The small pebbles on the dusty road crushed under the hooves of the six wielders of the elements of Harmony. This quest had forced the ponies to bring their elements. Celestia had insisted upon it. 
The burning sun shone overhead, making everypony sweat. It was so hot, you could almost see the heat by gazing ahead. Even Pinkie Pie remained silent, she had stopped bouncing 5 hours ago, for her legs were getting rather tired after 2 days of endless "bouncing". Celestia had told them not to take train, in case the dark magic flipped it or did something unpredictable. 
"Can we take a break?" Rarity moaned,"My hooves hurt!"
"No," Twilight said," Princess Celestia said it was imperative that we get there by this afternoon!"
"Do we even know where we are going?" Rainbow Dash sighed, remembering Celestia just telling them the general direction of the dark magic source. "She said Eastern Equestria! That could be anywhere EAST!"
"Guys," Fluttershy whispered,"I see a creepy cave..." Nopony paid her any mind, everypony was too tired to even care. "Um...Guys."
"Oh look there it is! The cave!" Applejack smiled,"Finally! No more walking!"
"Great job Applejack! Good Eye! Now we can rest" Twilight stated, obviously happy for any excuse to welcome the break."Oh! Is there something you needed Fluttershy?"
Fluttershy shook her head,"Nothing." Everypony pulled out a blanket from their saddle bags and lie it in the grass, just outside the mouth of the cave. Rarity feel fast asleep, her belly contracting and inflating with each breath. Rainbow Dash did some wing stretches, while Twilight went over their mission plan. Fluttershy was taking a light nap, and Pinkie Pie was working with Applejack to make food and refreshments for everypony with the little food they brought. 
Rainbow Dash lie on a cloud, yawning,"This mission doesn't seem very dangerous. It's more like a field trip actually. Nothing I can't handle."
Twilight tolled her eyes, knowing this was just an act to make her look cooler than everypony else. Twilight looked up at the sky, where clouds were spread out like lost sheep. Celestia's last minute meeting had ruined today's to-do list. Today she was going to rearrange the library. The only thing she could do without throwing off the schedule for the rest of the month was to get Spike to do it, which she was very reluctant to do, but it was her only choice.
Rainbow Dash's ears perked up. She thought she had heard a noise. Like thunder, which was impossible, since it was so nice outside. Rainbow surveyed the area, quite confused. She just shook her head, thinking her mind was playing tricks on her. She looked down upon her other pony friends, to see their confused expressions.
"Um... Guys? Did you hear something?" Rainbow Dash asked worriedly.
"You certainly did." Said a familiar voice, in a very evil tone. 
"Who's there?" Twilight asked, trying to sound brave. Fluttershy hid behind a bush with Rarity. Applejack and Pinky picked up some frying pans to use as weapons. 
A giant red and navy blue tornado whipped up a storm as thunder and lightning cracked around it. The strange thing was the storm was only in one spot in this peaceful environment. The tornado kept swirling round and round, with no signs of stopping. Fluttershy shivered underneath the bush, as Rarity shielded her. The tornado was swirling so fast, it was threatening to tug ever pony of the ground. Their manes where standing up from all the electricity. Fluttershy and Rarity's eyes where squeezed shut, as they clung to 
"Show yourself dark magic!" Twilight yelled as the tornado spun faster.
"As you wish." said a familiar voice. The tornado came to a halt and two ponies appeared, none other than Sunset Shimmer and Trixie. They stood there grinning, as the navy blue magic swirled around them. The thunder stopped, and Lightning Dust deseded from the sky to stand with the other two.
"What?" Twilight gasped,"What are you ponies doing here? What is the meaning of this? A prank?"
Sunset Shimmer laughed," Oh, this is much more than a prank. This is revenge. For everything you ponies have done to ruin our lives!" The magic whipped stronger, as her voice stirred with pure anger.
"You stole our lives from us," Lightning Dust cried out in the horrified Rainbow Dash's direction,"Now its our turn to take yours!" With that the magic storm swirled up into the sky, becoming a pitch black storm cloud, the nastiest one could ever imagine and slashed out at the helpless Fluttershy. The magic storm burned the bush to ashes, reveling the petrified Fluttershy.
"Now we take one of your worthless friends!" Trixie laughed,"Now I may say goodbye to all my humiliation."
Time seemed to slow down as a dark lightning bolt lashed out at Fluttershy, who was so terrified she couldn't move. Rarity cried out, and jumped up, the Lightning bolt hitting her square in the stomach. She flew back, her body frail and limp. Then there was the horrifying moment when before she hit the ground, her body was ashes. Her element of Harmony clinked to the ground. 
Everypony was dead silent. Nopony moved. Nopony spoke. Nopony breathed. Tears welled up in Fluttershy's eyes, and she burst into tears. A huge grin came across the three enemies faces.
"What have you done?" Applejack cried out.
"Our magic is more powerful than we thought." Sunset Shimmer laughed,"Now you cannot defeat us with the Elements of Harmony! You are all powerless!"
Fluttershy's face seemed to darken,"What did you do to Rarity."
Fluttershy got no answer.
"I said," Fluttershy whispered,"WHAT DID YOU DO TO RARITY?" 
Pinky Pie trotted over to Fluttershy,"She's gone... They killed her." 
Trixie laughed,"I would pay anything to see the look on Celestia's face when she finds out." Applejack and Pinky Pie nodded at each other. Then, they galloped as fast as they could to the three villains.
"YOU FOOLS!" Sunset Shimmer yelled, casting a spell on them. The two brave ones were frozen in time. They just stood there helpless. "Anypony else?"
Rainbow Dash didn't know what to do. She always claimed that she was brave, but on the inside, she was just a normal pony, longing for a strong reputation. She had to do something. But what could she do without them using their evil magic to do something terrible. Was her fate the same as Rarity's?
She had to do something.
"Now for you Twilight Sparkle," Sunset Shimmer started, the look on her face saying she's been waiting for this moment. "A very special spell for you." Sunset Shimmer took control of the dark cloud through unicorn magic, and sent a blast of it to Twilight. The magic hit her, but all that happened was Twilight became a very dark purple, almost black.
"What have you done?" Twilight croaked. Pain flew through her body. She felt very sick, poisoned. She wheezed, and threw up. She collapsed onto the ground from all the pain. All three of the evil villains looked down onto Twilight's misery. Now is the time. Rainbow thought. 
Rainbow Dash flew down using all of the speed she had. She scooped up Rarity's Element, and threw it into her saddle bag. Then, in a flash of rainbow, she flew by AJ and Pinky pulling of their Elements and throwing them into a her bag. She pulled of Twilight's, and flew by a stunned Fluttershy, who simply handed her The Element of Kindness. Rainbow Dash didn't know why she needed the elements, but she knew she didn't want Lightnign Dust and her gang to have them.
"You can fly away, but you cannot hide Rainbow Dash!" Lightning Dust yelled after her, as Rainbow Dash  created a Sonic Rainboom at her great speed.
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		Chapter 1, Returning to Ponyville



	Rainbow Dash's Point of View 
I launched across the sky at top speed, tears streaming from her eyes. My new reputation that would arise from this was the least of my worries. The scene of Rarity's death is playing in my brain over and over again. It was really scaring me. I I can feel my heart  thumping in my chest, and its taking  every ounce of the energy in me to stay in the sky and not faint from hunger, thirst, devastation, and fear. Fear that they would find me. Fear that they would do to me what they did to Rarity, or even worse, what they did to Twilight. It is better to instantly die than to have a slow painful death...

I can't see a thing. I can barely breath. The tears covered my eyes, and her top speed only increased my hunger and thirst. I may be a top athlete, but everypony has their limits.I slowly descended to the ground, almost absolute that those other ponies didn't follow me. This is all my fault I'm the one who Lightning Dust hates so much. Why couldn't she just kill me? My eyes filled with more tears,and her  stomach bounced up and down. I used my hoof to wipe away the ongoing cascade of tears when I answered her own question.
I am a coward. 
That terrifying statement stood out in my mind. I am the Element of Loyalty. I can't leave my friends. I just can't. I have to get help. I have to save my friends. But how? I have to get back to Ponyville and muster up a group to help me. I can't do this one my own. Resting time was over. I had no time to lose.
By sundown I was in Ponyville. I could scarcely breathe much less talk. I was famished, dehydrated, and needed a rest. I flew to a nearby pond and drank the water, not caring about its horrible taste and smells. Scootaloo ran by and put a bucket of water in front of me. I shoved my head into it, inhaling all of the water. It was like heaven to my throat. 
"What happened to you Rainbow Dash?" Scootaloo asked in a confused tone.
"You look terrible!" Sweetie Bell pointed out loudly, just now catching up to her friend. She was closely followed by AppleBloom. I stared at my reflection in the pond. I probably would have laughed if I wasn't so devastated. The strange feeling of fear and tragedy coming over me again. My face was dirty and sweaty, and there was a small cut on my forehead from who knows what.
"Where's my sister?" Apple Bloom asked, looking around.
"And Rarity! As a matter of fact, where are all the others?" Sweetie Bell asked, hope in her eyes. "Rarity said when she got home, she would have a special surprise for me!" My heart stopped. Then it started beating lightning speed. I had that terrible image of Rarity becoming dust in my head again. I bit my lip and approached Sweetie Bell. A tear fell from my eye and hit the ground. I stroked Sweetie Bell's mane.
"What in Equestria?" Sweetie Bell said, completely confused, and not taking a hint.
"Are...Are you crying Rainbow Dash?" Scootaloo dared to ask. I looked up at the trio of them, and noticed their faces were ghost white, as they watched the coolest pony in Ponyville weep, as they watched me weep.
"I'm so sorry," I choked out,"I'm all alone, the others are out there..."
Sweetie Bell gasped,"Are they alright?" At that I was shaking nonstop, blubbering like a little filly, this must of really spooked Scootaloo, because she was bawling too.
"Tell us!" Apple Bloom yelled unexpectedly,"At least tell us what happened to our sisters!"
"Rarity," I started wiping away the tears "She's gone." Sweetie Bell's eyes widened. Her mouth quivered."Your lying..."
I shook my head, then tilted it down in shame,"I'm afraid not." Sweetie Bell cried out, as if she had just been shot. Her long wails and nonstop tears made me feel like I had just been shot. Scootaloo and Apple Bloom were trying to comfort her, but it was no use. She just kept crying and then out of no where screamed,"I slept in that morning! I didn't even have a chance to say goodbye!"
Apple Bloom looked up at me with tears in her eyes," Is... Is AppleJack safe?"
I shrugged,"I hope so, I came back to get help." Sweetie Belle perked up.
"I have to come to avenge my sister!" Sweetie Belle begged," Please! This is something I must do." I didn't have the heart to say no, her eyes were wide with longing, and I could tell she was set on coming. But, I didn't want her to have the same fate as her sister.
"Me too! I gotta help mah sister!" Apple Bloom said. 
"Where they go, I go!" Scootaloo joined in. I sighed. 
"No." I said, with a serious face. The three ponies went from a small flicker of hope to complete despair. 
"But I wanna see mah sister!" Apple Bloom wailed. I sighed and put my hoof on her shoulder.
"I promise to do everything in my power to keep your sister safe." I said straightening up.
***

I stood at town hall, behind the podium. I surveyed the crowd of worried ponies. They looked quiet worried about the disappearance of the others. 
"What happened to the others? Without the other Element of Harmony, how can we even hope to protect Equestria." Yelled one pony.
"That is why I am here right now." I explained to the crowd of worried ponies."I need to band together a group of brave ponies to help fight off the dark magic! Anypony volunteer?"
The crowd was dead silent for about, 5 minutes. Then, Big Macintosh stepped up onto the platform. His face was solemn, and it looked like he'd been crying. 
"Are you going to join up?" I asked hopefully, knowing he would be a great addition to their team. 
"Eyup," He started,"For my sister." I understood now. He was probably doing this for the whole Apple Family, a wise representative. There was a stirring around the crowd and a familiar voice yelled out:
"I'm going to come too!" I surveyed the crowd and realized the voice belonged to Derpy.
"Derpy?" I pondered aloud, as she approached the platform.
"Yeah!" She shouted, even though I was right in front of her.
"Uh... But your..." I bit my lip, I may have laughed but this was a serious matter.
"I insist! I travel lots and have a few key tricks on fending of the monsters." Derpy stated happily, motioning to her mail bag. Derpy was dead serious, and I was sure Derpy shouldn't be in our group.
I wanted to say 'Sorry Derpy, you don't qualify' but instead I said,  "The more the merrier."
Spike pushed his way through the crowd, obviously unaware of anything that was going on,"Whats happening? Why aren't the others here? Were-"
I cut him off,"Spike, Calm down man. I need you to take a letter to the Princess."
"But-"
"NOW." I commanded.
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