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		Description

Shadowmere is a horse who has spent his entire life surrounded by murder and death. Then one day, after dying in Tamriel, he reawakens in a strange new world; the exact opposite of the world that he lives in. Everything is bright and colourful and the inhabitants are ponies who are always happy and friendly with each other. This world seems completely different from the one that he comes from. All of the ponies are cheerful, make friends easily and don't have any concept at all of things like murder and death. How will Shadowmere react to this new world? Will he find it to be completely ridiculous and want to leave this place as soon as possible; or will he find something that he never had before and want to stay? Will he even want to leave at all?
This story is now officially Cancelled; however, it is being continued by MLP OC SilverFang over on his fanfiction.net page. If you're interested in continuing with this story, head on over there to check it out.
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Arrival

Shadowmere galloped quickly across the high mountains of Cyrodiil. His master’s last assassination in Bruma hadn’t quite gone according to plan and he now had the entire city guard chasing after him. There were six guards chasing after him on horseback; however, Shadowmere was the strongest, fastest horse in all of Tamriel; they would never catch up with him. However, the city guard were determined and they would not stop until they caught him; and he had to stop eventually. As Shadowmere was running along, he was coming up on a wide canyon. The distance was clearly too far for him to make it to the other side, however, his master had ordered him to continue running so he did. When he reached the edge of the cliff, he leapt off the edge. Shadowmere started falling down the deep canyon, but then, at that moment, his master stood up on his back and jumped the rest of the way. He landed safely on the other side, away from the city guards that wouldn’t be able to follow him and he would be able to make it to the safety of the Cheydinhal Sanctuary. Shadowmere, however, would not be so fortunate. He started falling down the deep canyon fifty feet below. He died as soon as he hit the bottom. However, this was not the end for him. Shadowmere was a Daedra by nature. Whenever he died, his body laid where he had died and his soul returned to the Waters of Oblivion to regenerate. However, unbeknownst to him, things would turn out differently this time. Shadowmere had formed a strong bond with his new master in the few months since they had been together and he thought that he cared for him too. However, he had abandoned him to save himself the very first chance he got. It seems that his master saw him as nothing more than his steed and not a family member like the rest of the Dark Brotherhood. Shadowmere was deeply hurt by his master’s abandonment of him. All Shadowmere wanted was a little bit of… friendship. Shadowmere’s eye sight began to fade as he lay there at the bottom of the canyon, dying. Then everything went black.
---

Suddenly Shadowmere began to rustle a bit. However, things felt different. The Waters of Oblivion were a red hot sea beneath a dark and empty sky and there was nothing else for as far as the eye could see. He had gotten used to it after centuries of dying and coming back to life. However, this time was different. He felt soft earth underneath his hooves. He slowly opened his eyes, picked himself up and looked around at where he was. He was lying on a dirt path with big, thick, eerie looking trees at either side. He looked behind him and he saw what looked like a path that led into a dark forest. He then turned back around and looked in front of him. He was able to make out a small town off in the distance. He turned his head to the left and he could see a small cottage. Shadowmere started to walk forward; but then, he suddenly felt very weak and he fell back down and collapsed. He lost consciousness immediately.
---

Shadowmere eventually came too and he started to rustle about again. He opened his eyes slowly and he looked around at where he was. He was now inside somewhere, lying on a couch with a blanket draped over him. Shadowmere looked around at his new surroundings. He seemed to be in a small cottage. To his left, there was a flight of stairs and a doorway leading into the kitchen. Directly across from him was the door leading outside. Outside the windows, he saw the forest that he had appeared in and from that he was able to deduce that he was now in the small cottage that he saw earlier. There were two mats on the floor; one oval and one rectangular. There were also what appeared to be several small animal houses around the room. Shadowmere thought that this place was very strange.
“Is this a different realm of Oblivion?” he thought. “Or have I already returned to Tamriel?”
Shadowmere grabbed the blanket with his teeth, threw it off him and got off the couch. He now felt stronger than he did when he woke up in the forest earlier. More of his strength had returned. He made his way over to the door when he suddenly heard something coming from the kitchen. He turned his head to see who it was and he saw a yellow pegasus with a long, pink mane. She looked very startled when she saw him. Shadowmere was a large earth pony with a very dark reddish brown coat and mane. He had big, blank, red eyes with black pupils that didn’t seem to show any emotion. His cutie mark was an eerie Black Hand print that looked like someone had dipped their hand in black paint and pressed it on his flank. Fluttershy didn’t even know what his cutie mark was supposed to be. His expression was stern and devoid of a smile. He was very intimidating in appearance. She was a bit scared of his appearance and she stumbled to speak. “Oh, you’re awake.” She then lowered her head and backed away slightly.
“A talking horse? I’ve never seen something like that before. It’s not like we have a different language that only we can understand. Well, I’m probably not in Tamriel anymore. I might be in a realm of Oblivion right now. But which one?” He then looked back at the shy pegasus standing in front of him. She looked scared. Shadowmere completely ignored this and simply asked, “Hey, can you tell me where I am right now?”
Fluttershy looked back up at him. When he had addressed her, some of her fear had disappeared and she returned to the usual amount of fear that she had whenever she was involved in something different. She then spoke softly, “We’re in my cottage. I found you passed out near the Everfree Forest. I was so scared that you might have been hurt, so I brought you back here to make you feel better.” She then stepped forward again and raised her head and smiled a bit. “Are you feeling okay?”
Shadowmere’s expression changed a bit. This pony seemed very strange for a Daedra. “No, I meant what realm of Oblivio…” Suddenly the front door of the cottage opened and a cyan pegasus appeared. Shadowmere and Fluttershy both turned to face her.
“Hey there, Fluttershy. I was just wondering if you wanted to do something…” Rainbow Dash opened her eyes and saw Shadowmere standing beside Fluttershy. She suddenly dropped her smile and she looked confused. “Hey Fluttershy, who’s your friend?”
Fluttershy responded, “Oh, I found him passed out near the Everfree Forest so I brought him back here to help him.”
“Uh huh.” She then turned to face Shadowmere and tilted her head. “So, what’s his name?”
Fluttershy suddenly dropped her smile and it was replaced by an expression of embarrassment. She had helped out this pony and she hadn’t even asked him his name. “Oh, I’m not sure.” She then turned to face Shadowmere. “Uhhmm, what’s your name?”
Shadowmere looked at her and responded simply, “Shadowmere.”
Rainbow Dash dropped her confused expression and smiled again. “Shadowmere, huh? Well it’s nice to meetcha.” She then placed her hoof on her chest. “I’m Rainbow Dash; and any friend of Fluttershy’s is a friend of mine.”
Shadowmere was becoming more and more confused with everything that was happening. Did these ponies actually consider him a friend after just meeting him? He wasn’t even aware that Daedra had friends. One thing that he knew for sure was that these ponies were definitely strange.
Suddenly the silence was broken by a loud roar from outside. Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash both dropped their smiles. Fluttershy then said, “What was that?”
Rainbow Dash responded, “It sounded like it came from the Everfree Forest.”
The two of them then ran outside and Shadowmere ran after them. When they were outside, they looked over at the entrance to the forest and they saw the Cutie Mark Crusaders run out being followed by an angry manticore.
Fluttershy then spoke with real fear in her voice. “Oh no, the girls are in trouble. We have to do something.”
Rainbow Dash stepped forward confidently. “Don’t worry, we will.” She then turned around to face Fluttershy and Shadowmere. “First off: Fluttershy, Shadowmere; both of you grab one of those little fillies.”
Fluttershy responded in a much stronger tone. “Right.” She also had a strong look of determination on her face.
Shadowmere didn’t exactly know what was going on but he decided to help out. After all, the Dark Brotherhood never harmed the innocent, least of all children. “Right.”
Rainbow Dash turned backed around and the three of them dashed in the direction of the Cutie Mark Crusaders. Rainbow Dash quickly flew over to them and grabbed Scootaloo. Fluttershy flew over there, slower than Rainbow Dash but faster than she usually did and grabbed Sweetie Belle.
The manticore was now closing in on Apple Bloom. It jumped up and prepared to pounce on her. Suddenly Shadowmere ran over to her very quickly, grabbed her with his teeth and ran off before the manticore fell to the ground.
Shadowmere ran ahead and dropped Apple Bloom down. He then turned around and bore down as he faced the manticore. He then charged at it.
When Apple Bloom saw this, she yelled out, “No, don’t do it. Manticores are dangerous.”
Shadowmere ignored this and continued charging forward. The manticore stood back up on four legs and roared at him. When Shadowmere was right in front of the manticore, he stood up on his two back hooves and kicked at it with his two front hooves. When he did this, the manticore backed up a bit and then swiped at Shadowmere with its claws. It scratched him on his right forehoof and knocked him back. Shadowmere was knocked into the air, but he regained himself in the air and turned around and landed on his feet. He then fell down a bit on his injured hoof. The manticore then roared again and prepared to charge at him.
“Shadowmere!” Rainbow Dash called out while hovering in the air with Scootaloo in her hooves. Rainbow Dash then shook her head and regained her composure. She then flew down towards the ground to put Scootaloo down so she could help Shadowmere. When she landed on the ground and put Scootaloo down, she turned around and saw the manticore charge at Shadowmere and she saw Shadowmere charge at the manticore.
Shadowmere still had a lot of strength left in him even after being scratched and he closed the distance between them quickly. As he moved closer, he thought about how he would fight this thing. “It looks like my usual method of fighting isn’t going to work with this thing. What should I do?” When the two had reached each other, the manticore stood up on two legs and prepared to strike him. Suddenly, Shadowmere instinctively spun around on the spot and planted his two front hooves into the ground in front of him. As the manticore came down to strike him, Shadowmere raised his two back hooves and bucked it right in the face. The force of the blow sent the manticore flying back and crashed into the trees on the edge of the forest. It was completely knocked out. The ponies in the area all dropped their jaws in response to what they just saw. One pony had just defeated a manticore with just one hit. Shadowmere lowered his hooves again and looked back at where the manticore had crashed. He suddenly felt very weak and he collapsed again.
“Shadowmere!” Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy shouted in unison. Rainbow Dash quickly flew over to him. Fluttershy followed, who was still carrying Sweetie Belle in her hooves. Apple Bloom and Scootaloo then ran over to him too.
“Is he alright?” Apple Bloom asked.
Rainbow Dash examined his body. “Well, he’s still breathing and he doesn’t seem to be too banged up.” She then turned her head around to look at them. “But I think maybe we should take him to Twilight’s; she should know what to do.” Fluttershy and the Cutie Mark Crusaders all nodded in agreement. Rainbow Dash then walked over to the Cutie Mark Crusaders and said, “Listen, you fillies should head on home. After what just happened here, you ought to get some rest.”
Fluttershy put Sweetie Belle down and she went to re-join her friends. “Yeah, I think we all had enough crusading for one day. It looks like we’re not gonna be Cutie Mark Crusader Jungle Explorers either,” Sweetie Belle said as she lowered her head with a sad frown on her face. “We’re really sorry for all the trouble we caused.” The three of them then frowned.
Fluttershy stepped forward. “Don’t worry about it girls. You’re okay now. Now you all be careful on your way home, alright?” She then closed her eyes, tilted her head and smiled at them. The Cutie Mark Crusaders looked at her and smiled back.
“Alright, Fluttershy,” Scootaloo said.
“We promise, Fluttershy,” Apple Bloom followed.
“Thank you, Fluttershy,” Sweetie Belle concluded.
The three of them then turned around and walked away. Rainbow Dash then walked up to where Fluttershy was and called out, “Hey Apple Bloom; when you get home, ask Applejack to come here and tell her to bring her apple cart with her.” She stopped talking but then she added, “Oh and make sure that it’s empty.”
Apple Bloom turned her head around and responded, “Thanks; Ah will.” She then turned her head back around and proceeded in the direction of Sweet Apple Acres. The three of them then split up and headed home.
When they were gone, Rainbow Dash then turned back around to look at Shadowmere. He was just lying there on the ground. She then walked over to him to get a closer look at him. He was just lying there. He was breathing lightly but he seemed to be alright. Fluttershy then walked up behind her. Her expression had changed once again, this time she looked worried. “Uhhmm, Rainbow Dash; do you think that he’ll be okay?”
Rainbow Dash looked over at her and smiled smugly. “Hey, this is a pony who managed to defeat a manticore with just one hit. I think that it’s gonna take a lot more than this to keep him down.”
Fluttershy looked back at her friend and smiled. “You’re right, Dashie.”
Rainbow Dash then turned back around and looked at Shadowmere. As she just stared at his unconscious body, she suddenly felt a strange feeling. After about ten seconds she decided to break the silence. “So… we better get him ready for when Applejack gets here,” she said to Fluttershy without facing her; she just continued to look at Shadowmere.
---

Ten minutes later, Applejack walked into the area hauling her apple cart behind her. She looked ahead and saw Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy standing together. “Hey there y’all. Apple Bloom said that y’all needed my help with something.”
Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy both turned around when they heard her. They then both walked to the side so that Applejack could see Shadowmere lying on the ground. Applejack’s expression suddenly changed. “So, that must be that there injured pony that Apple Bloom was talking about, right?” She then giggled and smiled. “Apple Bloom told me the strangest story about how he single hoofedly defeated a manticore.” Applejack then laughed even louder. “That was one hoop dinger of a tall tale, right?”
Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy just kept looking back at Applejack; their expressions didn’t change at all. Applejack’s smile suddenly changed to a look of confusion and disbelief. “Y’all serious?”
Rainbow Dash then walked over to Applejack and explained the situation to her. After a bit of explaining she completely understood, though she was still a bit sceptical about the notion of one pony defeating a manticore. Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy then loaded Shadowmere’s body into the cart. They then all proceeded towards the library.
To be continued…
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The First Day

Everything was black. The last thing that Shadowmere remembered was fighting with some sort of strange creature and then passing out afterwards. Shadowmere still had some important things to figure out. Where was he? Was he in a different realm of Oblivion? Or has he already regenerated and returned to Tamriel? Why were horses now able to talk? Shadowmere contemplated the answers to these questions, but suddenly, he began to hear voices in the darkness.
“I don’t know, girls. It just doesn’t sound possible that one pony could defeat a manticore, especially in just one hit.”
“We’re telling you, Twilight. We were there and we saw it. Sure he passed out afterwards, but he did it.”
Shadowmere didn’t know who the first voice belonged to, but he recognised the second voice as the cyan pegasus from earlier. Shadowmere then began to rouse a bit.
“Oh look, he’s waking up,” said the first voice.
Shadowmere opened his eyes and he saw a purple unicorn’s face just inches away from his own. When he had opened his eyes and looked at her, she backed away a bit. Shadowmere sat up and noticed that he was lying on another couch. He looked around at where he was now and he saw loads of shelves filled with books. He seemed to be in a library right now. He then turned back to look at the purple unicorn. The two pegasi from earlier were standing behind her and there was also an orange earth pony with a long, blonde mane tied back in a braid and wearing a light brown stetson hat. Shadowmere then hopped down off the couch and stood up.
The purple unicorn suddenly changed to a worried expression. “Careful now; don’t overexert yourself. My friends told me that you collapsed back there.”
Shadowmere responded immediately. “Don’t worry. I was feeling weak then, but now I’m back to full strength.”
Twilight smiled. “Well, that’s a relief.” She then closed her eyes while smiling for about two seconds. “I’m Twilight Sparkle. What’s your name?”
Shadowmere again responded immediately in a simple tone. “Shadowmere.” He then started walking towards the door and walked right passed Twilight.
Twilight suddenly looked confused. “Hey, where are you going?” she said as she turned around to look at him.
Shadowmere stopped walking and addressed Twilight without turning around to look at her. “Back home.” He then turned his head around to look at her. “Can you tell me how to get to Tamriel from here?”
Twilight now looked even more confused. “Tamriel?” The other ponies in the area had the same look of confusion now as well.
Shadowmere just stood there for about three seconds and then responded. “Never mind.” He then tilted his head up in thought. “So I haven’t returned to Tamriel yet, or even Nirn for that matter. I guess that means I’m still in a realm of Oblivion. But which one?”
Twilight was about to open her mouth to say something, but then suddenly, the door of the library flung open. Everypony in the room, including Shadowmere, turned to see who was there. It was a pink earth pony with a big, poufy mane that looked like it was made of cotton candy. She then opened her mouth and took a big inhale of oxygen and started to speak. “Hey there everypony. I just heard this absolutely amazing story about a strong, dashing earth pony who valiantly came to the rescue of three young fillies who were being attacked by a big, mean manticore and then he whisked the little fillies away to safety and then defeated the manticore with just one hit.” She said all of this in the span of just a few seconds. She was making loads of different gestures as she was speaking to match what she was saying.
Suddenly everypony in the room, except for Shadowmere, shouted, “PINKIE!”
The pink earth pony suddenly stopped mid gesture and fell silent. She then sat back down and her happy expression changed to a slightly embarrassed one. “Oops, sorry.”
Twilight then stepped forward until she was standing next to Shadowmere. She then placed her hoof on his shoulder and turned to face Pinkie. “Pinkie Pie, this is Shadowmere. He’s the one who saved those little fillies from the manticore.” She then lowered her hoof again.
Pinkie rose to her feet again, her face once again changing to a happy expression. “Oooooohhhhh.” She then smiled and continued just staring at him.
Shadowmere was starting to feel a bit uncomfortable. He then turned to face Twilight. “Hey, Twilight was it? Can you tell me where I am right now?”
Twilight looked back at him and responded. “You’re in the Golden Oaks Library here in Ponyville.”
Shadowmere stared back at her for three seconds before responding. “Ponyville? That’s the name of this town, right?”
Twilight then nodded in agreement, with a smile on her face. “Yes.”
Shadowmere gave a short sigh. “No; I mean what realm is this?”
Twilight suddenly dropped her smile and looked confused. “What realm? Well… I guess that would be, Equestria.”
Shadowmere looked back at her, almost as confused as she was. “Equestria? Doesn’t ring a bell,” he muttered quietly under his breath. He then spoke louder so that she could hear him clearly. “Tell me; who’s the ruling Prince her?”
Twilight and the other ponies in the room were becoming more and more confused. After a second or two, Twilight responded. “Well, our ruler is Princess Celestia.”
“So, she refers to herself as female. I haven’t heard of her before. She must a low ranking Prince like Peryite." Shadowmere then spoke up again. “Well, what does she rule over?”
At this point in the conversation, Twilight was seriously confused. Shadowmere was definitely one strange pony. “I just told you; she rules over Equestria.”
“No, that’s not what I meant. Not the realm she rules over; I mean what’s her sphere? Like how Mehrunes Dagon’s sphere is destruction or how Sheogorath’s sphere is madness.”
Before Twilight could think further about these strange names that she has never heard before, Pinkie Pie suddenly popped up next to her. “Well duh, Twilight; of course that’s not what he means. Equestria isn’t a sphere. It has an up and down.” She then closed her eyes and smiled at her.
At that moment, everypony in the room dropped their increasingly confused looks and just looked strangely at Pinkie, like she had just spoiled the moment.
After about five seconds of just standing there staring at Pinkie Pie, who, as usual, was completely oblivious to how weird she just sounded, Twilight suddenly decided to break the silence. “Oookay.” She then turned back to face Shadowmere. “Well, Princess Celestia is called ‘The Princess of the Sun’ so I guess her ‘sphere’ would be the Sun.”
“Huh, I thought that it was Akatosh that was associated with the Sun. Maybe people just forget about this Prince after all this time.” He then looked back at Twilight. “Alright, that’s enough. I heard all I needed to hear.” He then turned around and walked over to the door.
Twilight suddenly called him from behind. “Hey, where are you going?”
Shadowmere responded in a straight tone, without looking back or stopping. “Wherever I want.”
When he was almost directly in front of the door, Rainbow Dash suddenly swooped down in front of him and glared at him with an angry expression on her face. “Hey, what do you think you’re doing? We all went out of our way to help you and you’re not even gonna to say thanks?”
Shadowmere looked back at her, his expression not changing in the slightest in response to what she just said. “I never asked for your help.”
Rainbow Dash’s expression didn’t change either in response to what she just heard. She responded immediately. “Of course you didn’t ask for our help, but you were in trouble. We weren’t just going to stand around and do nothing or just leave you there. This is what friends do for each other.”
Shadowmere suddenly dropped his usual expressionless face and looked down at the ground. He then whispered under his breath, so quietly that nopony in the room could hear him. “Friends?”
He then looked back up at Rainbow Dash, who still had an angry and annoyed looked on her face. He then turned his head around and looked at Fluttershy, who was quietly scratching at the ground with her head down. “Hey, your name is Fluttershy right?”
Fluttershy suddenly lifted her head up and looked at Shadowmere. “Oh… uhhmm… yes,” she said in a very timid tone of voice.
“Thank you for helping me out back there. I really appreciate it.”
Fluttershy’s expression changed to surprise and then she smiled. “Oh, you’re welcome. I was happy to help. I just can’t stand to see anypony hurt or in danger.” She looked back at Shadowmere. His face was difficult to read, but she could still tell that he really meant it.
Shadowmere then looked around the room. “And the rest of you too; thanks for your help”.
Twilight was about to say something, but then Pinkie cut her off. “You’re welcome, Shadowmere,” she said with a big smile on her face. She then placed her hoof underneath her chin and pursed her lips together. “Huh, I need to come up with a nickname for you. It might take me a while since I only just…” Pinkie suddenly shot up into the air. “Oooooooooohhhhhhh.” She then lunged at Shadowmere and grabbed him by the chest. Shadowmere was taken aback by this. “I just remembered something REALLY important. I don’t know you.”
Shadowmere didn’t know how to react to that at all. He now looked as confused as the others did earlier. He then looked down at Pinkie. “You remembered… that you don’t know me?”
Pinkie stepped back from Shadowmere. “Of course. This is bad because I know everypony, and I mean everypony in Ponyville; and if I don’t know you then you must new around here and if you’re new around here then I must not have met you before and if I never met you before then that means I never threw you a surprise party!” Pinkie’s face was now pushed right up against Shadowmere’s.
The only thing that Shadowmere could say was, “Uhhmm…”
Then Pinkie pulled her face away from his. “It’s already five o’ clock. I’m going to have to work extra hard to get everything done in time.” She then rose into the air again and bolted over to the door, closing it as she left.
The only thing that Shadowmere could say in response to what had just happened was, “What just happened?”
Twilight stepped forward. “Don’t mind her. She’s just being Pinkie Pie.”
Shadowmere had absolutely no idea what that meant; but right now, Pinkie was definitely the weirdest pony that he had met so far; and that’s saying something.
Fluttershy slowly stepped forward and started to speak. “Uhhm, Shadowmere, I was just wondering, I mean, if it’s okay with you, would you like us to show you around Ponyville? I mean, if that’s what you want.”
Shadowmere looked over at Fluttershy. She looked kind of scared. He then looked over at Rainbow Dash who looked back at him. He then looked back at Fluttershy and said, “Sure, I’d like that.”
Fluttershy raised her head up a bit and she smiled. “Oh, really? That’s wonderful.” Her smile grew even bigger. “Well then, we should probably get going.” She then walked over to the door where she joined Rainbow Dash, but then she suddenly remembered something. “Oh, that’s right; your hoof. I remember it got scratched by the manticore. We should probably treat it before we go.”
“That won’t be a problem,” Shadowmere responded. He then raised his right forehoof where the manticore had scratched him. It was completely clean. There wasn’t even a scratch or a scar or any indication that he had been scratched at all.
Fluttershy suddenly sped over to him and examined his hoof. “But that can’t be. I was sure that that manticore had scratched you.”
“Yeah it did; and I healed.”
Fluttershy looked up to look him in the eye. She had an expression of disbelief on her face. “Already?”
“Yeah, I’m kind of special like that.” He then lowered his hoof and turned his head to the side.
Fluttershy looked down and then looked up at him again and smiled. “Well, I’m glad.” She then turned around and walked back over to Rainbow Dash and the two of them opened the door and walked outside.
Shadowmere turned his head back around and watched the two of them leave. Twilight then walked past him, followed by the orange earth pony in the stetson hat. She suddenly stopped next to Shadowmere, turned her head to face him and said, “Ah’m Applejack by the way.” She then turned her head back around and continued walking towards the door. Shadowmere followed shortly after her and proceeded outside.
---

The five ponies were now walking down the streets of Ponyville. Shadowmere looked around as they walked. The streets were filled with colourful ponies. There were mares and stallions and fillies and colts, all talking to and playing with each other respectively. This place was completely different from any realm of Oblivion he had seen before; it was much more colourful and cheerful, even more so than Tamriel. What was he even doing here anyway?
Shadowmere suddenly broke away from his thoughts and looked at the ponies at either side of him. “Okay, let me see if I’ve got this.” The other ponies looked at him curiously when he said this. He looked to his left and said, “Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy.” He then looked to his right and said, “Twilight Sparkle and Applejack.”
Twilight looked back at him and smiled. “Yeah, that’s right.”
Shadowmere looked at her and then said, “And the pink one from before is Pinkie Pie, right?”
“Yeah, that’s right. By the way, you can just call me Twilight.”
“Okay, Twilight.” Shadowmere then faced forward again.
They continued walking along for about thirty seconds and then Fluttershy decided to break the silence. “So Shadowmere, is there anywhere in particular that you would like to go?”
Shadowmere looked over at her and tensed his muscles. “Is there anywhere nearby where I can run around for a while? I need to get some energy back into my limbs. I don’t like to just sit around all day. I have to move.”
Fluttershy put her hoof to her chin trying to think of such a place. Suddenly she was interrupted by Applejack. “There sure is. There’s the White Tail Woods not too far from here. We use the area every year for the ‘Running of the Leaves’ race. It’s the perfect spot for running.”
Rainbow Dash’s ears suddenly perked up. “That’s it. We should have a race.” Everypony looked at her.
Twilight then said, “A race?”
“Yeah, it’s perfect. After all, he wants to run; and after seeing how strong he is, I want to see if he’s fast too.” She then turned to face Shadowmere. “So, are you up for it?”
“Sure.”
Shadowmere and Rainbow Dash both stared at each other intently. Suddenly, Applejack broke the silence. “Well hey, count me in too. I wanna see how this turns out too.” Her expression then changed a bit. “So long as Rainbow here doesn’t use her wings.”
Rainbow Dash looked over at Applejack. She then looked away and rested her head down. “Fine, I won’t use my wings.”
Twilight then spoke up. “Well, I’m not really interested in racing. I think I’ll just watch.”
“Me too,” Fluttershy added.
Rainbow Dash then lifted her head up and laughed. “Well then, looks like everything’s settled. Let’s go.”
The five of them then proceeded in the direction of White Tail Woods.
---

About ten minutes later, they arrived at White Tail Woods. There was a dirt path directly in front of them that seemed to stretch on for miles and miles. On either side of the path, there were big trees with leaves of all the colours of the rainbow. This wood looked a lot different from the one that Shadowmere had woken up in.
Applejack drew a line across the path with her hoof to create the starting line. When she was finished, Shadowmere and Rainbow Dash walked up to the line and got into their starting positions. Applejack immediately joined them.
Fluttershy stood at the side of the path, and Twilight walked out onto the path in front of the racers. She was holding a green flag with her unicorn magic. She then moved to address the racers. “Alright everypony; this race will be from this starting line, up to the point in the road where the path splits up to the path that leads up the mountain. From there, you will turn around and come back here. The first to cross the finish line is the winner. Does everypony understand?”
Applejack, Rainbow Dash and Shadowmere all said in unison, “Yes.”
Twilight smiled back at them. “All right then. The race will begin when I wave the flag; and remember to pace yourselves.” She shot a glare at Applejack and Rainbow Dash when she said that last part, showing that she was talking to them specifically.
“Yeah, yeah,” Rainbow Dash said as she waved her hoof at Twilight. “Just get on with it.”
“Alright then.” Twilight then moved back so that she was standing on the edge of the path. “On your marks.” She raised the flag and the racers knelt down, getting ready to charge off. “Get set.” The three of them narrowed their eyes in anticipation. “GO!” Twilight waved the flag and on cue, the three of them dashed off.
Applejack, Rainbow Dash and Shadowmere were now running along the path a high speeds. Applejack and Rainbow Dash were neck and neck. They were both running at the exact same speed with neither passing the other one out. If one of them started running faster, the other was able to match their speed. However, both of them were still holding back. They both remember clearly what they learned during the last ‘Running of the Leaves’ and decided to pace themselves. Shadowmere, however, was running much faster than them and was already way ahead.
“Wow, he sure is fast,” Applejack said.
“I’m not worried,” Rainbow Dash responded. She then turned her head to face Applejack. “He’s doing exactly what we did before and using all of his energy from the get-go. Trust me, pretty soon he’s gonna be all tuckered out and we’ll be able to pass him by no problem.”
Rainbow Dash turned her head back around and she saw Shadowmere way out ahead of them. He was a lot faster then she thought. She then picked up her speed and started running faster, but she still didn’t seem to be getting any closer to him. In fact, it looked like the faster she ran, the further he got away. This was beginning to hurt her pride. She then decided to go her full speed and charged way ahead. Seeing this, Applejack also decided to pick up her speed, but unlike Rainbow Dash, she still decided to hold back and not give it her all just yet.
Rainbow Dash was beginning to catch up with Shadowmere. She was panting from exhaustion but she still kept running. After a while, she caught up with Shadowmere and they were now neck and neck. Rainbow Dash turned her head to face Shadowmere. “Hey, (gasp) don’t you think you should pace yourself? If you go all out then you won’t have any energy left for the finish line.”
Shadowmere turned his head to face her. “I am pacing myself. If you run at top speed for too long, then you run out of stamina and you can’t run for a while. Everyone knows that; only an idiot would make that mistake.” He looked at Rainbow Dash intently when he said that, almost like he was mocking her, though he didn’t know the whole story.
Rainbow Dash looked back at him with an angry expression on her face. “Well then, if you know all of this then why are going at your full speed?”
Shadowmere looked down at her and replied simply, “I’m not at my full speed. What you’re seeing now is just my basic speed.”
Rainbow Dash’s eyes immediately widened when he said this. Her expression then changed to one of worry but then it immediately changed back. “Yeah, nice try. There’s no way that that’s true.” She then looked back at him with a smug smile on her face.
When she said this, Shadowmere simply said, “Fine then. See for yourself.” Shadowmere then lowered his head. All of a sudden, he picked up speed and dashed out ahead of her. He was so fast that he kicked up a cloud of dust as he moved. Rainbow Dash closed her eyes and started coughing, but she still kept running.
When the dust had cleared, she opened her eyes and she saw Shadowmere way off in the distance and he was still getting even farther away with every passing second. Rainbow Dash was now feeling really tired after running at her top speed for so long, but she still pushed her body to move faster. However, Shadowmere was still moving even further away from her and by now, he had passed over the horizon and she couldn’t see him anymore.
By this point, Rainbow Dash was exhausted and she had to stop. She just stood there, gasping for breath. She then heard hoofsteps from behind her. She turned her head around and saw Applejack catching up with her. She looked like she could still run for a while. Rainbow Dash turned her head back around and started running as fast as she could at this point, however, Applejack was still quickly catching up.
Rainbow Dash lowered her head and closed her eyes. Her pride was now in shambles. She refused to let things end like this no matter what. She then opened her eyes and she had a determined expression on her face. “That’s it. All bets are off!” She then unfurled her wings and flew off after Shadowmere.
From behind where she was, Applejack then said, to nopony in particular, “Saw that one comin’.”
---

Shadowmere was running along the path of White Tail Woods at his top speed. After about a minute, he felt his stamina falling, so he returned to his usual pace. Since he was so far ahead, he decided to take the time to admire the scenery. He had to admit that this place did look very beautiful. He never saw any realm of Oblivion that looked anything like this before. It actually reminded him of the forests near Riften. “The creatures here don’t seem very strong. Maybe that’s the reason I’ve never heard of this realm, or it’s Prince before.”
Suddenly his thoughts were interrupted when he heard a strange sound from behind him. He turned around to see Rainbow Dash flying towards him. She quickly caught up and over took him. When he saw this, he just simply said, “Didn’t Applejack say you weren’t allowed to use your wings?” There wasn’t any anger or annoyance in his voice.
Rainbow Dash turned her head around while she was flying ahead and said, “At this point, I don’t care about the rules. I just want to win at all cost.”
“Hmmm, well alright then,” Shadowmere said with a smug smile on his face. He had felt his stamina return so he picked up his speed again. Rainbow Dash then resumed facing forward and increased her speed.
Despite how fast Shadowmere was, Rainbow Dash is still the fastest flier in Equestria and she passed him out easily and increased the distance between them quickly. Rainbow Dash came up on the turning point: It was the bush that she had hidden in last time to trick Applejack into going the wrong way. She passed it and turned around quickly to head back to the finish line. About ten seconds later, Shadowmere rounded the turning point and headed back to the finish line. On their way back, they both whizzed past Applejack, who hadn’t reached the turning point yet.
As Rainbow Dash flew through the woods, she started to pant loudly. She had used up a lot of her energy before she started flying and it was beginning to take its toll on her. Suddenly, her wings tensed up and she fell to the ground and crashed. She slowly rose back onto her feet as she panted loudly, trying to catch her breath. She tried to take a step forward, but she was now completely out of energy and she collapsed.
A few seconds later, Shadowmere came galloping passed her, still with plenty of energy left. When he saw Rainbow Dash lying on the ground, he slowed down to his usual pace. He then gave her a smirk smile as he passed her. He took a few more steps but then he stopped and looked behind him. Rainbow Dash was just lying there on the ground. She didn’t even have the energy to move. Shadowmere looked around the forest and guessed that there were probably dangerous creatures around here that would attack a defenceless pony. He looked ahead of him for a second and then looked behind him. He thought for a moment and then he went over to Rainbow Dash’s body and just looked at her; mirroring the moment from earlier that day. He suddenly felt a strange feeling that he couldn’t explain. He quickly brushed this off and simply said, “Well, I think that I’ve already proven that I’m the fastest.” He then picked her up and put her on his back. He then started walking back towards finish line.
---

Twilight and Fluttershy were both standing at the finish line waiting for them. Fluttershy looked over at Twilight and said, “Do you see them yet?”
Twilight looked over at the horizon but she wasn’t able to see anypony. “Sorry, not yet.”
Fluttershy lowered her head and wore a worried expression on her face. “I’m worried. They should have been back by now.”
Twilight went over to comfort her friend and put her hoof on her shoulder. “Don’t worry about it, Fluttershy. These are some of the strongest ponies in all of Equestria. I’m positive that they’ll be just fine.”
Fluttershy looked up at her friend and smiled. Twilight soon followed suit. They both then looked out at the path again and something came into view. They both leaned forward to get a closer look. They were able to make out two ponies walking together. They also saw that the bigger pony was carrying something on his back. Twilight and Fluttershy got worried and ran up to meet them. When they caught up, they saw that Shadowmere was carrying Rainbow Dash on his back.
“Oh no, what happened?” Twilight asked worriedly.
“Don’t worry about it, y’all. Shadowmere says that Rainbow here just used up too much energy is all. She’ll be all right once she gets a little rest.”
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief, but then she got a slightly annoyed look on her face. “I told her to pace herself and now look where she’s ended up.”
“Don’t worry about it Twi,” Applejack responded. “Considering the circumstances and all, I don’t think she could help herself.”
Twilight gave another sigh. “Alright, should we head back then?”
“Eeyup. Let’s get goin’.”
The five of them then made their way back into town.
---

The five of them had made their way back to Ponyville. It was now quite late. Celestia’s Sun was making its way down and its position in the sky combined with the clouds made the sky look orange. The streets were now completely deserted, though they all knew why, except for Shadowmere. Rainbow Dash had woken up on the walk back and was now walking on her own. She walked along slowly; her pride was bruised but it will heal.
Shadowmere was out ahead of the others. He turned around and asked, “Okay, so where do we go now?”
Twilight knew that Pinkie would have finished setting up the party by now, so they had to lead him towards Sugarcube Corner somehow. She thought for a moment and then replied, “Why don’t we go get something to eat now?”
Shadowmere suddenly felt his stomach growl and he realised that it had been a while since he had eaten anything; and all of that running hadn’t helped his stomach. He still didn’t know exactly what they ate here, but at this point he would eat anything. “Okay, sure. Where should we go?”
“Sugarcube Corner is just up ahead. It’s the building that looks like it’s made of gingerbread; you can’t miss it.”
They then all made their way over to Sugarcube Corner. When they were there, Shadowmere opened the door and stepped inside. The room was pitch black. Suddenly the lights came on and ponies jumped out and yelled “Surprise!”
Shadowmere didn’t know what was going on at all. Suddenly, a familiar pink pony jumped out and yelled, “Surprise! It’s your very own, very special, welcome to Ponyville surprise party. Were you surprised? Were you? Were you? Were you?”
Shadowmere tried to grab a hold of his thoughts and then responded, “Uhhmm, yeah.”
“Oh good, I’m so glad. It’s not a surprise party if you’re not surprised. Without a surprise, a surprise party is just a party and while all parties are fun, surprise parties are extra fun because they’re a surprise.”
Shadowmere was seriously finding it hard to keep up with this pony. He had heard madmen make more sense. “Huh. Maybe she should be in the Shivering Isles.”
Pinkie snapped him back from his thoughts when she continued talking. “Come on Shadowmere, I want to introduce you to everypony.” She then grabbed Shadowmere and yanked him away. How she was strong enough to pull him he’d never know.
Back at the door, Twilight watched as Pinkie dragged Shadowmere away. “Wow. I don’t think that Shadowmere’s all that comfortable around Pinkie Pie.”
Rainbow Dash put her hoof to her face to try and keep herself from laughing at how such a fast and strong pony was being yanked away by a pony half his size. “Awww come on, Twilight, it’s pretty funny. Besides, he deserves it after how he humiliated me earlier,” Rainbow Dash replied. She then walked away as she giggled to herself.
Twilight frowned in Rainbow Dash’s direction as she left.
Pinkie Pie dragged Shadowmere into a big crowd of ponies. She then took a big breath and said, “Shadowmere, this is Lyra, Bon Bon, Colgate, Caramel, Time Turner, Derpy, Octavia, Vinyl Scratch, Carrot Top, Daisy, Rose, Lily, Aloe, Lotus, Linky, Candy Mane, Sparkler, Thunderlane, Raindrops, Flitter, Cloud Chaser, Berry Punch, Cheerilee, Snowflake, Mayor Mare, Mr. Cake, Mrs Cake, Lightning Flicker, Strong Steed, Diamond Flash, Cherry Blossom, and Dawn Flower.” Pinkie moved her hoof from one pony to the next to show clearly who was who. When she was finished, she took another big breath and said, “Lyra, Bon Bon, Colgate, Caramel, Time Turner, Derpy, Octavia, Vinyl Scratch, Carrot Top, Daisy, Rose, Lily, Aloe, Lotus, Linky, Candy Mane, Sparkler, Thunderlane, Raindrops, Flitter, Cloud Chaser, Berry Punch, Cheerilee, Snowflake, Mayor Mare, Mr. Cake, Mrs Cake, Lightning Flicker, Strong Steed, Diamond Flash, Cherry Blossom and Dawn Flower, this is Shadowmere.” Pinkie then leaned over to Shadowmere and asked, “Did you get all that?” Of course there was no way that he matched the names and faces of all those ponies just like that, but he didn’t want to have to go through that all over again, so he just lied and said that he did. Pinkie’s eyes lit up when he said this. “Really? Wow. You’re the first pony ever to learn everyponies names that fast. It even took me a few days to get them all down. I think you’re gonna fit in here very well Shadowmere.” Pinkie then threw herself around him in a big hug. Shadowmere was beginning to regret his decision.
After about ten seconds, Shadowmere had to pull Pinkie off him. She then said, “Alright Shadowmere, since you’re so well acquainted with everypony, you should go and mingle.” She then pushed Shadowmere away into the middle of the room. When he was alone, his stomach started rumbling again. He looked around the room and saw the snack table. He then made his way over there.
At the table, he saw all kinds of treats like cupcakes, muffins, cookies, chocolate milk and more. “This place is starting to look more and more like a five year old girls dream than a realm of Oblivion. Knowing that, I wouldn’t be surprised if the Prince of this place actually was a five year old girl.” He then reached down to grab a cupcake but it fell out of his hooves immediately. He tried to grab it again but it just fell down again. He then just decided to pick it up with his mouth and eat it.
“Hey there, Mister Shadowmere.” Shadowmere heard a voice from behind talking to him, so he turned around to face them. He looked down and he saw the three young fillies that he had saved from the manticore earlier. The one that he had grabbed started talking again. “We just wanted to thank you again for saving us from that manticore earlier. Ah’m Apple Bloom and these are my friends Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo.”
“It was nothing really.”
Scootaloo suddenly responded back, “It wasn’t nothing. You saved our lives.”
“You’re welcome then.”
“Yeah, but still, it was totally awesome watching you beat up that manticore. He was all like ‘rraaawwrrr’ and swiping at you, but you wouldn’t go down. Then you bucked him right in the face and sent him flying across the clearing.” Scootaloo made all sorts of gestures to go along with what she was saying. She then looked up at Shadowmere. “You must be the strongest pony in all of Equestria to defeat a manticore so easily.”
“Not really. That thing was just weak. It’s taken me longer to defeat bears.”
Apple Bloom’s eyes widened when she heard him say this. She then turned to face Scootaloo. “Wow; he’s so tough that he doesn’t even think a manticore is tough.”
Sweetie Belle had made her way over to Shadowmere’s side and she was inspecting his cutie mark. She then looked up at him and asked, “Hey Mister Shadowmere; what does your cutie mark mean?”
Shadowmere looked down at Sweetie Belle with a confused look. “My cutie mark?”
“Yeah; see, right here.” She then pointed to his cutie mark.
Shadowmere looked down at where she was pointing and saw the Black Hand print on his flank. “Oh that. It represents my ties to the Black Hand.”
Sweetie Belle looked confused. “The Black… Hand? What’s that?”
“It’s the ruling body of the Dark Brotherhood.”
“The Dark… Brotherhood,” Scootaloo asked quizzically. “What’s that?”
Shadowmere looked over to Scootaloo. “You mean you’ve never heard of the Dark Brotherhood here?”
“No. What is it?”
“We’re a group of assassins.”
Now it was Apple Bloom’s turn to look confused. “Assassins? What’s that?”
Just then, Pinkie Pie entered the area. “Oh Shadowmere, I almost forgot. I’d like you to meet my bestest friend Rarity.” She then pointed to a white unicorn with a long, beautiful, purple, styled mane. “I have no idea where she’s been all this time.”
Rarity stepped forward. “So, you must be the new pony in town that everypony is talking about. Word travels fast in Ponyville. They’re saying things like, you single hoofedly defeated a manticore and that you beat Rainbow Dash in a race.”
Scootaloo suddenly dropped her confused look and her ears perked up. She then turned to face Shadowmere. “Whoa, whoa, whoa, wait a minute. Are you saying that you beat Rainbow Dash in a race?”
Shadowmere looked down at her and simply said, “Yes.”
Scootaloo’s face was in a state of disbelief. She then regained her composure, turned around, closed her eyes, folded her two front hooves together and smiled. “Yeah, well you only beat her on hoof. If she was flying then you wouldn’t stand a chance of beating her.”
“Actually she was flying and I was running and I still beat her.”
Scootaloo just stood there frozen for about three seconds and then her mouth fell open. She then turned around and simply said, “What?”
Sweetie Belle jumped up in excitement. “Wow. You’re strong and fast. You must be the best pony in Ponyville.”
Apple Bloom popped next to Sweetie Belle. “Hey, maybe Shadowmere should have his own fan club.”
Scootaloo just stood there with her mouth hanging open listening to her two friends. She then regained herself and started pushing her two friends away from here with her two front hooves. “Alright, I think we’ve heard enough here.”
Pinkie Pie, Rarity and Shadowmere watched as Scootaloo pushed the Cutie Mark Crusaders away from here. Pinkie then said with a smile, “Don’t walk around with your mouth open; you’ll catch flies.” She then skipped away. “La la la.”
Shadowmere then returned to eating, completely forgetting that Rarity was still there. She then backed away slowly.
At the other end of the room, Twilight, Fluttershy, Rainbow Dash and Applejack were standing there watching Shadowmere. They were joined shortly by Rarity and the Cutie Mark Crusaders. Scootaloo was trying to talk to Rainbow Dash, trying to get her to admit that Shadowmere didn’t actually run faster than she could fly, but Rainbow Dash stayed silent and didn’t respond.
Apple Bloom walked up to her big sister and asked, “Hey Applejack, what’s an assassin?”
Applejack looked down at her sister. “Huh, where’d ya hear that?”
“We were talking to Shadowmere about his cutie mark and he said that he was a member of the ‘Black Hand’ which runs the ‘Dark Brotherhood’ which is a group of ‘assassins’.”
After hearing Apple Bloom’s ‘explanation’, Applejack was even more confused. “Ah have absolutely no idea what any of those things are.” She then turned to face Twilight. “Hey Twi, you happen to know what an assassin is?”
Twilight looked back at Applejack, just as confused. “Sorry. I have no idea what an assassin or any of those other things are.” Twilight then looked back over at Shadowmere quizzically. She then pursed her lips together and raised her hoof to her mouth. “Hmmm.”
---

The party went on for a few more hours and then it ended when it was very late. Shadowmere, Twilight, her friends and the Cutie Mark Crusaders were the last to leave. Pinkie stood at the door and said goodbye to them as they left. She then closed the door and went inside.
Rarity took her sister to the side. “Come now, Sweetie Belle. We should really be getting home now. It’s very late.”
“Sure thing, Rarity.” She then gave a big yawn. She then turned around and said, “I’ll see you tomorrow girls.” Rarity and Sweetie Belle then headed home.
Applejack waved goodbye to Rarity and Sweetie Belle and then looked down at her own little sister. “Well Apple Bloom, we should be getting home too.”
“Sure thing, sis.” Applejack and Apple Bloom then proceeded in the direction of Sweet Apple Acres.
Rainbow Dash then reached over and grabbed Scootaloo. “Come on kid. I’ll take you home.” Scootaloo smiled a smile as big as one of Pinkie Pie’s and jumped on Rainbow Dash’s back. The rest of them then started walking away.
As they were walking along, Twilight looked ahead at Shadowmere and asked, “So Shadowmere, do you have a place to stay?”
Shadowmere responded without looking back. “It’s okay; I’ll just sleep outside somewhere.”
“What? Look, Shadowmere, if you don’t have anywhere to stay, then you’re more than welcome to stay with me and Spike at the library. There’s plenty of room.”
Shadowmere looked back on his left towards Twilight. He then looked to his right and saw Rainbow Dash. He then remembered what she said to him earlier. He then turned back to Twilight. “Well, if you’re offering then I‘m not going to turn you down.”
Twilight smiled back at him. “Great, then it’s settled. You can stay with us for as long you need.”
Suddenly, Rainbow Dash spoke up. “Well, the library is that way and the kid’s house is the other way. I’ll see you guys tomorrow.” Rainbow Dash, Scootaloo and Fluttershy then walked away and Twilight and Shadowmere walked towards the library in the opposite direction.
Five minutes later after walking in complete silence, they reached the library. Twilight opened the door and they both stepped inside. “Spike’s probably asleep by now so I’ll explain to him that you’re staying here in the morning. Until then, you can sleep on the couch. Is that okay?”
Shadowmere turned to face her. “That’s fine.”
Twilight smiled back at him. “Well then, good night Shadowmere. I’ll see you again in the morning.” Twilight then walked upstairs.
Shadowmere walked over to the couch, jumped on it, laid down and went to sleep. As he was falling asleep, he thought to himself, “This was definitely the weirdest day of my life; but it definitely wasn’t the worst either.” He then drifted off to sleep.
To be continued…
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Twilight woke up the next morning feeling refreshed. She sat up in her bed and stretched her hooves. She then got out of bed and walked over to her mirror and brushed her mane. When she was finished brushing her mane, she turned around and walked over to Spike, who was still asleep.
“Come on Spike, wake up. It’s already late.”
Spike didn’t feel like getting up and just pulled his blanket over his head. “Five more minutes.”
Twilight just rolled her eyes and then nodded and smiled playfully. She then activated her horn and pulled his blanket into the air. Spike’s eyes suddenly shot open. “Alright, alright. I’m up, I’m up.” He then stood up slowly, stretched and rubbed his eyes.
“Come on, Spike,” Twilight said as she turned around and started walking towards the stairs. “Now you can finally meet Shadowmere.”
Spike quickly followed after her. “You mean that pony you told me about, that Fluttershy found passed out in the Everfree Forest?”
“Yes Spike; him,” Twilight smiled. “He’s actually a really nice pony. He’s a bit strange too, but he means well.”
Twilight and Spike were coming down the stairs and the downstairs was coming in to view. She quickly faced the couch and said, “Good morning, Shadowmere.” However, when she looked closer, she saw that he wasn’t there. “Huh.” Twilight’s smile faded and was replaced by a look of confusion. She then ran down the stairs and over to the couch. “He’s not upstairs.” She then turned around to face Spike. “Spike, is he in the kitchen by any chance?”
Spike stuck his head into the kitchen. He then pulled it back out and turned back around to face Twilight. “Sorry Twilight. He’s not in there.”
“Where could he be?” Twilight said, now in a tone of concern instead of confusion.
Suddenly, the door of the library opened and Fluttershy ran in. She was panting and out of breath. Twilight and Spike turned to face her immediately. “Twilight, thank goodness you’re awake,” Fluttershy said in a worried tone, breathing heavily.
Twilight ran over to her. “Fluttershy; what’s wrong?”
Fluttershy closed her eyes and breathed out. She then opened her eyes again. “I got up early to feed my chickens and when I looked over at the path leading into Ponyville, I saw Shadowmere walking towards the Everfree Forest.”
“What?!” Twilight and Spike shouted in unison.
“Mm hmm,” Fluttershy nodded. “I tried to stop him. I tried to tell him that there were dangerous monsters in there, like that manticore that attacked him earlier; but he just said, ‘Good’ and continued walking towards the forest. I then decided to come and get you so that you could talk some sense into him.” Fluttershy then backed away slightly and lowered her head. “I was too scared to go in after him by myself,” she said in a quiet mumble.
Twilight smiled and reached her hoof out to comfort her. “It’s okay Fluttershy.” Fluttershy smiled and looked up again. Twilight then backed away a bit and said, “Alright everypony, let’s go.”
Twilight, Spike and Fluttershy all ran out the door, but as soon they did, Rainbow Dash came flying by. She stopped in the air, just in front of them. “Hey there, Twilight. I thought I’d stop by and see how you’re doing, what with Shadowmere staying here and all.”
“Oh, Rainbow Dash,” Fluttershy responded. “Something’s wrong. Shadowmere has run off into the Everfree Forest and he might be in trouble.”
Rainbow Dash’s expression changed to one of confusion. “What? Even after what happened to him with the manticore yesterday? I mean, I know he’s strong but that doesn’t mean that he should just go out looking for trouble.” She then whipped her head to the side. “That pony is just so stubborn and reckless.”
Twilight smirked in response. “Gee, remind you of anypony?”
Rainbow Dash’s eyes snapped open. She then turned around with an annoyed look on her face and grunted in irritation. “Come on, Twilight. Let’s just get going already.”
The four of them then sped off in the direction of the Everfree Forest.
---

When they reached the Everfree Forest, they didn’t hesitate to charge in; not even Fluttershy. When they were all inside the forest, they slowed down and looked around for any signs of Shadowmere.
As they were walking along, Twilight suddenly looked down and saw a bunch of broken twigs and branches all over the path. Twilight lifted up one of the branches with her magic and began examining it. After about five seconds, she dropped the branch on the ground and gasped.
Rainbow Dash looked down at her and asked, “What’s wrong Twilight?”
“These branches,” she responded in a worried tone. “They came from… timberwolves.”
Fluttershy immediately gasped in fright and raised her two front hooves in front of her mouth. “Oh dear.”
Twilight’s expression became serious again. “Come on, girls. Let’s move.” The four of them then started running along the path, with Rainbow Dash flying above them. As they ran, they noticed more and more broken branches and twigs from timberwolves.
After running for about ten seconds, they saw Shadowmere up ahead, surrounded by four timberwolves. When they saw this, they suddenly picked up their speed and ran, in Rainbow Dash’s case, flew faster.
One of the timberwolves pounced towards Shadowmere. He quickly stepped to the side and the timberwolf jumped right into a tree. Another timberwolf jumped at him. This time, Shadowmere turned around and bucked the timberwolf when it came close and shattered it into pieces. He then turned around to face the two remaining timberwolves. This time, they both charged at him at the same time. Shadowmere charged towards them and quickly ran to the side and kicked one into the other, shattering them both. The timberwolf that had jumped into the tree got back up and started quietly creeping towards Shadowmere. When it was right behind him, Shadowmere casually kicked from behind without turning around and knocked its head off. The body then simply fell apart.
After he had defeated all of the timberwolves, the three ponies and Spike finally caught up to him. They all stopped in front of him and started gasping for breath, save for Rainbow Dash. Twilight looked down at the timberwolf’s head at her hooves and then looked up at Shadowmere. She had the same look of disbelief on her face that she had when she first heard of Pinkie Pie’s ‘Pinkie Sense’. Shadowmere then turned around to face them.
When she had regained her breath, Twilight addressed Shadowmere. “Are you okay?”
Shadowmere responded immediately in a simple tone. “I’m fine.”
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief. “That’s a relief. We were so worried that you would get hurt fighting with all of these dangerous creatures.”
Shadowmere looked down at the ground at the mess of branches that were once timberwolves. “These creatures aren’t dangerous. They’re pathetic.”
Twilight was speechless when he said this and her face was blank. Rainbow Dash, however, looked annoyed and angry. She glanced at Twilight and then to Shadowmere. “Hey, didn’t you hear what she said? We were worried about you. I mean, we didn’t know that you were tough enough to take on all these timberwolves by yourself without getting hurt. We were really worried about you. Don’t get me wrong, we’re glad that you’re alright, but don’t you think you should have said something like, ‘I’m sorry that I made you worry’ or something?”
Shadowmere turned to face Rainbow Dash; his normally blank face showed a small bit of confusion, like he wasn’t used to people, or rather ponies, worrying about him. He then turned to face Twilight and said, “I’m sorry I made you worry.”
Twilight smiled. “It’s alright.” She then looked at Fluttershy and Spike standing behind her and then turned back to face Shadowmere. “We should probably leave now before any more monsters show up.”
Shadowmere nodded. “Right.” They then all turned around and started walking towards the entrance of the Everfree Forest.
As they all walked along, Shadowmere looked to his left and noticed Spike walking beside him. “Hey Twilight. Is this that ‘Spike’ you told me about before?”
Twilight, who was walking on his right, turned her head to face him and said, “Yeah, he’s my assistant.”
Spike then closed his eyes and puffed out his chest. “Her number one assistant.”
Twilight rolled her eyes and smiled. Shadowmere, however, never took his eyes off Spike. “I’ve never actually seen a dragon before. I thought that they were just legends.” He then raised his head up in thought. “Then again; I think I remember hearing about dragonlings in Daggerfall.”
Twilight looked back at Shadowmere. “So Shadowmere; have you decided what you’re going to do here in Ponyville?”
Shadowmere snapped out of his thoughts and turned to face Twilight. He then faced forward again. “I’m going to be here for another nine days; then I’ll return to Tamriel.” Twilight looked at him quizzically as she still no idea what Tamriel was. “I hope it’s okay if I stay with you until then.” He briefly glanced over at Rainbow Dash as he spoke.
Twilight smiled back at him. “Of course you can.” Twilight’s expression suddenly changed to a stern and serious expression. “However, I want you to promise me that you won’t wander off into the Everfree Forest again.”
Shadowmere stared back at her and after a few seconds, responded in a straight and simple tone. “I promise.”
Twilight then smiled and faced forward again. Shadowmere soon followed after her. The others behind them all had confused expressions on their faces and all quickly looked between them. The rest of the trek out of the forest was spent in complete silence.
After five minutes of walking in silence, they finally reached the exit. Fluttershy immediately walked away from the group towards her cottage and then turned around to speak to them. “Well, I should probably head home now. I was so caught up in everything that I forgot to feed my animals. I hope that they won’t be too disappointed by the wait.” She then turned back around and happily skipped towards her cottage with a smile on her face.
The others all waved goodbye to her as she left. “Bye Fluttershy. We’ll see you later.” Twilight then lowered her hoof and turned to the side to face the others. “So, what should we do now?”
As if on cue, Shadowmere’s stomach started rumbling. Shadowmere looked down at his stomach in slight embarrassment. “I’m actually pretty hungry after all of that fighting.”
Twilight placed her hoof to her mouth and giggled a bit. “I know; why don’t we all go to Sugarcube Corner? Pinkie probably still has some leftovers from the party last night.”
“Sounds good.” The four of them then headed off in the direction of Sugarcube Corner.
---

When they had all reached Sugarcube Corner, Shadowmere sat down at one of the tables and started eating some of the food that was left over from last night. Twilight, Spike and Rainbow Dash then went over to the counter to speak with Pinkie Pie.
“Wow. I am so, so, so happy to see Shadowmere again,” Pinkie beamed. She suddenly dropped her smile and started tapping her hoof to her chin in thought. “Huh. I’m still trying to come up with a good nickname for him. Shadowy? Marey? This would be a lot easier if he was a mare.”
Rainbow Dash suddenly threw a side glance to Twilight. “Okay, Pinkie Pie’s randomness aside; what are we going to do about Shadowmere? Somepony should probably stay with him to make sure he doesn’t get into any trouble.”
“Good thinking, Rainbow Dash,” Twilight chimed in. “However, I really want to do some research on this, ‘Tamriel’ place that he says he comes from so I can understand more about what he’s like, so I won’t be able to do it.”
Pinkie jumped up in excitement. “Ooh, I’ll do it. I want to do it. Spending an entire day with Shadowmere; oh, it’ll be so much fun.”
Rainbow Dash turned to face Pinkie. “But Pinkie Pie, aren’t you working today?”
Pinkie suddenly went silent for a few seconds and then she smiled again. “Oh yeah, I forgot.” She then started laughing.
Twilight and Rainbow Dash just stared at her and then at each other for a moment and then joined her in a laugh. “Alright then,” Twilight continued. “I’ll head back to the library and start doing some research. Rainbow Dash, you keep an eye on Shadowmere, alright?”
“Right.” Rainbow Dash then gave Twilight a salute.
Twilight giggled a bit at the sight of this. She then turned around and started walking away. “Come on, Spike. Let’s go.”
“Right behind you,” Spike responded and the two of them walked out of the bakery.
Rainbow Dash walked to the side so that the line of ponies behind her could place their orders and Pinkie Pie returned to serving them. She then looked over at Shadowmere, who was still eating. She smiled a little and then walked over to him.
A few minutes later, the door of Sugarcube Corner slammed open and a familiar face walked in. Everypony in the building turned around to see who it was. She had an angry look on her face and she was huffing in anger. She walked forward, pushing the ponies in line out of the way and moved towards the counter.
Pinkie Pie turned around and she smiled when she saw who was there: “Gilda.”
However, Gilda did not respond in kind. She instead grabbed Pinkie by the neck with her claw and pulled her in closer to her face. “So, you remember me, huh?”
Despite the fact that she was being choked, Pinkie still responded in her usual happy manner. “Well of course silly billy; we’re friends”.
This only made Gilda fume in anger even more. “Friends? Friends?! You ruined my friendship with Dash and turned all of Ponyville against me”. She then brought Pinkie’s face right up against hers. “Now I’m gonna make you pay.”
Pinkie suddenly pulled her head back a bit in confusion. She then turned back to face Gilda. “But this is a bakery. You’re supposed to pay.”
Gilda was speechless. She closed her eyes and fumed in anger. She then opened her eyes and roared at Pinkie Pie. “STOP! BEING! SO! STUPID!” She then raised Pinkie over the counter and threw her out the door. Everypony in the queue ducked to the ground as Pinkie Pie flew over them. Gilda then walked over to the door. She stood up on two legs and placed her claws on the door frame. She then looked over at where Pinkie Pie was lying in the street. “Now, it’s payback ti…”
Before she could finish her sentence, she suddenly felt something strike her in the back of the head and sent her flying out the door. She crashed against the wall of the building opposite Sugarcube Corner and fell to the ground. Ponies in the area all stopped what they were doing and turned to face the ruckus that was going on outside Sugarcube Corner.
Gilda quickly got back onto her feet and stood up. “Alright, who did that?” She then looked back at the doorway of Sugarcube Corner and saw a big, brown stallion standing there with his hoof stretched out in front of him. He just stared back at her with an empty face. “And just what do you think you’re doing?” She snarled at him.
Shadowmere lowered his hoof and responded in a straight tone of voice. “What are you doing attacking someone who was just standing there?”
Gilda was a bit surprised by this question. “She ticks me off, that’s why. What’s it to you?” Gilda responded.
Shadowmere closed his eyes briefly and gave a short sigh. “I see now. You’re nothing more than a common bandit, starting a fight for no reason.”
“What did you say to me?!” Gilda shouted. She then pounded her fist into her other claw.
Shadowmere just stared back at her without responding or changing his expression. Suddenly, Rainbow Dash appeared in the door frame behind Shadowmere. “Hey Shadowmere; what’s going on here?”
Gilda’s eyes immediately widened when she saw Rainbow Dash. She then snarled in anger. “So Dash, first you go and get yourself a new best friend and now you’ve gone and gotten yourself a coltfriend too?” She then stuck up her beak at Shadowmere. Gilda harrumphed. “And another annoying earth pony to boot.”
Rainbow Dash immediately jumped when she heard this. She then turned around to face Gilda and just said, “Coltfriend?”
Pinkie Pie stood back up and quickly zipped over to Shadowmere and Rainbow Dash. Gilda closed her eyes and clenched her fists in anger. She then opened her eyes and said with a devilish smile; “Well then, let’s just see how much you like your new friends after I beat them to a pulp.”
Gilda then immediately dashed forward and charged straight at Shadowmere. Shadowmere didn’t react to this at all; he just stood there. When Gilda was close to him, time seemed to slow down for her as she saw that he quickly dodged her at close range simply by moving his head to the side. He then quickly turned around, raised his two back hooves and bucked her right in the stomach.
The force of the blow completely knocked the wind out of her and sent her crashing into the wall of the building across the street… again. There was a collective, “Ooooooohhh,” from the crowd of ponies watching. That looked like it hurt.
She got back up slower than last time, coughing and trying to catch her breath. She looked back up at Shadowmere, who had just lowered his hooves and turned back around to face her. “You think that I’m just gonna give up after two lucky shots?!” Gilda shouted at him. She then started panting some more. “I’m only just getting started!”
Shadowmere responded by walking down the steps of Sugarcube Corner. Gilda then reared back and charged at him once again. She ran towards him this time instead of flying and as she was closing in on him, Shadowmere quickly jumped out of the way and grabbed her wing in his mouth as she moved passed him. He then turned around, raised his back hoof and kicked her in the opposite direction. However, because he was holding on to her, she didn’t go flying off. He then pulled her back, pulled his head backwards so that her wing was now stretched out in front of him, raised his front hoof and punched her in the wing, completely severing the nerves in her wing. Gilda screamed out in pain as this happened. Shadowmere then whipped his head back and threw her away. She tumbled several times as she hit the ground and finally came to rest in the middle of the street.
Gilda tried to lift herself back up but she just didn’t have the energy. Shadowmere then started slowly walking over to her. As he walked, he started scanning the ground for something and eventually picked up a sharp stone with his mouth. “Let’s finish this.”
Gilda’s eyes immediately widened in fear as she saw this. She suddenly got some of her energy back and she pulled herself up on her two front claws. “Whoa, whoa, whoa, wait a minute,” she said frantically. “What are trying to do, kill me?” She spoke with real fear in her voice.
“That’s right. Cowards should die.” He then crept closer and closer to where Gilda was.
Gilda was now afraid for her life. She raised her left claw up to her face in some small hope of avoiding what was to come. Suddenly, Rainbow Dash flew to Shadowmere’s side and placed her hoof on his shoulder. “Shadowmere, that’s enough. I know she’s a total jerk but you don’t have to go that far.”
Shadowmere turned his head around to look at Rainbow Dash. Seeing that he was distracted, Gilda quickly dashed towards him and when she was right in front of him, she raised her claw to strike. Shadowmere turned back around just in time to be scratched across the face by her razor sharp talons. The force of the strike caused him to drop the rock in his mouth and he closed his eyes. He now had a large, bloody scratch right down the front of his face. Everypony watching gasped in surprise at this. Gilda smiled with devilish satisfaction.
However, the very next second, Shadowmere opened his eyes and as quickly as it had appeared, his cut started healing itself. After just three seconds, it was completely gone and it left no evidence that it was even there, except for one drop of blood that had already been squeezed out. The crowd was completely speechless at the sight of this. This pony had instantly regenerated a bad injury.
Gilda pulled her head back in disbelief. Her devilish smile had faded and she had gone back to fearing for her life. Shadowmere then turned his head back to face her and took one step forward. Gilda immediately scurried backwards as fast as she could until she hit the wall of the building that she had already been hit into twice already. Gilda was so afraid that she struggled to speak. “Wh-wh-what are you?”
Shadowmere didn’t respond; he just continued looking at her with an expressionless face and took another step towards her. Rainbow Dash then placed her hoof on his shoulder again to stop him. “Shadowmere, just let it go.” She then turned to face Gilda with a look of annoyance and disappointment on her face. “She’s not worth it. Girl’s like her never are.”
Shadowmere looked at Rainbow Dash and then he turned back to look at Gilda. “Go on; get out of here.”
Gilda looked back at Shadowmere and Rainbow Dash. She then turned around and flew into the air and flew away as quickly as she could on her broken wing. The ponies in the area all stood there silently and simply watched as she left. As she was flying away, only one thought came to her mind: “Boy, I am so done with ponies.”
---

“No! No! No!” Twilight screamed as she repeatedly pounded her hoof against the big book that was laid out in front of her. She then moved her face in close to examine the book more closely. “I just don’t understand. I’ve looked over every inch of this map of Equestria and I can’t find any place called Tamriel.” She pulled her head away from the book again. “I also haven’t found a single reference to anything called ‘The Dark Brotherhood’ in any of my history books.” Her expression then changed from confusion to one of annoyance and she pouted in anger. She then screamed out, “And what in Equestria is an assassin?!” while she waved her hooves in the air.
Spike was currently at the top of a ladder on the other side of the room putting several books away. He then moved to address Twilight while he was still putting the books back on the shelves. “Well, maybe Shadowmere’s not from Equestria. I mean, when you guys first found him, he didn’t know where he was or even who Princess Celestia was.”
Twilight calmed down from her little rant and started to ponder this possibility. “I don’t know, Spike. I’ve never heard of ponies from outside of Equestria before.” She then placed her hoof to her chin. “Then again, ponies don’t really know much about the world beyond Equestria. I mean, there’s the Griffin Kingdom to the east and the Dragon Continent to the south-east, but beyond that, ponies don’t really know much about the outside world.” Twilight then perked up a bit. “But it’s worth a try.” She then turned to Spike, closed her eyes, placed her hoof over her chest and smiled. “Spike, bring me the world atlas.”
Spike let out a sigh. He then slid down the ladder and walked over to get the world atlas. It was a huge book about twice as big as he was. He carried it on his back and was barely able to support its weight with his whole body. He walked slowly over to Twilight and when he was right next to her, he collapsed under the weight of the book.
Twilight looked down at him briefly and smiled. “Thank you, Spike.” She then lifted the atlas with her magic and placed it on the stand in front of her, replacing the map of Equestria she had open. Spike then stood back up, dusted himself off and sighed again. He then returned to putting the books back on the shelves.
Twilight used her magic and started flipping through the pages of the massive book in front of her. She took a quick glance at each of the pages that she passed as she searched for the area she was looking for. “Tamriel? Tamriel? T? T?” As she looked through the book, a smile began forming on her face; not just because she was about to learn more about this mysterious pony she met, but also because she was now studying an area that she hasn’t studied before. She quickly let out a squee of delight and returned to her research. Unfortunately for her, she would never find what she was looking for.
To be continued…
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