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		Description

It was not that long ago that Sunset Shimmer was crowned a new princess of Equestria. Her mentor, Princess Celestia believes she is ready to be a leader and has proven on multiple occasions she is the true Princess of Friendship. Sunset is quite unsure herself but with her friends alongside her, she's sure she will prevail. 
"Doesn't this story sound familiar?..I know it does to me.."
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Wow, I got featured again! Featured 6/27/2021
My story has now been judged for the contest and ranked so I’ve turned off comments now. I’m not interested in having to listen to more drama. This story will be continued with better explanation to it then this one-shot because I see it’s problems and I think it deserves better but that’s about it. Please respect my decision.
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“Wow, this castle sure does look awfully smaller on the outside.” Sunset said.
“What do you mean? Did you see how tall it was when we arrived by the train?” Spike replied.
“It’s tall but it’s not very wide. I’m surprised it can fit so many rooms and hallways within it. Besides, who needs this many bathrooms anyways?” Sunset gestured to a row of bathrooms as they passed through a hallway. “Does Princess Cadance eat tacos often?”
“Tacos?” Spike laughed. “I doubt princesses eat tacos. I bet they eat super fancy foods that are about the size of an ant!” 
“Now that’s just crazy. If that’s true, I think I’d rather return my crown.” 
Sunset and Spike laughed to each other as they trotted to their guest room within the Empire. After their long journey to the Empire, Princess Celestia had told Sunset and her friends to rest for the night. Sunset was thankful for this and she could tell the others were as well. More specifically Pinkie Pie who after jumping around so much on the train ride was barely able to walk herself to her room. Sunset had to help her out a bit as the pink pony muttered things about coconuts and cookies in her half asleep state. 
However, as much as she was relieved to head to bed, Sunset was also worried for herself. It had only been a few weeks ago since Sunset was given wings and a crown and she was already attending her first Princess Summit. It all felt like a dream that went by so quickly and she wasn’t so sure she was ready for all the new responsibilities she would have to fulfill now as princess. Was she good enough for this?
“Actually, that isn’t very far-fetched.” Sunset suddenly said, unpacking her things in her and Spike’s new room.
“What do you mean?” Spike asked.
“Well..What if I..Wanted to return my crown? And you know..Resign from princess. I mean, not like I want to right this second but..As an option perhaps?”
“Sunset, you can’t just do that. It hasn’t even been that long and Princess Celestia would be really disappointed if you just up and dropped everything after she just made you a princess. Not only her but our friends as well.”
“I know..I’m just having second thoughts, that’s all.” Sunset levitated her crown out of her bag, staring at it.
“Don’t worry about it too much. I’m sure if you're struggling the princesses will be more than happy to lend a hoof. But for right now, you should just try and relax. Besides, if you stress yourself all night you won’t get a good rest!” 
“When do I ever get a good rest?” Sunset laughed.
“Well, no harm in trying right?” Spike replied, climbing into a small bed on the floor beside Sunset’s bed.
“Yeah..I suppose so.”
Sunset rested her crown on a small bedside table before climbing into bed. She seemed to have a hard time trying to get comfortable as she adjusted her wings, trying to get them to comfortably rest on her sides. She groaned out of frustration as she could hear Spike snickering from the floor at her struggling. She only rolled her eyes and continued to fix her wings until they finally stayed down. 
She used her magic to turn off the nearby lamp as the room filled with complete darkness except for the illumination of the moon in the window. With her wings finally settled, she sighed and closed her eyes, letting her body relax and try to drift to sleep. 
Spike seemed to have it much easier than her as she suddenly heard his loud snoring coming from the floor beside her bed. She knew that it wasn’t just her brand new wings that had been keeping her up because she had trouble sleeping even before she was promoted to princess. She considered going to Princess Luna about it but she wasn’t really all that familiar with her yet and as odd as it was to say, she was sort of terrified of the princess. 
Sunset tossed and turned for awhile before she finally gave up on sleeping and carefully crept out of bed. She made sure to not wake up Spike as she stepped out into the hall and shut the door behind her. 
With all the lights turned out in the castle and mostly everypony asleep, it was a rather creepy sight. Especially since the castle was made of crystal and every little light reflected off them making strange shapes on the walls. Sunset almost felt like she was in a horror movie and it made her feel incredibly uneasy being out here alone. Or so she thought..
“Who’s there?!”
Sunset jumped, startled by the sudden voice and the flash of a light in her face as she shielded her eyes with one hoof. She squinted at the bright light and saw that it was only one of the Crystal Empire’s guards on duty who was shining a particularly bright flashlight spell in her face.
“S-Sunset Shimmer?..” Sunset replied.
“Princess Sunset Shimmer? My deepest apologies, your highness. I thought you were an intruder that got into the castle.” The guard pony apologized, immediately bowing to Sunset’s hooves.
“It’s okay. It is pretty quiet and dark around here..I can understand why you’d be cautious.”
“My princess, allow me to escort you through the castle so I may ensure your safety.”
“No, no, it’s okay. I’ll be alright on my own. Besides, I have the magic to defend myself. Thanks for the offer though.”
The guard simply nodded and resumed their duty of watching the hallway. Sunset breathed a sigh as she trotted past, leaving the guest room hall. She was rather relieved that the guard listened to her and didn’t follow her like they offered. The thought of a guard hanging over her shoulder while she had a small stroll around the castle made her rather uncomfortable. It just wasn’t natural at all.
Once she made her way out of the hall, the space opened up into a more circular shape. It appeared she had made her way to the center of the castle through the darkness which was a bit of an accomplishment to Sunset since she barely knew her way around. However, it wasn’t exactly what Sunset was searching for..What was she searching for? It was like all her thoughts had drifted away within that moment and she wasn’t quite sure what she wanted at the moment. 
She stared at the reflections of the moonlight bouncing off the crystal walls as she quietly shifted her wings. Her gaze was lost within the shiny material like she was being hypnotized by it. 
A glass shattering noise sounded behind Sunset, startling her from her trance within the crystal. She looked behind her in confusion, seeing nothing out of the ordinary.
“What was that?..” She mumbled.
She turned around and tried to remember what direction she heard the noise come from and began to quietly trot in that direction. She was trying her best to not alert any more guards. She was a princess so she could get away with sneaking around like this but she didn’t want any other guards offering to follow her around and protect her.
After walking for a while, she was met with a door that was open just a tiny bit, allowing a mysterious blue light to pour out onto the floor below it. Sunset looked left and right to make sure nopony was looking and pushed open the door with her hoof. 
Her mouth fell open when she found herself in a small back room of the castle. There were small antique vases placed on shelves, likely passed down throughout the ages and interesting paintings on the walls. What was most interesting though was a large horseshoe shaped mirror in the back of the room. It seemed to be the source of the strange blue glow as it softly illuminated the room with its ocean blue center. It was almost like staring into water itself.
Sunset cautiously trotted up to it and stared at her reflection, It was just a mirror yet she was so curious of it and interested. All mirrors had the capability to show yourself your own reflection so she didn’t quite understand what was so interesting about it. Why was there just a mirror sitting in a backroom gathering dust anyways? It didn’t make much sense. 
“Yikes, I really need to brush my mane when I get back.” Sunset grimaced, stroking her mane with her hoof.
Her eyes widened when she noticed her reflection started to blur and wave around, quite like water. Her red and yellow mane began to warp and change into a straight dark blue mane with a pink and purple streak in it. Her face and body also turned to a light purple color as her wings disappeared off her back. She backed up, gripping her actual mane with her one hoof as she frantically looked at it and then the reflection in the mirror, unsure if she actually was transforming. 
“W-What’s going on?..” Sunset asked worriedly.
By now, her old reflection had changed into a whole other pony that wasn’t herself. A light purple unicorn with dark purple eyes looked back at her from the mirror with an angry expression. Sunset couldn’t quite tell if this pony was real and if she could actually see her but she was mostly startled by what just happened. 
“Um..Hello?..” Sunset said.
The pony started to warp and change just like the mirror once did before and it reverted back to being Sunset’s reflection again. Sunset looked hard into the mirror, making sure that truly was her reflection and not the other pony.
“Who in Equestria was that?..That for sure wasn’t me. I’ve never seen a mirror do that before..Maybe I should tell Princess Celestia.”
Sunset gazed into the mirror for a little while longer before she finally decided that she would tell the princess about the strange occurrence.
She galloped out of the room, not bothering to be quiet at this point. This could possibly be an emergency and if it was, she didn’t have time to be sneaking around and keeping her presence secret. It would probably be best if most of the guards were alerted by her noise anyways. 
“Oof!”
Sunset was suddenly shoved hard in the side, almost losing her balance. She was able to catch herself on her hooves as she looked straight ahead of her to see a pony in a dark cloak racing to the guest rooms, right where she was headed.
“Hey, stop!” Sunset called out.
The cloaked pony didn’t listen and quickened their pace. Sunset resorted to using her magic as she teleported in front of the pony instead. They bumped into her as Sunset and the pony went tumbling to the ground. Sunset felt the weight of the other pony pressing onto her back as she grit her teeth, not used to so much weight on top of her.
“Why are you trying to stop me? This doesn’t even concern you!” The pony shouted.
“But it does..You were trying to go after my friends weren’t you?..” Sunset asked, attempting to lift herself up underneath the other pony.
“I don’t care about your friends. I don’t even know who they are!”
Sunset finally lifted the pony off her and stood on her own four hooves. Upon doing so, she noticed a lock of dark blue hair with pink and purple streaks slip out from underneath the pony’s cloak and her eyes widened. 
“You’re that unicorn from the mirror!” Sunset exclaimed.
“You shouldn’t know that..You shouldn’t know any of this. Let me leave.” The unicorn said sternly as her horn glowed a pink color, threatening Sunset with her magic.
“Wait! There’s no need for you to do this. I just want to know what you’re doing here.” 
The mare sneered and attempted to gallop towards the guest room hall again as her cloak flew behind her, exposing her cutie mark. A large pink star with five other little stars around it. Sunset quickly used her magic to stop the unicorn in place.
“Please, just stop for a second! Why won’t you just listen?”
“I’ve always had to listen! Nopony ever heard me when I tried to speak, so why should I?!”
“I want to listen to you but you won’t give me the chance!”
“You’re lying..You’re all fake, every last one of you! You all don’t care about how I feel. You only pretend for the sake of yourselves!”
“Who does?”
The unicorn suddenly stopped fighting and dropped to the floor. Small sobs emitted from her as Sunset gently let her go. She barely even knew this pony yet she felt an ache in her heart for her. She wanted to help her but she didn’t quite know how.
Sunset sat down on the floor beside her, folding her ears. “I just want to help you. You don’t have to tell me anything you don’t want to but I really would like to help you if I can.”
The mare lifted her head slowly and wiped away her tears. She refused to look Sunset in the eyes but she seemed willing to at least speak.
“I was supposed to be Princess Celestia’s student..But..She didn’t want me.” The mare’s shoulders lowered.
“Didn’t want you?..What do you mean?”
“You were her student. She cherishes you more than anything. I was just a mere unicorn trying to take a place that wasn’t mine..I worked so hard for it but it meant nothing in the end. There was somepony better than me..”
“Wait, you know me?” Sunset’s eyes widened.
“Of course I do. I always saw you by her side.”
Sunset furrowed her brow as she suddenly took the mare’s arm quickly. And just like that, her gift of being able to see into the mind of others was unleashed as she was transported into the past of the mare’s memories.
She found herself in a classroom full of unicorns chatting and casting spells together, trying to perfect their magic. There were books sprawled across tables and desks and all kinds of exotic plants hanging from the ceilings. She definitely recognized this as her old classroom where she first started after being accepted into Celestia’s magic school. It was strange being here after so long.
“Twilight, this is a really difficult spell to master on your own. It really would be best if you found a partner for this project.”
Sunset turned around at the sound of her mentor’s voice as she saw the Princess talking to the same unicorn who she was just with at the Crystal Empire. 
“I’m sure I can do it on my own. I’ve tackled hard spells before!” Twilight replied confidently.
“I’m glad to see you working hard and taking your school seriously but you should make some time to have fun yourself too. Your whole life won’t just be studying and reading books.”
“I know it won’t but that doesn’t mean I won’t try and make it my life!” Twilight giggled as she trotted off back to her own table.
Sunset could see a noticeable amount of concern in Princess Celestia’s face as the princess watched the unicorn from afar. She seemed worried about Twilight’s obsession with books and studying. It reminded Sunset of her old view of ponies before she met her friend’s in Ponyville.
She heard the soft trotting of hooves as Sunset saw her old unicorn self trotting into the room up to Princess Celestia with a particularly big smile on her face. She saw herself levitating a bouquet of lilacs behind her as Sunset could even smell them even though this was just a memory.
“I was able to find some lilacs for this afternoon’s lesson, Princess Celestia!” Past Sunset announced proudly.
“That’s wonderful, Sunset. You can place them on my desk over there.”
The proud unicorn placed the lilacs on Celestia’s desk before leaving the classroom to do some other task. Present Sunset watched as she saw Twilight watching the whole thing with a bit of jealousy. It was only for a few moments before the unicorn returned to her studies but Sunset could definitely start to see where this was going.
The scenery suddenly changed as all the desks and tables faded away and were replaced with a hallway within the school. The hallway was empty except for Princess Celestia and Twilight who seemed to be having a serious conversation alone.
“I worked so hard but you didn’t even consider me..You saw how hard I was working.”
“Twilight, it wasn’t just my choice. I may own this school but I also have to keep in mind the opinions of the other teachers and staff here. They saw Sunset Shimmer’s performance and potential and chose for her to be given the award. That doesn’t mean your hard work meant nothing.”
“But..It wasn’t enough.” Twilight lowered her head, looking down sadly.
The scenery changed a third time as it seemed to be outside Canterlot Castle. Dusk had fallen and the glow of the many lights in Canterlot illuminated the city. Sunset stared up at the shining moon in the sky, the same dark shadow of a mare was within it that she had seen years ago.
“Twilight, wait!” 
Sunset heard Princess Celestia call out as Twilight threw open the doors of the castle. The unicorn ran right through Sunset and down the stairs, ignoring Celestia’s calls for her to come back.
“I’m not coming back! I’m done trying for a dream that I’ll never reach!”
She watched as Twilight disappeared into the distance as the memory suddenly faded away and disappeared. She found herself in the dark room of the Crystal Empire with the present Twilight now, her hoof still around her arm. 
“What are you doing?!” Twilight swatted Sunset’s hoof away.
“Twilight..Twilight Sparkle. That’s your name! I remember now. You were also chosen to go to Princess Celestia’s school and you were also really good at magic!” Sunset said excitedly.
“W-What?..How did you..What did you-”
“Look, I can explain it after but..I know what happened. I saw what happened and I’m really sorry that things didn’t go the way you wanted. But I do know that Princess Celestia does care about you and always wanted to see you succeed.”
“No she didn’t. If she did she would have shown it. She wanted you as her student..Not me. Seeing as you're a princess now, she really did choose..”
“She never chose anypony. You ran away and she tried to stop you..She tried to make you see that she cared about you. She just wanted the best for you and for you to be happy. If you stuck around, I’m sure she would have taken you under her wing too.” 
“How are you so sure that’s how it would have gone? You don’t know everything about her. She hides many secrets.”
“Well, so do we. Princess Celestia might have not done everything right but she’s a caring pony and I’m sure you know that too. We can’t always make the best decisions but we can change their outcomes.”
Sunset held out her hoof to Twilight, smiling warmly at her. “And I want to change this outcome. I want to be your friend and help you. Princess Celestia would be more than happy to welcome you back as well I’m sure. You just have to give her a chance.”
Twilight stared down at Sunset’s hoof unsure. 
“But what if the same thing happens again..”
“It won’t, I’ll make sure of it.”
Twilight folded her ears as her eyes filled with tears. Sunset put her hoof away and instead wrapped her arms around Twilight, hugging her tightly. Twilight sobbed loudly as Sunset rubbed her back. 
A few moments after, the two could hear somepony trotting behind them as they both let go of each other. Princess Celestia was quietly approaching them, a look of surprise and curiosity on her face. Twilight immediately flinched at her and backed up, seeming to be frightened of her.
“It’s okay, she won’t hurt you.” Sunset attempted to reassure Twilight.
“I-I..”
“Twilight? What are you doing here?” 
Twilight suddenly got up and galloped away from them in the other direction. 
“Twilight, no!” Sunset shouted.
She began to chase after Twilight through the dark halls, trying to keep up with her. It was happening all over again. Twilight was running away and somepony was chasing after her. She didn’t want this to happen again. She couldn’t lose Twilight. 
“Please, you don’t have to leave!”
Sunset’s eyes widened when she noticed Twilight was headed straight for the room the blue mirror was. She tried to quicken her pace but Twilight already made her way in there before her. 
“Twilight, don’t do it!”
She came to a screeching stop when she noticed Twilight standing in front of the mirror, the unicorn’s waving reflection staring back at her. Twilight’s hoof touched the mirror as it glowed brightly, disappearing into the mirror momentarily. 
“You don’t have to do this..You can still turn back from this.”
Twilight turned around and looked at Sunset with a sad smile as tears streamed down her face.
“You know..I probably could. But I don’t think anypony would want me to.”
Twilight walked into the mirror and with a bright flash, she disappeared into the mirror. Sunset’s legs gave out and she dropped to the floor as tears fell down her face. 


“I’m sorry..Twilight.”
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