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An ancient creature finds her way into Equestria looking for vengeance on the Lord of Chaos. Both are in for big surprises.
This story takes place a while after "The last problem".
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		The visitor with a question (Single Chapter Alternative)



Since discord had become Fluttershy's mate, he had grown accustomed to using the front door to enter the house. He'd still teleport to leave all the time, but leaving and arriving had very different unspoken connotations. But Discord's biggest motivation was that despite pretending to look unphased, Fluttershy was many times scared by the sudden intrusions, easy to tell by the beating pace of her heart, which slowly started to worry Discord as she got older. Now, when coming home, he would teleport a few feet from the house and walk to the door.
That day, Discord entered his home after inhaling some air to sing "Honeeeey... I'm hooooome!", but before he could a visage made the air stuck in his throat. A creature as tall as he was, with a huge coating of tar black fur, black eyes with blue irises and a slender body. A black giant fox to put it simply. Fluttershy sat in front of it, clearly uncomfortable as the fox seemed delighted in brushing her pink mane, so much so that the fox only realized Discord's presence after the pony did.
"Welcome home, Discord." Fluttershy said with an usual smile as if despite her discomfort, nothing was really wrong. The fox gazed at Discord, she looked surprised at first but she quickly gave him the public dominion evil smirk, a grim that went from ear to ear and squinting eyes.
"Discord, old friend! You look so different, I almost didn't recognize you after all these years! I love your new form though, it goes very well with your chaotic motif."
Discord looked annoyed. Discord was surprised, not threatened in the slightest. Ever confident in his power he barely had a reason to.
"You'll have to excuse me, miss. I do not seem to recall the one clearly evil creature holding my beloved hostage in front of me."
"Discord!" Gasped Fluttershy after hearing his remarks. The creature did indeed look out of the ordinary but it had been nothing but kind to her, despite the creature's clear disregard for personal space and boundaries. Fluttershy was happy to indulge the fox, seeing how easily glad she became.
The fox put the brush down on the table and smiled even further at discord, clearly exposing her teeth and canines.
"Oh, Discord. I never thought I would hear you of all creatures calling someone evil. Today has been so full of surprises, I love it. I can't believe you got such a delightful little pony as a wife, I could never hurt such a kind creature."
Discord crossed his arms and maintained his expression of mistrust as he watched the fox stroking his beloved mane.
"I never took you for liking cute things, If I knew we had that in common I would have found you so much sooner. I supposed opposites do attract each other after all." She held Fluttershy closer in a tight yet unharmful hug, rubbing her face on Fluttershy's mane. "What did you see in him, Darling? This certainly can't be real love. Is he holding your friends as hostages? Or maybe he poisoned you and is using the cure as leverage to keep you here?" Before Fluttershy could answer, the fox quickly glanced at Discord now addressing him. "Discord, that's low even for you. How could you take advantage of such an innocent creature?"
Discord became madder by the second, dark thoughts began to cloud his mind.
"Now now, it's okay, Discord. She doesn't know you're good now."
Fluttershy's gentle voice snapped him out of his state as he looked at her and saw her calmly smiling.
"Discord? Good? He's the Lord of Chaos, Darling. Surely you can't be serious."
"Oh, but I am. He's been reformed for a while now, and I admit, he stumbled a few times along the way but he always had a good heart, all he needed was for somepony to believe in that. I assure you, once you get to know him it's hard not to love him." Fluttershy blushed as she spoke and looked at Discord, who looked back at her with a gentle smile and almost tearful eyes. The fox was appalled and quickly moved her eyes to gaze between the two apparent lovers. Fluttershy quickly continued her speech. "Not everyone gets it but he's really funny and makes me laugh all the time, he is so very kind not only to me but to others as well, despite always trying not to show it. I love talking with him, he's always interested in whatever I have to say and he is always talking about something interesting, he's quite smart and knowledgeable too, despite hiding that fact whenever he's not serious. No pony is perfect but... I wouldn't change a thing about him and I certainly can't imagine a life without him."
Discord's eye's were in the brink of becoming a teary waterfall and he heard Fluttershy speech, his ears flopped down, his smile as big as it could be and both his hands held together in front of it.
"Oh, my dear Fluttershy. After all these years you can still melt my old ice heart with ease. You're the best thing that ever happened to me."
"I... you.. I..." The fox stumbled for words as Discord grinned from ear to ear, after seeing her surprised expression, whomever she was she just got Flutter-served.
"Fluttershy, I knew women can control men very easily but you lassoed chaos itself. You absolutely must teach me your ways! So far I could only seduce males with magic, which seem to make them twice as dumb as they already are, it always ends up in my disappointment. Will you take me as your student?"
Now it was Discord who was appalled once again. Was that an offense to him or a praise to Fluttershy, he wondered bewildered.
"Oh, it's nothing like that, I don't control him or anything and I don't think I do anything different that I could teach you but if you want I can... wait, did you say you seduced males with magic?"
"I did, many times. It's easy, I can teach you if you want."
"Alright, that's enough of whatever this is, whomever you claim to be. You tortured poor Fluttershy enough, time to go. If you have a beef with me that's fine but I cannot express the world of pain that will befall you should you involve her in such a thing."
"Discord! I told you it's okay, Carmilla is not evil, she didn't hurt me and I don't think she would. I'm sure you two can work out any issues you had before."
"Carmilla? Fluttershy, she just said she uses magic to seduce creatures!"
"Well... Everyone makes mistakes, you made that mistake before, maybe you could show her why it's wrong."
"What?! I’ve never seduced anyone!"
"You..! Uh... I meant... I was talking about using magic on other creatures' part." Fluttershy blushed and averted his gaze from Discord, who also blushed heavily after her remark. Both stayed silent, the fox now identified as Carmilla, was the one to break the silence. She had a saddened or apathetic expression now, she returned to stroking Fluttershy's mane very slowly and delicately, she seemed to truly be taking solace in that act as she looked down to avoid any eye contact.
"I'm afraid it's he's right, Fluttershy. I don't take pride in it but... I cannot deny it. Saying I'm evil is not a lie. I wasn't always though, I used to be a very good creature. I was arrogant, selfish and a fool, but like you said about Discord, I had a good heart. I wasn't afraid to show it though, and many believed in me, many trusted me with their lives."
Fluttershy hadn't moved an inch since Carmilla started talking, she was surprised but was unable to decide whether or not she was in danger. Her thoughts were suspended by a drop of water that touched her cheek, lightly startling her, and then her eye caught the sign of another drop, and another, and another, and Carmilla had stopped stroking her mane and now used her paws to lightly hug her. Fluttershy tried to look at her, she could get a full view of her face but she saw enough to confirm the legitimacy of her tears.
"I failed them all, Fluttershy. It hurt so much. It hurt that I failed them, that I loved them, that I missed them. After all that pain I started to become numb to it, I only had hatred and a goal in me. I thought I couldn't be hurt again, but after all this time, I found the one who put me in this path in the first place, living happily in such a beautiful world. I thought he was obviously messing with me, trying to make me angry in some effort to further mock me, but I didn't let it happen. But he truly doesn't even remember who I am, he was able to hurt me again. He's staring silently at me but I can hear his laughter as clear as day."
Silence overtook the room once more, Fluttershy felt bad for Carmilla but she was openly declaring her hatred for Discord, who in turn readied his finger for a snap. Carmilla let go of Fluttershy to use the back of paws to take off the tears in her eyes and tried to smile.
"Don't worry, sweet Fluttershy, I would never hurt you for something he did. I've caused enough pain to others in his name and it was all in vain. Neither I nor him can change the past I'm afraid. I'm sorry Fluttershy but he must atone for those actions as much I do. I... don't know how though. If I hurt him, I'll hurt you and..."
Carmilla's expression suddenly changed as she looked at Discord's angry face. Her evil grimace was visible to Discord once more. Discord felt fear, he was intimidated by the fox successfully and it made him angrier than he had been in thousands of years.
"That's it! Begone, I'll deal with you soon enough, whatever your name was." Discord snapped his fingers and nothing happened. Fluttershy was about to intervene but was caught off guard by that. Discord snapped his fingers again and nothing happened. He didn't need to snap fingers to use his magic, but he found that at that moment, he couldn't use his magic at all. He looked at Carmilla and was about to question her, in his usual arrogant manner, how she was preventing his magic, but instead was frozen with fear as Fluttershy looked at him with confusion as she still stood within the grasp of the fox.
"Say, Fluttershy. You knew Discord was the Lord of Chaos all along right? You know about his immortality right?"
"Uh.. Well... Nopony ever said anything out loud but I guess we all assumed as much after all that we've been through. Why do you ask? You're not planning on hurting him are you? I know that you think you're evil but no evil creature would-"
"And unlike him you're mortal right? I mean, don't get me wrong, you're beautiful as they come but I can tell when a creature has been around for a while."
"Well... I suppose I am but... but I don't mind it at all, It's just how nature is."
Discord somehow could tell she wouldn't hurt Fluttershy, but still his fear wouldn't go away. He could only think in one course of action.
"Look, you win. I yield, I'll do whatever you say just leave her alone." The fox looked at him but ignored his words.
"But what about us, Fluttershy? Although I'm certain me and Discord can be killed somehow, it wouldn't be an easy task and I think it would hardly involve nature at all."
Fluttershy never saw Discord like that, she wasn't at all afraid of Carmilla at this point, but even though she felt bad for her, Fluttershy wasn't happy to see her mate psychologically tortured like that, even if he was guilty. Fluttershy could see him getting more scared with each passing second, she'd never seen Discord so nervous, breathing so fast.
"Discord is naturally immortal, if you're like him and I guess you are as well. It's part of your nature being immortal as it is mine to...uh... pass away at some point."
She smiled at Discord, happy with her response, she was trying to comfort him somehow. He didn't get it, he thought Fluttershy was about to do something reckless.
"Carmilla, right?! You've made your point, you won, I'm begging you, I promise I'll do anything you tell me to for as long as you want, just leave Fluttershy out of it, it's me you want right?"
"I'm not enjoying this as much as I thought I would, Fluttershy. It feels somewhat pointless and I imagine you're not into seeing him like this so I'm feeling a little guilty. I take that this must be one of the few times in his life he ever felt helpless. How does it feel, Discord?"
"Not great, but you're wrong, I felt helpless plenty of times, and even though disappointing those I love hurts way more than this, this certainly gets the blue medal for fear."
"What are you afraid of exactly, Discord. Can you be more clear?"
"It!... Wasn't I... I.. I'm afraid you'll hurt Fluttershy."
Fluttershy simply got up and slowly went towards Discord, hugging him tightly. Discord responded to the hug without restraints, he was probably never so glad to hold her in her arms. She made him much calmer, he looked at the fox who still had a grim on her face, albeit less evil. The fox didn't even try to stop Fluttershy at all, she just stood there and let her, but the situation had hardly changed, if anything they were both hostages of hers.
"Did you ever wonder how he's gonna feel or what he's gonna do once you're gone, Fluttershy?" Carmilla asked with a saddened expression, which caught Fluttershy by surprise, she was ready to give an angry retort and was not expecting to be met by said look. The fox was toying with them, with Discord more specifically but Fluttershy couldn't help but empathize with a creature that was clearly hurt. This creature wasn't at all like Sombra, Chrysalis or Tyrek, if anything she was more like... Discord. Upon such realization she felt even more empathy towards her. She finally gave the fox an answer.
"It always crosses my mind one time or another... but I always try to ignore those thoughts, I guess I really didn't want to face that."
Fluttershy looked at Discord with teary eyes and a forced smile. "Fluttershy...?" Discord asked her in confusion.
"Are you gonna be okay?" Fluttershy's smile quickly turned into a frown as tears escaped her eyes with increasing intensity as the time passed.
"Fluttershy, that's... You don't even have to worry about that, please."
"Are you gonna be okay?" She insisted, now trying not to sob.
"Fluttershy, please. That's such a long time from now it's not even-" Discord couldn't help but start crying as well, he tried hard not to, he didn't want Fluttershy to see him like that.
"You know...it's...not that far...Rarity already-" Fluttershy sobbed between words until she couldn't talk anymore, crying unhinged now.
Something awoke in Discord upon seeing her like this. Suddenly he mustered the courage not only to look at her, but he stared at her with a gentle smile for a few seconds. Fluttershy visibly calmed down because of it. Discord used his big paw to wipe a tear off her face.
"You'll always be in my heart, Fluttershy. If you die... and If you die before me, whenever that may be, it'll be the worst day of my life guaranteed... But you'll never leave my heart, so I'll never go back to my old ways if that's what you're concerned about, somehow you'll always be alive to judge me or guilt me into doing whatever you think it's best because you know I can't ever disappoint you again. So no, I'm not gonna be okay because Fluttershy will always be there to stop me from having fun, happy now, you old mare?"
Discord crossed his arms and looked away, blushing. Fluttershy couldn't help it and started to giggle and soon enough it turned to a full laughter, she snorted and even cried a bit, only stopped after the need for air became too great and even then she had a little trouble stopping. Discord looked away trying to hide a smile.
"Oh Discord..." Fluttershy cleaned the tears out of her eyes. "I think I need you more than you need me these days. Sorry for having to first but I'm sure you'll be alright. You're right, I'll never leave you and I'll make sure you'll always have a friend by your side, even if that friend is very mad at you right now." Fluttershy pointed her hoof to Carmilla, making Discord see the slightly surprised fox with tear trails on her face, he knew what Fluttershy wanted him to do. He approached the table where the fox was sitting and sat on the other side. He groaned loudly before letting out a sigh and looking straight at her.
"Look, I clearly did many terrible things but it's like you said, I can't change the past. I don't remember how I hurt you specifically but for you to do this... I'm sure it was something bad...very bad. I... I'm sorry, I really am. I'm trying to atone for my past by helping whomever I can whenever I can, even though that atonement will probably never come it's the only thing I can do. If there's any way I can make it up it to you or the ones I've hurt, I'll do it, if still not enough and you want to punish me somehow, that's fine too as long as you don't hurt the ones I care about, and you don't have to forgive me ever, I probably don't deserve it and you probably can't... There's no easy way out and... who knows how many like you are out there. I... I... just... "
Fluttershy was flabbergasted by Discord's speech, she was expecting him to just apologize. Carmilla listened to his words and took a while before answering.
"That's so disappointing..."
"What?" Discord quickly retorted with shock.
"I want you to be the villainous maniac that ruined my life, not this... remorseful sack of meat that's trying to atone and have a family."
"Was all that... You were just trying to make me evil again? What did you expect-"
"Do you have any idea how much time I spent training my magic, looking for you? I expected to have a huge clash, I was actually so afraid of you that I was planning to use your wife as a shield! And after meeting her I was afraid you'll just kill her without any remorse like the maniac you were. I was expecting the Lord of Chaos to really care about his pony wife? Do you hear how stupid that sounds? And yet true, which I'm still not sure it was for the best or not. In the end you couldn't even use magic in my presence."
"Wait... you didn't use a spell to stop me? A hex? Some magical item? Some kind of Poison? Any type of-"
As Discord kept trying to make sense of the ironically chaotic fox, she rolled her eyes and then focused for a few short seconds, closing her eyes and lifting her head a little. She was engulfed by a blue aura for a quick moment as her one tail became 17.
"Oh..." Discord said upon realizing something. Fluttershy let out a very loud gasp upon seeing the myriad of tails that took pretty much all of the space around the fox, the world had lost its meaning as Fluttershy approached the tails with sparkling eyes like those of a young filly that just got her cutie mark.
"Yeah. One every half millennia, give or take."
"What do you really want from me?" Asked Discord, in such a serious tone he found his own voice strange.
"I want... I want... I want to hate you... I want to hate you so I can use all my power to destroy you and finally be free of... this hatred I have for someone you stopped being so long ago."
"Well... If that's what you want... I promised I'd do it. I just ask that you don't let Fluttershy see it."
"Oh, Discord..." Fluttershy said while sitting besides the fox, trying to comfort her. "She's not going to hurt us. Can't you see what she's trying to say?" Discord just looked confused.
"Even if you were him and I destroyed you... I wouldn't change anything. It wouldn't make me feel any different. I don't blame you for not understanding, I've just realized it myself. The truth is... It's been so long since I stopped hating you I can barely remember how it felt. I just kept pushing on and on and on to not think about it. I've been using you as an excuse but in reality it's me. I hate myself and I wanted to pretend I was going to stop once I dealt with you."
"I... I hate myself too." Fluttershy's ears perked up and her eyes widened upon hearing discord say that. "I heard everypony say it was obvious and these things I've done... I tried to not hate myself through very dumb decisions. I'm probably in no place to say this but I understand how you feel and I forgive you for whatever you tried to do. Fluttershy probably already did and if I didn't know better... You've probably just got reformed by Fluttershy, welcome to the club."
"I don't feel any different, unfortunately. But... I'm sorry, Fluttershy. I didn't have nice intentions at first but... You we're so adorable I wanted to take you for myself long before Discord arrived. I don't remember the last time I talked with someone like I talked with you, the taste of tea... It was delicious and I had a blast brushing your lovely mane. I'm sorry I've made you cry like that, Can you forgive this old hag?" Carmilla, being a fox after all, made the best puppy eyes she could towards Fluttershy, unfortunately her dark eyes made it a little more scary than cute.
"Oh, you're not an old hag, if anything I'm the one that's old, you don't look a day over... hum... 5 fox years. And It's okay, I forgive you and... hum... If you can forgive Discord someday... I think you two could be very good friends... and it would make me very happy to know he's not alone..."
"I might be able to forgive him." The fox said with a devious smirk.
"Oh... That's wonderful..." Fluttershy answered reluctantly, Carmilla clearly was up to no good.
"Discord, I will forgive you." Carmilla snapped her fingers and a small bottle with some liquid appeared between her fingers. "All you have to do is to drink this little potion and voilà! You're forgiven."
"Hum... What does that potion do, Carmilla?" Fluttershy became ever more afraid.
"Well, I recall Discord saying he would do anything I told him to do, as long as I didn't hurt Fluttershy. Isn't that right, Discord?"
"Well... Yes, I did in fact say that, but it would be nice to know what a suspicious potion does before I drink it, especially with the face you're making right now." Carmilla giggled with an innocent tone.
"It would be nice wouldn't it? Well..." Carmilla put the potion on the table and pushed it towards Discord with her index finger. "Go on, down the hatch." Discord picked up the potion, removed it's cork and tried to smell it, but it had no odor.
"Discord, don't drink it! Carmilla, please, whatever this, stop it, you're scaring me!"
"Don't worry, Darling, it'll all be fine." Carmilla brushed Fluttershy's mane with her paw as she tried to comfort her. "Drink it up, Discord, I'm dying to tell you what it's for." Worried, Discord looked at Fluttershy for a moment before drinking the entire potion at once. He let the liquid slid directly through his throat towards his stomach, he couldn't taste anything. "That wasn't so hard, was it now?" Fluttershy stared at Discord, who looked at different parts of himself trying to spot any differences while paying attention to any strange feelings. After a while of doing so, he became impatient.
"So? Was that just a prank or does it do something?"
"I don't do prank anymore, Darling, not after I've met you. You won't feel any different for now but the potion done its job."
"Will it turn me into a female at nightfall? Make me unable to use magic? Turn me into a mouse whenever I hiccup?"
"As hilarious as those sound, no, that potion simply makes you vulnerable to time. No need to thank me, I did just to be sure you won't go around on another murderous spree."
"Vulnerable to time? Carmilla, did you take away his immortality?"
"Of course not, Darling!"
"Oh, thank goodness, I was really scared there-"
"The potion did."
"WHAT?!" Fluttershy sprang on all fours in a mixture of shock and anger. "Give it back, Carmilla, that's not funny, I thought you- That's not what friends do!"
"Why, Darling, I said I would forgive Discord if he drank the potion and he did, so I forgive him. And like you said, maybe now we can be friends, but we certainly weren't before."
"But you were my friend weren't you? And you said you wouldn't hurt me, I'm feeling pretty hurt."
"Well... You're preoccupied and angry, but you're not really hurt, in fact, I did you and Discord a favor. You were both so worried what would happen after old age took you, now you won't have to worry anymore. Whomever time takes first, it will take the other not long after. And then perhaps you can be together again sooner than you expected, which is why I assume Discord made no protests so far. Correct me if I'm wrong, dear Discord." Fluttershy quickly turned her gaze towards Discord, who didn't look worried or serious, he looked rather calm and indifferent instead. He looked at Fluttershy, which was made uncomfortable by his expression, one he hardly ever made.
"It doesn't sound bad to me, Fluttershy. I'm okay with this."
"No, Discord, you didn't choose this, you are not supposed to age, it's not your nature!"
"But, Fluttershy-"
"No! What if Twilight needs you? She shouldn't be the only one protecting Equestria. And who will keep her company after we're all gone? Who will protect her?" Discord tried to approach Fluttershy, who was now almost crying again, and hug her, but was pushed away. "No, Discord. I won't accept this!"
"Fluttershy... Equestria is safer without me in it, and I'm sure Twilight will always have creatures that will protect her and help her protect Equestria, as you six once did for Celestia. Besides, she has Spike, he won't leave her side for a good while. This isn't about her."
"Discord... You can't die..." Fluttershy cried heavily and she embraced Discord, now feeling the same fear he felt towards her  mortality. Discord was conflicted, surprisingly, he wanted this, but Fluttershy didn't, and seeing her cry hurt him more than a Manticore's bite.
"You said you wouldn't hurt her, she looks pretty hurt to me."
"She does, indeed. I expected her to be a little upset for a moment, but then like you feel about afterwards. I confess I hoped you would freak out and try to convince me to give you the antidote no matter what, but once again you stayed consistent. You truly love her. I can't believe you of all creatures... Would be capable of loving anything at all, let alone this strongly." Fluttershy, wiped the tears off her eyes with the back of her hooves, but maintained her grip on Discord as she turned her gaze at Carmilla.
"You said antidote, Is there really an antidote?"
"There is, Darling. It would revert the effects of the previous potion if taken in time."
"Is there still time?"
"Yes, a little less than a day's time now."
"Then please, give it to him."
"You want that as well, Discord? Would you like to be immortal once more?"
"I rather be with Fluttershy... But if she wants me to stay... I will." His words shook Fluttershy a little, she was starting to understand how he felt. Starting to realize she now knew how he felt.
"Discord..." Fluttershy looked at him with a mixture of confusion and worry, Discord in turn gave her a smile.
"Don't worry, Butterfly, it'll be okay. I promise." Fluttershy now questioned her words from before, if Discord, who lived for thousands and thousands of years was okay with not being immortal anymore, did she have the right to force him to do otherwise?
"So, will you give us the antidote or not?" Discord questioned Carmilla in an angry tone.
"Of course I will." Both Fluttershy and Discord were a little surprised by her quick and positive answer, but the surprising lack of resistance quickly explained itself. "If you can answer one question that is." Discord and surprisingly Fluttershy sighed in annoyance.
"And what would that question be?" Discord asked.
"What's my name, Discord?"

			Author's Notes: 
"Is it Carmilla?" Asked Discord.
"Yes, you are correct!"
"Really?"
"Of course not, Darling, how stupid are you?"
"Ugh... Can you at least give us a clue?"
"I can, actually." The fox remained silent for a while until Discord, fed up with waiting, decided to question her.
"Well... Will you?" Discord facepawed with his lion arm. "Nevermind" He sighed. "I already know your answer."
The fox smirked at the couple and made herself comfortable. Watching the couple lost in all kinds of thoughts.


	
		Fear, Vengeance and Deception in Ponyville



Since discord had become Fluttershy's mate, he had grown accustomed to using the front door to enter the house. He'd still teleport to leave all the time, but leaving and arriving had very different unspoken connotations. But Discord's biggest motivation was that despite pretending to look unphased, Fluttershy was many times scared by the sudden intrusions, easy to tell by the beating pace of her heart, which slowly started to worry Discord as she got older. Now, when coming home, he would teleport a few feet from the house and walk to the door.
That day, Discord entered his home after inhaling some air to sing "Honeeeey... I'm hooooome!", but before he could a visage made the air stuck in his throat. A creature as tall as he was, with a huge coating of tar black fur, black eyes with blue irises and a slender body. A black giant fox to put it simply. Fluttershy sat in front of it, clearly uncomfortable as the fox seemed delighted in brushing her pink mane, so much so that the fox only realized Discord's presence after the pony did.
"Welcome home, Discord." Fluttershy said with an usual smile as if despite her discomfort, nothing was really wrong. The fox gazed at Discord, she looked surprised at first but she quickly gave him the public dominion evil smirk, a grim that went from  ear to ear and squinting eyes.
"Discord, old friend! You look so different, I almost didn't recognize you after all these years! I love your new form though, it goes very well with your chaotic motif."
Discord looked annoyed. Discord was surprised, not threatened in the slightest. Ever confident in his power he barely had a reason to.
"You'll have to excuse me, miss. I do not seem to recall the one clearly evil creature holding my beloved hostage in front of me."
"Discord!" Gasped Fluttershy after hearing his remarks. The creature did indeed look out of the ordinary but it had been nothing but kind to her, despite the creature's clear disregard for personal space and boundaries. Fluttershy was happy to indulge the fox, seeing how easily glad she became.
The fox put the brush down on the table and smiled even further at discord, clearly exposing her teeth and canines.
"Oh, Discord. I never thought I would hear you of all creatures calling someone evil. Today has been so full of surprises, I love it. I can't believe you got such a delightful little pony as a wife, I could never hurt such a kind creature."
Discord crossed his arms and maintained his expression of mistrust as he watched the fox stroking his beloved mane.
"I never took you for liking cute things, If I knew we had that in common I would have found you so much sooner. I supposed opposites do attract each other after all." She held Fluttershy closer in a tight yet unharmful hug, rubbing her face on Fluttershy's mane. "What did you see in him, Darling? This certainly can't be real love. Is he holding your friends as hostages? Or maybe he poisoned you and is using the cure as leverage to keep you here?" Before Fluttershy could answer, the fox quickly glanced at Discord now addressing him. "Discord, that's low even for you. How could you take advantage of such an innocent creature?"
Discord became madder by the second, dark thoughts began to cloud his mind.
"Now now, it's okay, Discord. She doesn't know you're good now."
Fluttershy's gentle voice snapped him out of his state as he looked at her and saw her calmly smiling.
"Discord? Good? He's the Lord of Chaos, Darling. Surely you can't be serious."
"Oh, but I am. He's been reformed for a while now, and I admit, he stumbled a few times along the way but he always had a good heart, all he needed was for somepony to believe in that. I assure you, once you get to know him it's hard not to love him." Fluttershy blushed as she spoke and looked at Discord, who looked back at her with a gentle smile and almost tearful eyes. The fox was appalled and quickly moved her eyes to gaze between the two apparent lovers. Fluttershy quickly continued her speech. "Not everyone gets it but he's really funny and makes me laugh all the time, he is so very kind not only to me but to others as well, despite always trying not to show it. I love talking with him, he's always interested in whatever I have to say and he is always talking about something interesting, he's quite smart and knowledgeable too, despite hiding that fact whenever he's not serious. No pony is perfect but... I wouldn't change a thing about him and I certainly can't imagine a life without him."
Discord's eye's were in the brink of becoming a teary waterfall and he heard Fluttershy speech, his ears flopped down, his smile as big as it could be and both his hands held together in front of it.
"Oh, my dear Fluttershy. After all these years you can still melt my old ice heart with ease. You're the best thing that ever happened to me."
"I... you.. I..." The fox stumbled for words as Discord grinned from ear to ear, after seeing her surprised expression, whomever she was she just got Flutter-served.
"Fluttershy, I knew women can control men very easily but you lassoed chaos itself. You absolutely must teach me your ways! So far I could only seduce males with magic, which seem to make them twice as dumb as they already are, it always ends up in my disappointment. Will you take me as your student?"
Now it was Discord who was appalled once again. Was that an offense to him or a praise to Fluttershy, he wondered bewildered. 
"Oh, it's nothing like that, I don't control him or anything and I don't think I do anything different that I could teach you but if you want I can... wait, did you say you seduced males with magic?"
"I did, many times. It's easy, I can teach you if you want."
"Alright, that's enough of whatever this is, whomever you claim to be. You tortured poor Fluttershy enough, time to go. If you have a beef with me that's fine but I cannot express the world of pain that will befall you should you involve her in such a thing."
"Discord! I told you it's okay, Serene is not evil, she didn't hurt me and I don't think she would. I'm sure you two can work out any issues you had before."
"Serene? Fluttershy, she just said she uses magic to seduce creatures!"
"Well... Everyone makes mistakes, you made that mistake before, maybe you could show her why it's wrong."
"What?! I’ve never seduced anyone!" 
"You..! Uh... I meant... I was talking about using magic on other creatures' part." Fluttershy blushed and averted his gaze from Discord, who also blushed heavily after her remark. Both stayed silent, the fox now identified was Serene was the one to break the silence. She had a saddened or apathetic expression now, she returned to stroking Fluttershy's mane very slowly and delicately, she seemed to truly be taking solace in that act as she looked down to avoid any eye contact.
"I'm afraid it's he's right, Fluttershy. I don't take pride in it but... I cannot deny it. Saying I'm evil is not a lie. I wasn't always though, I used to be a very good creature. I was arrogant, selfish and a fool, but like you said about Discord, I had a good heart. I wasn't afraid to show it though, and many believed in me, many trusted me with their lives."
Fluttershy hadn't moved an inch since Serene started talking, she was surprised but was unable to decide whether or not she was in danger. Her thoughts were suspended by a drop of water that touched her cheek, lightly startling her, and then her eye caught the sign of another drop, and another, and another, and Serene had stopped stroking her mane and now used her paws to lightly hug her. Fluttershy tried to look at her, she could get a full view of her face but she saw enough to confirm the legitimacy of her tears. 
"I failed them all, Fluttershy. It hurt so much. It hurt that I failed them, that I loved them, that I missed them. After all that pain I started to become numb to it, I only had hatred and a goal in me. I thought I couldn't be hurt again, but after all this time, I found the one who put me in this path in the first place, living happily in such a beautiful world. I thought he was obviously messing with me, trying to make me angry in some effort to further mock me, but I didn't let it happen. But he truly doesn't even remember who I am, he was able to hurt me again. He's staring silently at me but I can hear his laughter as clear as day."
Silence overtook the room once more, Fluttershy felt bad for Serene but she was openly declaring her hatred for Discord, who in turn readied his finger for a snap. Serene let go of Fluttershy to use the back of paws to take off the tears in her eyes and tried to smile.
"Don't worry, sweet Fluttershy, I would never hurt you for something he did. I've caused enough pain to others in his name and it was all in vain. Neither I nor him can change the past I'm afraid. I'm sorry Fluttershy but he must atone for those actions as much I do. I... don't know how though. If I hurt him, I'll hurt you and..."
Serene expression suddenly changed as she looked at Discord's angry face. Her evil grimace was visible to Discord once more. Discord felt fear, he was intimidated by the fox successfully and it made him angrier than he had been in thousands of years.
"That's it! Begone, I'll deal with you soon enough, whatever your name was." Discord snapped his fingers and nothing happened. Fluttershy was about to intervene but was caught off guard by that. Discord snapped his fingers again and nothing happened. He didn't need to snap fingers to use his magic, but he found that at that moment, he couldn't use his magic at all. He looked at Serene and was about to question her, in his usual arrogant manner, how she was preventing his magic, but instead was frozen with fear as Fluttershy looked at him with confusion as she still stood within the grasp of the fox.
"Say, Fluttershy. You knew Discord was the Lord of Chaos all along right? You know about his immortality right?"
"Uh.. Well... Nopony ever said anything out loud but I guess we all assumed as much after all that we've been through. Why do you ask? You're not planning on hurting him are you? I know that you think you're evil but no evil creature would-"
"And unlike him you're mortal right? I mean, don't get me wrong, you're beautiful as they come but I can tell when a creature has been around for a while."
"Well... I suppose I am but... but I don't mind it at all, It's just how nature is."
Discord somehow could tell she wouldn't hurt Fluttershy, but still his fear wouldn't go away. He could only think in one course of action.
"Look, you win. I yield, I'll do whatever you say just leave her alone." The fox looked at him but ignored his words.
"But what about us, Fluttershy? Although I'm certain me and Discord can be killed somehow, it wouldn't be an easy task and I think it would hardly involve nature at all."
Fluttershy never saw Discord like that, she wasn't at all afraid of Serene at this point, but even though she felt bad for her, Fluttershy wasn't happy to see her mate psychologically tortured like that, even if he was guilty. Fluttershy could see him getting more scared with each passing second, she'd never seen Discord so nervous, breathing so fast.
"Discord is naturally immortal, if you're like him and I guess you are as well. It's part of your nature being immortal as it is mine to...uh... pass away at some point." 
She smiled at Discord, happy with her response, she was trying to comfort him somehow. He didn't get it, he thought Fluttershy was about to do something reckless.
"Serene! Right?! You've made your point, you won, I'm begging you, I promise I'll do anything you tell me to for as long as you want, just leave Fluttershy out of it, it's me you want right?"
"I'm not enjoying this as much as I thought I would, Fluttershy. It feels somewhat pointless and I imagine you're not into seeing him like this so I'm feeling a little guilty. I take that this must be one of the few times in his life he ever felt helpless. How does it feel, Discord?"
"Not great, but you're wrong, I felt helpless plenty of times, and even though disappointing those I love hurts way more than this, this certainly gets the blue medal for fear."
"What are you afraid of exactly, Discord. Can you be more clear?"
"It!... Wasn't I... I.. I'm afraid you'll hurt Fluttershy."
Fluttershy simply got up and slowly went towards Discord, hugging him tightly. Discord responded to the hug without restraints, he was probably never so glad to hold her in her arms. She made him much calmer, he looked at the fox who still had a grim on her face, albeit less evil. The fox didn't even try to stop Fluttershy at all, she just stood there and let her, but the situation had hardly changed, if anything they were both hostages of hers.
"Did you ever wonder how he's gonna feel or what he's gonna do once you're gone, Fluttershy?" Serene asked with a saddened expression, which caught Fluttershy by surprise, she was ready to give an angry retort and was not expecting to be met by said look. The fox was toying with them, with Discord more specifically but Fluttershy couldn't help but empathize with a creature that was clearly hurt. This creature wasn't at all like Sombra, Chrysalis or Tyrek, if anything she was more like... Discord. Upon such realization she felt even more empathy towards her. She finally gave the fox an answer.
"It always crosses my mind one time or another... but I always try to ignore those thoughts, I guess I really didn't want to face that."
Fluttershy looked at Discord with teary eyes and a forced smile. "Fluttershy...?" Discord asked her in confusion.
"Are you gonna be okay?" Fluttershy's smile quickly turned into a frown as tears escaped her eyes with increasing intensity as the time passed.
"Fluttershy, that's... You don't even have to worry about that, please."
"Are you gonna be okay?" She insisted, now trying not to sob. 
"Fluttershy, please. That's such a long time from now it's not even-" Discord couldn't help but start crying as well, he tried hard not to, he didn't want Fluttershy to see him like that.
"You know...it's...not that far...Rarity already-" Fluttershy sobbed between words until she couldn't talk anymore, crying unhinged now.
Something awoke in Discord upon seeing her like this. Suddenly he mustered the courage not only to look at her, but he stared at her with a gentle smile for a few seconds. Fluttershy visibly calmed down because of it. Discord used his big paw to wipe a tear off her face.
"You'll always be in my heart, Fluttershy. If you die... and If you die before me, whenever that may be, it'll be the worst day of my life guaranteed... But you'll never leave my heart, so I'll never go back to my old ways if that's what you're concerned about, somehow you'll always be alive to judge me or guilt me into doing whatever you think it's best because you know I can't ever disappoint you again. So no, I'm not gonna be okay because Fluttershy will always be there to stop me from having fun, happy now, you old mare?"
Discord crossed his arms and looked away, blushing. Fluttershy couldn't help it and started to giggle and soon enough it turned to a full laughter, she snorted and even cried a bit, only stopped after the need for air became too great and even then she had a little trouble stopping. Discord looked away trying to hide a smile.
"Oh Discord..." Fluttershy cleaned the tears out of her eyes. "I think I need you more than you need me these days. Sorry for having to first but I'm sure you'll be alright. You're right, I'll never leave you and I'll make sure you'll always have a friend by your side, even if that friend is very mad at you right now." Fluttershy pointed her hoof to Serene, making Discord see the slightly surprised fox with tear trails on her face, he knew what Fluttershy wanted him to do. He approached the table where the fox was sitting and sat on the other side. He groaned loudly before letting out a sigh and looking straight at her.
"Look, I clearly did many terrible things but it's like you said, I can't change the past. I don't remember how I hurt you specifically but for you to do this... I'm sure it was something bad...very bad. I... I'm sorry, I really am. I'm trying to atone for my past by helping whomever I can whenever I can, even though that atonement will probably never come it's the only thing I can do. If there's any way I can make it up it to you or the ones I've hurt, I'll do it, if still not enough and you want to punish me somehow, that's fine too as long as you don't hurt the ones I care about, and you don't have to forgive me ever, I probably don't deserve it and you probably can't... There's no easy way out and... who knows how many like you are out there. I... I... just... "
Fluttershy was flabbergasted by Discord's speech, she was expecting him to just apologize. Serene listened to his words and took a while before answering.
"That's so disappointing..."
"What?" Discord quickly retorted with shock.
"I want you to be the villainous maniac that ruined my life, not this... remorseful sack of meat that's trying to atone and have a family."
"Was all that... You were just trying to make me evil again? What did you expect-"
"Do you have any idea how much time I spent training my magic, looking for you? I expected to have a huge clash, I was actually so afraid of you that I was planning to use your wife as a shield! And after meeting her I was afraid you'll just kill her without any remorse like the maniac you were. I was expecting the Lord of Chaos to really care about his pony wife? Do you hear how stupid that sounds? And yet true, which I'm still not sure it was for the best or not. In the end you couldn't even use magic in my presence."
"Wait... you didn't use a spell to stop me? A hex? Some magical item? Some kind of Poison? Any type of-"
As Discord kept trying to make sense of the ironically chaotic fox, she rolled her eyes and then focused for a few short seconds, closing her eyes and lifting her head a little. She was engulfed by a blue aura for a quick moment as her one tail became 17. 
"Oh..." Discord said upon realizing something. Fluttershy let out a very loud gasp upon seeing the myriad of tails that took pretty much all of the space around the fox, the world had lost its meaning as Fluttershy approached the tails with sparkling eyes like those of a young filly that just got her cutie mark. 
"Yeah. One every half millennia, give or take."
"What do you really want from me?" Asked Discord, in such a serious tone he found his own voice strange.
"I want... I want... I want to hate you... I want to hate you so I can use all my power to destroy you and finally be free of... this hatred I have for someone you stopped being so long ago."
"Well... If that's what you want... I promised I'd do it. I just ask that you don't let Fluttershy see it."
"Oh, Discord..." Fluttershy said while sitting besides the fox, trying to comfort her. "She's not going to hurt us. Can't you see what she's trying to say?" Discord just looked confused.
"Even if you were him and I destroyed you... I wouldn't change anything. It wouldn't make me feel any different. I don't blame you for not understanding, I've just realized it myself. The truth is... It's been so long since I stopped hating you I can barely remember how it felt. I just kept pushing on and on and on to not think about it. I've been using you as an excuse but in reality it's me. I hate myself and I wanted to pretend I was going to stop once I dealt with you."
"I... I hate myself too." Fluttershy's ears perked up and her eyes widened upon hearing discord say that. "I heard everypony say it was obvious and these things I've done... I tried to not hate myself through very dumb decisions. I'm probably in no place to say this but I understand how you feel and I forgive you for whatever you tried to do. Fluttershy probably already did and if I didn't know better... You've probably just got reformed by Fluttershy, welcome to the club."
"I don't feel any different, unfortunately. But... I'm sorry, Fluttershy. I didn't have nice intentions at first but... You we're so adorable I wanted to take you for myself long before Discord arrived. I don't remember the last time I talked with someone like I talked with you, the taste of tea... It was delicious and I had a blast brushing your lovely mane. I'm sorry I've made you cry like that, Can you forgive this old hag?" Serene, being a fox after all, made the best puppy eyes she could towards Fluttershy, unfortunately her dark eyes made it a little more scary than cute.
"Oh, you're not an old hag, if anything I'm the one that's old, you don't look a day over... hum... 5 fox years. And It's okay, I forgive you and... hum... If I can forgive Discord someday... I think you two could be very good friends... and it would make me very happy to know he's not alone..."
"Fluttershy! Now you're just embarrassing me on purpose! I have... other friends you know?"
"About that." The fox lifted up her paw and a blue flame engulfed her for a brief moment, leaving some sort of flask in her grasp. She placed it on the table, it clearly had a liquid inside it. "The whole point of that was this. This is the most coveted substance in all the worlds I've been. This elixir, will make any mortal, immortal just as I or Discord. But it also makes any immortal, like I or Discord, as mortal as you, dear Fluttershy. I'm giving it to you."
"Oh... Oh my... I can't accept such a gift, Serene. It's-"
"It's already been given, Darling. You can throw it on the trash for all I care. But... should you want to be around for longer with your husband or maybe find a better one, all you have to do is drink it. Even your youth would come back in a few days."
"Oh my... I don't-"
"Or... As I'm sure Discord will attest that being immortal is sometimes more of a curse than blessing, I understand if you don't wanna see for yourself. In that case Discord could drink the elixir and... you two could meet each other in the afterlife without much delay, no matter who goes first."
Fluttershy and Discord stared at the grimacing fox with wide eyes and open mouths, left in shock by her casual suggestion.

	
		Sorrow for the past and a wager for the Future



In a hall of the Canterlot castle, right outside the throne room, Discord sat in a chair as displeased as he could be. Annoyed by the fact that he had to come here by riding a train and by riding a carriage instead of his usual instant teleportation. But nothing came close to the biggest reason for his annoyance, a black fox who laid in several chairs and rested her head on Discord's lap, using her paw to play with the draconequus goatee.
"Discord, darling. I must say, you look absolutely... horrendous. Can't you take a more pleasing form for not only my eyes but mostly for Fluttershy's? Dear heavens! I can only imagine how ashamed she must be of being seen with you. I can hear the other mares gossiping in my head: 'Such a lovely mare wed to an abomination, what a waste.' "
"Forgive my appearance, but I'll have you know this is what I naturally look in this dimension and Fluttershy finds me absolutely adorable."
"A creature can be kind and still have poor taste I suppose... and I get the asymmetrical motif, I really do, I find it stunning even. But that damn tooth of yours is really making me uncomfortable. Would you be a darling and do something about it, please?"
"If I could, which I can't because you insist on blocking my magic, I wouldn't do it just to please your view."
"Well, I can't help if my magic is too much for you to handle. Worry not, I'll take care of it, do you prefer to lose the tooth or gain another?"
"I Prefer!... To stay as I am, but If I have to choose I'd rather gain than lose something."
"Understood my little abomination." Serene smirked and snapped her fingers much like Discord used to do, and with a blink, his prominent tooth was gone. "Ah, much better."
"Very clever." To his surprise, Discord was a little amused by the fox's prank, his frown had turned into a slight smirk as he looked away trying to hide it. "You insist your magic is so powerful that it nullifies mine, but how come it doesn't nullify the magic of every single unicorn we've come across with? You wouldn't happen to be lying once again would you? It would break our dear Fluttershy's heart to know so."
"Humm... Who knows, Discord? Maybe I am, maybe I'm not. I'm sure Fluttershy would understand a little banter between friends. That's what we are now right, friends? After all you did to countless creatures, nothing matters anymore because you're "reformed" and doesn't even remember who I am, correct?"
Discord felt nervous as he could feel the fox's aura darken with animosity towards him, he realized it wasn't a good idea to try and threaten her in his position. "Haven't you been taught that it's impolite to overstay your welcome in someone's home? Don't you have somewhere to be?"
"I don't actually. I had a home but a certain someone thought it would be fun to destroy it. I suppose these days you can imagine how... not funny that is. Besides, this isn't your castle and I'm pretty sure Fluttershy's cottage belongs to Fluttershy. At least that's where the ponies said you were when I asked if they had seen a demon hellbent of creating chaos and I admit, they seemed less scared of you than I was at that moment, so... Yay for Discord, beloved lord of chaos and destroyer of lives."
"I've already apologized and promised to take whatever punishment you wanted me to. I don't know what else I can do to make you feel better, so what will it take for you to leave me alone if you're not gonna kill or torture me. Annoy me for eternity? I'm sure you'll find better things to do with your time."
"You know why I still can't accept your apologies, Discord?"
"Why's that, lovely Serene?"
"What's my name?"
"Huh? Is it not Serene?"
"Not my real name, no. You apologized for all that you did, you're right. But you don't remember my name, let alone what you've done to me. I can't accept that, Discord."
"So... What are you gonna do about it?" Discord was not only nervous but he could feel fear growing inside him once again as he asked the question.
"I'm not going to do anything... if you can remember my name."
"Whu- What?! How am I supposed to do that if I haven't the slightest clue of who you are?!"
"The same way you did the first time, silly. We make a wager, the same one we did millennia ago."
"And... what wager was that?"
"Oh it was simple. It was a riddle, you had twenty four hours to answer. If you answered correctly I'd give you my name, as you probably don't remember, to my kind that basically meant I would be your slave until you gave me my name back."
"Since you're as far away as my slave as possible I'm assuming I didn't win. What was the consequence for my failure in doing so?"
"You would use your powers to clear the snow from the village of my worshippers. Which you in fact did, you are a very sore loser but you are a demon of your word. Unfortunately I should've known better than to make wagers with demons."
"Let me guess... I twisted my words so I technically fulfilled my end of the deal but in a way that was certain to make you regret winning."
"Is the memory coming back to you, then?"
"Uh... Not really, but that is something I did a few... several hundred times or so... May I ask what were my actions at that particular time?"
"You may. You see, as you put it at the time, you did take away the snow, but I never specified how you should do it. And then you laughed and laughed as the lava of the volcano you erupted took away both the snow and the lives of the ones in my home."
"That.. sounds a bit cruel even for me... But I wouldn't put it past me unfortunately... I'm truly sorry... Serene..." Discord sounded honest, the pain in his voice made Serene want to stop it. She wondered if making him remember and suffer for it would in fact make her feel better or she was just hurting someone without reason at this point. But she decided she had to finish what she started.
"So... let's set the new terms for it shall we?"
"Yes... I suppose as long as Fluttershy is safe I should be inclined to accept any terms, and I promise no contextual trickery on my part."
"Of course so do I, unlike you I just liked pranks, not evil tricks and deception, and obviously I don't want to hurt Fluttershy as well. Incredible how fast the little angel grew on me."
"Try not to say that name in her presence, it makes her sad."
"Little Angel?"
"Yes, it was one of her favorite critters and it's passing still saddens her."
"That tells me she probably won't take the elixir then. If she doesn't, will you?"
"For her, without a doubt."
"Such a loving husband you are. That's what I want if I win then."
"WHAT?! You want me?"
"No, Stupid, I want Fluttershy! I wouldn't be caught dead with something as ugly as you. If you lose, I will take your place in her life, all her memories of you will be of me instead and you'll not be allowed to see her ever again. If you do, I'll destroy you."
"You said you'd leave Fluttershy out of this! You just said no tricks!"
"I said I wouldn't hurt her and I won't, if anything she'll be less hurt by being with me than with you, and you have yet to accept my terms, how is that a trick?"
"You... You arrogant little... "
"You said you accept any punishment I gave you, I could do this to you right now and yet I'm giving you a chance to avoid that scenario."
"Fine... Go on. What if I win said wager?"
"I will leave Fluttershy's home and... I'll only toy with you sometimes, and of course, you'll find yourself suddenly able to use your magic again."
"First of all, you're planning on living on Fluttershy's somehow? Second, I knew you were actively stopping me from using magic and finally, this doesn't sound very fair to me, I have a lot to lose and little to gain."
"First of all, yes, I'm never leaving unless she pushes me out herself. Second, I don't know what you're talking about and finally, you misjudge your position. You have everything to lose and nothing to gain, but in the spirit of the kindness she showed me, I'll let you choose between me taking your place in her life... or all your memories of her." Discord was flabbergasted and didn't know how to respond. "So, which is worse? Taking you out of her life or her life out of you? Remember, we both know she probably won't take the elixir, that should make the decision easier for you, right?"
"Right... If I lose... you take my place..."
"Grand..." Serene started her voice in a happy and loud tone, but upon once again empathizing with Discord, her voice lowered and lost it's initial enthusiasm. 
"So... what's the riddle?"
"Oh, it's a easy riddle. What's my name, Discord?"
Just as Discord was about to protest her definition of a riddle, the doors of the throne room opened and out came not only Fluttershy but Princess Twilight, Princess Flurry Heart, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Spike, Starlight Glimmer and Sunburst. They all stood still and emotionless except for Fluttershy, who approached the two immortals slowly and stopped midway between them and the other creatures with a serious expression.
"I've made my decision. After talking with my friends... I've decided to take the elixir."
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