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		Description

Thousands of years after Luna's sacrifice to Tirek, Celestia and Twilight are the only two remaining in Equestria. But even they are destined to die, as the end of the world nears. Shortly before the last day of their lives comes to an end, they reminisce about their most memorable experiences in Equestria, and recall the events of the night Luna died. Soon after, an emotional farewell takes place.
Rated Teen for literally the slightest death reference ever (and the fact that it's kind of the point of this story).
Understanding of Fading Moonlight is not necessary unless you want to know how Luna died.
Also, Twilight's 5 friends, Spike, and Luna only appear in the epilogue.
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		As the Sun Goes Down



"So...this is it."
Twilight stared longingly at the sky as its shade of baby blue was slowly replaced with a deep orange. She turned her gaze to her former mentor and last remaining friend, watching as tears stained her alabaster fur.
"Celestia? What's wrong?"
Celestia snapped out of her trance and quickly wiped her eyes. She just couldn't believe the end was so close, after going thousands of years without having to worry about it. She stared over the large, shimmering ocean and sunk to the surface of the deck. This oceanside was the only part of Equestria that wasn't practically destroyed. Environmental issues and countless wars in the past several years had left the rest in ruins.
"I'm sorry, Twilight. I just can't bring myself to believe that my home is gone, and as soon as the moon rises, we won't be here any longer."
With the world ending, a gate to the afterlife would open at nightfall. Without Luna, it was up to Celestia to decide when their lives would end. Deciding that she wasn't quite ready to raise the moon, she began to think back to a happier time.
"Twilight, do you ever think about when Equestria wasn't...like this?"
Twilight looked puzzled. "Uh...yeah, sometimes. Why do you ask?"
"I've been thinking about it a lot lately. Ever since my sister, you know..." Her voice trailed off and she had to compose herself before continuing. "I've just been contemplating how different things were, and how different they are now."
A few fresh tears trickled down her cheeks, and she felt a large violet wing spread across her back. Bowing her head, she listened to Twilight's reassuring voice as she tried to blink back the tears she had left.
"Celestia, I know how hard this is. We're witnessing Equestria's last waking moments, and we've dealt with countless losses along the way. But, as soon as you decide to raise the moon, we're bound for a much better life."
Clearly stalling, Celestia went off-topic and asked, "Out of all the moments you've had here, which do you cherish most?"
Twilight thought for a moment before responding. "The day you gave me my wings."
She paused for a moment, and the pair smiled at each other. At this point, Twilight was just happy to have finally gotten a mere grin out of Celestia. Returning her attention to the ocean, she continued speaking.
"When I became an alicorn, I knew I would outlive most of Equestria. However, I didn't know we'd be the last two survivors. After all the mortals in this world lived their lives, Discord gave up his immortality for Fluttershy, and Cadance gave hers up for my brother. And when Tirek showed up, Luna gave hers up for...for you. But even then, after all that heartbreak, I knew I'd be alright."
Celestia was confused for a moment, and asked why she thought such a thing. Being okay after so much suffering seemed impossible to her.
"I knew I'd be alright...because I knew you'd still be there."
Celestia let out a quiet gasp, feeling a catch in her throat.
"You've always been like my second mother," Twilight continued. "You practically raised me until you sent me to Ponyville, and you taught me more than any book ever could. The one advantage of my immortality was the fact that you would still be alive. And now, here we are, about to witness our very last sunset."
The tears coming from Celestia this time were tears of joy, rather than tears of pain. She didn't know what to say, for all she could do was cry. Twilight pulled her into a bone-crushing embrace, and she gently returned it with her wings. Once she'd pulled herself together, she broke away and was finally able to respond.
"The feeling is mutual, Twilight. Without you, I never would've reunited with my sister, nor would I have learned the true meaning of friendship. You've taught me just as much as I've taught you. I think it's safe to say that I consider you the daughter I never had."
Following these words, it was Twilight's turn to cry. However, she made no noise; instead, she silently looked down at the deck, tears dripping onto the wooden surface. However, she quickly snapped her head back upwards when Celestia started talking again.
"After the passing of my sister, I was lost. Most of the mortals in this world were gone, and I barely knew the ones who were still alive. And when Discord and Cadance gave up, well...you were all I had left. You were my shoulder to cry on when I raised the moon every night, my joy and comfort when I raised the sun every morning. Had we never crossed paths, I would've had to cope with this on my own, and I'm so glad that's not how things turned out."
Twilight decided she couldn't take anymore, and wept openly onto the deck beneath her hooves. Celestia smiled sadly and pulled her close to her chest, her own tears returning and dripping onto Twilight's fur. Soon after, she let go, letting out a content sigh.
"Alright," she said. "I think I'm ready now."
Twilight nodded and watched as the sun disappeared below the horizon, one last time. Finally, the moon took its place in the deep blue sky, and a flash of white blinded them both.
This was it. This was the gate to the afterlife.
"It's been a wonderful life," Twilight whispered. "But, all good things must come to an end." Celestia nodded in response, drying her eyes for the final time.
"Indeed they must," she replied, focusing on the gate. "Are you ready?"
"Yes."
"Very well, then."
They embraced each other one last time as the stars shone brightly alongside the even brighter moon. Looking ahead, they knew there was no turning back, but it didn't bother them. They knew this day would come, they just didn't expect time to go by so quickly. However, on the bright side, they knew they'd be reunited with those they lost along the way.
Twilight was the first to go in, hesitantly stepping toward the light until she disappeared from existence. Celestia looked up at the sky and spoke her final words:
"As I depart from my home...know that I never meant for it to end this way. Goodbye."
And with that, she walked towards her second life, and the gate closed, leaving nopony left in what was once the beautiful land of Equestria.
The land was blanketed in darkness, as the demolished cities sat in ruins, with nopony left to fix, restore, or inhabit any of them.
What was once the universe's most magical terrain, was now a ghost town.
And as the sawdust fell from the rubble, all was quiet, except for the birds chirping among what was left in the land of the lost.
The End
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Twilight was the first to step into the void on the other side of the portal.
Everything was pitch black at first, until she heard something from afar.
Something very familiar. A familiar giggle, specifically.
As she looked in the direction of the noise, a certain pink mare trotted her way, followed by 4 other mares, and a certain purple dragon.
Twilight recognized them almost immediately, and once they recognized her, everyone engaged in a group hug, with Twilight's large wings spread across the backs of the others.
Rainbow Dash looked up at Twilight, trying her hardest not to cry. "How in Equestria did you get here?!" she asked, completely baffled.
Twilight laughed and used a feather to wipe away the single tear that fell from Rainbow's eye. "Equestria finally met its end after a few thousand years. When its time came, so did ours."
"Ours?" they asked in unison.
Suddenly, there was another flash of light as Celestia stepped through the portal. The other mares, along with Spike, bowed as usual, making Celestia snicker under her breath. Even in death, they didn't understand that she wasn't their ruler anymore.
Shortly after, Rarity remembered that there was another pony in this void, that she knew Celestia had been longing to see again. "Celestia," she piped up. "There's someone here to see you."
She suddenly disappeared into the void to fetch this certain pony, leaving Celestia anxious and eager at the same time. She was confident as to who Rarity was talking about, and when Rarity brought this mare before her, she completely broke.
Luna died thousands of years before she did, and to see her after such a long time made her feel the same way she did when she came back from the moon. Without hesitation, she ran to her beloved younger sister and tightly embraced her. Fresh tears ran down both their faces, as well as the faces of the others.
"I've missed you so much," she whispered.
Luna couldn't tell whether she was laughing or crying, but she didn't care which one, for she was reunited with the most important pony in her life once again.
"I've missed you, too," she replied, drying her eyes as they pulled away from each other.
Celestia then explained Equestria's fall to everypony at once, and the group reminisced for a while about their lives during Equestria's existence.
"You know, the rest of Equestria is here, too," Spike said. "Why don't we show you around here? You might as well get used to it right away, right?"
Celestia and Twilight nodded in unison, and they continued along the void. They met several creatures from Equestria's beginning to its end, many of whom they remembered distinctly. Soon, Twilight joined her former mentor's side, and the two trailed behind the rest for a while.
"See? I told you it was worth it."
Celestia gave Twilight her usual warm smile and replied, "I know. As much as I miss home, it truly was."
Twilight gave her an "I told you so" look before using a wing to pull her close.
"You'll be okay. I promise," she whispered. She knew Celestia was still struggling with the fall of Equestria, but also knew that she was perfectly capable of getting through it, with a little help, of course.
Celestia felt another round of tears coming and fully embraced Twilight. As she quietly wept for a quick moment, she could only get two words out.
"Thank you..."
The End
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