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		Description

When Jason and his fellow developers are tasked with working on their game’s latest expansion, they find themselves on a death march to get it completed before the deadline. Jason takes on a three-day shift to test certain aspects of the expansion pack. Only when he finally passes out from the exhaustion... he wakes up in the body of his test character! Left in the bright land of Equestria as Blackjack, he must figure out his powers and maybe even a way back home. 
This new death march will test his abilities to interact with the Equestrians, for better or worse.
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		Log in



Jason Black is a twenty-seven-year-old digital artist working for Hex Studios, a game development company located in the USA. Their current and only project is a subscription-based MMORPG called Beast Quest; a fantasy game where players battle hordes of monsters, save cities and gain glory.
It’s the fifth year of the game's life span in which the company has seen better days. After a large controversy involving the ’pay-to-win’ item store bugging and a scandal amongst the corporate executives, massive layoffs followed by financial loss occurred. Faced with a situation of this type several investors withdrew their funding due to not wanting their reputations to be damaged. Now under new management, the Devs have decided to launch a massive expansion to remove the pay issue, bring back their lost player base, and redeeming their company’s reputation.
This new Expansion offers players the ability to construct and/or conquer their own bases. Breeding, capturing, and training monsters to serve as their allies in defending the fort. The ability to create custom items under specific conditions if they had the right class mastery. Players are able to gain greater abilities from a brand new skill tree that expands over a thousand branches. In addition to the upgraded UI, the game received a massive NPC overhaul introducing vast dialogue trees and a wide range of jobs classes with quests that reward SP.
Even a relationship system was introduced to allow players to befriend, even to seduce NPCs for discounts and stat bonuses. The announcement gained high praise with the first released beta version reaching many positive reviews and feedback. Things were beginning to look up for the entire company.
Except... for the Devs team. With the promise of large customization options, the Devs have been hard at work for several months creating the numerous assets and programming for the expansion. The task was like a mountain that kept growing larger by the day.
Wednesday, March 20th, 10:45 p.m.
”UUUUGGGGHHH, HOW MANY MORE DO WE HAVE TO MAKE?!” angrily shouts David slamming his head on his desk.
”One hundred twenty-six characters, thirty-five environments, and five hundred seventeen items to go, ” says Jason in an exhausted monotone voice.
”This isn’t faaaaiiirrr!” says Caroline, the last word came out as a yawn. She takes a large swig of her red bull, ”we only have one month till the deadline, and they fucking double the demand on us.”
”Oh, boy! Guess it’s going to become another death march, ” Jason states sarcastically, raising his arm.
”Yaaayyy, ” his fellow developers say joining him in sarcasm.
Friday, March 22th, 2:37 a.m. Two days since the ’death march’ has begun.
With several employment cuts to their company, the programming and art teams have been forced to share the responsibility of not only building the game but testing for bugs in it as well. At the end of every week on Friday, five members from both teams take a shift in bug testing and guess who’s turn it was this week...
”So, far... *yawn* so good, ” said Jason leaning on his arm. His screen was the only point of illumination in the room, the other death marchers have already passed out in sleeping bags or at their respective desks. Jason has been testing the game items and combat mechanics using his custom test character named Blackjack.
By the final hour of his shift, he had endured over seventy-two hours of staying up. His eyes had dark heavy bags under them and five empty cans of red bull were pulled on his desk. The end was nearly in sight he just has a few minutes to go. ”Alright, the combat and crafting system is completely bug-free, now for the boss test.”
The boss was a giant dragon that according to the quest script has been killing the nearby village’s sheep. His character encountered it in the mouth of a cave, it's piercing red eyes had a green glow to them. It came up bellowing a loud roar, the dark purple chest scales glowed as it mowed out dark smoke from its nostrils. This boss stood above his character. The battle went relatively smooth with no major bugs that couldn’t be fixed in the next update patch. He defeated the dragon just in time as his exhaustion reaches its limit, it made the boss fight strenuous yet with a little determination and the magic of Red Bull he managed to kill it. 
The black dragon’s attack patterns consisted of several slashing claw attacks followed by a powerful flame attack. It had a special area affect that could poison the player hence the purple coloring. Blackjack’s experience bar began to fill up and the loot distributed with no issues, his enemy dropped its standard items while you had to hit weak points to get the rare items.
The standards were a bag of ten thousand gold, ten black dragon scales, and a dragon claw. Its rare items included a dragon fang, a dragonhide battle coat, and finally the rarest item a black dragon egg. Jason sighed in relief upon seeing the egg’s texture had loaded properly. ”Okay... let’s see if these actually work, ” he says clicking the items. The coat equipped to his character with no issue, it doesn’t clip through his sheathed dagger. ”How about the fang, and other dragon part items, ” he clicks on the fang first causing it to transfer followed by the other dragon parts into his inventory.
His inventory was already filled with other items and equipment from his previous test runs. ”Last, but not least, ” he sleepily says as he clicks the dragon egg sliding it to his beast incubator slot. The egg transfers smoothly while the hatching time begins to count down.
”Yes!!” he shouted causing some of his coworkers to slightly stir, ”finally finished and not a single major bug in sig...”
Jason pauses as he looks at his stats, ”oh fuck, ” he curses under his breath as he sees his character continue to gain EXP. It was well beyond what the dragon was meant to give players. A long sigh escapes from his mouth as he looks at what time it is.
”I guess the EXP distribution is glitched *yawn*, we’re going to have to adjust that, ” he mutters half asleep. Jason somehow managed to email his big report before his fatigue finally catches up to him. He passes out on his keyboard with the game still on, a black spark flickers on the screen in the same place his character was.
March 23rd, 12:42 p.m., Everfree Forest.
Twilight Sparkle and Spike fly over the wild forest, their destination was the Castle of the Two Sisters. ”So, tell me again why we’re heading back to the old castle?” he asks while flying next to the purple alicorn.
”To gather artifacts for one of my magic class lectures, ” she responds. ”In times predating the founding of Equestria, the princesses collected many artifacts from the ancients.”
”The Ancients?” asks the young dragon.
”An ancient race of advanced creatures who had mastery in not only magic but equally advanced technology, ” she replies with clear zeal in her tone, ”creatures so old that they outdate every type of magic beast we know today. Including dragons mind you.”
“Wow, “ said Spike as his eyes widen, “Any idea what these guys looked like?”
“Only simple observations, they were bipedal with long legs and arms. The ancients had very small patches of fur on their bodies. They also wore clothing all the time to protect their skin from the elements, “ she answered, noticing Spike’s surprised expression. 
“You mean like that?” he says while pointing down.
“What?!” Twilight shouts while coming to a sudden stop, her eyes follow the direction where Spike is pointing. Below them was an unmoving figure who looked abnormal from the distance. Both decide to investigate by flying down and landing next to the strange creature. The figure is about six feet tall with dark brown skin, strangely enough, a black spade tattoo decorated his right eye. He had medium straight black hair with a white streak running through it. Clad in a black trench coat that has a white fur color, he wore black combat pants and steel-toed knee-high boots.
Twilight cautiously approached the creature with Spike hiding behind her back hoofs. “I-is it...?” he asks trailing off at the end. When the purple alicorn reaches him, she lightly places her hoof on his neck.
“It’s still breathing!” she states stepping back in surprise. Her number one assistant takes a quick peek at the creature, still a little hesitant. 
“Should we do something with it?” asks Spike, he goes over to poke the side of its face. “Not sure he’ll survive out here if we leave him like this...”
Suddenly, the strange creature spoke. “Mhm... five more... minutes, Mom...” sleepily says Jason as he rolls onto his side. This surprises both Equestrians causing them to take a sudden step back, they didn’t expect him to move in his sleep.
“What should we do?” asks Spike looking to Twilight for a decision. The alicorn was scanning the man with her eyes.
“Let’s get him to Princess Celestial, he might look okay now... but, there’s still a chance he could be injured somewhere, “ says Twilight, “she probably knows more about ancients like him than I do.”

			Author's Notes: 
Edited and Improved by Insecgon, https://www.fimfiction.net/user/355454/Insecgon

MMORPG stands for Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing game.
Devs short for Developers.
UI is User-Interface.
NPC stands for Non-Player Characters.
SP is Skill Points, not Stamina Points.
Death March is a term used when a Devs Team needs to spend several days and nights to hurriedly finish their project before a deadline.
EXP- Experience Points.

The story's opening is based on a lesser known isekai named "Death March to a Parallel World Rhasphony" the rest of the story will have a completely different plot than the anime it's based on, due to no tag for it I thought I should mention it, aside from that this takes place in an alternate world where Equestria Girls never happened. Feel free to give me some feedback
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Canterlot Castle, March 24th, 12:08 p.m.
Princess Celestia walks down the halls of Canterlot Castle escorted by four solar guards clad in full golden battle armor. They are more heavily armored due to the uncertainty surrounding the ancient. His race is capable of many great feats yet like any other being, these traits can also be used for more sinister purposes. It’s her duty as a princess to ensure her little ponies' safety. ”Has it awoken yet?” she asks as they entering the isolation room.
”Not yet, your majesty, ” responds the guard on her front right, ”this ancient was suffering from mental exhaustion when Princess Twilight brought it here.”
The isolation chamber is a pure white marble room, it can act as an interrogation room and separates their ’guest’ from any areas with a high pony concentration. Jason is laying on a solitary bed placed in the center of the room. Iron shackles are on his arms attaching him to the bed frame, he is no longer wearing his black coat since it has been confiscated by the guards.
”What of its items?” asks Celestia as she looks through a one-way mirror at the sleeping being. Her expression’s tenser than her usual calm demeanor, she is genuinely worried about how this creature will act.
”On the table, your highness, ” the same guard responds pointing his hoof to a nearby table on the right, ”those were all found attached to his unconscious form by Princess Twilight and her dragon, Spike. She reported feeling slight magical energy from the clothing item in question.”
”How peculiar...” she states while walking to the table intent on taking a closer look at his belongings. On the table is his spade black coat, five glass potions bottles filled with a red liquid, a Coltnese (Chinese) style iron sword with a polished platinum guard that has a black leather hilt holding it together, and finally, a basket-sized metal container with strange glowing green runes adorning both ends.
Princess Celestia notices when she casts some light from her horn that the coat is made of tightly woven dragon scales. This warrants further investigation so she prepares an appraisal spell to get it. Once she starts using it, she senses an unusual magic signature attached to each object. Her magic displays only their stats while an unseen ’magic’ gives short descriptions of each item.
Coat of the Shadow Dragon
~A rare item dropped upon defeating a rather gluttonous boss who has been terrorizing a village’s sheep population. It’s made from tightly packed black dragon scales fused together with shadow dragon hide. Remnants of the Shadow Dragon’s malicious intentions still remain in its materials, due to a careful craftsman's work the remanent magic can be learned safely if the wearer’s will is strong enough. The white fur coat is just an artistic choice that ironically keeps the user warm.
Strength and Agility: +10
Fire Immunity: +20
Dark Magic Affinity: +20
Maximum Healing Potion ×5
~One of the strongest healing potions in the Beast Quest world, although some criticize it for only healing health. Made from only the freshest herbs it takes a master level Potion Maker to produce.
Completely restores a person’s HP.
Nemesis Raid
~A blade forged by a dwarf blacksmith’s hands, originally flame element minerals were added to create the metal. Platinum protects the blade’s weak point whilst Coal Crocodile leather binds the sword together. When the other blacksmiths discovered black magic flames were used to forget the weapon, it was sealed away in an enchanted dungeon out of fear. It was found during a dungeon challenge that revealed... the blade is perfectly harmless to use it only requires a disciplined master to wield it.
Dark Damage: +30
Fire Damage: +10
Required Level: 100
As her attention goes to the mysterious container, she is about to appraise it when one of her solar guards interrupts her. “Princess!! He’s finally waking up, “ the guard shouts, shifting the alicorn’s attention back to their previously slumbering guest.
Jason slowly leans up still dazed from his exhaustion-induced rest, “*yawn* damn, how long was I oouuuu...” The sudden brightness of the pure white room and the noise as his chains shifted cause him to him freeze. He rubs his eyes barely believing the situation he’s in, including a peculiar something he sees. After rubbing his eyes, the apparent reality of his situation sets in. “What the actual fuck?!” he yells in confusion, his eyes dart around at the white surroundings until he notices the display on the borders of his vision.
It’s a full HUD, only it is formatted to stay in place as his eyes look in any direction.
Top Left
BLACKJACK♤
LVL: 350
HP: 2000/2000
MP: 800/800
Top Right
A mini-map is in a circle, it shows the layout of Canterlot Castle with the place’s name under it in black letters.
Lower HUD
On the left are a status window listing what he has gained and his status effects. Most recently is his test with the Black Dragon Boss. In the center is an easy access Hotbar with ten empty item slots.
”The hell? This is the same HUD as Beast Quest, ” he says grabbing his chin, ”I wonder if...” As soon as he thinks about it, his character's skill tree pops into his vision. 
He skims over the several branches observing how they’re working. ”Woah, that is huge. Guess those extra hours paid off if the skill tree branches are actually working, ” he says cheerfully while being surprised by how many Blackjack has unlocked, ”Looks just like the game. But, when’d we get a budget for VR gameplay? And... how did I get roped into testing it out after a three-day shift?”
After five minutes of testing out his UI, the door to the isolation room opens as four armored guards enter. They surround Jason on both sides while Princess Celestia immediately enters. His eyes widen at the sight of multicolored equine's wearing armor. Like himself, their statuses appear in the simple text in plain sight above their heads.
Princess Celestia {Co-Ruler of Equestria}
LVL: 150
HP: 1000/1000
MP: 1000/1000
Solar Guard Prism Edge 
Lvl: 80
HP: 500/500
MP: 300/300
Solar Guard Milkie Way
Lvl: 82
HP: 550/550
MP: 300/300
Solar Guard Lake Stream
Lvl: 81
HP: 550/550
MP: 300/300
Solar Guard Silver Bell
Lvl:80
HP: 500/500
MP: 300/300
[Hmmm, pretty high levels.] His eyes focus on the tallest equine, who has a longhorn protruding from her head with spirals going along it. As her royal title suggests a golden crown adorns her head. She wears a thick horse collar-like item which he guesses is more like a thick necklace since she’s royalty. Her coat’s pure white save for the sun symbol adorning her flanks. What catches his attention the most is how her hair and tail move as though there’s invisible wind blowing. Jason snaps out of his daze when it looks like the white alicorn is about to speak.
”Greetings, I am Princess Celestia, one of Equestria’s two rulers, ” she says in a kind yet professional tone, unfortunately, all Jason hears is neighs and whinnies coming from her mouth. Before he can respond, guessing she’s introducing herself as any leader will, an update pops into his status bar.
Acquired Skill: Ponish, Equestrian Language.
”Oh, thank God, ” he says quickly maxing out his newly acquired skill. Due to the EXP distribution glitching, he has skill points to spare. Able to understand the talking equine royal he responds to her introduction with his own.
”Hello, I’m Ja...” he pauses mid-introduction while looking at the ponies' names again. Realizing his own name will sound pretty odd he decides to use his character’s, ”Blackjack, my name is Blackjack.”
While a little surprised by how much tension he puts on saying his name, Princess Celestia chalks it up to him still being tired. ”It’s very nice to meet you, Blackjack, ” she replies kindly, ”I have many questions for you about the state you were found in.” Jason looks at her confused until a loud rumble sounds from his stomach, he smiles a bit embarrassed by this. ”Hehe, you must be quite hungry after your long slumber, let us get you something to eat, ” she comments while using her magic to unlock his shackled arms.
Acquired Skill: Lockpicking.
Acquired Skill: Telekinetic Magic.
He decides to leave those skills alone, for the time being, Jason slowly gets up from the bed stretching his arms. Princess Celestia begins walking out of the isolation to which he follows behind her. Two guards walk on both their sides, one pair to guard the princess and the other to watch Jason. As they walk into the viewing area he notices his equipment on the table. He eagerly walks over to retrieve his character's things while the guards watch him cautiously. Upon reaching the table, the metal container begins to brightly glow causing the guards to take defensive positions.
”What’re you doing to that thing?!” a guard yells pointing his spear at Jason with his fellow guards joining in.
He throws his hands up. ”N-Nothing I swear!” answers Jason while leaning away from the sharp spearheads.
”Then, what’s that thing?!” asks another guard motioning toward the glowing object with his eyes.
”It’s just an Incubator, ” Jason fearfully responds, turning his attention toward the glowing item. Princess Celestia signals for her guards to stand down while the item’s owner quickly walks over to it. He places his hands on the incubator and its middle section opens revealing a shaking black egg.
”A Dragon egg?” Celestia asks curiously while approaching Jason. Before he could explain why he has a dragon egg, it begins to crack indicating it is starting to hatch. He carefully extracts it from the incubator and places it on the table. The eggshell breaks apart shortly afterward revealing the newly born dragon. Its scales are a light shade of greyish-black, pale purple scales adorned its chest. On its head are some small nubs where horns will grow from and a few strands of silver hair.
Jason looks closely over the dragon, as a status window appears next to it.
Black Dragon Wyrmling (F)
LVL: 1
Stage: 1/5
HP: 10/10
MP: 10/10
”A female dragon, huh?” he says calming down. He takes this opportunity to put on his coat to which the little lady climbs up it to reach his face. Light nuzzling follows as he simply allows her to do, Princess Celestia giggles at the sight that reminds her of a younger Twilight and Spike.
”She thinks you’re her father, ” she says with light humor, ”what is her name going to be?”
Jason pets the little dragons head causing her to let out a sound similar to purring only it sounds closer to hissing. ”A name, huh?”He looks back at his character’s name and an idea pops into his mind, Jason selects her name box using his mental cursor. Quickly he deletes the previous name, then he types in her new one. ”How’s the name Clover sound?” he asks while looking at the dragon. She squeals, albeit more like hisses, in excitement at her new name as a status update appears.
Title Earned: Dragon Breeder (Lesser)
CLOVER♧ has joined your party.
Below her newly changed name is her stats and an owner slot with Blackjack filling it. 
”Come, let’s get you both fed and then I hope you will answer my questions, ” Princess Celestia says walking toward the exit.
”Sure thing, I see no problems with that, ” he says shrugging while following behind her Clover in tow.
Private Dining Hall, Canterlot Castle, 1:25 p.m.
Princess Celestia sits at the head of the table observing the scene before her, Blackjack and Clover are devouring plate after plate. Salads, fruits, bread, soup, water, fruit juice and in Clover’s case gemstones; no plate is safe from their relentless appetites. 
After both have their fifteenth plate, they lean back in their chairs sharing content grins. He lets out a content sigh as his dragon party member lets out a content sounding hiss. “Ahem, “ coughs out the Princess calling for Blackjack’s attention. “If you’re finished with your meal, there are a few things I would like to discuss.”
“Oh, right!” he says as he sits up, “ask away.”
“I would like to know how you arrived here. What is your most recent memory before passing out?“ she asks.
“I’m not entirely sure, Princess. Things are a bit fuzzy, but I’ll tell you what I can... I remember defeating a dragon that was terrorizing a village. Putting Clover’s egg into the incubator after finding it, and I think I walked over to a tree. After that I passed out and woke up in your kinda creepy white room, “ he calmly answers recounting his character’s test boss battle. Clover is munching on some rubies in a plastic bowl. “Do you think it’s possible that someone summoned me here?” 
”It’s possible given enough magic and knowing how to use it. But, no pony comes to mind at the moment, ” responds the alicorn while sipping her tea, ”for now, it might be best to get you and young Clover accustomed to life in Equestria.”
”That sounds just lovely, Princess, ” Blackjack accepts with optimism as they get up from their seats. The group walks down the castle halls, Clover is sitting on her master’s head as he walks. He decides to test something and selects an item from his inventory, he makes it look like he has had the item in his coat pocket the whole time. The item is a crystal oddly shaped like an hourglass which is transparent. Blackjack offers the item to Clover who eats it in one bite, her size slowly begins to grow.
Party Member, Clover used up a Time Shift Stone. 
She has started rapidly growing through the dragon infant stage.
[So, all my items work, even the old cash shop items from a previous patch.] A scheming smirk appears on his face as Clover spreads her wings in an attempt to fly. She’s wobbly at first yet manager to regain her balance and flies back to her master.
”Amazing, she’s growing at a faster pace than other dragons I have seen, ” admits Celestia impressed by the dragon’s movements, ”Pray tell... how were you able to make her develop so fast in under an hour since she hatched?”
”Hehe, well I that’s because–”
”Because Daddy Blackjack is the best!” yells Clover as she lands next to his leg, this is followed up by a tender hug on his leg. ”Daddy, can I have another gem?” she pleads with her version of puppy dog eyes, her green eyes sparkling and a wide smile adorning her face.
”Maybe later, but for now I’ll let you have this, ” he says giving her a small potion bottle.
EXP Enhancer Removed
”Yay!!!” Clover exclaims taking the bottle and chugging it down. Once the last drop is gone, Blackjack receives a notification on his HUD.
Clover♧ has reached Level 10
Skill Tree is now Unlocked.
[Wow, I guess these items really were broken for level farming, I owe Caroline five bucks.] Blackjack sighs as they reach the throne room.
”Now then, Blackjack, we will aid you in getting accustomed to many different races living in Equestria. I have the perfect way to do it, ” she says gracefully sitting in her throne.
”A national tour?” he guesses slight excitement in his voice. Clover holds onto his pant leg not really understanding what was going on.
”You will see a few different races all the same, but not quite, ” she says with a slight giggle.
School of Friendship, Ponyville, 2:00 p.m.
Blackjack’s face embodies disappointment as he stands hunched over while looking at the large brightly colored building. Clover flies next to him still confused.
"School....she sent me.....to a School."

			Author's Notes: 
This one was a little difficult to write, I wanted to keep the consistency with the Incubator and quickly push through the basic introductions of The characters abilities and tools. I aim to improve from this and bring more exciting chapters in the future
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School of Friendship 
BlackJack glumly walks toward the main entrance of the ridiculously named school.
"Hey daddy why are you so upset? We get to meet al kinds of new people shouldn't you be excited?" the dragon curiously asks flying over his shoulder.
"It's school Clover...School!!" he says with a cringe as they enter." No sensible creature over the age of 10 can enjoy school, that's fact" he says as they walk through the halls. the students stare at the two odd creature walking past them. Clover was passable as a new student and already catching the attention of the male and some female dragon students, The human however was getting suspicious and even some terrified looks.

"What is that thing?" a pony student whispers to her hippogriff friend. 
"I don't know, but It looks scary" she responds.
BlackJacks eyes scan across the  halls as he walks, almost every creatures stats and levels averaged between Levels Five to Ten. as he turns the corner he spots a unique set of stats

Twilight Sparkle{Princess of Friendship}
Lvl: 125
HP: 900/900
MP:1500/1500
Spike Sparkle {Dragon Lord (Former)}
Lvl: 20
Stage:2
HP: 500/500
MP: 100/100

Twilight spots the 2 as they approach
"Hello, you must be Black Jack" she says smiling extending her hoof. "I'm Twilight Sparkle, hand Mare of the school of Friendship"
"BlackJack " he says happily shaking her hoof. "And this is Clover" he adds pointing to empty space
"Uhhhh...Hi Clover" spike says akwardly patronizing.
"Huh?" He says looking around him. The dragon girl is no where in sight "Oh no" he says concerned. 
"What's wrong?" Spike asked with a curious look.
"Clovers run off somewhere" black Jack responds  pulling up his screens
"Maybe she's already made a friend" Twilight comments optimistically.
Stop right there!!!* a voice roars around the  corner. Suddenly Clover Dashes by over the group clutching a majestic light blue dress and a bowl of gems under her arms, immediately after a orange dragon with smeared lipstick on her face flies after her.
Acquired skill: Aerodynamic
Acquired skill:Stealing
["huh so I can gain skills from her actions too, good to know"] 
He watches as the dragons continue flying back and forth, Smolder closely catching up to Clover. But with a devious smirk blackjack quickly upgrades her stats using her unspent skill points
Clover♧
STR: 15->25
VIT:15->20
DEX:10->20
LCK:5->7
INT:5->8
EDU:15->25
with her new boost clover managed to outmaneuver smolder causing her to crash into a pillar, afterwards she flew back to her master.
"Hey dad, check out the loot I got" she say landing infront of him and holding out her prizes. BlackJack want to laugh, but seeing the looks on Twilight and Spikes faces as they helped smolder held him back.
"What is wrong with you!" Twilight yells approaching clover. "You could've seriously hurt her!"
"Hey...I'm a tough dragon, I can handle a little crash!!" Smolder says prideful as she returns to her feet but slightly wobbles
"See? *munch* She's fine." Clover says eating one of the gems from the bowl. 
"It still wasn't very nice." Spike says flying to her with a stern look
"Hey the only people I need to be nice to are Daddy BlackJack and Princess SunButt" she says proudly dropping the bowl of gems. a small snort escapes BlackJack as he continues to hold his laughter, even Spike gave a slight chuckle at her comment.
"Besides, it was fun" clover says as she tries to put the dress on, Seeing her struggle with it blackjack kneels down and begins to help her put it on properly 
"Sorry about that, she has a lack of common sense." He apologizes as he helps the dragon slip her arms through the petticoat sleeves.
"Well that's obvious" smolder comments picking up her bowl of gems." Stealing gems is so immature" how old is she anyway?
"Two... maybe three hours." BlackJack says casually as he zips up the dress. "There we go." He says standing to his feet.
Acquired Skill: Dresser
Clover giggles in excitement and begins looking at herself. Taking his eyes of her BlackJack notices the three creatures frozen with shocked expressions on thier faces.
"What?"he says confused
"3 hours!!!"Smolder yells enraged," your telling me I got out flown by a baby fresh out of her egg!!! "
"Calm down smolder" spike says trying to ease the tension. "Let's go get some icecream and rubies that'll help" he says as they walk down the hall.
"H..h...how?......" twilight stammers trying to get her question out. After a bit of hyper ventilation and excited jabbering 
twilight managed to regain her words. "Maybe we should go somewhere private fo talk"
"I agree" blackjack replys.
Twilights office
Several minutes have passed, spike has rejoined the group and even brought tea for everyone. Twilight sits at her desk sipping her tea, Clover still wearing the dress sits on BlackJacks lap sipping her tea. BlackJack on the the other hand was taking the opportunity of the silence to experiment with his skill tree, since his avatars leveling was caused by a glitch it had also loaded him with 10 times more SP than he was allowed.
"Sooo" twilight says attempting to break the silence.
BlackJack closes his screens and looks at the princess. 
"Princess Celestia has asked me to show you around the school to help you get adjusted to our world and the creatures in it." Twilight says with joyful tone " with that we can start you with one of our beginner courses of equestrian culture and then we can..."
"Stop"Black Jack says patting Clovers head signaling her to get up. Clover flies up and lands next to spike standing only inches shorter than him due to his mohawk like spikes.
"No offense princess but I have no intention of attending classes" he says standing and walking to the window.
"What? Why not" twilight says confused
"Because  I'm too old to attend a school for something as simple Friendship" he says ending the sentence with air quotes.
Twilight and spike look at each other shock by his words 
"Look, my species learns everything about friendship when we are children and it naturally develops within us 
"Really?" Twilight says writing on a stray piece of paper. " go on"
"We are naturally adaptive to new environments especially developed ones like your pony society" BlackJack says rambling on, as twilight continues writing." We are omnivorous and out skin and hair come in many different colors depending on where we are born."
" uh huh uh huh"Twilight continues writing with her expression getting more and more excited.
"We also have 3 foot long sex organs and the ability to impregnate creatures by looking at them" he says looking at twilight with an arrogant smirk
"You can what!!!!" She says jumping up with her face blushing bright red.
BlackJack bursts out laughing at the embarrassed mare. " hehe so are you done with your reasearch then" he says with a wide smile
"Yep yep"she says rapidly nodding her head rolling up the scroll. " Anyway! I'd also like to know how clover is so big despite being born literally hours ago" she says calming down and sitting. 
"Oh I used magic speed up her growth." He says petting Clover.
Twilight and spike looks at him confused since equestrian magic can only hatch the eggs not increase thier age, plus raising a creature isn't something to be rushed.
"Why would you do that" she asks with a concerned look
" to save time" he says calmly picking up clover and holding her like a baby
"What do you mean save time?" Twilight ask slightly bothered by his response 
" stage one dragons have no useful skills or even the ability to speak, that's why I prefer to skip the first stage" he says tickling clovers nose as she giggles
"But she's a living creature you shouldn't rush her age for your convenience" she says strictly with spike nodding in agreement looking slightly upset. 
Acquired title: Coldhearted
"I don't see her complaining" he says putting clover down in the chair and giving her a gem
"You don't know what kind of side effects the magic will have on her" she says lecturing him as her turns around with an annoyed look on his face
"You mean like him?" he says pointing at spike
spikes face turns to confused shock as  he looks at twilight who's eyes widen with surprise and guilt." what's he talking about twilight?" the dragon asks shaken

"..I..I" twilight says struggling to answer her little brother.
Used Skill: Analysis
"When she hatched you with her magic it was uncontrolled and the side effect was your stunted growth" Blackjack says looking at the small dragon, with his stats pulled up in full
Spike Sparkle
Breed: Rare
Lvl:20
Stage: 3
STR: 5
VIT:5
DEX:7
LCK:3
INT:20
EDU:10
Status: stunted growth, malnourishment
"He's also malnourished, have you been feeding him nothing but gems his whole life? " he says looking at twilight" you do know that 80% of a dragon's diet is meat right? gems are a good for filling a belly but not for health and protein which also explains why he's so weak." 
Spikes eyes widen realizing that everything he said makes sense, his size, his weakness, his whole personality. he loved his family and friends greatly but he had always wonder why he was so different from other dragons, why his wing came in so late. he finally had his answer. All spike could do is drop to his knees and cry as clover walked to him patting his head.
"It's my fault..."twilight says tearing up and dropping her head in guilt 
["oh shit, this got dark fast"]
Blackjack felt pretty awful, clearly this issue was bigger than he thought it'd be and it clarified a thought he had in the back of his mind since he got here, he's definitely not in a game. he reaches out and pets twilights mane, surprised twilight lifts her head to see his calm smile.
"Its not your fault you couldn't have known" he says with a caring face while rapidly pouring SP into his charisma tree. "Everyone makes mistakes, the important thing is to learn from them."
Acquired Title: Wise Man
Acquired Title: Horse Whisperer
"but because of me...."she's stopped by blackjacks finger over her muzzle.
"Calm down, I think I can help him" he says reaching into his pocket while scrolling through his inventory, he kneels down to spike who looks at him with tearful eyes as he pulls out a vial of sky blue liquid
Stat recovery potion(Max) removed
"drink this and it should remove the effects and resume your growth cycle, but you'll need to start eating better and training if you want to build your strength" he says handing him the bottle 
r.. really? this will fix me? spike says looking up at the man with hope in his eyes
"your not broken kid, just a little sick" blackjack says with a warm smile petting the dragons head
"No fair!! I want you to pet me too" Clover says pouting, as spike chuckles
"*sigh* yeah yeah" black jack says petting her with his other hand.
Twilight begins to dry here tears and smiled, she was extremely grateful to Blackjack for not only lifting her spirts but fixing her long standing mistake. she found it odd how a creature who spoke so coldly with harsh logic could also be so caring and supportive, It was almost like he was being of living harmony. Blackjack stood up watching spike as he drake the potion
-Spike's Status: Default-
Acquired Title: Caretaker
Acquired Title : Dragon Breeder ( Lesser 2 )
With that Dark moment passed, twilight introduces blackjack and Clover to her friends and the school, after introductions the students fear of the man faded, naturally Pinkie Pie called for a party and with her party cannon it was setup without issue.
Acquired skill: Party Planning
Acquired Schematic : Party canon
during the party, smolder walked up to Clover still wearing her dress and pulled her away from the party, Blackjack slowly followed acting as if he was going to the snack table to make sure his little dragon was safe.
Used Skill: Eavesdropping
"Hey...so um.....Can I have my dress back please?" she asked embarrassed
"Huh? oh sure" she says removing the dress and handing it to smolder " it's really cute but I think it looks better on you" she says smiling at the now red faced orange dragon.
"you...you think so?" she asks looking to the side"weren't you a little embarrassed being seen?"
"Why would I be? Dragons look great in anything" she says happily before running back to the party.
Night falls as the moon rises, Twilight and her friends decide to keep their party going at the castle of Friendship. they gather snacks and Cider for their fun. The dragons turned in an hour later, while the ponies kept partying in the map room.
"Hey blackjack you seem like a tough guy think you outdrink me and Applejack?" rainbow dash says holding up her mug challenging him. 
"Your on!" he says clacking his mug against hers, the cider was basically soda compared to human booze but after chugging mug after mug he began to get a good buzz. 
"your....pretty guud brack jack" rainbow says drunkly putting her arm around his neck
"He's one hay of a drinker" applejack agrees raising her mug.
as the contest continues, Twilight and Pinky had already passed out, Fluttershy and Rarity had already gone home the only ones left were the three drunkards. Applejack and Rainbow were already blasted from the 4 barrels of Cider they drank but blackjack was only mildly buzzed and still drinking before he knew it time had passed and every pony had already passed out.

"Huh either my tolerance is too high or their drinks are weak" he says grabbing the cider barrel and chugging it. after finishing the last of the cider, 
blackjack wanders the halls of the castle and happens upon the library. he enters and begins looking through the shelves for anything of interest.
Item Acquired: Equestrian Atlas
Item Acquired: Basic Magic
Item Acquired: Magical Lore
Item Acquired: Equestrian history
Item Acquired: Creatures of Equestria

Blackjack read through each book learning much about Equestria and its magic
-Map Updated-
Skill Acquired: cartography
Skill Acquired: Teleportation magic
Skill Acquired: Speed reading
Title Acquired: Researcher
20+ other things Acquired
Amazingly the constant updates to his Hud were making him sleepier than the reading. he eventually began to lose consciousness as he opened the final book on his list. right as he got to the first page he passed out with his head in the book

-Bestiary Updated-

			Author's Notes: 
explaination:    [ ] means that the character is thinking
God this was a long one, I was a little conflicted with the emotional scene but i thought it was the best way to show a bit of blackjacks personality as more neutral than good. 
any advice on how to improve is always helpful, Thanks for reading :)


	
		Occupational living hazard



Castle of Friendship, 11:24 AM
Blackjack Awakens in the Library with the sun shining in his eyes from the upper window, his status window is loaded with the numerous skills and information he gained. what caught his eye was the very last update before he passed out
-Bestiary Updated-
Entering his inventory ,he scrolled to his Key items tab and entered the bestiary. within it were detailed descriptions of mythical creatures of every shape and size ordered alphabetically by their native environments at the very end of the table  of contents was a new chapter labeled Equestria.
["This is pretty useful, it not only describes the creatures it identifies their strengths, weaknesses, and valuable parts".]
he stands and begins walking while reading through the Pony sections of the bestiary, he had no intention of fighting these cute little horses but It never hurts to be prepared. reentering the map room he smiled at the sight. Twilight was still asleep in her chair, pinkie was snoring with her head shoved in her party canon, Applejack and Rainbow Dash were cuddling on the floor surrounded by the empty mugs. he exits and walks toward the front door.
"Hey dad wait up" Clover says flying down to him, " where are you going?"
"We, are going to get some food" he says walking out the door
"Great I'm Starving" she says happily flying after him
They walk through the town greeting ponies. As they pass by the restaurants and markets Clover looks at her master in confusion.
"Hey dad where are we going? we already passed the food places." Clover asks confused as she continues to follow him.
"I'm sick of eating vegetables and bread" he says complaining as they enter the Ever free forest. Blackjack looks through the area black jack scans his map for creatures. On the map he spots 3 red markers surrounding a single blue marker.
"So what are we looking for in the for...hey wait!!" Clover yells seeing her master run off and flying after him.
Blackjack closes in on the marker, upon arriving he spots a light blue unicorn with white hair wearing a starry wizard hat and cape standing atop a carriage firing weak blasts at 3 large aggressive red boars.
"Get back you beasts" the unicorn says blasting away at the boars but her attacks did little more than anger the beasts as they continued bashing the cart causing it to shake and her to lose her footing and falling to the ground, as the boars approached the girl fear begins to take hold right until BlackJack cut through each of the boars in one slash splashing blood on the pony's face.
"Are you ok?" Clover asks helping her to her feet.
"F-fine... thank you." She responds snapping out of her daze and wiping the blood off her face. "Trixie is grateful for the help, she's never seen these beasts before" she says looking at blackjack who is staring at the slain beasts
"I'm Clover and that's my dad blackjack" the dragon says pointing at her master who was staring at the freshly slain beasts.
[ "It can't be..."] 
Blackjack knells down pulling out a dagger and cuts open the beasts causing Trixie to wretch and look away.
Skill Acquired: Skinning
Title Acquired: Hunter (Lesser)
Maxing out the skills Black jack disembowels and skins the boars, while Trixie turns to Clover.
"What's he doing" she asks clover with a grossed out look on her face
"I don't know" Clover says shrugging as her master continues tearing the beasts flesh.
"Clover get some wood" he commands pulling out intestines
Acquired Item: Red Bad Boar Meat x9
Acquired Item: Red Bad Boar Hide x3
Acquired Item: Red Bad Boar Tusk x6
"On it" the dragon says fling to the nearby trees grabbing branches and small logs. Trixie stands watching the two in action, showing no fear of the Ever free or the monsters in it. after a few minutes the three are now sitting in a fresh made camp.
"Ok let's get a fire going, Clover your up" he says looking at the young dragon
"Right!" the young dragon says taking a deep breath and breathing purple fire onto the wood. Black jack then passed her a stick with several pieces of meat skewered on it.
Acquired Skill: Camping
Acquired Skill: Cooking
"Hold it over the fire for a few minutes." Black jack says placing other skewers into the ground leaning near the flame. " now then, what's your name?" he says to the blue unicorn

"Trixie Lulamoon, also known as the Great and powerful Trixie!!" She says confidently smiling, Black jack raises an eyebrow looking at her.
Trixie Lulamoon {Street Magician}
Lvl:30
HP: 310/500
MP: 100/100
"Suuuurrrre" he says sarcastically. as he takes a bite of the skewer. " so..*munch*.. why are you so bad a magic? he says with is mouthful. Trixie's eyes widen in shock at his comment and she stomps the ground.

"Excuse Me!, I am one of the top mages in Equestria....
Skill acquired: Deception
Skill acquired: Silver Tongue
Skill acquired: Lie Detection
[ "This Horse has a serious superiority complex"]
As Trixie Continues ranting blackjack maxes out his new skills and continues eating with clover
"… and then We stopped Chrysalis and saved Equestria" Trixie finished with a confident look, Clover had sparkles in her eyes from trixie's story but blackjack was unimpressed. " how can you still be unimpressed by Trixie after hearing her tale of grandeur" she pouts looking at the man.
"You still didn't answer my question." He says boredly looking at the unicorn. " why are you so bad at magic?" he says finishing his skewer.
"what would a swordsman know about magic" Trixie responds defensively
Blackjack raises an eyebrow as he throws away the skewer stick. he stands and points his hand to the right." Black Inferno!!!" he chants as a large torrent of Black Fire erupts from his hand and scorches everything in its path all the way to the end. Trixie just stared at the scorched hole in the forest " Now that's magic" he says looking back to Trixie who's eyes were wide and her jaw dropped.
Acquired Title: Trail Blazer
"Wow!!! your really powerful dad." Clover says excited at the site.
"C'mon Clover, lets get a smoothie" he says kicking dirt onto the fire and walking through the scorched hole.
"Yay!!!" she says happily following him
As they exit the Forest they hear Trixie yell out to them
"Hey!!! wait up Master!!!" Trixie yells running after them pulling her cart along with her. "please teach Trixie how to be great and powerful like you" she says bowing to him.
"I'm sorry, what?" He says looking at her confused 
"Trixie wants to be a great magician and your the greatest she's seen aside from the princesses and her friend starlight, so please train trixie." She says dropping to all four of her knees. 
"Uhhh" he says confused, suddenly clover tugs on his coat to call his attention.
"C'mon dad, teach her how to be awesome like you" she says looking up at him
"I don't even know if I can....." he stops realizing that both of them were looking at him like sad puppies. "* sigh* fine fine I'll train you"
"Hooray!!!!" the two girls cheer hugging each other
"but there's a catch" Black jack says holding up his finger. " in order for me to truly train you and make you stronger, you'll have to become one of my Beasts.
Your...Beasts?. Trixie says tilting her head in confusion.
"yep" Blackjack says nodding " In my world the best way to make creatures of a different race powerful we tame and train them using magic and battle experience, but since you are intelligent all I have to do is monitor your stats and properly use your experience" he explains leaving both girls confused
"I'm sorry master but It sounds like you want to enslave me " she says cautiously taking a step back 
" Kinda but it's not that bad, Clover here is one of my beasts but she sees me as more of a father than a master" he says gesturing to the dragon girl who smiles at trixie
"Its true, I only hatched yesterday and I'm already flying better than older dragons" she says smiling and holding up a peace sign.
Trixie begins to ease up realizing the sad truth that if he wanted to enslave her he would have done it without asking but she asked for him to train her, and he actually agreed despite her arrogance and weakness earlier. Was being one of his so called beast really that bad?
"Master BlackJack, what freedoms would being one of your beasts cost me?" She asked sternly looking into his eyes
"Technically all of them , but since your not a wild animal I won't need to restrict you, the only things you'll lose is the ability to lie to me and the right to manage your stats."He explains
Stats master? She asks confused
"Your physical and magical attributes, as get stronger you can upgrade your abilities to be better in your chosen path" he says as he point to clover "in Clovers case I made her strong and fast to be better at flying."
"Really?" Trixie says looking at the dragon 
"Uhuh" clover nods agreeing
" but when the time comes for you two to upgrade to an actual class it's your choice, I want you to choose your own destiny not follow mine." He says with a warm smile
Acquired title: Inspirational Speaker
Both of the girls looked at him in joy. Clover was happy knowing her life was hers even if BlackJack owned her, and Trixie was relieved that he was going to not only train her but help her fulfill her dream.
"Ok then master Trixie is ready to be claimed by you" she says proudly before suddenly blushing " uh I meant..um..." she jabbers  realizing her error in phrasing
BlackJack laughs at her embarrassment before petting her head " it's ok I get what you mean" he says with a chuckle. "Now kneel so i can form the pact" 
The spade on black Jack's face begins to glow, along with trixie's cutie mark a green dark magic circle surrounds both of them, BlackJack places his hand on trixie head and his dark magic began to flow into her.
"Ahhh!!" Trixie yelps in pain as a glowing spade symbol is formed over her cutie mark.
"Don't worry that's normal" BlackJack says continuing the spell.
Soon the spell completes, on trixie's flank now sits a large black spade with her cutie mark printed on it.
New Beast Aquired: Trixie the Unicorn
"Thank for accepting me as your student oh Great and Powerful BlackJack" trixie says joyfully hugging him.
'Just call me BlackJack" he sighs
"As you wish master BlackJack."she says still hugging.
Finally they exit the mile long scortched tunnel BlackJack had opened and walked towards ponyville, 
"Now let's get those smoothies"
"Right!!" The girls say following him.
After they leave, the hole in the everfree doesn't regrow  and deep within the darker area of the forest, burning red eyes star at the open path.

			Author's Notes: 
Finally going to get some action, what did you guys think of this one? I personally enjoy involvement from characters other than the main 6, stay tuned for the  next chapter :)


	
		Dealings



Sugar cube Corner, Mid afternoon

Blackjack and his beasts sat at one of the outside tables enjoying smoothies. Trixie is having an orange, banana and raspberry smoothie, Clover is having a strawberry and chocolate smoothie with black cherry and blackjack was enjoying  a mocha latte after finding out that equestria had coffee like drinks he just couldn't resist.
While the girls enjoyed their smoothies BlackJack was looking through Trixie's stats
Trixie Lulamoon {street  magician}
lvl 30
Owner: BlackJack
HP: 300/ 300
MP: 100/100
STR: 15
VIT: 20
DEX:40
LCK:10
INT:15
EDU:30
Her build was better built for a rouge not a mage. After trixie told him more about her he realized that she was literally a magician not a mage, her entire magic skill list could be found in a childs magic kit back on earth. He sat there thinking of what to do with her until she noticed her gesturing to him.
"Master are you ok? You're staring into space really hard" Trixie says waving her hoof in his face.
"He does that alot" clover responds slurping her smoothie.
"What are you thinking about." Trixie asks curious
"How odd your stats are" blackjack responds. " you say you want to do magic right?" 
Trixie nods in agreement as he continues 
"But your act doesn't require much magic, just speed and slight of hand watch" black Jack mockingly does the removing your thumb stick but the girls are in aw at his magical abilities. 
"That's amazing master you can even do stage magic like a pro" trixie says clapping her hooves.
"Oh Lord" BlackJack says facepalming. BlackJack decides to update trixie's stats with what she needed.
Trixie Lulamoon 
STR: 15 -> 30
VIT: 20 -> 30
DEX:40->50
LCK:10->15
INT:15-> 30
EDU:30->40
With the boost to her INT and DEX BlackJack unlocked Illusion branch on her skill tree as well as the dark magic tree.
"Ok perfect" BlackJack says confidently closing the menu only to see the girls with confused looks on thier face. "Oh right,  I used our pact to boost your magical power and agility."
Trixie's eyes lit up like a hearts warming tree " really? I'm already more powerful?" She says with a bright smile.
"Yep, you already had a good amount of unused strength so I just put it where it was needed." He says taking another sip of his mocha.
"Hey what about me?" Clover asks standing in her chair. 
"I already increased your stats, you need to level up more before you get anything good." He says leaning back in his seat.
Castle of Friendship, same time
The mane 6 have long been awake but with complications. 
"Uaagggggjhhhh" rainbow groans with an Ice pack on her head and sunglasses on
" Ay need a raw egg....2 shots of chilisauce, salt, pepper  and a unicorn to shoot me. apple jack adds with her face planted on the table.
" that's what you get for competing with a creature from another world" Twilight says lecturing as she puts glasses of water and medicine on the tray.
Rainbow rolls her eyes and looks down at the map of friendship "Uh Twilight, why is there a hole in the Ever
free forest?
"What do you meEEEEEAAAAAAAAAANNN!!!!" she screams as she spots the large split in the Ever free. 
Within the hour the Mane 6 had gathered to the large hole.
"Ok girls I've already sent a letter to princess Celestia she'll send reinforcements" Twilight says leading the group through the hole. rarity and twilight light the way with their magic. the path is straight forward and covered in ashes and charred vines.
"Ew what's that smell?" rainbow says covering her muzzle
"It's absolutely repulsive" rarity adds wrapping a velvet scarf around her muzzle
"What could make such a horrible....AAAAAHHHHHH!!!!" Fluttershy screams upon spotting the bones and tossed guts of 3 creature before puking behind a tree. "what kind of monster would do this?
Snorts and squeals are heard from the bushes catching the girls attention. suddenly 6 blue boars come running toward the ponies, twilight blasts the ground with magic causing the boars to lose traction and slip. Fluttershy immediately goes to largest of them and pets it.
"Are you ok Mr.Boar? she asks helping the boar stand. the boar responds with snorts and shrieks." *gasp* how far?" she asks concerned. The boar answers before running off to the forest.
"What did he say?" twilight asks
"He said that a red Alpha is chasing them"
Well how far is it? Apple jack asks before 3 seconds later a massive crimson boar busts through the trees with blazing red eyes.

"Not far" Fluttershy answers shaking.
The boar charges at them, twilight puts up a barrier around them right as the boar strikes. The barrier cracks but still repels the boar. The Alpha is pushed back but recovers and bashes against it again. the shield was faltering with each bash. rarity reinforces the barrier with her own magic but it still cracked from the boars strikes
"What do we do Twilight?" Applejack asks distressed as the barrier continues cracking.
After a few moments, twilight formulates her plan.

"Pinkie I need you to distract him, apple jack you get behind him and lasso his hind leg, Rainbow you and applejack will pull as soon as rarity and I break his balance then Fluttershy will use her stare to pacify him" Twilight says commanding.
"Right!" the girls acknowledge as they prepare to move. Twilight Drops the shield as soon as the boar charges, all but pinkie move around its charge, Pinkie jumps and blasts her party cannon blinding it with cake batter. Without his sight the boar began flailing about as he kicks his legs AJ lassos his leg and with rainbows help looped the rope over a tree branch at the same time twilight and rarity use their magic to blast his side, as soon as he lost his footing RD, AJ and Pinkie all pull hoisting the boar off the ground. Fluttershy flies up to the Boar and activates her stare, but instead of incapacitating the boar it enrages it further causing it to frail about and break the rope and upon landing it runs through the hole in the forest.
"Oh No, After him" Twilight yells running after the boar with the others close behind. After exiting the hole the boar is blaster by a stream of golden magic knocking it to the ground. as twilight and the gang exit they see Princess Celestia and her guard restraining the boar." Thank you Princess Celestia" twilight says grateful.
"Your very Welcome Twilight" she says with a regal tone as her guards move the boar into one of the cages they had brought to trap the wild beasts of the Everfree. " did you find out what made this hole through the ever free?" she asks looking at the opening.
"Unfortunately no, at the end of the path there was only bones and entrails,, and then  we ran into that " she says pointing at the boar.
"It's definitely an odd creature, I've never seen a boar like this one" Celestia say looking at the crimson boar. 
" The weird thing was it's ability to resist fluttershy's stare" twilight adds.
" that is concerning, but we'll figure that out later for now we must secure this entrance and relocate this creature far from it." she says gesturing to the guards who wheel the cage away. " Anyway how's our guest doing?" 
"Ehhehehe, there was a few issues but after a pinkie party everything was fine" she says a little embarrassed. 
"Well that good, where is he now?" Celestia asks curious
"well umm...." twilight answers nervous
"At sugar cube corner with clover and Trixie" pinkie adds
"Yeah he's there with...wait TRIXE!!!!" Twilight says surprised, even though Trixie was reformed and Starlights best friend she still gets nervous when she gets involved in things given her arrogance and lack of skill twilight was worried she was going to annoy or worse aggravate Blackjack, leading to some pony getting hurt. " Pinkie do you Know where he is now?"
"Right there" she says point ahead to the three walking towards them.
As Blackjacks group pass by the guards wheeling away the boar's cage, the boar goes berserk and attempts to attack him bashing against the cage. Both Clover and Trixie jump in surprise but blackjack just turns to stare at it.
["So I was right, Monsters an Bosses are here too"] 

"Be careful blackjack " Celestia says walking to him with twilight and the others close behind her. "we don't know what that creature is" she says warning.

I do...Blackjack says as he draws his sword and stabs between the bars of the cage into the boars neck. every pony stares shocked at the boar squealing and flailing in pain while blackjack stares at it with a casual and uncaring stare eventually the boars glowing eyes fad as it collapses in the cage." Dead" he says pulling out the sword and flicking the blood off his sword.
XP gained
Acquired Title: Beast Hunter (Medium)
Acquired Title: Ninja Looter 
- notoriety gained: Dangerous, the people fear your violent actions and are unsure of your moral alignment-
Fluttershy Screams at the boars sudden death while the other ponies stare at blackjack with concern and distrust
"Why did you do that? It was already trapped and was going to be relocated deeper in the forest." Celestia asks
"That would've been a waste of time and effort, there's hundreds of beasts just like it and all of them are Hostile" he explains." I figured the glowing red eyes would make that obvious." he says gesturing to the beast while looking at the ponies like it's their first day on the job. while the main 6 comfort Fluttershy, Celestia walks closer to the blackjack while her guards begin to slowly surround him.
"you seem to know an awful lot about that creature" she says narrowing her gaze
[ "of course I do I designed it" ]
"It's called a Bad Boar, a beast from my world, common in wild wooded Areas" Blackjack explains  "They're usually found in groups of 7 to 10 and lead by a single alpha per group, and come in 6 different colors" he continues reading straight from the bestiary in his menu." It seems I wasn't the only thing summoned here Princess" Blackjack says hoping to lighten the ponies opinion of him. 
"It seems so" she says still suspicious of him but accepting of his explanation. she had an odd feeling that he was keeping something secret but she couldn't guess what. the only thing she could do was get as much information from him as she can and keep him on steady watch. suddenly 2 guards walk out from the hole in the forest.
"Princess Celestia, It's as princess Twilight said, the entire path is burnt and coated in ash and the 3 piles of bones and entrails appear to be from the same creatures." the guard reports saluting his princess
"Hmm, Blackjack would you happen to know a creature that could do this?" she says pointing to the hole
"Oh that was master blackjack" Trixie says grabbing the attention of every pony " I was travelling back to ponyville from my show tour and took a shortcut through the outer parts of the  Everfree forest, but then those beasts attacked me" she continues acting out the scene as she tells it, " Then right as Trixie thought it was curtains but then, the Grrreat and Powerful Blackjack appeared and slayed those beasts with a single swipe of his sword."   the ponies are surprised by the tale while Clover nods and reenacts it with her. "Then while treating my injuries he displayed his awesome power by burning a clear path to town and after seeing Trixie's great potential he agreed to take her under his wing" she smiles confidently flicking her cape.
"Bullshit, you chased after us and begged me to teach you magic" black jack comments leaning against the cage and snacking on bad boar jerky he made from the remaining meat, while clover stood next to him copying his leaning pose.
"You don't have to be so blunt master" Trixie says pouting and crossing her arms.
" And you don't have to over hype things" he responds pointing to his student.
During the exchange rainbow and rarity had left with fluttershy to get her sight away from the dead boar. the other three were left confused after hearing Trixie's story, It wasn't like Trixie to call anyone great and powerful except herself and even odder how she seems so close to him despite having just met him today.
One thing doesn't add up, what were you doin in the Everfree Forest Blackjack" Applejack says pointing her hoof at the man. "seem awfully convenient that you happened to be there" her words brought up a point as the other ponies began looking at blackjack eager for an answer.
"Food" he says with a calm face. " went to the forest to get some food for me and clover" he explains with no hesitation.
"Why did you come here when there are all kinds of yummy sweets, fruits and gems in ponyville" Pinkie adds tilting her head curious
Before he could speak twilight steps forward " you were hunting for meat weren't you?" she asks with a serious expression. the other pones except Celestia were surprised by thequestion and even more shocked by blackjacks response
"Yep, I'm an Omnivore even though I can survive off of veggies and bread doesn't mean I want to, and since I want Clover to grow up big and strong I can't feed her only gems, other wise she'll never grow." he answers plainly as he pets the dragon girl.
Celestia wanted to reprimand him for his actions but realized that he was technically in the right. although she knew of his species eating habits she made no effort to assist in it hoping that he could subside on pony food alone. So allowing him to hunt the beasts of the forest seemed like the best way to resolve things. Even better this could be a golden  opportunity to wipe out the Everfree forest, thereby saving her little ponies of it's danger and opening up more territory for expansion.
"Blackjack you will have to take responsibility for your actions, as you can see this hole is a clear path for dangerous creatures to enter and attack ponyville." she says kindly pushing the blame to him."
"True, this is a huge gape in the woods and its literally a path in and out of the deeper area of the forest" black jack says rubbing his chin and looking at the hole.
"I'm sure you've already thought of a way to handle the situation" she says calmly.
" I sure have, but I'm going to need all you ponies to give me some space"
"Agreed, twilight please go inform zecora that we will reimburse her for anything lost during the forests destruction" she smiles confidently addressing her pupil until being suddenly interrupted.
"What the hell are you talking about? Blackjack says looking back at her confused " I'm not going to destroy these woods"
Acquired title: Tree Hugger
"what? but I thought..."Celestia responds confused. the other ponies were shocked as well but AJ Pinkie and Twilight were relieved that not only was blackjack willing to take responsibility for what he did but also offered a solution that wouldn't involve more death and destruction.
"T-Then what are you Planning to do?" she asks trying not to lose her composure
"simple, I'm going to move in and protect the town from any creature that would try to attack." he says walking to the entrance he made. " that way I can feed myself and clover, the ponies don't have to deal with the blood and guts and you can save precious horse power on defending the area." he says walking back to Celestia and extending his hand " sound good?"
Celestia was stuck, she looked around to see her elements of harmony and even her own guards agreeing with this plan. It's strange how this creature can kill without hesitation but still offer reasonably peaceful options when it suits him. she will definitely need to keep a close eye on him but for now. "Sounds good" she says shaking his hand.
Acquired Title: Sentry
Acquired Title: Negotiator
-Property Acquired: Ever Free Clearing-
Celestia and her guards fly back to Canterlot, leaving blackjack and the others standing at the entrance of the ever free.
"wow partner you sure are an odd one" Applejack says" not many creatures would choose to live in the Everfree forest"
"yeah, it's super creepy and dangerous with only monster and weird plants but it also has our friend Zecora and now..*huge gasp* WE HAVE TWO FRIENDS IN THE EVERFREE FOREST DO I HEAR EVERFREE PARTY!!!, wait we're friends right, right" she says way in Blackjacks face
Friend request: Pinkamena Diane Pie {Party Master}
Are you going to accept?, I know I sent it, it should be In your notifications right here" she says pointing to the exact spot where the invite showed up. 
[what the hell?]
Blackjack looks at her stats with Wide eyes
Pinkamena Diane Pie {Party Master}
Lvl: 400
HP:3000/3000
MP:???/???
He was surprised to see someone actually out Level him and even more surprised that she knew about his UI, this Pony had to be glitched. but he figured he might as well go along with it and clicked the accept on the request.
"Yahooooo!!! now if you'll excuse me I have a house warming party to plan, but before I do I have a few questions for you" she says staring into Blackjacks face. " how old are you, when's your birthday, what kind of cake do you like, what's your favorite color, do you like mares, colts, or both, and finally are you allergic to confetti." she asks all at once. Black jack is caught off guard by the ponys speed but after a moment to process. he responded
"mm 27, June 9th, chocolate with vanilla frosting, Dark purple. I prefer females so mares I guess? and no but I find it annoying to clean up." He finishes and see's pinkie pie writing his answers on her note pad with her hair.
"got it" she says before speeding away back to ponyville.
"Anyway.... it's good to know that you'll be watchin our flanks partner" applejack says appreciative. " an I look forward to our next Drinking Contest, see ya round" She says tipping her hat and walking off leaving only twilight.
"that was real nice of you Blackjack, I actually thought you were going to burn down the everfree forest" she says with a chuckle
"My worlds destroyed enough forests, I don't want to do the same" he says shrugging
"well anyway I'm going to head back to the Castle would you like to crash there while you build your home? twilight offers 
"Nah, think we'll camp here to get used to it" he says smiling
"ok then, Good luck Blackjack" she says as she flies off to the castle.
As soon as they're alone black jack turns to Trixie and Clover who were standing next to the cage and chatting
"Ok Girls let's get started."

			Author's Notes: 
Holy Crap this was a long one but i'm happy with it, I hope i showed off Blackjacks and the other ponies personalites better. I know I've been lacking in Clovers Dialouge but she'll have larger parts in the coming chapter, Thanks for reading :)


	
		House of Cards



Everfree clearing
BlackJack and trixie pull the carriage and the beast cage into the forest back to thier  camping spot.
"So master how are we going to begin" trixie asks detaching her self from her cart.
"Hmm that's a good question, let's see" he says opening his menu, it shows a new tab labeled -Base- upon clicking it a green aura surrounded the campsite and went a few extra feet into the woods on all sides.
[ "wow even the base building system is here, that makes things easier"]
BlackJack walks to the rear of the camp an cut down trees with his sword, after they land he cuts them into smaller logs
Item Acquired: Log ×50
BlackJack scrolled through his items and selected the cabin frame from the menu. Upon clicking on it some of the logs began floating surrounded by his black magical aura and assembled  together matching the image in the menu.
"Huh, neat so it literally assembles rather than suddenly appearing" he says to himself, BlackJack then looks to the girls who were sitting by a newly made campfire. Trixie was showing clover her card tricks. BlackJack narrows hisneyes and walks to them" Having fun?" he says to them sarcastically.
" why yes master trixie was..." she's interrupted by the sight of a pick axe infront of her face
"About to get us some stone." BlackJack says handing her the tool. He then turns to clover and hands her a bucket. "Go get us some water." The Girls groan in protest before entering the woods to pursue their tasks, Clover flies over the forest canopy while trixie walks through the woods

"hmph why would master Blackjack ask Trixie to gather rocks" she says pouting as she navigates the dark forest dragging the pickaxe with her magic. she happens upon another clearing full of boulders. "*sigh* let's get this over with" trixie say as she begins minning mining rocks. As she finishes with the first boulder she hears the bushes rustle. "Hello?.." she calls with no response. " is some pony out there?" She says taking a few steps back and looking around the area. Before hearing a ferocious growl in the bushes. Trixie begins to shake in fear as continues to step back. Suddenly a trio of Timberwolves leap into view, eyes glowing bright yellow as they slowly approach, flanking the pony on both sides. She begins looking for an escape as her options begin to dwindle  suddenly one of the wolves pounces, in her fear she closes her eyes but instead of feeling the painful bite of the timber wolf she only hears a wimper.
She opens her eyes to see the shattered remains of the attacking timberwolf gathered around a boulder with the other 2 looking in confusion,
Skill used: Shadow substitute
Soon she realized she was standing where the boulder had originally been. Soon she realized she was standing where the boulder had originally been. Trixie was surprised at the sight while the wolves turned to her snarling. They begin their charge, Trixie decides to stand her ground hoping that what her master said was true. The wolves draw closer as Trixie charges her magic the light blue aura of her magic begins to darken into a dark Indigo. The wolves leap to pounce on their prey  and as their reach the tip of her hat
"Rrraaaahhhhh!!!!" Trixie yells unleashing a large blast of dark magic completely vaporizing the wolves.
Skill used: Dark Wave
Trixie's horn emits dark smoke as she catches her breath. " I...I did it" she says looking at the charred remains of the Timber wolves. "Trrrixie Did it!!!" she yells happily at her victory before collapsing to a sitting pose. " *sigh* combat is hard." Trixie collects herself and resumes her task. after a while Trixie begins walking back to the camp carrying the stone with her magic. she was both tired and excited  she already feels stronger and thanks those timber wolves she was finally able to use real magic and defend herself. she was eager to learn more from her master but for now she was happy to bring him the stone he needed for his home. she gleefully smiles as she approaches the perimeter of the camp upon exiting the woods her eyes widen and her jaw drops with the stone.
"what the Buck!?" Trixie yells seeing the wall of log palisades towering 10 feet high and the large gate. With a sign at the top that reads -Deck Fort-. she enters through the gate to see not a camp ground but a fully open yard with tilled dirt paths, a decently sized garden, a training area with targets and dummy ponies oddly colored like the princess and mane 6, a large shed that smelled of blood and the biggest eye catcher; A large 3 story building at the back of the area perfectly lined up with the path out of the forest. 
(pretty much this but with a large spade where the sign is and an extra floor up with a balcony)

Blackjack and clover exit the shed, wearing blood covered aprons, " great, now that you know how to skin a beast, your next lesson will be hunting them" blackjack says to clover as he takes off the apron. 
"Sweet I can't wait" clover says tossing the apron to him and flying to the house
"Oh hey your back" he says closing trixies hanging jaw. 
"*deep breath* Master...may Trixie ask you a question?
"shoot" he responds
"why did Trixie need to get the stone?" she asks continuing to stare at the wooden mansion
"for the foot paths" he says selecting the path options from his menu, the stone floats up and begins to smooth into slabs before assembling on the ground all the way down the exit path. Trixie looked on in comedic disbelief as the slabs set,was all that work and the timber wolf attack really for a foot path? before she can air her grievances Black jack begins walking to the home. "c'mon lets have some Linner"
"Linner? what's linner." Trixie asks confused as she follows him
"The meal you eat when it's too late for Lunch but still early enough for dinner" Blackjack explains as he opens the door
The Main Hall is the size of a Hotel lobby ,there were chairs, couches, a kitchen, tables, a large fire place and numerous games both foraign and familiar to the unicorn and in the center of the main area directly facing the Door resting on an elevated platform, was a large shiny black chair With a lever attached to its side.  Trixie was impressed she hasn't seen a cabin this fancy since her visit to 
the ponecanos.
"Wow master how did you do this" she asks looking around the room.
"Mmmagic" he says doing jazzhands  After placing the food on the table. Grilled boar ham, a large bowl of salad, bread, mashed potatoes,  and a small bowl of gems for Clover. They all sit and eat, trixie tells her timber wolf story to Clovers excitement. Meanwhile BlackJack scanned through her skill tree. 
[Mhm I was right, her affinity is high for dark magic and illusions.]
He adds her newly gained points to unlock more branches in her illusion and dexterity tree.
Skill Acquired: Sleight of Hand (1)
Skill Acquired: Sleight of Hand (2)
Skill Acquired: Shadow Step
After dinner BlackJack shows the rest of the house to the girls, the second floor is mostly spare rooms for future endeavors and recruits. The third floor had BlackJacks master bedroom and a magic lab/ library. And at the opposite end of the 3rd floor was the girls rooms, clovers was mostly empty save for a bed, a nightstand with gems in a bowl and an empty closet. Trixie's simply had all the stuff from her carriage piled into it. Soon enough night fell and the moon rose. Trixie and Clover have already gone to sleep. BlackJack however was wide awake.
" what is this?" He says looking at ponyville through a pair of binoculars. " why does everyone sleep at a such an early hour?" BlackJack says looking at his HUD clock 10:37pm. Blackjack begins walking around the halls of his home before eventually plopping down into his reclining chair. "god these ponies make no sense to me" he says leaning back and facepalming. "*sigh* they just sleep the night away." blackjack reclines the chair and starts combing through his inventory. It's full of the numerous test items for the new patch including the new crafting tools and weapon schematics. " hmm I wonder if.." he selects the Weapon crafting table and gestures his hand to the floor. the with a digital flash the bench assembles covered in tools and other objects. "oh shit it actually worked" Blackjack says surprised as he places his hands on the table. and in an instant the tables crafting menu pops up. "ok looks like I can even use the crafting table UI's, Thank god I thought I was actually gonna have to learn workshopping" Blackjack says relieved before returning the table back to his inventory. while walking back to the stairs black jack has a stroke of genius. and walks to the side of the stairs. and entered his base crafting menu and selected the extra room option.
<Create Extra room>
Cost: 100,000 G
<Y/N>
Having plenty of gold from his character's long bug testing history. Blackjack selected yes and a door formed on the wall under the stairs. Black Jack opened the door to an pitch black empty room, using more gold he purchased lanterns to illuminate the room and used the extra stone to reinforce the walls, floor and ceiling. after finishing he begins to place the numerous crafting tables that were in his inventory.

Enchanter
 
Used to enchant weapons and items with magical effects as well as dispel magic items to obtain their enchantment for later use
Weapon Workbench
Used to craft and enhance melee and ranged weapons, as well as ammunition for ranged weapons.
Spell Crafter
Used to Create and improve magical spell and curses.
Crucible
Used to melt ore into metals for crafting
Armor Workbench
Used to create armor for both players and their beasts
Item Crafter
Used to craft items such as, jewelry, clothing, and customized decorations
Blackjack takes a step back to admire his new workshop, adding chests and racks to house his creations. He always loved crafting in games it always made him feel more immersed and free in even the most...."Bethesda" of games. taking a deep breath he walks to the weapon workbench and removes a schematic title < Stymphailian Bow > and begins working.

12:45 am, Canterlot Castle, Balcony
Princess Luna is out for her nightly dream patrol. with 2 of her Lunar guards standing at the door to the balcony. An unlikely guest enters the balcony much to the guards suprise Princess Celestia unable to sleep due to her concern about their alien guest.
"Sister, what brings you here so early "Luna says without breaking her concentration.
"Were you able to do as I asked?" Celestia asks standing next to her.
"Unfortunately not" Luna Responds calmly
"What!? How is that possible?" Celestia asked surprised
"You asked my to pry his dreams for information sister, that's an impossible request if he isn't aleep" Luna says slightly annoyed.
"how could he not be asleep it's the middle of night!!!" Celestia yells confused
"Indeed it is Sister, so I suggest you not wake every pony with your screaming" Luna says annoyed
Celestia covers her muzzle embarrassed. " ahem fair enough" she says lowering her voice " but what are we supposed to do? Not only are those new creatures appearing all over the land but they come from the same world he does, he must know something about them."
"Maybe, but invading his dreams for information is not the way" Luna says exiting the dream realm to face her sister " you must be calm Celestia, If you act too irrationally you may turn him against us and I doubt Equestria will come out unscathed" she says putting a hoof on her sisters shoulder.

"*sigh* you right Sister, we'll just have to keep our eyes and ears open" Celestia says calming herself as she hugs her sister  "but we should still monitor him, after all he's still an oddity in our world" 
"just watch him for now." Luna adds as she returns to her dream patrol

Celestia nods and exits returning to her room. Even though her sister is right she can't help but feel cautious. these new beasts seem stronger and more deadly than the average creature and blackjack's knowledge of them will be necessary. she has to find a way to get him to reveal more about them and maybe even share more about him, If she can find a way to face both of these threats in the future it will be a great benefit to Equestria.

			Author's Notes: 
this was a bit challenging, not very interesting for plot but it came out well. really oping the bethesda joke hits
Also wanted to establish how Blackjacks crafting works; the base building is limited to the area he's given, and any decorations and amenities that he doesn't have the materials to craft will cost him gold. this however doesn't work for weapon and item crafting which require the materials present. 
More coming soon :)


	
		Shuffle



The DeckFort, 9:25 am

Clover awakens to the smell of breakfast, she quickly flies down to the main room only to see Trixie cooking at the stove.
"Good Morning Clover, Trixie is almost done with breakfast" she says greeting the excited dragon.
"You're cooking Breakfast?" Clover asks curious, she had no idea that her new friend could do anything besides card tricks and magic but she was pleased by the smell.
"Yep, Master Black Jack left Trixie a list of things todo while he's out all morning." she says smiling as she serves the dragon a plate of ham and sapphires and herself some Oat pancakes. she still had a hard time tolerating the smell but thanks to her teacher she at least gained a resistance to it.
"Where is dad anyway?"clover asks curious.
"Upstairs sleeping." Trixie responds taking a bite of her meal, clover looks at her confused until Trixie explains " apparently his species Sleeps later than ponies or young dragons.so we probably won't see him until noon.
"Ohhhh ok, so what are we going to do?" Clover asks excited as she scarfs down her meal.
"Trixie Is going to Practice her spell craft, master has something for you to do too." she says floating a scroll to the young dragon. while continuing to eat. " we can play after we're done" she says smiling
"Aw man..." she says slouching as she takes the scroll and flies out house. soaring through the sky. she see's all of ponyville from the sky. " ok what's on this list?"
Clover Chores
1. Go to twilight's castle and borrow magic books
2. Get measurements from rarity
3. Return for Lunch

"huh seems easy enough I don't know why Trixie made it sound like I was going to be all day." she rolls up the list and lands in front of Twilight's door. Clover knocks on the castle door and spike answers the door
"Oh hi clover, what can I do for you? he asks standing in the door. without another word clover flies in and goes to the library. Hey! you can't just fly into peoples castles! he says flying after her
"Why not? Dragons always invades castles" she says flying toward the library.
Twilight was in the middle of her third reorganizing of the month. she was just finishing her last row of shelves until suddenly the dragons burst through the door. twilight in her shock shoots the book she was holding up into the air and thanks to clover's increased luck, hits spike in the wing causing him to shift his course and collide right into a book case. causing it to fall over into another then another and like dominos all the shelves quickly fell over with the last one falling toward twilight but the alicorn quickly teleported away from the  shelf.
"Oh my Celestia!" she yells quickly going to spike and began moving the fallen bookcases. Meanwhile Clover landed on the "M" shelf and grabbed 6 books from the top shelf.
"I'm just borrowing these" she says cheerfully smiling.
Twilight glares at the dragon but her focus shifts to spike after he emerges from the collapsed shelf. "spike are you alright?"
"*cough  cough* yeah, but.....there's something wrong with that girl" he says glaring at Clover who is continuing to grab books with her tail and add them to the stack.
"Spike she's just a hatchling, she doesn't know any better" she says trying to mediate
"And I don't think he's teaching her better" spike says scowling at her as gets to his feet. upon seeing their glares clover just smiles and waves completely unaware of their frustration. " we got to do something twilight, before she makes things worse"
"I don't see how she can make it worse, and this might be a great opportunity to teach her about responsibility and consideration" she says smiling, trying to keep a cool head despite the fact that 2 days of organization was ruined in seconds. "Hey Clover" she calls to the dragon
"Yes?" the dragon responds with an innocent smile as she places another book on her stack.
"You've made quite the mess, you have to take responsibility for your actions like a big dragon" twilight says with a lecturing tone as Clover nods agreeing with her words " now come help us clean this up, im sure with all three of us it'll be done in no time."
"Yeah let's do it" she says happily flying up and placing the books on the window. "Let's clean this place up"
"See spike all she needs is some proper guidance and..." twilight is cut off by the sudden flash of light, upon turning around she sees Clover breathing purple fire on the collapsed book cases across from her. "Aaahhhhhhhhhhhh!" Twilight shrieks before using her magic to quell the flames. After putting out the fire twilight begins to hyperventilate as she inspects the charred shelves.
"Why in tartarus would you do that." Spike yells at the confused dragon girl as twilight continues to hyperventilate and retrieve the damaged books.
"You said clean up and that was the fastest way to get rid of all that mess. " clover says as if pointing out the obvious 
Title Acquired: Arsonist 
"What about the books?" The dragon yells
"They're safe." she says pointing to the stack she had made to bring back to her master. "See?"
"What about the other 308?". Spike says as twilight looks at him both suprised and impressed. " Twilight I've helped you organize this place for years, I've got the numbers memorized" he says smug before returning thier attention to clover.
"Well they can't be that important if Daddy BlackJack didn't want them." She says with slight sass. Both twilight and spike became irritated by the dragons careless behavior and seeing this Clover quickly grabbed the stack of books and flew out the window.
"Spike...Send a letter to BlackJack and use the dead ink!" Twilight says on the verge of snapping.
"Don't you mean red ink?" Spike asks with parchment in hand
"YES!!!" She yells in a slight amplified voice.
Back at the Deckfort, 10:15 am.
Trixie is stirring boiling water in a cauldron. The couldren is ebony with golden fire designs etched in it lower area and with its magical properties it can boil with a fire and maintain a controlled temperature via the dial on its front.
Skill Acquired: Brewing
" ok the water is at a good temperature, now let's get those ingredients." She says grabbing the ingredients list. " ok next Trixie must grind the black beans into powder." She says placing the list down and grabbing the mortar and pestle and begins grinding the beans into powder and adding them to the water. After several bowls the water is now an almost pitch black color with a very strong scent. "All done" trixie smiles proud of herself. As BlackJack begins descending the stairs. 
"Oh good morning mastuhhhhh" trixie's words are stopped by the sight of BlackJack wearing nothing but shorts with something poking from under the surface. "M..m..master!!!" She says covering her eyes with her hat.
"*yawn* morning trixie" BlackJack says casually ignoring her embarrassment and grabbing a goblet from a cabinet. " is it ready?" he asks looking at her
"Y..yes master, I followed your recipe exactly. She says blushing as she uncovers her eyes only to see BlackJack scoop the liquid with the goblet and drinks.
"Ahhhhhhhh, fresh black coffee" he says rejuvenated as he walks to the door scratching his ass.
"Wait...coffee!? You had Trixie make coffee?" She says upset at her master Deception." Why have trixie make when could just buy it?" She asks.
" because like everything else in this town, it's too sweet." BlackJack states taking another swig of his coffee. Suddenly a not drops from green fire onto his head "what the hell"
Acquired skill: messager breath <Dragon>
[ "well that's new, guess I can even gain skill that come from this world"]
BlackJack opens and reads the letter in bold red ink
DEAR BLACKJACK 
YOUR DAUGHTER ALMOST BURNED DOWN MY LIBRARY!!! YOU MUST TEACH HER COMMON SENSE ASAP BEFORE SHE BECOMES A DANGER TO ALL OF EQUESTRIA!!! 
Signed Twilight Sparkle
PS. The due date on those books is 2 months, I'll give you your library card at your house warming party.
"Well shit." BlackJack says facepalming.
"What is it master?" Trixie asks.
"Clover almost burned down twilights library." He says with an annoyed sigh.
"Ooooh, that's bad, twilight is a fiend when it comes to her books" trixie adds. " you really should teach Clover how to properly act with ponies master."
"Yeah you should " BlackJack says bypassing trixie and equipping his clothes.
"Wait why me?" Trixie complains as BlackJack grabs another goblet full of coffee.
"Because my common sense isn't the same as the ponys and your the only pony I can think of who won't sugarcoat it too much." BlackJack says as he finishes his second cup and grabbing his sword and pickaxe " I'm going to mine some materials in the gem caves."
"But master, what about my magic lessons?" Trixie asks slightly upset. 
" I already boosted your magic and unlocked your skills, it's your choice on how you want to use it's" BlackJack says walking out the door. Trixie is left confused by her master yet again but this time she feel at ease, if he said she's stronger she believes him and decides to practice her card tricks.
Carousel Boutique

Clover is standing on a platform wrapped in several measuring tapes. "uh can I move now?"
"Not yet Darling, your father told you to get your measurements" she says continuing to measure and write down every measurement that could be measured." that means he plans to get you some clothes."
"Really?" clover asks excited
"Of course, why else would he send you for measurements?" she answers removing the measuring tape and writing the measurements on a spare paper. "Clover dear, may I trouble you for a small favor?" She asks sweetly.
"Sure, what is it?" Clover asks
"Could I possibly, use you as the model for my new dragon line" she says sweetly with a smile.
"What's a model?" clover asks innocently tilting her head. As she collects her pile of books.
"It's a grand role of inspiring creatures with your beauty and elegance." Rarity says in a grandiose manner. Clovers eyes begin to widen in excitement at the white ponys offer.
"Really? You think I'm beautiful?" Clover asks smiling.
"Of course darling, the sheen on your scales glistens like obsidian, your horns are smooth and graceful like onyx and your mane is a majestic sliver, there's no dragon I've seen that's as radiant as you." Rarity says holding a large mirror infront of the young dragon. Clover began to really look at herself for the first time, taking in Rarity's compliments her tail begins to wag
"Yes I wanna be a model, but...." she hangs her head " what if daddy BlackJack won't let me?" She says saddened.
"Nonsense!, Any good father would encourage his daughter in what she wants to be" rarity say putting her hoof on the dragons shoulder " and if he doesn't we'll just have to convince him." She adds with a hoof pump. 
Clover leaves Rarity's shop carrying a large bag holding the books and 2 scrolls in her mouth.
The Deckfort , 12:21 PM
Trixie is preparing lunch all the while complaining. " I can't that Trixie is stuck preparing food again, this is a massive waste of my talents" she says crafting sandwiches with her magic. " master BlackJack should be using my talents for something other than labor." Soon enough BlackJack Returns opening the door.
"Trixie, I'm back" he says carrying 2 large bags and with 3 creatures behind him. 
"Welcome back maaaaaAaaaaa!!!" She screams shocked at the sight of 3 diamond dogs also carrying large bags.
"Why're you yelling?"BlackJack asks
" those are diamond dogs master! They're dangerous!" She says charging up her horn
" dangerous? please." He says putting the bags down and scratching on of the diamond dogs ears. Within seconds the dogs tail was wagging and and he began kicking his leg."who's a good boy?, who's a good boy." The dog drops the bag and kneels allowing BlackJack to further scratch his ears.
"Me good boy" the dog responds smiling with his tongue out. While the other 2 nuzzle his arm also wanting attention. 
Trixie's mouth was hung open as she watched her master treat these scary diamond dogs like they were actual dogs. 
"This is Rover, Fido, and Spot, I found them in the mines looking for gems." He says still petting them. "Turns out thier mine was running dry and after thier encounter with Rarity they refuse to go anywhere near pony territory." He says still petting rover while the other two move the bags to his workshop. " then I told them about the forest and the unmined grounds it has, so I told them they can mine here if they help me out.
"And they didn't try to enslave or hurt you?" She asks confused as she witnesses BlackJack grabbing 3 bowls out the cabinet.
"Why would they? I solved thier crisis." He says putting the bowls on the floor. The 3 dogs immediately start eating as the bows are placed. Trixie couldn't believe her eyes 3 full grown diamond dogs we acting like domesticated animals. Her concern increased once she saw a spade tag on thier collars as they ate. Her eyes widened at the realization of the true power of the beast pact . He fear intensified as she watch her master treat casually grab a sandwich and sit in his chair while  the dogs ate from thier bowls  just next to him.
"Mm this is good, trixie." He says complimenting her.
"Oh..thank you master" she says nervously.
Soon enough Clover arrives home flying through the door with her bag of books." I'm home and I'm  hun...." BlackJack cuts her off mid sentence by raising his hand. And points down gesturing her to come to him. Clover gets nervous but obediently walks to her master.
" you got some explaining to do young lady" he says with a stern tone. Clover is confused as to what she did wrong as she nervously clutches the 2 scrolls from rarity behind her back. BlackJack holds out his hand and without delay she hands him the scrolls. Without opening them he places them on his lap and looks at Clover. " I got a message from Twilight saying you almost burned down her library" he says looking at her, Clover gulps realizing her error. " I understand your still very young but that's no excuse to destroy other people's things.
"But I thought the other books weren't important  and it would be a faster clean up to burn them." She says nervously 
That's no excuse! BlackJack yells causing all the creatures to wince in fear. "You can't burn things willy Billy, peop... ahem creatures can get hurt, and then sunburnt will have you caged or worse." Clover hangs her head ashamed after realizing how dangerous her fire is. " learn to think before you act, understand?" He asks 
"Yes,..I'm sorry daddy" she says sad.
" it's ok little one, I'm not mad" he says in a calmer voice
"Y-your not?" She says looking up
" no,  because it's my fault for not teaching you how to behave around ponies" he says leaning back in his chair and patting his leg. Clover smiles and flies over to him and sit on his right leg. " we'll have trixie teach you more about ponies before the party next week." He says petting her. BlackJack gestures his hand to the dogs telling them to leave him. They obey and exit the house. " now let's  see what you brought me" he says raising his hand toward the bag Clover had brought, his hand and the bag glow a glistening mixture of black and purple as he opens the bag and brings the books to him using only magic. The books were mostly basic spell books and books on ancient legends. " here ,this will help you improve on your MP usage" he says floating one of the books to trixie. 
"Thank you master" trixie says taking the book with her magic.
BlackJack then grabs the scrolls off his lap. " I know one of these is your measurements but what's the other for?" he asks.
"Open it" clover says with a slight giggle.
"Heh ok then" he says unraveling the note.
Dear Mr.BlackJack 
I have asked Sweet Little Clover to be the model for my new line of clothes for dragons, she is a beautiful creature that must be adored by all. If you allow her to do so I am more than willing to tailor new outfits for you as well and share the profits of this new line. Please respond as soon as possible 
Your Truly,Rarity
[Wow and I though I was pushy about design.]
BlackJack smiles in his nostalgia as he flashes back to his pre equestria days, arguing with his co workers over the creature and item concepts, constantly demanding to be the designer of one creature or another. He understood the artists passion.
" Clover, is this something you really want to do?" He asks looking her
"Uh huh" she says nodding confidently 
" Ok, but we're going to wait till after the party to tell rarity." He says smiling 
"Master, can I also ask something of you?" Trixie chimes as she approaches his chair.
"May trixie perform her magic tricks as the party's opening act." She asks with hopeful eyes
" I though that was a given" BlackJack says petting the unicorn " after all I wanna see your amazing new magic skills. Trixie's eyes brighten like never before as she ran up to her room to practice her tricks. BlackJack then open his messager board and began to type pinkie pie, he wasn't sure it would work until he sent the message  and immediately got a response
Pinkie pie: I thought that was a given?(^w^)
BlackJack didn't know whether to be suprised or scared at that pony but he was relieved that she wasn't hostile.
The rest of the day went as normally as possible and when night fell and the girls went to sleep BlackJack entered his workshop. Inside the three diamond dogs kneeled to him.
"It's ready Master "Rover says as he and the other dogs stand aside showing a newly installed cellar door. BlackJack entered and climbed down the makeshift ladder. Upon reaching the bottom. He saw an already hollowed out cavern, and several more diamond dogs mining and digging.
"How many are there?" BlackJack asks
"13 master, but more will come later." Rover reports.
" good, and how long befor the smeltery is up? He asks
"2 weeks, we're still moving tools and supplies here." Fido responds.
"Perfect, keep up the good work boys" BlackJack climbs back up the ladder Returning to his workshop. He places his hand on the bags and transfers the contents into his inventory 
Acquired Item: Iron ore ×30
Acquired Item: Coal × 100
Acquired item: Platinum ore × 20
Acquired item: Crystal x 50
After the items are transferred he walks to his crafting tables. " Let's get building"

			Author's Notes: 
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		Re-Shuffle



Gem mines, 10:38 am
BlackJack wanders through the caverns of mine, his hand is extended and glowing with magic as he walks through the caves. Before suddenly the magic flares. He immediately stops and starts mining. He uncovers several jewels of various colors and shapes.
"It's funny how little gems are worth here." He comments as he collects the gems.
Acquired item: Ruby ×3
Acquired item: Sapphire ×4
Acquired item: Topaz ×2
He continues walking deeper into the caves, picking up any gems and ore he can find until reaching a large open cavern.
-Location discovered: Diamond Dog Mines-
"Diamond Dogs?, like that old Bowie song? That's ridiculo...." he stops when he spots a statue of an odd standing dog wearing clothes and on it's base is carved: David Bow wow. " And...thats hilarious" BlackJack says blankly staring at the statue. After taking his attention off the statue he spots several red markers on his map scattered all across the cavern and closing in. One by one the diamond dogs emerge from the caves, some carrying tools and pushing carts while others are armored and holding spears. BlackJack clenches his sword as the dogs begin to surround him. Three dogs step forward as they seem to be the leaders
" what are you doing in our cave" the medium dog in the red vest asks getting close to BlackJacks face, blackjack retched at the dogs breath but stood his ground.
" Mining my own business" blackjack says with a snicker.
"This is the Diamond dogs mine, everything here belongs to the diamond dogs" Rover says with the other dogs agreeing.
Black jack looked unimpressed by the dogs or their mine, after looking around with his detection magic he noticed that not only were the dogs low leveled, with the 3 leaders just in the low 40's and the rest high 30's but their mine was all but taped out with only a few select pockets of gems and ore left. Ignoring the dogs yelping blackjack walks past him and strikes the wall with his pick and several jewels fall from the wall to the dogs surprise. " you can find gems?" Rover asks gesturing to the guards, who surround him " Find us more!!" Rover yells. Black jack becomes annoyed at the dogs yelling
[Am I seriously being ordered by a dog?]
"Now!!!" Rover yells as the guards point thier spears at BlackJack. BlackJack would've cut them to pieces but he preferred not to immediately kill things that can tall back to him, so to avoid conflict he released his sword from his grip and complied using his detection magic and a stick to mark the areas. 
"Good monkey, find more gems" rover says with a patronizing tone raising Blackjack's aggravation as he walks into a cave, the dogs follow. As Blackjack continues walking and marking area's with jewels buried Rover continues to bark orders behind him. 
Soon BlackJack became so irritated he stopped marking spots and began to point to them. " Fetch" he says pointing to the next spot. he continues to say fetch as he points to new spots. the guards comply digging in the marked spots and retrieving the gems, completely un aware of Blackjack's tone. but Rover and his trio begin to notice Blackjack's demeaning commands as he grew more vocal with each jewel deposit.
"Hey you don't command the Diamond dogs, we command you!" Blackjack begins to tense up, hearing this dog talk to him like this was more insulting than it had any right to be, before long Rovers yelling  causes blackjack to stop walking.
" you work for Us and Find our jewels, then when your done, you'll find us metal and then....
Used Skill: Amplified Voice
"SHUT... UP!" Blackjack yells with a strong echo causing all the Dogs to stop and look at him.
" How dare you! We are the diamond dogs, you obey us monke....." Rover freezes at the sight of Black Jack's Eyes. His eye's resembled that of a hungry predator and glowed bright green in the cave's darkness. the dogs begin to shake and slowly back away from black jack, Rover trembles as if he was staring at a beast from Tartarus. 
Used skill: intimidation.
"Don't you dare think you can command me you filthy mongrel!!!" He says with a threatening deep tone. BlackJacks anger was swelling, how dare this animal think he can command a human let alone talk down to one.
Blackjacks mind begins to fade into his rage as his skill tree popped up and formed new red branches going down from the usual White tree like corrupted roots.
<Fiend Branch Accessed>
While his vison is locked onto Rover one of the guards out of fear attempts to run. as he passes the Trio he's tackled by Black Jack with almost instant speed sliding several feet. The guard is petrified with fear as the man pinned him with crushing strength. Blackjacks pupils narrowed resembling a viper's and his breath began to deepen releasing small clouds from his mouth as his teeth began to sharpen. before the guard could let out a Bark Blackjack's mouth opened wider than naturally possible and began to bite into the diamond dog's exposed skin while tearing off his armor with his hands. 
Used Skill: Beast Assimilation 
As Blackjack continued to consume the Diamond dog his body began to morph. hair grew all across his body, his face extended, and a large spiked tail resembling a flail grew from his rear 
Before long a massive black diamond dog with a silver snout, glowing green eyes and razor sharp fangs stood over the crushed armor and bones of his victim. The other Dog's were frozen in place trembling as the beast roared loud enough to shake the cavern then suddenly dashing to another guard and slaming him into the ground then to another hitting him into the wall. the creature continued to pound through the guards until only the Trio was left standing. The beast slowly closed In eager to savor these last 3 victims
-Time expired-
As it reaches them it begins to regress back to human form, and blackjack falls face first in front of the Diamond Dog leaders. Still shaken Rover, Fido and Spot look around at the carnage. many of their guards were dead while the rest wounded And there on the ground was the monster responsible. The 3 looked at each other then to Blackjack and knew what they had to do.
One hour later
Blackjack wakes up in a daze similar to a hang over, when his vision clears he see's that he is below the david bow wow statue. sitting up he notices that he has a blanket placed over him and a huge amount of gems and crystals piled around him. " huh?...What the hell?" Looking to the side he see's the surviving Diamond dogs bowing to him and chanting
"Black Diamond.....Black Diamond...Black Diamond"
Blackjack sits confused until Rover and his Trio Step forward and humbly bow " Black Diamond, please forgive us" Rover says as he bows his head and offers Black Jack Gold and Silver Ingots on an iron platter.
[ Huh? now that's a 180 If I ever seen one, what the hell happened? I know yelled at them then everything went black after.]
BlackJack continued to ponder on the events but it took a backseat in his mind after noticing that the dogs were shaking.
Black Jack slowly reaches his hand to rover causing him whimper in fear, until he felt a soft touch on his head.
"Good boy" Black Jack says as pets Rover. The Other dogs watch as Black Jack Scratches behind his ears causing his tail to wag and his leg to kick uncontrollably. blackjack moves his other hand to Fido holding it below the dogs nose allowing him to smell it before petting him as well. Soon enough the other dogs began to approach allowing black jack to pet and scratch them as well.
[Huh I guess in any world Dogs are Still dogs]
-Notoriety Gained: Diamond Dogs- 
< Merciful Demon > The Pack acknowledges your terrifying power and great mercy
After lovely petting session the Dogs line up and Kneel before Black Jack
"Black Diamond, Please Let Us join your Pack" Rover asks 
" We will serve you well" Spot Adds
"And mine many precious gems for you" Fido says lowering his head
A large Smirk appears on Blackjacks face. not only were the dogs acknowledging his superiority but they were also willing to mine ore and gems for him, this was too perfect to pass up." you three, hold each others paws" blackjack commands as he places his hand on Rover's head. The dogs obey and blackjack begins applying the beast pact but instead of a Spade tattoo the dog's receive Spade Tags on their collars. while the guards received spade marks on their chest plates
New Beasts Acquired: Diamond Dogs x 15
Title Acquired: Pack Leader
Area Conquered: Diamond Dog Mines
Black Jack Stands and addresses his new pack " I need Iron, Coal and Platinum, find as much as you can" the dogs obey and enter the caves to dig, except for the Trio who stayed to await further orders. Blackjack sits back down beneath the statue entering his property menu. The Mine was mostly baron with only 10% of it's resources left, with the majority of it being jewels or coal. soon Black jack noticed the Trio Still standing there." what?" he asks them exiting his menu.
"Is there anything else we can get you master?" Rover asks Bowing his head
BlackJack was about to send them away to join the other dogs in the mines but realized that he still needed information and these three seemed like the best option.
"Tell me about this Black Diamond."he orders as the dogs look at each other then to BlackJack.
" Long ago before ponys ruled, monsters ran wild across the lands and chaos reigned. Creatures fought for everything from food to territory. "
"Diamond dogs were prey for cave monsters, we had to run and hide to survive, until Black Diamond. He came from no where with coal black fur and bright eyes and killed the monsters"
" he taught the Diamond dogs to fight and united the packs and together diamond dogs defeated the attacking monsters.
but the more he killed monsters the more he became like the monsters. Soon he went wild and left diamond dogs to attack  other creatures.
The diamond dogs where left without an Alpha until David Bow Wow the last of Black Diamonds Litter rose up and rebuilt the Diamond dogs giving us our name and society. 
Soon the Diamond dogs joined the other creatures and fought against the monsters until they all but vanished.
Diamond dogs remember Black diamond as both hero and monster we never thought another would exist until we saw you." The three bow " New Black Diamond is smarter and  will Make Diamonds dogs strong." 
-Lore entry added <Diamond Dogs>-
"Hmmm.. I see" BlackJack says as he opens the lore entry. The full story is more complex than the version Rover told him. Apparently the the original Black Diamond was a great warrior who defeated monsters but he was also a tyrant who would conquer other packs killing or neutering all the males and hording the females, making every modern diamond dog his decendants. When he went wild, David Bow wow killed him and falsified his legend to inspire the new pups and rebuild their people.
[Damn this world is darker than I thought]
BlackJack sits debating his options and contemplating what made the dogs worship him, the image in the lore entry showed a massive dark diamond dof resembling that of a were wolf with gorilla arms. He scrolls through each window of his HUD. The only clue he had was the fiend branch access but he couldn't find it anywhere on his skill tree. He figured it had something to do with his black out. After questioning the dogs all they could tell him is that he ate one of them. And turned into a large black diamond dog and after a small rampage he just collapsed.
[ this is nuts how the hell am I supposed  to deal with this?] 
BlackJack rubs his head stressed before looking up and seeing all the dogs looking at him with concern some even tilting thier heads like puppies. BlackJack couldn't help but smile at this sight. Even though they were rough around the edges the diamond dogs were still dogs. 
[I guess I can worry about that later]
With his mind calm Black Jack stands.
" bring me a map" he commands. Quickly one of the guards passes his map and as a reward BlackJack gives him a pet to his head. 
- Subterranean Map Acquired-
The map linked with the one in his HUD now allowing him to see two different levels of the land. The map also revealed the locations of other diamond dog settlements and mines. 
Soon BlackJack  noticed that this mine was close to the everfree forest. He smiled with joy as he grab a pen and marked the location on the map. " alright dogs I want you to pack up this mine and move to this location." He says pointing to the  map." My den is above there. and I'm certain this full of gems and ore. And maybe even a place for you to settle." The diamond dogs murmured amongst each other for a few moments until rover stepped forward 
"Um..Black Diamond ..that place is in pony territory."
"Actually, it's my territory " he says circling the area." This area is called the everfree forest, a hostile environment full of beasts and monsters, but it's also outside of the pony's territory." He says as he traces the perimeter of the forest on the map. " but this place is my home" he says pointing to the circle he'd drawn. "So there should be no issues." 
The dogs murmurs became excited barks, the promise of a fresh mine and even a new home was enough for any diamond dog to be excited.
" One more thing" BlackJack says calling the dogs attention. " My name is Black Jack not Diamond, and you will call me...Master."
The Dogs simply kneeled in acknowledgment. " Yes, Master BlackJack" thier spade symbols glowed in unison
- Beast Loyalty Maxed -
<Diamond dog pack can now be modified>
BlackJacks beast menu updates, showing 3 tabs, one for each species. In the diamond dogs tab he accesses the trios pages and upgrades thier strength and endurance stats, and snickering to himself he grouped them together in thier own party and labeled it "Stooges." 
" Ok stooges bag up this stuff and follow me back home." Rover and the two obeyed knowing who he was talking to." The rest of you start moving to the new location  I want the mine established by nightfall." With thier orders set the dogs began thier tasks. While BlackJack and his stooges began walking to the surface each carrying a large bag.
On the surface ponys watched both scared and suprised at the sight of thier human guest leading 3 diamond dogs through the town.
" Just in time for lunch" BlackJack says entering the gates of the Deckfort.
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Deck Fort, March 29, 3:45 pm (3 days after previous chapter)

Twilight and friends are on their way to the deck fort to check up on Blackjack and the progress of his home, even bringing early housewarming gifts for their unusual friends. 
"Ah sure can't wait to see what kinda place he's building" Applejack says as she pulls her cart full of apples and bottles of cider.
"I know right? I bet it's gonna be huge" Rainbow Dash replies
"Given his clear eye for fashion, I believe it'll be an elegant abode, with dazzling décor" Rarity adds 
"Come on girls it's only been three days, I'm sure it's going to be simple and humble." Twilight says smiling as they reach the Ever free forest. next to the entrance was a simple black mailbox with a white spade on its side, taking full advantage Pinkie Pie stuffs the box full of party invites as her friends stare confused.
"Just sending invites in advance" Pinkie says with a wide smile.
As the ponies enter the path they notice that not only has blackjack fenced off the sides he also installed a proper stone path all the way to his home.     
( basically like this but wider and with fences on both sides)
                                                 
Their surprise increased once they reached the end of the path and were face to face with the tall wood palisades and the gate matching the height of the trees and sporting two knockers with the shape of human skull with rings in their mouths. The ponys stood in amazement, they've only seen walls this high in Canterlot and Yakyakistan. Twilight uses her magic to hit the knockers against the door. after a few minutes the door opens and to the girl's surprise it was a female diamond dog with light brown fur and drooped ears wearing a black vest with a silver spade hanging from her collar.
"Yes?" she says standing in the door.
"uh...is Black Jack here?" Twilight asks nervously.
"Follow me." the dog says opening the door allowing the ponies to enter. their mouths dropped at the sight of the place; Open Area, a Garden, and various other amenities surrounding the massive estate at the rear of the compound. The dog girl lead the way while the ponies followed, around the area diamond dogs were walking back and forth hauling rocks and tools, entering and exiting from two large stair ways at opposite ends of the compound with railings reminiscent of a subway entrance.
"What are Diamond dogs doing here?" rainbow whispers in twilights ear
"I don't know." twilight responds as they reach the front door.
Upon entering they are greeted by the sight of the large open interior featuring qualities that are usually seen at mountain cabins and hotel lobbies Thier amazement ceased after spotting Trixie who was in the kitchen area practicing her potion brewing. " Hey girls!" she says walking to them. "what brings you here? And where's Starlight?"
"She's Visiting her family in Sire's Hollow but she said she'll be back before the party starts" Twilight answers
"Enough about that, tell me where you got that enchanting outfit" Rarity says stepping forward admiring Trixie's new black velvet top with a silver silk dress and silver bracelets on the upper and lower parts of each of her legs with dark purple gems embedded in them, new Black wizard's hat with white spade on the front and black cloak with a silver trim.
"Oh this? Master blackjack made it for me, he said it's enchanted to boost my magical affinity and lessen my energy cost." she says glamorously posing as rarity admires the material.
"Magnifique, I can feel the magic flowing through the thread." she says feeling Trixie's cloak.
"Thank you Milly, I'll take it from here" she says to the diamond dog who simply nods her head and leaves them. 
"Speaking of Darling we've been wondering..".
"Why the heck are diamond dogs here?!" rainbow yells
"Master Blackjack said that their mine was running dry, so he allowed them to build a new one under the compound, in exchange they help with chores and give us gems and materials whenever we need them." she says smiling and gesturing out a window, there the dogs were seen doing various work, from tending the garden to chopping wood and guarding the other gates, despite the labor the diamond dogs had fulfilled looks in their eyes something that was absent when the ponys last dealt with them.
"Wow, that's impressive." twilight says as she observes the dogs efficient work.
"so anyway, what brings you here?" Trixie says trying to get back on topic.
"Oh well there's two reasons, the first was to help Blackjack plan for his housewarming party, and the other....Twilight says
"The other, is to help Fluttershy" Apple jack says pointing her hoof at nothing before twilight released her camouflage spell revealing Fluttershy in a full suit of armor, accompanied by angel who was also sporting tiny armor.
"Eep!!" she says hiding behind AJ
"she's been terrified of Blackjack ever since the boar thing. we get why but we know that he's not that bad" Rainbow says
"So we convinced her to come along" Pinkie says smiling.
"But she'd only come if we took precautions" Twilight says rolling her eyes. Where is Blackjack anyway?
"In the Backyard playing with clover, come on I'll show you" Trixie says walking to the rear of the house and to the patio door. the back yard is a half acre large and secured by more palisades with many of the tree's trimmed to allow more sunlight. Trixie leads the girls into the yard following the sound of wood clacking and yells, they reach a clearing where another Diamond dog girl is standing holding blackjacks jacket in her arms and in the center of the clearing Blackjack and Clover spar with wooden practice swords. Clover hacks at blackjack as he continues to move and block her attacks.
This is Playing? Twilight asks watching as blackjack retaliates putting clover on defense
"It looks awesome" Rainbow says excited as Clover breaths balls of fire at black jack only for him to knock each one away.
" I wish we did stuff like this in the wonder bolts"
Clover continues her barrage until she spots an opening and dives in for a hard slash, only for blackjack to step to the side causing her to crash and upon turning to face him found his wooden blade pointing in her face.
"you over committed" Black jack comments moving his sword and offering his hand.
"I'll get you next time dad" clover pouts as she gets to her feet.
"Of course you will" he says patronizing as he retrieves his coat and petting the dog who was holding it. " Thank you Ginger"
The Dog girl blushes and bows her head as Blackjack walks to the ponies.
"Showing off as always master." Trixie says 
"Your one to talk" Blackjack retorts and the two stare at each other scowling before bursting out into casual laughter. The group returns to the patio and sits at a large picnic table with Blackjack and Twilight sitting at the opposing heads and the rest in between. Pinkie has already drawn a fully detailed map of Blackjacks compound in crayon, much to blackjacks surprise and slight concern.
"Alright Party planners let's make this the best Housewarming party that Equestrias ever Partied" Pinkie says Slamming her hooves on the table in excitement.
"We should get DJ Pon3 to play, do you like Dubstep Blackjack?" Twilight asks with a smile.
"Wait, you ponies have Dubstep?" Blackjack asks legitimately surprised leaning forward and his eyes wide. with the others staring in surprised from his outburst.
"Y-yeah...." Twilight responds.
"I.. love Dubstep" Blackjack says calming his tone after reading the room.
"Great!!, Now lets talk about the theme." Pinky adds getting Taking out a large book titles: Big Book of Party Themes by Pinkameana Diane Pie. " I personally like the Super Birthday Party Experience but what about you? she asks Black Jack sliding the book to him.
"hmmm...." Blackjack flips through the pages skimming through the various themes, some exciting others very strange. a few catch his eye, like the Fantasy Tavern theme and the Sci fi Cantina theme but then he finds one that really speaks to him. " I like the club experience" he adds to many of the ponies confusion except for pinkie and surprisingly applejack.
Club experience? whats that? Rainbow adds curious. 
"Oh it's one of those parties in a dark room with loud heavy bass music and Neon lights with..."
"With occasionally Mares dancing on poles dressed in scandalous outfits..." applejack adds  
Rainbow dash's eyes widen before suddenly bursting out. "How am I just hearing about this!?" she yells before crossing her hooves in spite
"And how do you know about that Applejack?" Rarity adds curious.
"There's.... a lot of things to do in the Manehatten" she says looking away.
"And you didn't tell me? Rainbow yells at applejack who is avoiding eye contact with the Pegasus
While the two ponies discuss the scandalous activities of Applejack, Angel bunny leaves Fluttershy's arms and marches across the table to blackjack
"No Angel come back." Fluttershy says sheepishly as her bunny continues to march at the Blackjack who is grinning as he listens to the mares discussion.
Angel tugs on blackjacks shirt and upon gaining his attention began to threaten him with violence using charades. Blackjack couldn't help but smile at the rabbits adorable threat and as Angel was finishing his threat blackjack began to scratch under his chin causing the creature to melt in his hand. doing a complete 180 the bunny went from brave and threatening to sweet and docile as he removed his armor to allow Blackjack to pet his belly. Blackjack always found small animals soothing but could never afford them in his old life but petting this bunny right now gave him a sense of bliss as he continued soon realizing that every pony was staring at him.
"Awwwwww" they say as angel nuzzles blackjacks hand eager for more scratching and petting. After seeing both Angel's reactions and Blackjacks gentle handling of her pet, Fluttershy begins to ease up realizing that blackjack wasn't the brutal monster she feared, but a creature who was rough but kind when he wanted to be. Taking a deep breath she removes her helmet and smiles at blackjack.
"I guess you're not so scary after all" she says as angel returns to her and whispers into her ear " And Angel say's you give the best tummy rubs" she says before giggling at the sight of Clover nodding in agreement.
Afterwards the group resumed their party planning. they all agreed not to hire mare to dance on poles but Blackjack insisted on having them installed anyway just incase. Applejack and Rainbow dash agreed that stronger Drinks were a must so Blackjack wouldn't be the last creature standing...again. Twilight, Trixie and Rarity set up the stage for both Trixie's Magic Show and Dj Pon3's Setup. and with the assistance of the diamond dogs and pinkies party cannons the set up was finished in a relatively short time. Soon the Main Room of Blackjacks home changed from hotel lobby to a manehatten night club complete with neon LED lights, large and small base speakers, fog machine's, stripper poles, lasers and a Bar stocked with hard apple cider and other drinks blackjack managed to acquire from the diamond dogs.
"I'll be back tomorrow with the good stuff" Applejack says to blackjack as he stocks the bar.
"Sweet make sure it's got more kick" blackjack says with a chuckle
"Buck yeah" Apple says hoof bumping blackjack before heading to the door. " Well I got apples to buck so I'll see y'all tomorrow." 
"Wait up AJ, you still have some explaining to do" Rainbow says flying after her.
"My Card, We should defiantly meet up and talk shop you have a great eye for design". Rarity says floating her business card into the mans pocket.
Acquired Item: Carousel Boutique business card
"Revoir Blackjack" She says exiting.
"Well I got sweets to bake, so I'll be seeing you" pinkie says hoping out.
"Bye Blackjack, see you at the party." Twilight says as she leaves as well leaving only Fluttershy and Angel.
Um...I.. If is not too much trouble would you like to come see the rest of my animals? she says looking up at blackjack. who could only smile at the timid Pegasus.
"Of course, I love animals" he says with a warm smile.
"Great, I'll see you tomorrow then" she says leaving to catch up with her friends.
As the girls exit the Ever free they hear Blackjack call them.
"Hey girls! can you do me a favor!?" He says snapping his fingers and immediately a tied up Bon Bon appears in front of them. " Take her back to Sun butt for me, won't you?
The Ponies are shocked and confused at the sudden change of events before twilight calms herself and simply responds " Sure thing Blackjack" she unties the mare with her magic and helps her up.
"Thank you!" Black Jack says before walking back to the Deck Fort.
Castle of Friendship, Map room
Twilight and Bon Bon to explain to the rest about Celestia's orders to monitor Blackjack and his group.  
"Wait so you knew about this and you didn't tell us?" rainbow asks upset at her friend
"I couldn't tell any pony....I'm sorry girls."
"Please don't be mad at Princess Twilight" Bon Bon asks the group "Princess Celestia sent me to spy on and report any information regarding Black Jack and his group. She only casted the camouflage spell on me to help Infiltrate his house unnoticed, but yesterday I was captured by the diamond dogs after trying to enter Blackjacks workshop."
"What's so scary about a workshop?" Rainbow asks
"Nothing much, It's the materials he's mining that I'm concerned about" Bon Bon responds.
"What's he mining? Iron? Gold?" Rarity asks curious.
"Platinum and Osmium" Bon bon says causing twilights eyes to widen and the other's concern to rise.
What's wrong twilight? AJ asks placing her hoof on the mares shoulder
"Platinum and Osmium, They're the most durable metals in the land and are able to resist and even negate strong magic." twilight says still shocked.
"Exactly, I need to report this to the Princess immediately" Bon bon exclaims before bowing to twilight "Princess Twilight can you please take me to Canterlot with your magic, I'm sure the princess would want to speak to you as well."
Twilight Nods and look's to her friends " we should all go  that we'll all be in the loop" The Mane Six all agree and Teleport to Canterlot.

Deck Fort, 6:39 pm
The sun is at it's lowest point just before the moon rise. the diamond dogs are off duty and enjoying the freshly built club environment, drinking tankards of Liquid wheat that their master had them producing for days. Sitting at the tables and watching the Stage as Trixie Performs her magic show with Clover assisting her. Blackjack watches from his elevated reclining chair with Milly and Ginger Sitting on his lap enjoying their reward of authorized snuggles. Black Jack is truly entranced by Trixie's use of dark magic to add flare to her card tricks resembling that of an old comic book character.
[ I wonder if it was a good idea to let that pony go? I guess there's no harm, all I'm doing is mining ore and growing crops just like any settler.]
the Dog girls continued embracing him and unlike other times they began to lick his neck causing Blackjack to feel warmer and more tense ashe noticed their bodies clinging even more than before as they gave off more heat.
[ Since when do I feel attracted to Diamond dogs? When I first rewarded them It was a Master pet thing, like with Clover and Trixie. But this time...I don't know] 
As the Magic show draws to an end Trixie does her finale which involves tying her self up inside a box and having Clover ignite the box. the dogs are at the edge of their seats. while blackjack's tension continues to rise
[I guess when I absorbed that diamond dog it adjusted my body and mind. making me behave like a Diamond dog the more time I spend with them. which means...]
Blackjack snapped out of his thought after hearing light yelp from Ginger " oh sorry did I hurt you?" he says concerned
"N-no master....that's just...a sensitive area" she says blushing  before licking his nose.
"O-oh..I...see" Black jack stammers as he looks down to see his hands well below the girls tail and quickly retracts it
[ Oh God! I'm actually tempted to fuck this dog girl. what am I going to do?]
While blackjack ponders the issue, Clover has now turned the box to ash and Trixie is nowhere to be seen until rising from the pile of ash completely clean. The dogs howl and clap in applause. Blackjack's stress continues to increase from the temptation of the diamond dog and the heat of his own fiend afflicted body.
[Ok Ok, deep breaths you can bring this down. you can fight this side effect until it wears off.] *Deep inhale*
Just as Blackjack was about to calm his mind and urges he's beckoned by Milly. "Master...If you want... we can go upstairs together." The dog girls look up at him with desire burning in their bright yellow eyes and with that his decision was made.
"Fuck It"
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Canterlot ,Throne room 5:35 pm ( 1 hour before the end of previous chapter)
Twilight and Co teleport into the throne room. Princess Celestia is surprised not at the sudden visit But By the presence of Bob Bon amongst them. Bon Bon steps forward and bows to her princess
"I have returned  with an urgent update"
"Speak" Celestia responds
"Black Jack has finished construction of his home,  a fortified compound 
that  he's named: The Deck Fort"
Deck Fort? Celestia comments confused
"Yes princess, He's also recruited a pack of diamond dogs into his service." 
Diamond dogs?, how's this possible?
"I'm not sure, I lost track of him in mines but upon returning to the Deck fort, he'd  subjugated 3 diamond alphas and established a mine beneath the fort."
"Well diamond dogs are obsessed with gems and metal so that's no real concern." Celesta responds
"What concerns me princess Is Blackjacks desire for Platinum and Osmium" she says instantly grabbing Celestias attention."He has his dogs actively looking for it and every bit they find he brings to a private room in the fort ."
"For what purpose?" Celestia asks sternly
"From what I've seen it seems he's using it to craft magical items, for what purpose I can't say.
"Are you certain?" Celestia asks stoically 
"It's true princess" Twilight adds " Trixie was wearing an outfit made entirely of magic equipment.
"And a beautiful one at that" rarity adds
Celestia sits on her throne assessing the situation before suddenly rainbow dash chimes in.
"No offense princess but aren't you being a little paranoid?". She asks as every pony looks at her. " I mean BlackJack may be weird but he doesn't strike me as a bad guy."
"Y-yeah he was very kind to angel and even agreed to play with my animal friends tommorrow." Fluttershy adds
"I understand your grievances girls but you must understand that he's as unpredictable as Discord and as dangerous as Tirek." Celestia explains " a creature like that could endanger all of Equestria."
"Ay don't think you need to worry princess" applejack adds " after all he did release Bon Bon after he caught her spying on him"
"You were captured?" Celestia says to Bon Bon  with surprised concern
"Unfortunately yes, I was caught yesterday after trying to sneak into the private room through the mine." She explains 
"Are you ok?"Celestia asks concerned 
" yes princess, but after seeing me he figured out what I was doing and who sent me." she says causing Celestias eyes to widen. 
"What happened afterwards?"
"After that I was locked in one of the rooms in the fort. Given food and drinks and even a private bathroom, for my captor he was very hospitable."Bon Bon said scratching the back of her head "He even allowed me to watch trixie's magic show."
"How was it?" Pinkie asks curiously 
"Amazing actually, she has an entirely new set of tricks." Bon Bon responds smiling " and Clover is Just the cutest little assistant"
"Ahem, what happened next?" Celestia says trying to keep on topic
"He asked us to bring her back to you" Twilight answers.
"So if he knew you were spying on him why would he just let you go and leave it at that?" Celestia asks.
"Maybe he's got nothing to hide. " Applejack implies " he seemed like an honest feller to me"
"Maybe he's just so kind hearted that he forgave and forgot" Fluttershy says smiling 
"Or maybe he just doesn't care" rainbow exclaims with a chuckle.
The tension of the room began to subside as the ponies began to jokingly theorized about Black Jacks intentions. 
"Maybe he's just a simple creature who wants a roof over his head and food in his belly." Aj suggests
"I think he's a reformed monster who's out to fight other monsters" Rainbow adds acting out her description
"Or maybe he's a creature that cares for other creatures." Fluttershy says with angel nodding in agreement.
Seeing the bearers of harmony talk so fondly of Black jack brings a smile to Celestias face, knowing that he wasn't an immediate threat was a relief. Even so she was still wary of the human, the fact that he was able to not only gain the loyalty  of Diamond dogs but he was also mining the only metals that can resist Alicorn Magic. 
Celestia wanted to confiscate the materials before they can be used but heeding the words of her sister she knew that would only antagonize him and after hearing the opinions of the bearers of harmony it seemed he truly wasn't interested in attacking anyone so rather than act on her fear she decided to approach the situation diplomatically.
"Girls I have a favor to ask." Celestia says calling the ponies attention." I would like you to learn more about BlackJack.
" you want us to spy on him?" twilight asks with confused suspicion
" No, I simply want you to get to know him better so that we can narrow our guesses as to what he wants from his new life in Equestria." Celesta says with a smile. " That way we can put my concerns to bed and get to know our new friend."
The girls happily nod accepting their diplomatic mission and teleport back to ponyville eager for the next day. leaving celestia and Bon Bon alone in the throne room  
"What now Princess ?" Bon Bon asks as she follows Celestia to the balcony. 
"We wait and see for now return home to your wife and accept this as compensation for your troubles" Celestia says handing her a large bag of Bits
"Thank you for your generosity Princess" Bon Bon says bowing before Celestia teleports her home.
"*Sigh* I guess it's up to elements after all" Celestia says lowering the sun " If we're lucky that's all we'll need"
Deck Fort, March 30th, 9:25 AM
Blackjack bitterly awakens to bright lights of the morning sun and a fresh line of status updates.
Skill Acquired: Slash
Skill Acquired: Slash Resistance
Skill Acquired: Pillow Talk
Skill Acquired: Knot Tying
Skill Acquired: Seduction
Skill Acquired: Sexual Techniques 
Skill Acquired: Wrestling
< Endurance Increased >
Fiend Trait Gained: Intimidating Howl
Title Acquired: Alpha Dog
<Milly has been conquered>
<Ginger has been conquered>
Title Acquired: Playboy
"Ugh what did I do last night?" Blackjack says holding his head before spotting the 2 naked Diamond dog girls laying with him on what used to be his bed, The sheets had claw marks and stains, while the head board had a huge dent and claw marks as well." Oh, that's what" he says getting up from the wrecked bed "*yawn* man it's been a while but at least I still got it hehe...hmm" his chuckle ends as he narrows his eyes and maxes out his Sexual Techniques Skill. "ahem anyway" his self monologue ends as he enters the bathroom. Blackjack begins to splash water in his face as he reaches for the towel is head instinctually shakes side to side and before he even grabbed the towel his face was already dry.

"Dear Celestia!!!" Trixie yells from behind Blackjack who turns to her " Master!? is that you?" she asks confused as she stares at him. Blackjack's features were an odd mix of his usual human appearance and his black diamond dog form. his nails were sharp, his legs matched the shape of a canines and he was sporting the signature flail tail and ears of the Diamond dogs.

Upon looking in the mirror Blackjack matched his disciples reaction "What the hell!" he says staring at his altered body.
"how did I get like this?" 
"Really, Master? You have no idea how this could've happened?" she says sarcastically as Blackjack glares at her.
*KNOCK, KNOCK,KNOCK*
"Dad! Trixie! Stop Hogging the bathroom!" Clover yells banging on the door only to have black jack open it. "AH! Kill it with Fire!!!" Clover yells before igniting Blackjack with her fire breath.
Skill Acquired: Fire breath.
Skill Acquired: Fire resistance.
After maxing out his resistance and putting out the flames Blackjack makes his way downstairs and sits in his chair to think on how to fix his appearance. Scrolling through his Stats he spots the new bright red icon placed below the base of his skill tree mimicking the skill source icon of the white tree. Upon selecting it, the description opens along with a single jagged branch of red skills spreading like cracks.
Fiend Skill Tree
Indulging in the Flesh and Blood of your enemies, You make thier strength yours at the cost of your morality and humanity.
< Grants Assimilation Skill >
< Grants Monster Transfomation>
< Lowers Moral Alignment >
Below the icon was a sub-icon of a lion goat and snake's heads lined together.
Chimera
You are the ultimate beast of the wild, commanding the power of all creatures, monster and beast alike.
<Grants all Primary Fiend perks simultaneously>
< Grants Custom Beast Transformation>
<+ 20 to all Fiend based abilities >
<Chimera mode: Active>
[Huh that explains it ]
BlackJack continues looking through the Fiend tree skills, Only the diamond dog tree is fully shown while the rest is blank or only shows a single icon with a question mark.
[ I guess I gained access to the tree by indulging in my diamond dog desires, that explains last night. I guess the more I use it the more control I have over it. But what about the cost of morality and humanity?]
BlackJack continues to think on this new skill tree. he was very interested in the possibility of having moster powers while the only parts that concerned him were the costs.
["I guess the humanity thing makes me look and act like the creatures I absorb, but morality? No game system can tell me what my morals are"]
BlackJack shrugs at the costs and disables the Chimera mode, within seconds his body returned to normal. " ok, that works." BlackJack says leaning back in his chair with a relieved sigh.
"Oh good you figured it out." Trixie says walking up to BlackJack. "No offense master but you look strange enough as it is, no need to copy discord" she says with a chuckle.
"Fair enough." He says joining in the laugh.
"So what do we have planned today Master." Trixie asks
Me and Clover are going to see fluttershy and her animals. I need you to pick up some things from town.
"Leaving me behind again master?" Trixie says pouting.
"Well I'd send Clover but we both know how that turned out." He says recalling twilights threatening letter. " and if I send the stooges they'll scare the store ponies."
"Hmm true" trixie says seeing his point but still upset.
"I promise we'll spend some master student time after the party,Ok?" He say looking in her eyes.
" Ok, but I'm gonna hold you to it master." She says smiling.
"Of course, but for now take these" he says handing her a scroll and a huge bag of bits. " anything left over you can use on yourself.
"Ok master" she says taking the items and leaving.
" now then *whistles*." Within seconds Rover and his stooges arrive front and center.
" Yes master?"
" Trixie is out shopping and Clover and I are going to Fluttershy's, I'm leaving you three in charge while I'm gone."
"We won't let you down master."Rover says bowing his head.
"Good boy" BlackJack says petting the dog as he walks toward the exit."Clover! c'mon or I'm leaving you!" BlackJack yells as he opens the door.
" Coming!" The dragon yells as she flies down the stairs and lands on his shoulder.
As they walk to the gate the diamond dogs bow thier heads as he passes them.
Ponyville, 10:12 am
Trixie walks down the market area. " Ok let's see what master needs this time"
List
1.Power tools
2. 10 Bags of Sand
3. An Atlas
4. A sketchbook
5. A bag of rubber bands
6. a pack of colored pencils
7. 5 packs of screws
"What the buck?!" Trixie says twitching her eye at the random list. " what in Celestias name does he plan to do with these?" she says to herself as she rerolls the list. " *sigh* master really is eccentric I guess" she says resigning herself as she enters the hardware shop.
Fluttershy's home, 10:45
BlackJack and Clover are enjoying a picnic with fluttershy,angel and their other animal friends. It took BlackJack some time to get used to the grizzly bear on the opposite side of the blanket but after a few cups of tea and teddy bear jokes it was a pleasant time. Clover was having a blast playing with Angel and the small critters having a mini larping session with angel riding on clovers back pretending to be a dragon knight. while Black Jack and Fluttershy sit and watch like parents at a park.
" That's so cute I've never seen angel have this much fun" Fluttershy says with a joyed smile.
"yep its not everyday a bunny gets to be a dragon knight" Blackjack adds with a chuckle
"So tell me what kind of animals do they have in your world?" She asks pouring him another cup of tea.
"Mostly the same, but they aren't this smart" Blackjack says sipping the tea and watching as Clover pretend battles harry the bear in a fight reminiscent of an old Godzilla movie, causing Blackjack to smile with a nostalgic calm and moving Fluttershy to giggle. "what?" he says looking in her direction.
"Oh nothing, you just have a very soothing smile on your face" she says giggling "It's cute, like a sleepy bear"
Acquired Title: Gentle Giant
"*yawn * That so? Well then may as well play... the.... part "He says drifting into sleep with a gentle smile.

Deck fort entrance,1:45 pm 
Trixie enters the compound hauling a cart of the supplies from blackjacks list "*sigh* I don't know what master could want with this but I got it" she says carrying a cart full of the various item of her masters list " I hope master black jack appreciates my efforts" Trixie says entering the fort and handing her cart over to one of the diamond dog guards. "well since I have time to spare." she says entering the large home and setting down her hat and cloak. " may as well practice my magic." Trixie enters the backyard to the training area. Trixie powers up her horn focusing her new powers her magic turns from the usual blue into a dark purple as she conjures her spell soon enough a mass of darkness begins to form in front of her and soon takes the shape of Trixie." I..I did it" she says amazed at her spell. 
Of course you did, you the great and powerful Trrixie!!" the clone says pridefully as she high hoofs the original. Trixie begins to spar with her clone throwing combat spells and illusion magic all while taking evasive maneuvers dodging her clones attacks with the skill and grace of an acrobat. " wow I really am great and powerful" she says excitedly strutting as her clone applauds. " I can't wait to show Starlight." Trixie powers up her fireworks spell in celebration but instead of her usual fireworks sye fires a massive dark beam into the sky clearing the clouds in the area. Trixie and her clone stare into the sky shocked at her sudden magic attack. " Um..maybe Trixie should dial it back a bit" she says with her clone nodding in agreement.
Canterlot, throne room
Princess Celestia was holding court discussing the plans for this years grand galloping gala. All of the noble ponies were in attendance. Fancy pants was in the midst of explaining his idea for a gold plated chocolate fountain. Although she loves everything to do with sweets Celestia's mind wandered thinking about yesterdays events with Bon Bons Intel on BlackJacks. Why was he mining the ore? How did he take the diamond dogs? And what's Going on in that "Deck Fort " of his.
"...And that's why I say we should have gold instead of silverware. Fancy says taking a bow, with many of the nobles giving a light applause.
"Grand as always Fancy" Celestia says rejoining the conversation. " Well u believe that concludes today's Gala meeting." As the nobles exit the throne room Celestia waves them out with her trademark motherly smile. After they exit Celestia returns to her throne with a deep sigh " I thought they'd never leave" she says pulling a piece of cake from behind her throne. Celestia had always snuck her sweets into her daily activities usually stashing them in various rooms around the castle. After taking a bite all her stress just melted away in chocolatey bliss. For the first time in these past few days she felt at ease before suddenly a massive tower of darkness rose in the distance almost causing her to choke. The clouds cleared around it and the skys usual blue was omitted by the dark purple aura of the beam before vanishing seconds later.
"Princess! Are you alright" a guard says bursting in with his squad.
"I'm fine" she responds rehiding her cake behind the throne. " what of that dark energy?"
We've tracked the energy to and it's confirmed the source is coming from...
"The Deckfort " Celestia finishes with a determined look in her eyes
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Deckfort, training clearing
Trixie stares into the sky, still amazed by the great and powerful spell she unleashed. she couldn't help but smile. " that was really me!" I wasn't even trying to do that and yet the great and powerful Trriixie has truly displayed her power." She says to no one as she strikes a pose. Realizing how awkward her self monologue is without an audience she powers up her horn again and around her 5 more clones appeared and began applauding.
Canterlot, Balcony
Celestia stares at the everfree, hoping to figure out what BlackJack is up too. Soon enough Luna steps out breaking the tense silence.
"Don't do it" she says walking to Celestias side.
" I don't know what you're talking about sister" Celestia says sarcastically as she teleports a parchment and quill and begins writing.
"You've always been cautious of Ancients ever since the Equestrian civil war." Luna says causing her sister to briefly pause her writing. " I understand your concern but we can't be rash in this." 
"I know and that's exactly why I'm taking your advice" she says calmy as she sends the freshly written scroll. " I've asked twilight and the others to investigate, If it's nothing then we won't need to worry." She says waking off regally.
"Sister you forgot this" Luna calls, as Celestia looks back she blushes at the sight of Luna smuggly holding up the half eaten plate of strawberry cake she had hidden behind one of the decorative pots on the balcony.
Fluttershy's backyard, 2:23 pm
BlackJack awakens from his nap to see not only Clover but Fluttershy resting thier heads on his chest while the other animals are nestled beneath the tail of his coat and harry beneath his head acting as a large and furry pillow 
Acquired Title: Snuggle Buddy
[That's one title I won't be using]
BlackJack still pinned under the weight of pony and dragon begins to pet the two trying to gently wake them until suddenly a massive pillar of dark energy shoots up in the distance. Waking all the sleeping creatures.
W-what is that?" Fluttershy asks shaking and holding the little animals.
"*yawn * Probably Trixie" he says standing as the dark beam subsides." But knowing sunbutt, she's probably gonna blame me." He says giving another yawn
"Well she did seem paranoid about you even after we told her how sweet you are." Fluttershy says petting angel." I'm sure she'll understand once we explain things.
"I hope so" he says stretching " I'd hate for you to turn me into stone" he jokingly says right before Twilight and Spike appear in between them facing fluttershy, Twilight was wearing her element of harmony and carrying a sky blue chest, clearly containing the others.
"Fluttershy, did you see that massive magical light?!"
"I'm pretty sure everyone saw it" he says grabbing both creatures attention. " don't worry I'm sure it's just trixie, practicing her spells."
"Trixie? No way, she could never do anything that.."
"Great and powerful?" BlackJack says finishing her sentence." I know, she's come a long way in so short a time." He says impressed as he watches the parted clouds fade.
"Did you have anything to do with it?" Spike asks suspiciously looking at him.
BlackJack turns and grins at the dragon runt. " Duh, who else?" he says pridefully as he turns back to the fading clouds
Well whatever you did we have to stop it before...
"What I did, was help that mare unlock her full potential" he says turning to them and smiling "what's so wrong with that?"
Twilight wanted to oppose but helping ponies was her and her friends entire role in equestria although she felt uneasy she wanted to give blackjack the benefit of the doubt. " I'm glad your helping a pony reach her potential, would you mind if we check it out?" she asks with an accepting smile. 
"sure, we can have a nice lunch after" Blackjack says calmly smiling
Angel whispers into fluttershy's ear, "oh angel wants to know if he can go too, he really likes playing with Clover" fluttershy says with a sweet smile speaking for her pet.
"Pleeease daddy can he?" Clover asks giving her cute puppy eyes causing blackjack to roll his eyes and nod with a smile. "Yay!!" she says as the bunny hops onto her head and holding onto her horns.
"Come on, let's go" he calls as the others join his side.
Skill used: Teleport
a dark purple aura forms around them and in an instant they vanish
Deckfort courtyard, 2:47 pm
Trixie continues to show off her magic with an audience of clones and diamond dogs on break. she performs a combination flips and dark spells. Black Jack and the group appear on the patio of the Deck fort.
"Ok let's go see" he says walking toward the show with the others following behind. They arrive from behind the audience one of the dogs notice but Blackjack puts a finger to his mouth ordering to keep quiet so Trixie won't stop the show, sitting behind the crowd the group watch Trixie's display of magic. Trixie Powers up her horn and whips her head creating a spiral energy around herself, then raising her head to the sky the energy flows back to her horn and forms a large indigo blade around her horn. Twilight's eyes widen at the sight of Trixie slashing an Ever free tree in half with one swing then back flipping back to the audience causing a mass round of applause. 
"Thank you! for my last trick the great and powerful Trrrrrixie will perform a card trick." she says pulling out a deck of cards from her cloak. the cards orbit around her at all angles  like a celestial body ." Behold the power of the great and powerful Trrrrixie." she says orbiting the cards around her in numerous patters and styles, as they circle around her the cards begin to glow a bright indigo. she points her hoof and one by one the cards slide across her arm and to the trees exploding on impact in bright purple and blue lights. All except Twilight join in the applause as she sat there shocked by Trixie's display.
"Great show Trixie" Blackjack says standing and walking to her.
"Master! when did you get back?" she asks excitedly hugging him.
"a few minutes ago, I saw your light show" he says smiling.
"hehe yeah, that was an accident" she says with an embarrassed smile. " but I did master some new spells she says happily looking up at him.
"I noticed, very impressive" he says as he scrolls through her stat list.
Trixie Lulamoon <Apprentice Illusionist>
Lvl: 32
HP: 500/500
MP: 210/300
Affinity: Dark Magic
Specialization: Illusion
Spells
Shadow Clones
Dark Blade
Dark Buff
Ender Beam
Illusionary Fireworks
Object Transformation Minor
Telekinetic Magic
[Not bad she's picking these spells up faster than I expected]
"Now that the shows over let's get some lunch" he says walking back to the house with Clover and angel right behind him.
"So Princess, What did you think of new Great and Powerful Trrrrixie?" she say confidently to twilight who still in disbelief of what she saw. It wasn't the fact that her spells improved, it was her use and mastery of dark magic. Ever since she was a filly she was taught that dark magic was one of the most dangerous and unpredictable type of magic known to corrupt any and all creatures who attempt to learn it. 
"It was interesting, I've never seen those spells before. Did Blackjack teach you them?" she asks trying to better understand the blue ponys new power.
"No, they....just sorta came to me" Trixie answers with slight confusion, she was fairly certain that the spells she used belonged to her master but he never showed or taught her any of those spells. maybe there was more to the pact than she thought, but she was sure that it couldn't be bad.
"Girls hurry up before we eat it all!" Blackjack yells from the patio causing the two to simply laugh gallop to the house.

Canterlot Castle, 7:43pm
Celestia stands on the balcony preparing to lower the sun for the night. Luna walks up behind her with a pair of lunar guards who change shifts with Solar guards that were guarding Celestia.
"Evening sister." Luna says greeting Celestia. "How did twilight and the others fair?" Lunas question was answered as Celestia passed her a letter from twilight.
Dear Princess Celestia,
It turns out that the dark magic wasn't coming from Blackjack but from Trixie. Apparently Blackjack has the ability to bring out a creatures potential. Trixie displayed many combat spells in her show, I'm still unsure of what blackjacks teaching methods are according to Trixie he'd never once given her lessons on magic and when I asked her how she learned them she claimed that she just knew them. This will require further research but I believe Blackjack's magic uses a completely different system to ours. I will begin my research after His house Warming party.
Signed, Twilight Sparkle

"Interesting, I knew his magic was unique but I never expected it to be completely different." Luna says rolling up the scroll 
"what's interesting is how controlled his magic is, he has full mastery of dark magic and shows no signs of corruption." she says lowering in the sun " and the fact that he can train a Unicorn to use it, is truly fascinating" she says looking at Luna.
"Does that mean your paranoia has finally subsided?" Luna jokes as she raises the moon.
"Somewhat, he's still raises caution but we can at least confirm that he's Sane and capable of helping others, from what I've heard Trixie Lulamoon's magical power was limited to special effects and minor transformation." she responds as the moon illuminates the night sky. " but the energy from earlier was more powerful than even my graduates at the academy, Imagine what he could unlock in a fully trained unicorn mage." Celestia says with a bit of excitement.
"I can only imagine sister, I can only imagine."
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Ponyville Station, 11:30 am
The train stops at the station, ponies of all races and sizes exit the cars amongst them was Starlight, guidance counselor of the school of friendship and student of Princess Twilight Sparkle. "*sigh* finally home" she says walking down through the station " Where's Trixie? she says she was gonna meet me" as she finishes her sentence a grand display of magical fireworks shoots into the sky catching her and every ponys attention. In the finale of the light show Starlights name appeared in big bright letters causing starlight to face hoof "yep defineantly Trixie" she says walking to the lights source. upon exiting the station she's surprised to see her friend in her stylish new outfit.

"Starlight! Welcome back!" Trixie excitedly says hugging her friend
"Trixie? I hardly recognized you, where'd you get that outfit and.." Starlight pauses after sensing two great powers on her friend."what happened while I was gone?" she says confused.
"Come back to my house and I'll explain" she says taking her friends hoof as they being walking.
"Wait....House?" Starlight asks confused as Trixie guide her in the direction of the deck fort. Trixie tell her perspective of the week's past events telling her of her new teacher, exaggerating her story of how she became his apprentice, and showing off her card tricks. soon starlight began to notice that they've began exiting ponyville and were approaching the Everfree forest. "Uhh Trixie, where are we going?" she asks confused
"Oh didn't I tell you? Master Blackjack Lives in the Ever free forest" she says casually as they walk along the edge of the forest
"Really? isn't he worried about the monsters?" Starlight asks concerned only to see Trixie giggling
"Trust Me, Master Blackjack is the scariest Monster in the forest" she responds as they reach the Ash path. Starlights Jaw drops at the sight, a perfectly burnt path straight through the forest with fences and a stone path going straight ahead." yeah I made the same face when I saw it too" she says closing starlight's dropped jaw. "come one it's almost time for lunch" she says walking down the path with starlight following behind.
They arrive at the gates of the Deck Fort, the two armor clad diamond dogs standing guard, Starlight is shocked to see the large guards bow their heads and open the gate. As they move through the compound her eyes remain wide as she observes the dogs go about their tasks, mining, farming, and moving resources. She notices that each of the dogs have a spade tag on their collar. "hmm what's with the spade tags?" she asks curious.
"Oh that's Master Blackjacks symbol, he places it on all his beasts" she says casually as she opens the door to the house
"Beasts?" she asks tilting their head " what do you mean?" 
"Oh it's what he calls the creatures who work for him" she says shifting her cloak to show her cutie mark placed on a Black Spade. Starlight jaw drops again realizing the second power she felt was coming from that spade on Trixie's Flank, with her high ability for magic Starlight examines the spade and upon realizing what it was Blackjack enters the room

"Oh Hey Trixie" Blackjack says walking into the main room with Clover behind him." Is this your friend? he says looking towards starlight. Trixie Nods while starlight stands stunned at this odd creature, he wasn't any creature she'd seen before with the only close example were the monkeys from the princesses garden. and that minotaur self help instructor.
"Master Blackjack, this is my friend Starlight Glimmer"
"Nice to meet you" Blackjack says extending his hand. Starlight was hesitant at first sensing immense dark power from him but after realizing her and Trixie's own past she knew better than to judge.
"Nice to meet you too, Mr. Blackjack" she says shaking his hand.
"And I'm Clover" the little dragon says rapidly shaking the mares hoof. "Trixie said your her best friend so I hope we can be besties too"
"Uh.. sure, It's nice to meet you clover" she says with a smile.
"your just in time for lunch, Ginger what are we having" he calls to the diamond dog in the kitchen.
"Chili with bread and Celestia salad." the dog says laying the food on the table.
"Oh sweet! and hows the preparations for the party food?"
"We should be done before the guests arrive master."
"Perfect, thank you Ginger" the diamond bows her head in response and exits as the group begins to eat." I can't wait this party is gonna be great."
"especially with the great and powerful Trrrixie opening the show" Trixie says excited
"And her Cute and adorable assistant!" Clover adds with food in her mouth
"Don't talk with your mouthful" Blackjack responds with his mouth only half full
Starlight sits confused for a bit but after watching these three interact she began to feel more at ease." so um Blackjack if you don't mind me asking...what kind of creature are you?" she asks calling their attention
"Oh I'm a human, or as your people call it an Ancient" he says casually shoveling another spoonful of chili into his mouth.
"An ancient you mean the creatures that reigned supreme in the pre Equestria age?" she asks curious as she takes a bite of her salad
"I guess, Still fuzzy on the details but I've only been here for a week or so" he shrugs " Right now im still adjusting and there's nothing like a party to feel at home." he smiles in anticipation.
"Fair enough, Every pony wants to feel at home." she says continuing to eat
After a bit Blackjack finishes his meal and he and clover leave the table " well if you'll excuse us me and Clover have to prep our party outfits and do some last minute Hunting" he says as they walk to the Backdoor
"Don't take too long you two Clover still needs to help me with the opening performance"
"We won't" they say exiting the house with their weapons in hand.
Trixie and Starlight are left at the table alone. Trixie begins to tell starlight about her earlier practice performances for the diamond dogs and how her magic has developed over the last few days. Starlight was still concerned about the dark magic surrounding Blackjack and Trixie's cutie mark but seeing her friend so excited and happy  Starlight decided to leave it be. " So what kind of party is Blackjack having? Cuz..." She looks around at the arrangement of speakers, spotlights, neon signs and stripper poles. " I've never seen these kind of decorations before."
"Oh it's called the club experience, it's one of those large city parties with dark rooms, bright lights and lots of alcohol." Trixie explains 
"Well that's... Interesting" She says raising an eyebrow 
" Yep master Blackjack picked it and I am opening the celebration with my great and Powerful magic" Trixie says with pride
"That's great I can't wait to see your show" Starlight says with a smile as they finish their lunch. Afterwards Trixie gives Starlight a Tour of the Deck fort, showing her the Farm, Mine, and finally her room on the second floor.
The room was decently large filled with the various items originally piled into her wagon, despite having a bed in the room Trixie preferred her hammock having an extra large one hanging above the queen sized bed. "Wow, great room." She says admiring the blue wall paper and randomly arranged magic items.
"Right? Master Blackjack had all my stuff moved in and he even said he'd upgrade my wagon for my next tour." Trixie says 
excited." But enough about that, I should focus on my opening show. Hopefully Rover and the dogs finish installing the stage."
They return to the foyer and walk toward the front door. Dj Pon3 is already at her section reading her equipment the sound of low bass beats and wubbs can be heard as the dog arrange the party food, 2 larger dogs are seen carrying a huge tank and putting it next to the bar while a third dog attaches a nozzle to It and begins to pump. Right as they reach the door it bursts open.
"CLUB PARTY TIME WOOHOO!!" Pinkie yells sliding in with wide eyes and a bright smile as the others walk in behind her.
"Hey Starlight welcome back" Twilight adds with a smile 
"Thanks, this is all so sudden but at least you're all calm with it." she says sighing in relief
"Yeah Blackjack may be weird but he's cool" Dash says crossing her arms
"He's also really sweet, Angel and the other animals love him" Fluttershy adds with a smile as angel nods
"He's been nothing but blunt and honest, gotta respect that" Apple jack comments
" a little too Blunt if you ask me" spike mumbles to him self but his attention is stolen by the sight of rarity entering.
"Sorry I'm late girls I had to make the right outfit from scratch" she says wearing a sparkly gold colored suit with a blue triangular gem pendant, purple boots on her rear hooves, and Black on her forehooves, and a domed helmet with a Black Visor and Gold trim and flashing on the visor is a pixilated version of her cutie mark. Naturally her outfit catches every pony off guard but they just roll their eyes and smile knowing rarity and her need to go over the top.
(Basically her EG band outfit but in pony form)
 
"Wow rarity you really outdid yourself with that one" Starlight says with a slight chuckle.
"But of course, With this outfit I'll shine even in the dark" she says with her helmet auto tuning her voice. 
"that's for sure" rainbow adds squinting at the brightness of the outfit.
"Where's Blackjack? I'm sure he'll appreciate the quality of my outfit"
He went into the forest for some last minute hunting. Trixie says walking to the front door. "Make yourselves at home, I have a show to prepare before the rest arrive. After she exits Blackjack and Clover enter from the back door laughing 
"I can't believe that hydra got one of it's heads stuck in anothers mouth" Clover says holding back tears,  
"I can't believe it actually tried to swallow" Blackjack says holding his sides laughing before noticing the girls " oh hey your early...Wow Great outfit rarity!" he says appreciating, seeing her outfit brought up fond memories of his favorite robot duo. "It's gonna be hard to top that"
"Why thank you!" she says joyed, she knew Blackjack had an eye for design an artist can always smell their own.
"Well me and Clover are going to put on our party outfits be back in a bit" he says ascending the stairs with Clover flying after him. The ponies take the time to chat and sample the party food, Pinkie takes full advantage of the time to cover herself head to hoof in various colors of glowsticks. Dj Pon3 is having a pre show drink at the bar with AJ and Dash, Spike admires Rarity and compliments her glamorous Sci fi outfit all the while twilight informs Starlight of Blackjack's short time in equestria. 
"So he did all this in just a week?" starlight says surprised
"yep, enhancing a unicorns magic and building this fort isn't too much for a skilled mage but accelerating growth and recruiting diamond dogs...." she takes a sip of her drink " I doubt even the princesses to do that." Twilight says shaking her head.
"wow" Starlight says impressed. several minutes later Blackjack and Clover walk down the stairs in new outfits that catch all the ponies attention. Blackjack was wearing a White suit jacket with a black shirt underneath  and Black Pants with white spade decals. and black fingerless gloves. Clover was dress in a simplistic cybergoth outfit with a blue fur skirt, bracelets and leg warmers and a shiny black top and goggles with her hair combed down. 
(Basically this but replace the blue with white)

"Magnifique Darling, Clover looks absolutely fetching in that and the white contrasts with her scales so perfectly. but I can't help but wonder why you didn't include any color or glow in your outfits." rarity comments appreciating blackjacks simplistic design. Blackjack only grins and points to Ginger who dims the lights, with the room light only by the neon decorations and glow sticks Blackjack snaps his fingers and his white jacket begins to illuminate as small streaks of light rise on his jacket from bottom to top changing colors as they rise. With the white parts of clovers outfit glowing as well.
(pretty much this)

all eyes focus on the two. many in surprise but rainbow in excitement. "That is...Awesome!!!" how'd you make it glow like that?" she asks amazed by the sight.
"I just enchanted the clothes with an illumination spell and had it flow across the vertical threads on the jacket." Blackjack explains leaving rarity speechless, she had never thought that infusing clothes with magic would be possible. but here it was with no sign of any magical cost or damage.
"Exquisite! It has the perfect amount of eye catching brightness and dark tone to show off the details!" she says excited beneath her helmet. After the party we simply must talk shop!"
"Sure, why not?" he says calmly" besides clover is dying to model for you again" he says gesturing to clover who had a big joyful smile on her face. soon enough drums began to play outside as spot lights were lite outside.
"Mares and GentleColt, Prepare to be amazed by the amazing performance of the Great and Powerful Trrrrixie!!!" she says in a magically amplified voice." And her lovely assistant the Cute and Adorable Clllover!!!
"Oh! I better get out there too!" Clover says rushing outside to join Trixie in the show.
"Well ,Time to get this party started" Blackjack says with a smile
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Deck fort, 6:47 pm
Trixie opens her show with a grand fireworks display, blasting numerous colors and patterns into the air so bright  that it could be seen from Canterlot. Groups of ponies begin to enter the compound being handed glowsticks and other party favors by the diamond dog guards. thanks to pinkie practically every pony in ponyville was invited with at most half attending. 
"Mares and Gentle Colts, Prepare to be amazed by the amazing performance of the Great and Powerful Trrrrixie!!!" she says in a magically amplified voice." And her lovely assistant the Cute and Adorable Clllover!!!" Clover quickly flies on stage just making it. Starlight and the Mane six walk from the house to the front of the crowd. Blackjack decides to watch from his balcony disabling his jackets glow to not draw attention away from Trixie. " Now for my first trick" she says removing her hat and placing it upside down next to her "Clover will first ascend into the sky." as she finishes Clover flies up with great speed silhouetting in the moon light. "As you can see nothing is in the hat and there are no holes in the stage" she says tapping her hoof in the hat. "Now Clover will dive straight into the hat" without a second thought Clover dive bombs toward the stage, the audience watches intensely as she approaches the ground with great speed and enters the hat as if it were a pool with no sound or impact. the audience is in awe, some looking around to see if the dragon was hiding somewhere. "as you can see, nothing in the hat and nothing behind my cloak" Trixie says drawing their attention and showing the empty hat and barren cloak" now where could she be?" she says looking around " Oh! I see there she is" she says pointing to a random ponys cup. 
The crowd directs their attention to the random pony and right as he notices their eyes Clover erupts from his cup in a splash. "Ta da!!!" Clover says joyfully as she rises from the cup. the crowd applauds in amazement as Clover flies back to the stage.
"Ok for my next trick I will need a volunteer" the crowd raises thier hooves clamoring to be picked. "You there with the real coat and blue mane" she says pointing to a random mare who hops hopes to the stage. "Pick a card" trixie says holding up a full deck of cards. The mare picks the 5 of clubs. "Ok now memorize it and don't let me see it." She says looking away. "Have you memorized it?" She asks as the mare nods and placed it back into the deck and as soon as the mares arm is clear Clover ignites the deck suprising the crowd, the deck falls to ash on the stage. "Now as you can see the cards are completely burned away." Trixie stamps onto the pile of ash and pulls out a single un burnt card." Was this your card?" She says holding up the 5 of clubs. The mare gasps and excitedly nods and the crowd applauds.
"Now my final Trick will require the aid of my adorable assistant" Trixie says as she uses her magic to spawn a large metal cylinder. many ponies were confused at the object. " first Clover will restrain me with thick iron chains." she says as clover begins tying up Trixie's arms and legs with chains and locks. "Next I will be blind folded and placed into this object." The object opens to reveal a large amount of spikes lining the walls, causing the ponies to gasp in fear as Clover Blindfolds Trixie and places her in the center of the object." Now watch as the great and powerful Trixie defies death!" right as she says that Clover slams the door closed  making a loud crunch sound similar to the sound of bones breaking. The show is dead silent as all eyes lay on the metal object. Starlight is in shock worried her friend was seriously hurt or worse. But within a minute Clover knocks on the object with no response. She then tries to open it but to no avail.
"Here let me help you" Trixie says walking up from the side of the stage. The audience is dumbstruck as trixie and Clover pry open the object only to see the chains and blindfold inside." Huh where did she go?" Trixie says pretending to be confused." Oh wait here" she points to herself with a big smile and the crowd erupts in applause." Thank you, Thank you" she says as her and Clover take a bow. Soon the crowd calms down and Trixie grabs a microphone and all the lights focus on her. "Now introducing the Male of the hour, leader of the pack and Master of the deck fort" as she finishes the music begins to play in the background."Master Bllllack Jaaack!!" As she finishes the sentence BlackJack appears in a flash of Dark magic with silhouettes of skulls and spades mixed in. 
"Hello Equestria!!! Are you ready for a crazy night!?" The crowd roars in excitement with pinky being the most exciting bouncing around the crowd. "Then welcome! To the Deckfort!!" He says teleporting him,Trixie and Clover to the balcony and opening the door causing a massive sonic wave of EDM ( electronic dance music) to bust out like the wind. 
(Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM_1L3d_o-E )
Before long the crowd rushed in indulging in dance, food and booze. The party was starting off great Trixie was mingling and signing autographs for a few of the fans she made, Clover was break dancing with angel in a circle of ponies all cheering for them. Rainbow and Applejack decided to have a competition taking shot after shot of fermented potato juice (Vodka). 
Unfortunately spike wasn't having as much fun , unable to get Rarity's attention he sat alone at a table when suddenly a plate of meat was placed infront of him causing him to jump up in suprise.
"What's wrong runt?" BlackJack says holding a drink in hand having just placed the food infront of him."not having fun?"
"Wouldn't you like to know" Spike says pouting and looking away
"Well clearly your hungry, but what else?" BlackJack responds sitting with him.
"I'm not hungry, just a little upset" he says glancing at Rarity who was in the middle of telling ponies about her outfit. BlackJack  sees this and smirks a bit.
"I see, then you should definitely eat something " he says looking at Rarity then back to spike.
"I told you I'm not hun... " he's interrupted by BlackJack shoving a drumstick in his mouth. Spike is upset at first but his eyes and pupils widen at the delicious taste of cooked flesh in his mouth." Wh...what is this!?" He says pulling the bare bone out and chewing. 
"That is meat my dude" he says smiling seeing him enjoy it so much." It helps creatures grow big and strong" he says drawing spikes full attention. " and if your big and strong  you may attract the attention of." He looks at Rarity. " Suitable mates." Hearing this spike begins to chow down joyfully. BlackJack walks to a diamond dog serving others food and whispers in his ear " keep feeding  that dragon as much meat as he wants if he gets thirsty bring him beer" the dog nods and resumes his work.
Canterlot, Balcony, 7:15 pm
The music can be heard even from thier castle. Luna unable to focus attempts to enter the dream realm and even when she does the amount of ponies sleeping was so minimal that it was impossible to work. Celestia joined her at the balcony.
" I doubt you'll be able to get much done tonight sister, between the bustling nightlife of canterlot and the Deckfort party not many ponies are sleeping right now." Celestia says with a slight chuckle.
" Then what do you suggest Tia?" Luna asks curious.
"Well..." 
Deckfort, minutes later
The royal sisters arrive at the party. Because of the loud music and dim lights of the party goers barely noticed.
"Heyyy you actually came" BlackJack says walking up to them with two huge drinks in his hands.
"Blackjack are you drunk?" Celestia asks
"Not yet, But you two should catch up, here have a drink and join in" he says handing each of them a drink before walking of to mingle with a few other ponies.
"Well when in pome do and the pomans" Luna says sipping her drink. " the sweet and sour taste was far beyond the flavor of her usual wines as she soon began to chug the drink." Wow that is amazing." Soon Luna makes her way to the bar "Give me a strong one" she says as the diamond dog raises his eyebrow and fixes and lemon lime martini. " Luna quickly downs the drink slamming the glass on the bar "Another!" Applejack and Rainbow dashes jaws drop seeing the princess down drink after drink like a champ.
Meanwhile with Celestia she wandered around the party seeing many familiar faces. DJ Pon3 playing her set with her Marefriend Octavia dancing with a drink in her hoof, Spike and Clover were stuffing thier faces at one of the tables, Starlight and trixie were laughing and talking, and what caught her attention was the sight of Bon Bon and Lyra talking to BlackJack, well honestly lyra was doing most of the talking. Celestia moved in closer to hear them.
" and you really only have a 4 colors of hair and skin?" Lyra asks excited.
"Yep but we do like dyeing our hair into other colors too" BlackJack responds
"Wow I can't believe I'm talking to an actual ancient! Best day ever!" Lyra says excited as Bon Bon laughs before noticing Celestia.
"Why don't you two keep talking while I grab a drink." She says excusing herself 
"Grab me one too Bonnie"
" Gotcha babe" she says walking away
"So is it true that Ancients enjoy breeding with other types of creatures?" She asks curious 
"Ok the funny thing is..."
Bon Bon maneuvers through the crowd of drunk and dancing ponies. She passes by fluttershy who met up with tree hugger.
"You know I'm really digging this party's vibe, it so energetic" Tree hugger says calmy 
"Well I'm not into crowds but I'm feeling more comfortable thanks to this long icetea" she says taking a sip of her drink
"Right on flutters, if you want I got an even better way to mellow your harsh."
"Really? I'd love to try it" she says smiling.
"It's the best when surrounded by nature she says as she start walking  to the patio "let's go hang with the trees"
"Ok" fluttershy says following.
Bon Bon continues her movement until she reaches the princess without lyra or BlackJack seeing. "Princess, I didn't expect to see you here." She whispers
"Same here" she responds "Did BlackJack invite you?" 
"Yes princess, when I was captured I mentioned that my wife was obsessed with studying ancients and he invited us to let her ask her questions."
" Well, have you learned anything?"
" I learned that humans deeply enjoy filling thier after hours with indulgences like drinking, mating and something called video games" she says repeating the answers to her wife's questions " aside from that nothing important.
"I see" Celestia says with a sigh before spotting the door beneath the stairs. "what's that?" she says gesturing to the door
"I believe it's the entrance to his workshop" Bon Bon responds
"do you think you could keep blackjack distracted? while I sneak a peek"
"I believe my wife is doing that already" she says looking back at Lyra

"....and that's why it's an ever growing community of both talented artists and degenerates alike" Blackjacks finishes as Lyra looks on in fascination.
"Wow amazing, Ancients have such a rich culture" Lyra says 

Back at Celestia and Bon Bon, Bon Bon nods to the princess and walks back to the two grabbing two drinks off the tray of a passing dog. As she rejoins the conversation Celestia sneaks over to the door and enters the workshop taking care to avoid being seen and gently closing the door. " Now let's see what he's hiding." Celestia uses her magic to scan through the numerous objects, All that was there were custom made jewelry, Drawings of creatures she'd never seen, and the various containers holding them. The only thing that caught her attention was a single Item on a table at the end of the room covered in a cloth. she cautiously walked to it looking back at the door every few seconds to make sure there was no one entering, pulling the tarp off she found what looked like a Japonese Katana mounted on a display rack with a decorative ribbon on it. The Blade was refined Osmium with a unique fiery pattern lining the Hamon (edge pattern) , the Habaki ( Blade collar) was platinum with a 3 leaf clover engraved onto it, with the guard being Platinum with a gold trim with smaller clovers engraved in a pattern, the handle was black with light purple wrappings and the pommel was platinum with a spade engraved on the bottom. Celestia uses her appraisal spell on the sword.
Osmium Katana
Creator: BlackJack
Durability/; 2000/2000
Enchantment: N/A
Owner: Clover

"This is...just a gift for his daughter" Celestia says sighing feeling ridiculous, she remembered Ancients being creatures of ambition and desire but with great intelligence and skills for diplomacy, but Blackjack has done nothing but build a home, raise a dragon hatchling and take in an untrained unicorn to help her reach her potential. Celestia resigns herself and sneaks back out to the party after replacing the cloth. unbenounced to her she was spotted by Blackjack as she exits the room and walks to the bar
["Well that should get her off my ass for now"] he smiles and returns to listening to Lyra
At the Bar.
Luna orders a extra large drink. The Glass was the size and shape of a fish bowl filled with Blue Liquid that thanks to the neon and darkness appeared to glow like the night sky within it were glowing ice cubes and atop it was several straws and umbrellas. "Marvelous and what is this one called" Luna asks.
"Blue Beach" the dog bartender responds before walking to the other end to serve a very drunk Rainbow and Applejack
As Luna begins to drink from the straw Celestia joins her at the bar with a grumpy look. "whats wrong sister?" Luna asks curiously
"Nothing Sister" she says gesturing to the bartender for a drink. Celestia felt both awful and disappointed at her actions only to find a simple birthday present. after the dog served her the drink she quickly chugged it and demanded another.
"Relax Tia, after all this is a party." she says sliding her fishbowl drink over" try this, I know you'll love it.
"Oh alright" she says taking a sip. The instant the sweet sensation struck her as her eyes and pupils widened. "what is this?" she asks taking another sip.
"a blue beach, apparently they come in over 7 colors" Luna responds
"Give us two of each please" Celestia calls to the bar tender who simply nods and prepares them.
As time goes on the party and the party goers get more wild, Many had already passed out on the floor from either alcohol or exhaustion. Blackjack and Clover were smug dancing on the dancefloor, Rarity was so wasted she actually began dancing on the Stripper pole.
"This may be the greatest night of my life" Spike says watching before suddenly rarity's shiny outfit flies onto his face. "This IS the greatest night of my Life!"
Pinkie was dancing with gummy who was latched onto her tail, Twilight sitting at a table watching a very Drunk Apple and Rainbow Hoof wrestle, and in the back yard Fluttershy and Treehugger communed with nature
"*deep inhale* You feel more zen yet flutters?" she asks passing the herb to her
"*Cough, Cough* I.....Think....So" she says with a zen look in her red colored eyes and she passes it to Angel who takes several puffs and Passes it back to Tree Hugger.
"Right on" Tree hugger says acknowledging the bunny's tolerance. 
As they continue passing the herb in thier circle, a creature approaches from the end of the backyard. It was a unicorn mare with emerald fur, an aqua colored mane, bright green eyes and a cutie mark of a gemstone surrounded by fog. She passes by the group and walks into the house. 
Inside the party is at its climax, Starlight and Trixie sit at a table drunkenly laughing at the sight of twilight passed out at the neighboring table with sausages skewered on her horn as spike eats with a joyous smile with Rarity's outfit still on his head, Celestia and Luna were still at the bar drinking thier 5th massive drink and laughing as they tell embarrassing stories from thier childhood. Rainbow and Applejack lay passed out against the massive barrel keg, BlackJack and several Ponies continue to dance to the music.  The mare approaches him, brushing of any stallion bold enough to try to talk to her.
"Care to dance?" She asks tapping his shoulder. 
BlackJack turns and sees her suprised by the mares height and elegance. She was taller than your average pony but slightly shorter than Celestia. "Sure thing, Can I get your name?.
"Crystal,Crystal Mist"
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Deckfort 1:35 am
BlackJack and Crystal Mist dance together. Crystal's moves were so graceful that other ponies stopped dancing to watch almost entranced by her.
Skill Acquired: Entrancing Aura
Skill Acquired: Entrancement resistance
Blackjack noticed the skill alerts but chose not to buff the resistance as the entrancement was not only stimulating but also increasing his buzz. The song comes to an end and blackjack and Crystal Sit at a nearby table and begin to chat, " your quite the dancer" he says with a calm smile as a dog brings them two drinks
"You learn a lot when you travel across the land" she says taking a sip of her drink
"Fair enough, So what bring you here?" he curiously asks
"I could hear the Music from across the Ever free, so I thought I'd join the fun" she says smiling at him.
"I do love fun" Blackjack says leaning closer to her with a flirtatious grin causing crystal to giggle
["I fucking love this charm skill!!!"]
"So tell me Blackjack, what kind of creature are you?" she asks tilting her head in curiosity.
"I'm a human but your people call me an Ancient" he answers taking another swig of his drink.
"Oh? is that right?" she says with a smile "I heard many things about your kind" she says leaning towards him "...many things" she says seductively narrowing her eyes as they slightly begin to glow
Acquired Skill: Eyes of Persuasion
Acquired Skill Psychic Magic resistance
Blackjack smiles enjoying the mares attention while maxing the resistance to her magical stare." Like what?" he asks
"They were the apex among apex predators, that they commanded advanced magic and technology that surpassed the gods." she says knowledgably
"Huh that so?" he says taking another swig. [ "So the humans here must have been something crazy, especially if they had magic."] While he was in thought, Crystal has inched her chair closer to him, when he notices her she is inches from his face with a seductive stare in her eyes.
At Trixie's table
Trixie watches Blackjack and Crystal flirt and rolls her eyes "unbelievable, he's at it again"
"At what again?" Starlight asks taking a sip of her appletini.
"Charming another creature to get into his bed" she says bored as she drinks her mango madness.
"Wait what!?" Starlight says surprised with a slight blush. 
Soon the rest of the party begins to spiral down as most of the guests begin exiting in a drunken mass of sauntering, some of them being couples who are either carrying their drunken partner home or seductively nuzzling them, mostly both. The only ones left where the passed out mane 6, the drunken princesses, the decently sauced starlight, and Spike the gorged purple dragon passed out surrounded by mountains of empty plates and mugs. 
Blackjack's Balcony, 2:25 am
Blackjack and Crystal sit and enjoy a fine vintage of royal Equestrian wine that blackjack stole from Canterlot castle, before going to Ponyville. "mmm this is lovely" ["Perfect we're finally alone and those stupid ponies are already incapacitated"] she maintains her seductive and calm look only letting a slight grin escape her face as she finishes her glass
"Care for a refill?" Blackjack offers holding his empty glass.
"yes please" she accepts with glee. As blackjack gets up and turns to the table with the wine, Crystal begins to sneak over to him transforming her horn to it's true form as her eyes turn to their true hostile green. Opening her mouth she attempts to drain him but her eyes widen as her spell fails. [ "What!? How? I can feel his love why can't I absorb it?"] she hastily resumes her disguise as blackjack turns back to her.
"hmm? what's wrong?" he asks handing her the glass.
"N-nothing, nothing at all" she says quickly taking the glass and drinking. "I just.... wanted to be closer to you" she says seductively putting a hoof on his chest. ["Ah I see, His love is extremely potent, too dense to drain remotely."] while she's lost in her thoughts Blackjack steals a kiss, her eyes widen at the sudden surge of power jolting into her. "W-well aren't you bold" she says trying to maintain her composure as she drinks her wine.
"hehe,is that bad?" he asks drinking his entire glass of wine and smiling.
"No, I like boldness" she says getting closer ["Amazing with that one kiss I feel twice as powerful. I must have more"] " I feel like we'll need more wine if we're going to be even bolder." [ "If I can get this brute drunk enough I can drain him without resistance."]
"you had me at more wine" he says tossing his glass and taking a swig from the bottle then passing it to Crystal who giggles at his disregard for class and etiquette .
["Hehe,this will be easier than I thought."] her grin returns as she takes a large swing from the bottle finishing it. Blackjacks eyes widen in surprise and he begins to applaud.
"Wow and here I thought all you ponies where light weights" he says with a chuckle.
"Don't underestimate me! I am a...Qu...Qualified Unicorn after all" she says almost blowing her cover." you'll do best to remember that Blackjack" she says with a smug smile and a regal tone. Blackjack raises an eyebrow at her confidence and smiles
"That so? well then how bout we upgrade to something stronger" he says moving toward the cabinet in his room. and Pulling out a diamond shaped bottle filled with a light brown liquid inside." Here we go" he says placing it on the table. 
["This is perfect with that much scotch he'll be out in no time and Then I can feast upon his love"]. Crystal is unable to hide her grin as her plan begins to align itself perfectly.  " you think you can out drink me? Scotch just so happens to be a favorite of mine" The Disguised mare says confidently, she had used drinking contests to catch her prey before, creatures are far more submissive and loving when they're completely smashed.[ "This fool underestimates the power of the Changeling Queen"]
"What a Coincidence, Same here" Blackjack says reminiscing of his younger years going shot for shot with his coworkers and friends always having room for more whiskey, and never turning down a drinking challenge.[ "Hehe Silly Pony, you underestimate the power of an Overworked Game Developer!"]
The two stare intently into each others eyes eager to defeat their challenger. "Three, Two....One!" they both yell as they chug their glasses and slam them in unison then immediately reload the cups and go again.

3:16 am
"hic...you're certainly a durable one" Crystal says with a strong buzz ["pass out already you Beast!"]
"I could...hic.. say the same about you." Blackjack responds refilling their cups
3:48 am
"I....can see you drifting hehehe" Blackjack drunkly chuckles
"Oh....Please..this is nothing" Crystal responds.[ "How is he still conscious? We're already halfway through the bottle"]
4:23 am
The Bottle lays empty on the floor of the patio as Blackjack and Crystal make their way to the bed kissing passionately
["Finally….Now….To drain...His..."] her thoughts are interrupted as she sees the glow in his eyes. ["…..His....His...."] her thoughts drift in the passion of the situation and their mutually drunken state as they share another kiss before falling to the bed.
 Canterlot Castle balcony, 6:25 am
Celestia and Luna have teleported back to the castle after their long night of Sweet Boozey drinks. Luna drunkenly saunters back to her chambers while Celestia begrudgingly raises the sun." Well....hic that was a fun failure" she say as she saunters herself to her chambers " No secrets, No Evil magic, Just a birthday present" she sighs and flops onto her bed. "Oh well.....at least he...knows how to throw a party." she falls onto her bed as she  begins to pass out."....defiantly...Inviting...to...gala"
Deck Fort, same time
The sun shines through the curtains of blackjacks room and onto the face of the Sleeping Crystal Mist "Ugh....Damn you Celestia" she says using her magic to close the curtains and attempt to resume her slumber but seconds later her eyes burst open after realizing where she was, laying in the grasp of the slumbering Blackjack. Chrysalis turns into a snake and slinking out of his arms and returning to her true form. ["what? how did I?"] she slowly backs away and her back hoof bumps into the large empty scotch bottle on the floor " Oh no, I didn't?" she says denying as blackjack rolls over revealing his bare body to the queen. " Dear Hive, I did" she says face palming and suddenly noticing that all the holes in her legs were gone. realizing that she accomplished her goal chrysalis smiled and began to approach Blackjack with the intent to cocoon him but as she approached she sensed that his power remained unchanged but his love was gone. Not wanting to risk waking the sleeping human, Chrysalis transforms into a bird and flies to the far end of the ever free.

Deck fort, 9:48 am 
Blackjack awakens to a bitter headache and  the sight of another set of Status updates.
Skill Acquired: Essence Drain
Skill Acquired: Drain resistance
<Crystal Mist has been conquered>
<Unicorn tree Unlocked>
"Ugghh, I haven't drank that much since that office party" He says sitting up and rubbing his head. After orienting himself he noticed that he was in bed alone and Crystal was no where to be seen on his mini map." Huh.. I guess I got Hit and Quitted." Blackjack shrugs and dresses himself lazily hanging his jacket over his shoulders like a cloak and walking down the stairs. Blackjack is greeted by the hilarious sight of the dogs cleaning around the passed out rainbow dash and applejack.
"Oh! Good morning master!" Ginger says turning to Blackjack and bowing her head.
"ughh morning Ginger" he says patting her head as he walked past her. 
"Your coffee is on the counter" she says gesturing to the goblet 
" *yawn * good girl " he says scratching her ears as he walks to the patio. upon exiting he see's Trixie and Starlight sitting at the table enjoying their own cups of coffee.
"good morning master" Trixie says casually " will your friend be joining us for breakfast?"
"Nope she's already gone" he says stretching as he sits to join them. "Too bad, she was a great drinker"
Ginger arrives with Breakfast, a platter of eggs, hay bacon, and fruit salad for the group and for Blackjack a plat of eggs sausage and bacon. 
"Where are the others?" Blackjack asks beginning to eat
"Twilight took spike and rarity home, Pinky left to open sugar cube corner with the cakes and Clover is still asleep with Flutter shy and angel in her room." Trixie answers.
"Me and Starlight were going to take Applejack and Rainbow Dash home after Breakfast." Starlight adds
"Cool" Blackjack says nodding and continuing to eat.
"So Blackjack, Trixie says your great at magic would you mind showing me some of it after we take those two home?" Starlight asks with a bright smile.
"Sure, I promised Trixie some master student time but first.." he summons a small green Potion from his inventory and chugs it
<Stamina restored>
"Whew much better" he says relieved from his hangover, leaving starlight surprised
Was that a? she asks before being cut off by Trixie
"A minor stamina potion" it can restore any creatures stamina, and even relieves minor status ailments" Trixie says expertly
"Gold star" Blackjack says praising his student while chewing
"Wow Trixie I didn't know you were an expert on potions" Starlight says impressed with her friend
"hehe the Great and Powerful Trixie, has learned to brew all manner of potions thanks to Master Blackjack" she says confidently.
After breakfast Starlight and Trixie feed potions to AJ and Rainbow and walk them out of the compound.
"That was an awesome night! I can't remember the last time I drank that much" rainbow says excitedly
"I think that says more about you than you think" AJ says with a snicker as they exit the compound.
"We gotta do that again!" Rainbow say looking at blackjack with a bright smile
"I don't see why not? might make it a monthly thing" Blackjack says smiling
"Aw yeah!!!" rainbow responds excited with applejack rolling her eyes.
"See ya round Blackjack!" Aj says as they clear the Ever free forest
Deep in the Ever free forest, Same time
"Curses! how did I let that happen!?" Chrysalis says pacing back and forth complaining to her log friend. "I'm the Queen of the changelings! the Mistress of seduction, No creature should be able to seduce me!" she says looking head on at the purple log sitting atop a stump." how was he able to drink so much, No creature has that much tolerance for pure scotch!" she says kicking a rock but soon the Log calls her attention seeming to explain." I guess the legends were true about the ancients durability, but that still doesn't explain how he was able to seduce me!" she looks back to the log and begins to blush " ahem, I guess that's true it has been a while." she says acknowledging the logs point
Chrysalis walks to a nearby stream and gazes at her reflection. Her body was much more dense and developed, her wings had increased in size with the holes now filled and her size was equal to that of Celestia. "mmm I haven't felt this powerful since the I lost my Hive." she says smiling as she admires her enhanced form " With this power I can to reclaim my hive and destroy starlight Glimmer! once and for all, Muhahahahahaha!!!" her excitement is interrupted again by the purple log. "what?" she says moving closer to hear the log as if it could talk. " what do you mean I, should wait?" her eyes widen as she stares at log seeming to hear it explain a grand scheme and at the end Chrysalis could only smile" You're right, this dalliance may have worked in my favor after all." she says picking up the log and walking further into the forest.
Deck fort, backyard, the training clearing 11:35 pm
Blackjack, Starlight and Trixie stand in the clearing. with Milly standing to the side holding Blackjacks coat.
"Ok so you want me to show off my magic, right" Blackjack asks stretching
"I mean if it's not too much trouble?" Starlight says a bit nervous "I've never seen Dark magic that wasn't unstable or being used by an evil villain."
"Fair enough" Blackjack says as he plants his feet and points his finger like a gun "Dark Bullet" he says as pitch black orbs fire out of his finger at great speed impacting a tree and piercing apple sized holes into it. Starlight and Trixie's eyes widen in amazement. but before commenting Blackjack raises his head to the sky and casts another spell "Dark Press!" a pitch Black sphere with a spiraling white ring aiming it at a nearby rock it floats over to the rock and once it reaches just above the rock it begins to sink into the ground from the increased gravity." Now for a bigger one, you may want to move" he says gesturing to the girls to step out of his view. "Dark Pillar!" he says pointing two fingers up in the direction of another tree, a dark magical circle forms beneath the tree and a massive column of Dark Purple magic rises from the ground and into the sky twice as high as Trixie's, and coloring the sky in the same dark Purple resembling the night sky before fading seconds later. Starlight and Trixie's Jaws are hung low in shock from the sight as Blackjack walks to Milly taking his coat.
Canterlot Castle, Same time
"Princess another Spike of Dark energy, It's coming from..."
"It's Bucking Blackjack, Leave it be and leave me be!" Celestia says annoyed at the guards loud voice as she lays in her bed still extremely hung over. The guards exits as quickly as he came not wanting to feel the wrath of the Princess of the Sun. "Honestly how can he be awake after all those drinks" she says grabbing her aching head " Ancients are truly confusing"
Pony Ville
The Masses of Pony ville panic at the sight of the pillar, with all of them running all over the town. Twilight slowly walks out to her balcony still tired from the previous night and uses her magic to enhance her voice. "Attention Every pony, Don't Be Alarmed the Pillar is coming from the Deck fort, I repeat this is just Blackjack showing off!" realizing the fact the residents breath a sigh of relief and resume their daily activities. 
"*sigh* I'd love to learn more about his magic but first I need to find a spell to stop this headache. ugh" she says going back into her castle
Back at the Deck fort
Starlight and Trixie stare into the sky in awe at the human's display, while Blackjack walks back over to Milly who places the coat over his shoulders. "Come on let's break for lunch" he says calling out to them as he pets the dog girl.
"....Right" they say in unison as they begin to follow him.
Blackjack walks toward the house, but when the Clock strikes Twelve a new status update appears
<Event Update>
Invasion Event imminent
A Dark shadow festers within the frozen tundra. 
<03:23:59:55>
<03:23:59:54>
<03:23:59:53>
[Hmm, what could this be?]
Far to the north in the dark caverns of the icy mountains
"hmhmhmhmhmhmhm so much darkness in the air, I can't wait."


			Author's Notes: 
This One was more difficult to write than I expected, But It's done and we can finally move into the next Arc with our first Big Bad. Thanks for your patience and More to come soon.
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Deck fort, Workshop, 3:41 pm
<03:21:23:42>
Blackjack sits at his sketching table drawing with intense focus, glancing over to the countdown clock every few minutes. The Invasion Events were a monthly occurrence within the game, It was an event where multiple waves of Monsters would invade one of the games levels lead by a high level boss or several mid level bosses, but unlike the game the alert didn't tell him where the invasion would occur nor the identity of the bosses.
["I'll have to be prepared for the worst, a sword won't be enough, and the bow won't have enough damage."]
"If this world can disobey the games design, I don't see why I can't." he finishes the design for a rapid fire plasma gun. and places it upon the crafting table.
<Invalid>
"what the hell?" he grabs the next drawing of another laser weapon; a concentrated beam rifle
<Invalid>
"Dammit! I guess I'm limited to tech level of the world" he says discouraged as he tosses the rest of his Sci-Fi weapon designs into the garbage pail next to the desk and sits at his desk holding his head." sigh lemme think..." he says leaning back in the chair before suddenly there's a knock at the door.
"Master! are you ok? you haven't left the workshop since lunch." Trixie says concerned as she knocks on the door. Blackjack gets up from his desk and opens the door.
"I'm fine Trixie I just remembered something I had to do?" he says appearing calm." where's your friend?"
"She's outside talking to Clover, we were about to go out for smoothies and were wondering if you wanted to join us."
"Yeah, I could go for a smoothie" he says smiling.
"Great then let's go" she says walk to the door.
Ponyville, 3:54pm
<03:21:10:12>
The gang walks through town, Trixie and Clover walk in the front discussing their next magic show, Starlight and Blackjack follow behind.
"So...um... If you don't mind, I'd like to ask you more about your magic" starlight say a little curious.
"That's fine as long as you can answer a few of my own after." he responds
"Of course." she says with an eager smile.
"Alright, shoot."
"How is it that you can unleash such powerful spells without and drawback or exhaustion.?"
"Unlike you ponies my Magical power and Stamina are separated, Even if I use all of my magical power I won't suffer from fatigue."
"Wow and here I thought you just had a large pool of magic power, hehe"
"I mean I do but that's not the whole reason" he says causing starlight to chuckle.
They enter Sugar Cube corner to the sight of a massively jazzed pinkie pie "Hiiiii Blackjack!!!" she says loudly waving her hooves."Great Party, I can't wait till the next one!" blackjack chuckles as he takes his smoothie and walk towards the exit, the party pony always seemed to make him laugh despite her annoying tendencies.
"lets make it bigger next time" Blackjack says casually taking his smoothie and leaving.
"Can't wait!" she yells with a bright smile."
<Message received>
Subject: RSVP for Party

[Sigh, That pony is weird] 
The gang continue to walk through the town, Trixie and Clover spotted a sale at the magic shop and decide to check it out while blackjack and Starlight find a bench to continue their conversation.
"So do you only use Dark magic? or do you have other spells too?" she asks taking a sip of her strawberry kiwi smoothie.
"I can use spells of any element, Fire and Darkness are just the ones I've mastered." Blackjack responds.
"Ah I see, so you just use what you know." starlight says understanding." so what kind of magic did you use to improve Trixie's power and skills?"
"Uhhhh [Fuck how do I explain this?]" he says scratching the back of his head. "It's not exactly magic, it's just an ability I have when creatures... join me. All the power Trixie has, she earned herself I just helped her bring it out" he says calmly as starlight nods with an understanding smile happy that all the new power her friend gained was her own and not something given to her by Blackjack.
"Hey Blackjack would you mind coming back to the castle with me? Knowing Trixie she'll be in there for a while, and Twilight was also really curious about your magic too." Starlight asks 
"Sure I don't mind" he says taking out a piece of paper and writes on it " but first...." after finishing his writing the page disappears in green fire.
"What was that?" she asks tilting her head
"Just telling the girls where I'll be and to pick me up some things" he explains as they walk towards the castle.

Castle of Friendship, Twilights study, 4:37 pm
<03:20:27:32>
As Starlight and Blackjack enter the room twilight is at her desk writing notes, while spike is placing books upon the shelves.
"Hey twilight guess who I brought." Starlight says gesturing to blackjack
"Oh Blackjack, what brings you here?" Twilight says seeing them 
"Well Starlight said you were curious about my magic and rather than answer two sets of the same questions I figured I'd let you pick my brain for a while" he says sitting on the couch near twilights desk.
Twilights face lite up in excitement as she used her magic to clear her desk grab a fresh stack of papers and pens. "Spike! Clear my schedule and make some tea, we're about to study a new System of Magic!" she yells excited as the dragon sighs and flies out the room already used to his sisters antics. Hilariously twilights first questions were almost the same as Starlight's only with more detail and a faster tone. Soon Spike returned with a cart of tea and some snacks.
["Huh, the runt is already showing signs of growth he's putting on weight and even grew a bit"] Blackjack smiles pleased that the results of his treatments were beginning to show but soon turned his attention back to twilight as she finished her notes of his last answers
"Alright, I think I understand the physical difference between our magic systems." she says going over her notes " It's amazing that you can control dark magic with such ease and no negative side effects, How's that possible?." she asks just before taking a sip of tea
" Darkness is just another magical element, if you train in it; you'll master it" Blackjack answers taking a sip of his tea. 
"Interesting" she says taking down her notes " So what kind of magic did you use to accelerate Clovers growth" she asks causing starlight to spit up her tea.
"Wait speed up what?" she asks surprised
"Oh right you didn't know, Clover is only about a week old but Blackjack used some kind of magic to accelerate her growth" twilight explains " I've never seen magic like that work on living creatures before."
"That's amazing!" Starlight responds impressed at the humans power.
"That wasn't a spell it was a magic item" Blackjack answers " It's called a Time Shift Gem, when applied to a beast it will accelerate them to their next growth stage" he takes another sip of his tea " and before you ask no I can't make them."
Twilight continues to write. "where did you get it?" she asks curious
"It was an experimental item from my world that had long been discontinued"[ one of many pay to win items] blackjack explained.
"If your people are so good at magic then why do you need magic items?" Starlight asks
"The same reason why ponies use hot air balloons and trains, its convenient and doesn't require magic to use" he answers taking another sip of the tea." they're made for people who aren't trained in magic." Twilight continues to write as Spike reloads everyone's tea.
"So what other magic items do you have?" Twilight asks curiously
" Oh well, There's The Mythical Eye of None ya." Blackjack says
"None ya?" she responds raising an eyebrow
"None ya business" he says causing starlight and spike to chuckle and twilight to embarrassingly glare at him " Oh come on! You set yourself up for that one" he says joining in the chuckle.
"Fair enough, we'll skip that one." Twilight says rolling her eyes.
"I think it's my turn to ask some questions now" Blackjack says leaning forward.
"Oh sure, I'd be happy to answer them" Twilight responds
"Is everything powered by magic or is there something else?"
"Well most of the lights and small machines are powered by magic but other things like Trains, Balloons and Some homes are powered by either Steam or coal, depending on the area and resources" Twilight answers knowledgably.
[So it's like modernized industrial age here, that narrows thing a bit] "Alright that makes sense." he says nodding "ok next question, What are the elements of harmony?"
"It's the most powerful magic in all of Ponydom , 6 relics each representing an attribute of Friendship; Honesty, Loyalty, Kindness, Laughter, Generosity, and Magic. When combined together they can restore the balance of Equestria and Banish any threat that would harm the land." Twilight explains bringing up projections of the elements.
Acquired Skill: Magic Projection
<Acquired Lore: Elements of Harmony>
"Interesting, so you and your friends are the wielders?"
"That's right" Twilight answers with a smile "We protect Equestria when enemies threaten the harmony of the world"
"Ok I think I understand [ So they're like a nuclear deterrent ]" he says nodding.
"Anything else ?" Twilight says eager to share.
"yeah actually I'd like to exchange some spells with you" Blackjack says causing Starlight and Twilight's eyes to widen in excitement." Since our magic systems are different it would be easier to understand if we learned each others spells and practice with them." Blackjack explains "so what do ya say"
"Let's do it" they says excited as they grab blackjack and drag him to the practice room.
Outside the Everfree Forest, 9:14 pm 
<03:15:46:57>
Blackjack walks back to the Deck fort scrolling through his newly acquired spells and info 
Acquired Skill: Levitation
Acquired Skill: Advanced Teleportation
Acquired Skill: Transfiguration
Acquired Skill: Magical Shield
Acquired Skill: Accelero
<Lore Acquired: Tree of Harmony>
" Yawn well that was five hours well spent." blackjack says approaching the entrance of his compound "these spells are impressive and all I traded were some basic attacks spells and a few minor support spells" Blackjack grabs the Mail from his box and walks down the path to compound gates " Trixie ,Trixie ,Trixie, Trixie, jeez the girls does one magic show and everyone in town writes her letters." he says going through the stack of mail. "I wonder if the girls managed to find what I asked them to?" Blackjack enters the gate of the compound and is greeted by the sight of over three dozen crates stacked in front of the house.
"Welcome home master" Rover says bowing his head with his tail wagging " Ms. Trixie has brought home many crates for you."
Blackjack walks to the closest crate and tears off the lid, inside the crate were fireworks in various sizes and shapes. Blackjack couldn't help but smile pleased that his apprentice accomplished her task. "Perfect, bring these crates to the workshop." Blackjack orders before entering the house. Inside Trixie is at the table experimenting with her new magic props.
"Oh Master!" Trixie says noticing him enter the house "I was wondering when you'd comeback, As you can see Trixie acquired plenty of fireworks." she says proudly
"I noticed, how'd you get so much?" Blackjack asks as he tosses the mail on the table.
"Well the pony who ran the shop is a fan from the show and he gave me a discount" Trixie explains
"Oh sweet" Blackjack says impressed 
"Master if I may ask, Why do you need fireworks when you could just cast a spell for the same effects?" 
"I like having the real thing, It saves on magic" he says walking to his workshop." and Trixie, can you take me to the shop tomorrow? I'd like to talk to the sales pony myself.
"Oh sure master I'd be happy too" she says smiling.
"Thanks" he says entering the workshop.
Inside his workshop Blackjack sits at his desk and begins reading the new lore entrees he obtained. "So the elements of harmony are basically a set of Exotic items that cast magic equal to a War Spell" he says rubbing his chin as he continues reading." If that's the case even I won't be able to resist their power, but like all War Spells there's a flaw. according to Twilight they require all six users to activate the spell and all the users have to be synchronized to cast it ,if not the spell won't work." he says sketching the elements. " And apparently they can't be used to kill, they can only seal, banish or purify." Blackjack finishes reading through the lore entries and begins a new sketch."Ok let's start with something simple" he draw the image of a simple spear with a cylinder attached just below the head.


Created Item: <Fire lance Schematic>

"Alright let's see if this works" he says before placing the sketch on the crafting table and to his surprise the crafting menu opened
Fire Lance
Materials:
Iron Spear x1
Metal Tubing x1
Gun Powder x30
Fuse String x5
Shrapnel x20
"Wow it actually went through, I guess I can make weapons from any period so long as it's not ahead of the worlds current tech. I can't wait to star....." Blackjack eyes are drawn to the red letters below the Lances materials list
<Requires Engineering  >
<Requires Pyrotechnics:75>

"Dammit!, where am I supposed to learn engineering?" he says tapping his fingers on the table in frustration. " Maybe the fireworks pony will know, sigh oh well I guess I'll have to wait for now." he says taking a deep breath and closing the crafting menu.
Blackjack exits the workshop and heads up stairs to his bedroom, upon entering his room he tosses off his jacket and boots and opens his cabinet to retrieve a bottle of Hoof field family Whiskey, Pouring himself a glass he sits on his bed takes a sip, his eyes drawn to the still counting down clock. beneath his mini map. "I guess I'll have to work with what I got, hopefully it'll be enough." he says staring at the clock
<03:01:00:05>
<03:01:00:04>
<03:01:00:03>
<03:01:00:02>
<03:01:00:01>
<02:24:60:59>

			Author's Notes: 
Hope you liked this calm before the storm chapter as the clock counts down and to help you understand how Blackjack's UI works.
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Castle of Friendship, Library, 8:37am
<02:16:23:12>
Twilight walks down the stairs with a mug of coffee floating next to her " Alright time to get ready to open the library" she says taking a sip of the drink and opening the libraries main doors. Upon opening the Doors she almost spits out her coffee as she's surprised by the sight of Trixie floating through the library aisles. " Trixie!? what are you doing here so early?" she yells out catching the unicorns attention. 
"Oh good morning Twilight" Trixie says casually greeting her " Master Blackjack asked Trixie to borrow some books for him"
"Trixie the library hasn't opened yet and besides you know the rules, You can't borrow any more books until the previously borrowed books are..." before she finishes Trixie floats the books Clover borrowed to the table next to Twilight."....Returned." Twilight says deadpan. " Sigh ok what kind of book does he need this time?"
"Books on Equestrian engineering and the history of the Industrial age." Trixie says Floating to another aisle.
"....Why?" Twilight asks raising an eyebrow.
"Don't know, but if he wants it I have to get it" Trixie shrugs as she continues to browse the shelves. 
"...Ok." Twilight says slightly taken back at Trixie's words, she'd never seen the unicorn so devoted to anyone not even starlight. "Well your looking in the wrong area, that's the renaissance section" she says as her magic to the opposite end of the row grabbing several books and stacking them on the table." Here, the 4 volumes of the Industrial Revelation, and the complete Biographies of Greasy Gears and Tin Tinker." 
"Oh perfect." Trixie says floating down to twilight and handing her Blackjacks library card.
They both walk to the front desk and twilight begins stamping the book cards.
"So where's Blackjack now? Twilight asks curious
Party's R Us, Same time
Blackjack is in the back room of the store sitting in front of a white board with Star Sparks the manager and Fireworks maker of the store explaining the basics of crafting fireworks. Sparks was a Teal unicorn with a orange and blue mane cut short. "... And that's the arrangement of materials that create the crackling effects." The unicorn explains pointing to the diagram.
["Sigh, this is dull at least with Trixie's progression in potion brewing my alchemy skills were already developed."]
Alchemy: Level 20 <Skill Unlocked: Advanced Potion Brewing>
Recipe Acquired: Bottle rockets
Recipe Acquired: Poneman Candle
Recipe Acquired: Willow rocket
BlackJack had paid the pony a large bag of bits for information and lessons on the art of explosives. His boredom aside he actually learned some very useful things such as the recipe for fire powder, the pony equivalent for gun powder as well as how to install delayers into the fireworks and craft colored smoke bombs.
"Alright, next we'll begin your course in crafting fire crackers, great for sudden celebrations and loud pranks" the unicorn passionately says erasing and drawing a new diagram.
[ "God this is boring, I wish there was a faster.. way....to..."]
Blinking twice BlackJack open his inventory and selects the item: XP Enhance, Drinking the potion as he continues the lecture, his skill levels were increasing at a much faster rate.
Alchemy: Level 25
Alchemy: Level 30- <Skill Unlocked: Poison Crafting>
Alchemy: Level 35
Alchemy: Level 40- <Skill Unlocked: Pyrotechnics>
["Never thought I'd say it but thank god for pay to win items!!"]

Canterlot Castle, Throne room, 12:45 pm
<02:12:15:12>
Celestia and Luna were holding court going over the weeks schedule. Standing before them were the Captain of The Solar guard Gilded Wings, Fancy pants and Prince Blue Blood. "Alright, our preparations are complete for our trip to the crytal faire. Captian you will keep Canterlot's security at mid level while we are away" Celestia announces
"As you command,Princess" the Stallion respond bowing
"Blue Blood will lead all court proceedings in our absence, be sure to inform the court Fancy pants" Luna commands 
"Of course" Fancy responds with a courteous bow"
"Auntie, how should I handle the....creature" Blue Blood asks
"You will continue to monitor him and report any and all findings upon our return, only contact us directly if it's and emergency" Celestia responds with a regal tone. " He is no threat to Equestria at the moment, so do try to avoid antagonizing him."
"As you wish" Blue blood responds, before he and the other two exit leaving only the princesses in the room.
"Should we be worried Tia?" Luna asks concerned
"Blue Blood may be...is a complete ass but he at least knows how to follow orders when given" Celestia says leaning back in her throne "So long as he remains in Canterlot the odds of him upsetting Blackjack are zero."
Suddenly a scroll appears by messenger breath. Celestia opens it with Luna leaning in to read with her.
Dear Princess Celestia,
After an interview with Blackjack I have made several discoveries in my study of his magic system and abilities. 
First off his control of dark magic, it seems in his system dark magic is just class of elemental magic and has no corruption effects whatsoever.while he specializes in Dark magic he is still fully capable of casting other elemental and arcane spell which I intend to investigate further.
His magic seems to be purposed for practical reasons rather than convenience as all his spells fall into at least one of these three categories:
Attack: Spells use to cause physical or environmental destruction
Defense: Spells made for protecting from attacks of numerous types
Support: Spells made to enhance a person and their allies or weaken enemies
While I feel as though it's more complicated, the three categories are the basis of his types of magic.
Secondly with his abilities, his magical power is separate from his physical strength meaning that if his magic is drained there will be no cost to his body or mind. According to Blackjack it's due to his training in a unique class of occupation known as a Mage Knight; a Warrior who is trained in advanced magic as well as martial arts, similar to the Elite Royal Guard and Royal Mages. 
I have confirmed that ponies can perform his spells and vice versa as both Starlight and I were able to perform his basic attack and defense spells but at a higher energy cost than our usual spells. I believe that an average unicorn will use most of their magic to perform a single one of blackjacks spells while advanced mages will be able to use multiple spells before magic depletion occurs.
I am honestly surprised how Blackjack was able to perform our unicorn spells with little to no issue and in some cases he even seemed to enhance the spells effects. I also have a theory that he has some kind of ability to transfer his knowledge to others as just this morning Trixie arrived at the library using the same advanced levitation magic that we showed blackjack the previous night, I believe that it may have something to do with the Spade Mark enveloping Trixie's cutie mark as it emits the aura of his magic. I will need to further study this.
I feel as though we have only scratched the surface of this and I will continue my reasearch after the crystal faire.
Signed Twilight Sparkle

Celestia rerolls the scroll "Perfect, we've not only confirmed that unicorns are fully capable of learning his spells but basic analysis of his skills." she says pleased.
"Indeed, but do you think he'll willingly share that knowledge with us? Luna asks
"he was generous enough to share his magic with three ponies already, so I can't see why not?" Celestia says optimistic
"Tia you know as well as I do that no creature does anything for free." Luna states
"True but what can we offer? He has plenty of gold and jewels from his mine and that pack of Diamond dogs ease his burden of work. "Celestia says rubbing her chin.
"And I feel that the Gala would only bore him given his taste in parties" Luna adds with a slight chuckle. "What if we share our magical knowledge with him?"
"Out of the question we can't risk him gaining control over the sun and moon." Celestia responds sternly. 
"Fair enough but if these new creatures continue to appear we will need his assistance" Luna responds
" They are no grave concern so long as they keep to the wilds." Celestia answers. "We may need to ask Twilight and the others on this matter they seem to understand him better than either of us."
"We'll have plenty of time for that after the Crystal Faire." Luna adds placing a hoof on her sisters shoulder "Let's focus on that for now." Celestia nods in agreement as they both exit the throne room
Pony Ville, 1:33 pm
<02:11:27:12>
Blackjack walks through the town looking through his new recipes and skills.
Acquired Title: Expert Alchemist
Alchemy 75
The mixing of nature and science for the betterment of ones self and others
Skills
Pyrotechnics
Potions
Poisons
Medicine
Herbology
Botany
["Sweet, that went better than I expected not only did I learn how to make gun powder but I also gained more alchemy skills"] Blackjack grins proudly as he walks eager to get home and test his new skills. As he continues to scroll his eyes keep wander back to the count down. He was less concerned for himself and more for the low leveled denizens of Pony ville but he was unsure of how to warn them when he himself had no clue of what was coming, the best he could do is prepare for the event and aim for minimal casualties.

Deck fort, 1:57pm 
<02:11:03:12>
Blackjack sits in his chair reading the engineering books that Trixie had obtained from the library.
<Lore Acquired: Industrial Revelation>
<Lore Acquired: Greasy Gears Biography>
Skill Tree Unlocked: Engineering
["Seems the ponies industrial developments are based on old human designs and relics they found over time. that explains their industrial age technology."] Blackjack continues reading through the book carefully studying greasy gears reverse engineered designs for steam engines and other industrial age machines as well as original designs from greasy gears himself.
Schematic gained: Minor Steam engine
Schematic gained: Prosthetic limbs (Pony)
Schematic gained: Steam Zeppelin
Schematic gained: Wing extenders
Schematic gained: Automatic chariot 
"Interesting, these should be useful.....with some Improvement" he says closing the book and placing it on the table. "Sad that most of his more interesting inventions never made it past the design phase. Then again the best ideas are often the hardest to make." 
Hills outside of Pony Ville, 3:25 pm
<02:09:35:12>
Trixie and Starlight enjoy a nice picnic on the hill chatting about the goings on in their lives. "....and after a whole mess of convincing I finally got my dad to stop using his dumb filly talk." Starlight says sipping her tea.
"hahaha, wow and I thought twilight was pushy" Trixie laughs.
"Not as pushy as you apparently, Twilight told me about this morning" she says snarky
"Did she mention how the great and powerful Trrrixie !!! Mastered the levitation spell" she boasts confidently.
"She did, after spending three hours complaining about how you broke into the library and messed up her stacking system. But I am proud of you for advancing your magic." Starlight says with a smile.
"Yep Master Blackjack is a great teacher."
"I'll say, his attack and defense spells are far more advanced than your average unicorn spells and the ones he showed us are just the basics" she says excited "I would love to learn more."
"Then why don't you join us?" Trixie says with a big smile
"Oh come on BlackJack already has you  and Clover why would he want to add the stress of teaching me?" she says nervously
"To be honest, he doesn't really teach so much as make you work, and bring out your potential" Trixie explains.
"Really? then how do you know all those spells?"
"Well...I just...kind of...know them" Trixie says slightly confused of her own statement. "I think it has something to do with the pact."
"Pact? you mean the spade surrounding your cutie mark?" Starlight asks motioning her eyes  toward Trixie's flank
"Yep, Master Blackjack says it gives him the ability to see ones abilities and apply ones inner strength to their preferred stats."
"Stats?" Starlight asks confused
"Statistics; Strength, Endurance, Vitality, Intelligence,  Dexterity, and Luck. Each of these stats make up a creatures physical traits and abilities." Trixie explains with starlight eagerly listening to her. "Master Blackjack said I had a lot of unused potential and after making the pact I he used it to make me even more great and powerful." she say confidently.
"That is amazing but it seems weird letting someone else control your abilities" she adds concerned. "Isn't it kind of like enslaving you?"
"Hehe I thought the same thing" Trixie says with a chuckle. "But it's not like that."
"Then what's it like?" 
"It's kind of like having a manager" she says pouring another cup of tea. " He manages my work and helps me progress while I help him with his goals" she finishes taking a sip.
"What are his goals exactly? From what I've seen, all he does is sleep, eat, drink, and sit in his workshop" Starlight asks curious.
"I don't know." Trixie says shrugging casually before taking another sip leaving starlight with a confused look on her face.
"Wait, if you don't know what he wants how can you help him?" Starlight asks tilting her head.
"The same way I help every creature. With my great and powerful presence!!!" Trixie boasts
"We're so grateful for your generosity" Starlight says sarcastically rolling her eyes causing Trixie to glare before they both burst out laughing." Hehe ok ,say I do join what could I expect from the great and powerful Blackjack" she says air quoting 
"With master BlackJack everyday is an adventure and every night is a party." Trixie answers causing starlight to raise her eyebrow with skepticism. "Well at least once everyday we venture into the Ever free to hunt monsters, He calls it grinding."
"Grinding?" 
"Yeah I don't get it either" Trixie responds with a shrug "I think it's human for training or something but after grinding and other stuff we enjoy the night with music, drinks and a short performance from the Great and Powerful Trrixie!!!"
"That does sound pretty fun" Starlight says scratching her chin "But I really shouldn't rush into this."
"Fair enough" Trixie responds " But the offers always open"
Deck Fort, workshop, same time
Blackjack stands at the Crafting station surrounded by the scattered parts of disassembled clocks, speakers and lights from the main room.
Engineering: Level 10- < Basic Machinations> 
Title Acquired: Apprentice Engineer
["Guess I was right, taking other machines apart boosts the skill points."] blackjack closely observes the engineering's status bar as he crafts the numerous small parts from the menu.
<Iron Screws x40 crafted>
<Small steel spring x40 crafted>
<Iron tube x 20 crafted>
Engineering: Level 15
With each part the bar slowly raises." let's give this a try" he grabs a design from his desk and places it on the crafter
Schematic gained: <Small Iron Bomb> 
<Small Iron Bomb x7 crafted>
Engineering: Level 17 
"hmm" blackjack grabs one of the bombs and lights the fuse and surrounds it in a small magic shield"...Three…Four...Five" suddenly the bomb explodes coating the interior of the shield in soot. "Sweet, it works" He says pleased blacking the rest of the bombs into a chest before grabbing one of the diamond dogs iron spears from the wall and places it on the crafting table. "Now lets try the lance"
<Iron fire lance crafted>
Engineering: Level 20- <Basic Mechanisms >
"Nice, now I just add the powder" he says pouring the gunpowder into the iron tube. "next I need ammo, in olden days these lances used rocks but I'm better than that." Blackjack sets the lance on a nearby weapon rack and exits the workshop and walks to his chair. "lets see what did they use before bullets? rocks are too imprecise and arrows would just burn up." Blackjack sits and ponders his options when suddenly clover bursts through the door.
"Hi Dad!" she says suddenly entering on a skateboard while holding a box in her arms.
"Hey kid where've you been?" he says watching her roll in.
"I made friends with the cutie mark crusaders and they showed me all kinds of fun things to try" She says rolling up to his chair.
"I can tell, cool skateboard."
"Thanks, Scoots let me borrow it" she smiles spinning in place on the board
"that's nice, but no skating in the house" he orders
"Aw why not?" she wines slouching
"One. your going to break something, Two, you'll hurt yourself and Three because I said so." he says leaning forward.
"humph fine" Clover pouts kicking the board to her hand and walking off.
[I'm glad she's making friends with other kids]
Blackjack smiles watching her walk to the stairs before returning to his thoughts.[ "hmm gems would be good but the dogs value them too much."]
"Oh Buck!" clover yells as the sudden sound of shattering glass fills the room "I lost my marbles!" Blackjacks eyes shoot open with sudden realization.
["I'm so dumb"] he face palms as he shakes his head ashamed before getting up from his chair and levitating over the scattered marbles and glass to the young dragon looking nervous. Landing on the stairs in front of her he pets her head and hands her a broom. " No fire" he says before floating back to his workshop grabbing one of the marbles on the way, closing the door behind him he activates the crafting table. 
Outside Pony Ville, Near the Ever free, 5:54
<02:07:06:12>
Trixie and Starlight walk towards the deck fort continuing their conversation about blackjack and his antics. "So he just drinks it black?"
"Every morning..." Trixie nods in agreement "...from a goblet."
"Wow I'm surprised his head doesn't ex..."
Boom!!!
"...splode" starlight finishes before her and Trixie run to the deck fort. Upon bursting through the door they're greeted by the sight of a dozen dog guards lined up and covering their ears from the loud boom some even whining. The two ponies walk to the front of the crowd and spot blackjack standing at the front  holding an odd staff with smoke emitting from the top.
"..and Voila " Blackjack says pointing over to a practice dummy sporting a diamond dog chest plate with a decent sized dent in it, seeing the results of the shot the dogs begin to clap their paws while starlight and Trixie look confused and surprised at the event.
"Oh hey Trixie. back already?" he says seeing his student and starlight at the front row.
"h-hey master what you got there?" she says nervously pointing at the staff.
"The newest advancement in home defense." he says casually leaning the staff on his shoulder." It's called a fire lance, it uses fire powder to launch metal at a target at high speed." he explains before grabbing the dogs attention. " Alright I'm going to explain how it works so pay attention" he announces. "you take one vial of powder and pour it in the tube, then load one shot" he says performing the acts. " then you place the fuse in and light it" he lights the fuse and points the lance at the dummy and right as he does the lance blasts another shot into the chest plate making another dent. The dogs applauded at the demonstration impressed." I want you all to practice with these everyday so you can get used to loud noise and the concept of fire arms." he says gesturing to the crate holding a dozen more lances.
"Uh Master?" a guard speaks up catching everyone's attention. " Why not use crossbows? They're faster and easier to use." this comment surprised the rest of the guards as they all feared the punishment of questioning Blackjacks orders.
Blackjack stared at the dog for a brief moment before gesturing for him to approach, the dog obeyed and step forward, starlight and Trixie were just as nervous as the rest wonder what blackjack would do. "What's your name?" he asks the dog with a calm but stern tone.
"B-Bones...Sir" The dog nervously says immediately shaking as the human approaches.
"Take off you helmet" Blackjack orders, the dog slowly removes his helmet and removes his helmet. Bones was a Doberman type dog with a black and brown coat and pointed ears. all eyes where on both of them the dogs where shaking in their armor as they watched blackjack raise his hand toward bone's head. Bones closed his eyes and winced in fear before feeling Blackjacks hand gently pet him.
"Good question Bones." he says petting him with a proud smile. Starlight and Trixie sigh in relief along with the rest as blackjack continued to pet the frightened guard. Bones tail began to wag as his fear subsided. " You're right crossbows would be much easier to handle but that's not why I want you to use the lances."
"It's not?" Bones asks curiously tilting his head
Blackjack shakes his head and walks next to him to address the rest. "it's for this.." he says throwing one of the iron bombs high into the air and blasting it with his magic. the loud explosion causes all the dogs to yelp, cover their ears and duck. before looking back at their leader. " To train you to resist the stunning effect of loud noises" he says as the dogs return to their feet, "If you want to be stronger you have to adapt to your weaknesses, that way their effect won't be as drastic." hearing this the dogs nod and murmur acknowledging this fact.
"I see, you are very smart master" Bones says bowing his head.
"and so are you" Blackjack says petting his head once again. "you're a good boy Bones" hearing this praise caused the Doberman's tail to wag rapidly. "Don't be afraid to ask questions. Freedom of speech is the right of all creatures" he announces causing the whole fort to erupt in applause and cheers and Starlight's eyes to widen in Amazement even though he treats them like pets he values their opinions and talks to them like equals, Starlight watches the dogs and even Trixie clap and cheer and with that she began to understand why Trixie accepted his pact.
["Score one for the constitution"] Blackjack Smiles as he lifts Bones helmet into his hands, after examining it his face shifted from a smile to cringe. The design of the helmet triggered every bit of his artistic mind. [ "God this is ugly, it's like a cartoony bike helmet.] his vison shifts to his guards seeing them all sporting the same helmets and chest plates.

["I guess I was so busy with other stuff I never really noticed"] Blackjack looked back down at the hideous helmet before a sudden strike of inspiration brought a smile to his face as he searched through his list of pony spells. [ "There it is."]
<Transfiguration>
This Spell allows the user to alter the form of an object to new form of the users choice. <requires a mental image of the new form in detail to complete>
Closing his eyes Blackjack begins to cast the spell, his hands glowing with the dark purple aura of his magic as it envelops the helmet. All the creatures take notice and watch as the helmet begins to change. After a few seconds Blackjack was now holding and Iron samurai like helmet with ears and a masked shaped for a dogs muzzle.
(basically this but with a little less detail and a spade on the headdress)
 
Blackjack removes the mask part and places the helmet on bones head." There much better" he says admiring his work. "how does it fit?" he asks Bones holding up a hand mirror he conjures up.
"Amazing Master!" he responds rapidly wagging his tail.
"Perfect" he says smiling as he casts the spell on the rest of the guards helmets. the dogs admire each other overjoyed at their new helmets. "The masks are for combat only, so there's no need to wear them while your on duty" he says before turning away walking back to the house. "I'll design some new armor to go with it later. now get training." after that the crowd disperses to resume their duties with the guards each grabbing a lance and ammo from the crate. Trixie and Starlight follow blackjack into the house.
"That was amazing master!" Trixie says as blackjack plops into his chair "you really know how to work a crowd."
"yeah, I thought you were going to punish him or something" Starlight adds
"Why would I do that?" Blackjack asked confused 
"Well usually when a creature questions their leaders orders, they're usually punished." Starlight adds 
"Why? it's not like one question ever ruined a whole system"
"hehe ..yeah...I guess...your... right." Starlight laughs nervously remembering her actions in her village. "Ahem any way, I had a question of my own."
"Shoot" Blackjack says pointing to starlight
" Why'd you make those lances when you could craft magic weapons instead?" 
"Yeah I was wondering that too?" Trixie adds "I mean you could have easily made them magic weapons to defend the fort so why those loud lances?"
Blackjack sat back to think of a reason, he had to admit making magic weapons would be far easier to mass produce but telling them that the lances were better at killing things seemed like a terrible idea ["Dammit how do justify this?] BlackJack quickly scrolled through his menu to find something to help his case and right when he was losing hope he found his reason in the Diamond dogs lore tab. " The dogs don't have or understand magic, they only have thier brute strength, instincts, and knowledge of metals. So before I make them use something they don't understand I'm giving them something that they are at least familiar with." ["Please buy that. "]
"Oh, I think I understand, you want to help them slowly adapt to magic by showing them how it works scientifically" Starlight says understanding
"Y-yeah that's it" [ Thank God!"] BlackJack responds.
"That's an amazing method" starlight says with a smile "I bet twilight would love to hear more."
"Ugh great more prying questions" BlackJack says slouching in his chair
" Hehe Don't worry,I'll try to tell her what I can so she doesn't bombard you with too many questions" Starlight responds with a snarky laugh before exiting the house. "Trixie don't forget, the train leaves at nine tomorrow."
"I won't" she says waving goodbye.
"Train?" Blackjack asks confused
"Yeah for the crystal faire. didn't you read pinkies invite?" 
"Uh..." he says glancing over to the piles of invitations for numerous events and celebrations dating into the next five years. "...must've missed it."
"Right.." she responds also looking at the pile of pink envelopes." Well Starlight told me that it's a three day event in the northern kingdom of the Crystal Empire." Blackjacks eyebrows raise after hearing this
"Crystal Empire?" he asks curious"
"The Kingdom in the north where the crystal ponies live under the rule of the Princess of Love" Trixie explains " I've never been there before so I'm excited to go and I know clover will be thrilled"
"True a change in scenery will help" he says leaning back in his chair [ "plus, the flavor text mentioned something about the threat being in the north."] Blackjack begins to smile and whistles within seconds Ginger, Milly and the stooges all rush to him.
"Yes, master?" they say in unison kneeling before him
"Trixie ,Clover and I will be going away for a few days to attend the Crystal Faire." he announces 
"Master what shall we do while your away?" Rover asks
"The same as usual, Continue the construction of the smeltery as well as the training with the lances. I'll leave written instructions for you before I leave." Rover nods acknowledging his orders. " You five will be running the fort until our return, Ginger and Milly will be In charge of the house while you three will manage the compound."
"Master what if the Ponies come to the fort?" Ginger asks watching him walk to the table to read the invitation.
"Well according to this all the important ponies will be at the Faire but just in case place guards at both entrances to the workshop and mines. Until we return only diamond dogs are allowed in and out of the fort." he say walking back to them. "Now be good doggies and guard the fort while I'm away" he says kneeling down to pet them all much to their joy.
"We won't let you down" Milly says nuzzling his hand
"I know you won't" he says smiling. " now back to work"
The Stooges exit the house while Ginger and Milly await further orders wagging their tails eager to server their master." anything else you need Master?" Ginger asks.
"Yes actually, knowing the ponies there probably won't be any meat at the faire, so pack me and Clover some jerky for our trip....and a little extra"
"Extra?" she asks curious
"For the runt" Blackjack says with a chuckle. 
While Blackjack was addressing the dogs Trixie had gone upstairs to tell Clover of the trip and of course the young dragon was excited. "YAY! we're going on a trip!" she yells hugging Trixie
"Yep there's going to be food, games and all kinds of shiny stuff." Trixie explains petting the dragons head
"Will there be monsters to fight?" She asks with sparkles in her eyes
"Hehe I doubt it..." she says before her smile turns deadpan remembering the mane six's track record. "But, bring your sword just in case." Clover nods happily and the crew begin their preparations for their trip to the Crystal Empire.
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Crystal Empire, 7:15 AM
<01:12:30:25>
The Crystal Ponies are hard at work preparing, banners are being hung, . City Square is loaded with half built stands and banners, Sunburst is organizing the Unicorns in preparation for the Borealis Crystal show, and Shining armor was organizing the security of the faire with the 4 crystal captains; Sapphire Ray a Pegasus mare with a baby blue coat indigo mane and amber eyes, Silver Stone an Earth pony Colt with a silver coat, a slicked grey mane and green eyes, Bright Quartz a unicorn Colt with a Salmon coat, dark blue mane and crystal blue eyes and Flare Blast a unicorn mare with a crimson coat, Fiery orange mane and yellow eyes. Each captain sported the same crystal guard armor but with golden accents 

"  I want at least three Squads patrolling the main fair grounds at all times, while the rest of the guard patrol the outer city and battlements." Shining says designating positions on his map as his Troop nod in agreement. "The good news is with the Sun and Lunar guards accompanying the other Princesses our numbers will be doubled. meaning we won't need to spread too thin."Shining announces
"That's good, I've been dying to see the joust this year" Silverstone comments pleased
"And I can finally enjoy the fair with my son." Flare adds looking a photo of her and her son.
" Hehe If everything goes smoothly, every pony will have at least one day to enjoy the faire" Shining reassures " All that's left is to await the arrival of the princesses and prepare for the opening ceremonies, Let's get to it"
"Right!" the captains respond saluting.
Ponyville station, 8:37am
<01:16:23:12>
Twilight, Spike and Starlight stand at the station awaiting the rest of their friends. "I'm so excited for this years Crystal Faire, A three day grand festival celebrating the rich culture of the crystal empire." 
"And with all the princesses attending maybe I won't be mobbed by the crystal ponies...much." " Spike adds scratching the back of his head causing the two ponies to giggle as the rest of the main six arrive.
"Howdy girls" Applejack says walking up with two packed saddle bag and a crate of cider on her back." Y' all ready for the trip?"
"You bet, I can't wait to see the crystal games" Rainbow answers excited with a single saddle bag strapped to her right side.
"I know angel's excited to watch them too." Fluttershy adds with her bags on her back and angel sitting atop her head wearing a scarf and hat.
"I can't wait to see the dazzling structure of the crystal city it never gets old" Rarity says sporting elegant winter wear and pearl white suit cases.
"Maybe to you" rainbow responds rolling her eyes.
"I can't wait to play the flugelhorns again" Pinkie says pulling said instrument out her mane and blowing a tune causing the group to share a laugh.
"Hey has any pony seen Trixie and Blackjack?" Starlight asks causing the others to shake their heads
"The train leaves in 5 minutes you think he's running late?" Twilight adds checking her pocket watch the time was 8:40
"I'll go see what's keeping them" rainbow says dropping her bags and leaping in the air to fly to the deck fort but right before she could take off a cluster of spiraling dark energy erupts in front of the group, the ponies stare in awe.
"W-what is that?" Fluttershy says shaking.
"It's pretty" Pinkie replies staring with a smile
"Well its about time you got here." Starlight says unfazed causing the others to look at her surprised then back to the cluster right as Blackjack, Trixie and Clover walk through sporting new cold weather gear. Blackjack is wearing a hoodie under his trench coat with a spade symbol on the chest and a large black backpack, Trixie is wearing her Black wizard hat and a new cloak with a white fur color matching Blackjacks collar, and Clover was wearing a black bubble coat with a white fur collar purple boots and a purple shirt with a black spade logo and a purple back pack with her sword fastened to the side of it.
"Hey it worked" Blackjack says before seeing the ponies faces " what?"
"What was that?" Twilight light says excitedly pointing to the gate as it vanishes
"A gate, a magical portal that can teleport creatures from one place to another." Trixie explains with confidence.
"But only to a place they've been to before" BlackJack adds. But before twilight could ask her thousand questions the horn of the train sounds off
"All aboard!" The conductor yells, 
The group enters and thier car and take thier seats as the train began to move."So how long is the trip?" BlackJack asks curious
"About 2-3 hours." Twilight responds pulling out a scroll and quill right before sitting across from him "which mean we have plenty of time for you to explain that spell and answer a few more questions" she says with an eager wide eyed smile smile
"Of course" he responds rolling his eyes and tossing a glare at Starlight in the row across.
"hehe well I said, I'd try." She says nervously chuckling cause Blackjack to face palm.
While Twilight bombards Blackjack with her endless curiosities, Clover sits next to spike and pulls out a small box from her purple backpack. "Here ya go" she says handing him the box
"What is it?" Spike asks confused eyeing the box
"Train snacks" she says pulling out her own small box. upon smelling the box his eyes widen as he quickly opens the box and chomps on one of the pieces of jerky. 
"Thank you Clover" he says cheerfully stuffing his face.
"Don't talk with your mouth full" she shays jokingly poking his cheek as she begins to eat hers.
Train, 9:38 am
<01:15:22:12>
Twilight has finally let blackjack off the hook and is now writing and comparing notes one several scrolls. Spike was napping on his seat with the food box on his head while Trixie, AJ, Rainbow and Pinkie were playing cards.
"Sorry mares, Full house" Trixie says smugly showing her hand
"Dang nabit!" AJ says throwing her cards to the table. 
"How does she keep winning" rainbow replies in disbelief
"Oh she's cheating, I'm just playing for the reactions." Pinkie says with a giggle causing the other two mares to scowl at Trixie.
"If you can't prove it, it's not cheating." Trixie says with a smug grin as she shuffles the cards with the expertise of a casino dealer.
Crystal Empire,10:40am
<01:14:20:44>
The train moves through the frozen tundra of the north, Clover has her face to the window excited by this new sight. "Wow what is this stuff?" she asks staring at the beautiful blanket of white snow.
"That is snow, small bits of frozen water bunched together to form the cold white blanket your seeing now." Blackjack explains petting her but soon the sky changes to clear blue and the snow on the ground is cut  in a perfect line now showing lush grass and flowers.
"Hey where'd the snow go?" Clover asks grabbing Blackjacks attention
"What the hell?" he says confused as he watches the grasslands pass by." What the hell is this!?" He yells turning to the ponies.
"That's the power of the crystal heart, It channels the Love and Joy of the crystal ponies to protect them from the frozen wastelands." Twilight explains to the still confused man.
[ Love and joy? what the fuck?] Blackjack looks back and forth between the window and twilight refusing to believe this biome change is fueled by the power of love
Soon the train begins to slow as they approach the Station. "Mares and Gentle colts welcome to the Crystal Empire." The conductor announces 
Crystal Station same time 
Shining Armor waits at the station along with six crystal guards. "There's the train" he says excitedly pointing to the approaching steam engine in the distance. As the train approaches the station a sudden chill hits the group, the guards began to feel tense some even beginning to shake." what...what is this" shining asks confused
"Sir, I'm detecting dark magic from the train!" a unicorn guard yells as his horn glows causing shining's eyes to widen in shock.
"Defensive positions!" Shining yells gesturing to his guards. the pegasi fly into the air loading their crossbows, the unicorns ready their spells as the earth pony guards guide the civilians to the rear of the station. The train comes to a slow halt. As Twilight and her friends exit the train they are immediately teleported behind shining and his unicorn guards.
"Shining what are you doing?!" she yells surprised from the sudden movement.
"Get Back Twily, we've detected a surge of dark magic in your train." he say projecting his barrier.
"Dark Magi...Ohhhhh.. right" Starlight says face hoofing. 
"Wait...where's spike?" Shining Asks concerned noticing his brothers absense
In the Train
"Rise and shine runt" Blackjack says Slapping the lunch box off Spikes head causing the dragon to jump in surprise.
"Wha...what?" he says rapidly looking around before remembering where he is" Oh...yawn we're here already?" he says stretching.
"Yep, lets go..." he says before noticing the sudden change in the dragon's title
Spike The Brave and Glorious  {Hero of the Crystal Empire}
["Huh, his title changed. that's weird"] Blackjack gaze shifts from spikes title to his mini map. "Looks like we have a greeting party." he says calmly eying the dots on his map
"Must be Shining Armor here to welcome us" Spike says happily as he walks to the train door.
"I like Parties" Clover says excited as she grabs her bag and follows with Trixie and Blackjack behind her. As they begin to exit the train Spike excitedly jogs to his brother.
"Shining it's great to see You!.." he says before being suddenly grabbed by the Unicorns magic and placed behind the Barrier. "woah what" he says as he lands behind the white stallion
"Everyone's secure, ready the spells" Shining Commands as he and the Unicorns charging their attack Spells.
"No Wait..." Twilight yells but his guard steals his attention
"Sir, it's exiting the train!" the guard yells pointing his charged horn to the train door as Blackjack and his crew exit. Upon witnessing him all the guards eyes to widen at his odd form.
"What is that?" Shining says taking a defensive stance.
"Uh....What's going on?" Trixie asks nervous as she spots the guards surrounding them.
"I. Don't. Know" Blackjack's eyes narrow as he slowly reaches for his sword.
Twilight quickly notices and quickly leaps in front of the group "Wait!" she says grabbing everyone's attention "Every creature this all a huge misunderstanding!" She says waving her hooves in the air.
"Yeah, they're not bad guys!" Rainbow adds flying in front of the Pegasus guards
"What are they then?" Shining says walking up next to her.
"That's Blackjack, The special guest I wrote you about" Twilight Explains "The dragon is his daughter Clover and the unicorn is Trixie his student."
"But Princess, He's literally oozing with dark magic" the unicorn guard says pointing to blackjack who is emitting a dark aura. 
<Skill Active: Intimidation Aura>
"I know" she says sternly "but he is not your enemy, he's our friend" Twilight smiles at Blackjack causing him to sigh and disable the dark aura and release his sword handle.
Shining looks to his sister then to Blackjack before taking a deep breath "Sigh... stand down." 
"But Sir.." the guard responds looking at his prince with concern
"If my sister says he's no threat then I believe her" he says smiling at Twilight, The guards obey and lower their weapons and spells.
"Thank you Shining Armor" Twilight says relieved.
"No problem Twiliy" he says placing a hoof on her shoulder. " Heh, when you said keep an open mind I thought you were bringing Discord or a Mare friend." he jokes causing Twilight to punch his arm. " Sorry you three, we have a bit of a history with dark magic users" he says as bowing his head
"Don't worry about it" Blackjack says shrugging.
"Can we go to the fair now?" Clover asks impatiently
"Hehe sure, Welcome to the Crystal Empire!" Shining says gesturing to the Massive City in the Distance, the Crystal structure gleamed in the sun as the group approached. The guards salute as the walk through the gates.
"Wow and I though Canterlot was amazing " Trixie says admiring the city
"It's so Shiny" Clover says flying around the group taking in the sights. "and the crystals look yummy" she says licking her lips
"No Clover, get down here" Blackjack commands pointing down to the ground
"Aw" she says disappointed as she lands.
"Don't worry, they taste awful" Spike says patting her shoulder as they walk. The group continues walking toward the main plaza, the crystal ponies are enjoying the festivities, but then a Mare catches a glimpse at the group and gains a big bright smile. "Sigh....three...two...one."
"Oh my Celestia! It's Spike the brave and glorious!!!" a Mare yells excited catching the attention of every pony in Plaza causing them to surround the group.
"He-Hey Every pony" spike says waving nervously as the crowd begins to close in but right as they begin to surround him a barrier surrounds the group.
"That's enough ever pony. Don't crowd the guest of honor " Shining says looking to spike with a smile" you'll have plenty of time to see Spike during and after the opening ceremonies so enjoy the festival until then" soon the crowd begins to slowly disperse with a few stragglers hanging back to take pictures.
"Thanks Shining" Spike says relieved
"Any time Bro" Shining responds petting the dragons head. As the group enters the Main fair grounds in the plaza Blackjack spots the large crystal statue of Spike holding the crystal heart.
"Wow runt, your pretty famous here huh?" Blackjack says looking up at the monument
"He's not just famous, he's our hero" a crystal pony comments." He saved us all from King Sombra"
"Then again during the Equestria games" Another adds popping up from the opposite side.
"Huh...neat" [ That explains the title change] Blackjack says taken back a bit as he looks back at the statue.
"We're gonna head to the palace and prep for the opening ceremonies." Twilight says to the rest as shining armor enters the Crystal palace.
"Need any help Twilight?" AJ asks
"Well we could use a hoof with the setup" Twilight responds floating up a list from nowhere 
"We're on it" Rainbow says excited
"I bet sunburst could use some help with the Borealis Spell" Starlight suggests
"And there's no party that couldn't use some pinkying" Pinkie says randomly popping up next to Twilight
"Thanks every pony, with us working together we're going to make this the best opening ceremony ever!" Twilight says joyously as the rest of the group smile "Now Blackjack if you could..." she says right before noticing that the Wildcards were gone. "Blackjack?" Twilight says confused while the rest of the groups look around for the missing trio.
Crystal Faire grounds, same time
Blackjack, Clover and Trixie walk through the areas of the fair each holding a cotton candy in their hands. "Master are you sure it was right to leave them?" Trixie asks with slight regret
"I came to enjoy a fair, not do free labor" he says taking a bite of his cotton candy "besides they seem like their used to doing things on their own." he says with a partially full mouth.
"Fair enough" Trixie says abandoning her regret and biting into her cotton candy.
"Hurry up dad I wanna play the games" Clover says excitedly tugging on his coat
"Yeah. Yeah" he says letting Clover drag him towards the Fair games
Back at the castle
The main six were aiding the various workers preparing for the grand opening, Rainbow was flying around setting up light crystals, Pinkie was hanging all manners of decorations with her party cannon while  Applejack and Fluttershy were setting the tables. Twilight was supervising the whole progress keeping every pony on schedule."Alright Twi we've got the decorations up" Rainbow says high hoofing the pinkie pony.
"Tables set and ready" AJ says right before the loud clownish bang of Pinkies cannon as is blasts platters of sweets and confetti on the tables.
"Snacks freshly blasted" Pinkie adds with a salute as she grabs a cupcake
"Perfect, now all that's left is to check in on Rarity and Spike" Twilight says checking her list and walking into the castle. 
Up in the royal chambers Rarity was making emergency repairs to cadences dress. "Thank you so much for this Rarity" Cadence says handing the fashionista the damaged dress.
"Of course Princess, sudden fixes like this are my specialty" The unicorn says cutting the scorched cloth from the skirt and reweaving the loose threads.
" I guess flurry's magic can still get out of control" Cadence sighs as she sits in a nearby chair "At least Spike and Shiny have it covered"
Flurry Hearts Nursery
In the cusp of the crystal crib Spike sits holding Flurry in his arms as she sleeps with her whammy resting against her." There .there little Flurry, uncle spike is here" he says gently rocking her in his arms 
" Great work Spike" shining whispers joyfully as he pets his daughters mane. "Give us a few to fix things up" he says right before exiting the barrier surrounding them and pulling a wounded guard from the floor, as he exits a crew of crystal ponies enter and begin replacing the scorched furniture and helping the other Victims of Flurrys tantrum.
"That was terrifying." a unicorn says removing the destroyed cabinet.
"Good thing brave and glorious Spike was here" an earth pony states sweeping up ash and armor fragments. "There'd be twice as much collateral." The cleaning crew continues to work and within minutes the nursery is restored to it's former glory. 
"Sigh...I hope Shiny come back soon." spike comments as his stomach begins to rumble"...Wonder if Blackjack has more jerky?"
Back at the Mane Six
The mares are hanging out near the crystal heart awaiting the return of twilight. Apple jack had open a jug of cider she brought along and shared it with the rest. 
" Gulp...Ahhh cider really is the best" rainbow says after chugging her cup.
"Specially after working your flank off" AJ replies taking a sip.
"I wonder where Blackjack went? It's not like him to wander off like that." Fluttershy asks while angle sips from her cup
" He's never been to the Crystal empire before, I figure he's taking in the sights" AJ responds
"Well I figure he ditched us to enjoy the fair." Rainbow adds with a chuckle.
"Oh c'mon Blackjack wouldn't...…." Starlight says before her face shifts to deadpan
"Starlight? what's..." AJ's interrupted by Starlight pointing at the approaching Wildcards, Blackjack was eating a large funnel cake while holding a large stuffed bear over his shoulder and clovers backpack on his arm, while Trixie was carrying a sleeping Clover on her back and saddlebags full of other game prizes while also wearing  diamond shaped novelty sunglasses while Slurping on a large crystal berry cola.
"Sup." Blackjack says casually as the mares except Rainbow and Pinkie stared at them deadpan.
"So Blackjack where ya been?" Rainbow asks with a grin
"Oh when Twilight brought up the setup I figured it was the perfect time to enjoy the fair" He answers chewing his funnel cake.
"It looks like you had fun." Pinkie says admiring their fair swag." but where's the Flugelhorns I'm sure you got one?" she asks looking all over Trixie to her annoyance.
"Clover wouldn't stop blowing it so I hid it after she fell asleep" he answers  looking at the sleeping dragon.
"Aww she's so cute" Fluttershy says petting Clovers hair
"Trixie you know Twilight meant for all of us to help right?" Starlight asks a bit upset.
"I'm sorry Starlight, I tried to tell him but he just wouldn't listen" Trixie exaggerates with an innocent smile causing Starlight to roll her eyes and nudge her friend
"Oh there you are Blackjack." Twilight says walking up with her Sister in Law." We missed you during the setup."
"Sorry" he responds unremorsefully shrugging causing Twilight to sigh with a smile.
"Anyway, I'd like to introduce you to my Sister in law and the Princess of Love, Mi Amore Cadenza " She says as Cadence steps forward.
"You can just call me Cadence." she says extending her hoof " Twilights told me a lot about you"
"Nothing bad I hope" He jokes shaking her hoof
"Hehe, nothing that isn't funny." she responds with a giggle causing Blackjack to look at twilight with a raise eyebrow as she looks away whistling innocently. "I'm happy to see you're enjoying the crystal faire." Cadence joyfully adds eyeing their souvenirs.
" Yeah, her more than anyone else" Blackjack says petting clovers head with a calm smile.
"I don't mean to interrupt" Shining says approaching with flurry on his back. " But it's almost time for the ceremony."
"Where's Spike?" Twilight asks noticing the dragons absence.
"Oh he's getting fitted up." Shining responds as Cadence takes Flurry into her hooves
"fitted up?" Twilight asks confused
Crystal Square, 12:00 pm
< 01:11:59:45 >
The Masses gather around the castle with excited and eager faces. The Crystal heart spins steadily in the center under heavy guard from 8 crystal guards surrounding it. "when's it gonna start?" a small filly asks holding a purple balloon shaped like spikes head.
"Soon Dear" her mother responds.
"I heard that Spike the Brave and Glorious will have a big part to play this year" a stallion says excited before being cut off by the sound of  the ceremonial flugelhorns that mute the murmuring ponies as Shining Armor walks onto the balcony.
"All rise for the Crystal Anthem" He announces as the Orchestra begins to play the tune. The crystal Ponies sing in unison as the guards salute the waving Crystal flag flapping at the top of the palace. Blackjack gets feelings of nostalgia as he witnesses the ponies singing in unison, Starlight, Clover and Trixie all rocked their heads to the tune.
["hmm Reminds me of the super bowl"] Blackjack smiles calmly as he continues to reminisce but the countdown clock always seems to distract him, "Sigh still no sign of anything?" Blackjack whispers to himself as he watches his map thinking of the imminent threat unsure of the origin or amount of danger but he's suddenly broken from his trace by the thunderous clapping of the crystal ponies.
Mares and Gentle colts I give you; "The Equestrian Princesses!" Shining announces gesturing behind him as the 4 Alicorns Walk onto the Balcony. Cadence passes Flurry to Shining as she walks front and center with the other three just behind her.
"Citizens of the Crystal Empire." Cadence announces using her royal voice. "Today we celebrate the crystal empire and its continued peace since end of Sombra's Curse. May our love and unity continue to protect us until the end of time." Blackjack roles his eyes unmoved by the speech and begins scrollibg through his UI."... And now welcome the guest of honor to close the ceremony; Spike the Brave and Glorious!" Cadences proudly announces gesturing to the sky.
All the spot lights point to the top of the castle and atop the highest level there stood the young dragon clad in armor and a cape.


All the Ponies are shocked and amazed as he confidently leaps from the castle top and plunges down to the crowd before extending his wing and gliding over them high fiving any pony who had their hoofs in the air. The Mane 6 were the most shock with all jaws dropped, Clover was in awe by the spectacle as well but Blackjack simply raised an eyebrow impressed by not only the dragons skills but his appearance. [ "Not bad runt, not bad at all"] he says looking at the Dragons Stats
Spike, the Brave and Glorious <Hero of the Crystal Empire>
STR: 20 <+15>
VIT:30 <+15>
DEX:20 <+15>
LCK: 2 <+3>
INT: 40 <+10>
EDU:30 <+10>


["looks like titles do more than sound cool."] Blackjack grins at this discovery. while the rest watch in awe. [ "that wasn't in the game"] Blackjack glances at spike then back to his stats
"Hey those are my moves" Rainbow yells as she watches the dragon fly over the crowd doing spins before flying back up to the balcony. Upon landing on the railing he strikes an epic pose and on que fire works are shot into the air exploding in the shape of the crystal hearts, snowflakes and spikes face. The crowd is at peek excitement which served as the signal for cadence to ignite her horn activating the crystal heart. Blackjack watches as the crystal ponies bows and lines of magic flow through the ground and into the Crystal heart. The relic begins to rapidly spin and blast a magical wave across the whole city turning every creatures skin to crystalize some even having their hairstyle changed.

"Ah! what happened!" Clover yells being shook from her slumber with her hair now style in a bun and her horns and tail sporting purple ribbons.
"We've been crystalized and it make's us look even more glorious than before." Trixie answers admiring her new crystal form.

but soon all their eyes flew to blackjack, his skin now shined like bronze, his hair was slicked back and shined like obsidian and his coat held a metallic mixed with the black


<Blessing of the Crystal Heart>
" You bask in the loving embrace of the empire and her people"
Defense +20
Dark Resistance +20
Light Magic+ 20
[ "Huh I guess love does have power here"]. Blackjack continues to stare at the new stat buff before noticing the ponies staring at him. most were in shock, rarity stared in awe of his new glamorous style and pinkie maintained her same excited smile. " what?" He asks confused
" Blackjack darling look at yourself" Rarity say pointing to a mirror
"What are you talking abooooouuuu.." he says before seeing his new look " Wow....shiny." he says with a wide eyed chuckle as he admires at his new form.
"That's an understatement" Starlight comments while rest surround him looking him over.
"Wow and I thought rarity's outfits where shiny" Rainbow says flying around him.
"I didn't think Clover could get any cuter but I'm so glad I was wrong." Fluttershy says hugging and nuzzling the black dragoness who returns the favor.
"Just wait until I finish her new clothes, she'll be the definition of elegant" rarity adds petting Clovers head.
"I'm glad to see you all enjoying your selves." Celestia says as they exit the balcony
"I'll say that show was awesome!" Rainbow excitedly states
"Is that because Spike used your flying tricks during the show?" AJ asks with a grin
"Duh, did you see him? he totally nailed those spins" rainbow responds proudly crossing her arms.
"Speaking of, where is Spike?" Flutter asks noticing his absence.
"Oh he and Shining armor went down to the faire for a meet and greet" Twilight answers with a smile
Meanwhile
"Chug, chug, chug, chug, chug, chug, chug !" The crystal ponies chant as the two gulp down the large pitchers of Crystal brew before simultaneously slamming the mugs on the bar causing Spike to burp up green fire and the crowd goes wild.
Back at the palace
"Sounds boring." Rainbow comments
"Well with the ceremony over how about we get down there and enjoy the faire" Twilight states with a cheerful smile
"Wahoo! Flugelhorns!!!" Pinkie yells pulling two of the instrument out her mane
"Yeah!!!" Clover says taking one and they both begin playing their horns badly to Blackjacks annoyance and the rests laughter as they exit the palace to enjoy the festival in full. 
Far in the northern mountain
Snow wolves and Yeti gather by the dozens in a dark cavern dimly lit by a single hole leading to the surface. The creatures eyes glowing a pale green with purple aura emitting from them as they stand mindlessly. In the center of the cavern a throne formed of black jagged crystals and sat upon it was the dark crystal king "Not enough." he says opening his eyes looking over the gathering of beasts before charging his horn with a crimson aura and firing it in a wide burst. when the light fades the Wolves are covered in black iron plate armor.
(A. for the alpha wolves and E. for the rest )

The Yeti were armored as well and given black crystal swords, axes and clubs
(basically this but black and the helmet cover everything but the mouth.)

"Find more and bring them to me." He says with a cold commanding tone. The beasts nod before exiting the cavern leaving the dark king alone as he assumes his shadow form and flies up to the surface. standing on the summit of the mountain, the cold wind blowing  his shadowy mane as his cape ripples in the wind, He stares at the glowing crystal city in the distance with an ambitious and yet somber expression. "Soon..."


			Author's Notes: 
Sorry for the Long wait folks alots been going on but it's here and i'll do my best to get these chapters out more consistantly, as awlways more to come soon


	
		Crystal Faire Pt 2



Crystal Faire, 12:44 pm
<01:12:16:31>
After the closing of the ceremonies Twilight had decided to spend time with her niece while Cadence and the other princesses relax at the castle spa before joining the festival. The Gang Strolls through the streets of the faire. " So what do y'all wanna do first?" AJ asks
"There's the petting zoo with those adorable Ewe" Fluttershy suggests with angel rolling his eyes.
"The Crystal Faire has a lavish Arts and Design Section. showing works of up incoming designers and crafts ponies 
"Flugelhorns!!!" Pinkie says popping up holding 3 horns
"Yeah!" Clover agrees hopping on the pink ponies back as they both blow the horns in unison causing blackjacks eye to twitch.
"I thought I hid those stupid things" he comments plugging his ears
"I wouldn't call your Hot bar a good hiding spot" she casually says causing Blackjack eyes to widen and look to his Hot bar only to see the empty slot.
["She's a glitch I swear!"] Blackjack continues to confusingly look back and forth at Pinkie and his Hot bar." Ahem ..anyway I heard there was a joust?
"Aw Yeah! It's one of the coolest things at the faire." Rainbow explains
"So what is it?" Blackjack asks curious as to what a pony joust would be
"Two Ponies armored up an competing in a contest of strength and skill" AJ adds.
"It's the second coolest show in all of Equestria." Rainbow adds with extra hype.
"What's the first?" he asks raising an eyebrow
"The Wonder Bolts" They all say with Rainbow being the only one with enthusiasm causing blackjack to chuckle.
"Hmm, how bout we go see a joust round then me and Rarity will check out the Arts fair and I'll meet Fluttershy at the petting zoo afterward." He suggests to the agreement of the 4 ponies. "Sound good Clover?"
"Hmm Nah I wanna go play my flugelhorns with Pinkie Pie." the little dragon says raising her horn
"Aight, don't make a nuisance of yourselves" he shrug
"We Promise Nothing!!!" They say speeding off in a cloud of smoke
"Sigh...oh Lord." he shakes his head before turning back to the remaining ponies ."Alright let's go to the joust." he says as they walk to the joust fields.
"Mares and gentle colts, Welcome to the Imperial joust competition, I'm your host Pearl Waves" The unicorn announces over the mic. "and are your ready for the first exciting match?" She states  before being met with the roars of the small crowd. "On the Left we have Topaz luster a young guard on his 2nd year and on the right Coal Presser , Mining prodigy and father of 2. Gentle Colts are you ready?" He says raising his hoof as the two armored stallions nod as they prepare their lances." Alright then En guard!" She yells dropping her hoof, the Stallions charge at each with determination in their eyes. both lances graze the ends of their Helmets as they pass by and gallop to the opposite ends of the field. The crowd applauds in excitement as they ready for the next charge.
"That was awesome!" Rainbow cheers waiving a yellow flag matching Topaz's color
["This is so bizarre"] Blackjack watches with curiosity as the ponies joust in the same fashion to humans but sillier
The Stallions brush the ground again before charging again,as they approach Coal leans left and seeing this topaz just manages to dodge having Coal's lance graze the side of his armor causing Topaz to sway to an audible gasp from the crowd. Topaz quickly regains balance and continues to the end of the field before turning for the next round. 
"Dang! almost had em" AJ complains holding up a dark grey foam hoof matching Coal presser's mane color
"That's was a close one folks but this match is far from Over!" Pearl commentates as the stallions charge again.
Frozen Caverns, 1:05 pm
<01:11:55:21>
The Cavern is full of numerous yeti and snow wolves, many feasting on freshly hunted prey others practicing with their new Black crystal weapons, all the while King Sombra sits upon his dark throne gazing into a purple and green tear into reality. Through the tear he watches the opening of the joust as two yeti stand beside him one fanning him with a large leaf as the other feeds him grapes from a vine. 
"Hmm It's good to see the Crystal ponies strong even in this time of weak rulers" he comments with a grin as he watches the joust continue with both stallions refusing to surrender as they stubbornly clash over and over. But as his spying spell travels across the crowd he senses a strong presence and halts the spell as it passes over Blackjack. " What is that?" he says zooming to the bored looking human sitting with the two element bearers." I've never seen any creature like it" his eyes glow as he activates detection magic; all the creatures in his view project a small aura around their bodies matching the color of their coat with the unicorns shining brighter due to their magic but what surprised Sombra was the dark aura Blackjack was emitting.

"What sort of twisted dark beast is that?" he asks narrowing his eyes.
Meanwhile
"Achoo!… Ugh"
"Bless you" AJ responds handing Blackjack a hanky
"Thanks" he responds before blowing his nose
Back to Sombra
" I thought only the Umbrum could command this much darkness. But the ponies seem to treat him as an ally rather than a monster, If it stands with the princesses my plans will be ruined!" he slams his hoof on the arm of his crystal throne cracking it. causing the whole room to become silent as Sombra's beasts stare at their master with fear." I must remove it  from the city, but how? " he mumbles in thought rubbing his chin as he casts an Inspection spell. 
Unknown Creature
-Traits-
Bipedal
Omnivorous
Intelligent
Enhanced Strength
Dark and Fire magic
Sword Affinity- Master
-Armor-
Dragon Skin Battle coat
Bull Hide Boots with steel plates
Boar Hide Gloves
Dark and Fire resistance
-Weapons-
Enchanted Steel Sword (Darkness)
Altered Spear (Dark Fire)
"Interesting, this beast seems to be some kind of dark warrior with a semblance for magic." Sombra begins to think of a plan for the creature." If it's will is a great as its strength I won't be able to control it. And an outright attack would be foolish." He continues to ponder before looking back to Blackjack. " It's appearance strikes a similar appearance to those adventuring heroes in the old books, but the hide clothes makes me think he's some sort of hunter." Sombra's spell does a full 180 around Blackjack scanning him. "I see no Equestrian or Crystal Sigil, and he certainly hasn't been blessed by any of the princesses. If I'm going to retake my empire that beast will have to be removed. But how?" Sudden inspiration strikes as an enormous yeti passes his view lugging a large tree trunk before throwing it into a large campfire. With a menacing grin Sombra charges his dark magic "If I'm going to remove this powerful beast...." He wills the yeti to stand before him. " Then I'll do it with another power beast."
The Magic covers the large yeti, It's body begins brutally shifting as the darkness flows into it. It's snow white coat darkens to a pale ice blue, its body contorts as it's hunched back straightens with several cracks, steam erupts from its body as its fat tightens to muscle and dark horns sprout from its head. The yeti is on it's knees doubled over in pain as the last of the energy subside, then stands towering at 10 feet tall opening it's blazing red eyes looking at it's creator. 

"Yes, A truly exotic beast." He says admiring his creation. "Now for the challenge ." he casts another spell that forms black barbaric armor upon the creature ending in a helmet with crystal spikes and a single blue gem in the center resembling a crown.
(This but darker with Black crystal Spikes on the shoulder)

"And finally, the Prize." he smiles as he fuses his Magic with the surrounding permafrost, raising a large Shard of black Ice which shortly shatters in a magical explosion. In it's place floated a large dark battle axe emitting a cold wind and fog

The Yeti stares in awe at the weapon before grasping it, His hand shook from the Brutal cold of the weapon before slamming it to the ground creating a large burst of Black icicles at the strike area. The pain of the cold subsiding, with a deep exhale the Yeti emits a Cold fog from its breath before once again gazing upon his master.
[" Excellent, now for a test."] He says casting  several spying spells all around them showing several areas of the Frozen north. In each window it showed other small clans of Yeti. Afterwards the spells collide with each other and seep into the floor and within seconds a map of the north formed of black crystals with glowing purple flames marking the yeti locations. 

"Prove your strength and conquer the rest"
"Yes….Master." The yeti says in a deep and grunting tone, having spoken equestrian for the first time.
And so the Yetis marched into the mountainous tundra armed with their new weapons and lead by their Dark Chieftain
Crystal Faire, Arts area 2:27pm
<01:10:33:12>
The area was filled with an uncountable number of stands. Blackjack's cursory glances revealed all sorts of finely crafted pieces of artisan goods. Paintings, small sculptures, precious jewelry. No doubt crafted by professionals and amateurs alike. Rarity gawks at them all as she passed, her eyes the size of saucers and twinkling as she observes them.
"Magnifique! I've never seen a gem cut so finely," she remarked with awe, peering with wide eyes and practically drooling at the heart shaped gem.
Blackjack simply slurps at his soda. "Mmhm," he gave a nod, absentmindedly agreeing as he keeps walking. 
Rarity tuts, giving him a roll of her eyes. "Would it *kill you* to show a little more enthusiasm?"
He shrugs. "Maybe."
Her stare harshened.
Blackjack sighs, letting the straw leave his mouth. "Sorry. I'm not just that into jewels."
"Really?" Rarity replies, skeptical. "What could you possibly be interested here if not jewels?"
Blackjacks gaze wanders around the area before being stolen by a small stand nestled between two more professional looking stands. "Hmm?" his eyebrow raises as he walks over, the fashionista following behind, partially annoyed at his apparent deafness to her question but also equally curious of where the human was going. 
At the stand sits a young unicorn colt. He's around eleven years old, surrounded by hoof drawn pictures, the insides colored vibrantly, even staying inside the lines. Oblivious to the approaching pair, he releases a discouraged sigh, continuing to sketch in his book. As Blackjack reaches the stand he glimpses at the foal's drawing. It's a simple picture of Spike holding aloft the crystal heart, his scaled foot placed triumphantly atop a defeated shadow beast. To his surprise, the foal is coloring with a surprising amount of detail and shading for his age.
"That's really impressive," Blackjack remarks, prompting the foal to jump in surprise, sending several unfinished pictures scattering all over. Rarity's eyes widened, her horn sparking with a purple hue as she grabs the flying papers in her aura, stacking them neatly before the colt with a sheepish smile.
"Uh..." the foal stammers, still reeling from the sudden surprise of the human's appearance.
Blackjack wears an apologetic smile, scratching the back of his neck awkwardly. "Sorry, didn't mean to scare you like that," he chuckles as the ivory mare next to him watches, intrigued. "Mind if I take a look?" he asks with a sincere smile.
"Um. Okay! But they're not much though..." the nervous foal responds, although he perks up somewhat 
"I wouldn't say that," he says, assuring, looking through the stack. Each one was a more than decent illustration of key figures in the crystal empire. Spike, Shining Armor, Cadence and the Crystal Captains.
Hmm not much in terms of accuracy, but the attention given to the linework and coloring is quite impressive, Rarity critiques internally before she glances at Blackjack, seeing the joy rise on his face.
"These are pretty good," he comments, flipping through the creations.
"Y-you really think so?" the colt looks up with curiosity at the human, a young, appreciative smile on his face.
"Yeah, I can tell you really put a lot  of heart into these." he says flipping the pictures toward their creator before pointing to one of the images "you're style may be simple but your depth and shading are really good. That tells me you payed attention to the details of what you're trying to draw and brought it to life by bringing out the detail through the colors rather than the image itself." he hands the wide eyed foal his art before pulling out a small bag of gold coins. "I'll take one of each" 
Really? the foals eyes widened in shock
"Yeah" 
"O-Ok!" the foal joyously begins putting a copy of each print inside a folder 
This caused rarity's eyes to widen before calming into a proud smile, she knew Blackjack was a artist but she was pleasantly surprised to see his generous and nurturing side as well as the young foals passion for creation. "may I buy one too" she asks the foal holding a bag of bits"
"of course thanks so much" he responds with eyes glowing like the crystal heart. Rarity looks over the pictures and spots one with the crystal heart surrounded by the snowflake sigil of the empire with a borealis color pattern surrounding it. 
"I'll take this one please." the foal nods places one in the clear bag. " Also I don't mean to pry but could we have your name?
"Chrome...Chrome Flare."
"I'm Rarity and this is Blackjack."
"Wait the Element of generosity Rarity?" He asks star struck before flipping through his sketch book before showing them  a picture of her and the main six surrounding spike holding up the crystal heart with another borealis pattern in the background.
"Wow!" Blackjack was impressed by the drawing it resembled a more detailed version of one of the Princesses stain glass windows.
"When you saved the empire I made this then my cutie mark appeared" he says pointing to the mark of a pencil with a blended rainbow draw line coming from the point." I can't believe I finally got to meet you." he says excited
"And I'm happy to have met you as well, I do hope you'll keep creating these lovely works I'm sure they'll be desired by every pony" 
Tears form down the colts eyes before nodding confidently."I will!"
Blackjack begins to walk off "Can't wait, See ya round little Chrome and use more references it'll work wonders" he says waving.
"Au revoir Chrome" Rarity says before catching up to Blackjack. "I'm impressed"
"I know right? the kids got a lot of potential"
" Well yes but not that, with you."
Blackjack raises his eyebrow in confusion.
"You made that foals day and even inspired him to continue his passion with new found enthusiasm." 
Blackjack shakes his head and smiling " I just contributed to his sales, You. Made his day." Rarity smiles happy with his response as they continue to stroll the Arts fair while young chrome begins a new sketch featuring the tall dark man and the fashionista posed back to back with Rarity in the foreground and Blackjack behind her
Northern mountains, 5:18 pm
<01:05:42:56>
The Dark chieftain proved to be a powerful warrior, Within mere hours he'd sieged and conquered numerous clans. Breaking the Long horn and Sharp tusks Clans and subjugating their survivors had increased the army threefold than when it first marched and after slaying each of the clan heads with the dark axe the Chieftain's Skill grew from a barbarous monster to a true warrior. Now only one clan remains in his path of completing his conquest
The Stone Teeth,a robust clan of innovative yeti more developed than the other clans, developing tools and weapons of stone and wood. Their home rest higher in the mountains, a mass construction of stone and wood built into the side of the mountain its appearance resembled that of a rough imitation of Yakyakistan. It has repelled attacks from the other clans before given the large amounts of claw marks and yeti skulls lining the walls of the compound.
The dark chieftain could only grin, seeing this new challenge excited him as his grip tightened on the axe. "Forward!" he roars pointing his weapon toward the enemy. The Army charged their roars echoing throughout the area. The Stone teeth responded hurling large rocks at the attacking horde. The frontline yeti were struck down one by one by the falling rocks but the chieftain ran forward cleaving one in half with the blade and shattering another with his fist. the stone teeth were left in awe before deciding to focus their fire solely onto him. Seeing the next barrage he stops before slamming the axe into the ground creating a wall of black ice pillars right in front of him, the boulders shattered against the wall and once the barrage was quelled the pillars receded and he resumed his sprint with his army close behind. Another roar escaped his mouth as he leaped for the gate his axe wound behind him before delivering the blow cleaving the gate as if it were paper.
With their defenses breached the Stone teeth responded to the invaders armed with their stone weapons. As the Clans clashed the chieftain ran through the compound cutting down every enemy in his way before arriving to a large cave with a mammoth skull mounted above it. A toothy grin grew on his face as he twirled the axe in his hand before planting the handle in the ground as if taunting the enemy inside.
The fighting slowly ceased as heavy footsteps began to approach. all yeti drew their eyes to the cave as the stomps grew louder causing icicles to fall from the cave ceiling. Emerging from the cave was a massive yeti a full head taller than the dark chieftain covered in armor made from the bones of numerous creature the most identifiable being the large Yak skull mounted atop his head with horns as large as an arm. in his hand was a large blade crafted from Stone and covered in sharped teeth giving it a saw like appearance.
The dark chieftain gazed up to his opponent his grin still lining his face as he pulls the axe from the ground right as the Stone chief made the first strike slashing from above, the dark chief dodges retaliating with a slash of his own cleaving the bones off his opponents arm but inly dealing a minor flesh wound. 
Stone responds punching dark to the ground before gripping his blade in both hands bringing it down in a heavy slash, but rather than the crackling of bone all Stone heard was a loud clank. 
Beneath his large blade, Dark held the saw at bay using all his strength and the Axes pole to keep the razor teeth from piercing his flesh. as he began to lift it Stone push his weight upon the blade causing the lower teeth to puncture Dark's chest.
The intense pain and adrenaline cause dark to roar aggressively as he pushed with all his might pulling the teeth from his flesh and pushing the saw off staggering stone and allowing him to regain his footing. Dark steps back grasping his wounds as Stone licks the blood from his blade with his own toothy grin.
Dark's anger reaches boiling levels before suddenly cooling as he feels the pain of his wound cease removing his hand from his chest he finds his wound closed by a patch of his own frozen blood. As Stone begins to charge aggressively with his blade high to the sky. every part of Dark's survival instincts were telling him to flee as the Stone chief closed in ready to butcher him yet he stood there, his body no longer feeling his burning adrenaline but a chilling calmness his pants slowing to deep breaths as he griped his axe winding it back in anticipation.
Stone, using all his strength brought his Blade down upon his enemy and in a single motion, Dark parried the attack sending the blade to the side before dropping his axe upon Stones arm severing it  in an instant. The Yetis stare in awe as Stone's blood curdling roar echoes throughout area as blood erupts from his severed arm before suddenly freezing in place. lifting his head he gazed into the red eyes of dark hoisting his axe into the air with the poise of an executioner a cold fog escaping his mouth before bringing it down cleaving his head from his shoulders.
Silence. The wind being the only noise in the air as all the yeti stand idle, still processing everything they'd seen while Dark grabbed Stone's severed head raising it to the sky before speaking. "Join...Him" he flicks the helmet causing the head to fall from it's grip. "Or join me!"
Left with their ultimatum the Stone teeth dropped to their knees bowing their heads in submission as Dark Roar in celebration of their victory
Northern Caverns. 7:43 pm
<01:03:17:09>
The Yeti were hard at work using their new plunder and united clan, with the innovations of the Stone teeth the once barren cavern was transformed into fortified stronghold decorated in the bones and pelts collected from the conquered yeti clans. Armored Yeti guarded every entrance while the Snow wolves patrolled each cave, the once barren central cavern was now  a well lite throne room complete with bonfires, pelt rugs and beast skulls the ideal throne of a barbarian warlord. Sombra sat in his now pelt padded throne with a pleased expression on his face as his champion kneeled before him eagerly awaiting his next word. 
"Raise your head my champion" the king states with a light tone. " You've proven your strength and valor and for such I will reward you". he steps off his throne and approaches the yeti placing his hoof on his head. "In the Name of the Dark Father and The King of Monsters, I name you Frost Maim, Lord of the Yetis." Frost Maim stood proudly as the surrounding yeti cheered.
"Now we can truly begin" Sombra points to the small tear in realty showing the Crystal Empire.

	
		Crystal Faire Pt 3



Quarts flow Bar, 9:57 pm
<01:01:03:21>
After the thrilling events of signing autographs, taking photos and the occasional kisses on the cheek, the meet and greet have finally winded down to where the only creatures in the bar were the usual patrons. "Gulp, gulp ah finally, I can relax" Shining slammed his empty mug on the bar prompting the tender to reload it.
Spike sat next to him still clad in his ceremonial armor with both their helmets placed on the bar beside them, his cheeks were stamped with numerous kiss marks."This worked out better than last time, no horde or sudden grabs" he cheerfully toasts his mug.
"No riot control." Shining chuckled clacking his mug to his brothers as they both let out a relaxed sigh.
"Well, look who it is." a voice called from the entrance of the bar. 
It was Blackjack, Having spent 30 minutes watching Fluttershy faun over the Ewe and being swarmed by the cute multicolored fluffballs which attempted to make his Jacket their dinner, however, they couldn't chew through Dragonhide. Flutter begged the question but lucky he passed it off like an extra layer for the cold, not wanting the animal lover to know of the true reason. Then using it as an excuse to leave he wandered about the city before discovering the bar at the end of the central district.
"Room for one more?" he gestured to the seat next to spike.
"Go for it" the man sits as spike took the final swig of his drink burping up a small flame. The bartender immediately reloads the mug while sliding another to Blackjack.
The man eyed this oddly sparkling drink curious at to what it was. "That's Amore Ale, the empires national drink. Named after our first Queen" The bartender spoke in a gruff tone as he polished a mug with his magic. "Made from fermented Crystal berries and Sugar crystals."
After taking a swing his eyes shot wide as the sugary sensation jolted through his body. "Woah that's sweet" he pauses before taking another sip. "I like it" [This is gonna hurt tommorrow] taking another few gulps he placed the mug down and began listening tho the brother's conversation.
"Really appreciate the assistance with Flurry, I was worried we'd lose those guards."
"No prob shiny, an upset alicorn is hard to handle unless you know what they're after," The dragon takes another swig of his drink. "hehe, you should see twilight when her sortings off." Both burst into laughter while Blackjack raised his eyebrows confused at their inside joke.
"Heh sorry Blackjack, we're talking about my daughter Flurry heart. She's an Alicorn like her mother and can't control her magic as much as we'd like." 
"I feel ya, Mines a little troublemaker too." Blackjack chuckled
"Tell me about it, she set Twilights books on fire" Spikes comment caused Shining to spit his drink in shock
"cough, cough, for real!? " he asks wiping the ale from the mouth.
"A full shelf," Spike responded as he took another swig.
"Did steam come out her nose?" Shining asked with a snicker.
"Like a tea kettle" the dragon responded just before all 3 of them broke into laughter.
"Then she sent me an angry letter," Blackjack added to the story with a chuckle.
"Red Ink?" Shining points with a wide grin.
"Crimson." Blackjack Points back as they continued to laugh. This was the first time in a while Blackjack actually had a real bar experience, the dogs would only report, and Trixie would blabber about her own adventures, but talking with these two made it feel like his old days of bar-hopping with his team after a long week of work, sharing stories and laughing.
Crystal Palace, Same time
The rest of the group was sitting in the royal suite enjoying glasses of the apple families' hard cider. "Whoowee, that hits the spot." Applejack states raising her empty mug to the ceiling.
" You said it AJ." Rainbow agrees right before chugging hers. "Where's Blackjack? I wanted to go round two on our contest"
"As funny as that would be, you'd never win" Twilight chuckles.
"Never say never Twi," Aj responds pouring herself another flask. " but where did he run off too?"
" After the petting zoo he said he was going to look around" Fluttershy responds sipping her drink.
"You can hardly blame him, the city is gorgeous"  rarity comments from the balcony gazing at the luminous crystal city, the lights of the fair shining like the stars and the full moon adding a perfect glow." he's the type of male who can appreciate the simple beauty of things." 
"Hehe you falling for him rares??" rainbow teased 
"Just artists intuition darling," she took another look at chromes drawing as she stirred the cider in her glass."Nothing more."

Northern caverns, 11:06 pm
<01:00:54:39>
The Yeti are hard at work sharpening and training eagerly awaiting the word from their Lord and Dark King, while the snow wolves chewed on bones and black crystals unknowingly sharpening their fangs. The king and his yeti lord stroll through the now decorated halls of their fortress flanked on both sides by fully armored guards. "It's coming along well," Sombra says admiring the sight of hung pelts, fire pits, and fortifications the Yeti has made. "catapults, spiked walls, and sealable entrances. A grand fortress indeed"
"Stone fangs always build, the rest fight" Frost Maim comments watching the hordes newest additions work.
"A Kingdom always needs builders like an army needs a commander." the king grins looking back at his champion." How long before the army is ready?
"Should be ready by sunrise." The lord answers before entering the throne room. They're greeted by the sight of two dozen armored yeti lined up forming a small procession to the throne.
"Excellent Frost Maim" the king makes his way to the throne "Now, have a seat." Sombra gestures to the throne causing confusion to strike all around him. "Tomorrow I will reclaim my throne while this one' is yours." Frost Maims eyes widen before slowly approaching, upon sitting a single clanking sound began from one of the yeti guards repeatedly slamming the bottom of his spear in cheer with the rest slowly following. Sombra makes a shadowy exit rising to the cliffside of the mountain to gaze at the city in the distance eyeing his prize.
12:18 am, Crystal palace
<00:23:42:47>
The guys enter the palace gates chuckling and slightly swaying." Hehe, that was a great meet and greet" the young dragon chuckles while air quoting.
"I'll say and Blackjack you better invite me to the next party" Shining drunkenly pointed at the man
"Wouldn't that piss your wife off?" blackjack grinned
"Pfft only if I don't bring her" Shining responded with confidence.
"So what now?" Spike asked as they entered the royal suites.
"I could keep going, but it's past your bedtime" Blackjack joked patting the dragons head which caused him to stick his tongue at the human.
"C'mon guys we'll have plenty of meets and greets tomorrow," Shining adds "besides I'm sure the girls are wondering where we are." as they reached the first door they heard a commotion coming from the other side. They peek in to see Rainbow and Applejack hoof wrestling with their friends cheering them on while Starlight and Trixie play cards on the nearby table.
"Go! rainbow!" Pinkie cheers waving 5 differently colored flags
"You've got this Applejack" Twilight adds
The multiple empty cider barrels told the whole story and caused the guys to chuckle.
"Excuse me, sir," a random guard says causing the crystal prince to jump in surprise.
"Oh, its just you corporal" Shining whispers calming down.
"The Princess requests your presence immediately." he salutes before gesturing him to follow.
"Heh, Night guys" shining walks off with the guard. Blackjack and spike decide to end their snooping and enter the room attracting the attention of all, and leading rainbow to slam Aj's hoof on the table.
"Ha!" she yells claiming ill-gotten victory.
"Dagnabit!" the farm pony complains.
"Where've you two been?" Twilight asks slightly annoyed.
"Taking in the sights *hic*" Blackjack responds with a buzzed grin as he sits. 
"Uh-huh" the purple alicorn raises an eyebrow unconvinced
"Well now that you're back" Rainbow grins holding up two mugs. " Round 2, plothole."
"Bring it skittles," Blackjack gestured his hands before grabbing a mug.
"Count me in" AJ joined wanting revenge against rainbows cheap shot.
While the 3 began their contest, Twilight humorously rolled her eyes and exited the room followed by the others. "Don't go overboard you three."
"We promise nothing!!!" They jokingly yelled raising their mugs as the door shuts.
Crystal Faire, 8:33 am
<00:14:27:12>
The Morning fairgrounds are teeming with crystal ponies. families and friends enjoy the menagerie of games and attractions. The crystal guards patrol the main grounds in groups of three cheerfully waving at the smiling masses and eager children as they march through the streets, their steel diamantine armor glistened in the light of Celestia's morning sun. 
"Such a grand morning isn't it?" Sergeant Cobalt calmly says as they move down the main road
"Yes sir, the fair is far more lively than last year."
"Well, the empire has gone through a big expansion and having all 4 princesses here definitely boosts popularity," Cobalt adds as they continue their patrol.
Outer wall
The crystal guards stand just outside the barrier. unlike those inside their armor is lined internally with Ewe cotton with goggles covering their eyes. "Sigh how much longer until the shift change?" the left guard complains leaning against the wall with his spear resting on his shoulder.
"Two more hours man, suck it up."
"ugh" he complains leaning his head back.
As he rolls his eyes he spots a gathering of dark clouds and heavy snowfall approaching the empire" Great, looks like another blizzard." he casually rolls his eyes before adjusting his scarf.
The great blizzard rushes through the tundra slowly but surely approaching the city a normal occurrence in this land but within the storm was the yeti army marching in a narrow formation perfectly hidden within the storms unnaturally large eye. The Snow wolves walked at the head with the infantry directly behind them, in the middle of the march was the stone tooth clan pulling wooden catapults. behind them, a large wheeled platform made from Stone wood and Black crystals. atop it sat Sombra on a pelted stone and wood throne With frost Maim standing beside him with his battle-ax held high, emanating frosted winds.
"Well done, Lord Frost maim." The king compliments his creation, the yeti was taking to the magic of the ax extremely well, its cold and dark power suited the newly appointed Lord of Yeti. 
Once the army reached the hills they halted their march. The Stone teeth moved the catapults across the area positioning them just beyond the cities view. and began loading them with rocks barbed with their king's dark crystals.
"What now?" the yeti asks with eager bloodlust as his king stands and walks to the hilltop taking in the view of the gilded city. wit a smile he looks back to his followers with a calm and pleasing demeanor as his yeti snarl and grips their weapons.
"Bring the storm." With those three words, all the lord could do was smile as he swung his ax launching the blizzard towards the city. 
the winds rush to the gates knocking both guards back with its chilling winds. " W-what the Buck!?" the now shivering guard states clasping his scarf.
"It's never this cold in spring." the other stats shakingly holding his spear before spotting something in the distance, a single purple gleam in the clouded sky with more joining it arrange in a wavy line. his eyes widen as they get closer. 
"Oh Shit!" he yells jumping to the side as the spiked boulder slam across the gate and walls, most shattering while some lodged themselves in the wall. The garrison ponies responded immediately, shifting their troops into defensive positions. while the gate guard dragged his injured partner inside. The commander, an earth pony stallion by the name of Brick Breaker looked through his binoculars to identify their enemy.
Across the blizzard stricken area, he spotted a single figure atop the hill, the wind flowing to his icy blue fur. 
"Just one?" he asks just before the creature begins to roar signaling an entire horde to charge over the hill running towards the city. Bricks' eyes shoot open as he drops the binoculars. "We're under attack, launch the signal!" Immediately the garrison moves to their stations, a guard lights a fuse for a large red firework pointed right at the castle.
Crystal Palace, same time
The royals were having a grand breakfast feast. the table was filled to capacity minus one empty chair.
"huh, where's Blackjack?" Cadence asked noticing the man's empty seat between Clover and Trixie.
"Why don't you ask these two" Twilight chuckles pointing to Aj and rainbow who were each on their 4th mug of coffee.
"We almost had him." Rainbow raises a hoof in frustration before taking another swig of the java.
"He's one stubborn varmint." the Cowgirl shakes her head.
"He'll be out till noon, maybe 2 tops," Trixie responded as she cuts Clover's pancakes. 
"Where does he put it all?" Pinky asks right before eating her 3rd stack of pancakes. The whole table laughs enjoying the humorous irony, but it's short-lived as a sudden explosion is heard. A bright crimson firework in the shape of snowflake hung in the air in front of the palace.
Recognizing the sound, Cadence, and Shining immediately spring from their seats and move towards the door. The rest confusingly stare as a pair of guards enter the dining hall.
"Your majesties! The main gate is under attack!" the unicorn guard speaks holding up shinings helmet with his magic. his announcement was like a shockwave across the room, the majority expressions being shock and concern while the royal sisters maintained their composure.
" Have all outer city residents evacuated to the mid and central districts, move all patrolling guards to the outer section and set up choke points." Shining commands donning his Helmet. "I'll head to the gate and command the defense."
"I'll set up the shield around the midsection to protect the citizens" Cadence announces to her husband's agreement.
"What should we do?" Twilight steps forward with her friends behind her.
"Our priority is protecting the people, help with the evacuations for now. I'll signal if we need back up." After a nod of confirmation, Shining teleports away.
Back at the gate
The full wall garrison of the empire has taken a position on the battlements, The unicorns prepared their attack spells while the Pegasai and earth ponies loaded their crossbows. The yeti horde was closing on the wall roaring in unison striking fear in the younger ranks of the guard. 
"Fire!" A rain of magic and arrows descended on the yeti but due to the blizzards, heavy winds and snowfall may of their shots missed striking a few but hardly slowing the armored horde.
Still, atop the hill, Lord Frost Maim watched as his troops charged slightly enraged at his king for the order to remain at the rear, his grip firmly on his ax eager to enter the battle.
"Patience" Sombra's cold voice echoed in his ear. " You must test their resistance before unleashing your full might." Sighing in acceptance the yeti lord raised his hand pointing toward the city signaling the catapults for another barrage. The stone teeth pushed the catapults further up and fired. With the dark clouds and snow masking their launch the barrage reaches peak height before descending.
"Incoming!" Brick yells spotting the same purple glimmer in the clouds. The unicorns began blasting as the falling boulders as they approached, destroying several but many remained and were on a direct course for the battlements. as many of the guards prepared for their doom, the boulders suddenly shattered in the air.
"Whew, just made it."Shining approaches the commander with his horn powered up creating the massive barrier that now engulfs the gate and the surrounding area.
"My prince." Brick salutes with the guards following suit "We appreciate the assist."
"What's the situation." Shining. asks approaching the front battlement.
"Yeti." Brick responds before looking at one of the lodged spiked boulders "Heavily armed Yeti."
The horde reaches the dome and begins striking at it with blade, hammer and claw alike with no sign of fracturing. their roars echoing in the blizzard winds.
"I believe they have catapults planted just beyond the hills and are using the blizzard as cover." Brick reports.
"Have you identified the leader?" shinings question was met with a pair of binoculars
"12 o clock," Brick points as shining peers through, instantly spotting the  Yeti lord in the distance oddly enough looking in his exact direction almost as if he was staring right into his soul.
"Get me the second and third mage squads and inform the princesses." a pegasus guard salutes and flies off toward the city center. " In the meantime. Barricade the gate, wood, rocks and anything else heavy enough to hold it shut." the garrison mobilizes.
Back at the Center
The Evacuations were well underway, most of the citizens of the outer city districts had been moved to the stadium in the rear of the central area while the rest were moved to other public building in the mid and central districts. Fluttershy and rainbow accompanied some pegasi guard to ensure there were no stragglers both pony and animal alike, While Aj, Rarity, and Pinky guided the lines of evacuees to avoid panic. The Princesses and the Crystal Captians were coordinating routes as well as possible rendezvous points for mass Teleportation if the situation became dire.
"We've received reports that the attackers are a horde of Yeti, heavily armed at that." Captain Flare Blast reports marking the map with crystal pieces. " If the gate falls we'll be ready to bottleneck them in surrounding blocks"
"Let's hope so" Cadance responded looking to the gate worried for her husband and troops.
The Wall
The 2nd and 3rd mage squad arrives, each quad held 5 unicorns all clad in their lightweight golden armor accented in arcane blue accents and wrapping around their front and rear legs. " Prince Shining Armor, how can we aid this battle?" the squad leaders ask in unison.
"I need the glass cannons on each side" shining points to the two towers at the opposing ends of the gate. immediately the unicorn squads divide and run to the peaks of the towers. One opens his bag and pulls out a crystal glass disc as another peer out the window and kneels down. the disc is perfectly fastened to his helmet and his 3 squadmates align behind him with the commander standing next to him sporting a pair of goggles.
"Glass cannon A ready," he yells
"B, ready" can be heard from the neighboring tower.
With the signal shining shrunk the top of the barrier to allow the towers out of the shield while still keeping the Yeti out. "Fire!" he ordered
The unicorns fired their magic into the glass creating a solidified beam that was carefully guided by the commanders using their magic. The yeti at the barrier were burned by the concentrated beam on contact forcing the others to back away from the barrier some even running back to the hills, only to be stopped by the echoing sound of Frost Maims Ax slamming the ground. Seeing that Shining armor knew there was no forcing their retreat.
"Secondary target!" Shining gestured toward the hill commanding the cannons to attack the Yeti lord directly. The Glass bearing unicorns pointed their horns forward and fire a narrow beam at the Yeti lord, there was no damage but the beams remained synched at his center no matter where he moved. "Fire!"
Simultaneously the beams fired meeting midway, combining into a single focused beam. Frost maims eyes Widen in surprise at the size of the attack but nonetheless, he remained calm.
"Now, show them your power" the cold voice of his king echoed in his mind. As the beam approached rapidly a sinister smile formed on his face. the beam hit its mark forming a multicolored sphere of magical energy, the unicorns ceased firing their horns smoking with burning afterglow.
Shining looked through the binoculars waiting for the winds of the storm to clear the smoke. An ere Silence fills the air, as the dust cleared to reveal a large pillar of jagged black crystalline ice, Frostmaim stood behind the pillar, his ax firmly planted in the ground as he raised his head staring plainly at the wall that housed his enemies."My turn." The yeti raised his ax and swung with the finesse of a professional golfer and strength of a beast, sending half of the shard flying to the wall,
"Brace!" Shining Screamed as the barrier raised to its original height the shard collided with the barrier, the impact shook the ground stirring the winds, many ponies were knocked off balance. Shining dropped to a sitting position but maintained the barrier with only a few cracks formed at the strike zone.
"Sir the Yeti are pulling back!" a pegasi guard points out to show the yeti army shifting their positions back to the foot of the hills. Shining looked out to the field to confirm but notice how coordinated their moving was almost like they were...changing formation. Shining's eyes went wide as he shifted his vision back to the Yeti Lord who was now walking towards the wall down a clear path his army left between them, as he walked through the ranks the yeti began banging their weapons on their shields or the ground. the volume increased as Frost Maim reached the front lines.
many of the guards were shaking in their armor as they could feel it getting colder as the Yeti approached, Even Shining was starting to feel the cold as the beast approached, his ax gripped in his armored clutch. "Reinforce the barrier, Pegesai I want you in the Air in a crescent formation, Earth ponies get down to the rear and reinforce the barricades." The whole garrison sprang into action, the Unicorn lined up alongside their prince feeding their magic to his shield further solidifying the construct as the pegasi guards flew over the rear end of the wall crossbows at the ready as the earth ponies rallied with the other ground forces and set up a 2 block long perimeter surrounding the wall, the ponies were ready for the Yeti's assault.
"He.he.he...HAHAHAHAHA!" Frost maim broke into laughter as he raised his ax to the sky, the blizzard winds converged to it coating it in a small dark cyclone. a dark purple light began to emanate from the miniature storm and grew to highlight the ax beneath the dark winds. The ponies were So fixated on the spectacle that they didn't notice the scattered crystals from the catapult shots also began to glow as well. He looked right toward the crystal prince with a grin as he brought the ax down.

Crystal Palace
"Evacuations complete, and teleport spells on standby." Captain Bright Quartz reports marking the shelters on the map at the opposing side of the city far from the gate.
"Excellent, now all we have to do is wait for news from-"
The light of the explosion appeared across the city Followed by the echos of magical energy. A colossal mass of dark clouds and blistering winds enshrouded a portion of the city through the tear the blast had made in both the wall and the magical aura over the Empire. Those in the distance only stared in shock as the light dimmed leaving only smoke.
"Shiny!" Cadence cried terrified for her husbands' safety.
The gate sat in a mass of rubble, dark crystals can be seen spread across the area along with the guard ponies who lay scattered across the blast zone, most unconscious, many dead. The princes' amethyst and gold trim helmet lay before the gaping hole of the once-proud crystal gate before being crushed beneath the foot of the yeti lord as he stepped inside, he took a deep breath of the lush warm air, he held an almost blissful smile as his horde of armored wolves and yeti charged in past him, running past or stepping on any guard unfortunate enough to be in their path.
"Excellent work, their defenses are broken." Sombra's cold voice exits the yeti's mind as his shadowy mass rose from the ground and slithered over his shoulder. "Now, retrieve the heart."
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The princes' vision was hazy as he roused back to consciousness his first sight was of the sunny sky being slowly overtaken by dark clouds, with galloping ponies running past him on both sides of his peripheral vision. His eyes widened as his memories snapped back to his mind, as he leaned forward a sharp pain struck his side, his torso was wrapped in bandages along with his right forehoof which bore a splint within the wrappings.
The surviving crystal guards had rallied to their chokepoints and were retaliating against the horde from behind their barricades, as the pegasi forced divided into a dozen squads of nine bombarding the attackers from above with arrows and rocks to provide cover for the unicorns to grab whatever wounded they could and move them behind the makeshift barricades with many others on the attack, throwing spears and firing spells at the charging yeti and wolves who dared to attack their home. while the wolves face many casualties the yeti block the onslaught with their shields only facing minor wounds and even fewer casualties.
Shining gazed across the area as he attempted to grasp the situation, to his sides where the other survivors of the gate collapse, the more severely wounded were being treated by the medics and the others moving to return to battle. Shining quickly began to rise only to stall from the sharp pain in his side and right foreleg.
"Sir! you're too wounded to enter the battle!" yelled corporal Healing Splint, placing a hoof on the stallions back.
"Let me go… I have to... help the defense," Shining spoke between pained groans as he took step after grueling step forward.
"Your forehoof is broken and you've got a fracture in your side!”
"Let go, that's an order corporal!" he looked back to the medic in frustration as he took another painful step.
The corporal was unfazed by Shining’s firm tone. "Sir, as a medic, when it comes to the health of my patients, I outrank everyone - including you." 
The prince sighed, dropping to a sitting position as the medic gave him a pain relief potion. "Who's in command?" he asked before chugging the red elixir.
"Lieutenant Light Crest," he informed, pointing to the unicorn guard clad in silver trim crystal guard armor. She was standing atop the wall, shooting spells down at a charging wolf who was about to pounce on a guard.
"Keep them pinned!" she commanded before moving toward the back to address the rear guard. "Start moving the wounded to the barrier, once they're clear we'll make a slow retreat thinning the herd as we go.”
"Yes ma'am!" The troops mobilized together as their commander went to join the prince.
"My Prince, are you alright?" she asked, a betrayal of concern underlying her martial tone, delivering a salute alongside her words.
"I'm not dead," he joked grimly, wincing as the chuckle that threatened to rise hurt his side. "What's the situation?"
"It's been fifteen minutes since the breach; all troops have fallen back to the second and third positions and we're currently holding them to the first 3 blocks of the breach."
"What of their leader?" 
“The pegasi are keeping him pinned with regular bombardments but it's only a matter of time," she informed before glancing to the sky,  another air team zipping overhead, arriving at the gate where they dropped their payload of rocks and shot their hoof mounted crossbows. The Yeti stood in a porcupine formation around their leader blocking the attacks with their shields, spears, and their own bodies... 
"My prince, we must get you and the other wounded to safety before mounting a counter-attack." the lieutenant suggested. 
"I agree sir, you must get back to the princesses we'll need support." The corporal agreed.
Shining could only sigh knowing there were no better options." Alright, but be careful these aren't normal yeti." After a brief salute, Shining is taken by two pegasi and carried to the rear barrier, accompanied by numerous carts carrying the other wounded.
At the gate
Frost Maim’s gaze was locked on the palace, his prize sitting behind another barrier immeasurably stronger than the last. "Hmmm," icy mist escaped his nostrils as he tightened the grip of his ax, a thoughtful expression appearing behind his mask of fierce stoicism. His eyes scanned the battlefield, taking in the scene of battle like a lover of art would take in the details of a painting. The ponies were attacking from the sky and barricades kept his horde from advancing to the barrier. He tried to summon an answer to his dilemma. However, his concentration was soon broken by a stray arrow whipping past his face, coming close to scratching his cheek. His eyes flicking up to see a squad of pegasi flying in place, hastily reloading their crossbows. He grumbled, not particularly annoyed, just inconvenienced at best. He wound up his ax, preparing to swing just as the ponies were ready to unleash their next volley.
With a deceptively quick, one-handed swing, the ax unleashed blistering winds towards them. It scattered the arrows, causing them to land ineffectually against the raised shields of his soldiers as well as coating the surrounding area in the frigid cold. However, it didn’t stop there. The same winds continued forward, the powerful, frigid gusts knocking them out of formation and causing them to scatter.
He gave a satisfied smirk, hugging out of his nostrils as he settled his gaze back on the palace, returning to contemplation before a grin struck his face as he stared toward the barricade blocking the central path to the castle, he wound the axe back again charging it with power.
Inside the Barrier
The palace was surrounded by barricades and tents to aid in arming and deploying the next wave of troops to the front.  Twilight, Trixie, Rarity, and Starlight were using gate spells to ferry citizens to the safety of Ponyville and Canterlot. 
Spike, Clover, Applejack, and Pinkie were helping fortify the defensive walls with carts, crystals, and rocks while Fluttershy was helping the med ponies tend to the wounded being wheeled in from the frontline.
Within one of the tents Celestia’s horn emitted a soft golden glitter that filled the room, the wounded surrounding her calmed to a blissful slumber as their pain subsided.
“How goes it, sister?” Luna entered the tent clad in her royal armor with two night guards accompanying her.
“I’ve healed the grievous wounds and soothed their pain but they won't be reentering battle anytime soon.” Celestia sighed deactivating her horn. “I wish I could do more, but there are too many hurt to use more focused spells.
“I know sister, but we must return to the War tent.”
The Royal Sisters entered the well-guarded tent, Cadence stood at the head of the table clad in her own Royal Armor, to her sides stood The Crystal captains now sporting extra plates. They walked up to the opposite end where Rainbow dash stood dressed in the same light armor as the pegasus soldiers.
“From the reports we’ve gotten, our troops are holding them at the second defensive position.” Flare blast spoke moving a piece on the map. “But they’re pushing through.”
“How is it they were able to destroy the gate?” Cadence asked, her eyes locked on the map.
“They’re using Dark Magic!.” Shinings Voice suddenly rose as he limped into the tent supported by one of the guards.
“Shiny!” Cadence trotted to her husband, “ You’re alright!” tears filled her eyes as she nuzzled his head.
“Hehe...I’m not dead yet Candi” he winces from the pain of both his ribs and his wife's grip.
“You say they're using Dark Magic?” Luna questioned breaking the tender moment.
“Yes,” he answered, limping to the map. “The crystals within their catapults were powered with dark magic, when their leader attacked he triggered an explosion.”
The Ponies looked to each other concerned as they knew where dark Magic laid so did a certain unicorn.
“Do you think Sombras is behind it?” Rainbow asked.
“Definitely, The Yeti wouldn’t be able to mount this kind of attack without magical assistance. Shining responded before looking back at the map. “Their leader had a very strong dark aura, similar to the aura we sensed from Blackjack.” his words brought concerns to the table.
“Where is he now?” Celestia asked with a look of suspicion on her face.
“Still upstairs,” Rainbow replied.
“Let's get him down here, he may be able to assist us.” As Celestia finished the sentence a sharp chill struck the room. The lighter clothed ponies began to shake and clouds formed in front of their breath. Quickly they exited the Tent to find snow falling from the shielded sky.
“What the heck!?” Rainbow flew to the sky hoping to find the source of the sudden cold, her eyes sprang wide at the sight just beyond the barrier. A sheet of ice was coating the lower half of the barrier and rising, the normally clear sky of the city was now full of grey snow clouds that grew darker as the ice rose.
Just beyond the barrier, the pony ground force stood frozen solid in their positions encased in solid ice with the Yeti army marching past them unopposed with FrostMaim at the front, his ax held high emitting a miniature dark tornado surrounding its blade. His eyes glowed red with a purple aura emitting from them. 
“Heh...Snow...globe.” he chuckled as the magic dome was coated in ice.
In the Palace
The bedroom was darkened by the closed curtains, sprawled atop the bed still fully dressed, the human lay with a bottle next to his face.“AH! What the hell?!” Blackjack shot awake pulling the blanket over his shoulders as he sat up trembling from the cold.
Status Ailment: 
Hangover Lvl 3
Frostblight Lvl 2
“Ugh! My head, damn sugary crap.” he drinks a stamina potion dropping the Hangover by a single level.” But what's with the cold?” He rose from the bed still wrapped in the blanket slowly walking to the door. Suddenly Clover burst through the door with a worried look.
“Dad! The city’s under attack, they need help!” she yelled, grabbing Blackjack's attention, causing him to sprint out the door.
Outside, the barrier was 75% covered in ice, the ponies were reading their defense. The Solar and lunar guard held their positions behind the raised barricades, the dropping temperature was taking its effect with everyone shivering, the pegasus had it the worst with their lighter bodies, with some being too cold to take flight. Twilight and the other unicorns have returned to the palace after completing the evacuations. Now only the guards and those who volunteered remain in the empire, but even though their people were safe it left them more vulnerable.
“The crystal heart's power is fading.” Cadence somberly spoke looking to the barrier as it flickered.
“The evacuation of the citizens greatly reduced the love magic powering the barrier” Luna added 
“They would’ve broken through eventually, this cold is fueled with dark magic.” Shining armor sternly spoke as he joined them now fully healed by his wife's magic. “At least now we don’t need to worry about civilian casualties.
“Indeed Shining armor,” Celestia spoke now exiting the war tent clade in her own set of royal armor. “ Which is why we will hold the palace and show those beasts the power of the Ponies!” she raised her hoof with the cheers of all surrounding her.
As the barrier continued to flicker the ponies took their positions. Unicorns lined the barricades with their horns charged and ready with the grounded pegasi wielding crossbows. The earth ponies had bolstered their defenses with every loose object they could from bookshelves to pieces of the surrounding crystal buildings. Cadence had also ordered the bows from the Equestria games to be brought from the arena and mounted as turrets as well as the ice arrows.
“Fighting cold with cold, very clever Candi” Shining complimented.
“I’m not sure if it will work but we have to use everything we have.” she commented as she used her magic to position the bows.” if we can't freeze the yeti we can at least freeze their feet and slow their charge.
“Then we can have pegasi attack them from the sides,” Shining commented causing them both to look at each other in awe of their tactical genius.
“I love you” they spoke in unison before embracing in a passionate kiss.
Celestia and Luna were in the sky along with the stronger pegasi working to remove what snow clouds they could to reduce the cold's effects, while on the ground twilight and spike were coordinating the positions of troops and distribution of the resources. Rarity and Fluttershy were hard at work modifying the armor for the cold by lining the insides with ewe wool prioritizing the pegasi given their lighter bodies.
However their time ran out as the ice finished coating the barrier, the sky became darker as the barrier faded away. At the edge, the yeti beat at the ice causing it to crack from the base to the top. The ceiling was the first to begin crumbling with massive shards of ice falling down. Celestia and luna used their magic to blast the larger shards while the crystal royals raised a barrier to block the smaller ones.
“They’re coming!” a guard yelled from the barricades pointing down the main road. Through the snowy fog, the wolves and yeti charged in a mighty yet narrow horde down the main road of the crystal city roaring with their weapons raised. The ponies were nervous but held their positions, many with a rage-filled focus in their eyes as the invader grew closer. Shining armor joined the troops at the barricade.
“Unicorns will focus on suppression, slowing their charge. Pegasus will focus on precision and aim for their eyes and legs, and if you can their hearts. When we got 'em slowed the longbows will freeze them in their place. After that, we rain Tartarus upon them!”
“Yes Sir!” the troops yell steading their shaken bodies.
“Fire!” shining’s command prompting the unicorns to fire their spells into the horde taking out the front line wolves and slowing the yeti’s charge. “Now!” on cue the longbows fired their ice arrows into the air and marched right into the fold of the Yeti horde, many striking some of the beasts in the head freezing their entire bodies in an instant, while the rest fell pierced the ground causing many yeti to slip or become stuck in the ice. 
With the hordes' advance had slowed to a crawl the ponies stationed atop the neighboring buildings began raining arrows and rocks atop the slowed middle of the horde. Frost Maim’s anger built before snapping into a loud blood-curdling roar. Shattering the nearby window and stunning the roof ponies, the roar had awakened a primal fury in the front line yeti causing them to throw their weapons aside and charge on their arms and legs like wild beasts towards the fortified barricades with their Ax-wielding leader behind them.
The ponies found new fear in the sight of the beast's charge but refused to relent continuing to fire into the stampede. Celestia and Luna blasted at frost maim from the sky but the Frostblight was dampening their spells' effect, reducing them to only a step above average unicorns.
“We can’t bring him down,” Celestia shouted as her blast was deflected by the ax-wielding brute.
“We can still stall his approach” Luna responded blasting at the Yeti again keeping him from approaching the last barrier as his horde continued.
Within moments the horde collided with the barricade bashing and clawing at the makeshift walls.  shining and cadence focused their magic to prevent the brutes from breaking a hole in the defenses forcing them to climb, while the ponies bombarded them with rocks, spells, and arrows. However a few yeti managed to get over the barricade and began to lash at the rear guard, The crystal monarchs and front ponies couldn’t leave their posts lest the rest of the horde storm in.
The invading Yeti began lashing at the ponies but were quickly stunned by sudden bright flashes and colored smokes. Confused the yeti coughed up rainbows as the smoke surrounded them.
“Ha ha ha, foolish yeti, you have no idea who you’re messing with,” a voice echoed around the beasts causing them to look around the smoke engulf the area.” Now prepare to face the wrath of the Great and Powerful Trixie!” on cue a flurry of cards engulfed in an indigo aura flew through the smoke striking the beasts with a small explosive impact, while the damage was minor the consistency wore down the brutes, then through the smoke a black blur zip through the beasts stopping behind one. 
Clover stood confidently, her Katana in hand with blood staining the edge as one of the yeti collapsed to the ground. “Scratch one!” yell boasted not noticing the other yeti to the side as it attempted to strike her but was suddenly knocked on its back with a golfball-sized hole in its chest. A loud bang echoed through the air omitting the clashing of metal and the roars of the Yeti. Those behind the barricade were in awe as their gaze moved to the source, at the doors of the crystal palace clasping his aching head blackjack leaning on his smoking polearm, looking like the yeti struck him.
“Ugh... why did I do that.” he shook his head from the throbbing pain. 
Regaining their senses the Yeti roared and rushed to attack him, further irritating his headache.
“Too loud.” he strained, raising his hand to torch the rest with his black flames. The blaze engulfed the beast before fading leaving the scorched yeti sprawled across the ground. “Guess the frost blight does more than just freeze my balls,” he commented reading the stat effect as he reloads his fire lance
Frost Blight Lv2
“Plague of the frozen burn.”

-All non ice element magic effects are reduced by 40%
-Boosts cold damage by 30%
Across the Barricade, Frost maim continued to block the princesses' magic attack. His front line horde was on their last winds.
“Do it Now!” Sombra commanded, prompting the brute to slam the pole of his ax to the ground. As the ponies put down the last berserking Yeti the crystals of their armor began to glow purple.
“Get Down!” Shining yelled, grabbing his wife as he jumped from the barricade wall prompting the rest to do the same with only seconds to spare the Sparkle siblings raised their shields. The other unicorns did the same as the wall burst in dark energy, the shock of the blast wave crashed against the barriers. The ponies were protected from the blast itself but the kinetic energy from the attack broke through blowing away the remaining guards. Only the siblings' shields held strong.
“What happened?” Twilight asked shaken
“He blew them up...His own soldiers.” Shining growled angered by the Yeti’s brutality
“What kind of monster does that?” Rainbow added
“A Boss Monster.” Blackjack stepped forward drinking another stamina potion, the hangover didn’t leave but it at least helped with the distracting pain.
The princesses rejoined the group behind the barriers as Frost maim Marched through the cloud of dark smoke and scorched crystals.
“Heart!” he grunted, pointing his weapon towards the crystal heart before entering a combat stance.
“Your master will gain nothing here” Luna shouted as she stepped forward charging her magic
“And you will go no further!” Celestia joined her sister’s side.
“Yeah we’ll kick you and your armies flanks” Clover yelled, flying next to Rainbow Dash with her sword ready.
“Thin the herd,” Sombra ordered, instinctively the Yeti violently waved his hand casting a massive gust of frost wind, within moments everyone and everything in the immediate area was coated in frost, the average ponies were frozen solid, Twilight and Luna were dropped to a kneel, shivering with frost patches across their bodies, thanks to the powers of the sun and the potent warmth of Love, the elder sisters were able to stand strong against the cold.
“That was close. These two aren’t made for the cold.” a bright light came into view as Blackjack spoke up from the back of the group, the alicorns looked back, and surprisingly the human's entire body was engulfed in flames holding the shivering Clover and Spike under his now blazing arms.
Used Skill: Flame Mantle
Twilight signed in relief that the dragons were safe but her concern for the rest of her friends. As she looked toward their frozen forms, their expressions were still confident and ready for a fight.
“They’re still alive, just trapped.” the inflamed human said, joining the Alicorns at the front.
“W-what k-kind of m-magic was t-that?” a shivering Luna asked.

"Frost Wave, A burst spell that covers an area in an icy wind, freezing unprotected opponents solid.”
“How do we stop it?” Celestia asked as she helped her sister to her hooves
“Wait for it to wear off,” Blackjack placed the dragons upon the night princesses back as she moved behind them.”Or kill the caster.” he finished unsheathing his sword.
“Heh, finally something Simple” Cadence chuckled brushing the ground with her hoof as a mini cloud exited her angrily flared nostrils.
“Uhh, C-Cadence?” Twilight spoke surprised at her sister-in-law's new face of aggression.
“Go check on Flurry Twilight, make sure she’s warm and has her whammy,” Cadence said in a horrifyingly calm tone “I’ll be there soon, Mama just needs to try on her New. Fur. Coat.” Her comment caused both the human and sun princess to briefly look at each other with concern.
The book pony gulped before immediately trotting away to join Luna at the palace doors, together they combined what magic they could muster to move the rest of the frozen ponies into the palace before slamming them shut.

The Yeti Lord stood proudly amidst the icy winds. His eyes locked on his three remaining opponents, a toothy grin spread across his jaw. “Strong...You...are...Strong” his tone was oddly respectful despite its ferocity as he assumed his combat stance. Blackjack could see his health bar as it loaded above the beast's head.
Frost Maim: Yeti Lord
HP: 10000/10000
“Any advice for this foe Blackjack?” Celestia asked, preparing her magic attack.
“Stay warm, avoid the ax, and hit it till it dies,” he responded, drawing his Jian as he rushed to the beast.
“Good advice” Cadence chuckled following the human.
Blackjack's iron blade clashed against the crystalline mass as the yeti blocked his strikes with decent precision while the spells were launched off target by the frigid winds emanating from his body.
“Ugh! These winds are throwing off our aim.” Cadence complained as another blast missed the yeti.
“Then we must try a more direct approach,” Celestia responded by charging at the beast herself, Cadence grinned as she took to the sky. Just as the yeti was about to strike at Blackjack he was struck in his chest by a bright pink blur before being buck in his back by Celestia, pushing him straight to the human's next attack.
Used Skill: Rising Moon.
From a kneeling position, Blackjack slashed upwards creating a flash in the shape of a crescent moon. With barely seconds of time, the Yeti managed to turn its body, pushing the ax and his arm to take the harshest part of the attack before responding with a quick punch, pushing the blocking human back a few feet. He was wounded but still eager for battle, resuming his stance as the Princesses made another attack.
Celestia bombarded him with blasts of light magic, holding him in his position for cadence to begging her next swift charge from the sky but as she made her pass the yet managed to dodge grabbing her neck as she flew in.
“Cadence!” Celestia yelled ceasing her fire
“Kgh-Keep….shooting!” The struggling Alicorn yelled, keeping the Yeti's grip from tightening with her forehooves. Blackjack was quick to respond by continuing his attacks, focusing on close piercing attacks to prevent the beast from using his hostage as a shield. Celestia ignited her horn but was unwilling to fire and risk hitting her niece, so instead, she brushed the ground with her hooves before Galloping at the brute, her horn glowing with light as she approached.
Frost Maim continued to block the human's slashes while attempting some of his own before a sudden sharp pain struck his side. Letting out a pained roar as he looked down to see the alicorn's horn piercing his side.
“Got you!” Celestia yelled, but before her spell could fire the yeti quickly bashed the alicorn with her niece dislodging her from his side and throwing the crystal princess to the side. Before he could catch another breath he was assaulted by another attack from Blackjack.
Used skill: Diamond slash.
Four cuts skewed across the Yeti's body forming a bloody diamond into his chest, as it reels back in pain Blackjack raising his hand toward his target.
Used Skill: Incinerate
A torrent of flames burst from his hand and covered the yeti in its blaze, but they quickly dissipated as fresh icy winds blew from frost maims body. The wounds upon his body froze red before shattering away revealing the healed flesh. His breath was deep and his eyes filled with rage. As the winds increased their strength spread like a typhoon.
“Calm yourself Frost Maim. you still have your task to complete” Sombra commanded bringing his beast back to his senses. “ you will have your moment to slay the ape, steal the heart and he will come to you.”
With his orders clear the Yeti let out a deep exhale bringing out more icy mist as he hoisted his ax into the air, the weapon began to glow with energy as the storm receded into it. “Dark...Blizzard!” He road swinging the ax with all his might unleashing a heavy blast of dark clouded snow. Before anyone could react the area became engulfed in a dark fog snowfall and heavy winds as it spread wide to the outer area of the palace and to the still ongoing battle just beyond, everything was covered in the blizzard, and amongst the bellow of the winds.
“Hehehe, Now...it’s mine.” the king laughed as the city was covered in the dark icey fog.” it’s all mine!”
Silence, the frigid wind blows through the snow-covered streets of the once-great crystal empire, the entire city matching the frozen tundra that surrounds it. Frost Maim's eyes opened to see the results of his attack, dark black clouds above a pure white blanket with his prize sitting just ahead. He savored the moment of his victory as he slowly moved towards the crystal heart, the crunch of the snow echoed in the silent air as he trekked towards his prize. He took a moment to appreciate the floating gem before removing it, almost instantly the crystalline material of the palace and surrounding buildings began to dim in luster and shine. He marched away with the heart clutched in his grip and his ax rested on his shoulder disappearing into the icy fog passing the severed claw of spikes statue holding a broken heart...
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The office was eerily quiet despite being fully occupied, nothing but the clicking and clacking of keys and mice with the added crack of energy drink cans. The crew was hard at work attempting to meet the deadline for their demo. Jason was testing the newest UI build against the Ice golem boss to which he was currently being smoked by.
“Ugh! This is bullshit, why aren’t my attacks working?” he groans slouching in his chair as his barrage of attacks only chip at the enemies health, prompting his deskmate to look over, her attention is brought to the lower part of his screen to see he’s still using the previous patches attacks.
“Why don’t you change your attack set?” Caroline commented as she sipped her coffee.” 
“Change my what?” Jason asked raising a brow
“We implemented a whole mess of new attacks and even a feature that lets players arrange and save different combo sets.”
“Really? When did that happen?” Jason’s eyes widened in confusion at the new revelation.
“Sigh, do you even read the patch notes?” she shook her head pushing his chair to the side.
She opened the character menu, scrolling over to the unfamiliar sword icon at the edge. When clicked, it opened a new page dominated by a wheel of windows displaying numerous attack titles with a simple graphic of a humanoid performing the attack. 
“See?” she pointed to the screen
“Well shit, that's handy.” Jason scratched his chin in amazement as he watched his teammate adjust his skills
“With these new skills and addons even your mid-maxing ass can beat the new bosses.” she chuckled as she pushed him back to the screen.
“ Har Har” Jason looked through the skills she added and noticed that there was an odd chain graphic connecting attacks in groups of 4 with the chains converging on the last attack on the list a high damage attack called Guillotine Cleave
“What’s with the chain effects?”
“Cool right?” she responded eagerly obviously knowing he’d ask “It’s called a skill chain, it's a new feature that allows players to combo their power attacks.”
“Isn’t that a little OP?” Jason narrowed his brow already imagining the complaints.
“You’d think so, but the cost of stamina from each attack is taken all at once, so if the chain is broken before the final attack you’ll lose a lot of stamina for little damage.”
“What if you stop it yourself?”
“You’ll lose less stamina but there's a cooldown before you can use another power attack.” she explained,” no item or buff will stop it either, good balance for any would-be exploiters right?.”
“Heh you always think of everything don’t you?” Jason shook his head 
“Damn right!” she gloated proudly with a wide grin. “Now ice that frosty bastard!” she chuckled.

Blackjack jolted awake, his body shook as he rose, snow falling from his shoulders as he searched his surroundings, the once-great crystal city was now a frozen landscape, winds cut through the empty snow-filled streets. The ominous creaks of doors and windows echoed in the streets, shock was the best way to describe his expression as he gazed at the frozen wasteland.
“There he is!” Twilight's voice echoed as the purple light of her horn pierced the fog as she and Rainbow Dash descended from the sky. “Thank Celestia, we found you.”
“W-what h-happened?” the human asked as he slowly sat up shivering as a blanket was placed over his shoulders.
“ We’ll fill you in at the palace, let's get outta the cold.” Rainbow Dash responds, helping him out of the foot deep snow. 
At the palace, things were rough despite its thick walls. Luna was doing her best to shield the interior from the blistering cold but despite her best efforts the castle was only about twenty degrees warmer than outside, the now dethawed mane 6 were helping the rescued pony guards recover from the attack, most of which were coddled around makeshift fire pits composed of burning debris from the battle, with no time to waste rarity used her skills to modify the palace drapes into blankets to keep them warm while applejack served up hot apple porridge to keep their strength up. Starlight and Sunburst were in the archives looking for spells to undo the Frost Blight that kept even the well-insulated palace in a state of near-freezing temperatures.
The door opened with the gale of frost as the three entered before it was quickly closed by the bundled guards who sat nearby. “Fuck it's cold” Blackjack blurted out as he approached the nearest fire, he squatted before the flames removing his gloves. “ how long has it been?”
“Two hours, after we unfroze everyone we began looking for survivors from the battle” twilight responded, sitting by him in the fire. “We’ve managed to retrieve almost every pony frozen outside the palace.”
“Is everyone alright?” Blackjack asked concerned
“As alright as we can be,” Applejack commented, passing him a bowl of porridge, without a single thought Blackjack wolfed it down, not caring about the scorching sting on his tongue. “We managed to keep everypony from freezing to death, but we can’t keep it up forever.”
“What about using gates to get everyone out of here?” Blackjack asked
“We tried, but the Frost Blight is dimming our magic and we can’t afford to use too much or we’ll collapse.”
“Where’s Clover and Trixie?”
“DADDY!” Clover yelled, darting right into her father with tears in her eyes as she knocked him over. “I was so worried about you.” The little dragon nuzzled her face against his, her face was cold to the touch but he could feel a slight warmth.
“Master!” Trixie joined in on the group dog pile tightly holding Blackjack's waist. “Don’t scare us like that!” she tearfully scolded him
Blackjack couldn’t help but chuckle as he held them close. “I’m sorry girls, I didn’t mean to make you worry about me.” The ponies couldn’t help but smile at the heartwarming reunion, but the moment ended when Clover began to shake, despite being bundled up in her winter clothes the little dragon was still freezing. Blackjack took a moment to think, his focus moved to the Status ailment to his left.
Frost Blight: LVL 3
Non Ice magic spells are 50% less effect
2% Consistent frost damage.
20% slowed movement.

“Hmm, we need a way to resist the cold but how.” his eyes widened as he glanced at the door. “If the game's mechanics work here then it might work.” Blackjack stood up closing his jacket and bundling the blanket around himself like a cloak before moving back to the door
“Master, where are you going?” Trixie questioned as they followed him.
“I have an idea that might help us fight this cold, you two stay by the fire,” he responded raising his hand to the central flame
Used Skill: Fireball

In an instant, a small orange ball of flames shot out and struck the fire. Slightly increasing its size and warmth, the ponies were surprised but appreciative of the increased warmth. Blackjack however grimaced at the size and lack of strength his attack had before exiting into the freezing cold, the frost blight effect immediately jumped another level prompting him to shake. 
Frost Blight: LVL 4
Non Ice magic spells are 50% less effect
5% Consistent frost damage.
35% slowed movement.
“Brrrrr, let's do this fast.” He quickly looked around the snowy wastes, walking towards the decimated defense from the battle, his steps echoing in the quiet air, but as he got closer he’d found what he was looking for. “There you are.”
Raising his hands he focused his energy, a dark purple aura flickered into sight before setting into a steady glow, projecting onto the large lumps of snow before him,
Used Skill: Telekinesis
Slowly the objects began to lift slightly off the ground, “Damn these are heavy, but at least I can move them all.” he began to move back towards the palace door dragging his prize behind him.
Inside the ponies sat around the fire, “ I wonder what he’s doing out there.” Trixie questions holding Clover close as they share her cloak for warmth.
“We just got him out of the snow too, what can be out there that can stop this?” Twilight wondered poking at the fire.
“Hopefully It works. I can't stand this dreadful cold.” Rarity added, taking a shaky sip of her hot tea.
Suddenly a knock erupts from the door, drawing everyone's attention.” Looks like we’ll find out” Applejack commented before the door burst open, though it flew several yeti and wolves from the battle, every pony jumped in shock before realizing that the beasts were in fact corpses. The ponies' shock never left their faces as more bodies were moved into the foyer before Blackjack himself entered, shutting the windy door behind him.
“Whew finally, Clover go get my knife from the bag.” with a nod the little dragon flew up the stairs
“Blackjack! What are you doing with those!?” a confused twilight yells as clover returns with the requested blade.
“What’s it look like?” he answered, stabbing the blade into the gut of the yeti corpse, carving and peeling its skin causing most of the ponies to wretch.
Used Skill: Skinning
“You stop that right now!” Fluttershy angrily yelled storming over to the man, her stare in full force causing clover to timidly look away. “How could you do that to another creature?”
Blackjack stopped, taken aback by her outburst but sighed realizing how it must look to the ponies. “ We’re going to freeze to death if we don’t find a way to resist the Frost Blight, the Yeti and wolves are highly resistant to the cold.”
“That doesn’t make it right, no creature should have this happen to them.” The once shy pegasi stomped her hoof still defiantly.
“Fluttershy I am sorry that you have to see this, but this cold is a curse that will only get worse unless we find a way to resist it.” Blackjack calmly explained trying to have the animal lover see his logic. “ You may not like it but we have to do this otherwise we’ll all freeze to death.”
Fluttershy was ready to retort but was stopped upon seeing Clover shake, realizing that the cold must be affecting her and spike more than everyone else. All she could do was look down sadly. “ I...I understand.”
“Trust me, if there was another option I would've done it already.” he spoke softly placing a hand on her shoulder “If it makes you feel better, why don’t I do this somewhere else that way you don’t have to see it.” Blackjack suggested attempting to ease the ponies' feelings.
“I-it would thank you,” she responded with her head dropped
With a nod, blackjack used his magic to move the bodies into the adjacent room, before entering he looked back at the ponies. 
“ Rarity, I need your help with this.” The request shocked everypony as they looked to the just as the dumbstruck fashionista.
“I-I um don’t think I’d be any help with this.” She shakenly responded
“You’re the only one who can do this, I can’t craft anything without my tools so it needs to be you, please.” the man all but begged
Rarity was still extremely nervous, never once had she ever considered making clothes from the pelts of another creature, but like Fluttershy, she could see no other option. With an audible gulp, she entered the room with Clover closing the door behind her.
Up in the Royal Quarters, the princesses of the Sun and Love lay in extremely padded beds, both coated in frost and trembling from the blight of the yeti’s curse. Shining Armor held his wife's hoof as their daughter laid next to her mother armed with her snuggly blanket and whammy by her side. Luna lay beside her sister hoping to keep her warm, while her horn glowed with energy to maintain the shield
“Your Majesties, Princess Twilight is here.” the door guard announced opening the doors
“Twily,” Shining smiled as he hugged his sister, “ Is everything alright?” 
“Things are looking up, we found Blackjack” she smiled with an exhausted look in her eyes.
“Really? That's a relief.” Shining smiled. 
“He seems to have a way to fight the blight” Twilight winced a bit recalling what their human friend was doing downstairs.
“I hope it works, I don't think we’ll be able to last too long if this keeps up” he sighed looking back at the bedridden princess’. “They’re still hurt from the battle, and the blight isn’t helping them recover.” He sighed.
“I’m sure it will, I trust in the abilities of my friends,” Twilight smiled with optimism.
Downstairs the ponies stared at the closed door of the next room with terrified and concerned eyes, as they listened to the very loud argument of Blackjack and Rarity
“Ugh! Sweet Celestia! the stench is just horrible” Rarity Wretched.
“Deal with it for just a bit longer, we almost got it off” Blackjack yelled back
“How can I deal with this!? You're peeling it’s Bucking skin off!” The Unicorn yelled with another retch in her tone
“What do I do with the guts dad?” Clover asked followed by the audible sound of Rarity vomiting.
“Throw them over there, and help me pull out the skull.”
The ponies winced and gagged, doing their best to ignore the thoughts of the gruesome images the fashionista was seeing, Flutter shy was the sickest of the group trying her best not to throw up from what she was hearing, sporadically moving in place as she covered her ears in a futile hope to block out the noise.
Trixie, sick of her spasming, decided to take action and with a poof of her magic stuffed the timid pegasis’ ears with multicolored cloth causing Fluttershy to hug the magician with appreciative tears in her eyes.
In the palace’s archives, Starlight and Sunburst were searching through various books of magic. Many guards were aiding in the search, with the blights curse they had to limit their use of magic and gather the books by hoof.
“There’s gotta be something here” Sunburst spoke as his eyes glided through the pages.
“You’d think a kingdom in the frozen North would have a whole section for cold prevention.” Starlight commented, tossing a book to the side.
“They probably have it in the library but,”
“But there's no way we’ll make it without freezing to death.” she finished with a sigh. “Let’s keep looking. ”
An hour later, Twilight and Shining had returned to the Foye to the sight of the ponies looking worse for wear, they all wore mixed expressions of sickness and trauma. 
“What’s wrong with every pony?” her question was met with every hoof pointed to the adjacent door. She looked confused for a moment just before the door slowly creaked open. Rarity sauntered out first with a scarred yet proud look in her eyes. The ponies were more surprised by the outfit she was wearing.
The outfit was reminiscent of the Russian fur coats complete with ushanka and boots, before speaking she took a big swig of a flask given to her by Blackjack “ Presenting, The latest fashion of Blight survival!” 
With a wave of her hoof the door burst open with a bright orange glow enveloping the room, there stood Blackjack and Clover highlighted by the glow of Blackjack's restored flame mantle, the entire room stared in shock and relief as the mantles' power had warmed the room by an additional 20 degrees. Blackjack wore a fur-collared leather trench coat with wolf skulls mounted on his shoulders, Fur lined steel toe boots, under his arm was a modified guard helmet with a yeti skull atop it. 
Clover’s was an upgrade to her bubble coat, but extended further down her legs and lined at the top and bottom with fur with the addition of heavily furred uggs and an Ushanka decorated with wolf teeth.
“Blackjack, what the…” Twilight was interrupted by Rarity floating a fur cloak over her friend 
Twilight could feel it the moment the fabric engulfed her, The chills and heavyweight of the curse faded from her body, her magical flow felt less tightened. All she could do was sigh in relief as she used her magic to help boost Luna's spell, warming the castle further.
“Woah, how’d you do that?” Shining asked, watching his sister’s display.
“The cloak weakened the blight's effect,” she exclaimed as she felt the fabric, many ponies watched in disbelief but couldn’t deny the proof before them.
“ We didn’t have enough for a full line so everypony will have to share for now” Rarity announced, floating a small stack of pelts before them.
The ponies quickly grabbed the cloaks, sharing in couples and even triples depending on the size their expressions could only be defined as relieved, for the first time in hours were they able to stop shaking.
“This is amazing, how did you know it would work?” Shining questioned donning a solo cloak.
“Creatures that live in the cold are often resistant to it, so wearing their pelts should have the same effects.” Blackjack explained reading the updated stats. 
Cloak of the Yeti
“ The skin pelts of the beasts of the Tundra”
50% Frost Resist
Acquired Skills: 
Skinning 2
Weaving 2
Acquired Title: Model
Frost Blight Lvl 1
Non Ice magic spells are 10% less effective
5% slowed movement
“We didn’t have enough material for anything better, we can at least go outside without the curse weighing us down too much.” Blackjack explained
“That’s fine because now we can rescue the frozen ponies at the gate and get more pelts as we go,” Shining responded as he turned to the ponies. “After that, we can lead a counter-attack and retrieve the Crystal Heart!”
The ponies cheered and began to mobilize, Twilight and Fluttershy brought two of the pelts to the bedridden princesses, Pinkie pie was in the kitchen baking up a storm for the impending thawed ponies. Blackjack and the rest had assembled a small squad of pelt-wearing ponies to venture outside.
“Alright, every creature listens up, even if we can resist the cold that doesn’t mean we shouldn't risk overexposure. First, we’ll sweep the immediate area for buried comrades and enemy corpses.” Shining addressed the troops. 
“ Group one led by Spike will focus on retrieval, sweeping the area for our comrades.” Spike nodded, donning his ceremonial armor with a small pelt wrapped around him.
“Group two led by Blackjack will focus on gathering the pelts and other materials for crafting.” Blackjack donned his helmet and moved towards the door
“And finally I’ll lead Group three to find the enemy's trail. We find them, we can prepare a counterattack.”
As the ponies mobilized, the green eyes of the tyrant gleaned from the shadows.
“Yes, arm yourselves my ponies,” he grinned. “ Everything is going according to plan” he silently chuckled as he faded back into the shadows.
Back in the royal chambers, The Princesses had regained consciousness and were warming themselves with some hot tea as Twilight updated them on the current situation.
“ And now they’ve gone out into the blizzard to rescue the frozen ponies and track the Yeti’s back to their lair.” Twilight finished before taking a sip of her tea.
“So he tore the flesh and bones off our enemies to create armor?” Celestia questioned, cautiously examining the pelt draped across her shoulders.
“While I find the act appalling, we can’t question the results” Luna spoke up as she donned her own cloak. “ This is warmer than wool and oddly comfortable.”
“I love it,” Cadence responded admiring herself in the mirror, “ soft, warm, and symbolic”
“Symbolic?” Twilight raised a confused brow
“Of what happens when you mess with the crystal empire.”Cadence grinned as the others shared a concerned look, her disturbing comment was only amplified at the sound of Flurry’s joyful giggles.
“And ponies think I'm frightening” Luna commented casually sipping her tea. “So what’s the next step?”
“After we get more ponies and pelts, Shining plans to launch a counter-attack to retrieve the crystal heart,” Twilight responded. “With the curse numbed and the enemy numbers reduced we should be able to take back the heart.”
Outside the city, Shining and his scouts searched through the dense white blanket of the tundra, the unicorns scanned across the empty area.
“Found anything yet, sergeant?” Shining asked, gazing out to the distance.
“ Only dead Yeti sir.” the pony saluted
“ Ugh, fine, let's drag them back and regroup.” Shining sighed as he turned and walked back towards the destroyed gate, before suddenly feeling a freezing chill on his hoof.
“What the?” he lifted his hoof instantly removing the freezing sensation, revealing a sheet of ice. 
Shining activated his horn, the spell glowed over the sheet and revealed its full shape, a large clawed footprint. His eyes went wide as he extended the spells range adding a luminescent spell to reveal them as they were found.
“Found you!” Shining grinned seeing the single set of footprints, the tracks lead from the empire and into the distant western mountains. “Now we can strike back.”
In the palace, Twilight has organized the recovery efforts. All frozen ponies were placed within the foyer and routinely thawed with magic, all those un-frozen were given a simple pelt cloak and sent to the dining hall for warm food and drinks to recover their stamina and maintain their body heat. Those who were wounded were sent to another room to be treated by the medics, The yetis however were moved to the palace's forge to be broken down into materials. 
Blackjack and Clover were hard at work extracting the materials from the yeti and wolves, Rarity had elected to join the blacksmiths in the forge preferring to not relive the horror from earlier. The restored temperature allowed the forges to burn at just over half their max heat, The clash of hammers echoed through the room. 
“We’re going to need a new design of armor to combat this cold, the usual guard armor won’t cut it.” one of the smiths suggested looking over a schematic for typical guard armor.
“The pelts should help but we’ll run out of them before we can outfit the whole force.”
“And the metal plates will get colder the longer the soldier is out there, I doubt the pelts will help with that.” another pointed out causing them to all look distraught. 
“ Excuse me,” Rarity said, approaching the table. “ We could line the inside of the armor with leather.”
“Leather? What’s that?” The smith asked, never hearing the odd word.
“It’s…a material made from a creature's skin.” Rarity answered, visually uncomfortable from her own suggestion. “It can keep the cold metal from affecting the wearer.”
The smith's eyes were wide with shock at the new information, but they knew in desperate times beggars can’t be choosers.
“It works similar to fabric so I and the other seamstress ponies should be able to help with this.” with a nod they went to work.
After regaining their strength the Princess’ used their magic to produce another barrier around the palace, with the temperature back to a stable climate the Blight had been purged from the palace interior. Twilight had rejoined the group and organized teams to produce and move the resources more efficiently.
“How’s everything going Twilight?” Cadence asked joining her sister-in-law on the balcony overseeing the foyer.
“We’ve gathered enough materials for the blight gear and rescued everypony frozen from the attack, after some food and rest everypony should be ready to fight '' The lavender alicorn responded keeping her eyes locked to her clipboard.
Suddenly the front doors whisked open with Shining armor entering with his squadron, seeing his family back to full strength he trotted up to the balcony kissing his wife before addressing the rest
“We found their trail, it leads into the western mountains,” Shining reported. “Once we’re ready we’ll send scouts ahead before marching out.”
“Well done Shining armor, I’m happy we’re recovering from this tragedy.” Celestia sighed with relief.
“We’re fortunate Blackjack found a way to fight the curse, barbaric as it is,” Luna added
“Let’s hope we don’t have to resort to these methods again.” Twilight nervously chuckled.
“Speaking of, where is Blackjack?” Shining asked
“After finishing the pelts he was supposed to help oversee the new armor production,” Twilight said, inspecting her schedule.
Back at the forge, all the blacksmiths were prevented from work as they were forced to witness the biggest challenge that all crafters suffer on group projects; creative differences.
“I’m telling you, engravings would benefit the aesthetic of the armor.” rarity yelled stamping her hoof
“And, I’m telling you that it gives no tactical advantage whatsoever, Spikes are good-looking and functional,” Blackjack argued.
“Spikes would make them look like an army of barbarians!” Rarity retorted
“Barbarians are cool!”
The argument continued to move back and forth until a smith spoke up.
“Um, shouldn’t we prioritize protection and cold resistance?” His sudden comment stopped the heated exchange, causing both creatives to awkwardly look back at each other.
“Ahem, Indeed,” Rarity elegantly flipped her hair and switched to a blank schematic page. “So Blackjack, what do you think would help keep ponies safe in the cold battle.”
“Right, well instead of heavy plate mail we could make brigandines.”
“Brigandines?” Rarity tilted her head in confusion.
“They're light armor made from heavy cloth and leather. If we pad it right it should be warm enough to resist the blight,” he responded sketching a turnaround concept of the armor.
“Interesting, we could also line them with studs to provide a little glamor and protection.” rarity added her idea to the schematic.
“Great, but we’ll still need more protection, what if we rearrange the plates to entirely cover the top of the pony and sides of the pony.”
“Magnifique, we could use leather to pad the legs so we’ll only need light plates for the grieves.”
As the two continued their creative symmetry the smiths slowly disbanded and went to work crafting the new armor, only checking back in to peek at any updates made, the most recent being a replacement for the traditional roman design of the guard helmet to a more compact closed helm design with variations to compensate a unicorn's horn.
Up in the War room, the Royals were going over the map of the empire, Shining used his magic to mark the yeti’s path back to the mountains.
“Looks like they're held up here, it’s the only region with enough space and caverns to house them.” 
“Agreed, we should send pegasi at moonrise, they’ll be able to hide amongst the clouds and report on any defenses the yeti might have.  Luna commented on moving pegasus figures into place.
“When Blackjack's done with armor production, I’d like him to help in the assault” Celestia comments to all but twilight's surprise.
“Why would we need him to help with the assault auntie?” Cadence asked.
“ His use of dark magic makes him dangerous,” Celestia responded by creating a humanoid figure from a crystal and placing it on the board. “We can fight fire with fire.” The rest nodded in agreement.
“Oh great, you're all here,” Trixie spoke up from the side
Everypony jumped in surprise at the unicorns' sudden appearance. She was sporting her winter gear upgraded with a fur lining within her cloak and yeti fangs mounted along the base of her hat, beneath her cloak was one of the rarity’s trademark coats and boots.
“Trixie! Where’d you come from?” Twilight asked, visually confused.
“The door” Trixie pointed to the entrance with extremely confused guards looking back and forth at her and the door.
“W-well what are you doing here?”
“Master Blackjack asked me to bring you to the throne room, he and Rarity have something to show you.” she turned and trotted to the door, her hoof steps were noticeably quiet compared to the others as they all exited, with the guards closing it behind them.
“Ok seriously, how the Buck did she get in here!” the guard shakingly asked his partner
“I don’t know, I didn't hear the door open.”
Trixie escorted the royals down the crystalline halls of the palace.“Where is everypony?” Luna asked, noticing the distinct lack of guards.
“Starlight and Sunburst went to the library to find a backup way to remove the curse, Everyone who’s not recovering is waiting for you in the throne room.” Trixie responded with a smile.”
“Everyone?” Twilight asked but before receiving her answer they arrived at the grand doors of the throne room. Upon reaching the door, Trixie knocked three times before stepping to the side. 
The doors slowly creaked open and the princesses were greeted with an amazing sight. Before them, stood a company of guards lined up on opposite sides of the room all clad in their new armor colored to mark their faction. The solar guards work their traditional gold with orange brigandines, the lunar guards wear dark gray with lavender brigandines, but the most drastic change was the Crystal guards, their once luminous light crystalline armor had been replaced by a dark amethyst color with a distinct black brigandine.
“Woah.” Shining couldn’t help but utter as they walked toward the throne. As they approached he witnessed the four crystal captains all equipped in a special amethyst armor lined with gold trim and cloaks, as well as the mane six, Blackjack, and the Dragons standing at the sides of the throne.
“Nice right?” Flare commented.
“Yeah, I’m jealous,” Shining responded looking admiring his subordinates' new uniform.
“Don’t be, your’s is way cooler” Blackjack spoke up, igniting his magic and poofing in a mannequin bearing a new black and amethyst armor accented in gold trim atop a crimson brigandine with yellow lining and golden studs and covered by an amethyst fur-collared cap with the crystal sigil weaved into it. 
Shinings eyes went wide with amazement, the armor was something straight out of his embarrassing teenage dreams. 
“Well don’t just stare, try it on.” Blackjack chuckled as the nearby guards approached to apply the armor to their prince, once applied they moved aside to show all the prince’s new armor.
“Impressive” Luna commented.
“Amazing” Twilight followed. 
“Hot” Cadance added with half-lidded eyes at her newly geared husband, causing him to give a blushed grin.
“Definitely our best work.” Rarity nodded hoof bumping Blackjack.
Celestia smiled at the sight, it was a breath of fresh air to see them safe after the devastating loss. “I’m overjoyed to see everyone here, safe and healthy,” she spoke up, gaining the attention of all. “ I know we’ve all had to endure a great hardship over these last few hours, but we’ve managed to pull through and rise again.”
“Now that we’ve bested this curse we can strike back and retrieve the crystal heart.” Luna joined in standing aside her sister.
“We’ve tracked the horde to the eastern mountains, we’ll march out at moonrise. So rest up and prepare for our counterattack.” Shining added.
“We’ll show these beasts what happens when you mess with the crystal empire!” Cadence yelled stood next to her husband as she raised her hoof, her tenacious sentence was met with the thunderous cheers of everyone in the room.
After the announcement, the soldiers exited the room with renewed confidence, many conversing about their new armor leaving only the royals, mane six, and wildcards. 
“Great speech,” Blackjack nodded, impressed with the royal's charisma. “Even riled me up for a fight.”
“I hope so because we’ll need you out there too.” Shining looked at the human with a calm yet nervous look.
“Seriously?” Blackjack responded nervously surprised
“Your skill with dark magic would be of great help, and you're the only one who can resist the ice damage of the Yeti Lord,” Celestia spoke next, approaching the human.
“You two seemed to handle it well enough,” Blackjack responded.
“Yes, but we aren’t very good hoof to hoof fighters,” Cadence responded, her ears flopping down in shame. “ We were able to do that much because it was three on one.
“We wouldn’t ask if we didn’t need you Blackjack,” Twilight spoke up, approaching the nervous human. “ I’m sorry to ask this of you, but please help us get the crystal heart back.” looking up at the human, her eyes were full of a sympathetic but scared look.
“ What should I do? They really seem to need me but I..” Blackjack's thought was interrupted by the Clover's small hand taking his.
“Dad it’s ok to be scared, we all are.” she looked up at him with a small warm smile. “But I still want to fight.”
Blackjack couldn’t help but chuckle at the girl's sweet yet impulsive comment. He knelt down and rested his head against hers. “I know you do, but I'm not gonna let you fight alone, what kind of parent would I be?”
He stood up taking a deep breath before putting on his most confident-looking face. “Alright, I’m in.”
“I am too!” Trixie blurted out trotting next to her master. “I’m gonna show every pony the brand new great and powerful Trrrixie!” she boasted about flipping her cape prompting everyone to laugh, normally Trixie would be insulted, but after the hard day they’ve had she was just happy to see everyone smile.
“Alright everyone, I say we get some rest. We’ll need to for tonight.” Shining stretched before he was seized by the luminous magic of his wife. 
“Not so fast Brave Knight, your Princess has much to discuss before we turn in,” she spoke with half-lidded eyes dragging him out the room with a Trott, prompting twilight to smile while rolling her eyes.
“I’ll go check on Starlight and Sunburst burst, maybe they found something we could use.”
“I’ll go with you, that way I can show off my new outfit to starlight” Trixie exclaimed following the lavender Alicorn out the door.
“Alright then, We’ll all meet in the war room in a few hours,” Celestia announced everyone's agreement before the room was cleared.
Upon the Doors closing, the room darkened as the shadows moved from across the room and amassed onto the throne, Sombra manifested himself seated upon the Crystal throne with a devious grin.
“Hehehe. Let the games begin.” The unicorn chuckled, leaning back into his soon-to-be throne.
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