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		1 New World



Jonathan ‘JP’ Paine was a normal human before meeting the Merchant. After purchasing a pair of .38 caliber pistols, shoulder and thigh holsters; he strapped them on under his vest, before replacing his trench coat. 
“Hm. New attire for a character; that's unexpected. You might have altered your character in unexpected ways. You'll have to figure out how on your own,” the merchant mused
With that complete, the Merchant sent him to an anthro version of Equestria right into the Everfree Forest. 
● EQUESTRIA ●
“You're finished, Nightmare Moon,” Twilight said, as her friends nodded
“Do you really think a group of puny meisters can defeat me,” Nightmare Moon taunted “I bet your souls taste delicious.”
"Of course we can. We have the power of friendship,” the girls said in unison 
The group proceeded to use the Elements of Harmony to defeat Nightmare Moon, and return Luna to normal. In the process, the strain on the Elements to remove Nightmare Moon caused their destruction. Afterwards, they were joined by another guest.
“Dear sister, you have returned,” Celestia said hugging Luna “The kishin changed you so much.”
“Sister? Kishin? What are you talking about,” Rainbow Dash asked skeptically 
“Explanations can wait until later. Right now, I'd like to get Luna home,” Celestia replied
The next morning JP was startled by splashing in the nearby pond. Looking over to see the visitor, he found himself staring at a black cat with a pointed hat that seemed familiar. 
“Hey, Kid,” the cat said
“Who are you?”
“I'm Blair; a Displaced like yourself. Do you remember anything before entering Equestria,” Blair asked
“Just that I bought a few items from the Merchant. As to names; just call me ‘Death the Kid’. I don’t remember my old name.”
“Neither do I. You're going to need to get your own weapon partners. I know two that might work,” Blair replied
“Now that I think about it; there are a couple things I remember.”
“What's that,” Blair asked
“The merchant mentioned something about altering my character in different ways; whatever that means.”
“And the other,” she added
“I never watched ‘My Little Pony’. I know absolutely nothing about this world.”
“I could help you with that. Right now; we're in the Everfree Forest. Nearby is the town of Ponyville and the rulers of the world live in a place called Canterlot,” she explained 
“Just how long have you been here for?”
“About a month,” was the response 
“Shit. I sense something nearby.”
After saying that, a figure launched itself at Kid with the intent of assaulting him. Kid barely had the wherewithal to get his hands up to defend himself before launching a return kick to the ribs that caused his attacker to retreat.
“What the hell was that,” Kid asked
“You're a Grim Reaper, aren't you? Shouldn't you recognize a kishin,” Blair asked jokingly
“Not when I don't even know the extent of my abilities.”
● CELESTIA & LUNA ●
Celestia decided to use her Soul Perception to check on her citizens and spotted an anomaly that stood out. The soul in question was almost as powerful as hers; but was similar to an old friend from another realm.
“Sister? What's wrong,” Luna asked
“A strange soul just arrived. I'm going to meet its owner,” Celestia replied
“Perhaps you should wait a day. Let them get adjusted to Equestria before you visit,” Luna suggested 
“You're right,” Celestia said with a sigh
● KID & BLAIR ●
“You mentioned a couple that might be able to help me,” Kid commented
“Cloud Chaser and Flitter. Twin pegasi,” Blair answered “Let's go. I'll introduce you.”
With Blair leading, the two left the forest and headed out and into Ponyville before stopping at a house occupied by a pair of twins that differed in hairstyle. Kid suspected these to be the ponies in question.
“Blair; who's your friend,” one of the twins asked
“Allow me to apologize for my sister's rudeness. My name is Cloud Chaser and that is my sister Flitter,” Cloud Chaser said
“Greetings. My name is Death the Kid. You can call me ‘Kid’ for short,” he said with a bow
“What's with the bulge under your jacket,” Flitter asked
“I'll show you.”
“Why don't you two come in,” Cloud Chaser asked
As Kid and Blair walked inside; he calmly unbuttoned his black vest and removed the pistols. The sisters picked them up and started examining them.
“What exactly are these,” Flitter asked
“Pistols. A type of weapon that fires projectiles.”
“I just heard something moving outside. That doesn't look good,” Chaser replied
“I'll try to get rid of it.”
The kishin from earlier came back for revenge. Kid was sent flying back about twenty feet into a building, while Blair took charge.
“Chaser, Flitter; do me a favor. See that lever where your index finger is? Pull that back towards you,” Blair directed 
The girls did as instructed and were surprised when two blasts hit their target and managed to destroy it. In the process of doing so, they managed to resonate, causing the guns to be absorbed into them.
“Kid; are you alright,” Blair asked
“Peachy. I've heard the saying about hitting the midmorning wall, but this is ridiculous,” Kid replied, pulling himself out 
“What's that thing over there,” Chaser asked
“That is a kishin egg. It's yours to take,” Kid said as Cloud Caser reluctantly swallowed the soul
“What happened to the objects you gave us,” Flitter asked 
“Allow me to answer that. You resonated; or bonded with those pistols. In another way, the two of you ARE the pistols,” Blair explained 
“Well, I speak for my sister and I when I ask one question. What now,” Cloud Chaser asked
“With your permission, I'd like to ask the two of you to become my weapon partners,” JP asked
“Yes. We agree,” Flitter replied "Besides; your weapons are bonded with us."
“Well, you're probably going to need somewhere to stay. We have a room that my ex-boyfriend Thunderlane used to stay in,” Cloud Chaser added
“Thank you both very much for your hospitality,” Kid said bowing 
“You don't have to bow to us,” Flitter replied
“Sorry. Force of habit.”
After spending the first night in Equestria, Kid was glad to have a place to stay, and hoped to be one of its protectors.
● CELESTIA & LUNA ●
“Luna; could you take over duties for the day? I'm going to take a chariot to Ponyville to see a few people, including our new guest,” Celestia said
“Of course, sister. I'm guessing Twilight and the others are first,” Luna replied, as Celestia nodded
● CELESTIA & MANE-SIX ●
“Princess Celestia! What are you doing here,” Twilight asked curiously
“I came to see a few people, but stopped by to explain some things to you and your friends here,” Celestia said
“What did you need to explain, Princess Celestia,” Rarity asked
“I came here informally. You don’t need to address me with a title,” Celestia replied
“How's about what you said yesterday. Something about kishins; whatever they are,” Rainbow Dash asked
“Kishins are the souls of those that have been corrupted. It is the job of meisters and weapons to destroy them and collect their souls. That is the purpose of the Death Weapon Meister Academy. My school was actually suggested by an old friend,” Celestia explained
“I'm afraid to tell you that the Elements of Harmony have been destroyed,” Twilight said
“They served their purpose. By the way; Rainbow Dash, Applejack and Pinkie, the three of you are weapons,” Celestia replied
“I'm guessing that means the rest of us are meisters,” Fluttershy asked
“Indeed,” Celestia confirmed
“Who is your friend that suggested the school,” Applejack asked
“The Grim Reaper; Lord Death,” Celestia replied
“You mean that figure that wields a scythe,” Twilight asked
“The very same. Quite some time ago; we agreed to set up a branch here, but only now am I officially opening it. There have been reports of witches over the years, but none of them have been identified,” Celestia said
“What's a witch? Are they covered in warts with green skin and wear black pointy hats,” Pinkie asked
“Nothing like that. Witches have strong magic and are able to use the ability of Soul Protect.”
“Can't you use Soul Perception to find them,” Twilight asked
“Not when they hide in plain sight. Right; princess,” Dash replied as Celestia nodded
“How'd you know that,” Fluttershy asked 
“I'm not that stupid. I actually pay attention,” Dash retorted
“I'd like to officially invite you all to attend the DWMA. It is held in Canterlot Castle. You'd be staying in one of the abandoned houses in Canterlot,” Celestia said
“Are my parents still there,” a scared Twilight asked
“They are. In fact, they're the only ones to stay. Send me a message if you need time to discuss this.”
“We'll do it,” they said together
“Very well. I'll see you girls at the academy in two weeks. I'm going to see to my other group,” Celestia said departing
“Wait. I do have something I'd like to know before you go. What happened with your sister,” Twilight asked quickly 
It started over a thousand years ago. We were hunting down a kishin when Luna took off alone. When I caught up to her, she was eating a normal pony soul,” Celestia explained
“She killed an innocent pony,” Fluttershy asked
"Unfortunately yes. It was the guilt of killing the pony that drove her to become a kishin. I was forced to banish her to the moon,” Celestia finished 
“I hope we really did free her from the kishin,” Rarity commented
● DEATH the KID ●
After finishing their breakfast of pancakes, the group was startled by a knock at the door. 
“Princess Celestia? N-n-nice to see you,” a stuttering Cloud Chaser said
“Would the four of you be so kind as to follow me? There are some things that need to be discussed in private,” Celestia asked
Reluctantly, they boarded the nearby carriage and were flown to the castle. Once there, Kid was surprised to see such architecture. As they entered the throne room, another female was waiting for them.
“Luna, let's head to the library. There's someone that ought to join us,” Celestia said vaguely 
The princesses led everyone down the hall to a library that contained a fireplace with a ceiling-length mirror on the opposite wall. Everyone grabbed a chair while Celestia approached the mirror.
“42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door,” Celestia recited
The reflection of the room suddenly changed to that of a light blue room with crosses scattered around and an archway of guillotines as an entrance. Standing in the center of the room was a tall black figure with a white face or mask that featured a round upper followed by three points at the bottom and two black eye holes.
“Celestia, Luna; long time no see. You look like my son, but Kid is standing here. And I see you have the Lines of Sanzu complete. Sorry for my rudeness, I am Lord Death, the Grim Reaper,” he said cheerfully 
“I do see a resemblance between us. Those must be your weapon partners there. Have you found out your abilities yet,” Death the Kid asked standing next to his father “By the way; nice trench coat.”
“Actually, no. All I can remember is buying my .38 caliber pistols, the shoulder and thigh holsters from the Merchant before I ended up here,” Kid replied “The jacket was my personal touch to differentiate us.”
“Same here. I bought a plush of Blair's cat form from the Merchant and ended up here,” Blair added
“I know the Merchant you speak of. He is a being that can sometimes grant second chances to others, while forcing others against their will,” Lord Death explained
“Death; do you mind sending over a few Death Scythes to assist with the academy,” Celestia asked
“Of course. Professor Stein, one of the other Death Scythes and another weapon that deserves a second chance,” Death replied
“Father; if it's alright to call you that, make sure Stein doesn't experiment on anyone here,” Kid asked
“I promise not to experiment on anyone,” Dr. Franken Stein said turning the giant screw in his head
“Who's the Death Scythe?”
“Justin Law. He should be back soon. I'll send the three to you as soon as I can,” Death answered
“Thank you very much, Death. It's been a pleasure,” Celestia said before Lord Death Disappeared “Kid; I'd like to formally invite you to the DWMA along with your weapons, Cloud Chaser and Flitter.”
“My sister and I will see you there,” Chaser said 
“Same here. When does class start,” Kid asked
“We start in two weeks,” Celestia replied
“Just out of curiosity; is there any meat eaten here?”
“We do have meat on occasion. You'll find eggs are plentiful, here in Equestria,” Celestia said “Fish is also extremely commonplace.”
“One more thing before we leave. Do you know a tailor and shoemaker I could visit?”
“You'll want to visit Rarity at the Carousel Boutique for clothing,” Cloud Chaser said
“And Shoe Shine should be able to make you another pair,” Flitter added
“Before you leave, I'd like to give you this,” Luna said handing Kid a bag
“Normally, we wouldn't do this; but inside is 1,000 bits for you to use. We just ask you not to tell anyone about that,” Celestia added
“I promise. Thank you very much.”
Once the group returned to Ponyville, Kid made a pit stop at the house to drop off his shoulder and thigh holsters before immediately heading over to the boutique to see the owner.
“Hello and welcome to Carousel Boutique. I'm Rarity and what can I do for you,” she said as Kid headed inside 
“Nice to meet you. My name is Death the Kid. I'd like to get a couple of outfits made.”
“I so hate to be rude, but do you mind if I just called you ‘Kid’? What kind of outfits were you wanting to get made,” Rarity asked
“Go ahead on calling me ‘Kid’. As for the clothes, I wanted to have two similar outfits made to what I'm wearing. One in khaki while the other would be in white, being designed for cold weather.”
“Of course, Kid. I’m going to need you to change into these for right now,” Rarity said motioning to a shirt and pants next to her
Kid grabbed the clothes and headed behind the divider and stripped. As he put on the new clothes, they were surprisingly comfortable and loose fitting.
“It will take me a little while to have the designs drawn up for both outfits and a few days to have them finished. This will be a challenge to replicate your jacket,” Rarity explained “Go ahead and keep those clothes. They seem to fit you pretty well.”
“Thank you very much for this,” Kid said with a bow
Upon leaving, he headed to the shoe shop next door to get a couple new pairs made.
“If you're looking to get shoes made, I'm the pony for the job. Name’s Shoe Shine,” the owner said
“I know my feet are much different than yours, but I was hoping you could make a couple different pairs of shoes for me.”
“Here's some paper for you to use so you could draw out the design you'd like,” Shoe Shine said
Kid proceeded to draw out in exact detail the kind of heavy-duty boots he was hoping to have made. A second drawing was made for a pair of casual shoes to wear.
“This pair should be pretty simple to make. In fact, I should be done in a day or so. These boots are certainly going to be complicated. To ensure a proper fit for both, you're going to have to remove your shoes,” Shoe Shine explained 
As Kid did as he was told, Shoe Shine was able to get the shape of the feet and the proper height to make sure they were to Kid’s liking.
“How do you want these boots fastened,” Shine asked
“Laces on both, if you don't mind.”
“I'll notify you in a week or so when they are finished so you can pay,” Shoe Shine said
“Thank you very much.”
“Kid, I've finished with the initial outline of your new clothes. I thought you'd like these back,” Rarity said handing him his folded up clothes “For your white jacket, what kind of fasteners would you like?”
“Heavy-duty buckles, if you have them, please.”
“I do have something close to it. As for making it for cold weather, that's going to be a surprise,” Rarity answered
“So; you've gotten your errands done,” Cloud Chaser commented as he nodded “Getting hungry?”
“As a matter of fact,” Kid replied as his stomach growled “I am.”
“To Sugercube Corner,” Flitter said cheerfully “Our treat. Come on, Blair.”
Rarity noticed the black cat trailing the girls transform into a buxom female and seemed surprised.
“Rarity? You alright,” Chaser asked
“Pardon me; but not counting the princesses, you have the biggest breasts I've seen,” Rarity said quickly, before realizing what she said as she clamped a hand over her mouth
“Thank you. I'm Blair by the way,” she said “Kid, I'll return your clothes for you and meet you at the bakery afterwards.”
With the twins leading, the three headed over to the bakery while Blair would meet them momentarily. Once inside, Kid was surprised by the amount of desserts there and was immediately met by a pink pony who had his head between her breasts as she hugged him tightly.
“Who are you? I'm Pinkie Pie,” she said
“Can't breathe,” Kid gasped
“Oh sorry,” Pinkie said releasing the hug
“Name's Death the Kid.”
“So, what can I get you,” Pinkie asked, changing the subject 
“Our usual,” Flitter replied
“Alright, I have an order for two oat muffins. What about you Kid,” Pinkie asked
“May I get a chocolate chip muffin, please.”
“Anything to drink,” Pinkie added
“Milk please,” Kid replied
“Juice for us,” Chaser said
“You got it. Here's the muffins and drinks,” Pinkie said returning with a tray a few moments later
“Hey, what about me,” Blair asked
“Of course. What do you want,” Flitter asked
“Whatever Kid's having,” Blair replied 
“Alright. Chocolate chip muffin and milk,” Pinkie said already bringing a tray
“After we eat, could you direct me to the library,” Kid asked
“Just down the street. You can't miss the treehouse,” Chaser replied
Once Flitter paid the 25 bits for their meal, Kid and Blair headed to the library.
“I'm here to make sure nothing happens,” Blair whispered 
“Welcome to Golden Oak Library. My name is Twilight Sparkle, student of Princess Celestia. Who are the two of you,” Twilight asked
“I'm Blair and this is Death the Kid,” Blair said casually
“What exactly are you as it's obvious you're not ponies,” Twilight asked
“Do you mind if we entered properly before bombarding us with questions,” Kid asked curiously
“Of course. Take a seat on the couch,” Twilight said cheerfully 
As the two headed inside, Twilight decided to continue her questioning.
“Back to my previous question; what exactly are you,” Twilight reiterated 
“Originally we were humans. A being known only as the Merchant sent us here after buying an object related to a particular character,” Kid explained
“The only problem we have, is that we can't recall anything about our old lives,” Blair added
“Kid; is your father really the Grim Reaper,” Twilight asked directly 
“As I have adopted the character of ‘Death the Kid’ as my own; yes Lord Death is my father.”
“I thought so. Using my Soul Perception; I can tell that your soul is much different than others. I wanted to confirm it,” Twilight said with a sigh
“Do you happen to have any history books, by any chance?”
“I do, but I'd like to ask you both something. Do you mind if I examined you for science,” Twilight replied
“What kind of examination,” Blair asked
“I wanted to see how different your bodies are to ours,” Twilight said sheepishly 
“Well basic anatomy is the same. Females have breasts and the same lower regions. Our only difference is we wear clothes as per human logic; while you don't,” Blair explained 
“We also have feet instead of hooves, but other than that; we're pretty similar,” Kid finished 
“The third cabinet, second shelf from the bottom contains history books. It's arranged by subject,” Twilight replied
“Thank you very much.”
“Do you happen to have anything on cats,” Blair asked curiously 
“Why do you want that,” Twilight asked as Blair casually transformed 
“This is why. Meow,” Blair said before changing back
“Would you like something to drink,” Twilight asked
“Water, if you don't mind.”
“Same. I  had milk earlier,” Blair replied 
Twilight returned moments later, only to find Kid was on his fifth book out of the entire cabinet. About an hour later, the entire collection of history books was finished to Twilight’s surprise.
“How did you manage to do that? Normally it takes me at least a couple days to read that much,” a shocked Twilight asked
“I'm able to absorb information easily. Besides, I prefer to know as much about an area as I can. If I used my Soul Perception, I might be able to find long range problems.”
“I'm guessing you're attending the academy then,” Twilight asked
“Yes. My weapon partners will be joining me. Blair left?”
“Yeah, you were so into the books you couldn't hear telling you,” Twilight replied
“Thank you for the hospitality.”
Kid realized it was much later than he thought and headed home. The twins were sitting on the couch and apparently fell asleep. 
“Hey Kid. You've finally pulled your head out of the books,” Blair said shaking her hips seductively 
Kid calmly left the room and headed to the back. Moments later, he returned holding the trench coat, which was thrown at Blair.
“Cover yourself up, please. I don't need to see your private bits,” Kid said as she stuck her tongue out in response
“You didn't care about the others,” she argued
“You said it earlier, though. We wear clothes being human, originally. Besides, you don't see anyone's privates.”
“That's because we're wearing specifically designed underwear,” Cloud Chaser replied “It covers us enough. We do still wear clothes, though.”
“Sorry about any rudeness,” Kid said apologetically 
“No apology necessary. You didn't know,” Flitter added
● CELESTIA ●
The doors to the throne room opened and allowed the last person Celestia hoped to see; the head of the Equestria Education Counsel, Vladimir Neighsay.
“Vladimir; what can I do for you,” Celestia asked
“It's Chancellor Neighsay to you, Princess. I have on good authority you are planning on creating a school,” Neighsay replied coldly
“I am. I have a few teachers arriving soon,” Celestia said
“Well, I will have to keep an eye on you to make sure no rules are being broken,” he said sarcastically 
“Is that all? I have an important meeting to attend,” Celestia asked
After Neighsay left in a huff, Luna decided to voice her opinion to her older sister.
“I have a bad feeling about him. There's just something I can't grasp,” Luna said
“I actually agree. He has a power that doesn't feel normal. Hopefully Kid feels the same way,” Celestia replied
“How can you trust him so easily? You saw for yourself the actual son of Lord Death. He admitted to being sent here,” Luna asked
“I am aware of that fact. Perhaps his knowledge wouldn't be bad to utilize, and he could give an unbiased opinion on a person.”
“Well, we should go. Death did want to talk to us,” Luna said
Both princesses headed to their private library, making sure they weren't followed. Once inside the room, Celestia made sure to magically lock the door and soundproof it, to prevent unwanted eavesdropping.
“42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door,” Luna recited 
“Hiya, hiya,” Lord Death said cheerfully “What's up?”
“We have a problem. It seems there is a witch close to us,” Celestia said
“Are you sure? This is a serious allegation,” Death replied
“I'm not entirely sure, but I was hoping Kid would be able to help,” Celestia replied
“I'm sure my other-world son should be able to help. He might have abilities that my son doesn't,” Death said 
“With classes starting in two weeks; when would you be able to send over the instructors,” Luna asked
“Justin should be returning within the next day. I received an update from him. The other weapon poses a challenge as he did technically die and I promised to give him a new body after he returns here,” Death explained “It will definitely be before your academy starts in two weeks.”
“Thank you, old friend,” Celestia said before he departed
“I received word that the other groups are sending over a delegate to attend class. Rutherford is sending over his daughter, Yona. Grandpa Gruff has his nephew Gallus. Thorax is sending his daughter Ocellus. Queen Ember plans on bringing her daughter, Solder. Even Queen Novo is sending Silverstream here,” Luna said
“I believe a pony by the name of Sandbar is supposed to be their guide.”
“Are you sure Vlad’s a witch? What proof do you have,” Luna asked
“Honestly, at this point I'm not entirely sure. How did he know that I was creating the academy,” Celestia asked
“Perhaps he has a spy reporting back to him? There are too many residents in the castle to question them all,” Luna replied
“Then we speak nothing about our plans. Only those Death brings over and Kid will know anything. Hopefully by taking such measures can we change what information he gets.”
“Agreed,” Luna decided 
● NEIGHSAY ●
“How dare she attempt to open a school without my permission!?”
“Even the princesses’ education must be overseen by you (us),” a counsel member replied
“I wonder if they'll ever figure out that I have a spy in their midst in the castle that's my slave? Same goes for the rest of you,” Neighsay asked rhetorically
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One week later, Rarity notified Kid that she was finished with the outfits he requested. A surprise in the way of a second black suit was made as she figured he would need it.
“These are amazing! Thank you so very much,” Kid said happily
“You are very welcome. With the assistance from a friend of mine that helps animals out; I was able to fill your vest and jacket with leftover feathers from those that didn't need them. I also used stuffing in there as well to help keep you warm along with four heavy-duty buckles and a zipper to close your jacket,” Rarity explained 
“Out of curiosity, how much would I owe you for the work?”
“You do not owe me anything for these. I always make at least one item for a client for free. And don't worry; there is plenty of business,” she said reassuringly “Shoe Shine wanted me to inform you that he also finished his work.”
“That’s good to know.”
Rarity allowed him to leave the clothes there while he headed next door.
“Ah, a pleasure to see you again. These are the shoes you asked for,” Shoe Shine said “The total will be 50 bits.”
“Thank you very much for these.”
Kid casually removed the money and made his purchase. Once that was complete; he decided to try on the shoes. The pair of casual shoes were black and light gray, while the boots were solid black. With the boots, he first tucked his pant legs into the boots as he would do with the white and khaki outfits. Both were to his liking and he decided to keep the boots on when he retrieved the clothes.
“Those look good on you. Very practical,” Rarity said admiring Shoe Shine’s work
“I figured these would help in cold or desert areas.”
Rarity insisted on carrying his shoe boxes while Kid had the clothing. Once they reached the house, Blair brought the shoes in as Rarity returned to the boutique to continue her work. 
“Those look good. So, boots for harsh conditions and the others for everyday use? And let me guess; white for the snow and khaki for something else,” Blair asked
“The khaki is for desert areas. I figured it would be best. Rarity also made a second black outfit for me.”
“I agree with Blair. Rarity is known for creating beautiful outfits and these certainly are an example of that,” Cloud Chaser replied
“A message arrived earlier for us,” Flitter said handing him a scroll
‘Kid, we would like you and your friends to be at the castle tomorrow. Our instructors will be arriving and we would like you to greet them,
Princess Celestia’
“I'll grab my clothes and we'll head there now. Better to be early than late.”
“Here, you might need this,” Flutter said handing him a bag
“Thanks.”
Kid carefully folded his second black outfit and placed that in the bag along with the casual clothes and shoes. He also decided to leave the shoulder holster behind and keep the others.
“You're not bringing the other outfits,” Flitter asked
“No, I'll leave those here. Before we go on a mission, we'll return here.”
“Very well. It does make sense,” Chaser said
After packing, the four headed to the train for their trip to the castle. An hour later, they arrived and were greeted by Celestia, followed by Twilight and three others he didn't know.
“I see you're like me, Kid,” Twilight replied “Wanting to arrive earlier than necessary.”
“If you'll follow me, I'll direct you to potential living quarters,” Celestia said
She directed everyone into the mostly-abandoned city to fine a place to stay. Looking around, Blair found one that seemed modest and contained four bedrooms amongst other amenities.
“I take it, that the four of you are fond of that house,” Celestia asked
“Yes,” Kid and the others said 
“We'll put up a marker letting the others know of its occupants. Twilight; you know where your family lives,” Luna said, creating a sign
“The rest of us will probably take one of the bigger residences,” Rarity said as the others nodded
“And our delegates will be directed to a similar house. It's a shame that most everyone left,” Luna replied 
“Why'd they leave,” a blue pegasus asked “Name's Rainbow Dash. The orange one is Applejack and the yellow is Fluttershy.”
“Stubbornness. They threatened to leave if we carried on with the academy,” Celestia explained
A portal opened up and a trio of people came out. The first was a male with silver hair and a giant screw sticking out his head, sitting on a rolling office chair. Secondly, a male with light brown hair arrived with a giant glove covering one arm. The final member was a blond male.
“GREETINGS EVERYONE! MY NAME IS JUSTIN LAW,” the blond said rather loudly, causing everyone to cover their ears
“YOU DARE USE THE ROYAL CANTERLOT VOICE AGAINST US,” Luna roared in response 
“Luna, calm down. He's wearing earphones,” Kid said “Girls; a little help?”
The girls transformed into weapon form as Kid calmly raised them. Without warning, they were fired at Justin, seemingly missing their target.
“You missed,” a shocked Dash asked
“You shot my earphones,” Justin said sadly
“Oops. Sorry. My fingers slipped,” Kid deadpanned
“Who the buck are you,” Dash demanded, pointing at the three newcomers 
“Death's greatest meister; Dr. Franken Stein. Death Scythe Justin Law; “the Guillotine”. And the “Chainsaw Madman”; Giriko,” Kid said introducing everyone “Giriko; aren't you supposed to be dead?”
“Who exactly are you? You look like Death the Kid, but I saw him before I left,” Stein asked
“I actually don't remember my old name. Last I remember, as does Blair; we went to a convention and were sent here by a being known as the Merchant. Since I dressed as Kid, I started calling myself that.”
“Yeah, technically I was dead. Death offered me a chance to return with the guarantee of another body upon my return to Death City,” Giriko replied 
“So; are you currently alive,” Twilight asked
“As long as I am here. So; I'm going to be a teacher,” Giriko replied
“If you both don't mind, I'll teach classes. The two of you can help with combat training,” Stein suggested “Do you mind introducing yourselves?”
“I'm Princess Celestia and this is my sister Luna. To my left is my student Twilight Sparkle and her friends: Rarity, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy, Applejack and Pinkie Pie,” Celestia said motioning to everyone 
“As I mentioned previously, Blair is a Displaced like myself. And these are my weapon partners, Cloud Chaser and Flitter.”
“Nice to meet everyone. I have an important question. Where are we going to stay,” Justin asked
“The three of you will be staying in the castle. The students will be staying here,” Celestia replied
“Princess Celestia, do you mind if I tried something,” Stein asked
“Not at all. What do you wish to try,” Celestia replied
“I'd like to see your soul,” he replied, putting a hand on her chest “That's odd, I can't sense it.”
“Canterlot. Her soul protects the entire area; similar to father protecting Death City.”
“You're right. I didn't think about that,” Stein said
After introductions were made, everyone headed inside to the dining room for a dinner of soup and sandwiches. The staff thought it would be best to provide a simple meal, as they didn't know their eating habits. Later that night, the students departed to their respective homes.
“It's a shame this was abandoned,” Blair commented 
“It really is. At least housing is taken care of,” Kid said
● MANE-SIX (FIVE) ●
“This is great. Plenty of room to stretch my wings,” Dash said
“We're guests in this house. Show some respect, darling,” Rarity said
“I agree. This may be abandoned, but it's not ours to run wild in,” Applejack added
“I wish Twilight was with us,” Fluttershy said
“Well, I'll hold off on throwing any parties until school starts,” Pinkie said cheerfully 
“No cannons in the house,” Rarity, AJ and Dash said simultaneously 
“Okie-dokie-Loki,” Pinkie replied
● TWILIGHT SPARKLE ●
“Mom, dad; it's good to be home,” Twilight said
“What made you stay here with us,” Night Light asked
“I haven't seen my parents in so long. Besides, I know my friends will save me a room.”
“I wish you the best of luck, dear. Having two meisters in the family is interesting,” Velvet said
“I haven't heard from my BBBFF since he left for the Crystal Empire.”
“Perhaps, some time you can go and meet him there. I'm sure he misses his LSBFF,” Velvet suggested
● DWMA TEACHERS ●
“So, Stein; what do you think of our new location,” Justin asked
“Equestria is an interesting world. I never thought I'd see a world of talking equines,” Stein replied
“Well, at least there's plenty of females here, regardless of looks,” Giriko said
“Could you at least try not to have sex with any of the residents,” Justin asked
“I actually agree. We were invited here as teachers under Lord Death’s suggestion. Please do not do anything that could cause an incident,” Stein added
“Alright, I promise,” Giriko said dismissively
● NEIGHSAY ●
“So, we have some uninvited guests. Good thing I have that spy close to Celestia. I'll pay her a visit and close that so-called ‘academy’ of hers,” Neighsay said to himself 
● THE NEXT DAY ●
Everyone had a quick breakfast in the castle before heading outside to wait. Celestia was informed that the train carrying the delegates would be arriving shortly; followed by a second carrying other students. A portal suddenly opened and Neighsay calmly emerged with a seemingly cocky swagger.
“Who are you,” Stein asked
“I am Chancellor Vladimir Neighsay of the Equestria Education Counsel,” Neighsay said coldly “Now; where is this academy?”
“You're looking at it. Canterlot Castle is the home of the DWMA,” Celestia replied
“Well; then I hereby order the closure,” Neighsay replied
The chancellor proceeded to summon a chain and wrapped it around the handles before attaching a lock to seal it.
“This academy is no more,” Neighsay said smugly
“By the authority given to me by the Grim Reaper; I hereby remove this lock.”
Kid calmly drew his pistols and maneuvered himself sideways with one pistol facing the door and the other pointed at Neighsay. One shot managed to remove the lock, much to the chancellor's dismay.
“How could you remove my seal!? There is no one with that power,” Neighsay asked trying to comprehend what just occurred 
“First off, try that again and you WILL lose your horn. As to my power, I am the son of the Grim Reaper.”
“Where are your instructors,” Neighsay asked, changing the subject
“They're standing right behind you. I'd recommend not pissing them off. They might decide to kill you,” Kid said
In response, Giriko flashed a smile that could be described only as ‘psychotic’; while Stein casually turned the screw in his head. Seeing this caused the chancellor to leave rather abruptly.
“Well, not that that's over, we have some actual business to attend to.”
“Welcome to the Death Weapon Meister Academy,” Celestia said addressing the delegates 
“This is our school? Inside the castle,” Smolder asked
“Yes. Classes will be taught inside, while combat training will be in the courtyard,” Celestia replied
“Does everyone know if they are a weapon or meister,” Stein asked
“Yona know she weapon. Ice axe,” the female yak said
“I'm a flamethrower that's fitting for a dragon to become,” Smolder replied
“Claws,” Gallus said simply
“The other three of you are meisters,” Stein asked
“I guess so,” Sandbar said cautiously
“The six of you are in need of living quarters. The house at the end of this road should be perfect for you,” Celestia said
Moments before the second train arrived, the delegates chose their living quarters. As they did so, the train arrived and allowed it passengers to depart.
“Bloom? You're attending the academy,” Applejack asked a pony with a red bow in her hair
“Not alone. Big Mac is with me,” Apple Bloom replied
“Sweetie Belle, you're a weapon,” Rarity asked
“Of course. Mom and dad were surprised when I transformed,” Sweetie Bell answered
“So Tavi; what do you think about being here,” Vinyl asked
“Well, being a weapon, it's nice to see others,” Octavia replied
“I hope I find a meister capable of using me,” Blueblood said, causing some to roll their eyes
“Welcome to the DWMA,” Celestia said “Perhaps we should head inside in order to start school properly?”
Once inside, the students were directed to one of the bigger rooms in the castle. The room contained desks and chairs. Stein was the last to enter, having decided to use his office chair to make an entrance, only to fall on his back as the chair tipped over.
“Good morning, students. I am Professor Stein. These two are my assistants, Justin Law and Giriko,” Stein said, lying on his back
“Are you mute or something,” Gallus asked sarcastically, flipping off the Death Scythe
“Oh Lord; grand me strength,” Justin said, summoning a guillotine blade from his arm
“Justin; don't do anything stupid,” Kid suggested as the blade retracted 
Kid might have only been a student, but he recognized the problem an incident could create. 
“Does anyone know the purpose of meisters and weapons,” Stein asked
After not receiving an answer after a few minutes, Stein decided to explain.
“The purpose is to eliminate kishins. A kishin is a being that consumed the soul of another and continues to devour others. Any meister to manages to collect 99 kishin souls and 1 witch, will be able to create what's known as a Death Scythe,” Stein explained 
“What's that mean,” Blueblood asked
“They become the personal weapon of the Grim Reaper; Lord Death. Justin Law is one of the only people to become a Death Scythe without the assistance of a meister,” Stein continued 
“Where is this Lord Death,” Gallus asked
“He's unfortunately unable to leave his home of Death City. As such; it is unknown as to whom a Death Scythe may belong to, here in Equestria,” Stein finished 
“In a few days, we're starting combat training. I'd recommend all weapons practice transforming as you will need it,” Giriko said
“We'll dismiss you early today. Head to the courtyard to practice and we'll see you in a few days,” Justin added
The students filed out orderly and headed for the courtyard. Many worked together and managed to find success. Octavia transformed into a shield and sword, both reminiscent of a cello and bow.
“Applebloom, congrats with transforming Mac into a hammer,” AJ said
Kid watched as Twilight and the others were able to transform their friends. Rainbow Dash became gauntlets that would pack a punch. Applejack was a whip, which seemed to fit, while Pinkie was a hand-held pistol with a science fiction based design.
“You don't need to practice,” Sandbar asked curiously 
“No. I've already been able to use my weapon partners,” Kid said
“Anyone want to be my meister,” Blueblood asked, causing Kid to chuckle 
After everyone trained for a few hours, they decided to head back to their residences to relax. Kid observed the others, but like he mentioned, had no need to practice as he was successful with Cloud Chaser and Flitter.
“So, what do you think about the other students,” Kid asked
“Not counting Twilight and the others, I don't know how many show promise. Blueblood seems to be a slacker,” Chaser said
“Well, the Crusaders seem to have enthusiasm, but who knows how they'd do in combat,” Flitter added
“Agreed. When we do participate in the combat, I'm not going to use the two of you.”
“But why? Aren't we partners,” Flitter asked sadly
“I don't want to cause any structural damage. It's only for training. Stein and I are able to resonate with any weapon.”
“Understandable. Besides, it's just temporary,” Chaser replied 
● NEIGHSAY ●
“I can't believe Celestia would have those freaks teaching! They all seem to be psychotic. I have to be extremely careful now,” Neighsay said out loud 
● PRINCESSES ●
“Well, that was interesting to say the least,” Luna commented
“I actually didn't expect Neighsay to try and seal the doors,” Celestia replied
“Kid certainly proved to be his father's equal. Removing that seal is almost impossible for anyone. The two of us may have been the only ones to do so,” Luna added
“Well, the students show promise. I hate to say, but Blueblood is a failure,” Celestia said
“Not everyone is perfect. Besides, we really can't do anything about our nephew,” Luna said
● THE NEXT DAY ●
Everyone headed towards the classroom; only to find a note saying class would be outside in the courtyard. Once there; the princesses were standing next to their instructors with a container.
“We're going to start combat training. For protection, the princesses are going to put a dome up everyone will fight in. To make things interesting; each pair will be randomly selected,” Stein said as Celestia did just that
The dome covered the entire courtyard and was designed to be invisible, so everyone could see the fights. Celestia made sure no damage would take place while inside.
“May I add one rule, professor,” Kid asked as Stein nodded “These fights will be under ‘touch combat’. To win, the weapon must touch the opposing meister. The last thing we need is injured students.”
“As an introduction; how's about Death the Kid vs Franken Stein,” Giriko suggested 
“Very well,” Stein said
“Blueblood; would you be my partner for this match,” Kid asked
“Sure,” Blueblood said transforming
“Do you mind if I borrow your scooter,” Kid asked as he approached Scootaloo
“Go ahead, but how is that going to help,” she asked curiously 
“You'll see.”
Blueblood transformed into a rapier sword as Kid mounted the scooter with his other hand between the handlebars. Stein surprisingly wheeled his chair inside as Luna took charge.
“Both of you ready,” she asked as they nodded “Fight.”
Kid started peddling and had the sword at his side like a jousting match. Stein simply turned the chair to dodge the attack. In response, Kid pulled a 180° and charged again. Stein managed to shove his chair out of the way.
“Alright, it's time to get serious,” Stein said getting off the chair
“Agreed. Let’s have some fun.”
Kid simply placed the scooter next to the chair and headed to face against his professor.
“How can Professor Stein compete against Kid without a weapon,” Twilight asked
“Kid did refer to him as ‘Death's Greatest Meister’ for good reason. You'll see that for yourself,” Celestia replied
Kid knew about Stein’s use of his Soul Force attack and wanted nothing to do with it. Coming up with a plan, he figured the chair might help. He grabbed the chair and sent himself careening towards Stein. At the very last second, he vaulted off and landed behind him only to be met with a palm to the solar plexus.
“Soul Force,” Stein said sending a light shock into Kid
“Damn.”
“That was a good fight,” Justin said
“Kid, was it; could I do that with my scooter. Sorry. I'm Scootaloo,” she asked
“I wouldn't see why not. Yes, my name is Death the Kid. Everyone can just call me ‘Kid’  though.”
“Why didn't you use your own weapons,” Gallus asked
“Girls; would you do me the honors?”
Once they transformed, Kid calmly headed inside the dome.
“Scattershot,” he directed 
With that, everyone outside could see the entire dome getting shot repeatedly. That ability allowed the pistols to act more like automatic weapons and could hit everything in a given area.
“I don't need the training with my partners as everyone else would.”
“Next match will be…Scootaloo vs…Apple Bloom,” Justin said, drawing the names
“Bloom, good luck,” Scootaloo said
The two friends reluctantly took their places in the dome while their weapons took form. 
“Well, this should be interesting. Shield versus hammer,” Stein commented 
Scootaloo tried to maneuver her shield to attack her friend but found it uncomfortable and abandoned the idea. Bloom was careful in taking her time to strike as she knew the downside of having such a huge weapon.
“So, Bloom. Going to attack me at all,” Scootaloo taunted
“Scoots; you know I'm the leader for a reason,” Bloom replied jokingly “Mac, let's try someone new.”
To her surprise, Big Mac changed to a short handle and Bloom realized it was now easier to swing. Grabbing her friend's scooter, she charged at Scootaloo.
“Thanks for the ride Scoots,” Bloom said
“Well, you can't pull the tricks off I can,” she replied
“You'd be surprised what I can do,” Bloom said 
Apple Bloom rode towards Scootaloo, who planted the shield down as Bloom used it as a ramp before jumping off at the last minute to strike her best friend.
“The winner of the match is Apple Bloom,” Justin said
“Thank you for showing me that technique, Kid,” Apple Bloom said
“You're welcome. I'm glad you both of you learned how to use the scooter as an additional part of your techniques.”
After everyone took their turn at combat, they were dismissed. Staying behind were the three instructors, the princesses and Kid and his partners.
“Princess Celestia; could we possibly talk?”
“Everyone; let's head to the throne room. I fear there is a traitor amongst my staff,” Celestia replied
Celestia directed everyone inside as she locked the room to outsiders. With the possibility of a traitor, she wasn't taking any chances, especially if they were under Neighsay’s control.
“Now that we're safe; what did you want to talk about, Kid,” Celestia replied
“I wanted to inform you about my decision to leave the school for about a week.”
“Why do you want to leave,” Stein asked curiously
“Two purposes. One, I'd like for the three of us to learn more about the extent of our abilities. Two, I wanted to do a little soul collecting. Try and get a little progress towards creating my own Death Scythes.”
“Very well. To avoid any questioning by the other students, I'm going to teleport the three of you home. Until you're ready to return; avoid Canterlot Castle,” Celestia replied
“Thank you Princess Celestia,” Kid, Chaser and Flitter said simultaneously before leaving
“Kid, girls; welcome back,” Blair said “There's a strange pony I saw earlier. He had black hair and a goatee. For whatever reason, he was staking out our house.”
“He didn't see you; did he?”
“Not that I'm aware of. Why? What's wrong,” Blair replied
“Neighsay is in charge of the school board. I fear there's more to him; such as possibly being a witch.”
“If that's the case, I'm guessing he has a few spies. One is probably one of the castle’s workers, while maybe the staff could also be working for him,” she guessed
“Celestia mentioned that,” Chaser replied
“What brings you back,” Blair asked
“Getting ready to leave tomorrow. Going hunting.”
The next day after having a decent meal, Kid dressed in his new white outfit and got ready to leave. Before they could do so, an unexpected visitor was waiting for them.
“Where do you think you're going,” Neighsay demanded standing in front of the door
“I'm going to the village of Noneya,” Kid calmly replied
“Why would a student need to skip school,” Neighsay questioned
“Again; that is none of your business. Now leave.”
Once Neighsay teleported away, Kid had the girls transform and stuck them in the holsters before heading to the train station.
● NEIGHSAY ●
“Insolent child! How dare he think he can order me around!?”
● MAIN-SIX ●
“Professor Stein; do you know where Kid is? He hadn't shown up,” Twilight asked
“He said he had something to take care of. I'm sure he's fine,” Stein replied
“Should one of us go looking for him,” Fluttershy asked
“He's a Reaper. He'll return when he's ready,” Justin added
“Very well. I just don't want anything to happen to him,” Twilight said
“I’m glad you show concern for him,” Stein replied as she blushed 
“He's just a friend. I have to worry about my friends,” Twilight replied
“It's alright. Just admit you love him,” Dash added, earning a punch in the arm by AJ
“Not you too,” Rarity asked
“Can we throw him a party when he returns,” Pinkie asked
“That's up to Kid. I don't know if he's interested in parties,” Stein said
“Got any alcohol for the party,” Giriko asked curiously 
“Sorry; we don't drink,” Celestia said
“Damn. I had to ask. We'll see him soon,” a defeated Giriko said
“Until then, we continue class and training as usual. We can't just quit because one student didn't show up,” Stein directed
“Agreed. When Kid returns, we can put him in training,” Justin added
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After his meeting with Neighsay, Kid decided to head towards the Crystal Empire. He felt a large collection of kishin souls gathered there and wanted to take them out.
“So, where to,” Cloud Chaser asked 
“The mountains near the Crystal Empire. I felt a large gathering there.”
Their trip out there would end up lasting a few hours, so everyone made sure to get some sleep. Once at the Crystal Empire station, Kid decided to try something.
“Weapon Shift. Sniper rifle,” he said
To his surprise; the pistols glowed momentarily before the girls actually managed to completely alter their form. He slung the rifle on his back and headed into the mountains for the kishin hunt.
‘Sis, this is so cool. We can change shape,’ Flitter said while in weapon mode
‘This is interesting. I wonder what else we might be able to change into,’ Chaser said
“Glad Rarity made this warm. I forgot how cold it can get.”
Kid slowly crept towards the village, while keeping some distance for safety purposes. Finding a higher spot that faced the town; Kid made sure to take advantage of it and got into position.
“Our target is in that village. I sense a total of 51 kishin souls gathered in that building. If all works out, we eliminate them and collect the souls and sneak out undetected,” Kid said
Using his Soul Perception, the house in question was ready for its assault. Kid calmly pulled the trigger and watched as his new sniper rifle destroyed the target. He quickly had the girls return to their pistols and headed to the house. 
“Eat quickly. We don't know how many others heard or saw that,” he whispered 
“52 souls gathered in total,” Chaser mouthed 
Once finished, they returned to weapon mode and stayed in the cabin until nightfall when they planned to leave.
● SNOW VILLAGE ●
“Your plan worked. He gathered the souls without question and is still there. What do you want me to do,” a voice asked
“Let him go. It's a loss we were willing to take. You'll have another chance at a meister,” Neighsay replied
“Good. I haven't had a meister’s soul in a while.”
“If that presence belongs to who I think; you might be able to enjoy a Reaper’s soul,” Neighsay said before leaving 
“Impossible. There can't be a Grim Reaper here.”
● CRYSTAL EMPIRE ●
“Shining; what is it,” Cadence asked
“I just sensed a soul in the mountains that is just as powerful as Celestia. It just collected 51 other souls,” Shining replied
“That's impossible,” she exclaimed
“Not only that, but I thought I felt the presence of two others there that could be witches. Each of them certainly have Soul Protect on, and will not be easy to defeat.”
“Let's go. We'll take out the one before targeting the witches “ she decided transforming into her bow form
● SNOW VILLAGE ●
“Great. We're going to have company,” Kid thought having used Soul Perception 
While Kid slept; Shining trudged through the snow to find the cabin empty. Knowing in advance was a benefit as Kid ducked out into the snow burying his boots to camouflage himself.
“Where'd he go,” Shining asked himself 
In response, a pair of shots nearly reached him, causing him to duck. Shining raised the bow to fire, only to lose track of the enemy in the darkness. Having been defeated, Shining decided to play a game and lure his enemy to the Crystal Kingdom.
“So, they're gone. What now,” Chaser asked
“Unfortunately, we have to head to the Crystal Kingdom. I suspect our attacker will be waiting for us there.”
“Why do we need to go to where they are,” Flitter asked
“The train station is there. We'd have to visit it in order to leave.”
● CRYSTAL EMPIRE ●
“Shining, are you sure that was wise? You could have found our target and eliminated them right away. Why retreat,” Cadence asked
“I want to know what or who we're dealing with. They somehow knew of my arrival and escaped. They have to head here in order to leave by train,” Shining replied
● MOUNTAINS ●
Kid headed through the mountains, being careful not to draw much attention to himself. Once at the edge of town; he drew the pistols from his thigh holsters and headed inside.
“Alright; show yourself,” Kid called
In response, an arrow was fired at him, only to be shot in midair. Kid headed towards the center of town where he finally met his assailant. 
“So, you're the one who took out that village? My name is Shining Armor,” the white unicorn in front said
“And you believe an arrow is better than a bullet. Name's Death the Kid.”
“Why don't we release our weapons and head inside,” Shining suggested
“Deal. They get released simultaneously.”
Both meisters did as instructed and the weapons were revealed. Cloud Chaser and Flitter were surprised by who their assailants were.
“Princess Cadence,” Chaser asked
“Prince Shining Armor,” Flitter added
“Now that introductions are taken care of, why don't we head inside,” Cadence reiterated 
The five of them were lead to the dining room. As Kid and his partners sat down, a jug of water was brought out for them.
“You said your name is Death the Kid, right,” Cadence asked
“Yes. Call me ‘Kid’ for simplicity. I was originally a human before being sent to Equestria by someone known as the ‘Merchant’.”
“So why did you eliminate that village,” Shining asked
“I only destroyed one kishin. The other 50 souls were already present.”
“What purpose was it to take the souls,” Cadence asked
“To create a Death Scythe. In other words, the personal weapon of my father, the Grim Reaper.”
“Do you have some proof to what you're saying,” Cadence asked
“Do you happen to have a mirror I can use?”
“There's one in our lounge,” Cadence replied
“After we eat, we'll head there. I'm guessing you're all hungry,” Shining said
When everyone finished their food, the princess led the group to the lounge. 
“42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door.”
“Hiya, hiya Kid! Who are your friends,” Death asked “Sorry, I should introduce myself first. I'm the Grim Reaper; Lord Death,” he said cheerfully 
“My name is Princess Mi Amore Cadenza and this is my husband Shining Armor,” Cadence said
“What exactly is a Death Scythe,” Shining asked directly 
“No doubt my son may have already told you. A Death Scythe is my personal weapon. Here in Death City, it's easier to create one. However in Equestria; because there isn't a true Reaper there, I don't know who it would belong to. Kid, I see you have been collecting souls,” Death explained
“I have, father. 52 souls out of 198 kishin souls. No witches yet; although I sense the possibility of multiples here.”
“Very well. Be careful,” Death said
“Have you found out any of your abilities yet,” Death the Kid asked
“I created a technique known as Scattershot. It allows the pistols to fire like machine guns. I also managed to create Weapon Shift and changed the pistol form to a sniper rifle.”
“Congratulations. I am glad you are not the same as me. Different abilities means you are not a clone and could accomplish things I may not,” Death the Kid said
“Thank you. I am glad to explore different aspects of a Reaper. Who knows, maybe I become the Grim Reaper here.”
“I will take over my father's position as Grim Reaper, and you will become Reaper there,” DtK said definitively, before disappearing 
“There you have it. My father, the Grim Reaper.”
“That certainly is a surprise. I am sorry for shooting you when you entered,” Shining said
“I'm sorry too. I used my Soul Perception to see you coming and escaped to attack you.”
“The three of you are welcome to stay here a couple days,” Cadence said
“Thank you Princess Cadence,” Chaser and Flitter said together
“Do you mind pointing out the library? I'd like to read up on the history of the Crystal Empire.”
“I'll direct you, but unfortunately there isn't much to learn. A pony named Sombra ruled this empire with an iron hoof before making this disappear for 1,000 years,” Cadence replied
Once in the library, Kid found a book that seemed to stand out from the others. On the outside was a green cover; but the inside was unintelligent writing. 
“That's interesting. How'd this manage to stay in here,” he thought
Trying different ciphers; he managed to figure out it was a simple reverse alphabet switch. With that determined; the book was translated. Kid managed to learn that not only did Sombra rule with an iron fist; but had harvested an unspecified amount of souls, to create a Demon Sword; but failed.
“Princess Cadence; do you have a moment to talk in private?”
“Of course. Shining, girls, let's head to my chamber for privacy,” she replied
“What's this about,” Shining asked; after the room was sealed 
“I found a book you might want removed from the library. I actually translated this to be the true history of the Crystal Empire. Sombra was a dictator who wasn't afraid to kill his subjects to create a Demon Sword; in other words a weapon on par with a Death Scythe. I believe, with confidence, Sombra was indeed a witch. This book was also inserted recently into the library. I felt traces of Soul Residue that is identical to one I felt that was nearby during my mission.”
“That's impossible. I'd know if anyone entered here without permission,” Shining argued “I placed a magical field around the castle, only known to Cadence and I.”
“If they are indeed a witch; who would you suspect,” Cadence asked
“The head of the school board in Ponyville; Neighsay. He seems to be able to teleport wherever he wants. I wouldn't be surprised if that was planted for me to find. There's no reason for this to be in a library that is accessible to anyone.”
“But why you exactly,” Shining asked
“I pissed off Neighsay on two occasions. He locked the doors to Celestia’s castle and DWMA; whereby I shot the lock off and threatened to shoot his horn off. And just before we left, he demanded to know where I was going.”
“If he does indeed have a grudge; why give you that book,” Cadence asked
“To know thy enemy. He probably wants to see me fight against Sombra.”
“Keep that book and give it to Celestia,” Cadence decided
“Girls; we're going to have to start making our way home. Please don't say anything about our visit. I don't know if there may be a spy here in the Crystal Empire.”
“Be safe, Kid. When you see Twilight, let her know her brother would like to see her some time,” Shining said
“Will do. Thank you for the hospitality these past couple days. Girls; pistol mode.”
With their goodbyes said, Kid departed to the train station and headed home.
“Blair; we're back.”
“Good to see you all. This just arrived,” Blair said handing him a scroll
‘Kid- there's a problem in Appleloosa with kishins you need to take care of. Celestia’
“Blair; before we go, take this. Keep it safe until we return and don't say a word about it.”
“About what,” she asked “Now get going.”
Kid headed to the back and changed into his khaki outfit as the three headed back to the train station for Appleloosa.
● APPLELOOSA ●
“Welcome to Appleloosa. I'm Braeburn, who are you,” Braeburn asked
“Name's Death the Kid. These are my partners Cloud Chaser and Flitter. I was informed you had a problem here.”
“Something's been killing residents both here and in the neighboring Dodge City. I shouldn't really be talking about it,” Braeburn said in a low voice
“It's alright. I'm here to take care of this problem. Just out of curiosity, do you know some place where I could get a hat?”
“Of course. Follow me,” Braeburn directed
The group was led into town and headed to the store in question.
“Brae, who are your friends,” the owner asked
“I'm Kid and these two are Cloud Chaser and Flitter.”
“I'd guess that tan hat over there is the one you're looking for,” the owner replied, looking at Kid’s outfit
Trying it on, Kid was glad to know it was a perfect fit and completed his outfit. He secretly wished he had a pin in the shape of his father's mask to attach, as a variation of a sheriff's badge.
“Go ahead and keep it. It suits you well,” the owner said
“Thank you sir,” Kid said with a bow
“If you'll follow me, I know a place to relax,” Braeburn suggested 
“Girls; go ahead. I'm going to scout the area for any problems. Beelzebub,” Kid said, summoning his skateboard
Kid jumped on and used it hover above the town and used his Soul Perception and found what Braeburn was talking about. In nearby Dodge City was a gathering of 47 souls that was an extremely lucrative deal. Taking those, meant only needing a witch's soul and he would be halfway to creating a Death Scythe. 
“That's ridiculous. How are there so many kishins gathered together? This has to be similar to the mountain where they were conveniently waiting to be collected. Make the weapon an offer they can't refuse and devour them later. Well, I can't deny a chance to collect souls,” Kid said out loud
● APPLELOOSA ●
“Do you think your friend can really help,” Brae asked
“Of course he can. We wouldn't have been asked to come if he couldn't,” Chaser replied
“Kid can do anything he wants to when he sets his mind to it,” Flitter added
“I hope so. Otherwise these towns will become ghost towns if everyone keeps leaving,” Brae said sadly
Kid flew back to the town after not finding proper cover in which to attack from with his newly acquired Sniper mode.
“Braeburn, do you happen to have a room for us,” Kid asked after heading into the saloon 
“Two rooms,” Brae replied 
Once they were shown to the rooms, Kid decided to take a nap, in order to conserve his energy for that evening.
“Sis; what should we do,” Flitter asked
“Well, Kid’s sleeping; so I think we should as well. Besides; it's going to be a long night,” Chaser replied
Later that evening after eating dinner, the trio got ready.
“Weapon Shift. Shotgun,” Kid said
As they did before; the girls glowed as their weapon form was altered. Kid noticed that the gun resembled a lever-action sawed-off, instead of a full-length barrel.
“Beelzebub.”
They took off towards Dodge City and were surprised when their target kishin was heading back from a hunt.
“So, a meister. This must be my lucky day. I'm JJ,” the kishin said
“Kishin JJ; your time as come. Your soul is mine.”
JJ lunged at Kid only to be met by Beelzebub hitting him in the face as Kid kicked the deck. Following that, Kid released a stream of shots that JJ barely dodged. 
“You should be careful when you fire. Those blasts could hurt someone; mainly me,” JJ complained 
“That's the point. Now stay still and let me shoot you.”
“No way. My boss wouldn't want me dying,” JJ said before clamping a hand over his mouth “Shit. Wasn't supposed to say that.”
“Boss? Who are you working for? Tell me and I promise not to shoot you.”
“Pleasedon’tkillmemybossisVladimirNeighsay,” JJ said rambling (Please don't kill me. My boss is Vladimir Neighsay.)
“Thanks for the information. I'll give you three,” Kid said
“Three what,” JJ asked
“Two…one,” Kid finished before shooting the kishin “Go inside that house and collect the other kishin souls.”
The girls transformed back into their original forms and devoured the souls JJ collected.
“Kid; we're at 99 kishin souls,” Chaser said
“Awesome. Almost halfway there. Let's head back to Appleloosa.”
Kid had them change into their standard pistol forms as he summoned his skateboard again. In a matter of seconds they returned to Appleloosa through an accidental dust storm.
“We're back. Your problem is solved.”
“What did you do? We heard multiple blasts,” Braeburn asked
“Something attacked me, so I shot at him. Besides, he was the one killing other residents in both towns.”
“Thank you for your help, Kid. We wouldn't be able to do anything without your help,” Braeburn replied
“You're welcome. I'd hate to say anything else happen. We'll stay for another day, before heading home.”
“Thanks, Kid. All those blasts take a lot of energy,” Flitter said
“No problem. Take your time and enjoy. I'm going to crash.”
Kid trudged to his room and plopped into bed and was out until almost noon the next day.  Braeburn stopped by and had a tray of food waiting for when Kid woke up.
“Thank you Braeburn for the food. It was delicious.”
“You're welcome. When do you leave,” Brae asked
“Whenever the girls want to.”
“We going by train again,” Flitter asked
“It's up to you. Otherwise, we could fly back.”
“Let's fly. It'll be quicker to get home,” Chaser replied 
“Alright. Beelzebub.”
The three made the journey back as Kid was glad to actually be home after being gone almost a week. He headed into the bathroom and decided to take a bath as he was stiff from his journey.
“We'll rest a couple days here, before getting back to the castle.”
“So, we'll be gone a week,” Flitter asked
“Yeah. I'm not worried. Besides, the school is training meisters in combat, but we have real experience in dealing with kishins.”
● CANTERLOT ●
“So Kid’s returned home. When do you think he's going to join you students, Dr. Stein,” Celestia asked
“He did say he planned on learning about his abilities. I'd guess he'll be here in a couple days,” Stein answer
“Why don't we give him some combat training when he does return? See how much he's learned,” Giriko suggested
“Agreed,” Stein decided 
● PONYVILLE ●
“So, when are you returning,” Blair asked
“In a couple days. I'm not exactly sure I have to attend, but at least I'll get to show what we've learned.”
“What did you do while we were gone,” Cloud Chaser asked
“I ran around naked. No one cared about it. You should try it, Kid,” Blair suggested 
“No thank you. I'd rather not. I prefer to keep my modesty.”
“Too late,” Flitter called grabbing his remaining clothing 
“How's about this. You spend fifteen minutes naked and we'll give your clothes back,” Blair suggested 
“Guess I don't have a choice. You win.”
Kid headed into his room and sat down to meditate on everything that transpired during the week. Someone wanted him to find that book and made sure it wasn't an overly complicated cipher. What he neglected to mention to Cadence was the book was placed there while he was in the castle. 
“Who wanted it known that badly? The subject who's supposed to be gone? The head of the school board? Or could it be someone else that placed the book there,” he said out loud
“The more you think about it, the fewer answers you'll receive; but more questions you'll have. Your time is up,” Blair said bringing his clothes 
“I know we should be taking a break, but why not just head back tomorrow? That way Princess Celestia could have the book,” Flitter suggested 
“Sounds good to me. Thanks for the help, Blair. Now, can I have a moment to change?”
“It's not like we didn't see everything when you headed here,” Chaser said sticking her tongue out
“Good thing I didn't dress as Evans.”
“Who's that,” the sisters asked simultaneously 
“Soul ‘Eater’ Evans is another weapon back in Death City. Knowing him; he'd be passed out with a bloody nose due to how many females are nude.”
“And I wouldn't have gotten the chance to play with him,” Blair said pushing Kid's head between her breasts 
“Don't do that again please.”
The next day Kid dressed in his usual black outfit with the original dress shoes and flew to the castle. Once there, he casually walked through the front doors with Chaser and Flitter on either side of him.
“Princess Celestia; do you have a moment to talk?”
“Of course, let's join my sister in the throne room,” she replied 
As her normal rule; any room she was in was immediately vacated of everyone but selected people and the room was locked and sealed to prevent eavesdropping.
“What can we do,” Luna asked
“I came across a book while in the Crystal Kingdom's castle library. The problem is, this shouldn't exist.”
“This is about Sombra. You said this was in the library? I sense a magical presence on this,” Celestia said
“Neighsay. I'd say that confirms my suspicions.”
“Why do you say that? What reasoning is it Vladimir Neighsay,” Luna asked
“Before we left on our trip, he was waiting outside and questioned Kid about where he was going,” Cloud Chaser said
“In a small village in the mountains near the Crystal Empire, I felt the presence of two people that had were using Soul Protect. And in Dodge City while fighting a kishin named JJ; he mentioned Neighsay being his boss.”
“What would Neighsay get out of this,” Luna asked
“Killing a Grim Reaper is certainly high on his list. Why else would he go through the hassle of collecting enough souls to bring a weapon close to becoming a Death Scythe?”
“He could also be trying to humiliate you as well. You did have us shoot his lock off the doors and threaten to shoot his horn off,” Flitter added
“I wouldn't be surprised if he planted a spy in your staff to keep an eye on everything. If I were to do so; it would need to be the person closest to my target.”
“You think my secretary Raven is the spy,” Celestia asked indignantly
“It's just a theory right now. But, I'm not putting anything past it. That's why the secrecy. You know that possibility exists.”
“I know, but don't want to believe it's true. For now, I'll keep that journal in my room and we'll not speak of it again,” Celestia said
“Kid, girls; welcome back. Let's go,” Giriko said hastily 
The four headed outside to the courtyard where all the students were participating in their usual combat practice. Kid noticed the fight inside the dome was Fluttershy versus Rarity.
“Kid, you're back,” Twilight said hugging him before backing off with a blush on her face, before coughing into her hand, “I missed you.”
“As far as I know; I'm not going anywhere anytime soon.”
“Welcome back Kid. The two of you are next,” Stein said
“Pinkie, get ready,” Twilight called
“Girls; get ready.”
Both teams headed inside and Twilight was actually nervous of facing him.
“I'll try to hold back a little.”
“Pinkie, transform,” Twilight directed
To his surprise, Pinkie became a handheld blaster that enclosed Twilight’s forearm; a smaller version of his Death Cannon.
“Shift. Shotgun. Beelzebub.”
Kid took off on his deck and launched multiple blasts that Twi found hard to dodge.
“That's cheating,” she called “Flying is against the rules.”
“Actually, we never put that clause in.”
“Pinkie; confetti mode,” Twi directed
“Shift. Machine Guns. Scattershot.”
“Kid; are you sure about that? This is supposed to be friendly sparring,” Cloud Chaser asked
“Trust me.”
Chaser and Flitter altered to their third form of dueling Uzi machine guns as Kid proceeded to fire wildly. To everyone's surprise; Twilight enclosed herself in a small dome while the rest of the area was shot. Ki casually landed on the ground and recalled his board as the girls returned to normal.
“That's impressive. Two different gun forms and your skateboard. You've made quite a lot of progress in the week you've been gone,” Stein said
“Thank you, professor. I've collected 99 souls out of the 198 I need.”
“Why do you need so many? I thought we only needed 99 and 1 witch,” Sandbar asked
“You're right. I have two weapons, so my total is double.”
“Kid; were you trying to hit me,” Twi asked
“I knew you'd protect yourself from my barrage.”
“Just take it easy next time,” she replied
“I promise. I guess I got worked up and was anxious to show off my new abilities.”
“They are cool. You've definitely made some progress,” Dash said
“Agreed. Maybe you will take over as Reaper someday,” Rarity added
“Thank you. Perhaps I will.”
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“Apple Bloom, Scootaloo; the two of you will be going on a mission with your weapons,” Stein said as they sat in the throne room
“Awesome! Cutie Mark Crusaders Kishin Hunters,” the three yelled cheerfully 
“For safety you will be accompanied by an instructor,” Stein continued 
“Can we get Justin, please,” Apple Bloom asked
“Of course I'll join you,” Justin said
“Where exactly are we headed to,” Scootaloo asked
“In the desert near a place called Kluge Town,” Stein replied 
“Here's all we know about the target,” Celestia said handing them a folder
‘Target: Tirek
Location: Kluge Town
Status: Alive
Wanted: Dead
Believed to be a Kishin, proceed with caution. Eliminate with extreme prejudice.’
“What's ‘extreme prejudice’ mean,” Apple Bloom asked
“You are permitted to do anything you have to, in order to eliminate Tirek,” Celestia answered
“This should be interesting,” Justin said
“Any recommendations,” Sweetie Belle asked
“Bring plenty of water to drink,” Kid suggested “It is a desert area, after all.”
“We'll leave in tomorrow. Get some rest, you're going to need it,” Justin said
“Dismissed,” Stein said
“Meeting in private,” Celestia said motioning to her room
The three instructors, and Kid joined the princesses for their usual private meetings in Celestia’s room. 
“Alright, so what's our latest meeting in the ‘War Room’ about,” Kid asked
“War room,” Luna commented
“Any room where we have been discussing our witch problem.”
“This kishin hunt. Something just doesn't feel right about it. The location is in a far off area that no one enters without reason. And this kishin in question; Tirek, isn't an ordinary being. Centaurs are known to be brutes, but he always had a temper. In fact; I wonder if Tirek isn't a witch,” Celestia explained
“Who gave you the folder?”
“It was from an anonymous source,” she replied
“Justin; be careful. If Tirek is indeed a witch; do whatever it takes to protect the girls.”
“Of course. Wish me luck,” Justin said
“Best of luck.”
“Get back in one piece,” Giriko replied
“I promise,” Justin replied
● CMC ●
“Are you ready for our first mission as meisters,” Apple Bloom asked
“Eeyup,” Big Mac replied simply 
“I just hope we're successful,” Sweetie Belle said cautiously
“We will be. Justin will be there to help,” Scootaloo said
“Let's eat and get to bed. Tomorrow's going to be a long day,” Bloom said
● THE NEXT DAY ●
Celestia allowed the group to use a special automated carriage for their trip. During long distance meetings, she would use that carriage to allow her guards to rest. Celestia handed Justin a bag of gems to help in negotiations.
“This will help you get there. Good luck, my little ponies and Death Scythe,” Celestia said “Just tap the side and it will activate.”
Everyone decided to sleep as they weren't sure how long it would take. Once the carriage landed; Justin led the group into town for information.
“Girls, please let me do the talking,” he asked
“Okay. You're the expert,” Scootaloo said
“Do you happen to know about a person named ‘Tirek’,” Justin asked a nearby shopkeeper 
“You're not from around here, blondie. You want something, you pay,” came the reply
Justin removed a small gem from the pouch inside his jacket and handed it over to the merchant.
“Tirek? Big red centaur? He lives in a house at the edge of town,” the merchant replied putting the gem in his pocket
“Just wait a minute, big guy. Name's Capper. Why do you need to see him,” a feline just shorter than Justin asked “There's something strange about him.”
“Do you happen to have somewhere we can talk,” Justin asked
Capper lead the group to a house and upstairs to the top floor. Looking out, Justin recognized the building they were in as a windmill. Everyone had to be careful walking to make sure the floor didn't break, due to the age.
“Tirek isn't someone to mess with. Rumor has it, he speaks some strange words and has meetings with some hooded figure. Why do you want to see him,” Capper explained “I've seen him carrying bags full of floating objects after the owner drops.”
“Business. If those were what I think; you've seen him devouring souls and is what's known as a ‘kishin’. The three of us are here to eliminate him,” Justin replied
“Good luck, but don't say I didn't warn you. Centaurs aren't a species to be messed with,” Capper added
“Thank you for the suggestion,” Justin said before the group left
● TIREK ●
“Lord Tirek. A group came looking for you. A blond male and two ponies that were armed,” the merchant replied
“So, they're here. Thank you for the information,” Tirek said
“You're welcome sir. Please don’t,” the salesman said desperately 
Tirek plunged a claw into the person and yanked his soul out. Afterwards, he cleaned up the house and threw on his robe.
“This soul wasn't filling enough. Perhaps those three meisters can satisfy this witch’s appetite,” Tirek said out loud
● CMC ●
“What's next,” Apple Bloom asked
“Hello. Are you looking for someone,” a hooded Tirek called
“Someone by the name of ‘Tirek’. You know him,” Scootaloo replied
“Know him? I am him,” Tirek replied lowering the hood as the girls started reaching for their weapons “I'm not going to hurt you. I'd actually like to invite the three of you to my house for a drink.”
Justin looked at the girls and simply mouthed ‘be careful’ to them before following the centaur to his house. Knowing this was the target, he didn't want to take any chances. Kishins, let alone witches, can easily pass as non threatening. Looking at the centaur’s appearance, Justin noted how frail he looked, although it might be some kind of trick using magic.
“Would the three of you like some water to drink,” Tirek asked casually
“Yes please,” Justin replied
“If you don't mind,” Bloom added
“I'll be back momentarily,” Tirek said
A moment later, the centaur returned carrying a tray with a pitcher of water and four glasses on it. Unbeknownst to them; he spiked the water with a clear powder to knock them out. Later, he would kill them and devour their souls, hoping that would satisfy his hunger.
“What brings a group like yourselves out here to the desert,” Tirek asked curiously 
“A report mentioning mysterious deaths in the city. Your name was listed on there. We came to simply confirm whether or not the report is true,” Justin replied 
Justin grabbed a glass and took a sip before tasting the powder. He casually spat the water back into the glass before sitting it on the table. The girls followed suit once they tasted the powder.
“That's why two of you are armed? That seems to be a bit much, don't you think,” Tirek argued
“We weren't told what to expect and decided to arrive armed for our safety. This doesn't seem to be an area that sees many visitors,” Justin replied
“I guess I see your meaning. Entering an unknown area, perhaps it is best to be armed,” Tirek mused “Although; why bring two inexperienced meisters here?”
Apple Bloom and Scootaloo were speechless when Tirek added his last comment. 
“Oh, you didn't think I knew who you were? Two of you being armed, and your friend here giving away your purpose. Being listed on a report for mysterious deaths? I'll admit, I'm responsible,” Tirek replied “A friend informed me of your arrival. But, why don't we take this outside?”
“That's not good. It seems Kid’s suspicions were correct,” Justin thought
The four headed outside as the girls withdrew their weapons. Justin decided to step off to the side to spectate the eminent fight.
“Give me your best shot,” Tirek taunted
The Crusaders looked at one another as if running a plan telepathically between them and nodded. Apple Bloom concentrated a moment and allowed Big Mac’s hammer to become one handed as she charged towards the centaur.
“So, what are you going to do with that? Swat a fly,” Tirek asked sarcastically 
Bloom tossed the hammer to Scootaloo as the latter headed towards their opponent's blindside. Tirek was struck in the side by the blow and clutched at it in pain.
“I'll…give…you…that,” he said through breaths 
The girls worked a double team attack where one would use the shield to defend, while the other attacked and switched each time.
“My turn,” Tirek replied
Apple Bloom charged in only to be met by a hand around her throat as she was caught and dropped Big Mac.
“I'll get you out,” Scootaloo said
Scootaloo picked up the fallen hammer and ended up getting kicked in the stomach by the centaur. Bloom was thrown towards her friend and ended up tumbling several times through the sand before stopping as the hammer just simply fell.
“Mac, let's try what we learned. Soul Resonance,” Bloom said picking up her brother and weapon
The head of the hammer began to grow multiple times in size as the handle returned to its original size as she charged forward. Tirek managed to get his hands above his head and stopped the attack without flinching.
“This has gone on long enough. Soul Protect Release,” Tirek said
The girls struggled to their feet, only to be dropped by the enormous pressure Tirek gave off. Neither could sense his soul, but they could feel its weight. Tirek also increased in size dwarfing even Celestia in his current form. Instead of being frail; he also gained a massive amount of muscle.
“Girls, back off! Tirek is a witch! I'll take over,” Justin ordered
“And who do you think you are,” Tirek asked
“Justin Law. The Guillotine,” Justin replied calmly 
Justin allowed a blade to be formed in his right arm and charged.
“Saint Cross Knife!”
Tirek was actually surprised by this and jumped back after receiving a light cut across the chest. He placed a hand over it and saw blood.
“Good thing I reacted quickly. You're really out for blood,” Tirek said
Justin repeated the tactic a second time, only Tirek was prepared. Instead of taking the attack in the chest, the centaur leapt up and ended up getting a back leg slashed instead, sending blood in the sand.
“You're going to regret your decision, Death Scythe,” Tirek taunted
Due to the location of the second slash; Tirek struggled to get a counter attack and stood there while Justin charged.
“Neck Shackle Guard! Headbutt of Love!”
Justin's left arm changed into a cuff as the Death Scythe locked one of his opponent's arms up before delivering a headbutt directly to the nose, causing it to break.
“That is amazing,” Scootaloo said
“This is the power of a Death Scythe,” Bloom added
“Oh great Lord of ours who dwells within the City of Death; may thy name be kept true,” Justin bowed his head and prayed as the girls followed his actions, out of respect
“Show mercy,” Tirek pleaded 
As he spoke, the blade on Justin's right arm lengthened to a foot long as he continued the prayer.
“Oh Lord of Death: I am your servant of peace. I am a pillar of justice. I am a blade of faith. In the name of the great Lord Death: Law-Abiding Silver Gun!”
Justin proceeded to jump into the air high above his opponent as a beam of light emerging from the blade struck Tirek behind the head. The centaur proceeded to slump down before his body was completely destroyed, leaving just the witch's soul behind.
“This belongs to one of you,” Justin said tossing them the soul
“Take it Bloom. You're the leader of the Crusaders,” Scootaloo decided
“Mac; enjoy your soul,” Apple Bloom said
“Eeyup,” Big Mac said before swallowing the soul
“This might be rude, but perhaps we could head back inside,” Scootaloo suggested 
“Normally, I'd disagree with you, but perhaps a little rest might not be bad,” Justin replied
After heading inside the house, Bloom dumped the water pitcher out and refilled it with fresh water. Scootaloo headed towards the back to find a bathroom.
“Yeeh,” Scoots yelled
“What happened,” Bloom yelled
“Souls. Lots of souls,” Scoots replied
“Don't eat any of them. These are regular souls that would turn you into a kishin,” Justin warned
“What do we do with them? We can't just leave them here,” Bloom asked
“Oh, Lord of Death; I ask you to watch over these souls and guide them to the afterlife. Amen,” Justin prayed
To their surprise, the image of Lord Death’s mask appeared on the floor, allowing the souls to be collected, before disappearing. 
● DEATH CITY ●
“My, my. This is a surprise. Innocent souls delivered from Equestria and from Justin Law no less? I am glad that no one tried to eat these,” Lord Death mused seeing the collection arrive
● EQUESTRIA; KLUGE TOWN ●
“Where did the souls go,” Scootaloo asked
“Hopefully to Death City and Lord Death,” Justin replied 
“This might be disrespectful, but do you think we could stay here and leave tomorrow? It's getting late and the desert isn't a nice place to be in,” Scootaloo suggested 
“I suppose we could. Just be careful,” Justin said
“I found something you might want to see,” Sweetie Belle said after being released from weapon mode
The three headed to a side room that appeared to be an office. Sitting on the table was a folder marked ‘SECRET’. 
“I'll take that. It'll be given to the princesses to view,” Justin said
“There's more here than just that folder. I count at least dozens of pages,” Sweetie said
“Please gather everything you can. Anything important will be sorted by the princesses.”
“Okay,” Sweetie said
“So, what do we grab,” Scootaloo asked after he left
“Just take everything. The princesses will know what to do with it,” Bloom replied
The three members of the Crusaders scoured the room and gathered everything up and found some string to secure the papers with. As they handed them to Justin; he simply grabbed the robe Tirek wore and covered it up.
“Let's go home,” Justin said
“Mac, Sweetie; transform,” Bloom directed
The three meisters headed back through town only to find someone waiting by their carriage. Apple Bloom gripped her weapon until Justin placed a hand on her shoulder to calm her.
“Nice ride. I took the liberty to stay here and guard this for you. Some people were getting rather curious,” Capper said
“Thank you. It's not much, but you deserve it,” Justin replied tossing the cat a diamond 
“It's more than enough. I take it you finished what you came here for,” Capper commented
“Yeah. It wasn't easy,” Justin commented
“I'd recommend leaving soon. The residents here don't take too kindly to eliminating one of their own,” Capper suggested 
As he said that; many of the residents arrived and none seemed too pleased. Tirek was apparently boss of the town, and they wanted revenge for him.
‘You killed Lord Tirek!’
‘Long live Tirek!’
‘Death to the intruders!’
“Let's get out of here,” Scoots said
The three jumped in the carriage as Bloom tapped the side of it, causing it to activate. They arrived back at the castle a couple hours later as Justin led everyone inside.
“Welcome back,” Celestia said
“I have something you should take a look at,” Justin said motioning to the bulge under his arms
“This was,” Celestia asked 
“Yes,” Justin said simply
“Very well. You can join your fellow students in the courtyard,” Celestia said dismissively 
The group made their way to the courtyard as practice was in session. Upon seeing their siblings, Applejack and Rarity ran over to them.
“Welcome back Bloom,” AJ said cheerfully hugging her sister
“You've completed your first mission,” Rarity said “Congratulations, all of you.”
“Welcome back Scoots,” Dash said holding out a fist
“How'd it go,” Stein asked
“Completed. I'll let you know of the details later,” Justin said
“Next group will be Apple Bloom,” Giriko said 
“Why not make this interesting? Two teams against one another,” Kid suggested
“Alright. Scootaloo will join Apple Bloom. Their opponents will be…Vinyl…and…Rarity,” Giriko announced
“Sorry Sweetie. No hard feelings,” Rarity asked
“No worries. This might be fun,” Sweetie replied 
“Applejack? Would you mind being my partner,” Rarity asked
“Of course,” AJ replied 
The weapon transformed as everyone took their positions. Rarity concentrated for a moment and caused Applejack’s whip to be completely straight as she moved to attack Apple Bloom. Both shield meisters headed to combat one another, although Scootaloo was at a disadvantage without having a weapon to attack with.
Rarity moved in and as Bloom connected with the whip; Rarity released the ability and had it wrap around the shaft as the hammer was sent flying. Vinyl took advantage and maneuvered towards Scoot’s shield before holding her blade out.
“You're done,” Vinyl said
“The winners are Vinyl and Rarity,” Giriko declared as the girls slumped down in defeat
“Girls, don't worry. Everyone has an off day,” Justin said seeing the Crusaders pouting 
“It's just,” Bloom started
“We're lousy meisters,” Scootaloo said sadly
“You had to come to our rescue in our battle and we couldn't hold our own in a simple training battle,” Bloom added
“You held your own against an opponent much stronger than you. Besides, you created some good tactics. Switching weapons and guarding one another was creative,” Justin replied
“Eeyup,” Big Mac added
“You did well. It's hard to fight against someone with the same abilities as you,” Vinyl said “And not to be rude, but you need to work together with your weapon to make sure the other can use it.”
“Thank you all,” the Crusaders said
“Stein; get the other three instructors. There's something we need to discuss,” Celestia said
“Giriko, Justin, Kid; let's go. Class dismissed,” Stein said
“When did Kid become an instructor,” Gallus asked sarcastically
“Since I've been training, for one. Two; I'm a Reaper,” Kid said simply “I have more knowledge on this subject.”
The four headed inside the castle and were directed to the same room where Kid first contacted his father.
“Justin, thank you for bringing those papers to my attention. We need to discuss their contents,” Celestia said
“What was in there,” Justin asked “The girls just grabbed everything in Tirek’s office.”
“A message to Tirek from an anonymous source. It mentions that meisters would be arriving soon,” Luna replied
“He actually knew Apple Bloom and Scootaloo were meisters and played it off. While trying to show hospitality; a colorless powder was slipped into the water pitcher he gave us. Thankfully none of us actually swallowed anything,” Justin added
“That's not good. You mentioned the girls holding their own,” Kid commented 
“They did until he released Soul Protect. Tirek went from a scrawny centaur to over your height, Princess Celestia with much more muscle. During that battle, I took over and fought with the intent to kill. Kid, I'm sorry about my actions,” Justin explained bowing his head in shame
“You did nothing wrong. I asked you to do whatever it took to protect them,” Kid said
“I ended up slashing him across the chest and one of his back legs before finishing him off with my Law Abiding Silver Gun,” Justin replied
“You did what most would probably do; disable their opponent. Considering it was a witch; there wasn't much choice,” Stein replied
“Anything else of interest,” Giriko asked
“Something about collecting human souls. The rest of the page was incomplete,” Celestia said
“Tirek had a few hundred human souls in a room. After I stopped the girls from eating them, I prayed for them to be sent to Lord Death,” Justin said
“Perhaps we should let him know about what's been happening,” Stein suggested 
“I'll do it. 42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door,” Justin recited 
“Hiya, hiya! Thank you for the souls, Justin. They have been properly delivered to the afterlife,” Lord Death said cheerfully 
“Thank you for that, oh Lord,” Justin replied, bowing his head
“We seem to have a problem, Lord Death. A group of witches have been collecting human souls. We don't know what their purpose is,” Stein said
“That certainly is bad. I hope they don't plan on creating a kishin,” Death replied
“Or resurrecting one. With the amount of souls originally collected; that seems to be a possibility,” Kid added
“We've defeated kishins before. What difference is this,” Luna asked
“They might be trying to resurrect a specific kishin,” Stein said
“Not just any kishin. The kishin,” Kid corrected
“Which one,” Celestia asked
“Asura, the first Kishin. Three meisters originally defeated him at home, but a piece of Asura’s soul could have escaped,” Death explained
“Yeah, that's not good. I thought he was destroyed once,” Giriko asked
“That could be what Neighsay’s plan is. Collect enough to resurrect Asura,” Kid suggested
“What should we do if that indeed is the case,” Luna asked
“We carry on normally. None of the students need to know about this. If Asura is indeed resurrected; we'll take care of it then,” Stein suggested 
“Very well. I received two more reports for elimination. Who wants what,” Celestia asked
“I'll take this one. Giriko; want the other,” Kid asked grabbing a folder
“Sounds good. Who are you bringing,” Giriko asked
“You'll see. Since I recently returned from a mission; you can take the second.”
“Alright. I've been itching for some excitement,” Giriko said happily popping his knuckles 
“Have fun. We'll talk to you soon father,” Kid said before Death disappeared “Giriko, just remember: we do everything we can to protect our students.”
“Of course. At least it's going to be fun,” Giriko said with a sadistic grin
● CMC ●
“Congrats on getting your witch soul, Bloom. You deserved it,” Sweetie Belle said
“I just feel useless. True, I obtained the witch soul; but I'll never get the 99 souls to make Mac a Death Scythe,” Bloom said sadly
“Enope. You just need confidence,” Big Mac said defiantly 
“Cheer up. Like Justin said; we held our own against a witch. I know we were beaten; but that's expected,” Scootaloo replied 
“You're right. Today in class, we learned that we need to practice,” Apple Bloom said perking up
“Cutie Mark Crusaders,” the girls said together 
● TWILIGHT SPARKLE ●
“Princess Celestia; could we talk?”
“What about; Twilight,” Celestia asked
“That meeting,” Twilight started before Celestia put a hand over her mouth
“Not here. In private,” Celestia whispered 
The two headed to the throne room where Twilight noticed the spells being used.
“Why the secrecy? What's wrong?”
“I can't get into detail, but there are things transpiring that are dangerous. Very few of us know as we don't trust anyone,” she replied 
“And the group that knows is Professor Stein, Giriko, Justin Law and Kid.”
“Indeed. Sorry, but that's all I can tell you,” Celestia said dismissively 
“It's alright princess. Better safe than sorry,” Twilight replied
After their meeting; Twilight headed to the house with her friends and fell asleep with more questions than answers. Celestia was worried about trust issues, but who did she fear? She wouldn't get an answer from the others, so Twilight decided to push the idea to the back of her mind.
● LUNA & CELESTIA ●
“Sister, was it right to mention anything to Twilight,” Luna asked
“No, it wasn't. We both know that she'd try and ask one of the others the same thing,” Celestia replied
“You're right. Hopefully we find out what is going on soon,” Luna said
“That's what I hope for. If Neighsay is indeed trying to resurrect this Asura; Equestria is in serious trouble.”
“Agreed. From what I surmised from the others; this kishin is the hardest opponent to fight,” Luna said
● NEIGHSAY ●
“This isn't good! I had three witches whose sole purpose was to kill whatever meisters get sent to them! Now, one's been eliminated and the souls I needed are gone,” Neighday yelled, hitting his desk “Looks like I have to resort to other measures.”
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‘Target: Sombra
Location: Mountains near the Crystal Kingdom 
Status: Alive
Wanted: Dead
Believed to be a Kishin, proceed with caution. Eliminate with extreme prejudice.’
“Alright, listen up. Here's the file for our target,” Giriko said, handing it to them
“Are you sure I need to go with,” Smolder asked
“You'll be alright. I won't let anything happen to you,” Silverstream replied
“Yona has advantage. Easy to create ice pillars,” Yona said
“I sent a message to the nearby ruler to expect our arrival and assist if we need it,” Giriko replied
“In the meantime, what are we doing,” Gallus asked
“We get ready to leave. The train ride will be a few hours. Anyone needing rest can do so there.”
“What do you say? Want to make your families proud,” Sandbar asked
“Yeah,” the other five cheered “Let's go kick kishin butt!”
“Giriko; make sure to do that as well,” Kid commented cryptically 
“Gotcha. I planned on that anyways.”
● SOMBRA ●
“Another group of meisters are heading your way,” Neighsay said
“Good. How's the plan proceeding,” Sombra asked
“There have been some snags. The kishin souls we stored here and in Dodge City were taken by the same person. The human souls were sent away to an unknown location,” Neighsay explained
“We'll have to make do. Hopefully we can resurrect Asura.”
“If you fail, there will only be one barrier stopping Celestia and those brats,” Neighsay threatened
● DELEGATES ●
“I…sh…should…should've…b…brought…a…ja…jacket,” Smolder said through chattering teeth
“Here. Take this,” Giriko said handing her his jacket
“Thank you,” Smolder said
“You're welcome. I’m just glad Celestia gave me that before we left. Don't worry, I've had worse.”
The group arrived at the Crystal Empire train station where the three changed into their weapon forms. Giriko threw the fallen jacket back on as they trudged through the snow.
“Our target's in there. We'll take the other cabin and rest.”
Without argument, everyone headed inside and rearranged the room for them to fit. Some time later, someone was pounding on the door.
“What the hell do you want?”
“I just wanted to see the meisters that were sent to kill me. Allow me to introduce myself. The name's Sombra,” he said casually
“How do you know about us,” Sandbar asked
“A friend of mine informed me. You're not the only meister that came out here,” Sombra answered “I’ll do you a favor. You have until tomorrow to get adjusted before I kill you. Have a nice day.”
“What are we going to do,” Ocellus asked later as they sat there
“Smoulder; you'll be used as a surprise. Burn the snow underneath Sombra to keep him off balance. We have to be careful about the snow.”
“Why not have Yona and I working together. Yona creates an ice pillar and I'll shatter it,” Gallus suggested 
“I like it. Just remember; if Sombra isn't what he seems, I'll take over.”
“Are you sure you'll be able to fight,” Ocellus asked “You don't have a meister.”
“I'll be fine. I've actually handled something like this before. As for meisters; a friend can help.”
“We'll have to wait to see your friend,” Gallus asked curiously
“Yeah.”
The group fell asleep huddled together against the cold in the middle of the room as Giriko took the opposite corner and slept in. He figured that the sooner they fought against their enemy; the sooner they could eat. 
A few hours later in the early hours of the morning, a container was sitting by the front door. Giriko quietly headed out to relieve himself; to find the gift with a simple note attached and brought it inside.
‘Thought you could use some food. Don't want to fight on an empty stomach. It's not tainted in any way.
-Sombra’
“Rise and shine.”
“You cooked,” Ocellus asked
“No. Our kishin friend brought it over.”
“Are we really going to believe that it's not poisoned,” Sandbar asked skeptically
“I'd rather eat than not. Besides it would be rude to let this go to waste.”
Giriko opened the container to reveal a few pieces of cooked fish and roasted vegetables. After finding a few forks and knives in a forgotten bundle on the floor and cleaning them in the snow; the group enjoyed their food.
“That was delicious,” Gallus said
“Yona agree,” the yak said
“Best I've ever had,” Smoulder added
The group reluctantly headed outside to fight against the kishin that seemed to be hospitable to them. A cloaked Sombra emerged from his hut, carrying an object on his side that clanked against his armor.
“I hope everyone enjoyed their final meal. It's a shame to have to kill such young meisters such as yourselves, but I have a duty to take care of,” Sombra said removing his cloak “Give me your best shot.”
“Remember what I told you. Keep your focus,” Giriko said
Sandbar charged forward with Ocellus right behind him. She swung the axe at Sombra, only to have the attack parried. Sandbar used the distraction to attack with the claws, causing only a glancing blow against Sombra’s side.
“Be careful. He's wearing armor,” Sandbar called
“Very astute of you boy. You didn't think I'd arrive unprepared did you,” Sombra taunted
Sombra kicked Sandbar away as he returned his focus on the axe meister. Sombra summoned black spikes to show up and attempt to skewer everyone, only to be stopped when Ocellus swung Yona directly into the snow, causing ice to form on the pillars.
“Very creative,” Sombra admitted
“Let's do it,” Silverstream said
Getting around Sombra, Silverstream used Smoulder’s flamethrower to melt the ice under Sombra as an ice pillar was created by Yona as it was shattered by Gallus. The combination attack sent Sombra skidding into the ice, causing him to have to resort to using the sword to stop his momentum. 
Once he stood up, Sombra found many ice shards sticking into the armor. One also managed to slip between the plates on the side and punctured the skin a little. 
Sandbar and Silverstream charged again towards Sombra, hoping to keep him off balance with multiple attackers.
“I'll give you meisters credit. You've actually managed to damage me. I'm done taking it easy on you. Soul Protect Release,” Sombra said
“Shit! This ain't good. Back off and let me handle this,” Giriko ordered 
“Good. Maybe you can give me a challenge,” Sombra taunted
Giriko wrapped some chains around his legs as he charged in for an attack. Sombra was caught off guard by the kick and ended stumbling back. He swung the blade at Giriko’s chest, only for more chains to show up, to stop the attack.
“Didn't think it would be easy; did you? Saw Leg!”
Giriko jumped in the air and attempted to drive his leg into his opponent, only for Sombra to turn at the last minute. In response, Giriko landed on the flat of the sword and proceeded to travel the length of the blade, finally delivering a kick to his opponent's face.
“That hurt,” Sombra complained “You're really a challenge.”
“Well I wasn't hoping to have to show off, but this is fun.”
“Fun? I'm really going to have to step up my attack, if I want to defeat you,” Sombra retorted
“Time to finish this!”
Giriko placed a hand on the ground momentarily. The ground started to shake as a pair of ten-foot ice golems pulled themselves out of the ice of the mountain.
“Take care of the kids and protect them,” Giriko ordered one of the golems
“What are you doing,” Sandbar demanded
“Fulfilling a promise about protecting you!”
The group was herded together far enough away as the golem started creating an igloo for them and stood in front of the opening, preventing their escape.
“Let us out,” Gallus said after returning to his normal form
The golem only grunted in response and refused to budge. From the small opening they had, they watched as Giriko transformed into a chainsaw as the other golem picked him up.
“Now we get to see a real weapon in action,” Silverstream said as everyone nodded 
The chainsaw clashed against the sword as sparks flew off. Sombra ended up losing his balance as the golem continued his charge.
“Hahaha. Come on you bastard,” Giriko yelled from his chainsaw
“I've been alive for 1,000 years! What have you done,” Sombra yelled indignantly 
Giriko replied by having his golem rev up the speed as it overpowered Sombra. During one of the attacks with the saw; Sombra wedged his sword, trying to stop its momentum and disable it.
“Reverse Rotation!”
The golem flipped a switch and the chain altered itself, causing the sword to be destroyed. In response, Sombra sent a series of black spikes into the golem, destroying it.
“That was too easy,” Sombra taunted 
“Don't be so sure.”
Another golem was formed and picked up where its predecessor left off against the witch, slicing off the armor, much to Sombra’s horror.
“The difference between you and I is that I spent 800 years training, while you sat on your ass!” 
The golem continued its attack and sliced Sombra in half, destroying him. Giriko reverted back as he destroyed the golems, and caused the igloo to harmlessly collapse.
“That was awesome! You kicked butt,” Gallus said
“So that's the power of a weapon,” Sandbar commented
“This belongs to you,” Giriko said tossing them the soul
“Gallus, take it. You lead the attack,” Smolder said
“Giriko, you should have it,” Gallus argued
“Nah, I just did my job. You were the leader's weapon.”
“So, you defeated Sombra. Allow me to introduce myself. I am Prince Shining Armor of the Crystal Empire,” Shining said approaching the group with his weapon
“Giriko. Glad you got my letter.”
“I'm Ocellus and this is my partner Yona,” she said with a bow
“Silverstream and Smolder,” they said 
“I'm Gallus and my meister Sandbar,” Gallus said
“Nice to meet you all. Follow me and I'll lead you to the castle,” Shining said 
“Giriko; should we go,” Ocellus asked curiously 
“Go ahead. I'll be behind you momentarily. Something I need to check out.”
As Shining led everyone away, Giriko waited until they were out of sight before heading inside the cabin. After Justin brought back papers; it was now unofficial to check for any paperwork they might have, in the hopes of it revealing something.
“Come on, where are you?”
He proceeded to check everything, destroying items in the process. Having not found anything, the next thing destroyed was the wood floor.
“Finally found something you damn lousy bastard. Let's see ‘SECRET’ stamped on the envelope is certainly something of interest. Now, I'm just gonna destroy everything to release my frustrations.”
By destroying the shack, another pile of papers were found buried in a small hole. Deciding on a theory, the other cabin they were in was checked as well.
“Bingo! This asshole had a stash of papers here after all! To think we were sitting on this the whole time! Best to get this and go meet the others.”
Giriko activated the chains around his legs and used them to speed up his travel through the mountains. A little while later, he made it within a short distance to the Crystal Empire.
“Giriko. This way,” Shining called
“Nice place. I had a pit stop to make.”
“It's about what Kid mentioned,” Shining said
“Yeah. The kids don’t know and I'm not planning on telling them either.”
“Very well,” Shining replied
The two headed to the palace where everyone else was. Giriko was impressed by the actual design being all crystal. There really wasn't anything that could compare to the beauty at home, or anywhere else.
“Giriko, you're back. Allow me to properly introduce myself. I am Princess Mi Amore Cadenza; but you can just call me Princess Cadence,” she said
“Sorry, I couldn't be here earlier. Something I needed to do first.”
“It's fine. We knew about you being late. Your students were resting after their battle,” Cadence said
“You were amazing, Giriko! You actually defeated a witch on your own,” Ocellus said
“That golem was your surprise? How'd you do that,” Gallus asked
“Back at home, I was known as an Enchanter. I could create and control golems easily. That's also how I've lived for 800 years. I've had numerous bodies in that time.”
“You'll be staying here for a few days, if you don't mind,” Shining said
“That's fine with me. They seem to be thrilled” Giriko replied as the students were giddy with excitement 
Later that night, only three people were still awake for various reasons. Cadence and Shining were busy running their empire, while Giriko was busy looking over the paperwork he brought as there was a knock on his door.
“Giriko; would you come with me to the throne room? We'd like to discuss some things in private,” Shining asked 
He grabbed the papers and headed to the throne room. Once inside, the two unicorns sealed off the room for privacy.
“We'd like to know more about the papers you brought with you,” Cadence said 
“From what I know, Sombra was indeed a witch and working with someone else. He knew about our arrival and seemed to be on a mission. Kid mentioned the idea about someone in particular being resurrected, which was why so many souls were collected.”
“Who did he want to bring back,” Shining asked
“A kishin by the name of ‘Asura’. He was the first of his kind and supposed to have been destroyed. His return means bad shit for everyone.”
“The two of us will be standing by to protect the Crystal Empire if necessary,” Shining said
“Thank you. I'll let Kid know about that.”
“The students mentioned you transformed into a weapon. What are you,” Shining asked
“I'm a chainsaw. I can also wrap the chains around me if necessary. It's best you just take my word, as I don't want to destroy anything in the castle.”
“Very well. I would rather not see anything destroyed,” Cadence said
The next day, Sandbar and the others were careful in checking out the palace to see just how different it was.
“This is amazing! I've never seen a castle like this,” Silverstream said
“What's your home look like,” Sandbar asked
“Mt. Aris is in ruins on the top of the mountain; causing everyone to live underwater,” Silverstream replied
“Well, this certainly is different than the school. It's smaller, to say the least,” Gallus said
“Yona know castle smaller. Not designed for yaks,” Yona commented
“Sorry about the size. This wasn't built with visitors from other tribes in mind,” Cadence said
“Are there any secret passages in here,” Ocellus asked
“Probably. I've never explored every inch of the castle,” Cadence admitted 
“I'd believe there are some secrets here. As to what; even I don't know,” Shining answered
“Tomorrow we're heading back home.”
“Do we have to,” the students said together sadly
“Yeah, we do. I need to report back and they're probably getting worried about not hearing from us.”
“I did write to them letting them know you would be leaving soon,” Cadence replied
“How's about we head outside for a moment. I'd like to ask you about your weapon form.”
The group; now very curious, headed outside to the city to talk. Cadence seemed to be nervous that someone called her outside. Giriko led everyone to the edge of town to have plenty of room.
“Before we start; I need a friend.”
A smaller golem, the same size as Giriko emerged from the snow as he completed his transformation into the chainsaw and reverted back afterwards as the golem was destroyed.
“So that's your complete form? That is intimidating to say the least,” Cadence said
“Have you tried changing your weapon form? I've seen Kid accomplish that with his partners.”
“I've never transformed into anything other than a bow. What would you suggest,” she asked
“A crossbow, perhaps. It's easier to fire repeatedly than drawing a bow back at arm's length. Try saying ‘Weapon Shift. Crossbow.”
“Weapon Shift. Crossbow,” Shining directed
To his surprise, Cadence glowed white for a moment before altering in his hands. Instinctively,  Shining pulled the trigger and watched as a single bolt was fired. Cadence reverted back and ran over to Giriko.
“Thank you so much! I never thought it was possible to accomplish such a feat,” Cadence said hugging him
“You're welcome. I thought it might be a good idea to try and see if it would work. Perhaps we get going now and be home soon.”
“Very well. Take care everyone,” Cadence said
She and Shining led the group to the train station and decided to see them off. Giriko managed to throw the papers inside his jacket as he fell asleep on the trip.
“Welcome back everyone. I'm glad to know your mission was successful,” Celestia said as they walked inside 
“We got to see Giriko’s awesome weapon form,” Smolder said
“You ended up having to use the chainsaw? Glad to know we're one step closer,” Kid commented
“About that; you might want to read these,” Giriko said handing over the papers “Thank you for the jacket. It helped two of us out.”
“Thank you Princess Celestia,” Smolder said
“You're both very welcome. I am glad that was beneficial,” Celestia replied 
“Why don't you all hang out with the other students in the courtyard? Twilight; you're in change in the meantime,” Kid said
“Me? Are you sure about that,” Twilight asked
“I am. Just make sure no one does anything stupid or reckless,” he replied looking at the Crusaders 
“Our middle names are ‘Stupid’ and ‘Reckless’,” Scootaloo said, with a chuckle 
“They are not. And even if they were; that's not something to be proud of,” Applejack said causing Scootaloo to stick her tongue out in response 
Celestia led the four into the throne room once again for their meeting. She used her magic to create the table and chairs for everyone to use.
“Cadence informed you about our staying. The building Sombra was in and the other shack contained those papers. He was working to resurrect someone and as with Justin; knew about our purpose. What seemed to be surprising was the hospitality he showed us.”
“What did he do,” Stein asked
“Guessing we didn't have any food; actually placed a container of fish and vegetables in front of the door for us. Thankfully, it wasn't tainted in any way and it did taste delicious.”
“I'm not expecting anything of the sort during my mission. It could be that by playing nice, we won't destroy them. Unfortunately, with the resurrection of Asura; pleasantries won't be reciprocated. I know the souls I took were normal kishin souls that were supposed to be part of the feast, but I changed part of their plans. I'd be lying if I said I wasn't nervous about my mission. From what I've read; this might be the hardest of them all,” Kid replied 
“Lord Death will be guiding you on your mission. Remember that and you can succeed,” Justin said reassuringly
“Thanks for that. I'm not going to hold back during the fight,” Kid said
“You'd better not. Kick that bitch’s ass.”
“Normally, I wouldn't condone such language, but considering this is a private meeting; I concur. Kick her flank,” Celestia added
“I can't believe that Sombra stored papers in the cabin I was in. Then again; I wasn't looking for anything at the time,” Kid admitted 
“Be careful. She is a very crafty opponent and will do whatever she can to beat you,” Luna warned
“Thank you for the advice,” Kid said “I'd better get ready for my trip tomorrow.”
“Good luck, Kid,” Stein said
“Thanks. I'm going to need it,” Kid replied with a sigh
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‘Target: Chrysalis
Location: Unknown
Status: Alive
Wanted: Dead
Believed to be a Kishin, proceed with caution. Member of the Changeling race, may shapeshift into others. Eliminate with extreme prejudice.’
“This is our target. Be careful,” Kid said handing over the file
“This is awesome! Our first mission,” Vinyl said excitedly
“We're heading through the Everfree Forest. Princess Celestia informed me about a Changeling hive through there.”
Kid made sure to wear the boots and his usual black outfit as he didn't trust anything happening during the trip. Vinyl was waiting in the throne room in the meantime.
“Sorry, I had to get ready.”
“No problem. I was just thinking,” Vinyl replied 
“Oh? What about?”
“This is the first time I get to be in a real life or death situation. I've never seen a kishin before,” she answered 
“You'll be fine, Vinyl. I'm your weapon partner. I won't let anything happen to you,” Octavia said
“That's why I'm going with. If anything happens, I'll step in and take over. Before we leave; there is something I suggest you have made.”
“What's that important,” Vinyl asked
“A scabbard and back-mount for your shield. That way you don't wear yourself  out during the trip there.”
“Sounds reasonable. Besides; we don't know the area we're getting into,” Octavia added
“Very well. There's a blacksmith in Ponyville that can help,” Vinyl said
The group boarded the train home and were there in half an hour. Vinyl knew the way and took Octavia there while Kid headed back home. After the crafting was done; Vinyl agreed to meet at his house before they left.
● VINYL SCRATCH ●
“Good morning Iron Blade. Would you mind making a few items for me?”
“Of course. What do you need made,” the blacksmith asked
“A scabbard and back-mount please.”
“Change into your weapon form please so I can get the proper measurements,” Iron Blade said
About an hour later; the two items were made. The mount was a simple leather and cloth frame that wrapped around its user's shoulders and back with a few non-invasive attachments for the shield to rest against comfortably. The scabbard was a simple metal tube that allowed the blade to be removed with ease and attached to the back mount with snaps.
“Thank you very much, sir.”
“You're very welcome. I wish you best of look on your mission,” he said
“You do look good with that,” Octavia added
“Thank you again for everything.”
● DEATH the KID ●
“Kid, girls! You're back,” Blair said excitedly
“Not for long. We're heading on a mission with Vinyl and Octavia,” Cloud Chaser said
“Good luck. I've been rather bored with no one here. Maybe I should just visit you at the school,” Blair suggested 
“We'll see. Before heading home we'll stop by,” Flitter said
KNOCK! KNOCK!
“Kid? I'm ready,” Vinyl called
“Nice setup. Glad to see everything fits.”
“Thank you,” Vinyl replied
“Alright girls. Once we get to the forest, transform and remain in your weapon forms. There's no telling what's there.”
“Got it,” the sisters said simultaneously 
“Understood,” Octavia replied
The group headed through town and stopped momentarily at the edge of the Everfree Forest to have everyone transform. Once that was done; they proceeded to their destination.
“Hold up a moment. There's something coming,” Kid said in a whisper 
Using his Soul Perception; he saw a kishin was approaching their location. Looking at the appearance, he saw a black bug-like creature. Drawing out a pistol, he quietly destroyed his enemy and handed the soul to Vinyl.
“It's yours.”
“You take it. Besides, you destroyed the kishin,” she replied
“Drop down. From here forward, we crawl. Keep your blade within reach. Switch. Silencer Pistols.”
Vinyl took the other side of the path and drew the sword out. Seeing a finger from the other side; she knew a changeling was approaching. A simple slash to the body was enough to destroy an unwanted visitor as she continued. Kid motioned to her once to let Vinyl know as he withdrew a pistol and shot an approaching changeling; creating only a muffled ‘POP’. 
The two took their time and eliminated any kishin in their path. Kid was surprised that he had already consumed an additional 51 souls. He knew he still needed the 2 witch souls, along with the remaining 48 kishin souls.
“That's our destination,” Kid said pointing to a black hive before brushing himself off
“Well, at least we're here. Unfortunately, there's more than just our target in there,” Vinyl said cleaning herself 
“Let's just get inside the hive.”
The two hurried inside, not caring about being seen. Once there, a loud buzzing erupted to show the displeasure of having unwanted visitors. 
“Who dares enter my nest,” a voice called 
“Your destruction. I'll eliminate everyone here to get to you if I have to,” Kid replied coldly
“There's thousands of my changelings and only two meisters. They deserve payback for all those you killed on the way here,” the voice said with a hint of anger 
“So be it. Everyone here dies. Shift. Machine Guns.”
With that, Kid released small bursts destroying groups at a time while Vinyl took out any stragglers that got too close. The entire room was eliminated, leaving almost 50 souls.
“Take these. You deserve them and it's not up for discussion.”
“Octavia, feast time,” Vinyl said releasing her partner
“Thank you for the meal I'm about to eat,” Octavia said
“You're welcome.”
“Kid; are you going to be alright? That's a lot of energy you've expended,” Vinyl asked
“I'll be okay. My soul is as strong as the princesses. Let's move on through the hive.”
“Very well. Tavi, transform,” Vinyl said
The next room had the same result as Kid eliminated the main portion of the enemies, while Vinyl assisted on stragglers. Kid took the majority of souls in that room, bringing him to just need the two witches. 
“This is ridiculous. How many of them are there,” Vinyl asked after their latest room
“Too many. I'm changing tactics. Weapon Shift. Grenade Launcher.”
The pistols gained their usual glow and altered, becoming a much different weapon then what Vinyl had ever seen. Firing a single round into the next room caused everyone to be instantly destroyed, including those in the nearby vicinity.
“That helps speeding things up. We'll clean up the hive sooner,” Vinyl said cheerfully 
Kid proceeded to shoot each room as necessary as the pair made their way to the throne room; leaving nothing behind. Upon entering the throne room; their leader tossed a pair of bottles to them as Kid had the weapons return to normal.
“Drink. It'll replenish what you've expended during your battles. I'm Chrysalis, by the way. This hive has nothing to do with Vladimir Neighsay or his plan to resurrect an old friend. I don't care if you know, as you're not leaving my hive alive,” Chrysalis said smugly 
“If you don't mind my asking; what exactly is the drink?”
“It's a special nectar my changelings can make. And no; it's not secretions from us. That thought alone is revolting. There are certain flowers in the nearby forest that are used,” Chrysalis explained
Kid opened the bottle and proceeded to take a couple swallows as Vinyl did the same. Afterwards, the two stuck the bottles near the wall to be out of the way.
“Old friend? What's she talking about,” Vinyl asked curiously 
“Someone that I'd rather you not know about. Let's just say that I'll do anything to prevent his return.”
“Very well. I'll make sure you don't suffer. Now give me your souls willingly and save yourself the trouble of a fight,” Chrysalis taunted
“Sorry, but I'm not willing to go down without a fight.”
“Same goes for me,” Vinyl added, showing false bravado 
“I'll start with you, girly. How do you like fighting,” Chrysalis started “against yourself.”
Chrysalis proceeded to change into Vinyl as the real one drew her weapons in preparation of battle. Chrysalis charged and kicked Vinyl in the stomach, sending her backwards.
“Having fun? You watching boy? Once I finish with her; you're next,” Chrysalis said
Vinyl countered with a kick of her own before attempting to slash at her opponent. Chrysalis jumped back just in the nick of time as only a stray strand of hair was cut off.
Not wanting to lose her opportunity; Vinyl pressed the attack by using the shield as a battering ram and adding the sword afterwards. Chrysalis attempted to kick Vinyl, only to be met by the shield blocking the attack.
“Not bad. You actually believe you can win,” Chrysalis said
Looking over at Kid; Chrysalis decided to change into him to taunt Vinyl into attacking her companion. Chrysalis attacked with a kick to Vinyl’s legs, dropping her. The changeling decided to revert back to her opponent in order to feel humiliated that Vinyl was killed by ‘herself’.
“Playtime’s over. Say goodbye,” Chrysalis said, picking up Vinyl’s sword before instantly dropping it
“You might look like my meister, but you don't have her soul wavelength,” Octavia said through the sword
“No matter. I'll use a different blade,” she replied
Chrysalis proceeded to summon a sword, only for it to be shot out of her hands.
“I don't think so. I'll take you on now.”
Kid had decided to holster the pistols and fight unarmed. He knew she was going to be tough and had to step to protect Vinyl. 
“Reaper Art. Death Stance.”
Kid proceeded to throw off the trench coat and prepared to attack. Throwing a kick to the legs caused an unprepared Chrysalis to stumble backwards. His opponent altered form again.
“Willing to fight against yourself” Chrysalis asked
“Yeah, I will.”
Chrysalis tried to attack low, only for Kid to catch her leg and rolled towards the right, causing her to be thrown off balance. Kid proceeded to follow up with a kick to the ribs.
“I'm…going…to…kill…you…for…that,” she said through breaths 
“Good luck with that.”
Kid attempted another attack, only to be pushed away. Chrysalis struggled to get to her feet and changed back to her original form. Spotting the fallen blade, she grabbed it and started swinging it wildly, before having it knocked out of her hands a second time.
“Time to end this. Soul Protect Release,” Chrysalis said
“Kid; do you want me to take over,” Vinyl asked
“I have to ask you something.”
“What's that,” Vinyl whispered
“Can you preform a shield spell,” he whispered as she nodded “Do it, please.”
Vinyl let her horn glow momentarily as she proceeded to put the shield up in the room, blocking off the exit. Kid retrieved the bottle and took another swallow to help him.
“What do you hope to accomplish? Only one of us can fly,” Chrysalis demanded opening her wings
“Beelzebub.”
“Cute trick. It can't match me,” Chrysalis said
She began to fly in hopes of escaping Kid. Approaching the door, Chrysalis realized she was trapped. Kid calmly jumped on the skateboard and began firing at his opponent, with the shots either glancing off, or missing completely.
“Vinyl, cover up!”
Vinyl instinctively raised her shield above her head as she crouched down, not knowing what Kid was planning on doing.
“Scattershot.”
Vinyl couldn't see what was transpiring, but Chrysalis was on the receiving end of countless shots that managed to hit her armor and destroy her wings, sending her crashing into the ground.
“You filthy meister! Who do you think you are,” Chrysalis demanded
“The Grim Reaper. Vinyl, toss me your sword!”
“Are you sure,” she asked
“Positive.”
Kid holstered his left pistol and proceeded to use the sword in his left hand as Chrysalis picked up her fallen sword, for the third time. The two clashed as he proceeded to shoot her every time Chrysalis stalled.
“You bastard! Is this some game to you,” Chrysalis asked
“I'm ending this. Soul Resonance!”
Cloud Chaser and Flitter’s weapon forms glowed around Kid's arms as they completely morphed. Gone were the pistols and present were twin cannons that contained a huge three-pointed skull that traversed the entire barrel. 
“Sound rate at 3 percent,” Chaser said
“Death Cannon. Fire!”
Two huge blasts erupted from the cannons and destroyed Chrysalis, leaving just the witch soul behind. Afterwards, Kid and Vinyl allowed their weapons to return as they finished the drink they were given.
“Kid, you deserve the honors. You did most of the work in here,” Vinyl said
“Chaser; it's all yours.”
“Our first witch soul. What's going to happen afterwards,” Chaser asked curiously
“I don't know. We'll figure it out as a team.”
Chaser swallowed the soul and proceeded to return to weapon form. While she did, both began to glow and alter form again. Seconds later, Kid was still looking at twin pistols, with an obvious difference. They no longer were .38 caliber pistols, but .42 caliber Death Eagles.
“Nice! You've changed pistol forms. Take a look.”
One by one, they transformed, allowing the other to see what they now looked like.
“Congratulations on making them your weapons,” Octavia said
“We're not completely there yet. This would make a normal weapon a Death Scythe, but I still have to collect a second witch soul to do so. Please return to your weapon forms and we'll head out.”
The girls returned to their forms, as Kid stored them inside the holsters, before casually retrieving his trench coat. Vinyl dropped the shield as they proceeded to leave.
Their return trip home though the forest was uneventful as everyone returned to Chaser and Flitter’s residence for the evening.
“How'd it go,” Blair asked curiously 
“We successfully defeated our first witch,” Flitter said cheerfully 
“And gained a new form at the same time,” Chaser added
Flitter proceeded to transform as her sister showed Blair, although the latter couldn't wield the pistol.
“That's amazing! Congrats to all of you! So, you've increased from .38 to .42 caliber pistols. How'd you do, Vinyl,” Blair asked
“We collected the 99 kishin souls needed, but thought Kid deserved Chrysalis’s witch soul for all the work he did,” Vinyl replied 
“There will be another chance. If I do not become a Death Scythe; I am okay with that,” Octavia added
“Blair; why don't you come back with us to the academy?”
“Of course I'll come. I'd actually like to see more of Canterlot,” she replied 
“We'll all head back tomorrow.”
Later that night Vinyl and Octavia headed home as they agreed to meet up at the train station around 9:30 to return to the academy. After they arrived back at the castle, Kid noticed the mood seemed different.
“Meeting. Now,” Celestia said coldly
“Go ahead and join the others. I'll see you soon.”
Kid followed Celestia directly to the throne room and proceeded to apply the usual enchantments to the room. He joined the others at the table, sitting between Giriko and Justin.
“Why did you do it,” Celestia demanded angrily 
“Could you please specify the question,” Kid asked calmly 
“Why did you eliminate the entire changeling hive,” she asked
“One; I didn't need any surprise attacks waiting for me along the way. Two; I never trust what a witch says. Chrysalis admitted Neighsay is planning on resurrecting Asura, and mentioned her hive has nothing to do with it. Every changeling there was a kishin; so yeah, I killed them. For all we know, had I left them alone; Neighsay destroys everyone and uses the thousands of souls for Asura. Vinyl took the 99 she needed, and allowed me to take everything else.”
“Celestia; perhaps this is a case of the wrong thing for the right reasons,” Stein suggested 
“I've seen the bastard, Asura. He really is scary as hell. If Kid had to take the souls, it was for the best,” Giriko said
“I agree. The purpose of the DWMA was to prevent the creation of kishins. Kid acted to continue that purpose,” Justin added
“I did what I had to. If it means protecting Equestria; as the Grim Reaper, I will take matters into my own hands.”
“Sister, perhaps they are right. We do not know what Asura is capable of; but the others do. Let them do what has to be done,” Luna said
“Very well. Kid; as you are the Grim Reaper, you may do what you have to,” Celestia said with a sigh
“Changing the subject; you actually confirmed Neighsay to be the witch,” Stein said
“Yeah, Chrysalis admitted it. The problem is, we can't charge him as the one who told me is dead.”
“Congrats on getting your first witch. What's your weapon form look like,” Giriko asked
“They're still pistols, but the actual type altered. Instead of being .38 caliber pistols; they're now .42 caliber Death Eagles.”
“Congratulations Kid. Perhaps we should show your father the progress you've made,” Justin suggested 
“I agree. Other than that; we need to let him know about our findings with Asura,” Stein added
“Alright. Allow me to bring the girls here.”
● COURTYARD ●
“Welcome back girls. How'd it go,” Twilight asked
“We collected our first witch soul,” Cloud Chaser replied 
“Congratulations! I always hoped you'd make it,” Twilight said cheerfully 
“What's it look like,” Rainbow Dash asked
Flitter proceeded to transform so everyone could see their form. After returning back, most of the students gave them congratulations on their progress. 
“Girls, would you please follow me,” Kid called
● DEATH the KID ●
The three rejoined the princesses and were led to the library where the teachers were waiting for their arrival.
“Cloud Chaser, Flitter; congratulations on collecting your first witch soul and gaining a new appearance,” Stein said
“Thank you professor,” the girls said together 
“42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door.”
“Hiya, hiya! What's up,” Lord Death said
“We finally had confirmation regarding our witch problem.”
“That's good news. What about,” Death asked
“A witch I battled the other day, admitted the person we informed you about; Vladimir Neighsay, was indeed planning on resurrecting Asura.”
“He was destroyed by three meisters once. DO WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO DO IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE HIM,” Death said as his eye holes narrowed and his voice deepened 
“Of course father. We will not fail on our mission. I did manage to collect the first witch soul I need.”
“Can I see what they look like,” DtK asked, interjecting himself 
“Of course. Transform.”
“Amazing! That's their new form? It reminds me of when I temporarily connected the lines of Sanzu. Gain any new weapon forms,” DtK asked
“As you previously knew; they have become a sniper rifle and shotgun. Now; I've added dual machine guns and a grenade launcher to the arsenal. The sniper and grenade aren't going to be used as they require a lot of energy to expend.”
“That's still impressive you have managed to accomplish such a feat! You really are the Grim Reaper,” DtK said
“Thank you very much. When I became displaced; I hoped to become my own entity, and not just a carbon copy of the original. I'm glad to see that we share similarities, but are different in our abilities.”
“I was one of the three that originally defeated Asura and I know that was the worst fight I've ever been in. If you can find a way to block the madness; then make good use of it,” DtK said
“I found one method that could help; but I'm not sure how ethical it would be considered,” Stein replied 
“If it helps, I'm in.”
“Before we do anything else; we need to have a plan,” Justin said
“Princess; do you know of another weapon that could help out?"
“I do. Cheerilee is a teacher in Ponyville and a weapon. I'll send for her as soon as I can,” Celestia replied
“Good, because we're going to need her. We'll talk to you later father.”
“See you soon. If not; I love you both, Kid,” Death said
“I love you too father.”
“Back to the plan,” Luna suggested, returning focus
“We're going to split in three groups. Cheerilee and Stein will take the students into any secret passages in the castle to escape. Next as middle guards will be Justin and Giriko. Finally, as first defenders will be myself, Celestia and Twilight and her friends. They are the most skilled meisters not to have gone on a mission, and they would probably insert themselves up front.”
“Very well. In my research, I found a book on removing the fear response from another person. The process will require a small needle prick in a specific nerve to do so,” Stein explained 
“I'll gladly volunteer for it. Any advantage we gain can help.”
“I will also go through the process,” Celestia said with slight hesitation in her voice “I cannot vouch for Twilight and the others about this.”
“If you are in agreement,” Stein suggested
● NEIGHSAY ●
“None of this has worked out like I wanted! That punk eliminated Chrysalis and the kishin souls there! Now I have to resort to despite measures to do this.”
Neighsay proceeded to take the souls of the remaining members of the Education Council using a simple knife to kill them. He placed the souls in a box that contained the body of the original kishin; somehow sent to Equestria after his defeat.
“Oh great Asura, I come to you with an offering of souls. These seven souls will nourish you until you feast on the souls here in Equestria.”
The bandages around his head opened as Asura proceeded to swallow the souls he was given.
“You brought me back,” Asura asked
“I did, Lord Asura. You are now in Equestria.”
“Tell me more about this ‘Equestria’,” Asura asked
“It is run by two princesses named Celestia and Luna.”
“What about Lord Death,” Asura added
“His son is here.”
“Interesting. I get to see one of the three that originally destroyed me again,” Asura mused “Who are you?”
“I am Vladimir Neighsay, your loyal subject. I cannot say how you came here, but I will help you out.”
“Very well Vladimir Neighsay. When I am ready, I will attack the DWMA,” Asura decided
● MANE-SIX ●
Twilight and the others were enjoying dinner with Chaser, Flitter and Blair when Twilight immediately felt her head hit the table, causing panic in the others.
“Twi; what happened,” AJ asked
“The presence of an evil soul. Something we've never seen and definitely not native to Equestria. It's from the same world as professor Stein and the other instructors,” Twilight answered, lifting her head up
“That's not good. We're going to have to fight against it, aren’t we” Rarity asked
“I hope it's not what I think it is,” Blair replied 
“What haven't you told us,” Dash demanded
“This presence you felt belongs to the kishin,” Blair answered 
“There are quite a lot of kishins,” Twilight said “how can it be just one?”
“It's the original kishin, Asura. This isn't good at all,” Blair said
“If this is as bad as you said, we are going to fight it,” Twilight decided as the others nodded in agreement 
● CANTERLOT CASTLE ●
Kid fell off his chair in shock of what he felt as Stein helped him up.
“Are you alright,” Stein asked
“What was that feeling,” Celestia asked
“He's back. Asura’s back,” a shocked Kid answered

	
		7 DWMA vs. Asura



□ EQUESTRIAN MADNESS TOUR □
● ASURA ●
“Lord Asura; perhaps I should accompany you? You need to regain your strength before going against the princesses,” Neighsay suggested 
“Very well. You will lead me into other areas to feast,” Asura ordered
“Are you going to slaughter everyone in your way,” Neighsay asked curiously 
“No. Only a few will be taken at a time. Suspicion does not need to be created.”
“Of course. I have a spy in the princesses’ castle, but I haven't heard anything from her. I had to visit the other witches here in person to inform them of the plan,” Neighsay said
“Perhaps the princesses have taken precautions? They might know someone is a spy and keep things in private. That is why I do not want to take too many souls in one area. No need to draw attention.”
With Neighsay leading, the two proceeded to leave Ponyville and take the train to Appleloosa first. The Chancellor decided on sleeping on the way there while Asura stared out the window.
“Amazing! I am in another world,” Asura thought “The residents are human-like creatures. I believe they were called ‘ponies’.”
Once the train stopped, the two were greated by Braeburn, before immediately backing off.
“What's the matter? Do I have something on me?”
“I ain't seen a creature in bandages before,” Braeburn answered
“You see me as a freak?”
“Never said that. Just different,” Braeburn said hesitantly
“There are no souls in the area. Perhaps another location would be suitable.”
“Very well. A well populated area such as Los Pegasus would be better,” Neighsay said before teleporting them away
● BRAEBURN ●
“I have to inform the princesses on this.”
‘Princess Celestia-
This is Braeburn in Appleloosa. I was visited by a being wrapped up in bandages and a male with black hair. After the visit from Death the Kid, I've paid more attention to the mention of ‘souls’. They mentioned heading to Los Pegasus.’
“Now to get this sent.”
“Brae, what brings you here,” the messenger asked
“I need a message sent to Canterlot quickly,” Braeburn replied
“What is this regarding that requires such urgency,” the messenger inquired
“Just send it already! Time is of the essence,” an exasperated Braeburn yelled
“Alright, I get the message. It's going to be sent right away,” the messenger said
With a small burst of magic, the messenger sent the scroll to the princesses. After watching that happen, Braeburn headed to the closest place to get a drink in order to calm down after what he'd seen.
● CANTERLOT ●
“Sister, we just received an urgent message from Appleloosa,” Luna said
“Grab Kid and the others. They need to se this,” Celestia said
“What's up,” Kid asked
“We have a confirmed sighting of Asura. Braeburn sent this message,” Celestia said
“Shit! There's nothing we can do about catching up now,” Kid said slamming a fist into the table
“We'll have to be careful now,” Stein said
“Get Cheerilee here ASAP. We're going to need her soon,” Kid directed
“She will be here tomorrow,” Celestia replied
“Good. I'm not looking forward to the upcoming fight,” Kid said calming down
“From what I can guess; Asura was somehow sent here after he was destroyed. The trip to Appleloosa and Los Pegasus may be for him to regain some of his powers,” Stein explained 
“There's going to be a slight difficulty in that,” a voice said
“What the fuck are you,” Giriko demanded at the newcomer “You really are one ugly son of a bitch.”
“Allow me to introduce myself. I am the Equestrian God of Chaos, Discord,” he said with a bow “As to what; I'm a draconequus. And please watch your language; this story is rated ‘T’ by the author.”
“The hell are you talking about,” an oblivious Giriko asked
“Nothing that concerns you,” Discord answered
“What do you mean by a difficulty in regaining power,” Stein asked
“Simple. You've been here for months. By now, you should have seen the nature of Equus. The cheerful nature of its residents and protections by Luna and Celestia make it impossible for Asura’s madness to gain a foothold here. Or in other words Jonathan; you are currently stronger than him,” Discord explained “If you'd remember, Asura is one of the eight immortal Great Old Ones. In Death City that would mean something; but not here.”
“Kid; is that your name,” Celestia asked curiously
“I don't know. When I arrived, I knew nothing about my old life,” Kid said
“Well, in case you wanted to know; your full name was Jonathan Paine and your friend Blair's was Harley Hendrickson,” Discord said
“Funny. Even after knowing my original name, I actually prefer calling myself ‘Death the Kid’. It's just natural to say that,” he replied
“Great Old Ones, what are those,” Luna asked curiously 
“My father's eight greatest warriors. I never asked about them as it seemed to be forbidden.”
“If Asura can't use his madness; what's with the trip,” Giriko asked
“As far as he believes; Asura is creating the ‘Equestrian Madness Tour’. He was sent here as punishment for crimes committed, and was given seven souls to help with his resurrection. Obviously, he has to collect souls, but they would only give him a tiny portion of his powers back,” Discord answered
“That's a good thing; right,” Justin asked
“It might be. Just don't get too sure of yourselves. Asura could still hold his own against you,” Discord said “It depends on what the writer wants to do.”
“Again; what the hell are you talking about,” Giriko asked
● ASURA ●
“This place is interesting.”
“This is Los Pegasus, my lord,” Neighsay replied
“This place would satisfy my hunger if I wanted to devour everyone here. Alas; I'm not. Find five people and bring me their souls.”
“As you command,” Neighsay said with a bow
“What am I doing? I resurrected him to take over Equestria, and now I'm running errands,” Neighsay thought 
Neighsay used his magic and cloaked himself as he found five ponies that wouldn't be missed. A simple spell was all that it took to paralyze his victims as a quick slice with a knife was enough to dispatch them.
“As you requested. Five souls for you,” Neighsay said
“Thank you. After this meal, we will be returning home to where you resurrected me.”
“The Equestria Education Counsel building in Ponyville. Of course,” Neighsay replied
The two took their leave quickly, before anyone realized what transpired. Unfortunately, there was a spectator that witnessed the attacks and reported her findings to the princess.
‘This is Lucky Seven in Los Pegasus. A creature in bandages, devoured five souls with the assistance of a man with black hair.’
“When are we going out again,” Neighsay asked curiously once they returned back to Ponyville
“In a week's time. That way, no one can determine a pattern or reason for our attacks.”
“As you wish. Our next stop will be in the city of Vanhoover. Such a far away town will make following us unlikely,” Neighsay determined 
○ THE NEXT DAY, CANTERLOT ○
“Princess Celestia, you asked for my arrival? Perhaps I should introduce myself. I am Cheerilee, and a weapon,” she said
“Greetings. I am Death the Kid; son of the Grim Reaper, Lord Death. If you don't mind me asking; what is your weapon form,” Kid said
“A sword designed like a pencil. Quite fitting for a teacher,” Cheerilee replied
“Sorry to call you here without warning, but it's easier to explain in person,” Celestia said
“Explain what? All the message said was to arrive as soon as I could,” Cheerilee replied
“It was under my orders to send for you. Equestria is under attack by a kishin known as ‘Asura’. Currently, we can assume that he will attack this school soon. I would like you and Dr. Franken Stein here to assist in evacuating the students,” Kid explained
“Follow me. I'll show you both the underground passages,” Luna directed
“Kid; everything will be fine. Cheerilee is a great teacher,” Celestia said reassuringly 
“It's not that. I'm worried about this situation. Asura will be attacking the castle, and we have no idea as to when,” Kid said with a sigh
○ ONE WEEK LATER ○
The following week, Asura and Neighsay made their way to Vanhoover; one of most out of the way cities in Equestria. As usual, the plan was to take five souls before they left. 
“My lord; is this what we're going to do? Spend an unknown amount of time running around,” a desperate Neighsay asked
“I must regain my powers by eating souls. If I wanted the DWMA to find me; I would have just eaten everyone in Los Pegasus. They cannot track me when I visit different places each week. You must be patient a little longer.”
“Of course, Lord Asura. I spoke out of place,” Neighsay said
“Learn your place, or you might find yourself without a soul.”
“Yes, Lord Asura. It will not happen again,” a subservient Neighsay said bowing
“I know it won't. Next time, I won't be so lenient.”
Over the next few weeks, trips were made to Baltimare, Fillydelphia and Manehatten. In each trip, someone managed to send a letter to the princesses about the deaths they witnessed. 
“I may not be at my best; but the souls I have collected have been beneficial. At the very least; I should have some of my powers back, in order to take on the academy.”
“That is good news. I can't wait until we do so,” Neighsay said “On a different subject; was there any particular city you liked visiting?”
“I wasn't playing the part of a tourist. I was busy regaining my powers. By appearance alone, the first city we visited Los Pegasus, I believe; was the best. Plenty of wayward souls to collect.”
“Do you think it was wise to leave any witnesses,” Neighsay asked
“It matters not. There is no pattern to our visits. Those that warned the princesses will not find much use. All they did was mention our visit and the souls collected. What we did wasn't hidden, but designed to be seen. When I am ready, I will attack the DWMA.”
“As you wish, Lord Asura,” Neighsay said
● CANTERLOT ●
“These are the reports we've received in recent weeks,” Celestia said, motioning to a pile of scrolls on the table
Twilight and the others joined the instructors in the throne room as they discussed what was going on with Asura.
“What's the problem,” Rainbow Dash asked
“They all share one commonality. The description of a bandaged male accompanied by another male and they always devour the same number of souls,” Kid answered
“Just who are they,” Fluttershy asked
“The one is Vladimir Neighsay, while the bandaged is Asura,” Kid replied
“Neighsay? As in Chancellor Neighsay? The same guy that wanted to close the school down,” Applejack asked
“The very same. We've confirmed him to be a witch and the cause of the kishin’s return,” Celestia answered
“Looking over these letters, there is no consistency. Each week they visit another city,” Twilight said
“Perhaps that is deliberate,” Rarity suggested 
“What do you mean,” Luna asked
“Each mentions a location that is out of the way. That could be so none of us could track the next place,” Rarity continued 
“Four of us felt the resurrection of Asura. It's only a matter of time before he heads here,” Celestia said
“I still cannot get over the feeling I had sensing Asura’s soul. It's an evil beyond anything here in Equestria,” Twilight said with a shudder
“I have personally felt it before in Death City. The madness Asura creates is not easily forgotten,” Stein added
“Is it fair for us to be here,” Applejack asked “What about the rest of the students?”
“The six of you are the strongest meisters and weapons in the academy. I do not want to put anyone else at risk by fighting,” Kid replied
“Well, we were the bearers of the Elements of Harmony,” Dash boasted
“That was before they broke after rescuing Princess Luna,” Fluttershy corrected, deflating Dash’s ego
“The Elements may be gone, but they were just symbolic. The true power of them lies within each of you,” Celestia said
“That's true. I sensed immense power when I met each of you. This will be your hardest challenge to date. Celestia and I will be fighting by your side,” Kid added
“What about the other teachers,” Twilight asked
“We're splitting up. Justin and Giriko will be the middle guards, while miss Cheerilee and myself will be leading the students to safety,” Stein replied
“Alright. When do we enact this plan,” Dash asked
“Unfortunately, we don't know. Asura will be here, but that's it. All I can suggest, is continue to train and just be ready at a moment's notice,” Kid answered “Please don't let the others know. We don't need to cause a panic.”
“Very well. I've memorized the underground route,” Cheerilee said
“We promise not to say anything,” Twilight and the others said
● ASURA ●
“I think enough time as passed; for both myself and the academy to prepare.”
“My Lord; we're going to attack them together,” Neighsay asked
“No. Your part in this ends. I only require one more thing from you.”
“Anything. What is it,” Neighsay asked
“Your soul. I will not be at full strength; but I have enough. Death Claw.”
One of the wraps of his bandages came to life and saw a black shape wrap around the band and plunge itself in the chancellor’s chest, removing his soul. Asura gladly devoured the soul and let a small belch escape.
“Now; to see an old friend. I just hope there's no hard feelings.”
□ THE GREAT ESCAPE □
● CANTERLOT ●
“That's not good. He's on his way. Grab the students,” Kid said, sensing Asura
“Students; may I have your attention please. I'd like you all to follow me and miss Cheerilee,” Stein said
“What's going on,” Apple Bloom asked
“Something bad is going to happen. For your safety, everyone is being taken somewhere safe,” Cheerilee added
“Why can't we help,” Scootaloo asked
“This is out of your league. The enemy will not hold back against killing any of you. That's why you're being led to safety. Myself and a small group will be fighting. Let me be clear: ALL OF YOU ARE FORBIDDEN TO HELP,” Kid said, stressing the last part
“Be safe, everyone,” Cheerilee said
“Wait for me,” Blair called
“What the hell are you doing,” Kid asked
“Going with the students. They could use another person helping out,” she replied
“Alright. Get going.”
● CHEERILEE ●
Under the leadership of Stein and Cheerilee, the students were led into one of the sitting rooms, where the two proceeded to grab the light fixtures and pulled down simultaneously, revealing a passageway in the back of fireplace, leading downward.
“Form a line behind one another. I'll go first and everyone else follows,” Cheerilee directed
“Amazing! I can't believe this is here,” Scootaloo said
“Not many are supposed to know about this. You are not to tell anyone about what you've seen here,” Stein ordered as everyone nodded
Minutes later, everyone descended into the cavern. Stein stood silently for a moment before turning the screw in his head in an attempt to gather his thoughts; before making a decision.
“Good bye, everyone,” Stein said simply facing the steps
“Where are you going,” Cheerilee asked
“Back to join the others. I'm one of Death’s Meisters. I can't sit on the sidelines. If anything happens to Kid or the others, I'd never forgive myself. If anything happens; which of you would defend the others,” Stein explained 
“I'll do it. As the only sword meister, I'm more than capable of wielding Cheerilee,” Vinyl said removing her glasses
As a sign of respect for her friend and meister, Octavia casually wore the glasses. Looking at Vinyl, she saw those red eyes of her friend shine like rubies in the light as they seemed to burn with a newfound desire.
“Good luck Stein,” Blair said
“Kick that punk’s ass,” Gallus called
“Alright, let's resume our plan. Blair and Vinyl will be making sure there's no stragglers,” Cheerilee said
Having known the route, the students were seamlessly led through the winding caverns under Canterlot as Cheerilee got everyone to safety. Looking back, she found it hard to believe that they just completely left the mountainous area.
“Where…to…next,” Blair asked through breaths
“We stay here. Ponyville is a short distance away. The problem is, we don't want to attract an enemy to an occupied area.”
“Sounds good. I think everyone needs a rest,” Vinyl said
Looking around, the three saw the students gathered around each other as they were sound asleep. 
“We'll rest for a while, but head to Ponyville after everyone gets up,” Cheerilee decided
● FRANKEN STEIN ●
Stein headed up the stairs and hit the switches to cause the passage to close.
“Soul Sutures. This should help.”
He proceeded to sew the switches in place, not allowing them to be used. Once that was finished, he calmly returned outside to join the others.
“Stein? What are you doing here,” Kid asked
“Protecting the academy. Giriko, Justin, get behind me towards the castle.”
“Room for one more,” Celestia called
Looking at the princess, they saw Celestia wearing a set of golden armor, with a scythe casually resting on her shoulder.
● ASURA ●
Asura decided to take the train to the castle. He didn't care about the opinions of anyone on the train; although everyone but the crew departed at the next stop, regardless of whether or not they had to get somewhere. Once in Canterlot, he casually walked towards the castle, only to find a group in the way.
□ FIGHT! □
● CANTERLOT ●
“Long time, no see brother,” Asura called 
“You're no brother of mine,” Kid answered
“Brother? How can that be,” Twilight asked
“Take a look at his hair. See the Lines of Sanzu,” Kid answered
“The what,” everyone asked
“The lines in Asura’s hair, along with mine.”
“I see yours are complete. Congratulations on becoming the Grim Reaper. I just wish I could see the look on Death’s face before he died,” Asura said “You in the armor; your soul reminds me of Death. I don't like being reminded of that geezer!”
“Weapon forms,” Kid called
Asura watched as the others took their places. Kid stood next to Celestia with his pistols ready. Behind them stood Twilight, Rarity and Fluttershy. To his surprise, Stein was alone in the back.
“This is the best the DWMA has to offer? This is going to be short,” Asura taunted
“Enough of your mouth! I'll send you back to Tartarus where you belong,” Celestia said
Celestia proceeded to charge forward; only to be met by multiple strands of bandages stopping the attack. Flipping the scythe over, she managed to cut through one and get a few steps closer to her target.
“Death Claw,” Asura said
A black tendril shot out of Asura’s body slamming into Celestia. She was sent crashing into a wall, leaving a deep impression.
“Franken Stein. Didn't see you there. What brings you here,” Asura commented
“Stopping you again. You were supposed to have been destroyed,” Stein replied 
“Somehow I ended up here. I have Vladimir Neighsay to thank for bringing me back. His soul was the last thing I took before I left,” Asura answered
“You think I'm done with you,” Celestia asked, pulling herself out of the wall “I've fought worse beings than you!”
“Persistent little bug. I'll squash you again,” Asura said, only to get shot at by Kid
“Ant meet boot. Scattershot,” Kid said simply
“That's not going to harm me. Have you forgotten about me being a Great Old One under Death,” Asura asked sarcastically 
“I haven't forgotten; I just don't care!”
Kid started firing wildly as every shot was simply passing through Asura. In the confusion, Fluttershy managed to sneak up behind him and land a punch from Dash’s gauntlets. Asura was stunned at the attack and slapped her in the face with a bandage.
“I'll give you credit for that. You won't be getting a second opportunity,” Asura said
“Don't be so sure. There is one thing that will help,” Fluttershy said
Fluttershy attempted to use ‘the Stare’ on Asura, which caused him to stop momentarily. In response, two of the bandages around his head closed; breaking the spell. She dropped her head, only to be met with a few bandages that slammed into her.
“Come on, brother. Why don't we settle things instead of using others,” Asura asked “Perhaps killing one of your friends will get a reaction from you? Death Claw.”
“Death Shield,” Kid replied
Asura’s black tendrils were stopped by a black orb Kid managed to summon. 
“Kid; how'd you do that,” Twilight asked
“I'm a Death God. I've picked up some tricks by luck.”
“You're finally admitting your title! Join me and we can let madness take over,” Asura yelled
“That's where you're wrong. I am a Death God, but I'll never allow you to take over. I wasn't the one to defeat you originally, but I will be now. Beelzebub.”
Kid jumped on the skateboard and flew out of range of the bandages and decided to switch tactics.
“Celestia; do it! Shift. Machine Guns.”
Celestia created a shield around the area for safety as Kid proceeded to let loose a stream of bullets. Once again, the attack allowed Rarity to attack with Applejack.
“I see. This shield is to prevent me from escaping. The question is; am I trapped in here with you, or are you trapped with me,” Asura asked
Asura proceeded to regurgitate his former weapon Vajra, and launched a blast at the girls. Kid promptly put up a shield to absorb the blow.
“Since when can he do that,” Twilight demanded
“After devouring his partner and becoming a kishin. I forgot about that,” Kid admitted 
“I have a theory about this. If I attack your friend in the armor, what happens to the shield? Let's find out,” Asura taunted
Asura proceeded to attack Celestia by slamming into her causing the shield to drop as she lost focus. Stein caught Celestia and charged in to attack Asura, only to be sent flying backwards. Seeing that, Kid threw his pistols upwards and behind; causing them to return to their regular forms.
“Girls; go and help Stein,” Kid directed
“What about you,” Cloud Chaser asked
“I'll be fine. There's other weapons I could use here.”
“Alright. We'll get back soon,” Flitter said
The girls took off towards the direction Stein was sent as Kid resummoned his skateboard. 
“Rarity; mind if I use the gauntlets,” Kid asked as she nodded
“A Grim Reaper switching weapons? Have you no loyalty, if you're giving up your partners so easily,” Asura asked
“My loyalty is to my friends. You've always been alone! Hell, you feared everyone so much you became a kishin and were sealed away because of it! I won't be the one to beat you; we will.”
“Cute. You really think friends matter? You're immortal! They're going to die eventually and then what,” Asura demanded
“Let's do it. Ready,” Kid asked
“The three of you can fight without me. That slap really hurt,” Fluttershy said holding her ribs “I'm going to join Pinkie.”
“Be safe; Shy,” Rarity said
“Sorry about this Dash,” Kid said
“Just do it. I'll be fine,” Dash said through the gauntlets 
Kid used the skateboard to deliver a pair of high-speed punches to Asura before tossing the gauntlets to Rarity to continue the beating, as she tossed him Applejack’s whip.
“That's enough! I'm not letting you get away with this,” Asura yelled “Death Claw!”
Once again, black tendrils erupted from his body striking both of the girls. One struck Kid right through the shoulder, although he paid no notice to it, regardless of the blood. Rarity passed the gauntlets over to Twilight for the final round.
“Death Kick Flip.”
Kid proceeded to use his skateboard as a battering ram as Twilight took the third blow, knocking Asura backwards.
“Darling; your arm,” Rarity said
“I'll be fine. Clothing can be fixed later. I'm a Reaper, the pain will go away.”
● STEIN ●
Stein was sent backwards towards outside the shield, towards the castle and ended up tumbling quite a ways afterwards. Right in front were Justin and Giriko who ran to help him up. Coming up the street were Chaser and Flitter to assist.
“Girls; what are you doing here,” Justin asked
“Kid told us to help,” Chaser replied
“How's he going to fight without us,” Flitter asked
“He's a Grim Reaper, he can use any weapon to great affect. This will prove that. I suspect you'll be used later,” Stein replied
“Let's get back to the others. Justin and I will carry Stein while you girls keep an eye out,” Giriko said
“Alright, just take it easy. It felt like something was broke or dislocated,” Stein said
Flitter proceeded to transform for her sister, while the group made their way back slowly towards the others. 
“How do you feel Stein,” Justin asked
“Like...hell. Some…thing…definitely…broken,” Stein answered through breaths
● MAIN FIGHT ●
“I can't believe how they're holding up,” Fluttershy said “Pinkie, why aren't you joining them?”
“You've seen me during training. I feel unpredictable when used. I don't want to cause needless damage,” Pinkie answered
“That's up to you; my little pony. You may have to be used in the fight,” Celestia said
“Why aren't you joining them; princess,” Fluttershy asked
“They need to fight on their own. Kid is leading the attack, making him a better leader in this situation,” Celestia replied
Kid proceeded to use the whip as a lance to block Asura’s bandages, while the girls tried to attack. Any time they were about to be met with resistance, Kid automatically released the ability and tied the bands up.
“Alright; back off girls. I'm going to attempt to end this,” Kid said
“Oh really? How do you plan on doing that,” Asura asked
“Celestia; mind if I borrow this,” Kid asked, motioning to Luna’s scythe form
“Go ahead,” Celestia replied
“Soul Resonance! Art of the scythe meister! Kishin Hunter,” Kid yelled
A giant rainbow colored blade, overtook the standard crescent blade as Kid proceeded to charge towards Asura. 
“That's amazing,” Twilight exclaimed 
“Even I can't do that and Luna is my partner,” Celestia admitted
As Kid brought the blade in to attack, Asura grabbed the blade, much to the shock of everyone.
“I've seen that before! You have do something different to stop me,” Asura replied
“So close to him! That meanie,” Pinkie said
Asura proceeded to toss the blade aside, causing it to land near the others as Luna was forcefully reverted back. Kid looked over and saw Stein being carried by Justin and Giriko, being led by Cloud Chaser reenter the area.
“Kid; we're okay,” Chaser said
“Good to know. Pinkie, you're partnering with Twilight.”
“Okie dokie,” Pinkie said
“What do you think you're going to accomplish this time,” Asura asked
“You're absolute destruction! This ends now! Girls, transform. Twilight, you and Pinkie need to resonate to my frequency. Soul Resonance!”
Everyone watched as the Lines of Sanzu around Kid’s head glowed white and seemed to encompass both him and Twilight. The pistols also began to glow and wrapped around his arms becoming a giant cannon that required supports to stand.
“Soul Resonance,” Twilight said
The glow around Twilight allowed for a set of wings to be created that were fused to her shoulders. Pinkie also began to glow as she transformed. Instead of a simple pistol or arm cannon, Pinkie became an anti-aircraft gun with Twilight sitting in the gunner’s chair. The overall size was large enough that it dwarfed Kid standing under the barrel.
Due to Kid being a Grim Reaper, his soul was as powerful as Celestia’s. However; with a complete set of the Lines of Sanzu, the power became temporary immeasurable compared to the princesses’. With Twilight matching the high resonance rate, she managed to become an alicorn. Pinkie also temporarily gained the power of a Death Scythe at the same time.
“Death Cannons Fire,” Kid yelled
Both cannons fired simultaneously creating a single massive blast that knocked everyone backwards due to the force, and created a blast big enough to be seen in Ponyville. The end result was Asura being completely destroyed, leaving only his soul behind (again).
● PONYVILLE ●
“Check out the view,” Apple Bloom exclaimed 
“Who could have done that,” Scootaloo asked
“Kid; I think. I've never seen a blast like that, though,” Vinyl replied
“Alright, let's get to the train station. We're heading back to Canterlot,” Cheerilee ordered
● CRYSTAL EMPIRE ●
“Shining; do you really think they'll mind us arriving unannounced,” Cadence asked
“I doubt it. Especially when we're bringing a gift,” Shining replied
The two decided to leave hours ago to arrive by nightfall. As it approached the train station, all that could be seen was a massive fireball that completely obscured all vision. Once the fireball dissipated, they arrived safely in Canterlot.
● CANTERLOT ●
“It's finally over. Asura is destroyed,” an exhausted Kid said
“Go claim your prize. You deserve the soul,” Celestia said “Twilight, congratulations on your new wings.”
Flitter took the soul gladly, even if it was just another kishin soul for their collection.
“How'd that happen? I've never had wings,” Twilight asked
“You've become an alicorn. You're like Luna and I,” Celestia replied
“Congratulations LSBFF,” Shining called as he approached 
“BBBFF, Cadence,” Twilight said “What are you two doing here?”
“We thought we'd surprise you with our arrival. This is for everyone,” Shining said motioning to the covered object
“Perhaps we should wait for everyone else to arrive before we start any celebration,” Kid suggested
An hour later, the train from Ponyville arrived carrying Cheerilee and the students safely as everyone met at the train station.
“That blast was amazing! Who did it,” an excited Scootaloo asked
“A combination of Twilight and I,” Kid replied
“So; what happens now,” Blair asked
“Perhaps you could use this,” Shining said motioning to the object
Luna and Celestia proceeded to remove the cover by hand to reveal a piece of crystal about eight feet tall. Seeing the reflective surface reminded Kid of someone he needed to see.
“42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door.”
“Hiya! Hiya! How's it going!? I am Kid’s father Lord Death, also known as the Grim Reaper,” Death said cheerfully 
“It is finished father. Asura is dead.”
“Congratulations on that. I was one of the three meisters that defeated him originally,” DtK said
“Why do the two of you look alike,” Twilight asked curiously 
“He's the only Death the Kid. Originally, my name was Jonathan Paine. I was human and dressed as Kid when I was displaced. As I didn't know my name, I simply took the identity of my character.”
“Okay. Thank you for the explanation,” Twilight replied
“How'd you manage to defeat him,” DtK asked
“High level resonance that resulted in me gaining a much bigger Death Cannon and for my teammates Twilight and Pinkie Pie to gain new powers.”
“I became what is known as an ‘alicorn’; while my friend and partner Pinkie Pie became a gigantic cannon,” Twilight added
“I see. Kid, you have officially taken your rightful place. As for you, miss Pie; you were temporarily granted the power of a Death Scythe,” Death said
“If that's the power I'd get; than no thank you. That was too much for me,” Pinkie replied 
“Rightful place? What does he mean,” Cheerilee asked
“I've officially become the Grim Reaper.”
“That you have. Goodbye Kid; son. It was an honor to meet you,” Death said
“Goodbye, old friend,” Celestia added
“Farewell father.”
Everyone watched as cracks started forming across Lord Death's mask before it started falling apart. Once that was gone, the rest started to disappear as well. Some of the students started to cry having watched Kid’s dad die right before their eyes.
“Take care of Equestria,” DtK said
“And you with Death City. So long brother. We will speak again.”
“Let's hear it for the new Grim Reaper,” Rainbow Dash said as everyone started cheering 
“We have to have a party to celebrate! It'll take me at least two days to complete the cakes,” Pinkie said
“In the meantime Rarity; do you happen to have some black cloth and metal I could use?”
“I do. Black is a color I rarely use so I have plenty. As for metal; there is a little that I keep aside, but don't use. Do you mind me asking about what you're planning on making,” Rarity answered
“A jacket; but the final result is to be a surprise.”
“You'll find the plans for your jacket are in the in back room. You'll also need this,” Rarity said, handing him the key 
“How are you going to get there,” Dash asked
“Beelzebub.”
Kid quickly summoned his skateboard and took off, leaving Dash with her jaw dropped. 
“I thought I was supposed to be the fastest in Equestria,” Dash pouted
“Cheer up, you're still fast,” Fluttershy said, patting her friend on the back
Upon reaching the boutique barely minutes later, Kid casually opened the shop and began gathering the materials needed.
“At least everything I need is here.”
Once he found the plans for the jacket, cloth was laid out to begin work. The new design was to be lengthened to be ankle-length from the previous at calf-length. 
Following that, the front of the jacket would be secured with clasps on the right side, allowing the front to be plain. The back of the jacket was to continue upwards in a zigzag design to a crooked point, like his father's form. 
“Well, that's done. Now I just need to make the mask.”
Grabbing the metal, Kid began to draw the design before cutting it out and filing down the edges. Finding a white metallic paint, the final thing to do was to coat the mask and let it dry. Before he could leave, Kid made sure to return everything to its original position, leaving no trace of anyone there.
With everthing done, he resummoned the skateboard and took off towards Canterlot. Before he could put the jacket away, Kid was met with a visitor.
“We're not staying here tonight. Celestia is allowing the four of us to stay in the castle,” Cloud Chaser said from behind him
“Thanks for letting me know.”
Kid grabbed his casual clothes and shoes and rode over to the castle keeping the jacket under his arm as Celestia met him outside. 
“Welcome back, Kid. I thought you deserved to stay here tonight. That's your new jacket,” Celestia replied
“Yeah. Everyone will see it soon.”
She led him inside to one of the guest rooms where Kid put the jacket aside. Afterwards, he changed clothes and headed down to see everyone else.
“Thank you for the use of your boutique, Rarity. I believe you want this back,” Kid said, handing her the key 
“You are very welcome. I'm glad you like those clothes,” she replied 
“Kid; you're back,” Twilight said hugging him “Pinkie’s in the castle kitchen.”
Kid headed to the kitchen and was surprised to see her currently working on a giant kishin egg.
“Looks good.”
“What do you think of the other one,” Pinkie asked
“It's amazing. Thank you for the edible tribute to my father.”
“I'm glad you like it. This was supposed to be a surprise, but everyone else will be able to see it tonight,” she said
“Do they know about the time?”
“I told them to get it set up soon,” she replied
Kid left her alone and saw the princesses levitating the tables outside while many of the students were setting up chairs and throwing tablecloths down. Before it got any later; Kid headed upstairs and changed into his standard black outfit and took a moment to admire his work on the jacket.
“Goodbye father. I hope I can make you proud.”
“Let's go. The party is going to start soon,” Flitter called through the door
After hearing that, he quickly put the jacket and mask on and joined his weapon partners for the walk outside. Their arrival was timed to be a few minutes late in order to make an entrance.
“Where's Kid? I thought he would be here,” Twilight asked
Pinkie decided to help with a surprise by using a small smoke ball from Trixie to obscure the cake tray she was bringing out.
“Hiya! Hiya,” Kid said from behind Pinkie
“That's a really nice design. I see your father's influence in it,” Rarity said
“Perhaps a speech is in order,” Celestia asked
“Everyone here deserves an explaination as to what has transpired recently. The return of the kishin Asura was accomplished by the former Equestria Education Counsel chairman, Vladimir Neighsay.”
“As you all have learned; any meister that collects the souls of 99 kishins and 1 witch will have their weapon become a Death Scythe to be used by the Grim Reaper. That rule changes from this point forward. Any meister that accomplishes that feat will have their own personal Death Scythe to use.”
“To Twilight and the others, I'd like to thank you for your help in defeating Asura. This couldn't have happened without you. Thank you to Vinyl and Cheerilee for getting the students to safety. Now, let's get this party started!”
“Kid, I wanted to let you know that the three of us are heading home tomorrow,” Stein said
“Thank you three for everything. I wish you the best upon your return home.”
The rest of the night seemed to pass by quickly as everyone enjoyed themselves. Some time during the night, groups of students headed off towards their homes sporadically, leaving just Kid and the princesses.
“Congratulations on this. You earned the title of ‘Grim Reaper’,” Celestia said
“You'll make your father proud. I have faith in you,” Luna added
Early the next morning the princesses proceeded to summon a portal to allow the three instructors to head home to Death City.
● DEATH CITY (SOUL EATER SPOILERS) ●
“It's hard to believe we've been gone six months,” Stein said
“Feels like nothing's changed,” Justin said
“Speak your yourselves. I've got the body of a friggin’ chick,” Giriko exclaimed, grabbing his breasts
“My father promised you a second chance at life after your return. Perhaps he didn't know about the new body,” Death the Kid replied
“Well, it's certainly going to take some getting used to. Perhaps I'll see you around some time,” Giriko replied turning to leave the room
“Kid, I'm going to have to hand in my resignation,” Stein said holding out a hand
“Very well. Thank you for everything you've done for the DWMA,” Kid replied
Justin turned and walked away without a word as the three headed their separate ways. 
Stein proceeded to marry Death Scythe Marie Mjolnir as the two agreed to start a family together. Giriko wanted to enjoy his newly granted life and decided to help out when necessary. Most came to know him as the ‘Phantom Chainsaw’ as he never stayed to take any credit for the work.
For reasons unknown only to him; Justin proceeded to murder meister Joe Buttataki before being hunted by weapon Tezca Tilpoca. The result was Justin seeing half his face burned and Tezca destroyed.
Kid proceeded to forge an agreement with the witches that ended the hunting of their kind. Soul ‘Eater’ Evans became the ‘Last Death Scyth’ as a result of the meeting. 
● EQUESTRIA ●
Over the next six months, the students were given chances to prove themselves by eliminating problematic kishins. 
“So; what's next,” Twilight asked
“I have a few posts that need to be filled. Twilight; I'd like to ask if you'd be interested in teaching a history class. Vinyl; I'd like you to assist in combat training,” Kid answered
“I'll take it. I did hold my own again Chrysalis,” Vinyl said
“I'm fine with teaching history. I've read everything in my library countless times,” Twilight replied
“Well; I'd like to invite you inside the castle’s secret archives,” Celestia said
“This is amazing! I'll get to see the books that haven't been opened in so long,” an excited Twilight said
“Just be careful. Some contain information that could be dangerous in the wrong hands,” Celestia warned
“Yes, princesses. I promise to be careful,” Twilight said
Over the next two years, the academy say some of its students return to continue their training, while some headed to their home countries as protectors. When she wasn't busy; Twilight combed through the archives to find as much information about witches as possible.
“Check this out, Kid. I think I've found something interesting,” Twilight said
“Oh? What's up?”
“A name keep reoccurring in the archives. Something known as the ‘Pony of Shadows’,” she clarified 
“That's a name I haven't heard in quite some time. The Pony of Shadows is a rumor that terrified citizens quite some time ago. I found two other names you might want to check out,” Celestia said
“Who are they,” Twilight asked
“Starlight Glimmer and,” Celestia started “and my former student Sunset Shimmer.”
“That's not good. I never knew you had a student prior to me,” Twilight said
“I disowned her when I found out she was a witch,” Celestia said
“What happened?”
“She wanted power and wouldn't let anything stop her from becoming an alicorn. I had no choice to send her through a portal and banish Sunset from Equestria,” Celestia explained
“How'd you find out she was a witch,” Twilight asked
“I didn't, as she never developed her powers at first. Over the years they started growing as she had a darker attitude. I did what I felt was right,” Celestia replied
“Guess we've got three new targets for hunting,” Kid said “We'll bring back those we can for trial. Otherwise, the three will be destroyed.”
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“Could someone explain why we're here,” Rainbow Dash asked
“The witch we're looking for; Starlight Glimmer lives out here,” Kid replied
The group was quite a ways away from Canterlot as they began the hunt for their first witch. It was hard to believe that only two years ago they defeated the original kishin, Asura; which also saw Twilight becoming an alicorn and Kid as Grim Reaper. 
Now; Twilight and the others were teachers at the DWMA, while Vinyl was the combat instructor. Kid was still looking to find the last witch soul needed to make his weapon partners Death Scythes.
“There is good news,” Applejack said “I see a village in the distance.”
“As we don't know what's waiting for us, everyone please take your weapon forms.”
With the village pointed out, everyone seemed to find energy as they wanted to get there as soon as they could. Upon nearing the village, Kid had an odd feeling about it; but didn't know how to act on it to inform the others.
“Greetings weary travelers. I am Starlight Glimmer and I'd like to welcome you to my humble utopia,” Starlight said “Perhaps your weapons could use a rest?”
Not wanting to be rude to their host; Kid and the others released their partners before everyone headed inside. 
“If you'll follow me, I'll show you to your rooms,” Starlight said cheerfully 
Kid and his partners were directed to the final house on one side of the road, while the the others would take the house opposite side. Eight large houses stood side-by-side, with a single house placed between the others at one end.
“Thank you for showing us the rooms.”
“You're welcome. Perhaps introductions are in order,” Starlight suggested
“I'm Kid, and these are my partners Cloud Chaser and Flitter.”
“I'm Twilight Sparkle and these are my friends Rarity, Fluttershy Rainbow Dash, Applejack and Pinkie Pie,” Twilight said, motioning to the others
“I'll give you some time to get adjusted before dinner,” Starlight said
After she left, Kid led the others to an area far away from the others to have a little privacy. 
“I've got a bad feeling about this village. According to the report, Starlight is a witch, so it's possible that she might have cast a spell over everyone.”
“Not only that; but the houses are the exact same,” Fluttershy added
“Perhaps we should get out of here,” Rarity suggested 
“What about the other residents,” Applejack asked
“I used Soul Perception before we entered. Everyone here is normal. Even Starlight isn't hiding her nature as a witch.”
“Let's just take this a little at a time,” Twilight suggested 
The group headed back to the village just in time to join everyone for dinner. Kid glanced over at someone's cutie mark only to see an equal sign in place of a design. 
“What is this village,” Twilight asked
“This utopia is based on equality. Everyone is the same as the others, without worrying about talents getting in the way,” Starlight explained
Later that night after everyone went to bed, Starlight crept into the house and proceeded to steal their cutie marks and replace them with equal signs. As an additional measure, she used a spell to prevent every weapon from transforming.
“WHAT THE BUCK,” Dash yelled
“Our cutie marks are gone,” Cloud Chaser said
The girls tried to transform into their weapon forms, only to see a band appear over their body; negating the transformation.
“This isn't good. Cutie marks are taken and weapon forms are sealed.”
After Dash’s outburst, everyone in town was awake and waiting for their newest members to join them.
“Give our cutie marks back,” Twilight demanded
“Why? Each of you are now equal members in this town,” Starlight replied “Don't bother trying to transform. I've sealed those forms.”
Dash attempted to attack Starlight, only to be hit with a spell that sent her backwards. Not knowing what to do, they decided to just give in and hope they could come up with a plan.
“You certainly are an interesting specimen. What are you,” Starlight asked Kid
“An alien from a distant planet,” Kid said sarcastically
“Very funny. Well; the rest of you will be assisting with chores,” Starlight directed
Everyone was given a list of items to complete ranging from collecting firewood to breaking rocks to provide more flat ground. 
“This is ridiculous. We aren't slaves,” Rarity complained
“Unfortunately, there isn't much we can do. Starlight has basically bound us here to work on this so-called ‘utopia’.”
“So what do we do,” Fluttershy asked
“Just remember who you are. She can take your cutie mark, but she can't change your personality.”
For the remainder of the week; everyone continued to work on their given chores until they could come up with a plan. Kid knew that he was the only one with magic, as Starlight couldn't remove his natural Reaper abilities. 
“Girls; I'm going to have to leave you for a while.”
“What!? You can't be serious,” Dash said angrily 
“It's part of my plan. Hopefully it works.”
Kid took a breath to gather his confidence and headed over to Starlight’s house in the middle. Once he knocked on the door, she emerged.
“What do you want,” she asked curiously 
“To talk. You wanted to know about me, right? Do you mind if I entered your house?”
“And if I do this; what do you want to get out of it,” she replied
“Maybe I could borrow one of your books? I doubt I could read it; but it might provide some kind of entertainment,” Kid lied
“We'll see,” she decided
The two headed inside and Kid chose to sit on a simple chair in the living room. Looking around, he saw plenty of spell books and hoped the counter to the sealing spell was inside one of them.
“So, tell me about yourself and where you came from,” Starlight directed
“I came from a place called ‘Earth’. I lived in a place known as ‘Death City’. Sadly; it really lived up to its name as many people would disappear on a daily basis.” 
“If that's the case; why do you have weapon partners,” she countered
“I only became a meister after coming to this world. In fact; I'm still trying to find a way home.”
“Are you really sure you'd want to go back? If so many people die; wouldn't you want to get away from it,” she inquired 
“It's home. My brother is there and the only family I have since my dad died.”
“I'm sorry for your loss. As a promise to you telling me about yourself; go ahead and borrow a couple books,” she said
“Thank you very much. Hopefully, I could begin to read these.”
Kid headed to the shelf and removed two spell books and slowly began to read through them. Both contained interesting things; but nothing that was absolutely necessary. 
“Finished already,” she asked “Next time, I'll let you borrow a few more if you'll tell me more about yourself.”
“Very well. I guess these really are much different than home,” he lied
Kid headed home with the thought that if he could keep lying, Starlight would let him continue reading. It wasn't a challenge to read any of the books, but he knew if he asked for help that she would blatantly lie about the translation.
“How'd it go,” Flitter asked curiously 
“Not bad, I'd guess. Hopefully i can keep lying about myself to continue the plan.”
“What exactly are you planning,” Twilight asked
“She wants to learn about me, so I make up something for her. In response, she'll hopefully allow me to read a few of her books.”
“Trying to find a counter in one of the books? How will you be able use is,” Twilight asked quietly 
“That's kind of your part in this. I'll give you the spell so you could try it. Unfortunately, I can't return the cutie marks.”
“Just be careful,” Twilight warned
“I will.”
A few days later, after Kid continued to work on his chores,  Starlight headed to talk to him.
“Would you please follow me,” she asked
For the second time, Kid was sitting in Starlight’s house, ready to answer anything she wanted to know.
“What do you like about being here in Equestria,” she asked; initiating conversation 
“It's peaceful compared to my home. I've also noticed that meat is rarely eaten.”
“Meat was common on Earth,” she asked in shock
“Very. Steaks, pork chops and others are regular meals.”
“On another subject, could you tell me more about your family,” she inquired 
“Before I left, I lived with my twin brother and father. The last thing I remember was a cousin picking a fight with me and stabbing me in the shoulder.”
“When did your father die,” she asked, hoping for clarification 
“I believe it was after my cousin stabbed me. I was preoccupied with preventing blood loss.”
“Fair enough. Do you have a significant other,” she asked
“Not entirely. There are a few I like, but I don't have the courage to act on it. If you don't mind, I have a question of my own.”
“Oh? Go ahead and ask me,” she replied
“Why did you take everyone here prisoner?”
“No one is a prisoner. It's true that I did seal your friends’ weapon forms and removed everyone's cutie marks; but anyone could leave whenever they want. It is there choice to remain,” Starlight replied
“If they do choose to leave, what becomes of that design they have?”
“They would have their cutie marks returned to them,” she said simply “Is that what you're after? Lying for information?”
“What do I get out of lying to you? You run this town and took my friends’ cutie marks, as you've called them. I'm reading the books, but can't truly understand any of it for the knowledge to be of any use."
“I had that thought and wanted to hear it clarified by you. I'd gladly return their marks to you,” she said with a deathly calm voice, levitating eight jars in front of him “In return of you staying here permanently. I'll let you think about. In the meantime, go ahead and read.”
“All of those are my friends?”
“They are. You'll have to exchange your living quarters for these,” she taunted, putting them away
Skipping over the books from last time, he did manage to find the spell in the fifth and final spell book.
“So, what happened,” Twilight asked
“Two things. I'd rather tell everyone at one time, so let's find somewhere outside to talk.”
With Kid leading, the group found an area far from town with plenty of large rocks to shield them from Starlight’s view.
“Alright, what happened,” Dash asked directly 
“I found the spell to return you to weapon form for starters.”
Kid proceeded to write the spell in the sand for Twilight to use.
“How do we know if it worked,” Dash asked
“Flitter, please attempt to transform,” Kid said
To everyone's surprise, Flitter managed to transform into her pistol form, before changing back.
“That's the first thing; what was the second,” Twilight asked
“I was given the ability to return your cutie marks. Under one condition.”
“What is it, Kid,” Rarity asked
“You'll get them back only if I stay here as a permanent resident.”
“You really don’t believe any of us would allow you to do that, right,” Cloud Chaser asked
“You're the Grim Reaper. You can't give in,” Flitter added
“Well; I do have a way to fix that problem. You'll have to wait and see.”
The next morning, Kid decided to put the plan into motion. After everyone had breakfast, Starlight had everyone gathered together to hand out the chore lists.
“I talked it over with my friends and I accept your offer.”
“Very well. As I promised, I will be giving your friends their cutie marks back,” Starlight said, bringing eight random jars out and opening them
“What the buck? I thought we would be getting our cutie marks,” Dash demanded
“You didn't really think I'd do that; did you,” Starlight asked sarcastically “Welcome to the town. Any last words?”
“Just two. Death Claw.”
To Starlight’s shock, multiple black spikes emerged from Kid and immediately headed into her house. Every jar she had with a cutie mark was brought in front of her as Kid proceeded to crush the containers, returning the cutie marks to their rightful owners; much to their delight.
“Now under the authority of the Grim Reaper; Starlight Glimmer, you are under arrest.”
“What about the rest if us,” someone asked
“You are free to do what you like. Return home, if you want.”
“Why not just stay here? This town has become our home,” another resident added
With Starlight in tow, the group returned to Equestria; having spent three weeks in the village. 
“Welcome back everyone. You are Starlight Grimmer; I presume,” Celestia replied
“I am. Why am I here,” Starlight asked
“As a witch, you are to stand trial for your actions in the village. Perhaps I should give you proper introduction. I am Death the Kid; the Grim Reaper.”
“Wait; that's you? I've heard rumors about the Grim Reaper, but never seen him in person until now,” Starlight said
“The charges are holding ponies against their will and willfully stealing cutie marks,” Twilight said
“I never held anyone there against their will. Everyone was free to leave at any time. I did remove their cutie marks; but I had a reason to,” Starlight explained 
“What reason is that,” Celestia asked curiously 
“A sense of equality in the residents. No one is better than everyone else,” Starlight answered
“But having a cutie mark is what distinguishes everyone. They have individual talents that was earned,” Celestia replied 
“Please allow me to have a second chance. I could help you locate other witches,” Starlight begged
“Very well; but you will be monitored for safety. I will not take the chance of you betraying us,” Luna said
“I accept. I understand that trust will take a while to earn, and each of you certainly has reason not to do so,” Starlight said “Kid; was what you told me true?”
“Mostly. One thing I wasn't honest about was my father. I killed him.”
“What do you mean,” Twilight asked
“You remember two years ago right,” Kid asked as she nodded “There can only be one Reaper, so he died once I took over.”
“Anything else,” Starlight asked
“What I told you about my home is true. I, however;never lived there.”
“How is possible for you to know that and never lived there,” she asked dumbfounded 
“Technically; I was known as a ‘Displaced’ and was sent here two years ago by a being known as the ‘Merchant’. I wasn't lying about my ‘cousin’ stabbing me in the shoulder; although I did end up killing him.”
“That's amazing that you were sent here years ago. Do you think you'll ever get home,” Starlight replied
“I don't care if I don’t go back. I wasn't lying when I said Equestria was peaceful; although I could easily read your spell books.”
“You wish to prove yourself, correct,” Celestia asked
“Yes Princess Celestia,” Starlight said
“Good. How much do you know about the Pony of Shadows,” Celestia asked directly
“The Pony of Shadows was a legend. Just a story to tell children,” Starlight argued
“What if I told you, it wasn't a legend,” Twilight replied “I found notes from Star Swirl the Bearded mentioning it.”
“If you don't mind; I'd like to have a friend confirm your findings. Sunburst is the one that knew about me being a witch. He's an expert at reading ancient language,” Starlight asked
“Very well. I will send a notice asking for his assistance,” Celestia replied
A few days later, a yellow male showed up carrying an armful of books, with more sitting in his shoulder bag.
“Greetings; Princess Celestia. I am Starlight’s friend Sunburst. How may I help,” he asked curiously
“Twilight Sparkle has recently found notes from Star Swirl the Bearded we would like your opinion on,” Celestia said
Sunburst was led to the library where both Twilight and Starlight had piles of books in front of them.
“Miss Sparkle? I'm Sunburst and was sent to help you,” he said
“Thank you. I'm having trouble deciphering some of the writing in this book,” Twilight said
“May I take a look,” he asked, as she nodded “Hearg sylfum se Ponhenge. Toward dol grimlic of Fola Firgenbeorg. User endemest scield. The Temple of Ponhenge at the base of Foal Mountain. Our last stand.”
“It would have taken me much longer to translate. Thank you again,” Twilight said
“So, how's the translation going,” Kid asked curiously
“I finished it easily. Sorry; I'm Sunburst,” he replied
“Nice to meet you. I'm the Grim Reaper; Death the Kid.”
“Now that we have an idea of where to go; perhaps we should leave soon,” Starlight suggested
“Very well,” Sunburst said
After dinner, the group decided to inform the others of their findings from earlier.
“With Sunburst’s help, a translation was made of Star Swirl’s notes,” Twilight said
“A destination in Foal Mountain was the end result,” Starlight added “With your permission; I'd like to join you on your journey there.”
“Should we put it to a vote to allow Starlight a chance to join us,” Kid asked as everyone nodded
“Let's start the voting. Those of you that were at the village will provide a single vote. The majority will determine Starlight’s fate,” Celestia said
“No. She held us hostage at her village for weeks,” Dash argued
“Yes. Starlight had a good reason for her actions and deserves a second chance,” Applejack replied
“No. She was a meanie,” Pinkie said
“Yes. Everyone deserves a second chance,” Flitter said
“No. Those chores were beyond excessive,” Fluttershy added
“Yes. The village was not ruled as a dictatorship, but everyone working as equals,” Cloud Chaser replied
“No. She messed up by coat and hair. It took days to get the dirt out,” Rarity complained
“Yes. Starlight has knowledge that could be useful in our mission,” Twilight added
“The vote is tied at 4 apiece. Kid, you have the deciding vote,” Luna commented 
“I allow Starlight to join us. The village was designed to allow everyone the same chances as everyone else. It may have been a mistake to remove cutie marks; but she does deserve a second chance.”
“It's decided. Starlight Glimmer; you will accompany Twilight and the others tomorrow on their trip to Foal Mountain,” Celestia said cheerfully 
The next day everyone headed by train to Foal Mountain, and ended up spending a while hiking before finding themselves lost.
“So; where are we,” Dash asked
“I don't know,” Twilight replied 
“Well; we're getting close to something. There's a clearing up ahead.”
With renewed enthusiasm, they charged forward; in to the clearing. To everyone's surprise; a series of pedestals were arranged in a circle around a much larger one.
“We found something lost to history,” Sunburst said cheerfully 
“These things are so old, who knows what's under the dirt,” Starlight added
Upon cleaning off the pedestals, they somehow activated and revealed a scene from the past. Star Swirl and five others gathered together, before three transformed to weapons to battle against another being. In the end; the three returned to their original forms and sealed their opponent away.
“They were meisters.”
“That's amazing! They sealed away the Pony of Shadows. We need to rescue them,” Twilight said excitedly 
“Are we sure that is the best idea? They sealed away a threat,” Sunburst asked
“I did read in one of the files that this Pony of Shadows was a witch. If they sealed him away; isn't that a good thing,” Starlight asked
“It's my idol Star Swirl! We need to save them,” Twilight argued
“Maybe it's a good thing. They banished the Pony of Shadows, but that doesn't mean that it couldn't have taken their souls. We could destroy it properly if we returned them.”
“See! Kid’s in agreement with me,” Twilight said cheerfully 
“Well, if we are going to release them; it looks like talismans were used,” Sunburst said
“Shovel, mask, shield, flower and blindfold. Seems easy enough to find,” Starlight pointed out looking at the markers
“What are we going to do now,” Dash asked
“Head home and collect the objects. We can't release them without it,” Twilight replied
Over the next few weeks, Twilight had her friends retrieve the required objects before everyone returned to release Star Swirl and company.
“Starlight, Sunburst; could you help me,” Twilight asked
Everyone placed the required items on the pedestals as the three proceeded to use their magic and open the portal.
“What happened,” the pony asked as he emerged 
“We released you,” Twilight replied 
“You can't do that! We sealed a danger away,” Star Swirl replied desperately
“What kind of danger?”
“You seem familiar. Who are you? I am Star Swirl the Bearded,” he asked
“The Grim Reaper; Death the Kid.”
“That's why I feel a similarity. Your soul is just as powerful as my old students; Luna and Celestia,” Star Swirl replied 
“You were their teacher? You're my idol,” Twilight replied excitedly
“Perhaps another time? Evil being released,” Pinkie commented
“At last I'm free! Thank you for bringing about your doom,” the Pony of Shadows exclaimed 
“What are we going to do now,” Rarity asked
“Let's return to Canterlot for now.”
With that decided; everyone headed back home to plan their next move. Once at the castle, they headed to the throne room to see the princesses.
“Long time no see you two,” Star Swirl said, addressing the princesses “You still never turned in that essay.”
“And we never will. I didn't plan on writing any more,” Luna replied, sticking out her tongue 
“Somehow Lulu convinced me to skip the assignment as well,” Celestia replied, hanging her head
“It's fine. I didn't expect you to write the essay in the first place,” Star Swirl replied “So, what's become of the castle?”
“Just a few years ago, we opened the DWMA,” Celestia replied
“The what,” Rockhoof asked curiously
“Death Weapon Meister Academy. The school my father, the previous Grim Reaper started.”
“That's what we're called? Three of us somehow became a tool for the others,” Mistmane replied
“Yes. The academy is designed to teach new generations of meisters and weapons about destroying kishins.”
“What exactly is a kishin,” Meadowbrook asked curiously
“A kishin is a creature that devours the souls of others. It is the duty of meisters to eliminate them. The next threat are witches. Beings of immense power that can cause problems.”
“Just what was that thing,” Starlight asked
“Stygian. A rejected member of the Pillars of Equestria. He tried hard to join, before finding out he possessed power and turned to using dark magic. We had no idea he was a witch,” Star Swirl explained 
“So; what are we going to do now,” Somnambula asked
“Unfortunately, we are going to have to hunt him down. If what you said is true about him using dark magic; Stygian must be destroyed.”
“We can't do that. We might have rejected him; but he's still our friend,” Flash Magnus replied
“And we don't have the power to defeat him,” Rarity added
“I might; but none of you are Death Scythes,” Twilight commented
“What exactly is a Death Scythe,” Rockhoof asked
“At home; it would be the personal weapon of my father. Here; I changed that and allow the meister who collects 99 kishin souls and 1 witch soul to have their own Death Scythe.”
“Kid; was it? Could you tell us more about yourself,” Star Swirl asked
“I am what's known as a ‘Displaced’. Sent from one world to another by a being known as the ‘Merchant’. Because I was dressed as this character, that became who I am. Since I was a fan of the show, it's easy to explain my ‘home’.”
“Where will we find Stygian,” Fluttershy asked
“Perhaps we use a map? Something that points out locations,” Dash replied sarcastically 
“Here's one,” Pinkie said, pulling one out from nowhere 
“Was there a place he favored,” Starlight asked
“We really don't know. He kept to himself quite often,” Mistmane replied
“This looks like a secluded, dark area. Perhaps Stygian is located here,” Kid commented, pointing to an area
“Why not try using Soul Perception,” Celestia suggested “That way you have an exact destination?”
Kid sat down on the floor and concentrated. Opening his mind allowed him to sense the souls of most everyone in the room and the castle. A little wider brought him to Ponyville, before trying to stretch as wide a range as possible. 
“I don't know. My ability can't search all of Equestria for one thing. Secondly, he may be using Soul Protect, making this search meaningless.”
“Perhaps that spot you pointed out should get checked,” Sunburst suggested 
“I hate that we have to do this. Are we sure there isn't another way,” Fluttershy asked
“I'm sorry; but we don't have much a choice. Stygian is not a witch to be left alone to gain power. Who knows the kind of damage could be done,” Celestia replied 
“We'd go with, but you're more than capable of succeeding,” Luna added
“This will be our second witch soul, right,” Flitter asked as Kid nodded
“Death Scythe, here we come,” Cloud Chaser added cheerfully 
That night was rough for everyone as they dreaded what was to come. Twilight didn't want to see another witch destroyed, but knew it might be best to do so. Kid figured this fight would be his alone and just hoped not to cause any irreparable damage in the process.
“Kid; are you ready for this,” Celestia asked
“No. But as the Grim Reaper it is my duty to protect Equestria.”
“Very well. Let's get going,” Twilight said with a sigh
With that; everyone headed by train back to the nearby town of Hollow Shades near Foal Mountain. Once there, Kid used his Soul Perception and found the village contained a single soul.
“He's here. Stygian isn't hiding his soul, either.”
Finding a well in the middle of town, Kid grabbed the rope and climbed down, into the unknown. Once there, found a large opening big enough for everyone to pass through.
“Come on down.”
A few minutes later; everyone joined him at the bottom of the well. The cavern in front was amazing with what seemed to be ruins of buildings surrounding them.
“Girls, transform.”
“Okay,” Flitter said
With that, Kid stored the pistols in his thigh holsters as he led everyone further inside the cavern.
“So, you've arrived. Which of my old friends do I get the honor of killing first,” Stygian asked
“They're not your opponent. I am.”
“And who might you be; boy,” Stygian demanded
“Death the Kid; the Grim Reaper.”
“Interesting. I have a rare honor of killing a Reaper. The only regret is I can't kill you again,” Stygian commented
“Twilight; do it!”
“Everyone keep back,” Twilight directed 
To keep everyone safe, Twilight made sure to place a shield around the middle of the room so Kid could fight without risking damage to the surrounding structure. Inside the dome, he calmly removed his pistols in preparation.
“I hope you’ve said your goodbyes to your friends as this will be the last time they see you alive. Don't worry; I'll kill them too,” Stygian taunted “Any last words?”
“You talk too much.”
Before Stygian could react, Kid proceeded to let loose a stream of shots, hoping to get the fight finished early. 
“Insolent pest! You're making me angry,” Stygian yelled
Kid quickly summoned his skateboard as Stygian attacked with multiple strands, similar to his fight with Asura. Finding some similarities, Kid now was able to fight without holding back.
“Shift. Shotgun.”
“Quit running and fight,” Stygian cried
Kid was surprised when a strand managed to catch his skateboard, stopping his momentum. Needing to change tactics, he returned the shotgun to normal and released Beelzebub. Doing so caused him to start sliding down the spike as Kid fired wildly.
“He is impressive. I've never seen a being such as your friend,” Star Swirl commented
“I'm glad to have never fought against Kid.  The Grim Reaper isn't someone to take lightly,” Starlight added
“Stand still and let me squash you,” Stygian said angrily 
In response, Stygian proceeded to send multiple strands towards Kid, leaving no room to escape. 
“Death Shield.”
“That's too close. Kid has to do something,” Fluttershy said nervously 
“Shift. Grenade launcher.”
To Stygian’s shock, Kid proceeded to fire a high explosive round that caused him to stagger backwards. A second shot made him use a shield as the smoke obscured the view from the outside.
“What was that,” Rarity asked
“Explosive shot,” Pinkie replied
“You…can't…beat…me,” Stygian said through breaths “From…light…comes…darkness.”
“Death waits for no one. Soul Resonance.”
Everyone watched as Kid’s pistols changed into arm length twin cannons and fired, destroying Stygian, leaving just his soul behind. Twilight dropped the shield, so everyone could enter the area.
“That's it? That thing is the last of Stygian,” Mistmane asked
“Yes, that is his soul.”
“After all that you have done, you should take it. He was indeed a witch, and deserved his fate in the end,” Star Swirl said
“Flitter; he's all yours.”
Flitter’s pistol form proceeded to ‘swallow’ the soul in what would have been the magazine. After doing so, both pistols glowed momentarily before returning to normal. Having just become complete Death Scythes, their appearances didn't change by much. The shape remained as .42 caliber pistols, but the color changed to gold.
“Nice weapons Kid,” Twilight commented
“The gold is really fitting,” Rarity added
“Let's head back home. The princesses are going to want to see for themselves.”
Kid chose to leave the girls in their pistol form; partially for protection, but mostly to admire their new form. About half-hour later, the group arrived back in Canterlot.
“Welcome back, everyone. How did things go,” Celestia asked
“See for yourself,” Kid said drawing the pistols 
“You've finally created your own Death Scythes. Congratulations Kid,” Luna said, hugging him
“It's taken two years, but I've finally done it. Girls, return to normal.”
As they did so, everyone else seemed to stare at them. Rainbow Dash ended up having her jaw dropped at the sight.
“Why are you looking at us like that,” Chaser asked
“Your wings have changed. The two of you have alicorn wings to mark your status as Death Scythes,” Celestia replied
“That's so awesome! I can't wait to get the witch soul now,” Dash said excitedly 
“Why the change in appearance,” Pinkie asked
“I don't know. Perhaps it marks the weapon as having reached their pinnacle.”
“If pegasi gain alicorn wings, what would earth ponies or unicorns receive,” Fluttershy asked
“That, my little pony; I don't have an answer to,” Celestia replied
“We've seen a weapon become a Death Scythe, and gained a new friend. There's only one thing left to do,” Pinkie said cheerfully “PARTY!”
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A few weeks later; Twilight and her friends finished making the final preparations to turn Canterlot into a giant party. Celestia agreed to suspend all classes in the meantime, to everyone's delight.
“Alright, everyone! This needs to be our best party ever,” Pinkie directed
For the most part, everything was going fine with all attendees having fun hanging out together and playing games.
“This was a great party,” one of the students said
“I just thought we needed something fun,” Pinkie replied
“Well, I see what looks like incoming party crashers,” Kid said gesturing to a series of ships in the distance
“And I didn't order any extra entertainment,” Pinkie said jokingly 
“Attention, residents of Equestria! The Storm King proudly presents his trusted lieutenant; Tempest Shadow,” came an announcement from one of the ships after it descended 
Departing the ship was a purple pony in armor with a broken horn, followed by a small creature.
“I'll put this simply. Give up or else. Grubber; do it,” Tempest ordered 
To everyone's surprise, the little creature next to the armored pony proceeded to transform into a staff with a lightning bolt on one end. Following behind were wolf-like creatures departing the ships in hoards.
“Those things are kishins,” Kid whispered, having activated his Soul Perception 
“What do we do,” Blair asked
“Make sure you stay with the residents. They're going to need protection.”
“Kid; is there anything we can do,” Twilight asked
“Get ready for battle.”
Twilight’s friends proceeded to transform as did Luna and Cadence. Kid held his pistols at his side in preparation of a signal to attack.
“So, you really want to do this the hard way? Take care of them,” Tempest commanded
With that; the skirmish commenced as the wolf soldiers charged the citizens. Kid stood front and center letting loose a stream of bullets that destroyed countless kishins.
“Soul Collect.”
He raised a hand towards the souls as they were drawn to him, before being sucked in.
“This is our chance! Push these invaders back,” Celestia cried
In the confusion, no one noticed another ship land that had a single occupant depart. The creature looked similar to the soldiers, only closer to an ape with horns and carried a staff with him. The Storm King proceeded to remove a few black orbs and throw them towards Celestia and Shining; instantly turning them to stone.
“These would make nice decorations for my new palace,” Storm King taunted
“What are we going to do now? The princesses have been turned to stone,” Twilight asked desperately 
“Run straight ahead!”
“Towards the creatures,” Rarity asked “That's insane!”
“Just go!”
As the four meisters ran; Kid proceeded to clean the path of any unwanted passengers before getting the ship to take off. Once on board, the girls headed downstairs to check out the ship; while he had the wheel.
“Kid, there's a bunch of weird weapons down there with large balls,” Twilight said
“Good. Take the balls and get the cannons loaded. We're about to have company. Pinkie; get the sails ready.”
“Aye, aye Captain,” Pinkie said, with a salute 
● TWILIGHT ●
“These balls are heavy,” Rarity complained
“I'll use my magic and levitate the balls inside.”
“I probably should have thought of that,” Rarity said sheepishly 
“How do these things work; Twilight,” Dash asked
“From what I can tell, a fire is used to light the string here, sending the balls outward.”
● DEATH the KID ●
“Hey, Kid. We've got company,” Pinkie called from the crow's nest
“Get those cannons in position! Left side!”
Under his orders, the girls proceeded to fire the guns as they watched one of the ships get destroyed. Now knowing what to do, the cannons were constantly loaded and fired, sending the enemy retreating for now.
“So, now that we've taken care of those meanies; where do we go,” Pinkie asked
“I'm not entirely sure. We don't want to lead the Storm King (I believe he’s called) to any major town in Equestria.”
“Perhaps somewhere away from them,” Fluttershy suggested “We can let the wind carry us.”
“In the meantime, why don't we get rid of this flag and put this up,” Pinkie suggested, holding a different flag
To Kid’s surprise, the flag was solid black, but had the image of his skull in the center. While he couldn't remember being human; the design did seem familiar to him.
“Keep both of them. We'll use the one as bait to make them think we're friendly, before raising the other to attack them.”
“Is that wise? We're only a small ship against countless others,” Applejack asked
“Um, I hate to interrupt; but there are people in the water,” Rarity said, looking over the side; trying to prevent seasickness
“Grab the ladder and get them in here.”
“Hey! Come on up,” Dash called throwing the ladder over
As they climbed aboard, the group seemed to be unnerved at the sight at multiple birds in front of them. Each of them had a missing limb of some kind, leading to them possibly being trouble; especially since everyone carried a sword on their side.
“Thank you for the rescue. The name's Celano and this here is my crew,” Celano said, drawing her blade as her crew did the same
“What gives? We save you and you choose to attack us,” Dash demanded
“It's not an attack. It's respect.”
Twilight and the others watched as the birds raised the hilt of their sabers towards their beaks before bringing it to their right side with the blade angled downwards. Kid snapped to attention and brought his right hand towards the corner of his eye. In response, both salutes were lowered as all sabers were returned to their sheaths.
“You aren't part of the Storm King’s crew. And you, certainly are different from your friends (no offense),” Celano said
“Name's Death the Kid, the Grim Reaper. These two are my weapon partners Cloud Chaser and Flitter.”
“My name is Twilight Sparkle and these are my friends Rarity and Fluttershy and our friends and weapons; Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie and Applejack,” Twilight added
“I wasn't from around here. Someone named ‘the Merchant’ sent me here where I've lived for the past two years.”
“Thank you again for the rescue. What exactly brings you here,” one of the birds asked curiously 
“The Storm King attacked our home and turned the rulers to stone. We left to protect ourselves.”
“Sorry to hear. He pushed us into service as a delivery crew against our will,” another bird added
● VINYL SCRATCH ●
“Blair, what exactly are we going to do?”
“Whatever they want. It's best we try not to resist. Besides; no one wants to be turned to stone,” Blair replied
“You're right. I just hope Kid and the others get back soon.”
“I'm sorry we had to just bow to the Storm King,” Blair said sadly
“There isn't anything to be sorry about. Training the students in combat is easy, but a real situation like this is much different. None of them would be able to make much a difference.”
● DEATH the KID ●
“Where exactly were you heading,” one of the birds asked
“Right now, we don't have a destination. The plan was just to get away from home.”
“I've heard of a town in the desert that might be perfect to get away,” Celano said
“Kluge Town. A friend was there years ago under different circumstances. The one problem I see is that we're going to need money.”
“I did find a box full of coins and gems downstairs. Perhaps we can use some of them,” Rarity commented
“I'll bring only a small amount as we really don't want to draw excess attention to ourselves.”
Looking around in the hull, Kid managed to find a pouch and filled it with enough coins to use and not worry about it. One of Celano’s crew took over guiding the ship as they finally made it towards the desert.
“Let's head towards the outskirts of town. Maybe we can slip in unnoticed.”
The group departed the ship while the birds elected to stay behind in order to protect it. Kid led everyone towards the house in front of them before Twilight stopped without warning.
“We shouldn't be here. I sense a witch's soul,” Twilight said
“It's fine. The house is empty. Besides, the original owner was destroyed years ago.”
“Who was the owner,” Fluttershy asked furiously 
“A centaur named Tirek. The Cutie Mark Crusaders fought against him with assistance from Justin Law.”
With slight reassurance, they headed inside the house; unaware they were being watched. Everyone found a place and made themselves as comfortable as they could. 
KNOCK! KNOCK!
“Greetings my friends. May I come in,” Capper asked
“Who exactly are you,” Dash demanded
“Capper’s the name. You lot seemed to make a big entrance coming in a ship belonging to the Storm King. Many residents won't take kindly to you staying in the house their beloved leader Tirek lived in,” Capper replied “Who are you, now that I've introduced myself?”
“Death the Kid; the Grim Reaper and these are my friends. From left-to right: Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, Cloud Chaser, Rainbow Dash, Flitter, Pinkie Pie and Twilight Sparkle.”
“Nice to meet you, your Deathness. What brings you all out here,” Capper asked with a bow
“We just want a little while to rest and than we're gone. By the way, just call me ‘Kid’.”
“If you're anything like your friend who was here two years ago; I could make a suggestion to keep the residents from bothering you,” Capper suggested 
“What do you propose,” Twilight asked cautiously 
“Show off your weapons. Once they know you're likely to attack them; you should be fine,” he said
“Kid, what do you think? Is that a course of action we should take,” Rarity asked
“For now, let's keep to ourselves. If we need to, I'll use my pistols.”
“Very well. Just be careful. I do have one favor to ask of you,” Capper suggested “When you leave, could you take me with you? Anywhere is better than here.”
“Deal. Would you mind assisting us to take on the Storm King?"
“I don't have any experience fighting; but I'd do anything to get payback for destroying my home,” Capper replied
“Welcome aboard the crew. We'll be leaving to go home soon.”
After their meeting, Capper departed as the others decided to rest for a while. Looking around the house, not much in food was found that was still usable as it all had grown mold over the years.
“Well, it looks like we're going to need food. Girls, please transform and we'll head out.”
● TEMPEST SHADOW ●
“That purple female that escaped looked an awful lot like this one one here,” Storm King said, motioning towards the frozen Celestia
“What do you propose?”
“Find them and bring them back. The one with those duel weapons could prove to be a valuable asset,” Storm King directed “Do this and I will fulfill my promise.”
“Of course, sir. Come along, Grubber.”
“Yes, Tempest, ” Grubber said, following behind her
● DEATH the KID ●
The group headed into town to a very unfriendly welcome as many of the residents stared at them.
“Is there a place my friends and I can get some food?”
“Yeah, but be ready to pay up. And you might want to leave soon. Lord Tirek lived in that house,” a merchant replied
They were directed into a nearby building and sat down. A big blue creature emerged from a swinging door carrying multiple plates of food and set them in front of everyone. Kid released the girls so they could get food as well. Once everyone had a plate, they dug in.
“Thank you for the food. How much do I owe you?”
“50,” came the reply 
Kid reached into the pouch and made sure to remove the amount before storing it back in his coat. As they turned to leave, a hand grabbed his wrist.
“Just a minute. You are to leave as soon as you can. That house isn't to be used by anyone. A group like yourselves destroyed Tirek two years ago and we still haven't forgotten,” a resident said angrily 
“We plan on it. We'll probably get something to eat in the morning and we're gone.”
Returning to the shelter as fast as they could, the group was joined by Celano and her crew. Kid handed enough money for them to get someone to eat and hoped both groups wouldn't be linked.
“So; what do we do now,” Rainbow asked
“We're going to have to leave tomorrow. I'm not going to have an angry village against us.”
“Very well. Sorry to interrupt your conversation. I thought it was best to stay here for a while,” Capper said
The next morning, everyone headed to get something to eat, occupying the entire room. Kid removed the remaining contents of the pouch to pay for their meals and told them to keep the rest. 
“Come on, everyone. Let's go.”
“How's about you make this easy and just surrender,” Tempest suggested 
“Get on the ship. I'll stall.”
“The Storm King actually wanted you brought back to serve him. Be good and do this the easy way,” she replied 
“Nah. I don't work for dictators,” Kid countered as the girls changed
“So, you have a weapon too? Do you really want to do this,” she asked 
“That's up to you. Let us go in peace and don't speak of this. Otherwise, I may have to destroy a fellow meister.”
“Tempest; are you really going to let them escape,” Grubber asked 
“Just get out of here before I change my mind. I'll tell him that I missed you,” she said dismissively 
With that, he climbed back on board as the crew took off. Cloud Chaser and Flitter were free to return to normal as he found a place and sat down.
“Where to,” Celano asked
“Equestria. It's time to take the country back.”
● TEMPEST SHADOW ●
“Good to hear from you, Commander. So; do you have my guests,” the Storm King asked, via hologram
“Unfortunately by the time I got there, they were already gone.”
“Is this true, or is she lying,” he asked Grubber
“It's true. What do you want us to do now,” Grubber asked
“Come back to the castle. If you missed them; it might mean they are heading here,” Storm King replied, before disappearing 
“Was it wise to lie to him,” Grubber asked
“No, it wasn't. When we head back we'll end up confronting them.”
● DEATH the KID ●
Most of the group fell asleep on the trip back home. Each of the birds took shifts at the wheel in the meantime. Kid sat against the mast while the others ended up downstairs to sleep.
“We're getting close. What's the plan,” Celano asked
“We're going to split up. If you don't mind Captain Celano; your crew will rescue the citizens. Fluttershy; I was hoping you and Pinkie could help me eliminating the wolf creatures.”
“What about Rarity and I,” Twilight asked curiously
“Rarity may have to use Applejack and battle against Tempest while Twilight uses Dash to fight the Storm King.”
“What do you want me to do; Kid,” Capper asked
“Join with Celano and company. When we drop the ramp, split up to your respective group.”
An hour later, the ship reached Equestria, before touching down at the castle. Before departing, all meisters had their weapons ready as one of the birds readied the gang plank. Kid led to off as two groups took off. The meisters headed left to take care of the fighting, while the others circled around.
○ CAPPER & PIRATES ○
“Please done hurt us,” a citizen said moving away from the cage door
“We're here to rescue you. Kid sent us,” Celano replied, opening the lock
“Hey, ugly,” Capper called “Not you, I was looking at the other one!”
With that comment, a group of wolves charged towards Capper, before crashing into the cage as the feline dodged at the last second. He proceeded to relock the door.
“Alright, let's get these cages open,” Celano ordered
“Yes ma'am,” everyone said
A little while later, all the residents were released with many of the meisters wishing to have payback for their capture.
“Let us join them,” a student argued
“No. Kid and the others have trained to take of this. You might get hurt,” Vinyl replied
“Captain; what do we do now,” Capper asked
“You can find a place to get everyone to. We'll take out any of these things in our way and rejoin with the others,” Celano replied 
○ TWILIGHT & RARITY ○
“Come on, we're almost to the castle,” Twilight said panting
“Just give me a moment,” Rarity asked
“You can rest after I've beaten you,” a voice said from behind them
“Take care of the Storm King,” Rarity said as Twilight left
“Do you really think you have a chance to beat me,” Tempest asked arrogantly 
“I don't have to beat you, just stall you,” Rarity replied calmly 
• RARITY vs TEMPEST SHADOW •
Rarity snapped the whip out and straightened it, in order to have it act like a lance. In response, Tempest had Grubber transform into the lighting staff. The two clashed before Tempest launched a bolt towards Rarity.
“Had enough? I can do this all day,” Tempest taunted
“Your armor must be cutting off circulation. I'm not giving up without a fight,” Rarity retorted
The two clashed a second time but Rarity was prepared. She caused the whip to relax and wrap around the staff and pulled. Tempest could only watch as it landed some distance away. Not wanting to waste an opportunity, Rarity immediately used a spell to stun her opponent.
• KID, FLUTTERSHY & PIRATES vs STORM KING MINIONS •
“I can't keep going. There's too many,” Fluttershy panted
“Take a break. I'll continue.”
“Not without us, you aren't,” a voice called
“Good to see you, Captain Celano.”
“What exactly are those things that are floating,” Celanon asked
“Souls. They belonged to these creatures. They're called ‘kishins’, to answer your imminent question. Soul Collect,” Kid said
“Kid; I thought souls could only be eaten by weapons,” Fluttershy asked
“You're right. I'm just gathering the souls as is the duty of the Grim Reaper.”
“Take these things out! No quarter,” Celano cried
With that, the pirates drew their swords and charged into battle taking out as many of the creatures as they could. Kid looked around and watched as the hoard just kept coming, with no end in sight.
“Shift. Machine Guns.”
The weapon switch proved to be beneficial as it helped quickly dispatch the creatures.
“Do you think you can win, boy? I have an endless army on my side,” the Storm King yelled from the top of Canterlot Castle
“Give me a moment to solve that problem. Beelzebub.”
Before the Storm King knew what was going on, Kid took off towards the ships and shot them, destroying anything in his path. Once he landed, the souls were summoned to him.
• TWILIGHT SPARKLE vs STORM KING •
“These insolent pests! How dare they,” Storm King yelled 
“We will take you down! You'll never win,” Twilight said defiantly 
“You look so much like my favorite statue over there. So fierce, yet naïve to believe she could win. How do you think you will fare,” he said
His question went unanswered as she charged at him with her gauntlets raised. A series of punches caught him in the stomach, temporary stunning the Storm King.
“Soul...Protect…Off,” he said through breaths
Unbeknownst to Twilight, both Rarity and Fluttershy were heading towards the castle with their friends to cheer her on. Kid elected to stay behind as this was to be their fight.
“You can beat this meanie,” Pinkie cheered
“We're here you; darling,” Rarity added
“This guy was nothing compared to Asura,” Applejack added
“You can do it, Twilight,” Fluttershy added
“Thank you for the confidence girls,” Twilight replied
“Ah, Commander. Nice of you to join us,” Storm King said calmly
“When were you going to fulfill your promise to restore my horn,” Tempest asked directly 
“You actually believed me! No one can restore a broken horn! News flash; I was using you,” Storm King said with a laugh
He reached towards his waist and removed a black orb and prepared to throw it at Twilight and the others.
“Shift. Sniper Rifle!”
Kid proceeded to ready his shot as the orb was thrown and destroyed it in midair. Twilight immediately used a shield to protect the seven from the gas.
Once it dissipated, Twilight immediately started punching the Storm King as Tempest struck him with a bolt of lightning; causing him to be destroyed. 
“What's that thing,” Tempest asked
“A witch soul,” Twilight replied
“You defeated him so you deserve it,” Tempest replied
“So, how do we change our friends back,” Rarity asked
“Allow me,” Tempest replied
While Twilight handed Dash the soul for her to eat, Tempest used the staff to return the frozen ponies to normal.
○ CAPPER ○
“Hey! Can I get some help,” Capper called
“What are you doing,” Kid asked
“I wanted to check those ships out. Get anything of value out before they get destroyed,” Capper replied 
“Very well. Ah Vinyl, nice timing. Could you grab the rest of the meisters and help Capper here?”
“Of course,” she said before departing 
A few minutes later she returned with the students following behind her. As they approached the ships, small groups were formed and each headed to a different one. In the meantime, Kid decided to head to the castle to see how things transpired.
A few boxes were removed from the ships that were revealed to contain coins and gems. Under suggestion from Vinyl, everything would be brought to the castle for the guards to protect.
● DEATH the KID ●
“Kid! Thank you for the help,” Twilight said, hugging him
“I didn't help that much.”
“It was you that destroyed that orb of the Storm King,” Rarity replied
“What are the students doing,” Luna asked
“Cleaning out the contents of the Storm King’s ships.”
“Where is everything being brought to,” Celestia added
“Inside the castle. As I entered, I saw the guards protecting the boxes.”
“What are you going to do with me,” a very nervous Tempest asked
“Perhaps we'll discuss that later,” Celestia replied
As the group left the castle, the freed citizens were there cheering for them with Capper and the pirates in front. Tempest trailed behind with Grubber; having stripped off the armor she wore. 
“On behalf of Equestria, we'd like to thank you for your assistance in eliminating the Storm King,” Kid said, motioning towards the front 
“You are welcome. It was our pleasure to work with you,” Celano replied
“It was fun getting to help out,” Capper added
“I would like all the weapons of the DWMA to step forward. I have something you all might like. Soul Recall.”
Kid held out a hand and allowed all the kishin souls that were recently destroyed to be removed. The collection totaled a few thousand, which allowed each weapon to have 50 souls each for starters.
“Thank you,” the weapons said collectively
“You are welcome. After what happened, you deserve to have something.”
“So, when are we going to rehave the party,” Pinkie asked
“Let's wait a while before doing so. We still have something to take care of.”
“Tempest; you will be staying in the castle along with your friend in the meantime,” Celestia decided
Tempest decided to take a walk to actually see the town she attacked. When far enough away from the castle, someone decided to place a hand on her shoulder; causing her to stop.
“Sorry if I scared you. My name is Starlight Glimmer. I was hoping you could help me,” she asked with a smirk
“Tempest Shadow. What do you need my help with,” Tempest asked curiously 
“You'll see,” Starlight replied
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“Alright, this mission of ours is going to be a lot different. Our target resides through a portal in another world. Only Twilight and I will be going through,” Kid said
“You'll be able to use your weapons without issue; but they won't be able to transform back as long as you are there,” Celestia said
“I'm alright with that,” Cloud Chaser said
“We've been in weapon form for a while,” Flitter added
“A few hours, yes; but we'll be gone for days. That's going to be a lot different.”
“We'll be fine. If not, when we get home, we'll just be really stiff,” Chaser replied
“Twilight; I want you to have this,” Celestia said handing her a necklace 
“This is the Alicorn Amulet. Why would I need it,” Twilight replied
“That will give you the ability to use magic over there. Yes, you are an alicorn, but there isn't magic normally,” Kid said
“Very well. Applejack, would you accompany me there,” Twilight said with a sigh
“Of course I will,” Applejack replied
“Tomorrow will be best to leave. It's a Monday and should give you enough time to collect information,” Luna said
“Alright. I need to retrieve one thing in the meantime.”
Kid summoned his skateboard as usual and headed to Cloud Chaser’s house. Once there, he quickly grabbed the shoulder holster that was put aside and returned to Canterlot.
“What did you need to get,” Flitter asked curiously
“My shoulder holster. I thought it would be better to hide my pistols under my vest.”
“I agree with you, Kid. We can't let anyone know about the weapons, but I do see a problem. You can hide your pistols under your vest, but what am I supposed to do,” Twilight asked
“Perhaps, you could wrap the whip around you as a sort of belt,” Kid suggested
“I guess I could do that. Do you know anything about the other side,” Twilight asked
“Nothing, unfortunately. We'll figure it when we get there.”
After their meeting, Kid decided to head home with Chaser and Flitter for the night as tomorrow would be very busy. Once there, the thigh holsters were temporarily removed for safety. The next morning the three returned to the castle where Twilight and the others were waiting.
“Kid, this is for you. I hope you don't mind that I took the liberty of putting your casual clothes and shoes in here,” Rarity said handing him a black bag 
“Thank you very much.”
“Just so you two know, the portal closes in three days. The Alicorn Amulet will be your only way of using magic, but be careful with using it,” Celestia said “It's unknown how it will react on the other side.”
“Girls, transform.”
Kid proceeded to remove his trench coat and vest and strapped on the holster. He stored the girls in their spot before putting the vest and jacket back on.
“What should I do with Applejack in the meantime,” Twilight asked
“You can store her in the bag for now along with the amulet.”
“Good luck on hunting down Sunset,” Celestia said
“Get back safely,” Pinkie said
“Ladies first.”
The two headed through the portal where Twilight made sure to step aside so Kid could pass behind.
“So, this is the other side? Why do you look the same while I changed,” Twilight asked 
“I was human originally, so I wouldn't think I would need to altered. Now, around the back of the statue for a moment please.”
Kid quickly pulled her around to the opposite side of the statue and removed the whip from his backpack. He calmly helped wrap the whip around her skirt, before tucking the end into the wrap. Twilight grabbed the necklace and stored it under her shirt, in case it was needed.
“I'd ask you to be careful with moving, so it doesn't come undone.”
“Thanks. What do we do now,” she replied
“Well, we need to head inside.”
Kid led the pair inside the school, although neither seemed to have any idea as to the layout of the building.
“Do you have any idea as to where we need to go,” she whispered 
“No.”
“I haven't seen the two of you before. Follow me,” a female voice said sternly 
Their leader directed the pair to a series of rooms before stopping suddenly in front of a door marked ‘Principal’.
“Sister? We have a couple guests,” the female in front said after knocking on the door
“Bring them in Luna,” came the reply
“Princess Luna,” Twilight asked
“I don't know about being a ‘princess’; but I am Vice-Principal of Canterlot High School,” Luna replied “After you.”
Kid headed in first and removed his trench coat before sitting down, while Twilight just simply took the seat next to him.
“Alright, let's cut the crap. Why are you two here? We watched the two of you step out from the portal in the statue,” Luna asked directly “Only one other person ever came out from there.”
“Before we start with an explanation, how's about some privacy?”
Twilight removed the Alicorn Amulet from under her shirt and concentrated for a moment as the stone glowed in acknowledgement. The window shades snapped shut as the door locked, completely sealing off the room to outsiders.
“Our reason for the visit is simple. We're hunting someone,” Kid said
“Who are you after,” Celestia asked
“Our target is Sunset Shimmer.”
“So she's finally going to be judged for her actions? Posting secrets online about the student body under the name of ‘Anon-a-Miss’? Causing the entire school to actually hate each other and break out into random fights,” Luna asked before clasping her hands together as if in prayer “We must really be blessed for this day to occur.”
“That is not part of our reasoning for this visit.”
“Do you mind giving your names,” Celestia asked
“Twilight Sparkle,” she said
“Death the Kid. The Grim Reaper.”
“Very funny. The Grim Reaper here? Where's your scythe,” Luna replied with a laugh
“My father wielded a scythe. I prefer different weapons,” Kid said removing a pistol
“I'm guessing that your weapon happens to be the whip tied around your waist; miss Sparkle,” Celestia asked
“It is, ma'am,” Twilight replied cheerfully 
“I'd like you to be careful with your weapons,” Celestia suggested “No one must know about such dangerous items. Especially your pistols, young man.”
“Kid. That's probably easier to call me. For our time here, would you mind providing a temporary schedule to attend class in order to maintain our cover?”
“Of course. There is an abandoned gym storage room room you could use to stay in while the two of you are here,” Celestia replied
“Could you explain more about why the two of you are here,” Luna asked
“The two of us are meisters whose job it is to hunt down and destroy creatures known as kishins that devour souls. A smaller group we hunt down are witches, but finding them can be a challenge due to a particular ability they possess.”
“What ability is that,” Celestia asked
“Soul Protect. Twilight and I have it on good authority that Sunset Shimmer is indeed a witch and must be brought back home to stand trial,” Kid finished 
“We wish you the best of luck in your mission,” Celestia said “Here's the schedule.”
“Thank you very much,” Kid said with a bow as Twilight removed the spell
With their meeting finally over, the two left the room and made their way down the hall to the first class listed. Finding a pair of empty seats in the back, they quickly sat down before a certain pink haired student ran over to them.
“I haven't seen you here before. I'm Pinkie Pie who are you,” Pinkie said 
“Miss Pie, settle down. We have a test today, so I hope all of you prepared,” the teacher said
“Sorry, Ms. Cheerilee,” Pinkie said
“What about those two? Do they have to take it,” a student demanded
“Only if they wish to do so. It's late in the year to have new students,” Cheerilee replied
“I'll take it. I love tests,” Twilight said excitedly 
“I'll give it a shot.”
Cheerilee handed out a stack of tests to each of the students consisting of 175 questions. The test was supposed to take the entire class period, although Kid finished well before anyone else.
“Finished already,” Cheerilee asked in surprise 
“Yes ma'am. History has always been my favorite subject.”
“Very well. You will need to find something quiet to do in the meantime,” Cheerilee said
Kid walked over to the bookshelf in the front of the room and removed a few books to read in order to pass the time. Over the remainder of the class period, everyone turned their tests in; leaving just Twilight who hesitantly turned her test in moments before the bell rang.
“That was the worst test I've ever had. I didn't know any of the questions,” Twilight complained after they left
“Well, we don't have to worry about it much. Next is Physical Education, so I'll see you in a while.”
● DEATH the KID ● 
“You're new here, huh? Do you have any clothes for class? The name's Coach Bulk,” he said
“They're casual clothes, but they should work.”
Kid ducked into a bathroom stall and removed the holsters before sticking them in the backpack. He figured it was easier to change there, where no one else could see.
“Since you don't have a locker, your clothes and bag will be locked in my office,” Bulk said
“You seriously don’t have a set of proper clothing? How do you expect to work out in that,” a student asked sarcastically 
“Enough, Sentry. The kid wants to wear that, it's fine. He just better be able to keep up,” Coach Bulk replied “What's your name?”
“Kid. I'll be able to keep up.”
Under the direction of Coach Bulk, everyone headed outside for class. They were put through an obstacle course consisting of standard track and field obstacles. Throughout class, Kid was able to inch ahead of the other students and didn't break a sweat in the process.
“Enough! I'm supposed to be the best in class,” an indigent Flash Sentry said “Someone needs to put you in your place.”
“By all means, go ahead.”
Flash punched Kid in the chest, only for the latter to not flinch. Before he could try again, Kid struck Flash in the chest with a simple palm-heel strike.
“I've been hit by worse than that. Don't try that again, or I won't be as nice.”
“Sentry! There's no need to assault another student for being beaten in a race! I'm giving you one warning about that or you will be suspended next time,” Coach Bulk said
“Yes sir. It won't happen again,” Flash said, before adding under his breath “when you're watching.”
“Alright, head inside and get changed,” Bulk ordered
With that, most of the students ran back inside to get to their lockers as fast as they could. Kid took his time and walked next to Bulk.
“Sorry about Flash’s attitude. He believes he has to be first in everything,” Bulk apologized 
“It's alright. I figured he's a jock.”
“I shouldn't say anything, but he had secrets about him posted by Sunset Shimmer; his former girlfriend. You could see that he became quick to jump on anyone that causes even minor problems; but that's the first time Flash actually attacked anyone,” Bulk finished 
The two headed back to the room and Kid grabbed his bag to change in the bathroom. As soon as he could, the pistols were strapped back on under his vest. Just as the bell rang, Kid threw his jacket on  before heading out.
● TWILIGHT SPARKLE ●
“Does anyone happen to have a spare set of clothing I could use? I'm new and didn't know about having Physical Education,” Twilight asked
“Here you go, darling. I always carry extras in case of emergency. I'm Rarity, by the way,” she said
“Twilight Sparkle. Thank you very much.”
“I hope you can keep up newbie. We're going to play dodgeball. Name's Spitfire. I was a Drill Sergeant in the Equestria Army,” Spitfire said
“Awesome! I love dodgeball,” Rainbow Dash said
“I think we all know you're fond of playing with balls,” came a sarcastic reply 
“Thanks Sunny. We all know you're jealous of my skill,” Dash countered
‘That's our target? Sunset’s a lot different than I thought,’ Twilight thought 
Twilight took the outfit and headed into a bathroom to change. She made sure to hide her whip and necklace inside the backpack for safety. While she was used to being naked around others in Equestria, it felt different here.
“Captains will be Dash and Sunset. Any questions,” Coach Spitfire asked as they shook their heads “Good. Head out to the gym.”
Once in the gym, the two captains started picking teams and Twilight managed to be with Sunset. Twilight was lucky to have trained with Kid to at least increase her natural reflexes, despite being an alicorn.
“So, new girl. Think you can keep up,” Dash taunted
“Isn't that what your boyfriend asked you when you first had sex,” Sunset taunted
“Enough of that Anon-a-Miss shit! There probably isn't anyone that hasn't been touched,” Dash replied angrily
“Save that attitude for the game, ladies,” Spitfire said blowing her whistle
The teams charged towards the balls and started throwing wildly. In the mayhem, both Lyra and Bon Bon managed to eliminate each other.
“Drops, Heartstrings; out,” Spitfire called
Following them, Rarity managed to eliminate both Fluttershy and Pinkie from Dash’s team. In response, Dash eliminated all but Sunset and Twilight.
“This is going to be fun,” Dash said
Without warning, a ball was thrown low enough that Sunset wasn't able to dodge and was eliminated as a result. Twilight grabbed two balls and wished she had her magic.
“Give me your best shot,” Dash taunted
“Don't worry. I will.”
Twilight proceeded to throw the balls one by one, with the second having a hard curve to it. Dash managed to dodge the first ball that was thrown straight towards her, only to turn into the path of the second.
“Dash, out,” Spitfire called
“Good move. Never would have seen that coming,” Dash admitted shaking Twilight’s hand
“Thank you. I didn't know that would work.”
After they played a few more games, which resulted in Twilight being the MVP, everyone headed back inside to change. Twilight prefered to change again in peace.
“You're not wearing that weird belt of yours,” Dash asked as Twilight emerged from the stall
“I might put it on later.”
“Oh, Twilight; go ahead and keep the clothes. You'll need them for tomorrow,” Rarity said
“Thank you very much.”
○ BACK TOGETHER ○
After they finished PE; Kid and Twilight departed to their other classes, showing no actual interest in anything. Finally free from four hours of boredom, the two headed to the cafeteria to eat.
“At least we're finished. This has been torture,” Twilight complained “What's for lunch?”
“Pizza, by the looks of it. Anything is good right about now.”
“Although I can eat meat, I'd much prefer a salad,” Twilight replied
“They have vegetarian options. It's not that common amongst students,” Sunset said “Sorry, I'm Sunset Shimmer. I met Twilight earlier in PE.”
“I'm Kid.”
“Odd name for a child, no offense. Is that short for something,” Sunset asked curiously 
“Sadly, no. My dad wasn't creative in naming me,” Kid lied 
“Well, let's get in line,” Twilight suggested 
With that, the three headed to the back of the line and selected their items to eat. Afterwards, Sunset headed to one table on the opposite end of the room, while the two meisters grabbed an empty table.
“Mind if we sit here? I'm Rainbow Dash and these are my friends, Fluttershy, Rarity, Pinkie Pie and Rarity,” Dash asked
“Kid.”
“That's a unique belt you had. I'm surprised you haven't put it back on,” Applejack commented
“I didn't want to. My skirt fits just fine without it,” Twilight replied
“Since you two are new, I need to throw you a ‘Welcome to Crystal Prep’ party,” Pinkie said
“You don't have to. We're visiting here a few days and going to leave afterwards.”
“What made you two decide to visit,” Fluttershy asked
“Personal reasons.”
“Okay. That is a nice suit you have, Kid. Who's your tailor,” Rarity replied
“A friend made it for me as a surprise. I never knew her name.”
“Whenever you see her, could you thank her for making such a lovely outfit,” Rarity asked
“Of course.”
“So, what's with the lump under your jacket, Kid? Hiding something,” Dash demanded
“Not for you to know, unfortunately.”
Kid and the others ate in peace and departed from the room as the two meisters headed to the library, while Dash and the others went to see someone.
● RAINBOW DASH ●
KNOCK! KNOCK!
“Principal Celestia? It's Rainbow Dash. May I come in?”
“The door’s open,” Celestia replied “What can I help you five with?”
“There's something wrong with those new students,” Dash said “They're dangerous.”
“That girl, Twilight Sparkle; was using a whip for a belt,” Applejack replied
“And her friend, Kid; had something under his jacket. He mentioned it wasn't for us to know,” Dash added
“We'll take in into consideration to keep an eye on them,” Luna said dismissively, as she entered the room
Having not received the answer they hoped for, the five left the office dejectedly and headed home for the day.
● CELESTIA & LUNA ●
“Sister, are you sure that was the right thing to do,” Luna asked
“To send them away? We already knew about Kid and Twilight being armed,” Celestia replied
“Actually; I was referring to leaving the two here at school. We do have plenty of room at the house to give up a few rooms for a few days,” Luna clarified
“I suppose you're right. They are going to need one thing before we leave. Could you bring Kid a set of PE clothes? Chances are, they're in the library,” Celestia said with a sigh
● DEATH the KID ●
“Where are we going,” Twilight asked
“Library. I wanted to look something up.”
The two headed out of the cafeteria and down the hallway to the school library. Once in there, Kid jumped on a computer while Twilight seemed to be thrilled.
“This is amazing! This is so different than what we have at home,” she whispered excitedly “What's that you're using?”
“A computer. I wanted to see if I can find something particular.”
Typing ‘Grim Reaper’ into a search engine did result in finding the picture Kid thought would happen.
“That's supposed to be the Grim Reaper,” Twilight asked
“Well, that is the appearance that is common. I'm glad that it is just that appearance, not anything else.”
“Kid, Twilight; if you two don’t mind, please follow me,” Luna said
“I hope we didn't do anything wrong,” Twilight asked once outside 
“Nothing like that, but my sister does want to see you,” Luna said cryptically 
For the second time that day the two were heading to the principal's office. A relief was the fact it wasn't to be punished.
“My sister and I talked about inviting the two of you to stay with us for the next few days,” Celestia said “By the way, Kid; you'll need this.”
“Thank you for the PE clothes and a temporary place to stay.”
“Thank you Principal Celestia for allowing us to stay with you,” Twilight said
“You're both very welcome,” Celestia said
The four headed to the teacher's parking lot in the back, only to split up. Celestia led Kid and Twilight to her car, while Luna jumped on her motorcycle.
“Is this safe? We don't have these at home,” Twilight said cautiously
“I promise you that you'll be safe. Vehicles are designed to be sturdy,” Celestia said
“Well, I'll see you at home,” Luna called
With that, Luna pulled out of the driveway and headed down the street in the opposite direction Celestia was heading.
“Where's she going,” Twilight asked
“Luna prefers to take a different route than I do, in the attempt to race me home. While I try to follow the laws, she's much more reckless,” Luna replied
The car was just pulling into the driveway as Luna came in behind them. As the two meisters stepped out, Twilight was amazed.
“How are you able to afford such a huge house,” Twilight asked
“Our parents left us the house in their will. The Fausts owned much of the city, so we were well off,” Luna explained 
“The guest rooms are just down the hall from our rooms, so we'll be nearby if you need us,” Celestia said
Heading inside the house, they saw various paintings and statues scattered around the interior of the room.
“After we have dinner, would you mind telling us more about yourselves,” Luna asked
“Of course. Would you like our help,” Kid asked
“We will be fine, but thank you for the offer. Go ahead and make yourselves at home,” Celestia said
The two made their way towards the rooms and took those opposite to each other before dropping off their backpacks. Kid decided to change into his casual clothes and stored the pistols in his bag. Not having much in clothing, Twilight decided to change into her PE clothes, as they headed back.
Luna and Celestial made steaks and salad for the four to enjoy. In Equestria, ponies could eat meat; but was considered a rare event. Salads and other non-meat items were regularly eaten.
“Thank you very much for dinner,” Kid and Twilight said
“Do you mind telling us about your home,” Celestia asked
“Equestria is a land with different species. The vast majority are ponies that walk on two legs and have hands. We aren't much different than you, in appearance. Your counterparts are a rare species known as alicorns and are in charge of the sun and moon for Celestia and Luna,” Twilight explained
“What about you Kid,” Luna asked 
“What I'm going to tell you might sound completely insane. Technically, I was a human named Jonathan Paine before dressing up in the black suit and meeting a being known only as ‘the Merchant’. He sent me to Equestria where I proceeded to become its protector. I was fond of an anime called ‘Soul Eater’ and have been able to contact my ‘father’ Lord Death, the Grim Reaper.”
“Could you try contacting him,” Luna asked
“Could I use a mirror?”
“Right behind you,” Celestia replied
“I hope this works. 42-42-564. Whenever you want to, knock on Death's door.”
The sisters watched as the reflection altered to another room entirely.
“Long time no see brother.”
“Who are the three with you,” DtK asked “They're familiar, but different.”
“Twilight and I crossed through a portal to another world where everyone is human. These are the human counterparts to the princesses, only here they happen to be the principal and vice principal of the school.”
“It is nice to meet you. I am the actual Death the Kid and Grim Reaper currently residing in Death City,” DtK explained “There is a difference between my ‘brother’ and I.”
“The Kid that's with us mentioned about kishins. Do you have that problem where you are,” Celestia asked
“Kishins are a major problem, but I have a treaty with the witches stating meisters at the Death Weapon Meister Academy will no longer hunt witches,” DtK replied
“What's the difference between the two of you,” Luna asked
“His weapons are able to change form, while mine can't,” came the reply
“What have your pistols changed to,” Celestia asked
“They've varied from shotguns to a grenade launcher.”
“How's it going on your hunt,” DtK asked
“We've met our final target, Sunset Shimmer earlier today. We'll continue to monitor her tomorrow and hopefully return her home for judgment,” Twilight replied
“I'm hoping it doesn't resort to a fight, but if it does; we'll be ready.”
“Good luck to both of you. We'll talk another time,” DtK said before leaving
“It's getting late, you two. Time to turn in for the evening,” Celestia said, looking at the clock
“Good night prin…I mean Principal Celestia,” Twilight said with a slight blush
“Good night you two,” Luna said
○ DAY 2 ○
In the morning, Kid and Twilight made sure to be up early enough to pack their bags with their gym clothes and weapons.
“Good morning,” Celestia called over her shoulder
“We thought a breakfast of pancakes and bacon would be a nice surprise,” Luna added
“Smells delicious,” Twilight said
After everyone had their fill with breakfast, they headed to school. Kid was surprised to see they were 45 minutes early before any of the students.
“Sorry we're here so early. My sister and I had some work to do,” Celestia said
“It's alright. We'll probably head to the library and read,” Twilight said
True to their word, Twilight raced to the library and wanted to see how much she could get read before class started as Kid casually trailed behind.
“Let's see, history. That sounds like a good read,” she said
Kid headed to the computers and decided to relax and search more about his title. Attempting to find ‘Soul Eater’ resulted in nothing; which was a good thing as no one would know who he is.
“I didn't know humans were so violent,” Twilight said sadly “So many wars throughout history.”
“I have no reasons as to why we (they) are like that. Looking up the Grim Reaper shows pretty much the same image repeatedly. Let's head to class.”
Once the two headed to class, they grabbed their seats from yesterday. To everyone's surprise; the door opened and Sunset walked inside.
“Miss Shimmer, you missed a test yesterday,” Cheerilee said
“No, I didn't miss it. I choose to skip the test,” Sunset replied coldly
To no one's surprise, Sunset removed a book from her backpack, but Kid noticed the cover had Latin writing on it.
“The Great and Powerful Trixie says that book is evil,” Trixie said dramatically, pointing at Sunset's book
“This? It's just a harmless book. I like to challenge myself by reading other languages,” Sunset replied calmly 
“Do you mind if I borrowed your book,” Kid asked curiously “My dad taught me different languages.”
“Go ahead, Kid,” Sunset said handing him the book “I'll take your test Miss Cheerilee.”
Throughout class, Kid found himself intrigued by the book and read it cover to cover twice. The book contained various spells and different rituals, all of which were dark magic.
“Joma Joma Dabarasa,” Kid said casually to Sunset once class ended
“What did you say,” a shocked Sunset asked
“Joma Joma Dabarasa. I must have come across the phrase and didn't understand it,” Kid lied
“I'm sorry, but I have to go,” Sunset said,  hurriedly changing the subject “Keep the book.”
“Trixie guesses you scared Sunset,” Trixie replied
Unbeknownst to anyone, after the conversation; Sunset ran off and ended up skipping the rest of day as she headed home. 
Over the next few hours, Twilight as plagued by many thoughts and found it hard to focus in class. She wanted to know what was so cryptic between Kid and Sunset. During lunch, the two were joined by Trixie at their table.
“Do you mind if I sat here,” Trixie asked, dropping her third-person speech
“Not at all.”
“How do you know about that book,” Twilight asked
“Here. Read this and destroy it,” Trixie replied
‘My dad and I are real mages. Normal magic is very rare, so there aren't many users. That was a dark spell book. I wouldn't begin to know its contents, but it's certainly evil.
Trixie Alakazam Lulamoon’
“What was that phrase you told Sunset,” Twilight asked curiously 
“Not here. I don't want to be overheard.”
“Why'd Sunset leave,” Rainbow Dash demanded “Our game wasn't the same in PE.”
“She chose to leave. I wouldn't know why.”
“So, what's with the book she lent you,” Pinkie asked
Kid handed Pinkie the book, only for her to flip through it and pass it to the others. After everyone took a look, Applejack handed it back to him.
“Thank you for letting us look, although it is mighty confusing,” AJ said
“You're welcome.”
“You never introduced yourselves,” Trixie noticed
“I'm Twilight Sparkle and that's Kid,” Twilight replied 
“Is that short for anything,” Trixie asked
“Nope. My dad was lazy.”
After lunch was over, everyone parted ways with Kid and Twilight heading towards the office to wait for Celestia and Luna.
● SUNSET SHIMMER ●
“I can't believe someone figured it out! No one knows I'm a witch. I actually ran away from my father, Neighsay to become Celestia’s student and left Equestria all together to get away from it all!”
In her anger, Sunset managed to put a hole in the wall, only to use her magic to repair it.
“How could Kid have known the phrase for a witch's mass!? Two meisters that were sent from Equestria to bring me back. Looks like I'll be in for a fight tomorrow.”
●TRIXIE LULAMOON●
“Honey, what's wrong,” Jackpot asked as Trixie returned shivering 
“A student named Sunset Shimmer brought a spell book to school.”
“What kind of book,” Jackpot asked curiously
“A Latin spell book. From what I sensed, it's full of dark magic.”
“There's more to the story,” Jackpot stated
“A student by the name of ‘Kid’ asked to borrow it. He seemed to  know about Sunset being a witch as he recited a phrase that scared her.”
“That phrase wouldn't happen to be ‘Joma Joma Dabarasa’ would it,” he asked as she nodded “I may be mistaken, but Kid happens to be the Grim Reaper.”
“That's impossible. Why would he be here and how do you know about him?"
“I sensed his soul the moment he arrived to this world yesterday. If the Grim Reaper is here, it must mean he's after miss Shimmer,” he said
“Should I stop Kid and his friend Twilight?”
“No. If Sunset is indeed a witch, you don't stand a chance,” he said 
“But as a mage, isn't it our duty to help?”
“That's up to you,” he said simply
● RAINBOW DASH ●
“So, anyone know what the hell that book was,” Dash asked
“I couldn't read it, as I know we all couldn't; but it's not good,” Applejack replied
“I agree. I actually had a chill up my spine by just skimming over it,” Fluttershy added
“How was Kid able to read to that,” Rarity asked
“I don't know about you; but I've got a bad feeling about tomorrow,” Pinkie replied grimly
● DEATH the KID ●
“Do either of you know why Sunset decided to ditch school,” Luna asked
“It had something to do with what you told her,” Twilight replied 
“Joma Joma Dabarasa. It's the greeting said at a witch's mass. Her reaction and the fact she had this confirmed Sunset to be a witch,” Kid said removing the spell book
“That's not a normal book,” Celestia replied “I can't read any of it.”
“It's Latin for starters. This is a spell book filled with dark rituals. Trixie mentioned about her and her father being mages in this world. I'd guess he sensed our arrival here.”
“How is that possible,” Twilight asked
“As you know, my soul is as strong as the princesses back home. With Trixie and her father being mages, it wouldn't be hard to sense my soul.”
“I see. And mine would be covered by yours,” Twilight realized
“Tomorrow, we're going to be bringing Sunset home. Be ready for a fight.”
“I don't want any blood being spilled at school,” Celestia said
“We'll be protected. I have a special amulet from home that will help provide magic,” Twilight replied
○ DAY 3 ○
That morning, the princesses made breakfast for everyone again, but a silence was obvious as they were unsure what was going to happen.
“It was nice having you two here for the past two days,” Luna said, breaking the silence 
“Thank you again for letting us stay,” Twilight said
“Let's get ready to go,” Celestia said
“I'll ride in the car today. I have a bad feeling about riding the bike,” Luna decided
Deciding on leaving a little later, Celestia managed to arrive a short time before the bell. As they headed to the main entrance, the students seemed to be waiting for them with Sunset standing in front as Trixie and her father arrived.
“So, the pair of meisters finally show up,” Sunset said angrily “Why the hell are you two here!?”
“We're here under the authority of the Grim Reaper. You are to return to Equestria to be judged for your actions.”
“Really? I escaped from there to have a new life, and you want to send me back? Fat chance,” Sunset replied 
“Looks like the diplomatic easy way is out. Fight; it is.”
“Allow Trixie to help,” Trixie said desperately; running over to Kid & Twilight 
“Alright. Please keep Twilight safe.”
Kid calmly dropped his backpack on the group and removed the trench coat. He proceeded to unbutton the vest and remove the pistols, while Twilight grabbed her whip and set her bag next to his. Many of the students seemed to be shocked about the two having weapons on them.
“Should I,” Twilight asked cryptically 
“If you don't mind. Could you also silence it as well?”
“Of course l can,” Twilight replied
As Twilight said that, she removed the amulet and focused on creating a clear dome for the four to fight in without damaging any property in the process. A soundproofing spell was also added to allow their conversation to remain private.
“That's the Alicorn Amulet. How aren't you possessed by it,” Sunset demanded “Nevermind. I'll just have to kill you and take it for myself!”
“Why did you do it,” Trixie asked “Why create Anon-a-Miss?"
“Why? To split everyone up! It's amazing what you can learn by paying attention. So, Kid; how did you figure it out,” Sunset replied “Soul Protect off.”
“Your reaction to the phrase. Plus, you had a Latin spell book. I can read it easily to know you were a witch.”
Everyone, both inside and outside the bubble watched as Sunset somehow managed to change into a demon and started to charge at the trio.
“Holy shit! I didn't know Sunset was a demon,” Dash said excitedly 
“Rainbow, please watch your language,” Rarity said admonishing her “This is a school.”
“I'm going to kill you,” Sunset cried, before taking off into the air
“Shift. Shotgun. Beelzebub.”
“Impressive. I didn't think that was possible,” Trixie mused “Is it true, Kid? Are you really the Grim Reaper?”
“I am. Your father probably sensed my soul when we arrived.”
Sunset dived down and attempted to attack Twilight as she countered by using the whip as a lance. Kid fired a shot that caused Sunset to get out of the way and retake to the sky.
In response, Kid switched his shotgun to the duel machine guns and used his skateboard to catch up.
“Protect Twilight!”
“What's he doing,” Trixie asked as she created a small shield over them
“Taking the fight to Sunset. He's the only one that can keep up with her,” Twilight replied
“I don't want to hurt you, Sunset. Stop now, and you can return in peace!”
“Go to hell! I'm not going and you won't make me,” she replied
While in midair, Sunset stopped her flight and turned around to meet Kid head on. 
“You don't want to hurt me? That makes this easier when I want to kill you,” she said “I think I'll have some fun by killing your friends first.”
Sunset dove towards Twilight and Trixie; only to be intercepted by Kid throwing his skateboard at her. After knocking the board away, Sunset started slashing at Kid. His vest and shirt ended up taking the brunt of the attack before she changed tactics.
“You can't keep this up forever. I'm done with this game,” Sunset said sadistically
Sunset proceeded to stab a claw into Kid’s lower abdomen, causing him to drop to his knees as blood flowed from the wound.
“Kid,” Twilight and Trixie said together sadly
“He's dead,” Luna said, watching the sight outside 
“Now, which of you want to go next,” Sunset taunted “I'll make sure you join him in death. No takers? Well, I'll decide for you.”
Sunset proceeded to attack the girls by slashing at their chests before stabbing them. Twilight had to force herself to ignore the pain from the wounds in order to keep the shield active.
“That…all…you…got,” Kid asked through breaths as he got to his feet “Death Claw.”
Everyone watched as black spikes erupted from Kid, finding their mark on Sunset. Sunset immediately flew backwards to try and dodge the assault.
“Kid, your wounds,” Trixie warned
“I'll be fine. I'm a Reaper after all. Shotgun. Take care of your own wounds.”
“He's right,” Trixie decided “Allow me to heal you.”
Trixie proceeded to concentrate as a light appeared over the wounds, closing them. In the process; Kid started firing at Sunsets’ wings, causing her to plummet down. He returned the shotgun to his pistols and aimed one between her eyes as he had one foot on her stomach.
“I should end this now; but I won't. Sunset Shimmer; you will be returning to Equestria with us by choice or force.”
Since the battle was over, Twilight released the spells as Trixie’s father came over to assist.
“Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Jackpot. Please, haul miss Shimmer to her feet,” Jackpot said as Kid complied “Revert and bind.”
A long stream of ropes appeared from Jackpot’s hand as he proceeded to tie Sunset’s arms to her sides after she reverted back to her human form.
“Jackpot, there's something you might want. This is the spell book Sunset had. Do whatever you think is necessary to protect it,” Kid said, handing him the book
“Very well,” Jackpot said with a bow
Kid walked over and casually put his jacket back on and returned one of the pistols to the holster in the process. Twilight grabbed both bags in one hand and directed Sunset towards the portal.
“I'm not going back home,” Sunset said stubbornly 
“I wasn't taking ‘No’ for an answer. Now move,” Kid said pointing the remaining pistol at the back of her head
While Sunset’s arms were bound, she still decided to send a message of resistance by flipping off Kid. In response, Kid kicked her in the back and forcefully sent her through the portal. Upon returning to Equestria, Sunset’s arms were still bound and due to the force from the kick; ended up breaking her nose upon landing on the floor.
“I'll go next,” Twilight said “Farewell Principal Celestia, Vice-principal Luna. Thank you both for everything.”
“Kid; how are you still alive,” Celestial asked, looking at the wounds
“My body is tougher than any mortal. Besides; the wound has already healed.”
“Mortal? Just who and what the fuck are you,” Rainbow Dash demanded, grabbing hold of his wrist
“Death the Kid. The Grim Reaper,” Kid said simply, yanking his wrist free
“It is an honor to meet you, Lord Death. As my daughter no doubt told you, we are indeed mages, tasked with protecting this world,” Jackpot explained
“Thank you very much. I must be returning home now. I leave the protection to you and any other mages.”
Kid returned the remaining pistol to the holster before stepping through the portal.
● EQUESTRIA ●
Upon returning home, Kid removed the pistols to allow them to return back to normal.
“Ow. I'm completely stiff after that,” Cloud Chaser said
“Same here. I don't want to do anything but relax for about a week,” Flitter added
“You bastard,” Sunset said, spitting blood on Kid “You broke my fucking nose.”
“Oh well. I did say you were going back. That was payback for stabbing me,” Kid replied coldly
“Please try to watch your language. You are in the presence of royalty,” Celestia said, admonishing her
“Fuck off,” Sunset said simply 
“Your trial will commence immediately,” Celestia said “Sunset Shimmer, you are accused of plotting to take over Equestria."
“That's funny. I never tried to take over Equestria. My father, Vladimir Neighsay wanted to; but not me. I became your student to get away from my family. I thought I could become an alicorn to prove myself, but you believed I had evil intentions. I might be a witch, but I never did anything wrong,” Sunset argued
“I remember you attacking me before you left through the portal. That was inexcusable,” Celestia said angrily 
“The only place I did take over was Canterlot High School, on the other side. I created a profile called ‘Anon-a-Miss’ to expose everyone's secrets and cause friendships to break up. Everyone feared me as they rightfully should,” Sunset said proudly “My only regret was before I left.”
“What would that be,” Celestia asked curiously 
“I didn't kill you and shove that crown up your fat ass,” Sunset retorted
“Sunset Shimmer, you are hereby found guilty and irredeemable of a second chance. Your execution will take place immediately,” Celestia decided “Any last words?”
“Go to Hell,” Sunset yelled
Celestia proceeded to use Luna to destroy her former student. Sunset attacked her so long ago, but the wounds still felt fresh. While it was true she did do everything Celestia asked, Sunset did look into forbidden rituals, despite being warned not to.
“Twilight, you deserve to have this,” Celestia said
“Take it, Applejack. You'll finally become a Death Scythe,” Twilight said
“Thank you for the honor,” Applejack replied before she swallowed it
To everyone's amazement, Applejack did not change as Chaser, Flitter or Rainbow Dash did. Instead, she looked the same as moments before.
“Well, that was a waste,” Dash commented
“I don't get it. Why didn't I change,” AJ asked
“It might be due to you being an earth pony. Pegasi have their wings alter to alicorn wings; and I would guess a unicorn might see their horn lengthen. As for earth ponies, I'd believe your strength has increased,” Kid replied 
“Well, I think now a party is deserved,” Pinkie said
Much to everyone's delight, the party, dubbed ‘Take Two’ by Pinkie did manage to go exactly as planned. A concert by Songbird Serenade was planned with guests Vinyl and Octavia.
“Before we do anything else, we have an important surprise,” Starlight said
In preparation for the surprise, Trixie had a series of fireworks set up. Tempest took advantage of her broken horn and fired off a few spells at the same time. All of Equestria was in awe at the sight.
“This was a great party,” Kid said
“Well, we had a lot to celebrate,” Pinkie replied
“That an amazing surprise. How ever did you manage to pull it off,” Rarity asked
“Sorry, but we agreed not to reveal that,” Starlight replied 
“What do we have to celebrate,” Tempest asked
“Four Death Scythes were created and we gained a few new friends,” Pinkie replied
“Thank you everyone. Starlight helped me adjust after being used by the Storm King. My real name isn't ‘Tempest Shadow’, it's ‘Fizzlepop Berrytwist’,” Tempest explained “Everyone calls you ‘Kid’ but what's your real name?”
“Death the Kid. I'm the Grim Reaper and I would like to invite you and Grubber to become students here at the Death Weapon Meister Academy.”
“I'll have to think about it. After everything I've done, I don't know about being accepted,” Tempest replied hesitantly 
“Very well. The offer will stand at anytime you wish to accept it.”
Of all the people to miss the party, Twilight noticed Luna and Celestia weren't in attendance. Knowing that no one would miss her, Twilight headed to the castle to get an answer.
● TWILIGHT ●
“Twilight, what brings you here? Why aren't you enjoying the party,” Luna asked curiously
“I should ask you the same. Neither of you would miss a party.”
“My sister has locked herself in her chambers. I don't know why she's like this,” Luna replied sadly
With that information, Twilight headed upstairs to see Celestia. Once at the door, the faint sound of crying was heard. Wanting to let her presence be known, Twilight knocked on the door.
“Princess Celestia? It's Twilight. May I come in?”
Without receiving an answer, Twilight pushed on the door, causing it to open. Once inside, the sight was shocking.
Scorch marks were on every piece of furniture in the room, while the curtains seemed to be barely holding together with the amount of rips in them. The bed itself was completely flattened with just the mattress and bedding remaining as the pillows saw their contents scattered around. Sitting in the middle of all that destruction was Celestia, holding the only intact object; a picture frame.
“Why? Why? Why,” Celestia repeated
“Why; what?”
“Why did it happen,” came the reply
“Kid and I had to bring her back to face trial.”
“Not that. Why did she do it? I thought she could have changed; but instead had to be destroyed,” Celestia said through tears
“I don't think we would ever get that answered. Sunset believed that she deserved greatness and went elsewhere to get it.”
“She really felt like a daughter to me. I knew her father was Neighsay; but he never seemed to care about her. Perhaps it wasn't Sunset that was wrong, maybe it was me,” Celestia explained 
“Why don't we head out to the party? Perhaps a slice of cake might cheer you up?”
“Very well. First; allow me to get this cleaned up,” she replied 
“Nice to see you again sister. Last time I came by; you had smoke pouring out from the door,” Luna said
The sisters worked together and managed to rebuild the room; leaving no trace. Afterwards Twilight led the sisters outside where the others were waiting.
● PARTY ●
“Welcome back Twilight! We wondered where you went,” Pinkie said, with a hug
“I had to get the princesses,” Twilight replied 
“Perhaps a toast. To new friends and Death Scythes,” Luna suggested, levitating glasses to everyone 
“Friends and Death Scythes,” they said
“What are we going to do now? The four witches we needed have been eliminated,” Twilight asked
“Let's just wait and see what happens,” Kid replied

	images/cover.jpg





