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With the destruction of the Nightmare Forces, peace has returned to Unity. Burst and his friends are enjoying the peace and quiet, but a hero's work is never done. New Elements of Herosim have begun to awaken. And new evils loom over the horizon. 
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		Prologue



Royal Gardens, Castalot.
Discord's mind was just floating around in his stone prison. It had been millenia since he'd last spread chaos across Unity. Things seemed boring and peaceful as usual until he sensed a massive power fade from the world. "Well. This is new." Discord thought to himself as he felt out the aura that had faded. "Oh, it looks like the Nightmare Forces are now in an eternal slumber. No doubt Celestia sent the new bearers of the Elements of Harmony to-wait. This is odd. It's not the Elements of Harmony I'm sensing that are responsible." Discord concentrated, and could barely home in on the energy signature of the new elements.
"Well, they're no elements of harmony. But they're elements all the same. And it appears that the Elements of Harmony are with them at the moment." Discord smiled to himself. "Maybe I could make some use of these new elements to bring a chaotic change in this world..."

	
		Episode 1: No Greater Honor Part 1



Steel Edge stretched as he rose from bed. "Looks like another quiet day." Before grabbing his clothes, Steel paused to look at the picture of him and Rainbow Dash he'd saved on his phone. "Alright Steel. You've faced off against the Nightmare Forces. You dueled a psychotic sword wielder. And you've faced possible death multiple times. Either you work up the guts to ask her now, or you never ask her at all." Steel got dressed and headed out the door, but stopped in his tracks.
". . .What the-" Steel was speechless as he witnesses a bunch of pink clouds raining all over Unityville. "Okay. I've fought nightmares given physical form, and even I think this is weird." Steel then noticed Rainbow Dash trying to move one of the clouds! "Yo! Dash!" Steel called out as he flew up to meet here. "You have any ideas where this craziness came from?"
Rainbow Dash shrugged. "Not a clue! And get this! These aren't even natural clouds! Here!" Rainbow Dash tore off a chunk of the pink cloud she was trying to move. "Taste it. And tell me I'm not going crazy!"
Steel bit into the cloud chunk, and was shocked at its taste. "Is this. . .cotton candy?"
"Yup!" Pinkie called out from below. "And get this!" Pinkie then squeezed the cloud and it began to drip chocolate milk! "Now all it needs is some whipped cream!" 
Steel was equal parts impressed and shocked that Pinkie was able to enjoy such randomness. Then he remembered who he was bearing witness to. "Moving on, where's Twilight? She's probably rigged up some spell to fix all this, right?"
"I tried, but no luck." Twilight answered as she arrived on the scene with the rest of the Main 6 and the other Elements of Heroism. "But fortuantely, Princess Celestia requested that both sets of elements head to Castalot. It's about what's going on here in Unityville. We've got no time to waste, so let's move!" One train ride later, both sets of elements arrived in Castalot. Making a rush for Princess Celestia. "Princess Celestia! We came as soon as we got your letter! We-!"
Celestia raised her hand for silence. "Follow me." She then led both sets of elements down a hall of stained glass windows. Each one telling key events of Unity's past. "I've called all of you here for a matter of great importance. It seems an old foe of mine, one I thought defeated forever, has returned."
"And this enemy, is he responsible for all the chaos going on right now?" Burst Stream asked. 
Celestia nodded. "He is indeed. It's fitting that you described the recent events troubling Unityville." Celestia came to a stop before a stained glass window depicting an odd creature. "In fact, chaos is the very thing this enemy represents. His name is Discord. He is the mischievous spirit of disharmony. Before my sister and I stood up to him, he made life miserable for Earthbounds, Magi, and Skyborn alike. He ruled Unity in an eternal state of unrest and unhappiness. But upon discovering the Elements of Harmony, Luna and I combined our powers and imprisoned him! Turning him to stone! I thought the spell we cast would contain him forever. But since Luna and I are no longer connected to the elements, the spell has been broken."
"No longer connected?" Twilight asked.
Burst put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "Celestia's connection to the elements severed after Nightmare Moon because she and Luna were the original bearers of the elements. With Luna gone, Celestia didn't have access to the elements anymore." 
"Burst. Why do you keep finding out things before me?" Twilight asked. The only response from Burst was a shrug.
Celestia smiled briefly before getting back to the matter at hand. "This is Castalot Tower. Where the Elements of Harmony are stored upon your rediscovery of them. I need you to wield the elements once more to defeat Discord! Furthermore..." Celestia then turned her gaze to the Elements of Heroism. "I will also need all of you to assist them. The Nightmare Forces already tried to strike at the Elements of Harmony before. And I am sure Discord will be no exception."
Burst Stream nodded. "Hey. We'd have fought him anyway. This is our home. And he's got no right to mess with it!"
"But. . .why us?" Twilight asked. "And why them too?"
Celestia motioned to a window depicting the Main 6 defeating Nightmare Moon. "You six showed the full potential of the elements. By using your friendship to defeat a mighty foe." She then motioned to another window depicting the Elements of Heroism's final battle against the Nightmare Forces. "And so have they. Though Luna and I once wielded the elements, you now control their power. And it is you who must defeat Discord!"
"Powerful enemies and the odds against us." Steel noted. "Now why does this feel so familiar?"
Celestia smiled at both sets of elements readiness to fight, and fired a beam of magic at a door. "Have no fear my subjects. I have total confidence that you'll be able to defeat Discord with these." Celestia levitated a box over to the Main 6 and opened it. Only to discover that the Elements of Harmony were missing!
"The elements. . .they're gone!" Twilight exclaimed!
Celestia paced around. "That chamber is protected by a powerful spell that only I can break! This doesn't make sense. . ."
Soon, laughter rang out all around the group. "Make sense? Oh, what fun is there in making sense?" A voice called out.
Celestia narrowed her eyes. "Discord! Show yourself!"
Discord just laughed as his voice echoed through the room. "Did you miss me Celestia? Because I missed you." Suddenly, the image of Discord on one of the windows sprang to life and slithered between the windows! "It's lovely being in stone. Except for the pigeons of course. But then again, you wouldn't know that would you? Because I don't  turn people into stone."
"Enough!" Celestia snapped! "What have you done with the Elements of Harmony?!"
Discord rolled his eyes. "Oh, I'd forgotten how dull you can be Celestia." He then moved to another window. "It's really quite boring."
"HEY! Nobody insults the princess!" Rainbow Dash snapped as she flew at the window Discord was dwelling in! Only for Discord to snap his fingers and move windows!
"Oh, you must be Rainbow Dash." Discord remarked. "Famed for her loyalty. The Element of Harmony you represent."
Rainbow Dash snorted in response! "That's right! I'll always stay loyal to the princess!"
"We'll see about that. . ." Discord said with a smirk as he moved windows. He then listed off some of the other bearers of harmony. "The beautiful representing the Element of Generosity if I'm not mistaken. . ."
Applejack frowned. "So you know who we are. Big deal."
"Oh, I know much more than that honest Applejack." Discord said with a chuckle.
"You seem to know our strengths too." Twilight noted.
"Yes, Twilight Sparkle. And yours is the most powerful of the elements. Magic. Fluttershy's is Kindness and Pinkie Pie's is a personal favorite of mine. Laughter." Discord let out a chuckle.
"Looks like you've read up on them. But do you know about me and my friends?" Burst Stream asked as he stepped up to the window.
Discord was about to answer, but stopped when he saw Burst and the other Elements of Heroism. "Well now. This is a bit unexpected. Hmm." Discord then felt out the power of the Elements of Heroism, and his eyes went wide. "Ah! Now I see it! You're the lot responsible for the destruction of the Nightmare Forces! I take it Celestia's already given you all my info. But before you decide to stand against me, how about I make you an offer? Why not join me? Surely you can all think of better ways to use yourselves than babysitting the Elements of Harmony?"
"You're kidding, right?" Burst asked with a frown. "You don't know a thing about us. There's no group of friends we'd rather look out for. Plus, why would I ever work for someone who doesn't even take things seriously enough to show his face? What's the matter? Afraid Celestia's gonna leave you stone cold again? Because I'm not gonna waste my time giving you an answer if you're not even going to show up in-person. "
Discord frowned. "Is that so?" He snapped his fingers, and appeared before the group! Discord had grey skin, and was wearing a mismatched outfit. The whites of his eyes were yellow, and his irises were red. "So? Care to give me your answer n-?!" Discord was cut short when Burst slugged him right in the face! "You. . .hit me. Celestia never hit me!"
"Obviously I'm not her." Burst replied as he cracked his knuckles. "Consider that my formal refusal of your offer on behalf of the Elements of Heroism."
Discord huffed. "So be it. 'Hero'." Discord then fired a blast of chaos magic that sent Burst flying! Knocking him out cold! The other Elements of Heroism rushed to Burst's side. "Oh, relax! I didn't kill him! It's one of the things that I never do. But I did teach him some manners on how to respect the Spirit of Chaos." He then turned his attention to the Main 6. "Now then. I believe all of you wish to find out happened to the Elements of Harmony. I'll tell you, but I'm going to do it my way. Twists and turns are my master plan. Then find the missing elements back where you began." And in a flash of light, Discord vanished!
I've got a bad feeling about this. . . Steel thought to himself as he heard Discord's riddle. "Princess Celestia? Could you see to it Burst gets healed up? We're trusting him to your care." He then looked to Inferno. "While Burst's out, you're the boss. Just make the call, and we'll do what you need us to."
Inferno nodded. "Got it. Twilight? You got any clue what that riddle meant?"
"Twists and turns. . .that's it!" Twilight ran over to a window overlooking the castle's labyrinth. "The labyrinth! Discord must've hidden the elements there!"
"Then I guess that's our best shot." Inferno said with a sigh. "Ace? Can you and Ice get back to Unityville? Steel, Ty, and me have things covered here. If this turns out to be a trap, we need someone guarding Unityville if Discord decides to stir up trouble."
Ace nodded. "Got it. We'll base ourselves at Twilight's library. Maybe we'll also be able to find some way to get the Elements of Harmony back by searching up any information on them." And with that, the Elements of Heroism split up. Inferno, Tyrannus, and Steel followed the Main 6 to the labyrinth. "Dash? Care to help me scout from the air?" Rainbow Dash nodded. But the two had barely gotten any altitude before their wings suddenly vanished! "What?!" 
Twilight's eyes went wide with shock when she saw that the mark of her talent crest on her hand turned grey! "My magic's gone!"
Once again, Discord appeared before them. "I forgot to mention that we'll also be playing by MY rules." Discord said with a sneer. "No flying, and no magic. If any of you forfeit or leave, the labyrinth disappears! And I win. Good luck everybody!" With that, Discord disappeared and a series of barriers appeared that separated the Main 6! However, Inferno managed to pair up with Rarity, Tyrannus with Fluttershy, and Steel with Rainbow Dash.
"Listen up everyone!" Inferno called out. "If any of you managed to get partnered up with someone, stick together! We can't afford to get lost here! He then turned to Rarity. "That being said, let's get a move on." And with that, the divided group began to move out. However, it wasn't long before Applejack was sidetracked when she noticed what looked like a floating object similar to her talent crest. Discord had lured her to a grove where she was shown a false vision of the future. Making her a liar! Twilight failed to notice the obvious change, and went on her way.
Meanwhile, Fluttershy and Tyrannus were making their way through the labyrinth. Normally she'd be freaking out, but Ty was there. Making her feel safer. However, that didn't stop Discord from finding a way to get to her in the form of a cluster of butterflies. "Oh! Maybe I can talk to them!" Fluttershy suggested to Tyrannus.
"I don't know." Tyrannus objected. "Something doesn't feel right about this whole thing. I'm gonna call up Ace and see if he's found anything." But as Tyrannus dialed up Arctic Ace, Fluttershy was lured away by a single butterfly. Discord tried to plant doubts in her head, but to no avail. Prompting him to "discord" her himself. "Fluttershy?" Tyrannus called out. "Are you okay?" Fluttershy turned to face Tyrannus, and slapped him! "Ow! Fluttershy, what's gotten into you?!"
Fluttershy huffed. "Oh, nothing. Just teaching you a lesson about respecting my wishes the next time I want to do something." Twilight found the two of them soon enough, and they were on their way. Elsewhere, Rarity had just fallen in love with a gigantic rock courtesy of Discord tricking her. However, it didn't go as planned courtesy of Inferno firing right at the gigantic "diamond" Discord had shown to Rarity. Revealing that it was noting more than a boulder.
"This isn't the first time the divide and conquer strategy's been tried out." Inferno said to Discord's image. "I knew this was your game the second we set foot here."
Discord frowned. "No one likes spoilers. But I suppose I'll give you this one. Tata!" And with that, Discord vanished. 
"What happened here?" Twilight asked as she looked at the remains of the boulder Discord had planned to trick Rarity with. "I guess that's one roadblock out of the way?"
Inferno nodded. However, he grew concerned when he noticed the states of the Main 6 that Twilight had found. "Uh, Twilight? Did it occur to you that you might be searching in the wrong place? Because the girls are looking a little, colorless."
"Indeed darling." Rarity noted. "Twilight, I don't ever recall Fluttershy EVER being mean to Ty. And doesn't Applejack seem the least bit shifty to you?"
Twilight waved them off. "Don't be ridiculous you two! Discord's riddle said there were twists and turns in his plan. Now come on! We need to find Pinkie!" Both Inferno and Rarity sighed as Twilight led them on. Only to find that Discord had turned Pinkie into a total grump! "What is happening to my friends?" 
Meanwhile, Steel and Rainbow Dash had found Discord lounging around. "There you are!" Rainbow Dash then ran at Discord! "Alright buddy! Cough up the elements!"
"Now, now Miss Dash. I could give you the elements and you'd be on your way. Or. . ." Discord snapped hsi fingers, and a chest appeared. "YOu could get your wings back just in time to get back home. It's really falling to pieces without you." Discord showed Rainbow Dash a vision of Cloudsdale crumbling.
At the same time, Steel received a text from Ace saying they'd found the Elements of Harmony! "DASH! STOP! DON'T DO-" But Steel was too late as Rainbow Dash took off with her regained wings, and sped away from the labyrinth! Not a few seconds later, the labyrinth disappeared! Everyone regained their wings or magic. Steel then rejoined the group.
Twilight was in utter disbelief. "I don't understand! Why would Rainbow Dash just abandon us?!"
This was the last straw for Steel as he marched over to Twilight, and grabbed onto her shoulders! "Twilight, how could you be this stupid?!"
"Wh-What are you talking about?" Twilight asked.
Steel sighed. "Don't you get it? Discord rigged this from the start! He never meant the labyrinth in the first place! He was baiting you Twilight! You're too logical! He KNEW you would come to the most logical answer! What made the most sense! And he used it to separate us so he could pick us off so we weren't a threat! We were played from the start! Look!" Steel pulled out his phone, and showed Twilight the picture of Ace and Ice displaying the Elements of Harmony back at Twilight's library! "Think about it. All of our adventures began in Unityville. That's where we met our friends. It's the origin point of everything we've done."
Twilight fell to her knees. "I should have known." 
Steel put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "I know I seem a bit hard on you for all this. But it's only because I care Twilight. We all do. But right now, Discord's at an advantage." Steel then motioned over to the discorded members of the Main 6. "Discord's made your friends the polar opposites of the elements they represent. But if anyone can remind them, it's you Twilight!"
"But-but what if I mess up again?" Twilight asked with tearful eyes.
Steel smiled at Twilight. "Messing up is better than doing nothing. But you won't mess up Twilight. Princess Celestia believes in you. Me and the guys believe in you. And deep down, even though they don't look like it, I know the girls believe in you too. You're the Element of Magic. That means there's nothing impossible for you to do. But first, we're going to need to head back to Unityville."
"Thanks Steel." Twilight said with a smile. "For a second I thought I was going to be trapped in a self-doubt cycle." 
Rarity smiled at Twilight. "Now THAT'S the Twilight Sparkle we all know. Let's head home!" And with that, the group set off back to Unityville. However, their departure hadn't gone unnoticed by Discord.
"No...this wasn't supposed to go this way!" Discord said with a frown as he noticed Steel's moment with Twilight. "Not only was I unable to completely break the unity of the bearers, but it appears that this new set of elements has uncovered my plan early." Discord hovered in the air, and contemplated his next move. A smirk crept across his face when an idea came to him. "Maybe it's time I bring out my own warriors." Discord snapped his fingers, and seven creatures materialize. "Good to see you all again. Grand Jupiter. Blazing Mars. Big Saturn. Splendid Venus. Suppression Pluto. Tripper Mercury. Tyrant Neptune."
Grand Jupiter bowed. "We live to serve you Master Discord. What would you have of us?"
"The Elements of Harmony are close to being reassembled." Discord answered. "I want all of you to capture them before that can happen. This chaos party isn't stopping any time soon! Now have fun kids!" And with that th Chaos Kin teleported away.
Meanwhile, Twilight and the others had arrived back at her library. "I've got it!" Twilight exclaimed! "This memory spell ought to restore my friends to their former selves."
"That's great darling!" Rarity cheered. "And since the Elements of Harmony have been recovered, we should have no problem stopping Discord!"
Inferno nodded. "True. But there's still one problem. Finding Rainbow Dash."
"I should have tailed her." Steel said with a defeated tone. "Or I could've tackled her to the ground to stop her! I should've-!"
"Steel!" Ace shouted. "Beating yourself up over not pinning down Rainbow Dash isn't going to get us any closer to finding her. And it's like you said, Discord rigged his game so that he could win. But fortunately, me and Ice being sent back to the library was our own cheat for the game."
Steel was about to reply when he saw the Chaos Kin teleport into Unityville. "Looks like Discord's not too happy we wrekced his game. Ice? Did you manage to grab my armor for me?"
"Yeah. Why?" Dark Ice asked. His eyes then went wide. "Wait. Steel, wait! You're not seriously thinking-"
Steel nodded. "I am. Normally you'd do something this reckless. But somebody's gotta hang back here to guard the girls."
"Steel, what are you talking about?" Twilight asked fearfully.
Steel slowly equipped his armor. "Twilight. Discord's found us out. And chances are the monsters he's just sent here are going to keep you from trying to restore your friends back to their former selves. You worry about casting that spell." Steel put on his helmet, and equipped his Duelist Arms. "Don't wait up for me." Twilight's eyes went wide with horror as she realized what Steel's intent was.
In Unityville's square, the Chaos Kin were trashing the place! "You assholes sure know how to wreck a place." Steel remarked as he addressed them. "I'm guessing you're all here to stop Twilight from snapping her friends out of Discord's influence? Well, tough luck! Twilight's almost got the spell done! And if you want to get to her. . ." Steel got into a fighting stance. "You're gonna have to get past me first!"
Grand Jupiter chuckled as he stepped forward. "You are foolish to oppose me and my kin. ATTACK!" All the Chaos Kin charged at Steel! Steel raised his shield to block a swing from Grand Jupiter, but he was sent flying and was slashed at from behind by Tripper Mercury!
"That all you got?!" Steel spat as he flew right at Grand Jupiter! Only to get blasted by Blazing Mars! "AGH!" However, Steel was far from done! "COME ON! I'LL TAKE YOU ALL ON!" Steel slashed at any of the Chaos Kin that attacked him! Each of his strikes fueled by the desperation of not allowing any of them to get to Twilight! However, a devastating upper cut from Big Saturn launched Steel into the air where Splendid Venus struck Steel in the gut with her spear! "N-Not. . .done. . ." Steel groaned as he placed a hand over his stab wound. 
Grand Jupiter slowly advanced towards Steel. "Why not do the smart thing and join us? Become our chaos soldier. It would be a waste of your life to simply lay down and die here.What we offer you is a great honor. One you would take care not to scoff at."
"Heh. . .heh heh!" Steel managed a chuckle as he slowly rose to his feet. "You really don't get me, do you? Honor isn't about who you serve. It's how you live. What you fight for!" Steel glared defiantly at Grand Jupiter! "For a guard, there's no greater honor than risking your life to protect your home and the people you care about!" Steel's mind then flashed back to Rainbow Dash. "And for me? There's no greater honor. . .than fighting to protect Unity's greatest heroes, and alongside them to protect this world. Dishonoring them by joining you, is a fate worse than death!" Steel got into a final fighting stance as he threw off his helmet. "Death before dishonor." As Grand Jupiter raised his arm to bring down upon Steel, Steel closed his eyes. Sorry Dash. . .
But when Grand Jupiter brought his fist down, Steel was gone. "No body." He then noticed Steel's helmet. "But I suppose we are not without a trophy." Grand Jupiter and the other Chaos Kin were soon met with Discord. "Master! We have vanquished the fool who opposed you! See?" But instead of pride, Discord's eyes held complete horror.
"WHAT. HAVE. YOU. DONE?!" Discord bellowed as he banished the Chaos Kin to the void. "This wasn't supposed to happen. . ." Discord whispered to himself. "No one was supposed to die. . ." Discord teleported to Twilight's library, and left Steel's helmet at the door step. But when Twilight answered, she sent Discord flying with a massive blast of magic! The Lord of Chaos sulked on his throne as he remade Unityville in his own image.
Not long after, Burst Stream had recovered and teleported over once he got an urgent text from Twilight. "I'm here! What's-" Burst froze when he saw Steel's helmet. "No. . ." Burst fell to his knees as he took the helmet in his hands. "Steel. . ."
"He, was a true hero." Twilight said as she put a hand on Burst's shoulder. "He fought off Discord's minions while I got the memory spell ready to fix my friends. But there's still no sign of Rainbow Dash. Steel-" Twilight choked up a little. "He never stopped fighting."
Burst Stream slowly stood up, and placed Steel's helmet on the center table before looking Twilight right in the eye. "Where. Is. Discord?"
TO BE CONTINUED!
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		Episode 2: No Greater Honor Part 2



Twilight was utterly shocked at the sheer anger present in Burst's voice alone. "Burst. . . I know you want to get back at Discord, but he's not the only one at fault here." Twilight looked at the ground in shame. "Part of this was my fault too. All because I thought too logically and didn't consider the type of enemy we were up against. I could've put two minutes of thought into Discord's riddle, and I-" Twilight stopped when she felt Burst put a hand on her shoulder. She could feel Burst trembling.
"It's not just Discord I'm angry at. . ." Burst said. His voice cracking as tears began to hit the floor from his eyes. "I'm mad at myself too. If I hadn't decided to slug Discord in his face, maybe I could've helped Steel fight off his minions!" Burst then wiped the tears from his eyes. "Maybe I couldn't save Steel, but I'll rot in Tartarus before I let the chance he gave us be in vain. All we need to do is find Rainbow Dash, and the Elements of Harmony will be good to go." Burst then grabbed Steel's helmet. "Let's check around town. If she's not here, then we'll move the search to Cloudsdale. That's the second most likely place she'll be at. There's no time to waste!" And with that, both the Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism moved out. Searching all of Unityville for Rainbow Dash while also navigating through the recent chaos Discord had made of their town.
"Ah hardly recognize home anymore." Applejack noted as she took in her warped surroundings. "No pun intended, but Discord really went to town on our town."
Twilight nodded. "Which is why we need to find Rainbow Dash as fast as possible. And knowing the enchantment Discord used to turn all of you into opposites of your elements, I'm willing to bet she'll be the most difficult to restore."
"Then we just drag her to you kicking and screaming." Burst added. He then caught sight of a familiar mane of rainbow hair. "Though it doesn't look like we'll have to drag her very far."
Twilight was just happy to find her friend. "Rainbow Dash!"
"'Sup guys?" Rainbow Dash called out.
Twilight breathed a sigh of relief. "Rainbow. Let me be pretty clear with you. Things are going completely crazy right now. Discord's turned Unityville into the chaos capital of the world! We need you!"
"Pssh! Yeah, like I'm gonna deal with all of that crazy!" Rainbow Dash scoffed. "I think I'll just stay up here in Cloudsdale where things are awesome."
Twilight was about to fire the memory spell when Burst stopped her. "Let me handle this." Burst said flatly. He then jumped up, and grabbed Rainbow Dash! Pinning her to the ground! 
"Hey, let go!" Rainbow Dash protested! "Just wait until I tell Steel about this Burst! He-'ll-"
"Steel's gone Dash!" Burst shouted in Rainbow Dash's face!
Rainbow Dash froze at hearing this. ". . .What?"
Burst then shoved Steel's helmet right into Rainbow Dash's face. "He's gone Rainbow Dash. Steel gave his life so Twilight could finish and cast a memory spell to restore you and the girls from your discorded states. But you know something funny? He wouldn't have had to if YOU hadn't ditched us back at the labyrinth! Because YOU decided it wasn't your problem! Look at it." Burst got up, and left Steel's helmet in Rainbow Dash's hands. 
Rainbow Dash slowly sat up, and held onto Steel's helmet. She began to cry as she put her head against Steel's helmet. Her color returning to her. "I'm sorry. . .I'm so sorry. . ."
Burst sighed. "Rainbow Dash. You do hold part of the blame for what's happened. But the reason for why isn't completely your fault. Discord rigged up the labyrinth so that it was rigged from the start. And now it's time we rig our odds against him. Me and the guys are going to keep Discord at bay while you and the girls charge up the Elements of Harmony. We should be more than able to handle Discord." Burst then turned to everyone. "Steel once told me he felt there was no greater honor than giving your life for his friends. And now, that's an honor he's achieved just to give us the slightest bit of a fighting chance. Let's make sure it wasn't in vain." And with that, both sets of elements made their way to the center of Unityville. Sure enough, Discord was sitting upon his throne with a glass of chocolate milk in his hand.
"Chaos truly is a wonderful thing." Discord said to himself as he played around with his glass of chocolate milk. He then noticed both sets of elements. "You lot sure found me out." Discord said to the Elements of Heroism. "Though I'd say you've paid quite enough of a price."
Burst Stream glared at Discord. "This was always some kind of game to you wasn't it? Well, guess what? Your game's over!" And with that, the Elements of Heroism charged at Discord! Burst fired off two charge shots from his twin blasters before slashing at Discord with his sword! Ty followed up the assault with a shot from his cannon! Knocking Discord to the ground! "Keep hammering him! Don't give him an inch!"
Discord just smiled as the Elements of Heroism charged at him. Sending out a wave of chaos magic that knocked them all to the ground! "You know, I could have easily done that earlier."
"So why didn't you?" Burst grunted as he and the other Elements of Heroism rose once again. "Just to give us a few pity-blows?!"
Discord looked to the ground. "Heh. I guess you could say that was full of firsts for me. The first time a mortal was ever bold enough to punch me in the face, and the first time anyone died because of my actions. Even though I wasn't directly responsible." Discord then threw up his hands. "So fire away. I deserve it. It's not like any of you can kill me."
Burst slowly rose, and slugged Discord once more. "No. You'll pay the price for what you've done. But destroying you isn't going to make Steel come back. It isn't what he'd want. Steel wouldn't want us to do something as honorless as beat on you if you won't even try to defend yourself. The only way we're ever going to gang up on you is if you decide to fight back."
Discord chuckled. "Then I'll give it my minimum effort." Discord snapped his fingers, and a storm of projectiles  and explosions struck the battlefield. "Happy now?" 
"Thrilled." Inferno replied as he fired a charge shot at the cluster of mini-missles flying at him. "THIS is his minimum effort?! This is hard mode for all of us!"
Ace raised his shield to block an incoming laser! "I'd hate to see his A-Game!" He then dodged a random explosion! "Okay. Now he's just spamming!" But as the battle raged, the Main 6 had powered up the elements! Discord was so occupied with the Elements of Heroism he didn't even notice when the elements were unleashed!
"NOOOOO-" Discord screamed as he was returned to his stone prison! Upon Discord's defeat, light shot out of the Elements of Harmony! Six weapons floated before the Main 6. In front of Twilight was a magician's staff with an ornament similar to her talent crest at the top. Fluttershy got a healer's staff, Applejack received twin crossbows with magical bolts loaded into them, Pinkie received a yo-yo, Rarity received a rapier and a steel fan, and Rainbow Dash got a boomerang. 
"What. . .are these?" Twilight asked as she inspected her new equipment.
Burst holstered his weapons. "I'd say they're meant for you and the girls Twilight. By reforging your unity, you were able to conquer the chaos and restore harmony to the world. So what do you want to call your weapons?"
Twilight smiled. "I think we'll call them. . .the Harmony Keepers." Both Burst and Twilight looked to the sky in reflection. "We owe this to Steel. Come on. We'd better get Discord back over to Castalot." One train ride later, and both sets of elements were back in Castalot. After placing Discord's statue back in the garden, Celestia held a ceremony to announce the triumph of harmony over chaos.
"We are gathered here today to once again honor these heroism of this group of friends." Celestia announced with a proud smile. "They stood against the villain Discord, and saved Unity from eternal chaos!" A new stained glass window was unveiled. Proudly displaying the Elements of Harmony and Elemetns of Heroism defeating Discord. "But this victory was not without its costs. Today, we lost a dear friend. Steel Edge. He gave his life for the sake of his friends so they could win the day. Though he is gone, he will never be forgotten."
"Damn right I won't be forgotten!" A familiar voice called out. Both sets of elements were stunned as the hall doors were thrown open. Steel Edge stepped forth clad in his armor. But this time, his wings were encased in armor as well. "Heroes never die!" An aura of silver magic flared around Steel's hands! Revealing a mark identical to his talent crest! "Which means you won't have to worry about me leaving you anytime soon."
Twilight was in awe. "Steel. . .You've become an Avatar! This is incredible!"
Steel was about to answer when Rainbow Dash tackled him to the ground! "Y-You idiot!" Rainbow Dash cried as tears began to fall from her eyes. "H-Here you are coming in like nothing ever happened. . .a-and making us all worry about you!" She then touched her head against Steel's. "D-don't ever pull crap like that again! G-Got it?"
"I'm always with you Dash." Steel said with a loving smile. "Because I'm yours. Would you be mine?"
Rainbow Dash wiped away her tears. "Heh. T-Took you long enough soldier boy." And with that, the two kissed in front of the whole crowd. The two blushing at the realization of where they were. "Eh heh! Better. . .give you some space."
"Probably." Steel said as he and Rainbow Dash got to their feet. "I'm immortal now. Soooo," Steel looked in Burst's direction. "You think I could tank a White Lightning Overdrive now?"
Celestia smiled at the scene. "As joyous as this news is, I'm afraid I'm going to have to ask that Steel be benched from your team Burst Stream. He's a new Avatar, and could stand to learn how to control his new magic."
"And I'd be happy to help him." A new voice called out. And with that, Aether Stream stepped into the hall. "I've taken the liberty of finding a magic style that ought to sharpen your edge Steel."
Steel was almost speechless. "I'm gonna be trained. . .by the legendary Aether? The First Knight of Faust?! THIS IS AWESOME!"
Aether chuckled. "Glad to hear you're excited. Maybe you'll even teach Burst a thing or two after I'm through with you. But first things first? I better teach you how to unequip that wing armor of yours." Aether activated his magic, and used it to remove Steel's wing armor. "Cant' wrap your wings around your girlfriend when they're encased in metal, now can you?"
Rainbow Dash and Steel Edge would've blushed originally. But now? The two had fought against chaos itself, and one of them had just ascended into an Avatar. They could care less what anyone else thought if they kissed each other right there. 
"Looks like we're not keeping score anymore." Steel said with a loving smile. 
Rainbow Dash smirked. "No need to when we've both won." And the two shared a kiss cementing their official status. Out in the hallway, the Princess of Love watched the scene with a knowing smile.
"Ship confirmed~!" Cadence said to herself.

	
		Episode 3: Spectrum of Affection



Steel dodged another magic blast from Aether! "Geez! Was Burst's training this hard for him when you prepped him to go against Nightmare Moon?!"
"Sorry kid. But I've cranked up the intensity from when I was training Burst." Aether said with a chuckle. "But his training wasn't easier because he's my son. No, I've cranked up your training because you're an Avatar like me and the princesses. Meaning you can take and dish out a lot more than you were once capable. By the way, how're you liking the new type of magic I've been teaching you?"
Steel smirked, and powered up his magic! A silver aura covered his hands as silver sword constructs made of magic materialized in the air around Steel! "Pretty sharp. Care for a demonstration?" Steel sent his summoned swords flying at Aether Stream! "I'm not done yet!" Steel focused his magic into the blade of his sword, and sent out a beam of magic that forced Aether back! "Gotta admit. That Blade Beam technique is pretty cool! Couple that with you teaching how to imbue elemental attributes to the blade magic I've been studying up on is giving me a new edge in battle! But I've got another question Master Aether."
"Ask away Steel." Aether said with a nod. "And just call me Aether. So what's on your mind?"
Steel scratched his head. "Well, Burst's your son. Meaning that explains why he's got so much more magic power available to him than a regular Magi. But why didn't you teach him any of the magic techniques you've been teaching me?"
"It's true that Burst has a great amount of magic within him." Aether replied. "However, with Nightmare Moon's return, I didn't have much time to teach him everything I know. That, and Burst is still mortal. He could only handle so much fatigue from his original training. Any more, and he'd have surely burnt himself out."
Steel was about to answer when he felt his phone buzz. "Uh, would you excuse me for a moment?" Steel headed over to his backpack, and pulled out his phone. He'd received a text from Rainbow Dash. Steel smiled as he began to text back. "Hey babe. Training's going good. Can't wait to see U." Steel said as he replied to Rainbow Dash's text. As soon as the text was sent. "So. What next?"
"Now we're done for today." Aether said with a smile.
Steel blinked in confusion. "Is this about me texting Rainbow Dash? I'm sorry. I know it can be pretty distracting. Heck, Burst probably had no free time at all when you were training him."
"Actually, Burst had plenty of free time." Aether said with a chuckle. "Didn't you notice that Burst has been able to switch from serious business to chill out mode so easily? It's because I made sure he had enough recovery and time to relax during his training. And the same applies to you as well now that I'm training you. Additionally, you've been progressing quite far with your training. You should be fully in control of your new power in a week or two. Of course, all that Elite Guard training probably added  to your progress. Anyway, don't keep your girl waiting! After all, it took you nearly dying for you two to become official!"
Steel smiled, but then frowned. "Hey. You know. . . well, with you being immortal and all,"
"I know what you're trying to say Steel Edge." Aether said with a sigh. "To be honest? My wife Lumina's been my first true love. I know that I'll be here long after she's gone from the world." Aether then smiled as he put a hand over her heart. "But the ones you love never truly leave you. They're always in your heart. I've not aged a day past thirty, but Lumina still looks the same as the day I met her in my eyes. Something tells me you've got the same kind of love for Rainbow Dash."
Steel smiled. "Don't I know it? And because she's the Element of Loyalty, I can always count on her to be by my side. Speaking of which, see ya! I got a date!" And with that, Steel spread his wings and flew off towards Unityville! Sure enough, he found Rainbow Dash waiting for him. "Sorry to keep you waiting!"
"Hey. At least you didn't get me worried this time." Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as she wrapped her arms around Steel before kissing him. "You really took me through one heck of a ride through my feelings. I think I went through the whole spectrum of emotion and I've only known you for about a year."
Steel chuckled. "Hey. It was a great year. After all, you were a part of it."
"You sure praising me is good?" Rainbow Dash asked with a mischievous smile. "You might just stroke my ego by accident. Or do you think I enjoy it when you need to take me down a peg?"
Steel shrugged. "Hey. I was expecting you to completely thrash me with a Sonic Rainboom after I stole a kiss from you. I consider myself lucky. By the way, how are you and the girls coming along with getting used to your new weapons?"
"Twilight got Burst and the others to help train us to use our Harmony Keepers. Heck, I might even be able to go all-out against you and your Duelist Arms!" Rainbow Dash boasted. "Plus, I'm sure that you're itching for a chance to show off what you've been learning from Burst's dad!"
Steel smiled as he put a wing around Rainbow Dash. "You miss trying to deck me that badly?"
"Well, yeah. I do." Rainbow Dash said as she blushed. She slowly put her wing around Steel's back. "I guess I can finally say that without feeling embarrassed now. The movie should start soon, so we'd better get to the theater before the lines get too long."
Steel smiled. "How about we make it interesting? Race you there!" And with that, Steel flew off towards the movie theater!
"Oh it's on now!" Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as she took off after Steel! She managed to beat him to the theater. "Alright since I won, that means you gotta snuggle up against me in the theater!"
Steel chuckled. "I can live with that loss." And he did just that the second the movie began to play.

	
		Episode 4: A Little Compassion



It was a typical lazy Sunday for Arctic Ace and Dark Ice. Ever since the Nightmare Forces had been destroyed, and after the defeat of Discord, things had relatively calmed down. However, a sudden knock on the door would soon disrupt the brothers' peace. "I'll get it." Ice said as he put down his comic book. But the second he opened the door, he was greeted by an unexpected sight.
"Hi Ice!" Shadow Thunder greeted loudly! "What's up bro?"
"AH!" Ice stumbled backwards as he recoiled from his youngest brother's greeting. "Shadow?! What are you doing here?!"
Dark Ice and Arctic Ace's younger brother had black hair, navy blue skin and wings, and yellow eyes. His outfit consisted of black pants, yellow sneakers, a black beanie cap, and a t-shirt with a thunderbolt on it. "Well, I heard this voice sending out a message a few weeks back. I think your friend Burst Stream sent it out telling me to find you and the other Elements of Heroism. I also felt this weird tingling in my upper arm. So here I am. Does this mean I get to join you guys?"
"I thought Burst was just joking about that message. . ." Ice muttered to himself. "Shadow, I don't know if you can join me and the other Elements of Heroism." Ice then pulled up his left sleeve to reveal his hero crest. "Last I checked, you didn't have a mark on your arm like me or Ace and you don't have any weapons to rely on. But if you heard that call, it means you could potentially be an Element of Heroism. We just don't know which one yet. But it's not our call to say whether or not you join. That's up to Burst Stream. C'mon. We'd better see him. Ace? Could you call Burst?"
Arctic Ace nodded. "Sure thing." He then whipped out his phone, and dialed up Burst. "Hey, Burst? You know that message you sent out? Well, someone answered it. Yeah it turns out me and Ice's baby brother picked up on it. We meeting at the usual spot? Okay. See you in a few." And with that, the three brothers headed out to the town square. Sure enough, Burst Stream was waiting for them.
"So. This is your kid brother?" Burst asked as he directed his attention towards Shadow. "Honestly, I didn't think anyone would answer that call I sent out. Nice to meet you at last Shadow."
Shadow Thunder smiled. "Wow! So you're Burst Stream! You sure look like the big hero everyone's saying you are!"
"Wait. People are talking about us?" Burst asked.
Shadow Thunder nodded. "Yup! You and your team beat the Nightmare Forces and you all helped defeat Discord! Like it or not, everyone knows who you are now."
"Well, I guess that's tobe expected." Burst Stream said with a shrug. "So you're because of that message I sent out, right?"
"Sure did." Shadow Thunder said with an enthusiastic nod. "Does that mean I can join the team?"
Burst Stream sighed. "Well if you heard my message, that means you've got the potential to become an Element of Heroism. And I don't know how many others there are who heard my message. So the answer's a solid maybe."
"Okay then. What do I have to do to prove I'm worthy of joining?" Shadow Thunder asked. "Do I have to fight tons of enemies? Or do I need to pass some sort of trial or test?"
Burst Stream shook his head. "Shadow, you don't have to do anything like that. Being an Element of Heroism isn't something you can force or choose. It's something that chooses you. Each of us has proven ourselves in our own way. Just give it some time Shadow. Who knows? You might even find a way to prove yourself today."
"Okay. . ." Shadow said with a sigh. "But what're the odds of that happening? Well, thanks for telling me." He then looked to his brothers. "Oh! I thought you two should know. I'm moving in with you two regardless whether or not I join the team. Hope you've got an extra room."
Arctic Ace sighed. "Good thing I opted for two guest rooms in my house." He then looked to Dark Ice. "Good thing you're happy taking up the couch."
"Well, I should've seen this coming." Dark Ice said with a shrug. "It's been this way for the three of us since we were kids. Wherever we go, Shadow's usually not that far behind us." Ice then turned his attention to Shadow. "We'll unpack your things. In the meantime, why don't you explore Unityville? You might as well get to know your new home while you're out and about."
Shadow nodded. "Alright. See ya later." And with that, Shadow Thunder spread his wings and hovered around Unityville. Making note of places of interest as he flew around town. Hard to believe a little place like this has seen so much action. Everyone's going about their day like nothing major went down. Then again, they're probably used to all the craziness by now. Shadow was about to fly back home, but noticed Twilight lying on her side on a bench. She looked like she was a wreck. She doesn't look so good. Shadow landed, and took a seat next to Twilight. Who was talking to her own reflection in a puddle. "Excuse me? Is everything alright?"
Twilight snapped out of her conversation with her reflection, and scrambled to recover out of her panicked state. "Oh, yeah! Toootally fine! Not going crazy over nobody having problems today!" Her left eye twitched upon saying that.
". . . You're a terrible liar." Shadow said with a neutral expression. "You sure don't look like everything's alright. I don't know what's got you so manic right now, but maybe you can tell me." Shadow's mind then flashed back to when Dark Ice had returned home after defecting from the Nightmare Forces. "In my experience, problems are easier to solve when you're willing to talk about them. So fire away. I've got nothing but time."
Twilight sighed. "Well, I'm living her in Unityville to learn more about friendship. And Princess Celestia always expects me to write her a letter about the lesson in friendship I learned. Usually that gets done by me helping to solve problems that my friends have with their friendships. But that's the problem! None of them have had any problems today that I can help solve! There's nothing I can learn! Meaning I'll be tardy with my letter! Meaning that I'll be sent back to Magic Kindergarten and-" Twilight stopped when she felt Shadow clamp his hand on her shoulder.
"Calm. Down." Shadow said in a soothing tone. "I think I found the source of your issues." Shadow then pointed right at Twilight. "You're overthinking all of this."
Twilight blinked in confusion. ". . . What."
"You said that Princess Celestia expects a letter whenever you've learned a friendship lesson, right?" Shadow asked. "Well then if you haven't learned anything, there's no need to write her a letter. It's good that you pay attention to details, but that's not always the best way to look at things." Shadow took a deep breath. "If all you do is worry about all the little things, you're going to miss all the wonderful things that are staring you right in the face! Heck, your friends are probably all having a ton of fun right now and you've missed out on it with how much time you've spent worrying about one stupid letter!"
Twilight's eyes went wide with realization, and brightened up at the truth of Shadow's words. "Thank you. Oh! How rude of me! I forgot to introduce myself. I'm-"
"Twilight Sparkle." Shadow said with a smile. "Everyone knows who you and the other Elements of Harmony are. You've all become pretty famous. And it was my pleasure to help you out. Actually, I guess you could say it's an impulse of mine." Shadow then noticed his upper arm glowing! A mark of a dragon that looked like it dwelled in the heavens appeared as soon as the glow faded. "Mom always said a little compassion goes a long way." Shadow then saw his Duelist Arm materialize before him! It was a spear modeled after the very dragon that was his Hero Crest. "I guess it went farther for me than I thought it would. Name's Shadow Thunder by the way. And I'm pretty sure you have five friends in need of your presence?"
Twilight giggled. "Yeah. I guess so. And since I'm taking your advice, I also probably shouldn't have had all that frosting scrapped off the cupcakes I bought. Well, live and learn! Bye!" And with that, Twilight raced off to find the rest of the Main 6.
Shadow smiled as he watched Twilight run off. "Maybe I didn't become an Element of Heroism today, but I did some good by helping her. That's more than enough."
"Quite the opposite." Burst said as he approached Shadow. "You've become an Element of Heroism because you sought to help out another person from the goodness in your heart. Your compassion for others moved you to help Twilight. And you sure handled it more gently than I would have. So? Still eager to join our team?"
Shadow nodded excitedly! "You bet I am! So when do we start?!"
Burst chuckled. "Noon tomorrow." He then gestured to Shadow's Duelist Arm. "We've gotta make sure you can wield that thing properly. Steel is still out training, and we could use an extra member to fill his slot in the meantime. Something tells me that big changes are going to be coming soon. And we're going to need everyone we can get."

	
		Episode 5: Gear Up



Shadow Thunder could barely contain himself as he held his Duelist Arm in a ready position. I can't believe it! My second day here and I'm already getting in training with the Elements of Heroism! This is awesome! Shadow bolted out the door, and flew towards the field on the outskirts of Unityville that Burst Stream had selected for their training to take place. "I'm a little bit early, but that shouldn't be a problem!" 
About ten minutes later the other Elements of Heroism arrived at the field and spotted Shadow. "Yo Shadow!" Dark Ice called out. "Hope we didn't keep you waiting little bro."
"Nah!" Shadow said as he sprung to his feet! "So who's gonna gauge how good I am?"
Burst Stream stepped forward, and drew out his sword. "That'd be me. Show me what you've got!"
"HERE I COME!" Shadow shouted as he flew at Burst! However, he'd put too much speed into his flight and missed Burst! "Whoops!" Shadow skidded to a halt, but was met with the edge of Burst's blade. "Guess I overshot it, huh?"
Burst shrugged. "You seem to know about half of your weapon's capabilities. But spears aren't good just for charging and lancing. They also make good defensive weapons." Burst backed away slightly, and got into a fighting stance. "I'm going to come at you. When I do, try to block one of my swings with your spear. Tell me when you're ready."
"Okay." Shadow took a deep breath. "Alright! Come at me!" Burst Stream charged at Shadow and swung at him, but Shadow blocked the balde by raising his spear! "You weren't kidding! But I bet you're gonna regret helping me get better at this thing!"
Burst chuckled. "Oh, I wouldn't be too sure about that." He whipped out one of his blasters, and fired at Shadow! Knocking him back and leaving minor scorch marks. "Don't worry. The Duelist Arms can only seriously harm evil entities. That's why you're only a little roughed up. But that's no excuse for you just to tank damage."
"I'll say. . ." Shadow groaned as he propped himself up with his spear. "That blast still hit me pretty hard."
Burst smiled. "Glad to see you've learned your lesson. Now then. Each of us is going to split up into teams for a free-for-all spar. Shadow? You don't mind being put together with your brothers, do you?"
"Nope!" Shadow answered. "Besides, I might finally get to kick their butts!"
Ace chuckled at hearing this. "We'll see about that little brother."
"Come at me bro!" Ice said as he readied his claymore. The three brothers then charged at each other! Ice swung at Shadow, but Shadow leaped over the swing and jabbed his spear at Ice! However, this left Shadow open to a shield bash from Ace!
"Gotta mind your surroundings Shadow." Ace stated as he let Shadow recover. "Chances are that some of our future enemies aren't going to play fair. So make sure to keep a look out for possible angles of their attacks." And with that, the three continued their sparring. Each of their styles seemed to counter the other. Ace's was well-balanced, but he lacked the power of Ice's claymore or the reach of Shadow's spear. Ice's claymore was large and powerful, but it could also be slow with its swings. Whereas Shadow specialized in speed and reach but lacked power.
But as the brothers continued their rock-paper-scissors of melee weapons, Burst, Inferno, and Ty's clash was cut short when a stray blast of magic flew right past them! "What the-?!" Inferno turned in the direction of the blast, and saw Twilight Sparkle giving him a nervous smile. "Twilight? What are you and the girls doing here?"
"Well Fluttershy and Rarity told me about the weapons training you guys do so much." Twilight answered with a smile. "So we figured that we have our own weapons now, you could help train us. That way we can help you guys out in a pinch if you need some extra fighters on hand."
Inferno shot a nervous look at the girls. "Well, if you're all sure about this." He then looked to Burst." Well Burst? What's your decision?"
"Like I told Shadow. We might need all the help we can get. Besides," Burst then looked to Twilight, and smirked. "Let's see how Twilight handles under the kind of pressure we deal with."
Inferno smiled. "Go nuts dude. I'll be helping Rarity." Inferno walked over to Rarity. "Just think of this as a really aggressive dance."
"Then I hope you don't mind me leading, darling." Rarity said with a giggle as she unfolded her steel fan and drew her rapier. "Shall we dance then?"
Inferno smirked. "It'd be my honor." The two crossed blades, and proceeded to spar with one another. Rarity's strikes were swift and graceful. She even managed to deflect a shot from Inferno's blaster with her fan! She even proved to be a match with him in swordplay! 
"For someone who isn't used to weapons, your sword suits you pretty well." Inferno remarked as he and Rarity locked blades. "It certainly looks like a weapon fit for a lady."
Rarity giggled. "True enough darling. A rapier is known for its elegant design. But it also has quite the edge, and is known for great precision. I guess my eye for fine detail only supplements my affinity for it." Rarity soon broke off their clash, and readied her fan. "But you'll have to earn getting up close with me now." She then fired gem shards as she swung her fan!
Inferno took to the air to dodge the shards and hovered as he advanced on Rarity! Their spar looking more like a dance with how their movements flowed.
Fluttershy looked over to Rainbow Dash. "Um, Rainbow Dash? Don't you want to join in with the training?"
"Nah." Rainbow Dash said as she shook her head. "I'm waiting for Steel to come back! When he's back after training, I'm gonna see what my boomerang's capable of! Until then? I'll just hang back here."
Pinkie then scooted over to Rainbow Dash. "And I'll be showing off my newfound yo-yo skills!" She then set to work demonstrating her skill with her Harmony Keeper. Giving Rainbow Dash an excellent distraction.
"Oh. Well, I'll just go see what's up with Ty and Applejack so far. If that's okay with everyone." Fluttershy walked over to where Tyrannus Rex and Applejack were sparring. Applejack was firing bolts from her twin crossbows while Tyrannus shot a blast of thunder from his cannon. 
"Guess we're the tanks for our teams, huh?" Tyrannus said with an exhausted smile.
Applejack chuckled. "We sure are sugarcube. Heck, Ah didn't expect to get in a workout this intense today. Your Duelist Arms might not've done a number on me, but they sure hit hard."
"Oh! Let me take care of that!" Fluttershy said as she raised her staff. A green glow came out of the ornament at the top, and healed Applejack and Tyrannus. "I'll just be on the sidelines if anyone needs healing."
Tyrannus smiled as he kissed Fluttershy. "You're always watching over me, my shy little angel."
"Only because I want to keep you safe too." Fluttershy said with a blush as she fluttered over back to Rainbow Dash and Pinkie. Pinkie was busy scribbling down her friends relationships in a notebook.
Meanwhile, Burst had gotten into a fighting stance while Twilight stood completely still. Okay Twilight. Twilight thought to herself. You've seen him fight. He mainly uses pure strength and opens up with a melee attack. I just need to-?! Twilight blinked in confusion when Burst teleported with his magic, and reappeared right in front of her! Firing a charge shot that knocked Twilight back! Okay. . . THAT'S new. "Looks like you've decided to change up how you open. But you're not the only one with tricks up your sleeve!" Twilight focused her magic through her magician's rod, and fired a beam of magic right at Burst!
"We'll see about that." Burst Stream said with a smirk as he cast a shield spell around himself! Blocking Twilight's magic blast! "Since we're whipping out our magic, why not settle this with a spell clash?"
Twilight smiled knowingly. "You want settle this DBZ style, don't you?"
"Hey. I can't help it. When I see the chance for a reference, I take it." Burst said with a shrug. "Now bring out your strongest blast!" Twilight was preparing to fire her spell from her hands, but paused as she considered which spell she should bring out. Burst noticed this, and rolled his eyes as his hands were engulfed in the brilliant blue aura of his magic. He then fired a blast that flew right next to Twilight! Snapping her out of her thoughts.
"What was that?!" Twilight snapped! "You almost hit me!"
Burst sighed. "I wasn't aiming at you at all. But why did you stall back there?"
"Well, I had to think of the best spell for the job." Twilight answered. "I was taking our situation into account, and I-"
Burst raised his hand for silence. "Twilight. Have you ever been in an actual fight?"
"Uh, no?" Twilight answered nervously. "Is that a problem?"
"Yes, and no." Burst replied with a sigh. "Fighting should be saved as a last resort to solve problems. But when you do fight, you can't always rely on a set strategy. Insteading of thinking, feel out the fight. Trust your instincts. Like Steel said, your problem is that you're too logical Twilight." He then booped her on the nose. "You're thinking WAY too much."
Twilight frowned. "Well can't you just teach me how to follow my instincts?"
Burst laughed at what Twilight proposed. "Ha ha ha! Oh, Twilight. Instinct can't be taught! It's something you feel.  For example. . . DODGE!" Burst swung at Twilight, and she ducked to avoid it! "You see? You felt that you should dodge, and you did it. Remember. Sometimes you need to think less, and feel more."
Twilight had a puzzled look on her face. "Since when am I learning stuff from you and the guys?"
"Since Steel chewed you out for falling for Discord's tricks." Burst said with a shrug. "But no sense worrying about what's in the past. C'mon. Let's head back. Training's over for today." However, as the two sets of elements headed back to Unityville, a lone figure watched their departure from the fields. The changeling drone then buzzed away. He had information for his queen.

	
		Episode 6: Fresh Start



Shadow Thunder was sitting in the living room. Scratching his head in thought as he looked at the job listings available. "I don't think the Weather Team needs another worker. They've got plenty enough as is. My brothers are on the Elements of Heroism, and I guess that counts as a job for me too. Still, there's other things I wanna do besides that."
"What to do? What to do?" Shadow mused to himself as he lay on the couch and stared at the ceiling. He then smiled as an idea came to him. "Hey, this could be my chance to live out my dream! Now to just head to the Mayor's office." An hour or two later, Shadow was walking out of the mayor's office with a certificate in his hands. "Sweet! Now I just need to find the building I'll be occupying. Ah! There it is." Shadow flew over to the empty building. "From this moment forth, this space is gonna be Unityville's dedicated cosplay shop!"
But not a minute after Shadow began celebrating his newfound store, he was hit with an unpleasant realization. "Oh man. . . I've got no costumes to sell to people!" Shadow whipped out his phone, and dialed up his brothers. "Hey guys! Oh, not much. I just decided to open up a cosplay shop! I even got the rights to the building I want to use! Yes I'm here right now. Yeah, I know that it was a crazy dream I had when I was a kid, but this is my best chance to make it real. Well, yeah. I did hit a snag. I've got no costumes to sell. Oh? Rarity makes clothing for a living? That's great! She might be just what I need right now! Thanks guys! See ya!"
Shadow flew off to Carousel Boutique, and knocked on the door rapidly! Sure enough, Rarity. "Shadow, darling. You look absolutely frazzled! Is something the matter."
"Yup! BIG problem!" Shadow said with a frantic nod. "See, I just recently came into ownership of some property that I'm using as a cosplay shop. But the problem is that I haven't ordered any costumes or accessories to fill up my inventory space!"
Rarity sighed. "Oh darling, you should have come to me sooner. I'd be more than happy to assist you with your business. However, my assistance won't come without its fee." Rarity smiled. "I wish to be your business partner and supplier. While it would be easier to simply order a whole store's worth of costumes, they just don't retain the same craftsmanship as a hand-made piece."
"That's a price I can more than live with." Shadow said with a sigh of relief. "Plus, with Nightmare Night coming up in a couple of weeks, it'll be an excellent chance to drum up some business!" Shadow then pulled out a file filled with images of characters from video games, anime, movies, and many other forms of popular media. "I've got a few ideas for some best-sellers. . ."
A few hours, the pair were busy at work. "I must say Shadow. Your energy's infectious." Rarity called out as she and Shadow worked on the various costumes they planned on stocking the store with.
"Well, it always help to stay upbeat." Shadow said with a smile. "You've got to weather the storm to see the rainbow. That's what my dad always said. Besides, you really can't get anything done when you're sad or angry." Shadow smiled as he took in the work he and Rarity had accomplished. "At this rate, we'll be fully stocked just in time!" Shadow then heard the doorbell ring as the store's door was opened. "Huh. Wasn't expecting to have my first customer today." Shadow headed up to the register, and greeted his potential customer. "Welcome to Suit Up Cosplay! We're pretty much ready for business, so how can I help you?" Shadow then noticed Twilight and Burst had popped in. "Oh, hi you two! What's up?"
Twilight giggled. "Ace was just telling us about your first day blunder. So we thought we could lend you a n extra hand or two." Twilight pulled out a book from her bag, and opened it to a bookmarked page. "I found a replica spell that can help make prop weapons or accessories for some of the costumes you have! I was teaching it to Burst on our way here!"
"So just tell us what you need Shadow." Burst said with a smile as he gave Shadow a thumbs-up. "We'll craft it in a heartbeat!"
Shadow smiled as he pulled out more pictures of various weapons and accessories. "You two are gonna be pretty busy." And with that, Burst and Twilight set to work casting the replica spell to create various props that could be paired with some of the now completed costumes filling the shop. About a few hours later, the group's labors were complete. "Ah. A beautiful sight if I do say so myself." Shadow said with a fond sigh. 
"Hey Shadow? You got a Dante costume from Devil May Cry?" Burst asked. "I've always wanted to cosplay as him! He's one of my favorite video game heroes!"
Shadow chuckled. "Who would've thought that the leader of the Elements of Heroism had such an enormous inner geek?"
"Well, I do." Burst said proudly. "And I raise my geek flag high."
Shadow smiled at seeing how much of a kid at heart Burst was. "It's in the video games section. Capcom rack. You can't miss it." Burst zipped off as soon as Shadow told him the location of the costume he sought. "He can be totally serious and badass in battle, and totally cheerful whenever he's just going around." Shadow then looked to Twilight. "You looking for anything in specific Twi?"
"No. I already made my own costume." Twilight said with a light blush. "I'm kinda into cosplay myself. I made sure to get every detail just right for mine!
Shadow chuckled at hering this. "If you're that good, I just might have to recruit you for the workshop sessions I've got planned for the future!" As soon as Burst paid for his costume, the rest of the group aside from Shadow left. Leaving Shadow to admire his new workplace. "Yep. This fresh start's gonna lead to some big changes!"

The Changeling Hive. Throne Room.
Chrysalis was staring at the footage of the Elements of Heroism training that the drone had provided her. "These new elements could present quite the obstacle for my plan." She then looked to the six mutant changelings before her. One looked like a beetle, another a wasp, one was spider-like, there was one that was based on a centipede and the others had the appearance of a praying mantis and yet another looked like a scorpion. "Forgive me for not releasing you all at once. Some of your fellow mutations were a bit more. . . uncooperative than you six."
The praying mantis changeling stepped forward. "So why set us loose now? Or did you forget just how maddened with pain we were when we underwent your little mutation project?" He then snorted. "Whatever. I don't care about that. Just tell us who you want us to fight. The Heart of the Swarm will show them the sting of defeat."
Chrysalis smiled. "Right to business as always Blade. Just like when you first signed up for the mutation program." She then showed the Heart of the Swarm images of the Elements of Heroism. "A new set of elements has arisen alongside the Elements of Harmony reawakening. They call themselves the Elements of Heroism. They've destroyed the Nightmare Forces and assisted with the reimprisonment of Discord. They represent the most significant threat to my plans. But don't eliminate them just yet. I wish to see how much of a threat they prove against my soldiers. For now? Take your time to refamiliarize yourselves with the hive. I'm sure you're all dying to walk freely after all these years."
"Whatever." Blade said with a shrug as he motioned for the scorpion and wasp changelings. "Stinger. Needle. Let's ditch this  room."
The remaining mutant changelings stood idle. The spide-like one being the first to speak as she looked to the centipede and beetle changelings. "I guess my new abilities are obvious. But what about you Constrictor?"
Constrictor scratched his head. "Well the new insect I'm based on is pretty long. So. . ." Constrictor lunged forward, and his entire torso expanded as he coiled around a pillar. "Well how about that?" He then tightened his hold and crushed the pillar! "You got any idea how you've changed Carapace?"
The large beetle-like changeling beat his chest. "Looks like my chitin's gotten the armor treatment. Also. . ." Carapace charged up his horn, and a blast of energy shot out from it! "It looks like I'm packing some serious firepower now. Maybe all that pain from mutating was worth it. Eh, Silk?"
Silk Snare just held herself. Unpleasant memories of her painful transformation surfacing. "Yeah. Sure it was. . ." She then looked back to her fellow mutant changelings. "But what about Drake and Kicker? Last I remember was a whole battalion of guards dragged them into the stasis cocoons kicking and screaming."
"You need not concern yourselves with those two." Chrysalis said coldly as she approached the three. "There is no room in my kingdom for those who do not accept their place. As soon as they accept their roles, I shall release them. Now if you'll excuse me, the instructor wishes to inform me of the progress of the nymphs." Chrysalis left the throne room, and flew down to what looked like a teaching area. "You wished to inform me of their progress?"
The instructor drone nodded. "Yes my queen. You'll be pleased to know that the nymphs are progressing quite nicely. They shall make fine soldiers and workers."
Chrysalis smiled as she watched the younger changelings pummeling away at practice dummies or greedily feeding off of love provisions. However, she frowned when she saw one nymph refusing to eat the love right in front of him. "It seems there's a problem child among your class."
"O-Oh!" The instructor drone said nervously. "Y-Yes. He is called Narico. I suppose you could call him a delinquent."
Chrysalis raised a brow. "How so?"
"W-Well, he refuses to do any of the mandated training or skills of a worker or soldier." The instructor drone replied. "But the most abnormal thing about him is that he refuses to feed on love."
Chrysalis frowned. "And why might that be?"
"He says he isn't hungry." The instructor replied.
Chrysalis looked right at Narico. "Troubling indeed." She then looked at the instructor. "Send him to me later. I wish to speak with young Narico on his troubling behavior."
"O-Of course my queen." The isntructor said with a bow.
Chrysalis smiled as she flew back to her throne room. "Would you be so kind as to give me some privacy?" She asked the remaining mutant changelings. "There's a nymph with whom I plan on having a very important conversation with." Silk Snare, Constrictor, and Carapace left the room, but waited out of sight.
Carapace was utterly puzzled at the recent turn of events. "Odd. The queen never asked to see just one nymph before. What makes this one so special?"
"Why don't we eavesdrop and find out?" Constrictor suggested. "Besides. Silk's probably busy spinning herself a web." Constrictor and Carapace put their heads against the door, and listened in on Chrysalis's musings. Their eyes went wide with horror as soon as they found out what she had planned for Narico. "We need to tell Silk. NOW." The two of them raced off to find Silk Snare, and relayed the troubling news they'd discovered.
Silk Snare was utterly horrified. "This nymph, Narico, is like us? He doesn't need to feed either?" Both Carapace and Constrictor nodded. "Then, we can't let him stay here. When the time comes for him to meet Chrysalis, you two take care of the guards. I'll see to his safety." Sure enough, a very nervous Narico was escorted by two guards. Constrictor and Carapace distracted the guards by pretending to get used to their abilites. As they did so, Silk Snare yanked Narico away while the guards were occupied. "Come with me." She whispered.
"Um, am I in trouble?" Narico asked nervously.
Silk Snare looked back to Narico as she crawled her way towards one of the exits. "No. But you would have been if you met with the queen."
"Why?" Narico asked. "What's wrong with me?"
Silk sighed as she put her hands on Narico's shoulders. "It's because you're like me and my friends. You're not like everyone else." She then noticed the sad look in Narico's eyes. "But don't be scared. And don't let anyone judge you because of that. When a person really loves you, they don't care if you're different." Silk Snare smiled as she remembered her younger days with Carapace and Constrictor. "That's what a family is."
"Does this mean you can be my family?" Narico asked. "But then why are you sending me away?"
Silk Snare smiled. "Someday we'll meet again. But we can't be together right now. You're not safe here." She then wrapped her arms around Narico. "Right now you need to run Narico. Run as far as you can, and don't look back. Do you understand?" Narico nodded. "Good. Do that for big sis, won't you?"
"Okay." Narico said as he started to run out the exit.
Silk Snare breathed a sigh of relief when she saw that Narico was safely away. She turned around and was faced by two guards. "So. How's it hanging?"
"Where is the nymph?" One of the guards asked. "Queen Chrysalis requests his presence."
Silk shrugged. "Haven't seen him. So buzz off." The guards grumbled to themselves as the flew off to the rest of the hive. "Wherever you are Narico, I hope you find someone to be your family."

	
		Episode 7: Eclipsed Determination



Unityville. A few hours before Nightmare Night.
A young man smiled as he entered Unityville. "Sweet. One of the few nights where I don't have to hide my ears." He then checked his backpack. "Good thing I brought my costume with me ahead of time. This oughta be a good Nightmare Night!" He then noticed Shadow's cosplay shop. "Huh. Suit Up Cosplay. Maybe they'll have what I'm looking for." As soon as he was through, the door, Shadow took notice of the young man.
"Hi there." Shadow greeted with a smile. "Getting some last-minute supplies for your costume?" Shadow then noted the young man's appearance. He had red-violet hair and eyes, medium grey skin, and was wearing ripped black jeans, grey sneakers, and a tank top with claw marks on it. But what Shadow found most distinct was the pair of wolf ears. "I see you're already wearing part of your costume. Those ears are pretty realistic."
Good! He doesn't suspect a thing! "Thanks!" The young man said with a nod. "Just here to see if you've got any weapon props. I've got an Inuyasha costume in serious need of a sword."
Shadow nodded. "Anime section. Armor rack. You can't miss it." The young man soon returned with the prop in hands. "Alright then. That'll be twenty-five bits please. So are you new in town?"
"I was thinking of moving in here." The young man answered. "Name's Night Fang. Nice to meet you!" Fang then looked around the shop. "Sweet shop you got here. Hey, you got any job openings?"
Shadow chuckled. "I'm kind of the only one working here, so an extra hand's appreciated. We'll talk more after the festival though." He then handed Fang his business card. "Keep in touch dude."
"Will do!" Fang said with a nod. He then left the cosplay shop with a smile on his face. Suddenly, Fang paused and sniffed the air. "Odd. There's a different scent around this town." Fang looked around. "Somethone doesn't smell like a regular human. . ."As Fang left to investigate, Narico was shaking in the shadows.
This place is so different from back home. Narico thought to himself as he watched all the people going about. Everyone had their own unique hair, eye, and skin color. The only way people could tell each other apart back at the hive was by their voice. The queen was the only one that looked different. But here? No two people are alike. Narico slowly stepped out from hiding, but froze when he heard someone call out to him.
"Wow! Nice costume!" Pinkie Pie chirped as she zipped right up to Narico from behind! "It looks so real! What are you dressed up as?"
Cos. . . tume? Narico thought with a puzzled expression. "Um, I'm a changeling?" Narico answered with a nervous smile.
"Neat!" Pinkie Pie said with a smile as she began inspecting Narico. "Even the wings look so life-like! What did you use to make them?"
"Uh, they're f-fragile!" Narico stammered as he backed away from Pinkie! "Nicemeetingyoubye!" Narico dashed off leaving a very confused Pinkie Pie. The people here a bit weird, but at least this lady's nice. He then noticed all of the various decorations and kids going about with their costumes already on. Well, at least I don't need to worry about shape shifting. Narico then decided to wander around town and see the sights.
Night soon fell over Unityville. Fang smiled as he saw everyone enjoying the Nightmare Night festival. And to think this place was the center of the chaos that erupted just a couple weeks back. Looks like that guy who sent out that mental message wasn't kidding when he said things were gonna get tougher. I guess that's my other reason for coming here.
"Sweet Inuyasha costume!"
Fang was snapped out of his thoughts when he saw the Elements of Heroism right behind him! "Oh, uh, thanks!" He smiled as he noted that each of the EoH were in costume. "Looks like I'm not the only hero on the scene here. But I also wouldn't have expected some of Unity's biggest heroes to be total nerds like me."
"Hey. No shame in geeking out." Inferno said with a shrug. "Especially tonight of all nights. Besides, who would shame you for having such a good costume?" He then leaned in closer. "Huh. Looks like you did a real good job on those ears. They look super detailed. Mind if I feel them?"
Fang internally panicked. "Um, no! I. . . spent a lot of time working on them. And I don't want them to get damaged."
"'Kay then. Sorry about that." Inferno said with a shrug. "So you just passing through town for the festival?"
Fang shrugged. "Maybe. It's not very often you have a group of heroes living amongst you. Well, two sets if you count you guys and the elements of harmony."
"So you came all this way out here for a meet-and-greet?" Burst Stream asked.
Fang shook his head. "Actually, I'm here because of that call you sent out. The second I heard it, there was a weird glowing spot on my arm. So, here I am. Plus?" Fang twitched his ears a little bit. "Let's just say I was able to pick up on it pretty keenly."
"So does that mean you've got a tail to match?" Arctic Ace asked. Fang promptly let his tail out and wagged it. The others looked at Ace with smirks. "I was joking! I didn't think he'd actually have one!"
Shadow Thunder smiled at Fang. "Didn't expect to be seeing you again Fang. Looks like I've got a possible fellow newbie joining me on the EoH!"
"Well, I wouldn't say that just yet. . ." Fang said as he scratched his head. "I'm not sure I even want to join. Don't get me wrong. What you guys are doing is good. But I don't know if I can commit myself to fighting hard like all of you do."
Burst Stream nodded. "It's fine Fang. The option to join is totally voluntary. Each of us that you see here is doing this because we want to. No contract to oblige, or grand call to destiny. We stand to fight because it's how we can do the most good with what we have. But just know this: There's always room for one more. The world could always use more heroes."
"I'll. . . think about it." Fang said with a nod. His ears then perked up when he picked up on something flying through the air. "Something's flying towards Unityville." Fang then sniffed the air. "It doesn't mean any harm, but it's really powerful." The group was soon joined by the Main 6. "Here it comes."
From the night sky, a hooded figure landed in the center of the crowd. The figure then removed her hood to reveal Princess Luna! However, as the princess of the night made her grand entrance, another embodiment of the dark had been observing the Nightmare Night festival. Though she had been defeated once again, Nightmare Moon was far from dead. But though she had survived, she was not among the physical world. I must admit. Being spared from oblivion is most perplexing. Though I still have my mist form, it seems I'm little more than a spirit when I try to assume my full form. Not that actually materializing would be ideal in this case. Nightmare Moon's gaze then switched to all the decorations. Namely the ones that depicted her. But what also puzzled her was all the kids going around trick-or-treating. Odd. I completely terrified all of Unity, and now they're holding a celebration with decorations modeled after me strewn all over town. Her gaze then shifted to Luna, and Nightmare Moon remembered Zecora recounting her tale. She closed her eyes and sighed. I suppose anyone would be right to fear me if they heard I devoured them. But Luna's trying to get everyone to not be afraid of her. Fear. . . that I wrought. Luna's grand proclamation didn't help matters either.
"CITIZENS OF UNITYVILLE!" Luna hollered in the Royal Castalot Voice! "WE HAVE GRACED YOUR TINY VILLAGE WITH OUR PRESENCE. SO THAT YOU MIGHT BEHOLD THE TRUE PRINCESS OF THE NIGHT!" Fang clamped his hands over his ears along with the everyone else in the crowd! All of them cringing at the sheer volume of the royal voice! "THE CREATURE OF NIGHTMARES IS NO LONGER. BUT INSTEAD, A PERSON WHO DESIRES YOUR LOVE AND ADMIRATION! TOGETHER WE SHALL CHANGE THIS DREADFUL CELEBRATION INTO A BRIGHT AND GLORIOUS FEAST!"
Nightmare Moon blinked in sheer bewilderment. Okay. I think Luna might be terrifying them all more now than I did upon our return. She then noticed Pinkie Pie screaming that Luna was going to devour them all. And, that's not going to help at all. Nightmare Moon immediately face-palmed as everyone ran in terror. This is going to be a long night. . . However, something new caught her eye. Namely that of Burst and Twilight coming up with a plan to get everyone to like Luna.
"We just can't let this happen." Burst stated. "We all worked so hard to save Luna. Everyone being scared of her still is understandable, but it's not fair to her."
Twilight nodded. "Sounds like you've got the right idea Burst. But this time? Leave it to me. You're not the only main character you know." She then gave Burst a thumbs-up. "I'm gonna make sure Luna gets her happy ending for tonight!" And with that, Twilight hurried over to Luna. However, unbeknownst to Twilight, Fang was tailing her from the shadows.
Fang took note of Twilight's attempts to introduce the public to Luna. First off there was Twilight taking Luna to see Fluttershy so she could learn how to tone down the volume of her voice. Okay. So far things are looking good. Fang thought as he happily swished his tail at seeing Luna's progress. Only for his ears to droop when he saw Pinkie leading a bunch of kids who freaked out upon mistaking Luna's hugging of Fluttershy for eating her. Fang sighed at the resulting panic. But what caught his interest was Twilight's persistent attitude. Looks like I'll have to keep tailing. Let's see how far the Element of Magic can make it on her own. What followed could only be described as a divine chain of bad luck. At the games area, Luna accidentally brought a bunch of fake spiders to life. Then when a young boy took a dive in the apple bob bucket, Luna pulled him out. And yet again, Pinkie was there to totally misread the situation. Fang watched with sad eyes as he saw Luna isolate herself from everyone and declare Nightmare Night's cancellation. O-kay. Things are pretty abysmal now. Fang walked over to Twilight. "Hey."
"Oh. Hi." Twilight said with a sad smile. "Tonight's not going the way I had hoped." Twilight said with a sigh. "Here I am putting all my effort into everyone no longer being scared of Princess Luna, and everything I've done so far has backfired." She then lowered her head in shame. "Maybe tonight was a total failure."
Fang narrowed his eyes. "Not it's not!" Fang snapped as he clamped one of his hands on Twilight's shoulder. "You've only failed if you've given up on Luna! If you don't believe that it's possible for people to like her! I'm determined to not let your efforts go to waste!" He then got right into Twilight's face, and pointed in Luna's direction. "I'm not giving up on you, so don't you dare call it quits on yourself or her!"
". . . You're right." Twilight said with a determined smile. "But first? I think we need to have a few words with Pinkie Pie." Sure enough, Fang and Twilight managed to get Pinkie alone through a trail of candy. But to their surprise, Pinkie was letting the kids she was leading run around screaming whenever Luna was near for fun! 
Fang blinked in confusion. "How does that make any-"
"Don't question her." Twilight said with a sigh. "Take my word for it. Some things are just never meant to be explained. or in Pinkie's case, some people."
Fang shrugged in response. But then, an idea came to him. "Hey. If everyone likes to be scared of Luna, then let's give them what they want." He then leaned into Twilight's ear, and whispered his plan.
"Fang. You're a genius." Twilight said with an eager smile. "Come on! Let's grab Luna!" A few minutes later, Pinkie led a group of kids to the statue of Nightmare Moon. Only for the statue to be replaced what looked like the nightmare herself! But the second Pinkie and the kids bolted, Luna dispelled the illusion spell she'd cast on herself.
"I am not certain did what either of you two meant for it to do." Luna said with a frown as she looked back to Twilight and Fang. However, a young boy from the group Pinkie was leading returned and thanked Luna. She was utterly surprised, but ultimately happy. So happy that she decided to bring back Nightmare Night. 
Fang watched with a smile as the group returned to the celebration. However, he noticed a bright glow coming from his upper arm. He lifted the arm sleeve of his costume, and found a mark that looked like a dark knight's helmet with red wings behind it! What startled him even more was the strange gauntlet that had materialized alongside the mark! "Okay. This night just got weird for me."
"Well, it looks like you're one of us now." Burst said with a smile as he and the other Elements of Heroism approached Fang. "That mark on your arm symbolizes your awakening. And that gauntlet you have now is your Duelist Arm. A weapon that's chosen you to be its wielder."
Fang looked at his hero crest, then down to his gauntlet. "Well, this stuff is kinda cool. But I don't get why I was chosen."
"Simple. You didn't give up on Twilight, and showed sheer determination to make Princess Luna happy." Arctic Ace said with a chuckle. "A hero can't be someone who gives up so easily. Making you the Element of Determination. Keep in mind, you don't have to join right away. But there's always a slot open if you think about changing your mind."
Fang smiled. "Thanks. I'll keep that in mind." Suddenly, Fang noticed the strange scent he'd picked up on when he arrived in Unityville. "I think I'll get back to the festival now. See ya!" Fang headed back into town, and followed the scent to a young changeling. "So. It looks like I'm not the only one hiding in plain sight."
"Eep!" Narico squeaked as he heard Fang! "U-Uh, you can have some of the candy I got!"
Fang smiled kindly. "Take it easy kid. I'm not here to hurt you. I was just wondering why I was picking up on a scent that wasn't human in town. Now I've got my answer." Fang stayed put as to not frighten Narico any further, and his wolf ears perked in curiosity. "Huh. Never seen anything like you before. Do you live here?"
"I'm a changeling." Narico answered. "And this isn't my home."
Fang nodded. "Okay then. Do you have a family? What are you doing here all by yourself? Do you have a name?"
"Well, I think I have a big sister." Narico said as he scratched his head in thought. "But she told me to run away as far as I could from my home. She said I'd see her again sometime, but I don't know. So I just kept moving until I found my way here. Then I met you. Oh! And my name's Narico."
"Name's Fang." Fang's heart sank at seeing Narico all alone here. "Well, it doesn't look like you've got anywhere to stay. So. . . how about you stay with me tonight? I can't really leave you by yourself. A kid's a kid. No matter what species. And I really doubt you'd want to stay outside when the colder months are rolling in. So, how about it?" Fang was surprised when Narico flew at him, and clung to his leg. "I. . . guess that's a yes." Fang headed for house he'd rented, and threw himself on the couch after changing into his sleeping clothes. 
Narico blinked, and soon joined Fang on the couch. "Hey, Fang?"
"Yeah? What's up?" Fang asked.
"Does this make you my big brother?" Narico asked.
Fang blinked and shrugged. "Well, someone's got to be your family. So, yeah. I guess I am." Fang smiled as he saw Narico curl up against his tail. And he soon fell asleep himself. 
Meanwhile, Burst Stream had decided to inspect the statue of Nightmare Moon found in the woods. "I don't know why there's a statue of you out here, but I guess people would also wonder why I'd be talking to someone who's no longer here." Unknown to Burst, Nightmare Moon's spirit form was watching him. "Well, I just want you to know, one thing good came from you being around. Maybe it's not eternal night, but at least people can be happy because of your for one reason, right?"
Nightmare Moon smiled, and put her hand on Burst's shoulder. To her surprise, and Burst's, she had actually made contact. But despite that, she was still invisible when Burst turned around to face her. She was still little more than a pile of essence in her physical form and a spirit when she tried to take her full form. You haven't changed at all from our first encounter. Trying to do all the good you can wherever you can. She thought with a sad smile. And despite all I've done, you're still willing to think good of me. And with that, she returned to the castle of the two sisters. I suppose a nightmare can dream.

	
		Episode 8: First Day



Narico was sleeping soundly on the couch. That is, until he was nudged awake by Fang. "Fang?" Narico asked as he rubbed his eyes. "What's going on? Why're you waking me up so early?"
"Because you have to go to school Narico." Fang answered. "You might not be a regular human, but you're still a kid. And that means you need to go to school."
Narico tilted his head in curiosity. "Huh. So they have that here too?" He then looked over to Fang. "But what are you going to do Fang?"
"I'm going to get a job." Fang answered. "Food doesn't come by freely, and I've gotta keep our fridge stocked. By the way, what do you eat?"
Narcio scratched his head in thought. "Well, back at the hive, everyone at love." Hearing this made Fang tilt his head in confusion. "But for some reason, I never felt hungry. Though my stomach would always grumble. What do humans eat?"
"I'll. . . fix you up something quick." Fang replied as he got working cooking some eggs and toast. "Hey, Narico? You said you're a changeling, right? Just how can you change?"
"Oh. Right. Hold on a sec." Narico shut his eyes, and was consumed in a flash of green fire! When the green fire faded, Narico had human eyes and was minus his wings and horn. But his teal hair still remained. "I can shape shift. And since I can't use the excuse of wearing a costume, maybe it's better if I go around like this. I don't think Unityville's ready to see a changeling buzzing about. So what kind of job are you trying to get?"
Fang scratched his head. "Well, I was wondering what the pay for being a member of the Elements of Heroism is. But I'm still not certain I want to join. So I guess I'll be searching for any help wanted signs in town today after I drop you off. But before any of that, breakfast." The two of them set to devouring their breakfast, and Fang dropped Narico off at school. "Try not to get into trouble, okay? I'll pick you up when school's out."
"Okay." Narico said with a hug before giving Fang a big hug. "See you then big brother!" And with that, Narico rushed inside the schoolhouse. Ms. Cherilee introduced him to the class, and Narico waved politely before going to his desk. Right next to him was Apple Bloom, Sweetie Belle, and Scootaloo. "Hi! Nice to meet you!"
Apple Bloom smiled. "Hi there! Narico, right? Ah'm Apple Bloom. And these are my friends. Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo." Apple Bloom was about to continue when Diamond Tiara rudely interrupted.
"Oh please! Like the new kid wants to waste time with losers like you!" Diamond Tiara said with a sneer. "You don't even have your talent crests yet!"
Narico saw how upset Diamond Tiara was making the girls, so he decided to do something about. "Hey. Wanna see something cool?" Diamond Tiara shrugged. "Alright then. Close your eyes." Narico disguised his shape shifting as standard magic, and assumed his changeling form. "Open them up!" As soon as Diamond Tiara opened her eyes. "Hi." Narico greeted. And Diamond Tiara screamed! Narico was quite pleased with himself. That is, until Cherilee walked over to his desk with a cross expression on her face. Narico shrunk back into his seat. "Am. . . I in trouble?"
"No Narico." Cherilee said with a sigh. "You were right to teach Diamond Tiara a lesson. But next time, I'd prefer it if you just came to me and told me about the problem. You're new, so I'll let you off with a warning this time. Now then, I believe we should get started."
Narico nodded, and picked up his pencil. I wonder what Fang's up to?
Meanwhile, Fang had lucked out in finding a job. It turned out that Shadow Thunder's cosplay shop was in need of an extra hand or two. "Thanks for hiring me Shadow. I could really use the work."
"No problem!" Shadow said with a smile as he and Fang took care of moving some boxes full of new costume supplies. "I'm always down to help a friend out when they need it. Plus, running this shop on my own can be pretty difficult. So having some extra help on-hand is always appreciated. But I didn't think you'd be staying here after the festival. What changed your mind?"
Fang stumbled a little at Shadow's questioning. "Oh. Well, I've got this little brother of mine. He's. . . adopted. And he sort of tagged along with me when I decided to come here to Unityville. He wound up liking it here, so I decided to rent a house for us to stay at. I was a bit strapped for cash since I had only planned on a one-person lifestyle. So, here I am."
"So you've got a sibling too, huh?" Shadow asked with a smile. "Join the club. I'm the baby of my family too. The youngest out of my brothers. So when did your family adopt your little brother?"
Fang's ears twitched at being asked this. "Well, I kinda took him in myself. He was all alone, and I couldn't just leave him. So I kinda just made him part of my family. At least until his own comes looking for him."
"Well, family's not defined by blood." Shadow said as he and Fang set the box down. "It's the people you're close to that makes you family. Right now? I'd say your Narico's family. Kind of like me and the other Elements of Heroism are family. Heck, I guess you could say that the Elements of Harmony are like sisters to some of us!"
Fang smiled and wagged his tail. "You guys are that close, huh?"
"Yup! And you're part of that family too!" Shadow said with a nod. "You might not have joined our team, but that doesn't mean you're not getting closer to us."
Fang took a deep breath. "Thanks Shadow." Fang's day soon ended, and he headed to the schoolhouse to pick up Narico. "Hey there little bro. How was your first day?"
"It was pretty good." Narico said with a smile. "I scared a bully using my magic! The Ms. Cherilee was little upset about it, but I didn't get into too much trouble!"
Fang chuckled. "As long as it was just a warning, you should be fine. Just be careful though. We can't have anyone finding out your secret. Come on. Let's grab some ice cream." Fang took Narico to Sugar Cube Corner, and he couldn't help but smile as he saw Narico go crazy on his sundae. Not a bad first day. Not bad at all.

	
		Episode 9: Adoring Public



Fang let out a yawn as he woke up. Saturday. Fang thought to himself with a smile as he stretched and scratched his wolf ears. My day off, and I get to spend some quality time with my little brother. Fang sprung to his feet, and walked over to Narico's bed. "C'mon Narico. Enough sleeping in. It's the weekend!"
"I'm up." Narico mumbled as he got out of bed. "Just let me get changed." In a flash of green fire, Narico assumed his human disguise. "So what's for breakfast?"
Fang scratched his head. "I was thinking we could grab something quick from Sugar Cube Corner." He then noticed the excited look on Narico's face, and chuckled. "No. That doesn't mean you're having cake for breakfast." Narico pouted as Fang patted him on the head. "We'd better go while we can still grab a seat." Fang took Narico by the hand, and the two of them headed to Sugar Cube Corner. They were soon greeted with a blast of confetti to the face.
"SURPRISE!" Pinkie hollered as she and both sets of elements switched on the lights! "You two had no idea how long it took me to roll this into a two-for-one 'Welcome to Unityville' party, but it was worth it!"
Narico smirked as he looked up to Fang. "What was that you were saying about not having cake for breakfast?" And with that, the two proceeded to enjoy their welcoming party. All was going well until Fang accidentally bumped into Fluttershy! The two winding up on the floor from their collision.
"Oh my! I'm so sorry!' Fluttershy said nervously. "I should have-" Fluttershy stopped herself when she noticed Fang's ears and tail. 
Fang blinked in confusion. "Uh, my bad. I should've aahhh-!" Fang was surprised when Fluttershy zipped over to him and started touching his ears and nuzzling him! His tail began to wag in response to the affection. "H-Hey! What's the deal with this?!"
"So cuuute~!" Fluttershy squealed in delight. "Your wolf ears and tail are so adorable! I just want to pet and snuggle you all day long! How did you get like this? Did your parents get you housebroken? Do you like belly rubs?"
Fang frowned at Fluttershy's questions and pampering. "I'm NOT a pet! Or an animal! And could you please get off of me?!"
"I gotcha bud." Tyrannus Rex said as he walked over to him. "Sorry about this. My girlfriend tends to get a little crazy around animals. Or anything remotely cute. Sit tight. I'll have her off of you in a second." Tyrannus managed to pry Fluttershy off of Fang. "Name's Tyrannus Rex. Call me Ty."
Fang smiled. "I'm Fang. And thanks for the save back there. Though I guess I can't blame Fluttershy for freaking out over my ears and tail. I'm just glad I didn't make puppy dog eyes at her. She might have never let go of me."
"Please. Just because you have wolf ears doesn't mean you can be that good at-" Tyrannus stopped himself when he saw fang sitting in a crouching position making puppy dogs. "I take it back. You're too good at that." Unknown to the two of them, Fluttershy had snapped a picture of Fang making puppy dog eyes. A picture that she immediately sent to almost every cute enthusiast in Unityville. 
The next day, Fang stirred as he heard a bunch of murmuring outside his house. "Hm?" He got to his feet, and opened the window blinds. Only to be met with a flurry of camera flashes and girls freaking out over his picture! "Ah! What the-?!" As soon as his eyes recovered from the assault of camera flashes, Fang headed to the front door and peered out the peephole. He was stunned to see a mass of girls outside! And thanks to his advanced hearing, Fang could pick up on the subject of all their chatter. That subject being him. "Why do I have the feeling that I should've worn my hoodie yesterday?" Fang groaned.
"Fang?" Narico mumbled as he stumbled out of bed. "What's going on?" Narico was startled when one of the random girls crowding the window pressed her face against the glass. "I didn't expect you to get popular with ladies so soon." Narico joked as he tried to make light of the situation.
"All this attention from an adoring public, and I haven't even joined the Elements of Heroism yet. . ." Fang muttered to himself. "Well, there's only one thing to do." 
Narico tilted his head in curiosity. "And what's that big bro?"
"Easy. . ." Fang said with a smile. He then burst out the door running at top speed about five seconds later. "RUN LIKE TARTARUS!" Fang ran as far as he could, and dove into a nearby bush. Once the mob of fan girls had passed, Fang breathed a sigh of relief. "Days like this are why I used to hide my ears." Fang grumbled to himself. He then heard his stomach grumble. "Man! I haven't eaten breakfast yet!" Fang threw himself on the ground, and sighed. However, a particular scent wafted near his nose. "Is that. . . bacon?" Fang cautiously got back to his feet, and saw Fluttershy standing nearby holding a plate full of said bacon. He promptly stumbled back. "AH! Don't maul me with snuggles!"
"Um, I'm sorry things turned out this way." Fluttershy said meekly. "I didn't know a crowd would show up at your house. And I'm also sorry for yesterday at your party."
Fang slowly walked over, and grabbed a strip of bacon. "If this is your peace offering, it isn't enough."
"Well, what else can I do then?" Fluttershy asked.
Fang lay on his back, and patted on his belly. "You did ask me if I liked belly rubs." And Fang couldn't help but wag his tail happily upon receiving belly rubs from Fluttershy. Never a dull moment here. At least things won't be boring around town.

The Changeling Hive
Chrysalis stared crossly at the spy drone who had entered the room. "You had better bring me good news drone." She said with frustration present in her voice. "Speak."
"My queen. We have found the runaway nymph designated Narico." The drone replied shakily. "B-but he resides in Unityville! The home of the Elements of Harmony AND the Elements of Heroism!"
Chrysalis stayed still upon her throne before a devious smile crept across her face. "Well then, we'll just have to pay the dear nymph a visit why won't we? It's about time he be reunited with his family. . ."

	
		Episode 10: Family



Fang smiled as he and Narico sat down for breakfast that morning. It had only been a few days since they'd moved into Unityville. And much to their surprise, they found themselves right at him. Hard to believe that I adopted him only a couple days ago, and he's already close to me like we're actual siblings. Fang thought to himself as he watched Narico devour a bowl of cereal. "If you're all filled up now, it's time to get going to school. I'll pick you up once you get out."
"See you then Fang!" Narico chirped as he rushed over to his backpack. The young changeling shifting into a more human appearance and slinging his backpack over his shoulders. "Ready!"
Fang chuckled at Narico's enthusiasm just to go to school. Then again, he is friends with those three girls. Here's hoping they haven't been getting into too much trouble. "Alright. No need to go full-speed Narico." Fang took Narico by the hand, and the two exited the house. However, as they made their way to the school, a most unwanted figure sensed Narico's presence. Ever since Narico had left the hive, Chrysalis had sent out stealth observers to search for the nymph. And one such spy had just sensed Narico in Unityville through using the mental link all changeling shared. The drone flew off back to Chrysalis to report his findings.
"So. That is where he has taken refuge." Chrysalis said with a bemused expression as she sat on her throne. "Well then. I believe we should send a proper escort for his return." Chrysalis clenched the arms of her throne with her hands as she thought of her plans for Narico. A small squadron of soldier changelings stood before him. "Go. Retrieve the nymph. And make sure to be covert about it. My endgame is currently in progress. And any attention drawn to us is sure to hinder my progress. Now go!" The soldier changelings saluted, and their wings buzzed as they flew towards Unityville. 
The hours passed by quickly at Suit Up Cosplay. Namely because Fang enjoyed his work there. Shadow Thunder was a good boss to work for. Especially since Fang got a designated break period to pick up Narico from school. Which was to happen right about now. "Think you can manage things while I pick up my litte bro?"
"I'm sure the place won't catch fire if you're gone for a couple minutes." Shadow Thunder said with a chuckle. "Besides, I've got siblings myself. I can relate to where you're coming from. Don't keep Narico waiting long, or he might think you forgot about him!"
Fang gave Shadow a small smile, and shook his head as he left the cosplay shop and headed over to the schoolhouse. Sure enough, Fang found Narico making a run towards him at full speed and jumping onto him! "WHOA!" Fang feigned surprise, and hit the ground while Narico was clinging to him. "So I take it you had fun?"
"Uh huh!" Narico said with an excited nod. And with that, he and Fang began to make their way home. However, Narico soon froze in his tracks. He began to shake all over suddenly when he felt a presence that wasn't supposed to be in Unityville. Fang took notice of Narico's panicked state.
"Narico? What's wrong?" Fang asked as he knelt down to Narico's level, and put his hands on Narico's shoulders. "You look pretty spooked."
Narico shivered a little. "There aren't supposed to be any other people like me here. . . " Narico said as he trembled. His response both puzzling Fang, and putting him on edge. A feeling only intensified by the approach of an odd group of people.
"There you are!" The leader of the group exclaimed as he spotted Narico. "We've been looking for you for quite a long time Narico. You had us worried."
Fang stepped in front of Narico, and addressed the group. "Who are you people? And what do you want with Narico?"
"We should thank you for caring for him for so long." The leader said with a smile. "We are his family. And we have come to take him back home with us." He then extended his hand.
Fang took a sniff in the odd group's general direction, and narrowed his eyes as he got their scent. He could smell it clearly. The true intent of these strangers. "Sure you are. . . " Fang said with a cautious glance towards Narico. "Would you excuse Narico and I for a moment? There's a call I need to make." Fang and Narico broke away from the group of disguised changelings, and Fang dialed up Shadow's number. "Shadow? Something's up. A bunch of people just showed up claiming to be Narico's family. Yes, I know it's weird. Could you tail us and bring that weapon you have? I could use some backup if things get. . . rough. Great. Thanks." Fang hung up, and led Narico by the hand. 
"Don't worry." Fang whispered to Narico. "I'm not gonna let them do a thing to you. I promise." Fang then turned his attention to the disguised changelings. "Hope you don't mind, but I'd like to follow Narico. I just want to make sure he's safe on the journey home." Fang stared down the disguised changeling commander. "There's no problems with that, is there?"
The disguised changeling's eye twitched slightly at Fang's question. "Of. . . course not." The disguised changelings led Fang and Narico towards the outskirts of Unityville.
"So. How much farther to Narico's home?" Fang asked with narrowed eyes.
The disguised changeling commander's face soon sported a vicious smile. "Don't worry. YOUR JOURNEY ENDS NOW!" The changelings dropped their disguises, and came at Fang!
"Narico! RUN!" Fang shouted as he charged at the changelings! Slugging the commander right in the face! However, he was severely outnumbered and was pinned by the changelings! The commander advancing towards the freightened nymph who had dropped his disguise out of sheer shock and fear! "NARICO!" Fang screamed! "Don't you dare lay a finger on my little brother!" Fang struggled against the changelings pinning him down! 
The changeling commander smirked at Fang's plight, and turned his gaze to Narico. "It's time to return home youngling. Our queen has quite the pressing matter to discuss with you. . ." But before the changeling commander could even lay a finger on Narico, a navy blue blur came down from the sky! Striking the changeling commander! "AGH!" Sparks showered out as the sound of a weapon striking chitin was heard!
"Hope I'm not late to the beatdown!" Shadow Thunder said with a smirk as he landed and raised his spear. He then looked to Narico. "Narico? Is. . . that you?" But before Shadow could further question Narico, he noticed Fang pinned under the pile of changelings! "Get to safety Narico! I'll handle these creeps!" Shadow flew at the changelings pinning Fang down, and bashed them away with his Duelist Arm! "Fang! You okay?!"
Fang groaned as he got to his feet. "Yeah. I'll be fine. . ." Fang got into a fighting stance. "I'm pretty sure we can take on these things together. Let's go!" The two charged at the changelings! Shadow slashing at any and all that came out them! Sparks showering forth from where he'd slashed them! 
"Looks like these guys are made of tougher stuff than the the Nightmare Forces! That, or they're not pure evil." Shadow noted as he observed the sparks dissipating.
"All the same," Fang growled. "I'm not letting them take my little brother! NOT WITHOUT A FIGHT!" Fang rushed the changeling commander, but was knocked back by a blast of magic!
The changeling commander's hand was trailing green smoke as he lowered his hand. "What a stupid mutt. Maybe you haven't realized it yet, but we're bugs that bite back!"
"Yeah? Well. . . " Fang shot towards the changeling commander! "SO DO I!" Fang the bit down on the commander's arm! However, this gave the commander a chance to repeatedly punch Fang in the gut! "GGGNNNNGGH!" Fang screamed in muffled pain as he refused to release his hold on the commander's arm! I'm not gonna let go! Even if it kills me! Fang thought as he maintained his bite for dear life! 
Shadow Thunder saw his friend's peril and tried to come to Fang's aid, but the changelings he was engaging pursued him through the air! Grounding him with a few blasts of magic! "AGH!" Shadow fell to the ground, and noticed the wing that was hit twitching in pain from the blast! "Maybe I should've brought along some bug spray. . . "
"Hope this is a good substitute." A voice called out as a charged blast shot towards the changeling commander! The commander screamed as the lightning ripped through him right after the impact of the charge shot struck him right on his wings! Burst Stream blew out the smoke trailing from his blaster! "Hey everyone. Hope you don't mind if I brought some more friends along." At that moment, Inferno Flare, Arctic Ace, Tyrannus Rex, and Dark Ice arrived. "Let's swat some bugs!"
The Elements of Heroism charged forth at the remaining changelings that were swarming Shadow! "Hands off ugly!" Dark Ice screamed as he swatted away a large number of the changelings with his claymore! "You want to get to our brother?"
"You need to get past us first." Ace said in a cool tone as he got into a fighting stance. The group readied themselves for the changelings' charge at them, but it never came as they were sent flying by a blast of thunder!
Tyrannus Rex smiled as he lowered his cannon. "Just thought I'd give them a thunderous send-off." Tyrannus then saw the changelings he'd dispatched vanish in a flash of green flame. "I didn't hit them that hard, did I?"
Meanwhile, the changeling commander had recovered from Burst's charge shot, and saw Inferno Flare helping Fang leave the battlefield! "You're not getting away that easy!" But as he flew at Fang and Inferno, he felt something strike his side! Sparks flying from where he'd been struck! The commander got to his feet, and saw Burst Stream with his sword drawn. 
"Maybe you guys didn't hear, but we protect this kingdom." Burst Stream replied as he turned to face the changeling commander. He then pointed his sword right at him. "You bit us, so we bit you back. I'd say we're pretty even. Take your forces and leave. This is your first and only warning." The commander just hissed in response. "Well, time to whip out the bug zapper again." Burst sheathed his sword, and drew his blasters.Chargning both up, and unleashing a dual charge shot! Leaving the changeling commander covered in scorch marks!
"This. . . isn't over yet. . . " The changeling commander hissed as he weakly stood up. "You may have beaten us, but we are merely part of a larger hive! And soon, under our queen, we shall swarm you! Your kingdom will become our own! Our queen's plan is already in motion! You fools have no idea what's coming!"
Burst steeled his gaze. "Yeah, I figured you'd say that. You all look like grunts anyway. Inferno? Give him an explosive send-off."
"Got it Burst." Inferno Flare said with a nod as he charged up his own blaster, and fired a blast of flame that exploded when it hit the changeling commander! When the smoke cleared, he had vanished in a flash of green fire. "Huh. I'm pretty sure that never happened when we destroyed any of the Nightmare Forces."
Burst shook his head. "That was an emergency teleport spell. It's used to transport heavily injured people to a safe point where they can heal. And I'd say that specific spell's destination was the hive mentioned. What that guy said does worry me, but we can focus on that later. Right now," Burst looked back in the direction of Unityville. "I think we'd better see how Fang's holding up." The Elements of Heroism returned to Unityville, and saw the rest of the Main 6 heading to Fluttershy's cottage. Sure enough, the found the Main 6, Fang, and Narico inside. 
Fluttershy was tending to Fang's injuries while Twilight was observing Narico and furiously scribbling down a mess of notes. Fang slowly got up as he noticed Burst Stream and the others enter. "I'm guessing you'd all like an explanation for why those things attacked? Well, that's only fair." Fang then looked to Narico. "Sorry Narico. Looks like the secret's out." Fang returned his gaze to the Elements of Heroism and noticed that the Main 6 had shifted their focus to him as well. "Narico is actually a young changeling I found hiding in plain sight during the Nightmare Night festival not too long ago. I knew he was different because of his scent. He was all alone, and I couldn't just leave him as he was. So, I adopted him. From what I can gather, the changelings that attacked today were after Narico. I don't have an exact answer for why they did, but I've got a pretty good guess."
"Maybe it's because I'm different from everyone. . . " Narico said sadly. "I look a lot like everyone else, but I don't act the same. I don't feel hungry like all the other changelings do. But why is that a bad thing?" Narico's eyes began to tear up a bit. "Isn't it a good thing to feel full?"
Fang gave Narico a small smile. "Narico, being different isn't bad at all. In fact, it's a very good thing. Take a look at these people." Fang gestured to the Main 6 and the Elements of Heroism. "They've been able to do so many great things because none of them are exactly alike. Each of them has something special." Fang then pointed to Narico's heart. "Just like you." Fang's tail wagged when he saw Narico beam at the compliment. However, Fang's face turned serious. "Burst. You know that offer you made? Is it still available?"
"As far as I'm concerned, there was no expiration date on it in the first place." Burst Stream stated. "And I'm guessing you brought it up because of today's events. Why didn't you summon your Duelist Arm?"
Fang sighed. "Because today, someone close to me was put in danger. My little brother was attacked, and I got my tail kicked out there." Fang clenched his fist as he reflected upon the recent events of the day. "That's something I don't want to happen again." Night Fang steeled his gaze. "I want to protect my family. To show anyone stupid enough to attack my home that I won't back down. But right now I'm not strong enough. Please! Let me fight with you! Maybe it sounds selfish that I'm only joining because I've got a personal stake in this, but I'm not gonna call it quits if you shoot me down!"
"Fang. What you're doing is far from selfish." Burst Stream said with a smile. "Your want to protect what's precious to you. And you've got the sheer determination to see that through." Burst exteneded his arm, and held out his fist. "We'd be happy to have you on our team."
Night Fang smirked as he fist-bumped Burst Stream. "So. How hard's the training?"
"Thinking of calling it quits, are we?" Burst Stream joked.
Night Fang chuckled. "As if! Real heroes never quit!" The group of friends shared a laugh, and soon went their separate ways. Once they were back home, Fang noticed Narico was clinging to his hand pretty hard. "Narico? Are you still scared from what happened earlier today?"
"No." Narico shook his head. "It's just, I don't know where my home is anymore. Or if I even have a family."
Fang frowned, and put his hands on Narico's shoulders as he knelt down to his level. "Listen Narico. Family isn't where you're from, or what you are. And home isn't were you live. A home is where you feel safe. And a family is the people who care about you. It's where you feel that you belong."
Narico slowly smiled as he hugged his adoptive brother. "Then you're my home Fang!"
"I sure am." Fang said with a chuckle. "I sure am."

	
		Episode 11: Date Night



It was getting to be late in the afternoon. Burst Stream was lying on his couch, and staring at the ceiling. Yesterday was crazy. Burst thought to himself. I figured a new enemy faction might show up. That's how anime and Power Rangers works. But I honestly didn't expect them to show up so late. And of course they're stronger than the Nightmare Forces. But sitting around worrying my head off about the changelings isn't going to make beating them any easier. Not to mention they've been quiet since we beat back their first wave. I need to get my mind off of that last battle.
Burst Stream pulled out his phone, and texted Celestia. She must be pretty busy if she hasn't been able to text me. That, or she's been waiting for me to make the first move. She does seem like the one to play the long game. He was surprised when his phone started to ring. Burst promptly answered. "Hi Celestia! Didn't expect to hear from you so quickly."
"Sorry to be silent for so long Burst Stream." Celestia said with a giggle. "But in fact, that's partially why I'm calling you. In addition to your recent text. I've been planning something just for us, and tonight it should be ready. I do hope you enjoy it."
Burst smiled and blushed slightly. "So. . . just what exactly do you have in store for me?"
"Come by the castle. I promise you won't be disappointed." Celestia replied. And somehow, Burst knew she was winking on her end of the phone as she hung up.
"Well. I know how I'm spending my evening." Burst thought out loud. He then froze at a sudden realization. Wait a minute. Shouldn't I have been the one to plan something grand? Burst Stream thought on this for a minute before shrugging. Nah! That's a tired old trope. Burst slipped on his iconic coat, and headed out on the next train to Castalot. He watched as the sun slowly set over the horizon. I guess Celestia's getting ready for tonight too. 
The train soon stopped at Castalot Station, and Burst Stream stepped out. He immediately headed towards the castle, and was surprised when the guards asked for his autograph. Well, my friends and I have been showing up in the media more lately. I'm surprised we don't have a fan club by now. No matter. None of us planned to get recognized to begin with. Burst happily signed the guards' helmets, and made his way to the throne room. "Weird. This is usually where I meet Celestia."
At that moment, Luna nad noticed Burst's arrival. "Ah! Burst Stream! I see you received my sister's summons?"
"You could say that." Burst Stream said with a nod. "Usually I meet her in the throne room. But for some reason, she's not here."
Luna's eyes brightened up in realization. "Oh! I had heard her worrying herself that she forgot to mention where you should meet her. Allow me to escort you to her!" Burst Stream barely had time to blink when Luna gripped his hand, and flew through the halls! Coming to a stop in front of a large, white door with golden designs on it. "Enjoy your evening!" And with that, Luna zipped away to her tower.
"Here goes nothing. . . " Burst muttered to himself as he knocked on Celestia's door. "Uh, Celestia? It's Burst."
"Be right there!" Celestia answered from the other side. Not a few seconds later, Celestia opened her door and greeted Burst. "Well? How do I look?" Celestia's outfit was a little black dress that showed off just enough to make Burst blush.
"Divine." Burst said quickly. His face turned red at the unintentional joke he'd made at the moment.
The sun goddess giggled at Burst's reaction. "Not the most original compliment a goddess has heard, but flattering nonetheless."
Burst smiled sheepishly. "So. . . what did you have planned for tonight?"
"I was hoping you'd join me for dinner." Celestia said with a smile. "And I can see you came in your work outfit."
Burst chuckled. "It's not work if I enjoy what I do. Hope you didn't have th kitchen staff working too hard just to try and please my taste buds."
"Who said anything about dining in my home?" Celestia asked as she extended her hand to Burst. "What's the point of going out on a date if we stay in?"
Burst smiled as he took Celestia's hand. "You got me there." And with that, the couple made their way to the restaurant Celestia had made reservations for. The two of them soon seated. "So I'm guessing this is something other than paperwork that's been keeping you busy?"
"I'd call this a labor of love." Celestia said with a smile. "Though it wasn't that hard to make a reservation thanks to the perks of royalty."
Burst couldn't help but feel warm around Celestia. Not because she controlled the sun, but rather it was the feeling she gave him when he was with her. "So, not to sound rude, but what made you pull off all of this for me?"
Celestia gazed contemplatively at the glass of water she held in her hands. "Tell me Burst. Do you remember when you first met me?" Burst nodded in response, and Celestia smiled warmly. "You had no idea who I was, and yet you made a promise to me. When you talked, you didn't see my position or who I was. To you, I was just like anyone else."
"Are you, upset about that?" Burst asked in a concerned tone. 
Celestia blinked, and shook her head. "No Burst. Not in the least. In fact, it made me quite happy. And in some part, because of you, I'm happier than I've been in a long time." Celestia sighed. "Allow me to be perfectly honest. You're far from the first suitor I've had in my immortal life. But those who have pursued me in the past only did so for my title, or the power that comes with my position. And no one who was of a status far below mine ever dared to try and court me because they assumed someone like me was too good for them. Because they all thought of me so highly, I was placed on a pedestal. Isolated from the very people who put me up there." Celestia then looked into Burst's eyes lovingly. "And then, one day, who should I run into again but you. Even upon realizing my identity, you still saw me as any other person. It may not be ideal, but right now? With you? This is the most normal I've felt. And our dance at the Grand Gala? I was screaming with joy on the inside. I have to know. Why do you see me only as a person?"
"Gee. Asking the big question already, huh?" Burst said as he scratched his head. "Well, I guess it's because you believed in me. Especially when everyone else thought I was an idiot for making that promise of mine." Burst took a deep breath. "When I pieced together the truth about you and your sister, I didn't see some perfect princess. I saw someone who was alone and sad. Somebody who lost the one person they loved the most, and had to hide so much sadness and pain away from everyone. Someone who couldn't afford to cry. And I couldn't let that stand. I was at a pretty low point when my whole class mocked me for my promise. Because they didn't understand what you were going through. Or how hurt you must have felt for so long. But that's when I met you. And when I looked in your eyes, I saw you believed in me. I didn't care if I knew you or not. Just the fact you believed I could fulfill my promise made me so happy. And right when I began my training, I swore that I'd find you again after I'd fulfilled the promise I made." 
Burst Stream looked into Celestia's eyes. "I didn't have to look for too long. I won't lie. Finding out the same person who believed in me was also the one I'd made my promise to was pretty big news to me. But in the end? I didn't care. All that really mattered, all that I really wanted, was the chance to see your real smile. But after knowing you? I just can't get you out of my head. And to top it all off, you've got a hold on my heart too. From how I've seen that you ruled, and because of the time we've spent together, well," He then began to blush. "I guess what I'm trying to say is. . . I love you Celestia."
Complete silence reigned between the two of them. However, Burst Stream's heart was beating madly in his chest. He was panicking at the full confession of his feelings. And his mind was screaming. Great. This setting practically screams romantic! No wonder I poured my heart out! She probably thinks I'm a total idiot! AGH! However, he was snapped out of his mental ramblings when he felt Celestia place one of her hands on his cheek and pull his face towards hers. Sealing it with a kiss.
About a minute passed before Celestia released Burst Stream. Her eyes tearing up out of joy. "I can afford to cry a bit more now. Because I know you'll be there to save the day. My Dragon Knight."
Burst smiled as he held Celestia's hand. "Pet names already, Sunshine?"
Celestia smiled. "It's because of how you fight. Baring all of your might and never backing down until you've either fought with all you can, or until you've won. That's the way true dragons fought according to Starswirl."
"If that's the case, I can't think of anyone who lights up my life more than you." Burst said with a smile. However, he was soon snapped back into reality when he heard his stomach growl. "Looks like we our hearts are full. But we forgot about our stomachs!"
Celestia laughed at hearing this. "I think I'll pass on the cake tonight. You've already given something far sweeter."

	
		Episode 12: Swarmed



The Elements of Heroism were training at the very edge of the Everfree Forest, and their newest members were striving to improve their fighting ability. Night Fang rolled out of the way as he dodged a thunder blast from Tyrannus Rex's cannon! "Glad to see you guys aren't making this easy on me!" Night Fang said with a smirk as he leapt at Ty! Only to get batted back to the ground by Shadow Thunder. "All this training's gonna pay off in no time." Fang narrowed his eyes at the memory of the first strike by the changelings. I wasn't ready last time. But now? Fang looked down to the clawed gauntlet on his left arm. Now I've got a set of sharper fangs to bare at my enemy. "Sorry Shadow. But I'm grounding you!" Fang pulled on a lever within his gauntlet, and the claws shot out on chains! The chained claws wrapped around Shadow's leg, and Fang yanked him to the ground!
"WHOA!" Shadow yelped as he fell to the ground! "I didn't think your gauntlet had that ability Fang."  Shadow dusted himself off, and got into a fighting stance. "I guess it helps that I've got a fellow newbie to train with now."
Inferno chuckled at hearing this as he and Burst observed their newest members training. "Don't sell yourselves short. You're making good on your potential so far. The two of you are way better than either of you began." Inferno then noted the contemplative look on Burst's face. "Burst? Yo! Earth to Burst Stream! What's got you down?"
"Huh?" Burst shook his head. "Oh. Sorry for spacing out there Inferno. But that last battle we had against the changelings has got me a bit worried. That commander said there was a greater plan at work." Burst Stream then crossed his arms as his gaze steeled. "But what's even more troubling is that he said that force was part of a larger hive. I've got a feeling deep in my gut that what we fought were just scouts for their hive. And that they're all too happy to inform that queen they mentioned about us." Burst Stream then looked to the sky. "Inferno? I think we just kicked the hornet's nest."

The Changeling Hive
Chrysalis gazed upon the footage of her soldiers' battle against the Elements of Heroism. "So. It appears that this new team of elements is more than a match for my standard soldiers and drones." Chrysalis smiled wickedly, revealing her fangs. "Well then. Perhaps I should prepare a special opponent for 'heroes' of their stature." Chrysalis then looked to one of her drone attendants. "Go. Bring Blade and his fellow mutants to me. I believe it's time they get some much needed exercise."
Mere minutes later, Blade and the other mutant changelings were brought before Chrysalis. "So. What's this I hear about you finally letting us loose?" Blade asked as he loosened up his neck. "I could care less about why. But I guess we might as well know why you're finally letting us get some fresh air. This musty old hive can be stuffy."
"Your insolent demeanor aside," Chrysalis said with a frown. "It has come to light that there is a new team of elements that has formed alongside the Elements of Harmony. They are known as the Elements of Heroism, and they pose a credible threat to my plans and future reign over this land. I had sent a small force out to retrieve a person of interest, but the Elements of Heroism intervened. Quickly dispatching them. Which is where all of you come in. I want you to engage this threat to my plan, and eliminate it. Any objections? Much like your two fellow mutants?"
Blade smirked as his arm blade shot out from his forearms and he took hold of their handles. "I was wondering when I'd get my first chance to show-off my namesake." He then reached for his back, and a scythe unfolded. The acid-green blade glowing ominously. "Time to see if Harvester's still sharp." And with that, the mutant changelings departed the hive. Either by flying through the air, or burrowing through the ground. They soon sighted their target.
Fang had just gotten to sparring with Arctic Ace when his ears picked up on the sound of wings buzzing. He stood in an alert position, and sniffed the air. Fang's eyes went wide when he picked up on a group of unfamiliar scents in the area. Some were coming from above. But others. . . "Guys! Get back!" Fang shouted as the earth beneath them exploded! Carapace and Constrictor shook the dirt from their bodies, and assumed fighting stances. Silk Snare and Stinger emerging soon afterwards.
"You had to make that hornet's analogy, didn't you?" Inferno asked Burst. "Looks like we're about to get stung big time!" Inferno whipped out his blaster and drew his sword. Suddenly, a hail of stingers rained down upon the heroes! Upon making impact, the stingers exploded! Causing the Elements of Heroism to seek cover behind nearby trees! "I didn't think they'd take it that literally!"
Needle soon landed alongside Blade. The Elements of Heroism had just come out from behind their cover with their weapons readied. "So. You're the Elements of Heroism that the queen wants eliminated." Blade then slung his scythe across his back. "I gotta say. I didn't expect you bunch to scare so easily."
"I'm guessing you're not like the standard drones we swatted a few days back." Burst remarked. "Looks like you've got more bugs to your collection than the last batch of changelings let on."
Blade sneered. "Then let me just show you how different we are!" Blade flew at Burst Stream with his scythe raised! Burst saw him coming, and ran forward! Sliding across the ground on his back to avoid the scythe's blade! But to Burst's surprise, Blade embedded the blade of his scythe into the ground! Suddenly, a new blade shot out from Blade's calves! "I've got more than one edge to me!" Blade thrust his leg right towards Burst's shoulder! 
"Ngh!" Burst grunted as he rolled out of the way! He whipped out one of his blasters, and fired right at Blade's chest! But the blast had little effect on the praying mantis changeling! "This isn't starting out so good. . ."
At the same time, the other Elements of Heroism weren't faring much better! Ice raised his claymore to block each of the tail lashes that Stinger sent his way! "This guy is getting pretty annoying!" Ice complained as he tried to keep his position steady! The more he tried to advance towards the scorpion changeling, the more frequently Stinger would jab his tail at Ice! I really don't want to know how bad of a sting that tail's got!
Tyrannus was engaging the beetle changeling called Carapace. A shot from his cannon managed to slightly wind Carapace, but not for long! Tyrannus tried to punch Carapace square in the chest, but a cracking sound came from the impact! "AGH!" Ty clutched his broken hand! "What are these guys made of?!"
Carapace thumped his chest. "Our chitin is made of sterner stuff than the regular changelings. You hit me." Carapace's horn began to glow and crackle with yellow energy. "Now it's my turn." Carapace fired a blast of destructive energy that sent Tyrannus flying! "Now you're the ones being swatted around." Carapace rushed Tyrannus, and punched him in the gut! Winding the tank of the Elements of Heroism! Carapace then slung Tyrannus over his shoulder. "Sealing you in a cocoon back at the hive should more than qualify as neutralizing your threat."
Meanwhile, Ace and Inferno tried to gain an aerial advantage. But their efforts were dashed as Needle fired a storm of explosive stingers at the ground! The stingers exploded upon impact, and knocked around Ace and Inferno! "Sorry! But you Skyborn are staying grounded!" Needle said with a sneer as he buzzed around the two!
"Buzz off!" Inferno snapped a he fired his blaster! The shot of flame managing to singe Needle's wing and send him falling to the ground! "Now we're even!" Inferno fired a charged shot at Needle, and then charged right at the wasp changeling!
Ace was about to join Inferno in his charge, but he felt something snare his wings! Ace looked out the corner of his eye, and saw a strand of webbing caught onto his wing! "What the-?!" He then felt himself being yanked away from the fight! 
Silk Snare then proceeded to web Ace! "Good. At least no one has to get hurt this way." Silk Snare mused to herself. However, that wasn't how her actions were seen by one of Ace's siblings.
"ACE!" Shadow screamed as he broke off from facing Constrictor! "Get your claws off my brother!" However, Constrictor extended his body to block Shadow's path! "OUT OF MY WAY!" Shadow used his spear to strike at Constrictor's soft underbelly! Making the centipede changeling cringe in pain! Dark Ice noticed Shadow's intent, but couldn't join him with Stinger's barrage of tail jabs!
However, Shadow was soon grounded by an energy blast from Carapace's horn! The beetle changeling hovering over to where Shadow was falling, and catching him before slinging him over his shoulder alongside Tyrannus. This tore it for Dark Ice as he broke away from his fight with Stinger! Screaming as he charged at Carapace! "RRRRAAUUUUGGHH!" Ice slashed Carapace hard across the chest! Leaving a visible wound with how much force he put into his swing! "LET! THEM GO!" Ice screamed as he continued to strike with as much force and fury he could muster! Carapace visibly showing damage from each swing of Ice's claymore!
Silk Snare was so shocked at the turn of Carapace's fight that she left Ace unattended long enough for Fang to cut him loose with his claw gauntlet. Fang was poised to strike at Silk Snare, but froze when he caught a familiar scent on him. "Why. . . why do you smell like him?!"
"Smell like who? Who are you talking about?!" Silk Snare asked.
Fang narrowed his eyes. "You have my little brother's scent on you! Why do you smell like Narico?!"
"Narico?" Silk's eyes went wide at hearing Narico's name. "Tell me! Is he safe? Have you done anything to him?!"
Fang tilted his head in confusion. "What does it matter to you that Narico's safe? Some of your people tried to take him back to your hive! I don't know what you want with him, but I'm not handing Narico over!"
"He's in good hands then. . ." Silk Snare said breathlessly.
Fang's mind was running through a particular bit of information Narico had told him. Wait. Is she the "big sis" that Narico mentioned? The one who told him to run away from the hive? But why did she tell him to run? "Something tells me you're not on board with eliminating us, are you?" But before Fang could get an answer, one of Needle's stray explosive stingers went off! As the smoke cleared, Fang saw Silk Snare skittering away on her extra spider legs. "So much for answers!"
Back at Inferno and Needle's fight, Inferno had gotten in a few good hits on the wasp changeling. However, the barrage of explosive stingers had banged him up a bit. However, the barrage of projectiles gave Inferno an idea. "Let's see how he likes a taste of his own medicine." Inferno mumbled to himself as he held the trigger of his blaster down! Charging up the blast of fire that was to be unleashed! As soon as Needle fired a stinger, Inferno unleashed his charge shot! Upon striking the stinger, a big explosion went off! Knocking both Inferno and Needle to the ground! 
Meanwhile, Burst was crossing blades with Blade! The praying mantis changleing's arm blinds grinding against the blade of Burst's sword! Burst noticed the beat-up state of his friends, and knocked Blade backwards! "FALL BACK! EVERYONE FALL BACK!" Burst shouted as he motioned for them to leave the forest. The group had gathered together, and made their way out of the forest. But as they inched ever closer to escape, a massive web blocked their path! Burst saw Silk Snare sitting at the center of the web. Not long after, the other mutant changelings had surrounded them. The Elements of Heroism were completely swarmed. "Everyone! Behind me!" Burst's hands were covered in the blue aura of his magic as it flared to life! Burst cast a shield spell over himself and his friends, and fired a spell flare into the sky! Chances are slim that anyone's going to see it, but it's better than not trying at all! The mutant changelings then started to hammer away at Burst's shield! Blade slashing at it, Needle pelting it with explosive stingers, Carapace slammed at it with his fists, Constrictor tried to squeeze the shield, and Silk Snare and Stinger stabbed at the shield with their legs and tails respectively. Slowly, cracks began to form on the shield spell! Burst grit his teeth as he tried to pour more magic into maintaining the shield! "Everyone. . . I'm sorry. I don't know how much longer I can hold out!" Burst looked at his friends sadly. "I let you all down. . ."
Then, just when it seemed like the shield was about to give out, a storm of summoned swords rained down on the mutant changelings! Sparks showering as each of the blades struck! The silver magic constructs soon faded, and a lone figure landed on top of Burst's shield. "Kept you guys waiting huh?" Steel Edge said with a cocky smile. "Hope the party's just getting started!" Steel then flared out his wings. "Ganging up on my friends without me to back them up? Not something you want to do when the Avatar of Honor's around!" Steel powered up his magic! Its silver aura covering his hands! "THOUSAND BLADES!" Steel fired out a barrage of construct daggers from his hand! The spread of daggers pelting the mutant changelings and driving them back! 
Steel jumped down from Burst's shield, and snapped his fingers. In an instant, the armor around his wings detached and hovered in the air with the silver aura of his magic! "Sword Satellites!  Launch!" Each of the new blades was guided by Steel, and struck at the mutant changelings! Pushing them back further! Steel then raised his sword, and plunged it into the ground! "Edge Arts: Sword Birth!" A series of blade shot up from the ground! Making the mutant changelings keep their distance! However, Blade was undeterred from Steel's display of magic and flew at him! The only thing he made contact with was a shield bashing him in the face! The sight of their leader falling made all the mutant changelings gather to Blade's side. Steel noted them being all in one place, and charged up the blade of his sword with his magic! 
"Blade Beam!" Steel cried out as a laser fired out from a swing of his sword! Striking all the mutant changelings at once! The damage forcing their emergency teleport spell to activate and return them to the hive. Steel Edge looked back to his friends, and smiled as he saw Burst Stream lower the shield spell. Steel then noticed the two new addition to the team. "So. You two find replacements for me already?" Steel joked.
Burst chuckled weakly. "You're kidding, right? You're the one who helped keep our skills sharp."
"True enough." Steel said with a shrug. "Plus, thanks to your dad training me in magic, I've sharpened my edge a bit." He then noticed the battered condition of the others. "But we'll have to catch up later. First comes patching you guys up. C'mon. Let's get you guys to the hospital."
A few minutes later, the Elements of Heroism were treated for their wounds and were released from Unityville General. All while his friends chatted with Steel about their adventures and Steel's training, Burst sighed as he watched them. He then decided to leave the group. However, Fang and Shadow had caught sight of Burst's departure. Inferno also noticed his best friend's poor mood, and decided to follow along too. And it wasn't long before Burst noticed them following him. "Guys? Would you mind just leaving me to mope a bit?"
"No can do Burst." Inferno shook his head. "I know something's got you down Burst. And chances are that it was today's battle. Sure. We got our butts handed to us. But Steel showed up to save us just in time."
Burst just looked at the ground as his fists trembled. "Yeah. He did. But Inferno, we got DESTROYED out there. These new enemies are tougher than any of the Nightmare Warriors. I was our team's only magic support, and even that wasn't enough to save us in the end!" Burst's eyes began to tear up. "I'm your leader. That means I'm responsible for what happens to all of you. We nearly lost Steel the last time a big battle like this happened." Burst Stream's voice began to crack. "What gets me more upset than anything else was the fact I was so powerless to do anything back there. . . "
"Hey." Shadow said as he put a hand on Burst's shoulder. "You didn't fail us out there. Because of you, we were able to hold on for just a it longer. And in the end, that made all the difference! Burst, you were more than willing to put your own life on the line for our sakes back there! Because you care about us all that much! You really wanna know what would've made you a failure? Never trying to protect us in the first place."
Fang nodded in agreement. "Shadow's right man. And the only way you could've failed even harder was if you just decided to give up. But you kept on fighting! When things looked bad, you kept on pushing forward! You never gave up for an instant back there! I earned my spot on this team by showing you my determination, but you've earned my respect by showing yours out there today!"
"Yup!" Shadow said with a nod. "Plus, you putting up that shield to guard us shows you've got a lot of compassion for us too. I can't think of a better person to call my friend!"
Burst Stream stood completely still. "You. . . think we're friends?"
"Sure I do!" Shadow said with a smile. "We talk a lot about our hobbies, grab a bite to eat together, and we charge into battle together watching each other's backs! How does that NOT make us friends?"
"Heh. Heh hehe! Ha ha ha!" Burst laughed as he turned to face his friends as he wiped away his tears. "I guess it's true. There's no better way to make friends than by almost dying together!"
Steel chuckled as he and the rest of the Elements of Heroism approached their leader. "That explains why we're all a bunch of bros. But I got the feeling we'd all like to be friends while we're still alive. Which brings me to something of interest. Your dad taught me all those new moves you saw today. So, how'd you like to learn them?"
"Only if we all get to sharpen our skills together." Burst said with a smile. "We've come this far because we're a team. And that's the same way we'll keep winning!" And as good as offensive strength is, something tells me it couldn't hurt to up my defense as well. Burst whipped out his phone, and dialed Celestia's number. "Hey, Celestia? Think you've got time for a sparring session next week?"
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		Episode 13: Rising Power



"So Steel? Care to tell me about the techniques my dad taught you?" Burst Stream asked as he readied his sword. "And which ones do you plan on teaching me?"
Steel began to list off techniques. "Well, I can only teach you three. Some of the moves you saw yesterday were unique only to me. Wouldn't be that special if everyone had the same move-set. So I'll be teaching you basic ones that fit your style. The Blade Beam, Blade Charge, and the Spin Attack. I'd teach them to the others, but they don't have magic like you do. But since we're our team's only magic support, the options for teaching anyone else these moves is pretty limited."
"Wait. Isn't that last move you mentioned from the Legend of Zelda?" Burst asked. 
Steel smirked. "Hey. You got to call that energy blast of yours 'Hadouken'. I think we can get away with another videogame reference in an attack name." Steel drew his sword. He then powered up his magic! The silver aura glowing around his hands. "Try to focus your magic on the blade of your sword. Then swing to unleash the beam." Steel then raised his shield. "Don't worry about damage. My shield can tank the hit no problem."
"Gotcha." Burst said with a nod. He fired up his magic, and the blade of his sword soon had a blue glow to it. "Here I go!" Burst swung his sword, and a blue beam of magic shot out from his sword! "You holding up okay?"
Steel nodded. "Looks like you've got Blade Beam down. Now let's try the Blade Charge. This time, try to channel your magic directly into the blade. But this time, focus on enlarging the blade and expanding it. But try to make it a projection size you can handle. It doesn't add any weight to your swings, but it does take up fighting space. Something that you've always gotta keep in mind when you're fighting."
"Right. What good's a big sword if I don't have enough room to slash with it?" Burst said with a shrug. He then channeled his magic into the blade of his sword once more, and the blade was soon engulfed by the magic! The blade looked like it was encased by another blade made of Burst's magic! "Looks like this technique's good for closing the distance between me and my target. And I'm guessing the Spin Attack is good for if I get surrounded, right?"
Steel smirked. "Yup. Just get your magic to spiral around the blade, and unleash it all in one big spin! You're a fast learner from what I've seen. It's really too bad your old man held out on teaching these new moves to you. So you ready to give this last move a spin?"
"Really? Name attack puns?" Burst said with a chuckle. "Well, how are you gonna test me with only one of you?" Steel chuckled, and snapped his fingers. A group of magical projections of Steel soon surrounded Burst Stream! "Of course." Burst said with a nod. "Should've seen this coming." Burst then let his magic spiral around the blade of his sword. "To quote Link," The magical doubles of Steel charged at Burst from all sides! "HAIYAH!" Burst unleashed his spin attack! Making all the doubles shatter upon striking them! "Thanks for teaching me these new moves Steel." Burst then look at the time on his phone. "Something tells me Celestia might be interested to see how much stronger I've gotten. See ya!" And with that, Burst headed off to Castalot. Sure enough, he was led to the throne room where Princess Celestia was waiting for him. "Hope sparring with me today isn't too strenuous."
Celestia giggled. "On the contrary, I could use some exercise after sitting around all day glaring at paper work. Come. We'll take this to that special chamber where I helped you develop that one-hit kill move you used on Night Terror. It was called White Lightning Overdrive, correct?"
"Yup." Burst said with a nod as he and Celestia walked over to the training room. It was then that something came to Burst's attention. "Uh, were you planning on changing into some training gear or something? I'd hate to ruin that dress of yours."
Celestia smiled. "Don't worry. I was just about to slip into something more appropriate." Celestia's clothes were soon enveloped in the golden glow of her magic! When the magic faded, she stood in white and gold armor. A sword sheathed at her side. "I take it this is something more suited to our little sparring session?" Celestia then noticed the look of awe on Burst's face. "Burst? Is everything alright?"
"I am both intimidated and attracted at the same time." Burst stated flatly. "I should've figured that if Nightmare Moon pulled off the warrior princess look, you could too. This is kind of bringing back memories of that first fight against her." Burst then came to a realization that made him blush. "Oh sweet Faust that means your sister was technically my first kiss."
Celestia wrapped one of her wings around Burst, and smiled affectionately. "True. But a stolen kiss can't compare with a real one."
"True enough." Burst said with a small smile. "So does that sword of yours have any special properties?"
Celestia smiled as she pulled her wing away from Burst, and drew her broadsword. As she did, the sword's blade was soon engulfed in fire! "Pretty cool, right?"
"Looks like we're gonna have a pretty heated sparring session." Burst said with a smile as he drew his sword. "You get to show off your skills, and I get to show you some of the new moves I learned!" Burst and Celestia charged at each other! Burst's attacks were sudden and fierce, yet they flowed smoothly. Streaming along with his movements.
Celestia's moves practically exuded power and grace. She moved so effortlessly and struck at Burst with great force! "Hope you don't get upset if I beat you."
"Honestly? I know I can't win." Burst said with a smile as he fired a blade beam. "You're probably not even using a quarter of your full strength." Burst then used the blade charge technique. "But I can't think of anyone better than to gauge how I've improved!"
Celestia smiled as she gracefully evaded or blocked each of Burst's strikes. "Well, you did develop the White Lightning Overdrive the last time you came to me for help. Who knows? Maybe I'm the key to your breakthroughs."
"Well, you are one of the main reasons I keep on fighting." Burst replied as he executed a spin attack. "I think I've shown you all I needed to."
Celestia nodded. "So it would appear. These new moves you've learned are quite impressive. They've provided quite the boost to your offensive capability."
"Thanks. But that's in part why I'm here." Burst said with a sigh. "Your power to attack is only as good as your power to defend. I need to boost my defensive power. Just yesterday, me and my friends were attacked by these mutant changelings. They came to eliminate us because we were considered a threat to their queen's plan. We never fought enemies like that before, and they beat us pretty badly. Steel managed to save our skins, but it was pretty eye-opening for us. Me especially since I put up a shield spell in a last-ditch effort to protect me and my friends. It didn't hold too long with those mutant changelings hammering away at it. Which brings me to the other point of why I'm here. Are there any powerful defensive spells you know about?"
Celestia put her hand against Burst's cheek. "I do. But the one I know is more suited for defending an entire city. There is a noble family I know of that excells at shield spells. But before I tell you what you want to know, I want to ask you something." Celestia then looked right into Burst Stream's eyes. "Did you feel like you'd let your friends, your team, down?"
". . . Yes." Burst said sadly. "I didn't feel that way for too long, but it still cut me pretty deep knowing that when I was needed that my strength wasn't enough." Burst then slowly smiled. "But part of being on a team is the fact that no one gets stronger alone. My friends were pretty quick to lift my spirits, and we all threw ourselves into getting stronger. And now that Steel's back, and he's an avatar? Something tells me we've become a whole lot stronger." He then chuckled at the memory. "Besides, I think we've all gotten a fair bit closer because of that ambush. No better way to make friends than by almost dying together."
Celestia smiled warmly. "I suppose Twilight and her friends could say the same thing." She then ignited her magic, and sumoned a small notepad and a pen. "The family who can be of help to you is known as House Dawn. The Dawn family has been known for their powerful shield spells for generations." Celestia said as she scribbled down some information before tearing the paper off. "This is their estate's address. Show this slip at their door, and you should have no problem getting in." 
Burst Stream graciously accepted the paper. "You know, you really didn't need to do this for me."
"No. But I wouldn't be much of a good girlfriend if I didn't try to help my dragon knight with his problems, now would i?" Celestia asked with a giggle. "But before you go. . ." Celestia then pulled Burst into a kiss. "Be careful on your next fight, alright?"
Burst smiled. "Don't worry. Though I don't mind it, I've got to stop meeting you when I wake up in a hospital bed." He gave Celestia a thumbs-up as he left towards the address she'd given him. Sure enough, Burst found himself at the doors of a mansion. He then showed the slip Celestia had given him. Burst was let inside and met with a butler. "Uh, hi?"
"Greetings to you as well." The butler responded. "But tell me, what is the business you have with Master Dawn?"
Burst scratched his head. "Let's see, I need to boost my defensive power. So I'm here to learn about the shield spell technique this family's been known to specialize in. That about do it for an explanation?"
"Ah. I see. Then I shall fetch Master Dawn for you." The butler said with a bow. A few minutes later, the butler returned with a young man in tow. He was older than Burst, and had bright yellow hair, gold eyes, and pure white skin. Burst noted that the young man's hair style was similar to that of Trunks from Dragon Ball Z. 
"Well. This is unexpected." The young man said with a nod. "I did not expect to receive a visit from the leader of the Elements of Heroism. Come to offer yourself for bodyguard services?"
Burst shook his head. "I protect everyone. Not just the people that can afford to pay. And I'm assuming your butler told you why I'm here."
"Yes." The young man replied. "But before I consider teaching you this spell, show me your magical power. Element of Power you may be, but I'm not going to trust my family's technique to you simply because you triumphed over the Nightmare Forces."
Burst narrowed his eyes and soon closed them as he took a deep breathl."HAH!" Burst flared up the full power of his magic! Making the whole mansion tremble! "That proof enough Mr. Dawn? Or do you want to actually try taking me on in a brawl?"
The young man was frozen in shock for a moment before shaking out of his bewildered state. "Forgive me. It appears you have the strength to support the element that you bear. I shall be honored to teach you Aegis." He focused his magic into his hand, and summoned a shield constructwith the symbol of the dawning sun on it. "Now. Try to attack me from any side." Burst shrugged, and struck at the young man's side with his sword! However, all that Burst's blade met was a wall of magic! "Impressive, isn't it? The shield construct is just a ploy for the real spell. But I suppose it makes a nice aesthetic touch."
Burst nodded. "Yeah. Well, let's see if it can tank this!" Burst charged up his magic, and fired a blast of white lightning! But not a scratch was present on the magical shield! "Geez! Not even Twilight's sheilds can tank a white lightning blast! So how do you cast this spell?"
"Simple." The young man said with a shrug. "Focus all your will onto defending what you want to protect the most. Which means you can cast this spell onto others as well as yourself."
Burst nodded. "Sweet. Shouldn't be too hard." Burst closed his eyes, and pictured his friends and family. And the second he thought of Celestia, the aegis spell manifested around him! However, it looked different than Shining Dawn's. The shield construct that had manifested was in the shape of the dragon's head that was on Burst's hero crest. "I think mine looks cooler than yours. That being said, thanks for teaching me this spell. I'm outta here." Burst casually waved goodbye, and returned home.
Howeve, upon Burst's departure, the young master of the Dawn family pulled out his phone and dialed a number. "Yes. I know. We aren't supposed to clash yet. You and I still need to decide where exactly our battle will take place. But I believe that a snag has now appeared in what was foretold about us. I just met with the Element of Power. And his magical power is distressing similar to Aether's. There were only supposed to be two of us. Isn't it obvious? He is an anomaly. No, I have no desire for him to be eliminated. Simply observe him. See how far his power rises. Then we shall determine whether he is a threat to our destiny. In the end, there can only be one of us left standing."
The figure at the other end seemed to nod in agreement. "As you wish Shining Dawn."

	
		Episode 14: Reunited



Narico was curious. Night Fang had been training pretty hard with the other Elements of Heroism. But whenever Narico asked about who they fought that prompted them to start training so hard, Fang always seemed to avoid answering him. So, being the concerned little brother he was, Narico decided to talk to Fang about the matter. "Uh, Fang?"
Fang blinked as he looked at Narico. "What's up Narico? Are those two bullies making more trouble for you and your friends? I can always act like a wild animal and scare them off if you want." Fang said with a chuckle.
"No. It's about you actually." Narico said as he stared at the ground. "You told me that you and your friends got beat up by a bunch of really strong enemies and that's why you're all training. But each time I ask who you fought, you never tell me who."
Fang sighed. I guess there's no use in trying to avoid this anymore. "Narico. . ." Fang said as he put a hand on Narico's shoulders. "The enemies we were fighting in that battle were a new gang of changelings. Each of them were based on a different bug, and they were stronger than the drones that came for you. They said they had come to get rid of us because we were a threat to their queen's plans. I think you know what happened from there. Each of us split up to face them, and I wound up fighting one that was spider-like." Fang saw Narico's eyes light up with recognition, and gulped.
"And. . . she had your scent on her." Fang said while choking up a little. "Listen Narico. I hate to tell you this, but I think your 'big sis' might be someone I'm fighting against. But I think she's not completely onboard with fighting us. And when I asked her why she had your scent, she asked about you."
Narico was completely shocked. "You saw my big sister?! Where is she?!"
"I don't know." Fang said sadly. "Last I checked, she and those other mutant changelings ran off when Steel showed up and handed their butts to them. And we were fighting in the forest-" Fang was about to continue when he saw Narico bolting out the door and hastily disguising himself the second he was out the door! "Narico wait!" Fang was about to chase after him, but stopped. He's just a kid still. I can't expect him to fully understand everything that's going on. Fang thought to himself. Maybe I should give him some time alone. A few minutes at least. Narico needs to process this. And it's not something I can force him to do.
However, Narico's hasty departure did not go unnoticed. Spike was out and about with the CMC and chatting with them about how things were going when the four of them saw Narico running towards the forest. "Hey, isn't that Fang's little brother?" Spike asked.
Sweetie Belle nodded. "Yeah. He looked pretty upset too. Maybe we should see what's going on with him." She then grabbed Spike by the hand. "Come on! We can still catch up with him!" Sweetie Belle dragged Spike along with her and Scootaloo and Applebloom following right after her. The young drake blushing at the action. Soon enough, the four of them caught up with Narico. "Narico! Wait up!"
Narico skidded to a halt, and was surprised to see the CMCs and Spike had followed him. "W-What're you all doing here?"
"Easy there." Applebloom said calmly. "We saw you runnin' here lookin' mighty upset. So what's got ya down?"
Narico nervously shuffled his feet. "Well, I've got a secret. And it's a pretty big part of why Fang adopted me." Narico looked at the CMC and Spike. "You're my friends right?" The four nodded. "Okay. Then promise me. Promise me that this won't change anything between us, alright?"
"Narico, take it easy." Scootaloo said with concern in her voice. "Whatever it is, we'll be here. So just tell us what's getting you so upset."
Narico gulped. "Actually, it's better if I show you." In a flash of green fire, Narico's disguise faded away. Revealing his true changeling form. "That time I scared Diamond Tiara was when you saw what I really looked like."
"Dude. . . " Scootaloo said quitely. "THAT'S SO AWESOME!" Narico was utterly puzzled by the fours' reaction to his true identity. "I bet you and I can pull some epic pranks with your shapeshifting!"
Narico blinked. "You're. . . just fine with this? Aren't any of you scare because I'm different?"
"We're all a bit different too." Sweetie Belle said with a nod. "Heck, Diamond Tiara and Silver Spoon bully us because we don't have talent crests yet. You're different too, so let's all be different together."
Spike smiled, and patted Narico on the back. "Nice to meet someone else who's outside of the norm for a change. But why'd you come to Unityville anyway?"
"Well, life back in the changeling kingdom isn't exactly nice." Narico said nervously. "A lot of us look identical, and the only colors I've ever seen were black and green. All anyone ever talked about was how much love they'd gathered or how hungry they were. But I never really felt hungry like everyone else said they were. So I was always different from everyone. That's when I met my big sister. She and some of her friends were different too. And she told me to leave the hive. So I did. And that's when I saw the outside world. Nightmare Night was when I actually came here to Unityville and that's when I met Fang. And today, Fang told me he saw my big sister in the forest a little while back. So I ran to look for her. No luck so far."
"Maybe we can help you out with that." Applebloom said with a big smile. "C'mon! We'll help ya look for her!" Narico was so happy to have friends who accepted him, and nodded his head in agreement. With that, the five of them took to searching the forest. Making sure to not journey too far into it. However, their search soon turned up an unwanted result. Namely, a cockatrice. "AH!" Applebloom as the creature hissed at her! Making her and the group backpedal. 
But right as the cockatrice was about to use its petrifying gaze on then, a shot of webbing stuck to its head! Before long, the cockatrice was wrapped up in a wad of webbing! Silk Snare lowered herself down her perch, and nodded in approval of her catch. "Looks like I'll be eating good tonight." But as Silk Snare slung her prey over her shoulder, she froze when she caught Narico in the corner of her eye. "Narico?!"
Narico smiled sheepishly. "Eh heh! Hi Silk! What're you doing here?"
"Just grabbing dinner." Silk Snare said with a shrug. She then smiled. "Glad to see you're in good hands." Silk Snare then saw Spike and the CMCs. "Looks like you've made some new friends too."
Narico nodded, but soon frowned. "Silk? Why were you and your friends fighting my big brother and his friends? You're not one of the bad guys, are you?"
"No Narico. And not all of the mutant changelings are friends of mine." Silk Snare said with a sigh. "Honestly? I didn't want to fight at all. But I don't have a choice in the matter. If me or any of the others goes against the queen, she'll lock us away in stasis cocoons again."
Narico began to tear up. "Then just run away! Run away like you told me to! You don't have to do what she says if you don't stay!"
"I can't. Because then she might make some of the others hunt me down." Silk Snare said sadly. "Me, Carapace, and Constrictor don't like it anymore than you do. But we're not your only family." Silk Snare saw Fang slowly approach them. "And you're not alone. That's all that really matters. Goodbye Narico." And with that Silk Snare shot out a stand of webbing from her hand and swung through the forest.
Fang walked over to Narico. "Narico? Are you gonna be alright."
"Yeah." Narico said with a sniffle before managing a small smile and changing into his disguise. "She cares about me. That's all that counts, right?"
Fang gave Narico a small smile as he hoisted him onto his back as the group returned to town. "Yeah. As long as you're with people who care about you, you're always home."

	
		Episode 15: Nobody's Perfect



Burst Stream was having a pretty good day. It was nice and sunny outside, and he was enjoying an ice cold soda. Yep. You gotta appreciate these moments. Burst thought with a smile as he took a swig of his soda. Burst closed his eyes, and laid back to back in the sun. That is, until a shadow was cast over him. Burst Stream opened his eyes, and saw Twilight Sparkly standing over him with an enthusiastic aura about her. "Oh. Hey Twi. What's up?"
"Oh, not much." Twilight said with a shrug. "But I was wondering. . . " Twilight then got right up in Burst's face! "Would you please teach me the White Lightning Overdrive? PLEAAAASSSE?"
Burst Stream blinked upon processing Twilight's request. In response he sat back up, took a swig of his soda, and then stared Twilight dead in the eye. "No." Burst said bluntly with a smile. "See ya around Twilight." And with that, Burst got up to leave.
Twilight's jaw dropped in shock, and she immediately followed after Burst! "What do you mean 'no'? Why don't you want to teach me?!"
"Because I just don't want to Twilight." Burst replied. "Besides, why would someone like you even NEED a one-hit kill move like White Lightning Overdrive?"
Twilight blinked and smiled at Burst. "Well, I'm not the biggest fan of offensive spells like yours, but I LOVE magic! It's the meaning behind my talent crest! It's the element I represent! And I want to learn as much of it as possible!"
"Twilight." Burst said with a sigh. "Have you ever stopped to ask yourself if you should learn something instead of could you learn something? Yeah, the White Lightning Overdrive is pretty powerful. But it takes a lot out of me. Why else do you think I didn't just whip it out when the mutant changelings?"
Twilight just waved off Burst's arguement. "Burst, I'm Princess Celestia's personal student. I'm pretty much the perfect student."
"And there's your main flaw." Burst said flatly.
Twilight blinked in confusion. "What do you mean by that?"
"Twilight. Nobody's perfect." Burst said bluntly. "Not you. Not me. Not even Celestia." Burst noticed Twilight raising a finger to him. "Before you decide to make a counterarguement, let me ask you this. If Celestia, my girlfriend, was perfect, would she even have needed to use the Elements of Harmony? Would she even need you and your friends to purify Luna?"
Twilight lowered her finger. "Well. . . no. I guess not."
"Okay." Burst said with a nod. "Furthermore, you're not perfect because you were a horrible friend while I knew you at Celestia's school. Spike would tell me about how you'd spend all your free time either studying new spells or shut in your room with a mountain of books."
Twilight  lowered her head. "I've gotten better."
Burst sighed as he put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "Look Twilight. I know I'm coming off as blunt, but I don't mean to sound that way. You really need to hear this straight. And I'm also telling you this so unfiltered because I'm worried about you."
"What do you mean?" Twilight asked.
"Shadow told me that you were in a pretty manic state when he first met you." Burst answered. "He told me you were getting crazy over not learning anything about friendship that day, and he also mentioned how you get neurotic about the amount of frosting on a batch of cupcakes you'd ordered for a picnic with your friends." Burst looked Twilight right in the eyes. "Twilight. This need to be perfect is going to drive you crazy. Plus, it makes it WAY too easy to picture you going bad. So I'm asking you, as a friend, to not try to be perfect. Just try to do your best no matter what. But please don't try to be perfect. Because if you are perfect, that means there's nothing left to learn. Nothing left to strive for. No room to grow. It's almost the same as being dead."
Twilight gave Burst a sheepish smile. "Gee. I never really thought about things that way."
"I'm just glad you got the message loud and clear." Burst said with a sigh of relief. 
Twilight beamed at the praise. "Thanks! But wait, you and Princess Celestia are dating?"
"Yup." Burst said with a smirk. "I got her number and everything. Why? You're not jealous, are you?"
Twilight blushed. "A-Absolutely not!"
"Suuure you aren't Twilight." Burst said with a chuckle. He then proceeded to dial Celestia's number. "Hey Sunshine, how're you? Me? I'm good. Twilight's with me."
Twilight then leapt at Burst! "GIVE ME HER NUMBER!"
"Gotta run Celestia! Literally!" Burst said with a smile as he hung up! "Not a chance Twi!" And with that, Burst evaded Twilight's numerous attempts to snatch his phone.

	
		Episode 16: Blooming Spirit



It was just another day in Unityville. And by now, most of the two sets of elements that protected the town were going about their usual daily routines. However, Fang paused and sniffed the air as soon as he went on break. "Huh. Didn't expect to smell that today."
Shadow cocked an eyebrow in curiosity. "Smell what Fang? What's got your nose acting up?"
"It smells like. . . " Fang paused to sniff the air again. "New character. They've got a flowery scent to them too. Huh. Wonder when we'll run into them." Fang shrugged off the thought, and went back to his break.
At the same time a young man had just arrived in town. "So this is where that message was sent out from." The young man mused to himself. A passing wind blowing through his yellow and green hair styled like Kurama from Yu Yu Hakusho. "It seems so peaceful right now. Hard to believe it's been the center of so many battles for the fate of the world." However, as soon as he stepped within Unityville, the young man noticed something. All the girls who were staring at him. 
"Uh. . . hi?" He greeted nervously. This then prompted all the women to scream in joy as they rushed at him! It's days like this when I really hate my good looks! The young man did the only thing he could do. Run like all of Tartarus was after him! "AAAAHHHHH!"
Fang's ear twitched as he picked up on the young man's scream. He had just gotten up to investigate when the young man literally ran right into him! "Ow!" Fang groaned as he rubbed his head and looked at the young man. "That's one heck of a way to bump into someone."
The young man's outfit consisted of brown sneakers, grey jeans, a tank top with a flower on it, and a light green cloak. "Sorry about that. . ." He said with a nervous chuckle. "I was just trying to get away from-" He then froze when he saw the mob of women staring at him and Fang. "That."
Fang looked at the guy. Then back to the hoard of women who promptly squealed at seeing him and Venus. "MAYBE WE SHOULD BE GETTING BACK TO THE RUNNING PRETTY BOY!" Fang screamed as he dragged the young man along with him! Sure enough, the two managed to lose the crowd. "That. . . was probably. . . the most exhausting break I've had."
"You're telling me." The young man panted. "I just got here and already girls are swooning over me." He then sighed. "Maybe it is a curse being good-looking."
Fang chuckled. "Ditto. But in my case, it's my ears and tail." He then extended his hand. "Name's Night Fang. Nice to meet you. Welcome to Unityville."
The young man smiled. "Pleased to meet you as well. I'm Venus Bloomer." He then took a deep breath. "Not a girl, but just as pretty."
"Huh. Normally most guys would give anything to have looks as good as yours." Fang stated. "So what brings you here?"
Venus scratched his head. "Let's just say something about this place just spoke to me. So, here I am. Hope you don't mind me asking, but could you show me around? Y'know, without me getting mobbed?"
"No problem." Fang said with a nod. "And don't worry about that mob of girls. In a few minutes, they'll probably just call it quits. C'mon. I'll show you around." And with that, the Element of Determination set about showing his new friend around town.

The Changeling Hive
Needle was buzzing around restlessly. The wasp mutant changeling was bored out of his head, and he was itching to give more trouble to the Elements of Heroism. "Great. I'm out of that cocoon and I'm STILL cooped up in this stuffy hive! I thought we were released so we could fight!" Needle punched the wall he was hovering near in frustration! "The queen's orders can buzz off! I going after the Elements of Heroism!"
"You sure that's the wisest idea?" Blade asked. The praying mantis changeling was sharpening his scythe and arm blades. "The queen's got so much riding on her new plan. Not that it'll work. Just look at us. We were supposed to be an elite squad of warriors meant to be the greatest weapons of the hive. Instead, we're deemed freaks and locked away because our great queen can't admit she made a mistake."
Needle narrowed his eyes. "You're saying you'd rather be sealed away in a stasis cocoon again? You might be the leader of our little band Blade, but let me make this clear. You try to reign me in, and I'll personally shoot you full of my stingers."
"Fine. Go and fight." Blade said dismissively. "Just don't expect any help. I could honestly care less about any of you. Now buzz off."
Needle just snorted at Blade before flying off to Unityville. He hovered over the sky for a minute while contemplating how to draw the Elements of Heroism out. "Time for an explosive introduction." Needle thought wickedly as he fired a rain of his explosive stingers! "Come on out heroes! Or are you afraid to get stung?!" Needle taunted as he circled over the town. Only to get struck in the head! "GAH!" 
"Sorry ugly. But you caused too much trouble for my friends last time." Rainbow Dash said as he boomerang returned to her hand. Her trademark cocky smirk on full display. "Considering I didn't get to see much action since you ganged up on them, I'd say this more than makes up for lost time."
Needle scowled. "We'll see who gets grounded first!" Needle flicked his left wrist, and a stinger blade popped out! "RAH!"
Meanwhile, Fang and Venus had just taken notice of the explosions going off! "Venus! You get somewhere safe!" Fang looked to the sky, and narrowed his eyes as soon as he saw Needle. "I've got a pest to swat." Fang extended his arm, and summoned his Duelist Arm! Fang tapped a button on the outside of his gauntlet, and the claws shot forward! Wrapping around Needle's leg! Fang yanked downward, and dragged Needle to the ground! "Care to give me a hand Rainbow Dash?"
"Thought you'd never ask!" Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as she struck Needle with her boomerang over and over! "No use dodging! My boomerang won't stop 'til it hits you!"
Needle sneered. "Then how about I give you a new target?" Needle aimed at a nearby building, and fired an explosive stinger! Rainbow Dash flew off to get some people who were in the debris' path! Giving Needle the window to strike! He fired another explosive stinger that sent Rainbow Dash into the ground! Making a crater as it exploded. Needle then began to advance towards Rainbow Dash with his stinger blade raised. "Maybe I should clip your wings. . ." He then spotted Fang charging at him, and fired another explosive stinger! "Wait your turn mutt."
Venus was watching the scene unfold. He couldn't just let this creep hurt anyone else! So, he decided to do something crazy. Venus ran full speed at Needle, and kicked him in the face! Sure enough, Venus was met with the face of a very angry mutant changeling. But at the same time, he felt alive on the inside! This feeling inside! This excitement! It just. . . feels so right! However, Venus was snapped out of his thoughts as Needle flew right at him! Ready to strike with his stinger blade! But as Venus raised his arms to brace himself, a brilliant light shone from his upper arm! Needle was blinded, and soon tumbled onto the ground!
When Venus opened his eyes, he saw the mark of a rose-like dragon on his arm and a whip in his hands. The whip looked similar to the dragon mark on his arm, and it looked like the main portion had thorns on it. Since this feels right, I might as well put all my spirit into it. "Every rose has its thorn." Venus said as he readied his whip. "And you're about to find out just how sharp mine are!" Needle growled and raised his right arm to fire another explosive stinger! Only for Venus to strike right where Needle's launcher was mounted! "I'm not done yet!" Venus wailed on Needle! Striking without any restraint! But as Venus was set to unleash his finisher, an emergency teleport spell whisked Needle away. 
Venus took a deep breath to calm down, and immediately ran over to Fang and Rainbow Dash. "Hey. You alright?"
"Yeah. A bit beat up." Fang coughed as he dusted himself off. "But I didn't think I'd meet our newest member so soon."
Venus tilted his head in confusion. "To be fair, I didn't know you were one of the Elements of Heroism."
"Yup. Awakening is always news to whoever it happens to." Fang said with a nod as he helped Rainbow Dash up. "First? We'd better get patched up."
Venus chuckled. "Great. It'll give you plenty of time to tell me all your secrets to avoiding hordes of screaming women."
"Venus? I think this is the beginning of one awesome friendship." Fang said with a smile as Venus helped him and Rainbow Dash to Fluttershy's cottage.
However, as the three made their journey, a lone figure watched from the rooftops. "Huh. So that was one of the Elements of Heroism." The young man thought out loud. "It seems my deployment here was no coincidence." A slight wind blew through. Making his crimson scarf billow slightly. "Well, I'll say this much. I don't think I'll be getting bored here."
Pinkie was strolling about when a lock of her hair started picking up on a new person. She turned around to look in the direction, but found nothing. "Huh. Weird. I could've sworn I was picking up on another new person. Oh well! Off to Fluttershy's!" 
Unbeknownst to Pinkie, Unityville's second new arrival had moved to another rooftop. Chowing down on some noodles as he surveyed his new environment. Yep. Looks like this place is going to be interesting.
Back with Fang and Venus, the two had met with the other Elements of Heroism. Venus was recounting his earlier fight with Needle. "And when I was fighting against that thing, I felt excitement like never before. Like it was what I was meant to do. My spirit was on fire!"
"Then that's probably the element you represent." Burst noted. "You're free to join, but give it some time. After all, we wouldn't want to dampen your spirits for joining us."
Venus chuckled at the pun. "Hey. My spirit's ALWAYS in full bloom."

	
		Episode 17: Nervous Rex



Tyrannus Rex was nervous. It had been a long while since he and Fluttershy had kissed at the Grand Gala, and even longer since she'd invited him to stay with her. While it was no secret that the two were an item now, they had still failed to do the one thing that would cement them as a couple. They hadn't gone out on a date yet.
I don't really think I can say that the gala counts. Tyrannus thought to himself as munched on his sandwich (which Fluttershy had been adamant on preparing for him. That's when we officially decided to be a couple. I know that I should ask her out, but I've never had any experience with having a girlfriend. Tyrannus scratched his head upon polishing off his meal. Hmm. Inferno and Steel are dating Rarity and Rainbow Dash. Then there's Burst who's dating Princess Celestia. Maybe they could be of some help? Tyrannus sighed and looked at a picture of Fluttershy smiling on his phone. "She's pretty delicate. Asking her straight away would probably make her faint."
Tyrannus sighed. "Well. Better get that advice." He headed over to Carousel Boutique, took a deep breath, and threw the door open. "RARITY! I NEED TO BORROW INFERNO!"
Inferno was sitting with Sweetiebelle while Rarity was working. That is, until Tyrannus's unexpected visit nearly made him fly into the ceiling. "Ty? What're y-WHOA!" Inferno was soon yanked by his shirt and dragged outside by Tyrannus! Inferno tried to fly away, but Tyrannus's grip was too strong. "Ty what's the matter?! You just busted into Rarity's boutique and dragged me out! This isn't like you!"
"Oh. Sorry!" Tyrannus immediately let go and helped Inferno up before dusting him off. "It's just, I've got a really big problem with Fluttershy and I needed the help of someone who already has a girlfriend."
Inferno tilted his head in confusion. "What problem could the two of you possibly have? In my case it's just waiting for Rarity to perfect her appearance. But that's trivial. So what's your deal?"
"I don't know how to ask her out on a date." Tyrannus said flatly. "And before you say anything, no. The Grand Gala doesn't count because that's when we became a couple."
Inferno scratched his head. "Hmm. Well, just ask her I guess. She's comfortable around you, isn't she? So problem solved. No need to worry about it at all."
"Thanks Inferno." Tyrannus said with a sigh of relief. "And to think all it took was Rarity being manipulated by Night Terror to get you to ask her out."
Inferno blinked. "Uh, Ty? Rarity asked ME out first." And that's when he heard it. The sound of what heard like the entire world shattering. The center of the noise being Tyrannus with a blank expression. "Ty? Hey, you in there buddy?" Inferno waved his hand in front of Tyrannus's face. "Ty. Please answer. You're scaring me."
". . . I have to go." With that, Tyrannus zipped off to find Steel Edge. He didn't have to search too far as Steel and Rainbow Dash were out on a date already. "Steel!" Tyrannus called out. "Oh thank Celestia I found you! Look. This is really important and can't wait."
Steel hardened his face. "What is it Ty? Is it the mutant changelings again? I owe them some payback for trying to waste you guys!" He then looked to Rainbow Dash and smiled. "But more than that, the wasp one signed his own death wish for trying to off my girlfriend."
"What? No! Nothing like that!" Tyrannus said as he shook his head. "I need to know which of you asked the other out first! It's vital to Fluttershy and I's relationship!"
Rainbow Dash blinked. "Well, neither of us really asked the other out. We just kinda asked if we wanted to do something with each other, and made a date out of it."
"Figures the chill guy of our group would have the most chill way of getting a date." Tyrannus said with a sigh. "Thanks for telling me. But I think I'm just gonna sit and think about what I've done today." Tyrannus walked over to a nearby bench, and sat down with his head lowered in shame. So much for getting dating advice. He then began pulling at his hair. "AGH! Why is this so difficult?! I deal with possible death on a daily basis! I should be able to handle asking my girlfriend out no problem."
"Ty?" Burst Stream asked as he approached him. Ty opened his mouth to answer, but it was promptly shut with a spoonful of ice cream courtesy of Burst. "Better?"
Tyrannus nodded before swallowing the ice cream. "Uh huh." He then took the ice cream as Burst handed it to him. "Inferno told you about me dragging him out and bursting into Carousel Boutique, didn't he?"
"Yeah. Said you were going crazy over how to ask out Fluttershy." Burst said with a nod. "So. How's you're search for advice been turning out so far?"
Tyrannus sighed as he ate another spoonful of ice cream. "Miserable. I've asked both Inferno and Steel and that's gotten me nowhere! The only one of our team left who has a girlfriend is you Burst. And you're dating one of our rulers! You probably have to make some sort of huge elaborate plan just to even approach her!"
"Heh! Not as much as you'd think. AND, I do have some good advice for you Ty." Burst said with a smile. "You wanna hear it?" Tyrannus nodded eagerly. "Good. My advice: Just be you. Don't try to make some elaborate plan or put on this air of presentation. If you're really comfortable around the person you love, then you shouldn't need to be anyone except for who you are."
Tyrannus slowly smiled. "Thanks Burst. That being said, I need to go see Fluttershy." Tyrannus headed back to Fluttershy's cottage. "Hi Flutters."
"Oh. Hello Ty." Fluttershy greeted with a warm smile. "How's my gentle giant doing?"
Tyrannus blushed at Fluttershy's pet name for him. "I'm good, but I could be better. And I think you could be the one to help with that." Tyrannus gulped. "Would you. . . like to go out with me tonight?"
Fluttershy hovered over to Tyrannus, and flapped her wings so she could cup his face with her hands. "Yes." She said with a cute smile. She then promptly giggled when Tyrannus pulled her into a big hug. "Now that wasn't so hard, was it? I was wondering whether I'd have to ask you."
Their date went off perfectly. Especially considering the two managed to sneak in a kiss while eating some pasta. Tyrannus was about to go to bed on the couch like usual, but stopped when he spotted Fluttershy waiting for him in her bedroom. "Um, I wouldn't mind us getting close. If it's alright with you that is." Tyrannus smiled as he laid down next to her, and Fluttershy smiled as she snuggled up next to him. However, her face went red when she noticed that he slept shirtless. "Oh my. . ."

			Author's Notes: 
Just some cute FlutterTy to meet the required sweet moments.


	
		Episode 18: Savage Spirit



For Fang, it was just another day working at Suit Up Cosplay. He had just helped out a couple looking to cosplay as a pair, and took note of the time. "Yo Shadow! It's about lunch time. Want me to go on a lunch run for you?"
"Nah! I'm good!" Shadow Thunder called out as he set another box of accessories down. "My brothers already made me a lunch this morning. What about you?"
Fang smiled. "Leftover ribs for me. I made sure not to scarf them all down in front of Narico." Fang's tail wagged happily at the thought of feasting upon his favorite food. "Just need to heat them up in the microwave real quick." Fang headed to the break room, and put his ribs on a plate. His ears twitched in anticipation as the timer counted down. Sure enough, his patience paid off. "Sweet!" Fang grabbed a bottle of water, and headed outside to enjoy his meal in the fresh air. "Yup. Ribs for lunch equals a good day." Fang bit down onto a rib, and his tail swished happily upon eating his favorite meal.
"Hoping to save the bones for a game of fetch later?" Venus Bloomer quipped as he sat down next to Fang. "Good to see you again Fang. Still having to beat off the hoards of adoring women with your Duelist Arm?"
Fang grinned. "Hey Venus! Good to see you too. You manage to not be weighed down by the girls that wanna be all over you?" The two shared a laugh about their popularity with women. "Also, a fetch joke? Really? That's too easy!" Fang's wolf ears then drooped a little. "Though I still like to gnaw on the bones a little. . ."
"So it seems you're dining out as well." Venus said with a smile as he dangled his own lunch bag. "I just got on my lunch break as well." Venus opened up his bag, and pulled out a salad and a can of tea. "Mind sharing one of your ribs?"
Fang shook his head. "Not at all." However, a burning question entered Fang's mind as he handed a rib over to Venus. "Wait. You got a job now? Where're you working at?"
"Well, I thought it would be obvious." Venus said with a chuckle. "Due to my last name, I have quite the affinity for plants. So naturally, I am now employed by the flower shop. You could say they're my specialty. Ever since I was little, I always had an interest in gardening. It's a good hobby of mine, and working with plants was soon discovered to be my talent. Pretty common for an Earthbound." Venus then stared at the sky in thought. "But the most unusual thing was that somehow, I could feel what the plants needed. Heh. Sometimes my mom thought my only friends would be plants and flowers."
Fang chuckled. "Heh heh! My parents called me a real wild child because of my wolf ears and tail. But they always meant it as a term of affection. Although, I DID wind up catching the ball with my mouth whenever my dad and I played catch." The two shared another laugh before taking a swig from their respective drinks. "But back to that point of your mom worrying about you making friends, I don't think she'd have to worry about that. Chances are, with your good looks, there wasn't anyone who wouldn't want to get close to you."
"Yeah. And that was a problem for me." Venus said with a sigh. "All the girls would usually go crazy over me, and I didn't have to do a thing to warrant such attention aside from looking about as pretty as them." A bitter laugh escaped Venus' lips. "It felt so empty. All they liked me for was my looks without even getting to know me."
Fang put a hand on Venus' back. "I know the feeling dude. Girls would scream over how cute my ears are. Heck, half of the girls I tried asking out told me 'yes' because they were afraid I'd give them sad puppy dog eyes if they said no to me. And I'm pretty good at doing that."
"Please," Venus scoffed. "You might have the ears and tail. But that doesn't mean you're THAT good at-" Venus immediately shut up as he saw Fang crouching with his wolf ears splayed against his head with his wolf tail curled around one of his feet. And Fang was hitting him hard with puppy dog eyes. ". . . I take it back. You are that good at doing that." Venus them came to a horrifying realization. "Oh Sweet Celestia. If you turned that on that mob chasing us, they would've locked us up in a fortress just to preserve us as idols!"
"Pffft! AH HA HA HA HAH HA!" Fang nearly bust a gut laughing. "I gotta say Venus. I wasn't expecting today's lunch break to be this eventful." Fang then noticed Venus's whip hanging at his hip. "Huh. You're packing your Duelist Arm? I know you don't have much training yet, but why're you carrying it around?"
Venus looked to his whip, and smiled. "Oh. Black Rose just seems happy whenever she gets to come along with me wherever I go." Venus patted the handle of his whip. "Plus, it never hurts to be prepared. After all, doesn't Burst Stream carry around his Duelist Arms with him?"
"Huh. Fair point." Fang said as he scratched his head. "But isn't the name you gave your Duelist Arm a bit on-the-nose? You might be making it too obvious that you're the plant specialist and pretty boy of our team."
Venus blinked, and raised an eyebrow in confusion. "I wasn't talking about my Duelist Arm. I was talking about the spirit inside it."  Venus' hair glowed slightly with green-and-yellow light as a beautiful dragon spirit manifested before him. However, only he could see it. "Burst mentioned to me that he heard a voice coming from his Duelist Arms twice so far. It intrigued me, and I soon discovered something after my awakening as the Element of Spirit. Due to my higher state of natural excitement, I was able to see the source of such a voice by looking at my own weapon. Black Rose is quite the talker."
"Wait. You mean you can SEE the monster your weapon's based on?!" Fang exclaimed in shock! "How come I haven't heard any voices coming from my weapon? Have you talked to any of the other guys about this?"
Venus stroked his chin in thought. "While Burst heard the voice of the monster his weapons are based on, he can't see the actual spirit of the dragon. Namely because the spirit has chosen not to manifest yet." Venus then looked to the spirit of Black Rose Dragon, and smiled. "Black Rose has manifested herself upon my seeing her despite the lack of interaction between our friends and the spirits of their own Duelist Arms."
"Huh. Cool." Fang said as he munched on another rib. "Maybe you could try and see the spirit inside my Duelist Arm." Fang scarfed down the remaining meat on the rib, and summoned his Duelist Arm after licking his fingers clean. "Have at it."
Venus smiled. "Sure thing." Venus' hair glowed once more, and he put his hand on Fang's gauntlet. However, the spirit dwelling within the Duelist Arm was not alone. "Odd. There should only be one spirit within your weapon. What's-AGH!" Venus was knocked back by a wave of dark energy!
"Venus!" Fang rushed to Venus' side. "You alright? What happened?!" Fang helped Venus to his feet, and walked him back to their bench. 
Venus shook his head as he snapped out of his shock. "Fang. I think there's something else inside your Duelist Arm. Something dark, angry, and incredibly savage." Venus shot a worried look at Fang's gauntlet. In specific, the chains that seemed to wrap around the portion that covered the lower arm. "Whatever is inside there with the monster spirit, it obviously wants out. And who knows whatever beast within is going to break free of its chains."
"Still. . ." Fang said as he looked down at his gauntlet. "I need my weapon to protect Narico. To protect our home." His gaze then steeled with determination. "And even if whatever's in here does break out, I'm not letting it take me over without a fight. You can be sure of that."
Venus sighed. "Just, be careful Fang. You're a pretty good friend. And I'd hate to have to hurt you. Especially if it meant that I'd need to save you."
"Hey. I'm pretty tough to put down." Fang said with a smirk. "I tanked a changeling commander's magic blasts at point blank and I still powered through the pain just so I could keep my biting hold on the creep."
Venus chuckled. "Element of Determination indeed. Well, lunch was fun while it lasted." Venus dusted himself off, and headed back to work. "I'll stop by your work tomorrow. See you then!" And with that, Venus waved goodbye.
Fang waved farewell too, and headed back to Shadow's cosplay shop. He looked down at his Duelist Arm before dismissing it. "Whatever's inside it, I'm not going to give in without a fight." Soon enough, Fang's shift ended and he went home for the day. After having dinner and putting Narico to bed, Fang started to get ready for bed himself. Sparing a thoughtful glance at the full moon outside.
"Sure is a nice night." Fang thought out loud as he stepped outside. "Almost nice enough to make me howl." Fang then summoned his Duelist Arm. "Funny. It's usually at night when wielding you feels most natural." Just then, Fang felt his Duelist Arm pulse. "Wh-What the-?!" Fang then fell to his knees as he felt his entire body trembling.
"After all these years. At last! Another who has inherited the wolf spirit appears before me!" A dark voice rang in Fang's mind! And as the voice spoke, the chains around the forearm portion of Fang's Duelist Arm began to shake! "Tonight, my fury shall be unchained!"
"AAAAAGGGHH!" Fang screamed as he covered his wolf ears! Doubling over in pain as he felt something within him stirring! "What's. . . happening. . . to me?!" Fang's eyes widened with horror as he saw aura claws form around his hands! A red-violet aura covered his entire body! His tail had grown longer, and his hair had become wild! But what really horrified Fang was that his teeth started to become more fanglike! The chains around his Duelist Arm breaking!
"You make a fitting vessel cub." The voice taunted in Fang's mind. "But it is futile to defy your alpha! Now stop resisting and let's see how sharp your fangs are. This town shall make an excellent sharpening tool. . .
"N-No!" Fang growled before letting out a loud howl! Waking up nearly all of Unityville in the process! As whatever dark force currently trying to manipulated him moved his body, Fang fought back to restrain himself! "I. . . won't. . . let you!"
Sure enough, the Elements of Heroism arrived on the scene. Equipped with their Duelist Arms, and clad in sleepwear. Venus' jaw dropped in horror. "Luna's moon, that's Fang!"
"What's wrong with him?!" Shadow asked with concern in his voice. "It's like he's going crazy! Like his body's been hijacked from him and he's trying to fight back against whatever's driving him nuts!"
Venus narrowed his eyes. "You're right on the nose Shadow. Earlier today, I sensed something inside Fang's Duelist Arm. There was another spirit inside it besides the monster Fang's gauntlet was based on. Something dark, angry, and savage." Venus then noticed that the chains around the gauntlet's forearm portion had broken. "And now? It's free of its chains." 
The group then froze when they saw Fang's eyes go purely white, and Fang crouched to the ground. A low growl coming from him. "And I say it wants to bite a chunk out of us!" Inferno yelled as he readied his blaster! The possessed Fang let out a savage snarl before pouncing at his friends! Inferno rolled out of the way, and opened fire! The blasts of flame searing his possessed comrade! "Whatever's making Fang go savage on us is definitely not nice! Otherwise my shots wouldn't be dealing this much damage!"
Venus was hesitant in readying his whip. However, something very specific caught his eye as he watched his fellow Elements of Heroism try to contain Fang. Each time Fang would attack, he tried to stop himself. Fang was fighting the malevolent entity that had hijacked his body! Unfortunately, it looked like said force had a strong hold on him! There has to be a way to snap Fang out of it! I've got to free him! Suddenly, Venus noticed that the flexible portion of his whip was wrapped in purple flames! 
"All of you get back!" Venus cried out as he readied his whip! "I think I've found a way to free Fang!" Venus coiled his whip around Fang's arms and torso, and yanked on his whip! The purple flames shot through the whip, and surrounded Fang's body! The red-violet aura around him burning away! Fang was in great pain as the malevolent force controlling him was expelled! "So. This is the savage spirit behind all this trouble." Venus said with a scowl as he glared at the entity he'd expelled from his friend. The dark spirit looked like a more feral version of Fang.
"You may have driven me out. But you have yet to destroy me!" The dark spirit warned. Mark my words. The cub has not seen the last of me yet. Remnants of my strength remains with him! All it lacks is a trigger. And with that, the dark spirit faded away.
Venus coiled his whip, and helped Fang up. "Hey. You put up one heck of a fight with that thing. Just like you said, you didn't give in to it. Whatever that was."
"Thanks Venus." Fang said with a weak smile. "Though I guess I ruined your beauty sleep for the night."
Venus chuckled. "Coming from the guy who had a nasty case of bedhead without even falling asleep? Let's get you home. Something tells me you could use some rest."
"The couch never sounded so good. . ." Fang groaned. "Hey Shadow? I don't suppose you could give me a day off to walk this off?"
Shadow let out a sigh of relief. "I think I'll manage just fine on my own. Don't worry about calling in, and I'll pick up Narico tomorrow for you."
Fang smiled. "Best boss I've ever had." He then looked to Venus. "I don't suppose you'll be giving me a 'Get Well Soon' card, will you?"
"I'll send flowers." Venus said with a chuckle.

	
		Episode 19: Generous Potential



Rarity sighed happily on her train ride to Castalot. Normally, it would've just been her and Opal going on this trip. However, there was an extra member to her travel party for this trip. Said member being Inferno Flare. Element of Potential and Rarity's boyfriend. "I must admit darling, I wasn't expecting you to accompany me and Opalesence here. Especially for such a short visit."
"I could use a little change of scenery after the events of a couple days ago." Inferno said with a shrug. "Let's just say nearly becoming bug food and having to fight one of my friends while their body was being hijacked really amplifies the tendency to spend time with my girlfriend." Inferno let out a sigh of relief. "Still, since things have quieted down a bit, I could consider this trip a mini vacation."
Rarity giggled at Inferno's closing stance on their trip. "Leave it to the Element of Potential to see a different use of a scenario than what others would typically be blind too." The two soon arrived at Castalot, and a transport was waiting for them. Needless to say, both Inferno were pretty surprised that Princess Celestia was letting them stay at the castle. "Here? We get to stay here?" Rarity said with awe in her voice.
"We're only staying for a couple days." Inferno said as he surveyed their room. "Giving us a room like this seems a little bit extra." he then shrugged. "But hey. I'm not one to say no to people who go the extra mile. Kinda like what I'm doing with Rarity's luggage."
Celestia smiled at the couple. "It's honestly no trouble. This is simply one of the lesser things I can do to repay the both of you for your heroics. Especially since Twilight requested that you two enjoy no less than the finest hospitality I have to offer. Enjoy your stay." She then smiled mischievously. "Just try not to get too crazy with your make-out sessions." Celestia giggled to herself as she saw both Rarity and Inferno blush! Cadence was right. They're perfect for each other.
As soon as Celestia left, Inferno set down Rarity's bags. "The benefits of having an Avatar for a parent. A bit of enhanced strength and stamina goes a long way."
"I'll say." Rarity said as she looked at Inferno lovingly. "You know darling? That train ride built up my appetite. How about we grab a bite to eat?"
Inferno smiled at Rarity's offer, and then heard his stomach growl. "Sounds good to me." He then took Rarity by the hand. "Just point me in the right direction." Sure enough, Inferno was nearly dragged along by Rarity to the nearest café. "You sure seem to adore this city." Inferno noted as he polished off his pastry. Noting the up-tight air that a lot of the people had about themselves. Even if this place is snob central.
Rarity nodded, and let out a fond sigh. "Inferno? Do you know what I love about Castalot?" Inferno didn't even have a chance to ask Rarity what made her like the city so much. "Everything!" Rarity screamed in delight as she threw her arms up in joy. "I may have been born in Unityville, but I am a Castalot woman at heart!" Rarity soon composed herself once more. "While I know the original purpose of this little excursion was to obtain some more fabric for the boutique, but Twilight was such a dear for getting us that suite at the castle! I simply MUST make her something to express my gratitude!"
"You wouldn't be the Element of Generosity otherwise." Inferno said with a chuckle as he stretched his arms and wings. "So what did you have in mind?"
Rarity surveyed her surroundings, and her eyes lit up with inspiration. "Aha! A new outfit for her birthday party this weekend! It's perfect! Oh, don't you just love it here?" Inferno was about to voice his opinion of the city when the two noticed a high-class-looking Magi couple seemingly hovering over them.
"Please excuse our interruption." The man said. "I'm Jet Set and this is my wife Upper Crust. And we just had to know. . . "
Upper crust gestured to Rarity's headwear. "Where did you get that simply marvelous hat?" Rarity was about to answer when a nearby window washer recognized her from Unityyville. The couple seemed to recoil upon hearing this new information.
"You're from Unityville?" Jet Set asked with disgust. "Well, it doesn't-GAH!" Jet Set nearly stumbled backward when a glassful of water hit his face!
Rarity looked to her front, and saw Inferno with his glass empty. "Oops." Inferno said flatly. "I'm sorry. Maybe you want rephrase what you were about to say? By all means. I'm just dying to know what demeaning remark you've got to say about my girlfriend." Inferno's tone was calm, but there was fire within his words. And it was ever-so-close to exploding.
"Wait! I recognize you!" Upper Crust said with wide eyes. "You're the ruffian that assaulted poor Blueblood back at the Grand Gala! Have you no respect for your betters?!"
Inferno scoffed as he swatted aside Upper Crust's accusing finger. "Hmph. I'd hardly call that jerk poor with how loaded he probably is. He deserved what I gave him for how horribly he was treating his date. I bet he didn't even know he was being awful to one of the Elements of Harmony either! Who just so happens to be the fine woman your husband just insulted." Inferno's tone began to grow more heated as he slowly spread his wings out. "Second, you two don't seem like anyone worth respecting. Plus, there's no way I'd ever consider snobs like you better than anyone. How the Tartarus are any of you 'noble'?"
Rarity couldn't help but blush when she saw the fire in Inferno's eyes as he defended her. Oh my. . . never has his name been more appropriate. He's setting my heart on fire!
"Lastly," Inferno got right in the snob couple's face. "I'm keeping myself restrained because I don't want my girl to think I'm the brute you say I am." Inferno pointed to Rarity. "The only reason I'm not sending you two to the hospital right now is because she's not bursting into tears at your remarks. So here's what's gonna happen: the two of you are gonna shut up, walk away, and never bother us again. But pull this crap again?" Inferno summoned his sword. "And you'll find out just how fiery my temper is. ARE. WE. CLEAR?" The snob couple nodded fearfully, and zipped off!
Inferno let out a sigh of relief as he returned to his seat. However, his eyes went wide with shock as he saw Rarity's dumbstruck expression. "I am SO sorry you had to see me like that."
"Oh, don't you dare apologize darling." Rarity said with a blush still present on her face. "You just cemented why I love you. Oh, if only I had realized you were the one for me when you first showed up on my doorstep." Rarity soon snapped herself out of her blissful state of mind. "A-Anyway! We should probably grab the fabric I need to make Twilight's dress!"
Rarity snatched up Opal, and Inferno followed the two to the fabric store. Rarity had just gotten the materials, and was in a rush to return to their suite while the design was still fresh in her mind. However, her rush to return to the suite led her to a literal run-in with one of the most prominent nobles. "Fancy Pants. . ."
"I say, that's one way to make an introduction." Fancy Pants said with a smile.
Rarity scrambled to her feet! "Oh goodness! I am SO sorry! I-I didn't see you there!" She was putting as much energy into her apology as she could. "I've just got so many bags! Even with my boyfriend's assistance, they're a handful! We were just trying to get back to our suite at the castle and-"
"You're staying at the castle?" Fancy Pants asked. Interest well present in his tone.
Inferno nodded in confirmation. "Princess Celestia was kind enough to give us a room during our stay. Then again, it does help we're pretty close friends with her current boyfriend and her star students. Plus, we are members of the Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism."
"Oh my," Fleur said with a giggle. "It seems we've come face-to-face with genuine heroes."
Fancy Pants snapped his fingers in recognition upon Inferno's declaration. "Ah! Now it's come to me! I recognize you from the gala! You and your friends certainly made the Grand Gala more lively. And as I recall, you held a concert here not a few months ago. Is that correct Mr. Flare?"
"Yeah. That's right." Inferno said with a shrug. "And just call me Inferno. No need for formality. I doubt that I've done anything that warrants that much respect. Especially since a snob couple earlier, I already forgot their names, gave me grief for standing up for my girlfriend when that royal pain Blueblood treated her awful at the gala." Inferno then narrowed his eyes at Fancy Pants. "You here to talk down to me about that too?"
Fancy Pants chuckled. "Quite the contrary. Giving Blueblood a proper thrashing is what warrants my respect for you. It's such a shame that the title of noble is rarely bestowed to those deserving of it. And I don't think Princess Celestia would look down on anybody giving Blueblood an attitude adjustment." The group shared a laugh at the thought of the massive payback the universe would send Blueblood's doorstep. Fancy Pants then turned his attention to Rarity. "It's certainly been a grand time meeting the both of you." He then noticed Rarity. "Oh. My apologies. I forgot to get both of your names. Might I have the honor miss?"
"Rarity." Rarity said with a small smile. "And it was certainly a pleasure to meet you as well."
Fancy Pants smiled. "The pleasure was all mine and Fleur's. That being said, I certainly wouldn't having a chance for us to meet once again. I've a VIP box reserved at the Wonder Bolts Race this afternoon. Would you two be so kind as to join me and my companions?"
Rarity contemplated the decision for a minute before giving her answer. "While that offer is quite enticing, I'm afraid that I must decline." She smiled as she picked up the her bags with her magic. "There's a very special project I'm working on, and it shall require the utmost care and attention. Perhaps another time!" Rarity and Inferno then resumed their trek back to their suite. However, Rarity noted Inferno looking at her with a puzzled expression. "What? Is there something on my face?"
"No." Inferno shook his head. "It's just, I wasn't expecting you to refuse an offer like that." Inferno stared at the sky in thought as he continued. "Back when I first met you, I can tell you would've jumped at the chance to rub elbows with all the VIPs. But instead, you chose to focus on Twilight's birthday dress. I'm not saying you made the wrong call. Just the opposite. But what I don't get is, why?"
Rarity smiled sadly as she reflected on past events. "It was. . . during the incident with Night Terror." The two of them froze in their tracks as Rarity continued her reflection. "At the time, I was only concerned with my own interests. What I thought was best for me. What would make only me happy. And in the end? It turned out to be the worst mistake I've ever made. I hurt my friends. And I hurt you most of all." Rarity and Inferno's eyes locked. "You tried to warn me. Tried to protect me. And I threw it back in your face because I was so selfish. But in spite of that, you still went after me. You came to save me. Because you cared about me more than I ever thought you did."
Rarity sighed. "That's why I didn't fall for Discord's trick back at the labyrinth. Because I knew you were trying to keep me safe again. And I couldn't stand hurting you like that again." She then took a deep breath. "The incident with Night Terror really put things in perspective darling. If I can't prioritize my friends' happiness over my own, then what right do I have to be called the Element of Generosity?" She then smiled warmly. "Twilight's smile is more important than any old derby. Which is why I've resolved to put her present as my top priority." Rarity then giggled. "I think Pinkie Pie would call this character development."
Inferno smiled lovingly as he wrapped a wing around Rarity. "You know? Just now you reminded me of a very important lesson my dad taught me when I started to get into my music career."
"Oh?" Rarity asked. Her interest piqued at the chance to have some insight into her boyfriend's life and parents. "And what might that lesson be?"
Inferno chuckled. "He told me that music is like peoples' tastes. It's ever-changing, and it doesn't always appeal to the same people. He said, 'If you try to make everyone happy, then no one's going to smile. Make sure that the crowd that matters to you is the only one cheering.' And it's stuck with me ever since. Especially whenever some critic would say that my type of music's not cutting it for them. As long as I saw the crowd enjoying what I do, I could care less."
Rarity smiled lovingly as she leaned her head against Inferno's shoulder. "Something tells me that I've just figured out why you treasure me so much. The smile of someone you love is something you should never let go of." 
Sure enough, Rarity had finished Twilight's dress. And just in time too as Twilight, the girls, and the remaining guys had arrived in Castalot to have Twilight's party. As luck would have it, Fancy Pants was holding an event at the same time. He noticed Rarity having fun with her friends, and he and Fleur decided to take a leave of absence from their event. Surprisingly, he got into the spirit of things quite quickly. Even praising Rarity's skills as a seamstress and wanted to endorse her work to all his associates. 
Rarity smiled as she and Inferno watched the rest of the party unfold. "You know darling? I did not expect things to unfold this way. In many ways, events unfolded beyond my expectations for the better."
"Well, you were pretty generous by giving up the chance to advance your own happiness." Inferno said as he looked into Rarity's eyes. "And that opened the potential for a better chance than you could've dreamed of." The two shared a kiss. Unaware that all their friends had snapped pictures of them to file under the 'Aaaw' category.

	
		Episode 20: Shadow of Levity



The young man observed Unityville from the rooftop he'd claimed as his perch. "I guess all of the insanity that's gone down here is considered average by now. Faust knows what's in store for this town's future. But despite all the craziness, everyone's pretty happy here." The young man thought out loud as he watched everyone going about their daily lives. 
The young man got up to stretch. His crimson scarf trailing down his back as he rose. At his feet was a sword that looked like it came from Eastern Unity, and he was in garb like that of a ninja. Beside him was a simple backpack containing some of his travel supplies. However, he noticed something unusual as he stood up. Said abnormality being Pinkie Pie walking around and one lock of her puffy pink hair acting like some sort of radar. "That girl seems to be happier than most." He then noted Pinkie Pie bouncing up and down when she appeared to find what she was looking for and zipped off! "Wonder where she ran off to?"
Unbeknownst to the young man, Pinkie had managed to make her way to the very rooftop he was. Pinkie zipped over to him, and immediately made her presence known. "HI!" Pinkie hollered at the top of her lungs! Startling the young man and making him jump into the air before landing on his feet in a crouching position.
The young man clutched his chest! His heart racing and his mind was panicking as he was trying to process how Pinkie Pie had managed to get the drop on him! How did she get up here so fast?! How did I not notice her?! How'd she manage to sneak up on me?! ME?! A literal ninja of all people!
"Nice to meetcha!" Pinkie said cheerfully as she took a few steps back to give the young man some space. "I'm Pinkie Pie! Resident Party Person of Unityville! What's your name?"
The young man blinked in complete surprise, and shaking his head to snap himself back into reality. "My name is Akage Strider." Akage then bowed. "And it's nice to meet you as well Element of Laughter." His brown eyes then met Pinkie's sky blue eyes. "But, how did you find me?"
"My Pinkie Sense silly!" Pinkie giggled. "It tells when something's gonna happen! Like when there's a new person I haven't met in town, or when there's a real doozy going on!" Pinkie Pie beamed with pride at her trademark ability. "Pretty neat, huh?"
Akage managed a small smile. "That's pretty impressive." However, he recoiled a bit when Pinkie began to inspect him and his clothes. "Uh, what're you doing?" He then had to shoo her away from his scarf. "Why are you so interested in my clothes?"
"Hmm." Pinkie Pie scratched her head. "Akage? Are you a ninja? Because you've got the black outfit, but you don't have a headband or wear orange. Can you shoot a huge ball of energy? Can you make shadow clones?"
Akage sighed and face palmed. That anime is not real ninjitsu. Why is that what people usually associate with ninjas? "Yes Pinkie. I am a ninja. But Naruto is not an accurate depiction of what ninjas can actually do. You haven't offended me in any way, but I just want to make sure you're aware of the difference."
"Pfft! Of course I know that show's not what ninjas really do!" Pinkie said as she waved off Akage's explanation. "Though I guess my sneaking up on you puts your ninja vanish to shame!"
Akage chuckled. This is a girl who really knows how to make people smile. "True enough. It's not everyday a master of stealth finds himself being snuck up on. Also, little known fact. When a ninja vanishes, he doesn't announce 'ninja vanish'. It ruins the purpose of disappearing." Akage grabbed his katana, and slung it across his back along with his backpack. 
"Oooh!" Pinkie said with realization. "So what brings you to Unityville, Akage? Nothing much happens here. Well, usually. There was Nightmare Moon returning, the Nightmare Forces attacking, Discord turning Unityville into the chaos capitol of the world. Oh! And then there was that time a wasp mutant changeling shot up the town with explosive stingers!"
Akage laughed at how Pinkie Pie just listed off all the climactic events that had happened over the course of a year or so. "I suppose you could say that I was assigned here by my father." Akage said with a shrug. "Well, that's a part of it actually. Upon the defeat of the Nightmare Forces, a strange glow was coming from my upper arm."
"Oh! You must be here to join with the Elements of Heroism!" Pinkie said with a smile. "And here I thought they couldn't get any cooler! Now they're gonna get a ninja on their team! So when did you arrive here? Did you just get here today?"
Akage smiled. "Actually, I've been observing Unityville for a few weeks now. Staying out of sight to make sure my presence didn't disrupt daily life. A cornerstone of good ninjas is being able to see all without being seen themselves."
"Cool!" Pinkie Pie chirped. However, this brought up another question burning in Pinkie's mind. "But where do you sleep? Do you curl up in the shadows and use them as blankets? Do you sleep standing up?"
"Ah ha ha!" Akage laughed at Pinkie's questions. "No. I just sleep in a tree. Just me, a branch, and a blanket." Akage's eyes then went wide when he heard Pinkie gasp and start dragging him by his scarf! "Pinkie Pie?! What are you doing?"
"Aw, don't be panicky Akage!" Pinkie giggled. "I'm taking care of your sleeping problem! You're gonna stay with me and sleep in a nice, warm bed!" She then gasped at a new realization. "Oh my gosh! I can also make your Welcome to Unityville party a slumber party too! THIS IS GONNA BE SO MUCH FUN!"
Akage had been trying to process Pinkie Pie in his mind. He then immediately decided it was a fruitless effort and just went along with her randomness. Mom always said the best things in life are often unexpected. Akage thought to himself as he spared a glance towards Pinkie Pie, and smiled slightly. I don't think you could get more unexpected than this girl.
Sure enough, the pair arrived at Sugar Cube Corner. Akage dusted himself off to look more presentable. However, the Cakes were understandably hesitant at just having the young ninja stay at their own place of dwelling. "Oh! We do hope you're not upset by this deary!" Mrs. Cake said.
"It's understandable." Akage said with a nod. "However, I have a proposition similar to the lines of Pinkie's living arrangments." Akage quickly donned an apron and grasped the handle of his katana. "I'll earn my keep by working in your service. And I assure you, that I have plenty of experience cooking. Baking is especially one of my strong suits."
Mr. Cake smiled nervously. "Well that's very good to hear Akage. But telling us you're good and showing us is an entirely different matter."
"I was hoping you'd say that." Akage said with a smirk. "Tell me. What's the cake you have the most difficulty slicing into?" Pinkie pointed to a particularly thick-layered cake that was on the display case. "Give me some room please."  Akage drew his katana, and threw the cake into the air! He then slashed at the cake with lightning-fast speed! Akage then grabbed the display tray for the cake, and caught the falling cake on it! Sliding the blade of his katana underneath the cake, Akage pulled out a perfect slice with ease! "You should see me make shuriken cookies." Akage said with a smile. He then noticed the Cakes awed faces and Pinkie clapping at his demonstration. "So. Do I get the job?"
Not a few minutes later, Akage was hired on as a full-time member of Sugar Cube Corner's staff. I guess I won't have to worry about food or lodging. Akage thought to himself as he took out a batch of shuriken cookies that had just finished baking. The regular customers had grown especially fond of Akage's custom treats, and quite pleased whenever he performed a little show by throwing the cookies to those who had ordered some. No wonder Pinkie likes working here. This job's really fun! 
Sure enough, it got to be closing time. Akage was about to close up when he noticed a note left on the door. It was from Pinkie Pie telling him to head to the library. "Huh. I wonder if she's found a manga section there." Akage made his way over to the library, and found it was completely dark. "Strange." Akage grasped the handle of his katana before slowly opening the door. His caution dropped when he was met with Pinkie Pie sounding off a party blower in his face. 
"WELCOME TO UNITYVILLE AKAGE!" Pinkie Pie screamed right in Akage's face! "Work was done, so what better time to throw your party? C'mon! I'll introduce you to all of my friends!" Once again, Akage was led by his scarf to meet the Elements of Harmony and the Elements of Heroism. "Oh! Akage! Show them your throwing star cookie trick!"
Akage chuckled. "You always get a kick out of that don't you? Okay then." Akage pulled a small bag of his shuriken cookies, and hurled one at Pinkie. She instantly shot forward and chomped down on it! "Pinkie. How's anyone else supposed to catch a cookie if you keep snagging them mid-launch?" Akage hurled a shuriken cookie at Burst Stream next!
Burst smiled as he grasped the handle of his own sword, and cut the cookie in two while it was flying at him! "Maybe you shouldn't have your ammunition be so edible." Burst then bit into the cookie he'd sliced up. "Mmm! On second thought, I'd tank a hundred hits from these if it meant getting to eat them!"
"Impressive." Akage said with a smile. "Not many would have the skills to strike at my projectiles so quickly." Akage was ready to send another shuriken cookie Burst's way, but it was pinned to the wall by a silver dagger construct! Akage turned his attention to Steel Edge whose hand was covered in the silver aura of his magic. "Though I guess having a projectile doesn't matter if it gets knocked out of your hand. I wonder if the Element of Honor is as skilled with a true blade as he is with ones made of magic?"
Steel smirked. "Buddy. You just made my day." Steel left his spot against the bookcase. "As a little kid, it was my dream to fight against a ninja."
"Whoa whoa whoa!" Burst called out as he got between the two. "As much as we'd all like to see an epic fight between two great swordsmen. . ." Burst headed to his backpack, and pulled out two toy lightsabers. "I think we could make it even more epic." Both Steel and Akage's faces looked like their birthday and Hearthswarming had been rolled into one. "Round 1! Fight!" Within seconds the library was filled with the sounds straight out of a lightsaber duel. Twilight was almost running all over the library to safeguard her precious books. 
Both Steel and Akage were quite skilled with blades. Steel executed a spin attack, but Akage jumped over it and brought the plastic blade of his lightsaber down toward Steel's face! Steel back flipped to doge, and the launched himself at Akage with his wings! Thrusting his own lightsaber at him! Akage quickly blocked and fell back to the ground. Steel's ascent into an Avatar had granted him a huge boost in stamina, but Akage was far from being on his last legs. Managing to hold himself up a little longer. "This strike will decide it all. . ." Akage crouched slightly, and kept his lightsaber in a ready position.
"One final clash of dueling stances." Steel said with a smirk as he got into his own stance. "Bring it." And with one charge, and a single draw, it ended. Akage on his knees and panting in exhaustion. "Don't need to knock you down if I can just outlast you." Steel said with a smile as he helped Akage up.
Akage bowed in respect. "Had you thrown magic into the mix, there wouldn't have been much of a doubt about which of us would have won. But you fight with honor by relatively matching your base skill with that of mine."
"Thanks." Steel said with a chuckle. "And you maintained some pretty sweet air time despite being an Earthbound. Not to mention your speed kept me on the defensive for a good while." Steel then noticed Akage's katana hanging near his backpack. "Next time we'll see how your real blade holds up against mine."
Burst patted Akage on the back. "Count me in too! I always wanted to fight against an opponent who specializes in speed." Burst then noticed Rainbow Dash raising a hand to interject. "That can stay at ground level for more than five seconds." Everyone shared a laugh as Rainbow pouted. Steel going over to comfort his girlfriend. "Welcome to the fold Akage."
Akage smiled. "Happy to join." And with that, he downed his soda in a single gulp before rejoining the party. Things went back to their regular routine the next day with Akage helping out Pinkie in the kitchen. However, the normal buzz of Unityville was soon interrupted when Stinger, the scorpion mutant changeling, burst up from the ground! "Hold this." Akage zipped off to the room he and Pinkie shared, and slung his katana onto his back. "I have some pest control to perform."
"HAH!" Stinger scoffed as the Elements of Heroism surrounded him. "You might've sent Needle packing, but my sting packs more of a punch than his!" Stinger feigned striking with his tail as an intimidating gesture. He then glared at Steel. "Hey, you're the one who interrupted us when we came to waste the others. Well now, TIME TO REMOVE YOU!" Stinger's tail shot straight for Steel! However, the tip of the scorpion changeling's poisonous tail was parried! "What?!"
Akage was holding his ground as he used the blade of his katana to block Stinger's tail! He then turned to Steel, and smiled. "Please. Allow me to care of pest control." Akage managed to push back Stinger! "Shouldn't you be fighting Spider-Man?"
"Shut it!" Stinger growled. "I'm only here to take out these wimps! Then when I do Queen Chrysalis will probably make me her head general when our plan come to-" Stinger then realized the error he'd made he mentioned Chrysalis. "Uh-oh. I wasn't supposed to say her name!"
Akage chuckled. "So you're trying to advance your rank by landing you some points?" He then crouched into a dueling stance. "I guess that makes you a score-pion."
"STOP JOKING AROUND!" Stinger roared as he lashed out at Akage with his tail! "QUIT JOKING AND TAKE THIS FIGHT SERIOUSLY!" Stinger continued to wildly thrash his tail about! Hoping in vain that he'd strike Akage! But Akage was too fast! The ninja being a crimson blur as he evaded each of Stinger's tail strikes! Stinger was so preoccupied with his front that he hadn't noticed Akage sneak behind him to literally kick his tail! "GAGH!" Stinger felt around his back, and soon saw that his tail had gone limp! "My tail! I-I can't move it!"
Akage smirked. "Looks like you'll literally be going home with your tail between your legs. And all because I hit a sensitive spot by literally kicking your ass." Akage soon saw Stinger ready to charge at him, but then saw the mutant changeling trip! A pink blur soon appearing in front of Akage!
"Hi!" Pinkie said before slinging her yoyo back to her. "One lump or a thousand?" Before Stinger could even answer, he was met with a flurry of strikes to his face courtesy of Pinkie's Harmony Keeper. The mutant changeling having enough of the insanity and letting the emergency teleport return him to the hive. "Huh. I guess that fight was a walk in the park!" Pinkie said with a smile as she performed the walk-the-dog trick with her yoyo.
Burst patted Akage on the back. "That was awesome Akage! But, that mutant changeling had a point. I like a good bit of banter in a fight, but why'd you joke so much back there?"
"Well when you train to work in the shadows, you learn how to keep a situation light." Akage said with a chuckle. "A hero's gotta keep up a smile to show everyone that no matter how serious things get, it's going to be all right." And with that, Akage's upper arm glowed with a brilliant light. A mark resembling a red ninja armor mask present once the light died down. "Just the tiniest bit of levity can pull you up when you feel down."
Burst smiled. "I think that's something we all could use." He then shook Akage's hand. Welcoming him to the Elements of Heroism. "By the way, you a Dragon Ball fan?"
Akage zipped away and soon returned wearing a t-shirt designed after Goku's gi. "Who's your favorite character?" The group burst into laughter.

	
		Episode 21: Babysitting



Akage was with Pinkie Pie at Unityville General Hospital. The two of them checking in with the Cakes to see the couple's twin bundles of joy that had just joined the world. A baby Magi girl named Pumpkin and a Skyborn boy named Pound. And the young ninja couldn't help but smile when he saw Pinkie fawn over the cake twins. I expect her to get quite close to those two in the near future. Akage thought to himself. 
However, things weren't exactly back to normal at Sugar Cube Corner. Raising a baby is quite the demanding job. Made only more demanding as there were now two infants to care for. Both Akage and Pinkie were impressed by the Cakes being able to juggle caring for their children and keeping the shop up and running simultaneously. Unfortunately, said schedule was further disrupted by the Cakes being called away to make a delivery. Naturally, Pinkie offered her assistance in watching the twins. "Now then! This should be plenty of fun!" Pinkie chirped as she zipped off to play with the twins.
"Uh, sure. . . " Akage said nervously. "Pinkie? Do you have any experience caring for children?"
Pinkie giggled. "Oh it'll be easy silly! All I gotta do is make sure they're fed, changed, and bathed! Just three big things to remember and we'll be just fine?" She then returned her attention to Pound and Pumpkin "Isn't that right?" Pinkie then resumed making funny faces to amuse the twins.
"I'm not so sure." Akage said as he scratched his head. "Twilight said that baby Magi have magic surges and Rainbow Dash said that baby Skyborn just love to mess around with their wings. Maybe we should call them for advice? It couldn't hurt, right?"
Pinkie shot a pleading gaze toward Akage. "But Akage, I Pinkie Promised Mr. and Mrs. Cake that I'd be able to watch Pound and Pumpkin on my own! You wouldn't want me to break my promise, would you?"
"I. . ." Akage gave a defeated sigh. From what he'd heard, a Pinkie Promise was quite binding. And breaking one? Well, he really didn't want to know what the consequences would be. "Alright. But just tell me when you get to a point where it's too much for you." Akage retreated to the kitchen and promptly started reading his book. Things were quiet for a few hours, so Akage decided to check the time. "Hmm. Just about bath time." He got up, and walked over to the bathroom. "I wonder what's going- BLAAARBB!" Akage's face was met with a jet of water! As soon as he regained his sight, Akage saw Pinkie pushing a tub off her. "Do, I even want to know?"
Pinkie Pie shook her head. "All I'll say is that bath time was a complete wash." Sure enough, night fell and it was time to put the Cake Twins to bed. However, Pinkie was having great difficulty trying to get them to sleep. "Pleeease go to sleep!" Pinkie Pie pleaded with the infants! She was beginning to lose hope that she'd be able to handle the twins when she noticed their hands reaching for something. That something was Akage's scarf. "Akage! Quick! Let Pound and Pumpkin snuggle with your scarf!"
Akage tensed up. His scarf was his most prized possession. A gift his mother had given him since childhood that had grown with him. However, Akage knew that it was needed for a more vital purpose at the moment. "As you wish." Akage removed his scarf, and gently placed it in the crib. Pound and Pumpkin nuzzled against the scarf and squealed happily as they soon drifted off to sleep. The sight bringing up memories from Akage's childhood. "Sleep well." Akage said with a smile before heading off to bed.
The next morning, Akage was stunned to see Pumpkin shakily return his scarf by levitating it with her magic. "Thank you Pumpkin. You took very good care of it." Hearing the baby girl giggle couldn't help but warm Akage's heart. He then joined Pinkie for breakfast. "So how'd the Cakes like our work?"
"They were thrilled!" Pinkie Pie chirped as she began to dig into her breakfast. "Babies really are a labor of love. Which got me wondering. . ." Pinkie then scooted up to Akage. "When do you think we should have some of our own?"
Akage's eyes shrunk to pinpricks, and he did the only logical thing. Spit out the tea he was drinking. The Cake Twins then had a new thing to make them laugh that day.

	
		Episode 22: Guys' Night



"Man. Am I glad the week's over." Shadow said with a sigh of relief. "So Fang. You got any plans for Saturday? I'm pretty sure you don't have much else in store except spending time with Narico. How is your little bro doing by the way? He and the CMC still hanging out together?"
Fang smiled. "Yeah. Narico likes to spend time with them at their clubhouse a lot. He also really likes going to the library to hang out with Spike. The two of them really like talking about comics with each other. But as for weekend plans, I've got nothing."
"Then it appears we're in the same camp." Venus said as he approached the two. "Hello again you two. Happy Friday!" Venus fist bumped Shadow and Fang. "Hard to believe that Hearth's Warming's coming up so soon, huh?" Venus let out a fond sigh of his time with the Elements of Heroism so far. "Hard to believe a couple months have passed by so quickly."
"Time flies when you're having fun." Akage said as he leaped down from his perch in a tree. "Then again, I've only been here for a week so far. Glad to see all of us new EoH members got some free time that isn't intruded upon by mutant changelings or other villains."
Shadow beamed, and nodded. "Yup!" He then got an idea. "Say, since we've all got no plans for tonight, how about we hold a Guys' Night at Burst's place? I can't think of a better way to give us something to do."
"You sure about that Shadow?" Venus asked. "Burst seems like a nice guy, but I doubt he'll just let us roll right into his house and have ourselves a whole night's worth of fun."
Akage shrugged. "It couldn't hurt to ask. So what've we got to lose?" And with that, the group headed to Burst's place and knocked on the door. "Moment of truth my friends."
"Oh. Hey guys." Burst greeted as he opened the door. "What brings you all to my place tonight?"
Shadow scratched his head. "Well, me and the other new members were thinking. . . could we hold a guys' night here? Let's not kid ourselves. While most of us are aware of each other, we can't really call ourselves friends yet. So we figured, this could be a good way for all of us to get to know each other!" Shadow then hid his face behind his beanie cap. "Pleasesayyes."
"Sure." Burst said with a shrug. "Just let me make a couple calls." Burst dialed up Inferno, Steel, Tyrannus, Ace, and Ice's numbers on his phone. "Hey guys. You all down to hang at my place tonight? Shadow and the rest of the new members decided to hold a little get-together. Of course I'm ordering us some pizzas! My fridge doesn't have enough food for ten people. Anyway, be sure to bring some sodas and a couple movies or games. I've got a Nintendo Switch and a PS4. Cool. See you all in a few."
Burst Stream hung up, and smiled. "So. Any last minute items you guys wanna bring to the party?" The younger members all dashed to their homes before returning a few minutes later with various entertainment items. "Alright then. Guys' night is officially ready. Just gotta make the call for the delivery."
About fifteen minutes later, the rest of the Elements of Heroism showed up. "Hey everyone!" Inferno greeted. "Who wants to kick off tonight with a couple rounds of Street Fighter?" The guys instantly gathered around Burst's TV. Each of them took turns fighting as each player who lost a match forfeited their controller to the next player. Needless to say, Akage was utterly destroying everyone else. "Geez Akage! Were you also a pro gamer on top of being a ninja?"
"You forget." Akage said with a smirk as he landed a devastating combo! "These games were developed in my homeland. Meaning I had access to them sooner than any of you. The result being that I owned all of you."
Steel went to the door, and called out that the pizza had arrived. Prompting Burst to dismiss himself to pay for their food. When he returned, Tyrannus had put on Jurrasic Park on the DVD player. "Sweet." Tyrannus said with a smile as he grabbed a slice. "Watching a movie just isn't the same without snacks." The movie marathon from there consisted of Star Wars, The Avengers, and a Godzilla movie.
"Alright. Looks like the only thing left to do is share a bit about ourselves." Burst said with a smile. "So who's got the guts to spill all their info?"
Dark Ice smirked. "Sounds like a job for the Element of Courage." Ice clapped his hands together. "Well, I guess the only thing I really need to share is that I wanted to be a voice actor when I was in my teens. One of my favorite shows was Fairy Tale, and my favorite character was Natsu. Heck, I even have a hairstyle similar to his! Plus, I can relate to his temper and tendency to get fired-up!"
"I guess I'll go next." Tyrannus said with a small smile. "I used to be bullied a lot as a little kid. Ironic that it's usually the bigger kids that are the bullies. One annoying nickname they gave me was T. Rex because the thought I'd stomp them like the dinosaur my shorthanded name shared. But I tolerated it all just to prove that they were wrong." Tyrannus then saw Shadow jump onto him and give him a big sympathy hug. "Shadow. I got over this when I was seven years old. You don't need to make me feel better."
Shadow shook his head. "I don't care! You still need healing hugs!" Everyone shared a laugh. "Well since I was so eager to jump-in, I'll go next. I was a cosplay freak as a little kid. I still am! Every Nightmare Night I would spend a week prior to the holiday just to perfect or customize a costume! I always wanted to make my hobby a career, and now I've got a whole cosplay shop!"
"Hmm. I'll have to stop by." Akage mused. "I could use some good prop weapons. That, and I could use a Ninja Turtle costume." Akage then noticed the odd looks everyone was giving him. ". . . What? A real ninja can't be allowed to like Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles? Well, I'm breaking that trend!" Akage sprung to his feet, and raised his fists to the air! "I AM AKAGE STRIDER! AND I LOVE TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES!"
Venus soon recovered from the shared laughing fit the rest of the guys were going through. "M-My turn now. I use women's hair care products to maintain my hair."
"Well that's obvious." Fang said with a shrug. "I mean, how else do you get it to look that good or smell that nice? It's no secret dude. As for me? I guess the thing I wanna share is that my mom used to call me her little pup." Fang's face went red. "For. . . obvious reasons."
Steel scratches his chin. "I'm guessing it's probably because you followed her around a lot. Same with my mom." Steel let out a fond sigh. "I guess that brings me to my item. My parent's originally wanted to name me Razor." The other guys burst into laughter. Steel cracking a smile before joining in. "Yeah. Subtle, wasn't it? They would've been better off naming me 'Edge Lord'!"
"Oh-Oh that's too good!" Inferno said as he clutched his sides. "Okay then. It's my turn." Inferno took a deep breath. "I used to not like music at all." He then noticed the shocked expressions on the others' faces. "Yeah. Pretty crazy, right? But all that changed when I heard the Pokémon theme song."
Ace gulped. "W-Well since we're on the topic of anime, I-I. . ." Ace shut his eyes. "I LIKE CUTE SLICE-OF-LIFE ANIME!" He then threw himself onto the floor. "Finally got that out of my system. . ." 
"Well now," Inferno said with a smirk. "Looks like the only one left is our fearless leader. So what deep dark secret do you have to share with us? We'll take it to our graves before we spill it to anyone else! Or, y'know, our girlfriends make us cough it up."
Burst blinked. "Might as well not keep you all in suspense." Burst Stream sighed and steeled his gaze. "I've got a villain crush. In specific, that villain would be Nightmare Moon." His cheeks then slightly reddened. "Believe it or not, she was my first kiss. It was right after she'd knocked me around after her return."
"Burst." Steel said as he put a hand on Burst's shoulder. "You are now officially the most badass person I know since you were able to hold your own against an Avatar and get a kiss from the goddess who tried to bring eternal night all without dying." 
And so, guys' night came to an end. However, in the Castle of the Two Sisters, the slowly recovering Nightmare Moon couldn't help but sneeze as she felt someone mention her.

	
		Episode 23: Observations



Akage was intently focused on the calendar hanging on the wall of his and Pinkie Pie's room. It was currently November, and Hearth's Warming was right around the corner. Meaning that now was as good a time as any to purchase presents for his friends. Said friends being the other Elements of Heroism and the Main 6. "It's time."
The young ninja opened up the window, and leaped out! Landing on a nearby rooftop ledge. Pulling himself up, Akage perched himself so that he could view Unityville. Akage scanned through the crowds below when he spotted Tyrannus out and about. "Ah. First target acquired." Stealthily, Akage made his way over to a better vantage point to see what item had caught Ty's interest. Of all things, it was stuffed animal T-Rex. "Ah. Makes sense." Akage then vanished using a smoke bomb. As luck would have it, Tyrannus could've sworn he was being watched at the time.
Akage continued his observations of both the teams of elements. He noted Twilight's love of magic and books, Shadow's love of cosplay, Fang's interest in manga, Fluttershy's love of animals, Venus had a strong affinity for plants, Inferno's liking towards music, Steel's fascination with RPG videogames, and Ace and Ice's love of anime.
Pinkie's present is going to be easy enough to get. The girl loves sweets, so I might as well make her some cookies or give her a personalized candy assortment. Akage thought to himself as he finished observing Applejack, Rarity, and Rainbow Dash to find out what gift would be best for them. He decided on a new jacket, a scarf, and a Wonderbolts fact encyclopedia based on what his fellow Elements of Heroism had said about their interests. All that's left is to observe my fearless leader.
With that thought, Akage took to following Burst Stream. However, there was one difficulty Akage met when following Burst. That being because of Burst's extensive training with Aether, he was aware that he was being followed. "Hm?" Burst spun around, and looked right in the direction of where Akage had just barely ducked out of sight! "Could've sworn someone was watching me. . ." Burst continued on his walk. However, he kept looking behind him or over his shoulder to confirm whether his suspicions were correct. Since visual confirmation wasn't turning up any results, Burst tried to feel out who was following him by sensing their energy. But before Burst could hone-in, Akage had moved out of range! 
"Ugh! This is driving me nuts!" Burst exclaimed as he pulled at his hair! "I need to get my mind off this!" And with that, Burst rushed over to Sugar Cube Corner. Ordering a soda as he sat down.
Pinkie noticed the wary expression on Burst's face, and was curious as to what had the Element of Power so cautious. "Are you alright Burst? You look a bit jumpy today."
"It's just. . ." Burst let out a sigh. "For the past few minutes, I've sensed that someone's been tailing me. But even when I felt out their energy, they split!" Burst tightened his grip around the soda bottle. "And it's driving me crazy!"
Pinkie scratched her head in thought before smiling at a potential solution. "Oh! Maybe you could ask Akage for help! He's a ninja, so he's great at knowing how to catch whoever's following you! Here he is now. Up there." Pinkie pointed to the ceiling.
"Up. . . there?" Burst asked. The puzzled expression on his face vanishing when he saw Akage positioned against the ceiling. There was complete silence between the two for a few seconds. "You know, this seems kind of obvious in hindsight. But still-AH! CEILING NINJA!"
"Ah heh heh! Sorry!" Akage said with a nervous smile as he dropped down to the floor. "I just wanted to see what you liked so I'd have a good idea for your Hearth's Warming present."
Burst blinked. "That's all? Going the extra mile must be the standard amount of effort for you. Well, Yu-Gi-Oh! cards. I like Yu-Gi-Oh!, and I've been thinking about getting the rest of the guys into it too."
"Oh." Akage said with a nod. "Come to think of it, you DO look like a human version of the Blue-Eyes White Dragon." The ninja then let out a sigh of relief. "Mission accomplished. And now, I take my leave." Akage got into a ninja-vanish pose, but then came to an embarrassing realization when he noticed both Burst and Pinkie smirking at the fact he was still present. "I knew I should've brought extra smoke bombs."

	
		Episode 24: Hearth's Warming



Weeks had gone by, and Hearth's Warming arrived. Each of the Elements of Heroism and the Main 6 had their own plans for the holiday. Needless to say, it wouldn't be a Hearth's Warming that any of them would be forgetting any time soon. And all of them couldn't wait to enjoy the holiday. Particularly all the couples who had found a special somebody.

Inferno and Rarity
Inferno wiped the frost from the window as he let out a fond sigh. Despite his fiery nature, Hearth's Warming made winter his favorite time of year. Namely due to the warmth people felt by spending the holiday with the people they loved. And now? He was spending it with his girlfriend Rarity. But there was an even larger milestone that the couple was approaching.
"You think you've worn a hole through the floor yet?" Inferno asked playfully as he noticed Rarity pacing around the portion of the boutique that served as living space. "Or maybe you've worn through the soles of your boots instead?"
Rarity giggled, and rolled her eyes knowingly at her boyfriend's efforts to calm her down. "Oh, enough you!" She said with a small smile. "But can you really blame me for being nervous darling?" Rarity took a deep breath. "I've talked about you with my parents over the phone. But this will be your first time meeting them. Aren't you the least bit nervous?"
Inferno chuckled. "Hey. I've had to deal with an ocean's worth of crowds. If there's anything I'm used to, it's pressure. But I won't lie, I am a little bit stressed too. I caught up with my own folks a while back and told them about all my adventures so far. Things are pretty calm right now, so I figured now would be as good a time as any for them to drop by."
"Well. Glad to know we're both dealing with the same source of worry." Rarity said with a sigh. "But I suppose this is just another challenge we'll face." Rarity then took Inferno's hand, and smiled lovingly at him. "And neither of us will be alone facing it."
Inferno stared soulfully into Rarity. His fire red eyes meeting her sapphire blue ones. "I helped fight against a whole army just to get you back. And before that? I fought against you when you were tricked by Night Terror." He then tightened his hold on Rarity's hand. "Believe me when I say that nothing in the world's gonna keep me from loving you." The two had just went in for a kiss, but their lip lock was interrupted by the sound of a camera going off.
"Oh how simply precious!" Rarity's mother cooed at the couple's romantic moment. "Don't mind us Rarity! Just preserving the moment!" Both of Rarity's parents were garbed in tourist clothes. "Just capturing a nice little holiday moment between one of our little babies and their special someone!"
Rarity's face was flushed red! "M-Mother! I am a fully grown adult! Would you PLEASE stop calling me your baby?! It's so embarrassing!" Rarity crossed her arms for added emphasis on her point, prompting Inferno to chuckle at her flustered state.
"I don't think you're gonna have any luck with that Rarity." Inferno said as he shook his head. "Parents LIVE to embarrass their kids when they get the chance. Heck, my mom has a pretty humiliating pet name for me that she hasn't dropped even when I started touring."
Rarity's father chuckled. "Nice to know that even the biggest rock star on the planet still gets humiliated by his parents." He then extended his hand to Inferno. "Hondo Flanks. And your picture today is courtesy of my wife Cookie Crumbles. Pleasure to meet you at long last."
"You too." Inferno said as he shook Hondo's hand. "I've gotta say you two really did well to raise a gem like Rarity." He then scratched his head. "Hope that her telling you about my previous lifestyle didn't give you any wrong assumptions about me."
Cookie Crumbles giggled. "No need to worry about that dear. Rarity told us all about how you've been committing yourself to your relationship and working as an Element of Heroism. You could even say she's living out one of the fairytales she adored as a child!" Cookie's eyes lit up with remembrance of happy memories. "Oh, I remember when she used to beg me to read her some before bed!"
Rarity buried her face in her hand to shield her blush. "I think you've shared quite enough about my childhood mother." She then decided to drop her defenses and stared Inferno right in his eyes. "I won't lie darling. I'm hoping your parents have equally silly stories about your youthful exploits."
And as if Rarity's prayers were answered, a pillar of flame shot up in the living room! When the flames died, down a pair of black wings unfurled to reveal a woman with jet black skin. She had red eyes, long fire-red hair, a burning heart mark on her hand, and was clad in rock star clothing. "What's up people?!" The Avatar of Passion greeted loudly. The Skyborn man beside her offered an apologetic smile. His clothes being far more casual.
"This is only the beginning." Inferno murmured to Rarity. "Hi. . . Mom." Inferno then found himself being swept up into a tight hug by his mother!
Seraph Flare couldn't contain the joy in her heart as she held her son. "There you are my little firecracker!" She cooed affectionately. "Who would've thought you'd go from rock star to superhero in such a short time?"
"Now, Sera. Put the kid down." Ash Blaze said with a chuckle. "Inferno's been through a lot if the news and paper are any indication." Ash Blaze then pulled his son into a hug. "It might not be as passionate as your mother's, but it's good to see you again son. And we're proud of what you've been doing."
Inferno smiled. "Thanks Dad. But I think you were proud even before that. Following in your footsteps before making my own path was pretty epic too."
"Follow in his footsteps?" Rarity thought out loud. She then noticed the star struck look in her parent's eyes. "Um, Mother? Father? Are you both alri-?!" Both of Rarity's parents zipped over to Ash Blaze!
"Oh my Celestia!" Cookie Crumbles squealed in delight! "You're Ash Blaze! One of the greatest artists of our lifetime!" She grasped Hondo's hand excitedly. "Our very first kiss was at one of your concerts! No one played with as much fire as you did!"
Seraph giggled. "Why else did you think I married him?" She then draped her arms around Ash's shoulders. "I just love someone who puts all of their passion into their work." Seraph then turned her gaze to her son. "And I'd say our resident love birds make some pretty sweet music too." Seraph Flare then detached herself from her husband, and walked over to Rarity. "Inferno tells me that you're quite the designer."
"Oh, well," rarity said nervously. "It's all part of being a fashionista. I've loved fashion every since I was a little girl. My dream was to open up a boutique like this one. And whatever I do, I give my everything into it."
Seraph Flare smiled. "It's your passion. I knew I felt a strong burning from when you discovered it." She noticed Rarity's confused expression. "I suppose you know that I'm an Avatar like the princesses. See my Talent Crest?" Seraph showed the burning heart mark on her hand. "It symbolizes how I lived for passion. It's what I dedicated myself to, and what I represent." She then spared a glance at the couple. "Something tells me the two of you are going show each other a whole lot of it." Both Inferno and Rarity blushed furiously!
"Well, she's not wrong." Inferno muttered to himself as he held Rarity's hand. "You are my passion." The two decided to just kiss. They had already been embarrassed by their respective parents. Sweetie Belle rolling on the floor laughing couldn't make the situation any more mortifying.

Steel Edge and Rainbow Dash
Steel Edge sighed happily as he took a sip of his hot chocolate. It had taken some doing, but he'd managed to get Rainbow Dash to snuggle up against him. "Mission accomplished." he said before taking another sip. 
"I heard that." Rainbow Dash grumbled. Her face still buried against Steel's arm. "Using your wings to help warm me up was a cheap trick y'know?"
Steel smirked. "Well if it upsets you that much, I could always just go and come back on Hearth's Warming Morning. Let me just-"
"No!" Rainbow Dash protested as she clamped her arms around Steel's torso. "I was just trying to be cute, okay? I-I didn't mean-"
"Heh heh!" Steel chuckled. "You seriously have no idea how cute you are when you get flustered or mad. Why else do you think I ticked you off so much when we were friends? I couldn't get enough!" Rainbow Dash pouted in response. "Sweet Celestia that's even cuter. Hold up. I need to preserve this."
Rainbow Dash's eyes went wide with horror as Steel prepared to snap a picture with his phone! "NOOOOOO!" But it was too late. Steel had already snapped the photo and teleported his phone away. "I'd say I hate you, but you'd know I didn't mean it."
"True enough." Steel said with a shrug. "But hey. Maybe I'll send you an embarrassing pic of myself just so you can say we're even."
Rainbow Dash smirked. "Now THAT would be priceless."

Tyrannus and Fluttershy
"Comfy there, Shy?" Tyrannus asked as Fluttershy sat nestled against his chest. Ever since the two had officially become a couple, they'd become inseperable. Namely because the two of them looked so cute together. The gentle giant trailing the Element of Kindness seemed like such a natural sight it was almost unusual to see one without the other. Save for when there was fighting abound. "I could get us another blanket and be like a big tent for you."
Fluttershy shook her head. "No thank you Ty." She then nuzzled against his chest affectionately. "I think all of us are quite comfy." Fluttershy gazed at all her animal friends sleeping soundly with blankets or pillows of their own. "It's so quiet around here during the winter. But it's nice."
"If you miss the noise. . .you could listen to my heart." Tyrannus said with a nervous blush. Said blush only deepened when felt Fluttershy rest her head against his chest. "Some of the kids used to joke around and say I'd be hibernating around this time of year because of their nickname for me." He then looked down and smiled lovingly at Fluttershy. "I think I've finally got a good excuse to do that." Tyrannus tucked Fluttershy's head underneath his, and fell asleep. The sound of Fluttershy's breathing lulling him into slumber as well.

Burst and Celestia
Burst Stream smiled as he looked out the window of the train to Castalot. It had been some time since he'd seen his parents, so he might as well drop in on the time where family gathered the most. "Hearth's Warming. My favorite time of the year." However, Burst's attention was soon redirected by the familiar sound of his phone's ringtone.
"Hello? Oh! Celestia!" Burst hadn't expected to receive a call from his girlfriend. "Yeah, I just got off the train. Oh, I'm headed to my parents to spend Hearth's Warming with them. You want me to what?" Burst was surprised by Celestia's request. "I don't know if I'll be able to stay with you for the holiday Celestia. I mean, don't you want it to be just you and Luna? It'll be her first Hearth's Warming back, and she's the only family you've got. I know. I really want to spend some time with you two." Burst let out a sigh of relief. "Thank you for understanding. Yeah. Happy Hearth's Warming." And with that, Burst hung up his phone before picking up his suitcase. "Next stop: Home."
Not a few minutes later, thanks to a teleport spell, Burst Stream found himself at the front door of his home. He had barely knocked on the door before being met by his parents opening the door. "Hi Mom. Hi Dad."
"C'mere son!" Aether said with a grin as he pulled Burst inside and into a hug. "We knew you'd be coming here Burst! It's a bit embarrassing to say, but we've been waiting for you all day!"
Burst blinked in awe but smiled regardless. "Gee. Glad to know you were expecting me. But, HOW did you know that I was dropping by for Hearth's Warming?"
"My 'Mom Sense' was tingling." Lumina answered as she exited the kitchen. "And I made your favorite! Baked them fresh today!" She proudly displayed a fresh batch of chocolate chip cookies. "I hope you-" Lumina opened her eyes, and smiled when she saw that Burst had already rushed up to the tray and grabbed a cookie. A maternal smile couldn't help but creep across her face as she watched her son munch away at the cookie. "Well, I don't think I'll need to worry about you not eating them. But I do miss my baking partner." Lumina gazed fondly at a picture of her and Burst making cookies many years ago for Hearth's Warming. "So. How's our little hero's love life been going?"
Burst blushed slightly. "Well, Celestia asked me to spend Hearth's Warming with her. I really wanted to say yes to her." Burst Stream let out a small sigh. "But this holiday's all about family, right? And-" Burst stopped when he saw his parents rushing around the house with various travel items as well as their and his presents. Good thing I sent then my wish list a month early. "Uh, what are you two doing?"
Aether snapped his head in Burst's direction. In a few short strides, Aether reached his son and clamped one of his hands on Burst's shoulder! "Son. If there's anything I've learned in my immortality, it's this. When a girl you're close to asks you to spend the holidays with her, it means she cares for you a great deal and wants you to be a part of her life. But most important of all," Aether got right in Burst's face and stared him right in the eye. "It means you hold a large place in her heart. Your mom and I are coming with you because family is one of the main points of Hearth's Warming, but your princess needs her dragon knight. Are you really gonna leave her alone in her castle?"
". . .Not a chance in Tartarus." Burst said with a smirk. "But wait, how did you know about Celestia's pet name for me? Did she leak it to the papers?"
Aether chuckled at his son's inquiry. "No son. She called me and told me about it. I used to babysit her while her mother reigned long ago." Aether Stream's eyes then twinkled with a new realization. "You know? I should've expected that you'd get together with Celestia. That promise you made was like something out of a fairytale. I guess you could say your 'Happily Ever After' is still in the works though."
"Oh, Aether!" Lumina said with a giggle. "You're still the hopeless romantic that I met all those years ago. And I'd be cursed if I said I didn't love that about you. Now come on you two! The bags aren't going to move themselves!" It wasn't long before Burst Stream and his parents made their way to Castalot Castle's gate. The guards immediately stepped aside when they caught sight of Burst's father. "All these years, and they still make a big deal about you dear."
Aether sighed. "Blame Burst for that. Ever since he stepped into the spotlight, it's like I've made a resurgence. I'm starting to regret training you!"
Burst rolled his eyes knowingly at his dad's sense of humor. "Not even funny Dad." Burst Stream sighed at the fun his parents were having at his expense. "I think I'm gonna go see if Celestia's around. Be right back." And with that, Burst headed to the throne room. He was about to knock on it when Celestia opened the door! 
"Burst Stream?" Celestia asked with surprise evident in her expression. "What are you doing here? I thought you just planned on staying with your parents for the holiday."
Burst blushed. "Eh heh! Well, about that? My parents were pretty insistent that they tag along on my first Hearth's Warming with my girlfriend. Plus, something tells me you would've showed up on my doorstep on Hearth's Warming Morning. So I decided to save you the effort."
"Well, you were close." Celestia said with a giggle. "I would've come down the chimney in a cute Santa hat." She then sighed happily. "This is Luna and I's favorite time of the year. We really get into the spirit of the season!"
Burst smiled. "Yeah. Hearth's Warming's the best. One tradition my mom and I had was that we'd make cookies together. Too bad I missed out though. There haven't been any attacks yet, but that doesn't mean me and the other Elements of Heroism can't let our guard down."
"That vigilance of yours could give my current captain of the guard a run for his money." Celestia said with a serene smile. "I daresay you could probably take him easily." She then took Burst by the hand. "But enough of that. I'm sure you're just dying to show me off to your parents!"
Burst smirked. "As my princess commands." And with that, Burst led Celestia to his parents. "Mom. Dad. I'm pretty sure my girlfriend needs no introduction."
"Well I'll be!" Aether said with a grin. "If it isn't little Celly! You haven't changed a bit since you took the throne! I remember when you would be running around with your pet phoenix and driving all the guards crazy! How is that old bird anyway?"
Celestia giggled. "Philomena is doing just fine. She doesn't look a day over five hundred. And you've remained quite the same yourself." She then directed her gaze to Lumina. "With the exception of a few significant additions to your life."
"So YOU'RE the one who's responsible for taking my baby from me!" Lumina said with a joking smile! "Well, at least I can say my son's going out with the hottest woman on the planet!"
"MOM!" Burst shouted. "Did you really have to make that joke?! I'm pretty sure this is about the millionth time Celestia's heard that one!"
Celestia giggled. "But I am the sun goddess. So it's funny because it's true." She then locked eyes with Lumina. "So. Care to share some fond memories of Burst's childhood?"
"Oh do I have stories for you. . ." Lumina said with a mischievous smile "I remember when Burst would put on a red ranger costume and scoot up to the TV while he watched Power Rangers. Oh he was just so adorable when he tried to copy the poses!"
Burst lowered his head in an attempt to hide his face as it was flushed red! ". . .Shouldn't we be getting to our guest rooms?"
"How good of you to remind me." Celestia said with a smile. "Guards? Please escort Burst's parents to their guest room."
Burst blinked in confusion. "Uh, Celestia? Should I be going with them? Aren't I staying in a guest room too?" Burst Stream then saw the flirty look in Celestia's eyes. "I'm. . .not staying in a guest room, am I?"
"I'm afraid not." Celestia said as she wrapped one of her wings around Burst Stream. "I asked you all the way here Burst. Did you really think I wouldn't take the chance to literally get close to my boyfriend?"
Burst Stream slowly smiled. "Well played princess." He then shrugged. "I should've expected this. Even a dragon knight's gotta stay close to his princess's side. So lead the way. And don't worry about closet space. I'll live out-of-suitcase." And with that, Celestia teleported herself and Burst Stream to her room. Burst set his suitcase on the floor, and pulled out his toiletries. However, as soon as he'd unpacked, Burst's stomach started to growl. "I don't suppose the dinner shift's begun in the kitchen yet?"
"You're in luck." Celestia said. "They close out early today since it's Hearth's Warming Eve. So they should be serving right about now." A few minutes later, Celestia, Burst, and Burst's parents were sitting at a table. Lumina had gotten to sharing more of Burst's childhood. "So Burst was quite the carnivore as a child, wasn't he?"
Lumina laughed as she remembered Burst picking through his veggies to get to the meat. "Oh yes! But he started eating his vegetables more when Aether said they'd help him grow strong! Of course, seven years of training with my husband the legendary hero helped too."
"Hey, I can't take all the credit!" Aether said with a chuckle. "Your cooking also helped in that department! You even gave Burst a cookbook with all your recipes so he wouldn't be without your cooking!"
Burst shared a laugh with his parents. "I even lick my plate clean just like I used to back at the house! It's STILL that good!" Burst then pat his belly. "Of course, I'm saving room for dessert. Did you manage to bring the cookies Mom?"
"As if I'd forget your favorite sweet!" Lumina said with an exaggerated pout. "I just hope you and your girlfriend don't scarf them down in one sitting!"
Celestia let out a musical laugh. "I honestly can't thank you enough for sharing Burst's childhood with me. I can't remember the last time I laughed this much!" The group soon finished their meal, and departed the dining area. "I think I'll skip on the cake today. It's time to see just how good these cookies of yours are." Sure enough, Lumina darted off to grab the tin full of cookies. Upon Lumina's return, Celestia took a cookie from the tin and took a bite. "Mmmm!" Her wings fluttered happily at the taste. "No wonder Burst Stream loves these!"
"Yeah." Burst said as he took a bite into a cookie. "Nothing beats Mom's cooking." He then looked out the window, and saw that Luna had lowered the sun and raised the moon. "I'd say that now's a good time to turn in for the night. Can't wait for tomorrow!"
Burst Stream and Celestia returned to Celestia's room. Burst changed into his sleeping clothes in the room while Celestia had changed in the bathroom. Sure enough, Celestia exited the bathroom dressed in her own sleepwear. Needless to say, Burst's attention was captured at how graceful she looked. "Uh, I'll just go brush now." Burst darted into the bathroom, and quickly brushed his teeth. Exiting a minute or two later and getting into the bed slowly. "Didn't think we'd be sharing a bed so soon."
"You're nervous, aren't you?" Celestia said with a knowing smile. "It's okay. I haven't had a lover in my arms in a long time." She then slowly wrapped her arms around Burst and pulled him into an embrace. "But you won't have to worry about a cold night with me by your side."
Burst smiled lovingly as he kissed Celestia. The two soon falling asleep in each other's arms. The night passed quickly, and Burst Stream awoke to find himself alone in the bed. "I think I know where she's gone off to." Burst said with a knowing smile as he leaped out of bed and went out into the hall. A slightly ajar door cluing him in to the location of his parents and Celestia's whereabouts. Burst opened the door, and smiled when he saw Celestia wearing a Santa hat and sitting with a present. "Morning."
"Happy Hearth's Warming Burst." Celestia said with a loving smile. "Here's a little something from me to you." She then patted the box beside her. "Luna decided top pitch into your gift too." She handed Burst a small box, and her eyes lit up as Burst tore open the wrapping paper. Inside the box was what looked like a blaster magazine. The magazine was white in color and had Celestia's sun symbol on the sides. "It's a spell magazine for your blasters. I thought you'd appreciate a gift that packed a punch. Make sure to give the bad guys a shot full of solar power!" Celestia then handed Burst the box containing the spell magazine that Luna had created. "And you won't need the worry about aiming with Luna's gift. It fires homing shots that always hit the mark. I guess you could say that Luna imbued a bit of her gaming skills into this spell magazine. No need to worry about reloading either."
Burst smiled. "Celestia. These are perfect. I love them." However, his smile soon faded. "And I didn't get you a present. Man, now I feel awful. . ."
Celestia was about to offer words of consolation, but then she noticed Luna levitate a bow onto Burst's head with her magic. A warm smile spread across the solar princess's face. "Oh, I wouldn't say that." Celestia scooted over to Burst and removed the bow. "I've just received a great boyfriend for Hearth's Warming."
Burst smiled as he saw Celestia dangling the bow in front of him. "I could say the exact same thing about you." The two then closed the distance between them with a kiss. Prompting Burst's parents  and Luna to snap a photo of the romantic moment. Preserving it for all time.

	
		Chapter 25: MMMystery on the Friendship Express



Pinkie Pie hummed happily as she moved the cake that was to be presented at the Castalot Sweets Showcase. However, she wasn't alone in her moving efforts. "You doing alright there Akage?"
"Just fine Pinkie." Akage replied from the other side of the cake. Making sure to watch his step as he needed to walk backwards to help with the moving. "Sweet Celestia. The Cakes really outdid themselves with the MMMM, didn't they?" He then chuckled when a sudden realization hit him. "You know? I'm surprised that you didn't try and sneak a sample or anything like that. Normally you go crazy over sweets."
Pinkie Pie gasped! "Akage Strider! I am SHOCKED that you'd think I would desecrate such a masterpiece as the MMMM!" The Element of Laughter then gazed at the massive cake before her with a look of reverence in her eyes. "The Cakes put their hearts into this, and I refused to let them down. ESPECIALLY since I made a Pinkie Promise."
"That's quite commendable Pinkie." Akage said with a smile. The young ninja smiled as he looked to the rest of the Main 6 chatting. "And the best part is, you've got your friends to cheer you along the way." However, his face soon dawned a puzzled expression. "But could you please tell me why Burst, Ty, and Steel are coming along too?"
Pinkie giggled. "Oh that's obvious silly! I want the MMMM to have the best security possible! Sooo, if I have the Element of Power, the Tank of your guys' team, AND the former captain of the Elite Guard, any meanie-pants looking to sabotage the cake is gonna get their butt kicked!"
"Trust us. We think it's overkill too." Steel Edge said with a sigh. "But it means a lot to Pinkie. So we don't mind doing it. C'mon Ty. Maybe we can give these two a break and take care of the heavy lifting." Tyrannus Rex nodded, and helped Steel gently transport the cake into the display car. 
Burst Stream was about to follow suit when he saw the engine connected to the train. "Hm?" As he walked over, Burst noticed a bright yellow number one painted onto the engine's blue coat. "Whoa. Didn't expect to see something like this anytime soon." Burst continued to inspect the engine. "I swear I remember this from my childhood. . ."
"I see you've got an eye for fine engines." The driver said with a smile. "Yep. Number 1 here's really useful. But as much as I'd love to stay and chat about trains, we've got somewhere to be." The driver blew his whistle. Burst could've sworn he saw a slight sparkle of gold dust before he shook it off and boarded the train.
While Pinkie Pie was pretty sure her cake would win the competition, each of the other competitors waved-off the notion. Each proclaiming that their sweets would win. "Gee. Each of them sound so serious." Pinkie Pie whispered to Akage.
"And you're not?" Akage asked with a small smile. "I'm not fooled by that bubbly demeanor you have. You're all business in the kitchen. Nobody knows because you hide it pretty well."
Pinkie gasped! "How did you know that?! Is it some sort of ninja technique?!"
"No. Nothing like that Pinkie." Akage said with a chuckle. "But when you're trained in the ways of stealth and secrecy, you tend to learn how to read people without them knowing you're observing them. And you put your all when you want to make someone smile. That's something the world seriously needs to do more. It's probably why I'm the Element of Levity. I always make light of any situation because I want people to know that things are going to turn out alright."
"Awww~!" Pinkie cooed as she glomped Akage! "I knew I liked you when we first met! I could just tell you're someone who liked to make others smile and be happy! Even if you are kinda quiet. But silent smiles speak the loudest!" 
Akage smiled at Pinkie's praise. "Thanks Pinkie. This moment's right up there when I saw you devour your Hearth's Warming present I gave you." Akage sighed fondly at the memory of Pinkie polishing off his cookie assortment he'd made for her. I wonder if she'll scarf down any of the other food I'm good at preparing?
As the trip to Castalot went on, night soon fell and both sets of Elements went to bed. However, a certain ninja had taken it upon himself to stand guard over the various desserts set to compete. This cake means a lot to Pinkie. I can't afford to let anything happen to it. Akage's training had granted him an impressive amount of stamina. Meaning he could afford to stay awake longer than his fellow Elements of Heroism. However, while ninjas had excellent senses and excelled at blending in with the shadows, Akage did not possess night vision. 
Akage had adopted a sitting position, and closed his eyes. Feigning a sleeping position. Sure enough, he heard footsteps. Akage grasped the scabbard of his sword. Don't want to wound them. Just bonk them on the head! Akage leaped in the direction of where he heard the footsteps, and struck the would-be saboteur! However, the young ninja suddenly heard more footsteps and what sounded like grabbing chunks of cake! Akage dashed towards the other two dessert vandals, and managed to whack their hands with his scabbard! Unfortunately, Akage's change of target allowed his prior target to scurry off nursing a bump on their head. "I'm sure the damage isn't that bad."
The next morning, Akage was proved quite wrong. "AHHHH!" Pinkie screamed when she caught sight of the ravaged MMMM. "AKAGE! WHAT HAPPENED LAST NIGHT?! I thought you could see in the dark!"
"Pinkie. . . that's not how my skills work." Akage said with a sigh. "But that aside, it appears the dark of the night concealed the damage done to the cake. However, there is a silver lining to this. I bonk one of the culprits on the head. Now all we need to do is look for anyone who's nursing the top of their head. Shouldn't be too hard. Not to mention that I also whacked the other two vandals on their hands. Also, I've got a possible lineup of suspects." Akage listed off the other bakers who were on the train for the competition. "Gather up those three, and we're sure to find the saboteur in no time."
Pinkie Pie pouted. "Aww. But I was all set to do a detective bit and drag Twilight along as my assistant. I guess this is gonna be a short episode. Oh well!" Pinkie Pie bounced away, and soon returned with the other competitors. "Hey Akage? Can I rub their heads to see which one has the bump?"
"That won't be necessary." Akage said with a shrug. "I made a pretty noticeable bump. It shouldn't be hard to-" Suddenly, the train passed through a tunnel! When it came out, another one of the sweets had been munched away at! "What the heck?!" Akage inspected the desecrated dessert. "Odd. It looks like the cake wasn't the only dish someone wanted out of the competition."
Pinkie Pie gasped. "That means the culprit's still in this car!" She then put on a detective hat and started inspecting around the car. "Whoever did this sure knew how to clean up after themselves. I can't find a single trail of crumbs!" Pinkie then turned her gaze to the lineup. "Aha! I know who it is! It's-!" Once more, the train went through a tunnel. And once again, another dessert had been ransacked! "Sweet Celestia! It's like the culprit's trying to make sure there's not gonna be a competition at all!"
"At this rate, it looks like there's not going to be any sweets left." Twilight noted as she looked over to the ruined sweets. "Also, it looks like whoever sabotaged the desserts really enjoyed taking a bite out of them. Literally."
Akage stroked his chin in thought. He shot a quick glance over to the other bakers, and noted the looks in their eyes as well as the way two nursed their hands and one their head. And as Akage did so, a small smile spread across his face. "I'd say they're still thinking about it Twilight. In fact, you could say the evidence is written all over their faces!" He then struck a pose, and pointed at the three other bakers! "Isn't that right you three?!"
All three admitted to sneaking a bite from the others' dessert and each of them regretting that they'd damaged such delicious sweets. But the one they regretted damaging most of all was Pinkie Pie's cake. "Gee. If you wanted to see how tasty the MMMM was, all you had to do was ask!" Pinkie Pie said with a smile. "But now we've got nothing to present since all our individual dishes are wrecked."
"Maybe we don't need four individual dishes." Akage said with a snap of his fingers. "Pinkie! Remember that Ultimate Dessert Fusion recipe you dreamed of?"
Pinkie Pie blinked. "Yeah. What do you mean by that Akage?" She then gasped at what Akage was hinting at. And Pinkie Pie couldn't help but grin ear to ear. "Time to make it a reality!" And within the duration of the train ride, the remains of the ransacked desserts had been transformed into a singular, whole mega-dessert! Needless to say, such a dish earned all the bakers a collective trophy.
Akage was hanging back with the others and had just polished off a piece of the mega-dessert when he noticed Pinkie Pie coming his way. "So how does victory taste?"
"Pretty sweet!" Pinkie Pie said with a giggle. "But not as sweet as you were guarding the MMMM last night. And coming up with the idea to fuse the desserts!"
Akage smiled. "Well, you get pretty good at improvising when you have my kind of training. But you're the one that dreamed up the ultimate dessert fusion. So this is really all you."
"Aww~! Thanks Akage!" Pinkie Pie said as she beamed with pride. "You know? I think a guy like you deserves a reward just as sweet as you are."
Akage chuckled at this. "You sure? I don't want to spoil my appetite by having dessert for dinner."
Pinkie Pie giggled at hearing this. "Oh don't worry! It's nothing like that! Just close your eyes Akage! I promise you'll be pretty surprised by it!"
"If you say so." Akage said as he closed his eyes. It was then that he felt another set of lips pressing against his! As Akage opened his eyes, they went wide at the sight of Pinkie Pie kissing him! As soon as Pinkie's lips parted from his, Akage let out a sigh. "Real funny Pinkie."
Pinkie Pie giggled, and leaned in closer to Akage. Her eyes were half-lidded. "Oh there's nothing funny about this Akage~!" She said in a flirty tone. Akage's whole face turned as red as his hair the second Pinkie said that. "You're someone I want to get really serious with. Hope you know what our perfect first date will be! PINKAGE CONFIRMED!" 
And with that, Pinkie Pie bounced off in her usual cheerful and bubbly demeanor. Leaving an utterly shocked Akage in her trail.

			Author's Notes: 
The Thomas reference is dedicated to my good friend the Asper Pariah. Rock the Dragon buddy!


	
		Episode 26: Assert Yourself



It started out as any other morning at Fluttershy's cottage. The Element of Kindness was hovering around her home getting food ready for all the animals she took care of. However, having her boyfriend Tyrannus around made the work easier. But despite that, there were still difficulties to be had. Said difficulties came in a bunny-shaped packaged named Angel.
"Now Angel. I know this isn't the dish you wanted. But it's still very delicious." Fluttershy said sweetly as Angel repeatedly tapped at the picture of the food he wanted. Fluttershy waved it off, and ate some of the lettuce in an attempt to coax Angel into eating what she'd prepared for him. Only for Angel to toss the bowl in her face!
"I'm no expert when it comes to dealing with Angel. But might I suggest using The Stare?" Tyrannus asked as he cleaned up the mess Angel had made. "Out of all the animals you care for, I think he's the most beastly in terms of behavior. And the worst part is, you just take it from him."
Fluttershy sighed. "I know. But I don't want to yell at him or any of my other critters. That might make them afraid of me. And then they won't like me, and then-" Fluttershy's rambling of the potential worst possible outcome of her raising her voice at the animals was put to a stop when Tyrannus gently clamped his hands on her shoulders. Fluttershy's wings covered her face slightly in embarrassment. "I'm sorry Ty. But I just can't help it. I just don't want to seem mean to anyone."
"With the exception of you getting Discorded, you don't have a mean bone in your body." Tyrannus said with a barely visible scowl at the Discord incident. "But that aside, you can't just be a doormat for people being harsh to you." He then sighed. "But I'm one to talk. My size makes it so that nobody even thinks of trying to be harsh. But when they do, I assert myself."
Fluttershy tilted her head in interest. "Do you think you could teach me when I get back from the market? I think I'd like to learn how to be assertive." She then blushed at the prospect. "Um, if that's alright with you." Tyrannus nodded, and Fluttershy beamed. "I'll be back soon." Unfortunately, Fluttershy's trip to the market only served to deepen her desire to not be a doormat. People cut in front of her while she was in the line, and the vendor was a real stickler for the price of a single cherry. 
Fluttershy's head drooped in a defeated manner. "It's not like an answer to my problem is going to land right in my face." Ironically, that was exactly what happened. A flyer for an assertiveness seminar landed right on Fluttershy's face! "Hm?" Fluttershy pulled the flyer off her face, and took a look. "This Iron Will person seems like he could teach me what I want to learn."

One "improvement" seminar later
Tyrannus was having a stare-down with Angel Bunny. The Element of Tolerance's yellow eyes gazing unflinchingly at the rabbit's beady eyes. Angel Bunny decided to whip out the sad eyes, but even that failed to make Tyrannus' resolve to budge. "Sorry. But your poor behavior is one of the few things I'll never tolerate." 
Tyrannus was about to continue his refusal of Angel's demands when he heard the door swing open! He was utterly surprised to see that it was Fluttershy who had thrown the door open! "Uh, Shy? You alright there?"
"Perfectly fine Ty." Fluttershy said with a smug smile. She then looked down at Angel who was thumping his foot against the ground. Fluttershy then stomped her foot on the ground, and glared at Angel! "LISTEN MISTER! I WORKED VERY HARD TO PREPARE THAT FOOD FOR YOU! SO YOU BETTER DITCH THE ATTITUDE AND EAT IT UP! AND YOU BETTER ENJOY IT!" 
Angel Bunny was so utterly terrified of the sudden change to Fluttershy's demeanor that he set to scarfing down the lettuce in his bowl! Fluttershy smiled at her handiwork, but the smile soon faded when she heard Tyrannus call her name. "Fluttershy?" Something felt off, so she turned to face her boyfriend. And the sight that she was met with stunned her. She could see it in his eyes. Tyrannus was angry. "Who taught you to do that?"
"I-I thought this is what it meant to be assertive." Fluttershy said meekly as she tried to make herself seem as small as possible. She'd never seen Ty angry before! "I-Isn't this what you do when you don't want to be pushed around, Ty?"
Tyrannus's gaze softened. "Oh Fluttershy, that's not how it works. That's not how any of what you want to know works." He then stroked Fluttershy's hair to help calm the startled Skyborn down. "You can tell me who mislead you later. But I think you better tell me the chain of events that led you to them." 
"Well, I was cut in line back at the market." Fluttershy began. "And then the vendor at the cherry cart was really stubborn and refused to drop the price no matter how nicely I asked. After that, the flyer for Iron Will's seminar landed on my face and I went to it. Which got us here."
Tyrannus nodded knowingly, and a small smile crept across his lips. "I think I know how to show you what being assertive really means. Come on. We've got a vendor to pay a visit to." The couple made their way over to the vendor's cart. "Excuse me sir. But I believe there's an issue with your pricing."
"So you think that you being a big guy is gonna make me cut my prices? Fat chance!" The vendor spat! "The price stays as is! And that's final!"
Fluttershy thought Tyrannus was going to yell at the vendor, but was surprised when she heard him sigh. "I could understand the price your asking for if it was for a bunch, but it's only for one item. But if that's really how you feel, then we'll just conduct our business elsewhere." As soon as Tyrannus motioned for the two of them to leave, he heard the vendor calling them back. Tyrannus managed to negotiate down to a fifth of the price. "Now Fluttershy. Can you tell me what I did when the vendor got nasty with me?"
"You didn't raise your voice. If anything, you kept calm." Fluttershy listed off. "Your tone wasn't harsh, but it wasn't weak either. It's. . . is firm the right word for it?" Tyrannus nodded. "But above all, you kept your stance on the argument. You didn't budge at all."
Tyrannus smiled. "And by doing all that, I asserted myself on where I stood. You see Fluttershy? It doesn't take screaming to get what you want." 
"Thank you Ty." Fluttershy said with a smile as she hovered off the ground to kiss Tyrannus on the cheek. "I think I'd like to practice what you taught me on Iron Will." And so, Fluttershy returned to Iron Will's stage. Stating why she wouldn't pay the fee for the seminar and not even raising her voice the least bit. All the while, Tyrannus was watching with a proud smile on his face.

	
		Episode 27: Fan Club



Burst Stream got into a fighting position as he drew out his sword and one of his blasters. All while staring down Inferno Flare. Arctic Ace, Dark Ice, and Shadow Thunder were off in their own little triangle while Fang and Venus were squaring up against each other. Tyrannus was cracking his knuckles as Steel raised his shield to guard himself.
Spike watched eagerly as the Elements of Heroism stood ready to spar, but was confused when he saw Akage take a seat next to him. "Wait. Aren't you going to get in on the sparring?"
"Considering I've locked blades with Steel many times, I'm good." Akage said with a shrug. "Besides, I'm outclassed in terms of equipment. All I've got on me is a standard sword. Plus, I'm good at being a stealthy guardian. If any threats are near, I'll be able to sense them no problem." The ninja then rubbed Spike's head spines. "But I wouldn't mind having a partner to share guard duty."
Spike beamed, and saluted. "Nothing's gonna get past my sight!" The young dragon then picked up a nearby stick, and held it like the spear of a Royal guard. "Time to make my rounds!" And with that, the drake set about patrolling the nearby area.
Akage smiled, and ventured into the trees. Giving him a vantage point for any possible assailants from either above or below. The last time the team had went out for a sparring session, they were attacked by those mutant changelings. If it weren't for Steel's return, they would've been defeated for sure. However, it is troubling that there hasn't been much activity from the Changelings lately. Burst mentioned that those mutant ones were sent in because the Elements of Heroism represented a threat to their plan. But what IS their goal anyway?
As the Element of Levity tried to get his mind off the potential plans of their most current enemy, he noticed something. A slight russling in a nearby bush. "Well now. It looks like we have spectators." Akage could make out the new arrivals as three young boys. One was an Earthbound with orange skin, and red-and-blue hair. He had blue eyes, and was decked out in blue jeans and a shirt with a spoon on it and had black sneakers on. The other was a Magi with white skin and green-and-blue hair. He was wearing purple sneakers, grey pants, a black shirt, and a purple jacket with a musical note on the back. The last spectator was a Skyborn with blue skin, red and green hair, and blue eyes. He was clad in shorts, red sneakers, and a sky blue tank top.
A mischievous smile crept across Akage's face. "Well. This should be fun." Akage leapt down from the drown, and landed without making a sound. Slowly, he crawled over to the trio of boys and crouched down. "What are we spying on?" Akage whispered. Prompting the trio of boys to jump out of their hiding spot in surprise! "Don't try to sneak around when there's a ninja present."
The rest of the Elements of Heroism approached the young trio. "Is it me, or are they opposite gender counterparts to the Talent Crest Crusaders that Sweetie Belle, Applebloom, and Scootaloo formed?" Tyrannus asked as he leaned forward to look at the three boys. "That was one crazy sleepover."
"I don't think so." Burst said as he shook his head. "But all the same, who are you three? And why were you spying on our training session?" He then noticed the nervous look on the three boys' faces, and gave them a reassuring smile. "Hey, don't worry. None of you are in trouble. Just make sure not to try something like this without our permission again, okay?" Burst Stream then patted one of his blasters. "Our Duelist Arms aren't toys. And any one of you could've gotten hurt by a stray blast." He then knelt down. "So. Who did we have the pleasure of demonstrating our skills to?"
The Earthbound of the group stepped forward. "M-My name is Shining Spoon." He then gestured to his Magi and Skyborn companions. "A-And these are my friends Bright Note and Speed Stinger. We came out here, w-well, because we're your biggest fans!"
"Yeah we are!" Speed Stinger said with a thumbs-up as he zipped over to Steel Edge! "You were SO COOL when you took on those monsters sent by Discord!" He then hovered around Burst and Inferno. "And then there was the time you two fought against the first wave of the Nightmare Forces! SO. AWESOME!"
Bright note chuckled nervously as he brought his airborne back to ground level. "Sorry about that! Speed Stinger gets a bit carried away he forgets about boundaries. Anyway, we came out here because we were wondering if you had any openings on your team?"
"We want in on the action!" Shining Spoon said with a bright smile. "So how about it? Can we join the fight against evil? Are we gonna get cool clothes like all of you? Will we get Duelist Arms by joining up?!"
Burst raised his hand for silence. "To answer your first question: No. You can't join." He then sighed. "Before all of you get mopey, I want to say that you're too young to start the training. I had to wait until I was fourteen before my dad even asked me if I wanted to start the path of a hero. You three still have plenty of childhood ahead of you. And nothing would make me sadder than robbing you of that. Also, our line of work? It constantly has us face possible death everyday."
"If we subjected you three to that kind of pressure? There's no doubt it would mess all of you up pretty badly." Tyrannus said with a sage nod. "However, this doesn't mean your desire to be heroes is impossible."
Inferno nodded, and gave the three an encouraging smile. "He's right you know!" Inferno knelt down to Burst's level and pointed at each of the young trio's hearts. "I can see it in each of you. All of you have the potential to become heroes. Maybe even future Elements of Heroism. But trying to force a chance to become what you want? There's a high chance it's gonna blow up in your faces."
"Don't try to make being a hero the sole focus of your life." Burst said as he stood up, and turned away. However, he turned his gaze over his shoulder and back to the trio. "But never lose sight of that dream. I won't lie, this kind of work isn't easy. There's definitely going to be some tough moments that test what you're made of. I know we've faced our fair share so far. But it's what you do in those trying moments that define what makes a hero. Power to stand against evil. Potential for future growth. Wisdom when tough calls need to be made. Honor and Nobility to guide your actions. Courage in the face of fear. Determination to see your fight through to the end. Compassion towards the very villains you face, which separates you from them. Spirit and Heart that strengthen your resolve.  But most of all. . ."
Burst Stream turned around to face the young trio, and smiled. "Hope. Because when things seem dark, that's when light shines the brightest. And remember these words: You too can become heroes. So don't give up Junior Heroes!"
The awestruck looks of the Junior Heroes were cut short when a slow clapping was heard. "A touching speech 'hero'." Blade said as he calmly strode towards the Elements of Heroism. "Thought you saw the last of me? Now that cold season's over, me and my pals are just itching for some more play time." The praying mantis mutant changeling readied his scythe, and dragged the blade against the ground. He then noticed the Junior Heroes. "Well, well. I didn't know you brought a little snack as a peace offering. The love of children is our queen's favorite. I'll jus-" Blade's menacing remark was cut short when a beam slash struck him across the chest!
The blade of Burst's sword was steaming from releasing the blade beam. "Leave. Them. Alone." Burst then charged at Blade! Striking the mutant changeling in the stomach with the handle of his sword, and then slashing at Blade's arm! Sparks showered forth from where Burst had slashed Blade! Causing the mutant changeling to drop his scythe! "Let's see how you like your own handiwork!" Burst grabbed the scythe, knocked Blade back, and slashed right at Blade's face! 
"AGH!" Blade howled in pain as he reclaimed his scythe! A faint trail of green blood dripped from where Burst had struck by using Blade's own weapon against him! "You. . . I'LL CARVE YOU INTO PIECES FOR THAT!" Blade lunged at Burst Stream! Ready to swing at Burst's head with his scythe! But Burst put up a shield that not only blocked the hit, but sent the force of the attack right back at Blade!
"I call that one Mirror Force." Burst said with a smirk. "If you thought you were coming out of this fight a winner," Burst began to channel his magic into the blade of his sword. Sparks of electricity danced around the blade! "You're in for a shock." Burst thrust at Blade! Slashing at the would-be-reaper's side! The lightning around Burst's blade slashed through Blade! Leaving scorch marks around the slash area! Burst kept at his strikes! The lightning channeled around his blade doing great damage to the praying mantis changeling! "Fly away home ugly!" Burst channeled magic into his blade once more! This time, a brilliant blue magic projection engulfed the blade! "Have a nice flight!" Burst swung at Blade! Sending the mutant changeling flying! The damage was so severe that Blade's emergency teleport spell triggered before he even hit the ground! "Next time, that mantis freak's going to be praying for mercy."
"YES!" Shining Spoon cheered. "The first one-liner we've ever heard from him!" And the entire group shared a laugh.

	
		Episode 28: Spike's Belle/Double Date



Hearts' Day. A holiday all about love and spending time with that special someone. Originally, Spike would've been feverishly thinking of ways to ask out Rarity or try to make her see him in a romantic light. But given the Nightmare Incident and how she and Inferno had started dating, Spike realized that it would be wrong of him to even consider pursuing Rarity. Another thing he had woken up to was the age gap between them. While not too sizeable, he was still a minor.
"Well, I'm glad that my crush didn't crush me in the process." Spike said with a sigh. "Back to my comic book." Spike had returned to reading the latest issue of the Legion of Harmony when he heard a knock on the door. "Hm? Weird. I don't think Twilight's expecting any guests today."
Spike opened the door, and was surprised by who had been knocking. "Oh. Sweetie Belle. What's up?" A joking smile spread across the drake's face. "Did Rarity send you out to get her a new romance novel?"
"Um, I'm actually here to drop something off." Sweetie Belle said with a blush. She then handed Spike a small chocolate bar with a heart-shaped card attached. "Okaygottagobye!"
Spike blinked in confusion. "O-kay. That was a thing." Spike took a look at the chocolate and the card. He quickly put two and two together. "Oh. Ooooh." He then took off screaming. "AHHHHHHHHHHHHH!" Spike made a break for where one of his guy friends was. Since Burst Stream was closest, he decided to head there. Spike banged on the door urgently! "Burst! Let me in! It's an emergency!" 
"SPIKE!" Burst threw the door open, and had his Duelist Arms drawn! "What's the problem?! Those mutant Changelings stirring up trouble again? Did Twilight try to understand Pinkie again?!"
"Uh, no?" Spike said nervously. Making sure to mind how he phrased his predicament since Burst was giving him a 'This better be a real problem' look. "You see, Sweetie Belle gave me a chocolate for today. You know, because it's Hearts' Day?" Spike then scratched his spines nervously. "And well, I think she kinda. . . likes me?"
Burst was completely silent for a few seconds before rushing Spike into his house and closing the door. He then clamped one of his hands on Spike's shoulder. "Tell me. What do you think brought this on?"
"Well, I think it was the whole 'Nightmarity Incident'." Spike replied. "When Rarity got manipulated, Sweetie Belle was pretty torn up about it. I couldn't stand to see her like that, so I decided to stay with her. Make her feel better. I guess that's because I was hurting pretty badly too at the time." Spike sighed. "Looking back at it, I'm kinda glad Inferno bonked me on the head. I've been getting close to Sweetie Belle because I've been hanging around her and her friends a lot."
The young drake then blushed as he thought of Rarity's little sister. "And. . . it kinda helps that she's super cute too."
Burst nodded. "Good. Good. Now we know the cause of the affection. But the question is: How do she make YOU feel?" Burst took a deep breath. "Listen carefully Spike. I'm kind of new to relationships myself. Celestia and I only started dating after me and the guys defeated the Nightmare Forces. But from what I do know? Make sure that you feel amazing when you're around her. Don't waste your time being with someone who you don't feel great around."
"Thanks Burst." Spike said with a smile. "That being said, I need to go find Sweetie Belle. There's some cupcakes at Sugar Cube Corner with our names on them!" But before he bolted out the door, Spike paused. "Say, speaking of you and Princess Celestia, did the two of you have anything planned for today?" Spike asked with a grin.
Burst Stream smiled. "You got me dude." He said as he threw his hands up. "Celestia asked me out to lunch today. She's got a little date planned with her niece and her niece's fiancé. The only other family of hers that I've met is Luna, so it'll be nice to get to know more of her relatives. Good luck to both of us!" The two date-bound guys fist bumped, and went their separate ways. 
Before leaving, Burst caught sight of Spike walking Sweetie Belle over to Sugar Cube Corner. The Element of Power couldn't help but smile as he watched the being he considered a little brother go on his first date. As much as I'd like to see Spike grow, I've got my own romantic engagement to attend. Burst teleported to Celestia's throne room. "Hope I didn't keep you waiting, gorgeous!"
"For you? I'd wait another one thousand years" Celestia said with a giggle and a loving smile. She'd opted for a more casual look. A simple yellow dress as opposed to her standard princess wear. She was going out on a date after all. "You know, this will be the first time I've ever shown off my boyfriend to someone besides Luna." The two then set off to meet Celestia's niece and her niece's fiancé.
Burst chuckled. "Oh? Sounds like you want to show how you've gotten a fairytale romance?" He then thought on what the remark he'd made. "But I guess you and I aren't the typical fairytale couple. I mean, when was the last time a dragon was the hero of a story?"
"There is one story like that." Celestia said with a smile. "It was one of my favorites when I was a girl. The Legend of the Dragon King." The solar princess' eyes lit up with wonder and fond memories. "Long ago, there was a dragon stronger than all others. He was smaller and more humanoid than most of the dragons, but he had great power within him. But that wasn't the only thing different about him. Where other dragons loved nothing more than to rampage and hoard, he had no greed impulse. In fact, he defended humans from dragons that decided to attack them. He fought to protect the weak, and destroyed many other monsters as well. Like a knight."
Celestia then looked Burst in the eyes. "In due time, he even challenged and defeated the great dragons at the time. Doing so earned him the respect of all dragon-kind. And so, he reigned as their first and only king. His name was Bahamut." She then smiled. "In some ways, you remind me of him. Always rushing off to fight evil and stand for those who couldn't fight for themselves. And you always use your power to do as much good as you can."
"Gee. Now I know where you got my pet name for me." Burst said with a slight blush. "Well every dragon needs his treasure, and a knight needs his princess." He then gazed into Celestia's violet eyes. "And I'm only looking at one who's both and a literal goddess to boot."
Celestia giggled at this. "I guess my niece is going to see just how hard she can ship the two of us." The sun goddess's eyes lit up in a sudden realization. "It didn't occur to me until now, but niece is about to have her own fairytale ending. She's a princess herself, and an Avatar like Luna and me."
"Really?" Burst asked in amazement. "Her name's Cadence, right? She must be pretty special if you decided to make her a princess. So what's she in charge of? You have the sun, and Luna has the moon, but what does she have?"
Celestia smiled fondly. "Cadence is the Princess of Love. It was her greatest talent. She always seemed to just ignite the spark of attraction between two people, and easily dispelled any arguments between a couple."
"So do you think she had anything to do with the two of us getting together?" Burst asked with a joking smile. "By the way, what did you mean when you said Cadence was having a fairytale ending?"
Celestia chuckled. "Oh, you'll find out as soon as you get her fiancé's name." Sure enough, the pair arrived at the restaurant their double date was to be held at. Burst then caught sight of Cadence and her fiancé. Cadence had light pink skin and wings, purple eyes, and her hair was a mix of magenta, cream, and purple. Her outfit consisted of golden shoes, a medium pink dress with a teal heart at the center. "Cadence! It's so good to see you again!"
"Hi auntie!" Cadence said with a smile as she hugged Celestia. "It's great that you and your special someone could meet me and Shining Armor today!"
Shining Armor? Burst thought to himself. He then remembered Celestia's earlier comment on how Cadence was having a fairytale ending. "Pfft! Oh Faust! Of course it's like a fairytale!" It was taking everything Burst had not to break into a fit of laughter. "She really has found her knight in Shining Armor!"
"Wouldn't be the worst joke somebody's made out of my name." Shining Armor said with a sigh. "So. You're the Element of Power. Burst Stream, right?" Burst nodded. Shining Armor smirked. "Gotta hand it to you. Not many of us mere mortals would have the guts to punch the spirit of chaos right in his face."
Burst shrugged. "I guess? Anyway, are you a Royal Guard or something? Because with a name like Shining Armor, there's not a whole lot of other jobs I can think of that would fit you."
"I'm the captain actually." Shining Armor said with an air of pride. "Princess Celestia picked me herself. I'm one of the youngest to ever hold that title."
Burst scratched his head. "Actually, you're not the youngest captain. My friend Steel Edge was the captain of the Elite Guard before he joined up with my team as the Element of Honor."
Shining Armor's jaw dropped. "Wow." He then snapped out of his shock as the two couples headed into the restaurant. "You know? I never really got the chance to thank you in person."
"Thank me for what?" Burst asked with a puzzled look on his face. 
Shining Armor pulled out a picture of him and Twilight with their parents. "For saving Twily when the Nightmare Forces got her and her friends. If you hadn't stepped in, I don't know what I would've done."
"Easy." Burst said with a smile. "You would've gathered the whole army, marched to the Nightmare Forces' lair, and raised Tartarus to save your sister. No need to thank me for something you would've been able to do yourself. But then again, all I basically did was deliver a single OP punch that obliterated Night Terror."
Shining Armor shrugged. "You're not wrong. How strong ARE you anyway?" Shining Armor gave Burst an overview. "You sure don't look like the typical hero. Not to sound like a jerk, but you don't look as muscular as me."
"Well, my dad's an Avatar like your wife-to-be and the princesses." Burst stated. "I don't need bulging muscles since my base physical and magical power's been above average since I was a kid thanks to me having Avatar blood in me. It's why I can pull off so many crazy feats. Couple that with me going through intensive training for seven years, and I easily outclass most people. The only instance I've ever gone all-out was against Night Terror. And since then, I've only gotten stronger."
Shining Armor gulped nervously. "Remind me to never get on your bad side." He then decided to change the topic. "Anyway, since Cadence is the Princess of Love, I should warn you she's quite the compulsive shipper."
"Hey!" Cadence interjected. "It comes with the job!" She then looked at Burst Stream. "By the way? I do ship you and Aunt Celestia hard."
Burst smiled. "So does that mean you also ship all of my friends who have love interests now?" He then got to speculating. "Come to think of it, did you have some hand in them all getting together?"
"I'm good. But just because I'm a love goddess doesn't mean I'm going to force a ship." Cadence said with a wink. "Even though today is technically supposed to be my holiday."
Celestia rolled her eyes lightly, and couldn't help but smile. "Are we going to spend the whole date talking about shipping on empty stomachs?" As soon as the couples placed their orders, Celestia raised her glass, and gave Burst a loving gaze. "Here's to finding our fairytale romances."
Cadence and Shining Armor smiled at each other. Their engagement rings proudly displayed. "We'll definitely drink to that."
Burst smiled at the moment, but was made aware of a very crucial fact. "Hey, Shining Armor? You DID let Twilight know you're getting married, right?" And Shining Armor immediately spat out his drink.

	
		Episode 29: Noble



I don't know why I'm here. But this tingling feeling in my arm only decided to stop when I decided to make the trip here! The young man thought to himself as the train headed for Unityville's station came to a stop. First I need to leave by boat to get to Castalot. Then I need to take a train. All this sitting around is tartarus on my legs.
The young man stretched as he exited the train. His outfit consisted of red-and-blue sneakers, tan pants, and a shirt with a magnet on it coupled with a grey jacket that had one blue sleeve and one red sleeve. Furthering the color scheme was his grey skin and red-and-blue hair. The magnet mark on his hand designating him as a Magi. "Unityville. So this is where the lad leading the Elements of Heroism resides." The young man said as he took in the sights. "He's also the one who sent out that mental message. So I've got him to thank for my arm tingling. But no sense dwelling on it." His green eyes steeled in determination.
"Best get a move on North. If you received his message, you might as well have the courtesy to answer it and see what you're in for." Magnet North slung his bag over his shoulder, and set about exploring Unityville. However, he was detoured from his main goal when he caught sight of a line of people gathering. "Hello now. What's this?"
Magnet North decided to take a quick look at where the line had assembled. Sweet Apple Acres. "Wonder what's got everyone whipped into frenzy?" North managed to peek over the line of heads, and saw a stand selling mugs of cider, "Oh. Well that question's answered."
"Since I'm here, I might as well see if this cider's worth the hype." Unfortunately, North wouldn't get the chance to sample some of the famous cider as the stand had sold out the last of their batch for the day. North noticed a certain rainbow-haired Skyborn girl groan in distress. "No loss. I guess this frees me up to search for the Elements of Heroism."
But before Magnet North could even turn around to leave, a strange vehicle arrived. Two individuals leaped down from what looked like the seat, and their vehicle turned into a strange contraption. "Say brother. These folks sure look like they're in need of cider." Flim said with a grin.
Magnet North narrowed his eyes as the Flim Flam brothers got to work showing off their cider machine. He wasn't upset that they were displaying machine, but more along the lines of that they had rudely crashed the Apple family's cider stand. North took to inspecting the machine. Making a gesture that looked like he was overviewing the design.
"Um, there's no need for an inspection sir." Flam said. "We assure you that this machine is fully operational! And if quality's an issue, we have built-in quality control!"
Magnet North paused, and stared in Flim and Flam's direction. "Oh, that's not an issue lads. It truly is a fine machine." A small smile then crept across North's face. "However, there IS one small matter of concern that a person in my position can't overlook. You two lads wouldn't happen to have a permit to operate this machine, would you?" The frozen look on Flim and Flam's faces couldn't help but make North smile. "Furthermore, do you have permission of the current property owners to demonstrate your contraption?"
"They don't have squat!" Apple Bloom hollered from the cider stand! "We didn't even ask for them to show-off!" The crowd quickly turning on the conmen brothers. 
Magnet North nodded. "Yes yes. Quite troubling news indeed for you two." North glared at Flim and Flam. "I'm afraid you lads are going to have to come with me. My superiors have just a few little questions to ask concerning your business. You wouldn't mind taking a little detour, would you?"
"Eh-heh!" Flim chuckled nervously. "Actually, my brother and I have a pressing engagement! Far away! Anywhere but here!" The con men duo jumped on their contraption, and sped off! Desperate to avoid any possible legal trouble.
Magnet North couldn't help but watch the brothers' departure with a content smile. "Serves those two crooks right." North then felt someone tugging on his pant leg. He looked down to see Apple Bloom smiling up at him. "Hello there lass. What's got you so cheery?"
"Thanks fer running those varmints outta town!" Apple Bloom said with a huge grin. "Are you some kinda inspector or something? Also, you talk funny."
Magnet North couldn't help but smile. "Wasn't any trouble at all. And I am from far away." He tilted his head up, and his green eyes soon met Applejack's. And she didn't look to happy. "Is there, something I can help you with?"
"You can start by telling the truth." Applejack said crossly. "Ah know yer not any kind of inspector." The Element of Honesty then sighed. "But as much as Ah hate liars, I can appreciate you sticking up for me an' mah family."
Magnet North let out a sigh of relief. "You got me lass. I'm no inspector. But I can't very well stand and let good people get trampled on." He then winked at Applejack. "Just wouldn't be proper, now would it? Not all lies are without good reason lass. But honesty usually is the best policy. That being said, I'd best leave before my presence upsets you anymore." North gave a bow, and left Sweet Apple Acres.
"Ya didn't have to be mean to him about it Applejack." Apple Bloom said with a pout. "Ah know lyin's bad, but he did it for a good reason!"
Applejack sighed. "Ah know lil' sis." She then patted on Apple Bloom's head, and smiled. "Ah might've. . . gone a little overboard back there." Applejack then noticed Apple Bloom shooting an 'Oh really?' look at her. "Okay. A LOT. Ah'll see if Ah can track him down."
As Applejack began her search, Magnet North had stopped in the town square to rest a bit. He'd been exploring Unityville, and his exploration had taken a lot out of him. "Least I'm familiar with the place now." North then heard his stomach grumble. He took out his wallet, but was reminded of a none too pleasant fact. Right. With the life I had back home, I made it a point not to keep too much for myself.
As Magnet North lamented his lack of pocket money, Applejack had finally tracked him down. She noticed his distraught expression, and decided to investigate. "Hey there." She greeted. "Don't worry. Ah'm not here to lecture you again." Applejack took a deep breath. "Look. Ah'm sorry Ah got all ornery just because you lied to get those two varmints away."
"No need to apologize lass." Magnet North said with a smile. "You didn't even offend me in the first place. But since you're so keen to start over, we might as well introduce ourselves." North extended his hand, and smiled. "Magnet North. And it's a pleasure to meet you miss-?"
"Applejack." Applejack said as she shook his hand. "Judgin' by yer accent, you're not from around here. So what brings you all the way to Unityville? Ah didn't think mah family's cider was that good."
North let out a chuckle at hearing this. "Applejack, I didn't even get to taste a drop." He then composed himself. "You'd probably think the reason I'm here is crazy."
"Shoot." Applejack said with a shrug. "In this town? Crazy is the definition of normal. We had Nightmare Moon's return, the Nightmare Forces attacking, Discord, and a bunch 'a mutant changelings. Ah'm pretty sure whatever brought you here is normal by comparison."
Magnet North took a deep breath. "Okay. A while back, I heard this message going off in my head. I trust you're familiar with Burst Stream, the Element of Power? He sent out a message telling me and others who could hear it that we would be joining his team. I ignored the message, but my arm would occasionally get a tingling sensation. Usually whenever a battle that the Elements of Heroism had took place. Sure enough, I decided to get involved. What if they fell one day?" North's gaze was contemplative. "What if they needed one more person to help tip the odds in their favor?"
"Gee Sugarcube." Applejack said with a whistle. "Yer kinda late to the party. A bunch of new elements joined the Elements of Heroism. Ah reckon there're about ten of 'em. Plus, there's me and myfriends. The six of us make up the Elements of Harmony." Applejack would've continued, but her train of thought was interrupted by the sound of Magnet North's stomach growling. "Wanna grab some grub? Ah'll pay. It's the least I can do to return the favor."
Magnet North smiled. "You're going to have to in this case. I've barely got enough on me to buy an apple." Once their stomachs were filled, North slung his bag over his shoulder. "Well, I appreciate you going out of your way for this. But I'd best be going. I need to find a place to sleep." He patted his bag as indication of a sleeping bag being one of its contents.
"Wait." Applejack said as she grabbed onto North's shoulder. "You mean to tell me you came all the way here because you wanted to join the Elements of Heroism, stuck your neck out for me and mah family, and you didn't even think to find a place to stay at or money for food?" North just nodded in confirmation. Applejack was utterly stunned. "North. You must be either really foolish, or really noble."
Magnet North shrugged. "Maybe I'm a noble fool who didn't want to see a beautiful girl lose everything to a pair of con men trying to trash her life." North noticed Applejack blush when he said beautiful. "What? No one's ever complimented you like that?"
"Most guys aren't into girls that could beat 'em at arm wrestling." Applejack said with a small smile. She then shook herself out of her thoughts. "Well, how about this? Normally Ah'd call us even. But, since you lied to get to this point, Ah've got proposition fer you. You can stay at Sweet Apple Acres for as long as you want, but you need to put in honest work in place of rent." Applejack smirked. "A fitting arrangement. A liar putting in honest work."
Magnet North couldn't help but smile. "You're not giving me much of a choice in the matter lass. But I'm not one to pass up free room and board." He then extended his hand. "You have yourself a deal Applejack." The two headed back to Sweet Apple Acres. Apple Bloom greeting them when they arrived.
"Hi Applejack!" Apple Bloom said with a big smile. She then noticed Magnet North, and her eyes darted between him and Applejack. "So, are the two of you boyfriend-girlfriend now?"
Both Applejack and Magnet North's faces were flushed red! "APPLE BLOOM!" Applejack snapped in her flustered state! "Ah know Ah brought him home, but that doesn't make us an item!" Applejack regained her composure, and took a deep breath. "North's gonna be stayin' with us fer a while. He's got nowhere to go, and not many bits in his pocket. So we came to an arrangement as compensation fer lying. He can stay so long as he puts in work."
"YES!" Apple Bloom pumped her fist in the air! "I get a shorter chores list!" Applejack sent a glare in her direction. "Ah mean, excellent arrangement big sis!" 
Magnet North chuckled at the siblings. They might drive each other crazy. But I guess that's how you know they care about each other. Applejack showed North to the guest room he'd be taking up residence in. "Well, looks like I won't have to worry about a roof over my head tonight." North unpacked his belongings, and went out for a walk around town to see if he could gather any more information on the Elements of Heroism. "Maybe they've got a secret base or something like that. . . " 
As fate would have it, Magnet North would meet the Elements of Heroism quite soon. Carapace, the mutant beetle changeling had just engaged some of the Elements of Heroism on the outskirts of town. His hide was far more resilient than any of his fellow mutant changelings. Making the fight against him all the more difficult. The sounds of blaster fire and magic could be heard quite clearly by North, and he decided to investigate. 
"AGH!" Burst Stream groaned in pain as an energy blast from Carapace's horn sent him flying! "Great. The mutant changelings just HAD to send their tank out!"
Tyrannus fired a blast from his cannon! Knocking back the mutant changeling! "Forget about getting through his defenses! Just focus on putting as much force into your attacks as possible!" Tyrannus resumed his volley of thunder blasts! The shots seemingly damaging Carapace!
"I don't have firepower to match. . ." Dark Ice said as he charged forth with his claymore. "But I can put force into my blade!" Ice swung at Carapace with as much force as he could!  Staggering the mutant changeling! However, Carapace countered by striking Ice in the stomach! Ice fell to one knee desperate to catch his breath!
"I have only come for one target." Carapace said. "I don't want to fight, but you're in my way." Carapace then clashed with Tyrannus! The two grappling with each other trying to push the other back!
"We're not letting you get Narico!" Tyrannus growled as he tried to keep himself rooted in place! "He has a home here! If any of you really cared about him, why did you let him run away?!"
Carapace was silent for a moment before his horn glowed and he threw Tyrannus with his magic! "We made him run because we care about him. He's like me and the others." Carapace looked at his own hand. "Ones who don't belong where we come from." Carapace was about to fire another blast from his horn when he felt something try to tackle him. Magnet North had leaped onto his back! "Where did you come from?!"
"Just visiting for a while!" North quipped as he held on for dear life! All the while not noticing the glow coming from his upper arm. "Hitting a guy when he's down? That's just plain low!"
Carapace struggled to get at North with his arms, and decided to land on his back! Making a crater as he did so! North lay in the crater battered. "You had no business here, and yet you risked your own life for those you didn't know." Carapace began to charge up his horn. "I'm sorry."
North managed a weak smile as he closed his eyes expecting to be wiped out. But when he opened his eyes, he saw that Carapace's blast had been blocked by a blue magical shield construct! Magnet North looked around, and saw Burst casting the spell! A bright flash then triggered, and North saw a shotgun-like blaster in his hands. Curious he pulled on the pump. The blue barrel had flipped and turned red! Not wasting time, North fired a blast point blank! Sending Carapace flying and cracking the armor around his chest! The mutant changeling burrowing away in a hasty retreat!
"Thanks for the save." Burst said with a smile as he dropped the shield around North. "Though I guess we're even now." He then saw the crest on North's upper arm still glowing. The glow fading as North got to his feet. "You know, you're pretty late to answer my message."
Magnet North managed a chuckle. "Hey. Don't heroes usually save the day at the last minute?" He then inspected his Duelist Arm. "Still, if I'm going to be a hero, I might as well learn how my tools of the trade work. Though I don't know what my heroic qualities would be."
Ice had recovered, and smirked. "You're kidding right? You risked your own life for us, and you didn't know who we are. Not to mention you didn't even care what happened to yourself. Probably the greatest show of nobility I can think of."
"If that's my heroic quality, then that's my element." North said with a smile. "Magnet North. Element of Nobility. Pleasure to finally join you lads in the fight at last."
Burst smiled. "Glad to have you aboard. With Steel getting called back to Castalot, we're going to need as much help as we can get. That, and we'll also be training with the Elements of Harmony. Whatever the changelings have planned, it's going to be big. And when the time comes, we'll take it on together."
Magnet North thought of what Burst had said. Then he pictured him and Applejack. The Element of Nobility blushing at the prospect. "Together. . ."

	
		Episode 30: Incomplete Power



Burst Stream and Twilight Sparkle were staring each other down. Both had their weapons at the ready. "There's no turning back from this." Burst said before rushing at Twilight with his sword! Putting as much force as he could into his charge!
Twilight countered the charge by putting up a shield bubble with her magic! "Sometimes the best offense is a good defense." She quipped as Burst's blade bounced off her shield! "I've been practicing with my Harmony Keeper." Twilight patted her staff. "The ornament gem at the top is a great way to channel my magic through the staff. Meaning my spells get a bit of a boost. And as far as I've tested, my weapon can't be destroyed."
Burst smiled. "Looks like you're becoming a weapon nerd like me. Nice call by raising your shield. However," Burst reached into one of the inner folds of his coat, and pulled out the spell magazine Celestia had given him as a Hearth's Warming present. "Your enemy doesn't need to worry about your defenses if they can punch right through them!" Burst slotted the spell magazine into his blaster! The blue orbs on either side of his blaster turning yellow! Burst aimed at Twilight's shield, and fired a blast of powerful solar magic! 
The force of the blast made Twilight's shield crack! And a second blast shattered it! "Fair point." Twilight said with a nod. "But that means nothing if your target evades your attack!" Twilight evaded each of Burst's shots!
"Oh, I don't have to worry about that." Burst said with a smirk as he reached into his coat, and pulled out the spell magazine Luna had created and slotted it into his other blaster. The orbs turning white this time. "I'm pretty sure I'm gonna hit my mark." Burst aimed his blaster to the sky, and fired away! Each of the shots were white, and seemed to hang in the air. Burst then fired at Twilight!
Twilight rolled out of the way, and giggled. "You know you missed right?" However, the shots that were hovering in the air immediately homed in on Twilight! Each of them hitting her, but none doing too much damage on their own. "I guess they make up for their lack of power in terms of accuracy."
"Yeah. I guess I just wanted to show off my Hearth's Warming presents." Burst said with a joking smile as he ejected the spell magazines from his blasters. "But as cool as they are, I prefer to stick to my default weapons." Burst and Twilight then charged at each other! Their melee weapons clashing! "You've gotten pretty good with your magician staff. But. . ." Burst managed to knock Twilight's staff away! "Let's see how good you are without i-" Burst was cut off when Twilight delivered a punch to his face. "Nice punch Twi." It didn't pack much force, but it connected
Twilight beamed at the praise. "Well, I can't hit as hard as you can, but a solid hit is better than none!" Twilight rolled her head to avoid one of Burst's punches, but was caught off guard when Burst aimed his knee at her stomach! "I don't think so!" Twilight caught Burst's leg with her magic, and used her magic to throw him! Her eyes went wide! "Sorry! I know I'm supposed to be relying on magic less, but I couldn't help it!"
"Easy there Twi!" Burst said as he waved off Twilight's concern. "In a real fight, you need to use any and all skills at your disposal." Burst then dusted himself off, and smiled. "The fact you were able to keep yourself from just whipping out your magic speaks a lot in terms of your improvement. You're less of a glass cannon than when you began, and you're relying less on planning and more on instinct."
Twilight couldn't help but smile. "Well, it sounds like we're done here. Who's up next?" Twilight scanned through the list, and saw that it was Inferno and Rarity's turn to spar. Burst and Twilight headed to the sidelines while Inferno and Rarity squared up. "So how do you like the sparring schedule I made?"
"Pretty good so far." Burst said as he took a sip from his water. "I guess pitting counterparts from my friends against yours is a pretty good way to go about it. Respectively, you and I are the most powerful of our sets of elements."
Twilight nodded. "Inferno and Rarity are our respective best friends. Steel and Rainbow Dash are the ones we can count on to be by our sides. Ty's a big softy and Fluttershy's the sweet one. Pinkie and Akage are the wild cards." Twilight then paused. "Applejack and North are pretty similar too. Both of them go pretty far for the people they care for. You know Burst? I'm surprised we didn't end up a couple since we're counterparts in a way." Twilight blushed at the notion.
"Of course we're not!" Burst exclaimed. "Twilight, we're not a couple for the same reason you and Spike aren't an item. You're more of  a sibling to me rather than a romantic interest. Plus, I got the feeling you get shipped with a LOT of people. Heck, I can even see you and Celestia as a couple!"
Twilight blushed fiercely, and decided to recover with a joke. "Yes. It could've been me." She then pointed dramatically "But you stole my chance! Curse you Burst Stream!" The two shared a laugh, and went back to watching Tyrannus go against Fluttershy. Ty's cannon shot being reflected right back at him thanks to Fluttershy's staff putting up a barrier that protected her. "Looks like Ty activated Fluttershy's trap card."
"Was that a Yu-Gi-Oh reference?" Burst asked. He then shook his head to avoid getting lost in thought about his favorite card game. "Back on topic, I think all of us have gotten stronger. Fluttershy's more assertive from what Ty's told me. Rarity's become an awful lot more considerate since the Nightmarity incident. And I don't think I've ever seen Rainbow Dash apart from Steel ever since Discord's defeat."
Twilight nodded in confirmation. "I think the only ones who have yet to undergo any improvement are Pinkie Pie and Applejack. Then again, I don't know how much they really can improve. Or if they even need to at all. Speaking of improvement, I've noticed that Dark Ice has the tendency to always charge first into a fight. Or switch his priorities when one of his brothers gets attacked based on Shadow's account from your encounter with those mutant changelings"
"You're not the only one who's noticed." Burst said with a sigh. "The guys still have plenty of room for growth. Especially our newest member, Magnet North. Akage's already highly skilled due to his training, so it's no wonder he was able to take out a mutant changeling with no problem. Steel's an avatar now, so he's gotten a huge power boost and can use magic now." Burst Stream then looked to the sky. "But out of all of us? I think I'm the one who has to grow the most."
Twilight was surprised to hear this coming from Burst. "Burst, what are you talking about? You always put your friends and team before yourself. Any time a villain shows up, you're one of the first to put your life on the line so that everyone else can be safe. The changelings were a sudden threat, and the mutant ones nearly pushed you to the edge. But you never gave up when the odds were against you. Not to mention you helped me get rid of an incredibly unhealthy mindset! How could you possibly need to grow any more?"
"Because I'm incomplete Twilight." Burst said calmly as he stood up, and removed his coat and shirt. Displaying the talent crest on his back. "You remember when I said that I was born with my talent crest? Well that wasn't completely true. I was born with most of it. Squint your eyes, and you'll see what I'm talking about. Focus on the center of the white lightning blast."
Twilight did as Burst said, and squinted as she looked at the center of the blast of white lightning. What she saw astounded her. Inside the center, it looked like some mass was trying to gather and make a form! But no matter how hardly it tried, the mass couldn't take the form it wanted. "This. . . this is incredible! I've never heard of an incomplete talent crest before!" Twilight then looked to Burst, and smiled sheepishly. "Uh, not that there's anything wrong with that!"
"Hey. It's no problem." Burst said with a small smile. "To be honest, I don't mind that it's incomplete. Like I said, it means I've only got more room to grow, and I've got endless possibilities. I just hope I'm not another typical 'Chosen One'."
Twilight couldn't help but giggle. "Well, it didn't turn out that well for Anakin."
". . . I have taught you well padawan." Burst said with a laugh.

	
		Episode 31: Magnetic Attraction



Applejack sure is getting mileage out of our arrangement. Magnet North thought to himself as he hauled off another bucket full of apples. But a gentleman always honors his agreements. I'm no exception. North wiped the sweat from his brow, and snuck a glance at Applejack. 
I'd be lying to myself if I said she wasn't pleasing to the eye. North thought with a small smile. She's fairly muscular with the farm work she does, so she certainly knows how to make strength beautiful. North observed how easily Applejack handled heavy lifting. "How's it coming along on your end Applejack?"
Applejack smirked. "Ah'm pretty much finished North. Though I wasn't expecting you to get your hands dirty." She pointed to the magnet crests on North's hands. "Truth be told, Ah was expecting you to whip out your magic and use that to move all the buckets."
"And risk you clocking me on the head for not putting in an honest effort?" North joked, earning a small chuckle from Applejack. "Wouldn't be very noble if I took the easy way out. Besides, if you really wanted to see me show off my magic, give me anything that's metal. As my talent crest shows, I'm best with polarity magic. Or magnesis for lack of a better term."
North then chuckled as he remembered the first meal he'd had at the Apple family's home. "I remember when Apple Bloom asked me if I could bend and levitate a spoon with my magic. I told her that a real challenge would be to have me rearrange it into a different shape." He then stared right into Applejack's emerald eyes. "Put my magic doesn't just work on metal. I can also use polarity magic to push or pull other objects. Care if I use you for a demonstration?"
"Fine." Applejack said with a shrug. "But don't go and try anything funny. Otherwise," Applejack patted one of her legs. "Ah'll give you a taste of Kicks Mcgee here."
North gulped, and gave Applejack a nervous smile. "Believe me. That's the last thing I'd want to do to ANY woman. Heck, I've not so much as even kissed a girl yet!"
"Whoa there sugar cube. Calm down." Applejack said. "Ah was just jokin'." She then smirked at the flustered Element of Nobility. "Ah can tell you're not the kinda guy to take advantage of a girl like that. As for how Ah know this? You could've used that time you sent Flim and Flam packing to score a mug of cider. But you didn't. So you've got mah trust North. Ah'm ready and waiting for when you're good to go."
Magnet North let out a sigh of relief. "Oh thank Celestia. That takes SOOO much pressure off my mind." North fired up his magic. A light blue aura surrounding his hands. He then snapped his fingers, and the magic changed color from blue to red. "This might tingle a bit lass." North sent out a small beam of magic that hit Applejack. Coating her in a faint red aura. North snapped his fingers again, and his magic aura turned blue before he cast a beam of magic onto himself. "Now I'll demonstrate how opposites attract. Or you could say," North made a pulling motion in Applejack's direction, and the farm girl found herself floating over to North. "I've got a magnetic personality." North cancelled out his magic, and caught Applejack as she landed. 
Applejack couldn't help the blush that came from North catching her. "Pretty neat trick sugar cube." She said as she broke eye contact. "Say, you want something to drink? It's pretty hot out." North raised one of his eyebrows in suspicion, but Applejack dashed off back to the house!
"Well." North said with a sigh. "I guess our attraction's starting out weak. Just means there's all the more room to build it up."

	
		Episode 32: Flowery Following



The alarm clock on Venus Bloomer's room blared as soon as it was seven a.m., and the slumbering Element of Spirit promptly hit the snooze button. Venus stretched, and yawned. "Monday morning." He said with a sigh. "Time to face what my job has in store for me today."
Venus Bloomer loved his job at the flower shop. He enjoyed working there, and pleasing people with floral arrangements. It was his co-workers that were the problem. Why? The answer greeted his as soon as he entered the shop. "Morning, Lily. Daisy. Rose."
"Hi Venus~!" All three flower shop girls said in a flirty tone. Ever since Venus had started work at the flower shop, all three girls had taken note of his dashing good looks.
Venus decided not to acknowledge the three, and went straight to overviewing the various flower arrangements. As he got to the rose arrangements, who else but Rose should slide on up to him. "Rose. You don't need to help me out with this."
"Oh I'm not trying to get in your way." Rose said with a giggle. "I just thought you'd like to know the difference between me and the flowers I'm named for." She then shot a flirty smile at Venus. "I'm far less prickly."
Venus sighed, and put on a smile. "I'll say. You're certainly gave me a friendly welcome this morning and every time I've come into work prior." Out of the corner of his eye, Venus noticed Rose get shoved to the side by Lily Valley. Great. Ever since I got this job, they've been flirting with me non-stop! Heck, they even said I look prettier than them! I can't help but worry that they might try sniffing my hair when they think I won't notice!
Another quick glance over his shoulder gave Venus a quick peek at the three girls bickering over which of them stood a chance at dating Venus. All of this arguing and they barely even know me. Venus just shook his head, and went to manning the register. Giving him a much better view of the building cat fight. Well, time to rectify that."
GIRLS!" Venus snapped! Drawing the three flower girls' attention. "I am very flattered that you three show interest in me. But the fact is, you don't know a thing about me. So how can you possibly picture yourselves with me?"
The flower shop was completely silent, and Venus smiled at what was seemingly an end to the arguing. "If you'll excuse me, I'm going on lunch break." Venus headed out the door with a smile on his face. However, he was not alone in his departure. Lily, Daisy, and Rose had tailed him to find out where he preferred to get his lunch! 
Venus was still blissfully unaware he was being followed as he picked up his order of a burger and a soda. Sure is nice to get away from those three. They're about as sweet as the flowers they're named after, but I'm not gonna go out with them just because we all have flower-like names.
As Venus sat down, he was joined by Night Fang. "'Sup Venus?" Fang asked with a smile and a wag of his tail. The Element of Determination sat down right next to his best friends, and brought out his own lunch. That being a sandwich packed with meat. "So. How's the love life treating you?"
"Oh, you know me." Venus said with a small smile. "Girls swooning left and right as soon as I even speak to them. Whatever guy wishes to be as good looking as me is in for a rude awakening." Venus then patted Fang on the head. "But thanks for making me laugh at my problems."
Fang beamed, and wagged his tail. But he then sniffed the air as he caught a whiff of familiar flowery scents. Scents similar to the one on Venus due to him working at the flower shop. "Yeah. Well, don't thank me just yet. You haven't gotten rid of said problems. They're closer than you think."
"What do you mean?" Venus asked with a raised eyebrow. "I already told the girls at the shop that they shouldn't pursue a relationship with me because they barely know me. Granted, they know things about me, but that's not the same as knowing the person." 
"Indeed." Akage said with a sage nod. Venus and Fang were startled at first, but calmed down once they realized sudden appearances were just what ninjas did sometimes. "So you still having lady troubles Venus? I can whip you up a root beer float if you're going to spend another five minutes straight talking about how those flower girls get crazy over you."
Venus sighed. "It's fine Akage." Venus gulped down the last of his soda. "I was just about to head back to work. See ya later! Or in Fang's case, smell!" Venus waved farewell to his friends, and returned to the shop. "Hi girls. You miss me?"
"Pretty hard not to." Daisy hinted with a flirty tone. "So, you tell your friends about us? Choosing which of us to date isn't that hard is it?"
Venus blinked in confusion. "How. . . did you know that I was hanging around my friends during my lunch break?"
"Luckyguess!" Lily Valley said with a nervous smile! "We definitely weren't trying to compare which of us would be a better girlfriend for you!" Roseluck gave a frantic nod.
Venus spared a glance at each of the girls. Suuure you weren't. "O-kay. I'm suddenly wishing we'd taken the floral arrangement job for the upcoming Royal Wedding. Too bad about that, right?" And with that, an entirely new topic was the center for discussion. I hope Burst, Inferno, Steel, and Ty have some good advice on getting a girlfriend fast. . .

	
		Episode 33: Royal Wedding Rumble Part 1



Burst took in a deep breath as he inhaled the fresh air. "Sure is a nice day out." He then took a bite of his sandwich. "You know? I don't ever think all of us have hung out together at the same time Twilight." Burst Stream glanced over all his friends gathered in the field. He smiled when he saw the friends of his who had gotten girlfriends. "Granted a few of our friends are occupied. This could count as a date for all the couples."
"Well, this is nice." Twilight said with a nod and a small smile. "Maybe we ought to do this more. My library's got more than enough space, and you could just bring over your video game consoles and movies. Easy."
Burst chuckled. "Great. Now Akage's got two arenas where he can utterly trash everyone in!" The two shared a laugh, and Burst Stream came to a realization. "Now that I think about how calm things are right now? I've got the feeling we're in for a lot more excitement soon."
Burst Stream had no idea how right he was when Spike belched out a message from Princess Celestia. "A letter from the princess?" Twilight thought out loud as she took a hold of the letter and began to read. "Dear Twilight Sparkle. You are hereby invited to the royal wedding of Shining Armor and Princess Mi Amore Cadenza." Twilight was still for a moment before shouting at the top of her lungs. "MY BIG BROTHER IS GETTING MARRIED?!"
Dang it Shining Armor! Burst thought as he mentally face palmed. I know you're busy being captain of the Royal Guard. But you couldn't have spared a couple of minutes to tell Twilight you're getting married?! I even asked you if you'd invited her yet! "Twilight. Your big brother's kind of an idiot. I should know because I even asked him when Celestia and I went on a double date with him and his fiancé during Hearts' Day."
"I know I should be happy for him Burst." Twilight said with a sigh. "But Shining Armor was my BBBFF." Twilight noticed the puzzled expressions on all her friends' faces. "Big Brother Best Friend Forever." After waiting for her friends to grasp the meaning for the acronym, Twilight continued. "The two of us were super close before he left to join the Royal Guard. We did everything together."
Burst Stream put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "Well, you'll get your chance to discuss keeping you out of the loop back at Castalot." He then noticed Spike belch out another letter, and went to read it. "And it looks like me and the guys will be tagging along. Celestia wants us to help out with security." 
"Hey." Burst said as he nudged Twilight. "Just let me know if you want me to deck Shining Moron in the face." Burst gave Twilight a thumbs-up, and was relieved to see a small smile appear on Twilight's face. "I'll take that as a sign that you're good to go. Let's roll out!" Both groups of elements, plus Spike, Narico, and the TCCs, headed to the train station and boarded the train to Castalot.
As the train ride progressed, Burst began to reflect on the past clashes against the mutant changelings. They kept going on about how me and the guys were a threat to their queen's plan. So much that they made an effort to try and eliminate us multiple times. But they've been quiet lately. Maybe they've already got their plan set up. We'd better remain on guard.
Burst Stream let out a sigh. This wedding's going to be a big deal, so of course my girlfriend's going to ask me and my friends to act as extra security. A small blush crept onto Burst's cheeks as he entertained thoughts of his future. Maybe Celestia and I will be standing at the altar one day. He promptly returned his thoughts to the present. 
"Hey, Fang?" Narico asked his adopted big brother. "What's a wedding? Everyone else is acting pretty crazy, and the girls are acting like they got the best present in the world. So what's going on?"
Night Fang took a deep breath. "Well Narico, a wedding is when two people fall deeply in love. And they want to spend the rest of their lives together." Fang then blushed a little. "I know I'd like to find a girl who wants to be with me for the rest of my life."
Narico smiled at receiving an answer to his question. But he then felt a tingling in his head as they got closer to Castalot. Narico didn't know why, but the sensation in his being started to intensify.
Sure enough, both sets of elements and company arrived at Castalot Castle. However, they were met with a sight they hadn't expected. The Royal Guard was at the top of the wall with their spears readied. The sets of elements were prepared to be take inside by force, but a voice called out a single name. "Twily?!" Shining Armor called out with a grin on his face as he raced down to meet his sister. "It's so good to see you! I'm glad you made it!"
"BBBFF!" Twilight cheered as she returned the hug. Her expression then reverted to the cross expression. "How could you not tell me that you're getting married?! It's one of the greatest moments you could have in your life! And it's to some person I've never heard of! This Princess Mi Amore Cadenza!"
Shining Armor smiled knowingly. "Twily. Princess Mi Amore Cadenza is Cadence." He then led the group inside the gates. "Cadence and I have been dating since high school. And from there, things kind of just kept building up until I decided to propose."
"This is so amazing!" Twilight squealed with joy. "My BBBFF and the world's best babysitter getting married! Oh, I just can't wait to see her!" However, she soon came to a realization. "But, why is everyone on high alert?"
Shining Armor's expression steeled. "We received a threat saying Castalot would be attacked. That's why all of the guard is being put on high alert. Princess Celestia also instructed me to but up a shield around the city." Shining Armor ignited his magic. Its magenta glow covering his hands as he cast a gigantic shield bubble around the entire city! "Nothing's going to get inside. But the princess also has the Elite Guard on standby."
"In that case, I'll head to their barracks." Steel Edge said with a nod. "It'll be good to catch up with my former squad. Who knows? Maybe they'll all try and take on their old captain!" Steel flared his magic briefly before flying off to the Elite Guard quarters.
"So that's the Avatar of Honor." Shining Armor noted. "And he used to be the Elite Guard captain? Looks like you've got some pretty powerful friends Burst."
Burst shrugged. "Thanks. But don't sell yourself short." Burst Stream glanced at the shield around Castalot. "A shield spell like this takes a lot of magical power. But judging by your name, something tells me that defensive magic is your strong suit." Burst then smirked as he got into a fighting stance with his Duelist Arms drawn. "So let's see what you're made of!"
Shining Armor smiled, and nodded as he raised his shield and drew his sword. But before the two could get into a sparring match, a familiar voice interrupted. "Is there a problem here?" Cadence asked crossly.
"Cadence!" Twilight cried out in joy as she rushed over to her former babysitter. "Sunshine, sunshine! Ladybugs awake! Clap your hands and-" Twilight halted in the middle of her chant when she noticed that Cadence wasn't singing along with her. "Cadence? Aren't you going to finish the song?"
Cadence only had a confused expression on her face. However, her expression sharpened when she caught sight of Narico. And as she stepped closer, the young changeling began to shiver and clutch his head! Fang knelt down and tried to see what was wrong. Cadence was inching ever closer, but her path was soon blocked by Burst Stream. "Could you move out of the way? I have some pressing matters with that child back there."
"No can do." Burst said sternly. "I don't know what Narico's got to do with you, but it's clear he doesn't want any part of it. So if anyone needs to move, it's you."
Cadence rolled her eyes, and put on a staged smile. "All those accounts they told me don't do you justice. You don't back down at all. I certainly won't forget our first encounter."
"We've already met before Cadence." Burst said with a raised eyebrow. I've got a bad feeling about this. "You know, back when you and Shining Armor had a double date with me and Celestia?"
"Oh. . . yes! That date!" Cadence said with a false giggle. "Do forgive me. This wedding is quite the stressful task. But one I look forward too nonetheless. I'll see you at the altar." And with that, "Cadence" walked back into the castle.
Burst Stream narrowed his eyes as he watched Cadence depart. Something's off. She didn't act like she remembered Twilight. And she spoke so royal-like. Cadence definitely didn't talk like that when I met her and Shining Armor. She had a warm feel to her. I could sense it when I read her energy. But this woman? I get a completely different feel.
Burst then turned his attention to Narico and Fang. "Fang? What's up with Narico? The little guy looked like he was scared out of his mind. Especially when Cadence started to advance towards him."
"I don't know." Night Fang said with a sigh. "But this isn't the only time this happened. Back on the train, Narico felt a tingling in his head. And that sensation escalated to a buzzing as we got closer." Fang put his hands on Narico's shoulders. "Narico. I need you to tell me what's going on with you. Please. We can't help unless we know what's wrong."
Narico slowly removed his hands from his head. "I've. . . been hearing chatter. Changelings' thoughts can be heard by other changelings. And as we got closer, I heard a lot of thoughts buzzing around. But what really scared me was a presence I felt back at the hive. The presence of the queen. She's here. Somewhere." Narico then began to shiver slightly. "What's she going to do if she finds me?"
"She'll need to go through us first." Fang said with a determined expression on his face. "I promise Narico. I'm not gonna let anyone hurt you while I'm around." The young nymph gave Fang a small smile, and the group proceeded to head into the castle.
"You're not the only one who got an odd feeling Narico." Burst said. "I felt something was off about her too. While I can't exactly place it, I've got the feeling not all of her intentions are as clear as she's letting on."
Fang nodded. "So you noticed too?" He whispered. "I picked up on it while she was talking to you. Think we should keep an eye on her?"
"That sounds like a plan." Burst said with a nod. He then noticed Twilight talking to the rest of the Main 6. "Hey, Twilight? I hope I didn't upset you by getting up in Cadence's face like that."
Twilight shook her head. "No, you're fine Burst. It's just that, Cadence is acting so different from the person I once knew. I get that this wedding is going to put some stress on her, but it was weird that she didn't join in the song we made up when she babysat me. It's probably nothing, but I'm asking my friends to take note of anything odd about her."
"Well, I don't know if it's best that you just leave it to them." Burst said with a caution in his voice. "Chances are that they might just get caught up in their assigned wedding tasks. So it couldn't hurt for you to keep an eye on Cadence too. You're not wrong about her acting different. I could tell when she stepped out of the castle."
Twilight nodded. "Thanks Burst." She then got a mischievous smile. "And since we're at an event about love, shouldn't you be checking in your girlfriend?"
"I was getting to that!" Burst snapped as his cheeks were tinged pink! "Uh. . . bye!" And with that, Burst Stream dashed off to the throne room. However, he ran into his desired location quite literally. "Oof!" Burst lifted his head from where he'd fallen. "Sorry for literally running into you."
"Oh that's fine. I was hoping to see you soon anyway." Celestia said with a giggle. Burst's face was flushed red when he saw how close he was to Celestia's body! "I guess my dragon knight's a bit eager to be by my side." She then cupped Burst Stream's face. "Though I have missed you."
Burst managed to calm down enough to look Celestia in the eye instead of hiding his eyes behind his bangs. "So did you call me and the guys just because you wanted to see me? Or do you just feel safer when I'm around you? Then again, I wouldn't be your dragon knight if I didn't answer your call."
"True enough." Celestia said with a loving smile. She then took Burst by the hand, and led him around the castle. A slight blush on her face as they walked. "Tell me Burst Stream. Have you ever, considered getting married?"
Burst gulped at Celestia's question. "Well, I've honestly never given it much thought before. But that all changed not too long ago. That being when you and I started dating." Burst let out a sigh. "Oh man. How do I say this? Well, I guess there's only one way to put it." A deep breath later, and Burst tightened his hold on Celestia's hand. "I'd love to see you in a wedding dress walking down the aisle."
There was complete silence between the two, and they had come to a halt. Celestia then wrapped one of her wings around Burst, and pulled him close to her. "You have no idea how happy that answer makes me." Celestia said with a blissful smile as she closed the distance with a kiss.
Burst could've sworn he was in heaven at that moment. Here's hoping Twilight's having as much luck as I am! Burst thought to himself as he returned the kiss. With as much power as he could put into it. I guess love's really in the air today.
Meanwhile, Twilight was off observing "Cadence". Needless to say, Twilight wasn't too happy with what she saw. When Cadence was with Rarity, she seemed so disinterested in the design of the wedding dress. Almost like she didn't care. Then there was the instance where Applejack was having Cadence taste the treats she'd made for the reception. Cadence just discarded them as soon as Applejack left. And then there was Pinkie Pie. Despite all the fun things Pinkie listed off as part of the wedding, Cadence didn't even seem to remotely enjoy any of it!
"This is too weird. It's like she doesn't even care if she enjoys the wedding." Twilight murmured to herself as she continued to observe Cadence. However, what really sealed the deal was when she found Cadence and Shining Armor alone. Twilight had followed them, and decided to see how Cadence acted toward her soon-to-be husband. And she was horrified when she caught the sight of Cadence using magic on Shining Armor's head! "This is terrible! She's downright evil!" 
Twilight ran away as fast as she could! I have to let everyone know about this tomorrow! Needless to say, Twilight didn't rest easy that night. However, she wasn't the only one who was restless that night. Narico got out of bed to wash his face and hopefully clear his head.
Narico had filtered out most of the chatter he'd heard from changelings, but his empathic sense was going off like crazy. The young changeling focused on the source, and could feel a colossal amount of love coming from the source. But there was also great sadness to it as well. "Who are you?" Narico thought out loud. "Well, if I can't find out who you are, maybe I can find out who you love." Narico closed his eyes, and focused his magic to trace the direction of the affection. Sure enough, it was all aimed towards Shining Armor. And he ran to Night Fang to inform him.
"You're sure about this?" Fang asked his adopted little brother. Narico nodded frantically. "Okay then." Fang said with a deep breath. "Both you and Twilight were getting a bad vibe from Princess Cadence. Tomorrow's the rehearsal. Maybe you should tell Twilight about what you've been sensing. It just might help both of you. But right now? Try and get some sleep Narico. Here's hoping tomorrow turns out better."
The next day, Twilight burst into the reception hall! "STOP THE WEDDING!" She declared with as much force as she could! "Shining, Cadence is evil! She's been awful to my friends!" Twilight pointed at Cadence! "And then there's what happened last night! I saw her using your magic on you and messing with your head!"
It was then that Cadence broke into tears, and ran off! Shining Armor walked over to Twilight with an angry look on his face. "That's enough Twily! The reason Cadence is acting like this is the stress of the wedding and the attack threat! And as for why you saw Cadence using her magic on me? She's been using her magic to heal me! Maintaining the shield spell leaves me with a serious headache!" Shining Armor sighed. "I'm so disappointed in you Twily. You can forget about being the Best Woman at the ceremony." But while Twilight was just standing there and taking it, one of her friends decided they wouldn't stand for it.
"Shining Armor!" Burst shouted as he walked over to the siblings. Shining Armor turned to face Burst, and was promptly met with a punch to the face! Everyone in the room was left completely speechless! "How can you be so damn selfish?!" Burst screamed! "I can't believe all of you!" His gaze was directed at each of the Main 6 that had began to leave before he returned his furious glare to Shining Armor. "She was just worried for you! You're probably one of the most important people in her life, and you go and treat her horribly just because she might possibly ruin your stupid wedding?!" 
Some of the Main 6 made to leave again, but stopped in their tracks when Burst glared at them. The only ones spared from his glare were Rarity and Rainbow Dash. The only ones looking ashamed at the moment. "You're not off the hook either! You're supposed to be her friends! But none of you could be bothered to do her one favor and see how Cadence was acting!" No one had ever seen Burst Stream this angry before! Even Celestia was dumbstruck! Burst had stopped ranting for the moment, and just stared coldly at Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie and Applejack. "Maybe the Elements of Harmony choose wrong if you're going be lousy friends to Twilight and leave her behind because you all couldn't be bothered to get distracted from your wedding tasks."
"Forget this." Burst growled as he walked away. "I'm out of here!" But as Burst left, he noticed that we wasn't alone. Twilight was tailing him.
"Burst. . . you didn't need to do that." Twilight said sadly. "You're right. My brother and my friends were wrong to treat me like that, and I shouldn't have just taken it like I did. But why did you have to go and hit my brother like that?" Twilight tensed up a bit when Burst stopped walking. She was expecting him to glare at her, but what happened was the exact opposite.
Burst sighed, and looked back to Twilight sadly. "I'm sorry you had to see me like that Twilight. Usually it's pretty easy for me to keep my cool. The only time I came close to losing it was when Discord was released. Maybe I shouldn't have been so unrestrained when calling out your friends for treating you badly, but I couldn't just stand seeing you take that abuse." Burst took a deep breath before continuing. "And you're not off the hook either Twilight. What you did was impulsive and stupid. It's just as bad as the mistake you made when Discord gave you that riddle. All you had to go on was what you saw with your own eyes and no other evidence. You had a pretty weak platform to stand on, and that would have cost you if I hadn't stepped in. And I don't think anyone wants to see you break down in tears."
The two were quiet for a moment before Burst resumed the conversation. "Also, you're not the only one who's got a bad feeling about Cadence. Come on. I think Narico would like to have a few words with you." Burst led Twilight to where the other Elements of Heroism were stationed. He explained what Twilight saw, and his outburst towards Shining Armor and the rest of the Main 6. "And there you have it. Also, I want to apologize to Inferno, Steel, and Ty. I shouldn't have snapped like I did."
"Honestly? We kinda deserved it." Rainbow Dash said glumly as she hovered into the room. The rest of the Main 6 following suit. "Me ditching Twilight and the others caused a lot of trouble last time. I'm not making that mistake again." Rainbow Dash clenched her fist. "I'm not gonna be the reason someone I care about gets hurt. Not again."
Steel put an arm around Rainbow Dash. "Hey. Twilight didn't have any evidence except what she saw. I think she'll be more than forgiving of you."
"He's right you know." Twilight said with a small smile. "Honestly? I'm just glad you five came to your senses. This is a pretty big event, so it's only natural you all got engrossed in it. I probably should've seen this coming." She then let out a sigh. "Looks like there's still a lot to learn about friendship in store for me. And I think today provided one of those lessons."
Twilight then returned to the more pressing matter. "But that's a letter for another time. Fang. You said Narico kept feeling a weird sensation whenever Cadence was near, right? And that he also picked up on a powerful source of love directed at my brother?"
"That's it in a nutshell." Fang said with a nod. "Narico also said he heard mental chatter from other changelings. He said it was so clear that it was like they were just outside the city." Fang then knelt down to Narico's level. "Hey Narico? I'm about to ask a pretty big favor of you. You don't have to agree to helping, but it could really help us out. Narico. Can you tell me where you felt that love signal coming from?"
Narico slowly nodded. "It's gonna sound crazy, but I felt it coming from under the ground. I also sensed a lot of sadness coming from it too."
"The catacombs!" Twilight said with a snap of her fingers! "I read about them! They were a place rich with gems, and were used as a prison to trap greedy Magi! But how are we going to get there?"
Burst Stream stepped forward with a confident smile on his face. "Easy. I've got a plan. That Cadence impostor is probably thinking that we're on to her. If our meeting back at the castle entrance is anything to go by, this is her first time meeting Twilight. But since you caught onto her, I don't think it's a good idea to have you roaming around Twi. So here's what gonna go down. I'll confront the fake Cadence and get captured. If I'm right, she'll probably imprison me where the real Cadence is being held. I'll bust her out, and you and Fang will track us down. Fang's the best tracker I know, so he'll be able to lock onto my scent no problem. Then, we crash the ceremony with a big objection."
"Burst that's-WOW!" Twilight was amazed at the structure of Burst's plan. "I never expected you to come up with a plan like this!"
Burst frowned. "What, you just thought I half-assed everything I did? I always consider what action I need to take in every fight I have! And I improvise when the outline falls through. Arctic Ace is our strategist, but I'm the one my team counts on for the game plan. Wouldn't be much of a leader if I didn't have any plans."
"Sorry!" Twilight said with a sheepish smile. "I guess you're more of show-don't-tell type. Solid plan! So let's go for it!" And sure enough, Burst roamed the castle looking for Shining Armor and Cadence. He spotted Shining Armor leaving the room Cadence was given to prepare for the wedding. He put his ear up against the door. 
Burst could hear Cadence giggling. The giggling soon turned to laughter. And hearing it put Burst on edge. "So what do you find so amusing?" Burst asked as he quietly opened the door. "Laughing at Twilight Sparkle getting chewed out by her brother?"
"Hmph. So it looks like you've caught onto me too." The fake Cadence said with a smirk. "I'm curious. How long did it take you to figure me out? Well, it doesn't matter. You won't be telling anyone." Burst Stream turned and saw two changeling drones in front of him. One of the swung at him, and Burst fell to the floor. "It looks like the Element of Power isn't as strong as they say." The fake Cadence said with an evil smile before turning to the drones. "I do hope the Princess of Love enjoys the company I'm sending her way." A green magical aura covered Cadence's hands, and Burst was transported away in a flash of green fire. But the fake Cadence failed to notice something. Burst Stream was smiling as he was teleported into the caverns
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"Nnnngghh. . . " Burst Stream groaned as he "regained" consciousness. He didn't want to take any chances in case the fake Cadence was still listening. "Well, it looks like I'm gonna miss the big party." Burst took a quick look at is surroundings. That being the Castalot Catacombs. "You sure picked a heck of a hiding place."
The fake Cadence appeared in one of the reflective gem walls, and sneered at Burst Stream. "I'm glad you like it. Many greedy Magi got themselves imprisoned here and never escaped. I do hope you'll enjoy your stay." Burst Stream snorted at the projected image, and made to blast it with one of his blaster pistols. However, he reached to grab nothing. "Don't worry. I'm keeping your little toys safe."
"I'll get them back soon enough." Burst Stream replied flatly as he powered up his magic, and blasted the image! "Besides, all you've done is put me exactly where I wanted to go." The fake Cadence laughed at Burst's remark. Burst proceeding to blast apart each reflection! And when he blasted apart the last wall, Burst found the real Cadence! Judging by her appearance, she'd been imprisoned here for a couple days. "Hey there."
Cadence sprang to her feet. "Burst Stream?! How did you get here? Were you captured by that impostor too?!" Cadence looked to the ground sadly. "Great. If she managed to get you, then Shining Armor's done for!"
"Heh. Heh heh! Ah ha ha ha ha!" Burst clutched his stomach as he broke into a fit of laughter. "She doesn't even get it yet! That fake just put me right where I wanted to be! Whoever this impostor is, she fancies herself a master of deception." Burst stood triumphantly. "Don't worry Cadence. I'm gonna make sure you're the only one Shining Armor kisses at that altar."
Cadence tilted her head in curiosity. "Okay. But how are you going to get us out of here? No one knows we're down here, and your weapons were taken away by some minions that the impostor posted to keep an eye on us!"
"Oh really?" Burst asked with a smirk as he extended his hands out. In a flash of light, Burst's blasters appeared in his hands. "Two caster pistols: check." Burst Stream holstered his blasters, and held out his hand. His sword materialized in yet another flash of light! "Sword: check." He then gave Cadence a thumbs-up. "I'd say we're properly equipped to get out of here! And don't worry about people coming to get us! Twilight's on her way with a couple of my friends. They'll be able to find us no problem!" Cadence smiled, and let out a sigh of relief. She took a breath like she was about to sing, but Burst stopped her. "Disney princess song later! Escape now!" And with that, Burst and Cadence journeyed through the catacombs!
Back on the streets, Twilight, Fang, and Narico were busy looking for a way into the caverns. Fang's nose led him to a sealed up entrance. "Twilight! Care to give me a hand?"
"Right!" Twilight fired up her magic, and used it to remove the seal! "Come on! Let's go get Burst and Cadence! We have a wedding to crash!" The group of three then ran into the caverns! But as they ventured through them, they failed to notice barely visible strands of spider silk that trembled upon brushing against them. And the weaver of those webs took notice.
Silk Snare opened her eyes as she stirred in the makeshift web she'd spun. "It looks like we've got unexpected company. Carapace?"
The mutant beetle changeling lumbered out of the resting position he'd been in. "I hear you Silk. But I still think this plan of the queen's is doomed to fail."
"Tell me about it dude!" Constrictor piped in as he stretched his multi-segmented abdominal region. "I get her needing to get love for the whole hive, but this is insane! She wants to take the whole city?! It's madness!"
Silk Snare sighed. "What makes you think it's the hive she cares about?" This earned a puzzled look from her fellow mutant changelings. "Think about it guys. She threw us into stasis all because we were deemed as freaks. That we weren't of any use to the hive. Didn't you see it too? All the nymphs are essentially being indoctrinated into seeing her as our mother?" Silk's eyes grew misty. "Do any of you really remember when you saw your birth parents?" 
Both Carapace and Constrictor looked at the ground in thought. "Exactly. And who's to say she just won't get rid of us when we don't have any more use? The whole hive is just a tool to her." Silk then balled one of her fists. "And she'll get rid of any threat that disrupts things from the way she wants to keep things." She adamantly remembered what she'd overheard the queen plan to do to Narico. However, she soon noticed something of more immediate importance. "Wait a minute! Where are the weapons we were guarding?!"
"Back where they belong!" Burst Stream declared as he and Cadence had reached the segment where the mutant changelings were stationed. "So it looks like I was right. If you guys are here, then your queen's plan has to do with today's wedding. And I've got every intention of crashing it!"
The three mutant changelings made to charge at Burst, but a familiar voice called out to them! "STOP!" Narico yelled as he, Fang, and Twilight had arrived on the scene! "Please! You don't have to fight!"
Carapace turned to face Narico, and knelt down to be more at Narico's level. "You should not be here little one. This is probably the most dangerous place for you. The queen is in this city. And if she's here, you can be sure that she'll find you."
"I know." Narico said with a shaky nod. "I've already seen her, and she's seen me." All three mutant changelings visibly staggered at hearing this threatening development. "So there's no point in trying to protect me! No point in doing what the queen says! You said you never belonged in the hive too, so why serve it any longer? You can be like me! Free! Free to live the lives you want!" Narico's eyes began to tear up. "Maybe. . .  you could be a part of my family."
Constrictor scratched his head. "Ah geez! Are we really supposed to say no to THAT face?" Constrictor gestured to Narico's pleading eyes. "It's like he's saying we'll feel like we've kicked ten puppies if we say no to him!"
"And he's got a solid point." Silk Snare added. "Queen Chrysalis has seen him, and knows he's here in the city. We've already declared our defiance just by helping Narico run away from the hive. Might as well trumpet it as loud as we can before we get swarmed."
Fang approached Silk Snare. "You're not in this fight alone. All of you are important to Narico. That means me and my friends will be fighting for your sake too."
Carapace tilted his head in curiosity. "You would fight on our behalf? Despite the times we have been sent on attempts to eliminate you?"
"Well you made it clear that you weren't necessarily doing it of your own accord." Twilight chimed in. "But we won't stop the changeling queen any sooner if we just stay put and talk!"
Burst patted Twilight on the shoulder. "Great point Twi. Autobots, roll out! Wait, wrong series. Never mind! Let's go! Go! Go!" Glad I resisted the urge to say 'Go Go Power Rangers'! The group then made a mad dash for Castalot Castle! Racing against time as they were dead set on putting an end to the changeling queen's plans!
Back at the castle, the ceremony had just barely begun. Both the Main 6 and the Elements of Heroism were in their seats.  Burst Stream's fellow Elements of Heroism wondering where their friend and leader was at the moment. Celestia herself had a slight worried expression on her face. But when the disguised Chrysalis entered the room, Celestia let out a sigh and decided to proceed. "We are here today to join these two-"
"STOP!" Burst Stream cried out as he, Twilight, Fang, Narico, and three of the mutant changelings burst through the doors! "Don't even think about wedding these two! There's plenty of reasons why me and my friends here object to this wedding!" The remaining Elements of Heroism tensed up, and were about to summon their Duelist Arms when they saw the mutant changelings. However, the dropped their battle stances as they noticed that the mutant changelings were by Burst's side. 
"Why must she be so protective of her brother?!" The disguised Chrysalis muttered as she shot a glare at Twilight and then at the mutant changelings. She then corrected herself when she saw Celestia giving her a dubious stare. "I mean, why must she interrupt my special day?!" She even broke out the fake waterworks. 
However, Chrysalis's theatrics soon fell to pieces! "SHINING ARMOR!" The real Cadence cried out as she pushed her way to the front of the group! "Get away from her!"
Shining Armor was utterly confused at the whole situation. Just who was this impostor in front of him?! Then, as if to answer his question, he saw a white blur rush up between him and the disguised Chrysalis! "There's no point in hiding your true face now!" Burst Stream cried out as he slashed at the disguised Chrysalis! As Burst struck her, his sword seemed to rip right through the changeling queen's disguise! Celestia herself teleported over to Twilight's side as both sets of elements summoned their weapons! Chrysalis staggered back as green fire ate away at her Cadence disguise! Sparks flew out from where Burst Stream had slashed her! 
"AGH!" Chrysalis regained her footing, and looked at Shining Armor. Her true form revealed to the entire room! Her black chitin-skin and hole-filled wings out for all to see. Her messy teal hair almost draping over her green double-iris eyes as she assumed a more royal posture. Her black dress and fingerless green gloves were filled with holes and tattered! "Well. I see you spoiled my dramatic reveal."
A smirk then crept across Chrysalis's face. "So. We meet face to face at last Burst Stream." Chrysalis flipped her hair. "Perhaps I wasn't able to eliminate you and the other Elements of Heroism as I intended. But that doesn't matter at the moment. As we speak, my changelings are outside the shield. Chipping away at the only thing barring us from your precious city! Soon, my changelings will feed on the love of everyone in Castalot! And then, all of Unity!"
Chrysalis stared in Shining Armor's direction, and sneered. "Now Shining Armor. Be a dear and remove the shield spell." However, Chrysalis was surprised when Shining Armor stood rooted in his position. "What's keeping you? Remove the shield!"
"What makes you think that you're the boss of me?!" Shining Armor spat as he powered up his magic! "Twily was right." He muttered to himself.
Chrysalis was in complete shock! "This can't be! I had your mind under my control! You should be my slave and pawn! How?! How are you not obeying me?! How did-?!" Chrysalis then remembered something Shining Armor had said earlier that day. He was nursing the side of his face, and saying that he'd been punched. Punched, by Burst Stream. And the realization of that event's consequences had come full circle. 
So THAT explains it! Chrysalis thought as a scowl surfaced on her face! Revealing her fangs to all those in audience of the confrontation! "Maybe your mind is no longer in my grasp." Her scowl then turned into a wicked smile as she noticed the aura of magic around Shining Armor's hands. "But the same can't be said for your body!" Chrysalis flared up her own magic! The slime-green aura pulsating around her hands as she telekinetically commanded Shining Armor's hands and forced him to remove the shield over Castalot!
Burst Stream dashed over to the nearest window, and saw the swarm of changelings buzzing around in excitement as the shield gradually fell! He then turned to his fellow Elements of Heroism as a few drones began to dive down towards the city! "All of you! Get outside! Fight off as many changelings as you can, and get as many people as you can to safety! GO! NOW!"
But before all of the team of heroes could even get going, Narico had been watching everything unfold. And it tore him up inside. The young changeling powered up his magic as much as he could, dropped his disguise, and unleashed both the loudest telepathic and physical scream he could! "STOOOOOOOOP!" Narico screamed with both his mind and at the top of his lungs! The great effort he'd put into his cry made Narico stumble a little. Fang dropping everything to help his adopted little brother stand.
Chrysalis was in utter disbelief as her entire swarm had stopped at hearing Narico's cry! Chrysalis threw Shining Armor to the side with her magic! Prompting Cadence to run to her beloved's side. Chrysalis stepped towards Narico and Fang. Her eyes narrowing as she directed her glare towards Narico! "Speak nymph. Why do you oppose what is best for your hive? Your people? Why do you stand against your queen? The one who provides for you?!"
"Not. . . this way. . . " Narico said as he caught his breath. "It doesn't. . . have to be this way!" Narico stood tall as he took a few steps toward Chrysalis. "Queen Chrysalis. My name is Narico. I lived in your hive. But I never felt like I belonged there. So, I ran away. I was alone for a time, but not for long." 
Narico looked back at Fang, the other Elements of Heroism, and the Main 6. "They took me in, gave me a home, and even kept my secret! Then a few of my friends found out my secret too, but they still accepted me! All of them loved me because of who I was! They didn't care that I wasn't like them! For them. . .  I DIDN'T NEED TO CHANGE MYSELF AT ALL!"
The proud declaration from one so young made the changeling queen flinch! "And if you don't believe me. . . " Narico focused his magic, and a small green orb materialized between his hands. "This is a bit of the love I've gotten from my big brother. And from all of my friends here in Unity. It doesn't look like much, but it's enough for me. Enough so that I know it's real." Narico levitated the orb of love energy over to Chrysalis. "It's something I want to share with you."
Chrysalis held the orb in her hands, and analyzed it with her magic. The nymph is right. Just this small amount is dripping with love! A devious smile soon crept across the changeling queen's face. Even more so than the love of that idiot captain of the guards. 
"You truly have given me a wonderful gift young one." Chrysalis said with a sickly sweet tone. "However," Chrysalis seized Narico with her magic! "You haven't given me enough of it yet!" The entire room watched in horror as Chrysalis began to siphon out all the love Narico had received! "You should feel honored! It is your duty to serve your queen!"
"NARICO!" Fang screamed as he made to rush to Narico's aid! Only for his fellow Elements of Heroism to restrain him! "Let me go! He needs me! I have to help him! Narico!"
Narico writhed in pain as the love was slowly being stripped away! "No. . . " From within Narico's very being, something awakened! "You. . . can't . . .  have this!" Narico's eyes suddenly glowed with a bright light! "I won't let you. . ." A bright green magical aura surged around Narico's entire being! "STEAL ANYONE ELSE'S LOVE!"
The siphoning of the love stopped, and Chrysalis was shocked to find its flow was soon reversing! The love she'd been taking away was now being stolen back! "What?! What's happening?!"
"I WILL TAKE BACK WHAT YOU STOLE!" Narico screamed! "FROM ME, AND FROM THEM!" Narico pulled out more love from Chrysalis! As soon as he'd reclaimed what was his and returned what Chrysalis had stolen, Narico's eyes closed as he curled up into a ball! The green magical aura condensing into a new form around his body. Only for the forming construct to receive a blast from Chrysalis! An explosion obscuring the outcome!
Fang's entire body began to tremble. "Narico. . . " He staggered towards Chrysalis. Not even noticing the cocoon that had formed around Narico's body before the blast hit. "You. . . HURT Narico. . ." Fang growled. A blood red aura leaked out from Fang's entire being. His nails became like claws, and his features became more wolf-like! His eyes had become pure white voids! "I'LL KILL YOOOU!" 
In this savage form, Fang leaped towards Chrysalis with every intent of mauling her! He managed to land on Chrysalis, and made to bite her neck! However, the changeling queen blasted Fang in the face with magic, and sent him flying with another massive blast! Fang's body skidded to a halt near his friends! The sheer force of the blast reverting him to his normal form! The Element of Determination was still alive, but he was far from being in fighting shape.
"Hmph. Great bark. Pitiful bite." Chrysalis said with a sneer as she watched some of the Elements of Heroism help their wounded comrade to safety. She then watched some of her changelings attacking the city. Terrorizing the citizens, and engaging the royal guard. However, she frowned upon that a good majority of her changelings were hovering in the sky. Unsure of what to do. "Well? What are you waiting for!?" She snapped. However, the sound of wings flaring made her turn around!
Celestia was glaring at Chrysalis! Her wings flared out in a display of intimidation! "You were foolish to reveal yourself. Because now that you've been exposed, I can protect my subjects from you!" Celestia took to the air, and her magic flared to life! A brilliant beam of yellow magic shooting out from her hands! Chrysalis scowled, and responded with her own beam of sickly green magic! The two beams clashing! However, Celestia poured more magic into her own beam! Completely pushing back Chrysalis's own magic! The changeling queen tanking the full force of the sun princess's magic!
Chrysalis fell onto her back! Her entire body steaming from Celestia's solar magic! How?! HOW?! This isn't how it was supposed to happen! The love that I stole from Shining Armor should have given me more than enough power to overwhelm that wretched princess! Chrysalis felt around with her magic to search for the love she'd stolen, but it wasn't within her anymore! Impossible! When did-?!
And then it hit her. Chrysalis looked over to where Shining Armor and Cadence were huddled together. All the love she'd taken from them was now back in their possession. Narico's last words before being cocooned echoed in her mind. But Chrysalis didn't have the luxury of fully processing what had gone wrong as Celestia began walking towards her. "Alright. You win this round." Chrysalis growled as she slowly stood up. However, she slyly slipped out a concealed weapon from one of her gloves.
Unfortunately for Chrysalis, her underhanded plan of attack hadn't gone unnoticed. "I don't think so!" Burst cried out as he charged at Chrysalis from behind! Delivering a powerful kick to her head! Burst then grabbed Chrysalis with his magic, and threw her towards the window! As he charged at her, Burst shouted out one last order to his fellow Elements of Heroism! "Drop Fang off somewhere safe to recover, and take Narico with you! As soon as you're finished, get to the city and fight off the swarm! GO!"
Burst Stream charged at Chrysalis, and the two plummeted towards the ground! Chrysalis was about to beat her wings to fly away, but Burst wasn't going to give her the chance! "You're not getting out of my sights!" Burst whipped out both of his blasters, and rained down multiple shots on Chrysalis! The blasts of lightning stunning the queen of the changelings as she fell to the ground! Burst having a far softer landing as he used his magic to slow his descent!
Celestia turned to face the Main 6 after seeing Burst make it safely to the ground. "Burst Stream is fine. But the changeling swarm is the bigger issue at the moment. The Elements of Harmony! Go to Castalot Tower, and retrieve them! Go!  Quickly!"
Twilight nodded, and she and her friend  readied their weapons. "Understood Princess Celestia! But what about you? Where will you be going?"
Celestia flashed a small smile at Twilight. "I'm going to get dressed for occasion. You don't expect me to fight in a dress now, do you?"
Twilight smiled sheepishly, and ran off along with the rest of the Main 6. However, as they got to the city streets, they noticed the Elements of Heroism holding off a swarm of changelings! "We'd better help them out first! C'mon girls! It's time we see how far we've come!" Twilight fired a massive blast from her staff! Knocking away a good portion of the changelings ganging up on the guys! "Hope you don't mind if we get in on the fun!"
"You kidding?" Inferno said with a grin as he took down a few changelings with his blaster. "The more the merrier!" Both teams of elements were in a circle as the swarm in front of them buzzed and hissed. Inferno looked towards Rarity. "Ladies first?"
Rarity smiled. "Indeed darling. And how did you say that phrase again?" Rarity then raised her rapier. "Let's rock baby!" Rarity charged forth at the changelings buzzing in front of her! The force of her rapier being thrust forward sending a few of them flying! "How rude of you brutes! Runing a wedding like this!" With a wave of her steel fan, Rarity sent out a flurry of gem shards! Striking the foes upon her!
However, with Rarity's back vulnerable, a few changelings decided that now was a good time to pounce. Unfortuantely, Inferno was very protective of his lady and slashed them across their stomachs! Sparks raining from where he'd slashed! "May I have this dance?" He asked as he and Rarity were back to back. The only response was a smirk and nod from Rarity. "Now I'm really fired up!" Inferno let loose a charge shot from his blaster! Scorching the hides of a few drones that tried to bite at him!
"Buzz off!" Rainbow Dash spat as she hurled her boomerang at a squad of changelings that had taken to the air! The drones fired blasts of magic at Rainbow Dash, but she dodged effortlessly due to being an expert flyer! "Nice try! But you're not gonna ground me that easily!" Rainbow Dash shot towards the changelings faster than they could react, and rammed into each of them! Her boomerang hitting each drone and knocking them out as it returned to her! "I wish Steel was here! He could probably wipe the floor with all of them no sweat!"
"He's not here!" Ice shouted as he knocked away more changelings with his claymore! "Last I saw, he said he was going to get some backup for the guards and us!" Dark Ice grunted as he pushed away another changeling that lunged at him. "But what's taking him so long?!"
Arctic Ace bashed an oncoming changeling with his shield. "Worry about the problem hissing at us right now Ice!" Ace swung at more drones that had tried swarming him! "Most of the people are indoors right now! We lose this fight, and they're open game!"
"But what about the changelings?" Shadow asked as he fended off more drones. "A lot of them have stopped attacking and are just hovering? What if what happened to Narico's causing them to reconsider?"
"That's an awfully nice thought lads!" Magnet North said as he evaded a blast of magic from the changelings! He fired a blast from the blue barrel of his shot blaster, and a blue shot of energy came out! The blue blast then drew in nearby changelings and exploded! "But focus on the bugs swarming us right now! They're the ones trying to take a bite out of us!"
Applejack fended off the mouth of a changeling with one of her twin crossbows! "These varmints just won't quit!" Applejack managed to shake off the drone, and take it down with an energy bolt from her crossbows! More changelings began to converge on her, but North pumped his shot blaster! Firing a powerful red shot that sent the changelings reeling! Applejack looked to North, and smiled as she tipped her hat. "Thank ya kindly sugar cube."
"No problem lass." North said with a smile. "Hope you don't mind me watching your back." And with that, the shooter duo got busy fighting off the swarm in front of them! Meanwhile, Pinkie Pie was assaulting the changelings with her yo-yo. Rapidly smacking them in the face and knocking them out cold! Akage let loose a barrage of shuirkens at any airborne changelings while he used his sword to deal with the ones on the ground.
"Now THIS is an exciting wedding!" Pinkie Pie chirped as she let loose a blast from her party cannon! "Eat frosting ya bunch of grumpies!"
I'll never fully understand how she works. Akage thought to himself as he got closer to guard Pinkie. A small smile appearing on his features. I guess that's what I love about her.  The young ninja snuck a kiss on Pinkie's cheek before throwing himself back into the fray! Fluttershy was just hanging onto Tyrannus as he used his raptor claw gauntlets to make short work of any changelings. None managed to get close to them, but that was thanks to the shield her healer's staff was generating. Allowing Tyrannus to charge forth at the swarm and knock them away with blasts from his cannon!
It seemed like there was no end to the swarm. That is, until a barrage of summoned swords thinned out the enemy forces. "Yo!" Steel called from the sky! "Thought you guys could use some reinforcements!" At the mention of reinforcements, a squad of elite guards charged forward! Easily dispatching the swarm. "Alright boys!" Steel addressed his former comrades. "The standard guard are still having trouble with changelings in the rest of the city. Lend them a hand, and help clear out their sectors! The only priority above that is protecting any civilians caught in the crossfire! MOVE OUT!"
As the elite guard spread out to assist their fellow guards, Steel turned to face both sets of elements. "Let's get you ladies to the Elements of Harmony. We can't afford to waste any time! Me and the guys will escort you there! Let's go!" And with that, both sets of elements made a mad dash for Castalot Tower. "Inferno! Where's Burst at?"
"Burst's tangling with the changeling queen!" Inferno answered as he shot down a few drones! "But he's gotten a lot stronger than his final battle with Night Terror! Chrysalis has no idea what she's in for!"
Speaking of Chrysalis, she slowly rose from the small impact crater caused by her landing. Hey eyes were filled with rage as she glared at Burst Stream! "How did it all go so wrong! This day was supposed to be perfect! And now? Most of my minions are just hovering in the sky chattering!"
"You wanna know how it all fell apart for you?" Burst asked. "Easy. You're a terrible actress." The blunt remark made Chrysalis stagger! "That little song Twilight began when you first met her was a dead giveaway. Not to mention you were acting totally disinterested towards all the things most brides would be ecstatic over." Burst pointed at Chrysalis! "Plus, I purposefully got myself captured just so I could rescue the real Cadence! Face it! For all your scheming, you fell for the biggest trick of all!"
"SILENCE!" Chrysalis screamed as she let flew at Burst Stream! Burst was about to swing at her, and Chrysalis expected him to strike her with his sword! Only to fall for Burst's fake out as he punched her full force right in her face! "GAH!" Chrysalis sprawled onto the ground, and nursed where Burst had struck her. A devious thought crossed her mind. 
"How could you?" Chrysalis said as she feigned tears. "I'm a woman!"
Burst Stream blinked before frowning. "Oh you have GOT to be kidding me! Is that supposed to do something?" Burst crossed his arms, and glared at the stunned Chrysalis. "You invaded my home. Kidnapped the bride-to-be of the wedding. Brainwashed the groom. And let's not forget the fact you tried to harm my girlfriend!"
"You would do desperate things too if you had an entire people to think of!" Chrysalis pleaded in an attempt to play on Burst's sympathy. 
"Don't give me that crap!" Burst Stream spat as he fired his blaster at the ground near Chrysalis's feet! "You don't deserve any sympathy from me! You were willing to kill a child, one of your OWN PEOPLE to gain more power! I could see Narico writhing in pain when you tried to suck the love out of him! You don't care about your people! All you care about is how they can be used for your favor and the power they give you! They don't depend on you! It's the other way around!"
Burst tightened his grip on his blaster. "You make me sick Chrysalis. Nothing disgusts me more than people who use their power to control anyone weaker than then, or ones who abuse their power for their own gain!" Burst Stream drew his sword! "That alone gives me enough reason to beat the living tartarus out of you!"
"I'd love to see you try." Chrysalis hissed as she summoned her own weapon. A scimitar. "You'll find that I have quite the stinger on me!" Chrysalis launched herself forward and attempted to impale Burst on her blade! It looked like he was going to stay rooted in place, but Burst Stream back-flipped and fired a charged shot from his blaster right into her face! "Stop these fake-out tactics!"
Burst Stream smirked. "What's wrong Chryssie? I thought someone like you would appreciate faking out your opponent to get them lined up with your strikes. Or is it only fun when it's happening to other people and not you?" Burst channeled some of his magic into the blade of his sword, and fired out a beam that slashed Chrysalis across her chest! "My blasters aren't the only ranged attacks I have!" Burst sent out a couple more blade beams! Chrysalis managed to block them, but that left her open to a swift kick to the stomach!
"You may have solved your range problem. But a sword is meant for striking." Chrysalis said with a sneer as her wings buzzed. "And it means nothing if I'm beyond your reach!" Chrysalis dive-bombed Burst Stream! Firing a barrage of magic blasts, or trying to slash at him with her scimitar!
Burst used his magic to shield himself with the aegis spell! Blocking all of the blasts and fending off any strikes from Chrysalis's scimitar! "So you've got an aerial advantage." Burst noted as he saw Chrysalis hovering around him like she was about to make him feel the sting of her blade. Burst Stream focused magic into the blade of his sword, and a blue magical extension of his blade materialized! "Just means that I have to ground you fast by swatting you!" 
Chrysalis's eyes widened in shock as the magical blade extension struck her with great force! Burst managing to damage one of her wings! As soon as the changeling queen was back on the ground, Burst wasted no time in charging her! The two combatants locking blades! Sparks raining out from where their swords clashed! However, Burst used this chance to quick draw one of his blasters and fired a charged shot right in Chrysalis's face! "I'm gonna make you regret ever crawling out of your hive!"
As Burst's fight with Chrysalis went on, the Main 6 and the other Elements of Heroism had made it to Castalot tower. However, they were met with three figures opposing them. Blade, Stinger, and Needle were standing in their way. "Looks like we finally get a rematch." Inferno growled as he readied his weapons. 
"Honestly? I don't care about fighting you guys on Chrysalis's orders." Blade snorted. "I just want to fight you because one of you scarred me!"
Tyrannus narrowed his eyes. "What pathetic reasoning. It's too bad for you that Burst's busy entertaining your queen at the moment. So you're just going to have us to keep you company."
Blade growled at hearing this, but was webbed up before he could even charge at the heroes! Silk Snare had tangled him up with her webbing. "We'll handle our old friends." The spider mutant changeling said to the Main 6. "You six just worry about getting what you need from in there!" Silk tossed Blade to the side!
"You dare to betray the royalty!?!" Needle buzzed angrily! Him being a wasp mutant had instilled a sense of loyalty to Chrysalis as she was the changeling queen. "You will suffer for-GAH!" Needle was knocked out of the air by an energy blast from Carapace's horn.
"I always did find his constant buzzing annoying." Carapace said with a small nod. However, the beetle mutant changeling was struck in the chest by a powerful strike from Stinger's tail! The scorpion mutant changeling snapping his claws fiercely with a wicked smile as he'd badly cracked Carapace's exo-skeleton! Below it was nothing more than standard chitin, and could be punctured far more easily!
But before the scorpion could let loose with his deadly tail once more, he found that he couldn't! His tail's shadow had a kunai stuck in it, and it seemed to immobilize him! "None will be feeling your sting today." Akage quipped.
Stinger just frowned. "Who says I need my tail to thrash Carapace!" Stinger reached around his back, and cut off his own tail with one of his claws! He then leaped at the recovering Carapace, and proceeded to hammer away at the beetle changeling's enforced hide! Severely damaging it in the process! "Not so tough now are you?! Huh?! HUH?!"
"That's enough!" Constrictor cried out as he coiled around Stinger! The centipede mutant changeling strangling his fellow mutant long enough to make him fall unconscious! "He always was out of control."
However, the defecting mutant changelings couldn't rest easy. Blade had broken free of Silk's webbing! The mantis changeling dashing past his former comrades and retrieving his wounded ones. "You made it clear where you stand. Mark my words that it will be where you fall." Blade did great harm to himself in order to activate his emergency teleport spell! The wasp, praying mantis, and scorpion changelings vanishing in green fire!
Inferno approached Silk Snare. "So. . . what are you all gonna do now? You're pretty much traitors to your own people. And I'm pretty sure your queen isn't the forgiving type when it comes to things like this."
"I'm not too sure about that." Silk said as she gazed at the large cloud of changelings hovering in the sky over Castalot. All of which were ones that had refused to attack upon seeing what Chrysalis had done to Narico. "I don't think our hive is going to let what Chrysalis has done today slide."
Steel Edge was being informed by one of his former elite guard subordinates, and nodded as he heard the situation report. It was when the Main 6 emerged from the tower that he gave the good news. "It looks like all hostiles have been pushed back. Any changeling we took down left via emergency teleport spell. They won't be causing us any trouble at all. And from the looks of it, the rest of their friends that are buzzing around above us aren't showing any signs of activity. So let's pay the royal pain in the neck responsible for this mess a visit!"
Speaking of said royal pain, Chrysalis couldn't believe how poorly the fight was going for her! Burst had managed to land several hits on her and she'd barely even made a dent in him! He saw her fake outs and easily countered them by shooting at her! Causing her to block with her own weapon or magic and disrupt her flow! Not to mention that his blasters shot out blasts of white lightning! Since Chrysalis was from an insectoid race, it meant she was highly susceptible to elemental attacks. Lightning being one of the deadliest! All of this wasn't even counting the fact that Burst had an incredibly large amount of magic left in him! 
Perhaps it's time for another form of deception. Chrysalis thought to herself with a smirk as she powered up her magic, and a whole ring of duplicates surrounded Burst Stream! The queen and her clones circling around Burst like timberwolves. "Care to play a guessing game?" Chrysalis's mocking voice rang out from all the duplicates. "Which one of us is the true queen? Is it me? Or is it me? Where am I going to come from? How will I attack?"
Burst Stream just channeled his magic into the blade of his sword, and smiled when he saw the spiral of magic around his blade. "I don't need to guess. Especially. . ." Burst unleashed the spin attack with all his might! "When I can take you all down at the same time!" All of the duplicates vanished in green flame while the real Chrysalis howled in pain as she was sent reeling to the ground! Dropping her scimitar in the process! 
"I'm not done with you yet!" Burst charged at Chrysalis as she stood up! Lightning dancing along his blade! " This is for Cadence and Shining Armor!" Burst screamed as he slashed at Chrysalis! The lightning along his blade slashing through the skin of the changeling queen! "For Twilight! Narico! And Fang!" Each swing progressively packed more power and fury! I've been waiting to unveil this move all season! "And this. . . " Burst crouched as lightning and energy crackled along the blade of his sword! "IS FOR CELESTIA!" Burst Stream leaped into the air, and unleashed the magic he'd been building up! The magic condensed into the shape of a white dragon with blue eyes right as Burst brought his sword down! "DRAGON STRIKE!"
Chrysalis's eyes went wide with horror as the energy projection of a dragon struck her with destructive force! Right before biting down on her and unleashing an explosion of lightning! How?! How does he have so much power?! Chrysalis mentally screamed as she struggled to crawl out of the crater caused by the dragon strike's impact! Wait. Power. . . yes. Yes! One last angle to exploit! An offer most would be fools to pass up!
Chrysalis's skin was covered in scorch marks and her dress was in tatters. Smoke trailing from where the dragon projection had bit down. "It seems you are quite strong indeed." Chrysalis said while faking a sincere smile. "Your dedication to your precious princess is quite admirable. But your power is wasted on one such as her." Chrysalis extended her hand, and put on the most seductive smile she could. "Why not put yourself to better use? A queen is certainly an upgrade from princess. And," She then gave Burst the bedroom eyes. "I'll certainly make serving me worth your while."
". . . You're kidding. You're kidding right? This old cliché?" Burst Stream asked with a smirk. "I love Celestia with all my heart. And besides, you're a downgrade. You may be a queen, but you're a terrible leader. Not to mention that Celestia's a literal goddess! Plus, I see what you're trying to do."
Burst gestured to Chrysalis's revealing choice of wardrobe. "Tight dress. Gloves littered with holes showing just enough skin. And all that green eye shadow? That's just screaming that you're working the seduction angle. Nightmare Moon was way more alluring than you could ever hope to be." Burst Stream noticed Chrysalis start to scowl. "What's the matter? Don't like being compared to your predecessors?"
Chrysalis hissed and launched herself at Burst Stream! Her attack was so sudden that Burst barely had time to react! Chrysalis used this to her advantage and bit Burst on the arm! Injecting him with paralysis poison! She then followed up by unleashing a massive blast of magic point blank at Burst's chest! Sending him flying! Though she had been thoroughly beat up, Chrysalis refused to be beaten by someone she deemed beneath her! 
"You! RUINED! EVERYTHING!" Chrysalis screamed as she let loose blast after blast! Noticing Burst was starting to slow down in movement, she levitated her scimitar back to her hands and swung at him with all her fury! "THIS DAY WAS GOING TO BE PERFECT! I WAS GOING TO RULE THIS ENTIRE KINGDOM! BUT THEN YOU AND THAT GIRL DISCOVERED MY PLANS! YOU USED MY OWN DECEPTIONS AGAINST ME! ME! THE QUEEN OF THE CHANGELINGS! IMPOSSIBLE! THE ACTIONS OF TWO LOWLY HUMANS COMPLETELY WRECKING MY PERFECT PLAN!"
Burst Stream was starting to feel his body lock up, and plunged his sword into the ground as he brought up a basic shield spell! He soon fell to his knees as each of Chrysalis's furious swings chipped away! I can't use the aegis shield spell! It would take too much out of me! And that bite from earlier must have packed something because I'm starting to become less mobile! Burst winced as his shield began to crack! "Nice try. But all this is really YOUR fault to begin with! You could've tried to negotiate with us! To establish peace! But I guess your own greed for power is matched by that emptiness in your heart!"
Chrysalis scowled as she shattered Burst's shield! "Maybe this day will be perfect after all." She said as she raised her sword. Positioning it to strike down at Burst Stream! 
However, Burst Stream noticed something Chrysalis didn't. And that sight made him smile. "It sure will be." 
Right as Chrysalis was about to bring her sword down on Burst's head, an armored fist slammed into her face! Knocking her away from Burst Stream! Celestia flapped her wings as she landed. "Sorry I'm late." She said with a warm smile as she spared a glance at Burst. "I just wanted to switch into my fight outfit."
Celestia redirected her attention to Chrysalis when she heard the changeling queen hissed. The princess of the sun hit her fists together as she uttered two words. "Solar Flare." Celestia's ethereal hair ignited! Turning into a storm of bright yellow as her eyes turned white! With blinding speed, the solar princess charged at Chrysalis and assaulted her with a flurry of punches empowered by her magic! The changeling queen unable to defend against the onslaught of blows until Celestia used a one-inch punch to send Chrysalis flying! "You're a moth to a flame Chrysalis." Celestia then summoned her flaming broadsword, and raised it at Chrysalis. "Let me show you just how bright I burn!"
"RRRRAAAAUUUUGGGHHH!" Chrysalis roared as she charged at Celestia with her scimitar! But as she swung, Celestia broke the blade with her own! The blade melting as soon as Celestia's broadsword came into contact with it! "NO! NO! I WAS SUPPOSED TO WIN! YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO BE IN A COCOON WATCHING YOUR PRECIOUS CITY FALL!"
"I will stand for all eternity Chrysalis." Celestia said serenely. "And as long as I stand, YOUR EVIL IS DESTINED TO FALL!" Celestia unleashed a series of critical blows! Each slash further scorching Chrysalis! When her combo ended, Celestia looked down at Chrysalis. "Even if you still had Shining Armor's love empowering you, you would have only won our fight back at the altar because of one reason." Celestia flared her wings out, and hardened her gaze. "I was holding back. And I'm still restraining myself."
Chrysalis backed away in fear, and summoned the remaining changelings to her in a panic! Both Burst and Celestia were startled to see the whole swarm in front of them! Chrysalis grinned wickedly. "END THEM!" But when she gave her command, none of the changelings obeyed. "Are you all deaf?! OBEY ME! ATTACK THEM! NOW!" One by one, the changelings backed away. Except for one.
"No." Thorax said. "What you did back there? We all saw it. The hive saw it. All our life you said we'd be seen as monsters. But what you did to that child? You're the only monster here." Thorax then looked to his fellow defecting changelings. "Would any of you follow this parasite? I won't! I'll follow a TRUE leader!"
Chrysalis was about to lunge at Thorax when a familiar voice called out! "CHRYSALIS!" Cadecne cried out! Chrysalis turned to face the princess of love, and found that Shining Armor was by her side. The two holding a bow themed after Cadence, and a large arrow made of their love and magic aimed right at the changeling queen.
"LOVE HURTS WHEN IT'S REAL!" The couple shouted as the let the arrow loose! The force of their love banishing Chrysalis back to the Badlands!
Celestia breathed a sigh of relief, and walked over to Burst Stream. "Let's remove that nasty stuff from you, shall we?" Celestia focused her magic on Burst's bite wound, and removed the poison from his blood. As well as patching up his injury. "Nice to see you're in better shape than your first final battle."
"Next time I'll come out without a scratch." Burst said with a small laugh. "So. Mind if I sing a song at the reception?"
Celestia giggled. "I would be delighted to hear you perform. So what song did you have in mind?"
About an hour later, after the real Cadence and Shining Armor were wed, Burst Stream approached the stage. Inferno was on guitar while a few other musicians manned the other instruments for their performance. Burst focused on Celestia's face in the crowd, and smiled before belting out the lyrics. "Shot through the heart! And you're to blame! Darling you give love, a bad name!"

	
		Epilogue



As the party was winding down, Fang had finally recovered after his reckless charge at Chrysalis. Launching yourself forward in a feral beast mode wasn't exactly the smartest idea the Element of Determination could've come up with at the time. "Hey guys. What'd I miss?"
"I made sure to hit Chrysalis extra hard." Burst said with a nod. "Any of her people sill loyal to her either left, or they were sent back due to their emergency teleport spells. I doubt we'll be hearing from her anytime soon."
Fang nodded. He then noticed Shining Armor hitting his head to the ground in front of Twilight. "So. I guess that punch from you really knocked some sense into him. How long's he been at his apology?"
"Eh. I'd say about five minutes." Burst said with a shrug. "Probably the longest five minutes of his life given how much a jerk he was. I'd tell him to stop, but he deserves it. One other odd bit is that most of the changelings defected from Chrysalis. So I don't think Narico will need to worry about being alone."
Fang's ears perked at the mention of his adopted little brother. "That's if whatever's going on with him doesn't end his life." Fang noted. "The doctors have no idea why Narico's in a cocoon. Only that from what we know the huge flow of emotions and magic caused it. And who knows when it'll open up? Or for that matter, what kind of transformation Narico's undergoing?" As if to answer Fang's question his phone began ringing. "Hello? Yes this is Night Fang. What?! I'm on my way!" Fang looked back to Burst. "Looks like I'll get an answer to my question a lot sooner than I thought!"
Fang raced over to where Narico's cocoon was being held. Like the doctor had said over the phone, the cocoon was starting to break open! Fang had arrived just in time as the cocoon burst open in a flash of bright green light! Everyone else had also gathered to see the status of the nymph. 
However, Narico was a nymph no longer. He now stood almost as tall as Fang, and his physical body had aged to appear as about Fang's age albeit a couple years younger. His teal hair had grown out a bit, and his horn looked like that of a beetle as opposed to the gnarled horn of Chrysalis. But the most surprising feature were his wings. Instead of the tattered fly-like wings of most changelings, Narico's wings were like that of a dragon fly. His chitin color had also gained a light green sheen to it. Then he opened his eyes. Narico now had light green eyes instead of the standard blue voids that were common among changeling drones.
"Ngh. . . " The newly grown changeling king groaned as he started to remember the prior events. "Fang? What happened? Why does everything look so much smaller than it did before?"
Fang had Narico lean on his shoulder. "Easy little bro. You've done a lot of growing up in a real short time." A small smile crept across Fang's face. "But with your current size, I can't really call you little."
"This is why Chrysalis wanted to get a hold of him so badly." Silk Snare informed. "It's the same reason she turned me and my friends into mutants. Narico had the potential to become a royal changeling. A potential that he's now fulfilled." Both the mutant changelings and the regular bowed. "Long live King Narico."
Narico's eyes went wide with shock. In front of him were his people. He couldn't help but gulp at the sheer size of the crowd before him. "I guess. . . you'll all be needing a new place to call home."
"I believe I can help accommodate you." Celestia answered. "The royal castle has more than enough room to occupy during your stay. We will discuss the matter of integration soon. But for now? I think we could all use some rest." Everyone nodded at this, and decided to turn in for the night. But before Burst Stream could leave, Celestia grabbed onto Burst's hand. "Burst. Before you go, there's something I'd like you to know."
Burst Stream tilted his head in curiosity. "What's that Celestia? If it's about my outburst earlier today, I really am sorry I lost my cool like that."
"Oh! No, nothing like that!" Celestia said with a  slight blush. "It's just that. . . there's a proposition I want to speak with you about. You don't have to hear it now, and you don't have to say yes to it. But, I just want you to know that it's coming very soon."
Burst smiled. "I'll be sure to keep an open mind about it." And with that, Burst Stream went off to his room. However, Celestia was met with another figure as she made the journey to her own room.
"Oh. Lord Shining Dawn." Celestia greeted the noble. "I didn't expect you to pay a visit. Especially since the party's over."
Shining Dawn nodded. "I'm afraid it's business that I wish to address with you princess. As you're aware, today's attack has shown that more capable defenders are necessary. Your standard guards will no longer cut it. Which is why I propose you find a personal guardian." A charming smile crept onto his face. "A role that I shall gladly assume if you would have me."
"I'm afraid I must decline your offer." Celestia said politely. "I have been contemplating the issue you brought up, and have the ideal candidate in mind. In fact, I was just discussing the offer with him earlier."
Shining Dawn frowned at hearing this. He knew full well who Celestia was talking about. "I see. My apologies for wasting your time." Shining Dawn left, and his frown soon turned into a scowl. He then caught sight of a lone figure waiting for him. "I'm surprised that you didn't take the invasion as a chance to become the hero of the city."
"That's too small a title for a true hero." The lone figure scoffed. "I see you got sun burned back there." A sneer clearly present in the figure's voice. He then glanced at the moon being raised. "But you aim for the sun. I'll be shooting for the moon."
Shining Dawn scoffed. "And yet you would still have to contend with Burst Stream. Or have you forgotten that he's the one who's actually accomplished a few heroic deeds?" The noble said with a smirk. Only to have his remark answered by a katana pointed to his throat.
"Don't you dare validate that anomaly's actions." The figure hissed. "He isn't a true hero. I AM. I have more of our father in me than either you or he could ever hope to!"
Shining Dawn glared. "Well then, 'brother', I'll leave disposing of Burst Stream to you. It's fitting since both of you are beneath me." And with that, the mysterious figure teleported away. Leaving Shining Dawn to journey back to his home. It appears I'll have to stage a reunion with father after all. A smirk then crossed Shining Dawn's face. I wonder how you'll feel knowing you're no longer so special Burst Stream.

	