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Years have passed. Princess Twilight and her friends remain very best friends, but eventually they went to live their own lives, as Equestria relishes in it's longest period of peace for some time now!
Haze Rune, a unicorn searching for his purpose, is thrust upon a remarkable journey.
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		Chapter One



My Little Pony: Mystery of The Crystal Empire





Prologue.


I lie there. Nay. Not exactly. I...I am floating? Aye. Indeed. I am floating. But here, it feels no different from lying down. Light. A window. A window that occasionally gives me a glimpse. A glimpse from outside. Happiness and love keeps me “alive.” Soothing words reach my ears. I'm not alone here?! Nay, a false hope. As always. But! the soothing words coming from said voice keeps me sane. Screams of terror from outside?! Dark and terrible thoughts cloud my heart! Thankfully that was short lived.
So many years. Countless years being here. I no longer get to hear that soothing voice. As I did before. I try to remember what it sounds like. But, it's been so long...The happiness and love I receive from outside is the only thing keeping me from going insane. No! The dark and terrible thoughts are creeping up again. And they are getting stronger each and everyday! My body trembles from the utter cold. My ears lower, and I emit a pathetic whimper.
My ears perk up from the sound of singing! Singing? The singing sounded hopeful. It was beautiful, yet faint. Unfortunately. I was hoping to catch every word of said song. The song was giving me hope. And along with said hope, was the happiness and love again! I recall six voices were singing. I remember those six voices. I knew deep down, that I would never forget their voices. Those six mares.
The sound of a baby crying woke me. How long has it been? Since the singing. I always seem to lose track of time. The walls around me! They were cracking! The sound from outside has gotten louder! The walls around me were crumbling! A bright light...I was freed from my “home”...After all these years.

Chapter One.

A white furred unicorn is walking among the Canterlot Gardens. His orange and yellow mane blowing lightly in a small breeze. The stallion inhales the night air. He preferred the night air, more so than the morning air He couldn't quite put his hoof on it as to why exactly. He looked up at the moon and closed his eyes. Smiling wide. As soon as the smile appeared, it just as quickly vanished. This very stallion didn't mind living in Canterlot. But, he preferred a much simpler place to live. It's been on his mind lately. His thoughts were cut short by a familiar voice.

“Good evening, fair Haze. How's your night?” asked Princess Luna as she flew elegantly down near him. She decided to visit her friend before starting her nightly duties as Princess of the night.
Haze Rune smiled up at his friend.
“Greetings, Luna. It's great to see you. I'm doing alright.” He replied.
Luna tilted her head. She could see that something wasn't exactly well. Haze took notice that she noticed his less than truthful answer.
He lowered his ears.
“I'm sorry, Luna. It's just. I've been thinking of moving. I am eternally grateful that your sister let me have one of the spare chambers in your guy's castle. Very kind of her. I am just afraid of bringing it up to her, is all.” Haze rambled on, getting nervous of potentially seeming ungrateful.
Luna raised her hoof, and chuckled cutely.
“My dear friend. No worries. I am pretty sure that my sister will understand. Because, I understand.” Luna replied softly.
Haze calmed down, and blushed lightly from his very small panic attack.
“I've been thinking about moving to Ponyville. Also, I'd like to get visits from you, whenever you've time.”

Princess Luna nodded at her friend, and told him that she should head on out and begin her job as Princess. Haze waved goodbye and looked in her direction until he couldn't see her anymore. After a few seconds he turned to look at his flank, which didn't bear a Cutie Mark. Haze's move to Ponyville was just one of the few starts of his soon to be miraculous and life-altering journey!
One day later. 
The white furred Unicorn steps in Ponyville, and looks around. It was a cute, pleasant place. He smelled the air, and smiled wide. It smelt better than the Canterlot Gardens. Well, in his opinion. He saw many ponies doing their own thing. He saw the building that used to be Rarity's home.
Haze noticed that a few ponies took notice of him, and they greeted him. Suddenly a pink pony took notice of him, and she tilted her head. He smiled and approached her.
"Hello, I'm Haze."
She gasped obnoxiously, and nearly jumped a feet off the ground, and vanished as soon as he saw her. His eyes widened due to her action, and shook his head, and he thought to him self.
"That must of been Pinkie Pie."
Haze heard enough about her, to know how she acted, but was wondering if he would see her again. He then noticed that the grass around Ponyville was more real and vibrant, than in any place he's been too. He could smell pies being made, and he closed his eyes. Oh! the dreams he had of Ponyville, was nothing compared to the real thing.
Haze decided to focus on his task, and stopped in his tracks, and opened the pack on his back, to get the letter given to him by Celestia. It said that he was given a home to live in, and plenty of space for him as well.
He was given a two story house. It was small, but enough for just one little pony. The fence surrounding the house was clearly freshly pained white. He was certainly going to write a thank you letter to Princess Celestia later on.
It was modeled like most of the houses in Ponyville. But, Haze was content with that. He walked toward the fence, and his horn ignited softly with magic. Opening the gate with said magic, and closing it soon after. He opened the front door. Looking around, he noticed a shelf in the living room with a few books. Haze noticed the stairs leading up to the second floor. He slowly walked up the stairs, and realized that many furniture, among other things were already provided for him. 
Haze lowered his ears and frowned. He wanted to pay Celestia back for all this. He was going to try and find a job soon, for he can earn his own keep. Earning bits by working was something this little pony was looking forward much so! A knock on the door from downstairs made his jump lightly. He teleported downstairs, and answered the door. 
Standing right out side was Pinkie Pie, and she shot off her party cannon, and confetti blew in his new home, even some confetti got stuck in his mane.
"Hello! I wanted to welcome you to Ponyville. Oh, we should hang out, and have parties, and it's nice to meet you Haze. I'm your new friend: Pinkie Pie." Said the pink pony as she invited her self in, and place her hoof around his neck, a very wide smile upon her maw.
Haze chuckled nervously, he wasn't used to this, but found Pinkie's presence to be very welcoming, and he smiled, due to said feeling. Pinkie Pie hopped around him, humming.
"Uh, well, I was about to head over to Sweet Apple Acres, you may come along if you wish. I wish to meet Applejack. I am going to see if she needs a helping hoof around the farm. 

Pinkie Pie nodded, and the two of them started off to Sweet Apple Acres.

			Author's Notes: 
This story was created before the season 4 premiere. So, continuity will be thrown out the window. Unfortunately. That being said, I do hope you enjoy this story.


	
		Chapter Two



As soon as Pinkie and Haze made it there, they could hear singing. When they got closer to the house, Pinkie and Haze could see a new barn being made. And there was Applejack, Applebloom, and Big Mac was helping build said barn, along with more members of the Apple Family. Even Babs Seed was there! Haze realized it was an Apple Family Reunion. Only Granny Smith wasn't around anymore.
AppleJack was the main one singing!
"Raise this barn, raise this barn. One, two, three, four. Together we can raise this barn, one, two, three, four. Up, up, up, go the beams."
Haze saw Pinkie run to them, and help with raising the barn, even joining along in said singing. He noticed he was bobbing his head in rhythm, to their singing, it was gleefully catchy.
"Come on, Apple Family! Let's get to it!" Sang Applejack.
"Raise this barn, raise this barn, together we can raise this barn. One, two, three, four. Finish the frame, recycling wood, working hard, you're doing good." Applejack concluded, and Applebloom joined in.
"Look at us, we're family. Stick together the pony way! This barn'll be the best in town!" Applebloom sang.
Then as they soon finished building the new barn, all of the Apple Family sang in union: "Being together counts the most, we all came from coast to coast."
As soon as the singing ended, the Apple family members parted doing their own thing, and Pinkie insisted that Haze come over to meet Applejack. He trotted over to the two mares, and was nervous to meet her.
"Greetings, I'm Haze, I didn't mean to come here during a family reunion." Haze said to Applejack.
"Oh, don't worry your furry little head, Sugarcube." Applejack replied. Applejack quickly noticed that this stallion didn't have his Cutie Mark yet. She was almost bewildered, mainly due to him being older, and not having his Cutie Mark.
"Applejack, I was wondering if you needed an extra hoof around the farm? I really want a job, and I am willing to learn whatever it takes to help around here. I can even buck apples from the trees if you needed me too. Or I can do something totally different. It's up to you of course." Haze asked softly.
The farmer mare pondered for a few seconds and nodded. "Sure, Haze. You most certainly can." 
Before he could respond, with no warning, the ground began to shake, and pitch black pillars of rock erupted from the Earth, and screams of panic and fear rang out. Evil laughter rang out through Ponyville.
Applejack, Applebloom, Pinkie Pie, and Big Mac stood their guard, looking at the entrance of Sweet Apple Acres. There was King Sombra! Haze felt a sudden fear, as if he personally knew King Sombra, and he stood in line with Applejack and the others. With out him noticing, his body became shiny, and almost transparent, his Mane was then magically redone in a more royal mane cut. He glared at the dark stallion, and was ready to defend anypony and everypony the best he could!
King Sombra laughs darkly, and his laugh sends shivers down everypony who can hear it. Haze's ears lowered, since he didn't really any know strong magic spells, and could do nothing to protect the residents of Ponyville. But he jumped between them and King Sombra, he would rather have himself get harmed, then the others. And doing this made him feel important, and like this was what he was meant to do!
On his flank finally appeared his Cutie Mark appeared! It was a shield, with a dragon design. Haze stood his ground, not caring what his fate may be. Suddenly King Sombra vanished, and all the stones he summoned, were not actually there.
Everypony looked around, and were confused, also shaken by what they saw.
"What in tarnation, do you have any idea, on what is going on?" Asked Applejack.
"Nope." Replied Big Mac.
Applebloom admired the heroic action of the unicorn and trotted over to him. "That was very brave!" She said, batting her eyelids at him in a flirtatious manner. 
Haze looked around, and tilted his head, giving Applebloom a small smile in response to her flirting, but he finally noticed he was a Crystal Pony, but his Crystal form vanished, and he looked just like he did before. He also noticed, he finally got his Cutie Mark, but that was the last thing on his mind, for a mare could be seen up on a near by hill. It was Trixie! But she was unconscious, and she had the Alicorn Amulet.
"Trixie?!" Applejack exclaimed. 
Haze Rune and the others ran to Trixie. Applejack, Applebloom and Big Mac, were weary of her presence, and felt uneasy that she had the Alicorn Amulet. Of how she got her hooves on it, was a mystery. Trixie shifted lightly, and opened her eyes, and groaned softly.
"What the..." She began, but was cut off by Applejack.
"What are you doing here Trixie? I thought you were staying with Starlight at her old village?" Asked Applebloom. 
Trixie looked confused and turned her attention to her neck, seeing the amulet around her neck. "I don't understand, I didn't take the Amulet. I swear." Said Trixie, fear that the others wouldn't believe the truth. She got on all hooves, and shook her head. 
"I was with Starlight, but...I honestly don't know how I ended up here." Trixie realized. More concerned about Starlight then herself at this very moment. 
"Well, I think I know what needs to be done." Said Applejack.
Big Mac, Haze Rune, Applebloom, Trixie and Pinkie Pie looked to her.
"I think we need to get The Mane 6 back together and figure out what is going on."
Pinkie's eyes widened, and she smiled wide. "Yea! Reunion Party!" Out of nowhere, Pinkie grabbed her party cannon, and shot it off. Confetti and Balloons were shot out of said cannon. Applebloom giggled, and Haze smiled softly. Pinkie was certainly a fun pony to be around!

	
		Chapter Three



Applejack suggested that Big Mac and Applebloom stay back in Sweet Apple Acres. Applebloom wanted to join them in their journey, but Applejack and Big Mac refused, for she had duties at Sweet Apple Acres. And so, Trixie decided to go with them, because she truthfully wanted to help figure out this big mystery, with how she got the Alicorn Amulet, and why Haze doesn't remember being a Crystal Pony. Also, they worried about Starlight Glimmer. Applejack told them all, that they should visit Fluttershy first, and so they began their trek to her cottage near the Everfree Forest.
Haze Rune continued to admire Ponyville as they walked. He was awfully quiet, but had a lot on his mind. Trixie followed right behind them, and flashed an ominous smirk.
"Haze Rune, are you alright, sugarcube? You're awfully quiet." Asked Applejack.
Haze turned his attention to the mare. "Yes, I'm fine. I just have a lot on my mind, and well. I don't understand why you and Pinkie Pie are so eager to help me."
Pinkie Pie turned her attention to him. "Well, we are helping you, because we're your friend, Hazy Wazy." Said Pinkie Pie.
Haze Rune couldn't believe his furry ears. These two ponies, were his friends, they considered him such, with just meeting him? He couldn't help but smile, from the thought. The group finally made it to the cottage, and Applejack knocked on the door. Inside they could hear Fluttershy humming, she must be cleaning inside. And besides, one of her windows was open.
"Um. I'm coming, hold on, please don't leave." Fluttershy said softly as arrived to the door. She opened the door, and smiled softly at Applejack, Pinkie Pie, and Trixie. She noticed the Amulet on Trixie's neck, but Applejack said it was alright, and will explain later. Fluttershy then saw a stallion she never saw before, and hid behind Applejack, whimpering lightly.
Haze Rune tilted his head.
"I'm not going to hurt you, My name is Haze Rune."
Fluttershy peeked from behind Applejack, and whispered: "I'm Fluttershy."
She then hid behind the Earth Pony again. Applejack smiled softly, and chuckled.
"Fluttershy, Haze won't hurt you, I promise. He's a nice little pony." Said Applejack.
The light yellow Pegasus nodded once, and came out from behind Applejack, and smiled softly at the silvery-white Unicorn.
"Fluttershy, could you fly to Cloudsdale and have Rainbow Dash, join us, in our journey. We have another mission."
"Oh, well, I hope this mission isn't dangerous." Said Fluttershy as she flew into the sky.
Rainbow Dash has become a famous member of the Wonderbolts, through out the years. At least 10 minutes later, Fluttershy returned, and along came Rainbow Dash in her Wonderbolt uniform.
"This group has just gotten 20% Cooler." Said Rainbow Dash, standing on her hind legs, then, she placed her front hooves on the ground, placing her goggles around her neck.
Meanwhile in Canterlot, Rarity is working on an important clothes line, in her shop: The Carousel Boutique. Not only was Nightmare Night approaching, but big parties in Canterlot were also being planned, for some time, in a few days. This was a busy time for Rarity.
She stopped for a few seconds, and closed her eyes, rubbing her temple, with her left hoof. She then continued to work on the dresses and tuxedos, even a few costumes. Rarity was busy indeed. A few minutes later, there was a knock on her door. Rarity rolled her eyes in annoyance, because she did put the "Sorry, closed, come back when we're open" Sign on the door.
"Sorry, dear ones. Rarity is busy."
From outside, came Applejack's voice.
"Rarity, please. This is important." Responded Applejack.
Rarity perked her ears, she hasn't seen Applejack in a few years.
"Come in, darling." Said Rarity.
Applejack, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy, Rainbow Dash, Trixie and Haze Rune entered. Applejack explained the situation to Rarity. During the explanation, Rarity continued her work, but still listening.
"I'm Sorry Applejack, we're not little ponies anymore. We're adults now." Said Rarity, not even looking at the group, since they entered the store. "I think it's time we grow up, and not go on silly little adventures."
Haze Rune was taken aback, as was the rest of the group. Applejack's and Pinkie Pie's ears lowered. They couldn't believe what Rarity was saying.
"But Rarity..." began Pinkie, but was cut off.
"No Buts, Pinkamena. Now please, if you would all excuse me, I'm busy." Concluded Rarity.
Applejack and the others turned and left. They were upset. Rarity has gotten to involved with her work, and choosing work, over her friends. Sure, work is important, but something way bigger than any of them was clearly happening. Outside of Rarity's shop, Applejack turned to the group, and she sighs sadly.
"Alright. I guess Rarity isn't coming, and is acting like she did to Sweetie Bell, during that Sisterhooves Social, years ago." Applejack said loudly, for even Rarity could hear.
The Earth pony closed her eyes, and relaxed, and soon opened her eyes. "Well, there is one pony we must recruit. Princess Twilight Sparkle." Applejack concluded. 

With Princess Celestia's permission, Applejack, Haze Rune, Trixie, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie were allowed to stay in separate chambers of the Canterlot Castle. Before they went to bed, since it was the Evening already. Celestia invited them both to the Throne room. Celestia was near the steps, that led to her Throne. Luna was standing next her. Luna smiled at seeing Haze Rune.
Haze Rune thought that Princess Celestia looked beautiful, and majestic, along with Luna of course. Haze Rune has never been in the throne room before. He thought the setting sun made the glass tinted windows, even more vibrant, and almost alive.
There was even a stained glass of the Mane 6, when they were younger. They were engaged in a battle with Nightmare Moon. On the right side, there was a stained glass with Princess Cadence and Shining Armor fighting Queen Chrysalis. Haze unintentionally turned his attention to Trixie. She was glaring at the same stained window, he just recently looked at. She then took notice of him looking at her, and she quickly stopped the glare. And he looked to her with confusion, and felt like maybe he should keep an eye on her, just in case. Better ask forgiveness, than permission.
Meanwhile, Applejack explained the situation to Princess Celestia, and the Princess nodded.
"Alright, my little ponies. My knowledge of the Crystal Empire is limited. In reality, you know as much as I. I think you all should go to the Crystal Empire, and search through the library, and try and find any information you can. I will send a letter to Princess Twilight Sparkle. I will have her join you all there, once she can. As of right now, she is settling a peace treaty." Said Princess Celestia.
Celestia said good night to the group, and each of them headed to their own chambers. Except for Haze. He wanted to stay up a little longer, and spend some time with Princess Luna. He smiled softly at his first ever friend.
"I'm glad to be back, well seeing my best friend of course." Said Haze.
Luna smiled warmly and nodded. "Aye, it's good to see you as well, young Haze."
The both of them walked out to the Canterlot Gardens. They frequently spent time there together. "So, are you looking forward to Nightmare Night, this year. It's of course, in a few days." Said Haze
.
Luna grinned evilly, but in a playful way, and said aloud: "Citizens of Ponyville, we have graced you with our presence. Bow down to us, our be prepared to have your backsides nibbled"
A pony from a nearby tower, yelled: Hush, now, Quiet Now, someponies are trying to sleep! Oh, My apologizes, Princess Luna." Said the pony, slinking in their tower, hoping not to get in trouble, but Luna let it go. For it was night time.
Silence soon followed, Haze looking up at the stars and enjoying the view. Enjoying the time he gets to spend time with Princess Luna. His ears perked when he felt Luna sit very close to him. He could feel warmth from her furry body. Haze blushed softly. She never got this close to him before. 
"I hate to send you away, but I've duties to look over Equestria, during the night time, and besides, you need to rest for tomorrow. Good night, Haze."
Luna lowered her neck, nuzzling his own neck. She then a few seconds later, flew away.
Haze walked to his chamber after Luna was out of his sight. But he wouldn't be getting much rest tonight. He made it to his chamber, and climbed into his large bed, and pulled the dark blue blanket over him, and was as comfortable as he has ever been.
In the middle of the night, Haze began to shift and stir. He was having a dream. But something was different. In the dream, his vision was a bit blurry. He was trapped, like in a block of ice, or something. He was in the Crystal Empire, but he was stuck, unable to move. But he could hear well enough from the outside. It sounded like singing. it was faint, but it gradually grew louder. But as he listened closely enough he could hear the words being sung.
"Princess Cadence needs our help. Her magic will not last forever. I think we can do it, but we need to work together. We have to get this right. Yes, we have to make them see. We can save the Crystal Ponies with their history." Sang one voice.
Then, the one voice grew louder as it was joined by five other voices, and they all sang together: "Oh, we have to get this right. Yes, we have to make them see. We can save the Crystal Ponies with their history."
Music was going along with the singing. Something about the song, and the music, would of made Haze smile if he could, but he was getting very emotional from it, He was happy, and longing to be free. That is what he felt from the singing.
The Unison voices stopped singing for the moment, and another voice began to take it's place.
"There was a Crystal flugelhorn. That everypony liked to play."
Another voice replaced the previous one.
"And the Crystal Kingdom anthem. Can you learn it in a day?"
The first singing voice was then joined again with five other singing voices, and it grew louder, and almost more triumphant.
"Oh, we have to get this right. Yes, we have to make them see. We can save the Crystal Ponies, with their history."
Haze awoke from his dream, and realized it wasn't just a dream, but a memory, but what could it possibly mean. He sat up in bed, and threw the blanket off him, for he felt it was getting to hot. His ears perked, as he tried to concentrate on the voices. He gasped, five of them he recognized, it was of Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy and Rarity. The other voice must have been Twilight Sparkle's!

	
		Chapter Four



Haze Rune stayed up the rest of the night. He wanted to tell the others about what he remembered, but he dared not wake any of them up, at this hour. Haze thought greatly, about his dream, and played it over, trying to figure out the mystery of his past. The silver white Unicorn groaned and rubbed his temple in frustration.
He walked toward the balcony, and went outside, hopefully to clear his head. As Haze looked toward the horizon, he got a sudden flash of memory of King Sombra looming over the Crystal Empire. Haze screamed in terror, and cowered. Placing his hooves over his head. Shaking violently. A few seconds later he could hear a knock on his door.
"Haze, are you alright?" Asked Pinkie, very concerned for him, she didn't dare wait for him to respond, and she opened the door, peeking inside. She could see him out in the balcony. Pinkie Pie ran to him, and frowned, noticing his clear distress. Pinkie nuzzled the top of his head. He slowly removed his hooves from the top of his head, and looked up at her. He got up, and brushed himself off, clearing his throat.
"I uh..." Began Haze.
Pinkie Pie looked at Haze a bit serious, and her ears lowered. She began to sing, gradually, at first, but it would get more up beat. 
"It's true, that some days are dark and lonely. And maybe you feel sad. But Pinkie will be there to show you that it isn't that bad." As Pinkie sang that last part, she hugged Haze Rune, and the sun began to rise, bringing light all over Equestria.
Pinkie let go of Haze, and went to the edge of the balcony, and had a wide smile upon her maw. "There is one thing that makes happy, and makes my whole life worthwhile. And that's when I talk to my friends, to get them to smile!"
Pinkie Pie jumped off the balcony, it wasn't that high to begin with and she landed with a very soft thud, Haze Rune followed shortly.
"I am really so happy. You're smile fills me up with glee." Pinkie continued to sing. Some other ponies were already awake, and looked to Pinkie, smiling already. her presence giving them a wonderful feeling.
"I give a smile, I get a smile, and that's so special to me. 'Cause I love to see you, beam, beam, beam. Yes I do. Tell me what more I can do to make you see, that I do."
Said Pinkie smiling wide, and warmly at Haze. All of a sudden, a group of ponies, picked Pinkie up, and her singing grew louder, almost as if it was echoing through out Canterlot.
"Come on everypony. Smile, smile, smile. Fill up my heart with sunshine, sunshine. All I really need's a smile, smile, smile. From these happy friends of mine!" Sang Pinkie.
The other ponies that were near them, then began to sing.
"Come on everypony. Smile, smile, smile. Fill up my heart with sunshine, sunshine. All I really need's a smile, smile, smile, from these happy friends of mine!"
"Yes, it's a perfect gift for me. A smile, as wide as a mile!" Sang Pinkie.
Haze smiled wide, and joined in the singing. Her song and her presence, has greatly lifted his spirits.
"To make me as happy as can be!" Sang Haze, to conclude the uplifting song.
As soon as the song began, it ended, and the other ponies went to do their own thing. Haze looked to Pinkie and nodded to her with respect.
"Thank you, Pinkie. I am honored to call you, my friend." Said Haze.
Pinkie Pie smiled wide.
A few hours have passed. Rainbow Dash kept her Wonderbolt Uniform on, but of course washed it, when it needed it. She joined the others in the Canterlot Dining Hall, for breakfast. The Dining Hall was huge, and the aroma of freshly picked Zap Apples, filled the air, along with lettuce and carrots. Haze never had a Zap Apple before, he thought it tasted great. especially Zap Apple jam!
After breakfast, the group would head to the Crystal Empire, to search extensively through it's library. Hopefully to find any answers. As Haze was taking a bite, in his Zap Apple jam sandwich, a mare entered the Dining Hall, her arrival caught his eye, and he looked toward her direction.
"Miss me, anyone?" Said the mare.
Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy, Trixie and Haze Rune couldn't believe it was her. Rainbow Dash scoffed and continued eating, but smiled softly, at the thought of Rarity here.
"Rarity? What are you doing here?" Asked Applejack, surprised, but glad her old friend has come to her senses.
Rarity lowered her ears, and walked to them all. "Please forgive me, Darlings. I was stressed over my work, and didn't fully hear you out. I'm truly sorry." Said Rarity, sadness in her voice.
Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie and Fluttershy ran to Rarity, hugging her, and nuzzling her, as they surrounded the silver white mare.
"We forgive you, Rarity." Said Fluttershy softly.
"So, who's looking after the Carousel Boutique?" Asked Pinkie Pie.
"Oh, Sweetie Bell is. I taught her a few things, over the years. And if I say so my self, she has her own flare with fashion design." Replied Rarity, with a warm smile.
Haze Rune was officially introduced to Rarity. He was glad to meet officially another member of the Mane 6. He was more eager to meet Princess Twilight Sparkle though. The group went to their chambers, and packed their belongings for the trip to the Crystal Empire. The quickest way there of course, was by train, and that would take at least a few days.
Haze Rune got a cabin with Rainbow Dash, and Rarity, along with a few other ponies, he didn't know. During the first day on the train, Haze started eating lunch alone, but Rainbow Dash entered the cabin.
"Haze, what are you doing here alone?" She asked.
Haze put down his sandwich on the table, and lowered his ears. "I, well, I'm not really used to having more than one friend. I wouldn't know what to say or do." Admitted Haze.
"Oh, don't be a sore loser, Haze. We're your friends. You can be your self around us. I'll be there for you, whenever you need me. Besides, I'm one of the Wonderbolts. It's my job and duty. Not only is it my job to look out for others, I do it, because it's the right thing to do." Said Rainbow Dash.
"You're really loyal, Rainbow Dash. I mean, I heard stories, but you really are. It's nice to see that in another pony." Replied Haze.
Rainbow grinned, and stood on her hind legs. "That's me, alright." She then got back on all fours. "Haze. Not I, nor my friends would forsake you." Concluded Rainbow Dash.
She walked to the exit of their cabin, and motioned for him to follow her. She wanted him to join her with the other five. With the magic of his horn, he brought the sandwich with him, and followed, getting more used to being around the legendary ponies of Equestria. He at least considered them as such.
As he and Rainbow Dash entered the largest cabin, there was Rarity, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy, Applejack and Trixie. Haze took notice of Trixie more. He just felt something wasn't quite right with her. He couldn't put his hoof on it. But he didn't want to make assumptions.
Pinkie Pie saw Haze, and smiled. She waved at him. He smiled in return to said pink pony. He sat next to Pinkie. "Oh, I wanted to uh, tell everypony something." Said Haze, right away. Everypony stopped eating and turned their attention to said Crystal pony.
"The night before, I remembered something, when I was in the Crystal Empire. I was there that day, when you helped protect the Crystal Empire, when it returned after a thousand years. I was there...Yet...I don't know. it was like I couldn't move. I'm sorry, that's not a lot to go on, but I remember hearing the Mane 6 talking about saving the Crystal ponies with their history."
"Wow, that isn't a lot to go on." Replied Rainbow Dash. "Wait, then how did you end up living in Canterlot?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
Rainbow Dash was right. He didn't remember much after that, and it frustrated him. Trixie was keeping one eye on Haze as she kept eating.
"I must say, I think that we should send someponies to Starlight's old village. Perhaps we can find some clues as to why Starlight vanished." Said Rainbow Dash. 
"I agree, I hope that whatever happened that Starlight is okay. Trixie must be worried sick!" Fluttershy responded.
Trixie tilted her head and looked at Fluttershy. "Uh, yes. I am very worried about Starlight." 
The other ponies looked at Trixie in confusion, they didn't expect that sort of response from Starlight's friend. Before anypony could say anything their cabin was thrust violently to the left. Pinkie and Fluttershy flew from their seat and collided with the other side of the cabin. Black silhouettes flew past the window, quickly, but they were too hard to make out, on what they were exactly.
The train itself skidded to a stop, and a bright purple light illuminated the cabin, and screeches of pain could be heard outside, and as soon as the bright purple light was lit, it vanished.
Haze got on all hooves, and shook his head. He helped Rainbow Dash, and the others back on their hooves. Even Trixie.
"Uh, t-thank you Haze." Said Trixie, with no sense of gratitude behind her words.
Haze ignored it, and the Mane 5 thanked him of course, with actual gratitude.
"What in Sam's hill, was that?" Asked Applejack.
As Applejack asked that, the back sliding door opened, and the wind blew in, it was nice and warm. A tall purple mare entered the cabin, and she smiled at the Mane five.
"It has been far to long, girls. I've missed seeing you all." Said the mare.
The Mane 5 smiled wide, and ran to the mare.
"Twilight! Oh, we've missed you too." Said the Mane 5.
Twilight's mane and tail blew softly in the warm wind. The Mane 5 bowed to Princess Twilight Sparkle, as did Haze Rune. It took Trixie, a few seconds to copy their said action. 
Twilight took one look at Trixie, and took immediate notice of the Alicorn Amulet. And stood in a defensive stance.
"Trixie, how do you have the Amulet. I sealed it away?!" Exclaimed Twilight.
Trixie stopped bowing and smirked, looking right at the Princess.
The Mane 6 and Haze looked looked at Trixie.
"I never expected your friends to be this gullible, but you. Of course, are way smarter than them. I seriously don't know why you chose to hang around such a sorry bunch. You and I are greater. You've so much potential! Celestia has always held you back!" Said Trixie loudly.
Haze stood in front of Fluttershy, who emitted a small whimper from Trixie's outburst.
Twilight's horn began to glow purple, but before she could use any magic, Trixie began to laugh in a dark manner. She began to get taller, and wings sprouted from her back.
"I've had enough of this feeble form, and all this mushy talk of friendship!" shouted Trixie.
Trixie changed into a darker colored mare, with holes in her legs, and a long distorted horn. The Alicorn Amulet still around her neck. It was Queen Chrysalis! She was only pretending to be Trixie, but how she got the Alicorn Amulet was a mystery indeed. A bright red light came from the center of the Amulet and it traveled to her horn, and she aimed a powerful spell at Twilight.
It was to quick for anypony to do anything to counter said spell. It hit Twilight across the chest, and the spell exploded, causing the cabin to burst apart, and any pony inside flew countless miles away. Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy were hurled to the southern part of Equestria. Rarity and Haze Rune were hurled to the western part of Equestria, while Pinkie Pie and Applejack were hurled to the northern part of Equestria.
The blast all rendered them unconscious.

	
		Chapter Five


			Author's Notes: 
I wanted to say again, that I actually wrote this particular story before season 4 started. So, I had to make some changes to the story to make up for the fact that the story had continuity errors. I wanted to fix that. I am treating this story as if it were canon. I am aware that future episodes of the show will probably destroy this story. Lol. 
Anyways, Chapter 5 is a totally new concept that I created for the story, so the differences between the other chapters will be noticeable. Oh, and as if it doesn't become obvious, that this chapter takes place sometime before Haze moves to Ponyville.



Starlight Glimmer made plans with her friend Trixie to spend some time in her old village while Princess Twilight Sparkle was away from Ponyville trying to settle a peace treaty between Yaks and Dragons. Starlight invited Thorax and Maud Pie, but Thorax was busy as well. Being leader of the Changelings of course. Maud already made plans to attend a mineral convention. 
The sun began to rise, and light shown into Starlight's cottage. The light finally reaching her face and she frowned in annoyance. Her horn lighting up with magic, she brings the blanket over her head. Trixie was able to sleep in the guest room. Starlight turned away from the window, and removed the blanket that covered her face. She nuzzled into the pillow, with a content smile. bringing her fore legs to her chest, and her hind legs close as well. Basically curling up into a ball. 
Trixie quietly entered the room. Hoping that the wood floors wouldn't creak beneath her hooves. A mischievous smirk upon the mare's maw. She finally reached Starlight, and extended a hoof. She gently booped Starlight on the nose. Starlight's nose scrunched up in a cute manner. 
Starlight opened her eyes and Trixie was right there, giggling softly.
"Time to get up Starlight, Sugar Belle has prepared a breakfast for the whole village. Remember?" Trixie asked, eager to finally get a taste of Sugar Belle's famous food.  
Starlight groaned softly. Not wanting to get up just yet. But, she sat up in the bed. Because if she didn't, Trixie would just continue to boop her on the nose. 
Trixie trotted out of the room happily, while Starlight stretched and yawned. 
-------
Meanwhile outside
Party Favor set up numerous tables, setting them up against each other, basically making one long table. There was streamers and balloons surrounding the village as well. Starlight hasn't been able to visit her old home in awhile and Party Favor wanted to celebrate her return. Sugar Belle had some help with the baking from Mrs. Cake, especially since Sugar Belle was pregnant. 
plates and goblets were set upon the table by Party Favor, and the food was almost done! Every villager found a seat to sit in. They all were very eager to have such a lovely breakfast with friends and family.
Starlight finally left the cottage, and smiled warmly at all that her friends have done for her. Trixie was able to sit near Starlight. Sugar Belle came out from her bakery, along with Party Favor. They brought out the food with their magic and placed it gently on each plate. Excited chatter could be heard from the villagers, and Starlight tapped the table with her hoof to get everypony's attention. The talking stopped and they all turned to look at Starlight. 
Her ears lowered softly, still not quite used to being accepted by the villagers. But, she was happy to have been given a second chance by them. 
"I wanted to thank all of you for giving me a second chance in being your friend, also this party. I can't express my gratitude enough for you all. I'd like to consider you all family. I love you all." Starlight said softly. Her eyes tearing up lightly. 
The whole village nodded in approval, and gave Starlight a warm smile. Trixie nearly got teary eyed as well, lightly grasping Starlight's hoof. Starlight nuzzled into Trixie's neck. A quiet ominous chuckle broke the silence, and Starlight's horn ignited with defensive magic. Before she could do anything the tables were thrust into the air! Food, plates and goblets falling off them as they were lifted violently into the sky, they then collided into each of the individual cottages. Damaging the roofs. Screams of confusion and terror bounced off the neighboring mountains, as the villagers scattered in confusion. 
Starlight and Trixie looked around frantically trying to find out who or what was causing this! Trixie soon realized that Starlight's cottage was untouched. She pointed that out to Starlight, and she turned her attention to her home. 
The door of her cottage opened, and a tall lanky mare stepped out. Her distorted horn glowing an eerily shade of red. Her mane flowing gently into the wind. 
"Queen Chrysalis!?" Exclaimed Starlight, glaring at the former changeling ruler. 
Chrysalis chuckled darkly, and she had the Alicorn Amulet. Trixie gasped at noticing it. She remembered quite vividly what exactly that Amulet has done to her in the past. It was a very evil object, and even stirred up dark and lonely thoughts into whom ever has worn it. Queen Chrysalis having it, clearly has made her even more powerful than before! 
Starlight shot an energy beam at Queen Chrysalis, but it only made the evil mare laugh. The attack spell had no effect!
"Oh, Starlight. Nice try. I came better prepared, and this time. You can't possibly stop me for what I have planned!" Chrysalis boasted.
Chrysalis used her magic, and a red aura enveloped around Trixie. Starlight gasped and reached out for her friend. But to no avail. Trixie's ears lowered and tried to get to Starlight, but no success. Chrysalis brought Trixie over to her, having the small pony hovering in the air, and unable to escape. Chrysalis' horn flared brightly and a cage with green slime and a few sharp spikes appeared, she teleported Starlight into the cage.
"No, wait. Please don't hurt Trixie!" Starlight exclaimed. Not caring about being imprisoned into said cage. She did care, but she cared more about Trixie's safety, and the fellow villagers. 
"I am afraid that you will never see your friends again. For I know exactly what to do with them. This is only the beginning, Starlight. I am going to visit Ponyville soon!" Chrysalis said happily and with a spark of her horn used her magic to send Starlight while in the gross and slimy cage, deep into an underground cave. She could barely see anything, as there wasn't much light being provided in the cave. Starlight tried using magic to escape the cage. No luck at all. 
Starlight groaned in frustration, and almost on the verge of tears. She couldn't believe that she couldn't do anything to protect Trixie and the other villagers. She was even worried about what Chrysalis might do with her other friends from Ponyville. 
"Trixie!!!" Starlight screamed out for her friend.

	
		Chapter Six



Haze Rune opened his eyes and groaned, shaking his head, small scratches all over his body, but nothing too serious. Rarity unfortunately had a broken hoof, and she couldn't really go anywhere. The fate of the others, were unknown. Rarity still hasn't awoke from the blast, and Haze determined it was a few hours later.
It was snowing heavily in this part of Equestria, and really cold. Haze noticed a cave nearby, and carefully dragged Rarity to said cave. He then gathered any wood he could find. He would of used the magic of his horn, but he wasn't very knowledgeable about magic. Haze was wishing he did learn more about it, as of right now.
Haze immediately started a fire, to keep Rarity nice and warm. She right away shifted, and opened her eyes slowly.
"Oh! Ow, my hoof!" Said Rarity. Her ears lowered, and she was looking at the hoof that was broken. Haze looked to her with alarm, and ran to her side.
"Rarity, hold still. It seems you broke your hoof. I just, never learned how to treat it." Haze said, sadly.
Rarity looked around, and her face lit up with hope. luckily her bag she brought with her, was there! With one of the many scarfs she packed, she had Haze use some wood she carved with magic from her horn, and put both of them on her broken hoof.
One carved wood, on the front side of her leg, and the other on the back. She used to scarf to hold it there. She tied it greatly, for it would stay. Haze frowned greatly and lowered his ears.
"I'm sorry. Rarity, I thought something was off with Trixie. I mean Queen Chrysalis. I should have said something to all of you. If only..." Said Haze, but Rarity held her hoof up.
"Don't blame your self, darling. You didn't know. Nopony is to blame." Rarity replied.
Haze sighed softly. My Cutie Mark, it feels like I'm not even living up to what I'm meant to do."
"Oh, nonsense. Haze. You did great. With out you, I wouldn't be safe and sound." Replied Rarity, with a smile.
"Thank you, Rarity. Your words does bring warmth to my heart. Being friends with you, Pinkie and Rainbow Dash does make me happy."
Haze was near the mouth of the cave, and he was shivering. It was awfully cold, and night time was approaching fast. Rarity noticed this, and looked to her bag. She had one other scarf, she was waiting to where that, to show off to her friends. She wanted to be the first to wear it, but Haze needed it the most, it would keep himself warm.
"Haze, come here. You can wear my scarf. Don't worry. It can be worn by a stallion or a mare."
Rarity then used the magic from her horn, to take the heavy scarf, and wrapped it around his neck. It did warm him up indeed.
"Thank you, Rarity. That was very generous of you." Said Haze. "Oh, and I promise, I will unite you with the others." He concluded.
Rarity looked to him and nodded. She lowered her head, and took a nap. 
------
Twilight lay still in the grass, and Queen Chrysalis stood over the Princess.
"Oh. What a wonderful day this is! I've planned this for years now! You and your friends were only lucky to haven been able to usurp my plans in the past. But this time! You will not beat me! Your pupil was easy to get rid of. Quite disappointing really. I expected more. Consider this the ultimate revenge on you, Starlight Glimmer, and everypony you ever cared about!"  Said the dark mare.
Twilight's eyes were still closed, but she spoke.
"First, you try to ruin Shining Armor and Princess Cadence's wedding, and then you kidnap Sweetie Bell, Scootaloo and Applebloom. Starlight, Discord, Thorax and Trixie saved us from you, and you tried to get revenge on her for having most of your changelings abandon you." Said Twilight, getting up, and shaking her head. a patch of fur on Twilight's chest has a burn mark.
Queen Chrysalis chuckled. "Ah, but you don't know my plan, do you 'Princess'." Said the Queen with a triumphant sneer. Twilight's ears lowered. The dark mare was right. She couldn't figure it out. 
"But why? I don't understand why you keep doing the things you do." Said Twilight. The reasons behind her actions were always never clear.
The Queen stood in place, her ears slowly lowered, but shook her head and growled.
"Why would you care, besides! I have my reasons. Nopony ever cared for me before, so why should I care for others? Don't pretend like you care!" Exclaimed the Queen. 
The Alicorn Amulet glowed red, and the Queen vanished. Twilight looked around frantically, but could sense the evil mare was long gone. For now. She closed her eyes, and her horn had a purple aura. She opened her eyes, and ran northward. Pinkie Pie and Applejack were closer then she thought.
Meanwhile in the southern part of Equestria.
Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash were in the Everfree forest. Rainbow Dash looked over Fluttershy, until she would wake up. The howl of Timber Wolves awoke the yellow pony. She shivered and clung to Rainbow Dash.
"It's alright Fluttershy, they won't harm us. They're too far away. Look, I can see Zecora's hut. Let's go there." Said Rainbow Dash.
Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy walked to Zecora's hut, and RD knocked on the door. Zecora took a few seconds to open the door. She invited the two in.
Rainbow Dash told Zecora of the events that that occured. "Ah, trouble seems to be stirring indeed." Said the Zebra.
"Yeah, we need to find the others, I'm worried for them. What if..." Said Fluttershy.

"Fluttershy, I'm pretty sure everypony is okay." Replied Rainbow Dash.
Fluttershy emitted a small whimper, and nodded.
Meanwhile, Twilight was looking for Applejack and Pinkie Pie.
"Girls, I can sense your aura, but where are you?" Twilight called out to her friends.
She could hear a faint voice in the wind. "Twilight, we're over here." Said the voice. It was Applejack's voice.
Twilight followed the voice, and could see them both. She ran to them, and nuzzled their faces.
"We must find the others. I can sense that Rainbow Dash and Fluttershy are in Zecora's hut. Rarity and Haze are in a cave. I'll have Owlowiscious go to RD and Fluttershy, while I will contact Spike to go and find Rarity and
Haze." Said Twilight. 
Princess Twilight, Applejack and Pinkie Pie walked the rest of the way to the Crystal Empire. Twilight didn't need to tell the guards that were stationed at the entrance, of who she was. Pretty much everypony knew who she was now. Twilight was very happy to see the Princess that used to foal sit her when they both, were younger.
Twilight observed the Crystal Empire. She hasn't been there for some time. Of course, She eventually became too busy, being a Princess. Soon enough, the three of them reached the Crystal Castle. Twilight smiled warmly, very excited to see Princess Cadence again. The three of them entered the throne room, and there she was: Princess Cadence, looking over an important business on a piece of parchment.
Cadence glanced to the three, and tucked the piece of parchment away for now.
"Princess Twilight. Applejack. Pinkie Pie. It's nice to see you." She said with a smile, but stopped smiling. "Where are the others?" She asked.
"Queen Chrysalis ambushed us all, when we were heading to the Crystal Empire. The rest of us were separated, but I need to send a letter to Spike, and I also need Owlowiscious to go to Zecora's hut, I'll tell you more later." Explained Twilight.
"We need to go to the Crystal Empire Library, we met a Crystal Pony, yet he doesn't know how he ended up in Canterlot. We were hoping that we'd find any information about him, or anything that would bring us closer to finding out what's going on." Said Applejack.
"Wait a minute! "Said Pinkie Pie. "Didn't this weird stuff start happening since Haze came to Ponyville? And since the Queen pretended to be Trixie. Does she have anything to do with Haze Rune?" Asked Pinkie, tilting her head.
"That's a good observation Pinkie, we will keep that in mind." Said Princess Twilight.
The three of them headed to the Library, while Princess Cadence stayed behind. She encountered the Queen in the past, and had extra precautions made for the Crystal Empire, since the evil mare's intentions were not very clear. She had extra guard surrounding the Library and her castle.
Soon enough, they entered the library, and Pinkie sighed softly.
"I forgot how big this library was." Said Pinkie.
Immediately the three began to search for the books. The first book Twilight decided to look through was "History of the Crystal Empire."
She read as much as she could, and couldn't believe what she was reading.
"Girls! I think I found something!" Said Twilight.
Meanwhile back in the cave, with Rarity and Haze.
It's been two days since the surprise attack by Queen Chrysalis, and Rarity's broken leg slowly, but surely began to heal. Haze managed to gather some flowers for Rarity to eat. Thankfully the cold didn't destroy said flowers. She thanked Haze, and he nodded in respect to her.
Rarity nibbled on the flower petals and smiled.
"Mmm, these taste good." Said Rarity.
"I'm glad you like them Rarity." Said Haze.
Outside of the cave, both of them could hear the wind whistling, but differently. A tall purple dragon flew down, and looked through the cave.
Rarity tilted her head. "Spike? Is that you?" Asked Rarity.
Meanwhile in Zecora's hut, an owl flew to it, and pecked at the door softly.
The zebra answered and the owl took no time to enter, and it dropped a piece of parchment at Rainbow Dash's hooves. She opened it, and nodded as she read it.
"It's time to go to the Crystal Empire, Fluttershy." Said Rainbow Dash. 
Spike made sure Rarity was alright, when she was resting upon his back, the magic from her horn made sure she wouldn't fall as well. Haze Rune held on to Spike's scaly back, and off they flew toward the Crystal Empire, to meet with the others. At the same time. Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash flew to the Crystal Empire.
Meanwhile in the Crystal Empire.
Applejack and Pinkie Pie were looking in the history book of the Crystal Empire.
"It says that the Crystal Heart was created by the founders of the Crystal Empire, and the founders were all family. Also, that one family member had to be chosen to be permanently linked to the Crystal Heart, in order for it to truly work. The youngest, a foal. Was chosen to be linked. " Said Twilight as she read through the book.
"Thus being linked to the Crystal Heart, granted the foal immortal life. For with out the heart, or the foal, the Crystal Empire would cease to exist." Twilight finished reading it.
"That means...Haze Rune is the foal!" Exclaimed Applejack.
Twilight nodded, totally baffled by this information.
"Queen Chrysalis must know this! She must be stealing the love and light coming from the Crystal Heart. That must be how she got so powerful again." Explained Twilight.
"Oh No! She is after Haze Rune, isn't she?" Asked Pinkie Pie.
Twilight nodded.
"Oh, I hope the others get here soon." Said Pinkie Pie.
The three of them left the library after Twilight put away the history book, and Twilight could see Spike arriving, while Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash landed near them. Spike landed a few seconds later. Spike smiled at Twilight, but catching up had to wait, as they all heard a buzzing sound from far away, pretty soon it only got louder.
It was an army of Changelings! And Queen Chrysalis was in front of them. The Alicorn Amulet glistened from the sun. Spike glared at the army, and bared his sharp fangs. Right away Pinkie grabbed her part cannon, and smirked.
"I can't wait to use this again." Said Pinkie with a smile.
Princess Twilight took a defensive stance, as well did the rest of her friends, including Haze Rune. The evil mare landed and chuckled darkly.
"Ah, it's good to be back. This time, you all will fail, and I will finally rule Equestria. But first, I must take over The Crystal Empire." Said Queen Chrysalis.
Her horn glowed red, and a powerful beam hit Haze Rune. The Alicorn Amulet has made the evil mare, insanely powerful! Even Twilight alone couldn't stop it. Haze Rune grunted and just stood there, as the beam vanished.
His eyes were hazy, almost as if he was blind. He was mumbling. And the Crystal Heart made a wailing sound, as it was sad.
Dark and sad memories were flashing through Haze Rune. Thus causing the Crystal Heart great distress. He even remembered when King Sombra first attacked the Crystal Empire. Fluttershy and Applejack ran to the Crystal Pony.
"Sugarcube. Don't let the Queen's spell get to you, It's only a spell. I know the memories hurt, but you can pull through. I'm here for you. That is the honest truth." Said Applejack, nuzzling his snout.
Fluttershy nodded. "Oh yes. Think of the kind memories you had with the others. We're your friends, Haze. Think of the good memories you have, and the ones you can make." Said Fluttershy.

	
		Chapter Seven



After Applejack and Fluttershy said those words of friendship to Haze Rune, Twilight acted quickly and used a time stopping spell, but made sure it only affected the others, besides her five friends and Haze Rune.
The other five looked around, confused at first, but realized what Twilight did. Haze was still under that spell, but Twilight walked toward him.
"Girls, we need to help Haze, we need to show him what it means to be a true friend." Said Twilight.
The five others nodded and smiled.
Rarity was lying on the ground, since her leg was still broken. Rarity was the first to begin to sing. "Haze Rune is in trouble, we need to be by his side. We can try to do what we can now, for together we can be his guide." Sang Rarity.
Twilight decided to join in a few seconds after Rarity. "A true, true friend, helps a friend in need. A friend will be there to help them see." Sang Twilight. Fluttershy then began to sing a part.
"A true, true friend helps a friend in need, to see the light that shines from a true true friend." Sang Fluttershy.
Haze's ears flicked, even though he was under that dark spell, he could still hear the others, and memories that he made with each of them played through his mind.
"The Crystal Ponies need you." Said Applejack.
The Mane 6 then began to sing in unison: "A true, true friend helps a friend in need. A friend will be there to help them see. A true, true friend helps a friend in need. To see the light that shines from a true true friend." Sang the Mane 6 aloud.
Haze Rune's eyes turned their normal color, and he shook his head. "Uh, what happened?" Asked Haze.
Pinkie smiled and ran to him, hugging him, he gasped and hugged her in return.
"The Crystal Empire is under attack, and we need your help, dear friend." Said Twilight.
Haze Rune nodded, looking around, noticing that time stopped. 
"Alright, I'm ready." Said Haze and he stood up, near his six friends. And with that Twilight let time flow again. The evil mare saw that her spell was broken from him, and growled in anger.
Haze wanted to say this in front of everypony since the Crystal Empire was basically his home.
"I used to wonder what friendship could be, until these five ponies and Princess Twilight and Princess Luna shared it's magic with me. I wanted to let you all know, you're my very best friends." Said Haze Rune, with a warm smile. The Mane 6 returned the smile, then returned their attention to Queen Chrysalis and her Changeling army.
The evil mare looked to her army and they began to attack the Crystal Empire, changing into many things, like Timber Wolves, and Cerberus.  They first began to destroy the houses, that homed ponies.
Haze looked in horror, as his home was being attacked. Spike let out a mighty roar and flew into the sky. He opened his maw and intense fire escaped his maw, stopping a few changelings in their path.
"Haze since you finally know the true meaning of friendship. I think this belongs to you now." Began Twilight.
The Crystal Pony looked to her, and tilted his head. With her magic, Twilight teleported a chest and opened it. Inside were the Elements of Harmony!
"The Tree of Harmony will be safe for the time being. I've put a very protective spell on it. To prevent any harm that somepony may wish to inflict upon it." Twilight said to her five friends, for reassurance.
With her magic, she placed each Element of Harmony around her friend's neck. And the Mane 5 began to say the Element they represented, and as they did, that very word echoed.
"Honesty." Said Applejack.
"Kindness." Said Fluttershy.
"Laughter." Said Pinkie Pie.
"Generosity." Said Rarity
.
"Loyalty." Said Rainbow Dash.
Twilight gave the Element of Harmony she used to have, and Haze Rune grabbed it, holding it close to his furry chest.
"And Magic!" Said Haze Rune.
The six of them were lifted in the air, and with each of them, positioned for they to be the shape of a heart, and the Queen growled.
"I don't think so! Friendship isn't as powerful as my Alicorn Amulet." Yelled Queen Chrysalis.
The air around Haze Rune, and the other five began to ripple, and a powerful rainbow like energy beam shot from the six, and was aimed toward the Evil mare. And Twilight used a powerful spell, and it combined with their Rainbow Energy Beam. The spell, and Rainbow hit the Alicorn Amulet, and the Queen screamed!
An explosion was the result of it hitting her amulet, and smoke billowed through out the entire Crystal Empire, and there was silence. The winds blew away the dark cloud of smoke, and the Changelings were gone, but their queen lay on the ground.
Twilight, Haze Rune, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie walked to the queen. She opened her eyes, and to their surprise, she was crying.
"You're crying?!" Exclaimed Rainbow Dash.
Chrysalis looked away, a pained expression on her maw.
"I only wanted...I was jealous of...All I wanted was happiness. It's too late for that, it seems." Whispered Chrysalis.
Twilight sighed softly.
"No, it's never..." Began Twilight, but before she could finish, Chrysalis vanished with the magic from her horn.
Rainbow Dash growled in annoyance. "Oh great! How can we follow her? What if she comes back?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
"I've a feeling she won't come back, but if she does. We'll be ready." Replied Twilight.
Haze Rune sighed with relief from this all being over. Well most of it. A spark of magic surprised the group, and Starlight was sprawled on the ground, completely unharmed. Trixie was there too! The real Trixie. With the two mares, was a piece of parchment. Pinkie Pie and the others ran towards them both, and made sure that they were not harmed. Trixie and Starlight were going to be just fine. 
Twilight's horn ignited with magic, and she brought the parchment to her. On it had only one word: "Sorry."
And with that, The Crystal Empire was safe and sound. Twilight healed Rarity's leg, and she can walk on all fours again. Spike conversed with the Mane 6, since he hasn't seen them since he was away with Princess Ember. Spike's crush on Rarity vanished over the years, but they still were very good friends.
Later that day, the group ate in the Crystal Empire Dining Hall, and talked, caught up with each other. Princess Cadence and Shining Armor joined them of course. Haze Rune was glad to make true friends out of the Mane 6, and of course with Luna. He was eventually told by Twilight of his connection with the Crystal Heart and how Chrysalis used him.
The group decided it was best to spend the night and rest up, after what occurred.
The next morning. The group was at the rebuilt train. Twilight used her magic to make a new one. "Well, my friends. I'm afraid this is good-bye for now. For I have other important things to do. But it was great to see all of you again. Just like old times." Said Twilight.
"I'm getting to old for this." Said Rarity.
Pinkie Pie chuckled, and Rainbow Dash rolled her eyes, teasingly of course.
"Yeah, I need to be back in Cloudsdale." Said Rainbow Dash as she put on her Wonderbolt Uniform.
Each of them had a reason to return to their "normal" lives. Deep down, they wish they could spend more time together, but right now, they had their own thing to do. They missed each other greatly, and would always remain friends, even if they didn't hang out with each other as they used to. As for Haze Rune, he would return to Canterlot, and tell Luna everything.
After that, he returned to Ponyville, and lived in his very own home! 
Haze Rune opened the door, and emitted a content sigh. He entered the house, and looked around again, and had a better understanding of what the Mane 6 went through when they were younger. And learned what true friendship was because of Luna and the Mane 6.
Haze removed the bag that rested on his back, and opened it. He was able to get a picture of himself with his 6 friends! He eventually hung the picture up in his bedroom. While this certain adventure was over. Surely there would be other adventures that awaited Haze Rune and the inhabitants of Equestria!
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