
		
			[image: Cover image]
		

	
		Stars and Diamonds

		Written by PonyThunder

		
					My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic

					Apple Bloom

					Diamond Tiara

					Starlight Glimmer

					Spoiled Rich

					Comedy

					Drama

					Slice of Life

		

		Description

When Starlight Glimmer feels left out as everypony else spends time with their little sisters, she seeks someone of her own to bond with: Diamond Tiara. And apparently, they share a lot more in common than either of them had ever realized.
My tags: Uplifting Heartwarming
Comedy tag is for light comedy, as it is not the main focus. 
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The sun shined brightly above the rolling green hills of Sweet Apple Acres, the fields of green grass swaying softly in the afternoon breeze that meandered through the trees in the orchard.
Starlight found herself enjoying the quietness that being away from the town provided, but it also brought back uncomfortable memories of the oddly quiet town she once governed herself. Although 'governed' may have been a more forgiving term than what it really had been like. Regardless, the reason she decided to visit the Apple family farm wasn't to enjoy the scenery, as much as she did. Rather, it was to find somepony she hadn't ever really talked to much.
Starlight called out across the rolling green hills when she saw her from a distance. "Apple Bloom?"
Apple Bloom turned her head and squinted. "Starlight? Comin'!" She trotted across the field and stopped in front of her. "Howdy! What brings you here? I can go get Applejack in a jiffy."
Lately, Starlight had been feeling like there was something missing in her life. Something that several of her friends had, and she didn't. On occassion, she would hear Applejack, Rainbow Dash and Rarity talk about their little sisters with each other. Sometimes what they had to say was negative, like when Sweetie Belle accidentally burned Rarity's favorite scarf. But other times, their stories and voices were filled to the brim with pride and love for their little sisters. And that was what Starlight found herself wishing she had. 
The problem, of course, was that she had no siblings. But when she realized that being related didn't matter so much, as it was for Rainbow Dash and Scootaloo, a newfound hope filled her heart in that she could find a young filly to adopt as her younger sister. But first, she had to find that pony, and she wasn't exactly that great at talking to the younger crowd. But she did know somepony she could ask that might be able to help.
Starlight wasn't looking for Applejack. "Hi. Well, um, I actually came here to talk to you."
Apple Bloom cocked her head in puzzlement. "Oh, alright, whaddya need?"
"Well, I was wondering...are there any other fillies you know that might need somepony like...an older sister?"
"Like me and Applejack?"
"Yes, but...we don't have to be related, for obvious reasons."
Apple Bloom pondered for a moment. She was used to helping ponies find their cutie marks, but this was a little bit different. She was also a little bit puzzled by Starlight's request, but didn't bother to question any further. The names of her peers popped up in her thoughts one by one as she thought whether or not they might need someone like she had with Applejack, or Sweetie Belle with Rarity and Scootaloo with Rainbow Dash. But as soon as Diamond Tiara came to mind, she knew without a doubt that would be her answer.
"Diamond Tiara, maybe? I don't know a whole lot 'bout her family or anythin' but...she definitely seems like somepony that could use a big sis."
A spark of excitement shined in Starlight's eyes. "Perfect! Do you know where she lives?"
"Uhh, yeah. I'll show you."
And with that, Apple Bloom began leading Starlight to Diamond Tiara's residence. As she did, however, that feeling of excitement slowly faded and was quickly overshadowed by dread and nervousness. Thoughts raced in her mind as she tried to figure out how she would introduce herself, as well as how she would ask Diamond Tiara to spend time with her. Then, she wondered what would happen if things didn't turn out well, or if Diamond Tiara would even accept the offer at all. Starlight trotted nervously behind Apple Bloom, thinking about how much she seemed to love her big sister, and how impossible it seemed like she could ever compare. 
Apple Bloom came up to the door and knocked. Diamond Tiara's mother, Spoiled Rich, rudely answered with her nose held high. "Hello? What is it you want?"
Apple Bloom shifted aside and drew attention to Starlight. "Well, you see...I..."
"You're not selling something are you?" Spoiled Rich interrupted snobbishly. "I've told everypony before - We don't buy Filly Scout cookies here, this is a gluten-free household."
"Oh, we're not trying to sell you anything," said Starlight.
"Well? What is it then? Time is money, you know. Or do you?"
Starlight groaned internally, but just then, Diamond Tiara came up behind her mother from inside the house. "Apple Bloom? What are you doing here?"
She dug a hoof into the dirt. "Oh, well um, actually Starlight Glimmer is here to see you."
Diamond Tiara looked confused at first, then shifted her gaze to Starlight, who put on an awkward smile. For the most part, Diamond Tiara's relations with Apple Bloom and her friends were essentially neutral, but they didn't talk much or spend time with each other either. She looked back at Apple Bloom, who nodded slightly, as if to acknowledge that this wasn't some sort of trick.
"Oh." Diamond Tiara replied un-enthusiastically, which was a step up from the way her mother was treating them. "What is it?"
Starlight finally got her act together after feeling like her thoughts were lost in a fog. "Well, I was wondering if maybe you might want somepony to spend time with, like a mentor?"
Diamond Tiara looked even more confused. "A mentor? For what?"
"Well, more like...a sister. You know, like Apple Bloom and Applejack, or Sweetie Belle and--"
Apple Bloom did expect Diamond Tiara to refuse such a proposition on the spot, but she was also surprised to see her become flustered and a little bit embarrassed.
"I-I don't need anypony, but um, thanks...I guess," she replied and began to go back inside.
Spoiled Rich butted herself back into the conversation. "Now wait just a minute young lady, maybe this would be good for you. You're always complaining about having nopony to spend time with when that Silver Spork or whatever is too busy."
Diamond Tiara shrunk behind her mother's legs. "Mom, stop. Please..."
She spoke up louder, as if to embarrass her even more. "What? It's not my fault you have so few friends. You should be grateful for such an opportunity!" 
Some frustrated grumblings about that being untrue escaped Diamond Tiara's mouth, but Spoiled Rich continued without noticing. 
"How often is it that you are graced with ponies lining up at our door, asking to be friends with you? Show some respect for once."
Starlight had to restrain herself as Spoiled Rich demonstrated the definition of hypocrisy. She started feeling bad for Diamond Tiara.
But Diamond Tiara swallowed her pride and obeyed her mother's words. "Okay," she said to Starlight with mild disdain.
"You two have fun," said Spoiled Rich as she shoved Diamond Tiara outside, "I've got work to do."
The door slammed shut and the three of them stood awkwardly in front of it until Diamond Tiara spoke up. "By work, she means going to the spa, by the way. She hasn't worked more than a couple days in her life."
Apple Bloom and Starlight weren't sure how to react, but the lingering tension of the previous conversation kept their mouths shut for several awkward seconds.
"Well, I'll see ya 'round!" said Apple Bloom as she hastily trotted away leaving a cloud of dust and Starlight and Diamond Tiara alone.
"Soooooooo," Starlight's voice trailed uncomfortably long, "what do you do for fun?"
She didn't answer. "Alright, what gives? What's your angle? Is this some sort of friendship mission Twilight sent you on or something? Because I don't need anypony to be my friend..I've got all the friends I need. If it is, I'll act the part or whatever if it means you get your merit badge for...sisterhood or something..."
Starlight sighed internally. For such a young filly, she sure wasn't afraid to speak her mind. "No angles, no friendship missions, no...merit badges..."
Although memories of Twilight talking about such a thing came up in her mind, Starlight conveniently chose not to mention it.
Diamond Tiara eyed her suspiciously, scheming something rude or hurtful to say next. But instead, she suddenly found herself not wanting to bother. She was so used to assuming everything was always some sort of trick that she didn't know what to do when genuinely nice things happened to her. But, she found it within herself to swallow her suspicions anyways.
"...Okay," she replied flatly, then tried to answer Starlight's question. "Well, sometimes I like to um...go to..."
Starlight wondered just how rarely Diamond Tiara actually got out and spent time with ponies like her mother said, and quickly suggested a venue to keep her from embarrassing herself. "We can go get some milkshakes. I'll buy!"
Diamond Tiara agreed, thankful that she didn't have to come up with an answer. But unfortunately, that didn't stop her sass. "Thanks, I'm glad you're paying for me, a filly with no job or bits."
Starlight almost decided to return some of that sass, but for a brief moment found herself admiring the sarcasm and sheer bluntness Diamond Tiara evidently had. It reminded her a bit of herself, and she smiled. "Alright, alright. You've made your point. Let's go."

Minutes later, they were sitting together at the milkshake parlor with two milkshakes in front of each other at one of the booths near the back. Starlight was at a complete loss for words, so she just sucked on the straw sticking out of her strawberry milkshake.
Surprisingly, Diamond Tiara broke the ice. "So, you wanted somepony to be your little sis, is that it? Is that why you're doing this?"
Starlight blushed a little bit in embarrassment. That was, of course, exactly the motivation behind her decision to spend time with Diamond Tiara, but she hadn't expected to have it thrown right back into her face. And by a filly, no less. Yet somehow after a few moments, her perception turned around once again. For such a young filly, Diamond Tiara was incredibly observant of others. Starlight even doubted her own ability to be so observant in comparison. "Well...yeah. I saw my other friends all having somepony young to bond--" Starlight quickly corrected her word choice, "--be a mentor to, and I just thought that might be...kinda nice."
Diamond Tiara took a slurp from her milkshake, hiding a sly grin. "I thought so."
Starlight felt like she was the pony being mentored at this point based on how effortlessly Diamond Tiara directed their conversations. Once again she found herself admiring the filly's sheer boldness. 
"Alright, Ms. Know-It-All, tell me this: What's your beef with Apple Bloom and her friends? I've seen the way you two avoid talking to each other."
She seemed to take offense to that. "Hey, I said we could spend some time together, not play twenty questions."
Starlight could see the uncertainty in her eyes though, as Diamond Tiara immediately began taking another sip from her milkshake. Starlight had learned a lot about Apple Bloom, Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo from her own friends over many moons. Everything from their accomplishments to their little sisters' misgivings, they would occasionally swap stories with each other, but she still wouldn't know the more personal details of their lives.
Starlight wanted to be a part of that experience. That was what mostly caused her to seek out a little filly of her own to offer guidance to. There was a certain, indescribable feeling that being there for somepony younger than herself that she felt like they all had, and that she was missing out on.
"Hello?" Diamond Tiara continued after finishing another sip from the milkshake. "I didn't say we had to sit in silence either. I'd rather talk than be bored, if we're going to actually do this thing."
Starlight recovered from the extended escapade into her thoughts. "Oh. Yeah. Alright, we'll talk about something else."
Diamond Tiara took that as an invitation and a devilish grin grew on her face. "So, I heard you were the dictator of some town away from Ponyville? How did that go?"
"Hey," Starlight Glimmer became flustered again, almost ready to give Diamond Tiara some of her own medicine, but then saw this as an opportunity. "Well...not great, honestly."
Surprised, and somewhat disappointed from her hopes of provoking an interesting reaction, Diamond Tiara took another sip.
Starlight continued. "I made a lot of mistakes back then, even though I thought I was doing things right."
Diamond Tiara stopped mid-sip to briefly add something. "Worst kind of mistake."
Starlight agreed, and mentally noted that Diamond Tiara had actually said something that wasn't sarcastic or two-faced. "I treated everypony like equals, assuring nopony would ever feel left out or abandoned or overshadowed by somepony else. But...I made sure of that by making sure nopony could ever shine themselves..."
Diamond Tiara stopped and found herself uncomfortable at Starlight being so expressive and open about her problems and the mistakes she'd made. It made her feel like she had to be there for her, and she didn't know how to handle it. But the feeling of discomfort gradually eased, and she asked an honest question. "So...how did you apologize to them? Did they forgive you?"
Again, Starlight found herself astonished by Diamond Tiara's perceptiveness. It was like she knew exactly what thing to say to bring the deepest, darkest problems ponies faced into the light. It was the topic she often had trouble talking about, even after so long. But Diamond Tiara's intrigue helped her push through. "Well, it took a long time, but eventually it just sort of happened. Time heals all wounds, I suppose."
It was a semi-truth. Starlight knew she was forgiven, but every once and awhile the doubts she harbored resurfaced briefly.
Diamond Tiara was actually looking at her now, instead of into her milkshake. Then a smile grew on her face. "My mom just says time is money."
Starlight Glimmer laughed. "Yes, your mom certainly has a thing for it." But she didn't talk any further on that and kept the subject on track. She could see Diamond Tiara beginning to open up and it almost brought a tear to her eye, as she had never expected things to go as well as they were beginning to. 
Diamond Tiara asked yet another question. "So you knew all of those pony's special talents?"
"Oh of course," Starlight Glimmer replied, although the tone quickly turned solemn. "I knew all about each of their special talents since I stripped them away, one by one..."
Diamond Tiara's eyes widened. That was a detail she wasn't aware of. Suddenly she fully realized that she was sitting across from somepony who in the not-so-distant past would have been a true villain. So villainous, in fact, that it took the town's most well-known heroes of friendship to stop her. In an instant, Diamond Tiara found herself simultaneously admiring and relating in so many ways to Starlight: the reformed villain who was innocently drinking a strawberry milkshake across from her. Starlight Glimmer had gone through so much more than she could have ever imagined, and Diamond Tiara felt her own problems seemed so small in comparison.
Starlight saw it in her eyes. "Alright, enough about me. I told you my deepest, darkest secrets. Now you tell me what's up between you and Apple Bloom."
Diamond Tiara felt a reflexive urge to be mean or callous, but after hearing Starlight be so raw and open with herself, she sighed, thought for a few moments, then shifted her milkshake aside. "Alright...here's the deal. I mean, we obviously used to be, like, mortal enemies or whatever. Everypony knew it. We spent...I spent years making fun of them, being mean...but then eventually, those three...well...they showed me...they...showed me..."
Tears began welling up in her eyes and she tried to push through. "They showed me that...I could be their friend too."
Starlight opened her mouth to reply, but Diamond Tiara kept going.
"And I was just so...happy and confused...but I didn't know how to be their friend. And well, I mean, I just...I wanted to--"
Starlight held back a few tears of her own, but stopped Diamond Tiara after realizing she was having troubles expressing herself. "I understand."
Diamond Tiara looked up at her, tears streaming down her face. "You do?"
Starlight looked back at her for a few moments, watching the tears stream down her cheeks and the light twinkle in her eyes. She suddenly felt feelings of duty and responsibility overcome her, but combined with something else that made her feel important like she'd never felt before. She was sitting across from someone so fragile, yet so talented and perceptive, and she felt an overwhelming sense of responsibility to do all she could to let the truly great parts of Diamond Tiara's character shine through.
"Of course I do," Starlight replied, half smiling with a tear in her eyes. "When Twilight and her friends offered me friendship at first, it took me ages to actually accept that it was really happening. And even afterwards, there were so many times I found myself doubting it. To be honest, I still occasionally have those doubts today." She rubbed a couple tears from her eyes. "I'm haunted by my own past, even though it's over and forgiven."
Diamond Tiara sniffled a couple times and calmed down. "Maybe you just need to forgive yourself."
Again and again and again, Starlight found herself astonished by Diamond Tiara's intuition. Those words hit her like a sack of bricks, her cheeks welling up as she fought back against a couple more waves of tears. She already knew that advice, but something about having it given to her by Diamond Tiara made it seem so much more meaningful. "Maybe you're right...and maybe you need to do the same with Apple Bloom and her friends."
Diamond Tiara looked confused, suddenly coming to the realization that she'd just given advice to somepony else that she needed the most herself. She'd always been great at seeing the faults and strengths of other ponies, and in the past tended to only focus on the faults, but when it came to herself she wasn't really capable of seeing either. "So...you're saying I should forgive myself for being so mean to them?"
Starlight nodded and smiled in agreement.
"But why haven't they done anything to be friends with me since then?"
"Well, friendship is a two way street," Starlight replied with a friendship-ism she'd absorbed from Twilight, grimacing internally for using something so cliche. "You have to give just as much as you take. The Cutie Mark Crusaders offered you friendship already. All you've gotta do is accept it." Starlight looked down and lowered her voice. "But that's the hardest part sometimes, and I say that from experience."
"You mean...I have to ask to go out and have fun with them?"
"Of course," Starlight replied with a smile. Diamond Tiara acted like an adult in so many ways, but every so often her childish naivete came out into the open. "How else would you expect it to happen? They're probably wondering why you haven't yet."
Diamond Tiara looked down again. "I guess that explains why they always act so...weird around me."
"That'd do it," Starlight replied, then took a big sip from her milkshake to finish it off.
Diamond Tiara sighed and thought to herself, considering saying something that she knew she truly wanted to say but had to fight back against an inner reflex to hide her feelings. But after a few moments of courage, she went ahead and said it.
"Thank you for...talking with me."
Starlight smiled again. After hearing that, she knew that Diamond Tiara was the best filly she could be a big sister to. 
Around them in the ice cream parlor, ponies of all shapes and sizes talked with one another as they continued talking. After awhile, their conversation drifted to other more positive things. Diamond Tiara shared a few stories about how she first met Silver Spoon, her first real friend, and Starlight talked about the adventures she'd been on with Twilight and the gang. Ponies shuffled in and out of the parlor for hours as the two of them spoke together at the booth in the back, bonding and engaging in a conversation that neither wanted to ever end. But eventually, it did, and they left together to part ways with promises to spend time together soon. 
Starlight returned to Twilight's castle where a few of her friends were apparently having a casual get-together with some tea and cakes. She noticed Rarity, Applejack and Rainbow Dash lounging together in the library around a fireplace and was immediately offered a seat together. The conversation drifted from topic to topic as they talked about stories from their days and other interesting bits of information. 
But eventually, the topic of their younger sisters came up, and a very wide smile grew on Starlight's face.
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