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		Description

A thousand years ago, Princess Celestia had to seal her own sister away in the moon and the Elements of Harmony lost their connection to her. Now, the elements of old have begun to awaken. However, new elements have begun to surface as well and new heroes must rise! And it starts with one boy's promise.
Note: The characters in this story will be human. However, they will have characteristics such as wings. Horns won't be necessary considering they channel magic through their hands. That being said, I hope you can all enjoy the story.
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		Prologue



Canterlot.  Fifteen years before Nightmare Moon's return...
Night had fallen on Canterlot, and a young boy was getting ready for bed. His parents had just finished telling him a bedtime story.The Legend of the Two Sisters. It was then that a question entered the boy's mind. "Mom?"
"Yes, Burst?" Lumina asked.
""The princess in the book, the older sister, is she Princess Celestia?"
Lumina shot a nervous look at her husband Aether before he answered. "Well...what makes you say that?"
Burst pouted. "Dad! You told me that Princess Celestia raises and lowers the sun. And the older sister in the story controlled the sun too."
Aether sighed. "Yes. The older sister in the story IS Princess Celestia. I met her many years ago. But why does that bother you Burst? The story has a happy ending..."
"No it doesn't!", Burst yelled! "Princess Celestia had to fight her own sister! She had to send her to the moon!" Burst then looked to the moon and focused on the shape of a woman that seemed embedded in it. "Why? Why didn't the Elements of Harmony save her?"
Aether let out a sad sigh. "I don't know Burst. To this day, I still don't know son. Luna, Princess Celestia's sister, wasn't evil. And yet she was sealed away all the same."
It was then that something sparked inside of Burst. "Then...then I'll change how this story ends! I'll be the one to finally give it a happy ending! Especially if it means I can make the princess smile."
Aether and Lumina blinked before smiling at their son. "Burst...", Lumina began. "Maybe you'll get to make that promise to the princess herself when you arrive at her school tomorrow." Lumina kissed her son goodnight while Aether tucked him in. "Goodnight Burst."
"Good night Mom..." As his parents left, Burst flipped through the pages of the story book to the picture of what was supposed to be Princess Celestia and lit up his magic to give himself some light. "I promise princess. One day. One day I'm gonna give this story a happy ending." Burst went to sleep and awaited the next day. He's just been accepted into Princess Celestia's school. When the next day came, Burst packed his things carefully. "Oh! I almost forgot!" Burst went over to his nightstand, and packed his plushie of Optimus Prime. As he finished getting dressed, Burst took care to hide his wings. "I don't get why Mom and Dad have me hide these, but I guess it's for a reason..." Burst then took a deep breath. "It's just you and me Prime. Let's roll out!" Burst and his parents soon arrived at Princess Celestia's school and he was dropped off. The sun shone brightly on Burst's white hair, and made the light blue tint on his skin slightly more present. "Here I go." Burst's first day went pretty well until he caught sight of another new student, a girl with lavender skin, violet eyes, and  indigo hair with a pink and purple streak get mocked by a few other students. Something that Burst wouldn't stand for. "Hey!", Burst called out! "Pick on someone else!" Burst watched the students back-off and helped the girl up. "So is it your first day too?"
The girl nodded. "Thanks! I'm Twilight! Twilight Sparkle."
"I'm Burst Stream.", Burst said with a smile. "I'd chat, but I gotta bolt!" Burst ran off to begin while Twilight went with Princess Celestia who appeared only after Burst had run off for class.
Later on...
Night was starting to fall, and Burst sighed as he carried his bags around with him. Man this place is something else. But the spells they're teaching me got nothing on Dad's magic! Burst smiled. I'll give this place a shot before I have Dad train me. That girl I met earlier seemed nice. So maybe I could make some friends. Until then... Burst then pulled his Optimus Prime plushie from his backpack. It's you and me Prime. Burst then paused as he looked at the area of the school and took note of the forking path. He noticed a symbol that looked like what was Princess Celestia's cutie mark. Well, looks like I've got my chance to make my promise to the princess! The only trouble is, I don't know what she looks like! Oh well. Burst took care to travel quietly and noticed that there weren't any guards tonight at what looked like the doors to the princess's chambers. As Burst got closer, he heard crying from the other side of the door. Burst opened the door and approached carefully. He saw a woman with pure white skin, a white dress. Her hair looked like a rainbow of light and seemed to flow in a nonexistant wind, and beautiful white wings were coming out of her back. Burst was awed by her beauty, but also noticed that she was the source of the crying. He also saw that she was crying at the moon. In specific, the shape of a woman that seemed embedded in the moon. Burst waited until he was about a foot away from her. "So you know about the legend of the two sisters too?" 
Celesita snapped her attention to the source of the voice! She was shocked to see a yound boy, a student of her school it seemed like, wearing shorts, a t-shirt and sneakers. He had snowy white hair. The moonlight seemed to make the faint blue tint to his skin glow, and what also caught here eye was the kind sapphire orbs that were his eyes. Celestia dried her tears and managed a smile. "I'm familiar with the story little one. But I suppose it ended happily."
Burst frowned. "But the story didn't end happily. Princess Celestia had to seal away her own sister. She's been alone for so long..." Burst lowered his head but picked it up with a small smile. "But it won't stay that way."
Celestia was puzzled. This boy...how did he know the truth? "What makes you say that?"
Burst stood up, raised his fist to the air, and smiled! "Because one day I'm gonna change how the story ends! Some books say Nightmare Moon will be released! Maybe if someone was willing to talk to her, if somebody was willing to be her friend, maybe she'd become Luna again. Then she and Princess Celestia can be happy again." Burst then looked into Princess Celestia's violet eyes. Not knowing that he was talking to the very person he made a promise to. He then offered her his Optimus Prime plushie. "I was going to give Optimus here to the princess, but you seem like you need it more. Hope he helps you sleep!" Celestia smiled as Burst handed her the plushie. "Well, good night!" Burst rushed off back to his own room.
Celestia looked down at the plushie Burst had given her, and smiled. "I hope you can little one..."

	
		Episode 1: A Hero Awakens Part 1



Ten Years Later....
Burst sighed as he headed home for summer break. While he was honored to be attending Celestia's School for Gifted Magi, he couldn't lie to himself by saying he enjoyed it there. Over half the stuff they've taught me I don't plan on using. I'm not hoping to be a famous wizard or something like Starswirl the Bearded. What I want... Burst's mind drifted to his childhood. He remembered every wall in his room plastered with posters of heroes like Optimus Prime, Goku, Power Rangers. ...What I want is to be a hero. One who can fulfill his promise. Burst knocked on his home's door and his father Aether opened the door with a grim expression on his face. "Dad? What's wrong?"
Aether sighed. "Son. We need to talk." Burst went inside and his father sat him down. "Burst. Do you remember when you got upset when you learned the truth of the Legend of the Two Sisters?"
Burst nodded. "Yeah. I made a promise to give that sad story a happy ending one day."
"You'll soon have your chance Burst." Aether said with a nod. "In five years, Nightmare Moon will break free of her banishment." 
Burst was shocked! "You mean she'll be able to return here to Equestria?!"
Aether nodded. "Indeed. But chances are, she'll not be in a happy mood. Which brings me to the matter at hand." Aether stood and gazed at Burst. "I'm going to train you Burst. And you needn't worry about your wings. You'll be needing them for this training and to combat Nightmare Moon should she not listen to reason. But I warn you. You'll have to withdraw from school. So I ask you: Are you ready?"
Burst took a breath. "How long's it going to take?" Burst then spread out his white dragon wings.
Aether smiled. "Three years. Four tops."
"Well, it's not like I made many friends at school.", Burst said with a shrug. "So when can we start?"
Aether steeled his gaze. "Now." And from then on, four years of intensive training took place. Aether trained Burst how to fly with his wings. He also schooled Burst in hand-to-hand combat and combining magic to empower his physical attacks. Aether also saw fit to teach Burst how to make good use of his magical abilities. Burst's magic training included sensing energy and magic signatures, learning defensive and shield spells. Lumina, his mother also saw fit to teach Burst healing spells should he get into a tough scrape. Aether also saw that his son learned offensive spells to handle himself in combat. "You know that special attack spell I created Burst?"
Burst nodded. "Yeah. You're finally teaching it to me?"
Aether smiled as he got into a stance and soon fired a blast of light energy that was crackling with lightning! "And that's only the basic level." From then on, Burst's training was expanded upon. In addition to his magic and flight training, Aether also trained Burst in wielding weapons as well as developing his body. He taught Burst how to use both projectile and melee weapons. "Burst. I think it's time I show you something." Aether led Burst to a chest and unlocked it. "Open it up son." Burst opened the chest and his eyes went wide! Inside was a set of twin blasters and a sword. Both seemed to be modelled after a white dragon with blue eyes. The blasters and sword were a whitish-silver in color. The blasters had a blue orb on either side of them that looked like a dragon's eye and thecharging chamber was modelled after a dragon's head while the barrel was normal and looked like a dragon's teeth were clenched on the sides. The sword was something else. It was double-edged sword that could be weilded with two hands or one while the tip of the blade ribbed out.The guards near the handle looked like a dragon's wings while the hilt of the sword looked like a dragon's head with a blue gem in the center. "These are called Duelist Arms. And they have chosen you as the weilder. Take them. They're yours." Burst picked up one of the blasters and the sword.
"They feel so light...", Burst marvelled as he practiced some sword strikes and fired a shot from his blaster! "Is it because they choose me? Or because I've been training so hard?" Burst looked in a mirror to see that he'd grown since he had started. He now had a lean, yet muscular form. All that training seemed to have the added benefit of shaping and toning his body. "Anyway, is there anything else I need to learn?"
Aether shook his head. "No. This was the last day of your training Burst. And it's also time you make your own life. So where will you go from here? Where will you make your new home?"
"Hmm. I think I'll settle in Ponyville.", Burst said with a smile. "It's not too big, or too small. So it sounds like a good place to settle down."
Aether smiled. "Well then, we'd better get you packed." Burst began packing his things. Duelist Arms included. Before he left, he hid his wings once again. As he was packing his clothes, his mother came in to give him something.
"I made this for you to wear. I think you'll like it.", Lumina said with a loving smile. She handed Burst a white coat that fell to a few inches from his feet. It also had slots for his wings to fit through. "I based it off that character you love so much. Dante, right?"
Burst smiled. "Thanks mom. I'll be sure to wear it whenever I need to look awesome." Burst hugged his parents goodbye as the carriage his father had chartered for him took off to Ponyville. Burst found the town was a pleasant place, and decided to head to the house that his parents had purchased for him. As soon as he opened the door, he was greeted by a stream of confetti and a girl with light pink skin pounced on him!
"Were ya surprised? Were ya? Were ya?", the girl nearly screamed.
Burst took a moment to gather his senses and noticed the girl had puffy pink hair akin to cotton candy, light pink skin, blue eyes, and her outift consisted of blue sneakers, jeans, and a white shirt with balloons on it. From the aura Burst sensed, she was an earthbound. Judging by the lack of wings and a horn, she was an Earthbound. Despite the girl pouncing on him, Burst couldn't help but smile along with her. Her energy seemed infectious. "That's one way to welcome a guy.", Burst said with a smile. "But could you please get off me? I'd like to start moving in."
"Sure!", the girl chirped as she got off Burst. "I'm Pinkie Pie by the way!"
"Name's Burst Stream.", Burst replied. "I just moved in. But how'd you know this was my house?"
Pinkie giggled. "My Pinkie Sense silly!"
Burst would have questioned her, but he was having too much fun guessing what the girl would do next. "Well, I guess this place doesn't have friendly faces in short supply. Think you can help me move in?" Pinkie nodded as she helped Burst with his bags. With Pinkie's help, Burst managed to get his clothes and personal items unpacked. In no time, Burst had hooked up his consoles to the TV in his house and all his clothes away in the closet. "Thanks for the help Pinkie. You're more organized than you let on."
"Aw, thanks Burst!" Pinkie then pulled Burst into a tight hug and then gasped! "Oh! I just remembered something! Be right back!" Pinkie zipped off leaving Burst speechless!
Burst decided he was better off just accepting Pinkie's randomness. "Well, I guess I'd better look around for some work. I gotta keep bits in my pockets and food in the fridge." Burst walked around town and came upon a building based off a carousel. Fortunately, there were flyers posted for a model for male garments. Well, this could be a good start. Or at least something to consider. Burst took a flyer and opened the door. "Excuse me? I'm here about the male model ad."
"Just a moment darling! I'll be right with you!", a female voice called out. Soon enough, a woman with white skin appeared. Her purple hair was styled in elegant curls. She was levitating some fabric with her violet magic, so that meant she was a magi. For a moment, Burst almost thought her hair was made of silk. She had blue eyes, and her outfit consisted of black boots, a purple skirt, and a white dress shirt. Rarity's jaw dropped when she saw Burst. "Oh...I do believe you'd be perfect for the job. Oh! Where are my manners? I am Rarity. Pleased to meet you darling."
"I'm Burst Stream.", Burst said with a smile.
"So what brought you to answer my ad?", Rarity asked. "Forgive a lady for prying, darling."
"Well, I'm new in town. I just moved here from Canterlot..."
"CANTERLOT?!", Rarity screamed! "Oh, how did I not see it earlier? You've got quite the defined look to you!"
Burst chuckled. "Hate to break it to you, but I'm no big-shot noble or royalty. Just a regular guy looking to keep food in his fridge."
Rarity composed herself. "Ahem. Yes. Well, I suppose I should inform you of the employment terms. You should understand that this job is part-time. I'll only call you in should I need you. So if you'd be so kind as to fill out this information form?" Rarity handed Burst a form, and he filled it out no problem. "Thank you darling." Rarity levitated the paper over to a folder with her magic as her hands glowed with a violet aura.
"No problem." Burst said with a smile. "The terms you have are quite generous Rarity."
"Think nothing of it darling.", Rarity said with a smile. Burst smiled as he left and continued his look around town. 
"Not a bad first day." As Burst was walking, he then felt a presence. Burst rolled out of the way as he saw a rainbow blur go speeding past him and screeching to a halt! The girl was a skyborn by the looks of her cyan wings. She had a rainbow mane, pink eyes, and her skin was cyan as well as her wings. Her outfit consisted of a light blue hoodie, jeans, and red sneakers as well as red fingerless gloves.
"Man! You dodged me without me even having to yell!", the girl said with a grin. "Sorry for nearly crashing into you! Name's Rainbow Dash! Fastest flier in Ponyville!"
Burst let out a chuckle. "With speed like that, I can see why. Name's Burst Stream. Newest resident of Ponyville. You thinking of joining the Wonderbolts with moves like that?"
Rainbow blushed! "Well...not EXACTLY moves like that...but I plan on joining all the same! Anyway, nice meetin' ya!" Rainbow Dash flew off leaving Burst to continue on his way. As Burst walked, he bumped into a girl by accident! Burst rubbed his head and looked to who he had bumped into.
"Sorry about that.", Burst said with a small smile. The girl was a skyborn with butter yellow skin and wings, pink hair, and was wearing a green sweater and a light pink skirt with slip-on green shoes. "You okay?" The girl nodded. "Good. I'm Burst Stream. Here's hoping that next time, I don't literally bump into you."
"I'm Fluttershy.", the girl said quietly.
Burst smiled. "That's a lovely name."
"You were able to hear me?", Fluttershy asked. 
Burst nodded. "I've got pretty good hearing. Among other senses." Burst's mind flashed back to his training when his dad was teaching him how to use and develop his other senses. He had made Burst walk witha blindfold, but it did help Burst hone his senses. "It was nice to meet you." Burst helped Fluttershy up and soon finished up his tour of Ponyville. When he got back home, the sun was starting to set. And once again, a shower of confetti greeted him!
"SURPRISE!", Pinkie cheered! Burst blinked and noticed the banner that was hung saying: WELCOME TO PONYVILLE BURST STREAM!
"You didn't have to do all this for me.", Burst said with a light blush.
"Of course I did!", Pinkie said with a smile. "We're friends!"
Burst smiled. "Might as well get to know my new friends then." Burst then started chatting with Pinkie Pie and found out she worked at Sugar Cube Corner. He also met with Rarity and found out she was quite the designer. When he spoke with Fluttershy, he discovered that she lived in a cottage full of animals that she took care of. As the party wore on, Burst grabbed a drink. "Huh. Fizzy Apple Cider..." Burst popped the bottle open and took sip. "WHOA. Canterlot's cider has nothing on this!"
"Glad ya like it partner!", an earthbound girl said with a twang in her voice. She had blonde hair, green eyes, and light orange skin. Her outfit was that of a farm girl. She was also fairly tall and had a muscular build to her."Mah family makes this cider. We also run Sweet Apple Acres. Name's Applejack! Nice ta meetcha!"
"Burst Stream. Pleasure meeting you too." Burst smiled as he shook her hand. "Gotta say. People are a lot friendlier here than in Canterlot. I think I'm gonna like it here." And so, Burst's life in Ponyville began.
Twilight's Arrival in Ponyville....
Burst let out a yawn as he woke up and stretched his wings before concealing them once again. "Better get dressed." Burst slipped on his clothes and went outside after eating breakfast. As he was walking, he noticed Pinkie freaking out over a girl with lavender skin and a baby dragon. The girl's outfit consisted of blue jeans, light purple sneakers, and a long sleeve shirt with dark purple sleeves and a lavender main portion. And from the aura Burst sensed from her, she was a magi. Wait. That girl... Burst walked over to the girl and tapped her on the shoulder. "Twilight?"
Twilight spun around. "Oh. Hello there. Do I know you?"
Burst frowned. "You met me on the first day of school at Celestia's School for the Gifted. You were getting picked on by some bullies and I stepped in."
Twilight gasped! "Burst!" Twilight then hugged Burst! "I can't believe I didn't recognize you! You've grown up a lot since I last saw you."
Burst smiled before looking down at the baby dragon wearing a purple long-sleeve shirt, green pants, and purple sneakers. His scales were purple and he had green hair. His tail was poking through a hole in his pants. "So who's this little guy?"
"I'm Spike! Twilight's Number 1 Assistant!", Spike said proudly.
"Nice to meet you.", Burst said with a smile. "So what brings you to my home?"
Twilgiht frowned. "Princess Celestia wants me to check on the preparations for the Summer Sun Celebration. She also said I needed to make some friends." Twilight then sighed. "But the fate of Equestria is in the balance!"
Burst kept his cool. Looks like I'm not the only one concerned about Nightmare Moon's return. I guess I won't have to face her alone after all. "Well, you've already got one friend besides Spike here. Me. Also, why did the princess send you in specific?"
"I'm her personal student.", Twilight said with a smile. "Also, we're friends?"
"Sure! You don't always need a reason to be friends with someone. In fact, I think you could stand to meet some of mine. Bur first, let me help you out with your checklist."
"Thanks Burst." The trio made their way to Sweet Apple Acres. 
"Hey Aj!", Burst greeted!
"Ah'll be! Burst!", Applejack said happily. "So who're yer friends?"
"This is Twilight and Spike. They're here checking on the preparations for the Summer Sun Celebration. So how's the food coming along?"
"A-OK on mah end!", Applejack said proudly. "Say, how about ya'll get a taste? It'll also be a good chance for ya ta meet mah family!"
"I don't know...", Twilight began before she felt herself being pulled by Burst's magic. "What?! Burst!"
Burst chuckled. "C'mon Twilight! Live a little!" Twilight sighed.
One gut-busting lunch later...
"I think I'll skip dinner....", Twilight groaned.
"Ditto.", Burst said with a nod. "So what's next on the list Spike?"
"Let's see....Oh yeah! Next we've gotta check on the music! The bird chorus in specific!", Spike said with a smile.
"I think I know who we're looking for.", Burst said with a smile. The three then found Fluttershy conducting a group of birds in their singing. Apparently, one of the birds was upstaging the others. However, Fluttershy hid behind her mane and whispered her name. Burst decided it would be a good time to leave, but Fluttershy scooped up Spike as they began to leave! She then began to nuzzle Spike almost mercilessly.
"Oh, he's so cute!", Fluttershy gushed as she nuzzled Spike.
"Nice to see someone appreciates me...", Spike said with a grin. Burst chuckled while Twilight rolled her eyes before she levitated Spike over with her magic. The three of them moved along to the weather. "Let's see...there's a Skyborn called Rainbow Dash who's supposed to be clearing the skies."
Twilight scanned the sky above. "Where is she?"
"Hmm. Either napping, or practicing her moves for joining the Wonderbolts.", Burst said with a nod.
"..How is it you know the people we've ran into?", Twilight asked.
"I've been living here for a year Twilight. I've gotten to be friends with them. Speaking of friends...HEY DASH!", Burst called out! Sure enough, Rainbow Dash came flying up to them!
"Where's the fire Burst?", Rainbow Dash asked.
"That would be me.", Twilight said with a nod. "The sky's supposed to be clear for the Summer Sun Celebration."
"Oh. I'll get to it! Just as soon as I'm done practicing my moves for the Wonderbolts!"
"Really? I don't think they'd let such a lazy pegasus join. I bet I could clear the sky in ten seconds with my magic.", Twilight said.
"Yeah? Well I could clear it in five!", Rainbow Dash huffed.
"Ya might wanna prove that now Dash.", Burst said with a smirk. Rainbow took off and cleared the sky in five seconds!
"There! Now I can practice my moves!" Rainbow then sped off! Leaving Twilight's hair a wreck.
Burst and Spike shared a chuckle before moving along to the next item on the list. Decorations. When they arrived at the town hall, Spike was lovestruck when he caught sight of rarity. "You know, I think I'll introduce you to her Spike.", Burst said with a smile. Spike freaked out!
"What?! But...but she's way older than me!"
"Funny. You had hearts in your eyes when you looked at her. Oh well.", Burst said with a shrug. "Hi there Rarity! These two are Twilight and Spike. They've come all the way from Canterlot to check on the decorations. So how're things going?"
"It's all coming together marvelously darling!" Rarity then noticed Twilight's hair disaster. "Oh dear...what happened to you?"
"A pegasus called Rainbow Dash.", Twilight said flatly.
Rarity huffed. "It figures. Well I can't very well let you walk about with your hair like THAT." Rarity set to work fixing Twilight's hair, and the group of three was on their way once again. The sun began to set, and Burst led Twilight to her new home. The Golden Oak Library. However, there was one last surprise for them all. Pinkie had thrown a surprise party for Twilight's arrival. As the party went on, Twilight accidentally drank some hot sauce, and dunked her head in the punch bowl to put the fire out! She then locked herself in her room.
Burst was worried. "C'mon Spike. Let's check up on her." The two went to see if Twilight was alright.
"You okay Twilight?", Spike asked. "The party's down there."
"That's the problem! Everyone in this town is crazy!", Twilight screamed before looking out to the stars and moon. "The legend says the stars will aid in her escape. The Summer Sun Celebration is tomorrow!" 
"Uh, Twi?", Burst said nervously. "I think you mean TODAY." Twilight jumped to her feet and saw that the sun would soon rise. "Better get to the town hall." The trio made their way over, and saw the mayor ready a curtain.
"Attention everybody! It is with great pleasure that I give you...PRINCESS CELESTIA!" As everyone cheered as the curtain was pulled back, they were soon shocked to find that the princess was no longer there! The mayor tried to get everyone to calm down. Then, laughter filled the room. A black swirl of magical energy that glistened with the power and light of the stars gathered on the balcony. A figure then formed from the swirl. It was a woman. She had pitch black skin, teal dragonic eyes, large black wings, and hair that looked like it was made of the night sky with stars swirling in it. She was wearing azure armor that only heightened her intimidating appearance. Burst narrowed his eyes. From the magical aura he sensed, she was an avatar! There was no mistaking it. Nightmare Moon had returned. As if her mere appearance wasn't scary enough, her voice was another matter.
"Oh, my beloved subjects. It's been so long since I've seen your precious sun-loving faces.", Nightmare Moon said with a vicious smile.
"What have you done with our princess?!", Rainbow Dash demanded! She was about to take off until Applejack brought her down with her rope!
Nightmare Moon then grinned. "Why, am I not royal enough for you?" She then loked angrily at the crowd. "Don't you know who I am?"Pinkie bounced as she listed off possible names, but Nightmare ignored her. "Does my crown no longer count, now that I have been imprisoned for a thousand years? Did you not recall the legend? Did you not see the signs?”
Twilight then stepped forward. "I did, and I know who you are. Y-" Twilight was then surprised to see Burst step forward with her. "Well, I guess I'm not the only one. You're the Woman in the Moon. Nightmare Moon!"
Nightmare Moon smiled down at Burst and Twilight and laughed! "AH HAHAH HAH HA HA HAHA HA! Well it seems I've not been totally forgotten during my banishment." She then turned her gaze to Burst. "And you, boy. How do you know of me?"
"I know who you are, and I know who you were...." Burst paused before continuing. "...Princess Luna."
Nightmare Moon froze and narrowed her eyes. "That name no longer has any meaning to me.", she said coldly.
"It did once. It can again.", Burst pleaded. The whole crowd was shocked! Burst was talking to Nightmare Moon without trembling. "I can't claim to know your pain, but I will say this. It wasn't fair that you were shunned and ignored. But that can all change! Don't you think your sister, Celestia, missed you?" Burst took a deep breath. "Please. There's no need to be angry anymore. Let Celestia go, and this sad story can finally have a happy ending."
Nightmare Moon paused before smirking at Burst. "You are quite courageous to speak so plainly. However, your plea falls on deaf ears. Remember this day my little subjects! For it will be your last!"
Burst sighed. "Then I'm sorry it came to this..." Nightmare Moon cocked her head in interest as Burst summoned his Duelist Arms. "I don't want to hurt you, but I WILL protect my home. I'll protect my friends." Burst then readied his sword and got into a fighting stance. Nightmare Moon blinked before chuckling and summoning a sword made of magic.
"So the little boy wants to sword fight." Nightmare Moon then got into a stance of her own. "Then prepare yourself!" Nightmare dashed at Burst with her sword, but Burst blocked it just in time! Nightmare smiled and put up a barrier that was large enough to give them fighting room. "I don't want anyone intruding on our dance." Nightmare and Burst then began to circle each other. "I can sense that great power lies within you."
"...Your point being?", Burst asked.
"Why fight me? Join me, and I promise you great riches and glory.", Nightmare Moon said with a smile. "Of course...I wouldn't mind having a handsome specimen such as you by my side on that long, eternal night."
Burst simply took a deep breath before answering. "You're right. I do have great power." Burst then pointed his sword at Nightmare Moon! "And I'm going to use it to protect my home, my friends, my family! If no one takes a stand now, no one ever will! So go ahead! List off all the ways you'll horribly torture me or whatever you have planned for all who defy you! If I can't be there for my friends, if I abandon them for the sake for power, then I've got to right to hold the weapons I have on me!"
Nightmare Moon, to the crowd's surprise, had a genuine smile on her face. "I must applaud your loyalty to those you hold dear. Such heroism is rare." She then steeled her face into a scowl. "However, I have no intention of forsaking my plans!" The two then charged at each other! Sparks flying as their blades clashed! The clanging of their blades rang through the building like thunder! As they locked blades, Nightmare Moon fired a blast of magic at Burst! Burst barely rolled out of the way and fired a few shots from his blaster! One managed to hit Nightmare Moon! "It appears you came prepared. You must have been well trained to hold your ground against me."
"I've been training for years should this moment happen.", Burst replied as he holstered his blaster. He then powered up his magic and a blue aura surrounded his hands as energy gathered! "WHITE LIGHTNING!" Burst fired the signature attack his father Aether had taught him! Nightmare Moon put up a shield, but it cracked from the force of the blast and knocked her to the ground! Burst charged forth and slashed at her, but she rolled out of the way and their blades clashed once more! As the battle raged on, Twilight couldn't believe it! Burst was holding his own against Nightmare Moon! An alicorn whose power rivalled Princess Celestia's! However, as the fight progressed, Nightmare Moon knocked Burst's weapons away! Burst then got into a fightning stance.
"Well. It's been a while since I ever engaged an opponent this personally.", Nightmare Moon said with a dark smile as she plunged her sword into the ground and getting into a stance. "Let's see what you're made of!" The two charged at each other and launched a series of punches and kicks! Nightmare blocked Burst's punch that was aimed at her face, and tried to punch Burst in his stomach! But Burst caught her fist and flipped her! Burst then began his own assault! Nightmare blocked a kick that was aimed at her side, but was winded when Burst landed a punch to her stomach! She then kicked Burst in his side! Burst winced, but recovered and tried to knee Nightmare Moon in the stomach! Nightmare strafed to the side and retrieved her sword! She then took to the air and dove at Burst! Trying to land a slash on him! Burst had to roll like crazy to avoid getting hit! "It's been fun. But I'm afraid your defeat is nearing."
If there was ever a time to no longer hide my wings..., Burst thought as he struggled to roll out of the way. ..that'd be now! As Nightmare Moon dove down again, Burst leaped into the air, and spread his wings! Ripping his shirt to shreds! Twilight's jaw dropped! Burst was an avatar himself! A MALE avatar with dragon wings! Burst then fired a shot from his blaster that grounded Nightmare Moon! "I'd  say the playing field's pretty even now."
Nightmare Moon rose to her feet. A surprised look on her face. "Tell me. Might I have the name of the warrior who managed to stand his ground against me?"
"My name is Burst Stream!", Burst said prouldy! "And I'll be the one to give your sad story a happy ending!" Burst then closed his eyes and began to channel energy into his fist. First time trying this move... As the energy gathered, Nightmare Moon flew towards Burst with her hands engulfed with the aura of her magic! When she was almost in front of him, Burst snapped his eyes open and unleashed his fist! "WHITE LIGHTNING....." a surge of energy sent Nightmare Moon flying and crashing through the barrier! "....OVERDRIVE!" A bright light flooded the room! Twilight and the rest of Burst's friends rushed up to congratualte him once the light faded.
"Burst...that was incredible!", Twilight cheered! "I can't believe you beat her!"
"I didn't.", Burst said sternly as he pointed in Nightmare Moon's direction. "Get back!"
Nightmare Moon dusted herself off and smirked. "Farewell for now my subjects. But know that I will be victorious! THE NIGHT WILL LAST FOREVER!" Nightmare Moon turned into a blue mist and flew off. Burst then looked to Twilight.
"Twilight. We need the Elements of Harmony. You head home and bring the girls with you."
"What about you?"
Burst looked back at her as he began to leave. "Me? I've gotta get properly dressed for the occasion..."
TO BE CONTINUED!

	
		Episode 2: A Hero Awakens part 2



As Twilight was informing the other girls about the Elements of Harmony, Burst returned to his house. He went to his room and pulled out the coat his mother Lumina had made for him. "Now's as good a time as any to break you in." Burst slipped the coat on and slid his wings through the slots his mom had put in. "Now to complete my look." Burst opened a drawer, and strapped on a pair of black fingerless gloves. Burst then put his blasters in the holsters that were on the back of his coat. He then fastened his sword to his back. "Let's rock." Burst then made his way over to Twilight's library. The girls were surprised to see Burst decked out in his gear. "Any leads as to where the elements are Twilight?"
Burst Stream Suited Up: http://sipioc.deviantart.com/art/Burst-Stream-676861100
Twilight nodded. "All the books point to the Castle of the Two Sisters. In the Everfree Forest. Although, I don't think the forest will be too much of a problem with you coming along."
Burst cracked a smile. "I've gotta keep my promise don't I?"
Rainbow Dash walked up to Burst with a grin. "You. Were. AWESOME! I don't think I've ever seen anyone fight like that! Who'd you train with to get that strong?"
"My dad.", Burst answered simply. "Not to sound like we're in a hurry, but we'd better get a move on. The fate of Equestria is in our hands. So let's go free Princess Luna and give the Legend of the Two Sisters a happy ending."
"Burst?", Twilight asked. "Why do you keep calling Nightmare Moon that name?"
Burst sighed. "Because the Legend of the Two Sisters is more real than you could ever think, and more sad than you could ever imagnine." Burst looked at the girls. "You see Princess Celestia is the older sister in the story. Princess Luna, her younger sister, was the one who turned into Nightmare Moon. Princess Celestia was forced to seal away her only family in the moon for a thousand years." Burst's expression then saddened. "All those years alone...it's no wonder the neglect and jealousy drove her down this path." Burst then steeled his gaze. "That's why we NEED to get the Elements of Harmony. To restore Luna to her old self." All the girls' eyes were tearing up.
"I can't speak for all of us, but let's do it!", Rarity cheered. The girls seemed to nod in agreement. 
"Then let's go." Burst and the Mane 6 were about leave, but he caught Spike trying to leave. "Spike. You stay here."
"Burst's right.", Twilight said as she knelt down to face Spike. "It's too dangerous."
"But...but I want to help you!", Spike pleaded. Burst noticed the drake's sadness and put a hand on his shoulder.
"Listen Spike. You want to help, right?" Spike nodded. "Well the best way to do that is to stay here. If we fail, if we don't come back, it's all up to you. So promise me as a man Spike. Promise to all of us that you'll take care of Ponyville!" Spike's eyes blazed with determination and he and Burst fist-bumped. "That's the spirit buddy." Burst got to his feet. "Let's go." Burst and the Mane 6 made their way to the Everfree Forest. "If any of you want to turn back, go now. From here on, there's no going back." None of the girls answered. "Then let's keep moving." As they walked Fluttershy tugged on Burst's sleeve. "Something up Flutters?"
"No. It's just...you must not be scared if you're willing to go into such a scary place.", Fluttershy said sheepishly.
"But I AM scared Fluttershy.", Burst replied. "I'm scared for my family. I'm scared for all of you. I'm scared what'll happen if we don't make it. But if I let that fear control me, then I'm never going to come close to keeping my promise."
"That brings up an interesting question darling. You said you made a promise to free Princess Luna.", Rarity noted. "Who EXACTLY did you make that promise to?"
"Well...I made that promise to Princess Celestia. Or at least, the picture of her in the story book that told the legend of the two sisters.", Burst said with a light blush. "When my dad told me the truth of the story, something sparked inside me. I promised that I'd give that sad story a happy ending. That way Princess Celestia could be happy. Heh. It's weird that I've never even seen her though." All the girls collectively 'aawed' at Burst's promise. The group then halted when they heard a roar! A manticore was charging right at them!
"Uh, Burst?", Rainbow Dash asked. "Now would be a good time to make with the shooting!" 
"No. This isn't right!" Burst picked up on something odd with the manticore's energy. "Something's making him angry! We've gotta try and remove whatever's got him so mad!" Rarity kicked the manticore in the face!
"Take that you ruffian!", she said with a pout! Applejack tied the beast down with her rope and brought it to the ground! Twilight was preparing to fire off a spell, but Fluttershy stepped in front of them!
"WAAAIIIT!", she screamed as she stood in the path of the rest of the girls. "Applejack? Could you please untie him?" Applejack cautiously undid her rope's binds. The manticore got up and roared at Fluttershy! However, Fluttershy just rubbed the side of his face. "There, there. Let me see your paw." The manticore showed Fluttershy his paw, and she plucked a thorn out of it. "There you go." The manticore let out another roar before promptly licking Fluttershy's face! "Hehe! That tickles!" Fluttershy pet the manticore as he walked off.
"Fluttershy...how did you know?", Twilight asked.
Fluttershy shrugged. "I didn't. Sometimes, we all need a little bit of kindness."
"Something we should all keep in mind.", Burst said with a smile as the group kept moving. Soon, they came upon an area dense with trees. However, a blue mist had floated through the grove. Suddenly, everyone was freaking out! All except for Pinkie who was making funny faces at the trees and giggling.
"What's got her laughing?", Twilight asked. She then looked to see Burst was busting a gut laughing! "Burst, what's so funny?!"
"I-Isn't it obvious?", Burst said as he got a grip on the situation. "Here we are. A bunch of grown people. And we're...Pffft! We're all freaking out and screaming over a bunch of trees! It's pretty hilarious!" The rest of the Mane 6 started to giggle before it escalated into full-blown laughter! A mist seemed to lift from the grove and the trees returned to normal.
"Awww! I had a song planned.", Pinkie said with a pout. Burst patted Pinkie on the back.
"Will a hot fudge sundae make up for it?" Pinkie nodded excitedly. "Good. I'd hate to see you not smile..." The group continued, and soon found a sea serpent sobbing. From the looks of things part of his moustache had been cut off. Man. What a shame. He really had that look going for him..., Burst thought. Twilight and the girls had asked what was wrong, and the sea serpent explained. Rarity then had an idea.
"I hope you don't mind sir, but I'll be needing one of your scales..." Rarity used her magic to remove a scale from the serpent, and cut off most of her hair before using her magic to weave it into the serpent's moustache. "There you are darling! Good as new. Now the only problem is crossing..." The serpent made a bridge with his body.
"Allow me.", The serpent said with a grateful smile. The group then crossed the river and continued on their way.
"You know Rarity?", I think your name suits you.", Burst said with a smile.
"Really? What makes you say that darling?"
Burst winked. "A women that has great inner AND outer beauty is a rare sight."
Rarity blushed! "That's very kind of you darling." The group soon saw the Castle of the Two Sisters in the distance. However, the ledge Twilight was on gave way! Fortunately, Applejack caught her just in time! Applejack looked below Twilight and an idea came.
"Twilight. You need to let go.", Applejack pleaded.
"Are you crazy?!", Twilight protested!
Applejack shook her head. "You'll be fine Twilight. Ah ain't lyin'!" Twilight gulped as she let go of Applejack's hand only to be caught by Rainbow Dash! The two landed safely on firm ground. "See? I told ya sugarcube." Twilight smiled, and the group continued. They soon came to a broken bridge.
"Hey Dash?", Burst asked. "Think you can get the bridge back up?"
"No problem!", Rainbow said with a grin as she flew across and prepared to tie up the ropes that anchored the bridge. Then, she heard a voice.
"Raiiinbooow....", The voice called out.
"Who's there?!", Rainbow Dash demanded! 
"We've been waiting for you Rainbow. We're impressed by your skill."
Rainbow Dash basked in the praise. "Thanks! You guys with the Wonderbolts? I've been trying to get in since forever!"
"No Rainbow. We want you to join OUR team." A trio of shadowy skyborn stepped out of the shadows. They looked like the Wonderbolts, but their flight suits were dark purple and black instead of blue. And the badges on their suits were skulls with lightning bolts. "We're the Shadowbolts. We're the greatest flying team in the Everfree Forest! And we've been looking for the fastest..." The lead Shadowbolt began to circle Rainbow Dash. "We want the bravest...."
"Yes..."
"We want...you.", The lead Shadowbolt finished as she offered Rainbow her hand. On the other side, Twilight's eyes widened at the sight of the Shadowbolts! Burst unholstered one of his blasters, but the lead Shadowbolt noticed and summoned fog that clouded Burst's vision! "So what do you say Rainbow?"
"Cool! Just let me tie up the bridge and-"
"NO! It's either them, or us! What's it going to be?"
Rainbow Dash paused in thought for a moment. "You....thank you. For the offer I mean. But I've got more important things to take care of right now." Rainbow Dash turned her back on the Shadowbolts and set to work tieing up the loose ropes that suspended her end of the bridge. The Shadowbolts turned into a pile of blue mist, and slithered off into the Castle of the Two Sisters. The rest of Rainbow's group crossed and entered the castle. Soon enough, they found five stones.
"I'm guessing those would be the Elements of Harmony.", Burst said with a smile. "Twilight? I'm sure you've got things from here. However, I'm sticking with you. No telling what might happen next."
Twilight nodded. "The legends say a spark will ignite the elements. Here goes nothing..." Twilight focused her magic while the rest of the Mane 6 walked off to stand watch. However,Twilight was soon interrupted as Nightmare Moon appeared out of a blue mist!
"You've done well to make it this far.", Nightmare Moon said with a smirk. "Sadly, your journey ends here!" Nightmare was about to strike Twilight until Burst leaped in front of her! "Well, well. It seems our paths cross yet again."
Burst drew his sword and looked to Twilight. "Twilight. You focus on awakening the Elements." Burst then turned his gaze to Nightmare Moon. "I'll handle her." Burst got into a fighting stance. "I hope you don't mind us dancing again?" Burst said with a smirk.
Nightmare Moon smirked. "Truth be told, I was hoping for this." Nightmare summoned her own sword and the two crossed blades! Burst cast a barrier spell to protect Twilight and the elements. However, Nightmare Moon noticed. "I don't think so!" As soon as Twilight had made a spark of magic, Nightmare Moon stomped the ground and unleashed a shockwave that shattered the stones that were once the Elements of Harmony! Burst was knocked to the ground from the shockwave and got to his feet! "You little fools! Did you really think you could best me? The night shall last forever!"
Burst narrowed his eyes! "Not if I have anything to say about it!" Burst charged at Nightmare! At the same time, Twilight heard the other girls heading her way! It was then that the true spark ignited within her. As soon as the rest of the Mane 6 arrived, Twilight stood confidently. Burst saw what was going on, and broke off his attack. "Hate to break it to you Nightie, but you've already lost!"
Twilight smiled. "You thought you could destroy the Elements? Well you can't! Because they're right here! Fluttershy, who took the time to assist the manticore, represents the Element of Kindness!" Some stone shards hovered around Fluttershy and glowed pink! "Pinkie Pie, who banished fear, represents the Element of Laughter!" More shards gathered around Pinkie and glowed a light blue! "Rarity, who gave up her own hair to aid the sea serpent, represents the Element of Generosity!" Shards then hovered around Rarity glowing a brilliant violet! "Applejack, who was true to her word, represents Honesty!" The shards that hovered around Applejack glowed orange! "And Rainbow Dash, who stayed by our side through everything, represents Loyalty!" The shards that hovered around Rainbow Dash glowed a brilliant red! 
Nightmare Moon froze in horror. "But...but that's only five! You still need one more element!"
"I thought that the spark had to with magic. But I was wrong. It was from a stronger force! These five girls proved themselves to be good friends, and their elements signify that! And when the five come together, that creates the most powerful element of all! The Element of Magic!" The stones that hovered around the other girls transformed into necklaces while a crown with the Element of Magic materialized and landed on Twilight's head! Nightmare Moon scowled and prepared to fire a blast of magic at the girls! But Burst grappled with her! "Burst!"
"Twilight! Use the Elements! NOW!", Burst screamed!
"Fool!", Nightmare Moon hissed! "You'll get blasted too!"
"Maybe. But that's a small price to pay to bring back Luna!", Burst spat with fire in his eyes! Twilight and the girls then unleashed the power of the elements! Both Nightmare Moon and Burst were caught in the blast of harmonic magic! When the light died down, Burst was alright! However, the only thing left of Nightmare Moon was her armor. Burst noticed some movement over where Nightmare Moon's helmet once stood, and smiled. "Well, my job's done." As Burst began to leave, Twilight and the girls were met with Princess Celestia.
"Princess!" Twilight promptly bowed. Celestia smiled.
"Well done my faithful student. You've found the Elements and restored them. Now, Nightmare Moon has been defeated."
"But that's the thing.", Twilight said sadly. "I wanted to show her a better way. So did Burst...."
Celestia smiled as she noticed some movement from Nightmare Moon's armor. "I'd say you did. You let the magic of friendship inside you. Now if only another would do the same..." Celestia walked over to the source of the movement and removed the armor to find a little girl with light blue skin, wings, and hair who had teal eyes, and was wearing a small black tiara with a cornflower blue dress and silver shoes. "Princess Luna. You've been away for such a long time. But we were meant to rule together little sister. Will you accept my friendship?"
Luna ran to Celestia and wept! "I'm sorry! I missed you so much big sister!"
Twilight smiled and then noticed Burst leaving. "Burst! Why don't you come over here! We couldn't have done this without you! Now you can tell the princess you fulfilled your promise!" Celestia was confused as to who Twilight was talking about.
"Twilight? Who's Burst?", Celestia asked.
"When Nightmare Moon returned, Burst fought her at Ponyville! He even managed to defeat her for a while. He even managed to hold her off while we revived the elements! Oh! And he's a male avatar!" Twilight saw Burst walking over. "Here he is!" When Burst stepped into the sunlight, Celestia's eyes went wide! Burst himself was speechless for a moment before he pointed at Celestia.
"I remember...", Burst said with a smile. "You're the lady I gave my Optimus Prime plushie to! Or shoud I say, your highness?" Burst then bowed before facing Celestia again. Celestia couldn't believe it! "I guess I kept my promise to you after all."
Celestia was in awe. This was the same boy who had spoke to her. The same who had promised to save Luna. Though he may have grown, those eyes of his stayed the same. Celestia smiled. He's grown so much since that night. She then noticed Burst's dragon wings. And it looks like there was more to him than I thought. "You certainly have. But I never got your name."
"My name's Burst Stream!", Burst said with a smile. "And I should thank you. It's nice to know you're even more beautiful than that picture in the old story books." Celestia lightly blushed at the compliment. "Come on everyone! Something tells me, it's party time!"
After one epic party....
Celestia had just put Luna to bed and tucked her in. She then made her way to her room and picked up something from her night stand. It was the same Optimus Prime plushie Burst had given her all those years ago. "You were able to keep your promise." Celestia smiled warmly as she remembered little Burst promising to her without even knowing. "Burst Stream. There's so much I'd like to know about you..." Celestia climbed into bed and drifted off to sleep.
Ponyville, Burst Stream's house...
Burst stretched as he got ready to go to bed. Then, he saw a glow coming from his Duelist Arms. Then, a voice spoke to him. "You are the Element of Power." Burst was confused. "The others shall awaken soon as well. With them you will find great friends. Never lose sight of your heart. That is what makes you a true hero." Burst was confused as to what the voice meant, but smiled all the same. 
"Looks like I've got plenty more friends to make." As Burst climbed into bed, his thoughts turned to Celestia. And maybe...there's someone who could be something more than that....
The Castle of the Two Sisters....
A faint trail of blue mist slithered along the ground from the remains of Nightmare Moon's armor. One tiny speck of teal was at the center of it. Burst Stream..., Nightmare's forming spirit thought. You intrigue me. Maybe once I develop fully, we can meet on better terms. I suppose I should thank the elements. Now? Now I'm my own entity. First? I need to rest. We will meet again....

			Author's Notes: 
Thanks to Sipioc for the excellent work on Burst Stream!


	
		Episode 3: Power and Potential



Manehattan, Night....
"LADIES AND GENTLEMEN!", An announcer cried out! "IT'S WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT I GIVE YOU TONIGHT'S ENTERTAINMENT! INFERNO FLARE!" The stage lit up to reveal a young man with black skin, red eyes, and black hair with red streaks styled as Joseph Joestar. He had a confident smile as he gripped his electric guitar.
Quite the crowd tonight..., Inferno thought with a smile. Fitting for this sort of performance. Inferno slung his electric guitar to his front and began to play! He also sang as the other members of his band played their instruments! The crowd screamed as the band played on! Inferno finished his performance with a blazing solo! The crowd cheered like crazy after the band concluded their performance. Inferno smiled as he waited for the crowd to quiet down. "Thank you all for coming out here tonight. Fans like you make these performances all the more worth it!" Inferno then frowned. "Which brings me to a less than happy announcement. The reason we went all-out tonight, was because this was our last performance. We had a good run, but now we've decided to settle down. Thank You." The crowd was saddened at the news as Inferno and his bandmates packed up their things. Inferno went to his dressing room and removed his shirt to stretch his black dragon wings. Being a rockstar was fun and all, but I've had my fill of it. Especially since all the gossip magazines are just waiting for me to screw up. Inferno sighed. Imagine if they found out that the lead guitarist and singer was an avatar. They'd have a field day or try to ship me with one of the princesses! I guess the only question now it where to settle down? Canterlot's too stuffy, Manehattan's too noisy since I want to quit my rocker lifestyle. Hmmmm. Inferno then came upon a newspaper he had bought earlier and his hand lit up with a red magic aura as he lifted his arm to levitate the paper over. It entailed Nightmare Moon's defeat and the new Bearers of Harmony. Ponyville it is then. It's mostly quiet if the newspaper indicates correctly. Inferno then noticed a red glow coming from his guitar case. He opened it up and saw that the sword his mother had given him was glowing. He also heard a voice. 
"Follow your heart. It shall unlock your potential.", The voice said. Inferno blinked to make sure he wasn't going crazy.
"Well, I know where I'm going next..."
Ponyville, Morning...
Burst had just gotten dressed in his signature outfit. So much for me wearing this coat rarely. But what can I say? It's awesome! Burst finished breakfast, and went about Ponyville. Everywhere he went, people would wave at him. "Better get to cloud busting. Can't belive I wound up getting another job so soon..." Burst flapped his wings and took to the air. He then set to work helping Rainbow Dash clear up some clouds. "There we go." Burst finished busting the last cloud. Burst soon landed on the ground and inspected his outfit. "I guess I'd better have Rarity check up on my coat. She'd probably freak out if it got damaged." As Burst made his way to Carousel Boutique, Inferno had already arrived ahead of him.
Good thing all that time picking out wardrobes gave me an eye for detail., Inferno thought with a smile as he went in. As Inferno entered, Sweetie Belle took note of him. It didn't help she has a magazine that had his picture. However, she wanted to be sure and walked up to him. Needless to say, Inferno was reasonably surprised. "Um, hi?"
Sweetie Belle scratched her head as she looked him over. "Huh. You sure don't look like your picture here." Sweetie Belle showed Inferno the picture of him rockin out with a guitar. "You sure you're a rockstar?"
Inferno let out a chuckle. "I was. But maybe you don't know that I gave up on that life."
Sweetie Belle gasped! "But your music is so cool! Why would you give that up? I don't know what I'd do if I gave up singing..."
Inferno knelt down and smiled. "Don't get me wrong. I still plan on rocking out, but purely as a hobby. As for your singing, don't give up on that. If you've got a passion for something, then you've got the potential to be great at it!"
Sweetie Belle smiled. "Thanks! So what brings you to my sister's shop anyway?"
"Oh. I'm answering the ad she put up in town. I've got plenty of bits, but I'd like something to keep me occupied.", Inferno answered. "Is she in right now?"
"Rarity! Another person's answered your ad! Another guy!", Sweetie Belle called out!
"On my way Sweetie Belle...", Rarity answered as she walked over. Rarity took in Inferno's outfit. It consisted of a red tank top, black pants with flames on the sides of the legs, and red sneakers. "I see you have an eye for style darling. So what's your name?"
Inferno was stunned by her beauty. She's got looks that would rival a model's! "Inferno Flare. I'm a recent move-in, and I'm pretty good with clothes."
"Probably because you've had to change outfits so much when you were a rockstar.", Sweetie Belle chimed in.
Rarity blinked. "I thought your name sounded familiar. Still..." Rarity took in Inferno's appearance. "You weren't what I was picturing when I thought of when the word 'rockstar' came to mind."
Inferno smiled. "In a good way, or a bad way?"
"Oh, I meant in the best way possible darling!", Rarity said with a giggle. "You certainly have quite the dashing appearance. Plus, I've been looking for someone who's had experience performing!"
"That's pretty generous of you Miss Rarity.", Inferno said with a chuckle.
"Just Rarity is fine darling. And I AM the Element of Generosity after all." It was then that Burst walked in. "Oh! Hello Burst! I was wondering when you'd drop by." Inferno then turned to face Burst. He froze when he saw that Burst had dragon wings like him! Burst also stopped to take note of Inferno's presence.
"Hey there!", Burst greeted. "You new too?"
Inferno nodded. "Yeah. Just moved in." Inferno then extended his wings. "But it looks like I'm not the only one who's got more than meets the eye to him. By the way, you wouldn't happen to have weapons that are modelled after a monster would you?" Inferno summoned his sword and blaster in a flash of flame!
"Actually..." Burst summoned his weapons in a surge of energy! "...I do. Wait. Did your weapons ever glow and did you hear a voice?"
"...How did you know that?!", Inferno asked.
"Same thing happened to me.", Burst said with a nod. The two then noticed that their weapons were glowing! Suddenly, two dragon spirits sprang forth form their Duelist Arms! "Whoa!" The spirit from Burst's weapons was a white dragon with blue eyes while the spirit from Inferno's weapons was a black dragon with red eyes. "Hey...you two wouldn't happen to be the voices we heard, would you?" The dragon spirits nodded.
"I am Blue-Eyes. I represent the Element of Power.", the white dragon spirit said.
"And I am Red-Eyes. I represent the Element of Potential.", the black dragon spirit replied.
"What do you mean you represent elements?", Inferno asked. "I thought the only elements were the Elements of Harmony."
Red-Eyes shook his head. "They WERE. But as the old elements have revived, we new elements were born. And our aspects live on in you two. But you will not be the only ones. For others will join you on your path. You all have what it takes.
Burst was confused. "And what's that?"
Blue-Eyes smiled. "You two are the first of a new set of elements. The Elements of Heroism. And others will join you."
"So there's going to be four more possible friends?", Burst asked.
Blue-Eyes shook his head. "No Burst. There will be more than that. It takes a lot to be a hero. Something you've proven since you battled Nightmare Moon. And now, we bid you farewell...." Blue-Eyes and Red-Eyes faded away leaving all the occupants of Carousel Boutique awed. Inferno was the first to recover and find his voice.
"So we could be heroes.", Inferno thought with a smile. "Gotta say. That's a better use of my potential than a rockstar." Inferno then looked to Burst. "So you REALLY tangled with Nightmare Moon?"
Burst nodded and smiled. "Care to take me on?"
"...Bring it!", Inferno said with a smirk. The two headed for a non-populated area and both got into fighting stances. "So who taught you how to use your Duelist Arms?"
"My dad. You?"
"Mom made sure I could handle them.", Inferno said with a shrug. "Hope you're not expecting me to go easy!"
Burst smirked. "I could say the same to you!" Meanwhile, Twilight and the Mane 6 had just arrived to see the sparring match. Burst and Inferno charged at each other and locked blades! Sparks flew as their blades crossed! "You're pretty good!" The two broke their sword lock and their clash began anew! Each sound of the blades crashing against each other rang through the field! 
"Time to light this duel up!", Inferno said with a smile! Flames suddenly wrapped around his sword! "Let's see how you handle this!" Inferno charged at Burst!
"So you can do that trick too huh?", Burst said with a smile as he charged up his blade with energy! Lightning danced along the blade as Burst began his own charge! The two's blades seeming to contain the fury and power of the dragon spirits that had faded away! "Gotta say Inferno. You're the first person I've felt a bond with!"
Inferno chuckled. "Me too. It's not easy to find friends when you've got the life of a rock star. No private life while you're in the spotlight and your life is pretty much a display case." The two broke off their sword fight and readied their blasters! The two charged up their blasters and fired! Burst's twin blasters fired two powerful blasts of energy while Inferno's fired off a single shot! The two blasts were roaring as they tried to engulf the other! Inferno's had the lead first, but was overwhelmed by the twin shots from Burst's blasters! Inferno was knocked to the ground from the force of the blast! Burst walked over and helped Inferno up. "You know? I think this is the beginning of an EPIC friendship."
"Well, I could use a best friend.", Burst said with a smile. "Wanna play video games after this? I got Smash Bros. and Street Fighter."
Inferno smiled. "Dibs on Ken! But first, I'd better get a place to stay at."
"I believe I can remedy that darling.", Rarity said with a smile. "Carousel Boutique doubles as my place of residence. There's a guest room that's not in use. I hope that should suffice."
Inferno grinned. "Trust me gorgeous. It's more than enough."
The Events of the Ticket Master...
The next morning, Burst woke up and went outside to check his mailbox. He was searching through his mail when he came upon a letter with a seal that looked like Princess Celestia's cutie mark. Wasting no time, Burst opened up the letter to find a ticket to the Grand Galloping Gala. He then promptly sighed. Great. The most boring event I ever heard of. Burst remembered the time his dad had told him about the gala. He had hated every dull moment. It was then that Burst had an idea. That settles it. I'm gonna accept this invite, and I'm going to make things go crazy! Still, I'd better hold off on going alone. I'd better invite Inferno along. And if what those spirits told me is true, I should plan on having at least five more tickets in advance. Burst wrote to Princess Celestia, and sent her the letter via magic. "It's not like she'll actually..." A new letter poofed into existence in Burst's hand! "...Or maybe she will reply quickly." Burst opened the letter and read it. "Dear Burst Stream. I am pleased that you notified me that you would have some extra company to this year's gala. I hope to see you there. HRH, Princess Celestia. P.S., Luna says hello." Burst smiled. "Well, I guess I'd better tell Inferno the good news." Burst headed over to Carousel Boutique where Rarity was listing off her gala plans since she'd found out Twilight had gotten two tickets.
"So what're you looking forward to most?", Inferno asked as he took a drink of his orange juice.
"Oh! I plan on meeting HIM!", Rarity said in bliss! "Prince Blueblood! The nephew of Princess Celestia!"
Inferno then promptly sputtered on his napkin! "...Wait. You're gushing over that guy?"
"Darling, he's been voted as Equestria's picture of a gentleman!"
Inferno frowned. Oh if only she knew. Inferno recounted when he and his band had played at Canterlot. The aforementioned magi prince had been in attanedance. And he was by far the rudest person Inferno had ever seen! Blueblood had constantly insulted Inferno's music style, but that wasn't what made Inferno made. No. What really set Inferno off was how rude Blueblood was to the rest of the audience! Had the spoiled brat not left of his own accord, Inferno would have had half a mind to ask him to leave himself. And if he didn't? ...Things would've escalated. "Just...be careful around him Rarity." Inferno then noticed Burst walk in. "Hey Burst! You look like you're in a good mood."
Burst smiled. "Sure am! I scored us some gala tickets! And I plan on turning that place into an actual fun event. Care to help me destroy the place?"
Inferno had a small smile on his face at hearing Burst's intent. Nice! A chance to keep an eye on Rarity and give Blueblood the what-for should the need arise. "Let's wreck it."
"Glad to hear you're on board." Burst left and ran into Twilight and Spike being chased by a mob of people! "Uh-oh." Burst flew off and scooped up Twilight! "Need a lift away from this crazy?"
Twilight nodded. "Yes! Home! Please!" Burst and Twilight soon arrived at the library and locked themselves in. "It was bad enough when my friends were hounding me over my extra gala ticket! Now the whole town is going crazy! AGH! The only thing making this worse is all the reasons my friends want to go! And I've only got one extra ticket!"
"Why not write to the princess?", Burst asked. "It's what I did."
Twilight's jaw dropped. "WHAT?!"
"Yeah. I wrote her a letter saying I was expecting some extra company, so she gave me five extra tickets. If you do the same, I'm sure she'll understand!", Burst said with a smile. "After all, Princess Celestia seems like one of the nicest people in existence."
Twilight managed to smile. "You know, I'm only sad I didn't think of that earlier. Spike? Take a letter." Soon enough, five new tickets were sent to Twilight via dragon fire. "Looks like you were right Burst. Thanks for the rescue."
Burst shrugged. "Hey. Someone's gotta play the hero." And with that Burst left to form his own gala plans while Twilight gathered her friends to tell them the news. I wonder if I'll get the chance to show Princess Celestia a good time? Inferno walked up to Burst.
"So I take it you helped solve Twilgiht's ticket problem?", Inferno asked.
"Uh-huh. Though, it was kind of funny seeing the whole town chasing after her. Anyway, we still on for Street Fighter today?"
Inferno smiled. "You know it! Plus, we can actually mimick the moves in real life thanks to our powers!"
"Well, power and potential go hand in hand. I guess that's why we're friends so easily." The two shared a fist-bump. "So anyway, I plan on turning the gala into a REAL party. Wanna hear the details?"
A mischievous smile graced Inferno's face. "What did you have in mind?"

	
		Episode 4: Overwhelmed



	Burst and Inferno were walking about Ponyville. "Man. Hard to believe all the craziness that happens in one town.", Inferno said as he and Burst walked. "First there was Nightmare Moon's return, and then there was the whole town chasing after Twilight yesterday!"
"Well, at least things don't stay boring.", Burst said with a smile. "Plus, it's got the right balance with some quiet moments."
"True enough. So do you think the other Elements of Heroism that are supposed to awaken will have Duelist Arms too?"
"I don't know. We were given our Duelist Arms. Whoever these other awakening elements are, they'll be chosen regardless of the fact whether or not they've got weapons like ours. I'm the Element of Power because I use even though I have great power, I'm responsible because I use it to protect those who don't. So, with great power comes great responsibility."
"Nice comic reference. Then I guess I'm the Element of Potential because I see the potential in everyone and I always do my best with all my life's passions.", Inferno said with a smile. "Makes you wonder what the other elements are."
"All good questions to consi-Oof!" Burst accidentally ran into someone! "Sorry about that. Second time in my time here. You alright?" The guy Burst had run into had white skin, teal eyes, purple hair styled like Leon Kennedy, and his outfit consisted of grey jeans, blue sneakers, a white jacket, a purple shirt with a snowflake on it, and a purple scarf. He was also a skyborn, but what stuck out were that his wings were like ice!
"Yeah. I'm fine. Hey...you're that alicorn that fought Nightmare Moon! Burst Stream right?"
Burst nodded. "That's me."
"And next to you is Inferno Flare! Former hottest rockstar in Equestria!", the guy continued.
"You know who we are, but who are you?", Inferno asked.
"Name's Arctic Ace! But call me Ace please.", Ace said with a smile.
"Your wings reflect your name.", Burst said with a nod. "So what kind of job do you have in town?"
"Well besides the weather team, I'm also good at making works of art out of ice!", Ace said with a smile. "Thanks to my pegasus magic, I can work with ice and snow."
"Sounds cool. No pun intended.", Burst said with a chuckle. "So where were you off to?"
Ace shrugged. "Truth be told, I was just roaming around. I've got no plans and no friends."
"How about we fix that?", Inferno suggested. "Burst and I were on our way to Sweet Apple Acres. How about ya come with? It'll give you something to do and we can get to know each other in the process."
Ace smiled. "Sure!" The group was about to move out when they felt the ground rumbling and looked towards the outskirts. A stampede was running rampant! "On second thought, maybe we'd better take to the air!" The three took to the air and saw Applejack driving the stampede away from town. "That girl is either brave, or crazy!"
Burst nodded. "Probably a bit of both. But you can't argue the fact that she's sure as heck dependable." Burst, Inferno, and Ace soon landed and congratulated Applejack after she got her medal from the mayor. "Hey Aj! Nice job out there!"
"Shucks, thanks Burst.", Applejack said with a smile. "So who's yer new friend?"
"This is Ace!", Inferno announced proudly. 
"Nice to meet you!", Ace said with a polite wave. "A real pleasure to meet one of the Elements of Harmony."
Applejack chuckled. "Mighty sweet of ya sugarcube. But, I'd best be headed back to Sweet Apple Acres. Care to come along?"
"Eh. Not like we had any plans.", Inferno said with a shrug. As the group neared the farm, Inferno noticed something. "Hey Applejack? Where's Big Mac at? Isn't he normally helping out?"
"Big Mac hurt his side a few days back.", Applejack answered. "So, it's up to me to buck all these apples off the trees this season."
"Sounds like a bid job to do all on your own.", Ace noted. "How about the three of us help out? We've got plenty of free time."
"Mighty kind of ya, but Ah won't be needin' help. Ah got things under control!", Applejack said with a smile.
Burst was wary of her words. "I don't know. A whole orchard? Applejack, you're just one person. And you've got a lot of ground to cover."
"Burst. Ah handled that stampede earlier today no problem.", Applejack said with a frown. "Ah'm sure Ah can handle this here orchard."
"Look Aj. All we're saying is you shouldn't be afraid to ask for help.", Inferno explained. "But if you're so adamant, we can respect that. Just TRY to not overwork yourself." The three left Applejack to her work, but Ace was troubled by her words.
"Hey guys? I think we should check up on her throughout today.", Ace suggested.
"I'd hate her to think we're spying on her, but she's got a full plate.", Burst noted. "Alright Ace. We'll each take shifts." And so, Burst, Inferno and Ace set to work monitoring Applejack. Apparently, she had a lot of events lined up for the week. There was baking with Pinkie A ceremony that was being held in honor of her being so dependable. Combine that with harvesting all the apples in the orchard, she'd not have a moment of breathing room! "Geez! I've known Applejack for about a year, and she's a pretty hard worker. But I don't think she can handle that many things all lined up like that!"
"Do you think we should step in?", Inferno asked.
Burst shook his head. "I know where this is going, but sometimes the best way is to have people learn a lesson the hard way. I might've helped Twilight with her ticket problem, but that was because the whole town was going crazy over one ticket! If things get really bad, that's when we'll step in."
"Wow. That's pretty big of you Burst.", Ace noted. "Well if Applejack does get overworked, my ice magic can help relax sore muscles. It's how I got another job at the Ponyville spa. I should be able to help her recover fairly quickly if she gets to her breaking point."
"Ace...that plan's awesome!", Burst said with a smile. "You keep an eye on Applejack until things escalate." And so, Ace went back to monitoring Applejack. As the day went on, he noticed that she looked more and more fatigued. When he tailed her to her award ceremony, her exhaustion was noticeable as she got preoccupied with her distorted reflection in the trophy. She was struggling to stay awake!
"This doesn't look good...", Ace noted as he continued to tail her. He followed her back to Sweet Apple Acres and noticed she was having difficulty trying to buck all the apples off the trees. Her kicks didn't have nearly as much strength as they would if she were well rested! She was still trying to stay on her feet and awake through the whole thing! Twilight showed up to offer her assistance, but Applejack refused. "Okay. That's REALLY bad." Ace noticed that Applejack was completely missing the trees with her kicks! Ace then followed Applejack as she went to help Rainbow Dash with her flying tricks. "Oh boy...this isn't gonna be pretty..." Ace cringed as he saw Applejack miss the level and fall on the ground! "Ouch. Well she's not caused harm to anyone else. But that could change..." Ace had no idea how right he was as Applejack's successful landing catapulted Rainbow Dash across the sky! "Sweet Celestia! At this rate she'll be a natural disaster!" Continuing to follow her, Ace noticed Applejack's condition getting worse and worse. She practically told Twilight to buzz-off and then went off to help Pinkie. "Oh no. This is NOT gonna end well." Ace followed Applejack from the sky and arrived just in time to see her adding in a bunch of wrong ingredients to the muffin mix Pinkie had going. "That's a recipe for disaster." It was then that Ace witnessed the aftermath of the baked bads. "Okay. I'd say this DEFINITELY counts as a need to step in." Ace walked over to Applejack and used his ice magic to relax her as he helped her walk home. "You worry about resting now Applejack." Ace set her down in front of one of the trees. "And you let the rest of us finish the job." Ace gathered Twilight and the rest of the Mane 6 and Burst and Inferno. The group immediately set to work harvesting the remaining apples. Byt the time they had finished, Applejack was starting to wake up.
"Ngggghh....", Applejack groaned as she started to wake up. "Where am Ah?"
"Glad to see you don't look like you're going to collapse.", Ace said with a smile.
"Ace? What'm Ah doin' in bed?"
"You were exhausted Applejack.", Twilight answered. "Burst, Inferno, and Ace set to work monitoring your condition because they were worried for you. That was a pretty wise idea."
Ace beamed. "Just looking out for my new friends. The others are outside helping with the harvest. You're the Element of Honesty Applejack, so be honest with yourself. You got in over your head. Fortunately, I used my ice magic to relax you enough into a state of sleep. Burst and Inferno set to work helping out with the other errands you promised to run."
Applejack was about to protest, but she crossed her arms and sighed. "You're right. Ah DID get in over mah head.  Ah guess Ah'm lucky to have friends who're there to help me when I need them. Ah guess Ah shouldn't be afraid ta ask for help when I need it. Ah'm sorry Ah let mah pride get the better of me. Ya'll saved mah hide by helpin' me harvest the whole orchard."
Ace smiled. "Well, sometimes you've gotta learn a lesson the hard way. As long as you walk away wiser for it."
"And I think that's a good thing to notify the princess of.", Burst said with a smile. "Hope you have Spike handy Twilight."
"Already on it!", Spike answered.
Burst fist-bumped Ace. "That was a pretty good plan you had Ace."
"Well, my parents always said I was the wise one out of my three brothers." Ace suddenly felt something awake inside him! An aura of light-blue energy appeared around him! "What's this feeling?"
Inferno smiled. "You've awakened your element Ace. From the attributes you've expressed, I'd say you're the Element of Wisdom. I represent Potential and Burst here represent Power."
"But...those aren't parts of the Elements of Harmony.", Ace noted. 
"No. But they are part of what makes a hero. Which we all have the potential to be.", Burst said with a smile. "And you proved that today Ace. I'm proud to call you my friend. Could you imagine if Applejack had continued to overwork herself? She might've scared the bunnies we helped Fluttershy round up!"
Inferno then bust a gut laughing! "I can see everyone freaking out right now! 'Oh no! A swarm of fluffy adorableness is about to flood us!' HA HAH HA HAHA HA!"
Ace chuckled. "We would face a wave of cuddly armageddon!" The group of friends shared a laugh

	
		Episode 5: Honoring Bonds



Canterlot Castle...
A young skyborn man with light-grey skin, green eyes, silver hair, and hair like Zack Fair from Final Fantasy 7: Crisis Core was walking the hallway that led to the throne room of Princess Celestia. His armor was modelled after a Yu-Gi-Oh! monster. The Black Luster Soldier. A warrior known for great skill and power, as well as honor. The young man then found himself at the doors of the throne room. The guards there stumbled in his presence. "I've an audience with Princess Celestia. May I pass?"
"O-Of course C-Captain Edge!", one of the guards said nervously. "Please, head in!"
The young man nodded and stepped through the open door. Once Princess Celestia was in sight, he kneeled before her. "You wanted to see me your highness?"
Celestia smiled. "You may rise Captain Steel Edge." Steel Edge rose to his feet. "You've quite the reputation among your subordiantes. They speak very highly of you. Almost like you were a part of their own family."
Steel smiled. "We've trained together for years since you first had the Elite Guard established. We bonded in that time, and we've become a family of our own. But on to business princess."
"Yes. You see, I'm here because I'm transferring you to a new location."
Steel was puzzled. "And where might that be?"
"You'lll now be stationed in Ponyville.", Celestia answered.
"Not to sound rude your highness, but why are you sending me there? It's a peaceful town, and it's probably even safer now that the Bearers of the Harmony live there. And it's also said that the male avatar who held his own against Nightmare Moon resides there as well. It should go without saying that Ponyville is reasonably safe with those bunch on the job. So why send in the captain of the Elite Guard?"
"I know Captain Edge. But the Elements of Harmony couldn't have defeated Nightmare Moon without the help of Burst Stream. That's the identity of the male alicorn that clashed with Nightmare Moon. The point being, there will be times when the Elements of Harmony will need assistance. And I would appreciate you being said assistance."
Steel smiled. "You don't need to give me a whole explanation princess. I'm just happy I'll get to walk around in some regular clothes for once. I'll leave today. I just need to say goodbye to my comrades and my folks." Steel bowed before he left and made his way to the Elite Guard Quarters. His fellow elite guard gathered around him. "Well guys, today's my last day in Canterlot. You'lll be under the command of Captain Armor during my absence." Steel then noticed some of the guards holding back tears. "Let it flow boys. Get it out of your system. Bottling it up ain't gonna make it hurt any less." Steel's expression saddened. "It's been an honor being your captain." Steel changed in the locker room. His civilian outfit consisted of blue cargo pants, black combat boots, a black tank top, and a jacket modelled after his armor. He gave one final salute as he left for his parents' house. "Hey Mom. Hi Dad. I got transferred today. Headed to Ponyville."
"Well before you go, there's something we need to give you.", Steel's father said as he took a sword that was hanging on the wall. "Take it with you as you cut your own path in life. It's tradition for the next generation that leaves the next to take the family sword. Generations have come and gone, and yet its edge stays eternally sharp." Steel hugged his parents as he boarded a carriage and minded his wings.
Good thing Princess Celestia saw fit to establish my housing already., Steel thought as the carriage took to the air carried by the pegasi drivers. Steel's thoughts then turned to Burst Stream. So he's the one who managed to fend off Nightmare Moon when she returned in Ponyville. He could be fun to spar with. Steel smiled. Maybe this new place can be more fun than I thought... The carriage soon landed in Ponyville and landed in front of Steel's new house. "Home sweet..." Steel froze when he saw that his house was dark. Yet there was still sunlight. At that moment, Steel's elite guard training kicked in. Steel began to ready a stance when as he opened the door. He was then surprised to be greeted with a face full of streamers!
"SURPRISE!", Pinkie yelled! Steel recoiled slightly, but managed a smile. 
Well, at least the people here are friendly. "So is this my party?"
Pinkie nodded. "Uh-huh! I make it a point to throw a welcome party to any new people here in Ponyville!"
"I guess it couldn't hurt to meet some new faces." Steel said with a smile. Pinkie set about introducing Steel to the other Elements of Harmony, as well as Burst, Inferno, and Ace. "Well, it was nice to meet all of you. Thanks for making this place feel like home." Once the party ended, Steel set to work unpacking his items. He then placed his armor on the couch. "Well, I know what I'm doing tomorrow."
The next day...
Burst and Inferno were walking about when they saw an armored figure standing in their way. "Uh...can we help you?", Burst asked.
Steel smiled as his visor covered his face. "Indeed you can." Steel then raised his sword. "I want to see what you're made of! This challenge shall be exclusive to you and I alone!" Burst and Inferno shot a confused look as Steel, but agreed. Burst summoned only his sword.
"You're sticking with your sword and shield, so I'll stick to my melee weapons only."
Steel then spread his wings. "Then let's see how our blades clash!" Steel flew at Burst with his sword ready to strike! But Burst leaped over him and brought his own blade down! Steel raised his shield just in time to block it! Looks like he's fast as well as strong! Maybe I should step things up a bit... Steel then readied another strike at Burst, but Burst used his own sword to block the strikes!
"By the looks of your fighting, you've had training as a guard.", Burst noted. "But I've never seen any guard uniform like yours before! So who's my new challenger?"
Steel smiled. "I'm part of the Elite Guard. In specific, I'm their captain. I've been stationed here by order of Princess Celestia. I heard about you taking on Nightmare Moon, and wanted to see how I'd stack up! SO DON'T HOLD BACK!"
Burst smiled. "Alright then...." Burst charged his blade with energy! Lightning danced alond the blade as Burst readied one final strike! "HERE I GO! WHITE LIGHTNING SLASH!" A wave of white lightning shot out from the blade that sent Steel flying! Steel was knocked to the ground! "Well?"
Steel slowly rose to his feet and used his sword to prop himself up. "Remind me...never to make you mad...", Steel groaned as he brandished his sword once again. However, Rainbow Dash noticed the fight, and dove down with a kick to his face!
"Alright punk! Why're you picking a fight with my friends?!", Rainbow Dash demanded.
Burst freaked out! "Wait, Rainbow! We were-"
Rainbow Dash stopped him. "Don't worry Burst! Cavalry's here!" Rainbow Dash put her fists up, but was shocked to see Steel stand as his helmet hit the floor! "YOU?! You're the guy we threw that welcome party for yesterday! Why're you attacking my friends?!"
"We were sparring.", Steel said calmly. Rainbow Dash then face-hoofed. "You DID see Burst send me flying with that energy attack right?"
Rainbow Dash scratched her head. "Man. Sorry about that. I got the tendency to jump the gun..."
"Don't be.", Steel said with a smile. "I can see why you're the Element of Loyalty. You're always there for your friends."
Rainbow Dash let out a sigh of relief. "Whew! So you okay? I must've kicked ya pretty hard...."
Steel chuckled. "My helmet took the full force of the kick. Elite Guard armor is pretty tough."
"Elite Guard?!", Rainbow Dash said with an excited smile. "You mean you're a member?"
"Steel's more than that.", Inferno noted. "Steel's their captain."
Steel shook his head. "Former captain. I got transferred here by order of Princess Celestia in order to give the Elements of Harmony a hand. But I think I've come up with a better reason for being here. I could use some good friends. This place doesn't seem devoid of excitement, so I might as well have people to enjoy the craziness with. You seem pretty cool Rainbow Dash. Same goes for Burst and Inferno."
Burst smiled. "You don't need a reason to be friends dude! But you know? You're pretty laid-back for a guard."
Steel shrugged. "We Elite Guard don't see action too often. So, most of us have a lot of free-time. And in a place like this, I'll have plenty of that. Good thing I don't have to worry about a job while I'm here. My payment gets sent to my new address. Plus..." Steel then looked to Rainbow Dash. "The girls here are a lot more approachable than the stuck-up brats in Canterlot."
Rainbow Dash chuckled. "Steel? I think we're gonna get along just fine..."
Gilda's arrival in Ponyville...
Steel was enjoying the day. That is, until he saw Pinkie Pie hit the ground in a flying contraption. Okay. That's not normal.... Steel walked over to help Pinkie Pie from the wreckage. "You alright?"
Pinkie rubbed her head. "I'm fine Steel. But I think Dashie's new/old friend is a bit of a grump."
Steel cocked his brow. "What makes you say that? And who's this friend of Rainbow Dash?"
"She's a griffon called Gilda. An old friend of Rainbow Dash. I met her today while she was hanging around Dashie. But when I wanted to join in on their fun, she acted like a total grump!"
"Hmm. Then let's just keep an eye on her. Maybe she's not as bad as you think.", Steel said with a small smile. "And if she is, then we can come up with a plan on how to deal with her. But first, we'd better get you something to lift your mood. Milkshake?" Pinkie nodded. Steel and Pinkie sat down at a table. "So have you considered speaking to Rainbow Dash about Gilda?"
Pinkie shook her head. "No. Rainbow Dash seems happy with her. Besides, maybe Gilda is just acting like a grump because I tried to horn-in on their fun." Surely enough, the two of them saw Gilda passing through. They saw her use her lion tail as a fake snake to scare off some people, and then use it to swipe an apple! They then saw her snap at Fluttershy when she bumped into her by accident! "Okay. She's a grump, a thief, AND a bully!"
Steel nodded. "So you got any ideas on how to handle her?"
Pinkie smiled. "Oh I've got the PERFECT way to deal with her....A PARTY!" Pinkie set up a party in Gilda's honor. 
Here's hoping Gilda comes out of this a bit nicer Steel thought. As the party went on, Gilda walked right into one prank after another. However, she had thought Pinkie was behind them all. But in actuality, the pranks were set up by Rainbow Dash. Gilda then tried to convince Dash to leave town with her, and that tore it for Steel. "That's enough.", Steel said calmly. "I don't expect you to like Rainbow Dash's decision to stand by her new friends, but if you really are her friend, honor the fact she stands by the people she cares about. I think it's best if you left." Steel's face was calm, but his gaze held fury. Gilda backed off, and stormed off. Steel then looked to Rainbow Dash. "Some friend, huh?"
Rainbow Dash sighed. "If my old friend was willing to treat my new friends so badly, then maybe she's better off finding some 'cool' friends of her own." Rainbow Dash was still upset however, and Steel put a hand on her shoulder.
"Hey. If you ask me, sticking with good friends like the girls is pretty cool. And it'd be a shame to let this party go to waste."
Rainbow Dash managed a small smile. "Yeah. There's still plenty of cake to demolish!" As Rainbow went over to the girls, Burst, Inferno, and Ace went up to Steel.
"That was pretty honorable of you to stick up for Dash.", Burst said with a smile.
Steel chuckled. "Something I learned from my time as Captain of the Elite Guard. What good is being a warrior without a sense of honor?" A silver aura then surrounded Steel! "Whoa."
"Then I guess that makes you the Element of Honor.", Inferno said with a grin. "Welcome to the Elements of Heroism."
"Speaking of welcomes...", Burst noted. "I've got five extra tickets to the gala. Inferno and I were planning on turning that snooze fest into a real party. Care to help us liven things up?"
Steel smirked. "Oh this is gonna be good. Count me in!"

	
		Episode 6: Tricks of the Trade



	Ace had gone over to Twilight's library. "So you wanted to learn about my ice magic?"
Twilight nodded. "Yes. I've been perfecting my own tricks, and to do so I've been reading across the traits each class has. Unicorns like me can use magic, earth ponies like Applejack and Pinkie Pie have access to great physical strength, and pegasi can fly and control the weather. But in your case, it seems like you can do that to a great extent. In specific, you can control ice and snow and you even managed to use your abilities to render Applejack unconscious before her situation got any worse."
"And I'm guessing you want to know how I can do it?", Ace asked.
"You guessed it!", Twilight said with a smile.
Ace smiled. "Well, I guess you could say it was the day I got my cutie mark. My parents told me all the different types of people could use different types of magic. And for pegasi, that was the weather. My little brother Shadow Thunder was really good at using thunder and lightning. My older brother Dark Ice had no strong connection to the weather elements. And me? I was pretty good with ice and snow. Then one day, a fierce storm hit Cloudsdale. My family's house was in the path, and Dark Ice was frantically searching the house for me and Shadow. When he did find us, the storm was almost literally on our doorstep. In desperation, I tried to use every bit of ice I could gather. It was then that I got my cutie mark and my wings turned into ice wings. That was also when I started to learn about my new ice magic powers. But after that day, Ice left my family. I haven't seen him since then. But moving on to something more relevant to your interests, it simply has to do with me tapping into my abilities as a skyborn. If Rainbow Dash tried, she could learn how to shoot lightning bolts!" Ace's eyes then shrunk to pinpricks. "...The horrifying pranks she'd pull...."
Twilight giggled. "Good thing she's a speed demon instead. Thanks for sharing Ace. I think I'd better get back to focusing on the new tricks I'm developing. Want to watch?"
Ace smiled. "Sure!" Ace watched as Twilight practiced her new tricks. She even managed to grow a moustache on Spike! "No wonder you're Princess Celestia's student. You've got a lot of magical talent." Ace, Twilight, and Spike then took a walk around Ponyville.
Twilgiht blushed at the praise. "Well, most magi only have a small amount of magic dedicated to their special talents. But since my special talent IS magic, I've got a larger amount of magic at my fingertips." Twilight then briefly flared the magenta aura of her magic around her hands and horn. 
"I'd say you're the most talented magi in Equestria!", Spike said with a smile. The group then noticed that a bunch of people were gathered around what looked like a mobile stage in the town square. "Looks like some sort of performance is going on."
"Well, might as well see what everyone's gathering for.", Ace said with a shrug. "Come on." The trio then noticed the rest of the Mane 6 gathered at the front row. Then, a voice called out from behind the curtains.
"COME ONE, COME ALL! WITNESS THE AMAZING MAGIC OF THE GREAT AND POWERFUL TRIXIE!", the voice announced! In a puff of smoke, a unicorn woman with light blue skin and white hair in a magician's outfit appeared on the stage.
"Well, that answers any doubts I had before.", Ace muttered under his breath. "It's a magic show." As Trixie began to boast about her magic, Ace noticed the girls getting pretty upset by it. He also noticed that Twilight seemed nervous because of the girls talking about how Trixie's magic was being flaunted. "Girls? I know she's running her mouth, but isn't that part of being a performer? If you don't like it, you can just leave."
Rainbow Dash shook her head. "It's like a collision dude. We just can't break away from her boasting! It's so annoying!" Unfortunately, Trixie had taken notice of Rainbow's comment.
"Well, well, well. It seems like we have some nay-sayers in the audience.", Trixie said with a frown. "Who is so ignorant as to challenge the magical ability of the Great and Powerful Trixie?"
"She is!", Ace said as he raised Twilight's hand up!
"WHAT?! ACE!", Twilight screamed.
"Trust me Twilight. I saw you getting nervous over your friends' words. This is your chance to put those thoughts behind you. Now go and show them what you can do!" Ace nudged Twilight in the direction of the stage and gave her a thumbs-up! "C'mon Twi! Don't be scared to use your magic to the fullest for this!" Twilight gulped. But then, she noticed that all her friends were cheering her on. Twilight took a deep breath and focused.
"You're on Trixie!"
Trixie smirked. "Hah! Time for Trixie to put you in your place!" And from then on, the two unicorns went at it with their tricks! Trixie put up a good fight, but Twilight's magic skill put her humble stage magic to shame! Trixie fell to her knees defeated. Twilight offered her hand, but Trixie refused. "Trixie may have been bested, but she shall return!" And she vansihed with a smoke bomb. Twilgiht got off the stage to meet with her friends.
"Please don't hate me!", Twilight pleaded.
"Hate you?", the rest of the Mane 6 asked.
"Why would we ever do that darling?", Rarity asked.
"Well, you were going on about how Trixie was showing off with her magic and-"
"Whoa! Whoa! Whoa!", Rainbow Dash interrupted. "Magic's got nothing to do with this! Trixie's just a loudmouth!"
"One you gave the what-for sugarcube.", Applejack said with a wink.
"Your magic's a part of who you are Twilight.", Ace said with a smile. "Never be afraid of it, or be afraid to use it to help those you care about."
Twilight smiled before looking to Ace. "I guess you're the Element of Wisdom for a reason." From behind the curtain, Trixie looked upon the display of friendship and frowned. Twilight and her friends took their leave and went about the rest of their day.
Later that night...
Snips and Snails were exploring the Everfree Forest"So where're we gonna find and Ursa?", Snails asked.
"Easy! We just look for a cave!" The two boys didn't have very far to venture. Snails ignited a small spark of magic to light up the cave. He soon regretted it as he and Snails ran as fast as they could with an Ursa chasing after them! Spike was out for a walk when he noticed the two running and the Ursa roaring in the distance! Spike made a run for the library!
"TWILIGHT!", Spike cried out as he threw open the library door! "We've got a major problem!" Meanwhile, Snips and Snails were banging on Trixie's trailer! When she awoke, she screamed when she saw the Ursa!
"Are you two out of your little minds?! Nobody can vanquish an Ursa Major! That story was just something I made up to make me look better!", Trixie screamed! Fortunately, Twilight had been reading up after hearing Trixie's story. Summoning all her magic, she made a breeze blow through grass to create a melody that caused the Ursa to become drowzy. She then levitated the town's water tank and replaced the water with milk creating a gigantic bottle! Then levitating the Ursa as well, she put the gigantic battle into the bear's claws and levitated it back over to the cave it had departed.
"Whew.", Twilight said in exhaustion. "Good thing Trixie's story prompted me to do some reading."
"So it IS possible to vanquish an Ursa Major?", Spike asked.
Twilight shook her head. "That wasn't an Ursa Major. That was a baby. An Ursa Minor."
"That was just a baby?!", Trixie asked in shock before she narrowed her eyes. "Well you may have vanquished an Ursa Minor, but you will never attain the same level of magic as The Great and Powerful Trixie!" Trixie then threw a smoke bomb and took off with only her bags! Ace and the guys were walking about in their pajamas when they saw the aftermath.
"Well...at least Ponyville's still standing.", Inferno noted.
"And it looks like Snips and Snails just received their 'punishment'.", Ace noted as he pointed to the recent moustaches Snips and Snails had. The guys shared a laugh and headed back to bed. "Here's hoping tomorrow is just as eventful..."

	
		Episode 7: False Courage



	It started as any other day in Ponyville. Burst woke up and got dressed before heading down for breakfast. As he ate, Burst contemplated the series of events that had transpired since his first year living in Ponyville. Besides Twilight and her friends, he'd also made friend with Inferno, Steel, and Ace. We need to hang out together more. Maybe a sleepover will fix that problem. As soon as Burst finished breakfast, he went outside. "Sure is-" Burst then noticed the black smoke choking up the sky. "...Was a nice day out." Burst spotted Twilight. "Hey Twilight? You got any idea where this smoke's coming from?"
"Princess Celestia just notified me. It's coming from a sleeping dragon.", Twilight answered. "I'm about to notify the town and get the girls. Hopefully, we should be able to convince him to leave peacefully."
Burst nodded. "Then Inferno and I are coming along. In case he doesn't leave in peace."
"Burst, are you sure you can fight a dragon?", Twilight asked.
Burst shrugged. "I'm not sure. But I hope it doesn't come to that." Burst then noticed Fluttershy shaking. "Fluttershy? You alright?"
"N-n-no!", Fluttershy stammered.
"Is it about the dragon?" Fluttershy nodded. "Well Spike's a dragon and you're not scared of him! And Inferno and I have dragons wings. Are we that scary?"
"No...but Spike's just a baby. Not a full-grown, fire-breathing, could-eat-me-in-a-single-bite dragon!"
Burst sighed. "Look Fluttershy. All of Equestria is counting on you and the girls convincing that dragon to move. And if it helps, I'll carry you. I'll even walk into the dragon's den with you if it'll make you feel any safer. Sound good?" Fluttershy nodded. "Good." Burst then turned to Twilight. "The rest of you go ahead and get ready. I'll stay here with Fluttershy." As Twilight and the other girls went off to prepare, Burst sat down with Fluttershy. "You're braver than you think Shy." Burst said with a smile. "Especially when your friends need you. So if things get rough..." Burst summoned his sword. "...You can count on me to step in." Fluttershy smiled.
"Thank you." Twilight and the other girls soon gathered, and the group made their way to the  mountain. The girls were confused as to why Burst was carrying Fluttershy the whole way, but they really couldn't complain since Fluttershy wasn't freaking out or jumping in terror at even the most intimidating sound.
"How're you holding up Shy?", Burst asked.
"So far, so good.", Fluttershy said with a nod. "Oh, I hope I'm not too heavy..."
Burst chuckled. "I trained four years to face-off against Nightmare Moon. Meaning I had to build up my physical strength and my endurace. Carrying you isn't much trouble. So just enjoy the ride. We'll get through this together." The group then found themselves in an avalanche zone. They were about halfway through when a stray leaf fell and startled Fluttershy! The sound of her shriek caused a rock slide! Burst took to the air and  dodged what falling rocks he could! Soon, the onslaught of falling rocks came to a stop. "You alright?"
Fluttershy nodded. "Maybe...maybe I should just go back home."
"Well, alright then.", Burst said with a nod. "If you really think that, I'll take you back now."
Fluttershy's eyes snapped open! "What? No! I mean...my friends need me. So...I guess I should stick with them."
Burst smiled. "Then let's not keep them waiting." Burst once again picked up Fluttershy and proceeded to carry her. "Hold on tight." Burst flew up the pile of rocks and earth that had resulted from the avalanche. "Well, let's keep on moving." The group continued up the mountain and soon arrived at the dragon's cave. Just the beast's snore made Fluttershy cower. Burst could feel her shaking on his back. "Easy Shy. If you don't want to go first, any of us can go in." Burst then set Fluttershy down. Twilight sighed.
"I guess I'll go first." Twilight entered the cave and came out not a few seconds later covered from horn to feet in ash from the dragon snorting his smokey breath at her. "Okay. I think it's time someone else to give it a try." Rarity was next and tried to charm the dragon. However, as she tried to procure some gems in the process, she was chased out as the dragon roared!
"That's it!", Rainbow Dash shouted. "Time for the good ol' heave-ho!" Rainbow Dash flew in and sounds of struggle and combat were heard coming from the cave! However, the outcome was clearly indicated when Rainbow Dash was sent hurtling out of the cave into a tree! "Okay. New plan. RUN!" The dragon was now awake, and roared as he stepped out of the cave! He took a swing at the girls who scattered to avoid his claws! Burst was about to draw his sword when Twilight was thrown right into him! Save for Fluttershy, Burst and the girls were on the ground in a big pile groaning from being tossed around! Fluttershy then put aside her fear, and flew right up to the dragon!
"You...HOW DARE YOU?", Fluttershy yelled! "Listen here mister! Just because you're big, doesn't mean you get to be a bully! You may have huge teeth, sharp scales, snore smoke, and breathe fire! But you DO NOT! I repeat! You DO NOT. HURT. MY. FRIENDS! You got that?" The dragon whimpered in response. "Well?"
"But...that rainbow one kicked me...", the dragon replied.
"And I am very sorry about that. But you're bigger than she is, and you should know better.", Fluttershy scolded. "You should also know better than to sleep where your snoring can become a health hazard to other creatures."
"But I-"
"Don't you 'But I" me mister!", Fluttershy said with a stern look on her face. "Now what do you have to say for yourself?" The dragon stood still. "I said, what do you have to say for yourself?" The dragon then whimpered before bursting into tears! Burst looked on with an approving smile. Fluttershy then rubbed the dragon's snout with her hand. "There, there. No need to cry. You're not a bad dragon. You just made a bad decision. Now go pack your things. You just need to find a new place to sleep. That's all." The dragon then gathered his hoard and flew off. As he left, the clouds of smoke faded away.
"Fluttershy! You did it! I knew you could!", Twilight cheered!
"You were fearless darling!", Rarity said with a smile.
"I wouldn't say that.", Burst cut-in. "She showed courage. They're not the same. You were pretty scared at the time still. Right Fluttershy?"
Fluttershy nodded. "Oh yes. I was pretty terrified. But I couldn't let that dragon hurt you all. So..I just did what I had to."
Burst smiled as he put a hand on her shoulder. "And that's what matters. Courage is moving towards the danger even though you're scared. It's knowing that you're not gonna be chained by your fear and letting it hold power over you. It's like I said to you earlier. You're braver than you look Fluttershy." Fluttershy smiled as she hugged Burst. "Let's head home. I think that's enough of an adventure for one day. And my consoles are calling out to my thumbs!"
Far away...
A young skyborn man was walking down a plain dirt road. His dark grey skin and wings, and white hair blew lightly in the wind. He closed his blue eyes and sighed. "Was it really right of me to leave Ace and Shadow?" The young man sighed again. "Yeah. It was." He then turned his blue eyes to the sky. "I couldn't do a thing when that storm hit. I was so afraid....AGH!" The young man kicked the dirt! "I was a coward! I should have done something! But I let my fear hold me back..." It was then that a portal opened up and a strange figure walked out. "What the-?! Who are you?!"
"You seek to gain mastery over your fear.", the figure said. "Well, me and my friends can help you with that."
"What do you mean?"
"Join us, and fear shall hold no dominion over you! Instead, YOU shall have dominion over it! And it shall no longer bind you, or limit you! So what do you say? Would like to become one without fear?" The figure then extended his hand.
Ice hesitated, but ultimately accepted. "You've got a deal."
"So what are you called?"
"Dark Ice."
"Well Dark Ice..." the figure then smiled. "...Welcome to the Nightmare Forces." And with that, the two vanished through the same portal that had opened earlier. You shall serve as an excellent weapon.....

	
		Episode 8: Sleepover



	It was a fairly uneventful day, and Burst and Inferno were hanging under a tree watching the clouds. "Huh. I almost took moments like these completely for granted. With all the exictement we've had in town, I barely realized how nice the quiet times can be."
"Man do I hear that.", Inferno said with a nod. "When I was on tour, we were constantly on the move. Heck! Some nights I'd barely have five minutes to scrape together for dinner! It was kind of fun performing in front of lots of fans." Inferno then sighed. "But...there's no room for a private life. No time for friends or relationships for that matter either. So to be honest, I'm glad I quit being a rock star. You're the first real friend I've had since my childhood."
Burst chuckled. "To be honest, you're the first best friend I've had. Back in Canterlot, I was at Princess Celestia's School for Gifted Unicorns. I hid my wings of course. But, I really couldn't  get attached to anyone save for Twilight. But she was a total study nut back then! But ever since I moved here? I've gotten a sizeable amount of good friends. You. The girls. Ace. And Steel. But that brings up another issue."
"What's that?"
"We really haven't hung out that much. So how about a sleepover?"
Inferno shrugged. "Eh. Why not? Sounds like fun!"
"Count me in.", Steel said from a cloud.
Burst blinked. "Steel? When did you get here?"
"I've been on this cloud most of the day.", Steel answered. "Just drifting about and chilling. So where're we holding this thing?"
"My place I guess.", Burst said with a shrug. "I've got a DVD player, and two consoles. Plus a decent game library."
"Then let's grab Ace!", Inferno said with a smile. The three left to find Ace moving on his way. "Yo Ace! We're holding a sleepover at Burst's place! Wanna join up?"
"Sure! But we'd better move fast! We're due for a storm pretty soon." The sky then darkened. "And something tells me we'd better get a move on." The four friends then bolted for Burst's house! Fortunately, they arrived before the rain hit! "Man. They certainly outdid themselves this time.", Ace noted. "Rain's coming down pretty hard. So what's first on the activity list?" Burst went over to the table his TV sat on and pulled out some DVDs.
"Well there's movies. We've got Terminator 2: Judgement Day, Star Wars VII, Back to the Future, Jurrasic Park, The Avengers. I've got a pretty good film library. So which one should we watch?"
Steel shrugged. "Let's go with Force Awakens. I'm always down for a good lightsaber clash." Burst popped in the movie and got the popcorn and drinks ready while the trailers played. He made it just in time before the title crawl began. The guys watched every moment of the movie in awe. 
"Gotta admit. Seeing a planet-sized weapon blow-up brings untold joy to people.", Burst said with a nod.
"And that THEME!", Inferno cheered! "Oh, the many times I covered that glorious theme on my electric guitar. Good times."
Ace scratched his chin. "Hey Burst? You go Smash Bros.?"
Burst smiled as he pulled the game out of his video game box. "I hope you like Melee." Burst powered up his Wii, and readied the controllers. "Alright guys. Do we pick a stage, or have a random one picked?"
"As long as it's not a stage like Mute City, I'm happy.", Inferno said witha shiver. As the guys played, Inferno brought up a good question. "Hey guys? Do you think the girl's are having as much fun as we are? Keeping in mind that they're probably doing different things than us." 
Burst shrugged. "Probably. Knowing Twilight, she'll be consulting a book full of recorded activities. Hopefully, she won't let it dictate the whole thing. I saw Applejack and Rarity making a break for her library when the rain was about to hit. Considering those two are polar opposites, I'd say things might get eventful." 
"What do you mean by that?", Inferno asked.
"Well Applejack likes to get her hands dirty and she doesn't sweat the small stuff. Rarity emphasises neatness and worrys over every little detail. That's a good quality for her line of work, but she applies it to every part of her life. She is a lady after all."
Inferno smiled. "Boy I'll say she is. She's one of the few women I can think of that's got inner beauty to match her outer beauty."
"I just hope she doesn't hate us for wrecking the gala.", Burst said with a chuckle. The group then finished up their gaming session. "Oh man! I forgot! What're you guys gonna do about sleeping arrangements? I've only got one guest room in my house."
"I'll crash on the floor.", Steel said with a shrug. "It's probably more comfortable than the barracks back at Canterlot."
"I got the couch.", Ace said with a small smile. "That means Inferno get the guest room."
Burst breathed a sigh of relief. "Not bad for my first sleepover. Considering none of us are sleepy yet, how about root beer floats? I got plenty of ice cream and soda."
"Serve 'em up!", the guys cheered. As the guys enjoyed their drinks, they brought up their plans for the gala.
"So. How're we gonna make the gala a REAL party?", Inferno asked with a grin.
Burst smirked. "Easy. First we switch-up the music. Steel. You get your elite guard buddies to prevent anyone from interfering. Second, we give a performance to end the night on a truly epic note! I know the perfect song to get everyone moving!" Burst then whispered the song he chose.
"...Sweet.", Steel said with a smile. "That'll get people really moving!"
"So what are our individual plans?", Ace asked. "Me? I'll just be hanging around. I can serve as a look-out."
"Me? I'm keeping an eye on Rarity.", Inferno said with a nod. "Let's just say the prince she interested in is anything but charming."
"I'll just be enjoying the nobles freaking out.", Steel said with a smirk. "It's gonna be priceless. So what about you Burst?"
"Me?" Burst smiled in thought. "I was thinking of showing Princess Celestia an actual good time at the gala. Well, here's to this crazy plan that's going to probably ge us banned from Canterlot." The guys toasted their floats! "I don't know about you guys, but I'm hitting the sack. G'night guys."
"Same for the rest of us.", Inferno said with a yawn. The guys headed to bed, and fell asleep awaiting the next morning. As they woke up, they noticed that Applejack and Rarity seemed to be getting along better. "Guess we're not the only ones that bonded."

	
		Episode 9: Everfree Encounter



	It was just another day for Fluttershy. She had chosen to stick to one of the safer areas of the Everfree Forest. The best part being she wasn't near any of the dangerous creatures dwelling within the untamed grounds. The sounds of birds rang through the air, and a few even landed on her. However, there was a new sound heard in the distance. Fluttershy froze. It sounded like someone was punching at a tree. And from the sounds of the impact, they were hitting with great force. The sound of a tree falling was thunderous! Fluttershy then heard footsteps. Footsteps heading in HER direction! Fluttershy was so nervous that she hid inside a bush and peeked out for any signs of a creature. The footsteps were getting closer. It was then that a figure came into view from Fluttershy's hiding place. She saw that the figure was a young man who was fairly tall. His clothing consisted of torn jeans, white sneakers, and a grey tank top. The dark green skin he had almost made him blend into the forest, and his yellow eyes only added to the wild look he had about him. Fluttershy then saw him unstrapping the gloves on his hands and rubbing his hands as if they were sore. Meaning he was probably the source of the noise earlier. His brown hair fell past his shoulders and spiked out in some areas in the back while his face was framed by two locks on either side. It was pretty clear that this guy was the same one who had been the source of the noise earlier. He looks dangerous.... Fluttershy thought as she trembled in the bush. She then noticed the man sit down. He seemed to be resting for the moment. Okay Fluttershy. Don't move. Don't make a sound. So as long as he doesn't see or hear you, you'll be fine. Fluttershy then noticed one of the birds she was with earlier flew over to the sitting man. The man then turned his head in the direction of the bird. Fluttershy's heart began to pound in her chest! Oh dear! Oh dear! Fly away from him! Fly away! Fluttershy continued to panic as she saw the man extend his arm and the bird landed on it. 
The man smiled. "Hello there.", he said to the bird. Fluttershy was expecting a different voice to come out of him, and was also surprised to see the guy act so friendly. She was then startled when she saw the man walking in her direction. "You can come out now. I mean you no harm." Fluttershy walked slowly out of the bush she was hiding in and gradually looked him in the eye. "Nice to meet you. But I didn't expect to see a pegasus stick so close to the ground. Did you get lost?"
Fluttershy shook her head. "Actually...I was hiding from some loud noises I heard earlier."
The man scratched his head. "Sorry about that. 
Fluttershy hid behind her hair. "I'm Fluttershy."
"I'd say your name suits you.", the man said with a small smile. "I'm Tyrannus Thunder. But call me Ty please. If you're headed back for town, I wouldn't mind some extra company." Ty started walking, and Fluttershy followed still keeping her distance. However, it didn't go unnoticed by Ty. "Do you really think I'm that scary?"
Fluttershy froze. "Well...you seem nice..."
"But my size is what's intimidating you isn't it?", Ty asked. "No big deal. I've lived with reactions like yours all my life."
"I'm sorry!", Fluttershy pleaded! "I know it wasn't fair to think you were mean just becau-" Ty stopped her.
"Like I said. No big deal. I've got pretty thick skin, so I've got a high level of tolerance for what others think of me.", Ty said with a small smile. "Besides. You're the first person not to run away screaming the second they bump into me. That makes you alright in my book. So let's keep moving." The two soon arrived at Fluttershy's cottage. "Thank you."
Fluttershy was confused. "What did I do?"
"You took the time to talk to me. I hope we can talk again some time. Until next time Fluttershy." And Ty walked off, Fluttershy smiled.
Looks like I have a new friend. Fluttershy hummed to herself as she set to work tending to her animal friends.
The events of Bridle Gossip...
Ty was wandering through Ponyville. But something was off to him as he walked. "Weird. It's a nice day out. So why is everyone inside?" As Ty looked around, he noticed that everyone seemed fearful of a lone figure walking about. And it wasn't him. This warrants some investigation. Meanwhile, Twilight had just gotten pulled inside Sugar Cube Corner by Pinkie. Fluttershy and Applejack were also there and trying to hide from the hooded figure Ty was approaching. Fluttershy's eyes widened when she saw Ty walk up to the figure. "Hello. Is there something you're looking for in town?" Fluttershy was surprised to see Ty talking so casually around Zecora! But then again, everyone had just up and shut themselves inside just because she was different. Fluttershy looked at the floor in shame. 
Just like how I hid from Ty when I first met him...
"Glad to see someone is reasonable.", Twilight said with a smile. "I don't know about the rest of you, but I'd say that guy has the right idea." Twilight got up, and walked outside to meet Zecora and Tyrannus. Fluttershy did the same. Zecora explained that she was looking for ingredients for a poison joke remedy. "But there's no poison joke patches here in Ponyville."
"A fact I plainly see. But the same cannot be said for Everfree.", Zecora said with a nod.
"So that explains why this happened to us.", Burst groaned as he, Inferno, Steel, and Ace came back obviously altered by the poison joke. Burst's wings had shrunk his own magic shocked him, Inferno's hair blocked his eyes and he had to use Burst as a guide, Steel's wings were making him crash into things against his will, and Ace's wings had been replaced with snowflakes. "And to think. We're in this mess because Steel tried to prank us with the poison joke. Needless to say, it came back to bite him."
"Ow!", Steel moaned as his wings forced him to hit a building! "I said-Ow! I was-Oof! Sorry!" His wings repeatedly made him hit a window.
"I'd say we believe you.", Inferno muttered underneath his mop of hair. "So how do we fix this?"
Zecora chuckled. "Tis an easy task! All you really need is a bath!" Zecora led the group to her hut. Burst and the guys took care in tying a rope around Steel to prevent his wings from dragging him off before Twilight and the rest of the Mane 6 joined. Zecora showed Twilight the book that held the remedy for the poison joke curse.
"Huh. I'd have never guessed a book with this title would be a natural remedy collection.", Twilight noted.
"Maybe we shouldn't judge people before we get to know them. Or steer them away just because they look different.", Fluttershy said with a sheepish smile.
Ty smiled. "Tolerance isn't an easy thing to learn Fluttershy. But once you learn it, it stays with you for life. I've been judged by my appearance for enough of my life because of how intimidating I look, and that built up my hide. It also made me tolerant towards other people who seemed odd simply because of how they acted."
"A pretty good policy.", Ace said with a nod. "By the way, we never got your name. And how did you meet Fluttershy?"
"Name's Tyrannus Thunder. But call me Ty for short. As for how I met Fluttershy, I noticed her hiding in a bush yesterday while I was training in one of the Everfree Forest's safer areas. She was scared of me at first, but she warmed up pretty quick after we chatted a little. Kind of like how the whole town was hiding from Zecora earlier." Fluttershy smiled.
"Well...I learned not to judge a book by its cover from you. Even if I didn't practice it right away." Fluttershy was surprised when Ty kissed her on the forehead! "Wh-What was that for?"
"You looked like you could use some kindness.", Ty said with a smile. "Consider it repaying the kindness you showed me yesterday." Ty then looked to Burst and his friends. "I guess I should get to know you four too."
"I'm Burst.", Burst said with a smile as he pointed to each of his friends respecitvely. "This is Inferno, Ace, and Steel. So are you new here Ty?"
Ty shook his head. "Not really. I don't have a place to stay and I just arrived yesterday."
"Maybe...you could stay with me?", Fluttershy asked with a blush.
Ty bowed with a smile. "I graciously accept your offer. I suppose I should also look for work."
"With muscles like yours, you'd be a pretty big help at Sweet Apple Acres!", Applejack said with a smile. "If Big Mac ever gets hurt again, it'll be nice ta have an extra heavy-hitter on hand."
"Thanks!", Ty said with a smile. "I didn't expect to make friends today."
"What can we say?", Burst said with a shrug. "That heart of yours is as big as you are." Burst then looked to Twilight and her friends. "So I take it you six will be going to the Grand Galloping Gala?" Twilight and all her friends nodded. "Well, I hope you can follow through with your plans. Me and the guys? We're gonna kick things up a notch there. We've still got two spare tickets left though."
"Then would you mind if I took one?", Ty asked. "I've heard a lot about the gardens at Canterlot Castle. Supposedly, they've got a lot of rare animals there. What can I say? I'm an animal lover."
Burst smiled. "Something tells me you and Fluttershy will get along real well. The two of you seemed to have hit it off already. I'll hand you the ticket once we git rid of this status ailment." Soon enough, Twilight and the Mane 6 introduced Ponyville to Zecora and Burst and the gang got rid of the poison joke curse. Ty was walking home with Fluttershy.
"Well, here we are.", Fluttershy said as she showed Ty her cottage.
"It's perfect. The couch should be a good enough place to sleep.", Ty said with a nod. "Again. Thanks for letting me stay with you."
Fluttershy blushed. "Well, I couldn't leave you to sleep outside." She was surprised when Ty once again kissed her on the forehead.
"You're adorable when you blush." Later that night, Ty slept soundly lying his head on one of the couch's pillows. Fluttershy made her way to him quietly and slipped a blanket over him. She then kissed Ty on the forehead.
"Goodnight Ty.", she said with a smile before heading back to bed. Ty opened one of his eyes and smiled.
"Goodnight to you too Fluttershy."

	
		Episode 10: Heart of the Swarm



	Ty woke up and stretched. He smiled at the blanket Fluttershy had covered him in last night. That girl's pretty sweet. "Well, no sense in lazing about. I have a job to go to." Ty got off the couch and cleaned himself up before eating breakfast. He had noticed Fluttershy had set some food aside for him. "I'll have to cook something for her to return her kindness." Ty then made his way over to Sweet Apple Acres. "Morning Applejack."
Applejack smiled. "Mornin' Ty! Yer just in time!" Applejack then pointed over to a group of trees. "That group of trees is being pretty stubborn, and Big Mac is busy at the other end of the orchard. Think you can handle them?"
"Shouldn't be too hard." Ty walked up to one of the trees. He then punched it sending vibrations through the whole tree shaking the apples loose. "Just gotta find the right spot to hit it." Ty then rubbed his fist. "Maybe I should use a kick next time. I don't wanna go busting up my hands." Ty kicked the rest of the trees with great force! Shaking all the apples loose. Applejack was impressed.
"Well Ah'll be. Yer a natural at this!"
Ty smiled. "Thanks. My parents made sure I knew how to defend myself just in-case. I guess it paid off in more ways than one."
"Ah'll say. But before you head out..." Applejack handed Ty a small bag full of bits. "Here's yer pay an' a wallet. You'll need to carry yer bits in somethin'."
Ty took the bag graciously as he left. "Thank you." When Ty got back to Fluttershy's cottage, he heard her fawning over something inside. "Fluttershy?" Ty opened the door to find Fluttershy fawning over a little blue bug with green eyes. "What's that thing?"
"Oh! Hello Ty." Fluttershy then nuzzled the little insect. "I met this little guy while I was out today. Isn't he cute?"
Ty inspected the creature closer and recoiled! "Fluttershy? Get rid of that thing. Now."
"What?" Fluttershy looked at the little creature with a confused look. "What's wrong with him?"
"That's a parasprite. And if it's eaten..." Ty then clamped his hands down on Fluttershy's shoulders. "Please tell me you didn't feed it."
"Well, he ate a whole bucket of apples. Why?" Ty then bolted out the door! "Ty?" Ty ran over to Burst's house and banged on the door!
Burst was confused when he opened the door. "Ty? What's up?"
"We've got a problem. Fluttershy's brought a parasprite to town.", Ty said gravely. "And the worst part being she fed it."
Burst scratched his chin. "Let's check one of my books. We'd better learn how to deal with this mess before it escalates." Ty followed Burst inside his house and Burst grabbed a list of pests native to Equestria. "Let's see....parasprites. A small, harmless-looking insect. However, these pests possess a ravenous appetite which lets them multiply at an unbelieveable." Burst then looked to Ty. "We have to find Fluttershy. NOW." The two headed outside. "So these things mulitply whenever they eat something. How bad of a swarm are we talking?"
"Let's just say we'll literally be eaten out of house and home!", Ty answered as he and Burst looked around for Fluttershy. They then spotted her heading into Sugar Cube Corner. "Oh no. No, no, no...." Ty and Burst made a break for Sugar Cube Corner and intercepted Fluttershy as she was showing off the parasprite to Twilight and Pinkie. "Fluttershy. I think it would be best to put that parasprite back where it came from." Pinkie gasped!
"Parasprite?! Yuck! Hold on! I need to get some instruments!" Pinkie dashed off.
Burst was confused and shrugged. "If Pinkie's got a plan to deal with these things, I hope she can get it ready fast."
"I'm just glad she won't be demolishing the sweets made for Princess Celestia's visit.", Twilight said with a sigh of relief before looking at the parasprite. "But why are you two freaking out over this adorable little thing?"
"Because these little guys can be a big problem. ESPECIALLY if they keep eating.", Ty noted. He then looked to Fluttershy and saw that the parasprite had multiplied. "Oh no. That's not good." Fluttershy was confused as she looked to the two new parasprites.
"But...I only found one at the edge of the Everfree Forest. Where did these two come from?"
"They came from the one you found Fluttershy. Parasprites multiply after they eat.", Ty said with a frown.
"They can't be that bad.", Twilight said as she took one of the parasprites. "They look so adorable!"
"That's what makes them so dangerous!", Burst noted before sighing. "I'm going to go hang-out with Spike at the library. He'll probably need help with all those books you've left lying around." Burst headed for the library while Twilight went to show-off the parasprite to Rarity and Rainbow Dash. Leaving Fluttershy with Tyrannus.
"I'm sorry. The little guy just looked so hungry.", Fluttershy said as the parasprite nuzzled her hair. "Can you say no to this face?"
Ty sighed. "I can't be upset with you for being kind Fluttershy. But I'm going to help Pinkie with whatever plan she's got brewing to drive the parasprites out. In the meantime, you just try to avoid feeding that thing anymore." Ty left to help Pinkie with the plan she had in mind. Fluttershy then headed home and spent the rest of the day trying to resist feeding the parasprite. Her will didn't hold long.
The next day...
Twilight woke up with a start at hearing the sound of many tiny sounds of snoring. She then saw that the parasprites had surrounded her! "Spike!" Twilight ran over to spike and shook him awake to get the parasprite that were covering him off! "Wake up!" Twilight looked around at all the parasprites. "Spike? Did you feed that parasprite I brought in yesterday?"
"The little guy got hungry last night, so I gave him a snack!" Spike looked around at the swarm in the library. "Maybe I shouldn't have done that...." Burst had just opened the door, and his jaw dropped!
"Okay. Things just got a little more bad." Burst then revealed a bag he was carrying. "Good thing I planned ahead! Let's round up these pests! We need to contain them before they spread anymore!" Burst powered up his horn and fired a small spark of lightning from his hands to herd the parasprites to the center of the library! Twilight used her magic to levitate the bag over them, and seal them inside! "Let's hope we can solve this problem before Princess Celestia shows up!" At Rainbow Dash's house, the parasprites swarmed her and refused to leave her alone! Rarity had found the creatures helpful, but was disgusted when she saw them spit to create more of themselves! Inferno tried to use his magic to get rid of them, but couldn't risk a fire going off in the shop! Over at Fluttershy's house, Ty was trying as hard as he could to protect the fridge! The parasprites were everywhere and trying to get past Ty while Fluttershy desperately tried to get them to stop!
"Fluttershy?", Ty asked witha frown.
"Yes?"
"You fed that parasprite you kept. Didn't you?"
"I couldn't say no to that face! They're too cute!", Fluttershy argued! "Now what do we do?"
"I'm going to find Pinkie. Try to keep these pests here while I do that. Please." And with that, Ty left Fluttershy to deal with the swarm that had invaded her cottage. Fortunately, Ty didn't have to look far. "Pinkie! How's your plan coming along?"
"It's almost ready! I just need another couple of minutes!", Pinkie said with a smile as she showed Ty the instruments she'd gathered. "Think you can keep the parasprites rounded up until then?"
"I hope so..." Ty then saw Burst, Twilight, and Rarity arrive at Fluttershy's cottage. However, his eyes widened when he saw Applejack walking up with a cart full of apples! "...Or not. Don't open the-!" Ty's warning came too late as a swarm of parasprites came flying out of the front door! Devouring the entire cart of apples Applejack had brought with her! "Okay. New plan. Herd them altogether!" Applejack nodded and ordered the others to keep on the parasprites as they rolled them into a gigantic ball! Whatever you have planned Pinkie, you better do it soon! They had gathered the parasprites together, but the containment didn't last! "Well, now we need another new plan."
"Time to call in the weather team!", Rainbow Dash said with a smirk as she straped on her goggles and flew! Creating a hurricane that sucked in all the parasprites! She was leading them away until Pinkie came along carrying cymbals that got sucked in as well! Rainbow Dash dodged like crazy to avoid the cymbals and the tornado she made faded away leading the parasprites back to Ponyville! Rainbow rubbed her head as she stood up. "Well that backfired."
Twilight's eyes went wide with horror. "Oh no. They'll eat everything in town!" The group rushed to Ponyville and Twilight's horn glowed as she readied a spell. "If I use and appetite spell, that'll get them to stop eating all the food!" Twilight raised her hand as the aura of her magic covered it and released a wave of magic that reached all the parasprites! Fortunately, they stopped eating the food. However, Burst wasn't so sure that this was a good thing.
"Um, Twilight? If you've gotten these pests to stop eating the food, what're they going to eat NOW?" Burst and Twilight flinched when they saw a parasprite eat a bucket! "...I think we have our answer. We've gotta get rid of these things before they eat the whole town!" Twilight ran off to her library to find that the parasprites were eating all the words from her books! She grabbed one and made a break for Zecora's hut to see if there was anything she knew! At the same time, Burst, Inferno, and Ace were shooting small blasts to keep the parasprites away from the buildings! "Here's hoping Pinkie's got her plan ready!" The three of them held off the swarm until Twilight returned and saw how overrun they were. She fell to her knees.
"We're doomed." Twilight then heard the sound of many instruments going off and saw Pinkie and Ty were the source! But what really impressed her was that the sound of the music was leading the parasprites away! The two lead the parasprites away from Ponyville, and Princess Celestia watched with an amused expression before turning her attention to Twilight and the others. "I can't believe it! It's working!"
"Sometimes the silliest solutions are the most effective.", Burst said with a nod. He then saw Princess Celestia's procession heading their way. "And just in time too." Burst and the others bowed before Princess Celestia as she approached.
"Twilight Sparkle. My prize pupil.", Celestia said with a warm smile.
"Hello Princess!"
"So lovely to see you again. As well as your friends." Celestia then noticed Pinkie and ty leading away the parasprites. Twilight then tried to alter the subject.
"So how was the trip? Hit much traffic?", Twilight asked with a nervous smile.
"What is this?" A parasprite then flew up to Celestia and nuzzled her. Celestia giggled at the site of it. "These creatures are adorable!"
"If only she knew...", Burst whispered to Inferno.
"I'm terribly honored that you and the good citizens of Ponyvill have organized a parade in honor of my visit.", Celestia said with a smile.
"Parade?" A light bulb went off in Twilight's head. "Oh! Yes! The parade!"
"Unfortunately, that visit is going to have to be for another time. There's an emergency going on in Fillydelphia. Apparently there's been some sort of infestation."
"I-Infestation?"
"Yes. A swarm of bothersome creatures has invaded the poor town. I'm sorry to put you through all this trouble." Twilight smiled. "By the way, would you care to give me your latest report on the magic of friendship?"
Twilight looked to Pinkie and smiled. "I've learned that sometimes that the solutions to your problems can come from where you least expect it. It's a good idea to stop and listen to your friends' ideas and perspectives. Even when they don't seem to make much sense."
"That, and sometimes silliness is super effective.", Burst joked.
"I'm glad to see you and your friends are learning so much.", Celestia said with a smile as her procession left. The girls met up with Pinkie.
"I'd say that ends today on a high note.", Burst said with a nod. "Now we'd better get to rebuilding." Burst and the others set to work fixing up the town. But faraway, a portal opened up and sucked a lone parasprite through.
Fortress of the Nightmare Forces...
Dark Ice was looking over his transformed body. Where his normal pegasus wings once stood, bat wings that matched his skin color were in place. Also of note were the dragonic eyes that were in place of his normal ones. "So this is what those who know no fear feel like. It feels like everyone else should fear me!"
"Very good Dark Ice." The figure who had rectuited him said. "Your new form suits you quite well."
Ice bowed. "Thank you. Lord Night Terror."
Night Terror had dark grey skin, long pitch black hair, and acid-freen eyes that seemed to ooze darkness. "I have a mission for you Dark Ice." Night Terror then produced the parasprite he had captured. "I want you to use your abilities to scan this creature. Then construct something more...appropriate from from the scan." Dark Ice reached his hand out, and an aura of darkness surrounded the parasprite before it faded. Ice then focused, and a new creature formed from the darkness he had in his hand. It was a wasp that was poison purple in color and had a stinger like a blade. "Excellent. We shall call them Nightmare Stingers. Go to Ponyville Ice. And destroy the Elements of Harmony! As well as the male alicorn that dared to stand against Nightmare Moon!" Ice bowed before opening a portal.
Ponyville, Night time
Burst was just about ready for bed when he sensed something in the air. This dark magic. It feels like... Burst strapped on his Duelist Arms and met Inferno. "Did you feel it too?" Inferno nodded. "What could be causing it?"
"What're you two doing out so late?", Ace asked as he glided down to join them. Steel and Ty joined in as well.
"We picked up on something.", Inferno answered. "It feels like dark magic. But we've got no idea what's causing it!" A buzzing soon filled the air. "On second thought, maybe we know now..." The group saw the swarm of Nightmare Stinger splitting up into different directions! "It looks like they're headed for the girls' houses!" 

"Then let's split up! Each of us to a different one of the girls! Now!", Burst ordered! Burst saw a group of nightmare stingers hovering around Twilight's window! Burst fired two shots from his blasters and fried them! Meanwhile, Inferno shooting down some Nightmare Stingers caused the swarm to divert their attention on him! And Ty puncing out some of the swarm hovering around Fluttershy's cottage made him a target too! Ace had frozen the Nightmare Stingers that tried to invade Sugar Cube Corner and shattered them! Steel in the meantime cut down the Nightmare Stingers that had gathered at Rainbow Dash's house! At the same time, Ice sensed his swarm being exterminated and ordered them to converge on the ones who had interfered! The group gathered at the edge of town and got rid of the last of the swarm! "Just who sent these things anyway."
"I did.", Ice said as he stepped out of a portal. Ice stared coldly at Burst and the others, but his eyes went wide when he noticed Ace! "..Ace?"
"Ice...", Ace said in shock! "What....what did you do to yourself? Why're you attacking my friends?!"
"Simple. This new form lets me banish my fear! I'm no longer the coward that did nothing while that storm raged on!", Ice said with a frown. "As for why I'm attacking your friends, they stand in the way of the one who gave me this new found courage. All who stood against Nightmare Moon will pay for their foolishness." Ice then pointed at Burst. "You are among that lot Burst Stream."
"No Ice.", Ace said sternly. "All you're doing is projecting your fear on others! You're just running away all over again! If you're going to hurt the people we care about, then we're not letting you through!"
"Shut up!", Ice hissed. "If you're going to be in my way, then I'll let my friend play with you." Ice snapped his fingers and the vanquished Nightmare Stingers gathered their essence and forged a new form! It was a gigantic wasp-like humanoid monster with stinger blades on his forearms! "See you around bro." Ice vanished through a new portal leaving the guys to deal with the revived Nightmare Stinger! Nightmare Stinger hovered in the air and rammed Ace to the ground! Inferno rolled out of the way as Nightmare Stinger slashed at him with its forearm stinger blades! 
"Let's fry this bug!", Inferno shouted as he fired off a shot from his blaster! Nightmare Stinger buzzed furiously as the blast scorched its exoskeleton! Inferno blocked Nightmare Stinger's stinger blade with his own sword and knocked the overgrown bug away! Burst then fired a charged shot from his blaster! Electrocuting the nightmare creature! Nightmare Stinger buzzed furiously as it separated into a new swarm of wasps!  Burst and the guys tried to destroy the swarm, but Nightmare Stinger's swarm form was to fast! It was then that Ace had an idea!
"Guys! Herd them into a single place!", Ace called out! Burst and the others forced the swarm to gather in a single points! "Here I go!" Ace concentrated his ice magic, and sent out a blast that started to freeze the swarm! Nightmare Stinger barely finished taking its individual form before Burst and Inferno destroyed it with one final blast! With the fight over, Ace fell to his knees. "Ice. What have you done?" Ace then felt Burst put a hand on his shoulder.
"Whatever's happened, we'll find a way to save him.", Burst said with a smile. "And Ice'll need your help to wake up."
Ace stood up and sighed. "I hope Ice can wake himself up too...." As Ace and the guys headed home, Ace then noticed something. The necklace he wore under his shirt was glowing. Ace pulled out the necklace. It had a green gem called a dragon's eye, and a dragon's claw and fang were hanging alongside the gem. It was then that he heard voice.
"Steel your eyes, bare your fangs, and ready your claws. Let them guide you to your wisdom awaken the courage within the sleeping hero.", the voices said. Ace was then whisked away to a cave! It was there that he saw three items encased in ice. Ace inspected the pedestal they were placed on had an engraving corresponding to each of them. Each one seemed to correspond with  a different item on Ace's necklace. Ace placed the gem, the fang, and the claw in their respective slots that was in front of the items. In a flash of light, the crystal prison of the items was shattered! Ace shielded his eyes from the light! When it faded, Ace saw the items for what they were. There was a sword that was emerald green throughout, a navy blue scarf, and a red shield that looked like a dragon's head. Three dragon spirits then materialized before Ace! "We are the spirits of the dragon knights. We have watched over the Duelist Arms you see before you Ace. You are the one destined to wield them."
"What makes me so special?", Ace asked.
"You have awakened as an Element of Heroism Ace. And with these, you shall free your brother. When the time comes, you shall know. Farewell Ace." The dragon spirits faded away and Ace found himself back with Burst and the other Elements of Heroism. The guys noticed Ace's new Duelist Arms. Ace looked at his Duelist Arms with a determined gaze. "Ice. I'm going to wake you up from this nightmare. I just hope you wake up before I need to make you."

	
		Episode 11: Battle Between Brothers



	The next day, Burst and the guys went to check up on Ace. They had expected Ace to be surprised to see them, but he was actually expecting them. "I was wondering when you'd all show up. Have a seat. And you better tell the girls about this when I'm done." The group headed inside as Ace took a seat and sighed. "As you may have all guessed, I have some relation to that guy who attacked last night. The one who summoned those weird creatures. His name is Dark Ice. And he's my older brother."
"So...how'd he become that thing?", Burst asked. "I'm pretty sure he wasn't born like that."
"If you want answers, I should start at the beginning. When me and my family lived in Cloudsdale." Ace's mind drifted to his past. "I was the middle child of three brothers. My little brother, Shadow Thunder. And my older brother Dark Ice. We were a pretty happy family. But one day, a storm went out of control and Shadow and I were in the house when it got close. Ice ran in to find us, but he was frozen when the storm hit. At that time, I unleashed my ice powers to put up a barrier around us. Our parents were relieved that we were alright, but Ice was shaken up pretty badly after that. He left soon afterward and I haven't seen him since. That is, until last night." Ace sighed. "And that's my story. Ice couldn't stand to be a coward like he was, so he's taken the path that led him to become what he is now. A nightmare creature." Ace then looked to his Duelist Arms that sat on his table. "And after our encounter with him and Nightmare Stinger, these things showed up. From their design, they're Duelist Arms like the ones you and Inferno have. The sword and shield speak for themselves, but the scarf's a complete mystery to me. And that's about everything I know."
Burst scratched his chin. "I think now's a good time to inform Twilight and the girls about this. They need to know about this attack. Hopefully, Twilight can contact the princess. She might have experience with whatever's making Ice act the way he is. We're gonna set things right Ace. Trust me."
Ace sighed. "All I care is that you're willing to try."
Fortress of the Nightmare Forces...
Dark Ice was kneeling before Lord Night Terror. "You failed Dark Ice.", Night Terror said flatly. 
"Forgive me Lord Night Terror.", Ice replied. "I underestimated the strength of Burst and his friends."
Night Terror scowled. "You say that. Yet you did not engage them and left your minion to do the job. And the results of that speak for themselves. Why did you refuse to attack them? Why did you retreat?"
"One of those who opposes us is my brother.", Ice said nervously. "He's my family. I can't bring him into this."
"You can. You WILL.", Night Terror boomed. "Your brother is an obstacle to our goals. And we either persuade our obstacles to join us, or we CRUSH them and move along. If you cannot do the first, you will do the second. Let us hope that your brother makes the smart choice. Approach him when you feel you can get to him while he's alone. Are we clear?" Ice shivered at Night Terror's ultimatum.
"Crystal....my lord." And with that, Ice retired to his quarters. I know just the time to meet with you Ace. I just hope you'll make good use of that big brain of yours. Back at Ponyville, Burst and the guys had just finished recounting Ace's story to Twilight and the Mane 6.
"That's so horrible!", Twilight said in shock. "Spike. Take a letter immediately!" Twilight listed off the events as Spike wrote them down and sent the letter via dragon fire. "So can we expect another visit from Dark Ice soon?"
Burst shook his head. "I don't know. But from what Ace said, Ice is doing this because the Nightmare Forces promised him the power to overcome fear. But they've really given him is merely the ability to inflict his fear on others. I just hope Ace can get him to realize that." Twilight rubbed her brow when Spike burped up a letter from Princess Celestia. Twilight levitated the letter over to her hands with her magic. "What's it say?"
"Princess Celestia says that '....only the words of a heart close to one chained by the nightmare can free them. Either that, or the one under the nightmare forces' influence must wake themselves up if they have a strong will.' But that's about it.", Twilight said with a sigh.
Burst let out a sigh of his own. "Then it looks like it all falls to Ace's family, or Ice himself realizing his mistake."
Winter Wrap-Up...
Ace was sound asleep, and dreaming peacefully. Or at least, he was. In Ace's dreams, a familiar presence had manifested. "Told you I'd see you around.", Ice said with a smirk. Ace spun around to face his brother! "Good to see you bro."
"Ice?! How are you here?!", Ace demanded.
"One of the benefits of joining with the Nightmare Forces. I can travel in the dreamscape and enter other people's dreams."
"Okay. One more question. WHY are you here?"
Ice frowned. "I want to talk to you. In private. That way your little group of friends can't interrupt."
"Let me guess.", Ace said with a scowl. "Your bosses are recruiting?"
Ice chuckled. "No wonder Mom and Dad said you were the wise one. I'll be waiting in the forest. See you then..." Dark Ice faded out of Ace's dreamscape and returned to his own body. Ace woke up with a start and got dressed. He then looked to his new Duelist Arms and equipped them. At the same time, Ice had opened his eyes and smirked. "Now all I have to do is wait." Ace took a deep breath before heading outside. Winter Wrap-Up was underway, and that granted Ace the chance to slip away unnoticed. Ace made his way over to the forest treading lightly. 
Ice's body's been altered since he joined the Nightmare Forces. No telling what kinds of new and weird powers he has now. Best to keep my guard up. Ace soon found an open area. And sure enough, he saw Ice sitting there with a smirk on his face. "I came like you wanted. So just what do you want?" Ice got up and sighed.
"Right down to business. Typical of you Ace. It's simple. Thanks to the Nightmare Forces, I'm not chained by fear anymore. Their power FREED me. And maybe they free you from your chains too. You're always going on about how you wish you could pick up more girls. Maybe they can give you quite the confidence boost."
Ace hardened his gaze. "The answer's no. I'll get a girl in time. With who I am and not some distorted version of me. What makes you think you're not chained by your fear now? You rushed into the house because you were scared for me and Shadow. You didn't let your fear keep you from searching for us in the house then!"
"AND WHAT DID I DO WHEN THE STORM WAS UPON US?!", Ice snapped! "NOTHING! I WAS FROZEN IN PLACE LIKE A STATUE! MY FEAR MADE ME POWERLESS TO DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD GET YOU TWO OUT OF THERE! DON'T YOU GET IT?! I WAS WEAK!" Ice was breathing heavily  as he recovered from his rant and slowly regained his composure. "But now? Now I'm strong. I'm not held back anymore because I'll make others suffer the same feeling of dread I endured that day! Then it will longer have any power over me! You're the smart one of us. So make the wise decision." 
Ace took a deep breath before answering. "I already did." Ace gripped the handle of his sword. "I'm standing by the people I love Ice. It's not too late to be among them. I don't want it to come to this. Please."
Ice simply frowned. "I was hoping you'd have agreed. Now?" Ice summoned a claw made of darkness and slashed at Ace! "Now you'll have to be eliminated!" Ace drew his sword and readied his shield! Ice charged at Ace with his bat wings and readied his shadow claw for another slash! Ace raised his shield to block just in time! Ace then slashed at Ice with his sword! Ice cringed as the blade struck him! No blood leaked from his wound, but darkness was flowing from it. At the same time, a crack of light was seen coming from where Ace had struck! Ice noticed his wound and willed himself to push on despite it! "Your new toys pack quite the punch!" Ice then flipped over Ace and slashed at Ace's wings before landing behind him!
Ace cried out in pain! "AGH!" Ace noticed that his wings had scratch marks. Ice had grounded him! And Ice took full advantage of this weakness! Ice took to the air, and dove down at Ace! Slashing at him any time he could! Ace raised his shield to block, but Ice's shadow claw struck with great force! He's got me pinned! If there was any time to figure out what this third Duelist Arm does, now would be pretty good! Ace noticed Ice coming back down for another dive! In desperation, Ace leaped into the air with closed eyes and tried to flap his wings! To his surprise, he was actually flying! Ace then looked down and saw that his scarf Duelist Arm had turned into a pair of navy blue dragon wings! "The fight's just about even now!" Ace then noticed his sword's blade glowing with a teal light! Ace slashed at the air, and a wave of energy knocked Ice to the ground! Ace dove down and continued his assault! Ice raised his shadow claw to block Ace's strikes, but the shadow claw was destroyed with one final strike from Ace's sword! Ice was then knocked back when Ace rammed him with his shield! Ice fell to the ground, and Ace used his sword to prop himself up as he caught his breath. "Tell your boss...I respectfully decline..." Ice simply groaned as he opened up a portal that led back to the Nightmare Forces' Fortress. Ace slowly walked home from his battle and set to work tending to the wounds he had been inflicted. Ice. If only you understood. When you rushed in to look for me and Shadow that day, that was you pushing past your fear for the sake of your concern for us. That's when you had true courage. Not the lie the Nightmare Forces have given you. Ace then sighed. And they seem to be true to their name. They've seen fit to exploit your worst fear and have used it to chain you. But what was that light coming from your wound? Whatever it was, it sure felt like the real you. Ace then looked to an old photograph of him, Ice, and Shadow. "Maybe it'll take more than just me to wake you up." Ace then lay down on his bed. Hoping to sleep this day off like a bad dream.
Fortress of the Nightmare Forces...
Ice sat in his quarters fuming. "BLAST! Why can that idiot be the smart one?! He refused a chance to be freed from his chains! Free from his fears! And for what?! His friends?!" Ice scoffed. "Maybe he just doesn't want to admit that I was right about the Nightmare Forces. That I'm not controlled by my fear anymore!"
"Or maybe you've traded your old chains for new, stronger ones.", a voice said. Ice sat up and got into a fighting stance!
"Who's there?! Show yourself! I'm not scared of you! I'm not scared of anything! Not anymore!"
The voice sighed. "But you are Ice. All you've done is run away from your problems and hoped that they would just leave you alone. All that's done is let your fear gain greater power over you. That's what's led you to allign with these creatures. You've become an even bigger coward than you were originally because you now inflict fear on others."
"SHUT UP!", Ice screamed! "I don't know who you are, but listen up! You don't know me! So stop trying to say otherwise!"
"Very well. But know that you will hear from me again. When you're ready to wake up from this nightmare." And the voice vanished leaving Ice alone in his room. It was then that Night Terror came into Ice's quarters.
"I take it your efforts and persuasion were unsuccessful?", Night Terror asked.
Ice nodded. "Ace didn't bite at the offer. And he isn't destroyed. He busted me up good. I couldn't destroy him."
Night Terror frowned. "Or maybe you held back because he was your family. Either way, you disappoint me Ice. Next time you meet, show him no mercy. Otherwise..." Night Terror leaned in to Ice's face and stared almost directly into his soul. "I'll make sure you live your worst nightmare every waking moment." And with that, Night Terror left. I was created to be your king. And now you've been taken from me. Night Terror then looked to a picture of Nightmare Moon. "But where you fell, I shall rise! And those that stand in our way shall know true fear!"
The Castle of the Two Sisters...
A blue mist was trailing along the ground. Then it made a vibrating motion before continuing on its path. Odd. Nightmare Moon thought to herself. Felt like someone was talking about me just now.

	
		Episode 12: Royal Visit



	Burst and the guys gathered to meet with Ace the next day, and he recounted his encounter with Ice just yesterday. "Sounds like the Nightmare Forces aren't to be taken lightly. Meaning we need to be ready when they'll strike again." Burst then looked to Ace. "You did pretty well with handling Ice with your Duelist Arms. But you're not a fighter. You need training. Inferno and I have experience with Duelist Arms, so we can help teach you how to use them effectively. Steel and Ty? You two practice your combat skills too. If Ice was any indicator, we haven't seen the last of the Nightmare Forces. For now? Let's just try to enjoy what relaxation we can get." Burst's mind then turned to what Night had said at their first encounter. Don't the Nightmare Forces know Nightmare Moon's gone now? Luna was purified by the Elements of Harmony. We've got Twilight and the girls to thank for that. Or are they simply fighting on for the sake of vengeance? Doesn't matter. They're a threat to our friends, and our home. And me and the guys have to be ready to fight them. Until then... Burst yawned. I'm gonna get some rest. And here I thought my life in Ponyville would be uneventful.... All these thoughts were for another time as Burst's head hit the pillow. Whatever awaited him tomorrow, he'd face it all the same.
The next day...
Burst stretched as he yawned. Better check the mail. Burst got up and went outside to check his mailbox. Upon collecting his mail, Burst scrolled through the various letters. One stood out in particular to him though. In specific, one that had a seal of Princess Celestia's cutie mark. Second time I've seen a letter like this. Burst opened up the letter and read it to himself silently. Dear Burst Stream. I wanted to thank you for helping Twilight make such good friends and being a good friend to her in return. I'd like to speak to you in person at Canterlot today. I do hope you can make it. This letter shall serve as proof of my summons. HRH, Princess Celestia. Burst then got to work writing his own letter to Inferno informing him that he'd be absent from their training session today. "It'd be rude to keep a princess waiting." Burst ate breakfast and changed out of his pajamas into his signature outfit. However, Burst remembered something important. "I was shirtless the first time I wore this coat." Burst removed his coat and dug through his closet for a shirt. He settled on the old NES controller shirt and put it on before once again donning his coat. Burst then focused his magic and teleported to Canterlot. Arriving in a flash of blue light. "Thank goodness for those teleport spells Mom taught me." Burst then began making his way towards Canterlot Castle. As he walked, he couldn't help but notice all the upper-class citizens looking upon him with contempt. I don't know how Princess Celestia puts up with these overgrown brats without wanting to banish them all. Good thing I plan on crashing their oh-so-refined gala! The thought of that alone made Burst smile. "Well I've got wings. Might as well use them." Burst took to the air and flew above the buildings of Canterlot. From there, he found the castle and raced over there! Burst soon landed and presented the letter Celestia had sent to the guards. He was then escorted to the throne room and left to enter on his own. Hope she's not too busy. Burst opened the door, and found that the throne room was empty save for Celestia and the two guards she had stationed. It was his third or fourth time seeing her, but Burst was still taken away by how beautiful Princess Celestia was. Her white dress and golden shoes definitely fit her royal stature. She looks heavenly. Not to mention that voice of hers is so beautiful too. Burst thought with a smile as he took in her appearance. He then bowed before the princess. "I got your letter your highness."
Celestia smiled warmly. "I'm glad you could make it Burst Stream. You may rise." Burst got up and looked around.
"I'm guessing it's a slow day?", Burst joked. "Well, glad I could help keep you busy. You're certainly a task I wouldn't mind attending to. So what do you need from me?"
Celestia giggled as she dismissed her guards. "I was hoping to know you better. Does a walk sound nice?"
Burst smiled. "Sure. Lead the way." Celestia walked around the castle. "So what do you want to know about me first?"
"I guess you should start from the beginning and how you came to make that promise you made years ago."
"Well, I grew up with two loving parents. Aether Stream and Lumina Burst. I had a pretty happy childhood, but I had to hide my wings too. The crazy thing is, my dad had wings and magic too but his wings weren't like mine. I guess the whole of Equestria would freak out if they found out there was a male avatar walking around. . Namely because they might think I was you long-lost son!" Burst and Celestia shared a laugh. "And soon enough, I got accepted into your school for gifted magi. But the night before, I made a connection between you and the Legend of the Two Sisters. I asked my dad if you were the older sister in the book, and he told me the truth of the story. About you, and about Luna." Burst looked to Celestia. "And that's when I made my promise to you. Hope that's not too boring an origin story."
Celestia giggled. "No. I think it's sweet. You're grown into quite the young man. But how did you come to be able to hold your own against my corrupted sister?"
"You know how I said I WAS attending your school?", Burst asked. "Well I dropped out at the ripe age of sixteen. Namely because it was five years before Nightmare Moon's return. And my dad took it upon himself to train me for that day. I built up my body and magic. He also made sure to teach me to be effective with weapons and martial arts. Then he gave me my signature weapons. The Duelist Arms."
"I'd expect nothing less from the Avatar of Heroism.", Celestia said with a smile. "That's why your father knew so much about fighting. He was a knight in service to my mother long ago."
"Heh. I guess being a hero runs in my family!", Burst said with a smile. "So what do you wanna know next?"
"Any interests or hobbies you have?", Celestia asked.
Burst scratched his head. "Let's see....anime, video games, movies...Oh! And I also like to sing. I usually look up the lyrics of songs I want to learn, and practice them. So, yeah! That's pretty much all there is to know about me."
"Might I have a demonstration of your singing?"
Burst blushed! "Well...I guess." Burst took a deep breath. "Mysteries abound! Made of a deep energy! Foes all around, but I will go fearless and free! I'll give you strength. You give me love, that's how we'll live! My courage won't fade! If you're with me, my enemies will never win! We will fight for love and glory! We will live to tell the story! There is nothing we can't live through! Nothing ever dies, we will rise again! Don't stop! Don't stop! We're in luck now! Don't stop, keep your spirit proud! And ride upon the wind! All we have to do is gooo! Don't stop! Don't stop! We're in luck now! Don't stop there's so much to be found! We can find paradise! All we have to do is go! Go! Free your soul! Dragon Soul!" Celestia clapped with a warm smile. "Didn't expect to perform for a royal audience so soon.", Burst said with a smile. "So now it's your turn to tell me about yourself. That is, if you don't mind princess."
"Not in the least.", Celestia said with a warm smile. "I'm an immortal avatar princess. I enjoy gardening, taking care of my subjects and my little sister, and I do enjoy music and singing too. I've also got a serious love of cake. That's everything on my end." Celestia smirked. "You know, I bet a fine young man like yourself has a girlfriend."
Burst shook his head. "Nope. I might have a good number of female friends, but that's all they see me as. Nightmare Moon DID try to convince me to join her. Even called me a handsome specimen. So does that count as a girl asking me out?"
Celestia giggled. "Not exactly. But it does count as a girl expressing interest in you."
Burst gave her a small smile. "While we're on the subject, how's Luna doing?"
Celestia sighed. "It's been pretty hard for her adjusting to the current Equestria. I'm just looking for the right time to reintroduce her to Equestria's public. Right now, I'm the only friend she has."
"Well, time to change that.", Burst said with a grin. "Just lead me to her, and I'll take care of the rest!"
Celestia blinked before smiling. "Right this way." Celestia led Burst to a giant navy blue door with a moon symbol on it and opened the door. "Lulu?", Celestia called out. A tiny avatar girl with medium blue skin and wings wearing a light blue dress and an obsidian crown slowly walked out from a pile of stuffed animals. "Come on Luna. There's a friend I want you to meet." Luna slowly made her way over to Burst and Celestia as  Burst took a knee and smiled.
"Hi there Luna. Do you remember me?", Burst asked. Luna nodded. "It's very nice to meet you." Burst then looked to the mountain of stuffed animals. "I'd say you look like you could use a friend."
"But...but what if everyone's scared of me?", Luna asked.
Burst smiled as he put a hand on Luna's shoulder. "Hey. I'm not scared of you am I?" Luna nodded. "Then that makes me your first friend." Luna beamed as she hugged Burst's leg! "See? Not so lonely anymore, right?" Luna nodded. "Then my job's done here. It was nice getting to know both of you." As Burst was about to leave, Celestia grabbed his hand. 
"Wait...", Celestia said as she pulled Burst into a hug. "Thank you. For bringing Luna back. And for being her first friend." Burst lightly blushed as he returned the hug. Burst was lost in Celestia's embrace. It felt so warm, kind, and safe. He almost didn't want to pull out of it. But all the same, Burst found himself pulling out of the hug. Oddly enough, Celestia felt the same. "Goodbye Burst Stream. Until we meet again."
"Call me Burst please.", Burst said as he walked out. "See you around princess." Burst spread his wings, and took off for Ponyville. The moment of him and Celestia so close still on his mind. I guess I've got my eye on someone now. Burst then smiled. Then again, I can't think of a better woman to fall for. As Burst flew off, Celestia watched with a smile as she held herself.
"Until the gala Burst."

	
		Episode 13: Fair Play



	It was just another day in Ponyville. Steel was lazing about on a cloud looking down on the town. "Hard to believe that so much craziness can go on in a place like this." Steel got off the cloud and started to hover around town seeing how his friends were doing. Burst and Inferno were training Ace to get better with his Duelist Arms, and Ty was working over at Sweet Apple Acres. So far, it seemed like any other day. Then he caught sight of Rainbow Dash and Applejack getting ready. "Huh. Wonder what's going on?" Steel flew down and went over to Spike and Twilight. "You two know what's going on between those two?"
"Rainbow Dash and Applejack are having and Iron Athlete competition!", Spike said excitedly. "And I'm the announcer!"
"In that case, I should even the playing field." Steel went over to Rainbow Dash. "Hey Dash!"
"Yo Steel!", Rainbow Dash said with a grin. "Here to see me whoop Applejack's butt?"
Steel nodded. "I needed to see something fun today. So why not? I'll be in the stands." Steel made his way to the stands, and the competition was soon underway! Over time, the stands began to get more and more crowded to see Applejack and Rainbow Dash go at it! Looks like things are getting pretty heated. Applejack and Rainbow Dash were now tied-up. The next event was the long-jump. Applejack had scored a great distance with her jump, and Rainbow Dash was next! Rainbow Dash ran to the jump mark, and leaped forward! But as her jump was coming to an end, Rainbow Dash used her wings to increase her distance! Steel stood up! "STOP THE COMPETITION! STOP IT RIGHT NOW!" Rainbow Dash was startled at Steel's outburst! Steel approached Applejack and Rainbow Dash. Needless to say, Rainbow Dash didn't know what Steel was going crazy over.
"What's the big idea Steel?!", Rainbow Dash demanded. "I was winning!"
Steel turned to Rainbow Dash with an ice cold glare that made her freeze in place. "That's the problem. You used your wings. You cheated. Does winning matter that much to you? You should be disqualified for what you pulled. What excuse do you have to say for yourself?" Rainbow Dash was frozen with shock, so she had no response. Steel's calm tone threw her off and made her feel so small. Steel sighed. "I'm not mad. I'm just disappointed in you. You may be the Element of Loyalty, but you have a lot to learn about playing fairly. Like any good athlete should." Steel then looked to Applejack. "Congratulations Aj. You won." And with that, Steel began to leave. But before leaving, Steel shot one last look at Rainbow Dash. ".....Find me if you're ready to own-up to your actions." 
"Gee. Ah didn't think Steel had it in him to do that.", Applejack said. "Hey..you gonna be alright Rainbow?"
"I...I need to be alone for a bit...." Rainbow Dash left, and she had never felt so ashamed in her life. Man. I don't think anyone's EVER gotten that in my face before. And Steel just let me have it without even raising his voice! That's...kinda cool... Rainbow Dash then smiled. He's got guts like his namesake. Heck! Same goes for those eyes of his! So awesome when he stared me down! Rainbow Dash then looked at the ground in shame and sighed. And...he was right. I used a loophole in the rules. It wasn't all that different from cheating. Oh man! I'd have hated to see how that would've escalated! Rainbow Dash flew off to find Steel, and found him resting under a tree.
"I was wondering when you'd show up.", Steel said with his eyes still closed.
"Yeah. Well...AGH!" Rainbow Dash groaned. "YOU WERE RIGHT OKAY?!" Rainbow Dash breathed heavily after letting it all out. "It was a loophole...but it wasn't giving a fair chance against Applejack. What's good's winning a competition if it means losing a friend?"
"No good at all. Because there's no honor in it.", Steel said as he rose. "Athletes and Wonderbolts live with honor and loyalty, right?" Steel had a small smile on his face. "You'll make a fine Wonderbolt one day Rainbow Dash. Just make sure never to lose your honor. And don't let winning be the only thing that matters to you." Rainbow Dash teared up a little as she hugged Steel!
"Yeah. I guess I needed to be taken down a peg.", Rainbow Dash said with a small smile.
"And I'd be happier to take you on more than that." Steel then leaned towards Rainbow Dash's face., and gave her his most sincere gaze right in her eyes. "You free Saturday?" Rainbow Dash blushed!
"Y-Yeah! Ponyville Arcade! Noon! N-Not that this is a date!", Rainbow Dash flustered as she left for her cloud house.
Steel chuckled as Rainbow Dash left. MAN she's cute when she's flustered. Flustered Dash is cutest Dash.
After the Running of the Leaves...
Steel was waiting over by the finish line with the rest of his friends. Pinkie Pie and Spike were keeping track of Rainbow Dash and Applejack from the air as they kept trying to get past the other. All the while, Rainbow Dash had tied her wings behind her back. She went a little overboard, but at least she learned her lesson. That's what counts. Steel saw Rainbow Dash finish second in the running. Because that makes her a winner in my book. Steel went over to Rainbow Dash and patted her on the back. "Does a burger sound nice as a consolation prize?"
Rainbow Dash grinned. "Yeah. I think I burned off my last two meals with this run." Rainbow Dash blushed when Steel kissed her on the cheek! "W-What was that for?!"
"Isn't it obvious? That's your main prize for finishing the race.", Steel said with a wink. "But I believe in fair play. You wanna get even? Catch me!" And Steel took off running while Rainbow Dash struggled to untie the ropes that held her wings in place! 
Rainbow Dash screamed as she flew after Steel! Darn it! WHY?! Why does he have to act so cool and collected?!  "STEEEEEEEELLLLLL!" Rainbow Dash soon tackled Steel to the ground! "I got you now!" Steel smiled.
"Wrong." Steel then kissed Rainbow Dash on the lips! "I'm the one who has you." The rest of the Mane 6's jaws dropped, and the guys had looks of shock! They never thought they'd see the day when Rainbow Dash of all girls would be kissed! Let alone by someone whose attitude was her polar opposite!  Rainbow Dash was speechless! "Mission accomplished.", Steel said with a grin as he got up. "How about I pay for lunch? Consider it amends for the kiss I stole." Steel chuckled as he noticed Rainbow Dash was still frozen with a blush on her face. "Was I really that good?"
"Sh-Shut up idiot!", Rainbow Dash stammered! "I...I got plenty of dudes lining up to lip-lock!"
Steel chuckled. "Heh heh! True. But I bet none of them have the guts to up and do it like me." Rainbow Dash just groaned as she walked with Steel. The two polished off their lunch no problem. "Better?"
"Yeah." Rainbow Dash then looked at Steel's face. "Hey. You've got a bit of milkshake on your face."
"Where?" Steel was surprised when Rainbow Dash kissed him! She has a smirk as she pulled out of it.
"NOW we're even for that stolen kiss!" Rainbow Dash walked off with a confident stride in her step. "Looks like I'm ther first person to surprise the captain of the Elite Guard!" All the while, Steel smiled lovingly.
"Well played Dash. Very well played."

	
		Episode 14: Stressed Out from Style



Inferno hummed to himself as he got dressed to help out Rarity. Her name's pretty dead-on. Not many girls have inner beauty to match their outside looks. I guess her element suits her really well too. It was awfully generous of her to let me move-in and work here. Good thing I made plenty of bits during my rockstar career. And yet she still goes and pays me. Well, at least it lets me keep some pocket money. There's got to be some way I can pay her back. She likes gems, and she talks about how much she enjoys a day at the spa. Maybe I could get her something related to either of those two things. Inferno walked into the boutique's business area and saw Rarity working on her gala dress. while her cat was struggling to keep all the supplies in its paws. "You sure know how to catch people's eyes."
Rarity smiled. "Why thank you darling. I take great pride in every piece I make." Rarity then let out a fond sigh. "I love it when my work can make people happy. That's what I love most about this job."
"Job? This is your passion. I can tell by how much dedication you've put into every piece.", Inferno said with a grin. "My mom knew what she was doing alright." Rarity was confused.
"Your mother?"
Inferno chuckled. "Well as you can see, I'm an avatar. My mom was an avatar too. Her name's Cinder Flare. She's the alicorn of passion. Whenever soemone has a dream, goal, or talent that they really love, she ignites that spark within them. She found one who lit her own passions when she heard my dad singing and playing his electric. See, my dad was a rock star. And rock music is all about passion and energy. Needless to say, my mom was his muse. He played and sang his heart out for her every time he got on stage. But one day, he put that all aside and settled down with my mom. Turns out, they had a new passion. Namely because my mom was about to have me. Soon enough I came into this world, hid my wings, and discovered the same love of music my parents had. I even took up being a rock star just like my old man. But I got tired of that lifestyle, and here I am. And I've gotta say, I like where I'm at." Inferno snuck a glance at Rarity. "And there's plenty of reasons for me to stay." Rarity smiled as she returned to her work. It was then that Applejack swung the boutique's door open. "Shhhh!", Inferno hissed before pointing to Rarity. Applejack nodded as she and Twilight approached Rarity.
"What's she makin'?", Applejack whispered.
"Looks like a dress.", Twilight noted.
Applejack smiled sheepishly. "That makes. This being a dress making shop and all."
"Is there something I can help you with?", Rarity asked.
"So sorry to trouble you Rarity. But I have a quick favor." Twilight reached into her pack and pulled out a dress. "Could you please fix a button for me? It's my dress for the Grand Galloping Gala." Rarity looked at the dress and gasped.
"Oh no no no no! You can't wear this...old thing! You need a glamorous new outfit for the gala! And I'll make it for you. No problem at all."
"That's really sweet of you to offer Rarity. But I can't let you do that. It would be so much work. This dress is fine."
Rarity put a hand on Twilight's shoulder. "Twilight Sparkle. I insist on making you a new dress."
"But-"
Rarity wagged her finger. "Not another word! I won't take no for an answer."
"Well in that case..thank you for your generosity Rarity. Knowing your handiwork, I'm sure it will be absolutely beautiful.", Twilight said with a smile. Rarity then looked to Applejack with an unamused expression.
"Let me guess Applejack. You don't want a new gown either."
"Gown? Shoot. I was just gonna wear mah old work duds.", Applejack answered.
Rarity gasped. "You can't possibly be serious Applejack! You absolutely MUST wear formal attire!"
"I won't be." Inferno interjected. "Heck, the guys and I are going casual."
Rarity nearly fainted! "But...but this is one of the most distinguished of events!"
"Well I actually want to be able to move freely.", Inferno said with a shrug. "The only time I'll ever wear a suit is my wedding day."
Rarity sighed before returning her attention to Applejack. "What if I just spruce up your eh..duds for you a little bit?"
"Eh..sure. Why not? Just don't make 'em too 'fru-fruy'."
"LOOK OUT BELOW!", Rainbow Dash screamed as she crashed through the roof!
Inferno sighed. "I'll fix that as soon as you're finished with your business."
Rainbow Dash chuckled. "Heh heh! Sorry about the ceiling. New trick. Didn't quite work."
A lightbulb went off in Rarity's head. "Ideeea! I'll make you an outfit for the gala too Rainbow Dash!"
"...For the what now?"
"I'll make one for all of you! Oh! And of course Pinkie and Fluttershy too! And when I'm done, we can hold our very own fashion show!"
Twilight smiled. "What a great idea! If you're sure you can handle it."
"Oh, it'll be a little bit of work. But it'll be a wonderful boost for my business! Plus, fun!"
"Fun?", Rainbow Dash asked. "I love fun things!"
Rarity beamed! "Then it's settled! We'll have a fashion show starring us!" The girls cheered while Inferno looked at Rarity with a worried expression.
I hope she doesn't forget about her own dress in all this excitement... Inferno thought.
"So...all you have to do is make a different, stunning, amazing outfit for one, two, three, four, five, plus yourself, six people lickety-split?", Applejack asked.
"Oh Applejack! You make it sound as if it's going to be hard!" Rarity then got to work on making the outfits for the gala, and began to sing as she did so. Inferno watched in amazement at how much care Rarity poured into her work. He couldn't help but smile at how much Rarity was enjoying herself.
Kind of reminds me when I really enjoyed playing. Inferno sighed fondly. I never felt more alive than when I strummed on my electric guitar. Rock's my passion. Fashion's Rarity's. No wonder I like her so much already. The two things we do go hand-in-hand in some cases. If I still had that life, I'd be sure to only accept her work. Half the things she makes would put the costume designers my band hired to shame! Soon enough, Rarity had finished the gala outfits and gathered the other girls.
"That's it. Keep them closed...don't look...okay you can look now!", Rarity said proudly as she revealed the dresses she'd made. The girls gasped! "These are your new outfits!" Rarity then pointed to each of the gala dresses she'd created. "What do you think of your old duds now Applejack? Pretty swanky are they not? And Twilight! I made this dress for you and I designed each outfit themed to perfectly reflect each person's unique personality! Oh, it took me forever to get the colors right on this one Rainbow Dash. But I did it! Oh, and it turned out beautiful don't you think? And I know you're going to love your's Fluttershy! It just sings spring! And Pinkie Pie! Look! Pink! You're favorite! Aren't they all amazing?" Rarity then looked at her friends. She noticed they were all still speechless.
"...Wow! They're...", Twilight began.
Rainbow Dash scratched her head. "Yeah, they're..."
"They sure are, uh, something!", Applejack said with a nervous smile.
"Yes! Something!", Twilight noted.
"I love something! Something is my favorite!", Pinkie said with a nervous grin.
"It's...nice.", Fluttershy said with a frown.
Rarity was troubled by this. "What's the matter? Don't you like them?" Inferno was watching the scene unfold. And he couldn't stand it.
"If you five aren't happy with what Rarity made, then just say it's not what you wanted.", Inferno said flatly. Rarity was shocked at how up-front Inferno was! "Don't try to hide it. Tell her what you really want." Inferno then looked to Rarity. "You'd better write what they have to say. Client requests and all that." Rarity recovered from her shock, and grabbed her sketchbook.
"Don't mind Inferno girls. There's plenty more where these came from." Rarity faked a smile. "They were only a first pass!"
Inferno sighed. "If you really say so Rarity. Sorry for being so blunt. You want your friends to be happy. I guess I'd do the same for the guys if I were in your position. I had no right to interfere like that."
Rarity smiled. "Thank you darling." She then turned to her friends. "Not to worry! I'll re-do them all!"
"Oh, Rarity. You don't have to do that.", Fluttershy said.
"Oh, darling! I want them to be more than just fine! I want you to think they're absolutely perfect!"
"Are you sure?", Applejack asked. "We wouldn't wanna impose..."
"Oh, it's no imposition! Really, I insist!"
Twilight scratched her head. "Well...in that case...thank you again Rarity." As Twilight and the others left, Rarity's facade fell.
"What have I gotten myself into?", she asked herself. Inferno looked on as Rarity began throwing herself into re-doing all the dresses she'd made for Twilight and the others. Her hair started to get ragged as a result. She had called in Twilight and the others to get their opinion on their new outfits. Sadly, none of Rarity's modifications were what her friends had in mind. And when they did tell Rarity the ideas they had, Inferno noticed how the ugly the designs would turn out! What upset him most of all was the fact that Rarity was starting to tire out.
This whole mess has the potential to go from bad to worse. An idea then came to Inferno. And I've got the potential to fix it! Inferno noticed Rarity was starting to doze off, and took this as his opportunity to set things right. He gently nudged Rarity to wake her up. "Wakey, wakey sleeping beauty." Rarity was startled before she regained her drained senses.
"Oh...darling. Thank you for (yawn) snapping me out of that.", Rarity said with an exhausted smile.
"You're looking pretty stressed. Let me help with that..." Inferno set to work rubbing Rarity's back. "...Feel any better?"
Rarity sighed. "Yes darling. This is just what I needed."
"How about I take over from here?", Inferno asked. "You've mostly finished the designs. All that's left is a few stitches. I know my way around them from having to repair some of my performing outfits by myself."
"Oh, Inferno...you really don't..."
Inferno put a finger to Rarity's mouth. "I'm not taking 'no' for an answer. You go rest. Everything's going to turn out perfect. I promise."
Rarity yawned. "Thank you darling. I do believe a nap sounds quite nice..." Rarity hugged Inferno before heading off to her bedroom. Inferno smiled as he pulled out the box that had Rarity's original gala outfits inside it. He then set to work replacing the new designs with the originals.
"I'm sorry Rarity. I know you want to make your friends happy. But you worked so hard on these. These weren't your 'first pass'. They were meant to be your final products. At the very least, Twilight and the others should try them out. See what other people think." Inferno smiled once his task was complete. It was then that Inferno saw Twilight and the others gathering outside. He went to the door and answered. "Rarity's taking a nap. Poor girl was working herself pretty hard to make you all happy. But I promised her that the dresses would be ready by tonight. No matter how unhappy your requests made her..."
"Well that's good to hear!", Twilight noted. "So can we see them?"
Inferno shook his head. "Rarity said she wanted them to be a surprise." Inferno then noticed Spike running in their direction. "What's up Spike?"
"You won't believe this! You knwo Hoity Toity?"
"The big-wig fashion critic?", Twilight asked.
Spike nodded. "I happened to mention Rarity's fashion show to him! He'll be showing up tonight!"
Inferno smiled. "Then he's gonna be blown away! You all better get rested. See you all tonight!" Inferno breathed a sigh of relief. "Those girls are good friends to have, but they still have a few things to learn about friendship." Inferno then went to check on Rarity. He smiled when he saw that she was sleeping soundly, and left Rarity to her slumber. "Heh. Knowing Spike, he'd have probably applauded anything to do with you. That little drake's got a lot to learn about love." Inferno sat down and put his headphones on. "Now all I need to do is wait." Soon enough, night arrived and Inferno took great care in coming up with a plan. Rarity had woken up, and Inferno told her the news. "Rarity? It looks like the finishing touches on the new outfits didn't go as planned."
Rarity gasped! "Oh no! No no no! This is dreadful! I can't stand to show-off an unfinished piece!"
Inferno grinned. "Then it's a good thing I found THESE lying around!" Inferno unveiled Rarity's original outfits. "Better to show them something rather than nothing. Even if it's not what Twilight and the others wanted."
Rarity swallowed her anger and regained her composure. "I'll chat with you about this later Inferno. Right now? We have a show to put on." Rarity and Inferno soon met up with Twilight and the other girls. "I'm sorry girls. Inferno miscalculated the time for the finishing touches on your new dresses. However, we can't go up there with nothing." She then handed each of the girls their original gala outfits. "I hope you're not too disappointed." Rarity then shot a glare at Inferno. "Go get changed girls! It's almost show time!" The girls went backstage, and changed. Rarity peeked out from behind the curtain and noticed Hoity Toity. She then looked back at Inferno. "I do hope you know that you're responsible for what ever happens next." Inferno pretended to be hurt by her words and nodded. "Good." The lights then dimmed, and the fashion show began. Twilight and the other girls walked out onto the runway, and the crowd cheered for their outfits! Hoity Toity's jaw dropped when he saw Rarity's work! As soon as all Twilight and the others were all together, they noticed how much everyone loved Rarity's designs. And they felt pretty ashamed that they'd not even tried them on. Rarity was in awe at how much everyone loved her designs!
Hoity Toity then stood up and applauded! "Who is the genius responsible? I must know!"
Rarity felt Inferno nudge her. "This is your big shot. Better get out there." Rarity simply smiled as she went out onto the runway and took a bow before the audience. Inferno looked on with an approving nod. "Just as planned." Backstage, Twilight and the others met with Rarity.
"We're sorry Rarity.", Twilight said sadly. "We should've let you handle the designs for our outfits. These designs are perfect. And we didn't even have the courtesy to try them on. If Inferno hadn't made that mistake, you'd probably be a laughing stock!"
Rarity smiled as she and the girls engaged in a group hug. "I'm just happy you girls love what I made for you." Rarity then frowned. "I suppose I should apologize to Inferno for being so harsh. His mistake was quite the blessing..."
Inferno chuckled. "Mistake? I wouldn't say that." Rarity and the girls were surprised to see Inferno approaching them. "From the reactions I saw out there, I'd say my plan went off like clockwork." Inferno snapped his fingers for emphasis.
Rarity was in shock! "Inferno....you planned this?!" Inferno nodded. "But...but why darling?"
"I saw how unhappy you were and how much you were tiring yourself. So, I decided to step in and potentially make things better.", Inferno said with a smile. "And I know how much this means to you Rarity. Consider this repayment for your generosity." Inferno then looked to Twilight. "Plus, your friends all learned a valuable friendship lesson in the process." Inferno was surprised by Rarity hugging him.
"Thank you darling.", Rarity said with a smile. "Now if you'll excuse me, Hoity Toity is calling me over." As Rarity left to talk with the fashion big-wig, Inferno gathered Twilight and the others.
"There's one last stage to my plan. And I'll need all of your help.", Inferno whispered. "Follow me..."
The next day...
Rarity was sleeping soundly in her bed until she heard a knocking on the door. "Rarity? It's me. Inferno. There's soemthing you really need to see outside!" Rarity got out of bed and opened her door to find Inferno waiting. "It's just outside. Come on!" The two hurried outside and Rarity's jaw dropped when she saw her friends displaying her gala dress!
"Oh my...." Rarity inspected the dress carefully. "You girls did all this? For me?"
"Consider it an extra apology.", Applejack said. "We helped, but Inferno's the one who did all the heavy lifting."
Rarity then looked at Inferno and smiled. "You're just full of surprises aren't you?"
Inferno shrugged. "Just making good use of my potential."

	
		Episode 15: Follow the Leader



Nightmare Forces' Fortress
Dark Ice sat in his room contemplating. Recruiting Ace was out, so that left battle as the only option left to him. But the problem was that Ace and his friends were a team of skilled fighters. It wouldn't be easy to take them on. And then it hit him. "...That's it. That's the perfect angle to work. As they say: United we stand, divided we fall. And I think I know just who to target..." Ice opened a portal and went through it.
Ponyville Outskirts
Inferno had summoned his Duelist Arms, and was practicing his moves. Dark Ice hasn't shown up in the last few days. But that doesn't mean we get to relax. We've gotta be ready for whatever threats might come our way. With all the excitement in this little town, it's never a dull day for long. Inferno then felt a dark presence behing him. Placing a finger over the trigger of his blaster, he spun around and got into a defensive stance! A portal appeared before Inferno, and Ice stepped out. "So. Trying to pick us off one-by-one are you?" But to Inferno's surprise, Ice put his hands up!
"Easy dude. I'm not here to fight. I just wanna talk. I never got your name."
Inferno frowned. "Inferno Flare. Now leave before I tell Ace you showed up."
"I'm not done talking just yet Inferno." Ice said as he shook his head. "Listen. You're the Element of Potential, right?"
Inferno kept his finger near the trigger of his blaster. "Where are you going with this?"
Ice smiled. "Then doesn't that mean YOU could be the leader of your team? Why is Burst in charge? Because he's the Element of Power? You could become stronger than him! Maybe you'd be an even better leader! If you don't believe me, ask Burst yourself! See if he's willing to back down. A band can only have one lead singer afterall." Inferno lowered his weapons and dismissed them. "I'm not saying you should just go and demand Burst step down as leader. All I'm saying is that if he's really your best friend, he'll have no problem handing the reigns over to you. Just think on it man." Ice vansihed through the portal he came through. A sinister smile present as he departed. Inferno was then alone with his thoughts.
Burst's usually the one who's calling the shots. Ever since the incident with the Nightmare Stingers. Nobody made HIM the boss. But...he's been doing a good job. Then again, maybe I could be as good a leader as he is. Well, I won't know until I find out for myself. Time to pay my friend a visit. Inferno flew over to Burst's house and knocked on the door. Burst answered.
Burst smiled at his best friend. "Hey, Inferno! What's up?"
"It's important Burst. I think the guys should be here for it. Think you can call them in?"
Burst nodded. "Yeah. No problem. Just give me a minute or two." Burst powered up his magic, and a brilliant blue aura surrounded his hands. He levitated over three scrolls with one hand, and wrote a mesage onto each of them one at a time with his other hand. Burst then sent a scroll to Steel, Ace, and Ty via magic. The Elements of Heroism were soon assembled inside Burst's house. "Okay everyone. Inferno says there's something important that we need to discuss. Go ahead Inferno."
"Okay." Inferno took a deep breath. "Have you all noticed that Burst's been the one calling the shots lately? And that he's usually the one to lead the charge? What I'm trying to say is...why are YOU the leader of our team? Because you're the Element of Power?" The rest of the guys were shocked at Inferno's question! Burst on the other hand, just sighed.
"I never claimed to be leader Inferno. Still..." Burst stood up. " If you miss being the lead singer so much, I hereby step down." This act shocked the rest of the guys as well as Inferno! 
"Burst...are you crazy?!" Ace asked.
Burst shrugged. "Who knows? But Inferno's my best friend. I put my trust in him. And he's the Element of Potential. That means he's capable of being a good leader." Burst then turned to Inferno. "So what's our first order of business boss?"
Inferno blinked. "While that's awfully big of you Burst, I can't accept this. Not in this way. I want to earn my right to be a leader. So there's only one way to settle this. We're gonna have a duel. You and me, one-on-one. Just our fists and our magic."
Burst smiled. "There's no way I'd rather have it. Our duel will take place at noon." At that time, Pinkie's Pinkie sense was going off like crazy! Twilight and Spkie were a little bit worried about seeing Pinkie's strange combination of body gestures.
"Uh...Pinkie?" Twilight asked. "What's that combo mean?"
"The biggest doozy I've ever sensed!" Pinkie said with a gasp! "I need to get something! Be right back!" Pinkie took off in a flash leaving both Twilight and Spike to question just what the heck they witnessed. Soon enough, noon came. Burst and Inferno stared at each other from opposite sides of their fighting area. The other Elements of Heroism were gathered to see them duke it out, and the girls noticed as well. Pinkie smiled when she saw the assembled crowd. "Good! I made it in time!"
"Was this what you felt coming on Pinkie?"
Pinkie nodded. "Uh huh! Now all Burst and Inferno need is proper fight music!" Pinkie whipped out a boombox and put on a track as Burst and Inferno got into fighting stances!
Song used for Burst and Inferno's duel:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHlhcqctS9Y
Burst and Inferno stood still, then charged at each other! Each one punching or kicking at any opening the other had! Only for the other to block it!  Inferno swung at Burst's face, but he countered with a punch to Inferno's forearm and tried to break his footing! Inferno saw this coming and jumped over Burst! Inferno then executed a hurrican kick after he landed! Burst rolled out of the way and pulled off and crouched as soon as Inferno rushed him! "SHORYUKEN!" Burst executed a powerful uppercut that sent Inferno flying! Inferno recovered with his wings and took to the air! Burst flared out his own wings and took to the sky as well.
Inferno smiled. "Things are about to get DBZ up in here!" The two grappled in the sky! Each one trading blows and holding nothing back! "Let's see how you like this!" Inferno's hand glowed with a red aura as he shot a fireball from his hands! Burst's hand glowed with a blue aura as he but up a shield spell! Blocking and snuffing out the fireball! "Looks like you've get defense to match your offense."
Burst nodded. "Same goes for you. But I learned more than magic attacks." Burst focused his body's energy as he got into a stance! "Hadoken!" Burst fired a blast of blue energy from his hands that struck Inferno square in the chest! "My dad also taught me a few martial arts techniques. Especially ones that use energy should my magic fail me."
"You're not the only one." Inferno said with a smirk. "But mine have bit more heat to them!" Inferno got into the same stance as Burst, and fired another blast of energy! However, Inferno's was red and blazing! Burst winced as the blast hit him and lightly scorched him! "Pretty cool how shifting just the least bit of energy can ignite an attack."
Burst smiled. "Let's finish this. No holding back!" Burst flew at Inferno!
"Wasn't planning on it!" Inferno cried out as he flew at Burst! The two rushed at each other! All that could be seen was a flurry of rapid punches and kicks! Niether of the two were letting up with their attacks! Pinkie was munching on popcorn as she and the others watched the two go at it. Soon, Inferno and Burst landed. Both were exhausted from their duel, and looking fairly roughed up. "So...(huff)...it all comes down to this...."
"Yeah..." Burst panted. "...It all rests...." The two mounted one last charge at each other.
"ON ONE PUNCH!" Burst and Inferno's fists collided with the other's face! Both stood still for almost a whole minute. Inferno then fell to one knee with an exhausted smile. Burst was still standing with an equally exhausted smile on his face.
"...Burst?" Inferno asked.
"Yeah?"
"I'm sorry to put you through this. You're a good leader. You listened to what I had to say, and you were willing to give me a shot at being the team's leader without a fight. Do you really have that much trust in me?"
"What're you talking about? Of course I do!" Burst then helped Inferno up and helped him walk. "Besides. After this fight, I can't think of a better person to take charge if I need a sick day. You've more than proven that fact today. Especially if you can put up this good a fight against me."
Inferno managed to smile. "Y'know? I knew Dark Ice was lying when he showed up. And now.." Inferno looked over his shoulder and pushed Burst to the side as a titantic fist came flying towards them! "AGH!" Inferno was knocked to the ground! Burst ran to his friend's side. "Now...I just put us in his hands." Ice stepped out of the portal with a titanic creature next to him. It was big, bulky, and towered over Burst and Inferno!
"Well, well." Ice said with a smirk. "Maybe my plan to divide your team didn't go quite like I had expected. But it did tire out the two best fighters. Now all I have to do is let my friend here destroy you. Dread Titan. Finish them!" Ice sat down and watched as Dread Titan lumbered forth! Burst grabbed Inferno and leaped out of the way as Dread Titan brought his fist down! Twilight put up a barrier to protect the others as Burst and Inferno got into fighting stances. "How about we make things more interesting?" Ice snapped his fingers, and a shadow barrier cut off Burst and Inferno from their friends. "Dread Titan is the brawler of the Nightmare Forces. I'd like to see how your feeble fists fare against his!"
"Fools who oppose us!", Dread Titan boomed! "Prepare for oblivion!"
Burst then looked to Inferno. "Ready for one last round bud?" Burst asked.
Inferno smiled. "Heh! I've always got time to beat up some Nightmare Force monsters! Let's go!" Burst and Inferno rushed Dread Titan! The lumbering brute had power, but he lacked something most crucial. Speed. And Burst and Inferno hit him hard and fast! Inferno ran up Dread Titan's arm and kicked him in the face! Dread Titan tried to swat Inferno, but Inferno bolted out of the way! Making the giant harm himself! As Dread Titan staggered, Burst rushed up to him!
"HADOKEN!" Burst fired a hadoken point blank! Bursting a hole through Dread Titan's stomach! Black essence oozed from Dread Titan's wound as he fell to one knee! Burst then channeled some lightning with his magic, and focused it into his right fist. "Inferno! Let's end this with style!" Inferno nodded and powered up his magic too! Channeling flames into his fist as left fist glowed red! The two charged forward and executed a devastating twin uppercut charged with their elemental energy! The two screamed their attack name proudly!
"SHORYUKEN!" A burst of fire and lightning erupted as soon as their attack made contact with Dread Titan! The fire and lightning spiraled into the sky and faded to reveal Burst and Inferno! Their fists raised in victory! Ice was frozen in shock! Nothing was left of Dread Titan save for a whisp of smoke from where he once stood. The shadow barrier that Ice had put up shattered, and both sets of elements were staring him down. Ace stepped forward.
"Everyone. Leave him to me." Ace summoned his sword and shield! "This fight's personal." Ace slowly advanced on Dark Ice. "The Ice I knew played rough. Not dirty. Did you give up everything for a false promise? Even your pride?" Ace then pointed his sword at Ice. "Or maybe you just want to run away again? Just like you ran away to the Nightmare Forces."
"SHUT UP!" Ice screamed! "First that voice calls me a coward! Now you! I'M SICK OF IT!" Ice then summoned his shadow claw! "I'M NOT SCARED OF ANYTHING!" Ice charged forth like a wild beast! His strikes were feral and uncontrolled! He was so blinded by rage that he was easy to avoid! Twilight shut him down with a single stun spell! Ice's own rage had done more damage to himself as he fell to his knees heaving and struggling to breathe! Why....why does it feel like my insides are going to explode?! What's happening to me?! It was then that Ace walked up to his brother and put a hand on his shoulder.
"Ice. Stop. Please." Ace's voice was thick with grief. "You don't need to run anymore. Shadow misses you. Mom and Dad miss. Me most of all. Let's go home." Ace got up and offered Ice his hand. But he was suddenly knocked back by a massive blast of darkness! The other Elements of Heroism and the girls went to Ace's side! Ice turned his head, and froze in terror. Lord Night Terror had arrived.
"As expected." Night Terror said with a frown. "You're just as pathetic when I recruited you Dark Ice." He then turned his cold gaze to Burst and the guys. "So. You are the one who stood against my queen. You and your friends also interfered in my plan to eliminate the Elements of Harmony. I might as well know the names of those I intend to crush."
"Burst Stream. Element of Power"
"Inferno Flare. Element of Potential."
"Steel Edge. Element of Honor."
"Tyrannus Thunder. Element of Tolerance."
"Arctic Ace. Element of Wisdom."
"We're the Elements of Heroism." Burst declared as he flared his wings. "And we're not scared of you."
"You will be." Night Terror said with a scowl. "You will be." Night Terror beckoned for Ice to follow him through the portal, and both left. As soon as they were back at the fortress, Night Terror grabbed Ice by the neck. "You disappoint me greatly Ice." Ice struggled to breath as Night Terror tightened his grip. "I give you power, and you waste it. Worse still, you don't have the guts to eliminate your shackles. Such petty things like family have no place among our ranks." Night Terror then released Ice. Ice's lungs began to heave as he felt air return to them. "Let this be a lesson to you Ice. Forget those you hold attachments to. All they shall do is burden you." Night Terror left for his quarters as Ice slowly rose to his feet.
"The people I'm attached to...are exactly why I joined..." Ice once again opened a portal, but the destination was different. Ice hesitated for a moment, but ultimately decided to go through. "Never thought I'd be back here again..."

	
		Episode 16: Chains of Fear, Bonds of Family



	Dark Ice took a deep breath before gazing out at his destination. Cloudsdale. His home. It had been many years since he'd been here. And yet here he was. The place where all his trauma was rooted. Ice sighed as he reluctantly began his journey. "Time to go home..." Ice made sure to stay out of sight. If anyone were to catch sight of him, the whole city would be on his tail! Fortunately, his nightmare abilities allowed him to move relatively unnoticed. And soon enough, he found himself at the place where his fear had originated. His old home. Cloud houses were easy to rebuild, but Ice's traumatized mind was another matter. Ice's legs felt like lead weights as he found himself rooted to the spot he was in. The trauma from all those years ago made the long-passed storm eternally fresh in his mind. And contraty to what he'd been told, his new form only kept him rooted in place. Why? Why am I still afraid? This new power was supposed to free me from my trauma! It was supposed to give me the strength to face my family again! Slowly but surely, Ice began to move. Each step made it feel like he was moving a mountain as he strained to reach the door of his old home. Stupid body! Move, darn it! MOVE! Ice's body put up even more resistance as he reached the doorstep. Just...a little...farther.... As Ice stretched out his right arm, he found his left arm trying to restrain it! What in Equestria is going on with me?! With much effort, Ice finally rang the doorbell! A young navy blue pegasus with black hair and yellow eyes wearing a black beanie cap, blue jeans, and a shirt with a lightning cloud on it answered. "Long time no see Shadow."
Shadow Thunder paused for minute, but smiled once he recognized his brother. "Ice!" Shadow hugged Ice tightly! "You're back!" Tears of joy started to fall down Shadow's face. "You're really back..." Shadow wiped his tears. "Mom and Dad are here! Come on!" Ice found himself being dragged inside his old home by Shadow. Oddly enough, whatever invisible weight he had earlier was lessened. "We've gotta tell Ace!"
"NO!" Ice screamed. Shadow shot a confused look at Ice. "I mean..." Ice sighed. "...Never mind. Just...get our parents."
Shadow nodded before looking Ice over. "Soooo, are you into cosplay now?"
"...Not exactly." Ice sat down on the couch. "Just...make sure you tell Mom and Dad that I look a little different." Shadow nodded and went to fetch their parents. As Ice sat on the couch, memories flowed into his mind. I remember when Ace, Shadow, and I built a pillow fort out of all the pillows in the house. Our parents were laughing so hard when it came down around us. The three of us used to run around like crazy! A small smile graced Ice's face. There had been so many happy times here. But the smile soon faded as the one memory that had impacted Ice the most surfaced. The storm. It had happened so long ago, but Ice could still see it playing out in front of him. As if it had only occurred yesterday. And his new form allowed him to re-live it quite vividly. Ice could feel fierce winds howling against his face as he frantically ran inside his house. He could see Ace and Shadow cowering as the storm raged closer. Once he had found the two, Ice then saw the swirling fury that inched ever closer and then....nothing. Ice was shaken by his brother. "Huh? Did I space out?"
"I'd say so." Shadow said with a nod. "Anyway, Mom and Dad are on their way." Shadow and Ice's parents froze when they saw what Ice had become. "Yeah. Ice looks a little different...but he's back!"
"Yes....I suppose that's all that matters." the boys' father said. "Shadow? We'd like to talk to your brother in private." Shadow left for his room, but stayed out of sight instead and listened in on the conversation. His father then turned to Ice. "Truth be told, we never expected to see your face ever again. So what sort of trouble are you in now?"
Ice froze. "How...how did you know that?"
"We're your parents Ice." his mother said. "We ALWAYS know. Plus, you always were the reckless one of your brothers."
Ice sighed. "I...right now I'm not rolling with the best crowd. They're the reason I look the way I do. They said...if I joined...I wouldn't be scared anymore. And...I did some things I'm not proud of. They also..." Ice struggled to keep himself from puking his guts out. "...They also told me to kill Ace if he got in our way...." Ice hung his head in shame and disgust. "They wanted me to destroy the Elements of Harmony. I never succeeded."
Ice's mother put a hand on her son's shoulder. "Ice...just what are you so afraid of?"
"Here. You. Dad. Shadow." Ice answered. "Ever since that storm hit, I've been a failure. I...failed to keep my brothers safe."
Shadow stepped out of his hiding place. "That's not true and you know it!" Shadow went up to Ice and grabbed him by the shirt! "You went in to save me and Ace! You looked out for us!"
"AND WHAT DID I DO WHEN THAT STORM WAS INCHES FROM US?!" Ice screamed! "Nothing! I just stood there frozen! I'm your big brother! I was supposed to be there for you! And what did I do when you needed me most? Stand frozen with fear while the storm loomed over us." Tears started to stream down Ice's face. "Night Terror was right. I AM weak..." Ice sighed. "....Just walking up the doorstep made me feel like my body was made of lead. Each time I see this place, that memory keeps playing in my head! Over and over! It never ends!" Ice fell to his knees in despair. "It never ends...and I don't know what to do..." Ice and Shadow's parents helped the boy up.
"You knew EXACTLY what to do son." his father said. "You came home. Maybe you froze-up when that storm hit. But you didn't let that stop that from going in to look for Ace and Shadow. Fear is only natural son. What isn't natural is letting it control you for all your life."
Ice came to a realization. "...Ace was right....all I've done is run....ever since that day." Ice looked to his family. "If you don't mind...I need a place to stay. Can I crash here for a while?"
Shadow smiled as he playfully punched his brother in the arm. "Only if you stick around for The Best Young Fliers Competition! I'm gonna be giving it a shot this year! Oh! And Mom and Dad kept your room around in case you ever came back!"
Ice managed a small smile. "...Thank You..." Night soon fell over Cloudsdale, and Ice found himself lying upon his old bed. But the second he went to sleep, he was tormented by nightmares. Nightmare about the storm. Instead of Ace saving them, Ace and Shadow were sucked away! Ice grabbed onto them, but the force of the wind sucked them away! And in the distance, Ice could hear laughter. Ice snapped his head tot he source and found Night Terror commanding the storm! "No...." Ice fell to his knees. "NO...." Ice screamed to the heavens. "NOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!" 
"ICE!" Ice woke up in a cold sweat and found Shadow shaking him awake. "Thank goodness."
"Shadow?! You! Ace! The storm!" Ice panted heavily. "It all felt so real..."
"You were having a nightmare bro. A really bad one from the looks of it." Shadow breathed a sigh of relief. "At least it's over now."
Ice held himself tightly. "I'm not so sure...." Shadow slapped Ice on the back! "Ow!"
"Then I'm gonna watch over you all night long. Like a hawk." Shadow said with a smile. Shadow went over to a chair and watched over Ice until he himself began to doze off. Ice smiled as he put a blanket over his baby brother.
"I guess even I need people to look out for me..." Ice said with a small smile as he once again drifted off to sleep. However, no nightmares tormented him from then on. Ice awoke the next morning to see Shadow had left and was practicing outside. "Heh. He's really going all-out for the competition." 
Nightmare Forces' Fortress...
Night Terror scowled at the images he'd found of Ice. "So the puppet is breaking his strings. No matter." Night Terror then looked to images of the Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism heading for Cloudsdale. "So many targets in one location." A devious smile crept upon Night Terror's face. "And I have the perfect force in mind..." Night terror brought forth three orbs of darkness and molded them into three forms. "Nightmare Moon used these to try and tempt the Element of Loyalty. But you three shall serve a different purpose. Go. And eliminate the elements!" The three forms nodded and flew through the portal Night Terror had opened to Cloudsdale. 
Back at Cloudsdale, the Elements of Harmony and Elements of Heroism had arrived and were making their way to the stadium. Rarity was admiring her new wings thanks to a spell from Twilight. And thanks to a cloud-walking spell, the group was able to tread on the city without falling to the ground. Rainbow Dash was psyching herself up for when the competition came around. Needless to say, Ace was also pretty happy. "It's good to be back home. My little brother's going to be in the competition this year!"
"In that case we'll be sure to cheer for him too.", Burst said with a smile. The group soon arrived at the stadium. Rainbow Dash was starting to get nervous about her trick while Rarity was off getting herself presentable for the crowd. Shadow noticed Ace and ran up to hug him!!
"Ace!" Shadow cheered!
"Nice to see you again little bro." Ace said with a smile. "So anything interesting happen?"
Shadow nodded. "Yup. Ice came home!" Ace froze. "He said he'd done some bad things, but he's trying to make up for them."
"...Really now?" Ace asked. "That's...interesting....anyway! Good luck in the competition."
Shadow beamed! "Thanks!" Shadow then paused as he saw three odd figures sneaking about the stadium. "Just gotta wait for my number to get called up." Ace and his friends left Shadow to his own devices. Shadow went to Rainbow Dash. "Hey. Wanna trade spots?" Rainbow Dash grinned as she accepted Shadow's number. At the same time, Ice sensed something. The presence of a nightmare creature.
"Mom? Dad? I gotta go. I wanted to give Shadow some last-minute encouragement." Ice got up and headed to the prep room. Shadow in the meantime, had trailed the shadowy figures through the backdoor of the stadium. However, there was no trace of them!
"What?" Shadow looked around, but still saw no sign. "But...I was sure I saw them go this way." Shadow was then knocked out by a punch from behind. The three elite shadowbolts came out of hiding.
"Looks like we've got ourselves a spy." the lead Shadowbolt said with a sneer. "He won't be around long enough to warn anyone." The Shadowbolts prepared to throw Shadow off the edge when Ice arrived on the scene!
"Not another step!" Ice threatened! The Elite Shadowbolts glared at Ice!
"So you show your true colors traitor." the lead Shadowbolt spat. "All we're trying to do is free you from your shackles. That being petty things like family or friends. There's no place for such weakness in out forces."
Ice summoned his shadow claw. "Then there's no place for me..." Ice charged at the lead Elite Shadowbolts, but the other two rushed him! Ice slashed at them and scored a hit, but it did little to no damage! "What?!" Ice then saw that his shadow claw had vansihed! The lead Elite Shadowbolt chuckled.
"Fool! Did you really think we'd let you hold on to your power after you betrayed us? You can keep the form, but the power is gone!" Ice was winded by a punch by one of the Elite Shadowbolts! "Now to tie up this loose end." The lead Elite Shadowbolt tossed Shadow over the edge!
"SHADOOOW!" Ice screamed! In a burst of rage, he broke free of the hold the other two Elite Shadowbolts and dove down! Not again! I won't fail! Not this time! NOT THIS TIME! Ice caught up to Shadow and caught him just in time! Ice flared out his wings and flew back up to the stadium! The Elite Shadowbolts froze in shock when they saw Ice land! "You three aren't going anywhere..." Ice growled as he set Shadow down. "NO ONE HURTS MY FAMILY!" Ice charged at the Elite Shadowbolts! However, his punches did litte damage to them! Combined with the fact that they outnumbered him didn't make the situation anymore favorable! Ice took a powerful punch to the face and was knocked to his knees by a punch to the gut! Ice groaned as the lead Elite Shadowbolt grabbed him by his hair.
"Prepare for your last breaths traitor." The lead Shadowbolt summoned a blade made of shadow, but his arm was cut off and black essence leaked from where the limb was once attached! "GAAAUUUGHH!" Ice was released and saw someone he hadn't expected to even come to his side! Ace readied his sword and shield.
"Who's next?" The Elite Shadowbolts charged at Ace! Striking at him with shadow claws! But Ace blocked them with his shield and cut them down with his sword! Making them explode in bursts of darkness! The lead Shadowbolt opened his mouth and inhaled the essencse of his destroyed copies! His body then began to twist and gnarl! Lightning crackled among the feathers of his wings and his teeth became fangs!
"I am called Rage Tempest! And now you will experience my fury!" Rage Tempest shot a bolt of dark lightning from his hands! The blast sent Ace flying into a wall! Ace managed to recover, but Rage Tempest broght his fist down on Ace! Pinning him to the ground! "Now to finish y-!?!" Rage Tempest was caught off guard when he saw Ice grab one of his wings and hold him by the waist! "What...what's a sinveling coward like you doing thinking you can hold me?! I already knocked you around!" Rage Tempest then elbowed Ice in the gut! Ice was winded, but he still kept his grip! "Oh. So now you decide to grow a spine. In that case!" Rage Tempest once again elbowed Ice in the gut! "Allow me to break it!" Ice howled in pain as he took repeated hits to the chest! But despite the pain, he kept his hold on Rage Tempest! "Heh! What do you think keeping this feeble hold on me is going to accomplish?"
Ice glared at Rage Tempest. "Everything. ACE! NOW!" Rage Tempest barely had anytime to react as Ace's sword slashed through his body! If I go...at least I go knowing I made things right in some way... Ice thought as he fell to his knees. Surprisingly, he felt two pressures next to him. Ice opened his eyes and found Ace and Shadow carrying him. "Ace?...Shadow? What're you doing?"
"Easy. We're getting you some help." Ace answered. "Burst knows some healing magic."
"Why...why are you helping me? I tried to waste you and your friends..."
"You're family Ice." Shadow said with a nod. "We always look out for each other. Just like when you searched for us in the house when the storm hit." Ice was awed by the words of his brothers.
"Think you can fix him up Burst?" Ace asked. Burst was silent as he walked over to Ice's immobile body and saw the dark substance seeping from his wound. "Burst?" Burst powered up his magic, covering his hand in a blue aura.
"Hold him still. It'll sting a bit..." Burst's channeled a healing spell and put his hand on Ice's wound. Ice winced as the spell worked its magic. A few seconds later, the wound was healed. Burst nodded in approbal. "Good as new." Burst got up to leave, but Ice wasn't done.
"Wait!" Burst turned to face Ice. "Why? Why did you bother healing me when all I've done is attack you?"
Burst took a deep breath. "If we don't have compassion, even for our enemies, we're no better than the villains we fight against. And if you're willing to risk yourself for your family, maybe you're not as scared as you think you are. But it's still up to you to wake up." Burst returned to his seat to see Rainbow Dash go up. The whole group was in awe when she pulled off her Sonic Rainboom and wound up saving the Wonderbolts and Rarity in the process! As the group was about to go, Burst stopped in front of Ice. "You know, you could come with us. Chances are the Nightmare Forces aren't going to welcome you back with open arms."
Ice shook his head. "I think I need some time alone." Ice looked to Ace and Shadow before he left. "But I won't be gone for too long." Ice took off. Suddenly, the voice Ice had been hearing went off in his head.
You're on the right track Ice. You're on the right track.

	
		Episode 17: Babysitting



	It seemed like any other day for Tyrannus. He woke up, got dressed, and helped Fluttershy out with her animals a little before heading to Sweet Apple Acres for work. However, the day took a turn for the eventful after he arrived back at Fluttershy's cottage. Tyrannus was lying on the couch under a blanket taking a nap. And then, he was rudely interrupted. Fluttershy had just opened the front door and three little girls started jumping around the place! Tyrannus covered his ears with a pillow, but was fully awoken when they bounced on the couch. Tyrannus got up with a restart and the CMC fell to the floor! He groaned as he stretched. "Nnnngghhh..." Tyrannus rubbed his eyes before looking at Fluttershy and the CMC. "Fluttershy? Did you start a babysitting service?"
"Oh! No, Ty. I'm just watching these three adorable little angels for their sleepover tonight." Fluttershy said with a smile and three halos appeared over the CMC . Tyrannus got off the couch and crouched down to inspect the CMC. Needless to say, the three were pretty intimidated by his size. Fluttershy was about to tell Tyrannus to back off before he pulled back and took a deep breath.
"Not to sound critical, but are you sure you can handle these three?" Tyrannus asked. "I know you're good with animals Fluttershy. But kids can be a whole different matter. Namely because they can be incredibly restless. Especially these three." Tyrannus looked at Apple Bloom. "I've heard from Applejack that the three of them can get into all kinds of trouble if left to their own devices. So..." Tyrannus sat down. "I'll be watching them for their entire sleepover. That way they don't get into trouble."
Fluttershy trembled a little at hearing this. "Are...are you sure?"
"Yup." Tyrannus nodded. "I'll be watching them like a hawk." He then noticed the CMC had been frozen in place ever since he sat down. "Um, are you three alright? You three seem pretty quiet compared to when you came bursting through the door. Nearly woke me up."

"S-Sorry Mr. Thunder..." Sweetie Belle said nervously.
"You know you can just call me Ty." Tyrannus said with a frown. "And what's got you three so spooked? You look like you're being stared down at by a monster." Tyrannus came to a realization and sighed. "It's because I'm so huge isn't it?" The CMC nodded. "Oh." Tyrannus got up. "Well...sorry if I ruined your fun." Tyrannus went up and took a seat in the kitchen where he'd be out of sight. Fluttershy then approached the CMC.
"Excuse me for a moment." Fluttershy walked over to the kitchen and found Tyrannus looking out the window. "Ty?"
"Oh. Hey Fluttershy." Tyrannus said with a sigh. "Don't mind me. Just contemplating whether or not to drown my sorrows in ice cream."
"I'm sorry if the girls were scared of you. But...I thought you were scary too remember?"
Tyrannus sighed. "Fluttershy? Let me tell you a little bit about me. I've never had many friends until you, the girls, and the guys came along. Even when I was a little kid I was pretty big for my age. And my first name means 'tyrant'. Not exactly the most friendly name in existence. Most kids were scared to come near me even when I was friendly. I'm used to people feeling threatened by me, but that doesn't make it hurt any less." Tyrannus was then caught off-guard when Fluttershy hugged him tightly. "Hey...where's this coming from?"
"I'm so sorry..." Fluttershy whimpered. "I didn't know that about you."
Tyrannus took a deep breath and managed a small smile as he stroked Fluttershy's hair. "Don't feel too bad for me. If anything, it taught me to be more accepting and tolerant of others. Besides, things are better now. And..." Tyrannus pulled Fluttershy into a hug of his own. "It's nice to know I have someone like you caring about me." Fluttershy smiled and nuzzled Tyrannus. "Let's make sure those three haven't trashed the place..." Tyrannus and Fluttershy went back to the living room and found that a table had been broken. The CMC were nervous when they saw Tyrannus looking at them, but he smiled. "Hey, don't worry. Everyone has accidents. Come on. Help me fix this thing up." Tyrannus gathered the table pieces and started with the base. "Hammer?"
"Hammer." Apple Bloom answered as she handed Tyrannus the tool.
"Nails?"
Sweetie Belle handed over a bag of nails. "Nails." Tyrannus then set to work repairing the table.
"There we go. That should hold." Tyrannus smiled at the CMC. "Thanks for handing me the tools. But to avoid any future trouble, you three better head to bed now." The CMC nodded as Fluttershy led them upstairs. She was singing them a lullaby, but Sweetie Belle took over and it didn't look like the CMC would go to bed anytime soon. "Such a powerful voice for someone so young." Tyrannus noted as he observed the spectacle. Soon enough, Fluttershy managed to get teh CMC to settle down and headed back downstairs to sleep. Tyrannus put a blanket over her and went back upstairs to check on the CMC. He saw they had just went out the window. "Oh no..." Tyrannus followed the trail of footprints to the Everfree Forest. "Better get over there fast!" Tyrannus bolted into the forest while still trailing the footprints! Fortunately, he found the CMC very soon. "There you three are!" The CMC turned to find Tyrannus. "What were you three thinking?!"
"We...we just wanted to find Fluttershy's missing chicken..." Apple Bloom began. "Then we might a gotten our cutie marks."
Tyrannus sighed. "You three shouldn't be out here at night." He then noticed the teary eyes of the CMC. "At least...not alone. I'm coming with you three to make sure you don't get into any worse trouble. The second we find that chicken, we head back to Fluttershy's cottage. Deal?" The CMC nodded.
The CMC beamed at hearing this! "Deal!" And the group of four continued their search. It was then that Sweetie Belle had a question.
"Hey Ty?"
"What's up?"
"Do you...you know...LIKE Fluttershy?" Sweetie Belle asked. Tyrannus blushed lightly at the question.
"What do you mean by 'like'?"
"Boyfriend-girlfriend like." Sweetie Belle answered with a smile. "Inferno's living with Rarity, so he MUST be dating her!"
Tyrannus let out a chuckle. "Sweetie Belle? Just because two people live together, it doesn't mean they're dating. As for Fluttershy, let's just say I'm not sure on the matter." The group then heard Fluttershy calling out to them, and flagged her down. "Fluttershy, there's no need to get worked up. I've been with these three since I noticed they left."
"That's very good Ty. But we need to leave the forest at once." Fluttershy said in a frantic manner. 
"But we haven't found the chicken yet." Sweetie Belle protested.
"There's no time for that! There's a cockatrice on the loose!"
Apple Bloom was confused. "A what now?"
"A cockatrice. It's a frightening creature with the head of a chicken and the body of a snake. Now come on!" Fluttershy then noticed the CMC had paid no mind to her warning and were continuing their search.
"That thing doesn't sound scary! It sounds silly!" Scootaloo said with a smile.
"If Ah ever saw one of those things, Ah'd laugh in its face!" Appel Bloom boasted until she bumped into Fluttershy.
"No! Never look a cockatrice in the eye!" Fluttershy was about to continue cautioning the CMC, but they caugh sight of the chicken and chased after it! Tyrannus and Fluttershy ran to catch up to them, and saw that there were two chicken heads peaking out from the bushes. However, the other chicken rose out fo the bush to reveal it was the cockatrice! The CMC were frozen until Tyrannus leaped into the air and punched the creature in its face! 
"You three! Back to Fluttershy! NOW!" Tyrannus commanded as he made a break for it! Only to get cut-off by the cockatrice! "Alright feather head." Tyrannus cracked his knuckles. "Let's dance." Tyrannus swung at the cockatrice, but missed! The cockatrice flew over to the missing chicken and turned it to stone with its gaze! "Talk about a killer look..." Tyrannus backpedalled, but the cockatrice flew in front of him and looked him in the eye! Tyrannus froze when he saw parts of hims tart to petrify! But Fluttershy flew in front of him, and stared down the creature! 
"You!" Fluttershy scolded the monster bird! "Just who do you think you are going around turning others into stone?! You should be ashamed of yourself! I have half a mind to find your mother and tell her what you've been up to young man!" Tyrannus panicked when he saw Fluttershy's legs starting to petrify! But Fluttershy didn't back down for a minute! It was then that Tyrannus bore witness to the stare. "Now you go over there and turn Elizabeak and my friend Twilight  back to normal, and don't ever let me catch you doing this again!" The cockatrice's gaze was broken and Fluttershy's legs returned to normal! "Do you understand?" The cockatrice nodded in fear and undid the spell of his gaze. Fluttershy then looked to the others. "Are you all alright?"
"...My hero..." Tyrannus said with a smile as he hoisted Fluttershy onto his shoulders. Fluttershy blushed a little as they helped Twilight get back home and returned to their own dwelling. As Tyrannus was about to go to bed, he noticed the CMC waiting on the couch. "Oh. Hello girls. What's up?"
"That was AWESOME how you punched the cockatrice in the face!" Scootaloo cheered!
"Plus, we're sorry for being scared of you earlier." Sweetie Belle said with a sheepish smile. 
Tyrannus smiled. "Thank you. Now off to bed you three." Tyrannus lie down on the couch, but noticed the CMC were sleeping on his chest.
"Actually...we think it might be safer with you." Apple Bloom said as she snuggled agaisnt Tyrannus's chest.
Tyrannus sighed. "Goodnight girls." Tyrannus watched over the three until they fell asleep. Fluttershy came into the room and smiled at the sight. "They really do look like angels when they're sleeping." Fluttershy walked over to Tyrannus and knelt down to his level. "That was pretty brave of you staring down that cockatrice."
"I'm always brave when the people I care about need me." Fluttershy said with a smile. "And it was pretty brave of you to go after the girls when you did." Fluttershy then cupped Tyrannus's face and kissed him on the lips. "Sweet dreams Ty." Fluttershy went off to her own room, and fell asleep. Tyrannus smiled as his own eyes started to close.
"You too Fluttershy."

	
		Episode 18: Training



	Burst was out with Inferno. The two of them were practicing their magic techniques, fighting moves, and Duelist Arms. "So you've got a move that can destroy a person in one punch?" Inferno asked as he swung his sword. Burst nodded as he blocked Inferno's blade with his own. "And you used it against Nightmare Moon? When she first showed up?"
"Well I used the move. But it can only destroy someone at full power." Burst  broke the blade lock and continued slashing at Inferno as Inferno blocked with his own sword. "I held back because I didn't want to seriously hurt Luna. Besides, it wouldn't have killed her since alicorns are immortal. And that's not the only impressive attack spell. I've been trying to create a new one that's the equivalent of three white lightning being fired at once. The only problem being that it seriously drains my magic. Not to mention the last few times I've tried to create it, it was too unstable and blew up in my face." Burst and Inferno then sent their Duelist Arms to the side.
"Speaking of moves, why did you name those attacks we were using back when Ice was trying to trick us after Street Fighter move?"
"They energy blast looked like a hadouken, so I'm going to call it a hadouken." Burst said flatly. "I think that's enough training for now. With Night Terror still on the loose, we've gotta keep our skills sharp. No telling how strong he is." Burst and Inferno were about to head out when they spotted Tyrannus approaching them. "Hey Ty! What's up? Your legs stiff from the cockatrice's gaze?"
Tyrannus shook his head. "No. I'm fine. But that encounter did bring up something of issue. I've got no projectile attacks in my arsenal. All I have is my fists while the rest of you have weapons, wings, magic, or in your cases both. You think you could teach me how to do the moves you know?"
Burst shook his head. "If we taught you the exact same moves, that'd be no fun. How about we help you create your own?"
"Thanks!" Tyrannus said with a smile. "When do we start?"
Inferno craked a smile. "Is now good?"  Tyrannus nodded. "Good. First we'll start off with how we're able to do our energy-based attacks. We start by focusing the energy in our bodies into the place where we want to project it. The most common case being our hands or fists. In my case, a last-minute shifting of energy has the effect of making some of my moves ignite with flames. Try focusing first."
Tyrannus took a deep breath and closed his eyes as he tried gathering his energy. Sure enough, he felt a tingling sensation in his core. "Guys? Is it normal to feel something at your center when focusing?"
Burst nodded. "That's good Ty. It means you've got a strong connection with our energy. Now what does your energy feel like? Mine feels like it's bursting with energy which is why I was able to charge up my shoryuken with lightning. Inferno's feels hot like fire, so that's why he can  ignite his attacks."
Tyrannus furrowed his brow in concentration. "It feels...rooted. Like it's a part of the earth beneath us."
"Good. Now try to project it out through whateverlimb you see fit and in any motion you see fit." Tyrannus focused an image of the motion he wanted to make in his mind. He then opened his eyes and swung with his fist! Three light green blades of energy spun forward through the air! Making slash marks in a nearby tree! "Nice job Ty! Your first projectile move! What were you thinking of when you pulled it off?"
Tyrannus smiled. "I was picturing a velociraptor slashing with its claws. I'm a bit of a dinosaur fan since my cutie mark turned out to be a T-Rex. So based on the motion I was thinking of, I'll call it the Raptor Slash." Tyrannus then inspected the tree his attack had struck. "And judging by the results, I'd say it's aptly named. You think we should get the others in on training?"
Burst shook his head. "They're probably making their own techniques right now. I don't know about the rest of you, but I'm going off to practice that new technique I've been working on." Burst flew off to a secluded area, and got into a stance. "Here goes nothing..." Burst focused his magic and a blue aura surrounded his hands as he began to charge a blast of white lightning. Charging up a blast was easy enough, and he could shoot out a quicker blast when speed was needed. But for this new technique, charging up was necessary. So far so good. As soon as he was done charging the first white lightning, Burst set to work charging a second one. However, when coupled with the first one, the blasts started to fluctuate and waver. "Hold it together Burst! Hold it together..." Burst managed to keep the two blasts in check, and tried going for the third one. Proceeding to charge it slower than the others. "Almost there..." As the blast was almost fully formed, the charged blasts that were finished started to go crazy! "Not again!" Burst struggled to snuff out the energy and was blown away by the resulting shockwave! Burst skidded along the ground before coming to a complete stop. "Man. EVERY time that happens!" Burst sighed, and noticed a shadow was over him. "Oh. Hi Twilight. What's up?"
"Sounds like you're having some spell trouble. You need some help?" Twilight offered her hand, and Burst accepted.
"Yeah..." Burst groaned as he got up. "I've been working on a new attack spell that's the equivalent of three white lightnings rolled into one. But the trouble is, each time I come close the ones I've already charged up go crazy!" Twilight was grinning at this point. "Um...you alright Twilight?"
"I know just how to help you! Hold on for a minute!" Twilight's hands glowed with the aura of her magic as she summoned a notebook and pen. "Perfect! Now. Show me what you've been doing."
"First things first. We'd better get to a less crowded area." Burst led Twilight to a clear area with no structures in sight. "Here's good. Now I'll show you what I've been doing so far. First..." Burst tried to power up three white lightnings at once, and the result was an instant explosion! "I tried charging up three white lightnings at once at full power. The result was the explosion you just saw. Then I tried charging up each white lightning individually until they're at a full charge." Burst then set to work charging up the three white lightnings individually as Twilight scribbled down each attempt and the results of said attempts. "The problem is, I can't get more than two before the blasts start to go crazy and I have to either release it or try to contain the blast. The latter being why I was skidding along the ground earlier." 
Twilight nodded. "Mmmhmm. I think I've got a solution! You said you've been charging up the blasts either all at once, or you've tried to do them one at a time. But that's not the problem. The real problem is that you've been trying to go full force with the charging. THAT'S what's been causing the overload."
"So what's the solution?" Burst asked.
Twilight beamed. "Easy! Try to charge up three white lightnings at once, but at one-third power!" Burst nodded and tried out Twilight's suggestion. Burst powered up his magic and a blue arau covered his hands as he charged up three white lightnings at once with little-to-no power. "Okay. Now try increasing their charge to one-third each!" Burst did so, and charged up the three white lightnings with the suggested power level. The blasts were smaller, but they were more stable and they seemed to contain a good amount of power in each. "That's the ticket!" 
Burst smiled. "Now to unleash it! " Burst extended his arms out! "Neutron Blast!" The blast that shot out of Burst's hands looked like three blasts of white lightning being unleashed at once! "YES!" Burst smiled as the attack faded, and ran up to Twilight! Scooping her up in a hug! "Thanks Twilight!" Twilight blushed. The only other guy to hug her was her big brother. Burst soon released her. "Anything I can do to return the favor?"
"You could tell me about the moves you used against Nightmare Moon!" Twilight said excitedly. "I never learned any offensive magic."
"Well, you saw that blast of lightning I shot out right?" Twilight nodded. "That's called the White Lightning. The way it works is I charge up my magic with light energy. The light energy merges with the magic I'm charging up creating that burst. It can also be focused into a beam if I need to be mobile with my aim."
Twilight was practically grinning at learning all this new information. "So how were you able to deal so much damage to Nightmare Moon with that one punch? Was that another type of offensive spell? Or was it a move that used energy like those moves you and Inferno were doing when Ice tricked him?"
Burst scratched his head in thought. "Well...I really can't say. I charge up energy instead of magic when I get the attack ready. But when I first used it, I was holding back so I wouldn't hurt Luna too much. Also if I'd gone all-out, the town hall would've been a crater. As for the move's name, it's called the White Lightning Overdrive. Thanks for helping me get the Neutron Blast right! Something tells me I'm gonna need it in the coming battles."
Twilight beamed. "Don't forget. Me and the girls are here to help you and the guys too."
Burst chuckled before his thoughts turned to the others. I wonder what the rest of the guys are doing to train?
Steel dodged like crazy with his wings tied. WHY? Why did I agree to this? He continued to mentally grumble at himself as he jumped, rolled, and twisted out of the way as he was pelted with apples. "You're enjoying this WAY too much Dash!" Rainbow Dash just snickered at Steel's remark.
"You stole my first kiss Steel. You've got to make up for that big time. Especially if you're eager to get in a real kiss!" Rainbow Dash said with a smirk. Applejack frowned at Rainbow Dash's remark.
"Still. Don't ya think it's a bit of overkill ta have BOTH of us chucking these rotten apples at him?" Applejack asked.
Rainbow Dash smiled. "Yup. That's what makes this fun!" Rainbow Dash then chucked a rotten apple at Steel's face! But instead of dodging, Steel stood his ground! As the apple got ever closer to his face, Steel caught the apple in his mouth and spat it back at Rainbow Dash! The fruit hit her face with a splat! "ACK!" Applejack chuckled.
"Ah'm SO never lettin' you live that down!" Applejack said with a smile. "Nice aim Steel!" Steel bowed with a grin, and then heard the loud grumble of his stomach. Rainbow Dash's stomach also started growling. Applejack set to work untying Steel's wings.
"Race you to the burger joint!" Steel said with a smirk! Rainbow Dash countered with a smirk of her own, and the two took off for lunch. Applejack nodded in approval as she saw the two fly off.
"Those two do make a good couple." 
Steel and Rainbow Dash polished off their burgers in almost no time at all. As the two were walking off, Rainbow Dash had a question on her mind. "Hey, Steel?"
"Yeah?"
"You and the guys...you still gotta fight that 'Night Terror' creep, right?"
Steel nodded. "That's the plan. The only problem being we've got no idea how strong he is. All we know is that he's not as strong as Nightmare Moon from what Burst's said. But from what he was able to do to Dark Ice, he DOES have powerful magic."
"Well, in that case...." Rainbow Dash cupped Steel's face while she was blushing almost furiously and kissed him on the lips. "Promise to come back in one piece...OK?" Steel smiled as he hugged Rainbow Dash tightly. "I'd hate to lose a racing rival."
"Sure thing Dash." Steel then returned the kiss Rainbow Dash gave him. "You're the only one I don't mind kicking my butt."
Meanwhile, Ace was inspecting his own Duelist Arms. His thoughts turned to his brother. Dark Ice. Ice. Something tells me you'll be a key in bringing Night Terror down. It's a start, but you're starting to wake up from whatever nightmare your new form is forcing you to re-live. Especially after saving Shadow. I just hope you're able to join us for the final battle. At the same time, Ice was walking around wearing a cloak to conceal himself. At the core of his being, he felt something stirring. He had rushed in to save Shadow despite his fear of Shadow falling to his doom.
Whatever's happening...it feels right. Ice thought to himself. Just gotta keep moving. No matter how scared I get... Ice's thoughts then turned to Ponyville. Well, there's no sense going back to the Nightmare Forces. Plus, I should really apologize to Ace and his friends. And with that, Ice began his journey to make amends. I just hope those girls don't blast me with the Elements of Harmony the second I show my face...

	
		Episode 19: Damsel in Distress?



	Inferno was going through his old things a little before he headed out for the business area of Carousel Boutique. He then happened upon his electric guitar. Man. Used to play this thing like crazy! A nostalgic smile appeared on Inferno's face when his dad taught him how to play the instrument. Wonder if I've still got it? Inferno slung his guitar around himself, and began to play. The noise didn't go unnoticed however. Rarity heard Inferno playing, and so did her latest customer. Sapphire Shores. It was only when Rarity tapped him on the shoulder that Inferno stopped playing. He also took note of who was accompanying her. "Eh heh heh! Did...you enjoy the performance?" Rarity gave Inferno a small smile and rolled her eyes. Sapphire on the other hand, was impressed.
"Well I'll be. You might have left the rock star life, but the music's never left you." Sapphire said with a smile. "I've seen you perform Inferno. You always go out there and play and sing with your heart."
"You're  quite the sight youself." Inferno said with a bow. "Princess of Pop. You've got an amazing voice. So what brings you to my new home?"
Sapphire smiled. "Well, I didn't know you and Rarity were that close!" Both Inferno and Rarity's faces were flushed red! "Well Rarity's name has been getting pretty big in fashion and I'd love for her to make the outfits for my next tour!"
"I'll have no trouble making them darling!" Rarity said with a smile. Sapphire soon left, and Rarity looked frantically at the box of gems she had been using for the new outfit she was making. "Oh dear...I'm going to need MUCH more gems for this to be complete."
"Maybe I can help?" Inferno suggested. 
Rarity was confused. "How so darling?"
"Well as you've seen, I've got dragon wings. That's also given me dragon senses and a few other abilities. I can also sniff out gems a little. But with your magic, you can search for gems pretty well. I'll grab Spike, and we should have no problem with getting enough gems for you to fill your order!"
"Marvelous idea darling!" Rarity cheered! "Make sure to bring a cart for the gems!" Soon enough, Inferno was pulling along the cart while Spike was riding in it. Rarity's hand was glowing with an aura as she used her gem detection spell. "Aha! There we are!" Spike got to work and dug through the ground and pulled out a handful of gems. Noticing Spike drooling at the sight of the gems, Inferno used his magic to levitate them away.
"Sorry Spike. But you're gonna have to wait to get your fill of gems." Inferno said with a chuckle. He then sniffed the air, and found another pocket of gems to dig up. Soon enough, the cart was reasonably full. However, they were being watched from the bushes. Rarity's spell found another gem, and following it she ran into a man with dog ears. Inferno noticed and bolted over only to get tripped by the other two diamond dogs! Spike helped him up and they tried to get Rarity free! But the diamond dogs were too quick and carried her underground! "Spike. Get the girls!" Inferno then summoned his Duelist Arms. "I'll be waiting here." Spike nodded as he dashed off to find the girls. "All right you mutts. You're going to be in the dog house once I'm down there." The other girls soon showed up and Spike informed them of the situation. "I'm going to try something..." Inferno drew his sword and wrapped flames around it. He then shot a fireball down one of the holes! "Fire in the hole!" Soon a diamond dog jumped out with his butt in flames! He rolled around in the dirt to put the fire out, and scampered back to the hole! Inferno caught him, but he was hit over the head by another dog! "All right..." Inferno then took a swing at the dog that hit him, but it dove back into the hole! "Darn it!" Inferno was about to jump in after the diamond dog, but a geyser of rock and dirt knocked him back! Inferno and the girls stared in shock as ever last hole was re-sealed with mounds of dirt! They all tried digging through, but the diamond dogs kicked them off the mounds! Spike then remembered the gem Rarity had given him and left to go get a fishing rod! When he returned, Spike dangled the gem over the last hole that hadn't been sealed. "Hoping to be Rarity's knight in shining armor?" Inferno asked with a smile. "That must be some pretty big crush you have on her."
"I-It's not just a crush!" Spike protested. "She's the most beautiful thing I've ever seen..."
Inferno sighed and put a hand on Spike's shoulder. "Spike. This isn't love. Not real love at least."
Spike shot a confused look at Inferno. "What do you mean?"
"Sure there's attraction, but it's pretty one-sided." Inferno explained. "Spike. You're too young for her, and STILL a minor. It's very noble of you to want to rescue her. But if you're hoping she'll date you...it's not gonna happen." Spike's ear fins drooped in sadness at hearing this. "Trust me Spike. During my time as a rock star, I ran into TONS of girls who claimed they 'loved' me. But they only liked me for what I had. Not who I was. Real love Spike, is when you meet someone who likes you no matter who, or what you are. And someone's who stays with you no matter what. You'll find that someday Spike." Inferno then patted Spike on the back. "I know it." Spike's smile lifted a little bit. "Now then..." Inferno scooped up Spike in his arms. "Let's go!" The two noticed a tug on the rod and Inferno leaped down the hole with Spike in tow and the girls following! "WOOO HOOOOOO!" The girls looked at Inferno like he was crazy as they slid down the network of tunnels! The group soon landed in a pile on the ground of the tunnels. "Now all we need to do is search for the path with the most gems." Inferno then looked to Twilight. "Hey Twi? Did Rarity ever teach you her gem locating spell?"
"She did! Hold on!" Twilight's hand lit up with a magic aura and gems were revealed in the tunnels. "That's the way!" The group made their down the path and heard what sounded like a struggle. Inferno readied his sword and blaster, and charged forth with Spike holding on for dear life! But once they opened the door, the diamond dogs fell to their knees begging!
"PLEASE!" Rover pleaded! "Take her back! She's so whiny!"
"So critical!" Fido screamed!
"And so loud! MAKE IT STOP!" Spot shivered. At that moment, Rarity walked towards the group with a smile on her face.
"Hello darlings. Hope I didn't ruin your rescue mission."
Inferno soon found his voice. "So....you got the diamond dogs to doyour work for you, handled them despite risk of physical harm, AND you managed to free yourself?" Inferno then grinned. "That's hot." Rarity giggled. "I take it you pulled a lot of gems?" Rarity motioned to the many carts that the diamond dogs had filled with gems. "....That'll take care of the order." Inferno and the others set to work transporting all the carts back to carousel boutique. Inferno then set to work helping Rarity out with the outfit orders. "Well, never a dull moment in this little town huh?"
Rarity giggled. "I certainly didn't expect one of your 'famous concerts' this morning."
Inferno lightly blushed. "Yeah...sorry about that."
"Don't be darling. You're quite good. I can see why you were so popular." Rarity said with a smile.
"Thanks." Inferrno had Rarity on his mind as he went to bed that night. Hope she doesn't hate me when the guys and I decide to trash the gala...

	
		Episode 20: Awaken Blazing Courage!



	Ice had just teleported into Ace's house. Needless to say, Ace was pretty shocked. "Ice?!" Ace fell out of his chair! "What the heck are you doing here?!"
Ice scratched his head. "I kinda need a place to stay.....plus I wanted to apologize to your friends for...you know, trying to waste them on multiple occassions."
Ace sighed. "Well you'd better apologize to the girls first. Come on." Ace walked over to Twilight's house and knocked on the door. "Hey Twilight! I'm sure you've met my-" Ace ducked as a blast of magic struck Ice and he was imprisoned in crystal. "...What was that for?!"
"Ace! That's the same guy who's tried to kill you and the other guys! Not to mention the same one who sent that swarm of nightmare insects to try and kill me and the girls!" Twilight said with a scowl. "Why are you so calm?!"
"He's my brother. Dark Ice. And he came to apologize." Ace said flatly. "So would you mind releasing him?"
"Actually, I think this is better." Ice noted. "Chances are the rest of the Elements of Harmony would probably clobber me if you introduced me to them individually." Ice then looked at Twilight with a nervous smile. "So...could you please not shoot me with a rainbow of magic?"
"I'll think about it..." Twilight said flatly as she left to gather the girls. Soon enough they arrived and each was pretty cross with Ice. "Well? What were you thinking when you joined the Nightmare Forces?"
"Yeah...I kinda wasn't thinking." Ice said nervously. "In fact, I rarely think things through. At all. I just go in head-first."
Twilight face-palmed. "You mean you just did it without considering the fact they might be lying?!"
"If it makes you feel any better, I realize my mistake." Ice said with a nervous smile! He then recoiled his head when Applejack came up to inspect him right in the eye.
"Hmmm. He ain't lyin'." Applejack said with a nod. She then punched Ice in the face. "But Ah still owe ya for all the trouble you've caused!"
"Arguement...valid...." Ice groaned before his head was shaken by Rainbow Dash!
"Alright creep!" Rainbow Dash growled! "What's your game?! What secrets are you after!" Ice was visibly terrified! "TALK!"
"...Please get away from me..." Ice begged. "I'm asking nicely..." Applejack hauled Rainbow Dash away, and Ice breathed a sigh of relief.
"I apologize for Rainbow Dash's bluntness." Rarity said. "Still. I must say Applejack voiced our initial desire."
Ice gulped. "...Point taken...." Pinkie Pie then raced up to Ice's face. "Uh...hi?"
"Hi!" Pinkie chirped. "So you're Ace's brother?"
"Um, yes?"
"Sweet! I gotta get to work on your party!" And with that Pinkie left to plan Ice's party leaving Fluttershy to speak with him next.
"Um, I believe that you've come to apologize." Fluttershy said with a small smile.
"Finally someone believes me." Ice said with a sigh of relief before looking at Ace. "Quite the bunch of friends you've got."
Ace nodded. "I'll be back with the guys. See you then." Ace left, and Ice felt Twilight's gaze piercing his soul.
"So, uh, what're you gonna do with me?" Ice asked nervously.
"I'm going to lecture you on thinking things out." Twilight said proudly as she pulled out a black board and began to ramble on. All the while, Ice was struggling to keep his sanity together. "And THAT'S why-"
"ENOUGH!" Ice screamed! "Make it stop! PLEASE make it stop! UGH!"
Twilight frowned. "What's your problem?!"
"My problem?!" Ice asked with an annoyed look on his face. "My problem is with all your over-thinking, you're NEVER going to get anything done! Haven't you ever heard of the phrase: 'Don't fuss with the small stuff?' You obviously haven't!"
"Oh? Does 'small stuff' include leaving your family behind and joining a bunch of evil monsters?!" Twilight spat back! "If you HAD thought things through, you wouldn't have fought Ace and the guys!" Ice and Twilight glared at each other. "You know? I know what your problem is. You're reckless. That's why you've messed up so much."
Ice rolled his eyes. "Little tip? Nobody's perfect. But they can get better by realizing they messed up." Twilight was about to counter, but then smiled as she ran off to write a letter to the princess. She soon returned with a satisfied look on her face. "Look. The point is, I'm sorry and I'm trying to fix my screw-up."
Twilight sighed as her hand glowed and Ice's crystal prison was undone. "Fine. Just don't go anywhere." Ice was left alone in the library, and decided to take a nap. Meanwhile, Night Terror had created a new monster to eliminate the Elements of Harmony and Elements of of Heroism.
"You shall do nicely." Night Terror said with a wicked smile. "Now go forth Executor!" A warrior clad in pitch black armor stomped through a portal to Ponyville. "Where the others failed, you shall not." Back in Ponyville, Ice's eyes snapped open! Because he still had his nightmare form, he could sense other nightmare creatures. And right now, he had just sensed Executor's presence!
"Not good. Really not good!" Ice bolted out the door, and arrived just in time to see Executor step out of a portal. 
"Dark Ice." Executor boomed. "Lord Night Terror has one last offer for you to return to our side. He hopes you'll make the wise choice."
Ice smirked at the armored behemoth. "Sorry. I never was the smart one out of my brothers!"
"Very well fool. PERISH!" Executor sent Ice flying into a wall with a swing of his arm! Burst and Inferno were flying over head and noticed the fight! The two landed and summoned their Duelist Arms! Burst and Inferno charged at Executor, but his gauntlet blocked their strikes! "Let me show you two a true blade..." Executor drew his sword and slashed at Burst and Inferno! Sending them flying! "And to think you lot caused Lord Night Terror so much trouble. I'll take great joy in eliminating you!" Executor was caught off-guard when a wave of magic knocked him back! Ace stood with his Duelist Arms ready! "So. It appears there is yet another fool who wishes to be eliminated." The girls had just arrived on the scene, and watched in horror as the rest of the guys showed up to take on Executor! But their attacks did little to no damage! Tyrannus fired off a Raptor Slash, but it made little to no damage! "Fool!" Executor flung Tyrannus towards Burst and Inferno! The two caught him, and noticed that Steel had snuck up on Executor! But Executor grabbed Steel and smashed him into the ground! He then dragged Steel as he made a run at the others! The girls tried to jump in, but Executor fired off a blast of dark magic! Knocking them all to the ground! Ace slowly rose, and mounted one last desperate charge at Executor! Ace leaped into the air, and brought his sword down on Executor! But when his sword clanged agaisnt Executor's armor, there was no damage!
Ace was in shock! "What?!" 
Executor chuckled as he grabbed Ace by the throat! "My armor was made to be impervious to attack as long as I stay in a defensive position. It's enchantment allows me to form a defensive barrier around myself. Your attacks are useless!" Executor then saw Ice slowly rising. "Are you watching Dark Ice? Watch as I snuff out your brother's life!" Executor began to slowly squeeze Ace's throat as Ice watched in horror! It was then that Ice heard the voice and saw the source. It was a dragon spirit that looked like it held the entire fury of Tartarus in its eyes!
"Will you let fear keep you from saving Ace?" Red Dragon Archfiend's spirit asked. "WILL YOU LET YOUR FEARS COME TO PASS?!"
"No...NO." Ice mentally said to the dragon spirit as he rose to his feet! "NOOOOOOOOO!" Ice rushed at Night Terror and flames began to gather in his hands and seemed to burn away his nightmare form! Ice swung his arms down as he leaped at Executor! Ace gasped for breath as the arm of Executor was incinerated as black essence poured from where Executor's arm once was! Ice stood as the flames on him died down. He was back to his old self, but now his jacket had turned crimson! And in his hands,he held a claymore modelled after a dragon! Ice then turned to Ace and the others. "You guys alright?"
"Ice...you've got a Duelist Arm!" Ace noted in awe!
Ice inspected his new weapon and smirked. "Time to put it to good use!" Ice turned to Executor and saw him clutching the cut where his arm once stood as black essence leaked out! "Looks like you're not as invinceible if you choose to fight." The blade of Ice's claymore was soon wrapped in flames as he leaped into the air! Executor got into a defensive position as a black aura surrounded his armor! Ice brought down his claymore with a mighty slash! Smashing through the barrier and slashing down Executor's center! "Power Force Slash!" Executor exploded as soon as Ice sheathed his claymore! "I'm not chained by fear anymore." A crimson aura then shot up around Ice before fading! The dragon spirit appeared before Ice.
"You have finally awakened Ice. Element of Courage." The dragon spirit said proudly before fading away. Ice was then approached by the guys and girls. Ice took a deep breath as he looked them in the eye.
"I know I made some pretty big mistakes. But I want to fix what I've done." Ice set his claymore in the ground. "My fate's in your hands."
Burst put a hand on Ice's shoulder. "I'd say you've more than made up for your mistakes. Your nightmare's over Ice. Welcome to the Elements of Heroism." Burst said with a smile. "And with you, Night Terror's days are numbered!" The guys brought their hands in. They had gained a new friend, and Ace had regained a brother in the process.

	
		Episode 21: Sparring Session



	It was just another day in Ponyville save for Twilight and the other girls going off to help Applejack plant a tree in Appleossa. Guess I'll just be chilling at home. Burst thought. I've only been here almost two years, and so much has happened in such a short time. Burst finished breakfast and changed into his normal clothes. He noticed that he was out of clean shirts, and opted to just but his coat on. Note to self: Do laundry later on. Burst went out to check his mail box. Most of the letters were junk mail, but he happened upon another letter from Princess Celestia. Wonder what she wants this time? Burst opened the letter as he headed inside, and read it to himself. "Dear Burst Stream. Twilight's been informing me of the feats of you and your friends. That led me to do some thinking about the weapons you and your friends have discovered and wielded. I'd like to speak with you in person, so please come to Canterlot as soon as you can." Burst put the letter in one of his coat's pockets and equipped his Duelist Arms. "I guess I'm getting pretty popular." Burst said with a shrug as he flew off to Canterlot. Then again, it's not like I wouldn't mind seeing Celestia again. She's pretty chill for a princess. Burst then smiled as he thought of  her. She's kind to everybody, and she cares a lot about her subjects. It's easy to love a person like her... Burst then shook his head to snap back to reality. Daydream another time Burst. Now? Focus on flying... Burst soon landed at the Canterlot castle and showed Celestia's letter to the guards, and was once again escorted to the throne room. However, he noticed Celestia had a new outfit on instead of her usual white dress. This time around, she was wearing white skin tight pants and black boots with a white tank top. She also had gold gauntlets on her forearms. In short, she looked more like she was ready for a fight. "So to what do I owe the pleasure of this summons Celestia?"
Celestia smiled at Burst, and noticed his lack of a shirt. "I see you decided on the look that you donned on our second encounter." 
Burst chuckled. "Lost track of laundry. The bane of everyone's existence. Mine especially."
"I see you came equipped.", Celestia noted as she saw Burst's Duelist Arms. "Might I see one of them?" Burst handed her the sword and one of the blasters he carried around. "Hmmm. Just as I thought.", Celestia said with a nod. "I should've recognized Starswirl's handiwork."
"Starswirl's handiwork?", Burst asked. "You mean he made the Duelist Arms?"
"Yes. It was a project he told me about some time ago. He sealed the spirits of guardian monsters inside them. Making the weapons quite picky with who they choose as their wielders." Celestia smiled at Burst. "I'd say they've made excellent choices if you and your friends are anything to go by. Starswirl also mentioned that new elements would awaken alongside the Duelist Arms."
"Well, the monster spirits said me and my friends are the Elements of Heroism. I'm the Element of Power, Inferno's the Element of Potential, Ace is the Element of Wisdom, Steel's the Element of Honor, Ty's the Element of Tolerance, and Ice just awakened as the Element of Courage. All we're missing now is a bunch of robots that combine into a bigger robot, and we're officially super heroes." Burst said with a chuckle. "If you don't mind me asking, what's with the new outfit?"
Celestia giggled. "Burst. You didn't think I'd call you all the way over here just for me to look at your Duelist Arms, did you?"
Burst smiled. "Looks like this is going to be my second dance with royalty. Hope you've got a place that can handle me."
"This way." Celestia led Burst to an area that was grassy and unoccupied. "Is this a good place?"
"No people or animals nearby. It's perfect." Burst said with a smile as he drew one of his blasters and his sword. "Hope you don't plan on me going easy on you."
Celestia's hands glowed with the golden aura of her magic as she summoned a broad sword and a golden shield. "I'd feel insulted if you did." Both Burst and Celestia got into fighting stances. "Hope you don't mind, but I'll lead." Celestia flew towards Burst! She moved so gracefully, and so quick at the same time! Burst fired off a few shots from his blaster, but Celestia raised her shield to block them! Once she was close, Celestia swung at Burst with her sword! Burst leaped backwards over the blade and brought his own sword down only to be met with Celestia's shield! "You're pretty good.", Celestia said with a smile.
Burst smiled in return. "You've got some pretty sweet moves yourself." Burst broke away from Celestia. "Let's mix things up a bit shall we?" Burst charged the blade of his sword with magic, and fired out a light blue magic blast as he swung the blade! Celestia countered by powering up her own blade with her magic and firing a golden blast of her own! The two blasts cancelled each other out leaving a cloud of smoke in the process! Once the smoke cleared, Burst and Celestia charged at each other! Both of them had a smile on their face as they each countered the other's strike. With how fluidly they were moving and how close they got to each other, it was more like they were dancing than sparring with each other. Burst then got a new idea. "How about we ditch the weapons?" Burst set his Duelist Arms to the side.
Celestia set her sword and shield on the ground and smiled. "I could use the exercise." Both Burst and Celestia got into fighting stances. Burst started off with a kick that Celestia blocked with her arm. "You weren't kidding about being well-trained." Celestia punched at Burst, and he blocked with his arms! Burst then punched at Celestia, but she slid out of the way and attempted to break his footing with a sweep kick! "I guess it's my turn to step things up this time!" Celestia fired a blast of magic at Burst! Burst rolled out of the way and fired a hadouken! Celestia blocked it with a shield spell, but Burst closed the distance with a hurricane kick! Celestia glided with her wings to the side! Burst noticed her taking to the air, and executed a shoryuken to propel himself up and flapped his wings to pursue her and kicked in the air! Celestia flew out of the way and executed a kick of her own! Burst blocked it and pulled off a quick punch! Celestia dodged it and punched at Burst only to be blocked by Burst's arms! "You're certainly making this last Burst.", Celestia said with a smile.
"Glad to see that you're having just as much fun as me.", Burst said with a grin. "The only other people that've gone on this long against me were Nightmare Moon and Inferno. How about we finish this on the ground?" Burst and Celestia landed and grappled with each other. Both of them were pretty tired out from their sparring and Burst's legs started to give in as he and Celestia rolled along the ground. When they came to a stop, Celestia was right on top of Burst and their faces were pretty close. Celestia's ethereal hair brushed against Burst's cheek as he stared into her lovely violet eyes. and that lovely smile of hers. Celestia was also quite taken with Burst's sapphire orbs while she ran a hand along his exposed stomach. Their foreheads soon touched. "So...do you need help getting up Celestia?" Burst was taken away by how beautiful Celestia's voice was.
"No Burst. I'm quite enjoying the view I have..." Celestia almost brought their faces closer together when Luna came running and jumped into her arms! "Luna? What're you doing up?"
"I got bored sleeping.", Luna answered with a smile before flying over to Burst as he stood up. She then hugged him. "Hi Burst!"
"Is it me? Or is she getting taller?", Burst asked as he noted Luna's slight increase in height.
"Luna's been regaining her power over time.", Celestia said with a smile. "Soon she'll be back to her old self in no time." 
"And I'll be able to use the Royal Canterlot Voice again!", Luna cheered.
Burst smiled as he tousseled Luna's hair. "If I'd known I'd be seeing Luna so soon, I'd have brought my DS for her to play with."
Luna blinked. "D...S...?"
"Oh. Right. You've been gone a while." Burst put a hand on Luna's shoulder. "There is so much I need to teach you. And it looks like I'll have to squeeze in an entire childhood in one hour." Burst took a deep breath. "Here we go..." Burst explained to Luna about video games, TV, and movies. Luna's eyes went wide with all the things she had to look forward to. "...And that's about it. " Luna smiled and let out a yawn. "Something tells me dream land's calling her name." Burst helped Celestia put Luna to bed. "Celestia?"
"Yes Burst?"
"Thanks for a fun time.", Burst said with a smile. Burst was then surprised when Celestia kissed him on the forehead!
Celestia smiled. "You too. I'll be seeing you soon."
Burst took off with a big smile on his face! Best. Day. EVER. As Burst went to sleep that night, he couldn't help but dream of Celestia. As for Celestia, Burst was a part of her dreams as well.

	
		Episode 22: It's Under Control



	It started as any other day for Tyrannus. He woke up, got changed. The usual routine. Except for the fact that there was brunch for Princess Celestia going on. Good thing I'm skipping out on breakfast today. Tyrannus then noticed Fluttershy's rabbit running in through the door carrying a watch. Uh-oh. Tyrannus then scooped up Fluttershy. "Come on! We should be able to make it to Sugar Cube Corner if I go at top speed!" And he took off like there was no tomorrow! Fluttershy held on for deal life. She would have told Tyrannus that she planned on flying, but decided to go with it because they were almost there. Tyrannus skidded to a halt leaving skid marks as he came to a full stop. "Phew! That would've been bad..." Tyrannus then looked down at the guards who were quaking due to his height. "I believe we're on the list?" The guards nodded shakily and stepped aside to let them in. Fluttershy then unlatched herself from Tyrannus's back and went to chat with her friends. Tyrannus noticed the guys and walked over. "Hey everyone! Had to bolt full speed just to get here on time! So what's up?"
"Not much.", Burst said with shrug. "Considering I've met with Princess Celestia a few times before. She already knows Steel, so we introduced Ace, Inferno, and Ice to her. Maybe you can go up with Fluttershy?"
"Sounds like a good idea.", Tyrannus said with a smile. He then noticed Fluttershy walking around with Twilight. "Say...did Twilight freak out over how casual you guys were with the princess?"
Ice chuckled. "Trust me dude. She was screaming on the inside! I don't know why she's so uptight."
"Well she is the personal pupil of Princess Celestia.", Ace noted. "That'd explain a lot."
Inferno laughed. "Yeah! Like she'd expell Twilight just because of the manners of her friends! That girl needs to loosen up a bit more!"
"Trust me. She used to be WAY worse.", Burst said with a sigh. "I remember when she first showed up here, she tried to avoid everybody and shut herself in her room while Pinkie threw her a welcome party. Considering she's worry about her friends, that's a major improvement." The guys then noticed Pinkie Pie bouncing around. "Then again...it's not like her insecurities are unwarranted." They then noticed Pinkie rush up to the princess and almost snatch the cupcake she was going to eat right out of her hands! "...Okay. Never get between Pinkie and any form of sweet." Burst then noticed the Cakes were attending to the princess. And he couldn't help but chuckle when he saw them refill her tea cup for every sip she took. She even did a fake-out, which had Burst cracking up. "She just keeps giving me reasons to like her." Tyrannus noticed things were going well and decided to go over to Fluttershy.
"Hi Fluttershy.", Tyrannus said with a smile before bowing a little to the princess. "Pleased to meet you your highness."
Celestia smiled warmly at the two. "You as well. So who's your friend Fluttershy?"
"His name is Tyrannus Thunder. But we all call him Ty for short.", Fluttershy said with a small smile. "He's been living with me for a while, and we've gotten...close." Fluttershy blushed remembering her first kiss with Tyrannus.
"I understand for Twilight's letters you enjoy tending to the needs of woodland creatures.", Celestia said with a smile.
Tyrannus chuckled. "I can vouch for that. Her cottage is usually full of animals that she takes care of. Heck, I've even seen her work with a bear no problem. "
Fluttershy beamed. "Oh, yes. I love to take care of animals!"
"As do I. As princess, I care deeply about all creatures great and small. Nothing means more to me than the well being of all my subjects." Tyrannus and Fluttershy were trying to focus on the princess, but were having trouble when they heard coughing and wheezing from a bird cage near her. They also were surprised when a sickly-looking bird hovered into view and landed on a perch. "Ah! Philomena, me pet. You're awake. Do say hello to our gracious hosts." Philomena just hacked in response.
"Um, if you don't mind me asking your majesty, just what kind of bird is that?", Tyrannus asked.
Celestia looked to her pet. "She is quite a sight isn't she?
Fluttershy looked at Philomena nervously. "Oh...I've...never seen anything like her..." Tyrannus noticed Fluttershy's concern, and an idea came to him.
"Princess? Since Fluttershy's good with animals, could she borrow your pet so she can help make it better? She's not looking so good. If it's not too much trouble, of course." Fluttershy was shocked at hearing this, but was relieved when Celestia nodded in approval. "Thank you, your highness." Tyrannus and Fluttershy bowed before picking up Philomena. Fluttershy held on tightly. "Feeling any better?"
Fluttershy nodded. "Yes. Now I can get to work making sure this creature gets nice and healthy for Princess Celestia."
"I think I'll do some reading up on what type of bird she is.", Tyrannus said with a nod. "Just so we know what we're working with." Once they were back inside, Tyrannus opened up a book while Fluttershy set to work tending to Philomena. Hm. No birds that match her current description. Maybe she's just at point in her life cycle? As Tyrannus read, Fluttershy was going back and forth trying to make Philomena comfortable. One moment her temperature was high, the next she was freezing!
"Oh, this is far worse than I thought!", Fluttershy panicked. "What you need is some medicine! Stat!" Fluttershy then set a pill on a plate in front of Philomena. "Here you go. This will fix you right up." Philomena sniffed the pill, and recoiled! Fluttershy then buried the pill in bird seed and Philomena pecked away at it! However, the pill was still untouched! Tyrannus was still reading while this was going on. He looked up to see Fluttershy's efforts in getting Philomena well, and also took note of the numerous failed attempts. "Don't worry! I know lots of other ways to take care of you! You're going to get better! How about..." And from there, Fluttershy tried aroma therapy, a warm bath, ointment, and even surgically replacing Philomena's feathers. Sadly, none of those methods seemed to have any effect. "Oh, Philomena. I've tried everything I know to try and make you better. And now look at you. You're worse than ever." She then heard knocking on the door, and Twilight came in.
"Hi Fluttershy! How's...Oh." Twilight looked Philomena over. "She doesn't look much better than when you took her in."
"Oh, I've tried everything I know!" Fluttershy sighed. "But nothing's working."
And Twilight promptly freaked out. "Oh..this isn't good! Do you know what the princess would do if she found out you failed? She might banish you! Or throw you in a dungeon!! Or throw you in a dungeon in the place she banishes you to!"
Tyrannus looked up from his book and smiled. "Twilight? I think you're freaking out over nothing. As for our friend Philomena, she'll be just fine. In fact, what's about to come next is completely natural for her species."
Fluttershy and Twilight blinked before asking. "What are you talking about?"
"Set her down." Fluttershy set Philomena down, and Tyrannus stepped in front and knelt down. "Three...two...one..." And with a final cough that caused the last of her feathers to fall off, Philomena burst into flames leaving nothing but ash! "There we go." Fluttershy and Twilight's jaws dropped in horror. "Now before you two freak out, I'd like to mention that this is natural for her. Come on. We'd better get this to the princess." Tyrannus scooped up the ashes in his hands. "It's all under control. Trust me." Twilight and Fluttershy followed Tyrannus nervously as they went over to the town square where Princess Celestia was waiting. "Hello your majesty.", Tyrannus said with a bow as he set the pile of ashes on the ground. "Well, here's Philomena." Fluttershy panicked when the princess leaned down to inspect the ashes.
"I'm sorry! It's all my fault!", Fluttershy pleaded. "I really wanted to help the poor thing, but I guess I wasn't ready to handle a royal pet."
Celestia crouched down to the pile of ashes and smiled. "Oh, stop fooling around Philomena! You're scaring everybody." The pile of ashes began to swirl around, and a magnificent bird formed from the ashes! Twilight and Fluttershy were in awe while Tyrannus simply smiled.
"She really is quite the sight.", Tyrannus said with a nod as he looked to Fluttershy. "I told you it was natural for her."
Fluttershy was reasonably confused. "I...I don't understand...What happened to Philomena?"
"This is Philomena.", Celestia said with a smile. "She's quite a sight as I said. But nothing unusual for a phoenix. Isn't that right Philomena?" Philomena cawed happily at Celestia.
"A...phoenix?"
"A phoenix is a majestic and magical bird.", Celestia explained. "While happy and healthy most of the time, every so often it must renew itself by shedding all its feathers and bursting into flame. A little malodramatic if you ask me. It then renews itself from its ashes fresh as a daisy. But I'm afraid mischievous little Philomena here took the opportunity to have some fun with you. Say you're sorry young lady." Philomena craned her head towards Fluttershy, and nuzzled her.
"That's okay. I guess I should've asked what kind of bird she was first.", Fluttershy said with a smile. Everyone shared a laugh. Fluttershy let out a yawn and soon found Tyrannus hoisting her onto his shoulders.
"Time for me to take care of you now.", Tyrannus said as he carried Fluttershy home and set her on the couch. 
"Ty?", Fluttershy asked.
"Yeah?"
"Could...you take a nap with me?", Fluttershy asked as her face was flushed pink with her blushing. Tyrannus smiled as he lie down on the couch with her and put his arms around her. Fluttershy was even more surprised when he shared a kiss with her. She then smiled as she nuzzled her head against his chest and fell asleep.

	
		Episode 23: Steel's Edge



	Steel took a deep breath as he readied his blade, and closed his eyes. He then snapped his eyes open and struck at his target wildly! Each slash struck with devastating speed and force! Gotta get this move right!, Steel thought to himself as he struck the training dummy. Who knows when Night Terror's going to come and try to finish the job himself? Steel continued striking the dummy with all his might. We've only got a vague idea of how strong he is! Burst, Inferno, Ace, and Ice all have Duelist Arms. Ty's got his fists, but he's got a new technique that gives him ranged capability. Me? All I've got is a regular sword. So it's time to up my move list! Steel's arms fell as he panted in exhaustion. "Third time in a row I've botched this technique up.", Steel said with a sigh as he looked the dummy over. "No matter what I do, I can't seem to get the speed and power right! If I use too much speed, I wind up not doing much damage. And when I put too much force, I give up speed that could help me pull out of the technique quick. AGH!" Steel fell to the ground in frustration. "Maybe I should just call it quits..." Steel closed his eyes and decided to just let the sun hit him. That is, until a shadow came over him. Steel felt the absence of the sun hitting his face, and opened his eyes. Much to his surprise, he found Rainbow Dash standing over him!
"So what's got you so down in the dumps Steel?", Rainbow Dash asked with a playful smile.
Steel frowned. "Trying to do a new move with my sword. The problem being, I've messed it up every time!" Steel then sighed. "And there's no telling when Night Terror going to come and try to end things himself. All the other guys have special weapons or moves. Me? Heh. All I've got is specialized training and a hand-me-down sword from my family." Steel looked to his sword and tossed it away. "Compared to them, I don't get how being an elite guard captain is so special." Steel fell back to the ground again, but he found himself being pulled up by his tank top by Rainbow Dash! Rainbow Dash then promptly slapped Steel in the face! "OW!" Steel rubbed the left side of his face. "What was that for?!"
Rainbow Dash huffed in response. "C'mon dude! No way I'm letting my boyfriend be mopey about this! We're getting your mind off this stupid thing!" And Steel soon found himself being dragged by Rainbow Dash to Sugar Cube Corner. Rainbow Dash went up to the counter where Pinkie was waiting. "Milkshake. Chocolate.", Rainbow Dash said as she set the bits on the counter. Pinkie dashed away and came back with Rainbow Dash's order not a minute later. Steel grabbed a table and sat down as Rainbow Dash came over. "C'mon. Drink it. You'll feel a bit better. Trust me." Steel sighed and sipped on the milkshake. And surely enough, he smiled as he enjoyed the treat. Rainbow Dash smiled at seeing Steel. "You're cool and collected Steel. That's awesome." Rainbow Dash's smile soon faded as she placed one of her hands on one of Steel's hands. "What isn't awesome is you taking things too seriously. Sure. Night Terror is still out there. But working yourself to the bone isn't going to make you any stronger if he decides to show up at that moment." Steel looked deep into Rainbow's pink eyes, and saw the concern in them. "I wanna get into the Wonderbolts, but I'm not gonna completely exhaust myself just for the sake of one trick. Why do you think I nap so much?" Rainbow Dash had a smile on her face once again. "You might be out of the armor, but you still need to loosen up Steel."
Steel smiled as he brought his face closer to Rainbow Dash's. "Thanks Dash. I needed that."
"Although...you were pretty cute lying down like that.", Rainbow Dash said with a smirk. Steel's wings flared out as he blushed for the first time in his life! Steel could handle a lot of things. Monsters, enemy soldiers, snooty nobles. But women complimenting him like this? This was a battlefield of life he'd never learned. Rainbow Dash continued to savor Steel's reaction as she brought their faces closer and kissed him. "Looks like I've caught you off-guard again."
Steel chuckled. "True. But then again, I don't mind you surprising me like that." Steel then smirked. "So does this count as our first date?" Rainbow Dash blushed lightly at hearing this.
"Only if you remember to chill out more often.", Rainbow Dash said with a small smile. "And to be an awesome boyfriend."
Steel smiled as he went in for another kiss. "I don't think I'll have any trouble with that..." As the two shared a kiss for once, Pinkie looked on with a big smile, and pulled out a notebook titled: Ships of My Friends. Pinkie nodded in approval as she scribbled in Rainbow Dash and Steel's names in the notebook and put it away. "You know? I think I know where I really went wrong with that new move."
Rainbow Dash tilted her head in interest. "Really? How'd you mess it up?"
"Simple.", Steel said with a smile. "I may have had a calm face, but my mind was a panicking mess. Can't believe I forgot one of the essential lessons. Always calm your mind in the midst of chaos. No way I'm getting anything done if my mind's all stressed-out, and panicky. This is just what I needed. And it's all thanks to my awesome girlfriend."
Rainbow Dash basked in Steel's compliment. "Care to show off?" Steel's smile gave her all the answers she needed.
Nightmare Forces' Fortress...
Night Terror watched a figure before him slash away at what little forces he had. Its blades tore through nightmare creatures like butter. She's the best sword user in our forces. Dread Titan and Executor. I sent out my biggest soldiers. Time to unleash my deadliest. "That shall be all for your demonstration." The female nightmare creature wearing dull grey armor, pale blue eyes, black hair, and dark grey skin walked up to Night Terror and bowed. "Fear Saber. You are the last of my best soldiers. Go to Ponyville, and destroy the Elements of Heroism. The Elements of Harmony, I shall handle myself." Fear Saber nodded before rising.
"My blades have cut down many an adversary Lord Night Terror. But I shall take great pleasure in eliminating the swordsman among their group. I wonder how long he can last against me?", Fear Saber said with a savage grin as she licked the blade of her sword before walking through the nearby portal. Meanwhile, Steel was about to show off his new move. But suddenly, Steel felt a chill in the air and heard  the faint sound of an object whistling through the air! Steel grabbed Rainbow Dash!
"DOWN!" Steel and Rainbow Dash hit the deck just in time as a bladed boomerang flew over their heads! Steel's eyes widened as he spotted the serrated edge along the blade! Finishing its arc, the bladed boomerang returned to its owner. Fear Saber clapped as she approached the two. Steel glared at Fear Saber as he stood up. "Judging by your looks, I'd say you're rolling with the Nightmare Forces."
Fear Saber smirked at Steel's analysis. "Correct. I am called Fear Saber. Greatest sword wielder of the Nightmare Forces! The only wielder to be exact. I made sure to eliminate any competition I had." Fear Saber then licked the blade of her main sword. A curved blade with teeth on one side. "I wonder...how sweet will your defeat taste?" Steel's gaze hardened in disgust.
"So you would take out your own comrades to secure your position?", Steel asked with anger visible in his voice despite his calm exterior. "Just hearing you say that makes me sick." Steel readied his sword and shield. "I'm also pretty ticked you attacked us out of the blue." Steel's eyes were burnign with fury at the honorless actions of Fear Saber.
Fear Saber simply giggled at Steel's words. "Honor? How foolish. All that matters in our ranks is victory. And the means..." Fear Saber flung her blade boomerang at Steel! "...ARE IRRELEVANT!" Steel raised his shield to block the boomerang, but Fear Saber took the chance to charge at him and hit him in the gut with the hilt of her sword! She then snapped her fingers to trap Rainbow Dash in a bubble! "You're mine soldier boy!" Fear Saber began a savage dance of blades as Steel struggled to block with his own sword and shield! Steel found himself bracing against Fear Saber's sword with both his sword and shield since she brought her blade down with such great force! As Steel was trying to keep her sword from inching any closer, Fear Saber sneered. Flicking her wrist, a blade emerged from her arm and she slashed at Steel's stomach! Steel saw the blade with the sunlight glinting on it! Steel jumped back just in time, but the blade made a cut in his tank top!
"You've never heard of a fair fight have you?", Steel growled as he readied his weapons.
Fear Saber still held a sneer on her face. "As I told you. All that matters in our ranks is victory. And if you thought that was cheating..." Fear Saber let out a dark giggle. "Let me show you my real cheat move!" Fear Saber sheathed her sword, and summoned daggers from her cape! "Blade Storm!" A stream of daggers were sent flying at Steel! Steel raised his shield to block them, but the constant stream forced him to his knees! Rainbow Dash watched in horror as Steel was slowly overwhelmed by the onslaught!
"You witch!", Rainbow Dash screamed. "Fight him like an honorable opponent!"
Fear Saber simply giggled at Rainbow Dash's anger. "It's cute that you care so much for this boy." She then turned her gaze to Steel. "I've had fun. But now it's time to put an end to this little game." Fear Saber snapped her fingers and the daggers then swirled around Steel forming a spiral of blades! "Blade Tornado!" Steel's eyes went wide as he stood at the center of a hurricane of razor sharp daggers! The blades came at him from all sides! And with his current arsenal, he couldn't block every dagger that flew at him! Steel winced as the daggers he couldn't block cut him! Fear Saber smiled at seeing Steel struggle against the wind made of razors. "I think I'll have some more fun with you before I finish you." Fear Saber ceased the daggers cutting at Steel and simply watched Steel be still. "You must be wondering when I'll strike you again. Will you be torn to pieces by this hurricane of blades, cut to ribbons by my main blade, or maybe I'll let the storm shred you after I get in a good slash?" Fear Saber licked the blade of her main sword again. "I always savor the taste of my opponent's fear before I cut them down." As Fear Saber toyed with him, Steel was fcoused on where he was. The calm center of the hurrican of blades. Steel took a deep breath and set his shield down and raising his sword in a meditative stance. As Steel closed his eyes, he saw a figure before him. The spirit of a warrior.
"I have been waiting for you Steel. Element of Honor.", the warrior said with a small smile. "I am the Black Luster Soldier. I see the art of the sword has stayed ever sharp among my descendants."
Steel bowed. "Thank you for your kind words. But...what are you doing here?"
"The time has come to awaken your power. As most of your friends have done. Remember. Even the raging storm of chaos is orderly and tranquil at its core. Harness the chaos to bring about order and justice. Farewell my descendant!" And with that, the spirit of Black Luster Soldier faded away. Steel kept up a steady, calm breath as he focused. Back in the real world, Steel's saber glowed with a cobalt aura! In a flash of light, Steel's sword and shield transformed into their true Duelist Arm forms! Steel's sword became a large, two-handled golden sword while his shield had changed in shape and had a large red gem in its center! Steel snapped his eyes open, and leaped above the hurricane of blades that surrounded him! He then dove down with his wings and slashed at Fear Saber while she was in shock! While Fear Saber was stunned, Steel unleashed his new move! "OMNISLASH!" Steel unleashed s flurry of slashes that struck with great speed and devastating power! He also slashed at Fear Saber from every side! Just when it seemed like Steel was finished, he leaped into the air and brought his sword down! Fear Saber raised her sword in desperation to try and block it, but Steel's blade broke through and slashed her down the middle! Steel slowly sheathed his sword. "True victories..." Steel then fully sheathed his blade. "...Are made complete with honor." Fear Saber exploded in a burst of light! Steel looked to Rainbow Dash with a smile. "Enjoy the show?" Rainbow Dash ran up to Steel as soon as the bubble she was trapped in faded, and gave him a tight hug!
"I was on the edge of my seat.", Rainbow Dash said with teary eyes. "That final move was awesome!" Rainbow the loosened her grip. "But first? We'd better get you fixed up." Rainbow Dash helped Steel walk to the hospital. "Sooo, do you think I could get my own Duelist Arm?"
Steel chuckled. "I think they're in short supply. But who knows? Maybe you will sometime down the road. I know you'll make it 20% cooler just by wielding it.", Steel said with a smile before wincing. "Maybe I should avoid laughing until I'm patched up." As soon as they got to the hosptial, Steel was treated for his cuts and was on his way with Rainbow Dash. "Hey Dash? You mind crashing at my place until morning? Someone's gotta make sure I don't strain myself too much."
Rainbow Dash gave Steel a flirty smile. "No problem." Steel lie down on the couch while his head rested in Rainbow Dash's lap. "Looks like you've got the right idea." Rainbow Dash shared a kiss before yawning. "Thanks for an awesome first date Steel."
"Same goes for you Rainbow Dash." The two drifted off to sleep with Rainbow Dash putting her arms over Steel.

	
		Episode 24: Night Terror's Final Gamble



Nightmare Forces' Fortress...
Night Terror scowled at all of his skilled fighters that had been destroyed by Burst and the other Elements of Heroism. "Curse them..." Night Terror clenched his fist in rage! "CURSE THEM!" Night Terror smashed the arm of his throne in his anger as his body distorted slightly before settling back down. "Time and time again I have tried to eliminate the Elements of Harmony. And at every turn, these fools these...heroes...." Night Terror spat the word with as much venom in his voice as possible. "..Have thrwarted me. Now all I have left is a horde of cannon fodder." Night Terror frowned as he sat in his throne, and an idea soon came to him. "Maybe I've been using the wrong tactics. Yes...yes I see now." A wicked smile crept onto Night Terror face. "I've wasted my better warriors in trying to eliminate Burst Stream and his friends. When all I needed to do..." Night Terror snapped his fingers, and a portal opened up. "...Is keep them busy long enough to enact my own devices." Night Terror motioned for all his fodder minions to march through the portal. "They should be more than enough to keep Burst and his friends occupied." Night Terror opened up a new portal and stepped through with a dark smile. "Now to execute my own plans..."
Ponyville outskirts...
Burst and the Elements of Heroism were assembled and were discussing the most pressing issue at hand. "Okay guys. Let's go over the status of our battles. We've beaten Night Terror's most elite warriors. Right Ice?", Burst asked.
Ice nodded. "That's about right. Steel got rid of Night Terror's last elite soldier, and I saw you guys waste the rest of them while I was still rolling with the Nightmare Forces. All he's got left is cannon fodder. But the problem being is, he's got tons of it to spare. Then again..." Ice summoned his Red Dragon Archfiend claymore. "With weapons like the Duelist Arms, they won't be a problem."
Burst smiled. "Glad to hear you're confident. But that's no excuse to get careless out there. That's why we've been training so hard these past few weeks. And I gotta say. If the last few battles were any indication, all that training's paying off pretty well." Burst's smile soon faded as his magic sensed something! The other guys were confused as to why Burst's face had a look of shock on it.
"Burst?", Steel asked. "What's up?"
Burst narrowed his eyes. "Something big is on its way..." Burst soon heard a portal open up, and he and the others immediately drew their weapons! "Get ready guys!" The Elements of Heroism heard was sounded like many objects slithering along the ground coming from the portal. Suddenly, an entire swarm of nightmare creatures burst out of the portal and rushed at Burst and the guys! "Take them down! We can't let them get to town!" Burst and his friends leaped forth into the fray head-on! Burst shot down any nightmare cratures that charged at him with his blasters! The beasts faded away into nothing as each blast struck them! Burst then slashed at any other nightmare creatures that surrounded him! Advancing farther for each foe he cut down! Inferno was cutting down any nightmare creatures that were in his path, and burned them to nothing with shots from his blaster! Switching things up, Inferno wrapped his sword with flames and sent out a wave of fire that wiped out a large number of the nightmare creatures! Steel made use of his new Duelist Arms by generating a barrier with his shield's magic, and charged at the nightmare creatures in his way! Herding them all together to a single space! Steel's sword then glowed with chaos energy as he unsheathed it! In a single slash, Steel sent out a wave of chaos energy that shredded the entire wave of enemies! Tyrannus in the meantime was slugging it out against the bruisers of the nightmare forces! Each punch he threw reduced them to a puddle of goo that dissolved! And for any that tried to charge him, Tyrannus fired off his raptor slash! Cutting the creatures to shreds before they disintegrated! Ace and Ice were off in their own circle of enemies! Ace slashed away at the nightmare creatures with his sword, and blocked any that tried to slash at him with his shield! Ice on the other hand, was wrecking the wave of enemies that was set upon him! His claymore cut through them like butter! Ice then took to the air, and fired a concentrated, but small blast of energy from his claymore down on the nightmare creatures engaging him! 
"Power Force Shot!", Ice cried as he launched his attack! The nightmare creatures that wer unfortunate enough to be in its path were vaporized in an instant! Ice smirked seeing how well he and his friends were doing. "I guess these guys never heard about quality over quantity." However, Ace wasn't so sure that they were the true targets. His eyes widened in horror as the swarm of nightmare creatures that had been attacking them continued to dwindle away into nothing.
We need to finish this fight now!, Ace thought as he set to work trying to finish off his group of enemies as quickly as he could!
Ponyville, Twilight's Library
Twilight had gathered her friends to show off her new pet owl. However, the party was soon interrupted when a portal opened up and Night Terror stepped through! "Well, well. Nice of you to make this easy for me.", Night Terror said with a sinister smile. Twilight and the others prepared to fight, but were knocked out when Night Terror cast a sleeping spell wave on all of the girls before levitating him with his magic and trapping them in a bubble. "And thus, the stage is set." Night Terror once again disappeared through a portal. At the same time, Burst and the guys finished off the last of the nightmare creatures that had swarmed them. But they froze when they saw a new portal open and Night Terror stepped through with a slow, condescending clap. "I must applaud you lot. You've wiped out all minions. But that means I get to wipe you all out myself. However, we shall fight in my domain. I'll even leave you a portal." Night Terror snapped his fingers, and a portal with his fortress on the other side appeared.
"And just why would we fight you on your terms?", Burst demanded.
Night Terror sneered. "I can give you six good reasons why..." Night Terror levitated over the imprisoned Mane 6. The guys' jaws dropped in both shock and horror! "Call it...persuasion. Face me heroes. If you dare..." Night Terror disappeared through the portal leaving the Elements of Heroism to contemplate their next move.
"I knew something like this was planned!", Ace cursed as he struck a tree!
"Burst...what are we gonna do?", Inferno asked. Burst took a deep breath, and went to his house. He then began to write to Princess Celestia. Once he finished transcribing the events that had transpired, he sent the letter to her via his magic. "I take it you're getting us some extra backup?" The guys were shocked when they saw the princess land before them.
"You could say that.", Burst said with a nod before turning to Princess Celestia. "Glad you could make it."
"I came as soon as I could.", Celestia said with a nod. "I also came fully equipped." Celestia was decked out in the same outfit she had sparred with Burst in. But what was new was the sword hanging at her hip. It was a katana from the looks of it. "Let's get the girls back home safely." Burst nodded as he, the guys, and Celestia stepped through the portal to Night Terror's fortress for their final battle.

	
		Episode 25: End the Reign of Terror!



"This is it guys.", Burst said as he, the other Elements of Heroism, and Princess Celestia gazed at the portal the the Nightmare Forces' fortress. "If any of you wanna turn back now, go ahead. None of us are going to hold it against you, and nobody's forcing you to go." 
Inferno chuckled. "You kidding? The girls need us! No way we're backing out now!"
"And all of Equestria needs us.", Princess Celestia noted. "I'm not leaving until Twilight and her friends are safe once more."
Burst took a deep breath. "Then let's put an end to Night Terror's reign." The group headed through the portal and prepared for what was sure to be a battle that would hang the fate of Equestria in the balance. On the other side of the portal, the Mane 6 were just waking up to a most unpleasant sight.
"Ah. Good of you to rejoin the world of the living.", Night Terror said with a smirk. "Welcome to my domain Elements of Harmony. I have a matter of business to contend with you. As well as those fools who stood in my way."
"So you're the one who's been behind all the attacks on Burst and the guys!", Twilight said with a glare.
"Correct. I am Lord Night Terror. And as to why I have targeted you all, you robbed me of my prospective queen. Nightmare Moon.", Night Terror said coldly. "I was made with the sole purpose of being her king, and ruling over her kingdom of fear and eternal night. But then...YOU six reawakened the Elements of Harmony. And that accursed male avatar got involved in this affair as well! But out of all of you, I hate him most of all."
"What did Burst do to tick you off?!", Rainbow Dash spat.
Night Terror glared at the Mane 6. "He had the gaul to speak so plainly to Nightmare Moon!", Night Terror yelled! "And worse, the audacity to try and return her to that weak, pathetic excuse for a princess! So in order to honor Nightmare, I shall eliminate all those who were involved with her destruction!"
"So you're going to destroy us?", Twilight asked.
Night Terror shook his head. "No. Were I to destroy you, the Elements of Harmony would simply transfer to a new set of bearers. And with my luck, that would be that group of young men who have interfered with my plans as of late. The Elements of Heroism. So, I intend to eternally imprison you in this barrier. For as long as I stand, so does this prison."
Applejack glared at Night Terror. "Ah reckon it won't be standin' fer long when the guys come fer us!"
Night Terror blinked before letting out a dark chuckle. "Believe me my dear. I'm counting on your friends to show up. I shall show you all true terror by eliminating each one of them before your very eyes." Night Terror relished the looks of fear and dread in the eyes of the Mane 6. "Now that I've taken you, all I need do is wait for those fools to come my way." Night Terror sat upon his throne with a smirk and awaited the Elements of Heroism to come storming in. At the same time, Burst and his group had just made it to the front gate of the fortress. The gate slowly opened, and they went in.
Steel eyed the area cautiously. "Hmmm. I thought for sure we'd be facing heavier resistance since we're in enemy territory."
"Sorry to disappoint you all. But Night Terror wasted all his remaining minions in that distraction earlier.", Ice answered. "Now all that's left is to take him down, and get Twilight and the other girls back home."
"He's just one guy, but he's pretty powerful.", Ace noted. "Especially since he held command over the Nightmare Forces."
"Your caution is well warranted.", Princess Celestia said with a sage nod. "Nightmare creatures are known for their fearsome power. And with what Burst's told me of your previous encounters, they live up to their namesake."
"We've got you on our side princess!", Inferno said with a grin. "Combined with our strength, Night Terror's butt is ours!"
Celestia giggled. "It's nice to see you keep the mood light in dark times Inferno."
"He's not making light.", Burst said with a serious look in his eyes. "We WILL defeat Night Terror. And we WILL get Twilight and the other girls back to Ponyvill safely." Burst then looked to his group. "I know it's not been very long, but I enjoyed meeting all of you." The group soon arrived at the doors to Night Terror's throne room. "Remember. We're together in this fight. Are you ready?" Everyone nodded. Burst smiled. "Then let's go!" Burst kicked down the door and marched into the throne room with the others close behind him. Night Terror smirked at seeing them all venture into his lair.
"I see you're lacking in manners.", Night Terror joked. He then noticed Celestia in the group. "Ah! It appears the sun princess has graced my realm with her radiance!" Night Terror's voice was dripping with sarcasm. "Forgive me. But I prefer more dreary scenery."
"Cut the cartoon-villain banter.", Burst snapped. "We're willing to walk away peacefully if you give us back Twilight and the girls and you surrender." Burst's eyes held both threat and promise as he stared down Night Terror. Night Terror scowled at Burst's proposition.
"You DARE speak to me with the same audacity you had with Nightmare Moon?! My promised queen?!", Night Terror yelled!
Burst smirked. "Promised? I don't think so pal. She flirted with me during our fight. Even tried to get me to join her." Night Terror growled at hearing this! "And is this all you've been doing ever since you were created? C'mon man! Don't you have any hobbies?"
"I do now...", Night Terror hissed as he charged up a blast of dark magic. "DESTROYING YOU!" Night Terror launched the blast at Burst, but Burst sent it flying with a swing of his sword!
"Let's rock!" Burst and the others readied their weapons, and charged at Night Terror! Night Terror scowled as he fired blast after blast of dark magic at them! But Burst, Inferno, and Ace sent the blasts flying away with their blades! Night Terror drew his sword, and dashed over To Burst and his friends! Leaping into the air, and forcing them to scatter! Ice was the first one to charge at Night Terror! Ice swung his claymore at Night Terror, but Night Terror blocked it with his own sword! The two locked blades and glared at each other.
"So. You choose to stand with weaklings.", Night Terror said coldly.
Ice glared defiantly at Night Terror! "We 'weaklings' are stronger than you think!", Ice spat! "Especially since we fight for the people we care about!" Ice broke off the blade lock, and fired a power force shot from his sword at Night Terror! Night Terror smirked, and blocked the blast with his cape! "What?!" Night Terror then slashed the air in front of him, and a wave of dark energy sent Ice flying! Ice recovered in the air, but Night Terror leaped into the air and fired a stream of dark lightning from his hand! Ice wailed in pain as he was held in the shocking grip, and thrown around! 
"ICE!", Ace screamed as he charged at Night Terror! Ace swung with his sword, but Night Terror blocked with his own blade! He then plunged his blade into the ground, and a pillar of dark fire engulfed Ace "AGH!" Ace rolled away to put out the flames!
"Alright. This guys wants to play with fire? Time for him to get burned!", Inferno shouted as he, Burst, Steel, and Tyrannus charged at Night Terror! Night Terror simply frowned, and flung Ice at them before releasing his hold with the lightining! The five landed in a pile on the ground before recovering! Inferno fired off a few shots from his blaster, but Night Terror but up a shield around himself! Inferno frowned and fired a charge shot that broke the barrier! Steel got to his feet, and launched slashes of chaos energy at Night Terror! Night Terror raised his cape to block, but the slashes tore his cape to shreds! Tyrannus rushed up to Night Terror next, and punched him in the gut! He then broke away and started firing off raptor slashes! Meanwhile, Celestia helped Burst to his feet. They took note of how Inferno, Steel, and Ty were handling their fight, and saw Ace and Ice managing to get back up. "Don't let up guys! Keep on him!", Inferno called out to Steel and Tyrannus as they continued their attacks and their advance on Night Terror! Inferno shot a charged blast from his blaster that struck Night Terror in the side! Ice had recovered, and fired a power force shot from his claymore that struck Night Terror's back! Ace shot out a magic projectile from his sword that struck Night Terror in the arm! While Night Terror was occupied with the others, Steel rushed up and unleashed his omnislash! Reducing Night Terror's upper armor to little more than scraps! Burst and Celestia took this as a sign to end the fight now, and charged forth! But Night Terror wasn't finished yet.
"ENOUGH...." Night Terror disappeared in a flash of darkness! The room was left with a chill in the air. Then out of nowhere, Night Terror appearedout of a tear in space and slashed at Ice! The others put their guard up in a protective circle! Each one had their weapons at the ready. Tyrannus noticed a slight ripple in space, and fired a raptor slash! But it was a trick! Night Terror teleported inside the circle, and slashed at Tyrannus's back! Tyrannus joined Ice in falling to the ground! Twilight and the girls watched in horror as Night Terror continued his relentless teleporting assault! Night Terror came at Burst's group from all sides! Left, right, top, in front,and behind! There was almost no opening he couldn't exploit! And the ferocity of his attacks combined with their speed and power proved too much! Ace was knocked to the ground after being repeatedly hammered at by Night Terror! Steel used his shield's power to put up a barrier! Hoping to at least stall Night Terror for a few moments to buy his friends the time they needed to recover! But all this did was paint a bullseye on him! Night Terror began to target Steel repeatedly, and feigned attacking Burst, Inferno, or Celestia in order to divert attention! 
Steel's barrier cracked in almost no time due to Night Terror's tactics! With his shield still raised, Steel found himself getting hammered to the ground with Night Terror's attacks putting great strain on his defense! Steel fell to his knees before collapsing from exhaustion! Only Burst, Inferno, and Celestia were left standing. Each of them stood on-edge. Waiting for when Night Terror would slip in next. "Well, well. It looks like you are the last three standing.", Night Terror mocked from the space around them. "Though soon..." Night Terror leaped out of a rift, and tried to slash at Inferno! "That will be rectified!" Inferno noticed Night Terror out of the corner of his eye, and blocked just in time! Inferno unholstered his blaster, but Night Terror kicked it out of Inferno's hand! "Pitiful." Night Terror used his magic to force Inferno to the ground! But just when he was about to strike, something slashed at his chest! Night Terror roared in pain! "GRAAUUGH!" Night Terror looked to his wound, and saw that part of his chest was eaten away! He then looked to his right, and saw Celestia crouching with her sword drawn. A katana with a blade of light magic. Night Terror ceased his magic, and Inferno fell to the floor exhausted. "Well isn't this a twist? The princess coming in to save the day. It makes no differen-GAGH!" Night Terror staggered as he was struck from behind by blaster fire! Night Terror looked behind him, and saw the muzzle of one of Burst's blasters smoking! "YOU....." Night Terror was about to charge at Burst, but Burst dashed at him with his blade! Striking him across the side! "AUGH!" Night Terror gripped his side to see black essence leaking out! Burst stood next to Celestia, handed her one of his blasters, and smiled.
"Let's rock baby." Burst and Celestia charged at Night Terror! Striking with blaster fire as they advanced, and with their swords when the got close enough! Their combined strength soon overwhelmed Night Terror, and he fell to his knees with an anguished look upon his face. "Ready to finish this princess?"
Celestia nodded. "I take it you've got a finishing line?" Burst smiled as both he and Celestia charged up their blasters, and also added their magic to the mix before aiming at Night Terror.
"JACKPOT.", the two said in unison as a blast of golden and blue energy shot out of their combined firing! The blast completely enveloped Night Terror! When the light faded, Night Terror lay on the ground unmoving. The barrier around the Mane 6 fell, and they rushed to the other guys as they got to their feet. However, Night Terror's body began to distort as he slowly rose to his feet. Soon, an aura of darkness exploded around Night Terror's body! When the aura faded, a new hideous creature stood. Night Terror's new body had claws on his feet and hands, and torn up wings while his eyes had become cat-like and all of his teeth had become fangs! Night Terror unleashed a wave of darkness that knocked back everyone save for Burst! Burst readied his sword, but Night Terror knocked Burst away causing Burst to drop his sword! As Burst struggled to get to his feet, Night Terror picked up Burst's sword.
"Since you and this blade have given me so much trouble....", Night Terror menaced as he raised Burst's sword. "...It's only fitting that I cut you down with it!" Everyone watched in horror as Night Terror brought the blade down! But to everyone, including Night Terror's shock, the blade didn't cut through Burst's skin! "WHAT?!" Night Terror furiously swung at Burst as he stood, but the blade would not cut! "What is the meaning of this?!" Celestia smiled knowingly.
"You're as foolish as you are hideous.", Celestia said with a smirk. "Starswirl enchanted the Duelist Arms so that they could not harm good souls! No matter how hard you slash, no harm will come to Burst!"
Night Terror's face twisted into an expression as he glared at Burst standing before him. "If you cannot be cut down by your own weapon, I shall eternally torment you with my fists! Your cries of pain will eternally ring through these halls!"
"No.", Burst said with a calm look on his face as he got into a stance. "This fight's gonna end in one punch." Burst closed his eyes, and focused his energy into his fist. Twilight looked on in awe! This was the same move that had Sent Nightmare Moon flying! But this time, Burst seemed to be charging it up fully! Night Terror's anger burst forth, and he bellowed as he charged at Burst with his fists clenched and ready to punch him! Burst's fist was glowing blue as a sphere of light surrounded it and lightning crackled around the sphere! Burst snapped his eyes open, and punched Night Terror square in the stomach! "WHITE LIGHTNING OVERDRIVE!" The energy packed in the punch was unleashed in a destructive burst of light energy, and flowed through all of Night Terror's body! Night Terror didn't even have time to scream as the energy vaporized him from the inside out! In an explosion of light, there was nothing left of Night Terror! Burst stood with his fist raised in triumph! The others ran to congratulate him, but they decided to make a break for the portal as the entire realm began to fluctuate and fade away! The group made a mad dash for the exit portal, and made out just in time as the entire nightmare realm faded into nothingness! Everyone cheered and hoisted Burst up, but they set him down as Celestia approached him.
"I've got to say. My life's become brighter since you made that promise.", Celestia said with a kind smile.
Burst smiled in return. "You honor me with words like that princess. I-" Burst was cut off when Celestia pulled him into a tight embrace. An embrace that Burst gladly returned.
"Please. Call me Celestia."
"...Will do." Burst then looked to Pinkie. "Pinkie? I think you know what time it is!" And the victory party was underway!

	
		Episode 26: The Best Night Ever



Burst was happily wrapped up in his sheets. But try as he might, they just couldn't match the warmth or closeness of Celestia's embrace. He'd only known her for a short time, but it felt like each moment was a lifetime. Burst finally woke from his dreams and let out a long yawn. A ray of sunlight hit his face, and he smiled. Burst opened the window, and took a deep breath. "You really give it your all for days like this. Don't you Celestia?" Burst took a few moments to enjoy the sun on his face, and the pleasant breeze blowing through. "Yup. Mornings like this are worth waking up for." Burst went back inside, and closed the window. His smile went even wider when he noticed the date. "Looks like I'll get to see Celestia in all her glory once again. And..." A mischievous smile crept onto Burst's face. "I'll get my chance to turn the gala into a full-blown party!" Burst washed himself up, got dressed, and ate breakfast. "Yup! It's gonna be great day!" Burst opened the window, and hovered in the air with his wings before closing it. Burst then took off around Ponyville as he anticipated the coming night! And his thoughts were still on Celestia as he flew around Ponyville. A big smile was etched onto his face all the while. "WOOOOHOOOO!" Twilight looked out her window to see Burst cheering and just shook her head with a smile. 
Burst took note of how goofy he was acting, but simply shrugged as he soared through the sky. Look at me. Acting like a guy who just got a kiss from the prettiest girl in the world. And I'm loving every second of it! Burst lightly blushed after thinking about the times he's spent with Celestia. And in a way...I kind of have. She's the most beautiful thing I've ever seen. Inside and out. She's always so warm and pleasant, she really loves her subjects and Luna, and that's just her personality. those violet eyes, that smile, how her hair seems to flow with no wind blowing, and that voice... Burst closed his eyes and let out a fond sigh. It's just so...musical. It always sounds so melodic, and comforting. Like everything's going to be alright. Burst soon concluded his flight and landed back home. "I hope I can make her happy tonight like how happy she makes me feel." Burst momentarily froze when he remembered something crucial! "Oh man! I'd better get the guys! I've still got that last ticket to give. Ice might wanna join in on the fun too!" Burst sent out a message for the guys to meet at his place. Once they were all assembled, Burst informed Ice of their plans. "And I've got one extra ticket left. Interested?"
Ice held a contemplative gaze before smirking. "Crashing the party of a bunch of elite snobs? I'm game if you all are."
"Then it's settled!", Burst said with a smile. "Gentlemen. We have hours to prepare. We'd best not disappoint." The guys nodded. "Let's rock the dragon!" Burst pumped his fist into the air, but was confused at the looks the guys were giving him. "...What?"
"Dude. That is SO going to be your catchphrase!", Inferno said with a grin. "See you when it's time!" And with that, the rest of the guys set off to get their outfits ready. Burst put on a casual shirt under his coat this time around. Normally he didn't wear anything under it, but he figured he should dress up a little bit. 
"It could be worse. I could be stuck in one of those tight suits that don't let me bust a move.", Burst thought out loud as he put his coat back on. "Plus, this shirt does go well with my outfit." The shirt was platinum in color, and was button-up. Burst wore it untucked. "Don't want it constricting me at my waist." Hours passed, and it was now sundown. Burst met with the guys to check out their outfits. Inferno was wearing a coat Rarity had made for him. It was modeled after Burst's but with short sleeves and it was red. Steel's outfit consisted of his casual clothes. Ace simply wore a dress shirt under his jacket and his Critias Scarf Duelist Arm since it could double as clothing. Ice's outfit consisted of his casual clothes, and Tyrannus's look was made up of intact jeans, and a light grey dress shirt with an unbuttoned vest over it. "Looking sharp guys.", Burst said with a smile. "I wonder how the girls are gonna look in their dresses?" They didn't have to wait long for an answer as the girls approached them. Each of them smiled as they saw their outfits.
"You look like a princess with your dress Rarity.", Inferno said with a grin.
Rarity lightly blushed. "Why, thank you darling. I must say. Despite you casual choice in outfit, that coat makes you look quite dashing."
Tyrannus smiled as he saw Fluttershy's dress. "You look like you're a maiden of the forest." Fluttershy blushed intensely at hearing this.
Steel looked Rainbow Dash's outfit over, and gave her a thumbs-up. "Lookin' fierce Dash. Can't wait to see you movin' out there!" Rainbow Dash smirked as she basked in the compliment.
"So..how are you guys getting to Canterlot?", Twilight asked.
Burst smiled. "Those of us with wings are flying. Ty? You don't mind keeping Fluttershy and the girls company do you?"
Tyrannus shrugged. "I wouldn't mind taking the scenic route." He then smiled at Fluttershy. "So yeah. No problem. Besides. I'm sure Spike wouldn't mind another guy to talk to." 
"Great! See ya there! Let's fly!" Burst, Inferno, Steel, Ace, and Ice took to the air while the girls went to their carriage. They arrived at roughly the same time, and saw a huge crowd at the gates of Canterlot Castle. Burst and the guys took a deep breath. "So we're all claer on the plan?" The guys nodded, and Burst smiled as he cracked his knuckles. Spike joined the guys and leaped onto Burst shoulder. "Gentlemen. Let's party." At the same time, the girls were freaking out about just being here. Both groups ventured to the gates, and presented their tickets to the guards. Soon enough, they were inside. Lo and behold, the first sight that caught Burst's eye was Celestia. Spike noticed the look in Burst's eyes, and hopped off his shoulder. "Pleasure to see you again sunshine.", Burst said with a smile as he bowed.
"I'm glad you and your friends could make it Burst.", Celestia said with a warm smile. She then noticed Twilight running up to her. "Twilight! It's so lovely to see my star student."
"I'm so excited to be here! There's so much we need to catch up on!", Twilight said with a big smile.
"Well, I want you by my side the entire night." Celestia was surprised to see Twilight literally rush to her side.
"Oh, that's just what I was hoping you'd say!" As Twilight stayed with Celestia, Burst stood against the wall pretending to listen to music. Waiting for his time. Meanwhile, Inferno tailed Rarity as she pursued Prince Blueblood. Making sure that if things got bad, he'd be able to jump in. At the same time, Ace and Ice chatted with Spike over by the punch bowl. Lip reading the mouths of the more refined gala guests and laughing their heads off at the snobby accents they tried to pull off. Steel meanwhile gathered some of his buddies fromt he elite guards to section off the musicians while Pinkie set up her party gear. Fluttershy and Tyrannus in the meantime took a stroll through the gardens. Fluttershy was watching the rare animals that called the gardens home in awe!
"Oh my! A meadow lark!" Fluttershy chased after the bird, and Tyrannus followed suit. However, Fluttershy's approach seemed to drive away the animals. Tyrannus then put a hand on her shoulder as he noticed a clearing.
"Let me show you something I learned." Tyrannus walked over to the clearing with Fluttershy in tow, and sat down completely still. "If an animal won't let you come to them, let them come to you." Tyrannus motioned for Fluttershy to sit down. "Close your eyes, and just breathe. Let the silence speak for you." Fluttershy followed Tyrannus' lead, and sure enough the same bird she had pursued landed on her! Fluttershy slowly opened her eyes as more and more animals came out to her and Tyrannus. "Sometimes the best way to move is by staying still.", Tyrannus said with a smile. Fluttershy smiled in kind at Tyrannus before looking to the night sky.
"It sure is beautiful tonight.", Fluttershy said with a dreamy smile.
"Not as much as you are...", Tyrannus said with a light blush. Fluttershy's eyes widened at hearing this! "Wh-what I mean is..." Fluttershy leaned into Tyrannus, and put a finger to his mouth. She then craned her neck, and shared a kiss with him. Tyrannus happily returned the kiss and soon broke contact.
"I'm sure that said everything it needed to Ty.", Fluttershy said with a loving smile as she nuzzled Tyrannus. Tyrannus smiled in return, and wrapped his arms around her as they resumed their stroll. "My gentle giant." Burst in the meantime got bored of watching Celestia and Twilight having to greet guest after guest, and decided to take a walk outside. He noticed Applejack had sold her first pie out of all the treats she had prepared.
"Hey Aj! Looks like you just got your first bits for the night.", Burst said with a smile.
Applejack grinned. "Darn right! Here's hoping that the rest of the guests get a craving."
Burst surveyed the crowd, and frowned. "I hate to break it to you Applejack, but the people around here are all used to fancy stuff. I should know. I grew up in Canterlot." Then a lightbulb went off in his head. "But...I think I know a way to drum you up some business. First? We need to alter your stand." Burst snuck away, and came back with a marker pen, and a pristine white table cloth. "Care to lend me a hand with the heavy lifting?" Applejack nodded as she set to work removing the treats she'd brought while Burst draped the cloth over her cart, and wrote with teh marker pen. He made sure to write in an elegant font, and the people around the area were intrigued by what was transpiring. Burst noticed the crowd, and smiled. "Greetings everyone. We've come here to display a fine array of refreshments for you tonight. Please don't be shy to leave bits for each item you wish to sample. Enjoy!" And with that, Applejack's stand was booming! She nearly had to get another bucket for all the bits! Burst smiled as he saw the display. Imagine the looks when they find out they're eating the food of commoners! That'll teach the snobs! Burst then heard Applejack announce where she was from, and the entire crowds' jaws dropped! They then kept pouring bits for how good the treats were. Burst chuckled to himself as he went to find Steel and Pinkie. "Mission accomplished."
Steel in the meantime, was satisfied that his guard comrades were covering Pinkie and went to look for Rainbow Dash. He found her saving a pie that a Wonderbolt had dropped, and flew over to her. "You think those moves are good? You should see her when she's really cutting loose with her speed.", Steel said with a grin. "I don't think I've seen anyone move as fast as Rainbow Dash! Usually I'm the one who can barely keep up with her."
Rainbow Dash grinned. "Well, well. Didn't expect the captain of the Elite Guard to endorse me so easily."
"Well you're an Element of Harmony. I'd say that puts you above me a little.", Steel said with a smirk.
Spitfire smiled in return. "Well I didn't expect to meet VIPs I'd actually get to like. Wanna hang?" Steel shrugged while Rainbow Dash nodded enthusiastically. Meanwhile, Steel's guard buddies were making sure that Pinkie's preparations were carried out with no interruptions. However, they hadn't expected Pinkie to get distracted by the atmosphere. It took all they had to keep her focused.
"Are we sure this is worth it man?", a female elite guard asked.
"Heh! You kidding? I can't wait to see the faces of these uptight rich folks when the music is blaring!", her male comrade answered. "Besides. This is the least we can do for Captain Edge since he's come back for tonight." Both guards smiled and continued to monitor Pinkie as she worked. Burst had just arrived, and the guards let him through.
"Hey Pinkie! Can I talk to you for a sec?", Burst asked.
Pinkie nodded. "Uh huh! What is it Burst?" 
Burst leaned in. "Well, there's a song me and the guys are gonna perform. It's..." Burst whispered into Pinkie's ear, and she gasped in excitement. "I'm guessing that's a good choice?" Pinkie nodded. "Okay. Here's the time we're gonna perform it." Burst whispered the time into Pinkie's ear. "Think you can have the minus track ready to go by them?" Pinkie nodded excitedly! "Great! Until then, I'm off to watch Celestia and Twilight." Burst went off and returned to the main hall where Celestia and Twilight were greeting guests. "Soon." Inferno in the meantime was tailing Rarity. Rarity had just encountered Blueblood, and was almost hooked on him. Inferno frowned at the spoiled brat of a prince as he showed his vanity with a hair toss.
Creeps like that make me burn up inside., Inferno thought to himself. That creep snatched that rose for himself! Inferno clenched his fist, but soon released it. No. It's not THAT bad. Yet. Better keep tailing Rarity. Make sure a creep like him doesn't mistreat her. And so, Inferno continued to silently tail Rarity as she walked with Blueblood. Back inside, Steel and Rainbow Dash were separated from the Wonderbolts by the huge crowd of people! Rainbow kept jumping to try and get the Wonderbolts in view!
"Man, this isn't hanging out!", Rainbow Dash pouted. Steel took note of her mood, and put a hand on her shoulder.
"Then let's not waste any time. C'mon!" Steel took Rainbow Dash by the hand, and led her to the main dance floor where Pinkie was almost done setting up her party device. "Hey Pinkie! Is it ready?" Pinkie nodded.
"Yup! Just give the word!"
Steel smirked. "Punch it." And the party music started blaring from speakers that popped out of the floor! Steel and his guard buddies then began moving to the music, and Rainbow Dash got pulled in by Steel! "Having fun now?" Rainbow Dash smiled as she and Steel danced! The more refined guests were disgusted at the music, and tried to get the speakers turned off. However to their dismay, more elite guards joined in on the dance party! 
"I'm having the time of my life!", Rainbow Dash screamed as she kissed Steel with all she had! Steel blushed a little before he and Rainbow rocked their bodies to the music! "Now THIS is hanging out!" Back at the main hall, Burst noticed Twilight's despairing expression and how many times Celestia was cut off from speaking to her.
Now!, Burst thought to himself as he moved. "Excuse me sirs and madams. But I must borrow these two for a bit." Burst activated his magic and levitated a sign that told the princess would be absent. He then directed the guests with his wings. "If you move to the right, you'll find the gala is going along quite well! Now off you go. Please enjoy." Burst pulled Celestia away with Twilight following to the dance floor.
"Thank you.", Celestia said with a sigh of relief. "You don't know how awful this gala can get." Twilight was a little shocked to hear that her mentor disliked the gala, but she remembered what they had endured for the last few minutes.
"Oh I know princess. My dad told me about it." Burst then smiled. "Which is why me and my friends have made...improvements for this year."
Twilight was confused. "Burst? What're you talking about?"
Burst smiled mischievously. "You're about to find out!" Burst led them to the dance floor where the guests had finally seemed to accept the choice of party music, but things were quiet for the moment. Steel and Rainbow Dash were over by the punch bowl with Spike, Ace, and Ice as they chatted about how their night was going. Tyrannus then walked in with Fluttershy. The two waved goodby to the critters they'd met, and joined the others. "Twilight? I think you'll plenty of time to catch up with Celestia now. I'll be back soon!" Burst gathered the guys. "Okay everyone. So far, the plan's working out perfectly! Inferno's still tailing Rarity and Blueblood, so he's still got a window of time. Did you guys learn the song lyrics?" Ace, Steel, and Tyrannus nodded. "Good." Burst then grabbed a cup, and scooped up some punch. "Looks like this is shaping up to be a real best night ever after all." Pinkie was humming happily over by the DJ equipment, and Burst noticed Applejack carrying a hefty sack of bits while whistling. "Yes. This night's going to be awesome indeed." Meanwhile, Inferno was still tailing Blueblood and was taking note of the prince's less-than-charming behavior. 
First he picks the rose for himself, now he sets the cushion only for his flank! Doesn't this punk know how to treat a girl!?!, Inferno internally screamed! Inferno continued his monitoring as he followed the two back inside, and he scowled when he saw Blueblood have Rarity open the door for him! Shouldn't that be the other way around? Inferno then noticed Blueblood stop Rarity when they reached a puddle. Huh looks like he DOES have some bit of decen- Inferno's face froze when he saw Blueblood trying to have Rarity use her dress to mop up the puddle. While he looked calm on the outside, Infernos mind was another story. He. Is. DEAD. Inferno marched over to Blueblood, and tapped him on the shoulder. "Excuse me? Could I offer you some punch?" Blueblood had a smug grin on his face.
"That would b-" 
"SHORYUKEN!", Inferno yelled as he executed an uppercut that launched him into the air and knocked Blueblood to the ground! Blueblood landed on his back unconscious, and Inferno snatched the rose from his tuxedo. He then turned to Rarity who was watching with her hands over her heart. "Hold still please..." Inferno then put the rose into Rarity's dress. "It looks better on you." Inferno then looked to Blueblood in disgust. "And punks like him are considered 'gentlemen.' As if!" He then carried Rarity bridal style while he flew over the puddle, and set her down. "You alright?"
Rarity nodded. "Inferno...why would you do that for me darling?"
"Because....I treasure you Rarity. You've got inner beauty like no one else. So the only way I could ever repay you, is to treat you as well as you've treated me.", Inferno said as his face flushed red. "I hate seeing a beautiful thing getting treated ugly." Rarity's heart was pouring with adoration at this moment as she took Inferno's hand.
"You know? Princes are overrated.", Rarity said with a loving smile. "Dragons really know how to treasure a gem."
Inferno smiled. "Then let me show you how much I treasure you." Inferno followed Rarity to the dance floor, and they began to dance. Burst noticed Inferno and Rarity, and Steel decided that they had the right idea as he took Rainbow Dash by the hand and led her to the dance floor. Burst then approached Celestia, and offered her his hand.
"Might I have this dance?", Burst asked with a smile
Celestia smiled in return. "It would be my pleasure." Pinkie noticed the couples getting together, and put on just the song for the dance.
Song used for this dance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0xbO5LAnjc
As the couples danced, they held each other close. Rarity rested her head against Inferno's chest as she held tightly onto his hands. "I must say darling. You've really lived up to your Element of Potential.", Rarity said with a dreamy look in her eyes.
"Really? Why's that?", Inferno asked.
Rarity leaned her face closer to Inferno's. "Because I see the potential of where we can go from here..." Rarity then closed the distance with a passionate kiss! Inferno all too happily returned the kiss as he and Rarity moved. As Burst and Celestia danced, Burst couldn't help but notice how happy all of his friends were. Tyrannus and Fluttershy were dancing with Fluttershy nuzzling Tyrannus. Applejack was happily sitting on her sack of bits. Ace and Ice were watching and waiting for when the signal would be given, and Twilight was dancing with Spike.  Burst was then surprised as Celestia leaned into his ear and whispered to him.
"Thank you.", Celestia said with a smile.
"For what?"
"You and your friends really spiced things up this time around. It's the most fun gala I've had in years!"
Burst smiled as he and Celestia danced. Almost the entire room had their eyes on them! "It's about to get even better Celestia." Burst snapped his fingers, and the music stopped. He then gathered Inferno, Steel, Tyrannus, and Ace. The five of them took the stage and each held a microphone. Pinkie then put on a new track, and the guys began to sing.
Burst
Inferno
Steel
Tyrannus
Ace
All

I'm so sick and tired of all these people about
What's the deal with this pop life and when's it gonna fade out
The thing you got to realize what we're doing is not a trend
We got the gift of melody. We gonna bring it to the end
Come on

It doesn't matter
'Bout the car I drive, or what I wear around my neck
All that matters
Is that you recognize that it's just about respect
It doesn't matter
About the clothes I wear, and where I go and why
All that matters
Is that you get hyped and we'll do it to you every time

Do you ever wonder why
This music gets you high?
It takes you on a ride
Feel it when your body starts to rock
Baby you can't stop
And the music's all you got
Come on now
This must be, pop

Dirty pop
Baby you can't stop
I know you like this dirty pop

Now, why you wanna try and classify the type of thing that we do
'Cause we're just fine doin' what we like can we say the same for you?
Tired of feelin' all around me animosity
Just worry about yours 'cause I'ma get mine now people can't you see

It doesn't matter
'Bout the car I drive or the ice around my neck
All that matters
Is that you recognize that it's just about respect
It doesn't matter
About the clothes I wear and where I go and why
All that matters
Is that you get hyped and we'll give it to you every time

Do you ever wonder why
This music gets you high?
It takes you on a ride
Feel it when your body starts to rock
Baby you can't stop
And the music's all you got
Baby comeon
This must be, pop
Burst took a break from singing and busted a few moves on stage while the guys gave him room. Celestia watched, and smiled as she rocked her body to the beat of the music. Burst's demonstration soon ended, and he rejoined the others for the final portion of the song.

Do you ever wonder why
This music gets you high?
It takes you on a ride
Feel it when your body starts to rock
Baby you can't stop
And the music's all you got
Baby comeon
This must be

Do you ever wonder why (Ever wonder why)
This music gets you high? (Music get you high)
It takes you on a ride
Feel it when your body starts to rock (When your body starts to rock
Baby you can't stop
And the music's all you got
This must be, pop.
Burst and the guys bowed as the younger gala guests cheered. They spent time with their friends, and soon enough people began to clear out. Burst was enjoying a glass of punch when Celestia came up to him. "One heck of a show, right?"
"Indeed.", Celestia said with a smile. "Burst? Could I talk to you for a bit?" Burst nodded, and Celestia led him to a balcony. Burst's friends noticed this, and followed keeping out of sight. "It's a lovely night isn't it?"
"It sure is.", Burst said with a smile as he looked at the stars. "I'm just glad they match how good this night was." Celestia looked to Burst, and giggled. "Is something on my face?"
Celestia shook her head. "No. It's just...you've given me more than any suitor has in my entire lifetime, and you've done it in such a short period." Celestia inched closer to Burst. "From the bottom of my heart, I'm truly thankfully you've come along. It's a shame you're still single."
"Actually...", Burst said with a light blush. "There IS a girl I have my eye on..."
"Oh? What's she like?"
Burst scratched his head. "Well...she's incredibly beautiful, and extremely kind. She cares about everyone deeply, and always looks so bright and cheerful. In terms of her looks...I really can't do her any justice. Her smile, her voice...every part of her drives me crazy!" Burst was then surprised when Celestia put her hand on his.
"And to think it all started with a simple promise.", Celestia said with a loving smile. Burst wanted to pull away, but found himself rooted by his heart and legs. Celestia then cupped Burst's face with her hands, and leaned close as she wrapped her wings around him. "Did you think I wouldn't pick up on it?"
Burst's face was almost flushed red now! "I...actually hoped you would. We've only spent so much time together, but it feels like so long. And when I'm close to you like this...I just don't wanna let go..." Burst then looked Celestia right in her lovely violet eyes. "I...I love you Celestia. So if you'd have me..." Burst was silenced as Celestia put a finger to his lips.
"You don't even have to ask.", Celestia said with a loving smile. "I feel the same about you."
Burst craned his neck,and Celestia lowered hers as the two shared a kiss that felt electric through their bodies! Both of them having a sense that this was where they belonged. Burst wrapped his arms and wings around Celestia's waist while she draped her arms over his back. When they broke contact, Burst felt alive. "That...was my first kiss..." Celestia smiled as she caressed the side of Burst's face.
"Would you like another?", she asked with a playful smile. Burst simply smiled as their lips met once again. Reluctantly, Burst and Celestia let go of each other. "We should spend more time together."
"Well you know how to reach me.", Burst said with a loving smile. "I'm just a teleport away. Message me when you're free. But until the, good night Celestia." The two shared one last kiss before parting ways. 
"Good night Burst.", Celestia said with a fond smile as she watched Burst and his friends leave the gala.
As Burst went to sleep that night, he smiled. "Best. Night. Ever." And he fell into a happy slumber.

	