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		Chapter 1: The Visitor



	Chapter 1: The Visitor
For centuries, Princess Celestia had been the great and respected leader of Equestria. Ruling with the up most supremacy. A gallant leader that everypony loved. She brought nourishment, harmony, and the morning sun all across the land. 
But throughout the years, there have been adversaries with a view for the throne. Ruthless enemies that cared less of what any other pony felt. It was about looking out for number 1, and their world. Enemies with powerful magic that could shake the Earth and egos that seemed to tower the mountains. Although somewhere in those scheming minds and cold hearts, lied their fatal weaknesses that crushed their plans to take control. Flaws that Celestia took advantage of to defeat her foes. This and many more reasons are why the Princess was honored the way she was, especially on days as festive as the one soon approaching. 
In the small town of Ponyville, the residents prepared for the birthday of their beloved Princess. This also happened to be the day of her official coronation hundreds of years ago, and would be celebrated in one weeks time at the Celestia's palace in the Equestrian capital of Canterlot City. Everypony in Ponyville, and even some from other rural communities, ordered their formal ensemble from Carousel Boutique which gave Rarity a great boost for her business. The catering was mainly organized by the Apple family as well as the Cakes and Pinkie Pie from Sugar Cube Corner. 
Meanwhile Fluttershy was also hard at work, preparing her famed bird choir to serenade the Princess next week. Rainbow Dash and the other Pegasus ponies were informed to keep all skies cleared as well as to spread the word to the surrounding communities of her Majesty's grand celebration. 
Then finally there was Twilight Sparkle. The faithful student of Celestia who was made head honcho of the party planning, which resulted in her to become profoundly stressed more than ever before. Even though it was still a week away, and even though she had a lot done, she still insisted that everypony never halt and be ahead of the schedule as much as possible. But for her that would be impossible. Most times her personal assistant Spike would find himself telling her to sit down and take it easy for a while. But she wouldn't stop until everything was absolutely perfect. 
After a long morning of running around and constant bickering, Spike finally convinced Twilight to take at least today  off to spend it at the spa. Twilight figured it would be boring to go alone, "Hmm...I think going by myself wouldn't very interesting, although I could go over the party plans while I'm there." The purple pony said as she lifted the checklist with her magical horn.
"Twilight!" Spike exclaimed as he yanked it away.
"You said you'd take the day off. That means NO work...You gotta admit Twi. You have been overworking lately."
Twilight yawned and willingly agreed, "Yeah I suppose your right, after all it's still a week away right?"
She chuckled nervously, "I guess it wouldn't hurt to ask Rarity if she wanted to go too. She's probably worked out as well. Plus I don't think she'd say no to a well needed afternoon of grooming and relaxation."
Spike assured, "Don't worry Twilight, I'll fill in for you if I need to. I want you to be completely relaxed and relieved."
"Aww Thanks Spike." Twilight smiled warmly.
"Plus your giving ME a headache with your complaining!" he exclaimed.
"...Well I still thought the banner was too lop-sided." Twilight added.
"You have a week Twilight! A weeks not going to go that fast. Especially the way your stressing me out. It feels like you take forever making up your mind." Spike explained with his hand on his forehead.
Twilight stuck her head up proudly, "What? I just want it to be perfect. This is one of my most important assignments. No, this is THE most important assignment and I don't want to fail the Princess."
The purple pony headed for the door, "I'm going to see if Rarity wants to go with me to the spa. I'll be back later."
Spike waved, "See you Twi!"
Twilight Sparkle exited the library and began to make her way down to Carousel Boutique where hopefully she would find Rarity taking a break. 
-----
As she was passing the town square, she had noticed a pony whom she hadn't seen before. She raised her hoof to her forehead to get the sun out of her eyes. She seen that it was a stallion. An Earth pony who trotted down the road looking attentively at his gadget on his front hoof. It looked like a watch. He was a tall, brown steed, with a medium length, snow white mane, and an average length white tail. He wore a saddlebag over his flank so his cutie-mark was unable to be seen. Twilight figured he was nothing but a tourist who came to town early before the big crowds came in. She decided to move on. When she later arrived at Carousel Boutique, she was pleased to find that the long line of customers that had previously been there had disappeared at last. Twilight opened the door and called out to her, "Rarity are you here? It's Twilight!" she hollered.
She trotted by Rarity's room and found her relaxed on the bed, reading her newest edition of the Canterlot Weekly (A high class magazine Rarity liked to Ahhh and Oooo over), "Ahh There you are." Twilight said happily.
Rarity glanced over startled, "Oh Hello Twilight, I didn't see you there. Can I help you?"
Twilight laughed, "Oh Rarity you look like you could use a good break. I was just wondering if you wanted to go to the Spa with me. Spike kinda kicked me out to go enjoy myself, but I thought going alone wouldn't be very fun. Whattaya say?"
Rarity jumped up with excitement and immediately agreed, "Oh Absolutely! I would love to take the rest of this day to get the well needed care my poor hooves need from being on them all morning."
Twilight chuckled, "I knew you wouldn't resist. Come on lets go."
Rarity pondered, "Do you think we could quickly drop off a suit to a client. I mean I might as well since it's on the way over there."
"Sure why not." Twilight shrugged.
Rarity grabbed the elegant, decorated box with her clients suit within, and they both happily trotted out the door. Along their way to the Spa, they talked about their preparations, "So Twilight, how are you coming along with your speech for the Princess?" Rarity asked.
Twilight sighed with relief, "Finally finished it last night, Now I'm just trying to get everypony organized for the party. I've arranged a press conference tomorrow at the town square."
"Well if anypony knows how to organize, it's you!" Rarity complemented.
Twilight blushed, "Thanks Rarity, I feel much better already. Spike has been bugging me the last few days to get out of the library and enjoy myself so I guess one day couldn't hurt. Although It's straight back to work tomorrow."
"As am I. Applejack informed me that many of her relatives and the other residents from Appleloosa are coming into town and she said they were looking to get themselves some new attires. Not to be mean or anything but being from a town of such...limited fashion sense, I can't imagine that crowd with the most attractive attire." Rarity stated awkwardly.
"Well they ARE on the very far west end of Equestria. That's a long way from any tailor." Twilight laughed.
She nodded gracefully, "Ah Very true."
They continued to make their way down the road to Rarity's customer and as they passed Sugar Cube Corner, Twilight noticed that the tourist she had seen before in the town square was there again. Rarity noticed him as well, "Who is that? I've never seen him before."
"I think he's just a tourist, probably from a city like Fillydelphia." Said Twilight sounding very mundane and unimpressed.
Rarity on the other hoof was instantly intrigued, "He does look very handsome. Maybe it wouldn't hurt to just acquaint ourselves."
The look in her eyes wasn't hard to read. She found him very appealing. Twilight rolled her eyes, "Come on Rarity, he's just a visitor."
The persistent white mare pushed on, "Oh Don't be silly Twilight Sparkle. You know your becoming more and more like Fluttershy everyday. You gotta know how mingle and socialize like I do...Observe."
Twilight sighed, "Ok but only for a little bit. I wanna get to the Spa."
They approached the dashing colt and Rarity spoke first of course, "Hello there. My name is Ms. Rarity and this is my good friend Twilight Sparkle. We would like to welcome you, our fellow visitor to Ponyville. What may I ask is your name good sir?"
The brown pony was hesitate to respond for a moment but soon eagerly said, "Good afternoon Ms. Rarity, Ms. Sparkle, I'm Mr. Buckingham...Bradshaw Buckingham."
He spoke with a charming country accent and Rarity was impressed, "Oooh Such an elegant name and such a wonderful accent! May I ask where your from?" Rarity questioned as her face told a story of a small filly in a candy store. 
Twilight rolled her eyes again and sighed. Mr. Buckingham grinned, "Thank you kindly and of course. I come from the wonderful metropolis of New Buck City but I'm originally from the southern side as you can probably tell."
Rarity expressed a charmed giggle, "Oh It must be extraordinary! You know we were just on our way down the road, maybe you'd like t--"
Twilight chuckled nervously and cut in, "I'm terribly sorry, but we're running late for an important date. Are you here for Princess Celestia's Birthday Ceremony?"
"Why yes I a--" 	
She interrupted again, "Perfect, then how about you stop by the town square tomorrow around noon? I'm giving a press conference on it tomorrow."	
"I suppose I will Ms. Sparkle. Thank you very much." He smiled dashingly. 
Bradshaw went over to Rarity and held her hoof and gave it a kiss. Rarity blushed, "Oh Mr. Buckingham your such a gentlecolt!" she grinned.
Twilight facehooved. "I'll see you around fillies." Said the brown steed as he trotted away, leaving Rarity completely dazzled and obviously infatuated.
"Come on Rarity were going to be late. You can get so caught up in things sometimes." Twilight laughed.
"I was only being trying to be polite to our guest Twilight. There's nothing wrong with a little conversation." Rarity said as she flicked back her mane.
Twilight shook her head and they both continued down the road to Rarity's client, and the spa, Sparkle hoped. 
-----
They soon arrived at the local clinic of Dr. Whooves. They walked through his office door and Rarity delivered the tailored suit then quickly moved. Afterwards they finally got to the Spa, and of course Rarity asked for her usual which involved a mud bath, manicure, pedicure, massage, face mask, "The Works". Twilight just wanted a stress relieving back massage. All through the session, Rarity kept rambling on about Mr. Buckingham, "Oh wasn't he such a handsome stallion?"
"Oh Rarity you just met him. You don't know anything personal about him except that he's from New Buck City." Twilight corrected.
"I know enough Twilight. I can read ponies like him. He's an absolute gentlecolt. Probably runs his own business in a big city like that. But anywho, I know who I'm asking to the next Gala!." Rarity exclaimed smiling.
Twilight sighed and laughed, "You'll never change, Rarity."
-----
Later that afternoon, she and Twilight went separate way and Twi decided to go down to see how Applejack had been getting along with her apple bucking for the party. She trotted down and came to see that she was still bucking away at her apples (then again she always was). But because of the amount of apple crates that were around her barn, Twilight figured it was for the catering. She approached the busy Applejack, "Hey AJ. Hows it going?"
Applejack halted for a moment and wiped the sweat from her head, "Oh Hay Twilight. I'm doin mighty fine, what are you up to?"
She shrugged and smiled, "Nothing at all. Spike took my clipboard away from me and told me to take the day off. I was with Rarity for most of the day." 
Applejack laughed and panted, "Well yer jus in time Twi. It's about feedin time now. Ya'll come in for a feed."
"Oh I don't want to impose." Twilight grinned shyly.
"No trouble at all. C'mon in sugar cube. Granny Smith made her delicious apple pie." Insisted Applejack.
Twilight chuckled at first but soon gave in, "...Sure I'll have a little bit."
-----
Later in the evening, Applejack told Twilight she'd be accompanying her back into town on account that she had to deliver a crate of apples to the Cakes. On the way, Twilight told AJ of Rarity's interests over the new stallion in town, Buckingham. Applejack cracked up, "Oh Boy howdy, That's Rarity for ya, she sure is the one to take interest quickly. She should think about this first. I remember she wasn't very fond of that Prince Blueblood after the Gala last year."
"She'll never change Applejack. This will all blow over by tomorrow. She'll be too busy designing clothes for your relatives. Speaking of which, when are you expecting the train in?" Twilight asked.
"Probably around 8am...I hope Rarity don't go getting herself into trouble again." AJ said with concern.
"I wouldn't worry about it. Mr. Buckingham's only a tourist after all. This is only a temporary thing." Twilight assured.
After some more of the gossip over Rarity, they soon arrived at Sugar Cube Corner. Applejack tipped her hat and waved her on, "Well this is where we part ways fer now partner."
Twilight nodded and yawned, "Yeah it's been a long day. I better get back to the library and get some sleep. Another busy day ahead tomorrow. So I'll see you at the town square at noon?"
AJ grinned, "Yeah don't worry I'll be there. I might be little late though. Have to get the family settled away and all." She explained.
Twilight smiled back at her, "Oh If your too busy don't worry about it, I'll understand."
Applejack re-assured, "I'll be there Twi, you know I will."
Twilight nodded, "Ok AJ. See you tomorrow!"
They waved back to each other and Twilight headed for home. On her way back she pondered about her jam-packed schedule tomorrow. Then not paying any attention to anything that was in front of her, she bumped into a pony who was trotting down the road. It was Buckingham again.
The southerner got up and extended his hoof out to Twilight, "Oooh My apologizes...Ms. Sparkle, pleasure meetin you again."
Twilight looked up and smiled nervously, "Hello Mr. Buckingham. What are you doing out here in the cold?" 
"Well I was just heading back over to my hotel. Hey, would you like to join me?" The brown steed asked as he helped her up.
Sparkle thought about it, then figured why not, "Sure, it's on my way home anyways."
The two ponies trotted along the way side by side to Bradshaw's hotel and he made conversation with her, "Hey do you think you could give me the rundown on the Princess's ceremony? I ain't sure if I can make tomorrows get together at the town square."
Twilight smiled confidently and nodded, "Of course!"
-----
As they trotted down the road, Twilight gave him the quick skim of the plans, "So first the ceremonies going to be held at the Princess's Palace Lawn in Canterlot. It'll open with my friend Fluttershy's chirping bird choir. My other friends Pinkie Pie and Applejack are handling the catering and remaining party plans. Rarity, who you met today is putting together everypony's suits and dresses...You may want to check with her about that. The Pegesi like my friend Rainbow Dash are going to be keeping the skies clear and finally, the party is going to be next week, Saturday beginning at 11am. There will be a blimp ready to make trips and take guests up to Canterlot two nights before and--" 
Bradshaw cut her off as they approached his hotel, "Thank you very kindly Ms. Twilight, I mean Sparkle. That's all I really needed to know. You take care now. Maybe we'll bang into each other again sometime. Give Ms. Rarity my greetins for me. Good night." 
He trotted off into the building and Twilight rolled her eyes again as he mentioned Rarity but remained courteous and kindly replied, "Your welcome Mr. Buckingham. See you around!"
She yawned again, "Oh My I'm getting tired. Time to go home."
The purple, drowsy pony headed off to the library to go rest up for tomorrow. Going home relaxed as she was going to be. But for Spikes sake, He hoped it would be enough. 
-----
Meanwhile as Bradshaw Buckingham went into his room of the hotel, he locked the door behind him. Then took off his saddlebag and laid it on the bed, exposing his cutie-mark. It was very unusual. It was the letter "R" with a white unicorn horn and a gold star at the pointed end of it. The mark was very unique. He opened the door again to assure nopony was around then he locked the door behind him a second time. He lifted his right hoof with the gadget which still appeared to be a simple watch, towards his mouth. He squinted his eyes and grinned as he then pressed a button on a small device that was attached around his ear. An ominous voice spoke through the other side, "So have you learned everything I wanted to know?"
The sound of the voice was very arrogant and sounded like an English accent. Buckingham replied smiling, "Certainly Sir. Everything you needed to know was told to me by the apparent organizer of the event. A purple, mostly blue maned pony named Twilight Sparkle."
The voice was uninterested with the mentioning of Twilight, "Aaaannnd?"
Bradshaw explained, "The ceremony's gonna be held on Celestia's Palace Lawn in Canterlot City. Next Saturday at 11am. Do you wish for me to attend Ms. Sparkle's speech tomorrow at their town square to see if I can get anything else?"
"I believe it would be beneficial to out conquest Mr. Buckingham." Requested the voice.
"Very well then Sir. I'll make another report tomorrow evening. But I reckon we should begin our plans for such an occasion." He suggested cunningly.
The dashing voice eagerly cut in, "Ah Do not worry my loyal assistant. We are preparing as we speak. I'll make a note of what you just said, and plot our arrangements. Give everything the purple pony says to me tomorrow afternoon. Every detail is crucial."
Bradshaw answered deviously, "I will, not to worry. I'll have it done. Good evening sir."
"As to you." The mysterious voice concluded.
Bradshaw detached his device, then headed off to bed. Somewhere, the pony who had previously spoke with Bradshaw thought to himself. "Now that I have what I mostly needed to know, I will soon be able to go through with our operation. I've waited a long time for this moment and now on such a festive day to celebrate, I will turn it all to pure...terror. Happy birthday Princess Celestia...Happy birthday indeed."


[...To be continued]
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Chapter 2: Back To Work
It was a new day. Twilight Sparkle woke up fully rested. Today she had many things on her schedule she was determined to complete. She glanced over at her clock on the night stand and noticed It was 11:30am, "11:30 AM! I HAVE A SPEECH TO DELIVER IN HALF AN HOUR!" she exclaimed, launching herself out of bed.
The purple pony ran franticly about the library getting herself ready; Collecting her notes, fixing her mane, collecting more notes, and getting Spike to check over her checklist. Not once, not twice, but three times to ensure everything was in order. Spike had been pushed to the brink of exaustion and was ready to have a nervous breakdown but held it together because he knew this was important to his friend. Before heading out the door with Twilight, he took some medication for a migraine Zecora had given him the other day. As Twilight and Spike ran down the street, they could see that there was already a crowd at the town square waiting for her. Twilight slowed down as she approached the crowd in order to make it seem she was keeping her cool and not in a rush. Even after the intense half hour of galloping around, she managed to make it there on time. Her other five companions were also there, waiting for her on stage to address Ponyville. As she was climbing the stairs that lead onto the stage she noticed the white mane of Mr. Buckingham in the front of the crowd. Thinking to herself she began to wonder. "I thought he wasn't going to be able to make it? Hmm...maybe something came up."
Everything was going according to plan and Twilight was relieved. The Mayor stepped up and gave the introduction, "Good afternoon everypony, I hope you're prepared for Princess Celestia's birthday next Saturday. We have six days to prepare and it's going to get very hectic. That is why these six ponies up here with me are going to explain what needs to be done. If you head to the town hall bulletin board, everypony will see a sign up sheet with 4 different categories that everypony could take part in. To sweeten the deal of taking part in helping, everypony will receive an increase in their holiday bonuses from the Princess herself. Now without further adieu, I am going to call on our chief of staff and organizer of the entire festival. Miss Twilight Sparkle!"
Twilight got a pretty hyped reaction from the crowd, making her feel confident and couldn't wait to get going. She firmly spoke out, "Thank you, we have six days prior to our Princess's birthday and there is still a lot that needs to be done."
Applejack and Pinkie Pie stepped forward while Twilight explained, "For our visitors here in town or others who may not know, this is Applejack and Pinkie Pie. These two are in charge of the catering for the party. You'll see on the sign up sheet that there will be sections 1a and 1b. 1a will involve working on Sweet Apple Acres, managed by Applejack and assisted by her brother Big Macintosh. 1b will be the baking and making of the desserts at Sugar Cube Corner. Pinkie Pie and her supervisors Mr. and Mrs. Cake will be the ones to see about that."
Rainbow Dash approached the front with an eager smile, "Now everypony,  I'm sure you've all heard of Rainbow Dash. Rainbow here is in charge of section 2 which unfortunately for some of you is only open to Pegasus ponies. Ponies who choose this category will be helping to keep the clouds clear on Saturday, travel to other communities in Equestria to promote this event, and most importantly be the look out in the skies for any trouble."
Fluttershy was next but she hesitated to move up front, she wouldn't budge one step until AJ and Rainbow pushed her ahead. Twilight chuckled awkwardly, "This is Fluttershy. She is organizing the musical talents for the ceremony and conducting the songs to be played during the party. If you wish to assist with this, please sign up for section 3 and bring your favorite instrument. I'm sure Fluttershy will be able to fit you in somewhere."
Rarity strutted up on stage with a massive ego. Twilight continued, "And this is Rar--" Rarity jumped to the podium, and shoved Twilight out of the way.
Rarity flaunted, "I am Rarity and you may have heard of me...What am I kidding, of COURSE you've heard of me. If you wish to come with me and deliver the formal ensembles to all my clients across Ponyville and other places around Equestria, please sign your name under number 4."
Twilight and her other friends were watching as Rarity overtook the stage. She concluded smiling, "Anypony and I mean ANYpony can help out." as she tilted her head towards Bradshaw.
Rarity stepped down and Twilight made her way back aboard the podium to give her final remarks, "O...K.... Uhh thank you Rarity. Anyway, like the Mayor said, Anypony who signs up will be eligible for a holiday bonus courtesy of the her majesty. The town hall will be opening at 2pm tomorrow so that'll give you all enough time to decide over what you'll want to do. That is all I have to say and I hope to see you all tomorrow. Thank you."
As Twilight and the others trotted off the stage they were given a huge applause. Bradshaw Buckingham stood there pondering with a stern look upon his face then trotted off towards his hotel. Meanwhile as the crowd gradually departed, Rainbow Dash nudged Rarity, "What the hay was that Rarity? Even I don’t flaunt like THAT."
"Oh Please Rainbow Dash, I was just helping Twilight that’s all, She looked nervous up there. I decided to give her a break." Said the white, purple maned mare with a charming smile.
Applejack intervened, "Oh C’mon Rarity, we seen you looking at that tourist with the white mane. Ya'll were just tryin to impress him."
Rarity scoffed and turned her head away, "Well I have never felt so insulted. If you think I was just strutting up there to impress him you could just forget this conversation. Now if you'll excuse me, I have customers to tend to."
Twilight jumped in to explain to the girls, "Rarity just tell the truth. Girls, the reason she's acting like is because she's got her eye on a new stallion in town. Isn't that right Rarity?"
Rarity laughed uneasily, "Of course not, don't be silly...I would never let a crush get in the way of my duties as a Fashionista.”
Her friends stared at her silent for a moment before Rarity finally gave in, ”Oh who am I kidding...I'm sorry for the way I acted up there girls, I DO like him!"
Pinkie bounced with excitement. "OH BOY! WHAT'S HIS NAME, WHAT'S HIS NAME!"
"His name is...Mr. Bradshaw Buckingham." Said Rarity happily.
Spike overheard this and thought to himself, "Bradshaw Buckingham? Hmmm I feel like I heard that name somewhere before."
"...Oh Rarity I'm so...Oops I mean we’re all so happy for you...Right girls?" Said the timid Fluttershy softly.
Rainbow Dash added, "Yeah, that’s awesome! I suppose we can let this incident slide just once."
The other girls agreed and said their good-byes, for now. They departed and headed off to prepare for their extra help to arrive. 
-----
Meanwhile Buckingham was back at his hotel room, discussing with his associate what he learned at the press conference through his wrist gadget, "I believe we've hit a lil snag sir. It seems the Pegasus ponies will be looking out over the skies. If we plan on doing this, it'll have to be operated from the ground. Of course even then we have to look out for the Royal Guards."
The voice laughed and assured, "Do not worry, I have prepared for every situation. It may be tricky to enter from the skies but I have already contemplated our ground operations. The Royal Guards you say? I don’t believe they’ll be a threat if they are dealing with us. The purple one you say, Twilight Sparkle is it? Said she was looking for extra helping hooves?"
"That is correct sir." Buckingham confirmed.
"Ah It's so simple in what we must do. When is the deadline for this application?" Asked the presence on the other side.
"Tomorrow sir. We'll have to act on it soon." Answered Buckingham.
His associate chuckled, "One day is all we need my loyal assistant...Assign yourself to the clothing section. You've told me that the manager of that is fond of you. We could use that to our advantage. I'll inform you of the rest of the plan later on. Until then do as I have requested, and I will take care of the rest."
The brown stallion accepted with a smirk, "Of course sir, it'll be done. You can count on me."
-----
A couple hours later, Twilight and Spike were busy managing the ponies down at the Town Hall, acting as a directory for each pony to go to for their duties, and to Twilights surprise, a lot more than she was expecting actually showed up. It didn't surprise her though that most of them were heading toward categories 1a and b (Apples & Baking). Knowing Pinkie Pie, Twilight knew she would probably allow a few test batches for hired tasters. Coming through the door next were the self-proclaimed Cutie Mark Crusaders; Applebloom, Sweetie Belle, and Scootaloo.
"Hay there Twilight!" greeted Applebloom.
"Hi girls! Are you here to sign up?" Asked Twilight.
Applebloom nodded with excitement, "We shore are! We’ve finally all decided what we’re gonna do."
"By the end of the week, celebrating Princess Celestia's birthday won't be the only joyful occasion. That's the day were finally going to earn out cutie marks!" Sweetie Belle exclaimed.
"Yeah were sure of it!" added Scootaloo.
Twilight smiled and laughed, "Ok girls, sure. Applebloom let’s start with you. What do you want to do?"
"I want to work on the farm with ma sister!" said Applebloom excitedly.
Twilight nodded and wrote down her name, "Yep, and you Scootaloo?"
"Hmm I'm not too sure if I can fly good enough yet to help Rainbow Dash but I wouldn't mind baking with Pinkie Pie though!" she said happily, although felt slightly disappointed that she couldn’t help her idol.
"Perfect, that’s 1b, and Sweetie Belle, how about you?" Twilight wondered.
"I want to help out my sister too. Sign me up for section 4." Said Sweetie Belle confidently.
Twilight took down their names and confirmed their duties, "Alright you’re all signed up. I think you all know where to meet your managers right?"
"You betcha! C’mon girls." said Applebloom as she dashed towards the front door followed by her crusading comrades.
As the Cutie Mark Crusaders left the building they nearly bumped into Bradshaw Buckingham who was coming in through the door. Twilight welcomed him, "Oh Hello there Mr. Buckingham. Here to sign up I'm guessing?"
He grinned, "Why yes of course ma'am.” 
He turned towards the baby dragon and kindly greeted him, ”Hello there friend."
Spike inspected him and noticed his odd looking watch and replied with an unsure tone, "Hi...Are you Bradshaw Buckingham?"
"The one and only, and you are?" Asked the southerner.
"I'm Spike. I'm Twilights personal assistant." He said.
"Well pleasure to make your acquaintance Mr. Spike. Ms. Sparkle, think you can sign me up for section 4?" Buckingham requested.
Twilight thought about it and wondered about why he wanted to work for Rarity. She responded as if there was nothing strange about his asking, "Of course. It would be my pleasure."
"Thank you kindly. Uhhh.. You mind me askin’ what time you'll open tomorrow? I just need to know in case I decide to re-think my decision." Explained Buckingham.
Twilight answered him cheerfully, "We'll be open at 9am Mr. Buckingham."
"Ah Perfect. Thank you again. I'll be seein’ ya'll around now, don’t be a stranger!" Bradshaw called out, exiting the Town Hall.
Spike took interest, "Doesn't he seem awfully strange to you?"
Twilight thought about it for a second then shrugged, "Nah, he's just interested in Rarity's thats all."
This made Spike even more intrigued. He had read about Someone Buckingham before. He couldn't remember where though. He decided he'd look it up at the library later. 
-----
On his way to Carousel Boutique, Bradshaw saw that there was no one around and figured it was a good time to contact his boss. He informed that he was on his way to work with Rarity then was told of the plan to be executed. He contemplated what will go down and continued his way over to Carousel Boutique. He soon arrived and to Rarity's surprise, while she was sewing a dress together she became distracted by the "stud of a stallion" and fooled up the dress she was fixing. Rarity already began to day dream. She quickly hid the ruined dress and welcomed him, "Mr. Buckingham, it is such a pleasure once again meet with you."
"Well I just hope I can help in anyway I possible can Ms. Rarity. I am at your disposal." The charming pony said.
Rarity began to melt and a sly smirk started at the corner of her mouth, "Oh Mr. Buckingham. I believe you'll be a very beneficial member of our group. Unfortunately I already sent a bunch of ponies to run some deliveries for me. I don't think I have anymore deliveries to be made today actually. But you need to do something I suppose. I guess you can help around the shop. Twilight notified me a while ago that I'd also be in charge of decorations."
He grinned, "Well let's get to it then! I can't wait."
"Oh I can't wait either Mr. Buckingham. I think me and you are going to make this party an absolute memorable occasion!" said Rarity eagerly.
Bradshaw laughed and thought to himself, "So do I Ms. Rarity...Haha...So do I..."
-----
Later that evening, Twilight and Spike were walking home from their tiring day. Along their way, Twilight decided she was going to stop into Sugar Cube Corner to see how Pinkie is making out but Spike told her he was much too tired and was going on ahead to go to bed. They parted ways and Twilight made her way to Sugar Cube Corner. Twilight could smell the baked goods as she neared the building. When she got there, she was pleased to see that another couple of her friends were also there. Rainbow, Fluttershy, and Pinkie were sitting around chatting about their day. Twilight approached and sat down with her friends, "Hi girls!"
"Oh Hey Twilight." Rainbow smiled.
"Hey Twilight! Do you want to try my new cupcake recipe! I made a batch just for you guys." Said Pinkie joyfully.
Twilight laughed and grabbed a cupcake, "Sure, I could use a snack after today."
Rainbow agreed, "Oh Tell me about it. Derpy Hooves has been giving me a headache all day! I had to come here to get it off my mind. She's so clumsy. I heard she was fired from a moving company in Cloudsdale, apparently she dropped a piano on some poor pony."
Twilight looked puzzled and thought to herself, "Dropped a piano on some pony? Could that be......Naaaaaah."
"Fluttershy, how was your day?" Asked Twilight.
"Oh..My day was perfect. I never had any trouble with my helpers." Fluttershy said quietly.
Twilight smiled and turned to Pinkie, "And you Pinkie?"
Pinkie bounced with excitement, "Oooo My day was super duper fun! All the ponies are such good cooks! Well...Scootaloo needed some help but everypony else was great! Twilight how was your day?" 
"My day was easy but still tiring, sitting in that Town Hall all day made me tired. Did anypony here from Applejack today?" Twilight wondered.
Rainbow Dash spoke up, "I heard she was getting her relatives settled away. I think Big Mac was handling the apple bucking today. I wonder how Rarity's doing now. Hopefully she's been so busy she's forgotten about that stallion." 
"I wouldn't be so sure." Twilight mentioned.
"Mr. Buckingham came into the Town Hall today and signed up to help out Rarity."
Rainbow facehoofed, "Ahh Great, now were going to be hearing about this for the next week."
"Hopefully this week will go by fast. Everything will calm down once the Princess's birthday is over. Speaking of which girls, I think I better get on home. I'm going to be making my way around tomorrow to assess how everypony will be doing." Twilight explained, trotting towards the door.
Pinkie waved for her attention, "But Twilight. You never ate your cupcake."
"Oh Just put it up for me. I'll have it another time." Said Twilight.
"Okey dokey lokey!" Pinkie said happily.
"Bye girls!" Twilight said, exiting the shop.
"Good-bye Twilight." Fluttershy called out.
Rainbow was wondering, "Hmmmmm..."
"What is it Rainbow?" Asked the timid one.
Dash rubbed her hoof on her chin, "It's that Buckingham guy. I'm going to stop by Rarity's place tomorrow afternoon. I want to check on her...Anyway ladies, I should get going too. I'm getting kind of tired."
"Okey dokey Rainbow! See you!" Smiled Pinkie Pie.
"Bye!" said Rainbow as she flew out.
When Rainbow dash left Sugar Cube Corner, she began to fly home. As she was flying, she thought to herself. "Hmmm I hope Rarity doesn't fall for a stranger. I don't trust that guy. He seems a little too friendly. Maybe I'll stop by Rarity's a little earlier tomorrow." 


[...To be Continued]
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	Chapter 3 The Colt With The Golden Horn
The next morning, Twilight realized it was 5 more days until Celestia's big day and there was still a huge amount of work to be done. When she got up, she found a note from Spike, he was gone down to the Town Hall to fill in more positions. It was 9:30 in the morning and Twilight knew she had to get up but figured she'd stay in bed for another half hour. Her sub-conscience didn't like the thought of being "tardy", so she got up anyway. Meanwhile Rainbow Dash left one of her more responsible ponies in charge, while she went down to visit Rarity. Rarity's progress was going slowly but surely. She'd be moving much faster but she spent most of the time gabbing about Bradshaw Buckingham. Buckingham never let his charm down. He was told to keep Rarity completely infatuated in order for him to execute his plan properly. No one was aware of his odd cutie mark yet due to his bag he wore over both sides of his flank, no one even questioned it. Rainbow Dash and Spike were both curious about this pony's identity. Something about him seemed... secretive. When Rainbow got to Carousel Boutique it didn't surprise her to see that Rarity was talking away to Bradshaw. "Hey Rarity." Said Rainbow.
Rarity was slightly startled. "Oh...Hello Rainbow Dash. Can I help you?"
"Oh No. I was just stopping by that's all." Rainbow said.
"Oh How lovely I'd love to have some more company. Oops Beg my pardon. Rainbow Dash, this is Bradshaw Buckingham. He's come all the way from New Buck City to participate in preparing for the Princess's party." Rarity explained.
The dashing southern colt replied. "Pleased to make your acquaintance Ms. Dash."
"I'm sure you are." Said Rainbow as she gave a curious glance at him. "Uhh Rarity, could I speak to you outside for a minute?" Rainbow asked.
"Of course Rainbow. Please excuse me Mr. Buckingham won't you?" She asked.
"You go right along Ms. Rarity." Said Buckingham with a smile.
Rainbow lead Rarity outside. "Rarity, you're supposed to be preparing for Princess Celestia's birthday party, not practicing your charm on other ponies. Especially with one you just met." Rainbow said.
"Oh Dashy, there's nothing wrong with a little chit chat now and again. Especially with a colt that...Dashing." Said Rarity.
"Well--" Said Dash before being cut off by Rarity.
She explained. "You know, last night was probably the best night I've ever had. We talked all night! Well...I did a lot of the talking. You know before he left to go back to his hotel...He kissed my hoof again and asked me to be his date for Princess Celestia's party..."
Rainbow was dumbfounded. "...And you said no, right?"
"What are you kidding? Just LOOK at him. That chiseled jaw, flowing white mane, those stern proud legs...He looks just like my Prince!" Rarity said as she daydreamed.
"Yeah and we all remember what happened last time you found your Prince." Grumbled Rainbow.
"Look, I'm positive about this one. He's an actual gentlecolt. He's not like that excuse for a Prince, Blueblood, that I fell for. Have faith dear Rainbow. I have found the one." Rarity assured.
Dash rolled her eyes. "Ok whatever. Uhh I gotta go so I'll catch you later."
"As do I, I still have many more suits to deliver. Bye-bye!" Rarity waved as she went back inside.
-----	
Rainbow Dash shook her head and flew off. She'd decided she would go and talk to Twilight about Rarity's excessive affection for Bradshaw Buckingham. She was disappointed to find that Twilight had already left to make her rounds to check on the groups. So she figured she'd go check with Applejack. It's not very often that she's NOT at the farm bucking apples. Especially when she's managing the other ponies in bucking. Rainbow swooped over Sweet Apple Acres and after finding  Applejack, landed  next to her. The orange pony was hollering away at her volunteers. "Hey all you ponies over there! I better start seein some buckin' or ya'll be on dish washin' duty! We gotta lot of pots n pans needin' washing!"
Rainbow landed and approached her. "Hey AJ, what's up?"
Applejack glanced over and smiled. "Hey Rainbow, just orderin some lazy fillies round, how 'bout you Rainbow, whats you doin?" She asked.
"Just got back from Rarity's." Dash said. "I heard she accepted Buckingham's invitation to be his escort at the party..."
Applejack sighed and facehoofed. "I knew that would happen. Well it's gonna be impossible to change her mind so we'll just have to hope fer the best. Hey you hungry?"
Rainbow's stomach grumbled and she laughed. "Maybe."
Applejack laughed. "Well come on in then. I need a good taste-tester." She looked over toward the lazy ponies that hadn't been doing anything. "When I come back I better see apples in those crates!"
They were trotting into the house when all of a sudden, Applejack seen somepony galloping in from the road. As the pony neared, they could see that he was a colt. A yellow stallion with a brown mane. When he was much closer they seen that he was a unicorn on account of his horn, and seen his eyes were a subtle red. He wore a white cape over his back and had an air of intelligence about him. "Do one of you know where I can find a pony named Applejack?" He asked.
Applejack walked toward him. "Howdy, I'm Applejack. Are you here for buckin?"
"Uh Yeah, that purple dragon at the Town Hall directed me here." He said.
"Hmmm...You sounds like your from around here but I've never seen ya before. You must've come in from outta town right?" AJ asked.
He nodded. "You got it. I'm from Canterlot. The names Comet."
"Well it's a pleasure to meet ya Comet. Were gettin ready fer dinner now so you can start buckin away at those tree's over there. Not like those ponies are doin any of it." Said Applejack.
He glanced over. "Those? That's it? Ok give me second."
Comet trotted over and right away without very much effort, bucked the tree's with ease and sure enough, all the apples fell out of the tree. Rainbow and Applejack were surprised, but Applejack was shocked the most. One by one he would buck the apples right out. The constant knocking alerted Big Macintosh who was working down in the apple celler. He came up and was just as impressed as Dash and Applejack were. The ponies who were previously lazing around, watched in amazement of the apples falling from each tree with one shot. There had been at least 27 tree's around the vacinity of the barn. Comet had bucked every last apple out of them. Everyponies jaw dropped. "I think he's a keeper..." Said Applejack.
Big Mac replied. "Eeyup!"
"Wow that was so, awesome!" Said Rainbow.
Applejack looked over at the other ponies who were still in shock. She chuckled. "Guess there's nothin left for you guys to do but wash the dishes. Let's move it, cmon!"
The disiplined ponies leered at Comet with jealousy. Comet grinned right back at them. "Is there anything else I can do?" He asked.
Big Mac answered. "Eeyup. I could use some help movin some apple crates around in the celler."
"No problem. Lets get to it." Said Comet.
Rainbow and Applejack went inside the house and Big Mac lead Comet down into the apple celler. When they got down there, there were a ton of apple crates needing transporting. "Now I want you to help me move all these crates on the left wall outside. Were gonna need them for the catoring." Said Big Mac.
"Sure thing. But first...Could you help me with something?" Comet asked.
"Eeyup. What is it?"
Comet approached Big Macintosh. "Could you see if there's anything in my eyes? I think a piece of dirt got in it."
Big Mac looked into Comets eyes. "I don't see nothin..."
"Loooook closer." He said.
The red colt gazed and focused into Comets eyes. Suddenly Comet's horn sparked a bright flash and his eyes turned into a hypnotic gate. Big Macintosh was so focused, he was sucked into an inescapable trance. Comet immediately took advantage of this and spoke with a clear, solid voice. "Big Macintosh. This coming saturday will be Princess Celestia's birthday. On that day when I say the words ("silent knight") you will be subjected to my every command until I release you...Say yes."
Big Mac was still in a trance and therefore unwillingly accepted the command. "Eeyup!"
"Ok, when I countdown from 5, you will awaken and continue your work. You will forget the fact I asked you to look into my eyes. Do you understand?" Comet said.
"Eeyup!"
Comet began to countdown. "5...4...3...2...1.." Comet broke his spell, Big Macintosh awoke perplexed.
"...What happened?" Asked Big Mac.
"I didn't notice anything." Comet said.
Big Mac shook his head and shrugged it off. They proceeded in moving the apple crates up the celler. Comet expressed a very mischievous smirk. 
-----
Later on, Twilight came by to see how Applejack was coming along. She noticed Applejack was just leaving her house and ran to catch up with her. "Hey AJ. How is work coming along?"
"Oh Howdy Twilight. We've finished our apple buckin." She said.
Twilight looked puzzled. "Already? How could you get that much bucking done in just a couple days?"
Applejack laughed. "All the thanks goes to a certain volunteer we got this mornin."
"Great! Who is it?" Twilight asked.
Applejack shouted out. "Comet! Cmon over here!"
The golden pony soon came trotting along. "Did you call for me Ms. Applejack?"
"Comet...This is Twilight Sparkle, she's the head-organizer for the party. And Twilight this is Comet. One of the best buckers I've ever seen."
"Hello Ms. Sparkle. I've heard a lot about you." Said Comet.
"Pleased to meet you, and pleased to see you've become such an asset on the farm." Twilight said.
Applejack remembered. "Oh and Twilight? You may wanna keep yer eye on Rarity. Rainbow Dash came by here this mornin and told me that Rarity was bein' escorted to the party by Mr. Buckingham."
Twilight grunted. "Oh I knew this would happen. Well there's no stopping her now, maybe it'll work out. All we can do is wait and see. But lets not talk about that now. Thanks to you Comet, we are now ahead of schedule. Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie are coming along well too! And from what I see in the amount of tourism and the clear skies, I don't see any faults with Rainbow's work. Lets just hope Rarity doesn't get too sucked in by Bradshaw. We have 5 days left so lets get to it!" Applejack agreed and high-hoofed Twilight. 
-----
As the next few days went on, Fluttershy's choir improved greatly. Infact, because there was so many ponies who signed up. Her little bird choir had turned into a spectacular full fledged Equestrian Orchestra. Rainbow Dash never quit (she usually never quit at anything), thanks to the abundance of Pegasus ponies which mostly resided in Cloudsdale, the skies were staying clear (with the exception of a scheduled day of rain on wednesday), and the tourism was flourishing. Applejack had lots of time to spare but decided not to slack off. Comet was a great help through most of the apple treats that were being baked for Celestia's birthday. Applejack also put together some festive pony games that the guests could all play (with some advice from Pinkie Pie). Speaking of Pinkie Pie, her crowd was busy making baked goods for the celebration and Scootaloo was even starting to pick up on it. Pinkie's new recipe had become a big hit and she decided she'd make an especially decorated batch, just for her majesty from Pinkie and the Cake's. Despite Mr. Buckingham's company, Rarity was eventually able to get her clients satisfied. But the big help went to the ponies who delivered them personally throughout Equestria. Rarity had finsihed picking out the decorations and thursday night, went to Canterlot with a few volunteers to decorate the Palace's front lawn and part of the Royal Garden with spectacular taste. Rarity was also falling much deeper in love with Bradshaw Buckingham as the days passed. Spike helped Twilight finish off her check-list, but of the spare time he had, spent most of it in the library. Spike was busy there looking up the name "Buckingham", but couldn't find anything to answer his questions. He knew he had heard that name before, and he still had over half the library to go through. But he was determined and wouldn't stop until every book was thouroughly checked. Twilight was working harder then ever.  She had ordered a blimp from Canterlot to come down and board guests for the party. She had her ceremonial dedication speech written for Princess Celestia finished. All that was left for her to do was to make sure everypony was maintaining their work and were always ahead of schedule. Everything was perfect. 
-----	
Friday evening, in a dark alley of Ponyville, Bradshaw was waiting. He peered down at the end of the alley behind him. He seen the figure of a Unicorn. His horn had a golden sparkle. Bradshaw grinned. "Is there anyone around?" He asked.
"No one." Said the shadow-shrouded pony.
"Have you done what he has asked?" Asked Bradshaw. 
As the pony trotted out of the darkness into the moonlight, the golden horn sparkled and the light revealed Comets form. "Everything has gone according to plan. Nopony has knowledge of our true existence. All we have to do now is to 
await for his next report. He will take care of the rest."
Bradshaw's grin switched to a smile. "Looks like those fools won't know what hit em. Thanks to Ms. Rarity I'm going to have an all access pass."
"And I have impressed them all so much I'm even getting an award dedicated to my work. Little do they know I used my skillful magic to pick the apples, simultaniously as I hit each tree. What gullible idiots!" Comet laughed.
An incoming voice then spoke through Buckingham's watch. "Have you both fulfilled your duties?"
"Everything's done sir. I've got Ms. Rarity's trust and Comet here has operation: silent knight, ready for deployment." Spoke Bradshaw.
"Splendid. All that's left now is the execution. Bradshaw you got the letter I sent you right?" The dashing voice asked.
"I received the plans, yes." Bradshaw replied.
"Excellent. Comet I told you of it before I sent you. You remember right?"
"I got it sir." Said Comet.
The voice assured. "Our time has come gentlecolts. Tomorrow at 1300 hours we will strike with the final phase of our operation. The rebellion shall begin and the kingdom will fall. I've waited a long time for this opportunity and I'd rather not see it get bucked up. You two got that? Don't buck up or it's your heads." He laughed. "I think I'll make a wonderful dictator..." The anonymous one then ended the communication.
"Ready?" Said Comet.
"Ready..." Bradshaw replied.
They parted ways for the night before they stirred up any suspision. 
-----
The next morning, Twilight woke as early as 6am to prepare and to get Spike and herself into their formal attire for the afternoon. She had decided to use the same dress she wore to the Gala. She had to go around to insure her 5 other friends were up and ready for their trip up to Canterlot. Luckily, to her relief, when she left the library, she seen them trotting down the road to her place. Big Mac, Comet and Buckingham accompanied them. Pinkie bounced up excited as ever to Twilight. "HEY TWILIGHT! YOU READY FOR THE PRINCESS'S BIG DAY?!"
Twilight laughed. "Yes Pinkie, calm down. You girls all ready to go up to Canterlot? I have our ride waiting."
Applejack replied. "You betcha! Cmon ya'll lets get goin."
Twilight was about to shut the door behind her when she noticed Spike was still inside. "Spike are you coming?"
"Yeah I'll be along in a minute, I just have to grab a book."
"OK, hurry up. we don't want to be late."
Spike grabbed the "New Buck City Ponies Of History Almanac" and an along to join the others. They got to the town square where the Cantorlot Airship was ready to take them up to Celestia's Palace. Comet and Bradshaw looked at each other and nodded while the other's weren't looking. They enter the ship and flew off to Canterlot. On their way up, Spike had time to sit down with the book he took from the library. He still could not find anything on a Buckingham but still read on, refusing to put the book down. Twilight was going over her notes frantically, making sure that every little detail was to perfection. Rarity was still gabbing away to her date, and Fluttershy was looking over the symphony she wrote during he past few days. Rainbow Dash was gazing at the Wonderbolts who were outside the ship, rehersing their performances for the Princess. Pinkie and Applejack were discussing how to go about setting up the food. And upon their arrival they were greeted by Princess Celestia personally, who was at the gates of her Palace. "Hello Twilight Sparkle, my most faithful student. I welcome you and your wonderful friends to my Palace. We still have a couple hours before our guests arrive and I'd like to do a bit of catching up. Come along inside, all of you."
"Thank you very much and happy birthday Princess." Twilight said as they all bowed before entering the Palace.
-----
As the next couple of hours went by, the guests started to pull in. Fluttershy set up the orchestra and began a soft song to welcome the them. Pinkie, Applejack and Big Mac spread out all the baked goods on tables while Rarity fixed up some of the decorations. Rainbow Dash stayed in the sky directing the Pegasi where to go as Twilight and Celestia were going over the plans for the party. Comet and Buckingham were keeping to themselves. Trying not to draw attention. When everything was finally ready, it was about time to open the gates to welcome the guests. Princess Celestia was impressed and appreciative of all of Twilight and her friend's hard work. 
The party was going perfectly according to plan. The Wonderbolts performed their show, Fluttershy wowed the crowd with her fantastic symphony and Applejack and Pinkie Pie's treats were satisfyingly delectable. Rainbow kept the skies sunny and cleared, and Twilight was soon ready to give her speech. Rarity was gossiping with some of the other guests. And Spike was still examining his book to find that name, though he was starting to get towards the end of the book, still nothing.
When it was finally time for Twilight to address the crowd, a horn was sounded to get everyponies full attention. There was a high balcony where Twilight was to deliver her speech. She stepped up on the podium that was set up and spoke loud and clearly. "Today my fellow Equestrians, we celebrate one of the most festive of days. First of all, I would like to extend a special thanks to one of our visitors, if it weren't for him none of this would've worked out this perfectly. On behalf of me, the Mayor of Ponyville and Princess Celestia. I present our honorary guest, Comet, with this medal of honor."
Comet appeared from behind the curtain door on to the balcony and accepted his award and then stepped to the side. He looked down at the crowd and once again nodded to Buckingham. He nodded back. They were both in position. Without Rarity noticing, Bradshaw slipped to the back of the crowd near the front gate. He took off the bag that hid his cutie mark. It was now exposed but nopony noticed yet. Meanwhile Spike comes across a page in his book "New Buck City's Most Infamous Con-artists", he is reluctant to finally find a similar name..."Diamond Bradshaw Buckingway, New Buck City's most successful and richest jewel thief in history." It was said that he had committed over 200 high end robberies in the city. 3 of which earned him over 1 million bits. It was also said thanks to a tip, they were able to snag him before his next big robbery. He was in taken to a Canterlot court where he was held on trial for over 50 million bits. He was convicted and banished from Equestria. "It is believed he has changed his name to something similar since then." Spike then nervously turned the page and there was a picture of him. A tall, brown, white maned pony. Spike then felt a sharp pain in his stomach. He knew he had to get Twilight's attention but the crowd was too big to get through. He looked all around and then seen Bradshaw with a devious look in his eyes. "Oh No...He's going to do something" Spike thought to himself.
"Now without further adieu.." Twilight said.
"Oh No!" Said Spike.
Buckingham spoke into his watch. "Ok sir, on my count...5..."
Comet removed his cape. Also exposing his cutie mark which was the same one as Buckinghams. Twilight continued. "I proudly present to all of Equestria!"
Bradshaw continued to countdown. "4..."
"The ruler of our entire and most cherished land!"
"3..."
"The reason our sun rises every morning!"
"2..."
"Our beloved, Princess Celestia!"
"1..."
Princess Celestia appeared from behind the curtain and waved to the crowd. The crowd erupted with an extrodinary, anticipated applause.
"...Now!"

[...To be continued]
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Chapter 4 Nova Sparks
A sudden emanation of petrifying light broke the sky and struck the Princess, making movement impossible. She tried to use her magic to break the seal but it was useless. Everypony was in utter shock and horror as they watched the attack unfold. It was mesmerizing yet fearful. Twilight became concerned and hostile then attempted to break the immobilizing energy. She used every force of magic she could muster up against it but the bond was too powerful. Suddenly Comet used his powers and struck Twilight with a beam of powerful energy, knocking her down. 
Rainbow Dash and the Pegasus ponies were confused. The light appeared to come from no where. Then soon, the skies began to darken. Everypony was in anarchy. They didn't know what to think in such dismay. Meanwhile, Applejack, Pinkie and the others hurried as fast as they could, up the palace to the balcony. A figure in the sky began to form around the light. It was almost as if it was just coming out of thin air. As the figured became bigger and bigger, it took the form of a gigantic, titanium airship. It had been cloaked and snuck up on the entire party. 
The Pegasi (including Rainbow Dash and the Wonderbolts) immediately took action. They were going to charge in and take out the ship but were quickly knocked away by a shocking force field. The guests started to run away but they could not get passed the gate because while no one was looking, Buckingham had placed a magic proof lock on the large gate. They were all trapped. 
Rainbow looked down and noticed Twilight was hurt and without delay, she rushed down to help her fallen comrade and assist her other friends who had finally made it up to the balcony. 	
"Twilight, are you ok?!" Applejack hollered worriedly.
"What did you do to our friend?" Rarity demanded angrily.
"I've done her a favor. She would've wasted all her useless magic on an impossible task." Comet stated.
Applejack threatened him, "Release the Princess immediately or were gonna have to get ugly."
Comet scoffed, "You are no threat to me or Buckingham! We'll strike you down like the peasants you are."
"Buckingham? Nonesense! He would never do something such as this." Rarity defended him.
Comet laughed, "You are one naive mare, isn't she Bradshaw?"
Buckingham suddenly appeared from behind them, smiling deviously, "She shore is Comet. I thank you very much fer yer company the last couple days Ms. Rarity. Without you and Ms. Sparkle, we'd never be able to pull this off so perfectly."
Rarity began to tear up, "Wha...I trusted you. All this time, all those ravishing compliments, the charming kisses. I thought you were a dashing gentlecolt. But your nothing but a deceptive, lying, miserable excuse for a stallion!"
Bradshaw began to laugh, "Well Mr. Comet. Should I alert the big guy that it's a good time to come down now?"
He shrugged grinning, "I don't see why not, I don't see any threat from these fillies." No sooner the words were out of his mouth, Applejack bucked him right into the railing of the balcony. Comet staggered but shook it off easily as he used his magic and slammed AJ with incredible force against the wall of the palace. She blacked out on impact.
"Applejack!" screamed Pinkie Pie and Dash. Fluttershy rushed over to tend to her fallen friend. Rarity kicked Buckingham's front leg.
"Ow!" exclaimed Bradshaw.
Comet grabbed Rarity with his magic, "Listen girly, if you think that I'm afraid to hurt another mare then your dead wrong, now back off!"
Comet shoved her away, "Tell him to come down now."
Bradshaw spoke into the gadget, "Alright sir, the crowd's awaiting on yer big debut."
Then suddenly, airship then lowered right above the crowd. They were in astonishment. The hull of the ship opened in the center and a platform began to lower. It was a small platform, carrying big, burly, armed dogs and a grey pony. The dogs were equipped with unusual weapons, attached to their wrists. Black with very specific and complicated functions on them. They looked dangerous nonetheless, similar to Bradshaw's. They wore shining, white metal armor and had a crest on their abdominal armor plate. It was the same symbol as Bradshaw's and Comet's cutie mark. An "R" with the white horn, and a gold star at the pointed end. 
The grey pony was also a stallion, he had a short grey mane with a long tail. The pony wore glasses and a black business jacket. He too, had a gadget that was attached to his hoof. His cold looking eyes were yellow and he had a grin on his face that seemed like it never left. The platform lowered to the balcony, where the dogs and the steed disembarked. He slowly trotted and padded both Comet and Buckingham on the back. Twilight and Applejack started to come to. The pony then looked at Celestia who was still immobilized, "Long time no see your Majesty. Remember me?"
He grinned even harder and ordered his canines, "Stand over there and guard the way if they should attempt to escape."
The dogs obeyed and walked over to block the door to the inside of the palace. Twilight and her friends were surrounded. The grey pony looked at Rainbow who was right next to Applejack, still flying, "Comet, ground her will you?"
He saluted, "Right away Sir." 
Comet then casted a spell on Dash which locked her wings in, forcing her to fall to the ground. The English pony turned away to the crowd, who were now silent in a state of shock. Afraid of what the dogs could do. He laughed briefly to himself then addressed them, "So...My longed, anticipated return went unnoticed. I'm disappointed. But I suppose I'll re-introduce myself to the Equestrian folk. It's been a long time since I stood in Canterlot. Last time it was on bad terms. But now...It's on my terms...My name...is Nova Sparks. I come from the far-eastern side of Equestria, the city of Manechester. For years I was banished from this land. Now years of recruitment and many more years of highly detailed scientific research have assisted in my return. You will all come to know me as your new dictator! The laws and ways of Equestria will change. I know it appears to be a tad shocking and abrupt right now but you will in fact get used to it. As you can see, I have immobilized the Princess. I have rendered her magic obsolete. This is only the just of what I am capable of. You will respect my laws or else a high and strict form of discipline will be summoned upon the abuser."
There was an outcry from the crowd, "What makes you think were going to listen to you?"
Spark's smile slipped and he looked around, "Who said that?" He shouted. 
He looked to where the voice was coming from and seen that it was a local Ponyville citizen, Berry Punch. Sparks grinned again, "You will soon regret talking back to me, my dear. Dogs, cease her!"
The burly dogs got on to the platform and were lowered to the crowd. Everypony was intimidated by the large canines and didn't attempt to charge at them. The dogs then approached Ms. Punch and wielded batons that were strapped to their sides then violently began to beat her to the ground as the crowd watched in fear. It was the longest thirty seconds Berry Punch had ever went through. She was whimpering by the time they had stopped. Battered and bruised, the dogs took her to the platform to await their next command from the seemingly already corrupted Nova Sparks.
He continued, "Now, that is low level discipline. Do you want to see hard discipline? Then somepony please talk over me again. I insist on it." Nopony spoke a word.
"The Celestian era has come to an end. The new era of leadership will now rise with this rebellion. I shalll be your great dictator, your emperor. You will obey my laws, you will obey my morals, you will obey my army, and most of all, over everything. You WILL obey me. I will now decree my first law. A nightly curfew for all of Equestria. Each night at 9:30, everypony must be inside or within their property, or else will be charged and punished. My military of rebels will enforce this law and many others with great encouragement. Now I have many of my soldiers to be distributed. I got many dogs as well as loyal ponies, but I could use more. So for the past few days, I have sent my associate Comet, to recruit many volunteers, and you have done that, right?" He looked at Comet.
"I have done what you have requested Mr. Sparks." He replied.
"Ah Perfect, then without further delay, I will now order that all Equestrians head home for I have many things to discuss with my other associates. Now of course I will have my militia of dogs assist in your departure of my new city. But also I would like the help of my new recruits...Comet if you could do the honors?"
Comet approached to the front, "My pleasure Sir...I will now initiate, project: silent knight!"
With Comet saying this, about 40 strong looking ponies had rose up from the crowd...To Applejack's dismay, she seen Big Macintosh rise as well. A tear ran down her face, "...Oh No..."
"Tell the recruits to begin directing the ponies home, we need to get to work." Demanded Nova.
Comet nodded his head, "Colts, Stallions! I command you to guard the streets, make sure no one tries to flee the land. It would be an insult to our new leader."
Every brainwashed pony responded, "YES MASTER!"
Nova, Bradshaw and Comet laughed. Sparks concluded, "Dogs, make sure they all get home, tonight there will be an early curfew for I need time to put the new laws to pass. Welcome to my well deserving reign. I am your new leader, your dictator, your emperor, Nova Sparks!"
He glanced to Celestia, "And as for you...We need some time to talk...(he grinned) Catch up on the old times..." 
He looked at Sparkle and her friends, "And you seven? Your also coming with me."
Another, much bigger platform lowered from the other side of the aircraft. More goons emerged from it, an entire armada of dogs and other ponies. All wearing the same type of armor; Shining white metal torso plates, white headgear, batons, the strange apparatus attached to their wrists and hooves, and that definitive cutie mark. The dogs had it embedded on their armory. But the Unicorn rebels, appeared not to have the wrist gadget. There were also Pegasi to patrol the skies and Cloudsdale. One dog used the wrist gadget to open the locked gate. The rebels directed the traffic everypony back home in Canterlot. They loaded ships to take others back to Ponyville, Pegasi rebels lead ponies back to Cloudsdale and others from other cities and communities around Equestria were told to wait on Spark's recommendation.
Fluttershy spoke timidly to Nova with a shaky voice, "W-What are you going to do to us?"
"I simply need you seven for interrogation." He said.
Nova ordered some of his guards to escort Celestia, Twilight, and her friends up to the gigantic ship, "Take them to the main holding cells, I'll want to talk to Celestia first so keep her held until we get to my office."
Nova pressed a button on a remote control he took from his pocket and the surging, freezing light broke from Celestia, but Comet took immediate control of the immobilizing spell and continued to hold Celestia still. They all climbed upon the platform and as they rose into the ship, Twilight and her friends all looked at each other. They wondered what was going to happen, they started to feel their hope slipping away. Into a dark void of emptiness, they felt that soon, nothing would ever be the same again...


[...To be continued] 

	
		Chapter 5: The Rise To Power



Chapter 5 The Rise To Power

When they boarded Nova's airship, Applejack cried, not being able to comprehend it. Why would Big Mac turn against the Apple Family? She was unaware of Comet's hypnotic powers but knew that he and surely others had something to do with it. Pinkie consoled Fluttershy who was scared beyond belief. While Rainbow Dash and Rarity were quietly discussing how everything went wrong. Rarity quietly kept saying. "I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry..."
Berry Punch was also still crying, but in pain, more than fright. Princess Celestia was held by Comet's magic. Why Celestia's magic was rendered useless was a complete blur to everypony. All Twilight thought of was how they could possibly escape from Nova's tyranny. It seemed hopeless and the incredible magic Nova's henchmen were using didn't make it any easier neither. She had to think of something quick before anything bad happened to her or any of her friends. Nova steered them down the halls of the ship and took them all to a room filled will jails. There were only six cells, but they were all made to hold up to thirty ponies each.
Nova pointed to one cell in the corner of the room. "Put everypony and that small dragon in that cell there, except Celestia. Were going to take her up to my office for a little discussion."
Buckingham escorted the ponies and Spike to the cell. He used the same lock had used to lock the gate back down in Canterlot. Nova and the frozen Celestia were about to leave the room when Twilight shouted out. "What did you do to our magic? Why isn't it working?"
"It's working just fine Miss Sparkle. (He grinned) Mine is just better."   
Nova, followed by his two dogs and Comet with Celestia then left the room. Leaving Buckingham to watch over them. "Now all you fillies are gonna stay quiet ya hear? I don't want to have to get ugly, especially with you Ms. Rarity."
Rarity glared at him and he only laughed. "Let's face it Miss, I had you wrapped around my hoof."
Twilight whispered over to Applejack. "You ok AJ?"
Her whimpering made it hard for Twilight to understand. "I...can't believe...Big Mac would...do this to...us...The Apple family. We thought he was loyalist of us all. That's not him, it can't be him. That's not my big brother."
"AJ don't worry, were going to figure a way out of this. There's got to be something we can do to stop this. AJ I need your help. You got to pick yourself up from this, our entire society is in danger." Sparkle warned.
Applejack nodded while she wiped the tear from her eyes. "Yer right Twi. We are in a mess. But that magic of theirs is jus so darn powerful. Feel this lump of my head!"
Twilight rubbed her hoof over AJ's goose egg bump on the right side of her head. "Hmmm I hope your alright. I need to find some more information on this Nova guy. He's not like any normal stallion."
-----
Minutes later, Nova and the others soon arrived at his office up in the more upper end of the massive ship. Sparks sat down at his desk. Comet then released Celestia after the dogs put a sort of shell over her horn.
Celestia was plopped down into the chair across from him and naturally became enraged. "What do you think your going to accomplish by kidnapping me and my pupils?"
Sparks scoffed, "Kidnapped?  I'm am only doing the rightful thing. These are my people now!"
"Your only in this for yourself. The Equestrians aren't going to like you. They never will." Celestia stated furiously.
Nova appeared annoyed and slammed his hoof down on his desk, "Now listen here. I don't care if they like me or not. I honestly don't care if they suffer through my ruling neither. Bottom-line is, my conquest had been fulfilled. It's the price you'll pay for taking what was so dear from me."
Celestia disagreed greatly. "You deserved it for what you done to those poor ponies you tortured."
"Like I said back then, It was strictly business. Nopony could prove those alligations! How could you do that to me? A pony with a PhD in Physics, and two masters in Biology and Chemistry. An absolute genius!"
"The distance between insanity and genius, is measured only by success Mr. Sparks. Your experiments were never successful I'm sorry to say. Therefore this plan, what ever it may be, will never work!" she exclaimed passionately.
Nova began to laugh. "That's where your wrong again your Majesty, I have obtained a secret weapon since then. I have acquired allies and followers who appear to look up to me and my views. You exiled most of them like you did me. That's why were here. To take our revenge by dethroning you and appointing myself as the new dictator! Now lets get down to the brass tax my dear...Give me back my horn, Celestia!"
"You were not worthy to have your horn. It was not supposed to be intended for evil!" she exclaimed.
Nova became agitated once again, "If you don't give me back my horn this instant, I will TAKE it back!"
She stared at him perplexed, "That's impossible..."
"Nothing for me is impossible to accomplish my dear. You have yet to learn of what I am most capable of...You'll come around. Dogs, get her out of my site...Go back and send in that Twilight girl."
Celestia's eyes widened. "You leave her alone! She has done nothing!"
One of the dogs took his baton and struck her in her side. The hard shot was so effective, she went unconscious.
"Shut up!" said Nova fiercely.
"Get her out of my site. Put her in a separate cell from the others as well."
Comet nodded gladly. "It will be done sir."
-----
Comet, with the entourage of burly dogs brought Celestia to the jail room where the others were being held. "Put her in that one in the other corner." Ordered Comet.
"What did you do to our Princess?!" shouted Pinkie Pie.
"Pipe down you!" Bradshaw spoke back angrily.
Comet approached Bradshaw. "Mr. Sparks wants to see the pony named Twilight?"
"Very well." Replied the southern steed.
-----
They retrieved Twilight from the cell and quickly took her up to Nova's office. Along the way, she trotted down one hallway and discovered and took notice of a map tacked to a bulletin board. When they arrived soon after, Comet sat her down. Nova looked over and gave a cocky smirk.
He turned to Comet and the dogs. "If you'll excuse us, I want to be alone with Madame Sparkle."
"You got it boss, we'll be right outside." Comet assured.
When they left the room, Sparks started to circle around Twilight slowly. "So Miss Sparkle...Do you know who I am?"
Twilight leered at him curiously . "No..."
He grinned and chuckled. "Of course you don't, looking at you, you don't even look like you were around when I was in the news. Once again I'll state that my name is Dr. Nova Sparks. I was raised in the city of Manechester. During my youth I moved to the city of Canterlot. Graduated at the University there with many degrees of sciences. Science my dear, is the true power of our world. I have studied many branches of it; Physics, geology, chemistry, biology, astronomy, you name it! And it is all that knowledge I gained over the years, that I was able to use to assist in my...climactic revolution. Now, about twenty years ago, I had gotten in trouble for my research tactics. My goal was to discover the biological super enhancement in the magic of Unicorns. I was performing experiments with some of my paid experimentees so to speak. Unfortunately, one of the procedures went wrong. I had operated "underground surgery" and had implanted this special chip inside one of the Unicorn's horns. The chip had malfunctioned and the pony tore havoc over Canterlot. The device had affected his brain function, he went mad, completely incoherent. But his magic abilities were outstanding, absolutely powerful. He had picked up large objects such as coaches, large boulders, trees, etc. It was like something out of a motion picture. But instead...It was reality. The Royal family had to detain him. He was immediately stripped of his horn for medical reasons and has been in special treatment ever since I could remember. I went into hiding but was quickly finked on by the others I had worked on. So the Princess ordered me to go on trial. A special jury of leaders from all over Equestria were selected for the deliberation. I was charged with the ill-mannered use of my knowledge and genetic tampering. I was found guilty on both with a capital punishment. Celestia concluded that I would be forever exiled and...My horn was taken away from me."
He rubbed the his forehead where the horn of a Unicorn used to be. "You mean, you used to be a Unicorn?" Asked Twilight.
"You are correct Miss Sparkle, what a quick study you are. I was, but because of injustice and a corrupt system I was torn from the title." He muttered angrily.
Sparkle shook her head, "You deserved it. You had no right to hurt those ponies."
"It was not my fault! It was the simple miss-coding inside the chip that I was not aware of. I didn't program it. My associates did. So ever since my banishment, I had been trying to think of something that could give me the second shot. So...I'll continue. I was to be banished to the Desert. But this wasn't just any Desert. It was a desert filled with rocks, ore, gems, minerals. Everything a geologist could dream of. I believed my research would start there. About 3 months into my leaving, I befriended this group of Desert dogs. They called themselves Diamond Dogs. Their three leaders welcomed me as long as I could work for them, prospecting and what not. So I agreed, hoping that my loyalty meant their respect. I worked with them for seven long years. Then one night, while I was organizing a pile of gems. Some dogs came in with a strange ore. It was a very odd looking rock. It was pure black, almost like coal but it didn't have the density like coal. Miss Sparkle this is where my history gets interesting."
With that his smile grew and then he trotted over a safe that was embedded in the wall. He turned the dial and unlocked it then opened up the door to pull out the rock he described in his story. "This, Twilight Sparkle, is the most powerful essence in the world."
Twilight stared at it, almost laughing. "You must be crazy. It's only a rock."
"That's where your wrong. I was completely astonished by this mineral and was determined to find out what it was. I sent one of the dogs to smuggle out a book on ancient rocks of Equestria. After going through the textbook which had over 1500 pages, I finally discovered it...The rock was called Manarite. It was believed that this ore came from an asteroid that hit the planet millions of years ago. It was discovered by Equestrian settlers about 500 years before. The rock was so valuable, it sparked a civil war. The war lasted only 5 months before the Royal family had decided to destroy and bury the mine where it had been discovered so there would be no more bloodshed over the rock."
Twilight looked puzzled. "Why would ponies fight over it? What's so valuable about it?" 
He glanced at Sparkle then laughed malevolently. "Very good question. Inside the manarite, were pockets of a deposited essence. A mysterious substance that scholars said that if taken in by the body, will give extraordinary increases to a Unicorn's magical abilities. The instant I read that statement. I knew I had found the answer to my goal from all these years. All the years of studying the pony anatomy, years of schooling, lectures, experiments, diplomas, the money spent, and my answer lies within a rock. Sure I was mad about it but I realized that this was a much better discovery. Soon after I knew of this, I left the Diamond Dogs. But before I left, I took the map that had the manarite's location marked on it. The Diamond Dogs never even knew that I departed until I was long gone. For two weeks I was wandering around, scrounging up what food I could. Until I was met with a stranger. His name, at the time was Diamond Bradshaw Buckingway...Sound familiar?"
She pondered for a moment then looked up at him with a confused look about her face, "I thought his name was Buckingham?"
He chuckled. "No, only an alias since his banishment. He was a famous jewel thief who was convicted and also banished. We met in the desert. I explained to him my plan, he listened and wanted in on it. He had much knowledge on geology, much more then mine. So we decided to join forces. We had followed the map to the buried mine. We found an opening and when we got in, we were shocked by the amount of ore that was still there. Tonnes upon tonnes. I had a vision, an idea that was so insane that I had to attempt it. We filled a couple bags with the rock and left. Then traveled about a week until we came to the border to Equestria. When we managed to sneak into the land without detection. We headed for New Buck City. There, we found some abandoned warehouses. But not just any warehouses, warehouses filled with scientific technology. We had  managed to remain under the radar for about 3 weeks. I had been using the machines inside to create a weapon. I took the essence inside the manarite, and implanted it into a device. The device also had the same chip I used to mentally scar a ponies life. Turns out I was using it the wrong way. It was meant for technological use, not biological. I thought of the design on our way to New Buck City. I knew it was the start up for my revenge. You may have seen it before. On the wrists of some of my dogs and ponies. It's a substitute for an artificial horn. It has the same capability as a regular horn...Except the inventions powers exceeded much, much further. After many testings and checks over the gadget we were determined of our efforts and returned to the Diamond Dogs to begin our recruitment. Me and him were captured upon entering their territory. The three leaders were going to execute me, but I had other plans. With the dogs ready to maul me, I used the artificial horn and shoved each one of the three dogs off a nearby cliff. Every other dog backed off. I got their immediate obedience, me and Buckingham could continue our research. Our word of a rebellion spread through the Desert and the Everfree Forest like rapid fire. Banished ponies of all kinds came for my aide. So my underground army started to develop a seven year plan. We mined the manarite, built this ship, developed labs and equipment. And now seven years of hard work later, here I am, about to rule my new empire.
Twilight was fed up with his rambling on. "This will never work! You can't do this. You will be stopped!"
"That's what you think! Your magic is obsolete Miss Sparkle. I call my magic, manaressence. It's 100% scientific. Science runs our land Twilight. I AM SCIENCE! If my magic can thwart your Princess's magic, what makes you think you or anyone else can defeat me? That's where I want to briefly talk about Mr. Comet. Comet was one of my test subjects for something I was working on just a month prior to the Princess's birthday. I had done large amounts of calculations, connected all the dots, and came up with a super medicine...A serum. I gave it a scientific name...Proin fringilla enhancer rinocerotis. In otherwords, a Unicorn magic super enhancing injection. Silverblood, I like to call it personally. I developed it with manaressence, a few elements off the periodic table and different types of blood to match the pony it was given to. When I first tested it on Comet, the results were outstanding. No mental deficiency, no abnormal behavior, just enhanced magical abilities. So long as he takes a precise injection each day in the horn at the precise time, he and many other of my enforcers will obtain these powers. My other subjects such as dogs, earth ponies and Pegasi will wear the artificial horn on their wrists and hooves. I have finally achieved my goal of super magic. Now all that was left for me to do was to overturn the Princess and take Equestria for myself. But I couldn't do it alone. Me, Buckingham, and Comet are going to be the new leaders, me being the supreme ruler of course. Buckingham will take the west, Comet will take the east, and I will take Ponyville and Canterlot. But I will need another co-leader to assist me...That is why I requested you up here."
She raised a brow skeptically at him. "What do you want from me?"
"I want you to join me Twilight Sparkle, I want you to help me rule the rest of Equestria. Being the Princess's prime student, I figure you must have gifted knowledge such as mine. I will promise you everything in Equestria if you take this opportunity. I'll give you the silverblood serum, your powers will be incredible. I can tell. Maybe after I pass in later years, I may consider somepony such as yourself as my successor if you remain loyal, But now I'm just riffing...So...What do you say?"
Twilight thought about it. Then locked eyes with Nova and smiled. He smiled back with confidence. Sparkle took a deep breath and proudly said. "No contest Mr. Sparks...No contest."

[...To be continued]
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Nova's smile got bigger. "No contest? Your serious?"
Twilight agreed. "Oh Yeah no contest. It's no contest that I will NEVER join with the likes of you!"
Nova's smile quickly swept away from his face. "...What?" 
Twilight explained. "You see, I'm not a traitor to my Princess. I'm her most faithful student. Which means I will never leave her side. No matter what offer you throw at me."
Sparks face turned to immediate anger. With that he struck Twilight across the face and knocked her down. "You think your going to defy me? You think you have the authority to talk back to me like that. I am science! I am among the gods. No I AM a god! Fine you don't want power? Fine! Comet get in here!"
Comet peeks his head in through the door. "Yes sir?"
"See to it that this waste of my time, and her other friends are killed at once. Shove them out the ship and tear off the wings of the two Pegasi before hand."
Comet nodded. "At once sir. Dogs! Get in here!"
Twilight began to panic. "No...Y-y-you can't do this...You can't! Please, please don't, please, please, please..."
"I only give one chance to opportunities like this Miss Sparkle. Because I can't have you alive, knowing my secrets if you won't join me. Get her out of my site..." Nova said angerly.
Twilight looked Sparks straight in the eyes. "Your powers are going to let you down Nova. That's not true magic. Your magic doesn't come from harmony and passion, it comes from hate, and vengence."
He smiled once more. "And look where my magic's gotten me so far. I'm going to be dictator for a long time, and you nor anypony else will stop me...Farewell Twilight Sparkle."
A tear ran down Twilight's cheek, the dogs ceased her and guided her down the halls, back to the cells.
-----
Comet and the dogs returned to the cell room with Twilight. He sternly said. "Alright take them out except Celestia. Sparkle and the others are to be executed. Take em and shove them out the ship, rip off the blue and yellow ponies wings."
A sudden look of shock went through everypony imprisoned, except Applejack and Rainbow Dash. They concealed a half smile. Bradshaw went over to unlock the cell door. AJ and Rainbow nodded to each other. As soon as the door was open, Rainbow, with her swift speed, charged immediately for Comet who wasn't expecting the ambush. Rainbow slammed into him, knocked him to the ground dazed and groggy. While Buckingham was distracted by the attack, Applejack tapped him on the shoulder. He turned around just to be bucked in the face. The dogs stepped into intervene but were snuck up on by Twilight who took the opportunity and knocked their heads together which shook them up a bit. Comet got up to use his magic but his cape that he put back on was magically wrapped around his head by Rarity. Pinkie went to save the Princess but was tackled by Bradshaw. He tried to hit her but was checked by Dash. One of the dogs went to club Rainbow in the head but then Fluttershy surprisingly shocked everypony when she violently struck the dog in the gut and cracked his neck. Applejack bucked Comet into one of the empty cells and took the lock that was hanging off the door of the cell they were in and locked it on Comet who was in the adjacent cell. Pinkie once again tried to get to the Princess but couldn't figure out the lock. She called out for Twilight, her magic couldn't break it. Meanwhile Rainbow was still taking it to the former jewel thief. The remaining dog went for back up but then was tripped up by Rarity who stuck out her hoof in the door way. He got up to find AJ in front of him who bucked the dog back in and smashed him against the cell bars. Dash was struck in the mouth by the brown colt. He got on top of the downed pony to strike her again but was kicked in the gut by her hoof and she took the opening shot and headbutted him. She got up and wiped the blood from her cheek. As Bradshaw staggered close to the opened cell door, Twilight used her magic and slammed it shut with Bradshaw in the middle. While all this was happening, Spike had escaped with Berry Punch to find a way out. Now that the security was temporarily downed, Twilight and the others escaped. Twilight promised the unconscience Princess that they would return to rescue her.
While running down the lost hallways of the elaborate airship, they met up with Spike and Berry Punch who had waited just down the hall to make sure no one was coming. Twilight soon remembered where she had seen a map of the ship. 
"Girls! This way." She said when she pointed down a hallway intersection.
"That was way to close fer comfort." Said the exhausted Applejack.
"We gotta find a way outta here!" Said Rainbow.
Twilight lead her friends up a flight of stairs. "This way girls! I seen a map just up this way." She said confidently.
They got to the top of the stairs and Twilight took the map with her magic. Twilight skimmed through the blueprints as fast as she could. "Ok! Down this way!" She said while she pointed down another hallway.
They ran, ran, and ran through the huge ship. They went left, right, down, all around. Applejack became confused. "Boy Howdy Twilight, where ya'll taking us?"
Twilight, who galloped and still held the map suspended in the air with her magic, said. "It's a skydiving room, I guess they use it if they got to get down somewhere fast. Were going to escape out that way."
"I hope the Princess is going to be ok." Pinkie said worriedly.
"Don't worry we'll be back for her. I just need time to think. We can stop this girls." Twilight said.
While Twilight galloped with the map in her face, she blindly ran into somepony. To her trepidation, it was Nova who was accompanied by his personal guard dogs. He was knocked down and immedialtely looked up, and stared at Twilight, very crossed. "Get her! GET THEM! KILL THEM ALL! Don't let them escape."
Twilight and the others ran as fast as they could down the halls, now with dogs chasing behind them. They had to hurry. The thoughts of them being caught ran through Twilights head, they were now the only ones who could save Equestria. After many endless hallways they neared the doors of the escape route. Rainbow flew ahead to be ready to shut the door. "Come on girls! Hurry!"
Twilight, Applejack, Fluttershy, Rarity, Pinkie, Spike, and Berry Punch rushed through the door with the dogs just behind them. Their perserverence was cut short when Rainbow slammed and locked the metal door behind them. Nova had caught up with the dogs. "Well? What are you baffoons waiting for? Knock the bucking door down! We can't let them escape!"
The ponies inside looked all over in the lockers and closets that were there for the parachutes. "Where are they Twilight?" Asked an excited Pinkie Pie.
"I don't know. It says that this room's the escape route. They got to be here somewhere, keep looking!" Twilight said.
They hurried and still could find no parachutes. There was battering coming from the door. Fluttershy gasped. "Their trying to break in. We have to hurry."
A few bolts from the door were knocked out from all the beating. They could here Nova on the other side. "Come on you bloody mutts! Get in there!"
Rainbow halted momentarily, then jumped up with an epiphany. "I got it! Guys listen to me for a second."
Twilight and the others tuned in. "Alright, Fluttershy? Me and you are going to take three each of these guys and fly as fast and as safe as we possibly can down to the ground. We have to do this Fluttershy, or were going to get caught. Three of you, grab on tight to my tail, and do the same with Fluttershy."
Twilight, Applejack, and Berry Punch clinched on with their teeth. Pinkie, Rarity, and Spike held on to Fluttershy. Rainbow opened the door to the outside. The ship was hovering just above Sweet Apple Acres. "Alright guys, hold on tight, this is gonna be a bumpy ride. Twilight, remember to hold on to that map too!"
And then suddenly, the metal door with the dogs behind, finally gave away. Nova said furiously. "CEASE THEM! QUICK!"
Rainbow shouted. "Jump!"
Dash, with Twilight, AJ, and Punch on back, leaped from the collosal ship to the outside...And Freedom. "Fluttershy...Jump!" Rainbow screamed.
Fluttershy went to jump and was suddenly frozen in air by an immobilizing spell that was perpetuated from the super device on one of the dogs wrist. Rainbow was still high up enough to have realized what just happened. "No! Fluttershy!...Pinkie, Spike, Rarity!" Screamed the terrified pony.
Berry Punches face showed a sense of hopelessness, Applejack lowered her head and folded her ears as she began to sob. Tears ran down Twilights face, she turned her head away. As they watched in horror, the door shut with Fluttershy, Rarity, Spike, and Pinkie tradgically still hostage. Terrible thoughts ran through their heads of what might happen to their friends. "We can't stay here girls...We got to go." Rainbow said as she sobbed.
-----
Spike and the others were returned to their cells by the dogs who were followed by Nova. "Lock the bucking door." He said.
He turned to notice Comet stirred up in another cell, one dog dead, another one still hazey on the ground and Bradshaw just getting up and staggering. "What the bloody buck happened in here?" Said the furious dictator.
"Mr. Sparks, we can explain..." Bradshaw was cut off by Nova.
"I don't care for your explaination Mr. Buckingham, with the technology I give you idiots, you should NOT have had any trouble getting rid of them, especially you Comet. Now thanks to you baffoons, half of them escaped. More importantly, Twilight Sparkle escaped! I suggest you start planning how your going to hunt down these ponies Mr. Buckingham or I will have your head! I can't have Miss Sparkle knowing the information she now knows! Now get up off your asses and get out there!"
"...Right away sir." Bradshaw answered as he unlocked Comets cell. They both trotted off, whispering and arguing with one another.
Nova turned to his two guard dogs. "Lock their cell up, we got work to do. I'm going to arrange a speech in the Ponyville town square. I want you two to round up as many as you can to surround the border on the outskirts of town, the least we can do is stop them from getting any further. Hmmmm There was a Pegasus with them wasn't there? Hmmm. Come on lets go...I'll deal with these four imbeciles later."
As soon as they knew the corrupt ponies and canines were gone, the girls and Spike discussed how they were going to get out of their jam. They whispered to keep their discussion on a down low. "What are we gonna do girls?" Asked the worried Pinkie Pie.
"There's not much we can do dear. My magic won't work against theirs." Rarity said.
Fluttershy sat down and put her hooves over her face "Oooo I hope the other girls are ok."
Spike went over and put his hand on Fluttershy's shoulder. "I'm sure their fine, Rainbow's a strong flyer. They'll make it down safe."
"I can't believe I let myself get so excited over a tourist. I feel like such a fool..." Said Rarity as she her head lowered in shame.
Spike assured. "Come on girls, don't lose faith. Twilight will think of something to get us out. I know she will." 
Pinkie's hair lost it's poof and flattened down. "But her magic isn't strong enough to defeat theirs. (She glanced over at Celestia) Not even the Princess's is enough."
They were all silent as they prayed for their friends safety. Spike looked over to Celestia who was still hurt. "Girls...I think the only thing they can depend on...Is each other now. The same goes for everypony in Equestria...And around the world."
-----
Rainbow safely landed in a field of Sweet Apple Acres. The skies were still clear and sunny out. It was almost dinner time. Applejack galloped as fast as the wind blew, to her house. She leaped the fences and dodged the apple trees. She got to her house and charged in the door way. To her much needed relief. The first face she seen was Appleblooms. Tears streamed down their faces in utter happiness. Applebloom couldn't be happier at that moment, she sprung right up to hug AJ. Applejack embraced her little sister, she felt the strength of her heart restore itself, now that she knew Applebloom was ok. They stood in the doorway, concealing and crying with each other for ten minutes. They didn't need to say anything to know that they were both happy to see once again be with each other. Applejack wiped the tears from her sister's eyes. "No need to cry anymore lil sis. Yer big sister Applejack is home now."
The little one looked up at her sister still whimpering. "Where's Big Macintosh?"
Applejack wept her tears away and thought about it for a second, she tried to think of something to tell her sister. But all she could think of, was the truth. "Big Macintosh was forced to work for that mean pony, but don't worry. Were goin to get em back. Where's everypony? Where's Granny Smith?"
Applebloom stood up and rubbed her hoof over her face to remove the remaining tears. "Their all gone back to Appleloosa, except cousin Braeburn. He decided to stay to look after me and Granny Smith. Ya know, since Big Macintosh ain't here."
Applejack sighed in big relief. "Oh Thank goodness. Cmon sugar cube, show me to Braeburn and Granny Smith."
-----
Meanwhile out in the field, on their way to AJ's, Twilight told Rainbow of what went on when she was talking to Nova Sparks. "He wanted you to join him?" Rainbow said puzzledly.
"Yeah and I told him I'd never turn my back on Equestria. I'm worried Rainbow...His magic IS more powerful then mine. It's something called manarite. A rock that has a magical essence inside. He used it to make powerful weapons made to enslave all of Equestria. Now the Princess is in danger. We just got to think of something!" Twilight exclaimed anxiously.
Rainbow nodded in agreement. "I know. I really hope Fluttershy and the others are ok... The first chance I get, I'm goin after Nova!"
Twilight explained. "Well it looks like your gonna have to wait Rainbow. Cause by the looks of it, he's going to be after us for a while. I'm going to do some research on this manarite. There's got to be someway to counter-act it. Everything has a weakness. But how can I get to the library with all those dogs and rebel ponies that are going to be roaming around?" 
Dash lowered her head to think. "I'm not sure..."
Both of them, then looked puzzled at each other for a second and then looked at Berry Punch who was following behind them. Twilight and Rainbow Dash smiled and nodded at each other. Twilight approached Berry, "Miss Punch? Can I ask you a big favor?"
She looked at Twilight happily, "Of course, it would be my pleasure for you two saving my life. What do you need?"
Twilight looked down at the ground, and then back to Berry Punch, "Well...I need you to go the library in Ponyville and get an important book for me."
Berry Punch was stumped, "But...What if they catch me?"
Twilight shifted her eyes around, pondering an idea. "Hmmm...I got it! I know this identity changing spell, but it will only work for a certain amount of time so you'll have to move fast." She purposed.
Berry Punch sat down and put her hoof on her forehead to think about it. After a brief five minutes of balancing the pros and cons, she replied, "Yes...For Equestria. I'll do it."
Twilight and Rainbow's face lightened up and they gave an encouraging smile, "Alright, were just going to go check this over with AJ. Come on girls!" Twilight said proudly.
-----
They went up to Applejack's and found her in her dining room, with Applebloom, Granny Smith, and her cousin Braeburn, "Oh Hey Braeburn." Greeted Twilight.
"Howdy Twilight Sparkle, Rainbow Dash, (He looks at Berry) and you are?
Berry Punch approached, "I'm Berry Punch."
Rainbow quickly ran through the plan to Applejack, "AJ, Twilight is going to use her magic to change Berry Punch's identity. It's only temporary but it's enough time for her to run into town and grab a book for her."
Applejack replied confused, "Well what in tarnation is so darn important about a book?"
Twilight explained, "Applejack, the magic those ponies were using, it's not ordinary magic. It's something Nova Sparks called manarite. It's rock from a meteor that hit the planet thousands of years ago. Apparently the essence in those rocks are able to overthrow Equestrian magic. I need this book to find a way to stop it, or at least match my magic with theirs. If we can't stop this soon, Nova will keep discovering more powerful methods, and we can't let that happen to Equestria."
Applejack agreed, "Yer right Twilight. Let's do it...But...What if there's no way?"
Twilight focused her eyes on the southern mare and confidently assured, "There's always a way. You ready Berry?"
Berry Punch nodded, "Alright let's go." Twilight said.
Twilight and the other three mares went outside on the road to Ponyville. Twilight explained the plan to Punch, "Ok, you know your way to the library right?"
"Yup." Berry Punch replied.
Twilight continued, "Ok, I'm pretty sure the book were looking for is called Equestrian Geology, The Professors Guide. You'll find it in the educational section. This spell should last about an hour so you'll have to have it done in that time frame. Try to find the quickest way back...Remember, like you said...For Equestria."
"For Equestria." Answered Berry Punch, smiling.
With that, Twilight concentrated, closed her eyes. Her horn began to shine, glistening in the sun, sparkling. Twilight started to sweat. This was a powerful magic spell. Not many ponies knew how to do it well. Twilight mustered all of her strength and then a sudden burst of light struck Berry from Twilights horn. She began to shift, she grew taller, her face reconstructed, her mane shortened and changed from a magenta, to a blue ocean. Her tail also shortened and she changed to blue shade. But her cutie mark stayed the same. Twilight, now exhausted said, "Ok...we need something to cover up her cutie mark."
"Wait right here I'll be back in a minute." Said Applejack.
She returned with a Sweet Apple Acres saddlebag that went over both sides of her flank, "Here, this should do."
"Thank's AJ. Ok Berry, good luck. We'll be here waiting for you." Twilight said.
"Got it. I'll be back ladies."
And with that, she trotted down her way to Ponyville. Their hope lied in her hooves now. She knew this was the only way. If she was caught, Nova's henchmen would surely kill her. These thoughts didn't shake Berry Punch. This was to save Equestria, and if it meant putting her own life in harms way...It had to be done. As Berry Punch headed east to Ponyville, she could see Nova Sparks massive ship lowering to Ponyville. It was obvious that this was to address their escape from them. Now the risk was even higher. But still, Berry Punch pushed forward, determined to find the book. She soon approached Ponyville with armoured dogs and ponies everywhere. She tried not to act nervous. At this very moment she now knew, that she and the others were...Fugitives, on the run.

[...To be Continued]
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Berry Punch made it to the library after a nervous walk through the guard filled streets of Ponyville. Luckily the door was unlocked so she did not appear as an intruder. When she got in, she looked puzzled as all she seen was just entire walls and shelves filled with books. Berry Punch looked all over the room for a directory. It was no where to be found. She rushed around for five minutes until she reluctantly found that the shelves were differentiated by catagory from A to Z. Relieved to have found this out, she finds the educational section and climbs up with the library ladder. She happily finds the book Twilight requested and descends from the ladder. Before she left, she put the book in her saddlebag and locked the door behind her. As she trotted down the streets, a crowd started to form around the town square. The dogs of course were going around telling everypony to meet in the square for an important address for Ponyville from the "now in control" Nova Sparks. Berry Punch tried to find a way out of town but kept getting pushed back by the guard dogs who surrounded every exit out of town. There was no choice, her only hope was to give the book to somepony who could deliver it. It had been fourty minutes since she was transformed. She had another twenty until the spell wore off. Hopefully the speech would not last long. Everypony was directed into the square where a stage had been set up for the announcement. As they waited, the ship hung, suspeneded in the air for about five minutes. Berry Punch kept looking frantically at the clock on the town hall. She looked around and luckily seen Dr. Whooves. She approached him very nervously and hysterical, "Dr. Whooves! Thank goodness. I need you to do me a favor. Please, I need to you."
The Doctor looked surprised and puzzled, "Umm, Excuse me but. Who are you?"
Berry Punch had just remembered that she was still under the spells effect so nopony recognized her. She had to come up with something, "I'm uhhh...Blueberry Twist."
Dr. Whooves still looked confused. Berry tried to hand him the book, "It is of absolute importance that this book is delivered to Sweet Apple Acres. Please sir. You must do this. I'm begging you!"
The annoyed Doctor gave in, "Alright! Alright. Give it here. When should I deliver it?"
"As soon as possible!" The scared pony said.
All of a sudden there was the blazing sound of a horn coming from the airship. Following this, the platform on the bottom of the ship started to descend. Upon the platform stood Comet, Bradshaw Buckingham, two dogs, Nova Sparks...And to everyponies shock, especially Berry Punch's, Big Macintosh, now dressed in the white armour and the his cutie mark had been painted over, with their definitive letter "R" cutie mark. Nova was dressed in a black cloak with a formal suit underneath. His glasses shined in the sun, perpetuating a white, glared look in his eyes. When the platform lowered to the ground, there was a silence over the crowd, they didn't want to be attacked like Berry Punch was. They trotted on up behind the podium, on the stage. Nova Sparks stepped up, ready to address Ponyville with an important message, "Welcome everypony to my first address as your new dictator of Equestria."
He looked around to make sure all exits were closed. He continued, "I'm not even twelve hours into my leadership and I'm already making huge announcements. You will all adapt to the new laws eventually. By now you should all know I announced a curfew, next I would like to point out that anyone entering or exiting any town in Equestria will now have to answer to the new border guards who will survey you prior to your destination. Also any talk of anti-nova remarks will be taken as immediate second level offense. Ah yes the levels of offense. Instead of my high or low discipline ranks. I've decided a numerical system instead. I first level offense results in a warning or a fee. Second level will be a session of lashings and imprisonment. Finally the third degree of offense, will ultimatly result in execution! Four ponies have already reached level three! They managed to escape and are now on the run. I will tell all of you now, anypony with holding illegal refugee's of my law within their premises will result in immediate execution of both refugee's and refugers. Now let me introduce to who is on the hit list."
Comet hands him a sheet of paper, "Miss Twilight Sparkle originally from Canterlot, now residing somewhere in this town. Miss Applejack, member of the Apple family and heir to the Sweet Apple Acres on the outskirts of town. Rainbow Dash. A pegasus from Cloudsdale. Also rumoured to be downed in the vicinity. Finally Miss Berry Punch, not particularly famous around here but has been described with plum colored coat, mulberry mane with fuchsia eyes."
Everypony looked around at each other confused, they wondered why Twilight and the others were on a hit list. The sweat began to round down Berry's forehead. The sun reflected off Nova's glasses and he grinned, "I hope you all have nothing to hide because I will be doing frequent inspections. I won't tell you when, I'm just trusting that you all won't have anything worth hiding. Also to all you dogs and pony soldiers. See to it that these four are shot on the spot within sight. I want them dead. All of em. Now, I take my leave once again to announce this to the other communities of Equestria. But don't worry. I'm appointing Mr. Buckingham here the new mayor of Ponyville, so Madam Mayor. Your services will no longer be required."
The shocked Mayor who was among the crowd, put her head down in shame, and sadness, "Not only that, but my magical assistant Comet will remain down here for sometime to manage the security forces. I hope you will all respect them as much you do me." He laughed at the statement.
He continued to laugh as he and the dogs stepped back on to the platform. Big Macintosh remained to follow Comet. As the ship lifted, Comet gave his commands, "Ok, parties over. Everypony move along, go home."
Everypony started to dispurse, Berry Punch felt relieved as she still had five minutes to leave the town. She tried not to attract any attention. As she neared the edge of town, she took notice of the two guards dogs waiting for anypony coming or going. She closed her eyes, took a deep breath, wiped the sweat from her face, and proceeded to leave, "Excuse me, I need to leave town so if you could just let me..."
"Whoa whoa whoa. You got to through a thorough check first." Said one of the guard dogs.
Berry sighed and willingly accepted. "Well, of course."
The dogs checked her over, looked at her horseshoes, her mane, in her saddlebag, and...Her cutie mark...Her cutie mark. She suddenly remembered that her cutie mark couldn't get transformed. She hoped that they wouldn't recognize it. The sweat began to pour from her again, her heart was racing out of control, her legs shivered, she had a nervous look on her face. The dogs stepped back. Maybe she was cleared to go...Then suddenly the dog whispered something into his radio that was programmed to his wrist machine. She knew right then and there, she was doomed. Sure enough, Comet and Big Macintosh trotted down the road towards them. Comet glanced at her, then to the dogs,  "What's the problem here?"
The dog showed him the cutie mark, "Boss, look at this!"
Comet looked at her, perplexed, "Wait a second."
Comet concentrated and focused his magic on her. He shot a white aura of light at her. The white light shrouded her. She then noticed herself beginning to transform again, back to her former self. Comet had deactivated the spell. She was back in her plum coat, mulberry mane, and fuchsia eyes. Comet gave her an evil smirk. She looked at him very terrorized. Comet turned to Big Macintosh behind him, "Big Mac...Kill her!"
Her look turned to panic, she refused, "No. Please no! Don't do this! Please! I beg you, please!"
The two dogs kicked her back hooves, forcing her to sit down on her flank. Big Macintosh raised his left hoof, made a few adjustments on his wrist gadget. He pointed it at her head at point blank range. Berry stared at the red steed with tearful eyes, "You...wouldn't do this to me...would you Big Macintosh?"
He looked back at Comet, he nodded, approving of the kill, "Eeyup! Orders are orders..."
The stallion of little words pushed the button with his right hoof, releasing a powerful, surging orb of energy through the pony's skull, and she fell, lifelessly to the ground. Big Macintosh had killed Berry Punch instantly in cold blood. Comets laugh was sinister, and he gave one of the dogs an order, "Take the body to Mr. Sparks...He'll want the kill to be confirmed...One down...Three to go...Let's go."
"Eeyup!"
-----
Back at Sweet Apple Acres, the girls lay, waiting around for Berry Punch. It had been over two hours and they began to worry. Rainbow Dash looked down the road, "Where the hay is she?"
"I don't know. She should've been back here an hour ago." Twilight worriedly claimed.
Applejack squinted her eyes and gazed off in the distance, "Hay, there's somepony trottin down the path."
"Is it her?" Twilight asked excitingly.
The pony was brown with a spiky brown mane, it carried something, "It's not her but the ponies comin this way."
As the pony advanced forward, the hour-glass shaped cutie mark became clearer, it was Dr. Whooves. Twilight seen him carrying the book in his saddlebag, she shouted out to him, "Dr. Whooves!"
He looked up in astonishment, looked behind himself, and galloped towards them, "Girls!"
"You got to hide!" He added.
Rainbow Dash asked, "Why? Were safe out here."
Whooves sternly shook his head, "No your not girls. Nova addressed Ponyville about an hour ago. You girls are to be killed on the spot...Berry Punch was caught not too long ago."
They all responded, shocked, "What?!"
He continued, "Yes, it turns out she was caught when she tried to get out of town. I don't want to scare you Applejack...But Big Macintosh was the one who delivered the kill shot."
AJ looked horrified and denied the allegation, "He...He wouldn't...He wouldn't do nothin like that!"
The doctor assured, "He can and he did. I witnessed the entire thing from my office window. I couldn't believe it...Poor Berry Punch. But Big Macintosh...He didn't act normal, it was almost like he was in a trance, a hypnotic state. Through my years of study, I've seen that look before. He stood around waiting for that golden colt Comet to give him orders."
Applejack began to think and then realized the problem, "So that's why...That buckin colt brainwashed him! After we did so much for that no good...That's not important, as relaxed as Big Macintosh is, it'll take a miricle to break em from it."
"Not only that girls, But I should tell you that Nova put forward an act that anypony that is found holding fugitives from his law, will be executed immediately. And his henchmen are going to be wondering around doing random inspection as long as you three are on the run. I don't tell you this to scare, I tell you this as strict information." He concluded.
They nodded, "We understand doctor. And thanks a bunch for bringing my book here." Twilight added.
"What? Oh Yes, your welcome. I didn't know that poor blue pony was Berry Punch. Here." He hands the book to Twilight.
"She'd want you to have this."
"Thank you doctor." Twilight concluded.
"Well I better go. You girls be safe...Your Equestria's only hope now...Good luck."
Rainbow acknowledged, "Thanks Doc. You too."
They all shook hooves with the doctor and he trotted on back to Ponyville and the girls galloped back to Applejacks estate, "What are we going to do now? We can't risk that their going to come by and check the farm." Rainbow put forward.
"We can't stay here, I don't want to put ma lil sisters life in jeopardy." Noted Applejack.
"We'll figure out what to do tonight, and we'll go somewhere else tomorrow." Twilight purposed.
When they walked into Applejacks house. Twilight instantly got to work and sat down to study the book. Applejack thought about how she'd explain to her family that they'd have to leave in the morning. And Rainbow went to catch on some well needed sleep, it had been a long day.
-----
Later that night, around 11:30, Applejack woke the family to announce their leaving, "Cousin Applejack, I don't understand. Why do ya'll have to leave in the mornin?"
Applejack briefly explained, "Braeburn...If me and the girls are found here, their not only goin to kill us. They'll kill who ever takes them in. I don't want to put you, Granny Smith, and especially Appleblooms life in danger that way. You got to understand. We can't stay until we figure a way out of this."
"But, where will you go?" Asked Applebloom anxiously.
AJ thought about it, then shrugged, "We don't yet sis, we'll find out tomorrow mornin."
Applebloom started to become emotional and hugged her big sister, "Please don't go again Applejack. You can't go. I need you here."
AJ took her sister aside, and sat her down. She lifted her hoof to wipe a tear away that was trickling down Appleblooms cheek. She sat down and put her hooves on Appleblooms shoulders, "Now. Ya'll know I wouldn't leave you. I'll always be with you. I'll always be lookin over you. Now c'mere."
She embraced her sister again and kissed her, "Now go on back to bed Sugar Cube, I'll be in to see you morrow mornin."
She turned to Braeburn and her Grandmother, "Ya'll get some sleep too, in fact we should all get some sleep."
-----
Meanwhile, Twilight continued her detailed studies on the rock. She studied where it came from, when it was discovered, the war that sparked over it, how many lives were ruined from it, and every other conveinient fact. Except, how to defeat it. She checked through the unit not once, not twice, nor even three times. Twilight checked over that unit four, thorough times before giving up. She sighed and decided she'd get some sleep. Twilight looked at the time and was stunned to see it was twelve, midnight. It had only been eleven hours since Nova had taken over. He certainly had it figured out quickly. And it didn't take long for him to already start giving inhumaine orders. When she lied back in the guest bed, Twilight wondered how the Princess was doing, how Pinkie, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Spike were doing. She hoped they were ok. She gazed out her bedroom window. Oh How she wished she could be in her bed right now, at the library. Her own, comforting bed with Spike lying in the bed right next to her. She reminisced about the times with her friends in Ponyville. Her memories with the Princess. The winter wrap up, Pinkie's awesome parties, Rarity's fashion show, the Gala. Everything had change. Her friends lives now hung in the balance. She went to close her eyes, but something caught her eye. She lifted her head and gazed out the window. She seen Rainbow Dash out on the balcony, "Now, what's Rainbow doing up?"
Now curious, Twilight got up and trotted into Rainbow's guest room. She opened the door to the outdoor balcony and asked, "Rainbow. You alright?"
Rainbow shed a tear from her eye, "It's all my fault Twilight. I should've thought through the escape plan more. Now Fluttershy and the others are trapped."
Twilight walked up and put her hoof around her, "It is not your fault. I'm sure their fine Rainbow."
Rainbow pushed Twilight away and turned to her aggresively, "Your sure their fine? What if their not...Huh?...They could be dead Twilight! And were down here, waiting for Nova to find us. If only we had all jumped together...And now it's too late."
Twilight got angry, "Now stop thinking like that! I assure you, it's not your fault!"
"THEN WHO'S FAULT IS IT?!" Exclaimed the emotional Dash.
"It's no one's fault except Nova's corrupt mind!" Twilight answered sternly.
She put her hoof back around Rainbow and brought her in close to embrace her, "Were going to beat this Rainbow. Not alone, but together. Everything has a weakness...Even the power of science. And as you could see, even Princess Celestia. I learned everything there is to know about manarite. Now all I got to figure out is how to counter-act it."
Rainbow eventually calmed down and thought about it for a minute, "Yeah, a way to counter-act..."
Rainbow paused "Whats the matter Rainbow?" Twilight asked.
Rainbow looked at Twilight skeptically, "Twilight...A while back when we first started hanging out. You were talking to me about what you learned in the magic academy."
Twilight nodded, "Oh yeah, I remember that. What about it?"
Dash continued, "I remember you telling me that magic was just like light, except it travelled slower and had supernatural effects. And it had no mass, and...It could reflect off mirrors...Just like light. You get what I'm trying to say?"
Twilight pondered it and then her eyes widend as she realized it, "Yeeeah. Rainbow...I think you may have just found a way for us to defend us against this. Mirrors!"
Twilight thought again, "Hmmm...I got an idea!"
Twilight eagerly trotted back inside, "Where you going Twilight?" Rainbow asked.
"I'm going to take some notes, I'll see you all in the morning. Get some sleep. It's going to be another long day tomorrow." Twilight explained.
"Alright. See you Twilight!"
"Bye." Twilight concluded as she trotted off.
Rainbow Dash chose to remain there for a little while longer, she still thought about her trapped friends. She wanted to go to sleep and awake from this horrific nightmare. She wanted to go flying, care-free, as fast as she could. She sadly knew, doing that would surely cause attention and land her, Twilight, and Applejack in danger. She conclusivly sighed, wiped another tear away, and headed off for bed. On her way she thought to herself, "I suggest you enjoy your power while you still can Nova. Cause when the time comes. I'll be face to face with you. Just me and you, then...it will be on. Your going to pay for what your doing to Equestria. For Berry Punch, the Princess, and most importantly...My friends..."

[...To be continued]
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"Mr. Buckingham...Come here will you?" Nova said as he stared out his office window.
Bradshaw who was standing by the door, stepped forward, "What do ya need sir?"
"How is project Meteor coming along?" He asked.
The southern stallion smiled, "Were beginning construction as we speak sir. I gave em the go ahead an hour ago. May I ask you somthing?"
Nova turned his head to the side, "You may."
"Why are we goin ahead with this? Aren't you satisfied with this? Equestria."
He turned back to the window and smirked, "...Equestria is not enough, Mr. Buckingham...When we have this kind of power...Why stop?"
Bradshaw nodded, "I understand sir. I'll be taking a stagecoach back to the mine this afternoon, make sure everything is goin as planned."
Sparks continued to peer out his window, "Excellent Mr. Buckingham, and if you could. When you come back, bring a batch of the refined manarite would you? Mr. Comet and our other Unicorns are running low."
"I'll see it done." Bradshaw said, leaving the room.
Nova stepped away from his window and sat down at his desk. Still smirking, he pressed a button on his desk that activated an intercom. He spoke into the mic that lay in front of him, "Calling Dr. Tavor. Repeat, calling Dr. Tavor. Report to head office at once..."
He switched off the intercom and rested his elbows on his desk, put his front hooves together in a thinking pose. A lime green Unicorn, wearing a white lab coat, entered the room, "You called Mr. Sparks?"
He glanced up at him and dashingly said, "Please have your scientists finish up on the new machine. I wish to test it on Celestia tonight."
"Affermative sir."
The scientist Unicorn left the room, Nova thought to himself, "Tonight Celestia, you will hand over what I value most, or I shall take it by force. Either way, tonight I will be reunited with my horn once again..."
-----
Back on Sweet Apple Acres, it was still early in the morning. Applejack, Rainbow, and Twilight were getting ready to pack up. AJ had already made her good-bye's with Braeburn and Granny Smith. Braeburn had agreed to stay there until they returned (whenever that may be). She was about to open the door to Appleblooms room. Though she stopped half way through to think about the wonderful memories they shared, their times apple bucking, even though Applebloom was never very good at it. The memories of the sisterhooves social, working chores around the farm. They had bonded so closely, it stuck in Applejack's heart like a knife. But it had to be done, for Appleblooms safety, her and the girls had to leave Sweet Apple Acres. She slowly opened the door, Applebloom slept ever so sweetly. AJ smiled warmly at her, she wanted to close the door and let her sleep. But she knew Applebloom would be upset if she didn't see her off. She sighed and approached the side of her bed. Applebloom continued to sleep away as she sat down beside her bed. The little filly snuggled up with a stuffed pony doll that Applejack had passed down to her long ago, seeing the doll filled Applejack with nostalgia of when she used to take her little sister for walks when she was much younger, how Applebloom would drag it along as they went for gallops in the fields. It was her best friend until she met Scootaloo and Sweetie Belle, but it was still her bed time buddy. Applejack began to cry softly. She concealed it enough so Applebloom wouldn't awaken. She felt horrible, leaving her family yet again. Especially sweet, sensitive Applebloom who so much, looked up to her big sister. Applejack continued to sob, as she brushed her hoof through Applebloom's mane. She looked over on to her sister's nightstand and seen her school note book, with a pen. She glanced back over to Applebloom and smiled through her tears. AJ took the pen and paper and began to write a note for her little sister, instead of waking her up. She knew it would be easier for both of them this way, especially for Applejack. When she was finished, she laid the note on her bedside clock, she wouldn't miss it there. As she wepted away more tears, she tucked Applebloom in to get her comfortable. She kissed her and caressed her mane one last time. Before Applejack changed her mind of leaving, she took a deep breath and left the room.
Twilight and Rainbow were downstairs, packing their saddlebags for the journey. Where they were going? They didn't know, but they weren't staying. Twilight packed the book Berry Punch sacrificed herself for. She loaded three hoof-held mirrors they could use against the rebels overwhelming magic. Among other things packed were limited food supplies, and a few survival tools. Twilight was incredibly tired. She had been working early that morning on her plan. Rainbow and Applejack were yet to find out what that was. It must have been heavily detailed, she was only able to get a couple hours of sleep. She spent the entire night going over her research on the manarite. She conjured up what she learned in magic school, and it was theoretically possible that even this kind of magic could deflect off mirrors. It was still a theory otherwise, it would have to be tested if they were about to be caught. Applejack hollered from the top of the stairs, "You gals just about ready?"
"Almost, AJ!" Twilight replied.
Rainbow threw one bag over her, "I'll carry the food."
She tosses another saddlebag up to Applejack, "Here AJ, you can carry the tools."
Twilight put her bag on, "And I'll be carrying the books and mirrors."
Applejack looked puzzled, "Uhhhh Mirrors?"
Twilight smiled cleverly, "It'll all make sense when I explain, lets get going."
As the girls trotted out the door, Applejack's heart sank, but she confidently broke a smile through her sadness. She knew she'd return one day. To spend all the time she wanted with Applebloom. It's what she would want. When they got to the road, they started heading away from Ponyville, in the other direction on the road. Rainbow asked Twilight, "Ok, so. What's this big plan of yours?"
"Girls, were going to canyon." Twilight said proudly.
"The canyon?" Dash questioned.
"Yep. I did a lot of studying last night, and the rock that produces their powerful magic is located somewhere in the canyons."
Applejack was confused, "But those canyons are huge! It could take days to find them. It's going to take hours to get to the canyons anyways."
"Not necessarily AJ, the rock was produced by a large meteorite that hit the planet centuries ago. It can't be that hard to find a crater in the ground." Twilight clarified.
Applejack nodded lightly, "Yeah I suppose yer right. Still gonna take a while though. Rainbow, how much food did ya pack?" She asked.
"I stuffed the bag as much as I could. It may only last us a couple days though." She answered cautiously.
"Don't worry girls, I'm sure we'll find it." Twilight gladly assured.
"Why do ya got them mirrors packed anyway?" Applejack wondered.
Twilight smiled, "Thanks to Rainbow Dash, I was reminded of my studies in magic school. Magic works similar to light. It may be slower, but it has no mass, and it can reflect off mirrors. Yet with Nova's magic, I'm not 100% if it will work, but it's our only shot...Girls, if anything should happen to any one of us, I just want to say I love you girls..."
Applejack and Rainbow looked at each other, glanced back and nodded, "We love ya too Sugar Cube." AJ happily confirmed.
"Yeah, we always will." Rainbow added.
Twilight smiled confidently, "Then lets get to it! Let's find out the secret of this manarite, foil Nova's plans, and save our friends."
And with that they galloped off, destined for the desert where the canyons were located. They didn't know how long their trip was going to take but it was their only chance at finding out what lies behind the secrets of Nova's manaressence magic.
-----
Later that morning, Applebloom had finally awoken. She looked around her room confused, she thought Applejack was going to see her before she left. Applebloom sat up cheerfully, she figured that maybe she didn't have to leave. Then she seen the note on her clock that AJ had left, that clicked her back into reality. She was puzzled once again, she pondered why Applejack wouldn't wake her up. She leaned over and grabbed the note to read it. 
It read; 
"Dear Applebloom,
If you are reading this, then I am already gone. You looked so happy sleeping this morning. I didn't want to disturb you. I just want to let you know that your the most important thing in my life right now. Knowing that you'll be safe is more than enough to keep me going. You listen to Cousin Braeburn and Granny Smith while I'm gone you here? You stay away from town until I come back. Braeburn will take care of everything you need. Believe me, this is harder for me then it is for you. I would never leave you if I didn't have to. This is for your safety. I love you Sugar Cube, I always will.
Love, Applejack"
After reading the letter, Applebloom remained silent. She looked out the window, out in the distance. She held the letter close to her heart and started to weep. But then Applebloom understood what Applejack did for her and the family. It was for the best. So she picked herself up and wiped away her tears, "Good luck AJ...Be safe ya hear?"
-----
Meanwhile, back on board Nova's ship, Spike and the others were trying to scheme a way for them to escape. Spike tried to visualize the path they had taken in their first attempt for freedom. He was trying to contemplate another escape route, "You think of anything yet?" Asked Pinkie.
"No Pinkie Pie, stop asking. Thats the 10th time you've asked me already." The annoyed Spike answered .
"Oooh, I hope the girls are alright. I'm worried about them." Said Fluttershy, timidly as always.
Rarity fixed her mane, "I'll never find my prince. I am cursed. Blessed in beauty, cursed in commitment..."
Spike put his arm around Rarity, "Don't put yourself down like that Rarity, your bound to find someone. Perhaps your problem is, your looking too far. For instance, Prince Blueblood is royalty, and Buckingway is from New Buck City. Maybe your prince, is closer then you think." He said nonchalantly.
Rarity looked at him and nodded, but didn't catch on to what he really meant, "Oh maybe your right Spike, maybe I just...Wait a minute, Buckingway?"
Spike realized what he just said and it refreshed his memory, "Oh Thats right! Girls, Buckingham isn't his real name."
Rarity was lost, "Then...Who is he?"
All the girls listened in, "His name is Diamond Bradshaw Buckingway. I found his name in a book. I came across a section called New Buck Cities Most Infamous Con-Artists. Ten years ago, he was banished from Equestria for commiting the biggest heists ever to be pulled off. A few times, he even got away with as much as over a million bits! He was eventually tipped off and sent to Canterlot court where he was trialed for illegally having over 50 million bits in his possession. The Princess convicted him and banished him from Equestria. He changed his name to Bradshaw Buckingham shortly after."
"My goodness, I've been so oblivious." Rarity said as she put her hoof on her head.
Fluttershy assured, "Rarity you did nothing wrong. None of us saw it."
"Oh my gosh! Did you hear that Princess?!" Pinkie exclaimed.
Celestia was lying down in the cell on the otherside of the room, "Yes little one, and I remember it easily. I remember Nova just as well."
Spike and the girls were curious, "What about Nova?" Asked Spike.
"Nova was known as the smartest pony in Equestria at one point. He had won many awards for his knowledge. Unfortunatly, he used his prize money for...Unusual research."
"What do you mean your highness?" Fluttershy wondered.
Celestia closed her eyes to think for a moment, she sighed and firmly continued explaining, "Nova Sparks wanted to learn ways to enhance the powers of magic. I told him time, and time again that magic wasn't meant to be used for scientific experiments and it could've landed him in a lot of trouble, which it did. He and his accomplices at the time, performed experiments and surgery on Unicorn test subjects. Injecting them with different hormones, chemicals, and implanting microchips. Well most of the time the results came back negative, no difference...Except for one incident."
Rarity cringed slightly, "W-w-what happened?"
"He was a colt, his name was Boxer. He desperately needed the bits for his family, so he accepted the experiments. Unfortunatly after his surgical implant, he was cleared to go out in public. On his way home, he lost his sanity and went on a violent rampage. His magic had enhanced, but his fury had increased much, much more. I guess you could say he had more heat, then light. Anyway, he used his magic to injury many ponies on the streets, and thanks to his involuntary acts, three ponies...Passed away from their injuries. Boxer lost everything and is now in intensive mental care. Nova was snooped on by one of his fellow scientists. He was put on trial for illegal use of genetic research, involuntary mareslaughter, and of course malpractice. He was found guilty and the jurors wished for capital punishment so I had no choice but to revoke him of his horn, and banish him. Yes, Nova was a Unicorn. And now that he's discovered this powerful magic, he's taking revenge for what was his fault. He must be stopped, but this device he attached to my horn, renders my magic useless. I'm afraid our only hope relies on Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash."
"Oh my..." Rarity said, who shivered at the story.
"There has got to be someway for us to get a message to Twilight." Said Spike.
"I'm afraid we'll just have to wait Spike." Celestia stated.
-----	
Up in his office, Nova was over looking some schematics, when there was a sudden knocking at the door, "What is it? I'm very busy!" He exclaimed angerly.
"It's Comet sir, we have Ponyville's former Mayor like you requested." The golden pony responded.
Nova's eyes widend, "Uhh, Right, I had completely forgotten. You may enter!"
Nova shoved his blueprints in his desk drawer and sat down. Comet, accompanied by Big Macintosh, entered with the Mayor. Her legs shivered in fear, and she felt intimidated as Big Mac sat her down in front of Sparks desk, "Ah Yes, the former Mayor of Ponyville. I've been expecting you."
The Mayor spoke nervously and kept studdering, "T-t-thank you M-mr. Sp-sp-sp-SPARKS!"
Nova chuckled, "Please calm down my dear, is that anyway to respect your dictator?"
"I'm s-s-s-sorry sir." Madam Mayor apoligized.
Nova placed his elbows on his desk, his hooves once again in that thinking pose. He made motions with his hooves as he spoke, "Anyway, let's get down to business shall we? I believe I recall you on a particular selected jury years ago at a certain court hearing, do you remember that?"
The Mayor tried to calm down, "Y-yes, I do."
Nova laughed, "Ah I knew you would! I also remember that you read the deliberations, isn't that correct?"
"I did yes. But please be reasonable..."
Nova cut her off and thrashed off his seat, "DON'T TELL ME TO BE REASONABLE YOU TROLLOP!"
The Mayor put her head down and began to pout. Nova continued, "I was removed of my horn, EXILED from Equestria; and you are so bold as to ask me to be reasonable? I'm afraid your wrong my dear. Do you have any idea what it's like to be banished? Exiled from society forever? I distinctly remember you gladly, proudly, confidently reading out the deliberations! (Mocks her) We the jury, find the Unicorn, Nova W. Sparks. Guilty on all three accounts. Illegal genetic tamporing, malpractice, and involuntary mareslaughter. All three with capital punishments. All capital? ALL OF THEM? You've got some nerve down playing me!"
He furiously went around his desk and pulled out a concealed firearm from inside his coat pocket. A silver plated energy blaster, he pointed it directly at the Mayor who quivered down at his hooves and kept whispering while weeping, "Please don't shoot, please, please, please don't shoot me. I don't want to die."
He looked at her with a blank, pitiful look on his face, "I'm not going to shoot you."
The Mayor kissed his hooves with joy, "Oh Thank you, thank you ever so much."
Nova pulled his hooves away, concealed his gun back in his coat, and trotted back to behind his desk, "Macintosh...Shoot that sorry excuse for a justice representative..."
The Mayor suddenly had a look of despair, shaking her head rapidly, "No, no, no, PLEASE!"
Big Mac looked over at Comet who nodded at him for approval, and with that, raised his hoof and shot the Mayor in the heart. She fell to ground with a petrified look of terror on her face. It satisfied Nova Sparks and he made a very sinister smirk, "Get her out of here. Dump her anywhere you feel like, just out of my sight."
"Big Mac, do it!" Ordered Comet.
Big Macintosh lifted the bloody, lifeless body of the Mayor and trotted out the room. Comet approached to the front of Nova's desk, "Sir, is there anything else you need me to do?" He asked.
Nova, stared out his window yet again, turned his head to the side, "As a matter of fact. There is."
The golden horned colt grinned, "Anything at all sir."
"Please collect Celestia for me. Take her down to the new laboratory. I want to her prepped for the experiment."
Comet was confused, "What experiment sir?"
He turned back to Comet and sat down, sternly saying, "I'm not paying you to question me, I'm paying you to take my orders now go! And get someone up here clean up the blood on the floor."
Comet nodded and backed away, "Right away Mr. Sparks."
Nova once again removed his gun from his coat. Caressed it, and sniffed the barrel of it, and chuckled as he stated,  "Ahhh, I love the smell of blood and silver in the afternoon."

[...To be Continued]
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Chapter 9 There's No News, Like Bad News
It had been long afternoon on the road. The girls had been walking since 5:30am. It was now 3pm and they were beginning to get tired. Rainbow Dash yawned, "Hey girls? Do you think we could lay down for a bit. I could use a quick nap."
"A little break wouldn't be a bad idea." Said Applejack, nodding.
Twilight shook her head, "We can't stop yet. Just another few miles to go, and then we should be entering the canyons."
"Come on Twilight, It's not like Nova is gonna find us way out here. We're far from Ponyville." Rainbow assured.
Twilight thought about it for a moment. They could rest up for a little while but would have to be back on the road as soon as possible. She slowed down and sighed, "Alright, but only for an hour or so. I want to make the Canyon before sunset."
Rainbow and Applejack smiled as they gladly pulled off the trail and rested down in front of a huge boulder. Dash unloaded some food and chowed down, while AJ tilted her hat down over her eyes, put her hooves behind her head, and had a little shut-eye. Twilight looked up in the sky and noticed there were a few clouds coming over head. She went to lie down and pulled out her book on the manarite. She went through it, looking for the best estimated location where the meteorite may had struck. They still had at least three more hours of galloping before they got to the canyons. Twilight began to think of how Spike and the others were doing. Were they safe? Were they still locked up? Were they released?...Were they dead? The most frightening thoughts ran through her head. Nova's power had spread throughout Equestria like rapid fire. She was completely boggled on how he could obtain such a massive army of rebels. He must've had a lot of connections. She wanted to get her hooves on some of the manarite. Examine it, study it, test it, do something with it. She felt contempt and somewhat safe as long as she had those mirrors with her. Although it was still only speculation that they could protect her from Nova's magic. Her mind soon began to drift. Back in time, hanging around with all of her friends. Spending hours and hours with Spike at the library, talking about all sorts of topics. Going down to Sugar Cube Corner, eating, baking, and especially partying with Pinkie Pie, Twilight missed her randomness...And happiness. She also missed spending time with Rarity, having sleepovers, days at the spa, chit-chat and gossiping, and helping her with her dresses. She missed hanging out with Fluttershy. Playing with her animals, her devotion for nature, her kindness, and her full commitment for caring about her friends.
Twilight looked over at the relaxed Rainbow Dash. She remembered how she'd be helping Rainbow with a new trick, or watching her perform, her give-it-all attitude for a mission. Rainbow looked happy as she stretched out, relaxed. But Twilight knew her mind was on the others. Her friends and family in Cloudsdale, and of course, getting her hooves on Nova. Twilight then glanced over at Applejack, who was fast asleep. She flashed back to their times at the farm. Helping her with chores, bucking. She wasn't very good at it, but AJ was patient with her. Going for runs in the field, baking apple treats, Applejack knew how to be there for a friend. Loyal, honest, and steadfast through and through. It was only easy to tell that AJ thought about Applebloom. Because while they were galloping, Twilight had noticed Applejack shed a tear now and again, she loved her sister and Twilight knew it just pained Applejack to leave her little sister yet again, especially in this time of need. There was one more pony on Twilights mind...Princess Celestia. What did Nova want with the Princess? What was going to happen to her? All those questions ran through her thoughts, not just for the Princess, but for all her friends. What did Nova had in store for Equestria? Everything in her land had drastically changed with a heart beat. One minute, Equestria stands for harmony, and virtues. Now it's all about science, and power. Corruption of system that has infected Equestria. Was it still salvagable? They would all have to wait to find out.
-----
Half an hour had passed and the girls were still on break. Rainbow continued to lay in the sun, not asleep, but still taking it easy. The other girls slept on while Rainbows mind wondered. After all the madness that went on the past couple days, it felt ever so good to get a well needed break. But then, Rainbow noticed something. She got up and heard the sound of wheels. Dash trotted over and seen an approaching stagecoach down the road from Ponyville's direction. She alerted Twilight and Applejack, "Girls! Wake up. Girls! There's someone coming, we got to hide."
Applejack tipped her hat back up, still groggy, "W-w-whats with all the hollerin Rainbow? I'm tryin to get a lil shut eye here."
Rainbow exclaimed, "AJ we have to hide. Somepony's coming this way!"
The sleepy pony suddenly sprang up, "What?! Grab the bags. Twilight? Get up!"
Twilight quickly awoke, stirred up, "Girls, what's going on?"
Rainbow and Applejack shouted at her, "There's someone coming down the road, this way!"
They collected all their items and stored them back in their saddlebags. Applejack exclaimed worriedly, " W-where we gonna hide?"
Rainbow looked at the boulder, "Quick! Behind the rock!"
The girls swiftly lurked behind the large rock and waited for the stagecoach to pass. As it came closer, Twilight peeked up over the rock for a look. It was being pulled by four, white armour ponies. That's when it clicked into Twilights head, that they must be working for Nova, "Girls. Those ponies are members of Nova's army! Don't make any sudden moves."
"No worries about that." Said Applejack quietly..
Twilight continued to focus on the passing stagecoach. It became definitive that they were working for Nova, when the stagecoach appeared to have the letter "R" on the side of it. Twilight still never knew what it really meant, but she knew that it meant it was Nova's. Twilight wondered why they might be all the way out here, besides looking for them. It just might pay off to find out where that carrier is going, "Girls. I got an idea!"
"What is it Twilight?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
Twilight looked down at them and smiled, "Let's find out where their going, let's follow behind them."
"Are you crazy?" Asserted Applejack.
Twilight rolled her eyes, "Listen I know it's risky, but it's a good opportunity to find out more about them. They might even be heading to the mine as well! This way, we won't waste our time trying to find it."
Rainbow and Applejack looked at each other for a moment, then nodded to each other in agreement, "Alright, were with ya Twi." Answered AJ.
"Thanks girls. Let's go!"
They threw their bags over their flanks and quickly, yet carefully trailed behind the stagecoach. They made sure that they stayed to one side to the road, incase the ponies up ahead should look back or stop. Twilight was certain that this stagecoach, was on its way to the manarite mine. This was their ticket on the road to freedom.
-----
After another few hours of galloping, the girls finally crossed into the canyon. They were still following behind the carrier and it was at that moment, when Twilight realized, their leading them to the mine. They trotted down hills to the bottom of the canyonlands. There were many elaborate twists and turns. It would've taken weeks for the girls to find the mine. The canyonlands were all grey and brown, cliffs and steeps. But as they went further into the meandering paths. They began to notice a change in the hue of the rocks on the walls of the canyon. A black hue, they were getting close. They started to smell smoke, charcoal, factory exhaust and they heard various machinary. The girls looked at each other with worry, the mine was still in full operation. Twilight, Rainbow, and Applejack slowed down and hid behind a rock pillar as the stagecoach finally came to a stop at an opening to a cave, "That must be where the entrance is." Whispered Rainbow.
"Alright girls, this is it. Were going to know the secret behind the manarite." Mentioned Twilight.
Applejack cringed, "Phew, well boy howdy. What a stench comin from that cave."
Twilight chuckled and agreed, "Oh Yeah, it's going to stink but it's better then having Equestria suffer for years on end."
"I can see where yer comin from Twi, but how are we even gonna get in there?" AJ asked.
They watched one of the ponies who had been pulling the stagecoach, he detached himself and went around the left side to open the door. The girls watched, and were surprised, as Bradshaw Buckingham stepped from the carrage, smiling to his henchmen, "Buckingham? Alright girls, something must be about to go down." Twilight said nervously.
"How are we going to get in there?" Asked Rainbow.
Bradshaw mumbled something to his stallions as they all detached themselves from the stagecoach. He directs them inside and he follows. Two Unicorn guards exit and patrol the entrance, "Now what are going to do?" Rainbow complained again.
Applejack turned to Twilight, "You got any ideas Twilight?"
She thought, and looked at the guards. Twilights eyes widend and she grinned, "Oh I've got an idea alright. I think it's about time we tried out our mirrors."
"Twilight, are you 100% sure that this plan will work?" Rainbow asked skeptically.
Twilight replied calmly, "Rainbow, what other shot do we have? It's either all, or nothing."
Twilight extended her hoof out, "For Equestria?"
Applejack and Rainbow nodded as they threw their hooves in as well, "For Equestria!"
Twilight passed them over their mirrors and tried to figure a way to approach the guards. She looked back and nodded to her friends. Twilight took a deep breath and while the guards weren't paying attention, she used her magic to lift a rock that was on the ground and threw it at one of the guards. They were startled, "Who was that?! Show yourself!"
Twilight, Rainbow and AJ came out from behind the pillar. Applejack smiles and winks at them, "Howdy fellas!" 
"Get them!" Hollered one guard.
They charged their magic and Twilight began to countdown, "3.......2........1......"
The rebel Unicorns fired two, fully charged energy blasts, "Now!"
The girls raised their mirrors. They could feel the heat of the attack before it was anywhere near them. The Unicorns laughed at them as the three mares stood their, expecting the blasts to incinerate them. But then, their miraculously shocked when they see the orbs of power reflected right back at them. They ducked the powerful shot and gazed at the sudden smuldering hole in the rock wall behind them. One guard turned around, and got bucked in the head by Applejack. He smashed into the wall and blacked out. The other one began to charge another shot but was foiled by Rainbow Dash, who flew up with an in-flight roundhouse kick which left the other Unicorn knocked out as well. Now that both guards had been incapacitated, Twilight smiled and lead her fellow fugitives inside the cave. To learn more on the power manarite, and uncover the real history behind it.
They ducked passed other guards, and hid in the dark wall crevices when necessary. They still carried their mirrors in their saddlebags in case they needed them again. Twilight scrubbed her hoof down the wall. Feeling the texture of the manarite deposits in the wall. It felt like a variation of coal. But instead of a fire starter, it was a magic enhancer. They continued through the dark tunnels until they came to this enormous production room, with conveyor belts, ore refineries, and of course miners. Dogs with pickaxes, and Unicorns operating the refinery. The girls were astonished, "I don't believe it...This is incredible!" Twilight exclaimed with her eyes wide open.
Perched a top the large room, was a balcony. They seen Buckingham who stood, watching the progress. He glazed his eyes over the crowd and then disappeared through a door behind him, "I bet we could know a lot if we seen what was behind that door." Said Rainbow.
Twilight nodded, "Let's sneak around and see if we can find another way up."
So the girls crept around corners, behind the machinary, ducked under tables. This was now a full fledged espionage mission. They snuck passed a small patch of manarite ore and Twilight grabbed some samples to stuff in her bag. The girls trotted by a lab, they peeked in through a window in the door and seen more conveyor belts of refined manarite entering the room through an opening in the wall, dumping itself into a large machine. Various chemicals inside tubes, injecting into the machine. Scientists stood around, taking notes, monitoring the progress. Twilight thought to herself, "Are they making what I think their making?" 
The machine was attached to the wall on the other side of the room, there must have been another conveyor belt so the girls continued to the next room. They looked inside and saw small bottles of a silvery, translucent substance. Twilight realized that it just might be the silverblood sirum Nova was talking about. The scientists tested each bottle, filling a siringe, and injecting it at the base of a random Unicorn's horn. The scientists asked the Unicorn to shoot a target with his magic. The girls were overwhelmed with the results. There had been a target on one of the walls of the room, you'd say that was never anything there before. It disintegrated. Twilight thought about getting her hooves on a vial of it but that would be too risky. At the end of the hallway they travelled down, was a door. A strange metal door with a secretive design. The girls looked at each other for a moment and then Twilight decided to turn the knob...What was on the other side put the look of fear in the mares eyes.
In the middle of yet another massive production room was not ore, conveyer belts, refineries, nor chemical experiments...But a warhead, a bomb, an act for war. It was collosal, enough to obliterate an entire community easily, plus more. The girls couldn't take their eyes off it. It was a dark green missile, a fifteen foot high, super bomb. With a radio-active symbol on it and the words project: meteor written on the side. Applejack whispered, "What in tarnation is project meteor?"
Twilight looked puzzled, "I have no clue but I don't like the looks of it."
Rainbow asked, "Where do they plan on using that thing?"
"The only place I can see them firing that weapon at, is Nydeabaen, the Griffon Alpines. That bomb would surely spark a war between our Kingdoms. This is so bad." Twilight whispered worriedly, shaking her head.
Twilight looked up at a suspended office room in the upper deck of the room, "Let's go up there and see if we can find anything important."
The girls crept as quietly and as quickly as they possibly could. Being caught would mean immediate death. They were so close to knowing of Nova's plans. What his conquest was. Twilight thought to herself, "Isn't Equestria enough for this guy?"
They got to the upper level, and approached the door. Luckily when they looked through the window, nopony was there. Applejack kept watch in case somepony came.Twilight and Rainbow looked around the office, for documents, evidence, recordings, anything that could help them. Twilight couldn't find anything in the cabinets. Nothing but junk, although there was one file on manarite, she took it and stuffed it in her bag. Rainbow was searching the drawers of a desk and was lucky enough to find classified files on project: meteor, "Hey Twilight! I found something."
"What is it?" She asked as she approached.
They read through the document and were shocked to had discovered something awful, "A-a-a-applejack? Come here." Said the frightened Twilight.
Applejack looked back before she went in, "What is it girls?"
She looked through the pages of the folder and it was almost as her coat went pale. The notes of the file read, "Upon completion of project: meteor, the preparations for the attack upon the Nydeabaenian capital of Lochcrest will begin. It is likely that the Griffons will retaliate. Not too worry. While us executive members of the soon, official Equestria Novan Council, rest in the background. Many Stallions and Unicorns from all over Equestria, will be drafted to war against the opposition. While the numbers of Nydeabaenians fall, simultaneously Equestrians dying as well. We'll be plotting for our take over in Nydeabaen. The ore inside the mountains are said to be plenty valuable and we will excavate the minerals to further advance our technology. If we succeed, or WHEN we succeed this operation. The validity and assurance of project: singularity will be under way. Equestria is not enough comrades, we will have the world."
"Boy howdy. This is scary stuff." Applejack said shivering, wiping the sweat from her head.
"Project: singularity? If Equestria goes to war, it'll ruin everything. Equestria won't be in trouble...The world will be." Said Twilight.
Rainbow exclaimed, "We have to stop this before it's too late!" 
"...It's already too late you little fillies!"
The girls were startled by a voice at the door. Buckingham had discovered them. He was accompanied by his four stallions that pulled his stagecoach. They held sharp spears, pointed at them while Bradshaw directed his wrist gadget towards them. He smiled, "Looks like I'm gonna get a promotion, three fillies, with one shot. Don't y'know it's impolite to peek yer heads in other pony's drawers?"
"You'll never get away with this crazy plan!" Twilight said fiercely.
"You ladies got no clue of how smart Nova really is do you? He's gotten us this far. He'll get us even further. I could kill you girls right now if I want too. But I'll leave it up to Mr. Sparks himself. He might want to see you girls off in person."
Buckingham pushed the radio button on his device, "Sir, I've found the fillies we've been lookin for. You want me to get rid of em now? Or should I let you take care of em personally?"
Nova spoke through the other side, "Excellent Mr. Buckingham, you'll be rewarded for your actions. Bring them to me, I have something to show them...Personally I want them to see what I will accomplish. It will be a fantastic show."
Bradshaw laughed, "You heard em ladies, let's go!"
Being threatened with spears, the girls had to give in. Buckingham placed chains he got from a locker in the office, on the girls necks and linked them together like slaves. He also locked Rainbow's wings in place with another wrap of chains and placed a cone-shaped apparatus on Twilights horn, "This here will stop you from usin yer magic. Nova invented it himself. Told ya he was smart."
Buckingham smirked with that response but it didn't shake Twilight, "He may think he's invincible but everything has a flaw!"
The southern colt smacked Twilight across the face, "Shut yer mouth, yer givin me a headache. Let's move out! And don't forget to take a pallot of Silverblood with us. Mr. Sparks wanted it."
"Yes sir." Said one of the rebel ponies.
As they were escorted unwillingly through the tunnels, the girls whispered among one another, "What do we do now Twilight?" Asked Rainbow nervously.
"Were in a mighty bad situation here." Applejack added.
Twilight looked back and forth between her two friends. She closed her eyes, "Let's just hope they don't search our saddlebags, or were done for."


[...To be continued]
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Chapter 10 The Diamond Standard
"Move along little fillies. Sit in the back seats." Bradshaw said as he loaded Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow in the stagecoach.
Locked in chains and magic proof barriers, the girls were powerless as of then. Bradshaw climbed in the front seats, facing the girls. He smiled as he looked at the mares, and poured a drink from his mahogany wood cabinet that was on the wall of the stagecoach. He wafted a bottle and poured some into a small glass. He dropped a couple ice cubes into it from the bucket that was beside him. He raised his glass to the girls, "78 year old Manehatten Bourbon, drank only on special occasions. (He sips) And I think this calls for a drink."
He sat there in his expensive suit, drinking the most expensive beverage in Manehatten, smiling, satisfied, he knew he'd get something big for this. He sipped his drink again, "So, ladies. What do ya think of the plan?"
Applejack leered at him, "Just what do ya'll expect to get out of blowin up the Griffon Alps? Yer only goin to start a war that'll destroy both of our lands!"
He laughed as he stared at his glass, "Mr. Sparks has this planned ahead you idgit. We only want Nydeabaen to mine for the rocks inside the mountains. Project: singularity needs it. Once their army is wiped out almost completely, we'll deliver the final blow."
"But yer puttin all of Equestria in danger! So many lives will be lost...It'll be chaos!" Exclaimed Applejack.
"And wouldn't that be excitin, don't you think? You'd be puttin a show on fer Mr. Sparks, while ya'll be killin each other down on the ground. With project: singularity, we'll have the most powerful army in the world! Every land will fear us. A dictatorship keeps the society on it's hooves, ready for anything. It'll be a strict life, but a safe life." He explained.
"Everypony should live in freedom and harmony, not in fear and hopelessness. Mark my words. Your magic will fail ya'll" AJ assured.
Bradshaw laughed and sipped his drink again, "Your very funny, and very assertive...I like that in a filly."
He winks at her as he takes another sip. Applejack looks at him skeptically, "Oh You got to be kiddin me. Not even in yer dreams!"
He cracked up again. Twilight had enough, "Alright that's enough! Just where are you taking us?"
"To Cantlerlot." He said.
"Nova has claimed Celestia's castle as his own, And were gonna swing by Ponyville, see how everyponies gettin along with their new lives."
"Where's Fluttershy and our other friends?!" Rainbow Dash hollered.
Bradshaw was startled by the outburst and spilled some of his Bourbon over himself. He laughed, "Ladies...You don't need to worry about them anymore. Their being...Taken care of."
The girls suddenly expressed a look of shock as they felt their hearts sink. Rainbow's eyes widend with anger, "WHAT DID YOU DO TO THEM! WHERE ARE THEY?" Rainbow screamed as she thrusted forward, and choked Bradshaw.
The commotion caused the stagecoach to pull off the road. It almost rolled over until the white-maned stallion hit Rainbow over the head with his glass and balanced his weight on one side. Dash fell to the floor dazed. Twilight and Applejack helped her up into her seat, examining the wound on her head from the glass. Buckingham looked at her furiously, and he yelled out the window to two of the stallions pulling the carrage, "You two! Get over here and open the door!"
Two of them came along and opened the door. He got out and pointed at Rainbow, "Get her out here."
They unlocked Rainbow from the chains (except her wings), and held her outside the carrage. Twilight and Applejack watched nervously. Bradshaw grabbed a baton that had been carried by one stallion, "Hold her tightly!"
They stood her up as Bradshaw wailed the club at her. In her gut, at her head, her legs, her back. Repeatedly beating her for two long minutes until she was crying. Bradshaw wiped the sweat from his forehead when he was done, "Alright, that'll shut her up for a while. Lock her back up...and chain her hooves together till we get to Canterlot."
Applejack hugged Twilight who sobbed over Rainbow. Dash was propped up in her seat as Buckingham directed the ponies back to their harnesses and got back inside. He poured another drink, this time he did not smile, just looked at Rainbow with the most serious look. He turned to Twilight and Applejack, "One of you try a stunt like that and I'll beat the flanks off ya."
The two terrified mares said nothing as they tended to Rainbow. Applejack tore off a piece of her hat and placed it over Rainbow's aggrivated gash on the side of her head, she wrapped her tail buckle around it to have it act as a tourniquet. She looked back at Bradshaw as she rubbed her hoof over Rainbow's bandaged wound, "Is this what you call a safe life?"
This time, there was no grin, "If I didn't say safe but strict, believe me she'd be dead right now..."
Twilight wrapped her arm around Rainbow's head and leaned it in towards her to rest. Rainbow looked up at Twilight, her eyes just barely open. Almost in a catatonic state, but still understandable. She whispered, "Twilight...I want to go home...I'm scared."
Twilight looked into her eyes, and embraced into her. It was the first time she'd ever heard Rainbow admit she was afraid. She wanted to go home. Her words sunk into Twilight. She could see the fear in Rainbow's eyes. Her exterior had once showed valour, strength, and pride. But now, they showed fear, despair, hopelessness, and a scared filly. She was a scared little filly who wanted nothing more then to go home. Twilight sypathized and glared at Bradshaw who glared right back. She told him, "I guess you don't know what it feels to love a friend, (she thought of Rarity) or anypony else."
Those words struck Bradshaw, and he put down his glass.Then stared at Twilight, "Ms. Sparkle, I've learned from my past, that mares are nothin but trouble."
"What do you mean?" Twilight asked.
Bradshaw looked at the ground and a small smirk came about his face, "I've delt with three mares in my life. They were enough for me. One was in for my money, one cheated on me, and another one just left me without reason, period. You see Ms. Sparkle, I was quite a wealthy stallion before I was banished. I was worth more then Princess Celestia herself. One year, I was attending the Gala in Canterlot, and met a beautiful girl for myself. Her name was Sugar Darlin. Quite the high society Earth pony. Very elegant. I spent the entire evening with her. We talked for hours and hours on end, right through the Gala. Afterwards we went back to my hotel room. Out on the balcony, we lied on the ground together, stared into the night sky, and fell asleep. Then the next morning, (he sips his drink again) she was gone, and my wallet was missing. The tramp took off with my money."
Bradshaw topped his drink, "Now I eventually married. But once again it was too good to be true. I married a mare from the Manehattan area. Emerald Vale, a charmin filly fittin for myself. I worked many night's over the months of our marriage. Though one night, I was able to get off work earlier then usual...I came home to find my wife kissin another stallion. Soon after I through that stallion through the living room window, I packed a suitcase and left for Trottingham. I thought maybe I'd find someone perfect on the east of Equstria."
He took a little bit more then a sip this time, "I got a job at the piers and met this lovely filly who worked on the loadin docks with me. Her name was Maple. I say it was about a year before we decided to tie the knot. We'd been datin ten months before hoof. It was a great weddin. Everything was devine. I've never been happier then when I was with her. We had a great first four months, until...one mornin. I woke up, and she was gone. Leavin nothin more then breakfast for me on the table, and her engagement necklace I gave to her."
He looked away from Twilight for a moment, staring at the wall, but really he was going down memory lane. He took a deep breath and turned back to Twilight, "I was at my breakin point, I'd had enough. That evenin, I went down to the piers and tied a sandbag to my back hooves. Ready to end it all. It was fittin that it rained that night, it was the perfect mood for depression. After three crushin heart breaks, I decided that mares are nothin but trouble. I was just about to throw the bag over the dock, that would be takin me down with it...Until, I saw it. It caught me in the corner of my eye. It sparkled delightfully in the rain, on the ground. It could be in a dump for all it cared and it would still twinkle like the moon in the night sky itself...A diamond."
He unveiled a secret compartment beneath the floor boards and there they were. Hundreds upon hundreds of hard cut diamonds. At least a million bits in value. The girls jaws dropped when they seen the glimouring, crystal clear rocks. Bradshaw finally smiled again and his eyes sparkled like the diamonds themselves. Twilight looked back to him, "So what Nova said was true...You were a jewel thief."
He grinned, "Yer correct little filly. Before I ended my life, it saved me. A diamond, Ms. Sparkle, is forever. Diamonds are forever. They sparkle in the darkest of hours, the cloudiest of days, the most disgusting of sites. It don't matter, they sparkle as if nothin can bother them. Some people say diamonds are a fillies best friend. (He chuckled) Well their also my best friends. Diamonds don't lie, they won't leave in the night. I got no fear that they'll desert me. Their strong, unbreakable, stylish. I was thinkin all of this while I stared at the diamond on the ground. I'm guessin it must've fell from a crate while somepony was lifting it on a barge. Anyway I picked it up, and held it. Caressed, gazed at it. I fell in love with it."
He bent down and scooped a few up in his hoof, "I moved back to New Buck City. Of course I took the diamond with me. That's when I planned my first heist. Hoofingsteins Jewelry Emporium. A small but valuable shop. Quite the easy spot to rob actually. One security camera? For a jewelry shop that's pretty pathetic. But I reckon they weren't sellin too good so, I cleaned them out. I figured I'd be doin em a favour. I was able get away with over 100,000 bits that night. I was rich. I soon learned that I was pretty good at this. I had a talent for deactivatin security systems and findin the best ways to approach the situation. I became an expert on jewels and thievery."
Twilight scoft, "Until you got caught..."
Bradshaw glared at her yet again, "Yes I make one mistake and it all goes hay wire on me. Bottom line is, I don't need anypony for compassion. Only...(He looks at his rocks) Diamonds..."
He put them back down and covered the wooden plank over it, "Now sit back and shut up. I've told you my story."
-----
Later, Twilight looked down at his flank, the letter "R" stuck out to her, "What does that cutie mark mean?"
He peered down at his flank and grinned. He turned back to Twilight, "This cutie mark represents many things. Revenge, rebellion, revolution, reincarnation, reformation, etcetera. The horn and the gold star represent our power, resilience, strength and intellegence. Mr. Sparks came up with it himself. Brilliant isn't it? It our definitive symbol of loyalty to Nova Sparks. They said you couldn't change a cutie mark with magic, so we ponies each had it branded over our previous cutie mark. And soon, in time, we'll all have this mark. It's just a matter of time Twilight, the rise of the United Equestrian Socialist Republic!"
Twilight and Applejack looked at each other, puzzled, "Uhhh...The United Equestrian what now?" Said AJ.
Bradshaw turned to Applejack, "Equstria will soon be split into regions, a union. I will take the west, Mr. Comet will take the east and Nova Sparks will take Canterlot, Ponyville and the north. No word yet on who'll handle the south. The U.E.S.R. will become the new name of our land. We will all have Mr. Sparks to thank and honor."
Twilight leered at him, "Good luck trying to win over Ponyville's loyalty."
Buckingham looked out the window, and then laughed, "I ain't too sure about that Twilight! Looks like we've gotten that covered."
Twilight was confused. She looked outside and realized that they finally made it back into Ponyville. She was shocked to see the outcome, "Applejack...Look!"
They were stunned to see soldiers everywhere, Ponies being punished on the streets, directed where to go, given orders. There was no freedom anywhere. They had lost their original ways of harmony. Their society had already begun to change. Buckingham explained while the girls looked out the window, "You see ladies? Nopony is goin to save the day like in the stories. This is the real world. You've got to face up to the facts. The Celestian era is over, the Sparks era has begun."
"It...It can't be!" Exclaimed Applejack.
"It is you little fillies. We've successfully changed Equestria. They'll do anything we want them to do. Especially when Big Macintosh is around."
Applejack's widend, she turned back and glared at the brown colt, "What do ya'll mean by that?"
Bradshaw explained, "You see Ms. Applejack, were mighty impressed with Big Mac's strength and endurance. It also helps plenty that he's a very mellow stallion and easy to hypnotize. He's our head enforcer, with help from Mr. Comet of course."
"I knew that colt had somethin to do with it...We haven't loss faith yet! Right Twilight?...Twilight?"
Applejack turned around and Twilight just continued to stare out the window, hopeless, she felt hopeless as she didn't recognize Ponyville anymore. A tear streamed down her face and she looked at AJ. She opened her mouth, about to say something, but then she stopped and shook her head. Applejack stared at her worriedly, hoping for a response, but nothing. Bradshaw got her attention, "Miss Applejack. I'll tell you right now. I heard this from one my favorite movies. Hope, is a dangerous thing. Hope can drive a pony insane. It has no use on the inside. You better get used to the idea, cause hope won't save you from Mr. Sparks. This is the real world, a new world. Sit back and enjoy the ride Ms. Applejack. It maybe the last ride of yer life."
-----
Up in his newly acquired palace, Nova discussed his agenda with Comet and Big Macintosh. He sat in his throne, cushined with black leather, cherry wood finish, and the crown of the throne was the emblem of their cutie mark. A red, bold letter "R", a shining white horn, and a gleaming gold star. The throne room was normally huge, as big as a school gymnasium. with tall majestic doors, and gigantic windows, looking out to Canterlot and the rest of Equestria, above and beyond. Nova was wearing new attire. His suit was white, with a gold neck tie, still wearing glasses and the gadget on his hoof. He smiled at Comet, "I simply cannot wait for Miss Sparkle and her affiliates to get here. It'll be such a grand reunion. She'll be just in time for me to show her my lifes goal, come to fruition. Then you'll make sure that we'll finally be rid of that little twit. Right?"
Comet grinned and nodded, "We won't fail you boss. We got em wrapped around our hooves now."
"Very good Mr. Comet. You may take your lea..." There was a knock at the door.
Nova shouted out, "Who is it?"
The door opened slowly and a white armour pony entered, "I just wanted to tell you sir, Mr. Buckingham is approaching Canterlot. We got a message, he is to be here within half an hour."
"Wonderful!" Nova said excitedly.
"Then perhaps we should prepare for their arrival. Mr. Comet? Have Celestia ready, I want this to be a short, but memorable session."
Comet saluted, "It will be done sir. Come on you big red idiot!"
Big Mac nodded, "Eeyup!"
After they all exited the throne room, Nova spoke to himself, "It appears Miss Sparkle...Checkmate!...I have won. You cannot possibly think to dethrone me. I am a God. I will rule Equestria with an iron fist. Nopony can stop me. And in the years to come, my magic and every piece of my advanced technology, with the help from the ore in the Griffon Alpines, will reach the exceeding point, a maximizing point, a rapid pace of magical innovation.....Singularity.
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 11 Say Good-bye To This Earth Pony 
The doors of the throne room flung open and three dogs, with Bradshaw, threw Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow, down to the ground at Nova Sparks hooves. Rainbow coughed anguishly, she still felt the effects of the savage beating she took. Nova snickered, "Well, look who decided to join us this evening. Well done Mr. Buckingham, your work will not go un-noticed."
Bradshaw smirked and nodded at him, "Well it was my pleasure Mr. Sparks."
Nova looked at the captured mares, "Now, what am I going to do with you three? (He looks at Rainbow) My my, what happened to you my dear?"
Buckingham spoke up, "She got a little vexed on the road. So I shut her up, the hard way."
The english pony gave a confirming nod, "Ahhh I understand. Well you certainly are a feisty one aren't you? But do not worry, you'll be out of your misery soon enough."
Applejack looked up nervously, "W-w-what do ya'll mean by that?"
Nova clearly said, "Your going to be executed, plain and simple."
AJ put her head down and began to shiver in fear. Her mind went straight to Applebloom. There'd be no one to look after her. Braeburn couldn't stay forever and Granny wasn't the freshest apple of the bunch. She continued to hope that Twilight hadn't given up. Applejack knew she herself couldn't think of an idea, and Rainbow was in too much pain for anything. Twilight was their only saving grace. Nova looked at her and went "Hmph!" then continued.
"But...Not without showing you my latest contraption. Twilight? (She looks up at him with a blank look) You and your friends will have the privelege of witnessing the restoration of my Unicorn status."
Twilight was confused, "That's impossible..."
He knelt down and happily told her, "My dear, nothing is impossible with manarite science. And I shall claim the most powerful horn in Equestria...Celestia's."
Twilight stared into his eyes, leered at him for a moment and turned to a look of anger and abruptly smacked him across the face. The smile was washed right off his mouth. He stood up and examined his jaw with his hoof. Nova looked at her seriously and aggresively kicked her in the head. Twilight's head, cocked violently to the side and she became heavily dazed as she checked her skull, Twilight noticed blood trickling down her forehead. Her face strained in pain. Nova Sparks finished analyzing his face and looked very displeased at Twilight, "I hope you enjoyed that shot. Because it's the last one you'll get."
Twilight shook her head and slowly stood up, but she was still groggy. She picked herself up and threatened him, "If you do ANYTHING to the Princess. I guarentee that you WILL be taken down."
Sparks couldn't help but crack up, "Oh My goodness...That's a good one Miss Sparkle. If you haven't noticed, I got a protective army, enhanced magical capabilities, technological advantages, important knowledge, tight security. Your statement is quite the illogical one. Equestria isn't going to be a trot in the park anymore. I'm going to make us the most powerful and most threatening opposition, on this planet!"
Applejack also got up and helped Rainbow to her hooves. Applejack assured, "Ya'll can go right ahead and try to do that. But lemme give ya'll some advice. Don't count anypony out just because ya got one big advantage. It's also those lil things the minorities got over the majorities. They add up."
"My dear, the little things don't matter anymore. Look at the situation, look at the streets. I got everypony wrapped around my hoof. There is nothing you can do." He proudly added.
Twilight angerly asserted herself, which redeemed Applejack's hope, "You really think your the one in control? It seems to me that the only reason you got to this point, was because of a few scared dogs who feared you over a small machine. Now it seems like your giving them power. Their the ones in control Nova, not you. Their the ones controlling everypony. Do you really think your a threat without them? They'll all soon realize that your nothing but a fraud! A phony! Face it Nova Sparks, your just full of hot air that these dogs haven't deciphered yet. You keep giving them more power, and you'll be overthrown. Defeated by your own stupidity and incompetence. Not only them, but the rebel ponies. You've given them your technology, they could've easily taken you out. You have no horn, no protection. If one of them were to come in right now, you'd be powerless. Think about that."
Nova looked at her with a look of disgust. He wanted to kill her right then and there, but first he'd make sure they would witness what would become of Celestia, "I'm going to kill you last, I want to assure that you watch your other friends perish, and then I'm going to kill you myself, with my own magic... (He looks over at the dogs) Well? Grab them and lets go!"
The three burly dogs just stood there and stared at Nova. They thought about it, and took in what Twilight had said...and liked it. Nova was puzzled, "What are you waiting for you imbeciles? Hold them at once and await my instructions!"
One of the dogs stepped up and spoke slowly, but clearly, "We don't like being pushed around. We want an apology fer what you just said to us..."
Nova's gray coat turned red with anger, "Apology? Apology?! Don't let this little purple pony deceive you mutts! You WILL listen to me, and you WILL take my orders. Isn't that right Mr. Buckingham?"
Bradshaw remained noble to his partner and agreed, "I reckon you should listen to Mr. Sparks er else yer gonna have to pay the price, canines."
Another dog turned around to Bradshaw. Twilight and Applejack glanced at each other and secretly smiled to one another. AJ thought to herself, "Twilight, you are one, smart, crafty pony!"
The dog approached the brown colt and poked one of his claws into his chest, "And just what are you gonna do about it?"
Buckingham became enraged and swatted the dogs paw away from him, "Don't you touch me, you flea bitten mongrel! Or I will promise ya'll an unpleasant death!"
Twilight laughed at Nova, "You see? Their realizing you for what you are. A deceitful, washed up, all talk pony, with nothing more on him then a few brainwashing sentences. Face it, this is the one flaw you overlooked. Now when they all realize it. Your world is going to come crashing down on you. You may claim to be science, but remember, one of the golden rules of science. Always deal in facts, and it looks like it's a fact that you may have a dangerous outer shell, but when it comes to the wire, your nothing more then a small flu virus that infects everypony. And like flu viruses, we all recover from them, and defeat the infection."
Nova started to feel distressed. He realized that she was right. He had acquired a massive army of dogs and loyal ponies, but in the end they were still the rebellious criminals that were banned from Equestria. In most cases, they don't like to be pushed around. He had to make sure this wouldn't be discussed with the rest of his army. Sparks tried to think of something quickly. He mustered up the only solution he could think of at the moment, "Mr. Comet! Get in here at once!"
The dogs immediately leaped for Nova and he swiftly jumped out of the way. He ran down towards the door to get out of the throne room, Bradshaw trailed behind him. The dogs chased them down the walkway of the throne room. Comet peeked his head through the opening of the door, "Did you call on m..." Comet noticed the situation.
Nova charged at the door to get out, scared for his life, "Comet! Kill those dogs! NOW!"
Comet nodded at once, "Will do sir..."
Nova and Bradshaw Buckingham exited the room and Comet stood in the doorway. He stared at the mutaning canines with a smirk on his face. The dogs charged faster, intending to trample the golden colt. The golden horn of Comet began to twinkle, but the dogs don't catch on. Twilight and the others watch with delight as Comet is about to be run over. Comet doesn't get shook, his smirk transforms to an arrogant smile when his horn began to gleam and shine. With seconds to spare, Comet's horn bursts with a blinding light and the girls, and the dogs, all turn their heads to the side and put their paws and hooves over their forehead to sheild their eyes from the bright aura, as if a star was just formed in the cosmos. The dogs immediately halted before the light. The horn was aimed straight at the dogs. The big mutts began to whimper in cowardice despair, the girls huddled together. The light shone brighter, and brighter. Comet brightened his horn so much, he himself could no longer keep his eyes open without damaging his sight. The gleaming energy created wind, it was so powerful, everypony, and dog, felt the energy pulsing through their bodies. Finally, Comet released the breaking beam and everything went white.
When the light finally darkened, the girls opened their to see the absence of the dogs. All that was left were three smuldering pairs of empty army boots. Nova and Bradshaw trotted back through the door, sweating and panting. Comet stood there, as if nothing happened. His smile was sinister. Twilight parted strans of her mane away from her face. She couldn't believe what just happened. Rainbow began to get her strength back as she rubbed her hooves in her eyes to assure that she just witnessed, wasn't a blur. Nova Sparks laughed deviously as he approached the girls. He adjusted his glasses, "You see? When I have ponies loyal as Comet and Bradshaw Buckingham, I'm untouchable. Good work Comet, your work ALSO won't go un-noticed."
Twilight snapped back with a quick response, "Face it. You were squirming like the worm you are. Those were only three dogs. Imagine if your entire army was flipped against you."
"That is why I will not allow you to live much longer." Sparks responded.
He looked at a clock on the wall. He turned to his loyal comrades, "Well gentlecolts, I do believe it's about time we head off to the lab. Would you two please accompany these fillies?"
Comet and Bradshaw nodded gladly. As the girls were pushed to start walking, Rainbow asked them, "Where are you guys taking us?"
Nova's glasses reflected light as he tilted his head down, "...To your Princess my dear."
Rainbow and Applejack expressed a relieved look on their faces, but Twilight showed concern, "What are you going to do to her?"
Nova looked back and smiled at her, "Well, I am insulted. Do you not trust me Twilight?"
Twilight glared at him, "Actually trust was the very last thing on my mind."
He laughed, "Hush up now. You'll see, soon enough."
Nova directed them all through the halls of the castle, the decor had changed drastically. Everything that had stood for Equestria freedom was gone. There were now only paintings, pictures, and philosophy propaganda, referring to science, communism, and chaos theories. They were everywhere, posted on the walls of the palace. Nova kept shooting his mouth off about his future plans for Equestria. The girls just rolled their eyes at his enormous ego. It wasn't until about fifteen minutes that they got to this stairwell in the very back of the castle, that lead to a basement. It looked like it went down quite a long ways. It was also very dark, so Nova ordered Comet to light the way down with his horn. The power greedy ponies lead the girls downstairs. At the very bottom, stood a large, metal door with a security code to input. Nova entered the password and opened the door to a huge laboratory. As a normal lab would, it had white steel walls, grey tile floors, high powered lighting systems, it was a cliché lab. There were scientists everywhere, that wore the traditional white lab coat, and goggles. Although, what really stood out in the room, was the most insane contraption the girls had ever seen. It was massive. About three times the size of a stagecoach. On each side of the machine, there was a pod, for which a pony could enter. In the center were the controls for the elaboration. Complicated combinations of buttons and knobs. The girls were shocked and amazed. Twilight most of all, she couldn't imagine something so detailed. Nova stood in front of it proudly, got up on his two back-hooves and spread his front ones out, "This!...This, is the answer to my redemption. I spent months, and months designing it. Calculating it's chemistry, and machinary."
Twilight kept staring at it in astonishment, "What is it? I don't understand."
Sparks laughed at the question and got back on all fours, "Twilight Sparkle, this is a magic transfuser. I will be using it to get back my horn which I have lived many important years without. I must also add that I have the most fitting volunteer for the mission as well. Gentlecolts? If you could be so kind, as too step from behind the machine."
Two scientists, and a dog appeared from behind the transfuser...accompanying the Princess. The girls became vigilant and their hearts sank. Twilight struggled forward, as well as AJ and Dash, "You better not hurt her! I won't...Let you!"
Comet and Bradshaw held them back. The Princess looked awful. Hurt, tired, in a catatonic state. Twilight tried to break through to her, "Princess Celestia! It's me! Twilight Sparkle! Your most faithful student...(Twilight began to tear up) Please...Listen to me."
Celestia didn't react, she looked exhausted. Twilight was worried. She continued, "Can you hear me? Please! (She begged) Please don't do this to her. Take me! Not her."
Nova Sparks looked at her, with a sadistic grin, "I see that you are still quite loyal to your former regime. I am sorry Miss Sparkle, but I want the best possible horn. Besides, you'll be dead soon anyways. Gentlecolts! Let us commence our operations of the evening. My long awaited re-initiated status of a Unicorn has come. You two, please place Celestia in the pod on the right. I shall take the left. One of you activate the hydrogen pump, open the vents, the pods have been 100% sterilzed right?"
One scientist, who was operating the controls, nodded. More scientists looked over Nova Sparks, examining his size, colors, they washed and rubbed down the spot on his forehead where his horn will reform. Nova and Celestia were equipped with white coats, and goggles. Nova was prepared and halted in front of his pod for one more statement, "Listen  to what I say Miss Sparkle, this is the real world, I win..."
Twilight angerly denied the comment, "You'll see one day that all the power you have will all come crashing on you. We all have our weaknesses, and you should know, the bigger they are, the harder they fall..."
Nova responded from inside the clear, glass pod, "I have no time to listen to your silly cliché's, I have a date with destiny! I want Mr. Comet to pull the lever!"
Comet approached the machine and glowed his horn to hold the clutch of the lever, "You ready sir?"
Nova turned to the scientist operating it, "Have you finished your overview Mr. Tavors? Everything cranked and pushed to precise order? I do not want any buck ups at this point."
Tavors, the head scientist nodded and replied gladly, "Whenever your ready Mr. Sparks, it's your call, we've incapacitated Celestia so far that it was safe to remove the magic repellant cone from her horn. Although we have a short window of opportunity before she comes to."
The corrupted leader nodded, "Very well. Farewell comrades! Say good-bye to this Earth pony, prepare to meet once again, Nova Sparks, the Unicorn...Throw the switch Comet!"
The machine was activated. Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow could do nothing as they were held back and chained. So they just had to watch in vain. Strange noises started inside the transfuser. It sounded like an old computer booting up. Then from each side of the machine, appeared huge body scanners. With help from robotic arms, they moved up and down over the pods with Nova and Celestia. It did this process three times and then the scanners disappeared inside the sides of the machine. There were two big display screens adjacent to each other where the controls were. One showed the Princess's figure, the other, Nova's. Then all of a sudden, the two pods began to fill with this smoke-like substance. It shrouded their bodies and the clear pods, went grey and cloudy. There were two electrical conductors that started reacting with one another. Lightning bolts were exchanged between the two. Visible gears on the contraption spun, very fast. Now it sounded like a very large microwave. Tavors inputted more combinations and two giant archs lowered from the top of the machine. They were big enough to descend themselves over each pod. Once both archs were in place, Tavors pushed a big, red button, turned a key, then stood away from the transfuser. The large, metal archs were connected to each other with modified metal wiring, to conduct great power. Both of the wires met, and they combined to create one large cable that lead to the motherboard of the machine. Nova felt excited and screamed from inside the pod. Surprisingly enough to be heard on the outside, "Hear me, my Equestrians! My time has come! I can feel the power flowing through my veins!"
Finally, the large cable released a surge of energy through the pods. Incredible energy that made both ponies scream. Although Nova screamed with delight, where as the Princess screamed in agonizing pain. Twilight tried to push forward, crying pitifully, "Princess Celestia! Please stop it! Please, I beg you! Stop!"
Bradshaw smacked her to shut up. She looked back and cried unmercifully. The machine now sounded like a band saw. The archs, sparked with electricity and the pods shook with surging power. the lights dimmed and flashed, time to time. Rainbow Dash and Applejack looked to one another and didn't know what to think. AJ took off her hat and placed it over her heart and put her free arm around Rainbow. The screams of Celestia pierced through Twilight Sparkles heart like a knife. It was unbearable. Finally, the machine started to calm down. There were no more screams. The machine was smoking, electrical feedback, sparked from the control board. The screens were fuzzy, cutting in and out. The transfusers engine has stopped. The only sounds, are the sounds of malfunctioning technology. Now they had to wait for their specimens to emerge. It was nothing but dead silence in the room, only sounds of the machine. That, and the subtle sobs of Twilight, for her beloved mentor. Sweat poured from everypony. Nova's ponies for him, the girls for their true leader. Both doors of each pod opened automatically. The gas substance, poured out over the floor. Electrical sparks, still exploding from the controls and huge archs. One pony stepped from the pods. Exhausted, decimated, panting, gasping for air, struggled to remain standing...and grinned...nefariously.
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 12 Et Tu Celestia...
"Success!" Nova cheered as he raised his hoof in triumph.
His loyalist ponies and the sole dog in the room also celebrated their favorable results. He moved further away from the smoke and then it was clear, Nova's horn had returned. He caressed it delightfully. His glasses were damaged from the experiment but he could care less now that he restored his status as a Unicorn. Among the celebratory commotion, Twilight and her fellow companions broke-free of their hold back and rushed over to the other pod denying the worst possible outcome. They pulled the lifeless body of a white pony from the contraption and knelt down beside her. Nova noticed, but allowed it because of his greater concern, his horn. Twilight cried into the body of Celestia. Applejack and Rainbow cried with each other. Her body was cold, and slightly stiff. She had lost the flow in her colorful mane, and Twilight felt something strange, something...broken. She parted Celestia's mane from her forehead, and her horn had broke off in the sadistic experiment. Twilight continued to cry into the inanimate body of Celestia. She embraced her mentor and noticed, her heart was still beating. She was comatose. But knew that the damage had already been done and she didn't have long. She spent her last few moments with her abecedary and cried sorrowly. Tears flowing like a river from Twilights eyes, courtesy of her shattered heart. She rubbed her hooves through the Princess's mane. She gazed at the half-shattered horn, felt tragic pity, and passionate hate towards Nova Sparks. One tear streamed off Twilights face, and on to Celestia's cheek. Miraculously the slight trikkle of her tear made Celestia open her eyes faintly and quietly answered to her weeping apprentice, "Tw...Tw-Twilight?"
Twilight widend her eyes and listened into her Princess, "Princess! We thought we had lost you..."
AJ and Dash listened in as well, "Ya'll are gonna be ok yer highness." Said the confident Applejack.
"Yeah...(Rainbow wipes away her tears) Were going to get you out of here."
Celestia looked at each of them, and feebly shook her head, "I'm...Afraid it's too late my little ponies...Twilight...Listen to this one last thing I have to say..."
Twilight continued to weep and sniffle, "Y-y-yes? Your majesty?"
Twilight leaned in closer to hear her. Celestia slowly lifted her head, and spoke with a fatigued, yet powerful voice, "You...must, defeat Nova. Save Equestria...Not for me...For the victims!"
She began to shiver vigorously. Then she turned her head to Applejack and Rainbow Dash, "...Stick...together. You three...must be the saviors...You three...Equest...ria's...final...hope."
With one final effort she turned back to Twilight. A tear ran from her weak eye, "You've been the best...student, a teacher...could ever ask...for. Farewell Twilight Sparkle...my most...faithful...student......."
With that, Celestia's shivering slowed, and her heart rate lowered to nothing. She closed her eyes, once and for all. The beloved, long time leader of Equestria passed away painfully in her weeping students hooves, on a cold, hard tile floor. Celestia had died in vain. Nova was satisfied with his actions. Twilight took her teachers last words in, and cried even harder. Applejack and Rainbow hugged their heart-torn friend. Twilight felt her pent up rage for Nova peek to it's boiling point. She forcefully shoved Dash and AJ away and laid the Princess's head down carefully, out of respect. She got up, and wept the tears from her eyes. Furiously, she surged forward, towards Nova who still faced his loyalists, celebrating. She dragged AJ and Dash along with the linked chains. From behind, Twilight snuck up, welding her chains and attacked the corrupted leader. On his back, she choked him with her chains. Nova thrashed and bucked back and forth, trying to shake the provoked mare off him. Immediately, Buckingham and Comet lunged forward to take her off but Twilight refused to let go. They tugged, and tugged but both of their strength couldn't break her grip. Finally, fed up with her stubborness, Bradshaw grabbed the baton from the dog, and struck her back with incredible force. Twilight ceased up her back in pain and fell to the ground. The dog and Comet held Twilight up and kept her still as Bradshaw Buckingham approached her with the nightstick. He raised his hooves but was stopped, by Nova. He gasped for air and hoarsly said, "No...I'll take care of her myself...Prop her up against that wall over there!"
Nova pointed to a side of the wall. Twilight was un-chained and thrown towards it. She got up and back up against it, scared. She had to think of something now. Applejack and Rainbow were helpless as they were took aside, trapped by the large dog. The crowd of scientists shrouded Twilight in a circle like an angry mob. Nova appeared from the middle of it. He smiled, "Before I forget Tavors, give me the injection."
Dr. Tavors grabbed a siringe filled with a silvery, shining fluid. It was the silverblood sirum. He injected it in to the base of Nova's grey horn. Nova felt the translucent substance enter the glands of his horn, and embraced the power. He laughed cynically at Twilight, "Prepare to meet your maker, Miss Sparkle. It appears that you are not, the better pony."
Everypony stood back as Nova's horn began to glow, an aura of grey light surrounded it. He closed his eyes and concentrated. An orb formed at the tip of his horn. It grew bigger and bigger, it created wind in the room, knocking papers off tables, flowing through the manes of everypony. Nova opened his eyes and they were shining white. Twilights heart, raced. She poured sweat and tears, trying to come up with a quick plan. She had very limited time. The orb of powerful energy had grown twice the size of the head of a pony. The light from it started to brighten. Again, everypony had to turn their heads and cover their eyes from the blinding light. Everything went white, nopony could see. Nova determined that it was time to release the attack, incinerating Twilight. He grunted and shot the orb, Twilight hollered as she felt the heat of the blast close in on her. Blinded, they couldn't see anything, but they heard a sudden roar from the orb. Nova laughed, he finally achieved on of his greatest goals.
The light dimmed, and smoke cleared. Nova opened his eyes to gaze at the charred wall where Twilight used be standing...But his smile was suddenly broken, into a shocked expression. There was no damage, no charred wall, not even any heat perpetuating from it. To Nova Sparks utter confusion and shock, Twilight was still standing, with eyes shut, sweat, and a bracing strained smile...and a mirror. Twilight had grabbed her mirror from her saddlebag at the last second. Nova had a disgusting look on his face, "What the bloody buck just happened? Tavors? Tavors? Tavors!"
He turned around to look at his head scientist. He was gone, vanished. Not only that, but the transfuser had been demolished severely. Tavors was standing by the machine at the time Twilight had deflected the attack. Nova and some of crew members looked around, while others remained in a surprised state. Bradshaw called out, "Sir! I found somethin."
Nova trotted up to him hastily, "What is it? Where's Tavors?"
Buckingham looked at Nova with a depressed expression and pointed towards the ground next to him. Nova and crew glanced down beside the southern stallion, and the tattered remains of a lab coat and a smoking pair of lab shoes lay there. Tavors was too close to the machine and the blast incinerated him. The grey pony examined the damage, the others watched. Twilight opened her eyes and seen that the rebels were distacted by the destruction she had caused. She rubbed her hooves all over herself, checking if she was still alive. Twilight sighed in relief. Applejack and Rainbow snuck away from the dog slowly. They were still in chains so the girls couldn't move very fast, or else the chains would clink and clank together. Twilight Sparkle met up with her allies and whispered to each other, attempting to quickly conjure up an escape plan, "Twilight, are you alright?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
Twilight was still breathing heavily from the ordeal, "Yeah...I'm fine. Let's find a way out of here while we still got the chance."
Applejack put her hooves around Twilight and Rainbow to huddle together, "Ya'll got any ideas? Cuz I got nothin."
Twilight looked around and noticed the door was still open. A clever smile spread over her face, "Girls...The door is open. We can get out of here. But we got to be quiet. Hold those chain as tight as you can."
"Then whut?" Asked Applejack.
Twilight explained briefly, "I know my way around this castle well. I'll get us out of here easily. We'll have to lay low, very low. I used to work at the Star Swirl Memorial Library. Believe it or not, but there's a secret room hidden behind one of the bookcases. It's vague, but it's there."         
"Alright. Then let's get going." Rainbow eagerly concluded.
They nodded and began ever so slowly, they ambled to the opened door or in their case, the freedom gate. AJ and Dash tightly squeezed together to choke out the sounds of the chains that locked them together. Twilights two chained allies, kept their cool. But Twilight was still in shock. She couldn't stop her hooves from shaking. She vowed to her deceased mentor that she would assure the end of the Nova Sparks Empire...before it proceeds any further.
Just before they make it to the door. They catch the eye of one of the scientists, "Hey their trying to get away!"
The sudden outburst breaks their focus from the broken machine and Nova cries out furiously, "Don't let them escape again!"
The dog aims a high focused laser from his wrist gadget, which is destined for the girls. Nova tries to stop him, "No you imbecile!"
It's too late and the shot is fired. The red beam speeds for Twilight, but she once again uses her mirror which deflects it. The laser is constant, and still firing. Rainbow Dash looks at the laser and back at the chains. Her face lights up with another epiphany, "Twilight! Adjust the mirror so the laser will cut through our chains."
Nova leaped towards the dog and they tried to shut it off, "No you bloody Mutt! You switch...this knob!"
The knob breaks off after Nova twists it too much. The laser doesn't stop. Twilight took the small the opportunity and focused the laser on the chains. The metal heated up and turned red, "Come on, come on, come on!" Twilight thought to herself.
Nova became furiously frustrated and violently tore the gadget from the dogs wrist, "Now cease those girls!"
The laser disappeared and the chains were still binded, yet red hot, "Girls! The chains are soft from the heat, pull them apart quick!" Twilight swiftly demanded.
AJ and Rainbow pulled as hard as they could. Bradshaw, Comet, Nova, and the dog charged towards them. Twilight encouraged on, "Hurrrrrry!"
"Were...tryin...as...hard as we...can Twi." Added the straining Applejack.
At last, the chains broke and Rainbow and AJ were free. They gave each other an excited smile. Twilight was relieved, "Alright, let's go quick!"
They took off through the door just before the dog had leaped for them. Nova, Buckingham and Comet galloped over him, not stopping at any costs. They all began climbing the stairs. Nova shouted back down to his henchmen, "Throw the switch and sound the alarm for immediate lockdown!"
One scientist complied and broke a glass box on the wall and pulled the alarm switch. The girls galloped up the stairs frantically, panting. Then they heard a siren and lights that were applied to the wall, started blinking red. "How the hay did they wire this castle up so fast?" Said the perplexed Rainbow.
"Let's leave questions for after girls, we have to get out of here." Twilight anxiously said.
"Agreed" Applejack added.
They soon got to the top of the stairs and turned out into the hallway of the palace. But immediately, Twilight held her friends aside against the door, "Whats the big idea Twilight?" Asked Rainbow.
"Shush!" Twilight quietly, but clearly said.
No sooner she said it, two large dogs ran down the hallway in front of them. Twilight waved her hoof ahead to assure that the coast was clear. They galloped down the hall, away from those canines. Nova and his stallions reached the hallway and seen them trying to get away. He pointed down them out, "Right there! That's them!"
The three steeds chased the mares, closely behind them. The girls were forced out of the hallways into one lobby of the palace, with four guard ponies, ready to cease them. Twilight and the girls took action. Rainbow Dash yelled out a battle cry and jump kicked into one of the guards, while pulling another one down by grabbing on to his mane with her teeth. The two others went for Applejack. She cleverly smiled, tipped her hat down and waited as the brainwashed steeds closed in on her. Applejack quickly pulled out a mallot from her saddlebag that would have been used to nail down a tent. She whipped the mallot and knocked one of the ponies out and she grabbed on the neck of the other with her hooves and swung herself around like a pendulum, on to his back and chopped the stallion on the side of his neck, hitting a pressure point, and the steed fell to the ground. Rainbow stood up and roundhouse kicked the pony that was getting up from the ground, dazed. He fell back to the floor unconscience. Twilight thought quickly and seen a bookshelf next to the doorway where Nova, Comet, and Bradshaw were still running. She trotted over and tried to push it over but she was too weak. AJ realized what she was trying to do and she came over to help. She smiled at her, "Stand aside sugar cube."
Meanwhile, Nova hollered from the hallway, "In that room! Let's go! We can't let them get away!"
The evil stallions galloped towards the lobby. AJ took immediate action and bucked the bookcase. It toppled over and blocked the doorway, temporarily buying time for escape. Twilight looked around. There were three possibilities. The door on their left from the previous hallway, lead to the outdoors, the one across goes through another hallway, as well as the one to the right. Twilight looked to the girls, "This isn't the main lobby...(She looks down another hallway across from her) Ok, this way."
Sparks could be heard from behind the bookcase. He was livid, "Well don't just stand there with the miserable look on your faces, move it! I won't have them get away again!"
Comet and Bradshaw trotted to the bookcase and attempted to push it out of the way. They strained and strained as hard as they could, but it was too heavy. Nova shook his head disgruntledly. Then he looked at his horn and almost wanted to jump off a bridge for not thinking of it, "Oh for the love of...MOVE!"
The two henchmen stepped aside and Nova easily thrusted magically the large wooden slab away. The stallions looked around the silenced room, with four incapacitated ponies. Nova shifted his eyes at two different hallways. He looked back and pointed down towards the one across from them, "Alright, you two go down that way. I'll go down the other one. Move it!"
The two loyal minions fire down the hallway and try to gain ground on where the girls may be. But instead they start taking shots at each other, "If you had killed them when you had the chance, this wouldn't be happening!" Said Comet angerly.
"Ah shut up you young know it all! Don't go pinning the blame on me. You shouldn't have let them escape the first time." Bradshaw explained eagerly.
Comet was losing his patients, "Oh it's all my fault now? I wasn't expecting any attack from them! You were the one who opened the cage!"
Bradshaw intentionally bumped into Comet out of spite, "I SAID, don't go blaming me. Yer the one with all the fancy magical powers and what not. You should've had these fillies long ago!"
Comet shook his head, "Just shut up and concentrate on getting these guys now. We'll settle this later."
-----
Meanwhile up ahead, the girls kept speeding through the hallways, evading security, dodging leaping canines, and ducking the lasers from the Unicorns and other Ponies with the wrist gadgets. The hallways seem to last endlessly. Rainbow was getting tired, "Twilight...I thought you knew your way around this place?"
Twilight explained, "Not much longer now girls, just around this corner here and we'll be out of here. It's officially on now. I can't wait to go face to face with Nova. He'll get what's coming to him...From all of us! The Princess must be avenged!"
"Yer right Twi but let's leave our vendettas fer another time, we gotta get ourselves out of here and to safety." Said the assuring Applejack. 
The girls nodded to one another and continued around the corner and came to another set of large double doors. Applejack opened them up, then immediately shut them right after. Twilight and Rainbow looked at each other confused, "Uhhh What is it AJ?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
Applejack laughed nervously, "I rather not say but I probably should. We got a little problem behind the doo..."
"I suggest you three simpletons surrender at once, or else we'll have to do this the hard way!" Nova yelled from behind door.
Applejack continued, "Nova's got the lobby covered in guards. We'll never make it out this way."
"Then let's find another way! Come on!" Rainbow exclaimed.
"That won't be necessary ladies!"
The girls were startled and turned around to see that Bradshaw Buckingham and Comet had caught up with them. The two laughed, "Looks like we've finally got ya'll cornered." Said Buckingham cleverly.
Comets horn lit up, "Smile girls..."
Bradshaw shouted quickly, "Comet NO!"
But it was too late for him to stop as Comet let out a burst powerful energy, not remember about their mirrors, "You stupid colt!" Bradshaw hollered.
Sure enough, Twilight quickly got her mirror from the saddlebag and held it facing the magical attack, "Oh buck..." Comet said.
The orb deflected off the mirror and smoked it right back at Buckingham and Comet. They shouted and got hit by the blast and sprung back against the wall. Then blacked out.
"Looks like you were right about those mirrors Twilight. They really came in handy." Rainbow said with relief.
"Great goin Sugar Cube!" Thanked AJ.
Twilight blushed, "Thanks girls but this isn't the time, we got to go! Come on!"
They high hooved each other and began to proceed back through the hallway, away from the high quantum of guards behind the double doors. Applejack ran pass Bradshaw and noticed something sparkling and dangling from his suit pockets, a set of keys. She pondered for a second and snatched them. She yelled out to the girls who were ahead of her, "Hey gals! I found a set of keys! Let's try and get yer wings outta them chains Rainbow."
The girls slowed down and halted before Applejack who held the keys in her teeth. Rainbow leaned in, "Great job AJ! Let's hurry before they wake up."
Applejack spoke through her teeth, balancing the keys, "Jus...hold still thur...fer a sec."
She focused and slipped one of the many keys into Rainbows lock. She chuckled happily as she was lucky enough to get it unlocked on the first key, "Bingo!" Applejack yelled.
Rainbow Dash felt ever so relieved as the she felt the chains loosen from their grip and slip down her flank, "Way to GO Applejack! First shot!" She screamed as she hugged her into the air.
Applejack laughed, "That's great RD but lemme down so I can help out Twilight."
Rainbow laughed as she put Applejack back on ground. AJ picked up the keys back up and approached Twilight, "Ok hold still Sugar Cube, this'll only take another sec."
"Hurry up Applejack we don't got much time." Pleaded Twilight.
"Yup, jus hold still."
There was a small lock attached to the base of the magic repelling cone that had been placed over Twilight's horn. AJ tried the first key, but it didn't turn. She tried another, it was too big."
"Come on AJ." Twilight said anxiously.
Applejack became frustrated with the trial and error of the keys, "Cmon you contrary little..."
Bradshaw started to stir. Applejack kept going through each key. She had been through about a dozen keys and still no luck, "AaaaaaaaaaJ?" Twilight nervously quivered.
"Don't worry Twi...One of em...is bound...to work." Applejack assured as she kept shuffling the keys.
One by one, her keys kept failing. Either they were too big, too small, didn't turn, different key cut style, it was useless. There were only a few keys left. Bradshaw had begin to focus back into reality, "W-w-w-what's goin on here?" He said dazed as he lay on the ground and put his hoof on his head.
"Cmon, cmon, come on..." AJ thought to herself as she wiped the sweat from her head.
"Hurry AJ!" Twilight exclaimed.
Bradshaw picked himself up and realized what the girls were up to, "HEY! Stop right there!"
Twilight screamed, "APPLEJACK!"
Applejack concentrated, "One...more...key...and...THERE!"
Bradshaw leaped forward and tried to tackle the girls down. But with one quick turn of the key, Applejack pulled the cone off and Twilight quickly shot a burst of energy against the southern stallion. He once again got shoved back and fell to the ground, "YES!" Shouted Applejack.
"Let's cut the celebration and get out of here!" Twilight exclaimed.
They all agreed and took off down the hall. Meanwhile the door to the main lobby opened and Nova trotted through, "I said, we have you surrou...Where are they?"
The doors opened and more guards moved in. Nova lurched around the corner and found Bradshaw and Comet, once again incapacitated. Nova looked like he was about to literally explode, "I...CAN'T...BELIEVE YOU BLOKES BLEW IT AGAIN! We had them cornered! (He looks at two of his guards) Take them and sit them in my office aboard the ship, I'll deal with them later. It's time I take things into my own hooves. Another three of you, come with me. I want to see to it that this incident is removed once and for all! We CANNOT let them escape..."

[...To be continued]
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Chapter 13 The Sanctuary Of The Unicorns
"Down this way girls!" Twilight exclaimed, pointing down the hallway.
"That was so close. It feels so good to be able to fly again!" Added Rainbow.
Twilight brightened up with an idea, "Great! Once we get outside, you can fly us to the library."
Rainbow flapped her wings out with pleasure and relief, "You got it! I've missed flying."
Two more guard Unicorns appeared up ahead of them. Twilight didn't feel intimidated anymore. She just smiled and used to her magic to smack them both with the door they were standing next to. They both staggered and fell over each other. The girls laughed as they galloped over them. They coralled around another corner and returned to the previous lobby where they had knocked the bookcase over. They trotted over to the large doors that lead to the fresh air and opportunity of escape. But suddenly their opportunity was interrupted by the harsh sound of an angered, tormented, annoyed, impatient and probably "clinically" insane Nova Sparks, accompanied by a Dog and two Earth pony guards, "Stop right there you bloody mules!"
Rainbow Dash showed off her freed wings, "You're in trouble now! You can't stop us."
Nova scoffed at them, "That's where your wrong my dear. This is the end of your little game of hide and seek. I mean really? You cannot expect to evade my clutches forever. Take a glance at the situation would you? I have an entire army out for you! It's just a matter of time before your completely cornered...and defeated. I vow on my words that YOU, Twilight Sparkle will perish at my hooves, and I intend to fulfill that destiny right now. GET THEM!"
The henchmen ran for the girls and they dispursed to dodge the foes. The dog leaped for Applejack, while the two Earth ponies shot their lasers from their hoof gadgets, trying to down Rainbow who was flying around them. Twilight went face to face with Nova, like she had wanted. Though instead of magic, Twilight flew a few hooves at him. He dodged and retaliated the same way. Applejack wrestled with the massive mutt, headbutting, grappling, struggling on the ground. The dog was getting the upper paw of the situation. Although Rainbow Dash was enjoying her battle very much. The Earth ponies became frustrated with their failure to strike down Rainbow. She swooped down and clotheslined both of them down, and swooped up yet again. Twilight and Nova got a good few shots on each other, but then Nova tackled her down to the ground and kept trying to strike her head but she shielded herself with her hooves. Nova soon had gotten beat out from repeatedly punching at Twilight. She took the opportunity and shot Nova with a blast of light which knocked Nova off of her. Twilight got up and tried to make a break for the door, "Girls! Over here!"
Applejack called over to her, still wrestling with the canine, "Twi...I'm a little...tied up at the moment..."
Twilight shot at the dog but her magic deflected off of his magic proof armour. Then Rainbow swings down and also tried to wrestle the dog off of Applejack. The dog only laughed at their lack of effect on his aggressivness. He flicked Rainbow away like she was a fly and continued to tussle with AJ. The multi-color maned Pegasus became dazed and shook her head to focus in again. Rainbow shouted at him, "Oh, so you wanna play rough do you?"   
Dash backed up against the wall, ready to charge, "It's gut check time!"
The Pegesus glared at the canis guard and smiled cleverly. Then, very swiftly took flight with incredible acceleration and velocity. The dog glanced up from Applejack and looked at the incoming pony. He gasped and tried to leap away, but Rainbow was too fast for him as she barged into the near four hundred pound dog. Rainbow tackled him back down and whaled ferociously at the downed canine, "You like that?...How does this one feel?...Take that!"
The dog grunted and groaned from the repeated strikes. Applejack got up and trotted over to help Twilight who was straining, trying to open the large doors to the outside, "You need help hun?"
Twilight wiped the sweat from her head and smiled at Applejack, "I'd appreciate it."
After Rainbow's assault, she left the dog unconsious, battered and bruised. She began to trot over and help her friends, she glanced over at Nova Sparks who was still on the ground, "This is my chance!" She thought to herself.
She changed her mind and went to give Nova a piece of her mind. She neared Nova when Rainbow caught Twilight's eye, "Rainbow NO!"
Nova sprang up to his hooves and began choking Rainbow with his magic. Using his horn to compress the air around her neck. Rainbow thrashed around, struggling for a breath. Nova laughed dementedly. Twilight tried to save her by counter-acting Nova's magic but it was no use. Rainbow was fading, Twilight and AJ couldn't get close or else Nova would surely catch them in his choking range as well. They had to think of something quickly. Rainbow was pouring sweat, trying to breath, "What are we going to do?" Asked the worried Twilight.
Applejack shifted her eyes around trying to think. Then looked back at her saddlebag and an idea clicked in, "Ah-Ha!"
She reached into the bag and hauled out the first aid kit. Twilight was confused, "How is that going to help?"
Applejack grinned, "Hehe...You'll see. BATTER UP!"
She tossed the box into the air and got into her bucking position. Rainbow was lowering to the ground, almost lifeless. Without a moment too soon, Applejack bucked the kit with all her strength. It flew, speeding through the air towards Nova. He was too distracted with Rainbow to notice anything until it came close within his sight. He let go of the spell out of surprise, "What the buck?!"
Nova was bashed in the head by the projectile, giving the girls time to escape. Twilight and Applejack went to Rainbows aid, "You alright Sugar Cube?" Asked AJ.
Dash was still panting heavily but nodded, "Yeah...I'll be fine...Let's...get out of here..."
The girls helped Rainbow to her hooves and then trotted over to open the door. They pushed with their strength but it wasn't budging, "What is wrong with this door?" Twilight asked.
Applejack wondered, then she sighed and face-hooved, "Wait a minute, move away fer a sec..."
Twilight and Rainbow Dash stepped aside while Applejack grabbed on to the door handle and pulled instead of push. Sure enough, the door opened up. Rainbow gave a subtle laugh, "...Oops..."
"Nevermind that, let's go!" Exclaimed Twilight.
The girls galloped out into the royal courtyard and towards the high fence. Applejack and Twilight became discouraged, "Now what are we gonna do?" AJ complained.
Rainbow flapped her wings, "...Duh."
Twilight chuckled, "Oh Yeah, I forgot."
All of a sudden, the doors of the castle flung open. Nova and the Unicorns were there again. Nova screamed out, "CEASE THEM BEFORE THEY GET AWAY!"
They began shooting them with their magic. The girls swiftly dodged each shots. Rainbow hollered out, "Girls! Grab on to my tail!"
Applejack and Twilight clenched on hurriedly and like a flash, Rainbow darted out as fast as she could. Although it was dark, only the light of the moon could guide them. Nova trotted up towards the fence and whistled very loudly. Two, armoured Pegesi flew to his side, "You requested us Master Nova?"
Nova pointed out towards the girls in the sky, "YES! Catch those mares! I can't let them escape. Get them, then kill them!"
They saluted, "Right away sir!"
The armoured Pegesi took flight and homed in on the girls. Twilight looked back and seen them. She spoke through her teeth, "Rainbow! Behind us!"
Dash looked back and seen the white steeds flying towards them, "Twilight! Where's the library? Hurry!"
She pointed her hoof down at a unique building with a marble statue of Star Swirl The Bearded holding a book in front of it. Rainbow looked back again and knew she had to lose Nova's cronies first, "Hold on tight ladies, this is going to be shaky ride!"
Rainbow began to accelerate, so did the guards. Rainbow was impressed, "Oh You guys are good. But can you keep up with the best young flyer?"
She sped up faster and the guards still managed to keep up. Dash only laughed, "Alright, you guys got speed, but do ya got agility?"
She took a sharp turn and flew back around the guards, then twisting around buildings, below and over bridges, and through the clouds, out into the dark of the night. This confused the guards and made them lose their place, "Where'd they go?" One of them asked.
"Don't look at me, you were leading!" Said the other one angrily.
The leading guard grunted, "Ahhh Nova's going to kill us if we don't find these mares."
The other guard looked around and sighed, "Well were gonna have to look for them. We can't go back empty-hooved."
He took the lead, "Come on, their around here somewhere..."
The former leading Pegesus followed and they lowered to the ground and began their search. Meanwhile, Rainbow and the girls appeared from behind a cloud. Rainbow waited until the two guards were out of sight, then continued to make her way to the library.
-----
"Alright girls, were here." Rainbow said as she landed on the roof.
They let go of Dash's tail and Twilight looked for something, "Uhh What are you doing Twilight?"
Twilight continued but responded, "I'm looking around for the attic. It's around here somewhere. This is where I always used to go for my studies. I had special permission from the Princess."
"You need help Twilight?" Asked Applejack.
She shook her head, "I'll find it, you girls keep a look out. We don't have a lot of time."
The dimmest line of sunlight hanged over the horizon and was soon to disappear over the gleaming moon. It must've been almost midnight. The girls noticed that the streets were nearly silent, only the trots and clops of the guards patrolling around Canterlot. Nova had surely sent out his best, excluding Comet and Buckingham. Rainbow gazed up at the radiate moonlight and she thought for a while, about Cloudsdale, Ponyville, but mostly she thought about her friends. Whether they were dead or alive, she didn't know. Again, she began to quietly sob over her missing companions. Looking over another side of Equestria, was Applejack. She looked down at the distant pastures, towards home, towards Sweet Apple Acres...Towards Applebloom. The memories of her little sister entered her thoughts yet again. Applejack was scared for the life of her sister. Was she safe? She couldn't help think that Applebloom may never forgive her for leaving again. She whispered her apologies, and put her head down. After ten minutes of reminiscing, Twilight finally uncovered the trap door to the attic, "Found it!"
Applejack tilted her head up and trotted over, "Mighty good job there Twi, let's go..."
Twilight looked into her eyes and she worried, "You ok AJ?"
Applejack nodded and smiled, "I'm fine, just thinking about something."
Twilight sympathized and put her hoof around her heart-torn friend. She called over to Rainbow, "You ready Rainbow Dash?"
Before she turned around, Dash wiped her tears away and tried to make her voice sound normal. She too, trotted over, hiding her emotions, "You bet, let's get going."
They climbed down into a small narrow hallway that lead to another room Twilight illuminated her horn, brightening the room, which made it appear much bigger. That was the attic. It was surrounded wall to wall, with books. Applejack was amazed, "Boy howdy! Look at all these books."
Twilight laughed, "Oh Yeah, this is where I always used study for my tests in magic school. It's been a while, (she coughs) and really dusty."
Rainbow looked around and noticed a sun roof where the moon shined through, "You sure their not going to find us in here?"
Twilight looked through the rows of books and shook her head, "Oh Were not staying up here, this is only the attic. We have to get down to the basement, that's where we'll be hiding."
Applejack and Rainbow looked at each other confused, "A basement? Really? Yer kiddin right?" Said AJ.
Twilight looked back at the girls and chuckled, "Well it's not exactly a basement, I mean it is, but it's not. It's a secret room. The Princess showed it to me years ago. She said it was where the descendants and students of Star Swirl used to test their magic in front of a league of wise, knowledgeable Unicorns known as the High Canterlot Council For Unicorns. Only special ponies were accepted into the union. These members would go on to become the---"
"Yeah that's great and all..." Rainbow interrupted, "But this really isn't the time for a history lesson."
Twilight laughed nervously, "Your right, let's go."
Twilight approached a handle on the floor which appeared to be another trap door that lead down to the library itself. Twilight peeked her head down first to make sure no one was around, the building appeared to be closed. She waved Rainbow to fly each of them down. Twilight made Applejack go first, she had to make sure she went back and checked if the trap door to the roof was shut and grab a couple books off the shelves of the attic. Twilight returned to the door down to the library and Rainbow helped her descend to the main level. Rainbow went back up one more time to shut the trap door. Twilight lead them to the book shelves in the very back, she shined the small light from her horn to create tolerable brightness. These shelves were also very dusty. Twilight looked up, down, and across the rows of books. She did this for five minutes until Rainbow had gotten fed up, "Twilight what are you doing?"
She didn't respond. She gestured her hoof in front of Rainbow in a be quiet motion while still looking at the books. They were almost at one end of the shelf when Twilight finally found what she was looking for, "Ah-ha!"
"What is it Twi?" Asked Applejack curiously.
"Lean up against the bookcase girls..." Twilight said.
Rainbow and Applejack looked at each other skeptically and did as they were told. The leaned against the shelf and Twilight also got into position as she pulled one of the books out halfway...Part of the floor slightly rose in a circular shape below their hooves by a couple millimetres, The sound of gears meshing and locks turning could be heard on the other side of the wall. Then the floor, the bookcase, and the girls began to turn. Arriving on the otherside of the bookcase, behind the wall, it was a secret compartment. Although Applejack and Rainbow were disappointed. It appeared to be only another narrow hallway, except this time it lead to a dead-end, "Uh Twilight? There's nothing in here." Said Rainbow Dash.
"Just wait." Twilight responded.
Next to them, were three tall stacks of encyclopedias and dictionaries. Twilight flipped open the cover of one of the books on top of one stack and instead pages, embedded within the book was a handle. Twilight pulled it back and held AJ and Rainbow back as the sound of more machinery occured. All of a sudden, at the end of the hallway, part of the floor gave away, then another part, and another, continuing all the way up to the girls hooves. Each part of the floor fell shorter as it neared them. Creating a staircase before them. The girls were astonished and impressed. Twilight lead on, "Come on girls, it's just down here."
Twilight brightened her horn, for it was getting darker as they proceeded downward. They got to the bottom of the staircase and trotted through the opening to the next room. Once they were all on the otherside, the staircase lifted as it transformed into a wall behind them. Applejack checked it, "Uh Twi? Are we trapped?"
She shook her head, "Don't worry we can lower it again. There's a switch on the wall."
Twilight looked around the pitch-black room and found an unlit torch on the wall. She fired a bolt from her horn to ignite it. With the room somewhat brighter, she seen more torches around the room. Twilight went to each one, lighting it with her horn. When she completed that task, the girls could see that the room was very elaborate, symmetrical, covered in ancient books. In the center of the large room was a detailed spell circle, etched in the rock of the floor. Twilight explained, "That's where Unicorns would be put to the tests of the early Equestrian Era..."
In the back of the room were five podiums, with names engraved into each one, "...and these were the podiums of the five Unicorns of judgment."
She named them off from left to right, "...Aries The Noble, Ellipsis The Enchanter, Star Swirl The Bearded, Bellflower The Sorceress, and Duchess of Canterlot, Dewberry III. These five ponies were philosophers, teachers, judges, and leaders for a short time before a political system was established. Somewhere among these books girls, lies the answer to defeating Nova Sparks once and for all. I know the meteorite hit Equestria a long time after these ponies were around but there has got to be something."
Applejack trotted up, "Well were here to help Twi, just what are ya lookin for?"
Twilight gazed around, "That's just it, I don't know where to begin! Aries and Bellflower only practiced their magic with plants, Dewberry studied from books, and Ellipsis was a strict school professor. I guess Star Swirl would be our best starting point. He was after all, known as the Master of Magic.	
The girls looked at the rows and columns of books ahead of them. Rainbow sighed, "I guess we better get started."
They proceeded in diving into the mass quantity of ancient documents in search for a way to counter-act Nova's powerful magic.
-----
Hours passed into the early morning, around 3:30am. Applejack and Rainbow had fallen asleep. Twilight was still awake, lying down next to a mountain of books she had skimmed through. Still nothing. Many of the books were hard to read because of their deterioration, that and the fact they written in Ancient Equestrian English. Twilight felt her stomach rumble, they hadn't packed a lot of food before they left Sweet Apple Acres. They finished off most of what they had before AJ and Dash drifted off. Sooner or later they would have sneak out and find food...Twilight shook her head to ignore the hunger urges and continued digging her snout into the books. Although her pains grew stronger and she couldn't concentrate anymore. She peeked her head up from her document and looked over at Rainbows saddlebag for anymore traces of food, and luckily there was one more apple left for the snacking. Twilight licked her lips as she stood up. She trotted up to the apple and kneeled down to bite it, when all of a sudden, the apple began to glow. Twilight backed off from confusion. She was puzzled as the apple also began to roll itself across the room. Twilight looked back and Applejack and Rainbow Dash to assure they weren't playing a trick on her. She decided to follow the fruit. She wasn't following for long until it stopped. But where it had stopped really perplexed her even more. The apple had stopped in the center of the spell circle. Twilight looked at it baffled as she proceeded to pick it up again. When she entered the outer ring of the circle, it shocked her hoof and she jumped back, "Ouch!"
The circle began to light up. Each detailed line progressively enlightening. While this was happening, the enchanted apple levitated. The circle completed lighting up, and Twilight looked up at the apple. She thought her eyes were playing tricks on her, a hazy image began to form. The figure was large, white, flying...spiritual and majestic. The transparent figure of a ghost. Twilight peered at it, and smiled very happily, "Princess Celestia!"
The entity finally focused itself into clearity and what Twilight had predicted, was true. The spirit of Celestia was before her. She looked down at her faithful student and spoke softly and sweetly, with an ominous echo, "My dear Twilight Sparkle I am filled with joy to see that you have found the Sanctuary Of The Unicorns. Most importantly, I'm glad your safe."
Twilight bowed down and began to cry relieving tears, "Oh Princess Celestia, I thought I'd never see you again..."
Celestia smiled, "Please do not cry for me anymore my child, I am at peace now. Also, I will always be with you, with all of you. My physical form maybe defeated, but I'll always be here, spiritually. But I am afraid this may be the final time we'll see each other. Listen closely to what I have to say."
Twilight stood up and wept her tears away, "I'm all ears, your majesty."
The spirit continued, "Very good. I can sense that Nova Sparks is starting to lose confidence in his society. He knows that he can be defeated. Also you will pleased to know that Spike and the others are still alive, and well."
Twilight closed her eyes and sighed with easing relief, "Oh Thank goodness. You have no idea how happy I am to hear that."
Celestia smiled again, "I know you are...You were right to come here my child. For safety, but you should know that you had the answer to defeat Nova Sparks all along...The elements of harmony."
The student facehoofed, "Of course, how blind of me!"
Celestia chuckled softly, "Do not blame yourself my faithful student, traumatic experiences can block much of the mind. But yes, the elements of harmony are the only way of stopping Nova Sparks magic overhaul. I took the elements to a secret location after the six of you had banished Discord. Now they lie within the one true place Nova Sparks cannot get to them...Your hearts."
The apple that had been levitating around Celestia suddenly burst into six equal parts. Etched in each pieces peel, were their individual cutie-marks. The parts of the apple landed before Twilights hooves, "I don't understand."
The Princess explained, "It's simple my dear. Each part of this apple, represents the individual element that each one of you were destined for. Once you eat your slice of the apple, your element will be engraved into your heart forever. But in order for this plan to work, you MUST free the others before it is too late. Nova will surely have plans in using them, to get to you. I will tell you that as long as you have your mirrors, their magic cannot harm you, but that doesn't mean they can't hurt you...I would recommend that until you figure out a plan to free your friends, that you remain here. Nova's guards will not find you here."
Twilight briefly looked discouraged, "But were out of food. What can we do?"
The Princess laughed again, "Look in Bellflower's Essence of the Herbs. Chapter 37, transforming wood to fruit. I would suggest that in the night, you go into the library of this building and only use the pages of certain books that are...common. The books in here are too important."
Twilight nodded, "I understand Princess."
"Finally I will say that you must complete your mission before Nova's project: meteor is finished. That missile will surely be the end of the Equestria we know. It won't take long for the Griffons to fight back...Good luck Twilight Sparkle. I know you'll find someway to save your friends. See to it that you have Applejack and Rainbow Dash eat their slice of apple as well, and be careful with the other three for Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie. You only have one shot at getting this right. Also, let Applejack know that her sister is doing fine."
"She'll be glad to hear it Princess." Twilight added.
Celestia smiled warmly, "I'm sure too. Big Macintosh will be shifted back to normal when Nova's magic is lifted from the power of the elements. You must smite Nova with them. His horn is now the most powerful horn in Equestria, and if you take his horn out, it will cause a chain reaction and deactivate the magic within the special rock from the stray meteorite...Also I regret to inform you that the Mayor of Ponyville was killed at the hooves of Nova. He must be stopped at all costs! No matter what, he cannot succeed. Or else he'll surely bring the end of the world as we know it. Our land's fate is in yours, Applejacks, and Rainbow Dash's hooves now. Good luck my most faithful student..."
Twilight spoke up, "Wait Princess! Are you sure this is the last time we'll ever see each other?"
The Princess shut her eyes, "I am afraid so my child...But let me say that you were the best student I have ever taught. You are strong and you can overcome anything. Over the years, I would like to say that I thought of you as my own daughter. You will oversee this adversary Twilight, I can feel it...Farewell my child, I have and always will, love you. Remember...For Equestria..."
The spirit of Celestia soon faded and light in the spell circle, darkened. Twilight tipped her head down and dropped one last tear from her eye, "For Equestria Princess, and thank you...For everything..."
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 14 A New Hope, Another Adversary
The sun rose above the horizon of Equestria and Nova was still awake, awaiting in his office on his ship. Buckingham and Comet were propped up in chairs, still comatose from the impact they took from Comets deflected magic. Also Big Macintosh stood by Nova's side. Sparks was sitting in his desk, sipping coffee, waiting for his steeds to come to. He turned around in his office chair, towards the window, watching on the horizon towards the desert where his missile lay dormant. He turned back around and saw Comet beginning to stir. It went on for a few minutes, then Bradshaw began to awake as well. Knowing that they were finally coming around, Nova took action, "Macintosh, wake them up."
"Eeyup!" The red stallion agreed.
Big Mac went behind both of them, and put one of his front hooves under each chair. Then, he thrusted upward, sending both Comet and Buckingham in the air for a short time until coming down and smacking their heads and chests off Nova's desk. They both woke up immediately, throbbing around in discomfort and tremendous pain. Sparks scolded the red pony, "Watch the desk you idiot! I just had it polished yesterday! Go over there by the door and stay out of the way."
Big Mac complied again, "Eeyup!"
Nova trotted from around his desk to his incapacitated henchmen. He kicked both of them, "Get up!...Get up!"
They both coughed a couple times before they stood up. Nova balanced them with his hooves. Then shoved them back, "Pick your bloody chairs up and sit down!"
Nova went back to his desk while Comet and Bradshaw fixed their chairs in front of Nova and sat down. They were still groggy and half-asleep. Nova spoke strongly and clearly to get their attention, "So...what do you have to say for yourselves? Huh? Once again, you numbskulls have contributed to their escape...AGAIN! I am beginning to get sick of this. The only other thing that's giving me a headache, besides Twilight Sparkle is you two. We had them...We had them! I ought to kill the both of you..."
Bradshaw lifted his head up and tried to explain, "Sir. Comet went ahead and fired his horn, knowin that them fillies still had that mirror. It was his fault. I tried to stop em..."
Comet snapped back angerly, "Don't you go trying to pin all the blame on me! I wasn't the one who could've shot them when he had the chance!"
The brown stallion glared into his partners eyes, "...You implyin that I started all this?"
Comet starred right back, "I'm not implying...I'm telling."
"Shut up! Both of you!" Nova exclaimed.
He continued, "Now listen...I'm only going to tell you this one time...You two mess up again...and I promise, it won't end well for you."
Nova glanced over at Comet, "I could take that lovely little golden horn of yours...and shove it up somewhere awful!"
He then turned to Bradshaw Buckingham, "As for you...I'll drive all those diamonds of yours down your gullet...In other words, this is your last chance. Buck up one more time, and your terminated. Understand?"
Comet and Bradshaw nodded nervously, "Yes Mr. Sparks."
Nova levitated his cup and sipped his coffee again, "Good. Now...I've surrounded Canterlot and filled the skies with guards so they have no possibility of escaping the city. All we have to do, is smoke them out of their hiding spot. Also, I received a telegram last night from the mine. project: meteor is nearing completion. I really rather not have those mares interupt my finest hour. So in a matter of days, I'll be making way to the desert, into the canyons. I mention this because I wish for one of you to accompany me while one must remain here while I'm gone. So discuss it amongst yourselves. Since you two love to argue with each other. Have at it...later. Right now on the other hoof, we need to find a way to capture those mares. I'll be contempt if we can capture only Twilight Sparkle. It's her that I worry about. She's obviously the back bone of their little group..."
Nova yawned, "Actually, I'll leave it for you two to plan this out. I'm exhausted, you two also caused me to lose a nights sleep."
He rose from his desk and proceeded to trot out the door. He stopped before exiting and turned around, "When I come back, I want to hear that you two can co-exist and deliver your plan..."
Then suddenly, a boasting voice of a mare broke their conversation. Sounding very proud, yet arrogant, "Oooh Please. Your really going to leave the plan up to those fools?"
Nova straightened up and went to turn around to the pony behind him, "and just WHO do you think YOU a......You. I know you, I've seen you I know I have...Trixie is it?"
The blue mare spoke up egotistically and went nose to nose with Sparks, "That's the Great and Powerful Trixie to you!"
Nova backed away and rolled his eyes. He sounded interested, "Well my first question is what do you want, and how the bloody buck you got passed my security?"
Trixie trotted in with her head up high and arrogant grin. She wore her star covered cape and sorceress hat, "I am here to help you deal with Twilight Sparkle. For I am the only one who can truly put her in her place."
Nova laughed sarcastically, "Oh How fascinating! Really? What makes you think that you can capture her when me and my entire armada could not?"
Trixie turned around and starred him in the face, "Because I have a grudge to settle with her. She ruined my life!"
Nova shut his office door and trotted passed Trixie and sat back down at his desk. He insisted she explain to him, "Enlighten us if you could..."
Trixie gazed out the window, and up to the hardly visible stars, faintly twinkling in the morning rise. She went on, "I used to run a one-pony magic show. I went from town to town, city to city, performing for ponies all around Equestria. One day I ended up in Ponyville. It was only a small town, The Great and Powerful Trixie didn't expect much difficulty in pleasing them. After showing great and powerful magic for the audience. I think there were three simple locals that tried to outshow me. I couldn't remember who they were, but Twilight Sparkle stood out to me. She didn't try to outshow me at first. But that evening, she ruined my career...Earlier that day I spoke of my tale of the banishing of the great Ursa Major. Of course I only told that story to impress the ponies further more. Anyways that night, these two fans of mine go ahead bring a real Ursa Major for me to banish, at least I thought it was an Ursa Major. But then I'm forced to admit that I never actually banished one. So then here comes Twilight Sparkle to steal away my thunder! SHE ends up successfully banishing the Ursa Minor it turns out and permanently labelling me as a fraud! I left Ponyville that night, embaressed in front of everypony. For months and months I was ridiculed and everypony shouted me down as a fake! All because of Twilight Sparkle. I want her just as much you do..."
Nova nodded and took the last sips of his coffee, "I see, but it appears that you brought all of this on yourself. Isn't that correct?"
Trixie slammed her hooves down on his desk with stressful frustration, "But that's not the point! One little white lie should not have derailed my entire life! I hit rock bottom and now I'm trying to scrap my way back to the top, and the only way to do that is to eliminate Twilight Sparkle myself. I heard of your speech you gave in Ponyville and the minute I heard that you were hunting Twilight Sparkle, I made my way to here from Manehatten. I've been spying on you and your men for quite a while now. Knowing that you want Twilight Sparkle rid of ever so badly. I've come up with the perfect plan that will surely work...So...are you going to help me or not?"
Sparks leaned back in his chair and crossed his hooves, "Well that depends don't it my dear? What is your perfect plan?"
The arrogant Trixie smirked and her eyes looked heartless and cold, "I know you have four of Twilight's friends locked up. I also know that one of your Unicorns is able control a ponies mind. I'm really surprised you didn't think of it earlier."
She glazes her eyes over towards Bradshaw and Comet with a domineering look, "Then again with assistants like these, that explains a lot."
Comet rose up angerily, "For your information, I'M the one who brainwashed all those ponies! You can't talk down to me like that!"
Trixie snickered, "Well you seem pretty proud of yourself after losing Twilight and her friends for the second time."
Comet laughed mockingly, "Well at least I didn't humiliate myself in front of an entire community, permanentely labelling myself as an absolute and utter failure!"
Nova stood up, very agitated, "Comet shut your trap! This beautiful mares a genius."
"But Sir, you seen how she trotted in here. She's all ego." Comet added.
"I don't care." Said Nova.
He continued, "We should've thought of this earlier. It's a terrific plan. Are you implying that we turn Twilight Sparkles allies against her?"
The self-proclaimed great and powerful one nodded, "That's exactly what I mean. Twilight won't have the heart to fight her own friends. They'll be powerless and be forced to give in...Any objections?"
Comet went to raise his hoof until he realized no other pony, especially Nova, was raising their hooves. Nova applauded the idea, "Excellent, marvelous, there's just one more question I have for you."
Trixie smiled at him, "and that is?"
Nova sat back down and leaned on his desk with his front hooves crossed on the table. He tilted his head down and brought it back up with a smile, "How can I possibly trust you in my organization?"
Trixie took in the question and approached Nova. She stared into his eyes with serious expression, "Because I want Twilight Sparkle dead just as much as you do. I got a view to a kill with her name on it. I trotted all the way from Manehatten just to meet with you. Not to mention that I've given you the perfect plan. Isn't that enough?"
Nova concentrated into her eyes for a long ten seconds. He leaned back and turned to Buckingham, "See to it that this lovely girl gets a room, (he turns to Comet) and not a word out of you..."
Bradshaw got up from his seat, "It'll be done Sir. Come along Ms. Trixie."
Nova still glanced at Comet, "You can go ahead and take that red imbecile and go patrolling the streets."
Comet sighed and nodded, "You got Mr. Sparks."
He got up and slugishly trotted out the door accompanying Big Mac, "Come on you!"
"...Eeyup!"
-----
Twilight awoke after only getting a few hours of sleep. She looked around the dark room with only one torch left lit. She lifted up her hooves to find that it wasn't a dream, the enchanted apple slices were still there, "I guess it really happened..." She told herself.
"W-w-what happened?" Rainbow said curiously, just waking up.
"Oh Rainbow...I'll tell you later." Twilight answered quietly.
Rainbow nodded and drifted back for another few minutes of sleep. Twilight could hear the faint clops and trots of other ponies through the ceiling. The library was open. She stuffed the apple slices inside her saddlebag and stood up. Twilight brushed herself off from sleeping on the ground and trotted around, re-lighting all the torches with her horn. When she lit the last torch, she couldn't help notice the large portrait next to her. It was in the very back of the room. She wondered why she had never noticed it before. It imaged Star Swirl surrounded by the other council members. Twilight had always looked up to Star Swirl, almost as much as she did Celestia. She wondered if Star Swirl was there today, would he know an easier answer? Twilight knew it was going to be a near suicide mission to free her friends, but it had to be done. She decided it was time to wake up Applejack and Rainbow Dash, and tell them of her encounters early that morning. She trotted over and nudged both of them, "Girls...Wake up I have something important to tell you."
Dash and AJ stirred around for a while then looked up at Twilight, "Well boy howdy, what a night. Mornin Twi." Applejack greeted while rubbing her eyes.
Twilight cut to the chase, "Girls get up. This is really important."
Rainbow stretched out and put her hooves behind her head, "Yeah yeah, just a couple more minutes mom."
Twilight shook her head, "You don't understand. It's about saving the girls!"
Immediately AJ and Rainbow sprang up. Rainbow suspended herself in the air out of excitement and flew up to Twilight, and grabbed her by the shoulders, "Their alive? Really? How do you know?!"
Twilight tried to ease her friend down, "Rainbow! Calm down! I got to explain it to you first."
Applejack grabbed on to Rainbow and pulled her down, "Whoa there Rainbow, calm down now. Carry on Sugar Cube."
Twilight sighed and thought of a way to explain it but there was no right way, other then just to come out with it, "I don't exactly know how to tell you this girls...but last night, I was visited by the spirit of Princess Celestia."
As expected, Rainbow and AJ looked at her with a weird, skeptical expression. Applejack spoke out, "Uh Twilight, you ok?"
She continued anyway, "I know it's hard to believe, but you got to believe me. It all started with a magic apple..."
Rainbow cut it abruptly, "Ok now I know your crazy. Are you sure it wasn't a dream?"
Twilight grunted, then remembered the apple slices in her saddlebag. She went over her to bag to retrieve them. Though instead she just levitated it and brought it with her. She flipped the bag upside down, emptying all the contents; mirrors, books, quills, a map of Nova's ship, a vial of "silverblood" sirum, manarite ore...and the six, gleaming, enchanted slices of apple. AJ and Dash were suddenly intregued. Twilight tried to explain again, "The Princess explained to me that there was a possible way to defeat Nova's magic...The elements of harmony."
Those words sparked Applejack and Rainbow, and they looked up from the apple and looked into each others eyes. Twilight sensed their interest and continued to explain, "This apple has been enchanted by the Princess herself. As you can see, each other one of these slices has our individual cutie-marks etched into it, each containing our specified element. Princess Celestia warned us that Nova's missile will be completed within the next week. We have to stop him before he sets it off...Spike and the girls are fine, their doing well. That and she told me to tell you Applejack, that Applebloom is ok. Now that Nova has the most powerful horn in Equestria, if we can strike him with the elements of harmony, his horn should cause a chain reaction and lift all the curses he's placed on everypony, turning all the brainwashed ponies back to normal, eradicating the manarite. This is our only chance girls, it's our new hope...I don't know how yet, but were going ot get our girls freed."
Applejack and Rainbow Dash stared at each other for a little bit longer, then turned to Twilight and nodded, "We believe you Twilight, don't worry."
Twilight smiled happily, "Thank you. We'll get through this."
She levitated three slices of the apple. Rainbows, AJ's, and hers. She passed Rainbows and Applejacks pieces to them and held her's next to her, "Alright, be sure to eat the whole piece, we can't risk any faults."
They all agreed and scarfed down their slices, with three remaining. Twilight picked all the contents of her bag and packed them back in neatly, "Now we have to think of something by tonight girls, before Nova can get away. If that missile sets off...Nova's actions will be irreversable."
Applejack looked concerned, "What'll all happen if we don't succeed?"
Twilight kept a serious look and began to open her books, "...We must succeed..."
-----
Back on Nova's airship, later that afternoon, a prison guard dog walked into the holding cells with trays of hay and gems on a multi-levelled trolley, "Alright line up straight so we don't have any confusion!"
Spike spoke up, "Ok Geez, for one thing were right here. No need to yell, and there are only four of us. How confusing can it possibly get?"
The guard snapped back, waving at Spike strictly with a baton, "Don't get fresh!"
The Spike rolled his eyes and the dog opened a slit through the cell, big enough to fit plates through. Spike grabbed each plate and passed each one to the girls, except the gems of course. The girls were relaxing and lazing around in their cell. There wasn't much else they could do. Fluttershy was relaxing on the ground in the corner of the room. Spike laid her plate down in front of her. Pinkie's hair had flattened to express her depressive state, she was also sitting down with her plate. Rarity on the other hoof was in a complete state of anxiety. They all haven't bathed in the last many days, making Rarity's mane slightly crusty and dirty. She was a complete wreck. Although she managed to keep her sanity for the most part, "What day is it?"
Fluttershy peeped up with a response, "I'm not sure, after everything that's happened, I forgot..."
Pinkie Pie only lifted her head up, to put it back down again. She had refrained from talking the last few days out of terrible depression. Spike had managed to keep their hope alive, being the only left who had hope. Spike spent most of the hours going back and forth along the cell, gliding his claws over the bars and thought about Twilight. Fluttershy had been locked in flight restraints. It was a metal apparatus that wrapped around her abdoman, locking on the top, it was tightly fastened but not tight enough to cause pain. Rarity of course concerned about her looks, was even more concerned about Twilight and the other girls. They had no connections to the outside world as long as they remained in that prison. There had been many more prisoners that checked in over the past days. The other prisoners were locked the other cells among the room. Altogether there were three different cells. One for stallions, one for mares, and one specifically for Spike, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Pinkie Pie. Between the two other cells, there were nineteen prisoners. Twelve stallions and seven mares. Some got to leave while others struggled not to be dragged to their execution. The prison guard had finally finished serving out the rations. He rolled the trolley out the door and accidently bumped into somepony, "Watch where your going you bloody bloke!"
It was Nova. He entered the jail room and brought attention to the crowd, "Silence right now! Or you'll all be shot dead!"
The slight roar of the prisoners deafened to dead silence. Nova glazed his eyes around and ended off at the prison cell to his right. He smiled and approached, "Good afternoon Mr. Spike."
"Shove it Nova!" Spike exclaimed.
Nova used his magic and pushed Spike back against the wall, "No...You shove it, and shut up. Now I have some important news for the four of you. Within a matter of days, my life's ambitions will bring me my finest hours. Also...My dear, please enter."
Trixie strutted through the door, her nose still high as ever. Spike and the girls were shocked as their jaws dropped. Nova charmingly kissed her hoof, "I do believe you've met this lovely mare?"
Trixie smirked and stared at the four with her cold eyes, "My my, it has been a long time. Finally got the green out of your mane Rarity?"
Rarity jolted up, furious and tried reaching through the cell to get Trixie, "Never mention that again!"
Trixie flicked her silvery blue mane back with a cocky grin. Nova unveiled his plan, "Now listen up. I must unfortunately admit that your little friends are still alive and quite well."
He parted some of his mane away to show them the bump Applejack had left on his head from the first-aid kit she bucked at him, "Thanks to this stunning mare of magic, we have compiled the perfect plan, and you four are the missing puzzle pieces. I have only come down here to announce that when I need you, you'll be summoned."
Spike snapped, "You better not hurt...Did you have that horn before?"
The girls gazed in as well. Nova laughed, "Ah Yes my horn. I must inform you that your beloved Princess has...sacrificed herself for science. I claimed her horn...and her life."
Those words sunk into not only Spike and the girls, but the other inmates. Fluttershy, Pinkie, Rarity, and Spike couldn't muster up the words to react, it was a shock. Fluttershy turned her head away began to sob softly. Pinkie looked even more distressed, and Rarity sat down, speechless. Spike also, had nothing to say. He only turned away and leaned his head on the wall, smashing his fists against it. The crowd remained silent out of respect. Nova broke the silence, "You see? Not even your Princess Celestia could defeat me. Were even now. For my horn, and my stolen life from Equestria. I'll eventually see to it that you four, and your other agitating allies are incinerated...Alive...Come along my dear! It's time for tea."
Nova lead Trixie out the door and disappeared from sight. Nopony said anything for the longest while. The only words spoken, were the torn-hearted words of Fluttershy that touched the hearts of everypony with sadness,  "I can't believe it...she's gone..."
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 15 The Rising Flames Of Government Power
It was later in the evening. Twilight was at the books all day, scheming a plan to free the girls from Nova's clutches. She breezed over the map of Nova's airship, routed the fastest way to the jail cells, and pinpointed the perfect escape route. She also examined the manarite ore and the sirum. She decided if push comes to shove, she'll inject herself, matching Nova's magical capabilities. Rainbow was put on book collecting duty, after the library closed, she headed out to collect books for the spell Celestia mentioned to Twilight. Applejack was exercising, readying herself for the siege. She was practically killing herself. Insane amounts of push-ups, sit-ups, laps around the room, chin-ups by using the bookcase as a platform. The only thought that gave her the motivation was getting their hooves on Nova. Not only Nova, but she personally wants to make Comet pay for the pain he had caused her family. Twilight tore out blank pages from some of the unfinished books the high counselors had left behind, and levitated a quill to mark their entry points then write down important notes. Rainbow was flying around amidst the slight darkness of the library, with only the orange light from the sunset glarring in through the windows. She figured the librarian wouldn't miss any encyclopedias, because they had so many of them. She took about four which was all she could handle without losing her balance. She began to make her way back to the sanctuary until a magazine caught her eye. Enchanters Monthly Log, Dash thought about it and figured Twilight might want to read something more interesting for a while just to pass the time. Not being able to grab it with her hooves, she grabbed on to the magazine with her teeth and continued her way back. Applejack was lying down now, exhausted. Twilight was putting the last pieces of the plan together, and the sounds of turning and meshing gears symbolized Rainbow's return. The stairs dropped and she flew in with the books, then it rose back up again. Rainbow spoke through her teeth, still holding the magazine, "Back girls!"
Twilight got up from her studies, "Oh Great Rainbow! Wow, you've certainly got your hooves full." She said as she helped her friend.
Twilight levitated the books to ease the tension on Dash. Rainbow spitted the magazine into her hooves and offered it to Twilight, "Here Twilight. I figured you wanted something different to read for a change, you done a lot and I think you deserve a break."
Twilight lifted the magazine from Rainbows hooves, "Thanks Rainbow, I'll have a look at it after. Let's get ourselves organized with the plan first."
Rainbow agreed and AJ could just barely lift herself up but managed to trot over slowly. They huddled around Twilight who held her notes out in front of her, "Applejack could you grab a torch off the wall?"
Applejack nodded, "Sure thing Twi...Actually Rainbow, could you do it? I'm mighty sore here..."
Dash laughed, "Yes Applejack."
The pegesus took one of the torches from the wall and held close to Twilight, although being carefull not to burn the paper. Twilight explained the plan through, "Alright I've done all the studies, I've connected the dots and came up with this, very detailed plan. At 2am, Sunday morning, we are going to leave here and make our way behind the castle walls. I want us to lay low for the next few days, make it seem like we jumped town. Now Rainbow, you have two jobs. When we release Spike and the girls, you and Fluttershy are going to fly us out of there. Your other job is to act as our emergency exit. If anything should go wrong, you fly us back here. You'll know when to save us. Watch for a signal. Now Applejack, (she showed her the map, going over it with her hooves) were going to enter the ship through the shaft of the rocket thrusters. This map shows a trap door leading to a ventilation system, and if we follow this path here, we should end up above the holding cells. Then we'll free the girls, climb back into the vents, travel this path here, and eventually end up above Nova's office where we'll crash in on him. Before hoof though, we'll be sure to give the girls their apple slices. (She looks back at Rainbow) Then you'll rush in through Nova's window after I give you another signal. We'll surround him, strike him with the elements, eradicating any and all forms of his sinister magic. Freeing Equestria from his tyranny and restoring harmony! Now of course this is easier said then done. Even though we'll be under the radar, Nova will have his canines and steeds lurking around the streets, so were not going to fly, and were not going through the streets too easily. We'll have to move quietly."
Applejack approved of the plan, "Well ya gotta great plan there Twilight. But what are we gonna do fer the next few days?"
"Were going to stay here, go over the plan again and again, memorize it. Prepare to give our lives...If I don't get to say it again, I just wanted to say that I love you girls. Forever and beyond..."
Twilight extended her front hoof out. Rainbow and AJ caught on and threw their hooves in as well. Applejack laid the torch down and nodded to Twilight, "Were with ya Twi, till the end..."
Rainbow also bobbed her head, "We'll beat this guy together, and if we don't, we'll die trying..."
-----
The next morning, Trixie lay in her bedroom aboard the ship, still sleeping. Her room door slowly opened, then Nova and a Unicorn assistant trotted in the room quietly, rolling a trolley. The assistant stopped the trolley at Trixie's bedside and Nova waved him away, "That will be all..."
The Unicorn nodded and left the room then closed the door behind him. Nova stared at the slumbering blue mare and charmingly smiled. Atop the trolley was a silver tray, holding a very complex breakfast. Eggs, toast, apple juice, tea, strawberries, waffles, cheese bits, etc. Nova used his magic and opened the curtains of the room, shining the morning sun through the window, beaming across Trixie's coat. The charmed stallion magically lifted the window up, sending in a small breeze from the outdoors. The great and powerful one began to awaken. She opened one of her eyes, the other half of her face was dug into the pillow. she was surprised but welcomed him, "Good morning Mr. Sparks. Can I, The Great and Powerful Trixie ask why you are in my room?"
Nova continued to warmly smile towards her, "My dear, call me Nova. I just figured a dazzling mare such as yourself deserved to be greeted with a delicious morning meal, while in the comfort of your warm bed."
"Well...Thank you...Nova." Trixie replied slowly and intrigued.
The grey steed levitated the tray over the bed and suspended it there for her to eat, "No trouble at all my dear Miss Trixie."
Trixie sipped the apple juice, "Can I ask you something?"
Nova sat down at her beside and nodded, "Anything my dear."
"Are you trying to charm me?" She asked firmly and seriously.
The obviously infatuated Nova replied with another question, "Well that depends...Is it working?"
Trixie tried to hide her blushed cheeks but it looked to obvious, "Well ever since I arrived you've been such a gentlecolt and this wonderful breakfast pleases The Great and Powerful Trixie...I like it very much..."
They stared into each others eyes, and began to lean it towards one another. Their heads turned as they got closer. Nova caressed Trixie's mane. As they became ever so close, Nova spoke softly, "I guess that means...yes."
The two villains locked lips and kissed. They both come away smiling to each other. Nova placed the tray aside on the trolley and held Trixie's right hoof with his hooves together, "How would like to rule Southern Equestria?"
Trixie's ignorant ego was then brought back into the equation, "The south side? Really? Oh Please it's nothing but a dump down there. Can't I have something a little more...interesting?"
Nova was surprised with the reaction. Although he decided to sweeten the offer, "Alright, alright. If I added Ponyville into the matter would you reconsider?"
Trixie thought about the purposal and thought of her past in Ponyville, then smiled deviously, "Oh They'll show their respect for me alright, and they'll like me whether they want to or not! I'll take it."
Nova levitated the tray once again as he grinned, "Well that's good because it just so happens that I am delivering two speeches today. One in Canterlot and another in Ponyville. How about you finish your meal and meet me in my office to discuss our arrangements for the public gathering?"
The egotistical pony sipped her tea and nodded gracefully, "I shall. I can't wait to see the look on everyponies face when they here that The Grrrreat And Powerful Trixie will be running the show!"
Nova kissed her hoof, "Splendid my dear! Now I have sent Mr. Buckingham to run an errand for me. It's related to the plan to capture Twilight and her accomplices. Thanks to an inside tip, we were notified of close relatives to that...how I say...Country girl."
-----
"Applebloom! It's feedin time!" Shouted Braeburn from the bottom of the stairs.
She responded from the top, "Comin Braeburn!"
The little filly trotted down the stairs and went into the dining room. There sat Granny Smith and Braeburn, waiting on Applebloom. The table was decorated with fruit, three bowls of oatmeal, and toast with apple jam spread over each slice. Applebloom sat down and started munching away. She slowed for a minute to ask Braeburn, "What are ya doin t'day Cuz?"
He looked up from his bowl, "I'm gonna be out in the fields today, buckin the east crop of apple trees. I reckon though I'll need a little bit of help. Would ya like to come along?"
Appleblooms face lit up, "Would I?!"
Braeburn laughed, "I figured you'd want to. Well you finish up your breakfast and get ready. As soon as I'm done here I'm gonna head out. You got the dishes covered right Aunt Smith?"
The aged mare nodded, "Oooh Yes. You run along and get them apples bucked. I'll take care of all this."
It wasn't long until Applebloom rushed her breakfast down, on account of her excitement. Braeburn laughed at her, "Your gonna give yerself a stomachache like that."
The hyped up filly ignored him and finished the last bit of toast she had and raced up the stairs to put on her red bow. Braeburn couldn't help but chuckle at her. He finished his breakfast a little later and rose from the table then grabbed his hat from the hat rack in the porch. He called from the stairs again, "I'm gone out Applebloom! I'll meet ya out there! Oh I almost forgot."
He trotted over and kissed his Aunt, "Thanks fer the feed Aunty."
"Oh Your quite welcome deary. Now get out there and..."
There was a knock at the door. Braeburn glanced at a clock on the wall which showed 7am, "I wonder who that could be this early in the mornin?" He wondered.
The knocking continued, "I'm comin, I'm comin, keep your horseshoes on!"
Braeburn approached the door and unlocked it. He turned the handle, opened the door, and standing in front of him were two dogs, two stallions, and another figure standing behind them. Braeburn got nervous, "Uuuh Good morning Sirs. Can I help ya'll?"
The dogs and ponies parted in the middle and Bradshaw Buckingham trotted in smiling, and shook hooves with Braeburn, "Howdy Mr. Apple. The names Buckingham, Bradshaw Buckingham."
Now he was intimidated, "Uuuh Howdy there. Is there anything I can do for you gentlecolts?"
Bradshaw laughed, "No, no. There's nothin you can do fer us. But we've come on important business."
Braeburn played along and laughed with him. Though he was still quite nervous, "Is that so? What would that be?"
Buckingham waved his men in. The guards loyally obeyed. Braeburn was surrounded. Bradshaw put his hoof around Braeburn, "I'm sorry Mr. Apple. But your under arrest for two very major violations that I'm sure was put forth very clear by Mr. Sparks himself."
He looked back and forth at the guards while one of the massive canines ceased him. Bradshaw continued, "Ya see Mr. Apple, we know your from Appleloosa. You and everypony else were given strict instructions to go back to where ever ya'll came from. You didn't go through municipal customs sir, that's a violation..."
Granny Smith appeared through the dining room door and Applebloom at the top of the stairs to find out what the commotion was about. Buckingham seen them and pointed at both of them. The other canine went for Applebloom while the two ponies ceased Granny Smith. The two stallions appeared to be a Unicorn and a Pegesus. They weren't long catching the grandmother, but Applebloom struggled, though wasn't strong enough to overthrow the brutal strength of the dog. She was carried to the bottom and held by the mutt while Bradshaw progressed with his speech, "Now that we that covered, I'll continue. You folks are also in violation of a critical law that would normally land you in execution. Although I was given instructions for a special penalizing fer this one. We know that you had Twilight and her friends here. That's a very deadly law. Now I'll will accompanyin this little filly and the ol bat to the prison in Ponyville. While you Mr. Apple will be deported back to Appleloosa and be jailed for these two violations. But let me give you a little heads up Sir. Disobey Nova Sparks again, and you'll thrown off a cliff...Get em out of here..."
Braeburn shook his head continuously, "No Sir please, you can't do that. Who will look after my relatives and the farm?"
Buckingham laughed, "We'll look after yer family for the next while. But were condemning the farm."
Applebloom looked up at him, scared and confused, "What does that mean?"
Bradshaw laughed briefly then turned serious, "Alright you mutt, take our friend Braeburn here back to Appleloosa and report back when ya get there. The rest of you, take those mares to the stagecoach. Chains are in the back seat. Let's move out!"
Bradshaw and his officers exited the house, with the captured Apple family. Braeburn was loaded into a different stagecoach, facing the west, destined for Appleloosa. Granny Smith and Applebloom were chained together as Twilight and the other girls were, except this time there was more security. They were laid in the back seat of the carrier. The door of it shut, and locked. Bradshaw went around to the back of the wagon to a trunk compartment. He called over to his other canine and the Pegesus, "You two. C'mere."
He opened the trunk and handed them two very large, very heavy machines, "Take these flamethrowers and torch this place to the ground...and the fields too. Report back to Ponyville when yer done. Mr. Sparks is giving a speech and we'll need crowd control."
They nodded to his superior and headed off to burn down Sweet Apple Acres. Bradshaw waved the other stagecoach on. He went around to Earth ponies who were pulling the cart, "Don't go until I see this place up in flames. (He looks at his Unicorn guard) Get in..."
They climbed in and sat across from Granny Smith and Applebloom, "What are you goin to do to our home?" The little one asked, she was beginning to tear up.
Bradshaw made it very clear, "I'm only followin orders lil missy. You'll see one day, how cold n hard this world could be."
Applebloom could only watch as she seen her own home go up in flames. Everything she had ever known was in that house. Her toys, pictures, family albums, memories that can't be salvaged. The little filly cried her heart out and pressed her hoof against the window. She also began to see smoke pouring from the fields, "Our apple orchard!"
Sweet Apple Acres was a burning hellfire. Every bit of the Apples land was being scorched bit by bit. The rotten stench of smoke was in the air and the crackling embers could be heard from the inside of the stagecoach. Each crackle tore into the hearts of Granny Smith and Applebloom. Applebloom turned away from the frightening sight and cried into her Grandmothers lap. Buckingham was pleased and knocked on the wall, "Ya'll can start trottin now! I've seen what I wanted to see."
The fire blazed higher and higher into the heavens, and the stagecoach took off. Destined for Ponyville.
-----
That evening around six o'clock, Nova's ship hovered in the air above the Ponyville town square. Everypony was packed into the vacinity. Being forced in by the canine and Unicorn officers. Everypony was confused and somewhat lost over what was happening. The stage was set up with the flag of the Nova Sparks cutie mark displayed upon the curtain. A podium was also placed. Everypony waited cautiously for something to happen. Some ponies had been detained for trying to leave the gathering. Bradshaw Buckingham appeared through the opening of the curtain and addressed to get the crowds attention, "Citizens of Ponyville. Give me your complete attention!...By now you should all be in junction with the new laws Mr. Sparks has put through. He will be joinin us in a moment. But first I just want to make somethin perfectly clear. Up till this point you've all been referring Mr. Sparks ship as "The Ship". But now after meeting last night in Mr. Sparks office, we have come to the conclusion that you will all now refer to ship as "The Supernova". Sure it's quite cliché but I'm sure nopony will have any problems with it...Now without further adieu. I give you our glorious new leader, tyrant of Equestria. Mr. Nova Sparks! (He whispers into his gadget) That's your cue Mr. Sparks."
The large platform began to lower from the ship. Carrying Nova Sparks, Trixie, Comet, Big Macintosh, and two Pegesi escorts. As they lowered to the ground, the crowd clopped and cheered out of intimidation, hoping not to be punished. The platform was suspended above the stage momentarily as majestic music was being played from the Supernova. Once the song had ended, they landed on the stage where Nova trotted behind the podium and delivered his speech, "My loyal Equestrians, I have arrived to deliver some very important announcements. If you haven't heard or preferably smelled by now. You will all come to find out that Sweet Apple Acres mysteriously caught fire this afternoon. I would just like to inform you are that the Apple family is fine and I am personally tending to their tragic loss. (A dull roar of chatter went through the crowd) Attention! Quiet at once! Second, I'd like to introduce my lovely companion, The Great and Powerful Trixie! I do believe you all have met her before? Also that reminds me. Tomorrow marks the next step in my leadership! (Comet, Buckingham, and Trixie stood next to Nova) Us four are going to be what you call the Chancellors of the four ends of Equestria. Equestria will no longer be governed individually. Instead it will be divided into four sub-sections. Although I will be the supreme ruler of the overall land. These divisions of Equestria will be known as the United Equestrian Socialist Republic, or U.E.S.R. for short."
Then Nova used his magic to pull a lever that was placed at the end of the stage. The flag was lowered, and the curtains opened, revealing a map of Equestria, and it's new states, "As you can see. We have four territories. Western Equestria, Eastern Equestria, District of Canterlot in the North, and this town will be placed in the Great Plains of the South. Now let me introduce your new chancellors. Mr. Bradshaw Buckingham, government leader of the West. Mr. Comet, chancellor of the East. I shall take the North, and my beautiful Sweet Apple, The Great and Powerful Trixie, shall be your sovereign ruler of the Great Plains. You shall respect us, and obey us. Or be disciplined otherwise...Finally, this coming saturday evening, Mr. Comet will be in control as myself, Trixie, and Mr. Buckingham will be dealing with business in the Canyonlands of the desert...Some issues must be resolved with some of the Nydeabaen Griffon leaders. We will be having a discussion over...mining and excavation so to speak. Oh and one more thing we are still on the hunt for three nuisances, so anyone caught with any illegal evidence of them will be shot immediately so for your own well-being I suggest you turn them in or face the consequences. Thank you all and good night, please return to your homes or where ever you need to be but don't loiter."
Nova and the new Equestian supremacists boarded the platform, excluding Bradshaw Buckingham. Before the platform rose, Nova gave him an order, "Please see to it that the Apple family is brought up to my estate in Canterlot Mr. Buckingham. Have them there by tonight."
Bradshaw waved and nodded, "We'll see you there sir."
The platform raised and Trixie grasped on to her lovers front leg, "This is going to be great! Finally those peasants will truly realize what a Great and Powerful leader I can be!"
Nova chuckled, "I know you'll make a fine ruler my dear. Now Mr. Comet, I have suggestion for you."
Comet stepped forward, "Yes sir?"
"I think you should start using Macintosh's aggressiveness to your advantage. He's stupid as anything but such a massive physique. So while I'm gone, be sure to have him ready for anything. Because I don't think those girls have given up yet."
Comet laughed deviously, "You have no need to worry Mr. Sparks. That Applejack character is the real instigator. Although I don't think she'll retaliate against her own brother. She'll have no choice but to give in. Country families are close and don't tend to hurt one another. It'll be a breeze."
Nova turned to him, "Don't you forget that there still are two of them who probably will. Remember that it is Twilight Sparkle we must eliminate. Rainbow Dash and Applejack will be useless without her. Concentrate on her, she's the back bone of their little schemes."
Comet nodded, "I will sir."
Back down in the Ponyville, Bradshaw Buckingham climbed into his stagecoach and directed on towards Canterlot. He shut the door and found Applebloom was snuggled into her grandmother who stared out into the pastures and stroked her granddaughters mane. Buckingham grabbed a glass and poured a drink for himself, "Enjoy the look old-timer. Because ya'll are gonna be locked up fer a good while. Might be the last view of the outdoors ya'll see fer a while. Not to mention that we got plans fer yer lil granddaughter there."
Granny Smith said nothing and only glarred at him. Bradshaw gave her a cunning smirk and sipped his drink as they rode off. This time destined for the new Canterlot, in the new province, with a new government, and a powerful darkness as it's ruler...
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 16 Dr. Know
Thursday afternoon, Twilight was reading some of the books from the ancient Unicorn Sanctuary. Applejack and Rainbow were running around the edge of the spell circle, using it as a race track. Rainbow flew while AJ galloped laps around it. They were preparing for their siege upon Nova's estate. Twilight stretched out her magic abilities by testing out various spells from the ancient texts, which were mostly written by Star Swirl and Ellipsis. Bellflowers spell had kept them going in food. Rainbow cycled through different sections of the library so she wouldn't draw much suspision over the disappearance of the books they used. Twilight jumbled around through the books looking for another read, until she came about the magazine Rainbow had brought her. It had gotten mixed up and lost through all the books. It was an issue from a couple years back. Twilight thought about it and figured it wouldn't hurt to have a glance through it. Although her "glance through" lasted her the next couple hours. It was very fascinating to her. Applejack and Rainbow later lied down to rest from their work outs, and Twilight was nearing the last article in the magazine. When she got to it, the headline caught her interests, Remembering Dr. Know & His Final Graduating Class. This intregued Twilight greatly. Dr. Know was one of her professors in University. She glanced below the heading and read the article. This year at Princess Celestia's School For Gifted Unicorns, we say farewell to a well respected colleague who will missed forever. Last week brought the unfortunate passing of the great magic professor. Although everypony knew him as Dr. Know, his real name was Doctor Know How. He preferred just the title Dr. Know because it sounded more teacher-like. Dr. How didn't have a ring to it. The Doctor taught the same place he was schooled. Technically he had a career there spanning over 40 years. He taught history and advanced magical courses such as Swirl Studies 4200. He also had advanced knowledge with a PhD in physics and mathematics, earning him his doctoral status. The Doctors passing came about after his vacation home in the Everfree Forest was found scorched to the ground. The aged Unicorn happened to be taking unpaid time off at the time. Thus resulting in this unfortunate event. Everypony at the school knew the professor well. But nopony knew him better, then his final graduating class. Consisting of only 7 Unicorns this year, it was a small class. But among the seven, one stood out to Dr. Know as his great apprentice. The golden colt simply known as Comet. The name broke Twilights concentration, "Comet?!"
Applejack and Rainbow had been talking to each other looked over at Twilight, "Everythin ok over there Sugar Cube?" Asked AJ.
Twilight called over, "Just...gimme a minute. I need to finish reading this..."
Comet was known around the campus as Dr. Knows protégé. He had expansive knowledge of magic and learned it quite well and fast. After Dr. Knows death, Comet seemed to have been stricken with grief and dropped out of school, and as for Dr. Know, his legacy will live on in the hearts of every teacher in Equestria. Some of his fellow facualty members even knew him and referred to him as a modern day Ellipsis, although he never did conjure his own spells. The knowledgable stallion lived to be 55 years of age. It saddens everypony that such a beloved teacher can be taken away ever so quickly... That's where the article ended and Twilight spoke to herself, "Yeah...I know what you mean..."
Twilight trickled a tear down her face but quickly brushed it away as Rainbow and Applejack trotted over, "What were ya all upset about Twi?"
Twilight assured, "Oh I wasn't upset. Just a really good story..."
The girls nodded their heads, "Oh That's cool...Twilight, do we really need to be in here another couple days? My wings are starting to get a little dusty." Said Dash nervously.
Twilight shook her head, "No can do girls. We have to strike when Nova least expects us. I don't think he's leaving until Monday at least anyways. But don't worry girls, the wait will be well worth it. We'll all get our shots in on Nova. It's just matter of time."
"If you say so Twi." Applejack said uneasily.
Twilight stood up proudly, "Just think girls, we'll be bringing an end to all this madness. Once we have Nova's magic cut down. All that'll be left will only be the quivering failure of a merciless mastermind of a Unicorn. Then we'll make him pay for everything he's caused to this land. Nova's Empire will blow up right in his face. Destroying every threatening aspect of him...Get ready girls, we have less then 60 hours to prepare. Tonight we'll sleep, tomorrow we train, saturday we go over the plan, and sunday morning, we save Equestria..."
-----
The next couple days went as planned. Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash spent friday afternoon exercising. Twilight had gone through over half the books in the sanctuary, learning a couple efficient spells along the way. Applejack had her routine; laps, push-ups and sit-ups. She was all in it, motivated by her little sister. Though Applejack didn't yet know of Appleblooms new whereabouts and what had happened to Sweet Apple Acres. AJ also kept going on for Big Macintosh, hoping to save him from his brainwashed state. Returning her big brother back to normal. Finally there was Rainbow Dash who mainly kept to herself when stretching her wings. Even though there was little space, Dash still managed to practice her aerial capabilities. Laps and short range evasion. Rainbow was running on pure revenge. Every time she practiced her flying kicks, she liked to think it was Nova on the end of it. She worried about her home-town, Cloudsdale, all the time. Rainbow made her top priority to free the girls and stop Nova, then finish off Nova herself, whether that would provoke a severe beating or death, she hadn't decided yet. She would have to wait until that time came. Out for vengeance over Celestias tragic passing was Twilight. But not only for her, but for all Equestrians. She remembered the time she told Spike that the Princess's party was "The" most important assignment sent from the Princess herself. That was not the case anymore. Nova was about to bring his magical research to an all time high, while bringing Equestria into anarchy. Twilight vowed that she would not let that happen as long as she still breathed. She realized that this was an all or nothing mission. Through the guarded streets of Canterlot, sneaking through dangerous courtyard of the palace, breaking into Nova's ship, rescuing the girls while obviously avoiding the tight security, then finally striking Sparks and his dangerous magical abilities down with the elements of harmony, thus restoring peace and safety to Equestria. That was the plan that Twilight and the girls discussed saturday afternoon, finalizing their responsibilities and specific duties. Incase of an emergency escape or whenever they were ready to intercept Nova, Twilight had learned a brief telepathic communication spell that would be very difficult to pull off and could only be done once. She explained that she'd use it to mentally communicate to Rainbow for further instructions. Applejack and Twilight were to siege the ship as planned. This was it. Their licence to kill had been put in place, they were officially ready to take on the armada of burly canines, loyalists and brainwashed ponies of Nova, and Nova himself. All that was left to do was play the waiting game.
-----
"Gentlecolts!" Nova exclaimed proudly greeting an army of ponies and dogs within his throne room. The army looked  somewhat different. This time they were not dressed in the usual white armour they were normally supplied with. This time they all wore black jumpsuits, with white stripes and their armies cutie mark sewed into the backs of each suit. Nova sat in his throne wearing not a jumpsuit, but his own tailored suit with a black under shirt and a white neck tie. His new fillyfriend Trixie was at his side, along with Bradshaw Buckingham. Trixie wore a black cape over herself while Bradshaw wore a jumpsuit, a more superior jumpsuit with gold stars that symbolized him as the head of the pack. Nova continued with his speech, "Tonight my loyal subjects, we shall take flight aboard Supernova and fly to the Canyonlands where project: meteor waits for us. You have each been individually selected to be on my elite squadron who will accompany me on this journey. Each of you will be equipped with a new wrist gadget. One with an actual name."
Buckingham stepped forward and showed off the new technology. Nova explained it's functions, "This is the N-Tech II. It looks like the same model as before but it has more capabilities. For example, it's laser function is much more precise and this time is activated with a push of a button instead of a knob. It has a temporary zero-point energy function, though it does drain it's power somewhat more quickly so please use only in dire situations. It has up to 99 different radio frequencies, can now fire more powerful blasts of energy, and each one has been equipped with a deadly neuro-toxin syringe that can be  activated by the twist of the metal cuff layer, which should be used in close combat as a last resort. Now, on to the main topic. You may step away Mr. Buckingham...Now, as you all have heard now, my former head scientist of research and machinery was unfortunately terminated a few days ago at the hooves of three resilient mares who have seemed to have slipped off the radar. Mr. Tavors was also supposed to be the one to prepare the missiles launch, but now he will never be able to. So, we had to call in our back up, or plan B. This pony is like no other. Quite the intellectual. We actually wanted him in on this plan from the very beginning, but I decided the stallion of this intellegence should only be used in important situations. Which is good thing considering the untimely death of Mr. Tavors. (He yells to the outside of the throne room) Mr. Comet if you would, please come in and introduce our new head scientist..."
The doors opened and Comet trotted in, followed by Big Macintosh and a white stallion, with a black mane and appearing to where a thin, light-brown turtle neck sweater. His front hooves were none like anypony had ever seen. His legs were white, but his front hooves were black, iron black. He was also a Unicorn. The three approached the throne and the white stallion addressed the crowd. He spoke with a mysterious, yet warming voice, "Hello my friends...My name, is Dr. Know, and I will be your main scientist from here on in. My associate Mr. Sparks has informed me that I will be the one to aim the missile and prepare its launch. If you have heard my name before, then you should know that I was once a school professor. Although of you may be shocked to see me alive...Quite an easy story. I simply staged my casualty, of course with some help from my pupil, Mr. Comet. But unfortunately during a fire, I was attempting to escape into a secret bunker beneath the floor boards, when my front hooves were caught in the blaze through the trap door, causing severe damage, forcing me to surgically replace them with these titanium substitutes. Works quite well really, almost makes it worth having to withstand the pain. But I digress. I was informed by Nova himself of his plans for magical studies, and being devoted to science, and the wealthy income supplied with the job, I was more then happy to accept his offer. So I hope we can get along together because I plan to help bring this army to an all time high. Mr. Sparks, you may continue..."
Nova smiled and glanced at the clock, "Thank you Doctor. In a matter of hours we will be embarking on our journey, all of you please prepare as soon as possible or you will be left behind. You will be under the orders of Mr. Buckingham here who was promoted to head of security division. Also by now, you all know my beautiful assistant, the..."
Trixie laughed arrogantly, "Oh Please, allow me to introduce myself. I am The Grrreat and Powerful Trixie! Your future queen!"
Nova laughed and stopped her, "I'm sorry my dear, but dictatorships don't have queens. But don't worry, you'll have your place on top believe me. (He looked at the four ponies around him) We all will."
Nova kissed his lovers hoof, "But especially you my dear Trixie."
Nova then stood up from his seat and addressed his crowd once more, "During my absence, Mr. Comet here will be in control...So this is it, the end phase of project: meteor is at hoof. Thus beginning project: singularity, and our new world order. Away with you all! Load the cargo aboard the ship. I want nothing left behind."
The elite army began to leave the room, being lead by Bradshaw Buckingham and Dr. Know. Sparks turned to Comet, "As for you Mr. Comet. I want Macintosh to remain here with you. In case Twilight and her friends try anything, you'll be ready. Which reminds me...(He activates the radio on his N-Tech) Mr. Buckingham. I nearly forgot. Take the prisoners from cells one and two, and lock them in the new cells I've installed in the palace, I think the two Apples are beginning to feel a little lonely in there. Keep the cell three prisoners where they are...We'll be needing them."
He deactivated his radio and proceeded to leave, "Come along my dear. Mr. Comet, I do hope everything will be in order for when I return, the missile should reach the griffons just about then. Giving us the time to enlist an army...Good-bye Mr. Comet and good luck."
Comet nodded and smirked, "As to you sir. I will not fail you."
"I should hope not...Or it's your flank." Nova said as he and Trixie trotted out the door.
Comet ordered Big Mac, "Go and collect that little sister of yours...Applebloom is it?"
Suddenly, it was as if Big Macintosh's trance was broken for the slightest moment, "A-a-applebloom?"
Comet trotted up to him, "Yeah Applebloom...You don't have a problem with bringing her up to my office do you?"
Big Macintosh snapped back in, "...Nnope!"
-----
Early Sunday morning, the secret bookcase to the Sanctuary turned, and the girls appeared. They snuck around, trying to create as little noise as they could, despite the fact that there was no other pony there. They crept around the back rows of book shelves and came to a back door, and exited the library slowly. It was cold outside, windy, with no stars. Only clouds with the moon peering in from an opening. They loomed around the library to the front to see guards on almost every street corner, waiting for a disturbance. Rainbow was worried and nervous, "How are we going to get passed all these guys?"
Applejack concurred, "Yeah, it's not exactly a trot in the fields ya know?"
Twilight gave an understanding nod and looked around. She could see the palace in the distance and quite a distance it was. Her eyes glanced over at an ally way across the street from them and got the idea, "I guess were just going to have to take the back alleys. It's the only way." Whispered Twilight.
The other two agreed and they quickly cross the street to the alley without drawing attention to the guard dogs and ponies on the corners. They trotted quietly through the dark of the night and came across a fearful sight at the end of the first alley. The tried to hold back their concerns as they watched a local get severely beaten by two guards for sneaking out past the curfew hours. They watch the two stallions whip their batons into the guts of the poor steed repeatedly. After the victim began to spit up blood, the guards dragged him off to who knows where while he screamed in agony. Applejack shook her head slowly with a digusted, terrible look on her face, "We...jus gotta put an end to all this. It's gettin outta hoof."
They all agreed and continued down the paths of the alleys. Later, the winds grew stronger as they neared the cliffs of Canterlot where Nova's palace stood. They got to the end of another passageway and came to an opening with even more empty streets. Twilight focused her eyes upon the castle and tried to view the silhouette of Nova's airship, but couldn't see it, "I guess he moved his ship behind the castle." She whispered.
She lead the girls further on, into another back lane stretch, destined for Nova's palace...
-----
Meanwhile, while the girls still did not know the actual whereabouts of the ship. Nova and a small hoof full of his crew were up in the control room of the ship. Nova trotted around the room, looming over his crew's work. He approached the ship's Captain, "How much longer until we hit the border?"
"We should reach it by sunrise. We'd be moving a lot faster sir but we do have large load of cargo aboard." The Commander replied.
"Very good then." Said the Tyrant.
He then trotted over to another worker, his delegate supervisor, "Have we received any messages back from the quarry yet?"
The operative nodded, "Affermative sir. A couple hours ago, we got a message back saying the missile has been fully constructed. All that's left now is for Dr. Know to program it, aim it, confirm it, and launch it."
Nova patted his operator on the shoulder, "Excellent. Keep up the good work."
Nova then heard the sound of a door opening behind him. It was Trixie dressed in robe and slippers, "Nova it's the middle of the night. Are you coming to bed?"
He approached Trixie and kissed her, "I'm sorry to keep you waiting my dear. I'll be along shortly, you go back to sleep. It's another long day tomorrow."
The egotist sighed, "Fine..."
She left the room and Nova smirked as the door closed. Then he silently trotted over to a window of the ship and looked down at Equestria, with the moonlight beaming over the hills and fields. He thought to himself, "Your efforts have failed you Twilight. There is no possible way you can stop me now. In a few days, the Nydeabaen Mountains will cease to exist and the war games shall begin. Even if you try to stop me. I have your friends. Who will soon, become your foes. This is the real world Twilight...The real world."
-----
By 4:30, the girls finally reached the fence of the palace. It was as windy as ever. They made sure no one watched as Rainbow Dash carried Twilight and AJ over the gates. They quickly scurried into the nearby hedge as soon as they made it over, trying to evade the tight security. As they quietly made their way around the castle, Twilight made her final remarks before they sieged the ship, "This is what we've waited for ladies. Nova's empire is about to come crashing down on him just like I predicted...For Berry Punch, for Big Macintosh, for the Mayor...and the Princess. But more importantly, for Equest...Oh no..."
They had scaled the castle only to learn that the ship was gone. Dash began to panic, "They're gone? We were too late. We'll never find out where their gone!"
Applejack leaped on top of her to silence her, "Hush up Rainbow, or yer gonna get us caught. But yer right. What do we do now?"
"I'm thinking!" Twilight exclaimed, whispering.
She looked all around, sweating, searching her mind for an answer, but not finding anything. Then the girls seen a light in one of the second level rooms switch on. They quickly leaped behind the hedge yet again and tried to catch a glimpse of the figure in the window. Twilight had the better view point. She seen that it was a pony...a Unicorn...with a brown mane...and a golden coat. Her eyes widend as she recognized Comets figure. Then she thought about something, and conjoured a new plan, "Oh Were going to find out what's going on alright...and that Colt with the golden horn is going to tell us...Come on..."
[...To be continued]    
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Chapter 17 The Truth Will Be Found
"So kid, what can you tell me about your sister Applejack?" Asked Comet.
Applebloom sat in a chair across from Comet with her hooves crossed, "I ain't tellin you nothin!"
Comet levitated her by the shoulders, getting very agitated, "Listen you little brat! When I ask a question, you answer it correctly got it?"
The little Apple pushed away from him and Comet dropped her back in the chair. He trotted to his desk, sat down and sipped his drink, "I hate kids..."
-----
"Shush!" Twilight whispered as she and the girls crept through the palace.
Applejack looked around puzzled, "Where do we go from here ya'll?"
"Were going to find Comet and force him to tell us what's going on..." Answered Twilight.
"And just how are we going to do that? We don't even know where he is." Rainbow muttered softly.
Twilight rolled her eyes, "That's why I'm looking for some kind of map or blueprints. I know I seen some before we escaped the first time. I think I seen one at the top of the stairs when we ran from that laboratory."
"Well what are we waitin fer? Let's go!" AJ exclaimed quietly.
They proceeded, sneaking through narrow hallways and being only able to evade guards by escaping into empty rooms and other crevices they could find. They hid from one guard and fled into a room where they seen construction for what looked like jail cells. The guard soon passed and they moved on. But as when they left the room. They didn't notice the guard had hid in the room next to them and waited for them to leave. He snuck up behind the girls slowly and went to activate his N-Tech. He began to silently twist the metal ring to bring out the poisonous needle. Applejack was behind Rainbow and Twilight and heard him but tried not to bring it up. She kept trotting as if she didn't notice him. The canine seemed confident in himself as he extended the syringe out and got into a comfortable position for an attack. Then he raised his paw carefully and slammed down as fast and as strong as he could. Expecting this, Applejack swiftly bucked his knee. The canine let out a painful cry and fell to the ground clenching his leg. Twilight and Rainbow were startled as they turned around and seen AJ leap on top of the downed guard. She punched the dog in his jaw and went to break his front leg with the N-Tech. The mutt violently struggled and swung his paw in a pendulum motion, trying to stab Applejack in the side. She leaned back quickly and dodged the kill shot. This gave her the chance and she grabbed a hold of his paw and leaned it in towards his neck, with the needle at his throat. The dog was trying to get the advantage but Applejacks grip on his paw was too tight. The canine tempts her to kill him, "...Go ahead...Finish me!"
Applejack smiled at him cleverly, "Ladies get over here!...Now how about you tell me where we can find Comet. We have a few questions we'd like to ask em."
The dog laughed painfully, "You'll have to kill me, I'm not speaking."
Applejack pulled his leg the wrong way, striking harsh pain through his body, "Where is he I said?"
In anguishing pain he explained, "You really don't understand do you? Even if I do tell you, Nova's just going to have me killed so what does it matter if I'm killed now or later?"
AJ continued to apply pressure and twisted his leg, ready to break it, "I'm only givin you jus one more chance to speak up."
He scoffed again, "There's nothing you can do or say that'll make me talk."
Applejack frowned at him and went to jab the neuro-toxin in through his throat, "Have it your way..."
Twilight quickly pulled back Applejack's hoof, "AJ wait! What if I told you that we can assure that you'll live."
The dog strained and smiled, "Your crazy, there's no way you can beat Nova."
"Yes there is. Just tell us what we want to know, and you'll be safe..." Twilight added assuringly.
"Oh Ok, you go first if your so confident in yourself." The dog mocked.
Applejack twisted his leg again, "AH! Alright, alright! His office is on the top floor of the north tower."
Rainbow looked skeptical, "Hmm That was easy..."
"That was kinda easy...Why'd you tell us?" Asked AJ.
The guard began to relax, "Are you kidding? I'll do anything to get out of Nova's army. I'm too afraid to resign without having the feeling I'll be killed if I do..."
Twilight nodded, "I understand. If your serious about this, thank you. We do have a plan but you'll have to help us. But, how can we trust you?"
He looked up at Twilight, "Well, I can help you free some of the prisoners?"
"That, and you give us this lil gadget you got here." Applejack demanded.
He nodded willingly, "Deal, just get off me before someone shows up."
Applejack looked at Twilight for approval. She nodded and AJ got off the guard, while detaching the N-Tech, "Here Twi, you take this and hold on to it...Sorry about your knee."
The guard got up and brushed himself off thoroughly, "It's alright...Names Aspen. I'm guessing you three are...(He points to each of the girls as he names them) Applejack, Rainbow Dash, and Twilight Sparkle right?"
They all nodded smiling. He explained, "You got no worries about me turning you guys in. I'm with you all the way on stopping Nova Sparks. I'll lead you guys to the prisoners and show you where the upstairs is. Come on."
The girls sighed with relief and trotted along with Aspen. Rainbow flew up next to him, "Wait a minute, couldn't you tell us where Nova is?"
He shook his head, "I can't tell you that. There was only a hundred hoof picked guards that got to go with him in the Supernova. That's what he calls his ship. I'm sure Comet knows though. He's Nova's number three, well probably number four. Trixie took his spot..."
The name caused the girls to halt, "What's wrong?" Aspen wondered.
Twilight approached the question, "Did...you say Trixie?"
Aspen nodded, "Yeah I did. She's a blue mare with a silvery blue mane. You know her?"
Rainbow rubbed her forehead, "Let's just say we've crossed paths with her before. Uhh Just what is she doing anyway?"
"She apparently had a plan in trapping you guys. I never heard it but I'd be aware of it if I were you." He warned.
Applejack assured, "Don't worry. As soon as we get our friends freed, we'll be taking care of Nova as soon as possible."
Aspen thought for minute, "Your friends? Do there happen to be four of em? A yellow Pegesus, a pink Earth pony, a white Unicorn and a dragon?"
Twilight nodded suspiciously, "Yeah, why do you ask?"
"Uh I don't know how to tell you this girls, but Nova took them with him." He said nervously.
"WHAT?!" they all reacted angerly.
Aspen hushed them down, "Calm down, you'll get us caught!" he whispered.
"What do you mean Nova took them?" Rainbow whispered loudly.
"Don't ask me, I'm only a common guard here. Remember these are questions you should ask Comet." The canine responded abruptly.
The girls slowly nodded and agreed as they continued along the way with Aspen. They soon came a door with a security system installed, "This is the place." Aspen said, inputting a code.
The door opened and the girls rushed in as they seen over fifty prisoners. All dirty and bruised from Nova's abusive power. The crowd of inmates soon noticed them and they cheered and applauded the three for their great return. Twilight, Rainbow Dash, and Applejack went around, shaking the hooves of the prisoners through the cell bars, "Don't worry guys we'll have you outta here as soon as possible." Twilight assured happily.
Applejack turned to Aspen, "Ya'll think you can open the cell door now?"
He was still fiddling with the security locked door, "Yeah...Just gimme a second to lock this again...Got it. Ok coming."
Aspen approached the cell door and juggled a series of keys on a large metal ring, "Alright folks before I open the door, don't attack me. I am on your side. Alright?"
The prisoners agreed and Aspen went to unlock the cell. As soon as he turned the key, a flood of ponies surged through the gate and surrounded the girls. Some were ecstatic, some were kissing them, some were crying. Nonetheless, they were all happy to be liberated...Except one pony, "Applejack! APPLEJACK!" The voice cried out fearfully with a pitiful tone.
AJ dispersed some of the crowd around her to make a path to the scared voice. She pushed her way through the ponies to find Granny Smith who embraced her within sight, "Granny Smith?! What are you doing here?"
The elder was panicking as she continued to hug her granddaughter, "They took Applebloom! They took her somewhere! A yellow Unicorn was leading them! (She began to break down crying) The farm is gone...They burned it down...They took Applebloom..."
Applejack was frozen in shock momentarily. She slowly lowered her head down into her grandmothers shoulder, "It's goin to be alright Granny...I'll take care of this..." She whispered.
She turned to Twilight with a look of passionate anger, "Ya'll stay here with Granny..."
Rainbow was confused, "Why Applejack?"
AJ fixed her hat, "Cuz I'm goin after this Comet myself!"
Twilight got nervous, "Your not serious are you?"
Applejack nodded, "Of course I'm serious! That colts got MY lil sis up there. I'm goin up alone whether you like it or not!"
Rainbow stepped forward to talk to her but Twilight held her hoof out in front of her, "No Rainbow...There's no talking her out of it."
Twilight reached into her saddlebag and tossed Applejack a mirror and the N-Tech, "You'll need these...Good luck."
Aspen placed the gadget around her hoof and she put the mirror in her bag, "Ya'll figure out a plan while I'm gone and if I'm not back within an hour...Send help. (She turned to Aspen) Where's the stairs?"
Aspen opened the door and looked out first to make sure there was no one around. He turned back around and held the door open. Facing AJ, he tilted his head to the right, which was Applejacks left, "Down that way, you'll go pass five more doors on the left, then you'll walk in the sixth door. Continue going straight until you get to the end of that hallway and take the last door on that right and you'll see the stairwell. It goes directly up to Comets office, there's no other doors except the one to his office...You got that?"
Applejack kept a serious look on her face, staring onword, "Got it...Thank you Aspen."
With that, Applejack left the room and Aspen shut the door behind her. She proceeded along her way and thought to herself, "You've crossed the line for last time! You brainwash my brother? You chase us out of our freedom? You burn down Sweet Apple Acres and imprison my family just to get to me? Well I'll tell ya one thing Comet...This is one Apple, you shouldn't have picked..."
-----
"Your sister is in big trouble, and you will be too if you don't tell me where she is..." Comet threatened angerly.
Applebloom didn't answer and just stared at him. Comet rolled his eyes, "This is getting tiring..."
"What did ya do to Big Macintosh?" Applebloom asked abruptly.
Comet looked at her and his golden horn sparkled in the light reflecting off his white cape, "He works for me now. Nothing will make him change his mind."
He knelt down next to her and laughed, "Tell me something kid...Has your brother always been as stupid as he looked?" 
Applebloom glared at him even harder with a crossed look, "Don't you ever call him or any of our family stupid!"
With that, she jumped off the seat and kicked Comets leg. Comet fell back against the wall and held on to his damaged leg. Then he used his magic and flung the young filly against the wall. Applebloom bounced off and landed on the ground like a ragdoll. Comet trotted up to her body and stared at her, "Your pathetic you know that? You think your a threat to me? Your just as worthless as your sister. Nothing but another hillbilly family failure..."
The small one took great offense to the insult, "Don't you EVER talk about my family like that!"
Applebloom bit on to Comets leg. The golden colt thrashed his leg around, and tried to loosen her grip. But she held on as she wrapped her hooves around his leg, "AH! Let go of my bucking leg!"
Comet continued to fling himself around until he got fed up and this time without magic, flung his leg against the wall, knocking Applebloom away in a dazed as she fell to the ground again, whimpering. Comet smirked deviously.
At this time, Applejack made it to the stairwell. She gasped as she recognized Appleblooms cries as it echoed down the tower, and began to climb her way up quickly, "I'm comin sis. Yer big sisters comin..."
Comet kicked her violently and the filly groaned in pain, "So you think your tough do ya kid? I'll teach you to respect me!"
Applebloom cried out in terror, "Somepony help me! For the love of Celestia somepony help me!"
"SHUT UP!" Comet exclaimed angerly as he kicked again. 
Applejack's heart sank as she was half way up the stairs, and heard Appleblooms terrifying plea, "It'll all be over soon Applebloom, I'm comin fer you." She thought to herself.
Comet mocked her, "Where's Applejack huh? Where's Big Macintosh? Face the cruel facts you brat. Your sister left you!"
Through her tears, Applebloom denied the statement, "Applejack would never do that...Never!"
Comet kicked her yet again and the horrified filly moaned in agony. Applejack had at last made it to the top of the stairwell and hauled out her mirror, stood behind the closed door and got ready to intercept.
Comet trotted over to his desk and opened a drawer to levitate a pair of scissors. He slowly approach Applebloom with them, "Nova always taught me, if someone is withholding important information, you humiliate them..."
He bent down and used his hooves to forcefully hold Applebloom against her will, "Say good-bye to your mane, kid..."
Finally without a moment to lose, Applejack bucked down the door and held her mirror with her hooves out in front of her, "Yer times up Comet...You've messed with the wrong mare!"
Applebloom looked up and felt liberated, "Applejack! I just knew you'd come back!"
Comet quickly got off Applebloom and stood up, but threatened her as he restrained Applebloom and levitated the scissor across her throat, "Well well...What a big happy family reunion. Where's your friends?"
Applejack locked eyes with the corrupt mad pony, "That's not important right now...Let my lil sister go and tell me where Nova is now!"
The golden steed laughed cynically, "Nova's gone to complete project: meteor. Your too late Applejack...Nova will succeed and you, and your friends will be killed..."
AJ wasn't shook, "I wouldn't be too sure about that...I've come to take you out Comet. Yer finished."
She went to trot forward but Comet fastened the scissors, "Come any closer and I'll slit her neck!"
For her sisters life, Applejack stepped back. Comet shook his head, "It's no use...You can't win. It's just a matter of time until my security gets here and you'll be ceased...Nova will be glad to hear that I've gotten rid of you."
"After I'm done with you, Nova's next." AJ assured.
Comet smirked arrogantly, "Applejack?"
She continued to stare into his eyes, "What?"
He clopped his hooves and Applejack stood there confused for a moment. Suddenly, she's struck in the back and collapsed on the ground in pain. She turned over and gasped when she found out her attacker...was Big Macintosh. Comet picked Applebloom up with the scissors still threatening her, "I have a feeling you two know each other?"
Big Macintosh stared at Applejack with a tranced look on his face, he wore the white armour and had an N-Tech on his hoof. Applejack was shocked, "Big Macintosh...It's me...Applejack! Don't ya recognize me?"
The red stallion stood there momentarily in a daze then tuned back in, "Nnope! What should I do sir?"
Comet smiled and backed towards a large window behind his desk, still keeping Applebloom hostage, "Well what do you think? Kill her!"
Big Mac then reached behind himself and grabbed a hold of an axe that was fastened on the wall, "Eeyup!"
He lifted the axe and slammed went to slam it down on Applejack. With seconds to spare, she leaped away from the attack and backed away from Big Macintosh who slowly trotted towards her with the axe in his mouth. Applejack tried to talk sense into him, "Big Mac fer Celestia's sake, open your eyes! Yer bein brainwashed!"
Macintosh managed to corner his sister and took the weapon from his mouth. He propped up on his back hooves again with the axe fixed with his front and looked at AJ with his cold eyes, "I am committed to Comet and will remain loyal to Nova Sparks. Nothin you can say'll change my mind..."
He swung the axe again and Applejack ducked out of the way. She began to tear up and slowly raised her hoof with the N-Tech on it, the laser ready to fire, "Don't make me do this big brother...Don't make shoot you...I don't want to do that..."
Big Macintosh ignored her threat and continued to sloth his way over with the axe in his mouth again. Comet thought to himself, "How pitiful."
Spitting the axe out again, he grabbed it with his front hooves and leaped with his back, thrusting himself towards AJ. She just managed to evade the attack, although Big Mac happened to cut a few strands from her tail, "Alright...You asked for it..."
Applejack raised her hoof against Big Macintosh and lifted her other hoof to activate the laser. Applebloom cried out, "No Applejack! Don't do it!"
Following her little sisters pleading, Applejack broke down crying and kneeled before Macintosh, "Fine!...Go ahead and kill me..."
Comet smirked even harder, "Yes..."
Macintosh hesitated for a second, showing a look of confusion, then began to slowly raise the axe again. He got it halfway up and momentarily stopped again. Comet was getting impatient, "Kill her dammit!"
That reaction broke the red pony back into concentration and he nodded at his masters command. He tried to lift the axe again but struggled to get it up as he still looked perplexed and began to reconsider, "Uhhh Should I really do this Comet?"
Comets smile was gone and he mocked Big Mac, "E...Yup! I said KILL HER!"
Applejack looked up one more time, "You just remember one thing big brother, where ever you are...I love you..."
Big Macintosh was losing focus and couldn't lift the axe, "Sir I can't..."
"DO IT!"
Macintosh strained but forced himself to raise the axe sky high. AJ remained sitting in tears, Applebloom looked away out of fear, Comets smile reappeared, and Big Mac proceeded to slam the axe down...There was impact......
-----
"You MISSED you stupid mule!" Comet angerly exclaimed.
In the middle of the room, laid Applejack still alive, an axe embedded in the floorboards, and Big Macintosh on the ground with his hooves around his sister. He consoled his younger sibling, "I'm sorry...I'was aware of everythin that was goin on. He had such a grip on my mind, that I couldn't resist. Please forgive me Applejack..."
Applejack looked up at her brother smiling and hugged him back, "I already have...It wasn't yer fault...I'm glad yer back."
Macintosh smiled back and looked up at Comet, "Yer game's over Com...Hey where'd he go?"
They quickly stood up and looked around. Applejack noticed, "Applebloom's gone too!"
Big Mac pointed to the window with widend eyes, "There! The windows open!"
They quickly rushed over and looked out and around the huge window and noticed the sun was soon going to rise and that Comet was scaling the around the edge of the outside of the tower while still holding Applebloom hostage. Big Mac pushed Applejack out of the way, "I'm goin out there."
AJ held him back, "No wait! I got an idea."
She took a length of rope from her saddlebag and leaned her head out the window, looking up. Big Mac wondered, "Where'd you get that rope?"
While unraviling it, she answered, "Got it downstairs before I got to the tower...Gimme a second."
She quickly ran over to the axe, pulled it from the floor and tied the rope around it. She leaned back out the window, holding the rope in her mouth. She spoke through her teeth, "Big Mac, hold on to ma hooves..."
"Eeyup!" He answered.
Macintosh clenched on to her back hooves as she leaned back, facing the roof. AJ tossed the axe as far as she could, trying to get the axe to hook on to the roof. Sure enough it dug into something as Applejack tugged on the rope and it stablized. She climbed back in, "Alright. You follow after me. Were goin to catch him by surprise."
Her brother nodded and Applejack grabbed on to the rope and carefully climbed out on the outside wall of the tower. She almost lost her hat but she grabbed it back without a moment to spare, "Boy howdy that wind is kinda strong. Don't look down." She whispered.
Big Mac laughed quietly, "Got no worries bout that."
After Applejack reached the top, Big Mac proceeded, "C'mon up big brother."
Applejack tightened the grip of the axe in the roof...Then suddenly she was struck from behind, "You thought you could out smart me?"
Comet had gotten there before them. He turned AJ over and got on top of her, repeatedly hitting her in the head, "This is for all the TROUBLE you caused me..."
He looked psychotic as he began to choke her while leaning her head over the edge, "I owe you an unpleasant death Miss Applejack!"
"Let go of my sister!" Applebloom screamed as she jumped on Comets back.
Comet ignored the screaming filly. The tower roof was not very big. It was cone-shaped with a small slant. Applebloom tried to counter choke Comet but she was too weak. The demented colt continued in crushing Applejacks throat, "After I'm done with you...Your little sister is next!"
Big Macintosh realized the situation and tried to hurry, "Hold on girls! I'll be right up!"
Comet tried to use his magic to release the axe but Applebloom stopped him by covering the horn with her hooves, "Oh No you don't! Big Macintosh hurry!"
Comet started shaking his head, trying to shake the filly off his horn. The little one clung on for Big Macs life. While distracted by Applebloom, AJ managed to get leverage underneath herself and shove Comet off of her, causing Applebloom to lose her grip and fall off as well. While getting up, Applejack kicked Comet and also tried to get on top of him. Instead, Comet wrapped his hooves around her and they began rolling about the top of the tower, coming close to the edge. Comet tried to break free and crawled over to flick the axe off the roof. Applejack did not let him by biting his front leg when he went for it. Comet hollered in pain and attempted to loosen her grip. Big Macintosh was halfway up and struggling to climb as he felt tired from swinging that axe around. Comet hit AJ in the head with his other hoof and knocked her head away from his leg. He tried to reach for the axe again but Applebloom was there to kick him in the face. He got back up and tried to shoot Applebloom with his horn but got bucked by Applejack who was quick to get to her hooves. Comet sprang back and almost rolled off the edge on the other side, but he was just able to catch himself. He quickly crawled over to the axe but his intentions were foiled again as Applejack pulled him back by the hooves. Applejack climbed on his back and held him down, then attempted to break the horn. Comet took offense and heated his horn like a fire with magic. AJ released her grip quickly and tried to choke him out while stretching his head back. Being at a disadvantage, he ignored the pain and slowly crawled towards the axe. Closer and closer, he faded further and further. Only an inch away from the handle Applebloom stepped in again and pulled his leg away. Comet was finally fed up with her and blasted her with a shot from his horn. Applebloom was flung across the roof and fell off the edge, holding on by one hoof, "HELP ME!"
Applejack released her grip and jumped to save her, "Applebloom!"
Taking the opportunity Comet got up and reached for the axe at last. AJ hauled her sister up...But it was too late. She turned around and Comet was there, with white shining eyes and a gleaming horn. Applejack embraced her sister. Comet cackled and kicked the axe off the roof. AJ lowered her head and shivered in fear. Comet approached them and noticed the sun just above the horizon, "Say hello to Celestia for me..."
He laughed again and Applejack kissed her sister and whipsered, "It'll all be over soon...I love you."
Ready to shoot, Comet said his farewells arrogantly, "Good-bye Applejack! I wi...."
"NOOO!" 
Climbing up from where the golden colt climbed, Big Macintosh leaped forward and checked into Comet, both of them knocking over and about to roll off. At the last second, Applejack leaped to catch Big Mac. The two fell over the edge and AJ managed to catch her brother by the back hooves. He dangled...Holding on to Comets back leg. Comet looked down and seen the violent sea below him. He breathed heavily and looked back up at Big Macintosh with a nervous grin and attempted to revive his hypnotized state, "...For Nova Big Mac?..."
Without delay, he shook his head with a serious look, "Nnope...For Berry Punch, and the Mayor..."
Comet tried to reach for him but then Macintosh let go, and Comet plunged to his death, screaming all the way down. He accelerated rapidly and crashed into the rough sea below Canterlot. Applejack sighed in happy relief and hauled her brother up...The Colt with the Golden Horn, was no more. Applebloom hugged her sister, "Where to now Applejack?"
AJ smiled and looked at her siblings, "Next stop...the Canyon."
-----
Meanwhile Twilight, Rainbow, Aspen, and the liberated ponies were sitting around, waiting for Applejack. Rainbow Dash had been watching the clock on the wall, and noticed that her hour was up. She alerted Twilight and Aspen, "Alright, let's go!"
"What is it Rainbow?" Twilight asked.
The Pegesus put her hooves on Twilights shoulders, "It's been an hour...I'm worried about Applej..."
There was a knock on the door. Aspen hushed everypony incase there was a guard outside. He quietly told the crowd to slowly return to the cell. The Equestrians complied and Twilight and Rainbow were sure to stay behind the crowd to remain hidden from any other guards. Aspen walked to the door and inputted the security code. He took a deep breath and opened the door...Applejack trotted in, with Applebloom and Big Macintosh, "Mission accomplished!"
The crowd erupted and rushed out of the cage, surrounding the Apple family. Granny Smith reunited with her grandchildren and they hugged each other for the longest time. Everypony stomped and clopped as Aspen smiled and shut the door. Twilight and Rainbow joined the group hug. AJ broke away from the moment and took Twilight and Aspen aside, "What is it AJ?"
Applejack removed a document from her saddlebag and gave it to Twilight, "Is there anyway to address Canterlot?"
Aspen nodded, "I could probably set something up. What is it?"
Twilight nodded at the question, "Yeah what did you find Applejack?"
Applejack sighed, "It's the truth...We have to let em know the truth."
[...To be continued]   
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Chapter 18 And The Truth Shall Set You Free
Twilight Sparkle, the girls, and the former prisoners sat around patiently. Aspen went to arrange a press conference for noon while Rainbow Dash was catching up on some well needed sleep, and Applejack reminisced with Big Macintosh. Twilight had been reading the contents of the folder that Applejack gave her. She was quite fascinated as this could be the key to turning the tables around on Nova, "All ponies of age will be automatically drafted to the Equestrian Army to fight the Nydeabaen Griffon Air Force upon our strike on Lochrest with the missile. Me, Bradshaw Buckingham, Comet, and Trixie will be taking refuge until both armies have exhausted each other. When the time comes, we will drop a series of bombs from the Supernova to officially exterminate the Griffon nuisances. This will give us the opportunity to intercept their mountains and proceed to excavate the minerals from the inside. When we have fulfilled our ultimate goal of project: singularity, Unicorns will become as gods and dogs will be obsolete to our society and I shall then order the immediate executions of all canine recruits...Enclosed within these documents are the blueprints of project: meteor, the map to the manarite quarry, and a directory for the mine as well. Please keep these files hidden well. We do not want undesirables snooping around."
Twilight laughed at Nova's last comment. This was the perfect inside information to slime Nova once and for all. Twilight asked her, "Applejack. Where did you find this?"
She looked up and trotted over, "Found it in Comet's desk after we climbed back in. What's the plan from here?"
Twilight gazed around the room, focusing on all the liberated ponies, "Oh I think Nova is our next and final stop. He doesn't know what's coming his way. I've decided that we have to leave tomorrow morning, and with these maps, we'll have plenty to work with. Hopefully Aspen was able to set something up. Were going to turn Nova's world up side down...It's time to take back Equestria, AJ. Nova's going down."
Rainbow opened one eye slowly and called over to Applejack, "What happened to Comet anyway?"
She gave a subtle laugh to the question, "He had a little fall that didn't end well. We won't be havin anymore problems with that pony."
There was slight commotion at the door, and Aspen returned with three other guard dogs. Everypony inside stood up with urgency and threatened to charge. Aspen waved them down frantically, "Whoa whoa! It's cool! These guys are with me...Twilight, your going to address Canterlot in a few hours. Everythings ready to go."
The prisoners let their guard down and Twilight smiled cleverly, "Perfect! I can't wait."
Aspen snapped his claws and two of the other guards hauled in a large black chest. Rainbow was curious, "What's in this thing?"
"You'll see after." Aspen smiled.
He bent down and stuck one of his claws in the lock on the box and tried to pick it. Rainbow turned back to Twilight, "So why are you doing this?"
"To warn everypony of what Nova is really up to, and this paper says it all. It will also get the dogs on our side. Rainbow Dash, It's time for us to take back Equestria and take down Nova...One way or another. Were going to stop him."
-----    
Later that morning, Supernova landed outside the cave that led into Nova's mine. The rear of the ship opened it's large cargo door. His elite workers unloaded supplies from the ship and placed it outside the cave. Nova stepped from the ship with Trixie and they trotted into the mine side by side. Bradshaw stood next to the cargo door, ordering his crew. Dr. Know appeared from the door levitating a briefcase. Buckingham looked curious, "What's that?"
The former school professor smirked, "Oh Nothing. Just the activation and programming codes to the missile..."
Bradshaw laughed and padded him on the back. Dr. Know smiled back and continued along his way. Buckingham watched as the last bit of cargo was unloaded. He looked back inside the ship and waved out a couple Earth ponies, "Alright, bring em out!"
The soldiers appeared pulling a cage attached to a trolley. Containing Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy, Rarity, and Spike. Rarity grasped the bars, shouting at Bradshaw, "Where are we?!"
"Shut up and sit down!" Buckingham exclaimed.
"Ya'll are needed fer a little experiment." He explained, chuckling.
Rarity showed him her horn, "What is this thing your cronies put over my horn? It won't come off! It's SO uncomfortable! I demand you take it off at once!"
"Ah Shut up! Take them inside...Mr. Sparks wants to see them."
The guards nodded, "Got it Boss."
-----
Nova escorted Trixie to his upstairs office where Twilight and the girls found out about project: singularity. The office was built inside the missile production room, on top of sturdy scaffolding as a second level. The office a had large windows that overlooked the entire production room. Nova sat down in his oak desk. Trixie sat across from him in another chair and flicked her mane, "So...What's next?"
Nova pulled a file from his desk drawer and laid it out, "Well were going to finish unloading the cargo. Then in a few hours, Dr. Know is going to begin programming the missile."
Trixie sighed impatiently, "How long will that be? I want to get back to ruling my republic."
The charming steed laughed, "Do not worry my dear. Were scheduled to launch the missile within three days. The programming will take the longest part of it. Then after that, Know will set the target, calculate the trajectory, perform a few safety checks, then confirm the countdown. The best part is...Twilight Sparkle and her friends can no longer foil with us. They'll never make it out of Canterlot alive."
"Then why did we bring her friends with us?" Trixie asked ignorantly.
Nova stared into her eyes dumbfounded, "Well...Well it's better to be safe then sorry. Plus, they'll make good secretaries...Comet taught you how the hypnosis spell worked right?"
The blue mare nodded and rolled her eyes, "For the last time yes! You haven't stopped asking that since we left Canterlot."
Nova sat back and relaxed in his chair, "I'm only being cautious my dear Trixie. You can never be too safe...I think I hear them trotting up the stairs now."
"Who's trotting up the stairs?" Asked the confused Trixie.
Nova gave a witty laugh, "My new body guards have arrived."
The office door opened and an Earth pony guard came through, followed by the chained up Rarity, Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie, and Spike. One more guard followed after, "Is there anything else you need Mr. Sparks?"
Nova shook his head smiling, "No that'll be all. We can handle it from here."
Spike and the girls were lined up along the wall. Spike was furious and wasn't frightened by Nova, "What do you want with us? Your never going to get away with this! Twilight will be here, you'll see!"
He got up from his chair and trotted around his desk, putting his hoof on Trixie's shoulder, "Really? I really thought I was winning this little chess match. Do you realize how absurd that statement was? If you haven't got it through your thick skull yet, I have defeated Miss Sparkle and your other allies. Their stuck in Canterlot with a bounty on their head, an order from me to have them shot on sight. I have subjugated Celestia and am now the new supreme leader of Equestria. I mean, you are pathetic to think that Twilight, Applejack, Rainbow Dash or anypony else can stop me...But I digress. I have ordered you four here to unveil my plan on to you, then...recruit you."
The chained friends looked at each other confused. None of them knew what he meant by "recruit". Fluttershy nervously spoke up, "Um...Excuse but, what do you mean by recruit?"
Nova trotted slowly to the timid Pegesus. He turned his ear to her, "I'm sorry my dear what was that?"
Fluttershy buckled her ears down and shyly repeated the question, "Um...I was Ummm...I...didn't knowwhatyoumeantbyrecruit..."
Sparks stopped in front of her and gestured with his hoof, "A little louder..."
Again, Fluttershy got quieter, and turned her head away slightly but kept shifty eye contact, repeating the question with only a very high pitched squeek. Nova laughed and lifted her chin up with his hoof, "Well since your so eager to find out...You'll be the first one to know..."
Spike bounded forward and tried to tackle Nova but was restricted by Trixie's magic. Sparks played the attack as a joke , "Oh and you must be so eager to see the plan. Well...if you insist..."
-----
In the meantime, Aspen directed all the guards outside to cover crowd control. Saying that it was an order from Comet that everypony was to be present in front of the castle balcony at noon. Twilight, Rainbow, and Applejack stood behind the curtain, towards the balcony. Aspen informed the girls that he'd address the crowd first to get their attention. Twilight went over her speech thoroughly. She had to assure that every point was perfect, because this was the speech that could make or break their chances of stopping Nova. Aspen walked out on the balcony and spoke to the roaring crowd at the podium, "May I have your attention!"
The citizens of Canterlot tuned in slowly, continuing when the Canterlotions were silent, "This is a very special announcement. A movement among Equestrians everywhere will soon come to fruition."
Many among the crowd were boggled with the statement. Even some of the guards were perplexed and Aspen knew this, "Do not worry my Canine Comrades. All will be revealed...and the truth shall set you free. Now I wanted to be very brief here so without further adieu...Your guest has arrived."
The Anti-Nova dog walked back through the curtain and notified Twilight, "That's your cue Miss Sparkle. (He extended his paw out) Good luck..."
Twilight looked up at him smiling and shook his paw, "Thank you Aspen. For everything."
Applejack and Rainbow Dash gave their friend a warming nodded. She smiled back and took a deep breath. Finally she built the courage and stepped out through the curtain. Walking up to the podium, she had already noticed the dogs and other pony security beginning to whisper to one another. Twilight looked around and stared out at the crowd. This was her time, the first step of Nova's downfall. She cleared her voice and began, "Good afternoon my fellow Equestrians. Before I start, let me clarify that your eyes do not deceive you. I am, Twilight Sparkle."
The crowd began to stir, mainly among Nova's army. Some of them gossiped, "I thought Nova wanted them dead?..."
"This can't be right..."
"Is this part of his plan?..."
"What's going on here?..."
"Comet's going to hear it from Nova now..."
"Twilight Sparkle?..."
"Where is Comet?..."
Twilight built the urge to continue, "Fillies and Gentlecolts, Nova has been in power now for little over a week and we have lost our former ways of our land. Harmony is no longer a factor...It is forgotten. But today is the day that we will begin our take back, and every dog and pony in this audience will know the truth...Nova's secrets."
The Canterlotions roared with excitement and applauded the purple pony. Among the crowd were three guard ponies who became curious, "Let's get to the bottom this..."
They disappeared from the crowd and galloped towards the castle. Twilight waved her hooves in a downward motion to calm the crowd down, "Hear me Equestria. We all know that Nova is a corrupt tyrant that needs to be stopped, but he is also a power hungry mogul that wants to bring Equestria into an unneeded war among our neighbours from Nydeabaen."
Citizens of Canterlot were shocked and booed the fact. She made it very clear, "Please Canterlot...Listen to what I must say. Our great land is in danger. Nova has fooled us all!"
Twilight pulled the file from her saddlebag, "These are notes to something that is called project: meteor. This is Nova's top secret plan to send a missile from the Canyons, into the land of the Griffons. He plans to start a war in order to benefit himself and his mad, scientific research. While our kingdoms are fighting our problems out, Nova and his top cronies plan to hide out in secrecy. This entire war leads to another one of his plans, project: singularity..."
-----
The three guards rush through the palace to reach the balcony. The one out in front planned it out, "Were not going to let this mare ruin everything Nova has put together."
He yelled at the guard who was trailing behind, "Hey, how about you go back and find out what she's sayin?"
The following guard responded ignorantly, "Why?"
"Because you can radio Mr. Sparks and tell him what's going down!" exclaimed the leader.
"Me and Echo will take the upstairs. Don't worry we'll be fine. It can't be that hard to fight one mare."
The ordered guard agreed and stopped to turn around. Then galloped in the other direction, back out to the courtyard.
-----
Twilight had the crowd hooked and continued along with her freedom speech, "Equestrians...Nova wants to use the war to weaken the Griffons resources then intercept their mountains for the mining of special rocks that will further advance his magical powers, and for me, as an Equestrian and follower of the late Princess Celestia..."      
As soon as those words were out of her mouth. The crowd gasped and roared out of shock. Twilight realized what she had said and let the crowd know the sad truth, "...I'm afraid it's true Equestria...Nova Sparks ended our beloved Princess's life. This and many other reasons are why Nova must and WILL be stopped. Which reminds me...To all you loyal canines working for Nova. Your time may be coming to an end if you continue to work with him. In this document unveils the truth of your future. Here it is...Unicorns will become as gods and dogs will be obsolete to our society and I shall then order the immediate executions of all canine recruits..."
Suddenly, the barks and whimpers of dogs could be heard from the noise of the crowd. Twilight felt the passion in her heart and nodded to continue, "This is also true. Nova is only using you to his own advantage...But do not worry. If you help us, we'll help you. Nova will be stopped. Let me say that the hate of this steed will pass and the merciless dictator will die, and the power he took from us will be returned. So as long as he dies, harmony will never perish...Soldiers, don't give yourself to this brute, the steed that despises you and enslaves you. Who controls your life. Telling you what to do, what to think and what to feel! Who drill you, diet you, treat you like cattle and uses you like tools! Don't give yourselves to this guy! This unnatural pony...He treats you like machines! With machine minds and machine hearts! You are not machines! You are not mules! You are Equestrians! You have the love of Celestia and harmony in your hearts. We should not hate. Only the unloved and corrupt hate. Let's not fight for Nova! Fight for harmony!"
The crowd roared and cheered. Applejack, Rainbow and Aspen listen from behind and they too cheered happily. Twilight even noticed most of the guards had been turned around to her side...The plan was working. Down among the commotion, was one of the three guards who had decided to stay behind and alert Nova of the endangerment of his kind. The guard tried to get to a quieter area and call Sparks with his N-Tech...
-----
"So...that's my plan. The rare rocks within the Griffon Alpines will go quite well with the manarite ore. Creating the perfect substance to maximize a Unicorn's magical capabilities...It's genius." Nova concluded, grinning.
"That's insane!" Rarity added angrily.
Nova approached the white mare from his desk and brushed his hoof through her mane, "Miss Rarity, the distance between genius and insanity, is measured only by success."
He then realized that Pinkie had said nothing through the entire session. Pinkie's mane was still flat and dull. Her eyes only expressed depression and hopelessness. Nova trotted up to her curiously, "Now what is wrong with you my dear. Your a fright!...Well I think I know what'll put that color back in your mane..."
The clever stallion strolled next to Trixie and kissed her, "Darling I th..."
"Whoa whoa whoa! You two?" Asserted Spike.
Trixie and Nova glared at him sternly, "What's it to you?" Trixie muttered.
Nova continued, "Anyway, Darling I do believe it is time to show our friends your new magic trick."
There was sudden banging on the door and Bradshaw stormed in. Nova flung his hooves in the air and stomped the floor, fed up with interruptions, "What is it Mr. Buckingham? I am very busy."
The southern stallion was panting heavily and worried, "No time to explain sir! Yer wanted on channel 57...It's urgent!"
Nova scampered to his desk quickly to activate his communicator and microphone, "What's going on Bradshaw?"
He sat down and switched his radio on. Everypony listened in carefully, "Hello...Hello, what's the problem?"
The radio gave a lot of static that cut in and out to the sound of the roaring public in Canterlot. Nova tried to break through again, "Is anypony there? This is Nova Sparks. What is your situation?"
The commotion and crackling continued for another few seconds. Then finally the guards voice broke in, "Mr. Sparks. This is Sundance. I'm one of your guards in Canterlot..."
Sparks was losing his patience, "Cut to the chase you twit! What the bloody buck is going on that's so important?!"
There was another pause of cheering and static. Nova wanted answers, "Sundance! Tell me!"
"Twilight Sparkle sir...She was somehow able to give a speech on the palace balcony...and now the she's got everypony in Canterlot wanting your head..."
The endangered leader went wide eyed and felt his heart sink, "WHAT?! Where's Comet?"
"I don't know sir. He hasn't been seen or heard from since yesterday. I'm sure Twilight and her friends have something to do with it though..."
Nova whispered to himself, "Comet..."
Sundance cut in again, "Sir? You still there?"
He wiped some sweat from his forehead and tried to stop his hooves from shivering, "Why aren't the guards doing crowd control?"
"That's the other bad news sir...Most of them have turned against you..."
Trixie tried to embrace Nova but he shoved her away angerly, "Not now! Sundance I want you to go upstairs, in the North tower of the castle. If Comet is...out of commission. Take all the files you can find from his desk and burn them. Rip them, destroy them, do something with them and do not let Twilight get her hooves on them."
"Sir...If it's anything to do with a project: meteor or singularity, then it's too late...She's read the files to the crowd."
Nova went blank and stared out his window and looked down at his progress that was so close to completion. He grasped the microphone with his hooves, "Then KILL HER! Just bloody KILL HER you tart! I don't care how...Just DO IT!"
Sundance sighed, "I'm sorry sir...But I'm tending in my resignation...It's too dangerous around here now."
"NO! Don't do this to me. Sundance? Sundance!" Nova was in panic.
"Good-bye Mr. Sparks, and good luck..." The sound of an object dropping to the ground, and crushing static ended the conversation.
Spike began to laugh and mocked Nova, "You said your winning the chess match? I bet you didn't see that move coming."
Bradshaw approached his superior, "Mr. Sparks?"
He looked up from his desk to Buckingham, then Spike and the girls, "Take them to the dungeon...and get Know in here...NOW! Trixie my dear, get me a drink. Cabinets over there next to the door."
Bradshaw called in some other workers, "Cmon in here and take these lil birdies to their cages! I'll get Dr. Know in here right away."
Sparks put his hoof on his forehead and waved Bradshaw away, "Yes yes, just leave me with Trixie and my sudden headache..."
As Spike and the girls were being escorted out. He made one more crack at Nova, "What's the matter Nova? Twilight put you in check?"
Nova looked up and stared at Spike, "You'll get yours you little twit!"
Nova leaped over his desk and went to tackle Spike but was held back by his number two stallion, Bradshaw, "Whoa Calm down Mr. Sparks. Just calm down! This ain't the way to go about this. Just sit down and have a drink."
Nova felt his world beginning to crumble. Everything he had accomplished was going to waste as Twilight would soon ruin his empire that he worked so hard to create. When the prisoners and his workers left the room, he shut the door and turned around to Trixie. She flicked her mane back and stuck her nose in the air, "Believe me. I know EXACTLY how you feel..."
Sparks sighed and trotted back to his desk, "Just shut up and get me that drink..."
-----
The crowd was still applauding when Twilight stepped back through the curtain. Applejack and Rainbow Dash were there to congratulate her on a spectacular performance, "You did it Twilight! That was awesome!" Rainbow praise proudly, flying up with her hoof up high.
Applejack hugged her friend warmly, "Looks like were goin to get to Nova after all...Now what happens?"
"Were gonna ring your necks!"
The girls were startled by the brash voice of the Nova guard from the corridor, accompanied by the other. Twilight, Dash, and AJ got into a fighting stance and prepared, "It's too late boys. Sparks is finished." Twilight smiled confidently.
They extended their poison tipped needles from their N-Techs and prepared to charge, "Your gonna pay for what you did to Mr. Sparks. He worked hard all his life and now you three take his accomplishments away from him. Twilight scoffed, "You two really don't know who he really is do you?"
The other stepped forward proudly, "All we know is that he gave us a second chance in Equestria. We were banished from this land for years. But Nova Sparks took us in and we helped him get to where he is. Now your going to pay for ruining it."
The girls braced themselves and the guards lunged ahead but was suddenly pulled back as Aspen came from behind and tugged them by the mane. Then conked their head together, knocking them out, "Oh No you don't. Sorry boys, but your giving me a crippling headache."
"Good boy Aspen!" Applejack yelled happily.
Twilight approached him curiously, "Aspen, do you think we'd be able to get out of here tonight?"
Aspen put his paws on his hips and laughed heavily, "After that speech? You got the key to the city! So...what's next from here?"
Twilight shifted her eyes to each one of her friends and ended on a painting of Princess Celestia on the wall, "Tonight...Were taking a little vacation to the Canyons..."
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 19 The Spike Who Loved Me
"Alright! Listen up!" Nova shouted from his office window, addressing his minions out in the production room.
"It has come to my attention that Mr. Comet was compromised. I have called you all here to announce a sudden change in plans...project: meteor is to be completed in double timing. I do not care for what it costs, we MUST have the missile launched within the next 36 hours. So...Dr. Know?"
Know waved from the crowd of Sparks' loyalists. Nova nodded, "Ah! Excellent. You will begin programming immediately. This is of the up most importance. Our intentions are being threatened..."
Nova levitated over a glass from his desk and sipped his strong drink. He continued with a dead serious expression in his voice, "You will all be on your top guard! If my instincts are correct, Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash are on their way here with a hit squad against me. All of you are obligated to fire at will towards anyone who approaches this facility. We are extremely close to finishing this project and it is too crucial to have foiled. I am making it official that Twilight, Dash, and Applejack are to be shot on site. I do not care to meet with them. It is better to have them killed, the sooner the better."
Sparks turned to Bradshaw who stood in the door way. He pointed to a switch box on the wall and Buckingham nodded back with a half-smile. The southern stallion lifted the glass case covering the switch and Nova halted him for a moment. The Tyrant looked upon the crowd of black and white striped uniforms with a cunning smile, "Gentlecolts! Stand away from the middle if you could. I give you...project: meteor!"
His army men dispersed from the center of the room and Nova gave Bradshaw the signal to flip the switch. A loud siren then began, followed by the flashing and spinning of red alarm lights. The cavern started to tremor and the steel floor in the middle of the production room parted in the middle and slowly opened downwards. Below the floor, a large platform simultaneously begun to raise. The floor of the platform was grated with water gushing from underneath. Placed on the stage along the sides was a series of computers and technical controls with the words "project: meteor" engraved on the siding of each monitor. But standing out above everything else...The missile. Hunched over ominously in it's launching chamber. A 21 foot long missile with a green shaft and black tip. "Project: meteor" was also printed in white across the shaft with Nova's cutie mark branded on the opposite side. While the platform stabilized, an opening in the ceiling of the cave formed. Made with a slightly larger diameter of the missile for it to fire out of.
Nova smiled deviously, "My life's ambition is only on the horizon now... Everypony can return to their stations, and remember to investigate anything that seems suspicious. Well...Get to it!"
Dr. Know and few scientists amid'st the armada got to work on the missile while the rest headed back to either the refinery station, Supernova, or patrolling the facility. Sparks shut the window and sat back down in his desk. He rubbed his hoof over his forehead and called over to Buckingham in the doorway, "Bradshaw I want you to remove some of the refinery workers and put them on guard duty. I want to maximize our security division as much as we can."
The security head nodded gladly, "I'll see it done Mr. Sparks."
Trixie was still sitting in the chair across from Nova. She used her horn to pour him another drink, "So...Do you want me to brainwash them or not?"
"Absolutely." Sparks answered after sipping his scotch.
Trixie rose from her seat and Nova held his hoof up to gesture a halt, "Wait. I want to be there too. But first I'm going get Captain Khan Quest to move the ship behind the mine. I don't want those girls to have any clues to where we are. Stay here and wait for any messages."
Nova got up and trotted through the door, leaving the self-proclaimed "Great and Powerful" one in charge of his office. He climbed down the stairs and glanced over at Dr. Know and the other physicists. He asked curiously, "How fast can get you that programmed Doctor?"
Know looked up at his superior with a small smile and spoke with his soft voice, "The fastest I can probably have it done is eighteen hours. Calculating the trajectory will take another twelve. So you'll have another six hours to launch it. I hope that is satisfactory to your schedule sir."
He nodded, "It's fine Dr. Know. Now if you'll excuse me, I have some business to deal with. Carry on..."
-----
Back on the outskirts of Canterlot, Twilight and the others were prepared to hit the road. Rainbow Dash scurried around the shops in Canterlot to pack food while Applejack was motivating a team of twenty ponies they'd be travelling with to take out Nova and his army. She spoke loud and proud like the Apple she was, "Tonight my fella Equestrians, is the final chapter of Sparks' evil story. By this time tomarrow we'll be face to face with an army of Nova's dogs and ponies...They were once rebels that took our great land. Now were the rebels takin it back! Now I understand that Aspen provided each of you with yer own what-cha-ma-call-its...N-Techs? Yeah N-Techs. Anyways he explained some of the neat functions on this here do-hicky. Like uhhhh twisting it brings out this little needle thingy that apparently has a neuro-toxin which will cause death within 12 seconds. Be careful cuz it's only good fer one shot so make it count. Now there's this little button here on top to activate a high powered laser. Then a radio fer when ya'll need to talk to each other. I don't know if we'll be needin it. After all it's just the twenty of yous comin along. Now were gonna take it to this Nova guy right?"
"RIGHT!"
"Were gonna stop this missile right?"
"RIGHT!"
"Were gonna avenge Princess Celestia right?"
"RIGHT!"
"Were gonna take back Equestria right?!"
"RIGHT!"
"THEN LET'S GET TO IT!"
The inspired team cheered and stomped the ground. Applejack galloped around, and high hooved everypony, then hugged her brother. She asked him, "Now are ya'll sure ya wanna come Big Macintosh? I've already lost you once. I wouldn't want to lose ya again."
Big Mac assured her sister, "Eeyup! Don't you worry AJ. I ain't gonna let them get to me again."
"Ya sure?" She asked nervously.
"Eeyup!"     
Meanwhile, Twilight was organizing her contents of her saddlebag one more time. Filling it with the map of the mine, a map to the mine, schematics to the missile, a map of the Supernova, the three other apple slices, a mirror, and one more item she had to look at before packing it. The syringe of silverblood that she took from the mine the last time. She held it in her hooves and examined it and thought to herself, "Just incase, I'll take it...But hopefully I won't have to use it."
She packed the last item and Aspen came by holding the crate he picked at before. Twilight heard him and looked behind her, "Hey Aspen. What have you got?"
He put the crate down and un-clamped the hatches keeping it shut, "Well after a few hours trying to pick this damn lock, I finally managed to unlock it."
Twilight laughed, "That's great. What's in it anyway?"
The dog smiled, "Something that Nova's scientists have been working on for a while. I figured you, Applejack and Rainbow could use one each."
Twilight became anxious and laughed again, "Well hurry up."
Aspen opened up the lid and reached inside, pulling out three cylindrical, mechanical rods. Twilight looked at it perplexed, "Uhh What are they?"
He chuckled and put down two of the rods and examined the other, "Well if you just push this button down here it...should..."
A beam of white light shot from the top of the base and extended out about three feet. Twilight was greatly intregued and Aspen explained, "This is a beam sword proto-type. The real name for it is E-Sword. As you can see..." 
He slashed a nearby a tree, leaving a searing cut, "As you can see while it cuts the wood, at the same time, it burns it as well. Now to turn it off, it's just another flick of the button."
Aspen turned it off and tossed it over to Twilight, "Thanks Aspen. This will come in handy...Do you know what time it is?" She asked curiously.
The canine checked his watch, "It's 6 o clock."
Twilight sighed then smiled. She raised her hoof to her forehead to see the figure of a Pegesus flying in, "Well I can see Rainbow heading towards this way now so I guess we'll hit the road..."
She extended her hoof out towards Aspen, "Thank you Aspen, for everything. We wouldn't be here if you hadn't helped us out."
Aspen gladly shook her hoof, "Hey you just make sure to take this guy out, and don't worry. I'll make sure these folks in Canterlot stay safe...I think your friend Dash wants you."
"Hey Twilight! I got all the food we need!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed holding a large sack of food.
Twilight laughed and packed the E-Swords in her bag, "That's great Rainbow. We'll spread it out among everypony later. You better get ready to go...Ok everypony let's pack up and head out!"
"Good-bye Aspen." Twilight concluded.
Aspen smiled down at her, "Here's looking at you kid..."
Before Twilight could ask, Aspen bent down and kissed her. He walked away right after, leaving Twilight astonished. She shook it off and smiled back at him. Then threw her saddlebag over her flank and left to meet up with the girls and the team who were waiting for her to lead. She trotted out in front with Rainbow and Applejack, "You girls ready?"
They nodded and had a look of determination. Applejack confirmed, "Let's do this Twi."
Twilight nodded back and began to trot forward, signaling the group to begin as well. As the girls lead on, they knew that this was the last confrontation with Nova. The last fight. The last hope...and very last chance.
----- 
Later that evening, Spike and the other girls were locked in the lower levels of the cavern. This time they had their own individual cells. Pinkie and Fluttershy were sleeping while Rarity and Spike remained awake, sitting in the corners of their cells, staring at the water drip from the stalactites on cave ceiling. Each cell was the same, nothing in it. Although there was one light in the middle of the room that allowed just enough light to see each other. Not much light came from the window in the door. The dungeon room was dank, humid, water everywhere, one light, with rusty bars for each cell and one metal door with a small window as the only possible means of entrance or exit. Rarity was beginning to feel awful and responsible for everything that had happened. She figured her short relationship with Bradshaw Buckingham caused her to be oblivious to his suspicious ways. She began to slowly sob. Spike heard it but didn't react over the slightly louder sound of the dropping water. Then the sobs grew a little louder and Spike became curious. He got up and walked over to the other side of his cell where he could speak to Rarity through the bars, "You alright Rarity?"
She glanced up with sad eyes, "Alright? Alright? Do I sound alright?"
Spike laughed nervously, "I guess not."
Rarity continued to cry, "This is all my fault Spike. I've caused all this to happen..."
"Don't ever say that!" Spike told her assertively.
"You've done nothing to cause this. I hate to say it but this was probably going to happen anyway."
The sobbing pony shook her head, "Oh You don't understand Spike. If I hadn't invited him into my home, we wouldn't be here..."
Spike was confused, "Who?"
"Bradshaw Buckingham...Oh I'll never love another stallion as long as I live..." Rarity assured.
He tried to comfort her, "Don't lose faith Rarity...I'm sure you'll find someone one of these days. It's just a matter of time."
She snuffed, "I've been so blind. Not being able to see the truth beyond his charm, into his dark secrets. I've been such a fool..."
Spike knocked on the bars to get more of her attention, "Hey now you listen. I know that myself and five other ponies can vouch that you were only being your generous self. None of us knew who he really turned out to be...Please don't beat yourself up. I can't stand to see you this way."
Rarity spoke out, still crying, "Face it Spike. I'm a failure!"
"NOW STOP THINKING LIKE THAT!" he exclaimed angrily.
"It's not your fault and your going to find that special somebody. Maybe not now, maybe not this year, but surely you will...Maybe that someone is closer then you think..."
Rarity shook her head slowly, "No. I'm sorry Spike...I'll never love another pony as long as I live..."
Spike took a deep breath, and looked at her warmly, "Well, would you love a dragon?"
She slowed down her emotions and looked up from her dismay, "...What?"
The small dragon smiled at her, "You heard me. Would you love a dragon? A dragon's not a pony. I don't know how to exactly say this Rarity, but I've had a crush on you for a long time...I don't know why I could never bring myself to tell you this. I guess I'm just the nervous type when it comes to romance. But now with the threat of Nova standing in our faces, I figure it's time...We've been through a lot together, and I have enjoyed every second of it. For all the times we've shared, thank you for giving me the pleasure. I just want to tell you...I like you Rarity, I always will. Simply put, your my girl...This may be a long shot, but I hope you feel the same way about me."
Spike's sentimental speech began to fill Rarity with slight comfort and she broke through her tears with a subtle smile, "Oh Spike...Do you really mean all that?"
He looked down at the ground then back up again, "Yeah I do...If we don't make it out of this cave alive, I love you."
Rarity slowly got up and wiped away her tears. She felt the weight finally lifted off her shoulders as she trotted towards him. Though Rarity did feel hesitation when she stopped next to him, "But...What if I lose you?"
Spike laughed, "Ah Are you kidding? Your never gonna get rid of me!"
He clutched on to her front hooves through the cell and held them up between each other, "My heart, is for your eyes only."
She smiled, and he smiled back. They stared into each other's eyes and Rarity could tell, Spike would never betray her. Spike too, felt that same way. It warmed his heart and for the first time for a long while, Rarity felt safe...and in love. They began to lean their heads in towards each other slowly. Each inch closer they felt their hearts beat faster and faster. Before their lips would touch, Spike sang a verse from a song to Rarity softly, "...Were an all time high, let's take on this world and wait. So hold on tight...Let the flight...Begin..."
They moved their heads in closer, then kissed. A tear streamed down Rarity's cheek. Though this time the tear was not out of sorrow, but out of happiness. That same provoked tear also streamed from the dragon's eye. Both tears seem to drift down each other's faces, and collide in the middle, as if it were an unbreakable bond between star-crossed lovers.
Suddenly they heard slow applauding from the door. They pulled away from each other though still holding each others claws and hooves. They peered across the room and seen Nova in the door way, clopping slowly. He chuckled, "Well...I have seen a lot in my life but that scene tops any movie."
Spike and Rarity only glared at the grey pony as he trotted near the jail cells. Sparks looked at Rarity and grinned, "I would've never guessed I'd see you of all ponies, kissing a dragon. I mean, even Mr. Buckingham only kissed your hooves. But this was definitely worth seeing."
Rarity snapped at him, "What do you want? Can't you see we were sharing a very important moment?"
He laughed again, "Oh I could see that. But like most movies, the destined lovers will be torn apart by an unfortunate event..."
Spike and Rarity grasped each other through the cell. Spike called him out, "What do you mean Nova?"
He backed away from the cells and cleared his voice, "Come on in my dear..."
Then Trixie trotted in accompanied by another Unicorn carrying a saddlebag and two large dogs. A white dog, and a brown dog. She flicked her mane then talked and gestured her hooves like she was about to perform a show, "It's time for the Great and Powerful Trixie to show off her new aMAAAZing talents! But first...I'll need my assistant to give me my boost of magical confidence..."
The other Unicorn used his magic to remove two syringes from his bag, filled with the manaressence that was silverblood. He levitated both needles over his and Trixie's forehead, injecting the substance at the base of their horns. Trixie felt the energy flow through her entire body and felt invigorated. Nova smirked, "I do believe it is finally time to get this show on the road. (He looks at the dogs) Open the cells, you brought the chains right?"
The brown dog removed a length of chain from his side and took out a few locks from his pockets. They began with Fluttershy's cell and proceeded down the cells. Going to Pinkie Pie, Rarity, then Spike. Fluttershy awoke, startled and scared, "W-w-what's going on? What's happening? Pinkie Pie? Rarity? Spike?!"
"OHH SHUT HER UP WILL YOU?" Sparks hollered at one of the dogs.
The white canine took her by the shoulders and smacked her across the face. Fluttershy fell to the ground whimpering pitifully. Spike let go of Rarity immediately and lunged against the front bars of the cell, "YOU TAKE YOUR PAWS OFF OF HER! LEAVE HER ALONE!"
The dogs ignored him and locked Fluttershy in the chains with a metal apparatus around her neck then dragged her out of the cell with her stumbling along crying. They opened the door to Pinkie Pie's cell. Although Pinkie did not resist or react at all. She simply woke up and gave into their orders but she tried to comfort Fluttershy as she was also locked with a brace around her neck, connected to the rope of chain. Finally, the mutts approached Rarity's cell and she backed against the wall frightened, "Just where are you taking us?"
Nova laughed, "I do believe that we have some un-finished business to deal with in my office..."
The canines opened her cage and walked towards her. Spike begged, "Please Nova! Leave Rarity alone. Take me! Not her!"
Sparks shook his head, dying of laughter, "Absolutely not..."
Rarity thrashed her hooves around, "No! Stay away from me, you filthy creatures!"
"Do what you have to do to detain her." Nova stated clearly.
Spike tried to reach through the bars to Rarity and the dogs grabbed a hold of her, "Let her go! I'm the one you want. Get your stinkin paws OFF OF HER!" 
The tears of fear burst from Rarity again as she was restrained against her will and locked in the chains. Spike, out of passionate fury, pressed himself against the bars, reaching out to Nova, "If I get my claws on you. You'll be sorry!"
Sparks sauntered his way towards Spike, stopping far enough away from his claws. He narrowed his eyes and gave a cocky grin, "What do you plan to do locked behind that cell? Your pathetic...Bring them out boys!"
The dogs dragged the girls out by the links, Trixie and the assisting Unicorn took control and held the chains with their magic. Then Bradshaw Buckingham trotted in from upstairs, "Uh You called fer me Mr. Sparks?"
Nova turned his head and trotted up to the brown steed eagerly, "Ah Yes Mr. Buckingham, excellent timing."
He looked at Trixie and the Unicorn and pointed to the door, "Bring them upstairs to my office. Maybe we'll actually get this done without anymore interruptions."
As the Unicorn and Trixie strolled along with Rarity and the girls, the Great and Powerful one kissed Sparks on the cheek. Nova told her, "I'll be up in a moment. Keep them on ice for me."
Trixie arrogantly smirked, "Oh Don't worry. The Great and Powerful Trixie knows how to keep her audience at full attention."
They continued up the stairs and Nova shut the door behind them, leaving himself, two massive dogs, Bradshaw, and Spike in the room. Spike backed away nervously as the four others stared at him. Nova Sparks made his way over to Buckingham and padded him on the back and continued to look at Spike with his devious grin, "Unfortunately I have a very critical schedule so I'll have to leave you in the company of Mr. Buckingham and his associates."
Spike looked at him skeptically, "What do you mean by that?"
The grey stallion chuckled, "Gentlecolts, get him out of that cell."
The burly dogs unlocked Spike's door and chased to cease him. But Spike had other plans as he evaded them and slashed their knees with his claws. The dogs yipped and fell down. He was infuriated and the pupils in his eyes shifted like the lizard he was, then he charged swiftly towards Nova. He leaped in the air but Bradshaw intervened and shoved his boss of out harms way and took the attack from Spike. They wrestled around on the ground as Spike was determined to scratch the stallion's eyes out. Sparks took action and immobilized the dragon with his magic then threw him against the hard, rough wall of the cavern. Spike fell to the ground in pain, giving the dogs the opportunity to hold Spike by the arms. Buckingham got up and took a baton that was strapped to his side, ready to pound into the dragon, but then Nova halted him, "No wait! Allow me..."
Bradshaw smiled and gave Sparks the nightstick and took it with his magic and held one end of it pressed upward against Spikes chin, holding his head up, "Like I said...You'll get yours..."
Nova stood back and winded the bat up. The dogs kept him still although he tried to struggle. But never tried hard enough as Sparks wailed the club into Spikes stomach, knocking the wind out of him and almost blacking out in agony. Nova dropped the club and whispered into Spikes ear, "I told you...Bloody lizard."
He trotted to the exit and turned around briefly to Buckingham, "You keep him entertained for about twenty minutes or so. Then lock him back up and come upstairs."
The southern steed smiled cleverly and nodded, "Oh We'll keep Mr. Spike well entertained sir...Don't you worry."
"Excellent...Oh One more thing. Before you came down, Spike and Miss Rarity exchanged feelings for one another. I just thought I'd let you know." Nova said as he left the room feeling empowered.
Bradshaw turned around to the weak dragon curiously, "Really? You and Ms. Rarity? I knew you were a dragon but I never knew ya'll were a snake."
Spike urged to get words out of his mouth and hoarsely coughed, "What do you mean by that?"
Bradshaw Buckingham chuckled, "Well I was plannin on marryin Ms. Rarity after Trixie went ahead and brainwashed her. After that there's no way she'd reject me."
He felt the rage flow through him once again and he thrashed around, trying to escape, "No! I won't let you hurt her!"
Spike was silenced again with another blow from the nightstick, this time from Bradshaw Buckingham himself, "Now shut yer mouth! This is gonna be the longest twenty minutes of yer life..."
Bradshaw and the dogs continued to pound on him for the next while. Assuring that he'd be decimated like Nova had requested, Buckingham took great pleasure in the brutal beating of the small dragon. Spike could do nothing as he was beaten to a pulp and within an inch of his life. Tossed around by the dogs and bashed in by Buckinghams baton. Although the brutal beating from his weapon was nothing compared to his severed heart for Rarity. Bradshaw mocked him over Rarity. Taunting him about how he was much more of a man then Spike was. As much as Spike wanted prove him wrong, he could not muster the strength to retaliate after such a savage attack. Afterwards, the dogs tossed Spike back in the cage and they, including Bradshaw exited the room, leaving Spike with throbbing pains all over his body, but mostly his heart as he lied in the bitter darkness of the room, and prayed for Twilight to arrive.
-----
Meanwhile, it was near midnight and Twilight Sparkle, Rainbow Dash, Applejack, and the rest of the team were on the outskirts of Ponyville. They could all see the lights of the town, but heard nothing. It was the cause of the enforced curfew. Everypony was tired from the long trot from Canterlot and Twilight decided to halt them for a short break. Each pony fell to the ground exhausted, especially Big Macintosh who offered to carry a majority of the supplies. Applejack offered to take some of the load, "Cmon big brother, you've been pushin yerself the whole way through. Let me help you out."
Big Mac pushed her away, still panting, "Nnope! I can handle this AJ, trust me"
Twilight gazed towards the glimmering town and pondered. Rainbow looked over curiously, "What are you thinking about Twilight? How far are we from Ponyville?"
Twilight sighed and looked back to answer, "We may have to take a detour Rainbow."
Dash was puzzled with the term, "Detour? What's that mean?"
"It means we have to find another way. We can't go through Ponyville, too many guards." Twilight explained.
Overhearing the statement, Applejack rushed over worried, "Whatta ya'll we can't go through Ponyville? I want to check on Sweet Apple Acres!"
Twilight put her hoof over her friends shoulder to calm her down, "It's alright, we'll still be able to get there, were just going to have to go around the town. We can't risk with all of us getting caught."
She turned around to alert the team, "Alright Everypony! It looks like were not going to be able to go through town so we'll just have to go around. Let's move out!"
The group of ponies slowly stood up and started following Twilight, AJ, and Dash who were leading them into the edge along the border between the Everfree Forest and Equestria, to avoid trouble from Nova's soldiers. Then for some reason, Twilight could feel something in her heart, something that didn't feel right, almost sickening. She gazed up at the gleaming moon in the sky and noticed that is was hanging above the horizon of the Canyon with four stars twinkling around it. She felt the moon was trying to tell her something as the four stars would fade from time to time, which was bizarre. Twilight's worry suddenly grew and she trotted faster, encouraging the team to move quicker, she sensed that her trapped friends were in grave danger.
[...To be continued] 
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Chapter 20 Where Is That Moonlight Trail, That Leads To Your Side?
Twilight lead the team through the dark of the night on the edge of the Everfree Forest and Equestria, just outside of Ponyville. They crept quietly, trying not to draw any attention what so ever. While they walked, Twilight studied the map of the Canyon she got from the secret document. She followed the route to the mine and realized the mine was located in the deep trenches of a valley known as Suffolk Valley. They rustled through the bushes as quickly and as softly as they could. They were only within a short distance of Ponyville and the slightest noise could provoke their capture. Twilight switched the map and hauled out the directory of Nova's manarite mine. The map was somewhat perplexing, except for where the hidden door was  to the missile chamber. Upon entering the cavern, the main rooms were the refinery, branching off into another three directions. The Silverblood laboratory, testing laboratory, and the mine shafts. Down the path, passing the two doors to the labs was the secret door. The map showed only three main rooms. The missile factory, Nova's office (which was built within the chamber itself), and a sub-level that lead to the dungeon. Twilight suspected that Spike and the others must obviously be there. She tried to look for another way of entry but could find nothing. The only way to enter was the front opening. Twilight decided then, that this was going to have to be a full on assault against Nova's army. Finally she took out the schematics meteor. Although the moonlight was not enough for her to see, so she decided she'd wait until morning to look at it.
While spending her time studying the documents, she noticed that they were almost cleared of Ponyville and could soon travel the path once again. She quietly alerted the crowd and halted them, "Alright everypony, now we can start moving in towards the road again. Remember to be very quiet."
Applejack and Rainbow Dash were patrolling the team from behind to ensure that nopony would get separated from the pack since they were traveling at a faster pace than before. Everypony complied with Twilight's directions and followed along. They remained quiet until they were out of the bushes and touched the dirt road. Though they were still far enough from Ponyville to be heard. Rainbow and AJ made their way to the front. Applejack immediately took the lead, "Cmon everypony! We can't stop now."
Rainbow Dash and Twilight knew she was eager to see how badly Sweet Apple Acres was damaged and already knew the result would not be good. Twilight took her turn and made her way behind the crowd. She decided to take notice of the team, "Let's see...16 stallions, 4 mares...8 Unicorns, 10 Earth, and 2 Pegesi. Including me and the girls, that's 23. Will we be able to take on an entire mine by ourselves? I hope this all works out in the end. That evil pony has got to be stopped!"
...Suddenly, something caught the ears of everypony. It was eerie and ominous. Everypony stopped and listened to something from the sky. It appeared to the sound of echoing trumpets, but it came from no where. Rainbow and another Pegesus even flew up to look for where it was coming from but had no clue. The sound continued for five straight minutes. The crowd looked all over the sky confused and startled, but could not find the source of the noise anywhere. The constant sound would die down slowly and go to silence for a split second, then start all over again. Applejack finally asked the obvious question, "Where in tarnation is that noise comin from?"
"I don't know!" Rainbow yelled down from the sky.
After another few minutes, the horns suddenly stopped, as if nothing disturbed the night at all. There was gossip going around the team and Twilight tried to catch their attention, "Alright everypony! Whatever it was, it's gone now so let's get going!"
Everypony looked around at each other nervously. They knew it wasn't just nothing, but they decided to shrug it off and move along anyways. Once again, Applejack took a quick lead to hurry her way to the farm. She couldn't stop thinking about the condition of everything. She also thought about Granny Smith and Applebloom who agreed to stay in Canterlot until they returned. Applejack remembered her last confrontation with her sister. This time there were no tears shed. Only proud talk of family honor and encouragement. Granny Smith too, urged them on to fight Nova. Even she knew of devestation that Sparks could bring, but with Big Macintosh behind her, she had the integrity and confidence from her family, there was nothing that could stop her at this point. She galloped ahead with the team racing behind her. Twilight tried to call out to her to slow her down, but it was useless. AJ was determined to reach Sweet Apple Acres. The patch of forest they ran through was beginning to clear and Applejack could see the fields of the farm just up ahead. Then at last she finally made it to the front gate of the Apples' estate, and she sat down in shock...The farm was incinerated. Her tears began to collect as she trotted through the destroyed farm. Their orchard too, was scorched. The barn was badly damaged, unsalvagable. She looked through the fallen planks of wood from her home and looked for anything valuable.
Finally the team caught up with her and gazed around the devestated farm with just as much terror in their faces. Before Twilight and Rainbow could catch up to comfort their friend, Big Mac raced ahead of them, despite the abundance of supplies on his back. He looked from side to side at the ugly formalities the Nova's henchmen had left behind. The trees were charred, the apple celler was burned from the inside out, the fields were shrouded in ashes and rubble, and their home had been heavily destroyed by the flames. Big Macintosh slowed down and trotted around a corner to see Applejack crying over their tremendous loss. He walked over and sat down next to her, and he leaned in to comfort his sister. Twilight, Rainbow Dash, and team also trotted up to notice them, then decided to leave them be for a while. Twilight lead their faction back, "Come on everypony, they need to be alone right now. We'll wait by the road."
The status of Sweet Apple Acres surpassed the ability to restore the orchard. New trees would have to be planted, the livestock would have to be replaced, and a new home had to be built. Applejack continued her emotional toll. All the work she and her family put into their land through the years was gone. She looked up at Big Macintosh with tearful eyes and fell back into his hooves crying, "Jus what're we gonna do now?..."
Macintosh sat his sister up and looked into her eyes. It's the frist time Applejack ever witnessed the kind of sympathy he expressed with passion, "I'll tell ya whut were gonna do. Were gonna rebuild this farm...Bigger, better, stronger. You remember that were Apples, we don't go down so easily. Were gonna make Nova pay..."
His voice began to get louder, and he stood up with an angered tone, "Not only Nova, but who EVER did this to our land! I'm gonna find that pony or dog and buck him into the next century! We gotta get up AJ...We gotta pick ourselves up and get back on that road."
Applejack, memorized by her brothers surprising speech relieved her sobbing and brought back her faith. Macintosh concluded and held his hoof out to his sister, "Cmon lil sis, let's git up and git back on the road. Were Apples, not squash."
With a new inspired look of motivation, Applejack broke through her tears with a smile and reached out to Big Mac's hoof. He helped her up and they crossed necks then leaned in toward each other warmly, "I love ya Big Macintosh. Do ya'll really mean what ya jus said?"
With a dauntless smile, Big Macintosh raised his head with pride, "Eeyup!"
Applejack laughed and began to push her brother back towards the group, "Cmon big brother, let's go!"
They trotted along side by side. Now with every other thought and concern put aside. It was finally time to head out for the desert, and venture into the Suffolk Valley for Nova's manarite mine and stop project: meteor. The Apples returned to the group with a new outlook on the mission at hoof. Macintosh returned to his position and Applejack high hooved Rainbow and Twilight. She sprang out in front of the group got them riled up, "ALRIGHT EVERYPONY! Let's get to it! Next stop, Suffolk Valley! Let's finally get down there and finish off Nova for good! He was banished the first time! We'll banish him for the last time!"
The freedom fighters erupted with cheerful applauds and they took off galloping, with Twilight Sparkle, Rainbow Dash, and Applejack ahead of the pack. Twilight looked up into the sky and gazed at the moon once more. It almost appeared the light of the moon shined off the stones on the dirt road and highlighted the way towards the desert, leading them to their friends. To save them from a dangerous Tyrant, and bring them and Equestria, back to salvation...to harmony. The three destined friends ran side by side and nodded at one another. Each thinking the same thought, and knew what each other was thinking, "For Equestria!"
-----
Meanwhile, Nova descended from the staircase from his office and approached Dr. Know who was still operating on the missile, "How far along are you the with programming Dr. Know?"
Know turned around from his computers and levitated a tray with coffee in front of Nova. Asking in his eerie, calm voice, "Coffee Mr. Sparks?"
He nodded gladly and took one of the two cups. He sipped and asked Know to continue, "Thank you my good sir. Now can you tell me how your work is going?"
Know smiled deviously, "Of course Mr. Sparks."
He went back to his computer and gestured his superior to come over. He explained, "Meteor is coming along good sir. The programming is nearing completion, and in about another six hours I think it will be done. Were quite ahead of schedule and I can estimate that we can have the missile launched as early as three in the afternoon as opposed to midnight."
Nova was pleased with this news and patted his science chief on the back, "Excellent. The world as we know will soon cease to exist. Starting a new Genesis for the new world, my world...But I digress, if you'll excuse me, I have more business to tend to. Keep up the good work Dr. Know."
"Thank you Mr. Sparks, I will not disappoint you." Know concluded as he put down his coffee.
Sparks began to climb the stairs to his office with coffee still levitated. He stepped through his office door and noticed Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie, and Rarity still chained and standing against the wall. Trixie sat in Nova's chair while her assistant watched the captives cautiously. Nova greeted his marefriend jokingly, "I'm home dear! Oh and we have guests! How splendid."
Trixie and the assistant laughed but the girls remained quiet and frightened. Except Pinkie, she showed no emotion. Rarity leered at the grey stallion furiously and Fluttershy trembled with fear and sobbed pitifully. Sparks noticed this and tended to her, "Oh What is the matter my dear? Are you hurt? Are you sad? Well do not worry, you'll feel none of those in a moment, and just for you, I'll let you go first..."
Fluttershy gasped and grabbed on to Rarity for protection who clenched back. Rarity was determined to protect her innocent friend, "I'll never let you take her!"
Nova sneered and rolled his eyes, "Oh Please..."
Without hesitation he laid down his coffee on his desk and smacked the white mare across the face then yanked Fluttershy towards him while levitating a key he took from the assistant. He unlocked Fluttershy's chains and took her from the bind, then shoved her over to Trixie. She fell down at the desk and screamed, terrified then tried to run away but the Unicorn henchman and Nova caught her, then held her hooves against the wall while Trixie rose from the seat and slowly trotted over. Fluttershy shook her head violently and struggled. Sparks tried to ease her down forcefully, "Now, now! It's no use resisting, this is going to happen one way or another! Now STOP fidgeting you bloody twat!"
Trixie tried to concentrate into her eyes but Fluttershy was moving too much, "Nova! The Great and Powerful Trixie can't perform her magic when her volunteer is being difficult..."
Fed up with her, Nova used his magic and levitated an object from his coat pocket...the silver-plated energy blaster. Nova grabbed Fluttershy's head and forcefully turned it towards Rarity who had the gun pointed at her head. He shook her to get her attention, "Now listen to me...You will stop with your enervated whining like a little filly or else Ms. Rarity here will have a very bitter ending to her life. Do I make myself very clear?"
With a sick feeling in her gut, Fluttershy forced herself to stop crying and held back her tears as hard as she could but couldn't stop her whimpering entirely. Rarity held still, trying not to make any sudden moves. Trixie finally proceeded. She focused into Fluttershy's eyes momentarily and got her stare into her eyes. Nova and the henchman made sure to keep their heads turned away so they would not fall into the trance. The blue mare flashed a bright light from her horn and opened the hypnotic gate in her eyes. Fluttershy began to feel loose...then sleepy. She was beginning to go through the same symptoms Big Macintosh went through. After twenty seconds of staring into Trixie's eyes, Fluttershy was fully focused and ready to take her commands. The Great and Powerful one grinned and spoke very clearly, "Focus on my voice Fluttershy...If you can hear me and understand me, nod your head..."
The yellow Pegesus nodded and Trixie was pleased then continued, "Fluttershy...Hear my order...I command you to obey every order that Nova Sparks gives you. He is your master from now on. You shall respect him and never think twice about any order you're given...Do you understand? If yes, nod."
She nodded again and Trixie went to end the trance, "Now when I countdown from five, you will be subjected to Nova's every command...5...4...3...2...1...0!"
Suddenly, Fluttershy broke from focus and stared off into nothingness. Nova and the assistant slowly released Fluttershy from their grip and backed away slowly. Pinkie Pie and Rarity stared at Fluttershy, hoping she hadn't been taken from them. There was a long pause and Fluttershy only stood with a blank expression on her face. Nova looked over at the cup on his desk momentarily then back to Fluttershy, "Fluttershy...Pass me my coffee..."
There was another long pause from the order and Fluttershy looked into his eyes. He went to order again but then Fluttershy replied happily, "Of course Mr. Sparks..."
Then Nova and Trixie both smiled as they watched Fluttershy trot over and lift a tray with the coffee cup on it. Nova commended his lover, "Wonderful job my dear! It worked!"
Trixie flicked her mane and gave a sly smile, "Well of course it is. The Great and Powerful Trixie is simply...Flawless!"
Rarity shook her head slowly while Pinkie once again lowered her head unaffected, "What have you done to her?!" Rarity screamed angrily.
"Oh Be quiet before I turn your hair green again." Trixie teased.
The white mare felt her anger penting up and wanted to charge the boastful Trixie. Although she kept her sanity and responded with a very clever come back, "Well least I don't gallop away from my problems, unlike somepony in this room."
The insult managed to smack the smile off of Trixie's face and snap into a look of disdain. She tried to think of another snappy line but couldn't overcome the thought that she knew Rarity was right. She couldn't escape it. But she quickly calmed down and proceeded to brainwash another, "Nova, get that Pink one over there, I want to save the best for last..."
The shifty grin appeared again as she eyed Rarity. She looked right back up at her with a angered frown. Sparks and the assistant then unlocked Pinkie Pie with no resistance. She had given in to the outcome and couldn't muster any strength to fight back. Rarity tried to talk sense into her as she was easily held against the wall, "Pinkie Pie darling, for the love of Celestia, you got to snap out of this! Are you really going to just stand there and let them take your mind? Pinkie!"
Nova shouted down at her, "Shut up! Whenever your ready Trixie my dear."
Rarity ignored him, "Pinkie Pie? Talk to me! Why won't you listen to me?"
"Shut your bloody trap!" hollered the agitated stallion.
Trixie approached Pinkie Pie who was already staring into her eyes. Rarity tried one more time, "Pinkie please! Believe me! Twilight and the others WILL save us!"
Pinkie's lips suddenly began to quiver, trying to bring words to her mouth and her eyes began to stray away from Trixie's. Then, she gave up again and willingly stared back into her eyes. Trixie proceeded and Nova promptly told Rarity, "You see? She can't resist. Nopony can resist. I am too powerful to be overthrew...and even if they were to show up, I have an entire army at my disposal with the most latest technology in artillery. Face it...You can't win!"
When Nova concluded his speech, Rarity noticed that Pinkie Pie was turned around as she too, had been brainwashed by Trixie's doing. The Great and Powerful one wiped sweat from her forehead, "I must say, it is quite a lot of work being all great and powerful...Your turn Rarity." She said egotistically.
Sparks and the other Unicorn went to grab her. She tried to scoot away, "No! Get away from me you retched fiends! Get your hooves off me this instant! This is no way to treat a lady."
Suddenly Nova stopped and held back his assistant, "No, no. Why are we doing this? Fluttershy! Pinkie Pie! Restrain her against the wall at once!"
The two brainwashed mares spoke simultaneously, smiling demonically, "Yes Master Nova..."
Forcefully and swiftly, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie lifted Rarity against her will and pinned her against the wall before she could defend herself. Rarity was shocked, "Girls? It's me! Rarity! Your friend!"
They said nothing as if they didn't recognize her, which they couldn't, "Ouch! Girls your hurting me."
Nova laughed at her and sipped his coffee, "They can't hear you Rarity. They only obey me, but don't worry. Your eyes will be opened soon as well. Let's get this finished my dear..."
Rarity struggled but it was useless, "Mark my words you letch! Twilight, Rainbow Dash, and Applejack will be here, and you'll be finished!"
He mocked arrogantly, "Don't be foolish, there's no way they can make it in time. Plus I have my guards out there to protect me. Let them try, they'll only be captured and killed...Trixie dear, it is quite late so finish off her and then come along to bed. Tomorrow...is my date with destiny...Oh and one more thing I should tell you Ms. Rarity..."
She looked at him with nervous curiosity. He smiled and quickly trotted to his desk, pressing a button to turn on his radio, "Mr. Buckingham? Come in Bradshaw..."
"Whatcha need Mr. Sparks?" Bradshaw answered.
"Tomorrow morning...Could you dispose of some garbage for me?" Nova asked with wit.
Buckingham was puzzled, "Garbage sir?"
He laughed, "Yes...A certain piece of reptilian garbage...Take him to the top of a cliff tomorrow morning and have him thrown off if you could."
Rarity looked up at him with disbelief and struggled, "You monster! You wouldn't!"
Buckingham confirmed gladly and chuckled on the otherside, "Of course Mr. Sparks. It would be my pleasure to see him off."
"Excellent sir...Good evening then." Nova concluded.
He started for the exit and smiled back at her one more time with his glasses shining eerily in the light, "Now if you'll excuse me. I must be off...Good-bye Ms. Rarity."
Rarity said nothing and turned away tearfully, "Please hurry girls, time is running out..."
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 21 Once Again Unto The Breach
After many long hours of travel, Twilight and the rest of the team trotted into the Canyon around ten in the morning, arriving two hours ahead of schedule. Everypony was exhausted and found it hard to trot any further but knew that they couldn't stop now. Taking another glance at the map, Twilight calculated that it would only take another few hours of walking to reach Nova's mine in the heart of Suffolk Valley, a vast landscape of deep tranches and rough terrain. The girls could notice tracks in the dirt, indicating nearby stagecoaches. They notified the team to be on full alert through the rest of the way. They were in Nova's territory now and knew he'd be looking for them. They continued along their way and descended into the lower levels of the Canyon through the hills. The girls discussed the plan on the way, "So are you girls still familiar with the plan?" Asked Twilight.
Applejack chuckled nervously, "I think we got the general idea Twi. But maybe ya'll should go through it one more time just to be sure."
The three friends laughed and Twilight nodded gladly, "Of course Applejack. Well after some thought, I think there's no other way to enter the mine than the front so were just going to have to charge through..."
She took the map of the mine from her saddlebag and unfolded it, "As we can see. This mine isn't the most complicated. It's only some mine shafts with the main compartments; A refinery room, a couple long tunnels, two laboratories, a missile room, an office, and a dungeon below the main level. What we should do first, is destroy Sparks' refinery machines and break everything in his labs. Next we'll storm through this secret door which is right here. That will bring us into another large room which will be the chamber for project: meteor. Were going to have to find a way to deactivate it before it goes off. I have the blueprints for the missile in my bag so I'll have a look at it. Then were going to have to split up. I want you girls to go down this stairwell here to rescue Spike and the girls. I'll be heading up to pay Nova a visit in his office. We need discuss a little business. Oh Remind me to give you the girls the apple slices, and don't lose them. It's our last hope. Finally I'll confront Nova and hold him there until you guys show up. Then we can figure the rest when you girls get there, got it?"
Rainbow was getting excited over the upcoming action and flew around Applejack and Twilight repeatedly, "You bet! I can't wait to get there and kick some Nova flank!"
Applejack caught Rainbow Dash from the air and hauled her down, "Are ya'll tryin to get us caught? Calm down, were not there yet."
Rainbow giggled softly, "Sorry ladies, just getting a little excited..."
Twilight and AJ laughed with her, "Come on girls, were almost there!" Twilight shouted proudly.
They took off galloping and the team followed eagerly. The rugged roads made it hard trot over but they couldn't let that stop them now. They were nearly there. The odor of factory smoke filled the air, signifying the manarite quarry. As the smell got stronger over time, everypony noticed they were nearing the tall trenches of Suffolk Valley and could see a slight grey haze over head...They weren't far away from Nova Sparks.
-----
The jail cell opened and a groggy, confused Spike awoke being dragged from the corner. He groaned from the friction of the rough cavern floor that felt like sandpaper. He was forced to his feet by two steeds and lead up the stairs with the guards behind him and another pony up ahead leading him. He couldn't recognize that pony, his eyes weren't adjusted to the light yet, although the mane seemed familiar. He asked where he was going, but got no answer. Then he was brought out through an opening into the massive production room of the missile, meteor. His vision eventually focused in and he immediately fixed his sight on the rocket. His fixation was soon broken by the startling and brash voice of Bradshaw Buckingham, "Quite a sight, isn't it Mr. Spike?"
Buckingham descended from the adjacent stairwell from the upper deck. Spike roared at him angrily and showed a vicious look on his face, "Bradshaw...What's going on here?!"
The brown stallion chuckled jokingly, "Just a lil science experiment Mr. Spike. But unfortunately, you won't be around to see it."
The dragon was puzzled yet again, "...What do you mean?"
"Let's jus say were gonna...Set your soul free." Bradshaw teased, smiling arrogantly.
He gestured somepony over, "Mr. Spike, I think she has something to say to you..."
Spike turned around and saw Rarity in front of him, smiling mysteriously, "Ooh Spiky Wikey...I'm sorry you had to find out this way..."
Spike shook his head, not understanding and little on edge, "Rarity what's going on? What are you doing with these guys?"
Rarity laughed innocently and trotted over to smooch Bradshaw Buckingham which sent a furious rage through Spike's body as he propelled forward. But he was held back by the two guards, "I'LL KILL YOU! What have you done to her?!"
Bradshaw pulled his lips away from Rarity's and agitated Spike again, aggravating him to the core, "Hmmm...She tastes like strawberries."
Spike did nothing but stare at him demonically with a pulsing vein jolting from his neck. Buckingham stood out of the way and pointed towards the staircase to the upper deck, "Come along Mr. Spike. Your freedom awaits...Rarity my darlin, lead the way."
The guards pushed him ahead and he was surrounded with a pony on each side of him for which he could not escape. They lead him upstairs and passed Nova's office where he could catch a glimpse of him through the window, kissing Trixie's hoof. Spike was disgusted and shook his head. He was brought through a tunnel that lead to a dead end. He wondered why he was brought there and waited until Buckingham stepped forward, then he pushed a button that was made to look like a part of the rock wall. It opened another secret door that showed yet another long tunnel with a dim light at the end of it. To Spike's confusion there was a badly installed elevator. Bradshaw, Rarity, one of the guards, and Spike were loaded in. The other guard activated the elevator and the four ascended. While on the way, Spike tried to breakthrough to Rarity, "Rarity snap out of it! This isn't you!"
He was struck in the gut by the guard's hoof, "Shut up you!"
Rarity only continued to smile and hold on to Bradshaw's hoof. Her magic repelling horn cover had been removed. After a quick minute, they reached the top. The elevator appeared to bring them to the cliff of a plateau. It was windy and very brisk outside. Windy enough that it made the clouds speed across the sky. Spike was shoved out of the elevator door, out on to the cold, hard ground towards the edge over looking the cliff. He was held against the edge by Buckingham and his assisting guard. He stared down the cliff and almost fainted over it's terrifying height. About a full couple miles downward. Spike was turned around and faced Rarity who again, stood in front of him, "Whenever yer ready darlin." Bradshaw hollered loudly over the incredible winds.
She proceeded to shove Spike off, plunging him to his tragic death on the bottom of the Canyon. Just before she could charge him, Spike pleaded, "Please Rarity...Please...Just one more kiss...For me?"
The influenced mare halted and suddenly looked dumbfounded. She looked over at Buckingham for approval. He thought about it momentarily then nodded, "Make it quick...I guess you can call it...The kiss of death." He smiled chuckling.
Rarity moved closer and Spike leaned in while his arms were still restrained. Before they locked lips, Spike told her, "Remember...I'll always love you...No matter what."
She felt the words sink into her heart as they kissed. A long kiss that for a second, took them through a flashback of their times together. Memories that appeared to last for an eternity. Ending with their first kiss and for some reason, Spike was happy, and relieved with this last kiss. Happy that it may have reached into the real Rarity...somewhere. They split apart from one another and Rarity just stood there, gazing up into the sky. Buckingham called to her impatiently, "Well? Finish him off!"
Rarity broke away from her confusion and nodded, "..Right, finish him off."
She backed up and scrapped her hoof against the ground, getting ready to strike the dragon off the edge. She began to run and quickly gained speed and rammed into the...other guard that restrained Spike and knocked him off, sending him to his definite downfall. Bradshaw was shocked and flipped his wig, "You crazy buckin mare! What's yer problem?!"
She expressed a keen smile, "You didn't expect me to hurt my Spiky Wikey did you?"
Spike's face lit up with excitement, "Rarity! Your back!"
Buckingham panicked and proceeded to shove Spike off himself. His plan was quickly foiled as Rarity restrained his hoof with her magic. Spike took the opportunity and swiped his free claws into the Buckingham's leg. A thriving sting shot through his leg and let go of the persistent dragon, clenching his front leg. Spike quickly scurried away and climbed on Rarity. She used her magic again to force Bradshaw to jab himself. The steed fell to the ground, and nearly rolled off the cliff. But he was able to catch himself and get a hoof hold. Seeing that Rarity and Spike were galloping away into the Canyon, he rushed to the elevator and went to send for back up, limping in pain from his bleeding knee.
Spike and Rarity receded into a patch of grassland and hid behind a tree, crouching into the bushes. Spike embraced her, "Rarity. I'm so glad your back to normal."
Rarity hugged him back and explained, "Oh Spike it was simply awful! Imagine being locked away and being able to watch a copy of yourself commit terrible acts and not be able to do anything about it. I can't believe I kissed that sorry excuse for a stallion...Thank you for being my hero."
Spike laughed, "Rarity please, you saved me."
They kissed each other once more, then Spike tried to conjure a plan, "Well...What do we do now?"
Rarity pondered too and looked around. They were up high and could look out at quite a long distance. She gazed around and suddenly stopped when she seen a small movement a few miles away. She alerted Spike, "Look! There's some ponies over there. Let's go get help!"
The dragon nodded with her and mounted Rarity once again. They galloped off towards the crowd of ponies and climbed down from the plateau tall trenches using the steep paths of the Canyon, hoping to find help to liberate their trapped friends from Sparks' clutches.
-----
Bradshaw burst through Nova's door and slammed his hooves on the desk. Sparks was startled and spilled some of his coffee he was drinking, "You bloody buffoon, what's the matter?"
"Rarity and Spike got away!" He hollered, panting.
His eyes went wide and noticed the open wound on his leg. With a disgusted look, he stood up and splashed his hot beverage into the cut and Buckingham fell down in agony. Nova scolded him, "You were supposed to get rid of him! How difficult is it to get rid of a damn reptile!"
Bradshaw tried to save himself, "No sir no sir! It's not my fault. Your all powerful Trixie didn't make the damn spell strong enough. It was broken jus like that! She pushed one of the guards off the cliff and galloped away."
Nova sat back down and put his hoof on his head, now annoyed, "Get up and send a squad after them. But you stay here...I'm beginning to think your a jinx."
He stood up and limped away embarrassed, "Right away Mr. Sparks."
Another pony rushed in. It was one of Nova computer technicians, "We've picked something up on radar!"
Sparks waved his hoof down to calm him, "Don't worry it's only a puny dragon and a prissy mare. It's no big deal..."
He shook his head frantically, "No sir. This is more then two blips. It's a whole lot of them. Their coming this way!"
Sparks suddenly felt a sickening feeling in his stomach and almost gagged. He stood up once more, slowly then trotted around his desk over to a large painting of his cutie mark hung on the wall, "Really? Just out of curiosity. How much longer until the missile can be fired?"
He looked around nervously and took an estimated guess, "I say about 45 minutes. I know it's less then an hour for sure. But around that time frame."
Nova nodded slowly with a blank look on his face, "Good, good...Do me a favor and tell guards to be on full alert, and send Trixie in."
"Got it!" the pony exclaimed as he ran out the door.
Nova used his magic and shut the door, locking it. He opened the portrait away from the wall like a cupboard door and looked at a safe that was behind it. He turned the knob around and unlocked it. Pulling the handle, he opened it and a light flicked on inside of it. From the safe he retrieved documents and his silver energy blaster he taunted the Mayor and threatened Rarity with. He slammed the safe shut and sat back down in his desk. Sparks wiped some anxious sweat from his forehead and opened his desk draw. Inside were several specially manufactured cartridges. Nova picked one up and loaded it into the gun. Then he aimed it towards a wine bottle in the corner, on top of a filing cabinet. With a precise aim he fired the high-tech gun, shooting a small, yet powerful, fiery projectile at high velocity, shattering the bottle into pieces. Then he calmly leaned back in his chair and chuckled proudly, "Still got it."
He concealed the weapon inside the inner pocket of his suit and loaded his other pockets with a couple more cartridges. At last he took his secret files and put them in a saddlebag with a couple syringes filled with silverblood. He rushed over to his office window and opened it to call down to Dr. Know, "Sir! Have you prepared yourself in case Twilight and her comrades should arrive?"
Know looked up from his computer and confirmed with a small, cunning grin, "Of course Mr. Sparks...If they come anywhere near me, I'll certainly show them my..how the kids say, kicks. They'll certainly get the point."
Nova laughed briefly, "Good. Oh and have you prepared our special team?"
"They're on stand by as we speak Mr. Sparks." Know said calmly.
Sparks laughed again, this time a little longer, "Excellent. Is meteor ready?"
"Another 20 minutes then we can initiate the countdown Sir. Were nearly there." He assured boldly.
"Good job Dr. Know. Good job." Nova praised.
He shut the window and sat back down in his chair, waiting. Waiting for the first sign of commotion. He used his magic and opened the fancy cabinet mounted on the wall and pulled another bottle of wine from it, laying it on his desk next to an elegant gold chalice decorated with diamonds and sapphires. He popped the cork and filled the royal-like cup with the wine that was labelled Canterlot Cranberry 45. He laid the bottle down and toasted by himself, raising the chalice with his magic, "To project: meteor...and to you, Twilight Sparkle. To your impending death!"
----- 
Approaching the entrance of the mine, Twilight halted the team around a corner. They all crouched down trying not to make a sound. She seen that there were many guards placed around the perimeter, being lead by the audacious Bradshaw Buckingham who stood on guard as well. Twilight whispered next to Applejack and Rainbow Dash, "I guess they knew we were coming...Now on my mark, were going to rush in. But first I have something to give you girls."
"What is it Twilight?" Rainbow questioned.
She opened up her saddlebag and pulled out two cylindrical objects and showed them from behind a rock, "Now they're only proto-types so they might not work entirely. Just push here and...there!"
The beam sword extended out and Dash and AJ were astonished. Rainbow held on to it with her hooves, "Whoa...Cool! This is awesome."
Twilight tossed Applejack hers, "Much obliged Twi. This'll come in handy." She thanked.
Rainbow swung hers around a couple times then switched it off again. She put it in her saddlebag and crouched back behind the corner with Applejack and Twilight, "Whenever your ready Twilight."
Twilight Sparkle took a deep breath and counted down, alerting the team, "Alright everypony...5...4......3.........2..."
"Wait!" Somepony cried out.
Twilight and the girls turned around and to their shock, Rarity and Spike galloped towards them with an excited motivation. Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash lighted up with ecstasy and ran at them as fast as they could. The five collided and embraced each other with an incredible cascade of relieving and joyful tears. Spike and Rarity were in the center of the rush and couldn't believe it, "Oh Girls...We thought we'd never see you again!" Rarity cried happily, yet softly.
Twilight wondered, "Where did guys come from?"
They dispersed and Spike explained the story, "Well we got away after Rarity pushed one of the guards off a cliff. I was the one supposed to go off but I managed to break Rarity out of her brainwashing spell and she saved me... But Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie are still in there, we just got to save them."
Twilight, AJ, and Rainbow understood. Twilight suddenly remembered and took Rarity's slice of apple from her bag, "Here Rarity, eat this..."
She didn't take long grabbing it away, "Oh Thank goodness. I am simply famished! They never did feed us very much."
Rarity ate the apple and Twilight went on to explain, "Now this is hard to accept and even harder to explain but that apple had your element of generosity inside of it. When were ready, us four, Fluttershy, and Pinkie Pie are going to hit Nova with the elements of harmony. It's the only way to beat him and his magic. We can't fail. Are you in?"
Rarity looked back at Spike and smiled an affectionate smile at him. He too, smiled and nodded. She turned back around and hugged her girlfriends, "Oh Of course I will! For Equestria right?"
"For Equestria!" the girls whispered proudly.
They broke up again and peeked around the corner. Spike whistled slowly, "Now that's a lot of guards."
"You got that right." Added Rainbow Dash.
Twilight scrapped her hoof against the ground, "Everypony ready?"
"Ready!" the team answered.
"Ok...5...4...3, 2...1......CHARGE!"	
The team of thirty guards were frightened and looked over to see the freedom fighters racing towards them with authority. Buckingham shouted out, "Alright let's make Mr. Sparks proud! LET'S GET EM BOYS!"
The two factions closed in on each other and collided with paws and hooves flying everywhere. A riot of dogs and ponies battling with bucking, scratching, jabbing, biting and even using magic. Rarity and Spike tussled with a canine while Big Macintosh took on two at the same time and even managed to hold his ground. Twilight and the other Unicorns used their magic to fight their battles, using blast orbs and levitating various objects to throw at the enemy. Rainbow fought with one of the larger stallions, jabbing and tackling one another. Rainbow got a few good shots in but the steed's shots were powerful and made Dash somewhat dizzy when she got hit. Then there was a courageous Applejack who decided to take on Bradshaw Buckingham, "So...Were finally gonna settle this. You and me!" AJ shouted.
Buckingham swung his hoof but missed, "Yer quite agile Miss Applejack! But I'm gonna make Apple Cider outta yer remains. Yer fightin with the wrong southerner."
Applejack laughed at the pitiful pun and tried to buck him but the stallion caught her back legs and flipped her over, "Nice try!"
AJ landed on her back then Bradshaw jumped on top of her and smacked her around. Applejack managed to get some leverage and turned over, allowing her to get on top, also swinging her hooves at him. But Buckingham was quite strong and flipped her over again to get on top and this time, taking his baton and trying to choke her with it. Forcing it down across her neck. She began to cough for air and struggled to push him away, but could no longer muster the strength as Bradshaw had too much of an advantage point. Then only a few meters away fighting two dogs, Big Mac noticed her sister was in trouble and quickly disabled the two mutts by ducking a punch and making one dog smack the other, knocking him out cold. Then he bucked the conscience dog in the stomach and grabbed on to him. He backed up and used him as a battering ram against Buckingham. The brown steed glanced over but couldn't react fast enough to the incoming mutt. Then instantly as it was, Bradshaw was checked off of Applejack and had the dog land on top of him, "AH YOU DOG GONE IDGIT! Get off of me!"
Applejack sprang up and got prepared for another fight as Big Mac went to take care of another guard. Rarity and Spike used teamwork to handle one of the burly dogs. Rarity used quick agility to trip over the dog while Spike climbed up his back, digging his claws into him. He put the dog in a choke hold and held on for dear life. The troubled canine tried to back against the wall but Rainbow came to his aide to hold him away from the wall. Then Rarity trotted over to join Twilight who was battling with two ponies. They used their combined magic and forced the two guards away, slamming them against the walls of the trench. All around, the bodies of dogs and ponies were being flung left, right and center. Each team taking damage. Bradshaw realized the resiliency of the rebels and wondered if they should retreat or not. Before resolving the issue, he decided to deal with Twilight Sparkle who was distracted with another incident. He snuck up behind her and clubbed her in the head with his hoof. Twilight fell down and became groggy. Buckingham twisted his N-Tech and brought out the neuro-toxin. Twilight finally focused in and swiftly dodged the thrusting strike from Buckingham, failing to inject her. They circled around slowly, Bradshaw with his needle, Twilight with her beam sword she took from her saddlebag. He looked her very cross, "Where the buck did ya get that?"
"...A very loyal friend!" Twilight exclaimed sharply.
She used her magic and swung the sword forward. Bradshaw leaped out of the way and surged forward with his hoof in the air and loud battle cry. With one split second to react, Twilight fleetly turned the sword upward and slashed the stallion who just nearly stabbed her. Buckingham landed a couple feet away on his hooves and checked himself over to find out his N-Tech was gone. He looked around hastily and seen it in two halves on the ground, sparking. He was tapped on the shoulder and turned his head. Finding Applejack's hooves bashing into his head. He staggered around and looked up with a melting look on his face, staring next at Rainbow Dash hovering in front of him. She smiled slyly and spun around with a roundhouse kick impaling into the side of his already damaged skull. He too then spun around and fell to his knees. One more time he looked up and seen Twilight Sparkle who simply laughed and pushed him over. Buckingham toppled over and hit the ground out cold. The full team of 27 ponies and one dragon had managed to lay out all thirty guards with a few injuries along the way. A couple members of the team were too hurt to continue and agreed to stay behind while the rest went in to siege the quarry. Twilight panted and praised the team, "Great work everypony!...Now let's finish the job and clean them out!"
Applejack threw her front hooves up in the air and cried out, "Yeeeeee-haw! Let's go!"
Everypony cheered and galloped into the cavern with Applejack leading the way, followed by Twilight, Rainbow Dash, Big Macintosh, Rarity and Spike riding right behind them. Not only that, but another 20 faithful ponies who were ready to put their hooves down and lives on the line to finish off Nova's evil ways for good and restore Equestria's harmony. The last push, last struggle...and last chance.
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 22 Nopony Ever Died From Wanting Too Much
The rebels pursued their way into the tunnels of Nova's manarite quarry and tackled every guard they came in contact with. They kicked them down then stomped them out. Although some enemies were trickier than others and Rainbow had gotten into a fight with a mutt against the venomous spike. Using quick thinking and fast reflexes, she gotta grip of the dog's paws and forced the needle on himself. Which killed him in twelve seconds. Dash felt no regrets. She was satisfied with the art of revenge and continued along the way like everypony else. Two Earth ponies attempted to run ahead of the pack without thinking of the dangerous consequences and were intercepted by two Pegesi. One pony was shot in the heart with an N-Tech laser while the other was skewered in the leg with the neuro-toxin. Twilight cried out in terrifying denial, "NO!"
Her, Applejack and Rainbow galloped ahead to tend to the situation. Twilight went to their aide as Dash and AJ dealt with the two guards. Twilght tried to resuscitate the blue Earth pony shot in the heart but had no response. She tried several times more until she accepted his doomed fate and shed one little tear then closed his cold, lifeless eyes. Everypony crowded around the casualties and had a moment of silence then progressed through tunnel further more soon after. Noticing the opening on the other side of the cave, everypony shouted a battle cry and surged into the massive production room of the manarite with Nova's men all around. Being shot at, Twilight, Applejack and Rainbow used their mirrors to deflect the lasers and powerful magic. 
A couple dogs were wielded with pick-axes and swung at Big Macintosh who caught one axe and bucked it out of the dog's clutches. Then using it to block another attack from the second canine. Mac hooked his pick-axe in with the other and hauled it away from the dog then smashing his pick-axe into the dogs paw. The mutt cried and whimpered pathetically on the ground. Big Mac turned around and seen the other dog charging at him. Then he braced himself as the guard checked into him. They fought hoof to paw. Each grappling and trying to pin down the other. The dog was getting the better advantage until Macintosh headbutt him and leaned back on top of the struggle. He forced the dog to bend over backwards then fall to ground. He jumped on top of him and knocked him clean out with one clear jab to the head. He sprang up swiftly to dodge a buck from another pony. Big Mac noticed he was also armed with a knife and was trying to shank him. The pony swung got lucky as he cut Macintosh's leg while he tried to evade the slash. The gash only infuriated Mac as he rushed forward and quickly knocked the knife from his hooves with a powerful swipe, then grabbed onto stallion and shoved him into the downward funnel of a rock crusher. The stallion struggled to get up but the angle was too steep and he slipped into a merciless death. His anguish cries didn't affect Big Mac as it for the sake of revenge. He looked around and chuckled, "Eeyup!"
Spike had the boldness to take on three ponies at once. Using his size and agility to the advantage, He side stepped the bucks and mounted one of the ponies. The guard tried to bronco buck him off but instead felt his backside being scratched and slashed. The steed collapsed from exhaustion and pain, then Spike was face to face with the two other ponies. They proceeded to seize him but Spike smiled a clever smile. Surprising them, he jumped on then sprang off the wall with a spin and incoming roundhouse kick that nailed one of the guards and used his hands to claw the other while still in mid-air. He landed like a cat then grabbed both of their heads and bashed them together, compromising the two guards. Spike sighed of relief and looked around at the damage he did then laughed hysterically. 
Across the room was his lover, Rarity who went hoof and hoof with a quarry worker. She was disgusted by the mud covered pony, "Uh! Don't you DARE touch me with those filthy, FILTHY hooves!"
The dirty stallion scoffed with a deep laugh and swung his hoof at Rarity. She stepped back and evaded the strike then checked herself for stains, "This coat is quite dirty enough, thank you very much."
Then without care, he retrieved a dirty rag from his pocket and threw it at Rarity, leaving a smudge on her already tainted coat. She petrified in shock while the worker laughed at her. Rarity felt the boiling, pent up, anger ready to explode, "Oh! It...is...on..."
The white mare leaped and clipped the laughing stallion in the jaw, literally smacking the smile off his face. He retaliated with a kick but missed as Rarity caught his leg and tripped him up. The angered steed grabbed on to a nearby lead pipe without Rarity knowing and concealed it until she came near. Sure enough Rarity approached him with wide and psychotic eyes, giving him the keen opportunity and clubbed Rarity in the leg. She fell screaming in pain, her eyes beginning to water. The stallion picked himself up and began to slowly raise the pipe, intending to smash it over her skull. Rarity was backed into a corner and had to think of a quick fix out of the situation. Then she remembered she was able to use her magic again and grinned. The pony with a demented smirk slammed the pipe down without any expectation and Rarity used her magic to redirect the shot straight down on the stallions hoof. He buckled and dropped the weapon then clenched the painfully throbbing hoof. Rarity laughed gallantly. She took the lead pipe and swung it at the vulnerable steed. His head cocked to the side and he dropped lifeless. Rarity clopped her hooves to wipe off the dirt, "Now that's how a lady deals with her problems..."
Meanwhile Rainbow Dash and the other Pegesi flew over head, dismantling the quarry's machinery, smashing crates, tearing up conveyer belts, pulling out pipes and cables that malfunctioned Sparks' work. Rainbow went to fiddle with a machine's control panel on the upper deck until she was met with the smug look of Bradshaw who had returned with a black eye and scratched up face, "I'm gonna squish you like the dirty lil fly you are!" he exclaimed angrily.
Rainbow laughed and got into her fighting stance, "Well? Bring it on!"
Buckingham jumped her and tried to haul her to the ground. She dodged the assault and back hooved Bradshaw in the face. He ignored it and got up with a swift kick, colliding with Dash's leg. She buckled but managed to catch herself and smacked the southerner in the gut then uppercut him. Bradshaw again shook the pain away and tried to break her leg, but failed as he was batted in the face by the flap of her wing and backed off staggering away. Rainbow jumped on his back and tried to choke him out but Bradshaw quickly pressed against the cave walls and squatted her off. She attempted to fly away but Bradshaw was too quick and hauled her down then pinned her to the ground, mounting on top of her, "I'm afraid this flight has been cancelled." He grinned.
Buckingham headbutt her then began clubbing her with his hooves. She shielded her face but it only bought her short time until he fixed his position and pinned her front hooves down as well, making struggling extremely difficult. She strained to get up but the stallion was too heavy and she couldn't budge. Buckingham went to headbutt again but Rainbow quickly thought and came up with an all or nothing plan. When Bradshaw came down with the headbutt, Dash leaned her head up and kissed him, leaving the love sick stallion shocked and frozen. Bradshaw straightened up and lost his focus for a second, enough time for Rainbow to slip through his legs and pushed his skull into the wall. Buckingham groaned and got up to find out his nose was bleeding. He turned around and seen nothing except a blue hoof whip across his face and he collapsed again, into a crate of powdered manarite. Dash took the opportunity and began looking at the control panel. She looked for something clever to pull. Then noticed a dial on one of the far sides that read Main Power Level. The gauge above showed a needle inside a green zone, leading to a yellow zone, then red. She supposed if the needle got into the red zone, it would malfunction the machine permanently. She cranked the dial to the maximum level and went to finish up Bradshaw Buckingham.
In the meantime, Applejack and some of the other rebels stormed the laboratories and trashed the machines, but more importantly, broke the crates upon crates of silverblood sirum. While amidst the chaos, AJ was being attacked by three scientists. One of them managed to slice her leg with a broken beaker which weakened her bucking power. Although she never lost hope as she still bucked a trolley of used needles towards them. One of the three escaped as the other two were skewered multiple times. The remaining steed rushed on with the N-Tech spike exposed. He jabbed forward and Applejack side stepped. He took another swing and she ducked. He tried to stab downwards at her legs but again Applejack sprang out of the way. Finally the scientist became infuriated with her agility and took a nightstick from a fallen guard. AJ tried to jump out of the way from that but didn't leap far enough as she clubbed in the gut, knocking the wind out of her. She slammed against the wall then smacked the ground. The scientist smirked confidently and dropped the baton, leaning over her motionless body with the deadly stinger looming towards her neck. He winded up his hoof and propelled it down to kill her but all of a sudden, Applejack flung upward and drove her hoof into his chest...with HER N-Tech that she got from Aspen back in Canterlot. The chemist(specified on his name tag), slowly lowered to the ground clutching his heart. Finally the twelve seconds were up and he perished quietly. Applejack padded him on the cheek and moved on to destroy the rest of Nova's sirum manufacturing machinery.
Among all this pandemonium, Twilight Sparkle was with the other Unicorns, fighting with Nova's Unicorns. Blasting magic back and forth; Fireballs, thunderballs, ice rays, and anything else that the Unicorns could conjure up. Although the rebels were finding it hard to fight as Sparks' stallions were revved up with silverblood and had more capabilities. But with her mirror, Twilight was still able to deflect the attacks then get through the massive war room and make it to the secret door unscathed. She galloped up to the door then it suddenly blasted open, knocking her back and creating a dusty cloud of smoke. She coughed and hacked then opened her eyes to stared up at a familiar pony with the emotions of betrayal expressed in her face. A once welcoming face that made her feel confident, now the face of a corrupt maniac, drunk with power. Dr. Know looked down at her with his lazy eyes and calm smile, wearing a white, thick long-sleeve buttoned shirt that was done up all the way to emphasize the contrast of his shining black, cybernetic hooves. He tisked at her, "Twilight Sparkle...I am disappointed in you my child. A student as smart as you are should realize the importance of this research. Don't you understand that we could revolutionize the way us Unicorns handle magic? We'll once again become the supreme rulers of Equestria. The Earth ponies have nothing and the Pegesi only have wings. We'll have the unlimited magical enhancements that this missile is going to help with. Open your eyes and join Mr. Sparks with his project. He'd be glad to have your assistance..."
Twilight stood up and snapped back fiercely at the traitor, "How could you Professor? You turned your back on everypony. I could never join Nova. You must open YOUR eyes and see that he isn't doing this for Unicorns. He's doing this for himself and nothing more. Everyponies life is in danger. You have to stop this or else the Equestria we know will be gone forever."
Know smiled even harder and shook his head, "Now haven't I taught you that you should never talk down to your teachers? It's too late. The missile is now fully programmed and Mr. Sparks is ready to launch it when ready. But before I tell him that, I wanted to see if you were still the same obedient school filly you were years ago...I was wrong. But I'm giving you one chance to change your mind, or else I will be forced to remove you from Mr. Sparks' conscience because you have been giving him many migraines these past nights."
"Nova Sparks took our beloved Princess Celestia away. My teacher! You should be ashamed of yourself for joining forces with him." Twilight frowned.
His smile faded and turned to seriousness, "Nova has paved the way for science to be expanded. Celestia did nothing. She held us back and deserved to be slaughtered...You know with these new hooves I've been able to overcome my problems and crush my enemies who have stood in my way," 
He took a nearby chunk of manarite and crushed it between his titanium hooves. He glared at her with a cold expression, "And I hate to say it but, you have become a dangerous insect that must be squashed quickly...Farewell Twilight Sparkle. Don't worry, your death will be a quick...twelve...seconds..."
Dr. Know clicked his front hooves together and a metal prong extended out from the front of each hoof, even his back legs. Twilight knew they were poison tipped and began to back away. Know's smile appeared again as he slowly trotted toward his former pupil, now an enemy. He chuckled, "Clever isn't it? I had them installed when they planted the new hooves on. Now let's see how well I kick."
The evil Doctor jolted his left hoof forward and Twilight backed further away from the kick. He tried again but Twilight managed to jump back again. Dr. Know laughed momentarily and unbuttoned his top button, "I can see this is going to be no easy task."
He lunged ahead to make Twilight step back once more but he tricked her into stumbling over a bucket of powdered manarite. As she toppled over and fell on the ground, Know took the opportunity and kicked her but Twilight managed to roll out of the way just in time. She then sprang up and tackled her former Professor into the wall and grappled with him, trying to dodge his flailing legs at the same time. They turned around numerous times, taking turns pinning each other against the wall. Know broke the hold free and clubbed Twilight in the head with his dense hoof, dazing her momentarily. He kicked again but Twilight was focused enough to side step the attack. With a more frustrated determination, Know swung his hoof in the air again but missed Twilight as he accidentally smashed his metal hoof into a hydrogen gas pipe running along the wall, and punctured it with his spike. He ignored it and swung again, this time connecting the shot and giving Twilight another hard smack to the head. She had to think of something. Know was fast, and tricky to fight. She looked around the short hallway and found nothing unless they went back out into the open. But looking out, Twilight seen something that caught her eye. With quick thinking she had an idea. While Know kept swinging and kicking at her, Twilight lead them next toan exposed circuit breaker somepony had tampered with. She put her head in the way of the breaker and halted until Dr. Know jumped up and came down with a powerful jab from his heavy metal hooves, not knowing what was behind her. With a slight smile, Twilight leaped out the way and seen him smash his hoof through the electrical panel, electricuting himself with volts upon volts of power flowing through his veins. He hollered in agony and begged for the pain to stop. Twilight chuckled and gave her Professor a devious glance, "How shocking..."
Twilight charged her horn and shot Dr. Know with an energy orb, knocking him away from the circuit board but leaving him in a state of shock, quite literally. She grabbed ahold of him and pushed him into the wall, demanding answers, "Now tell me how to disable the missile!"
Meanwhile in the upper deck of the large room, Nova appeared from a door leading to a balcony with a pack of dogs. He shifted his eyes over at a sight that pleased him and ordered his dogs, "Over there...Down the stairs. Get her!"
Rainbow was still tussling with Buckingham until she was mauled and ceased by two dogs who beat her down with nightsticks. One mutt ordered her, "On your hooves! Mr. Sparks wants to speak with you."
Nova trotted up from behind them and padded his guard dog on the back, "Well she's more for a ransom, then to talk to." He grinned.
Sparks, Buckingham, and the dogs took Rainbow back up the flight of stairs and stood up on the balcony. Nova took his silver gun from his jacket and stuck it to Rainbow's heart then screamed down at the anarchy, "ALRIGHT THAT IS QUITE ENOUGH! ALL OF YOU!"
Nopony heard him as the ruckus continued. Nova was impatient and back hooved one his dogs to do something. The canine whistled as loudly as he could and drew the attention of some ponies. Nova could get the rest, "ENOUGH!"
The room was suddenly silent, and everypony stared up at Nova Sparks who wore a cunning smile and held Rainbow hostage. Dash tried to struggle, "Let, me...go!"
Sparks restrained her, "Shut up! Or I'll have to break your heart."
Applejack called up from the lower level floor concerned and threatened, "Ya'll better not hurt her! Nova we gotta a bone to pick with you! Shut down yer lil operation down right this minute!"
Nova taunted her, "Ooooh I'm SO scared Ms. Applejack...My dear, your being quite illogical about the situation. Look at me...I have an armada of dogs and ponies, I have a damn missile set to launch any second...and of course, I have your friend Rainbow Dash here with me. Which reminds me...I do believe it's time to say farewell to our little flying friend."
AJ warned him further but Nova put the gun up to Dash's chin and was about to pull the trigger when a voice broke the suspense, "Hold it right there Nova!"
Twilight trotted out into the center of the room with the beam sword against Dr. Know's neck. Know was still jittering from the shock, "If you do anything to Rainbow Dash, Dr. Know gets it."
Nova smiled deviously, "Ah Twilight Sparkle, splendid...Now it's officially one big family reunion. Although quite pathetic."
"Cut the small talk Nova! We got you right where we want you now. You can't possibly fire the missile without Dr. Know." She grinned.
Sparks sneered, "Really? Well I always plan ahead and DO have a plan B. Even if the missile doesn't go off, I have plenty of explosives aboard my ship this very instant. Even though I was saving them to begin another quarry, I suppose I'll just have to find some more and drop these ones on Lochrest if meteor is shut down...Which is not going to happen. Magical enhancements are my dreams Twilight Sparkle, and you can't kill my dreams...(He looks at Rainbow and fixes the gun) But my dreams can kill you. Time to face destiny!" he praised.
Applejack spoke out, "Yer nothin but a greedy, selfish, and dog gone coward hiding behind those mutts of yers. Why don't ya come on down and settle this yerself?"
He laughed at her hysterically, "Are you mad woman? If I go down there I'll be shred to pieces by your associates. Funny isn't it? I guess this is how Celestia felt when I took over. Me and my army were rebels then. But now were in control and you are the rebels. Except this time the rebellion shall fail and crumble beneath my hooves. Plus, greedy? Selfish? Nopony ever died from wanting too much my dear. It's only the idiots who have failed to overcome the odds without the proper material that are the ones who die...I have the manarite, I have the missile, and soon I will have a magical singularity! It's just a matter of time."
Twilight shook her head frantically and restrained Know even harder, "Well your time has already run out so give up! We got the tools to stop you!"
"Yeah surrender Nova while you still gotta chance!" Rainbow warned.
Sparks put pressure on her neck, "Open your damn trap again my dear and I'll shut it myself!"
He glanced around the room and found Spike standing by Rarity, "Ah there you two are! The runaways. You two were quite lucky to escape my clutches but now I am afraid your too late...Dr. Know!"
Know looked up but struggled because Twilight still held him with tight restraint, "Y-y-yes? Mr. Sparks?"
"Is meteor ready to be launched?" He asked.
Dr. Know laughed briefly, "I handed you the activator before I got myself into this mess sir. Press the button and the mountains will disappear..."
Nova smiled malevolently while the light reflected eerily in his glasses, "...Then I'm afraid you've outlived your contract..."
He raised his silver blaster and shot Know in the heart. He fell from Twilight's grip and hit the ground dead with a confused look in his eyes. Twilight froze for a second and quickly hid behind a crate. Sparks put the gun back to Dash's head and used his magic to retrieve a black metal box with a white button and short antenna. He levitated the box front of him and concluded his speech, "I guess I can call myself a, meteorologist!"
He laughed maniacally as he pressed the button, followed by a familiar, blarring sound of trumpets. Twilight look around then stared back at Nova with wide eyes, trying to talk over the loud sirens, "So YOUR the one who set those horns off last night!"
Sparks laughed and put the box back inside his coat, "Oh You heard them? Correct! Last night was just a test. This one though, is real! I'm just letting my men all around Equestria know that project: meteor is officially under way!"
Something then caught Nova's eye. He glanced down at the control panel of the refinery machine. Everypony seen sparks gushing from the circuit board and Rainbow laughed, "Looks like your in for it now!"
Sparks looked at her with confusion, "What are you talking about?"
"Uh Oh..." Bradshaw cut in.
"What do you bloody mean uh oh?" Nova asked hastily.
No sooner as the words were out his mouth, combined with the leak of hydrogen gas thanks to Dr. Know, the control main frame exploded, sending debris and fireballs everywhere. Everypony ducked and galloped for cover. Sparks, Buckingham, and the dogs themselves were launched back against the wall, giving Rainbow the opportunity to escape. She flew down to the lower level to meet up Twilight and Applejack. Nova got up from the blast and looked at the raging inferno which was spreading. He kicked his dogs and yelled down at the rest of his army in the room, "MAN THOSE FIRES OUT!"
He shoved a couple canines back through the door, "Get down there and protect the missile!"
Then he picked up Bradshaw Buckingham and handed him his N-Tech, "Oh and Mr. Buckingham..." He laughed sarcastically.
"Would you pllleeease? KILL those bastards!"
Finally Nova retreated back through the door and escaped into the missile chamber. Twilight, Applejack, and Dash met up with Rarity, Spike, Big Macintosh and the remaining team of 17 other ponies behind them, ready to intercept further in. The three team leaders huddled together, "Ok now what?" Asked Rainbow Dash.
"Good job with the explosion Rainbow...Nice distraction." Twilight complemented with a wink.
"All that's left to do now is storm the next room and stop the missile before it sets off! and we still have to find Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie so don't stop for nothing. Stop the missile, find the girls, finish Nova, got it?"
They put their hooves in and nodded, "Got it!"
The girls dispersed and Applejack lead the pack again with much pride, "ALRIGHT EVERYPONY! MOVE ON!"
The faction cheered and wailed louder battle cries as they moved on, galloping towards the next room and most important part of the siege, destroying meteor and confronting Nova. Their mission was only half way completed and not nearly as difficult as it was about to get. Now with a blazing fire raising tensions, they were pressured for time before more of the leaking hydrogen gas would reignite the flames and cause the cave to burn out and trap any ponies on the other side of the flames. It was do or die time.
[...To be continued]  
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Applejack leading the team stormed into the missile chamber and never hesitated to gasp in shock, gazing at the gigantic missile which was emitting smoke and other fumes from the bottom, it was going to launch soon. An automated voice spoke over the intercom, "Project: meteor initiation to launch in 15 minutes and counting..."
Applejack stepped forward, "Cmon everypony! Half of ya'll go with Twilight, half of ya'll come with me and RD. Let's get to it!"
The team dispersed into the two groups and galloped on. Rainbow Dash and Applejack's half dealt with the rest of Nova's army while Twilight and her team tried to make their way to deactivate the rocket. There were dogs surrounding the missile, protecting it from Twilight's hooves. If she could get to the controls, she knew how she could stop it but it would require a great effort. They were now out numbered and the odds were stacked against them. But with a determined effort, she lead her team to take on the pack of dogs. Everypony brawled and fought around, grappling with the mutts. 
Meanwhile, Applejack and Rainbow Dash strayed away from their half of the team and found the stairwell down to the dungeon. They nodded to each other and started descending slowly, being cautious of any traps and tricks Nova might have in store for them. They got down to the door and peered through the window. With delight, they see the figures of a yellow Pegasus and a pink pony then burst through the door, "Pinkie Pie! Fluttershy! We finally found you!" shouted Rainbow Dash joyfully.
There was no response. The two mares were facing the wall, standing inside their cells. AJ and Rainbow felt uneasy but proceeded further to confront them, "Uh Girls? Are ya'll ok? It's us. Applejack and Rainbow Dash..."
Again no reaction as the nervous ponies approached the cells, then the lights suddenly brightened and Dash and Applejack turned to the door. They glared at the figure standing next to the door. Nova Sparks laughed, "Ah Looks like you've finally found your friends. Wonderful, the girls have been dying to meet with you two once again."
Applejack snapped at the villain, "Nova! Get our friends out right this minute! Er else were gonna have to get really ugly..."
Sparks huffed at them as his glasses reflected in the light like before, "As if things aren't ugly enough as they are, plus the cells are already unlocked. Now if you'll excuse me, I have a date with destiny. I think in another...10 minutes? Meteor will be flying through the sky...Have fun ladies..."
He shut the door behind them and went back up the stairs. Applejack ran and tried to catch the evil pony but when she tried to open the door, it wouldn't open. She pulled and pushed and it wouldn't budge. She threw down her hat in anger, "That coward locked the door on us!"
Dash shook her head, "Well let's hurry up and find a way to open it quick. Were wasting time! Come on girls...Fluttershy? Pinkie?...Girls?"
The catatonic ponies turned around and stared into their eyes, smiling demonically. Rainbow backed away uneasily, "Uh Applejack? I think there's something wrong..."
Applejack looked at their eyes, then stepped forward ready to fight. Dash was puzzled, "Applejack what are you doing? We can't fight them!"
"Sure we can! Rainbow, that's not Fluttershy or Pinkie Pie, on the outside that is...I've seen that look in a ponies eye before. Their brainwashed." Applejack explained.
"How do you know?" She asked, holding Applejack back.
AJ pushed her aside, "It's the same look that Big Macintosh had in his eyes when he was brainwashed. Our girls are in there somewhere. We got to find em..."
"We still can't hurt them! It's still Pinkie and Fluttershy!" Dash exclaimed angrily.
"I'm not gonna hurt em. But their gonna try and hurt us. I'm just protectin myself. You should do the same." AJ said approaching the cell door cautiously.
She opened it and stood in the doorway. Talking calmly to Fluttershy, "You ok hun? It's me, Applejack. Ya'll are gonna be ok now...Fluttersh..."
Fluttershy spontaneously surged ahead and jumped Applejack, strangling her. Rainbow galloped quickly to help her but then restrained by Pinkie Pie, choking her from behind. AJ rolled over swiftly and tried to pin her friend down, "Now calm down Fluttershy. This ain't you! Snap out of it!"
Meanwhile Rainbow was struggling to break Pinkie's grip but she had too good of an advantage. Then Dash backed up against the wall multiple times, eventually weakening her. She broke free and turned around, trying to wrestle Pinkie Pie to the ground. Applejack had a good position until Fluttershy leaned to the side and bit AJ's hoof. Forcing her to let go, "Ow! Fluttershy listen to me!"
She was ignored as Fluttershy took a hold of her and flew upward conking Applejack head against the rock ceiling. She shook her head and tried push away from Fluttershy, "Put me down this instant Missy!"
Fluttershy held her close, "With pleasure..."
Then the hypnotized Pegasus let go and Applejack fell to the ground, inflicting pain to her already damaged leg. Rainbow realized what happened and shoved Pinkie back in the cell and slammed the door. She trotted over to AJ and tended to her, "You alright Applejack?"
Applejack cradled back and forth then looked up from her leg with concern and then pointed behind her, "Look out RD!"
Pinkie Pie came up from behind again and tried to smack her with a leftover nightstick. Rainbow dodged multiple strikes, then remembered dumbfoundedly that she could fly. But as soon as she was airborne, Dash was checked in mid-air by Fluttershy. They landed on the ground with Fluttershy on top, trying to hit her. But Rainbow's hooves were free and she blocked the attacks. Fluttershy then reached for her wing and tried to break it. Rainbow let her get close then flapped her wing in Fluttershy's face, knocking her back and off of Rainbow Dash. Applejack struggled to get up then was met with Pinkie Pie who loomed over her with the nightstick. AJ's voice shook as she tried to reason with her, "Pinkie Pie for the love of Celestia you gotta snap outta this. Just put the stick down and talk to me."
The pink pony continued to trot towards her with the baton. She looked like a psychopath with her flat mane and crazed eyes staring at the downed Earth pony. She raised the baton. Applejack had no choice and kicked her with her good leg and Pinkie tripped up. Applejack looked around and noticed a length of chain in the corner of the room. She crawled over but Pinkie slowed her down and held on to her leg. AJ was determined and ignored the extra weight, dragging Pinkie Pie along. She reached for the chain but her intentions were foiled as Fluttershy kicked it away and stood above Applejack. The Not-so-timid one lifted her up and shoved her away even further from the chain. Applejack looked over and seen Rainbow dazed on the floor, "Ya alright Rainbow?"
Dash clicked back into focus, "Fluttershy is strong for the kinda pony she is..."
"My question is where they learned to fight like that?" AJ wondered, scooting away.
She pointed over at the chains, "Rainbow, get me those chains over there. Were gonna have to tie em up."
Dash nodded and flew for the chains. Pinkie Pie tried to bat her out of the air but she was too fast and dodged the swing. She flew by the chains and scooped them up. With great speed, Rainbow Dash took the length of chain and flew around Fluttershy. Wrapping her in a tight coil. She tried to struggle out of it but Dash put her in too much of a bind. Rainbow landed on the ground laughing, "That oughta hold you...Now where is..."
Pinkie clubbed Dash in the back of the head and lurked towards Applejack, still wielding the nightstick. AJ continued to back away but stopped as she felt the cold steel bars of the cell on her back. She picked herself up, limping on her bad leg. Pinkie Pie and Applejack circled around each other, waiting for the other to strike first. Rainbow was incapacitated and couldn't help. Although Fluttershy was no longer a dangerous factor as long as the chains were wrapped around her. Now it was one on one but with the slight handicap of Applejack's sprained leg. She knew reasoning was useless and had to do something. If she leaped forward she'd be clubbed and Pinkie could still use AJ's bad leg as an advantage. She looked around the room and couldn't find anything that could help, unless she could use the cell for anything. She thought about it while they still went around each other, then decided. Despite her bad leg, she waited until Pinkie was in front of the opened cell then charged her. Ignoring the tremendous pain, Applejack managed to tackle Pinkie Pie who attempted to swing at her. She swung and swung but Applejack had her head under Pinkie's front leg and shoved her into the cell then slammed the door shut, leaning up against it. Pinkie sprang up and pressed against the door, trying to escape. She took the nightstick and shoved it through the openings in the cell and tried to jab Applejack. But AJ stepped away from her attacks and still kept the door shut. Applejack called over to Rainbow Dash, "Rainbow? Rainbow! Get up! I need yer help. We got em trapped!"
The blue Pegasus stirred, "W-w-what happened? What's going on?"
AJ was starting to lose her stance as Pinkie pushed harder, "GET YER FLANK UP HERE AND HELP ME!"
Dash was startled and jumped up to assist Applejack, "Keep this here gate shut. I'm goin to get Twilight. Maybe she can help us break this here brainwashin magic..."
Rainbow took control and Applejack limped to the door. She turned the handle and that's when she remembered that Nova locked it on them, "Uh oh..."
"What is it AJ?" Rainbow asked, struggling to keep the frantic Pinkie caged.
"I fergot Nova went and locked the door." She answered worriedly.
She looked over the door, trying to find something to help her. Rainbow Dash spoke up, "Why don't you just buck it down? Your strong enough to smash it down aren't you?"
She shook her head and extended out her sore leg, "I can't. Fer one thing this is a solid steel door and second my darn leg's given out on me. I think I might of sprained it...But I could break the window and call fer help?"
Rainbow nodded in agreement, "Yeah that should work."
"Jus need somethin to smash it with..." She said looking around the room.
Rainbow wondered too then look at Pinkie Pie who was still trying to push her way out of the cell. Dash smiled and quickly yanked the nightstick from her and tossed it over to Applejack, "This should work."
AJ caught it and laughed briefly, "Yeah thanks..."
She trotted back to the door and took one big swing at the window, shattering it to pieces. Applejack broke out whatever remained from the window and brushed the glass away, then stuck her head through and called to the upstairs, "Hey ya'll! Somepony get down here and help us! Were trapped and need somepony to open this here door fer us? Were locked in!"
-----
Meanwhile, Twilight and her team were still battling with the armada of canines Nova had put to protect the missile which was set to launch in a matter of minutes. Twilight used her E-Sword to combat with her foes. But the dogs were ruthless and swiped at her every chance they got...
"Project: meteor initiation to launch in 5 minutes and counting..." Informed the robotic intercom.
Twilight Sparkle overheard the message and fought harder with time not on her side. With help from the others and her advantage to her beam sword, they managed to deplete half of the remaining dogs but still had more to deal with as her team's numbers were falling as well. Few died from neuro-toxins, few died from injury. Others died while fighting their opponent. Slaying each other at the same time. With only a hoof full of ponies left to take on the still thirty strong Novan squad of elites, they had to fight harder. Twilight and her remaining comrades continued to fight with the savage mutts. She herself, took on the biggest dog of the group. A black coated canine with a deep voice and the possible leader of the pack, "You will not pass. You will fail..." He said boldly.
Twilight panted from all the action and tried to reason with him, "You don't realize what Nova has in plan for the dogs do you?"
He began to circle Twilight like a piece of raw meat, "Just what are you talking about?"
"He plans to get rid of all his dogs after he is finished his research. He won't be needing you and plans to kill you all! You have to listen to me!" she exclaimed passionately.
The massive mutt shook his head, "You can't lie to me. Nova would never do something like that. Look at what he's accomplished. Do you think he would've gotten this far without our help?"
Twilight nodded, "Exactly! He's only using all of you. Not only you, but his Earth and Pegesi as well!"
He scoffed, "Your pathetic you know that? To say that about a great leader who was falsely exiled. Just like the rest of us who joined him."
"He mentally scarred another Unicorn and disobeyed Princess Celestia after she told him not to perform those surguries!" she argued.
The dog looked puzzled, "...What surguries? Another Unicorn what? What are you talking about? Stop lying!"
He swiped at her and knocked her off balance. She staggered and continued to dig deeper into the conversation, "He never told you this? That's why he was banished. What did he tell you otherwise?"
He proudly defended his leader, "Nova was wrongly exiled. A victim of Celestia's corrupt power for simply correcting something she said. We all agreed she had to be stop and that Nova would lead us there. A new genesis of leadership."
Twilight struck back and swung the beam sword, grazing the canines jumpsuit, "The Princess would NEVER do such a thing. She ruled with honour and respectability. She gave as much respect as she received. Nova's real story was because he was messing with genetics and caused a poor Unicorn to lose his mind. The Unicorn's family was devestated and demanded Sparks be exiled. He tried to mess with the art of magic and wound up in the trouble he caused himself!"
He denied the truth again and clawed Twilight's side. She stumbled back and rushed forward with a swing of the sword, slashing the dogs leg and causing him to buckle. He knelt down, tending to his leg then while Twilight wasn't looking. He twisted his N-Tech and unveiled the deadly needle. Not noticing, Twilight began to trot forward and held the sword with her horn. Ready to strike down the injured dog, "Face it...Nova Sparks is nothing but a mad scientist who wants to throw the world into chaos and he's going to start with Equestria and Nydeabaen!"
With blinding speed, the dog lifted himself and went to drive the toxic substance into her neck. But Twilight was saved as he was drawn back and thrown into the pool of water beneath the missile stage by Big Macintosh, "Every dog has his day..."
Twilight skipped a heart beat and hugged him, sighing with relief, "Oh Big Macintosh...Thank you so much..."
"Eeyup!" he smiled.
Twilight moved aside and finally stepped up to the controls of meteor. While she tried to hack the controls, Big Mac, Spike, and Rarity defended her. The remainder of the team dealt with the rest of Nova's army. His numbers were depleting fast while the rebels determination climbed higher. One by one the forces began to collapse and the numbers on each side were evening. 
Meanwhile, in his office sitting by the window, Nova stared down at Twilight who was beginning to fiddle with the controls. He looked at his clock and crossed his hooves seeing there was a mere 2 minutes until the launch. He began to feel the adrenaline rush through his veins. With dogs crowding around, Spike, Macintosh and Rarity stood their ground. Hooves, paws, and claws were flying everywhere. Big Mac used his tremendous strength to throw and shoved the dogs away. Spike had his claws to slash and skewer the canines legs and faces when he had the chance. Then Rarity used her magic to take a dog's nightsticks and held them off with the club. The three tried to hold off as long as they could until Twilight could deactivate the missile. She clicked through the computer programming and tried to crack the system. When that didn't work, she started switching various levers and turning all sorts of knobs, but that failed as well. She eyed at the countdown on a monitor screen and began to sweat with only a minute remaining. Spike called over anxiously, "Twi were running out of time!"
"I know! Just gimme a minute!" she exclaimed with her hoof to her head.
"A minute is all we got!" Rarity hollered.
Twilight finally knew that the only way to stop meteor was to manually deactivate it from the rocket itself. She leaped on the control board and on to the shaft. She looked around it for a panel, feeling around all the sides. Luckily she found it on top and quickly used her horn to unscrew the attached plate. Twilight tore it open and quickly hauled out the schematics from her saddlebag. She scanned through the blueprints and sought for a solution. At last she seen where the connection to the programming was wired and tossed the paper away and dug down into the shaft in search for a blue wire. She pushed away the surrounding wires and found nothing but red ones, green ones, yellow ones, and black ones. None that were blue. Twilight shoved her leg down as far as she could and scooped up a mess of wires. She hung on and searched with her free hoof. Wire after wire she seen nothing with a blue hue. She was going frantic and scooped up another batch of wires. The sweat was pouring from her forehead, she was running out of time. The pressured Twilight was down to the last few wires until...she finally found it. She proceeded to bite down on the blue wire when all of a sudden, the cavern began to shake and Twilight was slipping off the missile. She dropped the blue wire back on top the others and tried to scrap her way back to the panel...Meteor was a go. Twilight made one last effort to reach the wires but fell off the launching missile as it ascended. Twilight landed on the controls and tried to halt it, "NO! Oh My gosh NO!"
Spike and the others looked up. He ran to Twilight, looking terrified, "What are going to do now?!"
Twilight trotted back and forth on the platform and pondered. She looked up with a possible idea and galloped off. Spike called out, "Twilight, where are you going?"
She looked back and continued running, "I'm going to find Rainbow Dash. Somepony has got to stop it and she's the only one who can..."
Twilight galloped all over the room and seen no sign of the girls. She trotted upstairs and still couldn't find them. Then she looked down at the lower level and seen one of her allies down but alive leaning against the wall, holding his side. She ran frantically down the stairs and galloped towards the injured pony. He looked up at her with a weak expression. She crouched down next to him, "Are you ok?"
He nodded slowly, "Yeah I'll be fine, just a flesh wound..."
The Earth pony moved his hoof away from his side and exposed a knife slash and his ribs were tender. She forced him to put pressure back on his gash, "You wait here and I'll get somepony to get you out of here...Have you seen Rainbow Dash anywhere?"
He moved his head aside and pointed to a stairwell that lead down to the jail cells, "I'm pretty sure I seen her and Applejack go down there...Please hurry..."
Twilight shook his hoof smiling, "I will, I promise."
She looked up and seen another one of her remaining allies running around, "Hey you! Come here!"
The other pony came trotting along and Twilight pointed to the injured friend, "Get him out of here. Take him outside."
She then galloped off and lurked down the stairs, then heard the sound of a familiar voice, "Will somepony get us outta here? Were gettin mighty impatient!"
"Applejack!" she exclaimed happily.
Twilight approached the bottom of the stairs and looked at AJ who had her face stuck in the window, "Twilight! Thank Celestia...Get us outta here."
"Hang on..." She said, unlocking the door.
Twilight stepped inside and found Applejack holding her leg, Fluttershy wrapped in chains, and Rainbow holding a hostile Pinkie Pie in the cell, "What's going on here?" She asked puzzled.
Applejack explained, "We found Pinkie and Fluttershy and tried to save em. But then we found out Nova had the girls brainwashed. We were tryin to hold them still till you got here. We thought you could do somethin..."
"Yes I'll see what I can do but girls we got a problem!" she exclaimed pointing upstairs.
"What's goin on sugarcube?" AJ asked worriedly.
She clenched on to Applejack's shoulders screaming, "The missile was set off and somepony has to fly up there and stop it!"
They both turned their heads and looked at Rainbow. She stared back, realizing that she was going to have to be the one to stop meteor, "But I don't know the first thing about disarming a bomb..." She said discouraged with her ears buckled.
Twilight nodded, "It's ok I already got it ready for you. I was about to cut the wire when it knocked me off while it launched. You just have to catch up with it and cut that blue wire. There's only one so you shouldn't have any trouble."
Dash slowly bobbed her head willingly, "Alright but we gotta do something about the girls here first."
Twilight rushed over and took control of holding the door, "Don't worry. I know what to do...Rainbow I'm sure the sky hatch is still open, if you leave now you can catch it before Nova shuts it."
"Got it." Dash smirked confidently.
"Good luck RD." Applejack praised.
"Thanks. You too." She shouted as Rainbow took off and flew out the door and up the stairs. 
-----
Nova continued to watch the battles wage over the big room through his window. His smile was glued to his face as he watched the smoke clear from meteor. He had finally fulfilled his destiny. All that was to do now was to wait...Until he seen the flash of a blue Pegasus dart from the side and fly out the opened hatch. His smile turned to worry as he jumped out of his seat and rushed over to his desk. He switched on the radio and called his ship, "This is Nova! Khan Quest, I am ordering you to release the Thunderbolts now! That Rainbow Dash is trying to take out Meteor! I've come too close to lose it now! I will not have that Pegasus ruin all my progress!"
The Captain's voice cut in, "Right away sir!"
Sparks turned off his radio and brought his chair back over. He sat down and pushed a button installed underneath the desk and a monitor flipped open on top, showing a digital map of Equestria and Nydeabaen with a blinking yellow dot that was labelled "Meteor". He poured himself another drink, then waited. His plans were about to come to fruition. Despite Rainbow's efforts, he still had confidence that meteor would reach it destination. He sat in the darkness of his office and thought with a cocky smirk, "Finally. All these years of scratching at Celestia's door step has paid off. Nydeabaen is about to have the living daylights taken from them and soon their minerals will be mine to take. If you think it's something that can be stopped Rainbow Dash, then just try to stop it before you get struck by my Thunderbolts."
-----
Rainbow flew out and up and seen the exhaust streak across the sky. She followed and soon seen the image of a moving object. Dash smiled, "There you are..."
She sped up and tried to catch up with the missile until she was checked into. She was knocked off course and almost flew into a nearby rock of the canyon. She looked back and seen three Pegesi looming towards her. She gazed back and put her hoof over her forehead to shield herself from the light and focused in. She recognized the ponies. Soon realizing that the Thunderbolts...Were the Wonderbolts; Spitfire, Soarin, and Fleetfoot. She gasped, "The W-w-wonderbolts? Not you guys too..."
Rainbow had to go against the odds once again but had the courage to reach meteor and out fly her idols, "It's time to see what these old wings are made of..."
Rainbow licked her lips and darted off, reaching incredible speed but was still being chased by the impending Thunderbolts with a view to a kill. Rainbow knew she had to hurry. The future fate of Equestria was now in her hooves and she had to stop the impending disaster that Nova had plotted. Dash was racing against time, speed, and Thunderbolts.
[...To be continued]
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"Applejack, hold her down!" Twilight exclaimed.
Applejack got into the cell and tried to restrain Pinkie Pie against the wall. She grappled on but had trouble pushing her due to her sprained leg. Twilight trotted in quickly and shut the gate behind her. AJ got fed up with her sqwurming and used all the strength she had to slam Pinkie at the wall, "Stop strugglin!"
Applejack planted her hooves and kept Pinkie Pie still, but couldn't hold on for long, "Twilight! Do it now!"
Twilight nodded and rushed over. She closed her eyes and tried to focus her magic. She took a deep breath and leaned her horn towards Pinkie Pie. The brainwashed pony cringed and was afraid of the horn. She tried to get away but Applejack had her pinned. She screamed louder and louder as the horn got nearer. Finally Twilight's horn touched the forehead of Pinkie Pie and she sent a magical spell through the mind of Pinkie. She suddenly stopped screaming and stared off into nothingness. Inside her mind she was brought to fond memories of her friends. A time before all the madness. Time when she and her friends were still innocent. Then she began to get the poof back in her hair and her lips curved with a smile. Her struggling slowed and Applejack loosened her grip. As her memories progress, Pinkie's original state of mind revived and she giggled. Again, and again her laughs got louder and stronger. Applejack finally let go and Pinkie Pie hugged both of her friends with excited passion, "Twilight! Applejack! I'm so glad your here now! I thought it was all over..."
AJ smiled and took an apple slice from Twilight's bag, "Sugercube, it's not even close to bein over. Now let's get to Fluttershy...But first, here eat this."
-----
Meanwhile, Spike mounted Rarity and they rode to the stairs leading to the upper deck, "Big Macintosh!" Spike hollered.
"Eeyup?" Macintosh called from the other side of the room.
Spike waved, "Me and Rarity are gonna check upstairs for anymore guards. We'll be back!"
He raised his hoof, "Eeyup!"
Big Mac trotted across the vast room, in search for more of Nova's elite army. All the dogs had been dealt with. But he felt he wasn't alone. Their remaining team of seven ponies that survived the assault fled back outside, waiting for them. Macintosh gazed around the room at all of the destruction. The smashed controls of meteor, Nova's security laid out all over, and smoke still pouring from the opening to the fire in the other room. He was nearly satisfied and was about to go pay Nova a visit when he heard trots from behind him. He turned around curiously and standing in front of him was Bradshaw Buckingham, equipped and armored. He wore a plate of armour that appeared to be chain mail custom made with diamonds entwined with the chain, making it nearly unbreakable, and strapped around his flank, was a carrying sleeve for his jewel encrusted diamond dagger. Bradshaw laughed, "Well I never thought someone as dumb lookin as you would break outta that trance Comet had on ya."
Big Macintosh glared, "Eeyup! I'm out of it...and I'm lookin fer a fight..."
Buckingham scoffed, "Well yer certainly strong but yer still the stubborn stallion that you look like. Although I must say yer sister Applejack has quite the look about her I must say."
The red stallion stepped forward, angry, "Why you..."
"Oh Buck up Big Macintosh...After all you must have had enough problems with yer farm burnin down and all..." He smiled deviously.
Big Mac's eyes widend and he pointed his hoof, "It was YOU!"
Bradshaw played it off sarcastically, "Who? Me? Why I would never do that!"
"Stop with the jokes...I'm gonna break every bone in yer body..." Macintosh threatened.
His smile disappeared and he held the hilt of his dagger in his teeth, "I'd like to see ya try...Personally I don't like gettin this one of a kind dagger filthy but when push comes to shove, some sacrifices jus have to be made...Time to meet yer maker Big Macintosh..."
Big Mac shook his head, "Nnope...Ya'll are gonna pay the ultimate price fer the trouble you've caused this family..."
Bradshaw jumped ahead and tried to slash at Big Macintosh. The red pony swiftly dodged the blade and countered with a quick buck to Buckingham's side. He slammed into the wall and dropped his dagger. With worry he rushed over to grab the expensive weapon but was tackled by Big Mac who tried to pin him down. Bradshaw was equally strong and shoved him off. He sprang up and tore a piece of piping from the wall, then tried to smash Big Macintosh with it. The red pony side-stepped his clubbing three times get caught it with his front hooves on the fourth and kicked Buckingham in the gut, releasing his grip. Macintosh took advantage and wrapped his hoof around Bradshaw's head, attempting to put him in a front headlock. He went to haul the diamond crazed steed down but Bradshaw refused to fall with him and forced him to back up into a wall. He applied pressure and tried to squeeze the life out of Big Mac but he kept using his front hooves to smash into Buckingham's back. He quickly backed away and dove for his dagger. Big Macintosh on the other hoof slid for the metal pipe. As soon as they got a hold of their weapons, they swung at each other and both clashed into one another. They stood pressuring their weapons. Bradshaw's dagger digging into the metal pipe while Macintosh's pipe tried to push the blade back against the evil stallion.
-----
For the time being, Rainbow was tackled again in mid-air. The large body of Soarin nearly caused Dash to hit a rock. At high speeds, Rainbow Dash found it hard to keep balance while being attacked. She soon decided something would have to be done. She turned around and seen Spitfire racing towards her followed by the third, Fleetfoot. Dash shook her head, "I'm so sorry..."
When Spitfire came along as a bullet, Dash with lightning speed, dodged the assault, grabbed a hold of her tail and swung right back around, slamming Spitfire into the body of the surprised Fleetfoot. Rainbow made no remarks and took off again. She was feeling the tremendous pressure of the wind flow through her mane, not to mention the adrenaline in her body. She was nearing the missile but looked behind to find Soarin hot on her tail with Fleetfoot and Spitfire still a good distance behind them. She looked up ahead and tried to flap her wings harder. Meteor was only a few more meters away and Dash tried to reach out to it. But Soarin managed to bite onto her tail and hauled her back. Rainbow took offense and kicked the Pegasus in the nose. He let go and flew off holding his face. Then again, Spitfire made her way up and tried to smash Rainbow out of the air. She went to turn around again but this time she was too slow as she was tackled and Spitfire clung on to her. She held a tight grip around Dash, immobilizing her from flapping her wings. Then they began to quickly plummet to the ground...really fast. Rainbow was in a dangerous situation and could see that they were approaching the ground at high velocity, "Your telling me that your giving your life just to kill me?" Rainbow shouted through the wind.
Spitfire said nothing and only fastened her grip even tighter. Rainbow Dash was losing time. She had think of something quick or else they will plung to their death deep within the canyon. Yet more importantly, more will perish when the rocket reaches it's final destination.
-----
Big Macintosh at this time was still in the struggle with Bradshaw Buckingham. He applied harder pressure into Buckingham's dagger, trying to force him to cut himself. Finally after beginning to lose the grapple, Bradshaw used all his strength and shoved him away. Then he dove at him with the dagger to go through Mac's chest but he ducked under and nearly sent Bradshaw down the flight of stairs to the dungeon. Big Macintosh went over to smash his head into the wall but then Buckingham elbowed him in the head and smashed him into the wall instead. Big Mac became distracted as he noticed his nose began to bleed. Then with a quick slash, Buckingham managed to slice his leg. But he ignored the pain and thrusted back with a vicious swing of his hoof. He smacked Bradshaw in the jaw and forced him to drop the dagger once again. He took Buckingham and swung him towards the center of the room. He staggered, almost tripping over himself then slammed into the meteor control board. Big Macintosh glanced and seen Bradshaw's dagger on the ground. He smiled to himself and went to wield it, while Mr. Buckingham tried to catch his breath.
-----
Meanwhile, Twilight focused on Fluttershy who was still trying to refuse her magic. Although wrapped in chains, she couldn't do much, "Ok Fluttershy, just hold still and..."
She thrashed around and tried to make it as difficult as possible. The chains were beginning to loosen. Twilight called out, "Pinkie Pie! Help me!"
"Coming Twilight!" she exclaimed galloping over.
Applejack looked upstairs and back to the girls, "Ya'll think you can take her from here?"
Twilight nodded while trying to keep the struggling pony still, "Yeah I'm pretty sure. Why?"
"Well I jus wanted to see how everythins goin up there...I got this strange feelin that I gotta check out." AJ said concerned.
Pinkie waved her on, "We got it from here Applejack, you go on. We'll be up in a minute."
Without a word Applejack trotted up the stairs as fast as she could. It was a long way up and her injured leg didn't make the climb easy.
-----
Rainbow Dash was still locked in Spitfire's grasp. She had to think of something now or else it would be too late to save herself. She thought back and remembered how she dealt with Bradshaw when he choked her. She cringed at the thought but sought that it was the only chance. Dash looked at Spitfire and kissed her right on the lips. The brainwashed Pegasus became confused and dizzy. Which gave Rainbow her shot and she broke free of the loosened grip, racing back up into the sky. Spitfire shook off the incident and chased her yet again. Rainbow knew it wasn't going to be an easy task to shake these guys off. Her only thought was to out race them. Then she gazed ahead and seen the missile approaching the end of the Canyon. The slight amount of snow on the ground told her that the Nydeabaen Kingdom was not far off, time was running out. Rainbow Dash got back to her proper altitude and sped herself up, with the three Wonderbolts, now Thunderbolts looming toward her. Up to this point she only dealt with one at a time. She knew for sure that she wouldn't be able to take on the dangerous efforts of all three. So with another push of speed she raced ahead, and realized what she'd have to do, "Alright guys...Time to show you why MY name...is Rainbow Dash!"
-----
Big Mac jumped up and thrusted the blade down at Bradshaw. To avoid the attack, he took one of the computer monitors and threw it at the red stallion. Macintosh was surprised when the dagger easily sliced through it. They began to circle each other. Buckingham laughed, panting, "Sharp blade isn't it? Customized it myself...Unbreakable!"
Big Macintosh smirked, "Eeyup! Unbreakable, jus like my family's spirit!"
He lunged ahead and tried to spear the brown steed again with the sparkling blade. Bradshaw dodged once more then this time grabbed a hold of Big Mac's leg. Suddenly, Applejack finally made it to the top of the stairs and seen the fight, "Big Macintosh!"
Buckingham used his strength and swung him around, then knocked him into the side of the controls. His head bounced off and he nearly blacked out. Applejack ran to her brothers aid, "I'm comin Big Mac! Jus hang OW!"
AJ's damaged leg buckled and she fell to the ground. Buckingham grabbed his dagger again and stabbed at Macintosh. Once again he sprung back to his hooves then uppercut the stallion. Bradshaw got up with the hilt of his knife in his mouth and they grappled each other's hooves again. They stood, trying to push each other to the ground. Big Mac looked into his eyes, "I promised that you were gonna pay fer the pain you caused my family...Eeyup...It's all over for you."
He secretly unveiled an N-Tech from his hoof and spun Buckingham around, then attempted to stab the neuro-toxin into his spine. But to his shocking surprise, Buckingham blocked Mac's hoof and spun back around with the dagger in his hooves..."NO!" Applejack screamed terrified.
...Big Macintosh was embraced into Bradshaw Buckingham, shivering with a stone cold look of shock in his eyes. Buckingham whispered into his ear, "On the contrary Mr. Macintosh, I'm just gettin started..."
Bradshaw stepped back and retrieved the blade from Big Mac's side. He fell to the ground and stared over at Applejack who crawled over as quickly as she could, tears streaming uncontrollably. Buckingham just stood back and watched, wiped the blood off his blade and smiled psychotically. Big Macintosh reached out to his sister and she cradled his head, stroking his mane. He apologized with a shaky, weak voice, "I'm...sorry...A..J."
She shook her head and hugged him, "No no no none of this was yer fault...Please don't go...We need you...Don't go!"
He pitifully lifted his hoof and wiped off his sister's tears, "Nnnnnope...This is my last ride...You look after the family...Defeat this guy....Defeat Buck...Buck...Buckingham..."
AJ looked in his eyes, still sobbing, "I love you big brother..."
He said nothing. He only smiled one last time with faint eyes and but a single tear strolled down his cheek, then slowly closed his eyes and went cold...He died in Applejack's hooves, not in vain, but with honor. AJ embraced him and cried into his body. Bradshaw Buckingham only mocked and put him down, "Face it you lil filly. He died from his own stupidity...Thinkin he could take me down was a Big Macstake? So to speak?" He laughed.
Applejack immediately stopped crying and looked up at him furiously. She laid Big Macintosh's head down and stood up still staring at Buckingham. He knew what she wanted and put his stained diamond dagger in his mouth once again, "Well? Come n get me..."
-----
"You got her Pinkie?" Twilight asked.
Pinkie Pie found herself wrapped around Fluttershy, forcing her to be still. The chains loosened and she still tried to shift away. Finally Twilight touched Fluttershy with her horn and sent the same spell through her body. She too stared away and began to calm down. Fluttershy remembered their fights with Nightmare Moon, then Discord. Their determination and friendship help defeat the foes twice before, and her last thought was that it could work once again. Her trance was finally broken and she looked at Twilight and Pinkie frowning, "...I'm so sorry girls..."
Pinkie Pie hugged her friend with excitement, "Oh It's ok! We knew it wasn't you. Well actually it wasn't me neither! But I know Twilight won't blame you."
Twilight nodded, "Of course not. It was Nova..."
The girls shook their heads. Fluttershy spoke up, "It wasn't Nova."
"I don't understand. Then who?" She asked perplexed.
Pinkie Pie helped Fluttershy out of her chains and brushed her off, "It was Trixie."
Twilight put her hoof on her forehead and whispered to herself, "So Aspen wasn't kidding..."
"Who?" Asked the excited Pinkie.
She looked at Pinkie and shook her head smiling subtly, "Oh Nopony...Has Trixie changed in anyway?"
The girls sat back down and Pinkie answered, "If you mean she's still a show off them nope!"
Twilight stood up angered and trotted towards the door, "Somepony has got to teach that mare a lesson!"
"Where are you going Twilight?" Fluttershy worried.
Twilight opened the door, "I'm going to go look for the rest of the gang. We can't take Nova on alone. You girls going to be alright here on your own for a while?"
Pinkie nodded and put her hoof around her friend Fluttershy, "Don't worry. We'll be fine...Good luck Twilight."
She smiled, "Thanks. I'll be back!"
Twilight shut the door and trotted up the stairs. From there she could hear commotion above.
-----
Applejack and Bradshaw slammed into a wall and fell down on top of each other. She tried to grab the dagger from his teeth but her intentions were foiled as he punched her in the face and shoved her away with his hooves. Buckingham got up and tried to choke her. Although AJ resisted as she kicked him in the guts with her good leg and shoved him back at the wall. Her bad leg was killing her. Bradshaw seen her limping and tried to take advantage of it. He took the small sword and made a slash at her sprained leg. But with quick reflexes Applejack jumped from the attack and scooted away as fast as she could. Buckingham loomed towards her with a crazed look, "So you've learned how to live. But do you choose how to die?"
Applejack stood up and they began circling each other, "Fer Big Macintosh, I assure you...He won't die in vain. Yer done for Buckingham..." AJ muttered with a shaky voice.
Twilight quickly appeared from the stairs and watched in fright at Applejack who struggled against Bradshaw Buckingham, "I'm comin AJ!" she hollered.
She began to gallop over but was suddenly halted from a familiar voice, "Don't go any further! This is her battle, let her fight it!"
Twilight didn't have to turn around to tell who it was by the arrogant tone in the voice, "...Trixie."
She turned around and seen the egotist smiling down at her from the top of the stairs leading to the upper level. Twilight leered at her but she wasn't shook, "It certainly has been a while Twilight Sparkle. I've forgotten that dumbfounded look you had when we first met...Yeah that look. But the one thing I haven't and never will forget will be the way you ruined my life."
"So I guess you HAVEN'T learned your lesson?" Twilight scoffed.
"Learned my lesson?" She laughed.
"You seem to forget Twilight that you were the one held responsible for forcing me to retire from public performances..."
Twilight couldn't stand it anymore, "Could you look over your ego for one second?! What have you done with Spike and Rarity?"
Trixie chuckled again, "They're a little tied up at the moment...I've waited a long time for this Twilight Sparkle. No...The Great and Powerful Trixie has waited a long time to be exact. Now I'm greater, and even more powerful. I teamed up with Nova for one reason. To get to you!"
Twi shook her head, "Trixie listen to me...Nova is planning great danger for everypony. You have to forget the past and move on."
Her smile was wept away, "I CAN'T FORGET! Everywhere I go, ponies pointing at me, shouting at me, putting me down. With your name at the end of every sentence. You have ruined my dreams! You only LIVE twice, Twilight. One life for yourself, and one for your dreams. Now I intend to get revenge for the death of my dreams."
Twilight pleaded, "We don't have to do this Trixie. This isn't what I wanted."
Trixie shouted her down, "Well that's too bad! It's time to see what your really made of Twilight...This is going to be quite the magical battle..."
"...Have it your way." Twilight frowned angrily.
Trixie's arrogant smile appeared once again and she presented herself proudly, "After all this time. You will fall to my new and improved magical abilities. Prepare Twilight Sparkle...The Grrreat! And POWERFUL...Trrrrixie has returned! Welcome...to the END...of your life!"
She jumped down and the two stood across from each other, with a magical wind beginning to stir around them. Their horns began to glow and their eyes focused into one another. Trixie asked, "Are you ready Twilight? To lose that is."
Twilight smirked confidently, "The difference is, your fighting for yourself. Me on the other hoof, I'm fighting for harmony...For Princess Celestia, friendship, and Equestria!"
[...To be continued]
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Chapter 25 Take My Hoof, And Decide...
Trixie planted her hooves into the ground and prepared for a fight. Twilight on the other hoof, still had second thoughts, "I don't think were doing the right thing. This is crazy."
The ignorant mare snickered, "Just face it. You don't think you can take on my magic. Well you may be right but I have been waiting to meet with you one more time. To prove that I AM the greatest Equine who has ever lived!"
She charged her horn then shot a ball of thunder towards Twilight, which shocked and lifted her off her hooves at the same time, then she slammed into the wall. Twilight was more shocked at the overwhelming strength of her magic, "You took that silverblood serum didn't you?"
Trixie cackled, "Powerful is it not? I am more powerful then you could ever imagine."
"Oh I know how powerful it is, believe me." Twilight answered.
The egotist shot again, Twilight screamed and this time nearly bounced off the ground as she landed. She got up once again then looked at Trixie with a puzzled expression, "Tell me something Trixie. Explain to me why you were after me all this time. There has got to be more to it other than that one time a couple years ago."
Trixie stared at her for a moment then sighed with tone of depression. Her smile turned to a frown of disappointment and she explained, "Well if you MUST know. After I left Ponyville, I traveled to Fillydelphia. I used the last 1000 bits I had to my name and bought a new travelling stable and another customized costume. But to my dismay, one day after I had arrived, the news had already spread that you defeated the Ursa Minor...and I was set to perform that night. Although I was only able to sell 18 seats, it managed to pay for the rented hall...Then not even five minutes into my act, I was asked about you. One pony asked why I couldn't vanquish an Ursa Minor. Another told me that my magic was very clichè. It didn't stop there. Everypony was putting me down, calling me an amateur...AMATEUR! Before you came along to my mind, that never ever happened to me. Now I'm ridiculed, slimmed, flawed, embarrassed, and black listed as a fraud! It came to the point where I eventually had to go into hiding. I couldn't trot on the street without being laughed at...So finally, I went to Canterlot. I overheard about this take over. Everypony did, and I couldn't help myself. I was in attendence of one of Nova's speeches and after he told everypony that he was looking for you, I decided on it. I sneaked onto his ship and confronted him...After I told him my clever plan, he welcomed me with open hooves. Now I'm here, about to help Nova succeed in exchange for your life...My dream may be gone but you will pay the price. A word of the wise, Twilight Sparkle...Make one dream come true, because you only live twice..."
Twilight understood and sympathized, "Trixie..."
"THAT'S THE GREAT AND POWERFUL TRIXIE TO YOU!" She screamed, striking Twilight with another thunderball.
Meanwhile, Bradshaw Buckingham flung Applejack at the wall. As she bounced off, AJ grabbed on and took him down with her. They rolled along the ground, each getting their opportunity on top of one another, and she dropped her hat among the fight. She hooked him in the jaw and knocked out a couple of his teeth, and Buckingham retaliated with a headbutt then slashed her chest with the knife. Applejack let out a scream and smacked him off of her. With her uninjured leg, she kicked the dagger out of his hooves and sent it flying across the room. Bradshaw scolded her, "You Idgit! Ya got any idea how much that blade is worth?"
Applejack stared coldly into his eyes, "There's not enough bits in the world that'll bring my big brother back..."
She picked herself and kicked Buckingham in his guts then tossed him at the wall and tried to choke him. But her other leg was at a disadvantage and Bradshaw was much stronger. He pushed her hooves away from his neck and kicked AJ's bad leg. She painfully buckled and the stallion picked her up and held her against the wall, "You know Miss Applejack, sometimes I really hate my job...Cause I have to get rid of pretty lil mares like you..."
Applejack frowned at him disgusted and spit in his face. Buckingham wiped his cheek then applied more pressure to his grip, "...But on the other hoof, killing you would be a pleasure of it's own."
He charged his hoof and smacked her across the face then tossed her once more. Applejack landed hard and cried out. Twilight swiftly turned her head out of worry, "Don't worry AJ I'll be there!"
She tried to further reason with Trixie, "For the love of Celestia, we have to stop this madness! Trixie look at the situation! A missile is going to destroy an entire city and your going to let it happen? I knew you were naive but I never knew you were a traitor to your own land..."
"I am not a traitor!" Trixie brutally defended.
"I'm only in this to get you, then I'm out of here! I don't need Nova to help me succeed...I don't need...I don't need...I DON'T NEED ANYPONY TO HELP ME!" she screamed, shooting Twilight again.
Twilight this time, remembered her mirror and quickly retrieved it to shield herself from the projectiles. The thunderball deflected and Trixie ducked her own attack, "No fair Twilight Sparkle. Your pathetic!"
Twi shook her head, "I'm not going to let you push me Trixie. Please try to understand that I never meant to hurt you."
Trixie foolishly refused to believe the comment and tried to shoot Twilight once again, but still failed. Then something caught Twilight's eye as she looked over to see the fire from the other room beginning to sneak in through the opening that was created by the late Dr. Know. Time was running out...
-----
At this time, Rainbow Dash was trying to literally shake Fleetfoot off her tail. She spun, kicked, looped around but still could not loosen the grip of the brainwashed Pegasus. Fleetfoot was slowing her down, with Spitfire and Soarin speeding up. She looked up ahead and seen the missile fading further and further away. The air was getting colder and she could she the terrain of the ground getting rougher. Then just in slight view, were the great icy mountain range, of the Griffon's Nydeabaen Kingdom. 
Dash shook as hard as she could to break free of Fleetfoot's grip but the Pegasus was locked in too well. Rainbow glanced down at the rough ground below them then got an idea. With the Thunderbolt still clamped to her tail, Rainbow lowered her altitude and approached the ground. Fleetfoot stayed above with his wings. She was flying him at lightning speed and she had to find someway to stop him now. Soarin was only inches away. She peered ahead and saw them approaching a large rock. Fleetfoot was blinded by her tail and body, and could only see below them. Dash grinned confidently. She seen Spitfire closing in and pushed one more time to outfly her and Soarin...Finally with incredible velocity, Rainbow Dash came within inches of colliding with the rock then immediately turned straight up, using her tail as a pendulum to swing Fleetfoot into the rock. Dash continued her climb and soon noticed she lost weight. Looking below, she seen Fleetfoot was gone. Rainbow sighed happily and moved ahead. Meteor wasn't too far away and she knew there was no problem in catching up with it. Rainbow looked back one more time and seen Soarin and Spitfire racing towards her, but no Fleetfoot. Dash laughed at them and sped up, with another attempt to stop the missile.
-----
Back in depths of Nova's Manarite cavern, Bradshaw jumped on top of Applejack and struck her repeatedly. AJ blocked as much as she could but she appeared to be losing the fight with the much stronger stallion Buckingham. He lifted her head to belt her again but this time she caught his hoof and bit into his leg. He hollered and tried smacking her with his other hoof. Although AJ endured the pain long enough to force the steed off of her. Bradshaw fled quickly and trotted over to his diamond dagger. Then Applejack swiftly got to her hooves and jumped on the back of the fleeing pony. Buckingham thrashed around, intending to shake her off. But the rodeo veteran held on and remembered the E-Sword she still had in her saddlebag. She reached in and put it in her hooves, then switched it on. She tried to get the sword to his neck but Bradshaw was bucking around too much. Distracted with the mechanical sword, Applejack lost her balance and fell off. Buckingham leaped forward and grabbed the smaller sword. AJ bucked up once more and noticed her sword was dwindling. She smacked the hilt a few times to get it to cut back in but the beam sword shut off. Applejack kept pushing the button but it still didn't respond, "...Proto-type...Right."
She threw it away and limped back over Bradshaw Buckingham who waited her for patiently with the dagger slipped back into it's sleeve.
On the otherside of the room, Twilight Sparkle continued to try and talk sense into the oblivious Trixie, while protecting herself with her mirror, "Trixie why do you hate me? I was only trying to save Ponyville."
Trixie walked towards her, Twilight backed up at the same time, "I already told you...Nopony shows up the Great and Powerful Trixie. I had nothing to look forward to anymore." She explained.
"That's not the truth, Trixie. I know there's more to it than that." Twilight muttered with curiosity.
"There is NO other reason..." Trixie assured.
Twilight shook her head, "Just tell me. Please."
"NO!"
"Tell me!" Twilight demanded.
"Because your better than me! There, you happy? Is that what you wanted to hear? In my hometown of Huffington, I was the best. I won every magic competition. I never came across a Unicorn with magic like yours. Ever since you out smarted me, I actually cared less for where my finances went. All I cared about was getting to you and showing you that I AM the true Mare of Magic."  
Twilight's voice was getting shaky, "If you stayed long enough, I could've helped you when I could..."   
"I TAKE HELP FROM NOPONY! You expect ME? To take help from you? Your the one who through me into this mess." Trixie scoffed angrily.
She shot again but this time, Twilight didn't expect her to shoot down at her leg and she tripped up, and drop the mirror. It broke on impact and she tried to recover it, but Trixie put her hoof on the pieces and Twi looked up at Trixie who stared back down at her with an evil smile and cold eyes. Twilight scooted backwards and panicked, "Please Trixie please. I don't know how you could be such a traitor to your own kind."
Trixie halted and her smile shifted to a puzzled, almost dumbfounded look, "What do you mean? Stop saying that! I would never do that to Equestria."
"Then what are you doing with Nova?" She asked abruptly.
Trixie laughed, "Why, I am simply using him to get to you."
Twilight scoffed back boldly, "Really? You do realize that a missile was just launched right? That missile is going to cause a war, don't you see?"
The jealous mare looked at her with more arrogance, "Well it doesn't hurt to be known as the ruler of southern Equestria..."
Noticing her stupidity, Twilight smiled at her, "What's the point of ruling part of a kingdom if it's going to be thrown into war anyways? Have you even considered the drawbacks?"
Trixie laughed, "I HAVE considered the drawbacks and I know that it will all work out in the end."
Finally, Twilight picked herself up and knew there was no hope in trying to talk to her, "Trixie...I'm sorry ok. You have all reasons to be mad at me but I want to meet with you half way..."
The self-proclaimed Great and Powerful one was confused, "Half way? I don't think so."
"Just hear me out on this." Twilight pleaded.
"I'll apoligize for showing you up, if you apoligize for being a show-off...Come on Trixie, it's only the right thing to do..."
Trixie snickered back, "Your kidding right?"
Twilight sighed, "Trixie...It's what Princess Celestia would want..."
The mention of the name suddenly froze Trixie, "Princess...Celestia?"
The shaken pony nodded, "Yes...Princess Celestia."
Trixie began to think. For a moment she thought back to when she was a filly, in Canterlot. Chosen to meet with the Princess. Trixie remembered that Celestia told her that she was going to be a very talented pony and that she was very proud of her great magic. Then as quick as it was, Trixie tuned back in. Then Twilight started to look at her not as an enemy, but a lost friend that needed to be guided...Her ego was down.
-----
With little time remaining and Nydeabaen just a few miles away, Rainbow dashed across the sky, trying to reach the super bomb. Fleetfoot had not returned since his collision with the rock but Spitfire and Soarin were still on her tail. Finally Rainbow Dash had finished playing around, "Ok...It's time to finish this..."
She wiped the sweat from her forehead and stretched her hooves out. She flapped her wings as hard and as fast as she could. Running on determination and holding Equestria's fate in her hooves, Rainbow felt the wind flow through her mane like a hot knife through butter. Then she began to pick up speed she only ever reached twice. Faster and faster, the remaining Thunderbolts trailed further and further. Dash was struggling to keep her hooves straightened against the rising, tight air pressure. Her speed was accelerating at rapid rate and her eyes began to water, she forced herself to keep her mouth closed and aimed for the missile. 
Then at last at a shaking and powerful speed, she broke the sound barrier and blew the Thunderbolts away with the massive radial, spectrum blast known as Rainbow Dash's patented sonic rainboom! In no time at all she darted across the sky and left a trailing rainbow behind her, and caught up to meteor. Dash wasting no time at all, reached down and held on to the edge of the opening in the rocket's side that Twilight exposed. Ignoring the deafening engine of the missile, she looked into the opening and grabbed on to the blue wire Twilight mentioned. With a satisfying laugh and sigh of relief, Rainbow Dash used her teeth and snapped the wire in two. Then the roar of it's engine faded and the rocket flames doubted. Meteor was disabled at last.
-----
Meanwhile, Nova remained at his desk and continued to stare at the computer screen with the path of the missile still opened. Sparks sat with a drink in his hooves and a grin glued to his face. But his confusion occured when the blinking dot that was Meteor instantly disappeared. Nova smacked the side of the screen to see if it would come back, but his blood pressure quickly rose as he soon realized what may have happened. Taking his two hooves, he put the glass of wine in between them and crushed them with a violent grunt. Nova's plan was foiled and the missile was no more. He thrashed around his office infuriated with Rainbow's success, and smashed everything he could find. Then he ripped the monitor from the desk and smashed it against the wall, "I'm finished! I'm bloody finished!" he shouted out loud.
He plopped down into his desk chair again and switched on his radio, to conjure his last hope of the beginning of project: singularity.
-----
Momentarily after the deactivation, Rainbow laughed off the situation...But her hilarity was cut short as she felt like she was beginning to descend...quicker and quicker. Dash realized the missile's engine was only stopped and that it could still explode, that and it was going to fall to the ground. She began to panic and flew under the large shaft. She held her breath and used all her strength to hold up meteor, but it wasn't enough. It was accelerating it's descent and Rainbow didn't know what to do. She was rapidly approaching the ground and started to lose hope. She knew the blast was powerul enough incinerate everything as far as the mine. Switching into fight or flight mode and with one last effort, she shut her eyes and gathered all the strength she could ever muster and forced it up against the missile. It didn't do a thing at first, but then she felt it was lighter, and it was beginning to slow down. Dash's heart also lifted as she opened her eyes. 
But to her complete surprise, she found out she wasn't alone. Helping her, were Spitfire, Soarin, and even Fleetfoot with a chipped tooth and possibly broken nose. All four of them held the missile and slowed it's descent rapidly. They neared the ground and got into comfortable positions to lay it down. Rainbow got out front and tipped the front of the missile sideways and they carefully put meteor on the ground. All of them fell to the ground exhausted, except Rainbow. She was only interested in the return of her idols, "Oh my gosh! I can't believe I just saved Equestria with the Wonderbolts!"
Spitfire panted and sat up laughing, "You certainly did...Great job out there. If you hadn't smacked us back into our minds with that sonic rainboom of yours, there's no telling what that missile could've done...You guys agree?"
Fleetfoot nodded his head on the ground and Soarin waved his hoof in agreement sitting up. Rainbow blushed, then Spitfire smiled at her proudly, "You know what guys? I think were looking at our new member. Wouldn't you say?"
"Oh You got that right..." Fleetfoot answered humorously holding his nose.
Soarin agreed, "For sure!"
Rainbow Dash was stunned. She couldn't move. Her expression on her face told it all, Dash was in her own state of shock. Her dream had come true, to fly as a member of the Wonderbolts...But she was big enough to push her own life out of the way and stood up with pride, "Guys, we have more important things to worry about. If you'll excuse me, I have a certain stallion to deal with..."
In a flash, she took flight and began to race off. Quickly being followed by her new allies, the Wonderbolts. The missile was successfully dismantled and Rainbow headed off to finish her last duty. To meet up with the girls and eliminate Nova forever. But she had a lot of flying to cover, she and the Wonderbolts were a long ways away from the mine, and she was still feeling fatigue from the sonic rainboom, but she wouldn't let that slow her down.
-----    
In the meantime Applejack was getting tired, and her leg was nearly ready to fail her but she wouldn't let herself quit. Buckingham tried to charge her but he was foiled as AJ slipped behind him and jumped his back again, this time with a harder grip and not intending to let go. Bradshaw bucked around while she tried to grip the brown stallion in a headlock. Buckingham's strength was tough to counter against. His bucking around was nothing like Applejack ever went through. She's won dozens of rodeo bronco bucks but he was the hardest bucker Applejack's ever seen. He held on for dear life but Bradshaw showed no interest of slowing down. The headlock was doing nothing. Then, she glanced back seen the dagger in it's case, and a grin came about her face. With a valiant effort, she wrapped one hoof around Buckingham's neck and used the other to slide the dagger from it's sleeve and into her hooves, "This is fer all the pain you caused my family...and especially Big Macintosh. May Celestia have mercy on you..."
She held the knife to his throat and proceeded to cut but once again Bradshaw flung his flank upward and sent Applejack forward, knocking her off and landing ahead of him with the diamond dagger in front of her. But before she could get up and take it, Applejack was forced into a counter headlock that Bradshaw held with authority. He lifted her up by the neck and slammed her back down, her energy was fading fast. She kicked around but it caused tremendous pain in her leg. Buckingham laughed audaciously, "I thought ya were an Apple, not an ArtiCHOKE!"
Applejack used her good leg and tried to the slide the sword over, while struggling to push Bradshaw's hooves away. But he took notice quickly and kicked the dagger even further, "Face it Ms. Applejack. Yer messin with a diamond standard stallion! You can't possibly think over power me, your finished!"
Her power was weakening and AJ felt herself beginning to droop. For a moment she felt like it was all over, and Nova had won. But something inside of her tried to break through to her. She began to remember what her and the girls went through. Their battles with the dogs, her confrontation with Comet...Big Macintosh...then Applebloom. She remembered her promise to Applebloom. The promise that she would return to her little sister, and protect her. Applejack suddenly felt energy flow back through her veins and her strength livend up once again, for Applebloom, and Equestria. With one last effort she forced as hard as she could against Buckingham's overwhelming strength. With her good leg, she kicked ahead then smacked it back against Bradshaw's shin. He buckled and this gave her the opportunity to surge ahead. Ignoring her injured hoof, she used Bradshaw as leverage and walked up the wall and flipped over him. Buckingham forgot to let go of his grip and he fell back, groaning painfully on the hard ground. He swiped at her hoof but AJ swiftly leaped out of the way and landed further behind him. Fed up with her agility, Bradshaw jumped up and ran towards her as fast as he could. But Applejack had a trick to her strategy. Buckingham laughed confidently, "I can read yer every move..."
With a cunning smile, Applejack lifted her hoof and grabbed his diamond dagger, "Read this..."
She swung it back and launched it ahead. Bradshaw never seen it coming as the shining dagger flew through the air, smashed through a thin layer in his diamond plated armor and appeared to catch him in the heart. He froze instantly with a shocked expression. Then Applejack slowly trotted up to him and kissed the dying stallion, "Why thank ya Bradshaw...I guess diamonds really are a girl's best friend."
With no reaction, Bradshaw Buckingham fell back and died with his own sword through his heart. AJ walked away and picked up her hat, then sat down next to the body of Big Macintosh, "He's gone big brother...Thank you for giving me the strength to continue."
She wiped a tear from her eye and hugged him one last time. But she did not despair for long, for she and her friends had one more task to complete, to eliminate Nova Sparks...
Applejack looked up and noticed Twilight still face to face with Trixie, "Twilight?"
Trixie began to wonder about the consequences, "Princess Celestia was proud of me...and I let her down. But if I don't do this, Nova will kill me..."
Twilight shook her head, "No, you have a choice Trixie. Me and the girls can promise that you will be safe."
Trixie's ignorance disappeared, but she still balanced the choices. Twilight tried one more time to break her free of her arrogance, "Trixie. I'm sorry. We shouldn't be fighting. If Princess Celestia was really proud of you. She knows you'll do the right thing and not do this. We can save you...Nova is finished."
The blue mare was getting teary, "I don't know...I never wanted to cause this much damage. I never meant any harm...I never meant any harm..."
She repeated that line over and over again while lowering to the ground, sobbing pitifully. Twilight knew it was safe and picked herself up. She trotted over to the broken down Trixie and was hesistant to put her hoof on her shoulder. She knelt down with her and spoke to her softly, "We'll get you out of here."
Trixie looked up from the tears in her hooves and finally broke completely down, "All I wanted was to be a famous magician...I'm sorry..."
Twilight smiled and put her hoof around Trixie. Applejack had finally managed to limp over, "Ya'll ok? What's goin on?"
"Applejack. Everything's fine. What happened?" Twilight asked.
AJ paused for a moment, "Big Macintosh is gone Twi. Buckingham killed him...But he can rest now. Our family can rest now..."
Twilight lowered her head for a moment, "I'm sorry Applejack, truly I am."
Applejack snuffed, "I know ya are Twilight, I know. Thank you..."
Upon hearing the news, Twilight was sick of it all. All the death, and heart breaks that Nova and his organization provoked. She got up and helped Trixie to her hooves as well, "Are you going to be alright?"
She too, snuffed a few more times but eventually collected herself, "Yeah...I'll be fine...You can enter through that door up there...Good luck Twilight Sparkle..."
She smiled, "Thank you...Truce?"
Twilight extended her hoof out. Trixie nodded and gave her a confident grin, "Truce...Your friends are upstairs. Tell them I said sorry...You know, their lucky to have a friend like you..."
With that, Trixie turned and proceeded to leave the mine. Leaning as far as she could against the wall to protect herself from the hot flames that were sneaking in. When she got to the other side, she continued to trot on out but hesitated for a moment to think, then moved on without a word. The Great and Powerful Trixie, gained respect, and let go of her ego at last.
Not wasting any more time, Twilight looked up at Nova's office door, "Alright...Moment of truth."
"Moment of truth..." Applejack repeated.
The two galloped up the stairs and seen Spike and Rarity tied up in the corner of the room, "Rarity? Spike? Ya'll ok?"
They tried to respond but their mouths were taped up. Twilight knelt down and ripped it off. Rarity inhaled deeply, "Oh Thank goodness Twilight...That narsistic pony tricked us then tied us up in this rope...Get us out of here could you please?" 
Applejack undone the knot. Spike offered to brush Rarity off, "Allow me."
"Why thank you Spiky." Rarity smiled.
Twilight and AJ looked at each skeptically. She was afraid to ask but Twilight couldn't resist, "Are you two uhhhh...You know."
Spike laughed nervously and scratched the back of his head, "Well we may have shared a moment...There are more important things to be done."
"Right! Ok Rainbow Dash should hopefully be back any second now, and I want you three to go down and get Pinkie Pie and Fluttershy. I have a few things I'd like to say to Mr. Sparks." Twilight promptly proposed.
Applejack tipped her hat, "Sounds good...Ya sure yer gonna be ok in there by yerself for a sec?"
She nodded back, staring intentively at the door to Nova's office, "Oh Yeah, he's cornered now. There's no way he's getting away this time."
"Well alright then. Spike, Rarity. Let's go...We'll be right there sugarcube." AJ assured confidently.
Twilight chuckled and grinned, "I know you will, and before I forget..."
She reached into her saddlebag and tossed Applejack, Fluttershy's last slice of the enchanted apple, "Make sure Fluttershy takes this, and Spike, Rarity? Trixie said she was sorry for tying you guys up. She's cooled down now...I think she's finally learned her lesson."
Applejack lead Spike and Rarity down the stairs while Twilight trotted up to the door. But before heading down the next staircase, Applejack limped over to Big Macintosh one last time and kissed him on the cheek, "I love you big brother...So long..."
Twilight took a deep breath and looked up, "We did it Princess...Nova is defeated. Harmony will be restored. You can rest now your Majesty...Again, thank you for everything."
[...To be concluded?]  
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Chapter 26 Too Broken To Forgive, Too Painful To Relive
Twilight entered the dim lighted office, with the only sign of illumination shining in from the window. The strong smell of smoke filled the air from the dangerous hydrogen blaze that still burned strong. She shut the door behind her and held the E-Sword at her side, just in case. She looked around the room and noticed the office was in a mess. Broken glass, a smashed computer, papers tossed, etc. Glancing over at Nova's desk, Twilight could only see an arm chair facing the wall behind the desk. She lowered one eye very curiously and flicked the light switch on the wall. The room then brightened and the chair turned around. Facing Twilight, was Nova with his silver blaster concealed underneath the desk. Sparks had a smile upon his face but spoke a serious tone, "You have a nasty habit, of surviving."
"Nova." Twilight leered.
The sinister stallion's smirk grew, "It appears that I have heavily under-estimated you...I should've killed you long ago."
Twilight scoffed proudly, "Well it's too late for that. Your finished Nova. Your plans, your army, your dreams. All foiled. It's time we brought back harmony to Equestria."
"Ah Yes, harmony." He contemplated with a clever laugh.
"Also relevant to the elements of harmony I presume?"
Twilight cocked a brow and felt a little uneasy, "How do you know about them?"
Nova snickered vindictively, "Oh Be serious. I know just as much about them as you do. I know you've come to use them against me. But I am in no way threatened by the likes of you."
"Oh You will be." She assured with conviction.
Sparks huffed arrogantly, "Sure I will. By the way..."
He grinded his teeth angrily, "Congratulations on the dismantling of my rocket...Thank you very much for ruining my day once again."
Twilight was relieved with the news, but still played along as if she knew the whole time, "For everypony you've ever hurt, it's about time you've met your match."
He nodded. Accepting his lost with a cunning grin, "Yes, yes. I certainly have lost this battle...But the war still goes on."
She was puzzled, "What are you talking about?"
He sipped from a new glass, "Don't you remember? Aboard my ship, are kilo-tonnes of explosives that I will use to eradicate Ponyville, and Canterlot."
Twilight froze, with a sickening feeling in her gut, "But thousands of innocent ponies will die...You can't..."
"I certainly can." He laughed.
"But I won't drop all the bombs...After I've destroyed your civilization, I'll have more than enough to persue project: singularity. You see, you've only made it worse for yourself. You can't defeat me."
She glared of hatred then activated her beam sword and got ready to charge, "Don't be so sure..."
But before she could act on it, Nova revealed the gun under his desk and pointed it straight at Twilight. He held it in his hooves and put his elbows on the desk, "I could've shot you when you came in but that would've been ridiculously easy..."
Twilight slowly stepped back and found it difficult to swallow, "So why didn't you?" She asked.
With a cold look, Nova smiled again, "I'm from Manechester my dear. There, we kill our enemies with honor."
"What are you trying to say?" She asked curiously.
He placed his gun back in his coat pocket reached for his drawer then hauled out another E-Sword. Although this one was plated with platinum. He laid it on his desk and looked back up at Twilight. The tone in his voice sounded cocky, "I've seen you fight with that energy sword...You seem familiar with it. I want to face you in a duel. With the winner left to live, and the other to let die."
She balanced the decisions but knew if she didn't accept, she would be shot. She figured she may be able to stretch out the time before the girls got there, "I accept Nova..."
He clopped his hooves together, "Wonderful...You know, me and you could've had everything. Equestria would've been yours."
Twilight thought about Princess Celestia then proudly spoke, "...Equestria is not enough."
"Really?" He grinned with a shocked expression that exerted some sarcasm, "Have it your way my dear. But you have interfered with my plans for the last time Twilight Sparkle...Now shall we begin?"
Nova stood up and levitated the sword into his other pocket. Then turned around to a portrait of himself in a white suit with gold cuff-links. He pressed on one of the cuff-links which was disguised as a button and activated a secret door that opened in the side of the office. He lead Twilight through and they came into a long, open room with another mechanical door at the end. Nova trotted ahead and turned around to face her. He pointed to the door and smiled deviously, "Right there, is my exit Miss Sparkle. After I am through with you once and for all, I shall take my leave."
He took the sword from his pocket and switched it on, levitating it. He stared into her eyes and winked, "Farewell Twilight Sparkle. It has been...an interesting experience."
With that he lunged forward and brought down the beam sword. Twilight didn't expect the attack so soon but managed to jump out of the way. She quickly got to her hooves and activated her sword as well. Just in time to block a slash from Nova. They then went back and forth, slashing at each other and each time their swords clashed and deflected off one another. Sparks finally broke the cycle and swung at her legs, forcing Sparkle to jump. The swords clashed once again and this time they pushed away from each other. Nova wiped the sweat from his forehead and laughed, "I must say, you are holding your ground. Your good...for an amateur."
Nova Sparks then used his magic to fight with the sword and galloped ahead intending to stab Twilight through the heart. She too used her magic and slashed his sword away then tackled Nova, both of them dropped their weapons. They tumbled about on the ground and tried to injure one another. When she was on top, Twilight attempted to smash Nova's head against the ground while he would choke her. Eventually they rolled off and got back to their hooves. At the same time, rushing back to their swords. The fight was far from over.
-----
"Cmon girls, up this way!" Applejack shouted as she trotted up the stairs.
Followed by Rarity, Fluttershy, Pinkie and Spike, AJ still struggled to climb up due to her badly injured leg. Once they arrived at the top of the stairs, smoke was everywhere and the smell was strong. At this point the hydrogen fire was catching other fires inside the mine. Applejack was about to step forward until she heard an explosion and was quickly pulled back by Pinkie Pie. Before they could identify what had happened, a massive container of oil toppled over and crashed across the doorway going down to the dungeon. Blocking them from entering the next room. Simultaneously, they were sent flying back by the momentum and fell down the steep stairs. Fluttershy was in the very back and managed to slow the fall with her wings. Spike didn't delay and got back up then swiftly climbed back up to examine the obstacle. He checked all over but could see no sign of escape. There was a crack between the door and the tank above, but not even Spike or anypony could fit through, "Were trapped!" he panicked.
Applejack, despite the pain, ran up and tried to help. But she too, could find no way of exit. She and Spike tried to push the large tank but it was too heavy. Spike was hyperventilating and shouting, "Oh Boy...What do we do?" 
AJ shouted him down, "Will you cool it? Yer shoutin ain't gonna help us! Were jus gonna have to wait fer somepony to come by...It's all we can do."
Fluttershy flew up worried, "But...what if nopony shows up?"
The thought ran through their minds and for a second they felt like it was the end. Spike comforted Rarity while Pinkie Pie hugged Fluttershy. Applejack leaned against the wall and thought about her family. Then she looked over the tank and managed to see through the skylight in the ceiling where meteor fired off. Suddenly her hope was restored to a limit, but it would remain as their last hope. She looked at everypony and smiled a hopeful and confident smile, "Somepony will show up...I jus know it."
-----
Meanwhile Twilight swung the E-Sword at Sparks with her magic but ducked out of the way and then came back up with an uppercut and swung at the dazed pony. She clashed swords for the multiple time then kicked Nova in the stomach. He knelt down in pain and Twilight bashed him in the head with the hilt, knocking him completely to the ground. He looked up pitifully and seen Twilight with the sword at his throat. With a sarcastic voice he muttered, "Why can't you just be a good little filly and die?"
Twilight stared down at him with a straight look of animosity, "You first..."
He whispered to himself, "No...You first."
He looked at Twilight and shot her with a lightning bolt from his horn, blasting her back 10 feet against the rocky walls of the cavern. With a vengeful grin he sprang up and hauled the gun from his jacket and pointed it at Twilight. She froze with a shocked frown while the evil stallion laughed, "You can't possibly out smart me Twilight Sparkle. But enough with these silly games. It's time I ended this..."
"What happened to honor?" She asked shakily.
"To the damn Moon with honor! I've had enough of this." Nova replied impatiently.
He cocked the blaster and readied himself to fire, "One more thing." Twilight cut in.
"Hmm? What's that?" He asked.
With hesitation, she looked down momentarily then back up with a grin, "Did it hurt? The transfusion for your horn."
Nova grinned dauntlessly, "Oh More than you can imagine my dear. But the prize was what made it all the while...The horn...and the life of that miserable excuse for a leader, Celestia."
Twilight took that insult like a kick in the guts then rushed forward to tackle Sparks but he raised the gun, threatening her to stay back, "Ah, ah...Don't be so naive Twilight Sparkle, your time is up."
She frowned fiercely as he shook his head gradually, "I must say you've lasted a long time...You've collapsed my empire, destroyed my mine, defeated my army, put an end to the missile...Then on top of all that, you've eliminated my number 2 and number 3 stallion...I'm astonished, but also annoyed. Therefore it's about time we've said our farewells...at last"
He aimed the gun at her head, and Twilight put her head down in defeat. Finally Nova smiled victoriously, "So this is how it all ends? Kiss the world, and everything you know good-bye...Imagine that, I never thought I'd finally get you..."
*click*
*click*
The blaster never fired and Sparks was bewildered with a scared look in his eyes. Twilight then looked up with a shrewd smile and levitated three cartridges from her saddlebag, "Looking for these?"
"...Your clever...Very clever...Give em to me." Nova demanded with an agitated expression.
Twilight Sparkle used her magic and crushed the lithium ammunition in front of Nova, eliminating the option of his energy blaster. She went to retrieve her E-Sword, "Let's finish this Nova."
His devious smile returned, making Twilight feel somewhat uneasy, "Twilight my dear, enough with this barbarrack nature of sword fighting, let's finish this with a test of true magic."
Twilight shifted her eyes curiously, "What are you talking about?"
Nova trotted to the center of the long, tall tunnel with sunlight that beamed down through the cracks of the rocky ceiling and shined on his glasses that created the haunting glare over the glass as he grinned, "I'm talking about a classic, traditional Canterlotian Unicorn battle. A duel between titans. My Manarite horn versus your regular Equestrian horn. The price of course being our rights as Unicorns, just like the gentlecolts back in the old days when a mare KNEW her rightful place in a stallion's world..."
"I've read about those duels." She replied.
Sparks explained, "Two beams of magical essence coming together with a massive cosmic ball of energy being pushed against each Unicorn. Who ever had the least powerful horn would have the thunderball shoved towards them and suffer life without a horn or most of the time, simply perish from the blast...and to this day it remains the only true test between Unicorns and their magic."
Twilight thought about it then wondered why the girls were taking so long, she was unaware of their situation. But with a positive motive, she accepted, "Alright Nova, your on!"
She centered herself in the room and threw her saddlebag aside, then planted her hooves. Although something inside her told her that she was missing something, almost as if it was telling her she was about to trot into a knife fight unarmed. She levitated her bag back over and looked through it, then realized the serum she took a while back. Twilight didn't want to succumb to taking the enhancer but it would be her only way to stand chance against Sparks in this duel. While Nova was readying himself, Twilight took a deep breath and injected the dose of biologic matter into the base of her horn and then felt a sudden rush of potency flood her horn. It felt so right yet still entirely wrong and unnatural. She tossed the bag and the empty syringe to the side once again and stood across from Nova, her hooves shaking nervously. He other the other hoof, felt exuberant and confident that he would win. He too, planted his hooves and called over to Twilight, "So...This is how it will REALLY end? Then so be it...You should be glad. Your about to meet with your darling Celestia in the afterlife."
"I'm not going to let myself lose to you, Nova...I've got the spirit of my friends with me, and they're going to help me put an end to your madness once and for all!" she exclaimed passionately.
Sparks mocked her conceitedly, "Oh That's pathetic...You really believe your power of friendship will stand it's ground against my advanced magic? Your very idiotic to think so my dear."
"Brute mind power isn't everything, Nova." She boldly grinned.
He laughed down her, "If you say so Miss Sparkle."
They illuminated their horns and focused their magic. The phenomena created gales in the room which swirled around the Unicorns. Their manes flowed in the wind ominously and they felt the power begin to collect in their horns. Twilight was amazed with abundance of power she was feeling in her horn thanks to the serum. Nova was unaware but his confidence wasn't shook in the slightest. He wore a grin with a cocky attitude and praised himself to Twilight, "You have just accepted a fight my dear...you CANNOT win! En garde!"
At last he shot a long, deep purple beam of powerful energy directly at Twilight and she retaliated with a blue beam, although not as powerful. The lights fused in the middle and created a ball with an aura of light building. Twilight and Nova were shoved back with their hooves still planted to the ground. To his surprise, she lasted longer than he predicted ,"Well done Twilight! Your pretty good for a novice. I think it's time to step up my game!"
He groaned and began to push the magical ball towards Twilight. She pushed back and balanced it in the middle. Nova laughed, "You ARE powerful. Enough fooling around."
"I'll never let you win!" Twilight exclaimed.
She concentrated even harder and pushed the mystical thunderball down Nova's way. He scoffed and let it get close to him then shoved back with strong force. The winds created were nearly hurricane-like. Sweat poured from Twilight where as Nova wasn't shaken. The force was tremendous and she could feel the energetic rush flow through her veins, but she noticed Sparks wasn't going to let her win so easily. She knew she was in for the fight of her life, her last stand with Nova.
-----
In the meantime, Applejack and the others waited. Time was thinning and smoke was spreading throughout the air as the flames of the fire appeared closer. AJ looked up through the opening between the door and the oil container once again. There was still nothing. Spike sat up and checked the tank, then felt his pulse quicken as he soon realized something terrible, "What's wrong Spike?" Pinkie Pie asked.
He poked Applejack for her attention, "This is an oil tank right?"
She looked at him curiously and nodded, "Yeah? Why do ya ask?"
"Aaannnd that's a fire out there that's getting closer?" He laughed uneasily.
Everypony ran those questions through, then they all felt their hearts sink and rushed up against the tank, trying to shove it out of the way out of panic. Spike and the girls pushed and pushed as hard as they could but it would not budge. Applejack panted angrily, "Why in tarnation is it so hard fer the five of us move this thing?"
Suddenly they quieted down and heard somepony calling out, "Applejack...Twilight!...Rarity, girls where are you?!"
"Rainbow Dash!" they all shouted happily.
Dash had flown back through and was soon accompanied by the Wonderbolts. She flew around and didn't take long to notice the massive container knocked over, blocking AJ and the girls from reaching Twilight. She flew over and peeked through the crevice, "Applejack, Fluttershy, Spike, Pinkie and Rarity. You guys alright?"
Applejack cracked up and slapped her knee, "Are we alright? Hey girls did ya'll hear that? She asked if were alright..."
She reached up and stuck her head out, shouting furiously, "Of course were not alright! That fire's gonna blast us to the moon if ya don't get us outta here!"
Rainbow pushed her head back in, "Chillax AJ, we'll have you guys out in a flash."
Applejack peeked back out once again. This time she with a puzzled frown, "We? What do ya mean, we?"
Dash looked over her shoulder and shouted out, "Over here guys!"
AJ turned her head slightly and seen Spitfire, Fleetfoot and Soarin fly up behind Rainbow, "Boy howdy, the Wonderbolts?"
"Oh my gosh what happened?" A worried Spitfire asked.
Rarity pushed Applejack aside and smiled, "I ruined my hooficure. WHAT DO YOU THINK HAPPENED?! Now get us out of here!"
Without a response, Rainbow and the Wonderbolts grabbed ahold of the tank and got ready to pull. She called to the girls on the inside, "Alright guys, on 3, I want you guys to push...1...2...3!"
They forced but still struggled and tried to budge the tank but nothing continued to happened. They tried again but still the massive oil container stood solid. Rainbow Dash noticed the fire was getting closer and time was running out. They tried over and over again but got the same result. They were soon all exhausted and had to rest. Fluttershy was getting emotional, "I hope Twilight is ok..."
"I hope so too sugar cube." Applejack acknowledged.
Rainbow assured, "Don't worry ladies, we'll get you out of here."
She then glanced over at the hot, white flames beginning to seep further in struggled to swallow, "...Eventually."
-----
"Have you accepted defeat my dear?" Nova shouted across the tunnel.
The magical ball was now extraordinarily large and the gales swirled dust around it like a cyclone. Twilight was struggling to match Nova's strength and the ball leaned more towards her. Although she still had enough power to withstand the force and with a straining tone, Twilight called him out, "I will never give up!"
He laughed deviously, "I've already won, Twilight! You'll fall victim to me just as the others have fallen!"
Again, his words struck her heart viciously like a smack across the mouth. Suddenly she was reminded of Berry Punch, the stallion being dragged by the guards in Canterlot, all of the imprisoned ponies...and Princess Celestia's horrific end. Twilight soon lost concentration and the cosmic sphere began to loom closer but she was unaware as she continued to drift into the past and remembered the state of the Princess on the cold floor of the laboratory. Witnessing the death in her very hooves, and then the cocky smirk glued to the face of Sparks, that filled Twilight with brute hatred. Nova realized she was lost in her mind and took advantage. Another flash in his glasses illuminated as he pushed the ball at a faster rate. Twilight was still oblivious and went further into the dreadful thoughts. She recalled the gruesome natures of Bradshaw Buckingham and Comet. She smiled to know they were both dead but it didn't remain for long as the Princess re-entered her mind. The last words that she said to Twilight, "He must be stopped at all costs! No matter what, he cannot succeed. Or else he'll surely bring the end of the world as we know it."
With not a moment too soon, Twilight brought herself back into focus and her horn exploded with a beckoning of surging light, sending the thunderball back towards Nova at an incredible rate. His grin was quickly washed away with a stressed look of surprise then for a second struggled to get the enchanted sphere away from him. Twilight was angered to the brink and was determined more than ever to send Sparks flying sky high. He was fascinated yet still dauntless, "Excellent push Twilight Sparkle. But I suggest stop fooling around and show me your true power. Your an embarrassment."
Again his bold smile appeared and with much force, he used an abundance of power in his horn to force the magical essence to travel Twilight's way slowly. This time, she was having trouble to resist. Nova was using a high capacity of power and she felt she wasn't strong enough. She soon realized as it got closer that if the girls didn't arrive soon, she'd be finished. Twilight comprehended the consequences and started to discourage her magic. With one last effort she managed to halt the clairvoyant propelled orb another time. But time was not on her side and soon her magic would start to dwindle.
-----
Meanwhile, Rainbow Dash lead the team, who were still trying to moved the oil tank that blocked their way, "Push!...Push!...Push!......Push!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed forcefully.
"This ain't workin, Rainbow!" Applejack clarified, panting rapidly.
Spike pondered a moment then leaped up on AJ to call out to Dash through the small crack, "Is there anything in the way of it?"
She flew around the tank and shook her head, "Not as far as I can te......Oh for the love of Celestia..."
"What is it?" Asked Applejack nervously.
After a brief facehoof, Dash flew down and removed a large cable running across the floor out of the way, "This electrical cord was acting as some sort of wedge. It must've fallen from the ceiling."
Everypony groaned of irritation and stupidity. Rarity couldn't believe it and was the most bothered, "Your telling me that it was only a simple solution of just pushing that cable out of the way the entire time?"
"...Yeah." Rainbow laughed nervously, rubbing the back of her head.
"Never mind that!" AJ cut in, "We gotta hurry up and help Twilight. Now push!"
With the strength of Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Spike, Rarity, Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy and all three Wonderbolts, they had more than enough power and easily slid the container from the doorway after they had removed the thick cable that sat in their way. Before any other pony could, Spike leaped out and began to kiss the ground then jumped up and wrapped his arms around Rainbow. She was happy for him but found his affection a little too thankful, "Ok Spike calm down, this is embarrassing..."
"Sorry." He laughed.
Rainbow Dash turned to the Wonderbolts, "Guys?"
"What is it?" Soarin answered.
She turned around and pointed out into the other room that lead to the outdoors, but still had a raging inferno, "There's a few of our ponies outside the cave. You guys want to go check on them? We'll be along shortly."
"Sure thing." Soarin nodded.
Like a flash, the Wonderbolts flew off while everypony else ran ahead and galloped towards the stairs...except Applejack. They all looked back and found she was limping very slowly and moaning with every step, "You ok AJ?" Rainbow wondered with fearful concern.
She found herself stumbling all over, leaned against the wall a couple times, then tried to trot. Eventually she became very tired and had to lay down, "It's my leg...I think I put too much pressure on it when we were pushin the tank out...It hurts, I can't move."
Rarity moved everypony aside and tended to her fallen friend, "You all go on ahead. I'll assist Applejack up."
Dash gave an understanding nod, "Alright. Don't take too long though, That fire's spreading and there's a lot of oil in that container."
"Got it." Rarity confirmed as she helped AJ to her hooves.
"Were comin Twilight!" Rainbow shouted as she lead the team upstairs, on their way to Nova's office.
Spike looked back once and winked at Rarity, wishing her luck. She smiled warmly and put Applejack's hoof around her, "Alright, now one step at a time Applejack, we'll get there..."
AJ groaned in slight discomfort, "Mmm...Yes M'am."
-----
Twilight was beginning to run out of steam. The mystic ball of magic started to move down towards Twilight again, this time she could not halt it, only slow it down. But Nova Sparks was fueled by his vindictiveness and forced himself to focus harder, pushing it faster. Twilight was scared, she had hardly anymore strength left in her magic to counter the stallion's effort. She was losing the battle and the ball was only a single meter away from ending it all. She felt the wind at her face and she was forced to keep one eye closed. With a domineering smirk of satisfaction, Nova waved, "Say hello to Celestia for me! It's been...a pleasure to see you off!"
"Twilight!" Pinkie Pie shouted from behind.
"Pinkie?" Twilight gasped.
Her eyes opened and she turned her head slightly, enough to see the pink dot in the corner of her eye. Then a yellow dot, small purple dot, and a blue dot. She soon realized her friends had arrived at last and she filled with happiness and relief. Still she knew she would have to hold off a little longer for she noticed Applejack and Rarity had not arrived yet. But Nova was still persistent and flaunted, "Your too late my friends! She's finished! When this attack reaches her side, you will all be engulfed!"
Her friends lined up along side Twilight. She could feel her confidence grow, and the energy in her magic began to revive. Sparks could feel it as she stopped the mystical ball again and pushed it away once more. Now a new found strength, Twilight was no longer worried among her friends, but Nova had had enough with it all, "You all think you can defeat me? I am Nova Sparks! Emperor of Equestria, scientific genius! I've waited FAR too long for this moment. Project: singularity WILL thrive! Then I shall obtain limitless power and have the world at the tips of my hooves...If you think your pathetic little friendship is so powerful, then just try to stop me!"
Nova used a vast amount of energy he could muster and blasted another orb from his horn and traveled it down his violet illuminated beam which met up with the much larger spellbound sphere, accelerating it at Twilight again. This time with the presence of her friends, she felt reinvigorated and matched Nova's capabilities. Now frustrated with impatience, he finally forced all his energy into complete concentration and blasted yet another magical ball down his beam, again meeting with the larger one. This time Twilight was struggling. Sparks put all his effort into the fight, and she couldn't take the advantage. Everypony began to coil back as the ball moved closer towards them, making Nova's sinister smile to appear once more. Spike tried to charge Sparks but he was quickly foiled as he was struck with a bolt of lightning provoked by the cosmic thunderball, "Spike!" Twilight fearfully hollered.
She lost focus for a second and nearly caused the massive star-like figure to smack into her but caught it in time, although she only slowed it as the ball was still closing in on her. It was no use, she knew she was going to lose and closed her eyes, then shed one tear, "I'm sorry Princess...I've failed you..."
Less than two meters away, the thunderball roared like a hurricane, but that sound was suddenly dulled out over by the sound of a calling voice, "Twilight!...Twilight!"
She opened her eyes quickly and turned as far as she could towards the familiar noise. In the corner of her eye she could find Rarity with Applejack at her side, and a healing smile about her face. Conclusively...All her friends were together once again, and another tear rolled down her eye. This time not of sorrow, but of utter happiness, then it was at that moment, when she knew, Nova Sparks was defeated. Without delay, the six destined comrades knew what had to be done and they all got into formation. Spike crawled to the wall and sat down leaning against it, and watched the spectacle. Nova Sparks versus the elements of harmony. Sparks was puzzled and curious when he noticed the five other mares positioned around Twilight and to his complete shock, he felt his powers weaken as Twilight Sparkle slowed the spiritual sphere to another halt as he failed to get it passed any further. He finally broke a sweat and got a quaking feeling in his hooves. With everything now in preparation, it was time.
Standing valiantly at the sides of Twilight were Rarity, Pinkie Pie, and Applejack. Then above her, flying were Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash. Each of them with a cold, threatening, and victorious look staring directly at the corrupted Nova Sparks. The mystical globe-like figure was now centered and Sparks couldn't counter it anymore. He was outraged and lost his intimidation factor, "This...this cannot be! My manarite...All my technology...My advanced studies. This is ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE!"
Finally with a conquering glare, Twilight concluded, "You fought for yourself and only yourself. We fought for a much greater purpose...For Equestria!"
Nova fearfully retracted back as Twilight's eyes flashed white and her friends closed their eyes to concentrate. One by one, each of their cutie marks let off light and the power of the elements were flowing through their bodies. Then in the blink of an eye a bright flash of light exploded around each of the six mares and the magic was targeted at Twilight's horn, then onto the starlit road leading towards the magical ball that still remained. Twilight let off a second beam, this one, multi-colored with the power of the elements within. The spectrum twisted around her other blue beam and pressed against the sphere, and soon covered it over. It compressed and Sparks lost complete authority. Twilight was in full control and prepared herself to blast Nova Sparks into oblivian. His violet stream of light disappeared as it could do nothing and he began to stumble back out of shear intimidation. Then with one last wave, Twilight let the ball fly and a shock wave was left in it's place. Nova turned around to take off but was no near fast enough in the slightest as the cosmic sphere accelerated and caught him in the back with a violent roar followed by an agonizing outcry.
The girls retreated back as they watched Nova Sparks be consumed into the magical aura as he screamed of distress. Then soon after, the illuminated ball of energy exploded and shot upward, broke the ceiling of the cave and shot into the sky. It peaked and another shock wave was heard as the spectrum filled globe exploded once more and spread over the sky, miles for miles across Equestria, eradicating the effects of Sparks' vindictive spells all at once. What the Princess had hoped, came true and she, and many others were avenged. When the light disappeared and the room went silent, Twilight and the girls looked down the tunnel to the defeated Nova Sparks with the shattered remains of a horn on his forehead, and laying dead on the ground...
Twilight trotted up to him, followed by her five other friends, including a dizzy Spike. Sparks had no movement. A broken horn, burn wounds, scorched parts of his mane, a heavily charred tail, tattered clothing, and a pair of broken glasses. Looking up at the light of the day, Twilight began to nod, then cry while she embraced her friends. They all crowded in for a group hug among the skylight, symbolizing a new era of peace for Equestria. Rainbow Dash looked over at Fluttershy and got her attention. Without saying a word, she stared at her with an interesting look then pointed her head towards the sky. Fluttershy thought for a moment, then knew what she meant. Rainbow flew up and let her tail sag down. She smiled proudly, "Come on guys...Let's get out of here..."
They all agreed and instead of trotting back through the cave, Twilight and Applejack clenched on to Dash's tail while Pinkie, Rarity and Spike took Fluttershy's. Together they lifted up in the air and flew out of the cavern, and into the living daylights that felt so relieving as Rainbow and Fluttershy flew their friends around, admiring their lives for the first time in a while. The era of Sparks' holocaust was over at last and new era of harmony had begun. 
They peered down into Suffolk Valley and seen the remainder of their group who traveled the road and waved up at them. They waved back down smiling and Pinkie shouted down at them with excitement as she usually did. The girls descended towards the canyon grounds to meet with them and they could see more of them survived the assault than they had thought. They approached the ground and landed with the crowd of ponies surrounding them, raising them back up in the air and chanting their names. Whistles and hooves pumping filled Spike and the girls with admiration and they looked back at the mine as they seen the front of it suddenly explode a massive fireball then collapse, sealing the manarite away once and for all. 
Finally they were all let down and Applejack limped a few steps, facing the mine. She remembered Big Macintosh was in that inferno, and expressed a look of depression. She sat down for a moment and scrapped her hoof around the ground. Twilight and her other friends came up behind her and sat down next her. She wrapped her hoof around AJ and leaned into her with a sympathetic tone, "I'm so sorry Applejack..."
Applejack sniffled a few times before she stood up and fixed her hat, then tipped it at the destroyed cave, paying tribute to her brother, "It's ok Twi...If this is what was goin to happen, he would've wanted it this way. As long as he knew the Apple family was safe, he knew the sacrifice was worth it...I'll miss you Big Macintosh....Forever."
They all stood up and turned away from the carnage, then trotted towards home. Home to Equestira, home...to Ponyville. But then Rainbow had an epiphany. She turned around for a moment and pondered. Twilight asked with curiosity, "What is it Rainbow?"
"The missile." She answered, "I don't think it's a good idea to leave it in the middle of the canyon. Anything could happen..."
Twilight pondered and quickly agreed, "Your right...We may have to go walk out and get it."
Dash nodded and looked back at the girls, "You guys want to tag along?"
"Sure, we'll go!" Pinkie bounced excitedly.
The others nodded as well and Twilight notified the group that they were heading off to take care of it. Dash informed the Wonderbolts to make sure that they made it back to Ponyville safely and Spike was to act as team leader until they returned. But before they left, Rarity stepped up to Spike and kissed him, "Be safe Spiky."
"I will Rarity." Spike smiled devotedly.
With Rainbow Dash leading the way, they took off in a different direction, following the still visible rocket exhaust in the sky. Questions still remained. Was it still active? Was there anypony to set it off? Or was it completely deactivated? These questions needed answers and the girls were on their way to clear their minds. Nova Sparks may be defeated, but meteor was a mystery. Although they knew now that no matter what, the Sparks era had come to an abrupt end and they could move on, rebuilding their lives and begin a new chapter over one of the darkest eras in Equestrian history.
[...To be continued] 
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"It's over here you guys!" Pinkie cried out.
Around a large area of the canyon, the girls came together from looking for the missile that Pinkie Pie had just found after two hours of searching. They surrounded the rocket and Twilight dug through the exposed insides. The temperature was much colder than before and the sun was soon going to set. They were only a few miles from Nydeabaen as the icy mountains were visible in the distance. Fluttershy flew around her nervously, "Twilight? Are you sure you know what your doing?"
Twilight nodded confidently, "Don't worry Fluttershy, we got all the time in the world to check this thing out. I'm not making any risky moves without knowing of what I'm doing first."
Rarity flicked her mane in the wind and began to shiver, "But it's going to be dark soon and it's really cold. Can't we come back tomorrow?"
"Rarity, it's full day walk if we try tomorrow. It's already going to take us most of the night to walk home. We might as well figure it out now." Twilight told her.
Applejack stepped in, "I don't know Twi. What if we tried takin it apart and took the bomb part of it with us. That way we can get on home and try to shut this here thingy off at the same time."
Twilight took the idea in while she continued to examine the innards of the missile. But after another couple minutes of frustration, she stepped away from it and scratched the back of her head, "Well it does look a little complicated. I mean it'll take me an hour to dismantle it...Alright, somepony gonna help me unscrew the top of this thing? I forgot my bag in the cave."
Rarity politely moved her aside and used her knowledge in tailoring to concentrate her magic on the small screws that kept the top base intact, "Allow me. Years of dress making have given me an edge in dealing with small details...I'll have this thing off momentarily."
"Thanks Rarity. How's your leg holding up AJ?" Twilight asked with curiosity.
Applejack circulated her leg around and smiled back, "I'm tryin to keep pressure off of it. It's definitely a sprain. A few days off this here leg and I'll be back in full health." Then she sighed as her ears buckled, "I don't the slightest clue on how were gonna rebuild the farm...I mean we got the orchard to replant, a new supply of livestock to order and a brand new Apple Cellar and a barn that'll need put'n up. I only got two front hooves."
"Don't Applejack, we'll help you." Pinkie bounced gleefully.
Rainbow Dash agreed, "Yeah, don't worry about it. We'll have a Sweet Apple Acres up in no time at all."
"Well I was thinkin of callin it somethin else." AJ cut in.
"Really? What're going to name it?" Asked Fluttershy eagerly.
Applejack pondered for a moment and brought her head up with an answer, "I want to name it...Macintosh Ranch or something like that."
Instantly there was a moment of silence. They thought about the ponies they knew, that were victimized by Nova's regime. Berry Punch, The Mayor, their team of freedom fighters, and of course Big Macintosh and Princess Celestia. A few minutes passed and Rarity notified the group that she had the bomb detached, and soon after they carried it off. Laughing and singing as they once did. But on the inside, their innocence was gone, and it was time to go home.
-----
Eight hours later, Twilight and the girls were nearly back in Ponyville after a long trot from the middle of Suffolk Valley and back on the long trail towards Equestria. It was around 3am and the moon was shining bright, illuminating the road once again as it did before. Three of them at a time carried the active bomb. They took half hour shifts and were extremely exhausted when they seen the lights of Ponyville just beyond. This time the lights were not as dim. They were lively bright, as they were a few weeks ago and before the madness of Nova Sparks had begun. That's when Twilight and the girls knew, it was finally over. The dogs, the brainwashed ponies, manarite and the dictatorship were no longer an issue and everything could go back to normal. 
They walked into the silent streets of Ponyville and noticed everything was back in place. All the Nova Sparks propaganda had been removed and no dogs roamed the streets. After the longest few weeks of their lives, they approached the library and stopped at the door. Twilight Sparkle looked around and couldn't be happier. The reminiscence of home, and no more thoughts of danger. Her friends too, gazed around their surroundings, feeling safe and at ease. At last she unlocked the door and smiled, "Come on everypony...Let's get some rest."
Applejack, Rarity, and Pinkie Pie entered first, carrying in bomb then laying it next to the door. Twilight, Fluttershy and Rainbow Dash soon followed, shutting the door behind them. Twi placed her hoof over a light switch and flicked it on.
"SURPRISE!"
All six of them nearly jumped out of their skin of shock when the room brightened. Standing around the library were Aspen, Granny Smith, Applebloom, Dr. Whooves, and another few of Aspen's comrades. Even Trixie and the Wonderbolts showed up. The girls were astonished and Applejack never hesitated to embrace her sister and grandmother. Rainbow Dash flew around, high-hooving the dogs and Wonderbolts, while Twilight Sparkle met with Dr. Whooves for the first time since their last encounter on the road, outside of Sweet Apple Acres, "I knew you'd be back Twilight. I knew you had it in you."
She smiled kindly, "Thank you Doctor...What happened while we were gone?"
Whooves sat down and explained with his hoof on his forehead, "It was bad, I'll tell you that. It got to the point where we were scanned every time we left our house. Not to mention we were banned from leaving the town. Unfortunately...around thirty ponies were executed because they either disobeyed the law, shot trying to escape town, or caught promoting anti-Nova propaganda. It was a dark time. But thanks to Aspen, we were liberated and now we're free to come and go as we please and live the way we want...What a month."
Twilight placed her hoof on his shoulder and smiled down, "It's all over Doctor. We can rest easy now, Nova's gone."
Meanwhile, the Apples remained with each other, and never said a word. Their tears and cheerful smiles were enough to know that they missed one another. Then AJ thought of Big Macintosh and figured she had to break the news sometime. She wiped away her tears and decided to get it over with, "I uhhh, got somethin I gotta tell ya'll."
Granny Smith knew and put her head down and hoof on Applebloom's shoulder, "We know my dear...That blue mare over there told us...We will miss him Applejack. He knows we'll miss him."
Applejack felt the water collect into her eyes and collapsed once again, "...Oh Granny."
She fell into her Grandmother's hooves and burst into sorrow. The first real cry for Big Macintosh who with many others, to be honored for their valiant efforts against the Nova regime. The Apples felt close. Closer than they ever will be, they were reunited and they felt that their worries were over.
In the meantime, Twilight Sparkle turned away from Dr. Whooves as she was tapped on the shoulders by a familiar mare, "Hello Twilight Sparkle."
Twilight smiled back and held her hoof out, "...Trixie. I'm glad you came back."
They shook hooves and Trixie actually had a friendly atmosphere about her, "I am too Twilight, I am too. I've decided to get back into magic shows. I just wanted to tell you one thing before I left."
"Where are you going?" She asked curiously.
"...I'm not sure...Maybe Las Pegasus. But I'm gonna go out there and do what I do best, and that's put on a show." She replied energetically.
Twilight laughed, "That's great! What did you need to tell me?"
She looked at Twilight with a blessed smile and shook her hoof again, "I just wanted to say...Thank you for what you did for me back there. I just want to apologize for everything that happened between us. Even what happened a couple years ago...If it's not too much trouble, could you show a couple pointers?"
Twilight was surprised and teased her, "What? The Great and Powerful Trixie asking a simple pony like ME for pointers?" 
Trixie laughed along, "Yes yes I deserved that one. What do you say...friend?"
Then with a gratified smile, Twilight hugged her which came to Trixie as a surprise, but accepted her compassion, "Sure thing...friend."
Over in the corner with every other pony distracted with each other, Rarity and Spike held hooves and claws with one another by a window and stared up at the moonlit sky, "Spike, I'll never forget how you rescued me..."
The small yet romantic dragon shook his head, "Rarity I already told you, you were the one that pushed that guard off to save my life."
She laughed charmingly, "I wasn't talking about that incident Spiky Wikey...I want to thank you for...loving me, and caring for me all this time. Nopony has ever said those kind of words to me when we were in those retched cells. But even though it was still a dirty cave, I felt safe with you."
Spike looked into her sparkling sapphire eyes that shined like the moon itself then leaned in to kiss her. She too leaned in but suddenly Spike halted for a moment, "What's the matter Spike?"
"Wait..." He told her, searching between his scales.
He scanned over his body then beneath one of his scales was a diamond necklace, and he wrapped it around Rarity's neck and held it up to her eyes. She was wowed and was beginning to tear up, "Oh Spike...Where did you get this?"
"Got it off Bradshaw when he dropped it a while back." He smiled joyfully.
He cradled it in his claws a little longer until leaned in and surprised Rarity with a kiss, then pulled away once more, "Like our love, this diamond will never fail because like this diamond, our love is forever..."
Not being able to hold back her emotions any longer, Rarity began to cry happily and leaned back in to kiss him, "Oooh Spike..."
Everypony in the room finally felt at ease. Harmony was restored to Equestria, Sparks' laws were abolished, the manarite mine was sealed off (perhaps permanently), and Nova Sparks was ultimately defeat once and for all. The only task left was to decommission the bomb that lay dormant. But that was job for another day as Twilight, Applejack, and Rainbow Dash could finally put their hooves to rest until sunrise and get a well needed sleep...or could they?
Among the small party, there was a sudden, very loud, and familiar noise that not only shook the library, but the town as well. Everypony looked around confused and startled, "What the hay was that?" Rainbow hollered.
Then there was a dead silence among the room before the incredibly loud trumpet-like sounds blasted again. The sound then followed with a nervous chill in everypony's body. Twilight turned directly at Applejack with a frightened tone, "You don't think..."
"Naw...It couldn't be." Applejack answered uneasily.
"...It is." Trixie corrected anxiously and worried.
Everypony galloped outside worried to death to hope Trixie was wrong (even herself), but she was not. Roaring in the sky, approaching Ponyville was undeniably the massive Supernova Airship, which expressed severe damage from the previous explosion at the mine. Rainbow Dash freaked out, "How did he survive?! He couldn't have possibly survived the blast we gave him."
"Somethin ain't right here." Applejack shivered.
"You don't say?" Dash mocked angrily.
"How long do we got until it gets here?" Fluttershy timidly asked, shivering behind Twilight.
"About half and hour at the most." She regretfully answered.
Rarity clenched on to Spike in fear, "Oh What are we going to do?"
Meanwhile Pinkie Pie felt her tail begin to twitch, "...Uh oh..."
"What's wrong Pinkie?" Asked Applejack.
She sat down and tried to explain while she forced her tail down, "I think it's my Pinkie Senses acting up. My tails-a-twitchin...That means something is going to fall!"
She ran around screaming, provoking Fluttershy and Rarity to worry as well. Along with the noise, the lights of houses began to flick on and Twilight realized this was going to most definitely cause a panic. Annoyed with her friend's screaming, she turned to Aspen and the Wonderbolts, "Could you guys get them to stop please? I can't concentrate."
"No problem." Spitfire assured.
"Twilight do you think it'll really fall?" Applebloom looked up at her with fearful eyes.
Applejack grasped on to her, as well as her grandmother, "Now don't you go thinkin stuff like that. Twilight'll figure this here problem."
Then she and Twilight stared at each other. AJ noticed the look on her face. It was seen before, that same expression when they were riding to Canterlot in Buckingham's coach. It made her nervous and she thought, "You'll figure this out Twi...right?" 
Pinkie, Rarity, and Fluttershy were soon compromised and Twilight could think at last, but she was drawing blanks. She didn't have a clue on how they were going to stop the ship. But a few feet next to her, staring death in the face, was Rainbow Dash. She thought about it, and thought about it some more, then looked back at the bomb that lay inside the library...Dash gazed up at Supernova once more, and in her eyes, she seen that humongous, and doomed airship begin to change angle and it went from a view, to a kill. It was going to crash.
-----
Meanwhile in the control room of the large ship as it fell from the sky, parts falling like fiery rain, a once prideful Nova Sparks sat pondering in the captain's chair while his real captain, Khan Quest navigated the ship, there wasn't much time left. Sparks wiped the sweat and blood from his forehead. The control room was shrouded in smoke and fire. There was just barely enough visibility to see out the cracked windows. He knew he wasn't going to win this war, but sure damn knew he wasn't going to lose. The blast from the Supernova would incinerate all of Ponyville and collapse all of Canterlot City, killing many thousands of ponies with it. No, he didn't plan on losing. He planned on a draw, on his terms. The devious, disdainful grin arose again as he neared Ponyville. He thought about all the years of work he put into this plan, the years with the Diamond Dogs, developing his technology, recruiting his militia...the waiting game. All this, just to be thwarted by just a trio of mares. Three...Out of the millions of ponies in Equestria. He wasn't going away quietly. The ship was well big enough to destroy everything around it. Rebellion, revolution, all the words that his cutie mark represented meant nothing anymore, except revenge...and revelation. He had lost his army thus he had lost his power factor. The thought about Ponyville and Canterlot drowning in the sea of an inferno, made Nova smile one more time, "Congratulations Twilight, Applejack, Rainbow Dash, you've succeeded in your intentions. You've destroyed my mine, turned most of my army against me, crashed my empire, killed off the remainder of my loyal militia, but...Can you stop the impending calamity that will perpetuate Ponyville's cease of existence? I'm going to blast these cities off the face of the earth. Mr. Quest?"
"Yes your excellence?" Khan replied.
"Have the escape vessel ready." Nova demanded, "Then after you have that done, go up to my office and retrieve all of my documents from my desk."
Quest put the ship on auto-pilot and trotted off, "Of course Mr. Sparks, right away."
Then Sparks held up his hoof, "Oh and one more thing...Since Comet and Bradshaw Buckingham are now...deceased. You are now the No. 2 of my organization."
Khan Quest smiled down on him and shook his hoof, "Thank you very much sir. I won't let you down."
He smiled briefly and nodded, "Yes yes, now go. We haven't got much time."
Finally Quest galloped off throughout the ship and Nova stood up then approached the wheel. He switched off the auto-pilot and took control himself. He looked at a clock, then down at Ponyville only minutes away. His horn was shattered and all that was left was the cracked remains of the base, and his mane was partly scorched. His suit was dusty and torn, and his glasses were slightly cracked. He looked at his fuel gauge and noticed it was running low. He guessed a possible fuel leak then blasted the ominous horn once more. He determined, that it was finally time.
-----
"Rainbow Dash, what are you doing?" Hollered the perplexed Twilight.
Without an answer the girls seen her drag the meteor bomb out then raided into Applejack's saddlebag, "Now what in tarnation are ya doin Rainbow?"
"Just give me a sec." She murmured from inside the bag.
Everypony watched her as she retrived AJ's rope and tied one end of it to the explosive, then fastened the other end around her body. Twilight looked at her very strangely then up at the approaching ship, then realized what she was trying to accomplish and shook her head hastily, "Wait...Your not seriously thinking of doing what I think your doing are you?!"
Then Dash stopped, and looked up at her friend with a concerned frown. She trotted up to Twilight, and embraced her, "I'm going to try set it off and escape at the same time, I know there must be way, and it's really our only option...and you know that..."
"Were goin with ya!" shouted the bold Applejack.
Dash shook her head slowly and explained, "You can't...I need you guys, Spitfire, Soarin, Fleetfoot, and those dogs to evacuate Ponyville immediately. Get everypony to take refuge in the Everfree Forest. There should be some nearby caves that can protect you guys. Make sure everypony is in the deepest part of those caves. Like you said, we only got about half an hour so let's get to it. Plus I gotta carry this bomb up there and you guys know Fluttershy can't carry all of you. I promise I'll stop Nova. Trust me on this guys..."
Everypony stared at her nervously, but then Twilight Sparkle smiled at her with respect and pride, "Your right Rainbow, and we do trust you...We know you'll try your best...Good luck Rainbow Dash, Equestria is in your hooves now."
Dash smiled back and embraced her, "You were always like a sister to me, Twilight. Not only you, but Applejack, Pinkie Pie, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Spike as a brother too."
Then she turned around to each of her friends and trickled a tear with a caring smile, "I just want to let you guys know...If I don't come back, I love you girls."
Immediately they all broke down and crowded around each other, trying to make the moment last as long as they could. But they knew time was not an expendable factor, and Rainbow Dash forced herself to break from the pack. Before she flew off, Rainbow looked around at everypony that gave her their own strengths. She felt Twilight's intellect, Applejack's determination, Pinkie's aura of happiness, Fluttershy's innocence, Rarity's consideration, and Spike's everlasting hope...These aspects of courage pushed her ahead and she waved good-bye.
"Go get em RD!" Spike shouted proudly.
"Be safe Rainbow..." Fluttershy smiled.
"...Good luck my dear friend." Rarity cried with sorrow and admiration.
"Yeah make him pay once and for all!" Pinkie asserted passionately.
Then Aspen, Trixie and her fellow Wonderbolts showed up to see her off, and she shook hooves with both of them, "Thanks, you guys."
"Your going to do fine." Aspen encouraged.
The Great and Powerful one agreed, "Surely you can win...He's powerless without an army."
Then together, Spitfire, Fleetfoot and Soarin padded her on the back. Spitfire laughed, "Hey when you get back, we'll have your uniform ready."
Finally, Twilight Sparkle and Applejack said their farewells, and waved for good luck. Applejack acknowledged her, "We've been through a lot but boy howdy! Nopony has shown more spunk than you Rainbow Dash, and I jus know yer gonna bring it to that guy."
Twilight nodded confidently, "Yeah, and remember. This isn't for us, not for the Princess, but for everypony...For Equestria!"
"For Equestria!" Rainbow repeated loudly with her hoof up high.
Then at last she faced the Supernova's direction and looked up, and flapped her wings to start. One more time, she looked back and winked to her friends. It was time for her to come face to face with the stallion that once tore the world away from everypony and was trying to do it again. Her wing speed accelerated and she soon lifted off the ground. At first she had difficulty flying due to the dense and complicated warhead, but after a little more effort, she managed to get it airborne. Dash contemplated to peek back one last time, but forced herself not to. All she wanted on her mind was Nova and she remembered how anxiously she wanted to get her hooves on him. Now she had that chance. She flew onward, approaching the eerie ship. Then as Rainbow heard the commotion begin to arise behind her, she thought to herself, "I don't know how you survived after that blast you took, but this is one Pegasus...you should not have messed with."
[...To be concluded]
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Chapter 28 Living Is The Way We'll Die 
As Nova steered his deteriorating ship, he cackled over the thought of the widespread destruction he predicted to engulf Ponyville and Canterlot City whole. But what really made him laugh, was knowing that Twilight and her friends would be vaporized. Then suddenly his eyes began to focus in on a multi-colored figure veering towards the ship. The spectrum dot was Rainbow Dash, zeroing in. The grin disappeared immediately from the sinister stallion as he pushed the ship even faster. Rainbow closed in and spun around, using the still active explosive as a wrecking ball against the control room wind-shield. It shattered through and Nova ducked out of surprise. But Dash flew through the opening and kicked Nova against the wall which he could not avoid, "Alright Nova. You and me...This is it!"
Sparks picked himself up and scoffed at her, "Your too late Rainbow Dash...Don't you ever give up? There's nothing you can do. This ship is filled with explosives...In a matter of minutes my plans will succeed. As you can see, I've locked the controls. The ship cannot be stopped. It will crash into your town, consuming everything and everypony in a cataclysmic explosion that will surely eradicate the majority of Canterlot City, and vaporize Ponyville. Thousands will perish, and I'll be out of here, in an escape vessel destined for the outskirts of New Buck City."
Nova laughed deviously as he grabbed the fire hatchet that lay in the broken glass case on the wall. Then he peered up at a clock on the wall and looked back with a cocky smirk, "Five minutes...Five minutes is all I have to play with you. Before I go out with a bang, I'll have your head. Let's finish this shall we?"
Rainbow raised a slight grin then lunged forward with a high-flying kick but it was swiftly dodged by Nova who then swung the axe at her. To his disappointment, he missed her body but caught her tail against the wall and chopped most of it off. He tried to take the axe out of the wall, then looked at her. Before he could react, she already came back at him with a furious roundhouse kick, "For Berry Punch!" she shouted angrily.
He fell to the floor then tripped her up by kicking the back of her hooves and Dash fell on top of him. She went to use her wings until Nova reached around one side of Rainbow, took his two front hooves and broke her right wing. She cried out in pain which distracted her long enough for Sparks to get the opportunity to get up and extract the axe from the wall. Smoke was all around the room and much of the ships functions were malfunctioned, causing electrical sparks to fly from the controls and provoke other fires on deck. But despite the visibility issues, he trotted back over psychotically and prepared to slam the axe down on the injured pony with a crazed grin. But then with quick thinking, she coiled back her leg and kicked him in the shin. Nova dropped the axe and clinched onto his leg. Then the weapon landed, inches within Rainbow's head. She stared at it momentarily and skipped a heart beat, then got up and charged at Nova with a headbutt, "For the Mayor!"
He sprang back against the wall, shaking his head frantically. Dash proceeded quickly to activate the bomb but Nova took notice immediately and tackled her down before she could find an activator. Sparks forced himself on top of her, "I won't let you ruin this for me now you resilient little twit!"
Rainbow struggled and groaned, "I'll...Never...Let you win!...FOR EQUESTRIA!"
She got leverage and used her bottom hooves to monkey flip Nova off of her, making him crash into the ship controls, accidently activating an override button, speeding up the doomed ship. Both of them fell over again as they felt the ships pace increase rapidly.
-----
Meanwhile down below, just outside Ponyville, Twilight and the others organized an immediate evacuation and directed everypony in town to follow Aspen and the other dogs into the Everfree Forest while the Wonderbolts scaled the entire town for more refugees, "Come on everypony! Follow that line! GO, GO, GO!" Spitfire commanded. 
Then suddenly there was another groaning from the airship, scaring everypony into further anarchy. Pinkie looked up and realized it had sped up and screamed, "It's speeding up! It's coming!"
Her outburst provoked Twilight's single-file, organized line to switched into a rushing surge of Ponyville citizens who fled as fast as they could into the depths of the forest, "Pinkie!" Twilight scolded.
"Oops...Sorry." She frowned.
"Ya think Rainbow's ok up there?" Asked a worried Applejack.
Twilight stared up at it for a moment, then nodded with a encouraging smile, "I'm sure of it. Rainbow's not the one to give up so easily."
They heard a voice call from the sky. It was Soarin, "Twilight Sparkle, that's everypony we could find. The towns clean."
"Great! Did you tell Aspen to radio Canterlot to warn them?" She shouted back.
"Done and done!" Soarin saluted.
Twilight pointed to the Everfree Forest, "Alright, you guys help the ponies along. We'll stand by and wait."
"Got it!" the Wonderbolts all hollered as they flew into the woods, leaving a trail of smoke behind them. 
At last Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, Rarity, Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie and Spike huddled in at the edge of the Everfree Forest and waited, then prayed the best for Rainbow Dash. Cheering her on in spirit. There was not a dry eye in attendance as they watched the ship begin to crumble away, they now realized that this chapter of their lives was going to end no matter what...In tragedy, or triumph.
-----
Back aboard the ship, Nova was still stunned, and Rainbow looked all over the bomb for some way to activate a timer. But time ran out as Sparks got to his hooves and charged at Dash, knocking her against the wall then giving him an open chance to lift the explosive and toss it out the shattered window. Rainbow prevented him once again by jabbing him across his head and ultimately knocking off his already cracked glasses in the process, which finally shattered on the ground. Nova felt around the ground and found the frames, "You damn filly! Die already!"
Suddenly part of the ceiling gave away above Rainbow and landed on top of her, breaking her other wing beneath the weight. She moaned over her injured wings as she was trapped underneath the collapsed ceiling. Nova wielded the axe again on the other side of the room and approached her, intending to behead the Pegasus with a deviant look on his face, "I owe you an unpleasant death, Miss Dash."
With literally moments to spare, when Nova raised the axe up, Rainbow quickly grabbed a large shard of glass from the fallen debris and shanked Nova in the ankles, "...And this one's for Big Macintosh!" 
He buckled again and screamed bitter pain, tending to his legs once more. This gave Rainbow enough time to push some of the rubble off her to get up. She crawled from it and made her way to the bomb a third time. Shrouded in smoke and fire, she found it hard to look it over and noticed the ship was now only minutes away from passing the fields of Sweet Apple Acres. Nova wiped the blood from his hooves and picked up the hatchet with his teeth. Rainbow was too focused on the warhead and didn't notice when Sparks snuck up from behind her. He took the axe from his mouth, into his hooves and smiled shrewdly. Then swiftly brought the hilt of the weapon around as fast as he could and pulled it back hard to choke her, "I finally got you! You bloody tramp!"
Rainbow urged and attempted to push the axe away from her neck but Nova was too strong. With only one choice, she backed up into the wall, hoping he'd let go. She kept thrusting against the wall harder and harder but it was no use. The more she restrained, the more tighter he'd grip. Dash soon felt herself fading away, strength weakening, "I can't do it...He's too strong...I'm finished."
Nova Sparks cackled victoriously...and Rainbow thought about Ponyville's catastrophic fate, the disastrous explosion, the lives lost, hundreds left without families, all the work put in to saving Equestria would go to waste...
These thoughts...These thoughts abruptly triggered a momentous fury deep within the soul of Rainbow Dash. She became enraged and felt her strength come back for one more round, she would not fall, wouldn't give in...Wouldn't, give...up! Dash noticed the broken glass case from which the axe came from. Nova smirked even harder, thinking that it was useless for her to even try to overthrow him. But Rainbow kept struggling to line herself up with the case. At last Sparks cried out proudly, "Give up Rainbow Dash! You CAN'T WIN! I AM...SCIENCE!"
Rainbow used the last bit of breath she had and said very hoarsely yet boldly, "...FOR PRINCESS CELESTIA!"
Without knowing what was behind him, Dash thrashed back as hard as she could against the case...and the shards of glass stuck straight into the backside of Nova Sparks. His jaw dropped opened and tears of pain ran down his face. His back tensed up and he instantaneously let go of the axe that held Rainbow in the dangerous vice grip. She took a deep gasp of relief, and Nova dropped to the ground on his flank then gave an anguish outcry. Rainbow washed the blood from her lips and grabbed the axe. This time, the tables were turned as he was down on the floor shouting in agony, she took the blunt side of the axe and broke Nova's two back hooves. This sparked Sparks to screech of something awful as Rainbow threw the axe out the window then approached the bomb for the possible fourth and last time. She looked under it and at last found an activation switch. Once more, she looked over at the defeated mastermind, and the sight of the broken Stallion filled her with satisfaction. They had finally overcome the odds of his powerful super magic, eliminated his army, and killed off Bradshaw and Comet. All the sacrifices made...Rainbow Dash decided it was time to make sure they weren't for nothing. She shut her eyes, and one tear streamed down her cheek, "I love you girls...forever...Good-bye..."
She lowered down to flick the switch and a blank look of painful defeat, spread over the face of Nova Sparks...He...was defeated at last.
-----
Then moments later, the girls down below watched as a white flash of light flickered from the control room of the ship. Followed by a dull roar in the distance. Everypony listened in, it was the ship, different parts of the Supernova flung off and blasted away; Wings, windows, fins, satellites, doors, etc. The roar got louder and Applejack cried out as she knew what was coming, "IT'S GONNA BLOOOOOOOOW!"
No sooner the words were out of her mouth, the very bottom of the hull exploded with tremendous force. Everypony took cover and dove to the ground, covering their heads. Finally there was a massive surging blast, like a mushroom cloud, that lit up the sky, debris fell everywhere, and the blast created hurricane-like forces. The girls held on to each other as the entire ship vaporized in mid-flight. The blasts went on for two whole minutes before it started to calm down.
Then Applejack, Twilight Sparkle, Rarity, Spike, Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie looked up and realized...Rainbow Dash was gone. There was a moment of silence between the girls, "She's...Gone..." Twilight muttered grievously as tears collected in her eyes.
Applejack removed her hat and lowered her head, "She saved us all. No more Rainbow..."
Rarity gave a brief laugh and then began to cry, "I guess she knew it was the only way."
Pinkie sat down, depressed and collapsed into her hooves, "Rainbow..."
They gathered around and consoled one another. They mourned and cried over the loss of their courageous friend. Dash had sacrificed her loyal self for the good of Equestria. She had saved everypony's life. As they cried and cried the smoke began to clear and the moonlight broke through, and on this night, they would never forget the ultimate sacrifice Rainbow Dash made...For Equestria.
-----
Three days passed, and everything was only beginning to go back to normal, and while the citizens of Ponyville, along with the dogs cleaned up the remains of the ship. They failed to come across any remains of Rainbow Dash. Nothing, not a thing. But Twilight and the girls vowed to hold a vigil in memory of all those lost, during the darkest chapter of Equestrian history since the days of Discord. There were crying eyes everywhere at that memorial. Etched into a plaque, carved from a slab of rock from Suffolk Valley to be displayed in the town square, was the names of everypony who perished from Sparks' reign. With the names Big Macintosh, and Rainbow Dash at the very top of the list. Each of the girls gave their own eulogies and finally found closure to the tragedy.
After the vigil, they all went back to leading their lives. Although it would never be the same for Twilight Sparkle or Applejack. The next morning following the memorial, Applejack with help from her other relatives around Equestria, started their duties to clean up the field. They replanted the trees and began reconstruction for a new barn. As everypony pitched in, Applejack herself, tore down the sign calling "Sweet Apple Acres", and replaced it with a banner naming "Macintosh Plains". Then AJ wrapped her hoof around her little sister Applebloom and kissed her. Then the two siblings galloped off into the fields and played into the long hours of the night, not having a care in the world. A promise kept for her younger kin. This whole experience had brought them closer together, strengthening their bond.
-----
Trixie was never seen in Ponyville again after her last visit. But before she left, she made her peace with Twilight. They let by gones, be by gones, and said their farewells. But it was heard that she finally found success out in the big city Las Pegasus. Getting her name in the books and rightfully earning respect as the Mare of Magic, and all she needed was a little help. Ponies say that she now has her very own show with hired assistants and all. Wowing the crowd every night, she always pays homage to her friend Twilight, at the end of every show.
-----
As for Aspen and his fellow canine comrades, they decided to move on and become security guards in Canterlot. To earn respect for themselves and do what they do best. He never explained why he kissed Twilight that one afternoon, but something told her, that it wasn't out of romance...it was for appreciation.
-----
Meanwhile back at Carousel Boutique, Rarity resumed to her fashion designing, as if nothing had interfered. Except now she had a new found inspiration with Spike at her side. Every morning, the caring dragon dropped a single rose at her doorstep, and Rarity always showed her appreciation with a basket of gems for her lover every evening. Twilight and the others found the two inseparable, but never minded it. They were happier than ever. Two of a kind. Despite their physical differences, they knew their hearts did not lie. The power of love, is certainly a curious thing.
----- 
Fluttershy returned to her animals as normal, but now felt more confident, and less afraid of her fears. In a very subtle and mysterious way, she had to thank Nova Sparks for toughening her up, and helping her realize that there are many more things to be afraid of, than a shadow, and even a dragon. Even her timid personality faded some what and her charisma rose. Pushing herself to even ask a stallion on a date. She finally felt great about herself, and knew she could accomplish much more in the future.
-----
With Pinkie Pie, as a welcome back reward, the Cakes offered a partnership and was now the owner of 50% of Sugar Cube Corner. Which meant greater responsibilities, but also brought big business and a greater monthly revenue. She promised to maintain her duties, leaving out her bouncing personality out of the equation when necessary...Most of the time.
-----
And what would happen to the throne? Days after, Twilight was called up by a special invitation from Aspen himself at the palace and was met with a familiar face. Celestia's successor would be Princess Luna. Although Twilight was not pleased with her majesty's neglect. Luna explained that Nova's dark magic prevented her from even interfering with his work in the slightest. But she knew of everything that had happened and told her that after the strike from the elements of harmony, it was as if a magical barrier was lifted and Luna was free from her prohibition. She deeply apologized with great regret and looked up at a portrait of her sister. Then decreed, that Twilight Sparkle, Applejack, and even Rainbow Dash were to become members and official agents, on her majesty's secret service.
-----
At last, Twilight Sparkle returned to her studies, and continued to manage the library. One day, she eventually came across her saddlebag once again and found the piece of manarite in her bag. She picked it up in her hooves and placed it on a window sill, to remind herself of a difficult journey, and to symbolize a victory well earned. Not a day went by when she didn't think about Rainbow. But she didn't let her feelings get in the way of living a normal life. Except she felt even closer to her friends than ever. 
After the entire events that went on in Ponyville, Canterlot and the Canyons, she knew that harmony can be threatened and the world can be torn from her in the clop of her hooves, yet harmony could always find a way to restore itself. Twilight looked out her window and gazed up at the sky. She knew that Princess Celestia and Rainbow Dash were looking down on her, and that they were proud of her. Even after the offers that Sparks threw at her of domination and magical supremacy, Twilight remained loyal and always found herself saying it whenever she thought about it, "Equestria was not enough."
-----
...One year later...
-----
"Howdy Pinkie!" Applejack greeted as she proudly trotted through the doors of Sugar Cube Corner.
The pink pony bounced with excitement up to the counter, "Oh Hiya Applejack! What are you doin today?"
AJ wiped sweat from her head and spoke loud and said it proud, "Well I jus came from the ranch with great news!"
"Oooo What is it?" Pinkie asked ecstatically and anxiously.
Applejack left for a few seconds and came back in with a trolley of freshly picked, ripe apples, "Our first crop of the year! Boy howdy, I gotta say that these babies are the best I've seen in years. In fact...I was just on my way to the market with em."
Pinkie Pie congratulated her, "Wow great job! I bet it will bring a lot of money to your farm!"
She agreed laughing, "You betcha! This oughta help pay off for a new apple celler. Ya think I can get a drink? I'm mighty thirsty."
"Sure thing." Pinkie smiled gladly.
As Applejack took a seat within one of the booths, she heard the sound of the door and turned to see Fluttershy trotting in wearing an emerald necklace. She whistled impressively, "Look at the size of that rock! Where'd ya get that Fluttershy?"
The still very timid pony blushed and felt embarrassed. But she smiled back gleefully, "Oh This? Do you like it? Navy gave it to me..."
"Are ya still datin that steed? How long has it been now? 10 months?" She asked curiously.
"A whole year!" Fluttershy answered flapping her wings joyfully.
Applejack grinned, "You really like him don't ya?"
Fluttershy avoided eye contact for a minute, stared at her jewel, then back up at AJ nodding cheerfully, "I do."
"I thought so." She smiled.
The door chimed again and this time Twilight walked in levitating a letter, "Hey there Fluttershy. Hey have you seen A...Applejack! There you are. I received a letter from Princess Luna. She wants to see us in Canterlot on thursday. It's important."
Applejack nodded and stretched back in her seat, "Yeah yeah, it's always important with that Princess. What have you been doin anyways?"
Twilight chuckled, "Just came from the library. Finished up doing some chores. Spike was supposed to do em but he ran out on me this morning after he got some package in the mail. I haven't seen him since."
"Maybe it's a bouquet of roses this time." AJ joked.
Everypony laughed and Twilight nodded, "Yeah probably...Oooo What a nice necklace there Fluttershy! Navy Blue?"
"Yes." She answered softly.
Twi was impressed, "Getting serious is it? I mean it's been about a year now. I mean even though he lives up in Cloudsdale, he still spends a lot of time with you."
With a humored giggle, Fluttershy approved, "I know. It's so wonderful. He's just like me! Kind, a Pegasus, good with animals and loves the outdoors."
Applejack chuckled, "Well he's certainly not shy. I'd figure that'd be a drawback."
"Oh Not at all. He doesn't care that I'm shy. He loves me for who I am, and I feel the same way." She assured.
Twilight smiled tenderly, "Well were very happy for you, right Applejack?"
AJ nodded happily as well, "Of course we are Sugar Cube. I jus like teasin ya. Although no offense and all but, I never thought you'd be the one to ask him out."
Then all of a sudden, Spike and Rarity barged through the door blissfully, hoping around with pure excitement. Twilight tried to calm them down, "Guys! Guys! Take it easy. What's going on?"
They halted but shook with ecstacy. Spike kissed her and asked her quickly, "You want to tell them or should I?"
"Oh You tell them darling..." Rarity pleaded with enthusiasim.
"Tell us what?" Pinkie bounced out randomly.
Applejack rose from her seat, "Yeah what's on the go?"
Spike hesitated a paused for the moment to heighten the mood, "...Rarity and I ARE GETTING MARRIED!"
Immediately everypony screamed and crowded in for a joyous group hug, and after two minutes of "congratulations" and "I'm so happy for you's", Rarity showed the girls the earrings Spike proposed with. Everypony was amazed, "Are those real diamonds?" Twilight asked in slight state of shock.
"They are!" Rarity hopped excitedly and smooched Spike once again.
"When is the wedding going to be?" Fluttershy wondered.
Spike scratched his head and laughed, "Well were not sure yet but I figured I'd seal the deal now for the future."
"And I couldn't be happier, Spiky Wikey...Darling you're the best!" Rarity hugged him, crying happy tears.
"Looks like everything goes up from here." Twilight beamed happily.
Applejack agreed, "Yeah...I hope this don't sound too corny but I love you girls, and of course you as well, Spike...Congratulations once again."
-----
As the days passed on, they soon forgot and never mentioned Nova Sparks or his cronies ever again. Perhaps it was most likely repressed but the fact remained, harmony had thrived over the psychotic dreams and dark magic that Sparks lived by...and died by. Although Rainbow Dash seemed to mentioned nearly everyday. Somewhere, somepony would mention her at least once. Because of her passion for loyalty, she gave her life and allowed her fellow Equestrians to survive. Everypony moved on, and celebrated life. In the atmosphere of harmony...
[...Finis...]
End of "Equestria Is Not Enough"...But......



Twilight Sparkle and the girls will return...



...in....



"The Art Of The Kill" 
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