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		Prologue: Enter the History



Prologue: Enter the History

After the terrible events at Ponyland especially involving Ben's secret heritage to both Princess Celestia and Captain Jack Silver, Twilight and her friends were taking a break from the fight and war for a week. 
They were now at Castle of Friendship's meeting chamber for some meeting and discussion about what to do next. They were all looked very lazy as they weren't sitting down properly.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "So boring. Does anypony got any idea of what we want to do? And please, don't say we need to find the bad guys coz we don't even know where to find."
Applejack groaned, "Nopony would suggest that. You're the only pony who loved to pick a fight."
Fluttershy nodded in agreement, "And it's very scary too. I don't like fighting either."
"But Rainbow Dash does have the point," Rarity admitted, "It is boring since last week's event especially we learned that Ben is biologically son of Princess Celestia. And not to mention, his step-siblings especially Strikespell are actually Ben's Half-Siblings."
"What shock the most is that Strikespell secretly sent the presents for Ben every birthday, Hearth's Warming and more and more!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed happily before she fell to the ground hard, "Well, I don't know what else to do. Not even my party can make ponies smile, that is so forever. Twilight, are you sure you don't have the idea?"
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Unfortunately, no. I don't know what else to do. No Friendship Lesson. No War. No Map summoning us. Absolute nothing."
"I can't believe it." The familiar voice exclaimed. Mane Six looked up and found Ben, Spike and Nyx entered the area. Spike continued, "How can you complain so easily about taking day off? We should at least be grateful that we don't have to worry about the attack."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I know, Spike. It's just that we don't know what else to do. If you have the idea, I would like to hear one."
"I have one," Nyx cheered happily. Everyone turned and looked at her. She continued, "Have you ever wonder how Mystic Ponies even existed in the first place? Or maybe how the ponies become one last thousand years ago? I'm always curious of how Grandpa Azure Phoenix and Grandma Celly met and married."
Ben chuckled in amusement, "And also wonder why Mr. Strikespell loved to be moody. Yeah, I always wonder how earning Mystic Magic works. And not to mention, I become one. But why?"
Mane Six gave in some thoughts for the moment while humming. They all smiled while nodded in agreement.
"Sure, why not?" Twilight Sparkle agreed, "I've always wanted to know more about Mystic Ponies since my books doesn't have much information about them. What better way to get to know more about them is asking who has been with them since 2,000 years ago."
Everyone smiled in amusement while nodded in agreement. They know what Twilight Sparkle was referring to.
Pinkie squealed happily, "ROAD TRIP!"
---------------------------------------------
At Canterlot Castle's Throne Chamber...
"She what?! My mother and aunt aren't here?!" Ben asked in shock.
Alfred sighed and nodded in agreement, "They went to Mystic Council for important meeting - involving the enemies matters especially Dark Curse. I'm so sorry, Master Ben - coming here for nothing."
Ben sighed, "It's okay. Thanks for the help, Alfred."
Alfred smiled and nodded in understanding, "If you want some information, I suggest you should try library."
"Books again?" Rainbow Dash asked in annoyance, "So boring..."
"And not to mention, we're so done with flashbacks. That is so old news," Pinkie Pie commented before dressed as Marty McFly costume, "We should do this! This would be awesome!"
Rarity gasped in concern, "You're not suggesting time travel? That could create catastrophe!"
"Pinkie Pie, that was stupid idea," Ben exclaimed in concern, "If we do that, we might end up change the history. Who knows what kind of future we might end up to?"
Applejack nodded in agreement, "And hopefully, it's not the future Twilight warned us about. I don't even want to go there."
"Ooh. I don't even want to think or imagine of it," Fluttershy commented fearfully.
Twilight Sparkle rolled her eyes in annoyance, "It's better than doing nothing or even try to attack the enemies head on. Come on. And there's one place to go! To Library."
---------------------------------------------
Twilight and her friends arrived at the Mystic Library. They all began searching and looking for some books that will help them to know more about Mystic Ponies, history and biology especially how the mortal's accession to immortal.
As Twilight and her friends continued their search, Nyx heard the strange voice she never heard before. She decide to follow it. Spike noticed it. He followed her to where she was going.
After learning about the books from the Mystic Librarian, Twilight Sparkle groaned in upset, "I can't believe it! The books we're looking for are taken!"
Ben sighed, "I was hoping I can learn more about how Princess Celestia and Azure Phoenix fall in love with each other especially my brothers and sisters."
"I'm sorry for this," Applejack apologized, "I guess we come here for nothing. I was looking forward to know about this."
"Not really. These books were awesome," Rainbow Dash commented in amusement. Everyone turned to her as they found her looking at the 3D Holographic of Daring Do and her first adventure. She whistled, "I didn't know these things can turned into 3D animation!"
Pinkie Pie giggled happily as she put headset on her ears, "And don't forget that these books got music! Being Mystic Pony is so awesome! I want to become one!"
"But we still don't know how, Pinkie. We can't just simply become one without knowing how progress works," Rarity explained in concern. She hissed, "It's different from Alicorn because ponies have to prove and earn the wings and horn from any species."
Twilight Sparkle nodded in agreement, "I agree. We need to know more these ponies. And the only one who knows about them are not here. These Mystic Ponies are very busy these days."
"Uh... Has anyone see Spike and Nyx?" Fluttershy asked in concern.
Twilight and her friends noticed it as they all wondered where did Spike and Nyx go.
---------------------------------------------
At the Book of Ages, Nyx was approaching to the giant book on book stand. She touched on it for the moment. It glowed in golden yet brightly while she sighed calmly.
"So, it was you. You called me. Why?" Nyx asked as she listened to ambiguous voice. She hummed as she opened the book's first page, "Okay, what's next?"
"NYX! What are you doing?!" Spike exclaimed in concern.
Nyx turned and found Spike was standing on the entrance. And just before she could do anything, the book glowed brightly again while it sparkled for the moment. She noticed it but for some reason. It grabbed and dragged her into it.
Nyx screamed, "Heeeellllppppppp!"
Spike gasped, "Nyx! Not again!"
As Spike headed towards Nyx, he quickly pulled her out but instead got dragged into it. Twilight and her friends entered as well. They gasped as they quickly helped them by pulling both Spike and Nyx out. However, they got pushed into the book, and even Pinkie Pie jumped into it happily.
Book of Ages closed the book cover at once, sealing Twilight and all of her friends in it...
---------------------------------------------
Twilight Sparkle and all of her friends moaned and groaned as they slowly standing up. They found themselves in the empty world with no sign of life or anything at all.
"Where the hay are we?" Applejack asked in concern.
"I don't know. I think someone has some explanation to do," Twilight Sparkle said firmly and sternly as she turned and glanced at Nyx, "Well, what is going on?"
Nyx sighed, "I really don't know. All I know is that I followed the voice to the book. And the next, we're here."
"Who is this voice?" Ben asked in concern.
Rarity nodded in agreement, "Why would he or she want you use the Book of Ages? Everyone knows it's very dangerous to use especially the enemies may take advantage of it."
"I don't like where this is going," Fluttershy said in concern.
"Well, whatever or whoever it is," Rainbow Dash gave a clenched on her hooves, "He'd better be prepare to get some knuckle sandwich!"
"Or maybe we can ask him," Pinkie Pie said happily.
"Who?" Spike asked in concern as he looked around the area, "There's no one here."
"Yes, there is. Right, Mr. Narrator?" Pinkie Pie asked happily.
Twilight groaned, "Pinkie Pie, this is not the time for-!"
"Right, you are, Pinkie Pie..."
Twilight and her friends but Nyx yelped in surprise and shock of what they just heard. They then screamed in fear. They looked around in search for the person or pony spoke to him.
"What the hay was that?!" Rainbow Dash asked in shock.
"A ghost?!" Applejack asked in shock and concern.
Fluttershy quivered in fear, "I don't like it! I wanna go home now!"
"Please, don't hurt us! Take our money! Just take us home!" Rarity dramatically cried.
Ben groaned, "Yuko! Stop with the joke, seriously! This isn't funny!"
"Girls... Calm down," The narrator said calmly, "There is no reason for you to be frightened. You're in no danger."
"Who-?! What are you?!" Twilight Sparkle asked in concern.
Nyx gulped, "Please don't kill us. We didn't mean to touch your stuffs!"
"No girls. It's fine." The narrator said calmly, "I am the Narrator of Book of Ages. And I brought you because you seek knowledge of Mystic Ponies' existence, history and even its biology. And I shall provide what you needed to know and learn, my little pony."
"Really?" Rainbow Dash asked in surprise, "There's something."
Fluttershy hummed, "He did say he's the Narrator of Book of Ages. Definitely he knows about them a lot."
"So, we're here to learn the history?" Twilight Sparkle asked in surprise. She giggled happily, "This is going to be awesome!"
Nyx giggled, "Me too! I can't wait to learn more especially how Grandpa Azure and Grandma Celly meet! It's like listening to the story!"
Spike rolled his eyes in amusement, "Hopefully, it's not so boring like before."
"One dumb question - how are you gonna show us?" Ben asked curiously.
"I'll show you," Narrator said in amusement, "Are you ready to traverse across the flow of history?"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked at each other for the moment. They then smiled and nodded in agreement.
Narrator sighed, "Now, let us begin with-!"
"Wait! What's your name?!" Pinkie Pie asked. Everyone and even Narrator was silent and quiet for the moment. She scoffed, "Come on. Everypony needs a name. Can't just call you 'Mr Narrator', now can we?"
"Well, I supposed not. My name is Michael," Narrator introduced.
Pinkie giggled, "Okay, Michael! We can start now!"
Narrator sighed, "Let us begin with the very first war between Equestria and Mystic Ponies. Learn how they became from enemies to friends. And the birth of Royal Sisters. Let me show you..."
"Now this, I gotta see," Ben exclaimed happily. He chuckled, "I can't wait to see how cute mum and Aunt Luna are."
---------------------------------------------
The group, after their view is cleared, find themselves in a blank area. The "Dynasty Warriors 7 Credits Theme Song" begins to play.
"Ooooh. Theme music." Pinkie said with a smile, making her friends chuckles.
"So is this the past?" Nyx ask the narrator.
"Correct. But be warned, my friends. Once you entered the realm of history, you must not change or even misled the characters to wrong direction. What happen before has already happened now. All you can do is watch."
"So, we're like invisible to them or something?" Twilight ask the Book of Ages puzzled.
"No. They can see and feel you. But you must avoid changing its course and historical event. No matter how badly and tempted you wanted to change, avoid it, in order to ensure the present remains the same as you remembered."
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Great. So, we can't do anything at all?"
"You can. But don't change of what may or yet to happen. Remember that..."
"Sure. Let's get started." Ben said, determined and anxious to begin.
The area or the scenery Twilight and her friends were standing in slowly begin shape-shifting and changing into a greenish green field-like area.
"Ooh! This is like watching a movie but best is that we're inside of it!" Pinkie said, giggling in delight.
Rainbow Dash squealed happily, "Awesome!"
"It's nice." Fluttershy said meekly.
"Interesting." Twilight said with a nod.
"Darn tootin'." Applejack said in agreement.
"Boring!" A familiar voice snaps. Everyone turns to see Phobos standing. "Hey, about time you guys notice me."
"Just keep quiet, please." Rarity said as the heroes begin focus by what's going on in front of them.
After surviving the Windigos' snow storm attacks, especially creating the Fire of Friendship Magic, Princess Lauren and her seven friends emerged from the caves while looking at each other smiling happily. They nodded their heads in agreement. It's time to find a new nation that will forever be known.
They all gathered their own species at the land they have found and founded together. The leaders then named the land - Equestria. Both ponies and other creatures are united and lived together as one in peace and harmony.
The narrator begins, "Following the foundation of Equestria, several yet different creatures across the land have come and united as one due to the valiant effort and unity of seven ponies - Princess Lauren Iris Crystal, Clover the Clever, Private Pansy, Smart Cookies, Princess Platinum, Commander Hurricane and Chancellor Puddinghhead. And thus, it begins the age of harmony and peace between species across the land. They worked and built the cities, towns, residences and villages to live and work happily as well as supporting their leaders and founders of Equestria."
Five months later...

At the Ancient Castle, Princess Lauren and her loyal allies were dealing with the affairs. They received word from the Royal Guard about a mysterious messenger looking for her. They then met the mysterious messengers in their golden armored ponies at the throne chamber. Who is it?
"Five months later... As Equestria continued grew prosperity and harmony, Princess Lauren continued to rule the land with fairness, compassion, kindness, decisive and firm. It was very peaceful."
The mysterious messengers reported of what they are and where they came from. They even gave the message to Princess Lauren and her friends. 
"One day, the mysterious ponies claiming themselves to be Mystic Ponies from the Realm of Mystic have come and seek her audience-"
It unfortunately provoked her and others. They learned something shocking behind the message and the Windigo's attacks. It angered the ruler of Equestria. Princess Lauren fired her powerful Harmony Glory Burst at the messengers, zapping them to death. She was in shock and pain as she realize of what she had done.
"And unfortunately, the message they had have provoked and made the Equestrian Ponies angry and upset. They learned that the Mystic Ponies are behind of creating Windigos in attacking Equestria and Ponies. And in response, Princess Lauren killed them. Killing a Mystic Pony means war. A war that would lead casualties and destruction to their home."
Mystic Ponies were suited up in their Mystic Armor while armed with their weapons. Princess Lauren and her allied army of Equestria were armed and readied to battle. With the leaf blowing and passing both species by, both Mystic and Equestria Ponies charged straight at each other fiercely and determinedly. Both sides suffered casualties and sufferings for nearly 100 years.
"Thus, the Mystic War or a Hundred Year War began. And both sides have suffered lots of major casualties. Equestrian Ponies suffered and lost a lots of soldiers and lands especially the near extinction of Alicorns, so only one lives. The Mystic Ponies are suffered by the Curse Crystals - the only powerful weapon that kill them since they were born from the light."
Princess Lauren headed to the mountain waterfall as she wants to think it through carefully after so many losses of her best friends and allies. She then encountered the Mystic Avatar. They both were in shock and surprise. Instead of armed with their weapons, they looked at each other while approaching in wanting to know about their mysterious enemy.
Instead of hating each other, both Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar chatted while learning about each other, even their own species. They spent meeting at the mountain waterfall for some weeks later. They fall in love not too long after.
"Tired of the losses and battles, Princess Lauren moved to the waterfall mountain for thinking and recuperating. Unknown to her, a Mystic Pony was there. And not just any Mystic Pony, he's the leader and the Faith Emperor of the Mystic Realm. Instead of hostility, they approached while socializing and communicating with each other. They began talking while avoiding their army of going to the battle by day. But by night, they meet up at the same place to talk. Days becomes weeks, weeks become months; both the Emperor of the Mystic Realm and Princess of Equestria fall in love. Thus, they have made their final decision to end the war."
By spring, both Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar gathered their own army at the waterfall mountain where they announced their decision and love. Though ponies weren't sure about each other species, they willingly supported their leaders. They cheered wildly and happily.
"At spring, both Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar declared their final decision. There is no victor nor defeater, only love. The leaders of two species proclaimed their loves to each other. And thus, the Mystic War ended. The Alliance between Equestria and the Mystisc has been created by the political marriage between Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren. And the Age of Harmony has returned once again."
10 years passed, Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren spent not only involved of their honeymoon and holidays but also working on affairs and military for both the Mystics and Equestria.
"As time has passed, Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren continued their ruling as the Rulers of both Equestria and the Mystic Realm, as well as handling the affairs and military. They too had some time with each other for honeymoon, vacation and entertainment as well."
Twilight and her friends were at a familiar yet perfect shaped Castle of Royal Two Sisters but only ruled by their parents. They saw ponies have gathered at the throne chamber. They both saw the Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren sitting on the thrones while two royal cradles were near them.
"But ten years later, a miracle happened. The first heir to both the throne of Equestria and the Mystics is born - one who has the ability of raising the sun - Princess Celestia. And four years later, a young sibling was born, who has the ability to raise the moon - Princess Luna."
"Mom? Aunt Luna?" Ben gasped in surprise and amazement.
"Is that really the princesses?" Applejack ask her friends in surprise.
"Dang, they look cuter." Spike remarks with a light chuckle.
"Yeah, I can see why they are born like that." Nyx said happily.
"Ponies across the Equestria and Mystic Realm, I thank you all for coming here!" The Mystic Avatar said to the crowd with a pleased look. "I am truly honored. Not only me, but my family does as well. Allow me to present my two daughters that will one day becomes the rulers of both Heaven and the Earth. My wife will announced our daughters."
Princess Lauren levitated both young babies up high as she announce, "Here they are. Celestia and Luna! Our daughters!"
Princess Celestia and Princess Luna giggled happily as they spread their wings out. The ponies awed happily before cheered wildly and happily.
"It's amazing we would witness this." Twilight said gently to the others.
"Right, without the whole time travelling and murking about the space time continuum." Rainbow said in agreement. "Makes one wish to get closer."
But what Rainbow just said is about to come true. Ben moved to the front at once. Ponies stopped cheering as they turned and glared at him. Who is this pony?
"Ben, get back! You're gonna get us into trouble!" Twilight protests in alarm by what Ben is doing.
"Daddy, stop it, come back!" Nyx hisses to her father in worry.
"You have ta say it, did ya?" Applejack snaps to Rainbow, narrowing her eyes at her.
Iron Brave whistled in amusement, "Somepony is impatient."
Lau blocks Ben's path as he demands, "What are you doing?! Return to your place, lad! You have no right to come out and seek the Emperor's audience!"
"Brother Lau; it's okay. I'm sure he's excited to meet my daughter, don't you, young one?" The Mystic Avatar said with a chuckle as he nodded to Ben. The Mystic Pony has no idea who he is, but felt connected to him already!
"Huh? Uh... I..." Ben said startled and concern.
Princess Lauren giggled as she approached Ben along with the two babies, "It's okay, young one. You have nothing to worry. What is your name?"
"Uhm... Ben... Just Ben, your highness."
"Would you like to hold them?"
"Uh, yes..." The pony gulps a bit. He begins holding the two foals without using Mystic Magic. "Wow! They're light and..." Princess Celestia and Princess Luna cuddled Ben happily and cutely. "Aw... Kinda soft too..."
Princess Lauren giggled happily, "Yes, they are, Ben. And you know? If I have a son, I would like to name him 'Ben'."
"Yeah. It's a good name." The Mystic Avatar said in amusement. Maybe someday, one of his own descendants would be named that.
Ben smiled and bowed. He spoke, "Thank you, your highness. Here."
Ben returns the babies to the rulers. Lau points his spear, forcing Ben back as he spoke, "Return to your post. The children's ceremony is about to begin."
Ben quickly returned to his post where Twilight and her friends were waiting. Rarity spoke, "Ben, darling, what was that about?"
"What gives in almost getting us into trouble...mostly me?" Phobos demands to Ben with a deep frown.
Ben chuckles awkwardly as he explains, "I'm sorry for causing some silly mess. But I really want to know and feel about what it feels like holding a filly. Like what she did with me..."
"And thus, these two fillies grew up to be the most beautiful yet compassion and fairness as their mother. The ponies grew love with them a lot, even her own family especially Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren."

Over 20 years later, Princess Celestia and Princess Luna grew up slowly while studying together, playing together, working together, spending their time with friends and family together and many more. Ponies from the Mystic Realm and Equestria and even their own parents were happy, grateful and even loved the grown-up mares.
Princess Celestia and Princess Luna were at the garden as they were training on how to plant or gardening the garden under the tutelage of their godmother - Yuko the Black Witch. Both the Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren were at the throne chamber as they were having some conversation with the envoy from the Land of Ma. The message shocked and scarred the parents, which may decide the fates of both Princess Celestia and Princess Luna.
"However, over 20 years later, both young princesses may not have their own freedom much longer. A threat to their kingdom is about to happen especially the sacrifice they're about to make and even bringing heartbroken to their home..."
-------------
At the Land of Ma, the old Unicorn with white long beard and mustache dressed in blackish and golden Emperor robe and worn the head-wear was standing at his palace before both citizens and military army as he declare a war! They cheered wildly and happily.
Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar gathered their own army at the palace as they declared to retaliate and fight back against the enemies. Their ponies cheered wildly and proudly for their leaders as well.
Equestria-Mystic Alliance Army marched into the Land of Ma as they prepared to attack while the Land of Ma Army were armed and ready to defend their home.
"In the Land of Ma; Emperor Qin Wang Di has declared the war against both Equestria-Mystic Realm for independence, conquest and domination after his successful unification and conquest on his land. Challenging the Rulers of Equestria and Mystic Realm was biggest mistake, thus both Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar retaliated. However..."
As the Equestria-Mystic Alliance marched into the borders of Land of Ma, they found the Ma Defenders were waiting and ready to attack. But instead, the Ma Defenders withdrew while Equestria-Mystic Alliance gave chase. As the alliance went into deeper, the traps sprung and attacked them before the Ma Defenders jumped and attacked the Alliance fiercely.
The Equestria-Mystic Alliance were forced to withdrew to their borders while the Land of Ma Army gave persuade and chase on them. As the Land of Ma Army arrived at the western kingdom's border, the Alliance launched the ambushes and traps on them while pushing the enemies back to their borders.
Both the Alliance and Land of Ma Army launched both offense and defense against each other at the enemy's and their own land. For nearly a month later, both sides have lost the battle due to losses of army and supplies. They both returned to their own land.
"The Equestria-Mystic Alliance have underestimated the Land of Ma capability, strength and even the strategy developed to defeat both species. But Land of Ma too underestimate their ability as well. Both sides continued battle for nearly a month. But neither have won but lost so much of army and resources..."
A day later, Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren held the important meeting with both Mystic Council and Equestria Government including Princess Celestia, Princess Luna and Williams Siblings about Land of Ma and decision. Royal Sisters looked scared and upset about it yet they knew it's too important to ignore. William Siblings knew it yet unhappy about it as well.
"In order to ensure the safety and peace for their homeland, Princess Lauren and Mystic Avatar make the hardest decision - sending Princess Celestia and Princess Luna away to Land of Ma as the Emperor's Concubines and their own independence. And in-return, both Alliance and Land of Ma will be allies instead of enemies. All agreed to it, and even the Royal Sisters and William Siblings. But one who refused to accept it..."

"I wonder who that could be," Phobos asked in annoyance. Ponies gave him a big glare. He yelped in concern, "Kidding! Just kidding! Yeesh!"
"It must be hard for Grandma Celly and Great Aunt Luna," Nyx said in concern.
Ben sighed, "It sure is..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Castle of Equestria-Mystic Alliance; the Royal Guards were packing and putting packages, presents, supplies and more on the wagon. William Siblings were watching at the event. They don't like it at all.
"You'd think they'll be okay about it?" Danny asked in concern.
Molly nodded, "They don't want to go to that place. I know that because I don't want to be away from my family."
Megan sighed, "I know. What choice do we have? Celly and Luny need us. We have to be there. We'll always be there for our ponies, no matter what. Right?"
Danny and Molly sighed, "Yeah..."
Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren were talking with their daughters. This will be their last time to be together...
"Celestia... Luna..." Mystic Avatar said painfully and heartbroken. He sighed, "You know I don't like this. You both are my treasures no matter what. And I wish there was something else I could have done to solve this problem."
"We know, father. We know," Princess Celestia said calmly, "We would rather they have us than the dangerous power to take. We know the risk."
"I hope you forgive me for this mess."
"I already have, father," Princess Celestia said calmly as she hugged Mystic Avatar, "You said being ruler means making the hardest decision for not only yourself but for our family and nation. I know, father. And believe me, I understand. It's... It's just..."
Mystic Avatar hugged Princess Celestia back, "I know, dear. I will miss you but always love you and your sister so much. Watch over her, okay?"
Princess Celestia nodded, "I know, father. And I will."
"Just remember. Be mindful and be there for her. She needs you now. Just make sure she doesn't lose her heart."
"I will, father. I won't let that happen."
Princess Lauren approached Princess Luna who remained silent and looking down for the moment. The mother sighed in upset. And just before she could do anything, Princess Luna jumped and hugged her mother.
"Mummy! Please, take me back! I don't want to go! I don't wanna!" Princess Luna pleaded tearfully, "Celly and I don't want to go!"
Princess Lauren sighed before cried and hugged her daughter tearfully, "Believe me, Luna. I want you and your sister to stay here! I really do!"
"Why?! It's not fair!"
"Duty comes first especially the war like this. And do only way to make sure our kingdom is to be safe is... is..."
"I know! I just don't want! I want to help you and daddy! I just-! I just want to stay here with you! I want Celly stay with me too!"
"Luna, listen to me. You won't be alone," Princess Lauren said calmly as she and Princess Luna departed. The mother looked closely at her sobbing daughter while crying tearfully, "Remember what I thought you. You'll always be in my heart, just as I'm in yours. You're not alone. Everyone is in your heart. Your sister and your friends will be there."
Princess Luna sobbed tearfully, "Mummy..."
"Promise me one thing, Luna. Be strong. Be kind. Be brave. Don't lose your heart." Princess Lauren said calmly.
Princess Luna sniffled, "I won't forget this, mummy. I promised."
Princess Lauren hugged Princess Luna, "Mummy always love you and your sister. Always..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were watching the event. They all feel sad and sorry for this especially their future leaders of Equestria.
"Oh... I know what it feels like leaving your own home for something that you don't want to be part of," Fluttershy said unhappily.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. It's so unfair of that Ma for doing this! Why?!"
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Ma used to be a poor nation because of corruption and greedy leaders and government since the Equestria was founded. Princess Lauren and her Six Rulers helped them once by splitting them into seven kingdoms to avoid war. And the worse is that this nation won't even help Equestria to fight against the Mystic War because they were too busy in killing at each other for nearly 60 years!"
"60 years?!" Rainbow Dash asked in surprise, "Man, that's rough. And let me guess, the evil Emperor took over and became the first ruler of Ma?"
"Seriously? You knew?" Pinkie Pie asked in surprise.
Applejack nodded, "That's something."
Phobos snickered, "Usually Rainbow Dash preferred Daring Do books than others."
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Hey! I know what happen because Rarity and I were at Water Tiger Kingdom to solver the water problem. And we learned a bit about the history."
"Well, either way, Qin Dynasty is the first evil kingdom we ever seen," Ben remarked, "I know because Twilight, me, Nyx and even Dragons saw how and what they're capable of. They're not nice or friendly ponies we ever met."
Spike nodded, "And not to mention, they tortured and hurt the ponies from west so badly. They're very cruel."
"I just hope Grandma and Great Aunt are okay when they reached to Ma," Nyx said in concern.
Twilight Sparkle patted Nyx gently, "I'm sure they'll be fine. The Emperor Qin Wang Di maybe cruel and ruthless, but he honored both agreement and promise to the Alliance. He knew their powers too well."
"Better treat them well, or get the horn?" Phobos joked, "Typical..."
As the convoy were prepared and packed, Royal Sisters and William Siblings got into carriage. They all marched out to the Land of Ma now. Mystic Avatar, Princess Lauren and everyone cried and waved goodbye to the princesses while crying unhappily and tearfully. One was watching the event is not willing to say goodbye to them...
--------------------------------------------
Summer, 144 A.E.

At the valley wasteland, thousands of Equestria-Mystic Alliance Troops were escorting two carriages to the area. Wolverine Thrust's Army were on their way to meet them. Both sides have come and meet at the opened yet widened valley. 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were hiding behind the tall grasses. They were watching the events now.
"Is this it?" Ben asked in concern.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Yes, Ben. This is it. This is where it begins. The Army of Ma will not only bring Princesses to their homeland as Emperor's Concubines, but also honored the agreement with the Equestria-Mystic Alliance."
"And I'm guessing the show is starting," Rainbow Dash said in surprise.
The massive army of black Chinese armored Ponies, Griffons and Diamond Dogs have arrived at the area. They were led by black and short bearded serious and dark Pegasus dressed in his General's Armor with crimson cape - Wolverine Thrust riding his Black Blaze Dragon. Among his army were the young Unicorn Azure Phoenix riding his black Speed Dragon, and Han Zero the lighter crimson Pegasus dressed in black armored General with black cape riding his black Fury Dragon.
The Royal Guards shaken and quivered in fear and shock as they had never seen the numbers and how ferocious and determined the Qin Dynasty are. No wonder their army were defeated by Qin Dynasty. And no wonder their Princess Ponies were forced to make the alliance with them and had their daughters to marry the Emperor.
Wolverine Thrust came to the front, along with the envoy and two Qin Soldiers. He spoke, "General Wolverine Thrust of Qin Dynasty welcomes her highnesses to our great kingdom!"
Captain of Royal Guard nodded, "Make way for our royal princesses!"
The Royal Guards stood aside at once as two carriages make their way to the front. The envoy and two guards marched to the front while the captain and his guards did the same thing.
The envoy levitated the scroll up, "By His Imperial Majesty's Decree!"
Both sides bowed down in respect at once. The Royal Maids approached to two carriage as they opened the door. The first carriage revealed Megan William and timid yet calm Princess Celestia with pink mane and tail. The second one revealed Danny, Molly and shyly Princess Luna.
Wolverine's Qin Army gasped and awed in shock and surprise of what they saw, and even Azure Phoenix and Han Zero. The Equestria Ponies have the Humans among them?! They thought it was just the myth...
The Envoy declared, "Princess Celestia and Princess Luna of Equestria shall be Concubine Yang (Sun) and Concubine Yue (Moon) of Qin Dynasty for both of our nations' mutual concord. Both Princess Celestia and Princess Luna must be commanded!"
Princess Celestia and Princess Luna were scared and concerned of going through the politic wedding but they have no choice since the Emperor chose them as his concubines and Equestria was no match against Qin's mighty military force.
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero were stunned and surprise by Princess Celestia and Princess Luna's appearance. They had never seen some mares so beautiful before in their lives. Compare to their own home, only few were. But these two were too great for Azure Phoenix and Han Zero to ignore. 
To Azure Phoenix, he sees the fiery courage and steel strength within Princess Celestia's heart, yet she is calm, gentle and intelligent. To Han Zero, he sees shyness and timid in Princess Luna but he also sees gentle, compassion and lovable pony.
"Do we have to go through?" Danny asked in concern.
Molly nodded, "I don't like it too..."
Megan sighed, "We have to. Because if we don't, Equestria could have been in grave danger." Danny and Molly looked at Megan. She sobbed tearfully, "But... I also don't want to lose my ponies to them either! But what can it be done! Mystic Ponies said that surrendering their powers to Qin Dynasty is out of option. What can it be done! I don't want mine, Danny's or Molly's freedom to take away!"
Princess Celestia turned and looked at Megan as the former patted the latter gently, "Megan... Everything will be fine. I promise... We'll do our best to protect our home."
"Yes... With you, Danny and Molly standing on our sides," Princess Luna said calmly yet scared, "We should be okay..."
Megan sighed, "You're right. We'll be there for you."
The envoy passed the scroll to the Captain of Royal Guard. The Captain took it as he approached to the first carriage.
"Everything looks fine," Fluttershy said in relief.
Applejack hummed, "Why do I get the feeling the fight is about to happen?"
Just as the captain was about to pass the Imperial Decree Scroll, an arrow shot straight through it and hit on his chest. Everyone screamed in fear and they panicked. They were under attacked!
The arrow came from the eastern side. They turned to the east. They found the group of black Royal Guards armed with their bows and arrows, along with their spears, swords, pikes and shields. They were led by the brown Unicorn dressed in golden armored with black cape who armed with his bow and arrow. They were the responsible of the mess.
"It did," Rarity said in concern.
Pinkie yelped, "I'm guessing that's the pony Azure Phoenix and Narrator were talking about."
The Qin Army remained calm but Princess Celestia's side; maids and servants panicked and screamed in fear while soldiers remained calm and steady.
Megan gasped as she noticed the golden armored General, "General Wasp Strike... What's he doing here?"
"Wasp... No!" Princess Celestia exclaimed in concern.
"By order of General Wasp," Wasp's Lieutenant spoke firmly, "Both Princess Celestia and Princess Luna must return to Equestria at once!"
Princess Celestia couldn't believe in her ears. Wasp Strike was willing to go against the order of Princess Ponies to bring her and her sister back?! Is he willing to put his home at risk?!
Wasp's Lieutenant turned and glared at Wolverine Thrust's Qin Army as he announced, "Whoever interferes shall die!"
Wolverine Thrust was angered yet calm and firm as he snapped firmly, "The Royal Sisters are now Concubine Yang and Yue of Qin! Whoever dares to break the treaty is the enemy of the Alliance!"
Azure Phoenix moved to the front as he announced, "General Wasp Strike! You have two options: withdraw your troops or die. Your numbers are nothing! The Great Qin fears nothing from the likes of you!"
Han Zero moved to the front as well, "Please, do as we requested. We do not wish to shed the blood from our allied nation!"
Princess Celestia and her family were in shock yet surprise of what they heard. Despite how fearsome and brutal Qin Dynasty are, they truly were the honorable and firm warriors. It was something that Equestria truly feared.
Wasp Strike huffed, "So be it... Prepare to attack!"
Wasp's Lieutenant took his sword out and screamed, "Prepare to attack!"
Wasp's archers armed with their bows and arrows while the foot soldiers and vanguards armed with their shields, swords, spears or pikes. Wasp's Rebels were ready to fight.
"Must we?" Han asked in concern.
Wolverine Thrust huffed, "So be it... If they wish to dishonor their nation's honor and name, then they are not ours or Equestria's allies. We have no choice but to fight. Prepare the defense!"
"Prepare the defense!" Azure Phoenix ordered firmly.
The army of Qin armed with their shields as they formed together as Turtle Formation Units. The Vanguards armed with their spears and pikes formed together as triangles - Spear Strike Units on sides of the former's. The Dragon Cavalry Units stood in front of the main army while foot soldiers stood from behind of main army. They were ready to fight.
And the battle begins...
Wasp's Archers launched the rain of arrows on the Qin Army and Royal Sisters' Escorts. The latter's Turtle Formation Units marched to the front at once in blocking and deflecting the arrows off. But the Royal Sisters' Escorts weren't so lucky as most of servants and maids got hit by the arrows. The Royal Guards quickly summoned their Force Field in deflecting the arrows off at once. And at the same time, they quickly took the formation and position in ready to battle with their enemies.
Wasp gave the signal to attack. He and his army charged into the battle at Royal Sisters' Escorts. Seeing his enemies attacked the new-found alliance, Wolverine Thrust led his army into the battle against Wasp's Army at once. Both Royal Sisters' and Qin Army engaged Wasp Strike's Rebel Force at once as they fought ferociously and determinedly.
The Qin Army's Dragon Calvary Units scared most of Wasp's Rebel Units since they never had seen ponies tamed the wild dragons before. Qin Army's Turtle Formation Units had deflected and blocked the attacks from their enemies but at the same time, they strike back at the latter. The main army battled ferociously and determinedly against the rebels while assisting their allied Royal Sister's Escorts. Both Royal Sisters fired their Unicorn Bursts at them off while Megan and her sibling swing their poles on the rebels off.
Wasp growled angrily as he killed his enemies one-by-one without showing mercy or concerns for them. He determined to bring his princesses back to his home. Wasp quickly screamed wildly. As if on cue, the rocks slide down on mountains as they headed straight at their enemies.
"Cavalry Units! Deflect the boulders!" Wolverine ordered in Chinese upon seeing the rockslides.
The Dragon Cavalry Units turned as they swung their claws, wings and tails at rocks and boulders aside in protecting their allies. Azure Phoenix and Han Zero were near to Royal Sisters as they defeated some of rebels from approaching to the princesses. Wolverine Thrust met up with his generals.
"Azure! Han! Take the Princesses to Great Walls now! I'll hold the enemies as long as I can," Wolverine ordered firmly.
"Hey!" Danny called in concern, "What about the other ponies? We can't leave them!"
"Ambassador! Royal Concubines' safety must come first, including yours!" Wolverine exclaimed in concern. Danny hissed in concern. He continued, "We'll try to save many lives as we can! Go now! Hurry!"
"Yes, General!" Azure Phoenix and Han Zero exclaimed.
With Royal Sisters' Carriage headed off, both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero followed them from behind. Wasp Strike led his remnants of rebels in chasing after the carriage while his troops distracted the Generals of Qin from following them. Azure Phoenix and Han Zero had managed to defeat the rebels as they headed off in chasing after the carriage.
"Come on! We've gotta go after my mom and others," Ben exclaimed in concern.
"Ben, wait! Remember what the Narrator has said!" Twilight Sparkle said in concern.
As Ben trotted after his mother and aunt, Twilight and her friends chased after him while they all hiding behind the grasses and rocks.
On the Canyon's narrow and small path, Royal Sisters' Carriages were heading straight down. Wasp Strike and his soldiers managed to catch up with them. They had managed to kill two guards from each carriage before the rebels took over while Wasp Strike took over the front in leading back. 
Ben was about to jump and attack Wasp Strike but stopped by Twilight and her friends as they were holding him back.
"Let me go!" Ben demanded, "We've gotta help them!"
"Ben, don't!" Twilight Sparkle begged while Ben struggled. She groaned, "Ben! Listen! They'll be fine! Azure Phoenix and Han will be there as history said! Because if they didn't, you wouldn't have existed, now would you?"
Ben panted as he thought carefully before sighed, "You're right. Sorry. I didn't mean to-!"
"It's okay. Everything is fine. We just have to make sure the history is same especially the birth of your half-siblings," Twilight Sparkle said calmly.
Ben nodded, "Yeah."
"Look! Something's going on!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed in shock.
Twilight and her friends hid behind the grasses and rocks. They saw Wasp Strike and his prisoners were on their way down the road, they were stopped by the blazing fire. They were about to turn but also stopped by another fire attacks. Where did they come from?! 
ROAR! Everyone looked up. They saw both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero riding the flying Speed Dragon and Fury Dragon. They landed on the ground.
"Wasp Strike! In the name of Emperor Qin Wang Di, we ordered you to surrender now!" Han Zero demanded angrily.
Azure Phoenix nodded, "You have nowhere to escape! Let the princesses go now!"
"Never!" Wasp Strike exclaimed in anger, "I will not surrender to the likes of you. The Princesses must return to our home!"
"Wasp Strike! How dare you dishonored our nation?!" Princess Celestia exclaimed in anger, "Are you willing to put the lives at risk?!"
"What were you thinking?" Megan asked in concern.
Wasp hissed in anger, "I cannot let you do it. It's unacceptable! After the long hardship we suffered to build a new home for all ponies, and we just surrender our sovereign to the likes of them?! I was forced to do it for them and their freedom! They are not slaves!"
Princess Luna gasped, "So you rather sacrifice the lives for your selfish gain?! Have you no heart?"
Wasp ignored what Princess had asked. He turned and glared at both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero. He took his sword out at once.
"Draw your sword..." Wasp demanded angrily.
"Our mission is to protect the princesses!" Azure Phoenix protested, "Cease this foolishness now!"
Han nodded, "We do not wish to have bloodshed..."
"Either way... We both must fulfill the mission," Wasp said darkly, "Even if it means shed some blood. Prepare yourselves!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped as they witnessed the duel of Azure Phoenix and Han against Wasp Strike. 
Wasp fired his Unicorn Bursts at both Han and Azure Phoenix down to the ground hard before launching the Force Field in protection from dragons. He charged in and attacked them both at once. Azure Phoenix blocked the attack off before kicked Wasp off. Han charged in as he swung his sword at Wasp who blocked and stroke back at him for few times. Wasp fired his Unicorn Burst at Han off. Azure Phoenix charged in as he gave a kick to Wasp out before they both continued swinging their swords at each other for few times.
Han charged in as he thrust his sword at Wasp but got deflected by the latter's kick. Azure Phoenix slammed his sword from top but blocked by Wasp before kicked the former off. Both Han Zero and Azure Phoenix swung their swords from both sides at Wasp Strike who blocked and deflected the attacks back for few times.
Azure Phoenix fired his Unicorn Bursts at Wasp back. Wasp was about to fire his but got kicked by Han on his face. Wasp's Unicorn Burst shot straight on the mountain's peek. 
Everyone gasped in shock and fear as the rocks slowly fell down. The rocks knocked the guards out, causing the carriage spun rapidly for once. The Royal Sisters and her adopted family nearly fell off the edge. Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero turned and quickly grabbed the carriage's ropes at once. Azure Phoenix grabbed Princess Celestia's Carriage while Han Zero grabbed Princess Luna's. They both struggled in pulling the carriage back.
Just before Azure Phoenix and Han Zero slammed their swords on the ground, they accidentally had their swords thrust on Wasp Strike who intended to strike them from their back. Everyone gasped in shock and concern.
Wasp spitted some bloods up as he slowly approached to both carriage. He levitated the ropes and tied to him. Everyone was in shock and concern of they were seeing.
"What are you doing?! You're too wounded to carry the ropes!" Han Zero exclaimed in concern.
Wasp panted, "Save them... Please... Let them be free..." Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero were in shock and surprise. Before they could do anything, he shouted, "GO!"
Because of his shouts, the mountain rocked as more rocks fell and slided on the ponies. The rocks knocked on everyone's head, horns and wings hard including destroying the carriages. A boulder his head, Wasp Strike was killed as he unable to hold his levitation to carriage much longer. The carriages fell off the river. 
Royal Sisters and her adopted family screamed in fear as they came out from the carriages. Azure Phoenix and Han Zero jumped off the edge in reaching Royal Sisters and her adopted family.
"Luna! We have to fly!" Princess Celestia exclaimed as she flapped her wings but wounded badly, "No!"
Princess Luna cried in pain, "I can't! My horn got wounded! I don't think we can escape!"
"No... This can't be!" Princess Celestia exclaimed in concern.
"Celly! Luna! Help!" Megan screamed in fear, along with Danny and Molly.
"Megan! Danny! Molly!" Royal Sisters screamed in fear.
Princess Celestia grabbed and held Megan tightly to her while Princess Luna held both Danny and Molly tight.
"Your highnesses!" Azure Phoenix and Han Zero cried. 
Both Generals managed to grab the Royal Sisters and their adopted Family.
Everyone screamed in fear as they all dived and fell into the river, along with the debris of carriage. Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped in concern as they watched the very ponies they know from present were falling straight to the river. 
Ben gasped before screamed, "Mooooooooooom!"
Were Royal Sisters, Williams Siblings and even two Generals of Qin Dynasty survive the fall and river?
To be Continued...


			Author's Notes: 
Review and Suggest...
Main Casts:
Tara Strong: Twilight Sparkle
Jason Marsden: Ben Mare
Ashleigh Ball: Applejack, Rainbow Dash
Andrea Libman: Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie
Tabitha St. Germain: Rarity, Princess Luna
Daveigh Chase: Nyx
Cathy Weseluck: Spike
Chris Sanders: Phobos
Michael McConnohie: Narrator
Minor Casts:
Keith David: Mystic Avatar
Ginnifer Goodwin: Princess Lauren
Nicole Oliver: Princess Celestia, Royal Sisters Babies
Kath Soucie: Megan William
Scott Menville: Danny William
Kari Wahlgren: Molly William
Brian Drummond: Wolverine Thrust, Wasp Strike
Douglas Rye: Azure Phoenix
Alessandro Juliani: Han Zero, Wasp's Lieutenant
Cameo:
David Lodge: Iron Brave
Keone Young: Lau
Next Chapter: Welcome to Qin Dynasty - Twilight Sparkle and her friends searched for Royal Sisters and others but found out by them instead? How and what will they respond to the past? Are they prepared to enter the Land of Ma - home of Qin Dynasty? Were they ready to meet the legendary heroes and villains' past selves from Land of Ma?


	
		Chapter 1: Welcome to Qin Dynasty



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
---------------------------------------------
Chapter 1: Welcome to Qin Dynasty

Twilight Sparkle and her friends climbed all the way down from mountain as they were searching and looking for Royal Sisters, William Siblings, Azure Phoenix and Han Zero. And at the same time, they were calling out for them as well. As they arrived at the river, they spotted something bubbling from the water. They quickly hid behind the grasses as they watched the event.
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero emerged from the river. They both coughed heavily before they breathed gently and slowly. They looked around in search of Royal Sisters and their adopted family. They spotted Megan, Danny and Molly emerged from it as well. They swam towards tge Humans at once.
"Ambassadors! Where are the princesses?!" Azure Phoenix asked in concern.
Megan gasped, "Oh no! Celly!"
"Luna!" Danny called fearfully.
"There!" Molly pointed at unconscious bodies of Princess Celestia and Luna floating on it. She cried, "Celly! Luny! Hang on!"
"Quick!" Han Zero exclaimed in concern.
Azure Phoenix, Han Zero and William Siblings swam towards the Royal Sisters. They then carried the latter while swimming back to the ground level. They then decided to camp here due to Royal Sisters were unconscious and badly injured. As William Siblings setting the camp, Han Zero treated the Royal Sisters' wounds as well as looking after them. Azure Phoenix went and search for foods, even though he has to hunt some fishes for Humans to eat since they can't eat grasses all the times.
Both William Siblings and Generals looked after the princess for hours, as well as having some lunch and snacks. Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero were looking after them. Twilight Sparkle and her friends watched the event as they waited to see if the Royal Sisters were alright or not, even though Rainbow Dash got bored.
Both Royal Sisters moaned painfully as they slowly regained their conscious. They slowly get up but stopped by Megan and her siblings.
"Celly, Luny... You both okay?" Megan asked hopefully. Both Alicorns nodded their heads. She sighed, "Thank goodness. It's all thanks to those generals."
Danny chuckled, "Yeah... You should see them. They keep on checking on you and asking us if you were okay. That was almost three days! You should see the looks on their faces! They're so madly in love with you!"
Molly nudged Danny's shoulder hard, "Danny! That was rude! But he's right. They were worried for you. They really care for you so much."
"They did?" Royal Sisters asked curiously. 
William Siblings smiled and nodded their heads. They pointed at Azure Phoenix and Han Zero who stood near to river's shore. Royal Sisters looked and found both the generals looked around of their surroundings to ensure their princesses are safe from harm. They were deeply surprise yet touched by the stallions' efforts and concerns.
The Royal Sisters were aware that many stallions wanted them to be their wives because of their beauties and appearance. But for the generals, they were concerned and worried for the princesses' wealth as much as they loved the latter so much too.
As the generals turned and looked at Royal Sisters, some sparkling rainbow-like lights on their eyes. Both Princesses and Generals were in shock and surprise that they had never experience the feelings and fast heart beating before in their lives as if something had motivated or touched them so warmly. Could this be their fate?
"Wow... Did you see that?" Rainbow Dash asked in surprise.
Ben nodded, "Yeah. And I bet that this is where my mom and Aunt Luna fell in love with Azure Phoenix and Han Zero."
"I can't wait to see it," Nyx giggled happily.
"Yuck," Phobos and Spike remarked in disgust.
Twilight Sparkle nudged while hushed, "Phobos and Spike, quiet!"
Before any of them could do anything, they heard some battle cry. They looked up. They found some remnants of Wasp's Rebels charging down the ground. The rebels attacked Azure Phoenix and Han Zero.
The generals responded by taking their swords up and charged up. They swung their blades at their enemies one-by-one. Before they could finish other two, their backs got stabbed very hard by four soldiers. Two soldier thrust their swords at Azure Phoenix's and Han Zero's stomach hard. Both general moaned painfully as they struggled in getting the sword out.
BANG! All the soldiers got blasted off. Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero turned as they found Royal Sisters were responsible of the attack. As the princesses and William Brothers approached to help their allies. Both the generals held their hooves in front of them in stopping the royalty.
"Your highness! Do not help!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed in concern as he bowed down while holding his wounds tight.
Han Zero bowed down as he nodded in agreement, "We're beneath your station."
The Royal Sisters remained silent and quiet for the moment as they looked at the generals. These generals were too humble and modest yet honest and compassion. Could they truly be the one?
Princess Celestia sighed as she asked in wanted to know more Azure Phoenix, "Why? Why did you risk your live to save me and my sister?"
"We're different from you..." Princess Luna nodded in agreement.
Azure Phoenix groaned painfully as he looked up and spoke firmly, "We are the Officers of great Qin Dynasty. It is our duty and honor to fight for the Emperor and our Country. And we must fulfill our mission at all cost for our country and our alliance."
Han Zero nodded as he looked up, "You are now Concubines Yang and Yue of Qin Dynasty. It is our duty to protect you at all cost till we reached Ma Lou Yang safely."
"Please... Forgive us for unable to protect you..."
"You both are in shock and feared of our might..."
Sensed of how noble and kind the generals are, Princess Celestia smiled, "With you both on our sides, we have nothing to worry."
Princess Luna smiled, "Yes... And we're not weak and helpless, we're stronger than you realize. Please, let us help you."
"But princess-!" Azure Phoenix and Han Zero denied in concern.
"Oh! Just let them help!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed in annoyance. Everyone especially the past version of their friends yelped in shock and surprise. She gulped fearfully, "Oops..."
Azure Phoenix grunted painfully as he held his sword tightly, "Who... Who are you?"
Han Zero hissed, "Are you with Wasp Strike?!"
"No! Absolutely not," Twilight Sparkle exclaimed fearfully as she struggled in thinking of any idea, "We're... We're travelers! We were just heading to Ma for some... works!"
"Seriously?!" Ben, Mane Five, Nyx, Spike and Phobos asked in shock.
Twilight Sparkle groaned, "You've got a better idea?"
Her friends shrugged as they really have no idea of how to respond it. Their past version of friends were confused and concerned about it. The latter wondered if they should trust the former.
"Look, if we were with Wasp Strike's soldiers, we would have attacked you, now would we?" Twilight Sparkle asked firmly, "Like I said - we're travelers."
Azure Phoenix hummed in concern, "You're right. If you were the enemy, you would have taken advantage of me. But still... you could be-! OW!"
Han Zero huffed in annoyance, "Chillax, Azure! Like they said, they're just travelers. And besides, do travelers fight the enemies? They're defenseless especially the mares like her."
Applejack groaned, "Did he just call us defenseless?"
Rainbow Dash snorted in annoyance, "Yeah, the nerve of him..."
"Easy. They're gentleponies. They're looking out for our welfare. Better respect it," Rarity said calmly, "We don't want to disrespectful to them. Ma Ponies can be sensitive easily. I learned the hard way for ruining their allied Apes' restaurant."
Fluttershy nodded, "She's right about it."
"Hmm... I suppose so." Azure Phoenix sighed in agreement. He turned to Twilight Sparkle, "I'm surprise that princess like you actually like traveling. You must have survived the Great War."
Twilight Sparkle yelped as she make excuses, "Let's just say I was lucky to survive the war. It was very bad from that time."
"So, you're like our mothers - last to our kind," Princess Celestia asked in surprise. She sighed, "I'm sorry for my father to behave like that."
Princess Luna nodded in agreement, "Me too. It was just a big misunderstanding."
"It's no biggie. But please don't tell the Emperor about me being Alicorn. I don't want to be his concubine," Twilight Sparkle said in concern while looking at Ben, "I have boyfriend and friends. They need me."
Ben nodded, "Yeah. We all would be devastated and upset to see her become the Emperor's Concubine."
Mane Five, Nyx, Spike and Phobos commented in agreement about it.
Azure Phoenix and Han hummed in concern while looking at each other. They both nodded firmly before turned to Twilight Sparkle's group.
"You have our word. We would not tell the Emperor," Azure Phoenix said firmly.
Han Zero smiled, "We have code of honor, thought I'd never understand that word 'boyfriend'. Western sure have funny language and words. I would love it."
"I'm pretty sure you will," Pinkie Pie giggled, "Did you know that Royal Sisters are into you two?!"
"PINKIE PIE!" Twilight Sparkle and her friends exclaimed in annoyance as they shut her mouth off, "You're not supposed to tell them that!"
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero blushed as they both looked away. The Royal Sisters did the same thing. Everyone laughed a bit.
"Let's forget it. Let's deal with the wounds first," Megan said firmly.
Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero remained silent as they had no rights to argue the princess unless they had their own valid points. The generals allowed the princesses to help and treated their wounds for the moment. 
As the princesses treated their wounds, both generals watched and witnessed of how compassionate and kindhearted they were. They were indeed different from their home's princesses. They were glad to meet Equestria Princess. 
As the princesses took a glance on the calm and gentle generals, both Princess Celestia and Luna blushed as they quickly turned away and treated the wounds. Despite being strong, firm and brave warriors; they have a gentle and compassion souls as well.
William Siblings then talked with Twilight Sparkle and her friends of what they do as the travelers by making up the story without telling them about inside the Book of Ages and their future. But at the same time, they were looking at Royal Sisters and Qin Generals being together. They knew what and how the princesses felt for the generals. Could they be destined for it?
Ben looked worry about it because his father would be the one to love Princess Celestia while the latter have divorced with Azure Phoenix. He's worried of how he answer to them about future or how they react to him.
"You're not angry about this," Nyx asked in concern.
Ben shook his head, "Not angry, worry about what happen next..."
--------------------------------------------
"I can't blame them for that. It's what meant to be happen," Narrator narrated, "Anyway... After surviving the attacks from assassination attempts by Wasp Strike especially meeting mysterious travelers from the west, the Royal Sisters are in safe hoof by the brave Qin Generals - Azure Phoenix and Han Zero. After the long recovery for nearly three days, they all left together for journey to Land of Ma."
After Azure Phoenix and Han Zero recovered for three days, they escorted both royalty and travelers together in traveling to Land of Ma. They have to get across through the winter weather of Crystal Empire.
"In order to reach the Great Wall of Ma; they have to cross the snow land of Crystal Empire, taking at least seven days to reach their destination. However, due to heavy storm weather, all were forced to retreat to the cave for shelter. But the storm grew worse, and it has past for nearly two weeks. All they can do is wait..."
Five days later, Azure Phoenix and Han Zero led the royalties and travelers from danger through Crystal Empire's Snow Land. Despite the hardship in traveling, they overcome the odds and even learned from each other about their differences, culture and customs especially Mane Six's make-up stories. 
Since the storm was very cold and freezing, they were forced to hid behind the cave as they waited for the storm to calm down. Princesses make somefire woods for her friends to stay warm while the generals waited outside in guarding the cave. The storm was getting worse for past two weeks. And it did not calm down.
On the late night, Royal Sisters and William Siblings were sleeping with the fire woods burning brightly and blazingly. Princess Luna slowly woke up as she found herself and her friends covered by familiar capes and armors. She turned to the cave's entrance as she found both Han Zero and Azure Phoenix; without their armor to wear, stood there in guarding the area.
"Ah choo!" Phobos sneezed.
Spike grunted, "Gazoontite, Phobos."
Phobos groaned, "Thanks. I hate cold..."
Princess Luna sighed as she did not want to see the generals get cold in the night time since it's freezing and cold. She got up and approached to both of them. Princess Celestia awaken as well. She turned and looked at her sister approaching two generals in wanting them to get warm inside. She smiled to see her older sister warming up with new friends.
"Azure? Han? Han, please come in." Princess Luna asked in concern. As she patted Han gently, he fell to the ground hard. She gasped in shock, "HAN! No! Han Zero! Wake up!"
Princess Celestia gasped in concern as she got up and checked on Azure Phoenix. But like Han, he too fell down on the ground. Both generals suffered bodies freeze for a long time. Both princesses quickly pulled both the generals in quickly.
The Princesses put the generals neared to the firewoods. William Siblings and Twilight's group got up and found what has happened. They quickly helped the princesses in making the fire for the generals to get warm.
"Just like what happened," Fluttershy said in concern.
Pinkie Pie nodded, "Yeah. I hope they're okay."
"Me too. Me too..." Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "We'd better help as well!"
"Han! Han! Please don't leave me alone! I beg of you!" Princess Luna begged frantically, "I don't want to lose my first love and friend!"
Princess Celestia cried, "Please... Azure, I beg you! Stay with us! Stay with me! You promised to look after me and my family. I beg of you!"
Megan determined to help Royal Sisters to save the generals. She turned to both Danny and Molly, "We need warm water! They're freezing! Girls, I need you keep the fire up and running. And keep the snow off us!"
"Here!" Danny passed the warm bottle to Megan.
Megan quickly poured the water into both Azure Phoenix and Han's mouth for the moment while others watched in fear and concern. After drinking the water, the generals coughed and panted heavily as if they got revived from the dead. But it wasn't enough as the generals were freezing.
Twilight Sparkle, Rarity and Nyx used their Magic Barrier for protection from blizzard. Spike and Phobos fired on fire wood to keep it warm and hot. Applejack, Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie prepared the food. Fluttershy and Ben helped and assisted Royal Sisters, William Siblings and generals.
"Aw man... The fire is not warm enough..." Danny said in concern.
Molly groaned, "We can't go out now. The storm is too strong."
Megan hissed in pain, "There has to be a way! There has to be! We need something more warm enough to help them! Something they can feel!"
As if the idea hit her, Princess Celestia realized something. Knowing time is running out, she quickly had her horn glowed brightly. It shot two sparks on herself and Princess Luna. They both felt warm and hot. What was Princess Celestia doing?
Ben yelped in surprise, "Oh boy! Nyx, you might wanna cover your eyes."
"Wha-?! Hey!" Nyx demanded. Twilight Sparkle summoned her blindfold to cover her eyes, "Hey, what gives?!"
Spike and Phobos were about to watch but Fluttershy blindfold two dragons as well. Mane Six and Ben can't afford to let children to see mature content especially this is where Royal Sisters begin to fall in love with Azure Phoenix and Han Zero.
"They really going to do it," Ben said in concern.
"It makes you uncomfortable?" Fluttershy asked.
"A bit..." Ben admitted.
"Sister?" Princess Luna asked in concern.
Princess Celestia sighed, "It's the only way. A warm body makes the ponies warm enough."
Before anyone could say anything, Princess Celestia landed her body on Azure Phoenix. Her warm body had kept Azure Phoenix warm. Princess Luna did the same thing for Han Zero. They both willing to make the generals safe and warm at all cost. William Siblings were in shock and surprise by Alicorns' compassion and determination.
Princess Luna sobbed tearfully, "Please, Han... Stay with me... I don't want to lose you. In my home, many stallions want me because of I'm just a beautiful princess. And all I really want is to meet a knight who keeps me safe and my home. And you are the one. You're unlike anyone I had ever met. Please... Don't go..."
Princess Celestia nodded as she held Azure Phoenix tight to her, "Azure Phoenix... I sense great potential and ambition in you. And the truth is... I feared you but at the same time, admire and love you. You were not afraid to do what you must for your country with firm and compassion. This is somepony I truly admire..."
"Celestia..." Azure Phoenix panted.
Han breathed heavily, "Luna..."
"Stay with me..." Princess Celestia and Princess Luna pleaded softly.
The Royal Sisters gave the Generals a long and passionate kiss before they have the long chasity. The William Siblings were in shock and surprise of what they saw. William Siblings and even Twilight Sparkle's group turned away at once. The princesses really do love the generals so much...
--------------------------------------------
After five days later, the winter storm had stopped. Everyone emerged from the caves. They looked at the landscape as they were amazed. Despite being snowy land, it was beautiful. Princess Luna giggled happily as she bounced and ran happily around and around of her family and friends. She stopped and gave a nuzzle on Princess Celestia's head. Princess Celestia giggled happily in seeing her sister to be happy.
Twilight Sparkle's group were there as well. They were in shock and surprise of how happy and optimistic the Royal Sisters are ever since they met the generals.
Ben looked worry of what happened before especially what his mother did with his stepfather. Twilight Sparkle noticed it as she gave him a nuzzle.
"You okay?" Twilight Sparkle asked.
Ben nodded, "Yeah. I'll be fine. After their surprise love, my brother is gonna born first."
"I know. And you know what happen if-!"
"Not gonna let that happen. We'll have to smuggle him and others out to Azure Phoenix. It's the only way."
"Agree. But it won't be easy."
"Worth the risk to protect my family especially Strikespell," Ben said firmly as he turned and looked at others, "This is where my mom confess her love for Azure Phoenix, so did my Aunt Luna."
Danny whistled, "Wow... Luna is happy. This is first time to see Luna happy."
"Yeah... Ever wonder why now?" Molly asked curiously.
Megan smiled happily, "I think I know what's going on."
Han Zero approached to Princess Luna, "Your highness. This is the first time to see you smile."
"True... The reason I'm happy is because I feel free..." Princess Luna explained. She turned to Han who lowered his head down. She asked, "Why won't you look at me?"
"As the general, I'm not allowed." Han explained.
Princess Celestia turned to Azure Phoenix who lowered his head down as well. She sighed, "You too?"
"Yes, your highness..." Azure Phoenix nodded.
"Don't talk like that. That would make me more uncomfortable. I'm just like you and Han. We're no different." Princess Celestia spoke calmly. Azure and Han remained silent as they lowered their heads down. She continued while smiling, "How about this? We won't call you Generals while you won't call us Princesses. That makes us friends."
Princess Luna giggled, "Yeah! We should dance for you. We're good at it too. That would be greatest reward and appreciation."
"Good idea. I could use that for stretching."
Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero gasped in shock as they quickly bowed down at once.
"Your highnesses! You mustn't!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed in concern, "We are not allowed to! Only the Emperor himself is allowed to see you dance."
Han nodded, "Even so... We don't deserve this kind of reward."
William Siblings sighed in annoyance.
"Come on! Cut it out for once!" Danny nudged them to get up. He continued, "It's just a dance."
Molly nodded, "And Princesses like you too. I can tell by their eyes. The knights in shinning armor always gets the girls."
Megan nodded, "Besides... No one but us knows what happen. Go for it, Celly and Luna!"
Royal Sisters looked at each other for the moment. They smiled as they began their dance. They both spun themselves around thrice. Princess Luna jumped while spun herself around for three times. Princess Celestia danced gracefully and elegantly yet slowly. As Princess Luna slowly landed, Princess Celestia stood up and held her up for the moment. The older sister lowered her younger one down. They both spun themselves around and around for five times before they jumped and hovered for a while. They landed on the ground gently. They then danced gracefully and happily.
William Siblings and Twilight Sparkle's group clapped their hands in seeing how graceful and elegant the princesses are. Azure Phoenix and Han Zero looked up at the princesses for the moment. They were amazed and perfect as they smiled. Their dancing were truly amazing and beautiful. They were indeed the perfect princesses. They have courage, compassion, intelligent and beautiful princesses they never had...
--------------------------------------------
Two days later...
The Generals of Qin continued escorting the princesses to their land where they would be safe from harm and danger. They came across the giant yet long castle. This reminded William Siblings of Great Walls of China.
"Is this it?" Danny asked in surprise.
Azure Phoenix nodded, "Yes... Beyond the Great Wall is Ma Lou Yang." He turned and looked at both Royal Sisters. He continued, "You're both safe from danger. You have nothing to fear anymore, Concubine Yang and Yue."
"Our mission is complete..." Han said.
"Damn it... That soon..." Danny said in shock.
Molly groaned, "Do Celly and Luna have to do this? They don't want to be the Emperor's wives. They want to be yours."
"It is not our rights to do such a thing," Azure Phoenix said in concern.
Han nodded, "Concubines are for the Emperor."
Princess Luna shook her head, "I want to be with you. I don't want to be the Emperor's. And above all, I love thou so much..."
"Luna's right. I too love you as well, Azure." Princess Celestia said tearfully.
Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero looked down as they couldn't face their princesses, despite they loved them so deeply. But it is their honor and responsibility to protect the kingdom at all cost. No matter what happens.
Megan sighed as she clenched her fists, "Why must everyone suffered? Why can't everyone be free?! Why?! Can't you ask the Emperor to let you both love them? You did love them so much..."
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero remained silent for the moment again. They had no rights to speak.
Princess Celestia sighed as she understood what Azure Phoenix felt. He too wanted but duty must come first. As long as the Emperor stands, it would be impossible for her and him to fall in love and be together.
Seeing Han to ignore her, Princess Luna screamed in agony as she refused to become a slave. She quickly took the sword from Han. Everyone gasped in shock and concern. Han quickly held the sword tightly from letting her to use.
"Luna! Stop! Don't do this!" Everyone screamed in concern and worry.
Han groaned as he pushed her at once before she could hurt herself, "Luna! Concubine Yue, stop! Please, stop! You must calm down now!"
Princess Celestia came and hug Princess Luna for the moment. William Siblings glared at the generals.
"I know your feelings. But you cannot forget the mission." Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Please... Live for your ponies. Live for your family. And live for me. It maybe hard and painful, but as long as you stand strong and live on. There will be hope."
Han nodded, "I know it's hard. But please... Promise me, you must live. You must live for me. With you being alive, I know I'm still happy."
"Han..." Princess Luna said in shock and surprise. She sighed as she had no choice, "Very well... I accept it for you. No matter what happen, you're always be my first love."
"Luna..." Princess Celestia said in surprise. Luna needed her. She will be there for her younger sister and Azure Phoenix, "So, do I. Until there's a way to leave this kingdom, we will wait for you. Be there for us."
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero sighed as they too want to be with their love ones, "We will..."
"Luna... Celestia..." William Siblings said in shock and surprise.
Both Azure Phoenix and Han Zero sighed as they nodded regrettably in understanding. They didn't want it too but they must obey the Emperor at all cost. The Great Wall's Gate opened as Wolverine Thrust and his army marched out to meet their missing allies. 
"Brother! Azure Phoenix! You're both alright," Wolverine Thrust exclaimed in relief. He sighed happily, "Thank the Heaven. We were so worried after the fight with the treachery of Wasp Strike. I already alert the Alliance about this. They were searching for you all. I hope you're both not in danger..."
Azure Phoenix shook his head, "We're fine, sir. We're lucky that the concubines are in safe hooves."
Han nodded in agreement, "Yes. Wasp Strike is killed as well."
"That's a relief. Come, let us return to Ma Lou Yang," Wolverine Thrust said calmly and happily, "The Emperor will be pleased with this..."
Royal Sisters and William Siblings sighed as they knew it was time. Twilight Sparkle and her friends felt sorry for this.
"I'm guessing complication are getting messy and problem," Spike said in concern.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "It is, Spike. Ben, are you ready? No doubt, Strikespell and others will born sooner than later."
Ben nodded firmly, "I am. We have to get all four of them out before the Emperor finds out."
Mane Six, Nyx, Spike and Phobos nodded in agreement about the plan especially involving Azure Phoenix's and Princess Celestia's children...
---------------------------------------------
Wolverine Thrust and his army escorted the Royal Sisters, William Siblings and even Twilight Sparkle and her friends all the way to Ma Lou Yang. At the same time, Wolverine Thrust also learned more about the adventure they had been through.
Wolverine Thrust and the escorts have arrived at the Ma Lou Yang's Entrance. He turned to the travelers to speak to them, "Travelers, we truly thank you for the Royal Sisters' protection and escort to the Emperor. You all will be handsomely rewarded."
"Give me all the girls that my eyes can stand!" Phobos exclaims with a random look, making the past ones look at him oddly.
"Phobos! I doubt the mares here are interested!" Nyx scolds her pet Dragon.
"I know, it's the thought that counts."
"Actually, no. We don't need it." Twilight said in refusal. She doubt that she and her friends would take the reward, when will they even spend it anyway?
Azure Phoenix levitated a bag of money to Twilight Sparkle as he offers, "Please, take it. You'll need it. While Equestria may accept any kind of bits, ours can be very... strict with money. Believe me. This is not Equestria."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, taking the money, "Alright. We'll take it. I trust you on this, Lord Azure." After all, who is she to say no?
"Still... You need to do something with your wings. You are an Alicorn. It does symbolized as royalty. The Emperor may wanted us to find and escort you to him." Wolverine Thrust said in concern as he glances at Twilight's wings.
"Even an little one like me?" Nyx squeaks out in worry. The Emperor would want any pony with wings?!
"Yes..."
"Okay, this is why Orange Ratchet hated concubines and slavery." Pinkie sighs out.
"Don't worry about her comment." Rainbow said quickly to Wolverine Thrust who looks a bit confused. "She's...random and weird."
"Ah." Wolverine Thrust said with a slow nod. He has no idea what that's about but will take Rainbow's word for it.
"Leave that to us, Generals. You have nothing to worry about." Rarity assures Wolverine with a nod.
"Very well. We shall meet again, my friends."
"Can't they follow us? They did help us." Celestia said, glancing at the newcomers. She wouldn't feel better if her new friends are left out of this.
"And for strange reason, we felt... special connection especially this stallion." Luna said, glancing at Ben. Weird, for some reason, this stallion felt connected to her and Celestia somehow.
"Well, it would be nice to be with the princesses...if that's all right." Fluttershy added with a meekish smile.
"If anything 'ta protect the princesses from any funny business." Applejack remarks dryly. At least she wanted to make sure the Emperor of this time doesn't play anything weird with Celestia and Luna.
"Well, you see - they'll behave. They won't cause any problems. Promised." Megan assured Wolverine Thrust.
Azure Phoenix pauses to think then spoke to Wolverine, "What is your next order, Commander-in-Chief?"
"I think it's good to have these ponies invited. After all, not everypon get the chance to see the benevolent Emperor." Han Zero said in agreement of this.
Twilight Sparkle muttered "Benevolent is a strong word..."
"Yeah..." The rest of the Mane Six, Ben and Spike said in agreement. From what they've heard about the Emperor from their time, benevolent isn't a word they would've used!
Wolverine sighed, "Alright. But behave yourself." Just before Twilight Sparkle and her friends could do anything, He stopped them. "The wings, princesses. And it's good thing, my soldiers are loyal and trusted to me and my generals only."
"That can be arranged." Rarity said thoughtfully. She made a vest appear along with a headband and glasses, floating them over to Nyx. "Here. I especially kept your old vest, Nyx. It might come in handy."
Nyx giggles as she put the stuff on, ""Wow... I miss this vest and headband so much especially wearing glasses. Wait! Why do I need to wear it?"
"Your eyes." Everyone else pointed out. Nyx after all still got her eyes since she was Nightmare Moon after all!
"Of course... The Emperor may think me as a demon."
As Twilight managed to hid her wings via a vest that Rarity made for her, she spoke, "We're ready now. Let's us go in."
"I give the word, traveler Sparkle. Remember?" Wolverine sighs in annoyance to Twilight. Since when is she a commander of these guys?
Twilight giggled uneasily, "Sorry. Old habits..."
Wolverine Thrust and his generals escorted the Royal Sisters into the palace. As they entered the throne chamber, both officers on the right side and ministers on the left side were gathered and sitting down on their pillows, who were chatting with each other as well as commenting about Mystic-Equestria Ponies.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends awed in surprise and shock about it. Rarity comments, "Well, this is the kind of place that an Emperor would live in."
"What a dump. Who said that?" Phobos remarks, then pretended that someone else said it.
"Yeah, ignoring that." Ben said. Luckily, the past ones didn't hear what Phobos just said.
Wolverine Thrust stopped them as he ordered them to sit near his seat on the military side. Three of them stood still on the red carpet. The Royal Sisters and William Siblings were standing behind the generals. They hope this goes well.
As the gong was hit, the young yet fat light brownish Earth Pony with black mane in bun shape dressed in his black Ancient Eunuch Uniform, began to announce.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped in shock and concern. They know that pony from somewhere before! It can't be!
"Is that who I think it is?" Applejack whispers in horror to her friends.
"It's Seekcurse!" Nyx whispering, recognizing the Eunuch who was their enemy - Seekcurse, the same one who gave Equestria problems in their own timeline. "But I thought he was erased!"
"I guess he still exist in the past." Pinkie said a bit worried.
"What's he doing here?" Ben ask Twilight suspiciously.
"Don't you remember, Ben? He was the Head of Eunuchs. He is the Emperor's favorite. And I have the feeling the downfall will happen sooner or later." Twilight said with a thoughtful and concerned look. It won't be long before Seekcurse's fall will happen.
"We have to tell him." Nyx said in concern. Someone should find out what Seekcurse is going to do in the future.
"He doesn't look like a bad guy. You sure it's him?" Phobos ask, looking at Seekcurse oddly. It doesn't look like the one who was responsible, right?
"Fat? Dress in Eunuch Uniform? Or and try to kill all of us especially stealing the Rainbow Magic for resurrecting the Qin Dynasty?! That's definitely him." Spike whispers roughly to Phobos. He has never forgotten or forgave this wicked face!
"So, who is Seekcurse?" A familiar voice out from out of nowhere.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in shock and concern. They turned to their right as they found a familiar pony that Rarity and Rainbow Dash have known since the Wuhu River Adventure. He was a light crimson Pegasus stallion with a short white mane, mustache and beard in his tiger armor with a cape, while his Cutie Mark is a fierce Tiger with a Dao Blade.
Rainbow Dash and Rarity gasps in recognization, "Claw Tiger!"
"Oh? You know me? I'm surprise that the West know me so well. After all, I did defeat a lot of enemies. They don't call me -!" Claw Tiger said, chuckling as if he's about to do some bragging.
"The Tiger of Wuhu River!"
"And trust me, you are awesome." Rainbow said to Claw Tiger excitedly. After seeing him in action before, her words are so true!
"Okay... I'm impressed. And yes, it's... 'awesome'? New words. Interesting..." Claw Tiger said in amusement. He doesn't know what "awesome" is but felt good by it for some reason.
"Oh, you're gonna love it. Trust me. We've got so much to talk about. And best of all, we finally get to meet you for real."
Rarity nodded as she comments happily, "Indeed. And I would love to meet your children."
"Oh, I'm sure you will." Claw Tiger remarks in amusement. It's amazing that these newcomers seem to know about his foals...let alone having known who they are.
"Sorry to bother you. If that is not Seekcurse, then who is he?" Twilight ask a bit puzzled. If that Eunich is not Seekcurse, then who is he?
"Icky Cook. He was once the Eunuch Chef. And I'd tell you - he's the best cook! But now he is the Imperial Eunuch for announcing and reporting only. And if you're wondering about Seekcurse, I'd never heard of him before."
"What do you think? If that ain't Seekcurse, what happen to him?" Applejack ask the others puzzled. If Seekcurse didn't seem to exist here, then where he is.
"Right, where did he trotted off to?" Rainbow ask in concern and puzzled. "Was he really erased from history?"
"Or is he not seen yet?" Fluttershy ask thoughtfully. Maybe Seekcurse didn't appear yet.
"I don't know. But I do know that he was born in the Imperial as a servant to the Emperor. And now, he's not here." Twilight said in concern. Seekcurse may not been known yet but he will play a role in the history of the Mystic Ponies! "We just watch the event. And above all, we play nice for a while."
Icky Cook announces sternly, "Presenting the Emperor of Qin Dynasty - Emperor Qin Wang Di!"
An Unicorn with long black beard and small mustache dressed in his Ancient Golden Emperor's Robe and Crown entered the scene. Both ministers and military officers bowed down to the ground respectfully including Twilight Sparkle and her friends. They got to avoid trouble, even here in the past.
"Long Live the Emperor of Qin!" Everyone calls out.
Emperor Qin Wang Di took his seat as he spoke sternly, "Rise, my loyal subjects."
"Thank you, your majesty!"
"General Wolverine, Commander Azure Phoenix and Han Zero, it is good that you three have returned home safely."
"Thank you, your majesty. As your order, we were escorting the Royal Sisters to here safely but was attacked by the rogues from Equestria. Thankfully, we managed to repel them." Wolverine Thrust said, explaining the situation that happened on the way over here.
"And please forgive us for such delays as well. We were injured and wounded but managed to survived it." Azurfe Phoenix said, bowing in wanting forgiveness for the delays. "General Wasp Strike has been dealt with. "
Han Zero nodded in agreement as he continues, "We were on our way home but the storm from Crystal Empire worsened. So, we were forced to take shelter for two weeks. The travelers from west has come and followed us to here for tour and work."
"Nevertheless, we have complete the mission. Please, punish us for delays." Wolverine Thrust said sternly.
"Whoa, whoa, punishment!" Rarity exclaims nervously. "Isn't being punished for being delayed a bit harsh?"
"Right, maybe a slap on the hoof would've work...if that's okay." Fluttershy said a bit nervously.
"Well, Emperor?" Ben ask the Emperor in concern. He hopes he does the right thing and not punish anypony for the delaying.
Emperor Qin Wang Di chuckles, shaking his head as he spoke, "The punishment is unnecessary, generals. But your return is what counts. I'm thankful of it. However, may I know about these princesses? Were they truly beautiful as the rumors had said?" Wolverine Thrust and his generals moved aside as the Royal Sisters stood before the Emperor. They bowed down in respect. "Oh... My Heaven... Impressive... You both truly deserve such tittles. Your parents will be proud of you for both of our nation."
The ministers chatted in concern about Royal Sisters. Emperor Qin Wang Di notices this, giving a suspicious yet concerned look as he ask, "Is there something wrong? Prime Minister Excel Con?"
An old pony with white yet short mustache, beard, mane and tail in his white Prime Minister stood and bowed down. He explains, "Forgive us, your highness. Given to tittles to these young mare is... exaggerating. We know the Equestria and Mystic Realm are a largest nation and land to be heard of. We wish to know more about... their culture as well. We also want to know if we or theirs are superior."
Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed, "Excel Con, the princesses need some rest after a long journey in reaching our home. And they have yet accustom to our culture yet since both our kingdoms have been at war for nearly a month. It's wise that we let them rest."
"I understand, your highness. Forgive me of my bluntness."
"Your majesty, there is something I wish to speak. while Mystic and Equestria maybe large and vast, but nothing is superior because we all are equality. And above all, Equestria is the name of the land, not nation. The true nation lies from all the states. Same goes to the Mystic Realm." Celestia explains calmly to the emperor. It's true, every pony in Equestria are equal and not superior than the other.
"And not only that, we know of your culture and custom well. Your military is truly spirited and amazing. We have no doubt that your culture would be amazing. As father said, nothing is superior. All are equals. He wishes to be your friend, not enemy." Luna explains in agreement with her sister.
"If the officials wish to test our skills and performance from our home, we would be honored."
"With your permission, your majesty."
"What do you think, your majesty?" Excel Con ask the Emperor. Perhaps there is time for the princesses to prove themselves.
Emperor Qin Wang Di pauses to think, then he spoke, "If the princesses wanted, you may. Please, give them some dress. Do you mind it?"
The Royal Sisters bowed as they said at the same time, "Not at all."
As the Emperor and officials waited, the Royal Sisters worn greenish and bluish Ancient Dancer Dresses with long sleeves. As the music played by musicians, the Royal Sisters began to dance.
Royal Sisters looked at each other for the moment. They smiled as they began their dance. They both spun themselves around thrice. Princess Luna jumped while spinning herself around for three times. Princess Celestia danced gracefully and elegantly yet slowly. As Princess Luna slowly landed, Princess Celestia stood up and held her up for the moment. The older sister lowered her younger one down. They both spun themselves around and around for five times before they jumped and hovered for a while. They landed on the ground gently. They then danced gracefully and happily. At the end of it, they posed it gracefully and proudly before they bowed down.
Emperor Qin Wang Di gave the applause followed by the ponies. Everyone commented about it. They all loved it for sure!
"Excellent! Well done! That was amazing, my concubines! Truly amazing! Your performance are spectacular." Emperor Qin Wang Di exclaims happily. He didn't see the present ponies giving out looks of disgust, they hated slavery! "Tell me, ministers, have they convinced you enough?"
Excel Con smiled as he answers, "Yes, they have. I have no doubts about it, your majesty. They do deserve the titles like grasping the Heaven's beauty."
Emperor Qin Wang Di smiled as he spoke, "Therefore, Concubine Yang and Concubine Yue are part of the Qin Dynasty! Both ours and our alliance are united as one. We are friends from now on."
The Ministers and Military Officers all cried out at once, "Congratulation, Concubines Yue and Yang!"
"Ugh, do they have to be called that?" Rarity ask quietly to her friends. "The idea of slavery is disgusting."
"I know, it makes me wondered why such alliance is based on this horsecrap." Rainbow remarks in disgust ands agreement.
"Still, what else can they do?" Nyx ask with a sigh, shaking her head. It's either this or a long out war!
"I feel sorry for my mom and aunt Luna to go through with it." Ben whispers to Twilight in sadness. If it weren't for the fact that they would be freed later, they would've spoke up.
"I know what you mean, Ben. I know." Twilight whispers in agreement. She is glad that this stuff doesn't happen anymore in her timeline.
Emperor Qin Wang Di smiled as he spoke, "And for now, let us enjoy our peace for the rest of our lives. There will be no war. Thank you all."
"Thank you for your blessing, your majesty..." Everyone said at once. At least now, the madness is officially done.
-----------
Outside of Ma Lou Yang, Azure Phoenix was outside with Twilight Sparkle and her friends as he has some chats. The group couldn't be in the palace for some reason.
"Can't we stay here?" Ben ask Azure with a frown. He wanted to be near his mother and aunt, they could use some support right now!
Azure Phoenix shakes his head as he answers, "I'm afraid not. Unless you're one of the Imperial Servants, they would allow it. And I know you want to be there for her. But there is nothing you can do. All you can do is just wait."
"Well, this stinks." Phobos remarks with a groan of annoyance. "What now?"
"Right, what shall we do in the meantime?" Nyx ask Azure in concern.
"For now, you all just enjoy the tour and find works here. We all going home. Take care." Azure said as he heads on home. His mission here is done.
Han Zero remains. He spoke to the newcomers, "Need some tour guide, my friends?"
"Well, it would be nice to see the city." Twilight said thoughtfully. May as well see what this place looks like in the place for herself. "What do you think girls?"
"Oh yes, it would be nice." Fluttershy said quietly yet thoughtfully.
"Sure, it would be marvelous." Rarity said with a giggle.
"Whatever." Applejack and Rainbow said at once dryly. The idea of slavery is still on their minds.
"Yeah, let's go do something, something!" Pinkie exclaims happily. "Mainly because I can't think of anything else to say!"
"All right, we're for it." Ben said to Han with a smile.
"Let me show you around the area." Han said as he trots off, motioning the newcomers to follow.
Han Zero take Twilight and her friends across Ma Lou Yang for tour around the area. He even explained how the war began during the Seven Kingdoms War. They awed in surprise and amazement of the place they're looking at. Despite the city being ancient, it reminds them of Canterlot City.
"Kinda feels like home, doesn't it?" Han ask the newcomers, noticing their looks.
"Well, yes, it does reminded us of home." Nyx said to Han with a nod.
"Right, where I was once was born." Twilight said in agreement. It's like being in Canterlot all over again. "Say, Han. Can you explain to us of how did Seven Kingdoms united?"
"Yeah, what is the big story?"
"If you don't mind telling it." Fluttershy said meekly to Han.
"It wasn't easy during that time. Even though Princess Lauren had separated the nation into seven for fair and just kingdoms, but that make things worse. Seven of them were tempted to conquered each other to become the first ruler. The war had make our land suffered for 60 years until Qin Wang Di came along from Qin Dynasty. He's skilled, intelligent, brave and ambitious warrior we ever had. By negotiating, brutal force and tactics; we have managed to conquered seven kingdoms during the 15 years. We are now in peace for almost 10 years." Han explains the story with a shrug and a sigh.
"Well, it wasn't so peaceful when they raided Equestria!" Rainbow remarks with a scowl.
"Shoot, the strategies are fine when dealing with major vermints, but attacking ponies who didn't deserve it?!" Applejack remarks in agreement with a frown. "As my big brother would say "nnope"!"
"Unfunny!" Pinkie exclaims in agreement. "Invasion not funny at all!"
"The Emperor sure likes the conquest, doesn't he? He doesn't really value both innocent and soldiers' lives." Ben remarks with a frown.
"Don't talk like that, Ben. He's not like that. He's just ambitious and aggressive when things gone wrong especially not getting what he wants." Han scolds Ben for actually thinking like that. "You did saw him worried and caring about us. That counts benevolent."
Applejack scoffed, "Hardly..."
"Yeah." Some of the others commented softly.
Rainbow Dash notices somepony, looking puzzled as she ask, "Who's that?"
Everyone turned to right as they found a unicorn in a yellowish robe crying and shouting to the ponies about the Qin Dynasty. Han Zero was annoyed by it. Not again!
"Ponies of Ma! Join us now! Join our Way of Peace Sector! And together, we will bring peace and harmony to our home! Believe in us! Believe in our brother! Believe in Great Teacher Ji! He will show us the Way of Peace! The new Age will come! Join us!" The pony calls out. Passer bys just look at him as if he came out of a bar drunk or something!
"So who is this here laughing boy?" Applejack ask Han puzzled.
"Right, what is his deal or what is he even doing?" Pinkie ask Han as she looks at the crazy pony puzzled. "Doesn't ring a bell or any bells!"
Han sighs in irritation as he explains, "That's Rockslide. He's just a lunatic as his brother - Ji. He thinks our empire is the cause of sufferings. Don't believe a word he said, everything is not true."
"So wait, what is he talking about?" Rarity ask Han in concern.
"Does he know something we don't?" Ben ask his future uncle Han seriously.
"It's best that you don't find out. Come on. Let me show you around. So, who's hungry? I'm starve." Han said, smiling as he heads off to lead the newcomers to find something to eat.
Ben chuckled uneasily, "Same old uncle Han..."
-----------
Han found a place for everyone to sit and eat at. They needed some food after what they have gone through so far. Twilight and her friends prepare to eat...well, they would've but the looks from anyone nearby made them uneasy and concern. It's like they aren't being trusted.
"What's wrong? You're not touching the food." Han said to his new friends in concern.
"Ponies are staring at us. And I know why - we're outsiders from West. We need something to make them not worry about us. The last thing I want is get ponies suspicious of us." Twilight said seriously.
"Oh dear, I hate the looks." Fluttershy said nervously. She was trying to hide under the table as if wanting to disappear and pretended that this world doesn't even exist!
"Right, we got to at least stay out of sight." Rainbow said in agreement. It's best to avoid being seen or be suspicious by anypony!
"Do you have any idea, Han? We need some disguises to get us blend in." Ben said to Han who gave a thoughtful look on his face.
Han smiled as he spoke, "I know somepony who can help us. Follow me."
In the market town nearby, Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed Han as they were reaching to the end. They found a young lighted brown Earth Pony with a black mane in bun shape and short tail dressed in his dark green peasant robe and his Cutie Mark is Golden Dragon Symbol with twin blades standing at his stall in selling strawed shoes and hats, and some robes standing at his stall in selling strawed shoes and hats, and some robes.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped in shock. They know who this point is at once, since they've met him before!
"Hey, Virtue." Han said to Virtue, getting his attention and surprising him.
Virtue gasped, "General Han. Welcome back again. It's great to see you again. How may I be service?"
"My friends need some dress code. Everypony, this is-!"
All but Han spoke up at once, "Virtue Dragon?!"
"You-You know me?!" Virtue ask in surprise and bewilderment. He just met these new ponies but they somehow know of him!
"Well, I was told that you were... were the best seller!" Twilight exclaims, trying to describe Virtue without giving him a heart attack.
"Right, and the best friend one can do so if need be." Nyx said with a smile. "As well as making disguises in case of any problems.
"Really? Wow... That's some business." Han said to Virtue Dragon in amusement. He didn't think he could be getting such a great title like this.
Virtue Dragon chuckled uneasily, "Not really. Business isn't very good. Just lucky to get some bits. Anyway, how can I help you?"
"Yes. We would like to buy some robes, headwears and shoes for ourselves." Twilight said to Virtue with a smile. If anyone could help in that department, it would be Virtue.
"I don't know what you might find but I hope they will help you."
Rarity hissed in disgust, "Do we have to? Can't we buy some place else?" She really hates the idea of wearing just tacky disguises!
"Rarity! Virtue Dragon is our friend and ally! Are you really gonna ignore him?" Applejack ask Rarity with a frown.
"Right, do you have to be like this everytime you find tacky clothes?" Rainbow ask Rarity, rolling her eyes at this.
"Rarity, come on!" Pinkie exclaims to her friend, even she didn't like her comments.
Rarity sighs while apologizing, "Sorry. Old Habits. I would never ignore him. Let's see what you've got."
Virtue Dragon introduced his dress codes and items for Twilight Sparkle and her friends to look and choose. 
Twilight Sparkle worn a noble bluish Chinese night dancer dress-like, similar to her old Grand Galloping Gala dress while her mane and tail are tied in a ponytail. Ben worn a golden Kung Fu suit-like. Applejack worn a brownish Chinese farmer robe while wearing her cowboy hat. Rainbow Dash worn a cyan Chinese Warrior armor. Rarity worn a Chinese Princess dress's robe-like. Fluttershy worn a Dragon patterned greenish Cheongsam. Pinkie Pie worn a pinkish Chinese Chef dress. Spike and Phobos worn straw hats and armors only. Nyx worn a small Chinese robe.
Han whistled as he comments to Virtue on his work, "Amazing! You outdid it again, Virtue."
Virtue Dragon bowed as he responds, "Thank you very much. I hope you find them comfortable."
"Well, it is nice." Fluttershy said meekly to Virtue.
"Yeah, you outdid yourself, Virtue." Rainbow remarks with a chuckle.
"My farmer robe is appropriable and right." Applejack said in approval of her farmer robe.
"Yes, you did made something special." Rarity said with a smile of approval. Perhaps she was wrong in saying what she said before.
"Thankie a lotie!" Pinkie giggles, bouncing around while doing her best not to ruin her new clothes.
"I think the family and I are in approval." Ben said while Nyx and the Dragons nodded in agreement. The clothes that Virtue has made is indeed good.
Twilight Sparkle passed a bag of 300 bits to Virtue Dragon. She compliments, "Thank you for the dress, Virtue. We owe you one."
"I can't take that much! It only cost 50 bits only." Virtue exclaims in shock at the problem that is given to him. The bits are a lot for clothes that cost 50 bits!
"Nah. We've got more. Besides, you needed more than us." Applejack remarks to Virtue with a chuckle.
Fluttershy nodded as she spoke, "You were gentle and kind pony. So, you deserve it for your own home with your brothers."
"Right, they must be proud of ya." Phobos remarks to Virtue with a smile.
Virtue however looks down, sighing, "I don't have brothers."
"Virtue Dragon has always been alone since he and his family were poor." Han explains to Fluttershy and Phobos puzzled. What gave them the idea that Virtue even has brothers?
"What are you talking about? You have brothers! They were-!" Pinkie spoke up, but Applejack quickly shoves a hoof in her mouth before she gives too much away.
"Us! All of us because we helped each other! So, use it for us! We insisted!" Twilight exclaims quickly. She hopes that Virtue and Han doesn't catch on to what Pinkie was going to say.
Ben whispers a reminder to Pinkie, "Pinkie Pie, Virtue haven't met Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper after the rebellion. It's not the time to say so right now."
"Ben's right. Right now, he's on his own. The least we can do is make sure he gets to meet them." Applejack whispers to Pinkie in agreement.
"And Nyx? Not a word, got it." Spike whispers to Nyx who nodded slowly. Now is not the time to be random like Auntie Pinkie Pie!
"Okay." Pinkie remarks, muttering with Applejack's hoof in her mouth which she soon removes.
Virtue Dragon pauses then takes the bow. With a humble bow, he spoke, "Thank you. I will treasure it for your friendship and generosity."
"You're welcome, my friend..." Twilight said to Virtue gently. Hopefully he will put the money to good use!
As Twilight Sparkle and her friends were walking away while following Han, they took a glance at Virtue Dragon struggled in getting some customers to buy his merchandises and clothes. He sighed in upset and disappointment as he continued to wait for the next one. They all worried about him. They turned and talked with Han Zero.
"Eh, General Han," Twilight Sparkle said in concern. Han Zero turned to her. She asked, "Do you think he'll be alright? No customer wants to buy stuffs from him?"
Spike nodded in agreement, "Man, it must be hard for him now..."
Han sighed, "He'll be fine. I hope so. It's not his sales that I'm worry about. It's his kindness and compassion."
"What's wrong with that?" Fluttershy asked in concern.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. There's nothing wrong to show some kindness."
"You don't get it, girls. His kindness is giving the money away to the poor," Han said in concern as he pointed at Virtue Dragon. The seller whistled as he quickly passed bits to some poor ponies, who smiled and hugged him before they left. Han groaned, "That's what I'm worry. He's giving out his own bits to poor."
"Ooh... That's so overdo..." Rainbow Dash said in concern, "I get he worry about others but he doesn't have much bits for himself and others."
Applejack sighed, "Yeah. We really need to help him somehow."
"There is a way," Han said in concern. He sighed, "But the government won't allow it. Unless he has the military training paper proof, he won't able to get some salary."
"Oh, it's so not fair..." Pinkie Pie said in concern.
Nyx nodded in agreement, "Nope, it isn't. I just hope Virtue Dragon can make it out alive."
"Oh, he will," Han Zero said firmly. He smiled, "Now that is done. We should be heading to Great Wall of Ma."
Ben chuckled happily, "I've always want to see it. I was told it was the best landmark Land of Ma has."
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Me too. I want to see what it really looks like, and how long it is."
"Yeah," Mane Six, Spike and Nyx exclaimed in agreement.
"Didn't we just saw it when we came by?" Phobos asked in annoyance, "Besides, what's so great about the Walls? What does it do?"
Han smirked in amusement, "Oh, you'll see. And believe in me, this project took us 10 years to complete after the unification. It wasn't easy. Come on. And behaved yourself, my brother and Azure Phoenix are in-charge of the projects."
"Hey, who is that?" Nyx asked as she pointed at the brown older unicorn with short beard dressed in older yellowish robe and worn a minister's headwear-like. She hummed, "Is he-?"
"Yes, he is, Nyx. He's Rockslider's older brother - Thunderstorm."
Thunderstorm announced, "Ponies of Ma! Be reasonable! Qin Dynasty has destroyed everything! They claimed it is good for our kind and our sake! All nothing but lies! You must not believe in him! You must join the cause! And together, my brother Great Oracle Ji will bring true unification and harmony to our land! And together, we shall usher the Way of Peace! Join us now!"
Ponies chatted and muttered in concern about Thunderstorm's announcement and chats. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked worry and concern about it.
"Come on. Let's go. Nopony would be stupid enough to do this," Han Zero said in annoyance.
Han Zero then led Twilight Sparkle and her friends all the way to the Great Wall of Ma. As they were on their way, Ben got hit by a tonfa. He yelped in pain as he fell to the ground hard. They turned and looked at him in concern.
Ben groaned as he slowly get up while holding the tonfa, "What the-?!"
"Sorry about that! I guess I didn't know my strength." 
Everyone looked at their direction as they found a Pegasus stallion with brown goatee, brown short mane in bun with crown and short tail in his earlier 30's worn while worn the crimson and golden armor approaching them. He took his tonfa up and placed it on his back. Rarity and Rainbow Dash gasped in realization.
"Brave Tiger!" Rainbow Dash and Rarity exclaimed.
"Wow! Father was right about you. You girls from the West know a lot about us," Brave Tiger said in amazement. He chuckled uneasily, "I hope you're not mad at me about this. I can easily get carried away."
Applejack rolled her eyes in amusement, "Who wouldn't know about that? We get that a lot."
Ben groaned, "As long you don't thrown a tonfa at me again, I'll be fine. Man that hurts. That thing weights a ton."
"Nah... It's light as the feather," Brave Tiger scoffed in amusement. He turned and found his father, his siblings and Tiger Army were on their way here. He waved to them, "Hey, father, Courage Tigress! Over here! Guess who I was talking to?!"
Claw Tiger looked up and smiled in amusement, "Well, what do you know? If it isn't my friends from the court. It's great to see you again."
General Han, Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed in respect to Claw Tiger and his clan in respect and firm.
Claw Tiger chuckled a bit, "I see you met my son already. And here's my other two children -!"
"Courage Tiger!" Rarity exclaimed.
Rainbow Dash squealed happily, "And Tigress! So great to see you!"
Brave Tiger whistled, "You guys are full of surprises. You westerns are... 'awesome'. Did I use the word, correctly?"
"You sure did, son," Claw Tiger said in amusement. He turned to his young ones, "Come on, you two. Greet the guests. Don't be rude and shy."
Courage Tiger - a 18-years-old light reddish Pegasus with brown short spiky mane and tail worn the crimson robe and armor while his Cutie Mark is Ferocious Tiger with two claws and Tigress - A 17-years-old light peachy Pegasus with a short brown mane and tail while her Cutie Mark was a Tiger Claw and Chakram, bowed in respect to Twilight Sparkle and her friends.
"Greeting..." Courage Tiger shyly greeted.
Tigress sighed as she nudged him, "Come on, Courage. Man up a bit for once! Sorry about him. He's shy as always."
"Been there, done that," Fluttershy commented.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed in respect to Claw Tiger.
"I see you accustomed to our traditional clothes," Claw Tiger said in amusement and happily.
Twilight Sparkle bowed, "Thank you, Lord Claw Tiger. So, what brings you here?"
"Just buying some markets. My wife can get cranky when there's no ingredients for her to cook. And when there's no ingredient, no dinner," Claw Tiger joked in amusement, "We'll be heading home soon."
Brave Tiger nodded, "Yeah. We've gotta keep our home safe from some bandits. You can never know when they'll strike, even though home is in peace."
"Not only that, our father is also the governor of Wuhu River. The Emperor entrusted him to look after it," Tigress said in amusement.
"Because you guys are Water Expert?" Pinkie Pie asked happily.
"Uh... Pinkie, it's called Naval Expert," Fluttershy said in concern, "If you don't like it, that's fine." 
"But still, I'm kinda curious and worry," Courage Tiger said in concern, "How did you Westerns know about us?"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in concern and worry. Rarity and Rainbow Dash looked scared and worry as they realized that they have spoken out too much about their friends from the past.
"Uh... Books?" Rainbow Dash answered uneasily.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. We also heard rumors. Being the children of Claw Tiger makes you quite famous. I'm pretty sure the mares and stallions would love you all. You all indeed inherited the courage and prowess from your father."
"I... I don't think I have such ability," Courage Tiger said in concern, "I'm not really that brave and prowess as my family."
Brave Tiger gave Courage Tiger a pat, "C'mon, Courage! Stop beating yourself like that! With some training and some hunting on bandits, you'll become a better warrior, even though you outsmarted me of some politics."
"Yeah, Courage! You need to man up a bit! You would have become... ew... 'awesome'?" Tigress said uneasily. She cleared her throat, "What I'm saying is that you've gotta stop being scaredy cat and be the tiger. After all, we are the Tiger Family."
Rainbow Dash nodded, "You've got that right, Tigress. And one day, you'll become the awesome warrior as your dad, bro and sis! You'll get lots and lots of warriors supporting and helping you to defend the Wuhu River! The most awesome of all - you'll be future Emperor of Water Tiger Kingdom!"
Rarity yelped before used her newspaper whacked on Rainbow Dash, "Rainbow Dash, you're not supposed to tell him that!"
"What?! Emperor?! Me?!" Courage Tiger exclaimed in concern. He gulped, "I think that's too ambitious and scary. I need to faint!"
Courage Tiger fell on the ground hard in shock. Brave Tiger and Tigress approached and checked on Courage Tiger.
"I think you've said too much," Pinkie Pie said in concern.
"What the heck was that about," Claw Tiger asked in concern.
"Just being random and crazy as Pinkie Pie?" Rainbow Dash exclaimed as she make her mane into Pinkie Pie, "I love Party! Who wants to party?! I do! I do!"
Pinkie Pie groaned, "You just have to do that, don't you?"
Brave Tiger chuckled, "You guys are sure funny but 'awesome' I think."
"Yeah. I hope we can have some fun together again," Tigress said happily.
Claw Tiger smiled, "So, where would you be heading?"
"To Great Wall," Han Zero explained, "I want to take them on the tour for the most important landmark of our home."
"Ah, yes. I understand. I hope we'll meet again. Good luck and have some fun, my friends. Watch out for the enemy too as well. You will never know when they strike."
"I agreed. The rebellion is getting worse for last two years."
"I know what you mean. Hopefully, it would be quelled sooner than later. There's no telling what kind of damages it may inflicted on our home especially this so-called 'Great Oracle' Ji."
Han Zero nodded, "I hope it's not serious. I'll see you later."
"Well, see ya." Claw Tiger smiled as he turned to his family, "Brave, Tigress; let's go home. We need to wake your brother up now."
Brave Tiger and Tigress helped Courage Tiger as they and their father headed off at once. Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed down in respect to them. Han Zero then led Twilight Sparkle and her friends to Great Wall of Ma.
---------------------------------------------
Han then decided to take Twilight Sparkle and her friends to the Great Wall of Ma. They spent for noon in reaching to their destination. Upon arriving at the Great Wall, Twilight and her friends awed in amazement and surprise of what they just saw.
Twilight Sparkle sighed happily, "I've always want to see the Great Wall! This is amazing!"
Nyx squealed happily, "Yeah! That's the biggest and longest wall I ever seen! It's no wonder everypony considered it to be the most important landmark."
"It's just a long walls only," Phobos said in annoyance, "The Unicorns could have blast it out anyway!"
"Not exactly," Han Zero said in amusement, "These walls are no ordinary bricks."
"What do you mean by that?" Ben asked in surprise, "They all looked ordinary bricks."
Rarity nodded, "I agreed. It's just pained with silver to look like it's a real steel."
Applejack hummed, "I don't think so. They looked like they're made of real strong steels and metals. And I'd say that's one way to prevent the bad guys getting in. So, what kind of materials did you'all use?"
"You're gonna like this one. Just follow my lead," Han said in amusement.
Han Zero led Twilight Sparkle and her friends to the construction and camp sites for Great Wall. They stopped by two familiar characters - Anger the brown and older Earth Pony with black short spiky mane and tail worn worn the bluish armor and Navy Arrow the younger Unicorn one with brownish yet hairy mustache and beard dressed in blue general armor and phoenix's helmet-like.
"Hold! This is restricted area. Nopony is allow to enter," Anger said firmly.
Navy Arrow chuckled, "If I were you, I'd better not stick around. He gets easily angry."
"No worries. They're with me," Han said calmly. He turned to Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "My dear friends, these are Anger and his little brother Navy Arrow."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed down in respect. Pinkie Pie and Nyx hummed happily as they looked at Anger.
"What the heck are you looking at?" Anger asked in annoyance.
"Sorry, it's just that you don't have the eye patch," Pinkie Pie said happily, "I kinda like that because it makes you the pirate! After all, they don't call you One-Eyed Anger for nothing."
Nyx nodded as she placed the eye patch on Anger's left eye side, "As Auntie Rainbow Dash, you looked awesome with this!"
Pinkie Pie gave the mirror for Anger to look at. Everyone yelped in concern as they know Anger would be furious about it. Instead, Anger laughed in amusement.
"If I had my lose my eye, I would have worn it. Not bad," Anger remarked in amusement as he took the eye patch out from his left side, "I don't know what 'pirate' is but sounds interesting especially One-Eyed Anger. I would like to take that title if I lose one."
Navy Arrow whistled, "Wow. You've got him there. He usually gets grumpy when someone mess with him. And believe in me, you don't want to mess with him. He's not very gentle with anything especially the little one."
"Arrow! That wasn't very funny."
"Hey, don't look at me. It's the truth. You always get grumpy when it comes to kids or insubordinate soldiers." 
"Grr... Arrow, I so hate it when you compliment me about my temper..."
"Whatever, brother. You worry too much. So, what's next? Here for the tour?"
"Yes, we are," Han Zero said, "Where are my brother and Wolverine Thrust?"
"At the Great Wall of Ma camp," Anger and Navy Arrow answered in unison.
Anger and Navy Arrow led Han Zero and his guests all the way to the camp sites of Great Walls. They found Azure Phoenix and Wolverine Thrust were chatting and discussing about the Great Walls structure.
"It looks like you need some help on the structure," Han joked.
Wolverine Thrust and Azure Phoenix turned to their back. They both were surprise as they greeted Han Zero and the guests for arriving at the location. Han Zero smiled as he replied.
"Just showing our friends here of what Great Wall is all about. And believe me, they think it's just bricks."
Wolverine Thrust and Azure Phoenix looked surprise before they laughed in amusement. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were shock and confused about it.
"My friends. The Great Wall's bricks are no ordinary." Azure Phoenix said in amusement.
Wolverine Thrust nodded, "Perhaps, a demonstration and tour to the Great Wall. Trust us. You'd be surprise of it. Follow us."
Wolverine Thrust and his two Generals guided Twilight Sparkle and her friends across the construction site. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were amazed and surprised by the workers' effort on construction of Great Wall. 
The workers found couple of giant silver and grayish stone-mixed from some of mines or transports delivering the materials to them. They all hammered them down very hard to a few pieces. They then sharpened them into shape of bigger bricks. They then moved and pushed the bricks via the couple of rolling logs all the way to the Great Walls. They used ropes and hooks in carrying big bricks to the walls where another group slowly placed and stick the bricks to the Great Walls of Ma.
"Wow... The workers really work very hard on this work," Fluttershy commented.
Rarity nodded as she took a glance at the strange rocks, "Indeed. But I had never seen this kind of stones before. Are these what made for bricks on Great Walls?"
"Yes, Lady Rarity. We know that the enemies will do anything to break through it by brute force and magic," Wolverine Thrust smiled while looking at the Great Walls, "So, that is why we use new materials that makes the walls very strong, impenetrable and magic-proof as well."
Azure Phoenix nodded in agreement as he explained, "What you are holding is very rare and special materials we ever had at Land of Ma - Armonium."
"What's Armonium?" Spike asked curiously as he took a bite on it. He yelped, "Ouch! That hurts!"
Azure Phoenix chuckled, "Of course, Armonium is a very strong, impenetrable, endurable and magic proof - and also dragon bites proof. Nothing or anything could ever pierce its walls. And that is why it is a perfect use for Great Walls."
Han Zero nodded in agreement, "That's not the only reason. The mountains are too steep and high for anypony and even intruders to climb up. Unless you know the passage wall to the top, it will tire you out in a minute and second."
"That's cool and all. What happen if there's the flyers?" Rainbow Dash asked. Wolverine Thrust cleared his throat as he showed the worker fired the dragon-shaped turret-like. As the worker demonstrate the turret's attacks on the sky, it hits some puff of sky. She whistled, "Okay. That wouldn't be the problem..."
Pinkie Pie looked from her position to the left end and then to the right end by literally stretching her long neck. She yelped in pain. Everyone was in shock by her ability.
"So, how long the Great Wall is?"
Han Zero smiled, "21,196.18 Kilometer."
Wolverine Thrust smiled, "As you can see my friends, Great Walls of Ma is impenetrable. If there's anything wrong, the torch will be lighted and alerted Land of Ma of the intruders. The Land of Ma will be safe from harm. Convince enough?"
"Definitely..." Phobos commented in shock, "I so not want to get on your bad side..."
Nyx noticed some workers grunted and groaned in exhaustion and sleepy. The soldiers knocked and whacked them in waking up and continued the work. Twilight Sparkle and her friends noticed it. They all looked worry about it.
"Don't you think you should let the workers to take the break," Fluttershy said in concern.
"We would. But deadline is near. We have to finish it by the end of June. This means we have 15 more days to complete it." Wolverine Thrust said in concern, "And believe me, you do not want to see the Emperor's bad side. It's not good."
"Unless we have some ways to accomplish it," Azure Phoenix said in concern while looking at incomplete structure of Great Walls, "We all gonna lose our heads."
Anger huffed, "We'll never get it done."
Navy Arrow sighed, "Well... When the Emperor demands something, you've gotta get it done before it's too late. I hate this job..."
Everyone gave in some thoughts of what needs to accomplish it. Twilight Sparkle smiled as she had the idea. She told her friends of the ideas especially their modern vehicle designs - measurement and managing skills, excavators and even using a rectangle box of Armonium Stones. 
Twilight Sparkle, Azure Phoenix, Spike and Nyx worked on measuring the Great Wall's empty holes. Applejack, Rainbow Dash, Pinkie Pie, Ben Mare, Phobos, Wolverine Thrust, Anger and Navy Arrow worked on labor duty through moving the giant Armonium Bricks via shields, carrying via ancient yet manual excavators and leading the laborers. Rarity, Fluttershy and Han Zero worked on coloring the rectangle boxes into grayish walls-like. They spent exactly 15 days to complete it. The Great Walls of Ma is done.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends including Qin Dynasty Officers commented and remarked happily that they actually manage to finish the work in time.
"Can you believe it?" Navy Arrow asked in surprise.
Anger nodded, "Having Western Ponies here was a great idea. We've managed to get the work done."
Azure Phoenix smiled as he turned to Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "We owe this to them."
Wolverine Thrust smiled as he and his generals bowed down, "You have our eternal gratitude. I'll be sure the Emperor rewarded your effort and talents for accomplishing the Great Wall structure complete. He would be please of it. The Land of Ma will be safe from harm now."
"It was nothing. We are glad to help," Twilight Sparkle commented happily.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends commented happily of helping the ponies.
"We now can go home for rest," Navy Arrow said happily.
Anger nodded, "Indeed. This works tire us down a lot..."
Rarity gasped, "I can't believe it! We forgot about it!"
"We don't have the place to stay..." Fluttershy said in concern.
Han Zero smiled, "Leave it to me. I'm way ahead of you. We should go home now."
Everyone hummed in concern as they all wondered of what he was thinking about. How can he able to get the house for them to stay?
---------------------------------------------
In evening, Han Zero had invite Twilight Sparkle and her friends to stay his home for the rest. He gave them a tour about his home before arriving at the large room.
"Make yourself comfort," Han Zero smiled, "It's the least we can do."
Twilight Sparkle bowed, "Thank you so much, Han. We owe you one."
"It was nothing. You already owe me for completing the Great Walls construction," Han Zero smiled, "Get some sleep."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends commented happily to Han Zero while saying goodnight to him as well. They all get some sleep on their beds for sleep.
Pinkie Pie sighed, "You know I kinda like this place."
"Me too," Rainbow Dash commented.
Twilight Sparkle scoffed, "Let's not get over our heads. There're lot of things were about to happen. And I have the feeling that something is gonna happen..."
"You could be right..." Ben said in concern, "But let's get some sleep..."
Han Zero was on the way out. He found his brother Wolverine Thrust eating his Bak Chou buns. His brother turned and looked at him.
"You just have to bring them here?" Wolverine Thrust asked in annoyance.
Han scoffed, "What? Just to ignore them? Come on. What kind of stallion am I? I learned it from Virtue Dragon."
"Oh dear... Learn too much if you ask me..." Wolverine Thrust said in annoyance. He turned and looked at the window, "Let's just hope nothing goes wrong at our home..."
---------------------------------------------
At the altar, both Thunderstorm and Rockslide entered it as they approached the older Unicorn stallion, who was praying to it. He has five to then braided brown mane, brown mustache and messy long beard worn the monk yellowish robe with black vest as well as some beads while holding the brownish magical fiery staff-like. 
"Brother," Rockslide exclaimed in concern, "No, Great Teacher Ji, I have bring troubling news."
"I see..." Great Oracle Ji said calmly and harmonically, "So, the Emperor really did bring the West to our land. And now, the Qin wish to move against us..."
"Huh?!" Rockslide was shock and surprise as he asked, "How did-?"
Great Oracle Ji answered. "The Heaven has spoken to me." 
"Then, Great Teacher," Thunderstorm cleared his throat, "Please use your power to guide our children to salvation."
"Yes, you must! We have more than 100,000 followers joined our cause! Guide us all," Rockslide pleaded, "Bring us true harmony."
"Yes. The time of Emperor's and his Qin has passed. The end has finally come, as well as the new beginning..." Great Oracle Ji said calmly and firmly. His body glowed brightly. He continued his parying, "This land shall now witnessed the new Age of Way of Peace."
With the words has spoken, Great Oracle Ji fired his staff at the altar. It then shaken very hard as it shot the powerful brightly light beam to the sky. It created the powerful dark storm. Great Oracle Ji sighed calmly.
"And thus, the great history and legendary of Three Kingdoms of Ma is about to begin. Starting with the first rebellion - The Yellow Scarf Rebellion..."
To be Continued...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 2: The Yellow Scarf Rebellion

"During the Qin period, the signs of impending rebellion were everywhere," The Narrator narrated, "Ever since Qin Dynasty unify the Land of Ma as one, they ruled the land with iron hoof, cruelty, fear and brutal force had thrown the land into chaos and caused ponies to suffer greatly. In this time of uncertainty, ponies found themselves yearning for change."
Qin Dynasty Soldiers stormed the villages and houses in making sure Ma Ponies pay the taxes to the government, as well as make them fear them and their leaders by beating them, threatening them, torturing them and even ransacking their belongings. Bandits and rebels emerged out for theft, assassination on the ministers or attacking villages.
Great Oracle Ji, Thunderstorm and Rockslide stood on the mountain peak above the millions of Ma Ponies. As the Leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion make announcement, the followers cheered proudly and happily for their Great Teacher while raising and waving the yellowish flags up wildly.
As Great Oracle Ji gave the word, the army of Yellow Scarf Rebellion launched full scale invasion across the Land of Ma. The rebels burnt down the villages as well as stealing and ransacking the belongings and items. Civilians screamed in fear as they all ran away from the rebels. Yellow Scarf Rebellion followers surprised and murdered the guards and soldiers, and even the innocent.
"Ji, the leader of religious sect known as the Way of Peace, fanned the flames of rebellion and formed an army. This uprising would later come to be known as the Yellow Scarf Rebellions. Its threat loomed like a dark cloud over the Qin."
Upon receiving the report, Emperor Qin Wang Di screamed in anger about it. He then gave the order to his ministers and generals to eradicate the rebellion at once. They all bowed and nodded firmly and proudly. The Grand Army of Qin Dynasty including Azure Phoenix, Claw Tiger and their own army marched out to the battlefield as they searched and hunt the rebellion down at once.
"Sensing impending danger to his Dynasty, Emperor Qin Wang Di raised the call for troops across the land. He gave the order of rebellion's destruction. Will this restore the land's peace or bred more destruction to its dynasty?"
---------------------------------------------
Icky Cook and his group of eunuchs marched across the land for announcing The Emperor's declaration about 'War against the Yellow Scarf Rebellion'. He also informed the imperial officials and military officers in making preparation for war. He then came to Wolverine Thrust's home as he make the announcement to both of commanders, who both bowed down.
"And therefore, Wolverine Thrust is made to be General-in-Chief while Han Zero is his Second-in-Command. The Emperor entrusted the task to you both to hunt and defeat the rebellion." Icky Cook announced. He closed the scroll while looking at them both, "I hope you're prepared for this, my friends."
Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero sighed firmly, "I will give my life for the Emperor and this kingdom! We will not fail!"
Icky Cook smiled as he passed the imperial decree scroll to Wolverine Thrust, "I'm glad to hear it, my friend. Good luck. And don't show mercy to those rebels. Take care, brother."
"I will, my friend," Han Zero smiled.
Icky Cook and his eunuchs turned and headed off at once. Both Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero turned and entered their home. They were discussing about the subject at living chamber.
"I know Ji is nothing but nuisance and annoying," Wolverine Thrust sighed, "But I'd never expect him managed to recruit millions. This could be troubles..."
Han Zero nodded, "Yeah. It looks underestimate him. For past five years, Ji and his Yellow Scarf Rebellion are ready to invade and attack the Imperial Palace."
"We're gonna stop it. We're gonna kill their leader. This will bring their morale down for good."
"And what happen to those followers? Capture and execute them?"
"That is for the Emperor to decide. We follow his order to defeat the enemies and protect the nation. That is the important military regulation, do not forget that."
"Don't worry, I won't," Han Zero sighed in annoyance, "Yeesh. When are you gonna stop treating me like a mere child when I'm 26 now."
Wolverine Thrust huffed, "And yet, you make quite a big mess like you and Concubine Yue have a big sleep together."
Han Zero groaned, "Hey! That wasn't funny! I was out cold! I can't let anything bad happen to her."
"Whatever. You're lucky that I haven't made the report about this." Wolverine Thrust scoffed in amusement, "Speaking of report, what we should do with the Western Ponies? We can't let them join our forces. It's too dangerous especially the rumors about Ji and his brothers able to summon the elements."
Han Zero sighed, "We just leave them here since Ma Lou Yang is well guarded and protected from the invaders. Until Ji and his rebellion are dealt with, nopony is gonna be safe especially here."
"Agreed. We cannot tell them about this..."
---------------------------------------------
Within the guests' room, Twilight Sparkle and her friends chatted with each other as they had overheard what Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero had discuss. They were all disappointed yet annoyed and upset by the generals' concern and remarks.
"Can you believe them? They think we can't handle with some bandits because we're mares," Rainbow Dash remarked in annoyance, "The nerve of those guys."
Applejack nodded in agreement, "Yeah. I wonder if they even realized that Equestria is actually ruled by a mare first than the stallion."
"True... But remember, girls," Rarity sighed happily, "Ma Ponies would never let a beauty like me to get their hooves dirty. After all, a hero saves the damsel in distress."
“Ugh. It’s so obvious of ya to say that, Rare.”
“Right, come on, in this time of age, even mares can be seen as heroes.” Rainbow remarks, rolling her eyes at Rarity’s comment.
Twilight Sparkle hummed, "Either way, we won't able to see the battlefield. The Yellow Scarf Rebellion is the first stage for Qin Dynasty's Fall as well as Three Kingdoms foundation. Thus, the story of Legend of Three Kingdoms begin."
"Well, it's not like they're gonna let us in so easily," Spike said in concern.
Ben nodded, "The Land of Ma never let mares to be involved with war because they're important, elegant and beautiful for stallions to lose."
Phobos scoffed, "I rather stay inside than risk my scale for some fight. Safe and sound."
"Maybe there is a way," Nyx said happily as she looked up and asked, "Mr. Narrator, can you help us get to the battlefield?"
“Wow, I knew she would do that like me.” Pinkie comments, making her friends chuckle at that.
Narrator chuckled a bit, "Why certainly. And do not worry about your disguise. That can be arranged. Leave it to me. Prepare for the next journey, my friend..."
The scene glowed brightly as everything went in blank. Twilight Sparkle and her friends disappeared from sights.
---------------------------------------------
Spring 145 A.E.,
As the light slowly died down, Twilight Sparkle and her friends emerged and appeared on the Qin Military Camp site. They all worn the Qin Military Armor. They were shocked and surprised by sudden appearance at the battlefield.
“Nice transition.” Pinkie said with a smile.
“It’s like teleportation but it’s not.” Fluttershy said quietly.
Twilight Sparkle hummed, "Where are we now?"
"The Heaven's Altar..." Narrator answered, "For months, the Qin Military Army have managed to defeat and repel the rebels all the way to the north. However, the innocent followers were killed on the battlefield, captured by the imperials or even escaped. However, this will be Yellow Scarf Rebellion's Last Stand."
“’Yellow Scarf’.” Phobos remarks with a scoff. “You would’ve thought they came up with something original.”
“Well, that’s what they used back then.” Nyx reminds her pal of this fact.
"Lookie!" Pinkie called as she pointed at Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero discussed with the familiar Earth Pony worn the greenish armor. She gasped, "It is him - Virtue Dragon is here!"
“Wow, is that really him?” Rarity ask in amazement and admiration. “He looks so handsome.”
“Well, he does look a bit nice.” Fluttershy said quietly, agreeing with Rarity.
“I’d hate to mess with him.” Ben said, whistling in amazement.
"We should get close and listen to what they're saying," Nyx suggested.
Twilight Sparkle nodded in agreement, "Good idea. Let's go."
As Twilight Sparkle and her friends moved to the main camp, they all quickly lined themselves in vertical straight line on left side. They then began overheard the discussion between two generals and Virtue Dragon.
Wolverine Thrust hummed in concern, "Virtue Dragon, I told you before. This is no place for you to join the battlefield. You're gonna get yourself hurt. And believe me, this will be a bloody fight. Please leave, now. For your own sake. Han, please."
Han sighed, "He has the point, Virtue. I know you want to help but you're very inexperienced with wars. Go back home now."
"You are correct. Right now, I have no great experience or strength by which I can prove my worth." Virtue Dragon hissed in anger. He then bowed to the ground as he pleaded, "However, the land is in need, and I will not allow to abandon the innocent ponies."
Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero hummed in concern and thoughtfully about what Virtue Dragon had say. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were amazed and surprised by his speech.
Virtue Dragon then looked at the generals as he pleaded, "I ask you, General Thrust and General Zero, may I join? There is a strength that resides not in stallions' hoof. We must overcome the chaos within our land!"
"He's not gonna stop?" Wolverine Thrust asked in concern. Han Zero shrugged. He sighed in defeat, "Fine. I really hate your persistence. It's really get on my nerve to do. But you sure got guts for the battle. I'm going to place you in command of one of Han's volunteer units."
Han Zero smiled, "It looks like you're in, Virtue."
Virtue Dragon gasped as he quickly bowed down again, "I thank you for your generosity and support. I shall do all in my power to repay your trust."
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Yeah, sure. Just make sure you don't disobey the order or distract us from important mission. Just keep him out of troubles."
Han Zero nodded in understanding. He helped and get Virtue Dragon up, "Welcome to the Black Tiger Squadron. I hope you're ready for this."
"So, do I." Virtue Dragon nodded in agreement.
“And thus, the group has begun!” Pinkie booms out. Her friends shush the pink pony to avoid giving them away.
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Since we're done with the discussion, we should begin the war council. The rest of the generals are here. You should come as well. You are one of our commanders."
Virtue Dragon nodded in understanding, "Y-Yes sir. At once!"
Virtue Dragon followed Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero to the main camp on the eastern side. Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed them from behind.
---------------------------------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed three generals as they all headed straight to the military main camp for half an hour. Upon arriving to their destination, three of them entered the camp. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were about to enter it but stopped by the Qin Soldiers.
"This is the restricted area. You are not allow to enter it," Qin Soldier said firmly, "General-in-Chief Wolverine Thrust is having meeting session with his generals. Leave now!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends grunted in annoyance about the treatment. They then walked away at once.
“How rude, how very rude!” Rarity exclaims, disgusted by the rudeness by the soldier.
“I mean, we just wanna watch. What a Super Duper Meanie Pants.” Pinkie remarks in agreement.
“Those Qin Soldiers act like they own everything.” Rainbow remarks bitterly.
Twilight Sparkle smiled, "It's okay. Besides, we can go and check the camp out. Just stay out of trouble, got it?"
Her friends nodded and commented, "Got it!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked around the main camp. They saw the register pony signing the recruits in joining the military, soldiers were training and sharpening their skills, blacksmith ponies were sharpening the weapons, soldiers resting and eating their foods, and the stallions had their own free time.
“Well, this must be where the stallions goes to have fun.” Ben said, commenting on the activities.
“If you call this fun of course.” Applejack comments in agreement.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends came across couple of soldiers cheering wildly and happily. They then spotted a familiar dark brown muscular Pegasus had a brown spiky mane and a short tail, his Cutie Mark is a wine gourd and curve serpentine bladed spear worn the greenish armor, sitting down on his seat. He was putting tons of fried bean buns into his mouth.
"Is that-?!" Rarity asked in shock.
Fluttershy nodded in agreement, "It is! Warpath Temper!"
"94... 95... 96... 97... 98... 99..." Volunteered Soldiers cheered wildly and happily. 
Warpath Temper growled as he put last bean bun into his mouth, "100!"
The Volunteered Soldiers cheered wildly and happily, "Hooray for the lieutenant! Long live the champion! Nopony can the general's record! He's the winner!"
Rainbow whistles in amazement, “Now that’s incredible.”
“Eh, I can do more than that.” Pinkie remarks with a shrug, waving a hoof of dismissal at this.
Warpath Temper took a big swallow of bean buns into his stomach. He snorted before spitted the mucus out. He turned and gave the disguised soldiers his glare.
"What the heck are you looking at, brats?" Warpath Temper demanded in annoyance.
Volunteered Soldiers laughed in amusement, "Did you see that?! Oh ho! They're asking for it! Yeah, everypony knows that nopony messes with Warpath Temper! Yeah, once you duel, you're dead meat! Good luck with that, newbie! You're gonna need it! Nopony can win this duel!"
“Eeep.” Flutterhsy said, whimpering. “I sure hate to fight him.”
“Yeah, he looks tough.” Nyx whimpers in agreement. Even as her Adult form, she finds fighting this guy to be scary!
"Whatever! I don't pick a fight with weakling." Warpath Temper groaned in annoyance. Twilight Sparkle and her friends smiled uneasily as they quickly turned away. He scoffed, "You're not worth my time, chicken boys."
"Chicken Boys?!" Phobos demanded in anger, "Say to our face, you big fat pork chop! You're no different from Mrs Piggie!"
"PHOBOS!" Twilight Sparkle and her friends exclaimed in concern.
Volunteered Soldiers gasped in shock, "He did not just do that to Warpath Temper!"
"Ni Zhe Ge Xiao Gui (Why you little brat)?!" Warpath Temper exclaimed in anger. He turned and glared at Twilight Sparkle. He roared in anger, "I'm gonna kill you!"
"Uh, did I ever tell you how Pinkie Pie, Fluttershy and I survived his wrath?" Rarity asked.
“Yes…and on that note, I think Phobos has made a big mistake.” Rainbow said, realizing that Phobos has gotten them all into big BIG trouble here.
“So anyone got any ideas?” Applejack ask, worried big time.
“Just one.” Pinkie said, seemingly calm at first.
Rarity screamed, "RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed in fear and worry as they quickly ran off. Warpath Temper screamed in anger as he gave chase. Volunteered Soldiers cheered as they went after them.
As Twilight Sparkle and her friends continued running, they got rammed straight on a strong Unicorn. They moaned and groaned painfully as they fell to the ground. They looked up as they encountered the dark crimson Unicorn with black long mane, tail, beard and mustache worn the green headwear and dark greenish dragon armor while his Cutie Mark is crescent bladed with greenish dragon symbol. He was working on sharpening his Green Dragon Crescent Blade.
Fluttershy gasped, "Blade Dragoon!"
Pinkie Pie screamed happily, "We're safe!"
"Can I help you?" Blade Dragoon asked in concern.
"WHERE ARE YOU?!" Warpath Temper demanded in anger. 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in concern as they quickly hid behind Blade Dragoon's back. Warpath Temper and his supporters have arrived at the area. He was armed with his Forked Serpentine Bladed Spear. He spotted them behind Blade Dragoon's back.
"Let me at them! They owe me some ounches!" Warpath Temper demanded in anger, "Did ya hear me?! Move it!"
Blade Dragoon huffed as he armed with his Guan Dao, "No! I will not allow you to harm these newly recruits."
"They insulted me! This means a duel! And nopony gets away with it!"
"A mere insult wound you? What a pity for you to fall for some unnecessary words..."
"You dare challenge me?! You got some nerve, alright, buddy?! You're gonna regret that!"
"I regret nothing. I will stand for their honor! And believe in me, they didn't mean to insult you! They know your capabilities."
Warpath Temper huffed, "Tell that to that stupid dragon! He started this!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends glared at Phobos, who yelped and looked in concern about this.
"Either way, I will duel with you," Blade Dragoon said firmly as he armed with his Green Dragon Crescent Blade, "If I win, you will leave them alone!"
Warpath Temper smirked as he armed his Forked Serpentine Bladed Spear, "Alright, then! If I win, I will have yours and their heads as my trophies! Bring it on!"
The soldiers surrounded both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked worry and concern about this.
As the gong rang, both warriors charged in at once. Blade Dragoon swung his Guan Dao from below while Warpath Temper slammed his spear from top. As they both clashed, they departed as they quickly and fiercely swung and clashed their blades at each other for ten rounds. They departed at once. Warpath Temper departed before thrust his spear at the dodging Blade Dragoon for few times. Blade Dragoon dodged down before launched his pole's edge in hitting Warpath Temper's chest hard. 
The Pegasus roared in anger as he pulled the pole up, pulling the Unicorn up. Warpath Temper gave the hard punch on Blade Dragoon's face, who recovered and gave the hard punch back at the former. They both armed with their blades as they swung theirs at each other for few times. The soldiers cheered wildly and proudly to both warriors.
Ben whistled, "Wow... That's really rough. I've always want to see these two fight with each other. These guys are really tough."
Rainbow Dash nodded, "I so do not want to be either's bad sides."
“So which sides are those?” Pinkie ask randomly and being silly.
“Pinkie, not now.”
Twilight Sparkle hissed, "This better ends soon. I hate to see other generals get mad about this..."
---------------------------------------------
Within the Military General's Camp, Wolverine Thrust was having a War Council with his generals including Han Zero, Virtue Dragon, Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger. General-in-Chief was seating in his main general seat while the rest sat in both the left and right lines of seats. In the middle was the long table and a battlefield map of Heaven's Altar.
"Since everyone is present here, we can begin the war council now." Wolverine Thrust said sternly to everyone. "Let us begin with current situation especially the enemies. Azure Phoenix, status report."
Azure Phoenix bowed down as he spoke, "Based on our Dragon Scouts' reports, this is the latest enemy's positions."
They were looking at the map, which consists of a few blue boxes on southern areas while the yellowish boxes are the northern areas. The southern area consists of various and lots of camps while the northern one has some hills, mountains and a altar one on top path.
Azure Phoenix pointed at Oracle Ji's position as he continues, "Oracle Ji is located at the Heaven's Altar, which is the top of mountain while," The future Lord of Ma pointed at Rockslide and Thunderstorm's positions, "both Rockslide with five officers on first hill and Thunderstorm." Azure Phoenix now pointed to the other units. "The rest of officers and commanders are positioned front line. This is no doubt that the Yellow Scarf Rebellion are making their last stand to fight us."
Han Zero nodded as he spoke, "If we were to win this battle, we must defeat and destroy all of the Yellow Scarf Rebellion including Oracle Ji for good. But if you were to get killed, brother; our force will be defeated." 
Claw Tiger nodded while speaking, "Commander's right. If that happen, then the defense on Imperial Palace will be open for the enemies to breach and destroy our kingdom including our emperor and alliance with the Western Ponies."
Wolverine Thrust hummed, "Let's us begin with strategies. Provide as much as you can."
Claw Tiger smiled. He spoke, "I shall lead the vanguards. We will deal with any enemies' frontal assaults. And above all, we can spring the traps and ambushes for the main units' safe passage. We will reach to Heaven's Altar and finish the enemies off for good."
Azure Phoenix nodded before pointing at four Allied Units. He explains the next part, "Our allied units including that foolish Diamond Dog General Cruez have set their camp at the narrow path, which given the enemies the chance to attack and trap them. I shall lead my units to rescue them. Perhaps a message to give them when I accomplish my target?"
"It's so obvious. He will be demoted to Captain for insubordination and disobedience to my command. This will serve his punishment." Wolverine Thrust remarks, scoffing at what will happen.
"What should we do next? Defend the main camp?" Han Zero ask. He wonders what they will do next here.
"I will defend the main camp. Our main units must blocked the enemies' advance to our Imperial Palace. I want you and your volunteer units go and assist General Claw Tiger on frontal assaults. I don't know what Ji is up to, but this can't be good."
Han Zero scoffed, "Since when there's good? Knowing Ji, he may tried to perform some kind of super power magical to summon the natural disasters."
"To demoralize our troops? Possibly. However, no unicorns could perform such dangerous ability." Azure said, knowing that there are no unicorns to do such thing.
"Still, we should be alert of it. As Sun War quote, 'never underestimate the enemies, be weary and eliminate the threat, even the smallest one'."
"He does have a point. We should be high alert of the enemies especially Ji and his brothers." Claw Tiger said, knowing it is unwise to underestimate the enemy at this point.
Wolverine Thrust smiled as he spoke, "I have made my decision. Azure Phoenix, rescue that useless Cruez as well as our allied units. Han Zero and Claw Tiger, lead the frontal assaults. We shall destroy the rebellion for good! Prepare for war!"
"Yes, General-in-Chief!" All exclaims at once. Looks like everything has been tied up...except for one.
"General, I have a concern of strategy!" Virtue Dragon exclaims. Everyone looked at him. He pointed at the village. "What about the villages on the northeast? Should we at least send some dispatch units to defend it?"
"Commander Virtue, the enemies will defend the leader then attacking the village." Wolverine Thrust pointed out with a sigh.
"But still... As loyal Imperial Officers and Soldiers, we must also defend the ponies including the villagers. Please, I ask your permission - let me and some small unit go and protect it. The small bandits may attack it."
"Permission denied! We are bound to defend the Emperor and its kingdom! And our priority is to defeat and kill Ji and destroy his rebellion!"
"But, general-!" Virtue Dragon begins to protest. How could Wolverine Thrust even think of turning his back on those villagers?
Wolverine Thrust holds up a hoof, interrupting Virtue Dragon, "That is enough! I will not hear about this! Han Zero, I trust you will not disobey that order, as well as sending him off to save village."
"I... I..." Han Zero said in hesitation. He didn't wish to disobey orders but didn't wish to risk innocent lives.
"General Han! Can I trust on this task?"
"Yes! Yes, sir!"
"Good. Dismiss. Prepare for the final assault. I want the rebellion put down by evening!" Wolverine Thrust exclaims in satisfaction. Some of the soldiers felt a bit uncomfortable, leaving a village to the enemies like this.
-----------------
As Wolverine Thrust and his generals exited the main camp, they saw the volunteer soldiers cheering wildly and happily. They were watching both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper continuing their duel nonstop.
"Unbelievable... Han and Virtue Dragon, deal with this. Clearly, somepony has started this fight." Wolverine Thrust groans out in annoyance. Somepony has started this fight and he's going to end it. Han Zero and Virtue Dragon nodded and bowed in respect. "The rest of you - return to the camp and prepare for battles! Show no mercy to the enemies!"
"Yes sir!" The others exclaims, saluting their leader.
Applejack yelped, "Girls! Han and Virtue Dragon are here! We'd better go and hide now!"
"Right, if they catch us here, we're in big trouble!" Rainbow exclaims in agreement.
"Right, no need for them to find out how the fight got started." Ben said in agreement while nodding quickly.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends quickly walk away at once before they get themselves in trouble.
Wolverine Thrust and his generals left the camp at once. Both Han Zero and Virtue Dragon approached to the fight. They witnessed how ferocious and strong Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper are when they were battling with each other.
"Of all the soldiers and officers, I have never seen these kind of warriors before. Those two are very strong and powerful..." Han Zero whistling in amazement at how the two are fighting well.
"Indeed. With them, we can save villagers and ponies from danger. I wonder if they have some compassion and nobility to the innocent." Virtue Dragon said thoughtfully. These two would be great when helping the innocent.
Han Zero sighed, "Virtue, we just discussed about this..."
"I know. But I felt we should. I just can't ignore ponies."
"They will be saved by defeating the rebellion. That's a promise."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "I hope so..."
Warpath Temper roared wildly as he jabbed his Serpentine Spear to the ground. Blade Dragoon did the same thing but got slammed to the ground by the Pegasus. Both ponies punched each other very fierce and wildly. The soldiers continued cheering for both of them as the fight moves on.
Han Zero sighed in concern, "I think this has gone too far..."
Virtue Dragon nodded as he spoke, "I agreed. I will handle this."
As both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper rammed and pushed each other's heads hard and fierce, Virtue Dragon came in-between as he held and pushed them back and aside. Both of them were surprise and shock by his attempt.
Warpath Temper growled at the interference, "And just what do you think you're doing?! I hate somepony interrupting my fight! I'm almost winning this fight!"
Blade Dragoon scoffed skeptically, "Hardly..."
"What was that?!"
"Both of you, enough! You two both possessed remarkable strength and skills. I suggest you fight on the battlefield, not with each other." Virtue Dragon said sternly to the fighters. He isn't going to let this madness continue onward! Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper grunted a bit as they went in silent for the moment. "All of you are Imperial Soldiers! And it is your duty to protect and save the lives of innocent and kingdom! So therefore; fight with the enemies of our kingdom, not each other! We are brothers-in-arms and comrades! We must fight together as one! For the ponies, we must not lose!"
Everyone remained in silence for the moment while looking at him. Blade Dragoon smiled as he gave an applause, followed by one volunteer and another. Warpath Temper even gave in while cheering wildly.
"Wow, he sure knows one way to end a fight." Pinkie said, smiling at the scene.
"Yes, without even throwing a punch too." Fluttershy said quietly. "Makes me glad he's on our side."
Han Zero smiled as he spoke while trotting on over, "You sure have a way with words to those soldiers."
Blade Dragoon smiled and bowed. He comments, "You are right, commander. Please forgive me."
Warpath Temper grunted in anger, "Look, if you think I was fighting, I didn't start it! Okay? Someone just insult me. He still owe me a punch!"
"Perhaps, you shouldn't be distracted by words. They mean nothing. I mean they have a reason to do it." Virtue said. Warpath Temper went silent, thinking on those words. "By the way, my name is Virtue Dragon. It is an honor to meet you."
Blade Dragoon smiled, saluting as he spoke, "It is an honor to meet you as well. My name is Blade Dragoon."
"The name's Warpath Temper. I hate it when you're right. I did insult them a bit. But that's because they don't have the guts. I was going to train them, not hurt them." Warpath Temper said with an annoyed sigh. He did do the insulting thing first to be honest.
"You should change your attitude. Your temper is the reason why they ran away from you. But now, I don't see them ever since we ended our duel."
"I just hope they're not offended by it so much."
"Either way, we should prepare for battles." Virtue Dragon suggested to everyone. He's right, the soldiers must be ready for the big battle up ahead.
"I agreed. We will be on front line together with Tiger Army. We're gonna put the end of Yellow Scarf Rebellion for good. Prepare for battle!" Han Zero orders to the soldiers.
"Yes, sir!" Everyone exclaims, saluting as they prepare themselves for what is going to be the biggest battle of their lives.
As Han Zero and his officers walked away, the volunteer units headed and prepared themselves for battles via donning the armors and armed with their weapons.
"Well, the fun last as it can. And the worse about it is that we don't know who wins the fight." Rainbow said in annoyance. She wanted to see who won!
Rarity roll her eyes as she remarks, "Really, Rainbow Dash? We're lucky to avoid Warpath's temper."
"Yeah, we don't want to go through that ever since our Cutie Map adventure from Tasty Treats." Pinkie comments randomly.
Spike glances at Phobos as he comments, "If it weren't for Phobos, Warpath Temper wouldn't have chase us all the way here to get into trouble!"
"What?! He insulted us!" Phobos protests innocently to Spike. Warpath Temper deserved the insult!
"The next time you want to insult, insult quietly inside your head." Nyx said in annoyance to her best friend. He could've kept what he said to himself!
"Now now, let's not be this way." Fluttershy said to the trio kindly. "We all make mistakes."
"Yeah, but why did his mistake almost got us killed?"
"Well, either way, it's over. And best of all, we get to see three of them met." Ben said thoughtfully. It's true, at least this way the heroes of the present got to see an event of the making.
"Does this mean they're brothers now?" Fluttershy ask Ben curiously.
"ot yet, Fluttershy. It's after the rebellion that they make the oath. But I don't know where they will do."
"Either way, we should prepare for ourselves. The war is coming." Twilight said seriously. The biggest battle of the war is coming up and the heroes of Equestria got to be ready.
"Yeah. According to Mr. Narrator, this will be Yellow Scarf Rebellion's last stand. And we've gotta be prepare for it." Applejack said in agreement with her friend.
"Right, we got to avoid dying or it will be our funeral." Rarity said, shuddering a bit. "And funerals make bad for my mane."
"So what isn't anymore?"
Rainbow remarks with an annoyed sigh, "Well, it's just too bad that we don't get to see what other two ponies doing."
"That can be arranged. Behold, the Eagle Eye. This will allow you to see what your friends from the past are doing. However, they will not able to see you when I allow you all use it. Twilight Sparkle, you have experienced it before..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped as their eyes got glowed brightly. 
-----------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends shook their heads like they just woke up from the dreams. They found themselves at the Phoenix Camp.
"This is just like before. We're seeing what the ponies we know are doing." Twilight comments in amazement.
"Right, except we can't get in the way here." Applejack said, remembering what the narrator just said.
"Not that we want to." Phobos comments, making Nyx roll her eyes at this. "What?"
"You know what." Nyx remarks dryly. She notices something and pointed with a hoof, "Look!"
Riding his blackish Speed Dragon Storm Runner, Azure Phoenix has entered the Phoenix Main Camp, where Anger, Navy Arrow and a navy steel armored dwarf Pegasus with a short gentle beard and tail armed with a bladed shield were waiting for their lord. They all bowed before him.
"Welcome back, my lord. I hope you have a safe trip from Imperial Main Camp." One of the ponies spoke up.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he dismount his ride. He spoke to the one who just spoke to him, "Indeed, I am, Armorhide. Are the army prepared?"
"As you have instructed us, we are prepared, my lord."
"Armorhide, you can call me cousin if you want. We are related."
Armorhide bowed down as he explains, "I dare not, my lord. It is not my place."
"Either way, what's your order, cousin?" Anger ask his cousin. His place or no, he can call him cousin if he wants to!
"We will rescue our allied units from narrowed areas including Cruez." Azure Phoenix said with a nod.
Navy Arrow groaned in annoyance, "Why am I not surprise? Our soldiers will be surrounded by Yellow Scarf Rebels."
Azure Phoenix nodded as he explains, "It is height of foolishness to set up camp at that area, when you have such numbers."
"True. However, you will be promoted when we rescue Cruez and his army." Armorhide said to Azure Phoenix, knowing an opportunity for his cousin when he hears it.
Navy Arrow chuckled in agreement, "A perfect opportunity. I like it! You'll make a name for yourself!"
Azure Phoenix nodded as he continues, "Indeed. This chaos is the one to embark our quest to conquer the land."
"I know that as well as anypony. So, are we done talking?" Anger ask. He wonders if the conversation is over, this is one pony who wants to get to the fighting already.
Azure Phoenix smiled, answering, "Come, let us go! And do this right."
"Let's get on it. Navy, Armorhide! To war!"
Navy Arrow and Armorhide calls out at once in unison, "To war!"
Anger, Navy Arrow and Armorhide quickly mounted their Dragon Rides. Azure Phoenix did with his. With the gates opened, the Phoenix Army were prepared to march. As the leader of Phoenix Army trotted off, they and the army followed him. They all headed straight to narrow area where three allied units struggled in battling with the bandits.
Azure Phoenix had his Storm Runner rammed the Yellow Scarf Rebels hard while swing his Imperial Phoenix Sword in attacking them. Armorhide stayed close to his master while swinging his Bladed Shield in defeating them. Navy Arrow fired his arrows at them. Anger jumped down from his Dragon Ride as he approached while swing his Scimitar in defeating them. Phoenix Army charged and battled with Yellow Scarf Rebels while helping and saving their allies.
"One was determined to use the turmoil to make a name for himself. His name is Azure Phoenix - the Hero of Chaos. With numerous loyal followers such as his cousins Armorhide, Anger and Navy Arrow; he threw himself into the battle. For within his heart burned a secret ambition, the likes which the world had never seen..."
"Wow." The Dragons said in amazement.
"So that's how he got a name for himself." Twilight said with a smile. To hear Azure getting his nickname "Hero of Chaos" amazes her!
"Next - Claw Tiger and his family..."
-------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends got transported to the Tiger Camp. Like before from Azure Phoenix's camp, the Tiger Soldiers cannot hear or see them. They spotted Claw Tiger approaching his children and a white humanoid bulldog with brown patches worn the crimson heavy Chinese armor-like, who were waiting for them.
"What do you think they're talking about?" Rainbow ask curiously.
Rarity shrugged as she spoke, "No doubt they're making preparation for the battlefield."
"Right, as my big brother would say, War is Tartartus." Applejack comments on something her brother said.
"Yeah, I heard Apple Bloom saying it too." Nyx comments. "Although the last part is rather different though..."
"Ugh! Why am I not surprised? Did she picked up the word..."
Spike shushed Applejack before she could say the word, "It's going to start!"
Claw Tiger explained to his sons and officers about the plan he has discuss with generals. They were surprised and shocked about it.
Courage Tiger hummed thoughtfully, "So, the leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion is here. We must take this opportunity to slay him and bring an end to the chaos."
Brave Tiger nodded in agreement as he spoke, "Yeah, father! Let's get moving! I don't want to fall behind."
Anchor chuckled in amusement, "Always rushing into the battle, don't ya, young lord? I too want to join the battlefield."
Tigress noticed Claw Tiger's looks, causing her to speak up, "Father, is something wrong?"
Claw Tiger shook his head as he answers, "Nothing... I was just hoping that we don't come across any trouble.'
"Father? If you hate it, then why must we involved in this war?"
Courage Tiger sighed as he explains the situation to Tigress, "If we don't fight, the war will spread to our lands. To keep our nation safe, we have to destroy the conflict at its root." He's right. Unless the heroes fight, the war will consume all. The cause of this chaos must be brought to an end.
"Very wise, young master. Indeed, true." Anchor said, approving of Courage Tiger's wise words.
Brave Tiger scoffed in disbelief at that, "But there's more to it than that! We're helping out the Imperial Army here. And the Palace will soon realize just what we can do. Isn't that right, father?"
Anchor sighed as he spoke to Claw Tiger, "Oh boy... Young lord, your father-!"
Claw Tiger interrupts Anchor before he could continue, "It's okay, Anchor. After all, Brave Tiger is very hotheaded for the battle. But remember son, we're here to end the conflict, not earn for glory."
Brave Tiger sighed, knowing that his father is right, "I know. But still, you're Tiger of Wuhu River. You should deserve more credits. From what I see, we all do the dirty works. Those so-called generals and ministers did nothing."
"True. But we all have more noble cause than others. Do not bother of it so much. Come, it's time we get going."
"Yes, sir!" All exclaims with a salute. No time for any delays, time to get going!
"To battle!" Claw Tiger orders his men in determination.
Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan mounted their Dragon Rides. As the gates opened, Tiger Clan charged into the battlefield, where the large army of Yellow Scarf Rebellion charged right at them. 
Claw Tiger charged while swinging his sword at them. Anchor swung his large anchor club-like in knocking the enemies off. Brave Tiger armed with his Tonfa, Courage Tiger wielded his Tiger Sword and Tigress armed with her Charkrams charged and battled with the enemies fiercely. Tiger Army charged and battled with the enemies.
"One pony who lamented the chaos with a heavy heart. His name is Claw Tiger - the Tiger of Wuhu River. Together with his family - Brave Tiger, Courage Tiger, Tigress and veteran officer Anchor, he dedicated himself to driving back the tides of war. For he prayed that era of peace could return in time of chaos..."
"Which it did, but we're going too far ahead here." Pinkie comments, making her friends chuckle at her random comment.
"With that over, it is time to return to your position..."
---------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends got snapped back to reality. They found themselves marching within the volunteer army. Nyx is now in her Battle Mode. Han Zero and Virtue Dragon were riding their Dragon Ride while Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper walked on their hooves. They were now heading straight to the battlefield.
"It looks like we're back to our present." Twilight said, seeing where they're going.
"Or the past's present." Ben pointed out, seeing that they're still in the present of the past.
"Still, shouldn't we go back and help?" Fluttershy ask, remembering how a certain village is still in danger.
"Only if..."
"HEY! Come back!" A voice calls out in horror, interrupting what Ben was going to say.
Han Zero and his army halted as they turned to their eastern direction. They found two peasant ponies charging straight at them. The peasant ponies bowed down and pleaded.
A young peasant pleads in horror, "The Yellow Scarf Rebel are upon us!"
An elder peasant nodded as he explains, "Please! You have to help us!"
However, a Qin Soldier pushed the peasants down hard as he scowls, "Know your place! We are the Imperial Army! We have no time to waste with worthless plebs!"
"Yeah!" The other Qin soldiers exclaims in agreement.
"Ugh. No wonder they were such jerks." Nyx comments quietly and annoyingly, recalling the confrontation with the mean Qin soldiers.
"Yeah, glad we stopped those guys before what's his name brought them back to life for good." Rainbow whispers in agreement.
"I can't believe they would do that and turn their back on these innocent ponies." Rarity whispers in concern. Don't these guys see that that these peasants needed help?
"Let's keep moving! Don't fall behind!" Han Zero insists, demanding that the troops move onward in light of this interruption.
"But General-!" Virtue Dragon protests. He still find it upsetting that the army is going to leave these peasants to suffer like this!
"That's an order! This is not an open for discussion."
Han Zero and his army continued marching to the north. The Peasant Ponies pleaded and begged for help. Virtue Dragon looked guilty and shame of ignoring the ponies. Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper felt his pain, but pretended to ignore and more concern with the fight.
"What are we going to do? We can't just leave those poor ponies behind?" Rarity ask her friends in concern. As the Element of Generosity, she cannot ignore those in need of help.
"I know, but we can't interfere in the past." Applejack said with a sad sigh, remembering what the narrator said.
"Right, we do something, we could endanger our lives and the space time continuity and cause the whole universe to go kaboomy!" Pinkie exclaims, explaining the consequences should the heroes try to help.
"Is that even a word?" Rainbow ask, arching an eyebrow at the word "kaboomy".
"In the Pinkie Pie dictionary, duh!"
"One hope." Twilight said thoughtfully. She got an idea on how to help. The Alicorn clears her throat and spoke loud enough for any pony nearby to hear her. "Wow... Can you believe those ponies? They can take care of themselves! They're not so important! Our job is to kill the rebels!"
"Twilight, what are you doing?" Fluttershy ask, shocked that her friend is acting like that.
"Yeah, are you going cranky?" Pinkie ask Twilight, also shocked at this.
Twilight Sparkle whispered to the others, "Provoke Virtue Dragon to go and help villagers. And hopefully, Blade and Warpath Temper can help too."
Rainbow got the idea. She calls out, "Yeah, I mean why do we even help lame-os like them?"
"Oh yeah! Ain't worth our time and effort." Applejack said. She's trying her best not to lie but at the same time try not to make it look she's pressuring Virtue Dragon and the troops.
"They are lame, and don't need our help!" Ben exclaims quickly, making one of Virtue's eyes twitch a bit. "Hey, we shouldn't even be involved, right?"
"Yeah! Right! Who cares?" The Qin Soldiers laughs, joining in on the taunt. They don't know or don't care who started it, the soldiers want to join in!
That's more than what Virtue Dragon is going to take. He growled, "That is it! I will not turn my back on Ma Ponies! I'm going back to help them!"
Han Zero interrupts Virtue Dragon before he could heads off, "Commander! Follow the orders!"
"Damn the order! I didn't join the military force for glory! I did it to help and save lives! And I will do it, with or without your order!"
"Virtue! You will get court martial! This will be your only chance to join the military and earn your own bits."
Virtue Dragon growled, "Maybe... But nothing more important than protecting and saving the lives of innocent..."
Han Zero looks surprised. Virtue Dragon is willing to defy orders and risk court martial just to help the innocent. He hummed in concern, "It looks like I can't convince you... Fine. Here's my order. Take as many troops as you can to help and protect the innocent."
"Really?"
"I will try and find a way to make sure you won't get court martial. Now go. Help those ponies."
"Thank you!" Virtue Dragon exclaims with a smile. He turns to the troops while calling out, "I need volunteers now! Join with me! We will save our ponies from danger!"
"Yeah! We will! Yes! We can't let those creeps win!" Some of the men and a few of volunteer soldiers calls out, agreeing to join the fight.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Thank you so much." He turn to Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper, hoping for their help. "Will you join me?"
Warpath sighed as he shakes his head, "Sorry. I'm here to get rid of rebels. I'm pretty sure those bandits were stealing and getting bits. Nothing serious."
Blade Dragoon remained silent while looked away from Virtue Dragon. He was ashamed to say anything. He wanted to help but cannot defy orders. What to do?
"That didn't go well?" Ben remarks dryly. Looks like those two won't help in light of the heroes' efforts.
"I will stay and convinced both of them to help us." Fluttershy said in concern. She wants to try to convince Warpath and Blade Dragoon to come along on this.
"Indeed. It looks like those two need some serious reminding!" Rarity exclaims with a frown. Those two need a serious reminding, even a knock in the head if need be!
"I want to help too!" Pinkie exclaims, bouncing up and down in determination.
Twilight Sparkle nodded. She spoke to the ones who are staying behind, "Okay. Meet us at the village!"
Virtue Dragon sighed, knowing that it's useless to change their minds, "I see. Very well. I wish you all luck in the battlefield. Soldiers, to the village!"
Virtue Dragon took 30 volunteers including the Mane Three, Ben, Spike and Phobos as they were heading off to help the village. Rarity, Fluttershy and Pinkie remained behind as they continued convincing Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper.
Rarity glares at two as she ask, "So, that's it? You're just going to leave those innocent ponies to die for your selfish glory?"
"What happen if it's your home, are you gonna ignore it?" Fluttershy ask, disappointed by the two's choices.
"You guys are cowards!" Pinkie exclaims angrily and randomly.
"Who are you calling cowards?!" Warpath Temper roars out in fury. He can forget the insult from Phobos but what Pinkie said is going too far! "You're gonna regret with those words!"
Blade Dragoon stops Warpath as he said, "No! They are right. I join the army to not only defeat the rebels, but also saved lives. Virtue Dragon was right. Nothing is more important than lives. My sense of honor forbade me to abandon it."
Rarity sighed, relieved that Blade Dragoon has changed his mind, "Thank you. I'm glad you thought about it, Blade Dragoon."
"What about you, Warpath Temper? You're not seriously leave those ponies, aren't you?" Pinkie ask Warpath, wondering what he will do now.
Fluttershy spoke out, hoping to play to Warpath's conscience, "I hate to see those poor children get hurt. If that happens, it won't be rebels' fault but us. I can't bear to think of that."
Warpath Temper screamed in annoyance, "I hate it when you make me think about kids! Fine! I'm going! Not because you owe me this, but those rebels are gonna pay if they laid a hoof on the children! I will kill them!"
"Then, go! You have my permission. Make it quick." Han Zero said with a sigh. But he is secretly proud that those two are risking getting into trouble for the sake of others.
Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper bowed as they exclaim, "Thank you, sir!"
Rarity, Pinkie Pie and Fluttershy gave each other a high hoof. Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper were returning to the village, along with 20 more volunteer soldiers and the Mane Three.
Virtue Dragon and his unit were making their way back to the village. They spotted couple of Yellow Scarf Rebels charging at two peasants. 
Virtue Dragon jumped off his Dragon Ride as he quickly blocked the attack from reaching the defenseless ponies. However, he struggled in blocking and deflecting the attacks as he sees the pained and sorrowful eyes of bandits. He couldn't strike back them.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends quickly pulled the peasants to safety.
Suddenly, a familiar warrior came and rammed both bandits out. Warpath Temper gave the growling noise at them. They yelped and screamed in fear as they quickly ran away at once.
Warpath Temper groaned, "Come on, you can do better than that."
Virtue Dragon hummed in concern, "But... These bandits... They were peasants, driven to this by starvation, pain and suffering. How can we just..."
"Well... If you're that soft, you won't able to keep the vow you've just made from moments ago."
A group of bandits charged in as they were about to attack but they got knocked out by Blade Dragoon's slamming Green Dragon Crescent Blade to the ground. He turned to Virtue Dragon and Warpath Temper.
Blade Dragoon spoke, "Indeed. Now that we are here. You need the strength of spirit for the Ma Ponies."
Virtue Dragon thought for the moment. He looked at his volunteer soldiers, who smiled and nodded firmly. Twilight Sparkle and her friends nodded as well.
Virtue Dragon smiled as he said, "Yes, you are right" The hero turn to the two peasants to calm their fears, "Fear not, my friends. We will help you."
The young peasant from before spoke out happily, "Thank you so much!"
The elder peasant nodded as he exclaims, "Yes, please! Help us!" He is happy that some of the troops had agreed to come back to help those in need!
Virtue Dragon turned to the village, where the Yellow Scarf Rebels continued attacking villagers and ransacking it. He armed himself with his Twin Imperial Dragon Swords. His volunteer army did the same thing.
Virtue Dragon calls out with a roar, "Let us go, my comrades! For our ponies!"
All sans Twilight Sparkle and her friends roars out, "For our ponies!"
Virtue Dragon and his volunteer army gave the loud battle cry as they all charged straight to the battlefield. Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed them as well.
"Yeah, this is going to be awesome!" Rainbow exclaims excitedly, ready for a fight.
"I don't normally do this kind of fighting...but I will kick some flank before some ponies get killed!" Rarity exclaims, softly at first but more determined to fight.
"For our ponies!" Ben cheers out wildly as the others calls out wildly.
As Virtue Dragon and his volunteer army came close to the village, they rammed and charged through the rebels. Both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper swung their Green Dragon Crescent Blade and Forked Serpentine Bladed Spear at the bandits. Virtue Dragon helped and guided the ponies to safety. Volunteer Army joined the battle and save innocent lives as well. Twilight Sparkle did the same thing as well.
As bandits continued attacking on another area, both officers were standing there while watching the event. They even shown frowning, being upset. One was a fat Earth Pony with short black messy mane, mustache, beard and tail, and his Cutie Mark is a metal Asian Conical Hat and metallic wrecking ball; he worn a straw hat. His partner was young skinny Pegasus with short mane in a bun and short tail, and his Cutie Mark is armor and hook swords.
One of them scowls in disbelief, "This can't be. Look at them, Hook! They leveled this innocent village and its ponies with impunity! This isn't a new age! This is chaos!"
Hook sighed, "What can we do now, Bullock? We've made great mistakes in joining them. If we betray them, we will be hunted down by both the Yellow Scarf Rebellion and the Imperial Army."
Bullock scoffed in annoyance, "I rather fight with honor than playing dirty! One last chance, you numbskulls! Stop what you're doing or you're gonna get killed by me!"
The Yellow Scarf Rebellion ignored the two ponies as they continued attacking and burning the villages
"Always want to do the hard way." Hook groans out in annoyance.
Bullock chuckles a bit, "Good for me. I've always hate being nice, especially numbskulls like them. Attack!"
Bullock and Hook armed themselves with their wrecking ball and hook swords as they charged and attacked their own soldiers while saving the lives of innocence. As they continued attacking their former allies, they stopped and encountered Blade Dragoon defeating the enemies. Blade Dragoon noticed the two bandits as he approached and is readied to attack. Both of them were stunned by his appearance and weapon.
"Holy! Did- Did you see that?!" Hook gasps in shock and disbelief.
Bullock yelps out, "Aie... I had never seen somepony so magnificent and prowess. It's like we're meeting the Mystic Pony himself. Has the Heaven come and punish us?!"
"I don't even want to find out. We'd better be prepare for this! Apology now!"
Bullock and Hook bowed down before Blade Dragoon. It shock and surprise him. What is this?
"Tell me. Are you with the bandits or against them?" Blade Dragoon ask the two, arming himself in precaution.
"We were! But we turncoat on them! I've realize the error! We just want food and bits. That's all!" Bullock explains that he and Hook were working with the enemy but chose to turn on them. "We'd never want to hurt the innocent!"
"Yeah! It's the truth! Please, forgive us! We know we're wrong! All we beg is forgiveness and turn over a new leaf! Give us a chance..." Hook pleads for forgiveness from someone who was an enemy to them.
Blade Dragoon thought for a moment. He sighed, "Very well. Leave now. And if I ever see you harm the innocent, I will hunt you down!"
Bullock gasped, relieved that he and Hook were spared, "Yes, sir! I understand! Thank you so much! You won't regret it!"
Hook nodded, exclaiming quickly, "Me too! We promised."
Bullock and Hook quickly get up and ran off before they get themselves killed. Blade Dragoon hummed in concern while looking at them running away.
"Most unlikely bandits I ever seen... I hope they keep their words well." Blade Dragon mumbles a bit. If those two want to keep their lives, they should keep their word or else.
After defeating the Yellow Scarf Rebellion, the volunteers helped and took care of peasants. The villagers smiled as they gave gifts to the soldiers including Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper, and even Twilight Sparkle and her friends.
With peasants are at ease from the attacks on the village, both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper have a discussion with Virtue Dragon of what to do next. Twilight Sparkle and her friends eavesdropping on them from behind of the village's walls.
"Commander, we have fallen behind the Imperial Army considerably. We must pick up the pace and catch up." Blade Dragoon said seriously. The others got to catch up with the others before they fell too far behind.
Warpath Temper ask dryly, "What's the big hurry? It's not like they care anyway. We're simply volunteer soldiers. They probably aren't even missing us."
Virtue Dragon sighed as he shakes his head, "No, he is right. We must hurry and catch up with everybody. I've dragged us here too long..."
"You're too serious! Well, at least I'll get to go out there and see some action."
"Let us hope that General-in-Chief is not aware of our absence. We do not wish Commander to be in trouble." Blade Dragoon said, fearing that they and Han Zero would be in trouble should Wolverine Thrust find out what they just did.
Virtue Dragon nodded as he spoke, "Yes. Let us go. For our ponies."
Virtue Dragon and the Volunteer Army marched out at once. They were all heading out and meeting up with the rest of the Imperial Army. They began charging straight at the enemies on battlefield. Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed them at once.
"One who fought on behalf of the Ma Ponies. His name was Virtue Dragon, and rumored spread that he was once of Han Royalty before its crumble before the Qin Dynasty. His compassionate speech for ponies has inspired the soldiers, including Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper, to follow and join him in the battle. For within his heart, there was no greater cause than to ease the ponies' sufferings."
"Sure hope we did the right thing." Twilight mumbles, wondering if the heroes did the right thing here.
"Relax, Twiley. History is moving along fine. I'm sure Virtue and the others will be all right." Ben said to his love gently.
"I sure hope so too."
---------------------------------------------
Both Imperial Army and Yellow Scarf Rebellion continued battling and fighting with each other fiercely - clashing and striking the swords, shields and spears against from one to another. Han Zero and Claw Tiger continued leading the Imperial Army and Tiger Clan on the front line as they have managed to broken through the Yellow Scarf Rebellion's defense position.
After rescuing the trapped allies from narrow area, Azure Phoenix and his army made their way to the hill's edge. Navy Arrow and his archers armed with their arrows and bows. They launched the rain of arrows upon their enemies. Azure Phoenix nudged his Storm Runner off while Anger and Armorhide followed their leaders to the front line. 
Virtue Dragon and the volunteer army managed to arrive at the battlefield. They regrouped with Han Zero and his army as they battled some enemy troops. 
"I was wondering of where have you been," Han Zero asked in amusement, "I'd take that rescue mission is a success?"
Virtue Dragon nodded firmly, "Yes. What's next, General?"
"Defeat their leaders for good! Forward!"
With the loud battle cry from the Imperial Army, Han Zero then led them charged and pushed the Yellow Scarf Rebellions back. Twilight Sparkle and her friends also helped their allies as well. The Yellow Scarf Rebellion have taken a heavy casualties - most of them were killed, a few escaped in fear and some were captured. 
“I was right. War is Tartarus.” Applejack comments, recalling what she said either.
“Still, it’s for the best.” Twilight sighs in agreement. Hopefully one day, there won’t be anything like this.
Han Zero and the large army have arrived at the first hill. They spotted Rockslide and his army on top of the hill. They all worn the yellow and white Taoist's Robes. Some were holding and flapping the Taoism Flags wildly and proudly.
"There he is! Rockslide is dead ahead!" Brave Tiger exclaimed firmly.
Tigress smirked, "A perfect target practice with my bow and arrow to shoot."
"What are we waiting for? Let's get him!" Warpath Temper screamed wildly.
"No, you idiots! Hold your position!" Anger exclaimed in annoyance, "This could be a trap!"
Courage Tiger hissed in concern, "He's right! It could be a trap!"
"Yeah, right!" Brave Tiger, Tigress and Warpath Temper exclaimed firmly and proudly. They all armed and charged straight at Rockslide and his army. They smirked, "You're mine!"
Rainbow Dash dashed into the fight, "Yeah! Don't forget about me!"
Rockslide smirked as his horn glowed darkly. And just before Rainbow Dash and her team could do anything, couple of boulders dropped to the ground hard. They all began rolling down and straight at them. They yelped in concern and worry.
"So, not cool! Run!" Rainbow Dash screamed in worry.
“Right, I don’t think we can win this.” Applejack exclaims in alarm. “We done better run off!”
Warpath Temper, Brave Tiger and Tigress screamed in fear and worry. Rainbow Dash and her team quickly turn and ran away from the rock slides. As they reached to the ground, they ducked down at once while the boulders rolled and flew straight out. They all crushed on some of Imperial Units.
"Everyone, get back now! Get back!" Han Zero ordered firmly, "Stay away from the hill!"
The Imperial Army quickly moved away from the hill. They were relieved that they're safe from the attacks, yet they weren't able to launch the attacks on Rockslide.
"Think it's good to charge and attack?" Applejack asked in amusement.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Shut up..."
Rockslide chuckled in amusement, "There is no way through, you fools! You'll be crushed to death!"
Wolverine Thrust and his main units have arrived at the event as he saw everything, "What's the situation here?"
Navy Arrow groaned, "Could be tough to get by."
"Yes... It appears that the rumors about Ji and his brothers were true," Courage Tiger said in concern, "They can summoned natural disasters!"
"There must be a way to get it through!" Blade Dragoon said in concern, "Because if we don't, there is no telling what kind of disastrous could do to others!"
"There is one!" Claw Tiger said firmly, "Tiger Clan, assume your formation! Let's show these magicians of why we are called the Tigers!"
"YEAH!" The Tiger Clan cheered wildly and proudly.
Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan formed their position up into the ring formation. They all armed with their weapons and ready to attack.
Claw Tiger held his sword tightly, "Ponies from Wuhu River, charge!"
With the Tiger Clan gave the loud battle cry, they all charged straight to the rock slide. They dodged the boulders as quickly and swiftly as they can, though the soldiers got injured and wounded by the attacks. The enemy archers fired their arrows at the Tiger Clan to death, though a few of them got wounded and died.


Rockslide laughed in amusement, "Oh, please! There is no way you can make here! It's impossible!" 
Claw Tiger growled, "We shall see! Everyone, let's show what we're made of!"
As the archers continued firing and shooting their arrows down, Courage Tiger charged in as he slashed the arrows to pieces. Tigress fired her arrows at them swiftly.
As the large boulder coming right at them, Anchor charged in as he stopped and held it tightly from moving. And at the same time, Anchor punched the boulder back as hard and quick as he can. Brave Tiger screamed wildly as he charged and rammed it hard, sending straight back at the soldiers like bowling ball knocking the bowling pins.
With Rockslide knocked down hard, Claw Tiger jumped off from his Dragon Ride. The Tiger of Wuhu River screamed as he stabbed his sword on the Yellow Scarf Rebellion's general to death.
"It's over! Your cheap tricks have been stopped," Claw Tiger said firmly.
Rockslide coughed heavily, "Damn you, loyal dogs! You're gonna regret this. Your future... It's gonna be ruin!"
With his last breathe, Rockslide died. Rockslide ceased the attacks. Wolverine Thrust and the Imperial Army have arrived at the area.
"Well done, Claw Tiger," Wolverine Thrust commented. He turned to look at second hill, "Next, it's Thunderstorm. All units, march!"
Everyone nodded in agreement. Han Zero and the Imperial Army marched to the second hill. And just before they could do anything, they spotted the grayish fat Diamond Dog dressed in his purple Chinese Robe was leading his Diamond Dog Soldiers battling with the rebels. It looks like it's not doing so well for the Diamond Dogs.
"Wolverine, it's General Cruez!" Han Zero reported firmly yet amusingly.
Wolverine Thrust smirked, "Yeah, I see it. Its looks like we found him. Come on, let us rescue him."
"Mystics in Heaven, grant me strength! May the storm keep our comrades safe from harm!"
And just before Wolverine Thrust and his army could do anything; the cloud suddenly darken and stormy as thunders roared, the water drops fell from the sky and a strong current halted their paths from blocking.
“What…is that?” Rarity ask in shock and bewilderment by what she just said.
“What kind of attack is that?” Applejack ask, amazed as the others are.
Twilight Sparkle groaned, "It's Thunderstorm!"
"There he is!" Nyx exclaimed while pointed at Thunderstorm chanting from the hill's top. She groaned, "He must have summon it to stop us!"
Applejack hissed, "What are we gonna do?"
"Duh, charge! No storm is gonna stop me!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed proudly. She flew and charged through the strong wind blowing. As she tried to break through the storm, it was too strong to blew her away at once. She dropped to the ground hard. She groaned, "Okay... Not a great idea."
“That is why you must think before you act.” Ben said, reprimanding Rainbow for doing that. “It’s less reckless that way.”
“Shut up.”
Azure Phoenix hummed while looking at left narrowed path. He turned to Wolverine Thrust, "General! Can you occupy Thunderstorm for the moment? I have the plan."
Wolverine Thrust nodded, "Do it. It's not like we can do anything about it."
"Try to save General Cruez!" Virtue Dragon said calmly, "With your permission, General."
"Permission granted," Wolverine Thrust said calmly. And just before Virtue Dragon and his volunteer army could do anything, he continued in annoyance, "When this is over, you and I have a long discussion about your insubordination and responsible for your ponies!"
“Awww, man! Not good.” Rainbow groans out in concern upon hearing that.
“I sure don’t like the sound of that.” Pinkie said worried.
Warpath Temper hissed, "Yikes... I think he knew about the village."
"Indeed... It looks like he has some spies among our army," Blade Dragoon said in concern, "But... He said responsible for ponies? Is he complimenting?"
"Either way, we will talk about this," Wolverine Thrust said firmly, "Do what you have to do!"
As Virtue Dragon and his volunteer army struggled climbing the hills and against the powerful wing blowing while Wolverine Thrust and the Imperial Army remained behind, Azure Phoenix and his soldiers used the narrowed path in heading to an unknown location. The storm continued darker and fierce as thunder roared, rain poured heavily and wind blew very hard.
"We should help too," Twilight Sparkle exclaimed.
“Right, we may be mares and outsiders, but we aren’t pushovers.” Nyx said in agreement with her mother.
“Right, Twilight you first.” Ben suggested to his love thoughtfully.
Twilight Sparkle teleported to the front of Virtue Dragon and his volunteer army, she summoned the Magical Barrier in protecting her and her friends. They then continued march to the north as quickly as they can. Upon reaching to the top of hill, she enlarged her force-field in covering her friends and Diamond Dogs.
Yellow Scarf Rebellions screamed in anger as they tried to break through the force field. And at the same time, her friends including volunteer army and Diamond Dogs punched and kicked the enemies off. Cruez sighed in relief as he sat down.
"Thank you very much," Cruez thanked happily, "I'm grateful. So, where are you from?"
"We're just volunteer soldiers," Virtue Dragon answered.
"Volunteer Soldiers? I was rescued by the useless peasants?! As if dealing with Yellow Scarf scums aren't enough?! I've been more humiliated! This is unacceptable!"
Warpath Temper groaned, "Some idiot got some funny ways for appreciation."
Blade Dragoon huffed, "Indeed. It's no wonder Wolverine Thrust disliked him so much..."
“Geez, tell us about it.” Rarity remarks, rolling her eyes at the attitude.
"So, how the heck are we getting out?!" Cruez demanded in anger, "You'd better do something right, you useless peasants! Because if I get wounded or died, I will have your heads!"
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Doesn't he shut up for one minute?"
"And they say I'm whinny..." Rarity remarked in annoyance.
“Oh, you still are, Rare, you still are.” Applejack jokes, making Rarity frowns at her as a result of that.
"Need some serious backup now!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed in concern.
"Fools! You all cannot escape from this! You all are doomed!" Thunderstorm exclaimed in amusement, "It's over now!"
SCREAM! Thunderstorm turned to his back. He gasped in shock and concern as he found his soldiers got attacked and killed by Azure Phoenix and his army.
"Augh! How did you get here?!" Thunderstorm exclaimed in concern. 
Armorhide charged and rammed through all the soldiers out. Anger and Navy Arrow charged and defeated the infantries. And just before Thunderstorm could do anything, Azure Phoenix swung his sword in cutting and defeating the magician down.
Thunderstorm groaned, "Even with this magic, I could not defeat you. Forgive me, brother..."
With Thunderstorm defeated and killed, the storm slowly died down. Wolverine Thrust and his army marched all the way to the second hill. Cruez yelped as he bowed fearfully and worried before Wolverine Thrust.
"I will deal with you later..." Wolverine Thrust said angrily. He turned to Heaven's Altar, "Only Ji remained. Time to put an end to the rebellion! All units, attack!"
The soldiers gave the loud battle cry, the Imperial Army charged straight to the Heaven's Altar where the remaining Yellow Scarf Rebellion soldiers make the last stand to defend their altar and leader. With both sides clashed, both Imperial Army and Yellow Scarf Rebellion attacked and battled at each other fierce and determinedly.
While attacking the enemy troops, Azure Phoenix turned to Anger, "Anger, go! Finish Ji once and for all!"
"Father, go! We'll deal with these jokers!" Brave Tiger exclaimed.
Blade Dragoon nodded, "You too, Commander. End the conflict! For our ponies!"
Anger, Claw Tiger and Virtue Dragon nodded as they all climbed up the stairs to the top of altar while their allies hold and fight with the enemies as long as they can. Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed them as well to the top. They finally meet and encounter the appearance of Great Oracle Ji himself.
As the Great Oracle Ji levitated himself to the sky, "The Qin has already burnt out! Fools who would defy the Heaven's will - feel its fiery fury!"
And just before anypony could do anything, Great Oracle Ji summoned the blazing tornado-like out. Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in concern while Anger, Claw Tiger and Virtue Dragon remained firm while glaring at Great Oracle Ji.
“Yikes!” Pinkie exclaims frantically. “Auntie Em and Toto too, it’s a twister, it’s a twister!”
“Now is not the time to be random, Pinkie!” Rainbow exclaims, stating that this isn’t the time or the place to be random.
“Oracles can do that?” Fluttershy ask her friends in fear.
“Unfortunately.” Spike gulped a bit.
Anger huffed, "What a hothead..."
"Hmph. I am not frightened of a little fire," Claw Tiger said in amusement.
Virtue Dragon held his Twin Imperial Swords tightly, "For the ponies, I cannot retreat!"
“Any help would be nice!” Phobos exclaims frantically to Virtue Dragon. He sure doesn’t want to face this enemy by himself!
As Great Oracle Ji landed on the ground, the Imperial Officers armed and ready to attack. The fire tornado-like launched from the ground, attacking and striking them down. They were forced to retreat while avoiding the enemy leader's attacks.
And each time three heroes make the attempt of attack, Great Oracle Ji used his blazing tornado as his blockades and defenses against them.
"Burn, flames of judgment!" Great Oracle Ji exclaimed proudly, "Turn the infidels to ash!"
"It will take more than your stupid tricks to stop me," Anger exclaimed firmly while armed with his scimitar, "Prepare yourself!"
Anger cried as he charged straight at Great Oracle Ji. As he raised his both hooves up, the blazing tornado came to his aid. As they came in of blockade, he dodged and avoided them. He rolled to the front of Great Oracle Ji. Anger swung his scimitar to strike the leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion down, but he was blocked and deflected by his staff. After five times passed, Great Oracle Ji fired Fireball Magic Blast at Anger off to the ground. The leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion launched multiple Fireball Magic Blasts at Anger.
As Anger was about to meet his doom, Claw Tiger jumped and deflected the blasts as quick and swift as the cheetah for the moment. He growled calmly as he armed with his weapon, the Tiger Dao glowed in reddish. He screamed as he unleashed the power of Tiger Claw Strikes at Great Oracle Ji, who quickly summoned the magical barrier and launched the blazing tornado charging at Claw Tiger. Claw Tiger ran and dodged the attacks quickly as he can while swung his sword at Great Oracle Ji, who blocked the attacks. 
Anger came from enemy's back as he tried to strike him down. Through his martial art skills and his sixth sense, Great Oracle Ji used his staff and jabbed at Anger's chest before fired his Fireball Magic Blast at Claw Tiger off. Both heroes got up and charged at Great Oracle Ji, who blocked and deflected the swinging swords from them for few times. And before both of them could do anything, Great Oracle Ji slammed his hooves down in summoning Firestorm Repel Spell on them.
Virtue Dragon jumped up as he tried to slam his Imperial Dragon Swords on him, but blocked for the moment. They both departed the attacks as they swung their weapons at each other fiercely and wildly for few times. Great Oracle Ji screamed wildly as he fired his multiple Fireball Magic Blasts at Virtue Dragon out. And just before the volunteer leader could do, the leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion summoned another group of blazing tornado blasts-like for his defense.
"Damn it! We can't get close to him!" Anger exclaimed in anger.
Claw Tiger growled, "There must be another way!"
"Because if we don't, the chaos will never end!" Virtue Dragon exclaimed in concern.
"We've got to help them," Rainbow Dash exclaimed in concern, "We can't just stand here and do nothing!"
“Right, friends should help, regardless of who and what they are.” Applejack remarks in agreement, making the others nod in agreement. They cannot stay here and do nothing!
Ben hissed, "Any idea, Twilight?"
"Don't try to get burn, if that's what you wonder," Twilight Sparkle advised in concern, "The only way to stop is beat him!"
"Oh great... Any great advise you have?!" Phobos asked in annoyance.
Twilight Sparkle looked around of her surroundings. She gasped in surprise as she found the four giant ancient cauldrons. They were glowing darkly yet blazingly.
"That's the answer!" Twilight Sparkle exclaimed while pointing at the cauldrons, "If we destroy them, we can destroy his source of magic!"
“Ooooh, wreck the cauldrons, ruin the baddy! Neat-o!” Pinkie exclaims happily, getting the idea.
“Right, so let’s take these down.” Applejack remarks with a smirk of determination.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Let's do it!"
Applejack charged and used her Mind Whiplash in bringing the cauldron down. Both Twilight Sparkle and Ben Mare fired their Unicorn Bursts and Master Sword's Sword Beam in destroying it. Rainbow Dash charged and knocked the second cauldron very hard out. Pinkie Pie fired her Party Canon at it to pieces. Spike and Phobos fired their Dragon Flames on third one before Nyx increased their flames higher and powerful to overload the cauldron. Rarity and Fluttershy pushed the last one as hard as they can to the ground.
With all cauldrons destroyed, Great Oracle Ji's glowing body became very dim. The blazing tornado disappeared from sights. His magical staff became gloomy and darker.
"Impossible..." Great Oracle Ji said in shock and concern, "This must be another trial!"
"Yeah! To your death!" Anger exclaimed.
Anger, Claw Tiger and Virtue Dragon charged in while swinging their blades in wounding the Great Oracle Ji. The leader of rebellion fell to his knew before them. He groaned in pain.
"What is it..." Great Oracle Ji asked painfully, "that you wished to defeat me?"
"We defeat you because you brought conflict on the land." Claw Tiger said firmly.
Virtue Dragon and Anger nodded in agreement about Claw Tiger's statement.
Great Oracle Ji laughed in amusement, "You fool... The Qin's days are over. Defeating me won't stop anything at all!"
"It is not my task to read the future. All I need to do is follow my lord." Anger said firmly and calmly, "An end to conflict. Nothing more."
Virtue Dragon nodded firmly, "Perhaps that is so. But whenever people are suffering, I will be there. All I desire is to end the conflict."
Great Oracle Ji laughed in amusement. Three heroes remained firm and calm while glaring at the leader of Yellow Scarf Rebellion. Twilight Sparkle and her friends groaned in annoyance about his laughter. He turned and glared at Claw Tiger.
"Simple and animalistic. You really are a tiger. But those fangs will draw more enemies." Great Oracle Ji mocked in amusement. He turned and glared at Virtue Dragon, "You are so naive, you poor, deluded fool! That naivety of yours will bring great suffering to those close to you."
Great Oracle Ji turned to Anger, "You blind, pathetic fool! You may find your loyalty is rewarded with heartless betrayal!"
Great Oracle Ji laughed in amusement as he turned and glared at Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "As for you fools, you may known them well from the present, but you have yet know the truth of who they were and what monsters they will become. In other words, they will never be the same ponies you have befriended with!"
“Hoo boy. You sure know how to hear yourself talk, so you?” Ben ask a bit annoyed by what this guy is saying.
“I think we all thought the same thing when this is say.” Nyx said, knowing what words are going to be said next here.
"SHUT UP!"
Great Oracle Ji gasped in shock before screamed in pain. Anger swung his scimitar at the enemy leader's chest. Everyone gasped in shock and concern. As Great Oracle Ji slowly falling down from his back, his body burnt and disintegrate into ashes.
Three heroes heard someone calling them. They turned and found their allies have arrived and checked on them. Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper cheered wildly and happily for Virtue Dragon. The Tiger Clan checked up with Claw Tiger. Anger approached to Azure Phoenix and his Phoenix Army.
"He has been dealt with. The conflict is over," Anger said firmly.
And just before Anger could pass his lord and cousin by, Azure Phoenix held him by shoulder, "I will continue to rely on you."
Anger turned to Azure Phoenix and nodded, "Don't worry. I won't let you down."
“I wonder what Ji said is true.” Rarity whispers to her friends, concerned about Great Oracle Ji’s words.
“We will have to meet that bridge when we get there.” Twilight whispers back, knowing that she and her friends will deal with the situation when it comes.
“There’s a bridge?” Pinkie ask confused.
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held and crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 3: The Oath

"The Yellow Scarf Rebellion has been quelled. Its leaders - Great Oracle Ji, Thunderstorm and Rockslide were killed. And their followers have scattered across the nation while most were either killed or captured by the Imperials." Narrator narrated, "However, despite his effort and loyalty to the Qin Dynasty, Virtue Dragon must face his consequence for defying and disobeying the order for saving the village..."
At the Imperial Main Camp, the generals and soldiers were gathered including Twilight Sparkle and her friends. Virtue Dragon was in chains while squatted down. Both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper remained silent while standing besides with him.
"So much for good deeds..." Rainbow Dash said in concern, "All this because Virtue Dragon disobeyed and rescued village. That's a good thing, right?"
Fluttershy nodded, "He should deserve more than just this!"
"Honestly. How could the generals think of that insubordination when he was trying to save the civilians?!" Rarity demanded in annoyance.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Well, this is Qin Dynasty - the greatest cruel empire The Land of Ma has ever had. They don't care how good the deeds are. They only want power, obedience and loyalty only from the generals especially the soldiers and peasants."
"That is so cruel..." Spike remarked in annoyance.
The trumpets sounded. Everyone remained silent and watched the event. Virtue Dragon remained silent while looking down in defeat. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked worry and scared, including Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper. Wolverine Thrust cleared his throat as he began his trials on his commander.
"Come on, was this necessary? Virtue Dragon did save the village. That counts of serving the Imperial," Han Zero pleaded.
"I'll deal with you later, Han about obedience and discipline. If you don't mind, I would like to make a declaration about mine and Emperor's decision," Wolverine Thrust said angrily, "Read the charges, Han."
Han Zero sighed as he read the charges out, "Commander Virtue Dragon of Volunteer Units, you stand before the military commanding officer and generals, accused of insubordination and defiance of his order from leaving the post especially during the war against the Yellow Scarf Rebellion! Thus, this means that you wanted to rebel the Imperial Majesty."
Generals chatted and gossiped in concern about Virtue Dragon and his insubordination. Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper remained silent yet clenched their fists in wanted to punch them for questioning Virtue Dragon's loyalty.
"I don't like this..." Applejack said in concern.
Ben Mare nodded, "Me neither. I was hoping to get to see of how these three guys became sworn brothers. It looks like it's not gonna happen."
"But if that happen, he shouldn't have existed in present," Nyx reminded her father.
Phobos hummed, "She does have the point."
Wolverine Thrust growled, "Be quiet! How do you respond to this?"
And just before Virtue Dragon could respond, both Warpath Temper and Blade Dragoon moved to the front while armed with their weapons. Generals and soldiers did the same thing. But Wolverine Thrust raised his left hoof up in halting them from engaging the prisoners.
"If you want to harm our commander, you gonna have to go through me!" Warpath Temper exclaimed in anger.
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Indeed! Doesn't saving an innocent lives prove something?! He has dignity, pride, loyalty and compassion to the ponies! And you call yourself generals!"
The Imperial Soldiers were tempted and annoyed as they wanted to attack if their general hadn't stop them.
"If you wouldn't let me talk first," Wolverine Thrust said calmly. Both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper remained silent. He continued, "How do you respond to it, commander?"
Virtue Dragon sighed, "I have no excuse. What I did is true. But I did for the ponies. I regret nothing but unable to do my duty for them."
"Then, in the name of his Imperial Majesty, I sentenced you..." Wolverine Thrust said darkly yet firmly. Everyone remained silent while waiting for the answer. He narrowed his angry eyes, "to be Magistrate of Mountain North Star!"
Shock and surprise, everyone was speechless by Wolverine's declaration.
"Okay... I did not see that coming," Rainbow Dash commented in shock.
Pinkie Pie giggled, "I did...."
"Release him," Wolverine Thrust ordered firmly. The soldiers obeyed as they freed Virtue Dragon from the chains. The commanding officer approached as he passed the declaration scroll to the commander, "Congratulation, Commander Virtue, you've been promoted."
"Uh... I-I don't understand." Virtue Dragon asked in concern.
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "While I extremely hate disobedience and insubordination, but I admire your loyalty and responsibility to ponies and our kingdom. I admit it - we do need some stallions like you. So, I told the emperor about this and recommended him to give position to you. And he agreed. With your example, politicians and magistrate will follow it. Qin Dynasty could be build for a better way. Wouldn't you agree, Han?"
Han Zero hummed while nodded, "Yes. That is true. With that, you can help ponies. And not to mention, you earned lots of gold for your effort and administration."
Virtue Dragon was in shock and surprise. He gulped before bowed down, "Though I'm not skilled in administration, but I will do my part for the ponies with honor! I will not let you down!"
"We know. Do your best. Ask for help if you needed," Han Zero said calmly. He turned to Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper, "What about those two?"
"Give them the golds for their effort and loyalty, that's all. Same goes for the soldiers. Today, we celebrate for victory in defeating the rebellion for good!" Wolverine Thrust declared firmly and proudly. The soldiers and generals cheered wildly and happily. He turned to Cruez, "Except for General Cruez and his army. They all demoted for disobedience, reckless and insubordination!"
Cruez and his Diamond Dogs awed in disappointment and upset about the demotion. The Imperial Army celebrated their first victory from defeating the rebels - drinking wines, eating foods, dancing wildly and even performing sword fights.
Warpath Temper sighed, "Well, glad that is over."
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Indeed. Virtue Dragon gets promoted. Who knew?"
"Well, I'm just glad the war is over. We can do what we want," Virtue Dragon said, "I will head to North Star to continue my Magistrate Career. What will you two do?"
Blade Dragoon hummed, "Actually I never thought of it. I was hoping I can go back home and feed my village, with gold."
"Yeah? I will go back and have tons of wines to drink!" Warpath Temper said in amusement. Everyone looked at him. He hummed, "What? That's what I do for everyday."
Virtue Dragon sighed while bowed down, "Well, either way, it's quiet an honor to fight alongside with you, my friends."
"As do we," Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper bowed down.
"Till we meet again," Virtue Dragon said proudly.
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper departed and went separate ways for their usual days. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked shock about it.
"That's it? No brotherhood or something?!" Spike asked in shock.
Phobos groaned, "Anticlimactic..."
"Maybe they just want to be friends since they just met," Fluttershy suggested.
"Maybe not on the right time, and not right place," Ben said suspiciously, "If I remember correctly, they will perform the oath at Peach Garden during spring."
"Since it's spring, why aren't they performing it?" Rainbow Dash asked curiously.
Rarity nodded, "Are you sure we're at the right track?" Rarity asked in concern.
Ben groaned, "Yes, I am! I'm sure of it."
"Maybe not today, just a weeks or month later," Twilight Sparkle said in realization.
"So, we should skip the time?" Nyx asked curiously.
Applejack hummed, "Well, we've got nothing else to do since the rebels are put to rest."
"The party? I really wanna play!" Pinkie Pie insisted happily.
Everyone groaned, "NO!"
"In that case, we skip the time now," The Narrator said in amusement, "Three weeks later..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in surprise and shock as their bodies glowed brightly. They got teleported at once.
---------------------------------------------
Three Weeks Later...
Twilight Sparkle and her family were teleported at unknown village, without their armors but their first disguises. They all saw ponies were smiling and chatting happily with each other, as well as doing their businesses.
"This place is nice," Fluttershy commented, "Reminds me of Party Favor's hometown."
"Okay... Where are we?" Rainbow Dash asked.
Pinkie Pie sighed, "Mount North Star, remember, silly?"
"I wonder where is Virtue Dragon?" Rarity asked curiously, "After all, he did enjoy selling shoes and straw hats."
Applejack sighed, "Rarity, he is a magistrate, not a seller anymore."
"Which means he's at the palace," Twilight Sparkle answered, "And that's where we should go."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends headed off to Magistrate Palace, hoping to find Virtue Dragon. Took them hours to find it via asking ponies about him and the place, they finally arrived at the location. They even told the guards about their relationship with him and shown them their Imperial Sign Paper, thanks to Azure Phoenix.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends searched and looked through the hallway. They were amazed by the designs of architect - reminds them of Three Kingdoms the visited from their Cutie Map Adventures. 
Mane Six and their friends arrived at the meeting chamber where they heard some chats. They hid behind the walls and listen. Nyx, Spike and Phobos took a peek through empty doorway as they found Virtue Dragon was standing and talking with the well-dressed fat Imperial Inspector, who is seated.
"Magistrate of North Star, identify yourself and your background," Inspector demanded, "This is just a routine to investigate on your administration."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "My name is Virtue Dragon - son of Prince Han Dragoon from the Dragoon Dynasty."
"What?! Really? You're one of Dragoon Dynasty's descendants?!"
"Yes, I am."
"Oh dear!" Inspector then laughed in amusement. He quickly stood up and bowed in amusement, "Pardon my manners, my dear lord."
Virtue Dragon sighed while scratching his head, "It's okay. I get that a lot."
"Please, take a seat, my dear lord,' Inspector insisted. As Virtue Dragon took a seat, he then asked, "Since you're from one of the old Seven Kingdoms, why aren't you part of the Imperial Military, Civil or Service? Most of them are part of it? Why did you hold such low rank?"
"True. However, as the servant to the Qin Dynasty, I take my duty and responsibility for ponies seriously."
"I see. May I know who recommended this to you? How did you achieve it?"
"I joined the Imperial as the Commander of Volunteer Army under General Han Zero during 10 months of battling the Yellow Scarf Rebellion especially the final battle and saving the village. Both Grand General Wolverine Thrust and General Han Zero gave me this position. I take it pride and serious to my glorious kingdom."
"Interesting. But I have a question for you..." Inspector said in amusement. Virtue Dragon looked at him seriously. He continued, "Tell me, did you get some bribery from this place? I heard the villagers stored lots of gold inside their residents. It will make you richest and even be part of Imperial Court! I'd say it's a good fortune for you to take."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends groaned a bit as they don't like his tone especially being greedy.
Virtue Dragon huffed firmly, "As the servant to upright official, I have done no such thing to the innocents. My duty is serve and protect them, not confiscate their belongings."
"Hahahahha... Are you certain? You're not bluffing, are you?"
"If it's the proof you want, go and investigate yourself. I'm not a liar!"
Inspector hummed calmly, "Very well. I would like to see it for myself."
Inspector stood up and immediately leave the meeting chamber. Twilight Sparkle and her friends watch on in disbelief and annoyance.
Rarity groaned, "Honestly. Who does he think he is?!"
Applejack nodded, "Reminds me of Flim-Flam brothers... A lot..."
"I'd say he's up to something," Pinkie Pie said suspiciously, "I don't like that look especially the smile. It's a greedy smile..."
"Then, let's follow him and keep an eye on him. He's up to something..." Twilight Sparkle said suspiciously. 
Just before Mane Six and their friends could move, Virtue Dragon emerged from the chamber and spotted them. Everyone looked surprise and shock as well as being awkward. Inside the chamber, Virtue Dragon have a chat with them while having some drinks especially involving with the greedy inspector.
"I see..." Virtue Dragon said in concern, "I don't like it. I don't trust him."
"He's definitely up to something. I can feel it," Rainbow Dash said in annoyance.
Fluttershy nodded, "I hope he's not asking for bribes again. How dare he try to take ponies' money away?! Has he no heart?!"
"I don't think he cares," Phobos said in annoyance.
Spike nodded, "Yeah. All he can think of is money..."
"VIRTUE!" The angry voice demanded. Everyone turned to the entrance and encountered The Inspector entered the chamber. He growled in anger, "Identify yourself especially how you achieve this position! I don't believe someone so royalty like you could take this position!"
Virtue Dragon growled, "I told you before. My name is Virtue Dragon - descendant of Dragoon Dynasty! I achieve this by involving in the war against the Yellow Scarf Rebellion!"
"LIAR! You dare deceive me?!"
"I do no such thing!"
"I'm warning, Virtue. If I find out the truth about you, I will personally deal with this!"
Virtue Dragon slammed his hoof on table, "Then, go and investigate it yourself! I would never harm my ponies. I treat them as family!"
"We shall see..." Inspector snarled in anger.
Inspector stood up and left the chamber. Twilight Sparkle and her friends groaned in annoyance about him and his attitude.
"He got lots of nerve for calling Virtue Dragon a liar," Rainbow Dash remarked angrily.
Spike nodded, "Yeah. I would've give anything to beat a crap out of me!"
"You've said it," Phobos nodded.
Nyx hummed, "He's up to something. We should keep an eye on him."
"Agree," Twilight Sparkle nodded in agreement. She turned to Virtue Dragon, "With your permission, we would like to investigate on him."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I agree. You may proceed, but don't get yourself into trouble."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends nodded in agreement as they headed off and keep an eye on the Inspector, making sure that he isn't up to his tricks...
---------------------------------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed the inspector all the way to his guest house. They hid behind the walls as they tried to get the glimpse and heard of what inspector is planning in his investigation.
"It seems that honest Virtue Dragon refuse to cooperate with me. He doesn't even want the money but to look after the ponies. How stupid was that." The Inspector said angrily while looking through his books, "Well, if I'm gonna prove that he's a corrupted official, then I'm gonna force the ponies to admit it as well as taking their golds for their 'deceptive' crimes."
Mane Six and their friends gasped in shock as they quickly sneaked away out at once. They then had some chats.
"I can't believe it!" Rarity said angrily, "He don't deserve to be an inspector!"
"Yeah! I'd say we go in and kick his flank for good!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed in annoyance.
Applejack nodded, "I second for that! It's time for bucking!"
"Why not get the gold? We deserve it," Phobos asked in amusement. Everyone glared at him. He yelped, "Just kidding! Of course, helping ponies is important. I just want gold..."
"Hold it, guys! By attacking the official, Virtue Dragon will be demoted or lose his job," Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "Unless there is another official here, we won't prove that inspector's guilty."
"There must be a way! He will hurt the ponies!" Fluttershy said in concern.
Ben hummed, "What if we get all the ponies' supports to prove that he is innocent?"
"Ooh! I get it! We can get them to take action and make demands to Qin to get rid of him!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed happily.
Nyx gasped, "Yeah! The Emperor will expel him."
"So, we'd better get a step of him now." Spike said confidently.
Everyone nodded in agreement as they all quickly left the Magistrate's Palace at once. They have to tell the peasants and town ponies about it.
---------------------------------------------
By morning, the announcer placed the notice paper on the Magistrate Palace's walls for ponies to look through. Mane Six, their allies and the ponies of North Star Village gathered at the area to listen.
"Citizens of North Star, please come and visit the inspector! Show him your dissatisfaction with your magistrate's administration and treatment. He will deal with this corrupted official for good! Do not be feared. He will protect you from this corrupted official!"
Town Ponies chatted in concern of what they just heard. Mane Six and their allies turned to them while nodded in confirmation. 
The town ponies shouted, "Master Virtue Dragon did no such thing! He's a good leader! He cared for us like family! He even sacrificed some of his own bits for us! He gave us shelter and foods! He'd never hurt us! He never threaten us!"
"Well? Does that prove anything?" Twilight Sparkle demanded in amusement.
"It certainly is! It has proven me that you ponies are corrupted!" The Inspector exclaimed as he and his soldiers emerged from his guest house while armed with whip, "And I will make you all confess it! And I will take your gold for your crimes. After all, crime doesn't pay."
Mane Six and their allies gasped, "You wouldn't?!"
Inspector smirked, "I would. Seize them! Whip them hard for confess! Do not stop!"
"RUN!" Nyx, Spike and Phobos screamed in fear.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "We can-!"
"We can't! We can't interfere the timeline! We have to run now!" Twilight Sparkle interrupted, "We have to keep the ponies from harm now!"
"That's just great!" Applejack remarked in annoyance.
As Mane Six and their allies kept on running as fast as they can, they have to keep the innocent ponies safe from being whacked and attacked by both corrupted inspector and guards for the past minutes. Despite their efforts, the guards continued attacking and whacking the innocent ponies.
"Twilight, we have to stop him now!" Fluttershy pleaded.
Rarity nodded, "I usually don't use violent but this is very necessary! The inspector has to be stopped now!"
"Yeah! We have to do it now!" Pinkie Pie pleaded in concern. She gasped in realization as he tail wiggled, "Stop! We've got company!"
"WHERE?!" Everypony asked in surprise and concern.
ROAR! Ponies stopped at once as they spotted both Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper stood before them as they were armed with their blades.
"What the hell is going on here?!" Warpath Temper demanded angrily.
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Why are the guards harming the innocent?!"
"The Inspector did it!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed while answering, "He tried to make Virtue Dragon to confess that he committed crimes by making ponies confess the lies out while getting the gold for 'crimes'. And the worse about him, he tell a lie that Virtue Dragon is corrupted!"
"WHAT?!" Warpath Temper demanded in anger as he turned and glared at the Inspector, "So, you are the inspector?! You've got lots of nerve for making a lie about Virtue Dragon! Nopony gets away with this!"
Inspector yelped in concern and worry, "Stay back! I'm warning you! I am the Imperial Inspector! You have no right to attack me!"
"SHUT UP!" Warpath Temper exclaimed in anger, "I'm gonna crack you now!"
"Do something!" Inspector exclaimed in concern.
The guards came to the Inspector but all got knocked out. As the Inspector was about to run, he was grabbed and thrown to the ground hard by Warpath Temper. Warpath Temper grabbed and held the whip tightly.
"Time to teach you some lessons," Warpath Temper snarled, "Let's see how you feel when I do this!"
Warpath Temper roared as he swung his whip in hitting and slamming at the Inspector for few times. The town ponies cheered wildly and happily for him to beat the crap out of him. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in shock and concern about it.
Upon arriving at the area, Virtue Dragon saw the event. He quickly entered the scene. He quickly stopped Warpath Temper from hitting the inspector.
"Warpath, stop it! What are you doing?!" Virtue Dragon demanded.
Warpath Temper huffed angrily, "Teaching him a lesson!"
Blade Dragoon nodded in agreement, "Though we're not sure of our friend's ability as magistrate, but we trusted him. We believed in him as worthy and qualified magistrate! And you dare badmouth him as corrupted official?!"
"And not to mention, he tried to steal the gold from innocent! And nopony agree with him, he attacks them!" Warpath Temper growled," That's why he needs to die!" 
Ponies cheered wildly and proudly that they want the inspector died at once. The Inspector screamed in fear while pleaded for mercy and forgiveness.
Virtue Dragon groaned in anger while glaring at Inspector, "I won't forgive you for what you have done to me and the ponies! But I will spare you for now. However, if you ever threaten my ponies again, I will tear you apart! Is that clear?"
Inspector gulped and nodded fearfully, "Yes, sir."
"Don't worry about him," The familiar voice said calmly. He approached to the front while removed his hat. Han Zero smirked in amusement, "I'll take care of him. And by my book, old friend, you're qualified as good magistrate. Keep on the good work."
Virtue Dragon gasped, "Han?! What-what are you doing here?"
Han Zero smiled, "Just checking on you. And I'd say you did a pretty good job, my friend. See ya."
Han Zero pushed the corrupted Inspector off at once. The ponies cheered wildly and happily. Virtue Dragon turned to Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper. The magistrate bowed down in respect.
"Thank you for your aid. I appreciate it a lot," Virtue Dragon thanked happily.
Blade Dragoon smiled, "It's the least we can do. We're glad that we found you here."
Warpath Temper chuckled, "Yeah. Since we're here, how about some drinks?"
"Good idea," Blade Dragoon smiled.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends smiled in relief and happy to see three ponies being friends to each other.
---------------------------------------------
At the dining chamber; Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper chuckled happily as they all drinking their wines and chatted happily with each other. Mane Six and their friends hid behind the kitchen while watching the event.
"So, my friends, what brings you here?" Virtue Dragon asked in surprise.
"Master Virtue, I've come to ask you for one request," Blade Dragoon said calmly. He stood up and bowed before Virtue Dragon, "Please, allow me to serve you as your servant and follower."
"What?!" Virtue Dragon asked in surprise.
Warpath Temper nodded as he bowed down at once, "Please, let me join you as well!"
"I don't understand. Why? Why would you ask such a thing?" Virtue Dragon asked in concern.
Blade Dragoon looked at Virtue Dragon, "Ever since your words about helping and protecting ponies especially saving the village, I've seen what you are capable of. You are the pony of virtue. You are somepony I wish to serve. I'm willing to give my life for it."
"Yeah! I felt the same way too!" Warpath Temper looked at Virtue Dragon as well, "And of course, you need somepony to be your bodyguard from danger and attacks. I'm that pony."
Virtue Dragon was surprised and shocked yet touched by their responds. He was relief to have some followers like them but worried about their safety and family. He didn't want to risk their lives for him.
Virtue Dragon hummed, "Blade, Warpath, what about your family? I'm sure they were worried and disagreed about this."
Blade Dragoon sighed while looked down in despair, "I have no family. I was all alone."
"Me too. I've lost them to the bandits when I was a colt," Warpath Temper said in pain.
Virtue Dragon gasped in concern, "I'm sorry. I didn't mean it. I also lost my family too. I know how you all feel."
"We know. Though we do not have family before, but we do now," Blade Dragoon said calmly, "Virtue Dragon, you are the one, my brother." 
Virtue Dragon was in shock and surprise, "What?"
Warpath Temper nodded, "Ever since we've met you, you've treated us and soldiers like brothers. You right us from our mistakes. You even remind us about what is important being a warrior especially protecting the innocent lives. I would glad to give my life for you!"
"As do I," Blade Dragoon said proudly, "Should you need help, we will be there. We will help and protect the ponies from danger."
"We will die for you, with our pride, dignity and honor!" Warpath Temper exclaimed proudly.
"Blade... Warpath..." Virtue Dragon said in surprise. He sighed calmly before bowed in respect, "I am honored by your vow. But I cannot let you both die alone. I will join you together as well. You both are my brothers as well!"
"Big Brother..." Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper said in relief while break down in tears. They bowed before him, "My brother..."
"Er Di (Second Brother)... San Di (Third Brother)," Virtue Dragon said happily while break down in tears. He smiled while bowing down, "By dawn, we shall make our own oath together for our ponies! We are now sworn brothers."
"Yes brother," Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper nodded in agreement.
Mane Six and their friends awed happily while break down in tears.
Fluttershy sighed, "That is very nice of them."
"It's beautiful..." Rarity commented.
"I know how that felt," Applejack said, "We felt that connection before."
Rainbow Dash nodded, "I'll say. They really are brothers."
"You know what this means?" Pinkie Pie asked happily, "A PARTY!"
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "I agree. Let's do the Oath Ceremony tomorrow morning.
---------------------------------------------
By dawn at Peach Garden, Twilight Sparkle and her friends set the table of three wine cups and table of grains, oats, Bak Choy rice weeds, and a praying pot and joysticks. Imperial Twin Dragon Swords, Green Dragon Crescent Blade and Forked Serpentine Bladed Spear were on the floor. Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper emerged out from the house as they were shock and surprise by it.
"You did all this for us?" Virtue Dragon asked in surprise.
Ben Mare nodded, "Yeah. It's our way to show our approval to see you guys being brothers."
Spike nodded, "Yeah. You guys are awesome being together. You're brothers."
"Not yet. But we're about to now," Blade Dragoon said proudly.
Warpath Temper chuckled in amusement, "Yeah. We're united and together as one now."
"Either way, thank you so much." Virtue Dragon smiled, "Let us begin our vow now."
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper squatted down and prayed together humbly and proudly before the praying table.
"We are unified in intent and in life." Virtue Dragon prayed.
Warpath Temper added, "With Our Might."
"And our honor, we shall end this chaos!" Blade Dragoon added firmly. 
"Though we may have been born separately," Three Sworn Brothers prayed, "We will die together as one on the very same day, same month and the very same year!"
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper took their weapons up. They held and crossed theirs at each other's firmly and tightly.
"We are now together as sworn brothers in life and death! We will fight for our ponies. We will end the chaos and the tyranny for justice, honor and peace!"
With that, the wind blew on the three brothers. The peach blossoming flowers got tangled with it. Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper smiled proudly and happily. 
Applejack awed, "It's beautiful. It does remind us of being together as friends and sisters."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Yes. We're so glad that we have each other for a very long time till now..."
"I felt that same way as well, Applejack," Rarity nodded in agreement.
"You know. For this kind of sappy talk and bond," Rainbow Dash remarked in amusement, "It's kinda feel great."
Fluttershy smiled, "I agree. I am glad that we all are best friends and sisters."
"Me too! I'm gonna cry now! It's too perfect to ignore!" Pinkie Pie cried happily.
"Yuck..." Phobos and Spike remarked in annoyance.
Nyx sighed, "Oh brother. I wonder I felt the same way with Cutie Mark Crusaders."
"I'm sure you do," Ben Mare smiled, "I did the same thing with Flash Sentry and Sunburst. It's nice to have some close friends become a close family figure. We're proud of it..."
"Yeah..." Everyone agreed.
Narrator narrated, "And thus; the beginning of the brotherhood. This will lead to the foundation of Western Dragon Kingdom or known as Dragoon Republic in modern days..."
---------------------------------------------
Two Months Later...
Twilight Sparkle and her friends appeared at Ma Lou Yang, all dressed in their armors. They were surprised and shocked upon arriving at the Imperial City.
"Hmm... Okay, would somepony tell me what are we doing here?" Rainbow ask her friends in bewilderment.
"Right, armor is not a fashion trend." Rarity remarks in disgust.
"Looks big to me." Spike comments, checking out his own armor. It is cool to him, to be honest.
"Mr. Narrator?" Nyx ask the narrator, wanting to know what's going on next.
"Though the Yellow Scarf Rebellion may have been quelled; the land continued suffering by corruption and chaotic from both within and outside of the Imperial City. Without their leaders, bandits continued attacking and robbing the village. And within the courts, both corrupted ministers and eunuchs continued abusing their powers for their personal gains, despite trustworthy and loyal to the Emperor." 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends noticed military generals and governors who were entering ancient Chinese Military Resident-like. They followed the generals at once into the residence but stopped by the military guards.
"Despite the chaos, the military generals continued their duty to serve and protect their emperor and kingdoms from falling. And one prince they will trust and believe in to usher a new age of peace."
"Identification! Name! Surname! Rank! And Location!" The Imperial Guard snaps sternly to the newcomers. Twilight Sparkle and her friends realized that they don't have high ranked position to get in.
"Great! If this was the modern days, they would have let us in. Maybe you should-!" Spike said, wanting to suggest Twilight to reveal her princess title.
Twilight however shakes her head as she exclaims, "No, Spike! That would attract attention if me and Nyx were to reveal our status. The Emperor will make us his concubines."
"Yeah. I don't even want to be part of it either." Nyx said with a shiver. The last thing she wants is to be slave to that emperor jerk!
"I rather keep my beauty and freedom out of our troubled friend's hooves." Rarity exclaims, sniffing her nose in agreement.
"Then, how are we gonna get in." Rainbow spoke out in annoyance. The heroes of the present must get to figure out what the hay is going on!
"It's okay, guards. They're with me. Let them in." A familiar voice spoke up. Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped upon looking up as Han Zero was standing before them. As the guards let the girls and friends in, Han Zero led them into the residence. "What the heck are you doing here? You were supposed to be doing your job!"
"What?" The ponies ask in surprise and confusion by that.
"Yeah. I can't just let anypony be jobless. My big brother will complain and nag me about having lazy guests in our home. And not to mention, we can't let ponies be suspicious of you all being the westerners."
"We have a job?" Phobos ask in confusion.
"Since when the hay did we became guards?" Applejack ask in confusion as well.
"I didn't know we became guards all of the sudden." Fluttershy said meekly.
Twilight Sparkle gasped and pretended to be someone she's not, "Oh! Yes! You're right! We do have jobs to do. But luckily, we're on holiday."
"Huh? What's a holiday?" Han Zero ask arching his head in bewilderment.
"You don't know what a holiday is?!" Pinkie gasps as she jumps into the air. The mare stays there somehow as she continues, "Where have you been?!"
"How can anyone not know?" Rarity ask in disappointment. "Holidays are a much!"
"I don't think they have holidays here." Ben whispers to his friends. He got the suspicion that the empire in this timeline got no holidays to even speak of!
Han began to look more confused. Twilight deliberately spoke up to avoid any problems, "What we meant to say is that we're taking day off from our duty. It's a very hardworking for us to do. Right, everypony?"
"Oh yes. Right. You got it. Seriously." The others said, pretending to agree about day off, without letting him know that they didn't do their jobs.
Han Zero sighed, "You western ponies have funny ways to talk about strange things. Come on. We don't want to be late. Crown Prince Shine is making a big announcement. He's always concern for his ponies. A true leader indeed for me and military officers to serve and protect."
As Han Zero spoke up, the others groan in disgust. Applejack remarks, "True leader my flank. The emperor is a creep."
"I know, I must, how lame is this guy anyway to make concubines and other stuff related to this timeline?" Rainbow ask as Applejack shakes her head. She agrees with that!
"I'm just glad he isn't around where we came from." Spike whispers, making sure Han isn't listening. Last thing he wants is trouble!
Han Zero led Twilight Sparkle and her friends to the meeting chamber of the Chinese Military Residence. They saw both governors and military generals who have been gathered at the area. The warlords are on the left side while the generals are on the right side.
Han Zero led Twilight Sparkle and her friends to sit with Azure Phoenix's side. He spoke sternly, "Now, sit here. And don't cause trouble too." The pony moved to the throne seats and sat on the left side. He noticed Wolverine Thrust glaring at him. "What?"
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Must you always get us into trouble? Bad enough that the Emperor almost had the head of your friend if I hadn't pull the strings out."
"Everything's fine, right? So, just don't mention anything about our friends. Okay?"
Wolverine Thrust sighed, giving in, "Fine..."
Rainbow Dash groaned while rolling her eyes in disgust, "Who does he think he is? And not to mention, he thinks we're 12?!"
Fluttershy quivered, "I rather not complain or get in trouble."
"Rainbow Dash, this is military. And it's for stallions only. We're not supposed to be here either." Rarity explains to Rainbow, pointing out a fact that mares aren't supposed to be at these meetings.
"Says who?" Rainbow ask in annoyance to Rarity.
"Says the law especially since it's made by the Emperor and Land of Ma. Rarity's right. We should stay out of it for now." Twilight said in concern. If the group were to make a fuss, it wouldn't end good for all of them!
"Yeah. We're guests to Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero. And the last thing we want is some of our friends get into trouble especially from us." Applejack said in agreement. The last thing she wants is for their friends to get into trouble for something they did!
"Are we gonna party or not?" Pinkie ask happily and randomly. Her friends sigh, parties are always on her mind!
"inkie, Ancient Ma don't know parties especially when they're specialized military and politics." Ben reminded Pinkie sadly.
"But-!"
Azure Phoenix shushed Pinkie quickly, "Quiet! Your friends need some manners. You maybe an ally and friends to us, but this is military matters. So, pipe down. It's almost time."
"Announcing the arrival of Crown Prince Shine!" The announcer spoke up. Looks like the prince is arriving!
Everyone remained silent and seated for the moment as they were waiting for the prince's arrival. But so far, he hasn't arrive yet. Everyone chatted in concern about it.
"So where is the bum?" Phobos ask bored and rudely. He wasn't let in for nothing.
"Phobos, shhhh!" Nyx shushes Phobos. Does he want to get them into trouble?
"Well, that was rude. He could've just be punctual." Rarity remarks, disgusted by how the prince seems to be tardy.
Or so Rarity has thought, but then suddenly, one of the governors stood up. He is revealed to be a white unicorn with long gentle blond and golden mane mixed and short tail, wearing a silver ancient robe and prince crown. He smiled calmly and proudly.
"Greetings, everypony." The newcomer said as hHe moved to the center whole bowed down in respect. He smiled. "Thank you for coming. Shine appreciates it."
Both Governors and Military Officers bowed down in respect. The newcomers on the other hoof looks shocked as this prince looks...familiar. It can't be!
Rarity gasped in shock, "Blueblood?!"
"What is that bum doing here?!" Rainbow whispers to her friends in alarm as that so-called prince looks like a certain jerk at home.
"Come on, Blueblood is doing better...I think." Fluttershy whispers right back, reminding Rainbow of Blueblood's progress.
"Still, how can he be here?" Twilight ask, stunned to see her mentor's nephew here in this place.
"Is he... different? Are you sure we're at the past?" Spike ask confused. Come to think of it, that looks like Blueblood, but it can't be him!
Ben shrugged while responding, "He looks like Blueblood, but no way he could be part of warlord. He actually hates fighting and getting hooves dirty, unless it involves politics."
"Huh. It must be a part incarnate or an ancestor?" Applejack ask her friends who shrugged and nodded a bit. "I guess."
"You must be wondering why am I among the warlords, instead of traditional ways." Prince Shine said as he smiled. "That maybe true. However, I am just an ordinary pony like you all. I am no different. And therefore, we should not be concern about the position. I believe we should begin the meeting?"
Noble Guild, a brown Griffon with white feathered falcon with a mustache chuckled, "Of course, we should, your highness like why are we having a meeting here, instead at the palace? We are living in," The griffon groaned in disgust, "Peasant's dirt."
Cruez groaned in agreement, "Yeah! This is stupid! No offence, your highness! I rather lived in luxury place than here!"
Prince Shine sighed, he somehow expected this, "This is the problem. We are here to talk about our kingdom, our land and our home. Despite the Yellow Scarf Rebellion that have been dealt with, the chaos continued to reign and destroying our home from within by bandits and rebels due to our corruption, greedy and selfish ambition."
"So, your highness is saying that we should change the way? Would your highness's father approve this?" Azure Phoenix ask Prince Shine in concern about the status quo being changed to help the kingdom.
Claw Tiger nodded as he spoke, "He is right. No offense. We do not doubt your concerns. We merely concerns of how you handle this with your father."
Prince Shine kept a laugh at this, "Do not worry about that. Father will listen to me. I just need some supports for my vision."
"So, what exactly do you propose?" Han ask the prince skeptically. How will he get his father to listen to go through with this idea?
Prince Shine sighed, "As you can see, I required some ponies who possessed not only talents, strength and wisdom, but also considerable and compassion for ponies. After what Commander Virtue Dragon did to a village, I came to realize that this kingdom is lacking from something important - compassion and kindness. It's also the cause of chaos and rebellion."
"Surely, you just." Wolverine Thrust remarks with a scoff of disbelief. The idea is insane and ridiculous!
"Maybe. But this is the truth. And let's face it. If we want the everlasting peace for our kingdom, we must change not only the laws but also our ways. We not only rely on our talents to govern it, but we must be also compassionate and considerate to our ponies. Without it, our kingdom will fall." Everyone chatted in concern as well as skepticism and doubtful. The prince continues, "I know you all are skeptical and doubtful of this idea especially at each other since our the Seven Kingdom Wars. We all must bury our grudge down, so we can work together and build a better kingdom. And that way, we can finally put the rebellion down without shedding any blood. Let us work together as unity as one."
Everyone looked at each other as they all chatted in amusement and surprise about Prince Shine's proposal.
"He could be right. Instead, of us just relying on brutal force on the enemies, we should try to talk with them as well as change the ways of governing." Claw Tiger said in approval. If this plan works, it will make improving the kingdom and the future to be better.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he spoke, "Indeed. Perhaps, this is a better way to achieve the everlasting peace."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in shock and surprised by Prince Shine's proposal. For someone who looks like Blueblood, he is nicer than the present prince ever was!
"For Prince Blueblood's double, this guy is a lot more nicer." Spike comments with a whistle. At least he approves of this prince than that hopefully former snobbish jerk.
Rarity giggles a bit, "Indeed, Spike. I couldn't agree more. He is better than Blueblood.'
"Getting a crush on the new guy?" Applejack ask Rarity, earning a mean glare from Spike.
"Of course not! He's generations older than I am. I may be a lot of things, but I am not THAT."
"Right, it would be awkward and can make one hay of a grandfather paradox thing like how Fry was his own grandfather on Futurama." Pinkie said randomly. This causes her friends to look at her oddly. "What?"
"Well, at least, we have sompony who thinks about ponies than the Emperor and his second son." Twilight said with an impressed look.
"I wonder what his second son really looks like." Nyx said in thought. She never saw what the emperor's other son looks like, but the filly does heard about him. "From what I heard about him, he's not really intelligent or ambitious as Prince Shine. And not to mention, he has some kindness."
"Yeah. I wouldn't want to imagine that." Spike said with a nod.
"Come, generals. Let us begin our work, and together, we will change this kingdom into a better one rather than just being cruel and corrupted kingdom." Prince Shine said, encouraging the generals to come together and help the kingdom, making it into a better future for all.
"Let's go." Rainbow said, she is anxious to do something!
"Not so fast. You are here to observe and learn about their history, not to work or interfere in the past. And it is done now. Time to teleport you all to another place."
-----------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends appeared within the hall of Ma Lou Yang Palace. Rainbow frowns, a bit irritable that she missed out on what happened in the previous time.
"Okay, what the heck? We're at the palace?" Rainbow ask with a frown.
"What kind of situation are we going to be dealing with now?" Rarity ask in concern. What will they deal with next?
"Mr. Narrator? Hello?" Pinkie calls out, wanting answers.
"You will meet two ponies that will play the downfall of the Qin Dynasty especially his last heir and his authority will be used and abused by Azure Phoenix for the his foundation of Imperial Phoenix Army."
"Azure Phoenix?" Most of the gang ask in puzzled by this.
"What does Azure has to do with this?" Applejack ask, arching an eyebrow.
"He means that Azure Phoenix will use the third emperor's name and authority to conquer the Land of Ma under his banner. With that, he will build a new kingdom that will ensure the security and peace of the land - the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom." Twilight explains, making a sigh at this. "Ponies will see him as a ruthless ruler in history."
"Wow. This is very seriously bad." Pinkie comments in concern. She hates the idea of Azure being called "ruthless".
"But he can't be same as the present one, is he?" Fluttershy ask in worry. She doesn't want to believe that the Azure of this timeline is the same one they know of from the present.
Twilight Sparkle sighed while shaking her head, "To be honest, I don't know. As far as I know of, he is still Azure Phoenix - firm and ambitious ruler, who will do anything to defeat his enemies and protect his kingdom."
"Well, either way, let's just hope that my stepfather is the same guy we've met and hopefully he doesn't try to kill for the stunts that I pulled. Who are we meeting?" Ben ask the narrator. Time to see the ponies that are responsible for the inevitable.
"You useless spoiled brat! Runt, you are truly hopeless!" An angry voice calls out, getting everyone's attention.
"So who's that?" Rainbow ask Twilight with a frown. Someone is unhappy with someone, apparently!
"Spoiled Runt. The second yet lazy and undisciplined son of the Emperor. And I have the feeling that his father is not please by it." Twilight remarks dryly. She knows the tone in his voice not too well.
"Should we check it out?"
"Sure. But keep out of sight."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends walked across the hallway to the study room. They were at a corner as they witnessed the Emperor used his rolled-up scroll in hitting his second son - a young pale Earth Pony with black spiky mane and a tail Spoiled Runt and his cutie mark is a funny and silly face. Both Prime Minister Excel Con and Icky Cook were there, looking on in concern.
"I'm guessing that's Spoiled Runt." Pinkie guesses on who the one getting hit is.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, responding, "Yes, Pinkie Pie. He's the second Emperor. His reign lasted for two months only."
"Two months, huh? Very unlucky!" Phobos remarks, giving out a chuckle.
"For once, I agree on that." Spike said in agreement with his fellow Dragon.
"Still, he hung in there." Nyx said, commenting that at least Spoiled Runt did hang in there. "Uh, I think..."
Emperor Qin Wang Di huffed at his son, unaware of the ones watching him as he does so, "You're truly hopeless, Runt! How can you live up to your own father's legacy?! Your brothers were keeping up well while you're still far behind! I'm extremely disappointed of you!"
Excel Con chuckled uneasily, "Now, now, your majesty, you must remain calm now. We don't want you to have a headache again." After all this time, getting a headache will make things worst for this monarch.
Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed in agreement, "Yes, you are right. What am I gonna do with you, boy? You have no ambition or desire to become an emperor."
"What's the point, father? You're gonna be here for a long time. You said that your dynasty will last for tens of thousand years. So, why are you worry so much about the future? It's not really that problem." Spoiled Run ask his father, sighing a bit. He isn't like his future, why even bother?
"He does have a point." Icky Cook comments, trying to calm the emperor down. If the emperor said that his reign will last tens of thousand years, why worry? "You should not be worry about it, your excellency."
Emperor Qin Wang Di pauses to think about it, then nodded. He sighs, "Perhaps, you're right. I shouldn't be worry about it."
Ben whispered to the others, making sure not to let anyone else hear him, "And to be honest, it lasted for almost 40 years, thanks to both corrupted ministers and Seekcurse."
"Right, we all know how THAT turn out." Applejack remarks with a shrug.
"Seekcurse did something right, even though he's a Super Duper Meanie Pants." Pinkie said, giggling as she felt the urge to bounce, but Twilight's magic kept her down. No one must know that they're watching!
Spike shushed, "Listen."
Emperor Qin Wang Di paces back and forth on the floor as his son and the others watch on. He groans, "Still... I am more in concern about my life. I fear I may not live much longer. If I were an Alicorn, I would not fear of my death and control."
"Oh sure, that may happen if it were for Starlight Glimmer's reckless time travelling." Rainbow remarks dryly. She pause, having some second thoughts, before saying quickly, "Not that I'm against her."
"Right, if Starlight hasn't reformed and if Seekcurse has his way, we would've been trapped in that terrible world." Nyx groans out, she doesn't want to be reminded of what she and her family witnessed during the mad time travelling.
Excel Con sighed as he prepares to lead the emperor away to his chambers, "Your majesty, please rest now. You've been stressed enough for one day."
"And do not worry about the second prince, I'll take care of him as Wolverine and Han took care of the crown prince." Icky Cook said in assuration to his emperor.
Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed, perhaps they are right. The emperor added, "But... But who is gonna take care of my beloved Yang and Yue, especially my third son? They all have been isolated since her older sister have some sort of sickness..."
Ben gasped in shock and worry, "Mom... "
"Is something wrong with Celestia?" Fluttershy whispers frantically. If Celestia dies, then the present may be effected to the point of no return!
"I don't think it's that kind of illness." Twilight said seriously. She got a suspicion as to what is really going on.
Phobos yelped as he sees someone approaching, "Someone's coming!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends quickly stood still as patrols. If they get caught, it's all over! An eunuch was making his way to the study chamber as he calls out, "Your majesty! Concubine Yang is screaming in pain!"
Emperor Qin Wang Di gasps in shock and worry, "WHAT?! What has happened to her?! Poison?! Sickness?!"
"We don't know! Your third son, Dr. Phoenix and hairless apes claimed that they're doing what they can to help her now! They said it could be contagious for you to go near her."
Emperor Qin Wang Di groaned in despair, "Is there anypony come and aid them?! I fear their safety now!"
"What could this mean?" Rarity ask in concern. Something has happened to Celestia, but what could it be?
"I don't know...but we got to get going." Spike said seriously to the others. "Celestia needs our help now."
"We have to go now!" Ben exclaims quickly.
The others waited until it's certain that no one's watching, then the heroes of the present rushes out of the room in secret, heading off to Celestia's bedroom.
-----------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends made their way to the Royal Sisters' bed chamber on the western area. As they arrived, they stopped and heard the screams of pain. They quickly entered the bed chamber at once. Celestia need some help!
"Princess Celestia, are you alright?!" Twilight calls out in concern for the princess who will one day be her future teacher and her future aunt in law.
"Are you crazy?! Close the door now!" A voice screams out frantically.
Danny closed the doors at once while sighing in relief. That was too close! Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in confusion and concern. They turned and found Princess Celestia groaning in pain while lying on the bed. Megan and Princess Luna were besides her. An old pony with a grayish beard and mane a in bun-shape worn doctor's robe was holding a pot of warm water. A young yellow Pegasus with black short mane and tail looked worry and scared. Molly was covering his eyes.
"Uh, are we in the middle of something we shouldn't butt into?" Pinkie ask meekly and a bit worried.
"What is this?" Ben ask in concern. He is suspecting as to what's going on as is the others.
The doctor shushed the group quietly, "Keep it down! Princess Celestia is going in labor now!"
"WHAT?!" Twilight's group screams out in alarm. So it's true, Celestia is going into labor!
"Keep it down! We don't want to alert the Emperor about this!" Luna urged the newcomers to be quiet. If the emperor were to hear that and come to investigate, it wouldn't be good.
Molly nodded frantically as she explains, "Yeah, the last thing we ever want is off with our heads!"
Fluttershy gasped in amazement, "She's gonna have a baby!"
"Oh wow! A mother giving birth to a foal!" Rarity sighs in wonder, giving a happy sigh. "It makes me wish to have one in years to come."
"Yeah, but I wouldn't scream like a wild banshee if that happened to me." Rainbow remarks in determination. This causes her friends to roll their eyes. Typical of their friend trying to be in denial over stuff like this!
"I can't believe it. My older brother is coming." Ben said with a chuckle. Strikespell is going to be born and here he is, witnessing the birth!
"What was that?" The doctor ask puzzled, overhearing that comment. Or so to speak.
"Nothing. And you are?"
"Manners, boy. Dr. Phoenix - Dr. Chan Phoenix. And you must be another guests from the west."
"Yes, how did you know about us?" Twilight ask Dr. Phoenix curiously, wondering how this pony knew who they are.
"My son talks a lot about you especially Princess Celestia and Twilight Sparkle. I believed you know him as Azure Phoenix."
"Azure Phoenix!" Nyx exclaims with a smile. "That explains a lot. I have never met Azure's daddy until now."
"At least this guy is much better. Like father, like son, think about it, won't you?" Pinkie ask randomly to the camera, making her friends chuckle.
Princess Celestia screamed in pain, "Dr. Phoenix: No time! Help me out! And whatever happens, don't let anypony come in unless it is my stepson, Wolverine Thrust or Han Zero!"
"Oh boy, we better get to work!" Phobos exclaims, yelping in alarm.
"Right, ponies, time we helped make a baby!" Applejack exclaims in determination as the others cheer, though quietly as to avoid attention from anyone who must know about this.
Twilight Sparkle, Rarity, Applejack and Rainbow Dash used the silks in covering the windows. Ben Mare, Spike, Phobos and Danny held against the door tightly. Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie helped Dr. Phoenix in helping Princess Celestia give birth. Megan and Princess Luna comforted Princess Celestia, who continued screaming and crying in pain at all cost. Mild Goody and Nyx closed their eyes while chatting. They have been at it for almost hours.
"So, what's your name?" Nyx ask pony curiously, wondering about the other foal.
"Mild. Mild Goody. And you must be the ponies from the west." Mild Goody explains, giving a bow to the one who would one day, or was once known as Nightmare Moon, unknown to him of course. "It's quite an honor to meet you in pony. I've always wondered what kind of ponies are you."
"Well, we must look the same. We're no different from each other."
"I see. And it is very interesting too as well. So, tell me, do you enjoy this place so far?"
"It was interesting. But can't be said for your father." Nyx remarks dryly, still a bit annoyed and upset with the emperor's attitude and behavior.
"I understand. You have to forgive him. He can be a war mongrel when it comes to conquering the world especially increasing his power. But rest assure, my friend, if I do become the Emperor, I will change the fates. I promised that." Mild Goody said to Nyx in assuration.
"Yeah. I believe that!"
"Hacha! We did it!" The doctor laughs in triumph. The foal is finally her at last!
Everyone gathered around Princess Celestia as they witnessed the birth of her firstborn child - a white unicorn with a black mane and short tail, he cried out loud in pain. Dr. Phoenix washed and cleaned the baby.
"Thank goodness that my Silent Bubble keep Strikespell from shouting. The last thing we want is the Emperor have us off with our heads." Twilight said in relief. She won't good without a head on her shoulders, that's for sure!
"Yeah. No kidding." Rainbow remarks in agreement, nodding.
As soon as Dr. Phoenix cleaned the baby off from its dirt and blood, he passed his grandson to Princess Celestia. She held her firstborn son.
"Congratulation, princess. It's a boy." Dr. Phoenix said to Celestia with a warm smile. The princess held her son, happy to hold him and be with him, like a mother to her son.
"Aw... He has yours and his eyes especially the mane." Luna said with a warm smile. Strikespell looks like so much like his parents.
Megan patted the baby's mane gently, she comments, "He is co cute."
Nyx whispered to the others, "Wow... That's Uncle Strikespell? He really is so cute."
"Yeah, hard to believe he would grow up to give Ben trouble." Applejack remarks, giving a sly grin and wink to Ben.
"Very funny, AJ." Ben remarks dryly, but he couldn't help but giving out a smile. It's funny because it's true!
"Yeah, kinda funny when one thinks of it." Spike chuckles while nodding.
Ben Mare patted Strikespell's mane, commenting, "Yeah, for a kid like him. He really is cute."
"What are you gonna name him?" Molly ask Celestia curiously. The new foal must have a name!
Danny nodded, speaking, "Yeah. We can't just call him a baby."
Princess Celestia hummed, "I don't know. Maybe... Strikespell. He has striking resembles as his father and me. He could be good at his spells too since he's a unicorn."
"Well, some foals tend to get powers at a very younger age." Twilight admits thoughtfully. She knew how Pumpkin Cake, despite being a baby, got powers at that age.
"Right, Strikespell is going to be a great spell caster somehow." Fluttershy said meekly and happily, giving a slow nod.
"He looks healthy." Rarity said, giving a good comment of her own to the baby.
"A very healthy baby indeed. Now, we need to do something about this. The baby cannot stay here." Dr. Phoenix said seriously, much to the concern and worry of the others.
"Why would you wanna get rid of him? He's sooooo cute." Pinkie said in shock, giggling Strikespell. The baby laughs by this.
"What gives her? What do you have against Strikespell?" Rainbow ask Dr. Phoenix suspiciously. Is he suddenly not liking his grandson all of the sudden or what?
"No disrespect, my friends. If the Emperor found out about this, he will not only execute my son, but will also declare war again. It's best that this must not be mentioned to anyone." Dr. Phoenix said seriously.
The others pauses, then comments reluctantly in agreement. If the emperor finds out, Equestria will be in for a war that will wipe it off the planet for good this time! Not good!
"This stinks, but it got to be done." Applejack groans out. She hates seeing a foal being separated from his family, but what other choice does everyone has?
"Question remains - how do we get the baby out of here?" Dr. Phoenix ask in concern. How will they get the baby out without raising suspicion?
"Teleport, duh!" Pinkie giggles in delight, stating the obvious. The baby can be teleported out of the palace without anyone suspecting a thing!
"Pinkie's right. It's the only way out of here." Twilight said in agreement. Her teleportation can get everyone in her group out of the palace in no time!
"I understand. May I have the moment with my son?" Celestia ask, trying to be brave. She doesn't wish to give up her new pride and joy, but it's for the best. Everyone nodded. She sobbed tearfully, "My dearest son, I am sorry that you have to born in this time now. And I truly wish that I could spend more time with you. I really do. You're my pride and joy. I am thankful of it. Stay with your father. One day. And someday, I will meet you again."
"As do I, my dear nephew. I hope we can meet in pony, someday." Luna said in agreement. She wish to miss her nephew in pony someday.
"Me too!" The Williams siblings exclaims in agreement.
"It's so sad." Fluttershy said, sniffing at this sight of a mother and son separating.
"Yeah, a mother losing her foal, giving up for adoption...like real life." Spike said, giving a hug to his adopted mother AKA Twilight.
"I know, Spike, I know." Twilight sighs, hugging Spike right back.
Ben Mare sighed, "So, this is how it feels to be forced to give up a child for the sake of his safety and hers? I feel sorry for him especially how I fit in this." He remembered how it was when his mother must give him up years ago.
"Yeah. It must be hard for a mother to give her own child like this mess..."
"You won't tell anyone about this?" Nyx ask Mild seriously. He must not tell his father about his step brother!
"My lips is sealed." Mild said, giving a Pinkie Swear. No one outside of this room will ever know.
"You'd better go now! I'll figure this mess out since I'm their servant and doctor." Dr. Phoenix said seriously. He will find a way to explain this recovery to the emperor somehow.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gathered at once. She then teleported them out of the palace. Dr. Phoenix then checked on Princess Celestia's body, making sure she's alright. Now for a cover-up.
----------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends appeared on the market area. They all sighed in relief that they're away from the Ma Lou Yang Palace especially they still have the baby in safe hoof.
"Good thing that we're away from them." Rainbow remarks. The more away from those guys, the better!
"Yeah. I don't even want to imagine of what happen if those guys find out about this." Applejack remarks with a shudder.
"Right, I don't like the idea of my head being cut off." Fluttershy said, shivering in fear.
"Headless is so not into fashion." Rarity sighs, checking her head carefully. "Still here, good."
"What's next?" Nyx ask, glancing at the baby who is crying a bit.
Spike, struggling to keep the baby quiet, adds, "Yeah, we can't keep him with us. It might be dangerous..."
"Back to his roots." Ben said seriously. He knows where Strikespell must be.
In the afternoon, Twilight Sparkle and her friends were at the Phoenix Resident. They explained to Azure Phoenix about the latest situation especially about his first born son. It shocked and surprised Azure Phoenix and his officers.
"Wow... I did not see that coming..." Navy Arrow said with a slow nod. He is progressing this information.
Anger nodded, remarking, "Yeah. No kidding. This has gotten out. We all would have been killed."
"This is serious. What have I done?" Azure Phoenix groans in worry. If his emperor found out he has impregnated one of his concubines, its death for him!
"It's not your fault. You didn't know it, neither any of us do." Twilight said to Azure calmly.
"Right, you should be happy to have a kin." Applejack spoke in comfort to Azure.
"Yes, having a foal is a very wonderful thing." Fluttershy said with a sweet smile.
"I know that." Twilight said as Nyx nuzzles her mother's leg quietly.
"I know it's too sudden and shocking. Do you think you can raise him? He is yours and Princess Celestia's flesh and blood." Ben said to Azure calmly. It would make sense for the father to raise his son.
Armorhide spoke out in a serious tone, "That maybe true. But what are we gonna tell others about it? And what happen if they were suspicious about his identity? It's quite risky..."
"He's right. If ponies asked about his mother, what should we do?" Anger ask in concern. Strikespell looks too much like Celestia as it is!
"But we can't just leave him behind." Navy Arrow spoke seriously. The baby is too defenseless to be on his own. He needs someone to raise him!
"We won't. I'll raise him for her." Azure Phoenix said in a serious tone, much to the surprise and relief of the others.
"Wait, what?!"
"Are you serious?" Anger ask Azure Phoenix in shock. "Why are you even doing this?"!
"Calm down, why are you doing this?" Ben ask Azure Phoenix calmly this time. He has a feeling his future step-father would have a good reason.
"Like you said, he is my flesh and blood. And I'm not willing to leave him behind. I promised her that once everything went well, we will meet again especially since my son will get his chance to see his mother." Azure Phoenix said seriously. He will raise his son. When this whole madness is done, he and Strikespell will meet Celestia again.
"Cousin..." Anger sighs in amazement. Looks like its official: Strikespell is indeed part of the family.
Ben gave a bow to Azure, speaking, "Thank you so much, my lord."
"That's a relief!" Pinkie exclaims with a sigh. "Can you believe it took this many chapters for the princess to have a kid?"
"Too happy to comment." Rainbow comments to Pinkie. She's too happy to comment on Pinkie's randomness right now.
"At least things will be better now, huh Nyx?" Phobos ask Nyx patted his best friend on the back.
"Sure can." Nyx giggles in relief and happiness.
-----------------
Evening...
Twilight Sparkle and her friends meet up with Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero as they all were having some important discussion at the private dining room, which has luxury-type and curtains to cover them. The Generals were in shock yet surprised about the latest news especially involving the first son of Azure Phoenix and Princess Celestia.
"That's.... That's unbelievable..." Wolverine Thrust said in shock and concern, "And was a close call as well."
Han Zero looked shock and worry as he asked, "Was Princess Luna..."
"No. I don't think she had," Twilight Sparkle answered calmly, "Princess Celestia is the only pony who gave the birth."
Ben Mare nodded, "Just lucky that we were there to make sure she doesn't get caught again."
"Best of all, we didn't tell anypony but you and the Phoenix Army about this," Pinkie Pie squealed happily.
"And what happen if somepony like me is willing to report to the Emperor?" Wolverine Thrust asked calmly and firmly, causing Twilight Sparkle and her friends worry and scared about his tone. He sighed, "You're all lucky that I don't do such a thing especially to my own brother. But both him and Azure Phoenix have to be very careful. But seriously, careful because if the spy ever learn of the secret, I don't even want to scare you off."
Fluttershy squealed in fear, "I don't even want to think about that."
Rainbow Dash sighed, "Tell me about it. Glad that you two are the only ones to know about this."
"Think again, guys," Han Zero said in concern before he cleared his throat, "You can come in now, Icky."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in concern of what they just heard. A familiar eunuch entered the scene while smiling and chuckling uneasily. Icky Cook sat on his seat.
"You were eavesdropping on our conversation?!" Twilight Sparkle asked in shock and concern.
Applejack hissed, "That can't be good."
Nyx, Spike and Phobos squealed in fear and worry, "We're busted! We're gonna lose our heads!"
Rarity groaned, "That was rude of you."
Icky Cook chuckled, "Sorry, I can't help myself. After all, I am the Emperor's most trusted and favorite eunuch. So, it's my job is to gathered any important information before reporting to him about it."
"But you won't right," Han Zero asked in amusement.
Icky Cook chuckled in amusement, "Of course not! I would never do that to my own best friend. And besides, I need the evidence to show or the Emperor will never make a judge of it. So, your little secret is safe with me for now."
Everyone sighed in relief about Icky Cook keeping the secret from anyone know about it.
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "So how you come to learn about this?"
Icky Cook smirked as he held a glasses, "I believe this belongs to you, little filly."
Nyx gasped in concern and worry as she took it, "Where did you-?"
"From Concubine Yang's bed chamber," Icky Cook explained, "It's very strange for the princess to get sick and screamed for almost whole day. It's almost like she's gone in labor. I did try to investigate but all the evidence to prove it is gone except the glasses, which belongs to you. I suspect you knew something about it. So the only way to find out more - I tailed on my best friends. I know everything now. You should be very careful of it. The Land of Ma is filled with tricky ponies to eavesdrop and spy on."
Twilight Sparkle giggled uneasily, "Yeah. We sure to keep it in mind."
"Yeah, the only pony who could be very careless is Rainbow Dash," Applejack remarked in amusement.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Excuse me, missy?"
"Do they always like that?" Icky Cook asked curiously.
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Only the rainbow pony is like that. She enjoyed defying the order and even getting herself into trouble as well."
"By the way, how long have you two known about Icky Cook," Nyx asked curiously.
Spike nodded, "Yeah, you guys seemed best friends. It's kinda cool."
Icky Cook sighed, "Well, it wasn't happy time for my life. Where I came from is Eagle Proud Kingdom but it was conquered by the Qin Dynasty. And so, the prisoners of war became slaves. I became the cook for the emperor. And believe in me, it wasn't very fun when you're new in town especially in the palace. You get bullied and tormented for the rest of your lives. I spend my entire your life to earn the Emperor's trust and favorite. But now I am, thanks to my cooking skills and management on eunuchs. It's perfect."
Han Zero nodded, "And how I met him? I sought of stumble on him at the kitchen and even at the restaurant. So, we became fast and best friends - we spent our time together during the meeting, drinking, dinner and training. We even shared the information as well about daily news."
"Indeed. The Emperor trusted him with all of his life," Wolverine Thrust added, "The ministers even trusted him as well, including Prime Minister Excel Con."
Rarity nodded, "Interesting..."
Fluttershy sighed, "I'm glad you overcome the problem. Bully can be very bad too."
"Did I ever mention of how much you look like Seekcurse," Phobos said in amusement. His friends glared at him. He looked confused and dumbfounded, "What?!"
"Who's Seekcurse?" Han Zero asked in concern.
Icky Cook hummed, "I'd never heard of him or even seen him before. And not to mention, there is no historical records about him."
Twilight Sparkle hummed in concern, "I'm not sure that I should tell you about this. It's not a very good idea too."
"Come on. A little peek of it, please?" Icky Cook pleaded.
Han Zero nodded, "Yeah, is there something we should know about?"
Mane Five, Ben Mare, Nyx, Spike and Phobos turned and looked at Twilight Sparkle as they all wondered of whether they should tell the ponies about Seekcurse or not. She was very reluctant and concern about it yet she knew it might be a perfect chance to prevent him to kill Han Zero and Wolverine Thrust. This could be a perfect chance.
"Alright. We'll tell," Twilight Sparkle said calmly and firmly, "But you have to keep it to yourselves, not even the Emperor must know about this. I doubt he will listen."
Wolverine Thrust, Han Zero and Icky Cook smiled and nodded in agreement. Twilight Sparkle and her friends nodded in understanding as they all began explain about Seekcurse.
"Seekcurse was or is going to be the Emperor's favorite eunuch since he was born at the palace. And he is the only pony that will bring destruction and downfall to Qin Dynasty through manipulation, corruption and deception. All he ever want is to be at the top of government's control," Twilight Sparkle explained calmly and firmly. Two generals and eunuch looked worry and concern. She sighed, "That's why we mistook you as Seekcurse. Sorry."
"It's alright," Icky Cook said calmly, "Well, in fact, it was interesting and curious about him too."
Wolverine Thrust hummed in concern, "If what you say is true, then we should keep an eye on it. We can't let our kingdom fall."
"I agreed. We have to be prepared for anything especially him," Han Zero nodded.
"Yes, we shall," Icky Cook hummed while muttered, "It's nice to meet him in pony."
Twilight Sparkle bowed, "Thank you so much."
Wolverine Thrust smiled, "Come, let us eat our dinner. The foods are getting cold."
Wolverine Thrust, Han Zero and Icky Cook began eating their own food while Twilight Sparkle and her friends chatted about letting Han Zero and his friends know about the history.
"Do you think it's good idea to tell them about this?" Ben Mare asked in concern.
Applejack nodded, "We're not supposed to interfere the past."
Rarity gulped, "It could alter the history especially our friends. They could never-!"
"They will. I believe in it," Twilight Sparkle said firmly and calmly, "And besides, getting rid of Seekcurse is the only way to save our friend too. Wouldn't you all agree?"
Mane Five, Ben Mare, Nyx, Spike and Phobos thought carefully before they smiled and nodded in agreement. They then have their own dinner at once.
--------------------------------------------
In the morning, Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero led Twilight Sparkle and her family to the palace. The Emperor has summoned them to do something important mission. Whatever it was, they have to prepared for it. They were on their way to the throne chamber.
"What do you think the Emperor wants you guys now?" Spike asked curiously.
Han Zero shrugged, "Who knows? Whatever it is, it must be very important that only high generals can handle it."
"Yes. I agree," Wolverine Thrust said firmly, "Whatever it is, behave well."
"Hey, we behaved well," Rainbow Dash joked in amusement.
Rarity sighed, "As long you don't try to prank again, we should be safe."
Ben Mare noticed Han Zero's nervous looks. He hummed in amusement, "You know... I can't help but noticed of how nervous you really are, General."
"Is it someone that you wanted to meet?" Twilight Sparkle asked in amusement.
Fluttershy smiled, "Ooh. It is so cute to see you both meet."
Han Zero groaned as he looked away while blushed, "I don't know what you're talking about."
"Did you just deny your feelings?" Rainbow Dash asked in amusement.
Rarity gasped, "That sign! I know what this means!"
"Ooh! Somepony got a crush," Applejack said in amusement.
Pinkie Pie giggled, "Just imagine the wedding between you and her. It's gonna be awesome and best party we ever had!"
Phobos chuckled in amusement, "This is gonna be fun."
Spike giggled, "I know who it is."
Nyx nodded happily, "Han Zero and Princess Luna sitting on the tree."
Han Zero gulped in concern while blushed in red, "Well... I... er... What I meant... I kinda..."
"Knock this humor nonsense off now!" Wolverine Thrust exclaimed in annoyance as he turned and glared at Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "Loving the Emperor's concubines is no laughing matters! If the Emperor found about this, not only we lose our heads but also our family and clan! What happened to Concubine Yang and her birth son is the best example of the mess! Make one wrong move, you'll be dead! Understand?!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were stunned and scared as they all nodded fearfully. They have never seen how angry Wolverine Thrust is.
"Easy, big brother. They didn't mean it." Han Zero calmed his brother down, "And besides, I'll be careful. So, don't take an anger on them, just me alone. That's all."
Wolverine Thrust slowly calm down before showing guilty and shame, "Sorry. I didn't mean it. Heard of what happen to Concubine Yang, it makes me very worry about my little brother. After all, Concubine Yue did gave him a warm body. I don't want to imagine of it."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "We understand. And we're sorry for making you upset."
"We promised we won't joked again," Ben Mare added.
Mane Five, Nyx, Spike and Phobos nodded in agreement about it…though no one is aware that Rainbow and Pinkie has crossed her own hooves secretly with Phobos crossing his fingers.
"Let's just get in. The Emperor is expecting us now," Wolverine Thrust said firmly.
As the ponies entered the throne chamber; they all bowed down while greet in respect before the Emperor Qin Wang Di, Icky Cook and Prime Minister Excel Con.
"Rise," Emperor Qin Wang Di said calmly. As the ponies stood up, he continued, "Thank you for coming, my faithful generals. I have an important assignment for you all to perform."
"Whatever it is, we are prepared to fulfill our duty," Wolverine Thrust said firmly.
Han Zero nodded, "So, what is the problem, your majesty?"
The Emperor cleared his throat. Princess Luna, Danny and Molly emerged from the shadows before they bowed down and greeted in respect.
"While Concubine Yang is resting after some terrible stomachache, Lady Megan is keeping an eye on her. I was told by Ambassador Williams that Concubine Yue wished to see my kingdom," Emperor Qin Wang Di explained calmly, "However, I'm bit too busy to go with her due to politics and bills to deal with. And therefore, I need a general to assist this duty for a week or two."
Wolverine Thrust sighed calmly, "It would be an honor for me to handle this duty."
"Actually, I'm choosing General Han Zero as Yue's tour guide and bodyguard."
"What?! You can't be serious!"
"Is there something wrong?"
"Ah... Concern about my brother's handling the duty to Concubine Yue. I think it's very unwise and irresponsibility for him to do it."
Han Zero groaned, "Thanks for the vote of confidence..."
Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed, "True. But Yue insisted to have him as her tour guide and bodyguard. If she trusted him, so will I."
Wolverine Thrust hissed, "But your majesty-!"
"Do not question my authority!" Emperor Qin Wang Di exclaimed, "Do I make myself clear?"
Wolverine Thrust groaned in defeat, "Yes, your majesty."
"Now go. And don't mess it up! I have some duty to fulfill."
The Emperor stood up from his seat as he headed back to his chamber, along with Prime Minister Excel Con and Icky Cook. Princess Luna, Danny and Molly approached the generals while smiling calmly and happily. Generals and their friends bowed in respect to the princess and her ambassadors.
Han Zero and his friends - Twilight Sparkle and her friends stood up from the ground as they were about to guide and led Princess Luna and two William Siblings outside. Wolverine Thrust stopped his brother and friends at once.
Wolverine Thrust glared at Han Zero, "Don't mess it up..."
Han Zero nodded, "I won't."
Wolverine Thrust moved aside as Han Zero and his friends continued moving out of the throne chamber.
Rainbow Dash sighed, "This is gonna be fun..."
"Can't wait to see how Aunt Luna and Han worked their relationship up," Ben Mare said in amusement.
--------------------------------------------
"With the Emperor's approval, Han Zero began his duty as both tour guide and bodyguard for Princess Luna, Danny William and Molly William across the whole Land of Ma for two weeks. Three visitors from the West witnessed the Ma Ponies, its culture, its landscape, its cities, its villages and its agriculture. It amazed and surprised them a lot of how beauty it really is. As the days gone by, both Princess Luna and Han Zero grew closer to each other. And one event will prove their deep feelings..."
A week later...
Han Zero rode his Fury Dragon - Wind Storm while leading the escort. His unit consists of 100 Qin Soldiers. His escort was a carriage that carried Princess Luna, Danny and Molly Williams. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were within the army. They spent a week of travelling and sightseeing around the Land of Ma. And now they're at the central south - Jing Province.
Han Zero turned and approached the carriage. He took a peek through the curtain as he found Princess Luna, Danny and Molly Williams were chatting happily about the adventures siblings have been through. The Princess of Moon was impressed and amazed by it.
Han Zero cleared his throat in getting their attention, "So, how's everything inside? I hope you find the trip interesting and good?"
Danny William nodded, "Yeah, it is. Thanks, general."
Molly William sighed, "You know - I've always want to see the China, but we never get the chance because we don't have much money. But at least, this place works well for it. Land of Ma does matched with China."
"Yeah. And we didn't get to see Terracotta Army," Danny William said in disappointment. Han Zero looked confuse and surprise. He cleared his throat, "Never mind. So how's you and Luna? Did you like anything during the travelling?"
Molly William giggled, "You and her are falling for each other..."
Han Zero yelped while blushed, "It was good and appreciated. Thank you very much. After all, Princess Luna do need some refreshment of food and drinks."
Princess Luna giggled, "Do you always like to be modest of everything?"
"Well, not really. I'm just being humble and respected at all, your highness. Nothing special or great, your highness."
"I told you before, Han. You can call me 'Luna'. We're not at the public or palace anymore. The Emperor is not here to bother us or ruin our time. We can do whatever we can."
"Apology, your highness. I am still against the idea of leisure."
"So, thou mustn't worry so much. Enjoy it while you still can. Call this our first date."
"Okay... But what do you call it a 'date'? I don't understand."
"Art thou mean it?!" Princess Luna asked in surprise. Han Zero shrugged. She sighed, "Of course, you don't understand. There is another meaning of date. Date still can be refer to days, months and years of our time. But this date means two of us travelling around the world, enjoying the life and above all, we can expressed our feelings to each other." 
Han Zero gulped while sweated out, "I see..."
Princess Luna smiled while giving her attractive eyes to Han Zero, "Tell me, wouldn't that be fun and enjoyable?"
Han Zero yelped while blushed, "Well... I-I-I wouldn't recommend of such thing! I'm still-!"
"Enough of thy concern. Please, relax and enjoy it. When we reach the village, we shall be alone to enjoy our dinner alone. Agree?"
"Oh boy..."
Phobos groaned, "So boring..."
"Aw, come on, don't be like that, Phobos," Nyx insisted calmly, "At least, we get the chance to see how Princess Luna and Han Zero get together. They say that they're the ponies who make the mooncakes on 15th day of September."
"Cakes? Really? I wanna try it!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed happily. She then checked on her calendar, "Now you mention it. Today is 10th September."
Fluttershy sighed, "Really? What's the history behind it? Sounds very important."
"It is," Nyx nodded, "The only place that happen is the dryness and drought village. It's where Princess Luna unleashed her power to control moon. The Mid Autumn Festival or Lunar Festival founded and began in her honor."
Rainbow Dash gasped as she pointed out, "Like that?!"
The ponies stopped at once as they found the village in front of them. They were in shock and worry about it. The land is covered by cracks and sandy only. Trees looked old, broken and dried out. The lake also dried out.
"Yeah. This is it..." Nyx said in surprise, "I can't believe that we found it so quickly..."
Princess Luna noticed the carriage has been halted. She turned and looked at Han Zero, who nodded his head in confirmation. He then headed off while leading the escort into the village. The villagers moaned painfully as they were all so thirsty, hungry and exhausted while pleading for help and assistance to them.
"Poor them. They all were in pain and hungry," Fluttershy said pitifully.
Pinkie Pie nodded in concern, "Yeah. The fighting with Yellow Scarf Rebellions must have make a big mess around here. I feel sorry for them."
Applejack analyzed the land and ponies carefully while looking at the sun, "Or the sun that caused a big fuss here."
"Well, there's one solution, we could use the rain," Rainbow Dash said calmly. She turned to Han Zero, "Tell me, that your Pegasi can handle the job?"
Han Zero gave the annoying glare, "They are the soldiers, not the workers. And besides, creating the rain clouds is hard. No Pegasi among the military can do such a thing!"
Rainbow Dash groaned, "You've gotta be kidding me..."
Princess Luna sighed as she emerged and came out from her carriage, "Either way, we must help our subjects."
Han Zero gasped, "Concubine Yue! You mustn't! As the concubine to the Emperor, you are not allow to do a dirty hooves!"
"With all due with respect, Han," Princess Luna said firmly and calmly, "It is our duty to help and protect the citizens, even if the princess like me must get her hooves dirty. I'm not afraid. The Emperor can criticize me if he wants. They need us now!"
Danny William stood up firmly, "I'm with her."
"Me too!" Molly William nodded firmly.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends shouted firmly and proudly, "We also want to help too!"
The villagers sighed in relief as they all bowed in respect to the princess and her friends while chatted happily.
Han Zero was surprised and shocked by Princess Luna and her friends' resolve and decision. Not every princess is willing to help ponies. She and the Western Ponies surprised him a lot. He smiled nevertheless as he bowed down in respect.
"What is your order, your highness?" Han Zero asked calmly.
Princess Luna and her friends sighed in relief to hear Han Zero is willing to help them. They explained to him, the soldiers and villagers of what they can do. As everyone were readied, 
Princess Luna flew up to the sky while her horn glowed brightly and luminescently in blue. As the sun descended, she summoned the ascending moon to the sky at once. Not only that, the calm and cool wind blew on the ponies.
Twilight Sparkle gave the signal to her friends at once. Han Zero, Rainbow Dash, Fluttershy and Pegasi of Village and Soldiers create and form the clouds while positioning them on their home. Applejack, Pinkie Pie, the farmers and soldiers began plowing the field while planting gently and calmly yet firmly. Danny William, Molly William, Ben Mare and others joined in as well. With the field is plowed and the seeds are in place, the Pegasi kicked on the clouds in bringing the rain down on it. 
As the land is soaked and wet including the lake and well are filled; Twilight Sparkle, Rarity and the unicorns summoned the lights in brightening and shinning on the land while Pegasi kicked the clouds aside. The seeds slowly grow and formed a weed. They then slowly turned into plants. Some turned into trees. Others turned into grass or vegetables.
Four days later, the land is filled with fruits and vegetables, and even the lake is filled with water. The villagers cheered wildly and happily as their home supplies refilled.
"Thank you so much, your highness," The Village Elder said happily while bowing down in respect, "We owe it to you, Princess of the Moon."
Princess Luna smiled, "It was nothing. Thou should be thankful to these ponies and soldiers for it."
The villagers brought and left the fruits and vegetables before her. She was in shock and surprised, "What is this?"
Village Elder smiled, "A gift for you, your highness as the gratitude."
"But I can't take it. It's unnecessary. It's not right."
"I insist. This is the way to show our gratitude for helping us so much."
Danny William smiled, "Better accept it. I kinda hungry."
"Don't be rude, Danny!" Molly William exclaimed in annoyance while nudged on Danny's guts, "These are ponies' fruits, not ours!"
Han Zero nodded firmly, "You must accept. It is traditional."
Princess Luna hummed in concern as she levitated the fruit and vegetable baskets up, "I wish I would do something favor in return."
Nyx hummed as she recalled the story Azure Phoenix had told her about mooncakes. She gasped in realization.
"There is a way! I know what we're gonna do today!" Nyx exclaimed happily. Everyone turned to her. She squealed, "We're gonna make the Mooncake!"
"Mooncake?!" Everyone asked in surprise and shock.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends helped and taught Princess Luna, Danny and Molly Williams, Han Zero and other Ma Ponies about how to bake the mooncake. After few hours later, couple of mooncakes were ready for everyone to try on 15th September. As they took the bite on the cakes, they awed happily about it.
"That is so good..." Pinkie Pie awed happily before adding the sugar sprinkles, "Need more sugar and sprinkle! That would be better!"
Rarity smiled, "I agree. This is indeed delicious and good."
"Indeed," Princess Luna smiled as she took a bite on her mooncake, "Thank you, little one. It's good for everyone to try and eat."
Molly smiled, "So, this is a mooncake? They're great."
"Not bad..." Danny remarked.
"Truly amazing and great," Han Zero complimented, "Its the perfect honor and celebration day for you, your highness."
The ponies chatted in agreement and happily, making Princess Luna to disagree but interrupted by Nyx who cheered happily, "Yes, it is! That's why today is called Special Moon Festival Day for Princess Luna! Because of her moon, your home is safe and sound. And not to mention, we make the best mooncakes too!"
"Huh... It's almost like China's story about moon princess," Danny William commented in amusement, "But not what I have in mind."
Molly nodded, "Well, this is the best than sending to the moon forever after getting the immortal pill."
The ponies chatted and cheered wildly and happily for Princess Luna, who was blushed and modest about it.
"Gee... Thank you so much. We appreciate it very much," Princess Luna smiled happily and relief. She turned while looked at Han Zero, who is now smiling, "Not what I had in mind about the date. But this will do. I finally get to see you smile."
Han Zero smiled, "Well, it's very rare for me to do that. Thank you for letting me be your tour guide and bodyguard."
"No, thank you. You finally accept my feelings," Princess Luna smiled.
And just before Han Zero could do anything, Princess Luna kissed him by lips. He was in shock and worry, but nevertheless, he responded it back to her. Everyone awed happily to see it. Twilight Sparkle and her friends giggled and commented of how cute and lovely Princess Luna and Han Zero.
"And thus, the Special Moon Day Festival was created on 15th Day of Mid Autumn, mostly on September. And this is also marked the relationship between Princess Luna and Han Zero in secrets. However..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Imperial Hall of Record, Icky Cook was reading and looking through the scrolls and papers in search of someone important. He groaned and grunted as he struggled to find it.
"Where is it? I have to find him! He has to be here somewhere!" Icky Cook exclaimed in concern, "If these girls speaks the truth, he maybe the only pony that can take my place. I don't even want to ruin my kingdom especially losing my head..."
"Icky Cook, obsessed yet determined, to find the most cruel, manipulative and corrupted eunuch in the dawn of history. A beginning of Qin Dynasty's Downfall..."
To be Continued...


			Author's Notes: 
Review and Suggest...
Main Casts:
Tara Strong: Twilight Sparkle, Baby Strikespell
Jason Marsden: Ben Mare
Ashleigh Ball: Applejack, Rainbow Dash
Andrea Libman: Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie
Tabitha St. Germain: Rarity, Princess Luna
Daveigh Chase: Nyx
Cathy Weseluck: Spike
Chris Sanders: Phobos
Michael McConnohie: Narrator
Alessandro Juliani: Han Zero
Dave B. Mitchell: Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon, Qin Soldiers
Steve Kremer: Warpath Temper
Minor Casts:
Brian Drummond: Wolverine Thrust, Excel Con, Qin Soldier
Vincet Tong: Prince Shine, Inspector, Villagers
Douglas Rye: Azure Phoenix
Nicole Oliver: Princess Celestia, Prince Spoiled Runt
Tony Oliver: Navy Arrow, Mild Goody, Village Elder
Kirk Thornton: Anger, Dr Chan Phoenix
Beau Billingslea: Armorhide, Eunuch
Brian Dobson: Icky Cook, Villagers
Kath Soucie: Megan William
Scott Menville: Danny William
Kari Walhgren: Molly William
Cameo:
James Babson: Claw Tiger, Villagers
Richard Epcar: Cruez
Christopher Corey Smith: Noble Guild
Next Chapter - Rise of Seekcurse: Seekcurse emerged from the shadows! Twilight Sparkle and her friends must do what they can to prevent him from not only rising to powers, but also prevent the death of Han Zero, which would one day turn Princess Luna into Nightmare Moon. But can they stop him and his corruption lies before chaos continued to grow?
Author's Notes:
1. Princess Luna's Arc is inspired by Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival and the story about Moon Princess of China.
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 4: Rise of Seekcurse

"Seekcurse..." Narrator narrated, "The Emperor's most trusted and favorite eunuch he ever has since the dawn of Qin Dynasty, and the responsible of bringing downfall to his own kingdom. Not only that, he too bring a dangerous task and destruction to Three Kingdoms in the future. However, the past selves of their allies have no knowledge of him and his existence. Therefore, the Qin Kingdom is safe from harm. But there is one pony who believed in his existence..."
At the historical record hall, Icky Cook continued searching through scrolls and bamboos in search for Seekcurse during his free time and midnight. He muttered and chatted in annoyance and disappointed about unable to find him.
"His name is Icky Cook - one of the Emperor's eunuch and its current head for both cook and securities. Ever since the strangers told and warned him and his friends of the catastrophe, he's been obsessed in finding and searching for Seekcurse. Believing that the mysterious eunuch would one day help him gain not only power but also respect and support from both the Emperor and the kingdom as the most trustworthy leader in the kingdom..."
"Nothing! Where is he?!" Icky Cook exclaimed in anger and disappointment, "No matter. I will find him! With his help, I'll be the best and better than he is. And I'll make sure that he won't destroy Qin without the fight! Yeah! Count on that!"
---------------------------------------------
A year later...
At the guest's room, Twilight Sparkle and her friends were eating and enjoying their foods calmly and happily while listening to the Narrator's narration.
"Okay, we get that Seekcurse was born here," Rainbow Dash muttered while chewing her noodles, "But what I don't get is why doesn't anypony around here never heard of him before?"
Rarity nodded, "It's quite strange and mysterious. He was the Emperor's favorite eunuch. He should be here or at least bumped into him."
"Either way, I'm just happy that I don't need to see him in pony again," Fluttershy said in relief.
Pinkie Pie huffed, "He's a party popper."
"You know what's strange? Why would Icky Cook be bothered about him?" Spike said in concern.
Nyx nodded, "I've noticed. Is he obsessed in finding that monster? I mean he's gonna destroy his home and kingdom. Shouldn't he and others be lucky that jerk doesn't exist?"
"Beats me. All I know is that we don't have to see him again," Applejack said in annoyance, "If he does show his faces, I would be happy to give him some bucking kick!"
"Don't you guys find something fishy?" Phobos asked in concern. Everyone turned and looked at him. He asked, "Does Icky Cook looks like Seekcurse? Coz he does looks like one."
"Let's not judge on someone else, Phobos. We can't be sure if they're both are the same pony," Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "Though they both looked so much a like."
Ben Valorheart sighed, "Well, we just have to be careful. We do not want to lose our heads."
Everyone chatted and commented in agreement.
Spike hummed in concern, "So, what's next?"
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Maybe we should keep our eyes sharp on the situation. I have the bad feeling that the worse is about to happen. I have the feeling that Seekcurse is closer than we think..."
Her friends chatted and commented in agreement about her concerns and Seekcurse never appeared...
---------------------------------------------
Seven Months Later...
Icky Cook was at his office, working and writing down on both documents and historical records. He muttered in upset and angry about his unable to find and search on Seekcurse. It's pointless for him to continue his search as he has lots of important business to deal with.
"Okay, let's get down to business, shall we?" Icky Cook said in annoyance and disappointment, "It's not like there's anything important to deal with."
The eunuch nodded as he held and read a scroll, "As you wish, my lord. I shall begin to call the official's name and contribution to the dynasty. Crystallized Fabric from Governor Magix of Mt. Gigantic. Honey Jars from Lord Arc Tan of Pork Manor. Lord Seekcurse from Dragon's Desert presents the 1,000-years-old ginger. And-!"
"Wait! Did you just said Lord Seekcurse?!" Icky Cook asked in shock and concern as he looked at his eunuch. The eunuch nodded in concern. Icky Cook called him as he wanted to look at the scroll. He looked at t carefully as he gasped in shock, "What in the name of Qin?! He does exist! Where is he?!"
"He's at the Imperial Hall now."
"Call him here now. I would like to speak with him personally."
The eunuch nodded and left the place at once. Icky Cook squealed happily and wildly.
"I can't believe it! I actually found him! My search is over!" Icky Cook exclaimed happily, "I'll be the hero! No! I've gotta make him as the Emperor's Advisor! Or better - I'll make him as my second-in-command. So that, I can keep an eye on him. This is gonna be fun!"
The eunuch returned to the office as he bowed in respect, "Lord Seekcurse from Dragon's Desert has arrived!"
Icky Cook turned and faced the pony he wants to meet - a skinny orange Flim's Body Base-like worn the black ancient Chinese robe and hat. For strange reason, he's smiling and laughed like he has a Down Syndrome system in him.
"Uh... Did not expect this. Was he supposed to be this?" Icky Cook said in concern, "Are you Seekcurse?"
Seekcurse chuckled, "Yup-yup!"
"Okay... Not what I expected about you, not even what the Westerners told me about. But nevertheless, looks can be deceiving. And I believe that you have special gift. So, have you ever thought about working at the Imperial Palace?"
"Uh... Yup-yup!"
"Splendid! I may not know much about you, but my guts tell me that you'll do great things, with me around. And rest assure, I won't let bad things happen to you!"
"Yup-Yup!"
"You don't talk much, do you?"
"Poor... Talking... Yup-yup!"
"I understand. It maybe difficult for you to talk with Head of all Eunuchs. But luckily, I can handle the situation. Lord Bullseye will accept it since he trusted me of both cook and security. So, whatever you do, don't say anything, unless I say so. Understand?"
"Yup-yup!"
Icky Cook smiled, "Good! Let's go! Time to give the present to the lord."
Icky Cook guided and led Seekcurse to the Head of Eunuchs' office while bringing the '1,000 years old ginger' as well.
---------------------------------------------
Han Zero, Twilight Sparkle and her friends ran through the hallway of Imperial Palace's rooms. They heading straight to the room.
"I can't believe it! Seekcurse do exist here!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed in concern, "This is so not good! Who knows what kind of plans he may cooped up with."
Applejack nodded, "No doubt he will cause some troubles here."
"I can't believe that stupid Icky Cook actually allow him here!" Rarity exclaimed in concern, "What was he thinking?!"
Han Zero sighed, "I don't know. But we'd better stop him before he gets himself into trouble."
They all arrived at the office. And just before they could entered, the door was opened by the black Big McIntosh's body base but very fat worn the eunuch's robe Lord Bullseye, Icky Cook and Seekcurse.
"Big Mac? No! It can't be him!" Applejack said in concern.
Rainbow Dash cleared her throat, "AJ. This is the past, not present. So, it's not Big McIntosh."
"Oh! General! I didn't expect you come here!" Lord Bullseye commented in amazement and amusement, "Well, either way, I would like to take a break after some talk. I should inspect about this ginger. Sounds good and tasty. The Emperor can't wait to try it on."
Lord Bullseye headed off while leaving Icky Cook and Seekcurse behind with Han Zero and his friends. They then turned and looked at Icky Cook and Seekcurse.
"Is something wrong?" Icky Cook asked in concern.
"Well, duh! What part of don't find or let Seekcurse live don't you get?!" Pinkie Pie demanded.
Fluttershy nodded, "He's dangerous and scary too."
"Yeah! And he's..." Applejack got interrupted while looking at Seekcurse, "That's Seekcurse? He looks more like... Flim."
Spike corrected, "Technically, that's somepony else who looked like Flim. But he's weird and strange too."
"Yes! And he has some promising skills for the Qin Dynasty," Icky Cook said happily, "And don't worry. Leave everything to me."
Han Zero hummed in concern, "I'm still against the idea. Twilight Sparkle and her friends warned us about him and his capabilities especially Qin Dynasty's downfall. We can't have him here."
Icky Cook scoffed, "Rest assure, everything will be fine. I got this. Now excuse me, my pupil need my mentoring. Believe in me, everything will be fine."
Seekcurse chuckled a bit, "Yup-yup!"
Icky Cook and Seekcurse headed off at once. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked concern and worry.
"I've got bad feeling about this," Spike said in concern.
Nyx nodded, "I don't think that's really Seekcurse. He's too skinny, shy and weirder than the real Film..."
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "True. But we should keep an eye on the event, just in case. And we need to do more research about him. Something doesn't make sense around here especially the Seekcurse we knew since our Friendship Problems at Three Kingdoms."
"She's right. I think we're missing something. We should check more about this," Ben Valorheart suggested.
Everyone chatted and nodded in agreement about their friend's concerns. They headed off and returned to Han Zero's home for some research about Seekcurse or another pony they never seen before...
---------------------------------------------
At Han Zero's house, three days later...
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were doing some research on 'Seekcurse' and his history at the library. They find it too suspicious and surprising. The 'Seekcurse' they met today - weirder and stranger too. As they did tons of research, they found plenty about him. Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero entered the room to check on them.
"How's the progress?" Han Zero asked.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Tons of them. And who knew that a shy and weird pony like him could cause a lot of damages?"
"Well, there's various type of shyness. And you could never tell of how nice or nasty they really are," Fluttershy said in concern. She sighed, "I don't like my opposites. That was nasty."
Applejack huffed, "Well, either way, he did tons of messy at his home - corruption, bribery and scandal on the ponies."
"Well, he deserved to be in prison for good!" Rarity exclaimed in anger and annoyance.
"Oh. He will," Wolverine Thrust said firmly, "He committed too many crimes against both the Emperor and the Qin Dynasty, especially the ginger he stolen from the village."
Han Zero nodded, "And it turns out that this ginger has terrible effects - eat too much of it will cause an asphyxiation to the pony. And the Head of All Eunuchs died of heat."
"Oh. That is not good!" Pinkie Pie said in concern.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "That's what Icky Cook get for bringing that troublemaker to the Imperial! He caused one pony dead now. And I'd say he died at once."
"That's the plan. He will be executed by noon," Wolverine Thrust said firmly, "With him gone for good, our kingdom is safe, thanks to you all."
Spike sighed, "That's a good news. Then, the future is safe."
"But what happen to the rest? We might never seen our other friends again in the future," Nyx said in concern.
Twilight Sparkle patted Nyx, "Don't worry, Nyx. It'll be fine. I promise."
Ben Valorheart nodded, "As history goes along, we'll make sure that others became Mystic Ponies. So, what's next?"
"We should check on Icky Cook. And he's not very happy too after Lord Bullseye's being killed," Han Zero said in concern.
Rarity sighed, "I just hope he's okay."
"Uh. Does anypony even realize that the Icky Cook looks like Seekcurse," Phobos asked in annoyance. Everyone glared at him. He groaned, "Seriously?! No one?!"
---------------------------------------------
Han Zero and Wolverine Thrust led Twilight Sparkle and her friends to Icky Cook's house. They all found him sitting and looking down in shame, upset and disappointment. He muttered in upset about Seekcurse executed
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Seekcurse is dead."
"Icky, are you alright?" Han Zero asked.
Icky Cook groaned as he looked at Han Zero, "No, Han. I'm not okay! I wasn't trying to make him as bad guy, I'm trying to make him good guy! I warned Lord Bullseye of ginger! But I'd never thought that idiot took it whole. two days ago! And because of that, Seekcurse got himself executed! Now, I have no purpose!"
Spike groaned, "Was he like that?"
Rainbow Dash groaned, "And I thought Rarity is dramtic."
"Yeah," Applejack said in annoyance, "I think it's so unnecessary."
Rarity ignored her friends' comments as she approached and comforted Icky Cook, "Please, understand this. It's for the best that he wasn't made as part of government."
"It is very dangerous for you and others," Fluttershy said in concern.
Pinkie Pie nodded, "Yeah! We should celebrate that Seekcurse is never gonna destroy your kingdom! It's the best day ever!"
"That is not helping!" Icky Cook screamed in annoyance.
"We didn't mean to make you upset, Mr. Icky!" Nyx pleaded in concern.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I know you're not happy but this is for the good of your home and friends. Didn't you think of that?"
"She's right. This is for the best that Seekcurse doesn't exist," Ben Valorheart added.
Han Zero nodded, "I have to agree with them about this."
Icky Cook sighed, "I guess you're right."
"Emperor's Messenger has arrived!" The announcer called.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends turned to three eunuchs approaching to them. They all bowed down to the eunuchs.
"By the Emperor's decree," The Eunuch Messenger exclaimed firmly, "Eunuch Icky Cook, your service to the empire has the right to earn the Emperor's favorite and satisfaction, and henceforth, you are to be promoted at once! Not only that, you also will gain the new name. According to your beckground, you came from the south kingdom - Serpenterra Kingdom. It means the sly yet loyal servant to its kingdom at end and bring poisonous death to the traitors and deserters - Seekcurse!"
Everyone gasped in shock and concern of what they just heard, and even Icky Cook himself. They all looked at him. They couldn't believe in their own eyes.
"HA! I told you!" Phobos exclaimed in concern.
Nyx gulped, "For the first time, you're really right about this..."
"I don't believe it..." Rarity said in concern, "He was right in front of us from the start!"
"No way..." Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie said in shock.
"Lord Seekcurse, please accept the Imperial Edict," The Eunuch Messenger said calmly. Icky Cook or Seekcurse yelped as he quickly get up and took the edict. He smiled, "Congratulation, Lord Seekcurse. The Emperor appreciated both your efforts and service. And please, use this name from now on."
Seekcurse sighed happily, "I understand. Thank you..."
Eunuch Messenger smiled and nodded as he and his guards turned and left the area at once. Seekcurse squealed and laughed happily as he looked through his edict. Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero were stunned and shocked of it.
"This isn't good," Fluttershy said in concern and worry.
Spike gulped in concern, "What are we gonna do now? The future is gonna be the same."
Ben Valorheart nodded, "I don't know. But he's Han's best friend. We can't attack him. It's not good and unfair."
"Equestria, we have the problem..." Twilight Sparkle said in concern and worry.
---------------------------------------------
At the night time, Icky Cook or now known as Seekcurse invited his friends to celebrate his promotion of being Head of Eunuchs. Seekcurse happily eating his food and drinking wine. Han Zero and Wolverine Thrust reluctantly joined his party. Twilight Sparkle and her friends remained silent.
"Hoo boy, this doesn't look good." Rainbow mumbles in concern to her friends.
"I know. I cannot believe what we're seeing." Ben mumbles, nodding in agreement.
"Makes me glad Starlight isn't here to see this." Twilight sighs, relieved that her student is nowhere here at the moment to see the one who once tried to kill her and destroy time here now.
Seekcurse clears his throat as he spoke, "My friends! Please! Enjoy the feast and drinks! It's the perfect celebration of me being the Head of Eunuchs! Not only that, I was and am Seekcurse! Isn't it amazing?!"
Han Zero hummed in concern, "Seekcurse, aren't you worry? Don't you remember the warning Twilight Sparkle and her friends gave us?"
Wolverine Thrust nodded as he explains, "If you truly are the one who will bring the downfall to our kingdoms, Qin will be destroyed."
"Huh? Oh, gimme a break! Just because I became Seekcurse, doesn't mean I'm the bad guy." Seekcurse protests, insisting otherwise. "You're not gonna hurt me. After all, we're all friends. Come, drink! Drink till we're drunk!"
Seekcurse squealed happily as he continued drinking his wine, along with Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero. Twilight Sparkle and her friends remained silent while watching three ponies continued drinking their wines nonstop. And at the same time, he muttered and mumbled about getting more power and taking revenge.
As Seekcurse demanded for drink while pouring a wine into Han's cup, the general screamed in anger as he pushed the eunuch off.
"Han! Stop!" Wolverine Thrust screams out in alarm.
"No drinks! I've had enough of it! Why can't you open your eyes?!" Han demands sternly to Seekcurse, much to his confusion.
"What do you mean?!" Seekcurse demands more than he asked. What are his friends on about?
"You know what I'm talking about! This isn't about getting power or better position! This is about our kingdom! And it's about you! They prophesied that you will destroy our emperor, kingdom and all of the effort we have put through! Ponies will suffered another war! But all you can think about is power and climbing to the top of pyramid!"
"Han? What are you-?"
"Han, that's enough!" Wolverine Thrust exclaims to Han Zero in concern.
Han Zero hissed in anger, "Do you have any idea of what I'm gonna lose?" Seekcurse looks dumbfounded, he still got no idea! "I'm gonna lose my best friend into becoming Seekcurse! A monster destined to destroy the kingdom - our home!"
"Well, someone here got it." Applejack said, shaking her head with a sigh.
"Indeed, if we can stop one nasty event..." Rarity remarks with a slow nod. If they could stop Seekcurse from rising....
Seekcurse remained silent while looking at Han Zero and Wolverine Thrust. He spoke up quietly, "Our home? What has they done for me?! What they did when I asked for help?! They bullied me, tortured me, insulted me and the worse they did to me - they tried to kill me!"
"What?!" Most of the present ones exclaims in surprise and confusion.
"Is he serious?" Phobos ask dumbstruck.
Seekcurse doesn't seem to hear the others as he gave out his explanation, "If not for you or Lord Bullseye, I wouldn't have made this far. Since I became a eunuch, I worked very hard and intelligently to climb up the pyramid, step-by-step. I promised myself that I will reach the top and became the most powerful and important figure among the Emperor's government! And now I am! I AM SEEKCURSE - the Emperor's trusted and favorite eunuch!"
"Aww, how sad." Fluttershy said with a slow nod.
"Wow, we may be a bit wrong about him." Pinkie said in concern.
"Yeah, right!" Rainbow remarks with a scoff. "More like a dumb excuse."
Twilight Sparkle and Ben nodded, giving suspicious glares at Seekcurse. They find that so-called excuse to be....suspicious.
Seekcurse sobbed tearfully, "I've reach the top. I've finally fulfill my dreams! I've finally did it. I will never ever let anyone bully me again..."
Han Zero sighed, feeling bad for what he said, "I'm sorry. Really. I understand what you've been through."
"But becoming Seekcurse is not helping you to become a better pony but a monster. Are you willing to go through it?" Wolverine Thrust ask his friends seriously. Will he go through that mess just to become a monster?
Seekcurse sternly spoke, "Yes, I am. But are you gonna stand in my way for revenge?"
"You know we have to. To prevent the prophecy, you must be stopped from doing wrong things!" Han Zero said seriously. If he and Wolverine Thrust must go against Seekcurse from destroying the dynasty, then so be it.
"I agreed. We can't let you do this. I'm sorry." Wolverine Thrust said in agreement. He hates to do this, but what other choice must be made?
"Then, I'm sorry to hear it. But I'm gonna do what is right for the kingdom. I will not become a monster as the Westerners prophesied about me." Seekcurse said in dismissal. The newcomers looks at him in disbelief. Is he serious?
"I hope you're right, my old friend." Han Zero said with a nod. Hopefully Seekcurse can be stopped before he can destroy everything.
"Not what my senses told me." Pinkie mumbles, shaking a bit.
"And I thought Chrysalis imprisoning us was anti-climatic," Twilight said grimly to her friends, recalling what happened during the incident when Starlight and her group saved everyone from Chrysalis.
-----------------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends arrived at the guest's room. They were all upset and concern of what has happen especially learning the darkest truth about Icky Cook was really Seekcurse.
"I cannot believe this. This must be...the....worst...possible...thing ever!" Rarity groans, feeling like fainting but Applejack caught her in time.
"Whoa, no need to faint here." Applejack said seriously to her friend.
"Does that narrator knew about this?" Ben ask in concern, suspecting that the narrator knew about this.
Twilight Sparkle looks up as she angrily demands, "Narrator! Did you know about this?! If you do, then why didn't you tell us about it?!"
"Yeah, let us in, voice in the sky!" Pinkie exclaims. The others make the same similar demands to the narrator.
"If I were to tell you the truth, the allies you have met in the present and future will never be there again. Without them, would you all able to learn anything or even solve their friendship problem especially the foundation of Dragon Strike Force."
"Well, yes, he does have a point...even if that point is a bit mean." Fluttershy sighs a bit.
"But even so, couldn't you let us in on it sooner?" Rainbow demands impatiently to the narrator.
"Right, give us a chance to make some counter measures." Spike remarks in agreement, crossing his arms while frowning.
"Forgive me for not telling you the truth, my friends. As the Narrator, I'm not allow you anything as the story and history unfold itself. Whether you like it or not, this is history. And you cannot change of what happen before, it happens now. I warned you before."
Spike sighed, "I guess he's right about that."
"Right, like it or no, we can't do anything about it." Rarity sighs, twirling her mane a bit.
"Looks like we may have to let it pass." Twilight groans in sadness. It's insane that all of this will happen and the heroes can't do a thing to stop it!
"What's next? Are Han and Seekcurse friends?" Nyx ask the narrator, wondering if she would like the answer. And she doesn't.
"As time passes, their friendship slowly turned into dust. And now the rise of your enemy..."
-------------------
"Seekcurse, formerly known as Icky Cook, has accepted his new destiny - Head of all Eunuchs and the Emperor's trust and favorite. With all eunuchs, spies and bounty hunters under his command, he to plot his personal gains and hatred revenge."
Seekcurse gathered eunuchs, bounty hunters and spies in his office. He ordered them in dealing with his torturers and tormentors from past at once. With the word given, they headed off and deal with his bullies - some slaves and soldiers who bullied him before.
"Through deception and manipulation on the government and the peasants, he has gained more power, trusts and favoritism from the emperor and government but the military officers especially Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero." 
Seekcurse fooled the Emperor and ministers in believing and trusting him of what he did was right for the kingdom - collecting more taxes from the eunuchs and dealing with some rebels. The military officers remained firm and vigilante of Seekcurse's tricks and deception.
"Due to warned by the westerners' prophecy, they remained vigilante and alerted of the eunuch's tricks. This forced Seekcurse to take an extreme measure in dealing with competition and threats before he could gain more power."
Received the news about military officers and their attempt, Seekcurse groaned in anger as he has no choice but to get rid of his competition before they could become a problem to him.
-----------------------
Seekcurse arrived at the Prime Minister's Office, where he found Excel Con was writing down on documentaries and administration scrolls.
"Hello, Prime Minister." Seekcurse spoke, getting Excel Con's attention.
"Oh! Seekcurse. What brings you here, my friend?" Excel Con ask his old friend curiously. What brings Seekcurse up here?
"Nothing much. Just here to talk with my friend. We need to talk about the problem."
"Really? What would that be?"
"We need to deal with the military officers." Seekcurse said seriously. This concerns Excel Con. Does Seekcurse have any problems?
"Oh? What of it?" Excel Con ask Seekcurse seriously.
"They're interfering my plans to protect the kingdom! And they must be dealt with before they could cause damages so much. Have they not realize that violence will never solve the problem?"
"True. But the Emperor and Crown Prince trusted them more than us, I'm afraid."
Seekcurse smirked as he continues, "Maybe. But not if we diminish his first son first, as well as demoting all the loyal generals to the Emperor."
"Hmm... How do you propose of this?" Excel Con ask curiously. Does Seekcurse have any ideas on how to do this task at hoof?
"First thing first, we need an heir that will agree to our plans and ideas. And his name is Spoiled Runt."
"I don't know. That boy barely put any effort."
"That's the whole point. With him under our command, he will listen to us more than military officers. This will help us gain more power and influence on government and kingdom. Why? No one is not even close to him." Seekcurse said with a secret cruel chuckle. The colt Spoiled Runt will be the perfect puppet for him to control. And no pony will ever realize it until it's too late.
Excel Con scratches his chin with a hoof. He spoke up, "Intriguing idea, eunuch. But I wasn't sure if it's work or not. The Emperor is expecting his sons to live up to him. And we both know that Spoiled Runt is incapable of it."
"Don't worry. I've got this."
---------------------------------------------
In the Emperor's Quarter Room, Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed calmly as he was reading his administration scrolls while muttered in annoyance about the problem. Seekcurse entered the scene as he bowed in respect.
"All Hail to the Emperor," Seekcurse greeted.
Emperor Qin Wang Di looked up, "Oh, Seekcurse. It's just you. What brings you here?"
"Permission to speak of my mind and propose the idea, your majesty!"
"Very well, proceed. What concerns you, Seekcurse?"
"What is your point-of-view on Spoiled Runt?"
"Grr... Hopeless, useless and pathetic brat with no ambition or desire at all. I have no plan to make him as my heir if he does not take his studies serious enough. Let alone to have him handle the states affair."
"I see. What of Crown Prince Shine and Mild Goody? He seems... fitful to be ruler?"
"True. But I don't always agree with his methods especially changing our ways of strict and firm authority into compassionate ways. I find it... pathetic. It's the symbol of weakness. And I despise it a lot. And for Mild, he's still too young to rule the Land of Ma."
"Yes. This is not the way of Qin Dynasty. He's not fit to rule it."
"But he is my son and heir to the throne. And the law said that the eldest and oldest one must be the one to inherit it. I cannot ignore it."
"True. But what if..." Seekcurse hummed calmly and happily as he whispered to Emperor Qin Wang Di, "What if we test the abilities of Shine and Spoiled Runt to see who is fit to become your heir? I believe it's perfect, my dear lord."
Emperor Qin Wang Di turned and glared at Seekcurse, "I don't know. It sounds like a waste of time and effort."
"Would you rather have your son to rule the land with weakness?"
"Hmm... You've made the point. Very well, Seekcurse. If Spoiled Runt did something better, I would like to see it for myself. Can you handle it?"
Seekcurse smirked, "Yes, I can. Excel Con also support it."
Emperor Qin Wang Di sighed, "Very well. When can you start this?"
"Now..."
---------------------------------------------
On the next day...
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were walking across the Imperial City of Ma Lou Yang. They were all chatting in concern with each other about Seekcurse's latest scheme and his alliance with Excel Con. They grew in concern and worry as they need to stop and prevent Seekcurse from rising and gaining more power and influence.
"I know we shouldn't interfere the history," Ben Valorheart said in concern and worry, "But we can't let Seekcurse live until he arrived in our future. He could do more damages..."
Rainbow Dash hummed in concern, "I'm with Ben. I'd say we deal with him at once."
"I for once agree with you both." Rarity sighed in concern.
Fluttershy hissed, "But wouldn't that put our future in danger especially our Mystic friends?"
"As much as I want to pick a fight with Seekcurse," Applejack said in concern, "I have to agree with Fluttershy about this."
"This is so unfair!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed in upset, "There's gotta be a way for us to deal with this mess especially stopping Seekcurse becoming our future's problem!"
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I wish I knew. I wish I knew, everypony. All we can do is watch and make sure that everything has to be exactly what history has recalled."
"I hate it." Nyx said in upset.
Spike sighed, "Me too, Nyx. Me too."
Phobos gasped, "Look, something bad is happening!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked up as they found some riots at Prince Shine's Resident. They all gasped in shock and worry as they ran towards it and checked on the situation. They found Noble Guild, Cruez and some of military officers and ministers were fighting and arguing with each other. Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger were calming the situation down at once.
Prince Shine, Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero entered the scene from east while Prince Spoiled Runt, Excel Con and Seekcurse arrived from the west. They were all in shock and concern of the scene.
"That's enough!" Wolverine Thrust exclaimed in anger. The ponies stopped their riot at once as they turned and looked at him. He demanded, "What is the meaning of this?!"
Excel Con nodded calmly and firmly, "Indeed. Why do you fight among yourselves?!"
Noble Guild groaned as he turned and glared at Cruez, "General! Cruez betrayed us! He chose those unworthy ministers especially that ungrateful and worthless spoiled brat!"
"You're the one who talks!" Cruez scoffed in annoyance as he pushed the Griffon, "At least, I don't have to work for the sake of peasants! They're nothing but rats, slaves and fresh meats for the kingdom! All I want is riches and mares for me! This side is perfect!"
"Vile mutt! You dare insulted the nobility?!"
"Yeah! Got pride in it? And you're willing doing this for peasants?! Puh-lease! You want riches than others!"
"That maybe true! But I put my honor and loyalty first before selfish desires like you! At least, I have a pride in it! You scoundrel sly mutt!"
"Weakling chicken wings!"
"Big fat doggie!"
"Runaway chicken!"
Noble Guild groaned, "I will not stand and let you insults my name for longer!"
"Bring it on, chicken!" Cruez exclaimed in anger.
Noble Guild and Cruez screamed in anger as they charged in and jumped on each other. They both punched on each other fiercely and wildly. Military Officers and Ministers quickly get in as they struggled pulling Noble Guild and Cruez back at once.
"That is enough! Both of you!" Wolverine Thrust exclaimed in anger as he glared at Noble Guild and Cruez, "There is no point to fighting! If anypony wants to leave Shine's cause, he may! But we do not fight among ourselves! We are the ponies of Ma, not enemies! Do not forget that! Understand?!"
Excel Con nodded in agreement, "The General is correct. We are improving the kingdom, not creating another chaos! So, if I were you, stop this madness and return to your post now!"
Noble Guild and Cruez huffed in annoyance as they turned and walked away. The Noble Griffon returned to Prince Shine's resident while the fat Diamond Dog headed towards Prince Spoiled Runt's side.
With the argument has been settled, Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero turned and glared at Excel Con and Seekcurse. Both Prince Shine and Prince Spoiled Runt remained silent in watching the event.
"You purposely did it," Han Zero snarled in anger. Seekcurse remained silent while pretended to be dumbfounded. He groaned, "You wanna get ride of Prince Shine and his cause, so no one can interfere your plans, isn't it?"
Seekcurse hummed, "Now why would I do that?"
"You won't get away with this, Seekcurse. You know I'm still gonna stop you from this!"
"Fool! I'm trying to improve the kingdom! Kindness and compassionate aren't going to make things better. It only weaken our home! And we cannot accept it!"
"You're wrong! It gives us strength and hope! We will end the chaos without using brutal force or bribery! And what you're doing is increase your power and influence, not for the kingdom! I can assure you of that, Seekcurse!"
"Is that so? Nopony cares about it. It's everypony for themselves. You should know that, old friend."
"I don't think so," Han Zero snarled, "And I'm gonna make sure you won't succeed it."
Seekcurse smirked, "We'll see about that. And I'm gonna win it for Prince Spoiled Runt."
Wolverine Thrust glared at Excel Con, "I thought you're smarter than this, Excel Con. Perhaps, you're even more foolish than I realized!"
"Maybe. But I trust Seekcurse's judgment and choice," Excel Con said calmly, "You and I know this cause is not fit for the kingdom."
"Perhaps. But I'm willing to try it for the ponies. Sacrificing innocent ponies will not be tolerated."
"And didn't you abandon them once?"
"I did. But Prince Shine and Virtue Dragon change my mind to make a better world for our home. You can bet on it, Prime Minister."
"We shall see, Grand General."
Prince Shine hummed as he glared at Prince Spoiled Runt, "I thought you're not interested in politics, little brother."
"I'm not," Spoiled Runt admitted, "But if this is the only to get my father off from my back. And getting his approval and proud of me. I will be please to do it."
"You won't have the chance against me and my cause."
"Think again. Father doesn't like it."
"He will! And I'm gonna prove it."
"May the prince win, right?"
Prince Shine nodded firmly, "Yes."
"Good enough for me too, big brother," Prince Spoiled Runt.
Prince Shine and his supporters glared at Prince Spoiled Runt and his, who glared back at them. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked worry and concern of it.
"Once the friends turned into enemies. And the Battle of the Heritage is about to begin..."
"This is about to get ugly, right?" Phobos asked in concern.
Nyx gulped, "Yeah, it is..."
To be Continued...
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		Chapter 5: Battle of the Heritage



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 5: Battle of the Heritage

Twilight Sparkle and her friends watched and witnessed both military and ministers glaring at each other. Prince Shin remained firm and stern, with both Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero stood by his sides. Prince Spoiled Runt was annoyed and bored as both Excel Con and Seekcurse looked firmly and serious.
"The Battle of Heritage..." Narrator narrated, "Prince Shine and Prince Spoiled Runt were in the heated battle for inheriting the throne. The Military sides with the eldest while the ministers supports the youngest. Both of them determined to earn both love and approval from their father to become his heir and successor."
At the Imperial Court, the Emperor awaited for some results from his sons. Prince Shine and his military officers made donation and charity to the villages, towns and states across the Land of Ma. Prince Spoiled Runt and his ministers make some laws for controlling and governing the kingdom through fear and iron hoof. This make him uneasy and concern to decide and choose which son is worthy to inherit his throne.
"Prince Shine worked on charity and donation through compassion and generosity to the kingdom. Both Prime Minister Excel Con and Head Seekcurse of Eunuch helped Prince Spoiled Runt in enforcing the laws and governing on kingdom through fear and iron hoof. They make some results, but the Emperor has yet to make his decision..."
The Ma Soldier arrived and make some reports to the Emperor. This shocked him and his councils - another rebellion on Land of Ma's West - Dragon Dessert. Everyone turned and glared at Cruez. Excel Con, Seekcurse and their minister supporters were annoyed and angered by his action as they have no chance to gain their Emperor's favor on Prince Spoiled Runt.
The Emperor ordered Captain Cruez to leave and clean his mess at once.
"However, word from Dragon Desert reached to the Imperial Court - the rebellion has ignited led by General Constantine and General Fire Storm. This land was under the control of Captain Cruez, who was also supporter of Prince Spoiled Runt. Because of his greed and arrogance, both generals from Dragon Desert rebelled against him and the Qin Dynasty. Therefore, Cruez was sent off to clean his messes."
A week later, the scout reported to the Emperor of situation. This annoyed and angered the Emperor and even the ministers. Prince Shine suggested that the Tiger Clan to assist and help Cruez out. Though grudge against Cruez for abandoning his vow to Prince Shine, they're reluctant yet willing to accept it.
The Emperor approved it as the Tiger Clan set off to Dragon Desert in reinforcing and supporting Cruez against the rebellion from General Constantine and General Fire Storm.
"Three days later, words has reached the court again that Cruez was unable to overcome the rebellion as both of his resources and troops are taking heavy causalities. Prince Shine suggest that Tiger Clan was to sent and assist Cruez in handling the matters. The military were reluctant but willing to accept the order. And therefore, the Emperor approved the idea."
Three days, the Tiger Clan traveled to the west - Dragon Desert in helping and assisting Cruez against the rebellion.
"The Tiger Clan were on the march to reinforce Cruez against the Dragon Riders Rebellion..."
---------------------------------------------
At Dragon Dessert, the Tiger Clan have arrived and entered the camping site of Cruez and his army of Diamond Dog. They then approached the Diamond Dog Captain at his main camp. Cruez grumbled and mumbled angrily about dealing with the rebels and his latest failures. Claw Tiger and Anchor approached to Cruez from behind. Both of them bowed down in respect.
"Lord Cruez," Claw Tiger called. Cruez turned and glared at him. He continued, "We are yours to command."
"You're late! My army is exhausted because of you!" Cruez exclaimed in anger before snarled like a dog, "How are we supposed to win a war like this? That's it! You're leading the charge in the next battle!"
Anchor growled angrily as he was about to defy but Claw Tiger held his general and nodded firmly. Cruez waved and gestured the Tiger Warriors leave at once. Both of them nodded as they stood up and walked towards their allies now.
"Why I ought to give that fatso a piece of my bulky mind!" Anchor snarled in anger.
Claw Tiger sighed, "Forget it, Anchor. We're here to assist him and end the rebellion. Nothing else."
"If you asked me, he's the one who makes a big mess in the first place," Rainbow Dash exclaimed angrily, "Why should we help that fat doggie?"
Rarity nodded, "I agreed. He caused the rebellion in the first place. Therefore, he should have taken his responsible!"
"There's something we agreed," Tigress said in agreement. She groaned angrily as she glared at Cruez chatted with his minions, "Who the heck does he think he is? Walking around with his arrogance."
"Yeah. And not to mention, he's a meanie," Pinkie Pie snarled angrily.
"Forget it, my friends. We have more important things to worry," Courage Tiger said in concern as he looked at the map, "We have to deal with our enemies. It is said that ponies of Dragon Desert are proficient with wild dragons. If our enemies is to be mounted on cavalry, we could be in trouble."
"Riding the dragons? That sounds fun!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed happily.
Rainbow Dash groaned in annoyance, "Really, Pinkie? You know we are dealing with another set of bad guys, remember?"
"I know. But I wanna ride one on my own!"
"Geez. When she's ever gonna get serious?"
"Well, I don't care who the enemy is," Brave Tiger said firmly and confidently, "Just let me out there, so I can smash some heads!"
Courage Tiger smiled in amusement, "That's my brother. I can always count on you."
"What are you doing?!" Cruez shouted angrily. Everyone turned and glared at him. He groaned, "Get out of there and start fighting!"
"I swear if I heard from this uncouth doggue again, I would like to give Diamond Dog a piece of my mind," Rarity said angrily. She turned and looked at Anchor, "No offense. You're much a nicer Anchor."
Anchor smiled, "None taken. I know the feeling."
"Lord Brave Tiger, I apologize for the behavior of my lord." The voice said calmly. Everyone turned to their back again. They found an armored golden-orange mixed scarred Griffon approaching them. He bowed in respect, "Please, will you help us?"
"And you are?" Brave Tiger asked.
"Apollo Python, Lieutenant of Imperial Diamond Dogs," Apollo Python saluted firmly.
"A griffon works for Diamond Dogs? That is so wrong," Rainbow Dash commented.
Tigress nodded calmly, "Tell me about it."
Brave Tiger turned to Claw Tiger, "Father! Everything that swine dog has says nothing but lies! He just doesn't want to lose his own troops! Therefore, there's no way we're getting any of glory. I can't stand to fight alongside that guy!"
Everyone remained silent and concern. They knew Brave Tiger was right about it. They don't like working with Cruez especially the mess he makes at Dragon Dessert.
"My son, take that anger and channel it towards the rebels," Claw Tiger said firmly and sternly, "Our only concern is put a stop to the rebellion. If we do so, then it also cause Cruez to lose face especially to both Excel Con and Seekcurse."
"Therefore, the Emperor will put Prince Shine as his successor and heir," Courage Tiger concluded firmly, "After all, Cruez did make the mess in the first place."
Tigress giggled a bit, "Cruez's gonna regret the decision he makes."
Brave Tiger smiled, "I see. Okay, then. Let's do it!"
"Lord Brave Tiger and Claw Tiger, allow me to join the fight," Apollo Python asked firmly, "It's the least I can do for making up the mess Cruez has make."
Claw Tiger smiled, "Welcome to the fight, Apollo. Don't fall behind."
Apollo Python nodded, "Yes, sir."
Claw Tiger and his army of Tiger Clan unsheathed and armed with their weapons as they're ready to charge into the battlefield.
"To battle!"
The Tiger Clan cheered wildly and firmly. Main Camp's gate opened in two. The Tiger Clan charged to the battlefield. The ponies worn their darker green armor mounting hundreds of wild dragons, waiting and readying to fight.
Pinkie Pie gasped, "Dragon Riders!"
Rainbow Dash and Brave Tiger smirked proudly, "Bring it on!"
"Sir, Imperial Forces incoming!" The Rider exclaimed in concern.
Lieutenant scoffed in annoyance, "So, they think charging at us was a good idea? Let's show them why we're called Dragon Riders of Dragon Desert! To battle! For our clan!"
Dragon Riders cheered wildly and proudly as they all charged into the battlefield at once.
Both Qin Imperial Force and Dragon Rider Rebels charged and rammed at each other hard. Brave Tiger charged in as he thrust his Tonfa while kicking them off hard. Apollo Python stayed close to the young lord as he swung his serpent forked spear-like at his enemies hard. Rainbow Dash flew in sky as she punched and kicked the riders off from their. Pinkie Pie fired her Party Canon in knocking the enemies off. Courage Tiger and Tigress stayed close to each other as they swung their blades at the enemies.
While running and charging by ground, Claw Tiger cut his enemies down. Anchor and his vanguards stayed close to him as they used their shields in blocking and deflecting the hail of arrows from the enemies.
Rarity hummed in concern as she stared at the battlefield from the cliff. She wondered if there was a way to end the fight. She gasped as she has an idea...
---------------------------------------------
At the rebel's main campsite, two generals were chatting with each other as they were making some plans. The scout arrived and made some reports to them. They were surprised as they turned and looked at him. The scout nodded in confirmation.
General Constantine the yellow Earth Pony worn silver armor and General Fire Storm the black Pegasus with crimson and yellowish flame manestyle-like worn the battle armor, marched out from their camps at once.
"To think the Imperial Force make this far," General Constantine remarked in surprise, "I was certain that Cruez would have been defeated by now ever since he stayed behind the camps."
General Fire Storm scoffed, "If I have to guess, someone has to clean his messes. And it looks like we have to deal with it now."
"Then, let us handle it, father," The firm voice called.
General Constantine and General Fire Storm turned to their back. They found the yellowish dragon armored white Pegasus, his cutie mark is pony riding dragon icon, and middle aged black Pegasus with small mustache worn the demonic armor and his cutie mark is demon symbol with coffin have entered the scene.
"Ah, my son and General Decker Reaper," General Fire Storm said in surprise, "You all have come."
Justice Tackle bowed down in respect, "Father. I am here to help."
Decker Reaper nodded, "As do I, my liege."
General Fire Storm smiled, "I'm glad to hear it. Are you prepare for the fight?"
"Yes, sir." Justice Tackle and Decker Reaper exclaimed firmly.
"Show the enemies the pride and soul of Dragon Riders!" General Fire Storm said firmly.
General Constantine nodded firmly, "Master Tackle, we're entrusting the future of Dragon Desert to you, should any of us perish."
"I won't disappoint you, father and Constantine," Justice Tackle said firmly, "I shall use my spear to clear a path." His father nodded in approval. He turned to Decker Reaper, "Decker, let us go!"
Decker Reaper nodded, "At once!"
Justice Tackle mounted on their Dragon Rides as they trotted off at once. Both General Fire Storm and General Constantine watched two warriors headed off to the battlefield.
Suddenly, they heard some rustle bushes. Both generals armed with their weapons and demanded identity of the intruder. The pony emerged from it while approaching them. They were surprised and shocked of it.
"A mare?" General Constantine asked in shock.
General Fire Storm hummed, "What is the meaning of this?"
"Just to have some chitchat about the problem, if you're so kind." Rarity answered. It surprised the generals. She smiled, "Now, let's work on the problem, shall we?"
---------------------------------------------
Tiger Clan continued battling with the Dragon Riders fiercely and ferociously. Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie were helping their friends out as much as possible. They heard some roar noise. They all stopped and turned to the hill. They all saw the arrival of Justice Tackle and Decker Reaper riding their rides down on the hill's slope.
Justice Tackle and Decker Reaper stood still and firm as they glared at their enemies. Brave Tiger turned and looked at the arrivals.
"Wow... Justice Tackle here?" Pinkie Pie asked in surprise, "I thought he works for Virtue Dragon!"
Rainbow Dash groaned in annoyance, "Pinkie Pie, that's present. This is past! Meaning he doesn't know about our friend or us yet! Got it?"
"Got it." Pinkie Pie said happily.
"I am Justice Tackle," Justice Tackle announced firmly, "Who here wishes to challenge me?"
Decker Reaper snorted firmly as he held the mace tightly, "I am Decker Reaper. Come and meet your end!"
Brave Tiger snickered, "Over here! I'll take you on!"
"Lord Brave Tiger, be careful." Apollo Python said cautiously, "I heard Justice Tackle is good in his riding and almost win every duel."
Brave Tiger smirked, "First time for him to lose to me."
"Overconfident, aren't you?" Justice Tackle asked in amusement, "Then, come! Know the terror of Justice Tackle in battle!"
Decker Reaper snorted, "Prepare yourself!"
Brave Tiger smirked as he armed and readied with his tonfa. Apollo Python readied his spear as well. Both Justice Tackle and Decker Reaper steadied their dragon rides. Their own soldiers stopped as they gathered and surrounded the warriors as they're witnessing the duel. The soldiers cheered and cried out for their generals to win the duel.
Justice Tackle cried as he charged straight at Brave Tiger, who stood still and ready to strike. As the dragon rider was about to ram at the tiger warrior, Brave Tiger jumped and hovered over Justice Tackle on the back. And just before Brave Tiger could do anything, Justice Tackle thrust his spear's rear in striking at the former back out. The tiger warrior held the spear tightly, making the dragon rider to swing and thrown him off. Instead, Brave Tiger held tightly before pulling Justice Tackle out from his ride. Justice Tackle landed on the ground while turned to the front. Brave Tiger charged and slammed his tonfa at Justice Tackle, who blocked it for the moment. They both began swinging weapons at each other fiercely and firmly.
Apollo Python and Decker Reaper armed with their weapons as they're ready to strike. They both charged in at once as they both swung their poled weapons at each other fiercely while dodging the attacks for few swings. As Decker Reaper swung his mace by top, but it was grabbed as Apollo Python thrust his spear at the former, who quickly grabbed and held it tightly. They both gave battle cry as they tried push each other off.
The soldiers continued cheering and calling out for their generals to win the duel. Both Courage Tiger and Tigress cheered for Brave Tiger and Apollo Python. Claw Tiger watched the battlefield carefully, along with Anchor.
"What do you think about Apollo?" Claw Tiger asked in amusement. 
Anchor smirked, "I'd say he's good, very good on fighting and cautious to look after our young master. It's a shame that he works for Cruez."
"Agreed. Unless..."
"We convince him. After all, Apollo Python deserved something better than working with the swine."
"Yes. Definitely, you're right. After this battle, we'll talk with him."
And just before Anchor could say anything, he spotted something shock him. His reaction was noticed by Claw Tiger. The Tiger Warrior was about to ask, but the humanoid bulldog jumped and held his master down to the ground hard.
"EVERYONE, Take cover now!"
Everyone stopped their battles as they looked up and found the hail of thousand arrows raining down on them.
"Oh no..." Courage Tiger said in shock.
"Please, tell me this is a nightmare," Tigress asked in concern.
"Shoot..." Rainbow Dash cursed in shock.
Pinkie Pie screamed, "DUCK!"
The soldiers screamed and panicked as they quickly ran and take cover from the attacks. Though most managed to avoid the attacks by hiding and using shields, but a few were injured and killed. 
Anchor groaned, "Damn it! Cruez sent the hails of arrows on us!" 
"What the hell is he thinking?!" Claw Tiger demanded in annoyance, "When this is over, I'm gonna have a damn words with him!"
Justice Tackle got shot by his shoulder while Decker Reaper got his back shot. Brave Tiger quickly helped and dragged Justice Tackle to the giant boulder while Apollo Python carried Decker Reaper to the nearby cave. They all braced the attacks.
"You-You saved me?" Justice Tackle asked in shock.
Brave Tiger sighed, "Yeah. Shock, right? But I hate to see my enemy get killed when the duel isn't even over."
Justice Tackle scoffed, "That's something we agree about. I can't wait..."
As the last wave of arrows finally landed and struck on the ground, the soldiers sighed in relief as they emerged from the ground. And just before they could do anything, they heard a loud yet familiar voice speaking.
"Attention, to both Qin and Dragon Riders! The battle is over! I, General Fire Storm and General Constantine have decided to end the battle because we have come to our terms and agreement! And therefore, nopony wins!"
The soldiers looked surprise and confuse of what they just heard. They all chatted with each other about the latest event now.
"Wow... That was something..." Pinkie Pie remarked in surprise.
Rainbow Dash gave a facepalm while groaned, "What did you do now, Rarity?!"
---------------------------------------------
After the Battle of Dragon Desert ended, the Dragon Riders were brought to the court in facing their justice and consequences. 
At the Imperial Palace Court, both General Firestorm and General Constantine bowed before the Emperor, ministers and military officers. General Firestorm was the first to speak up, "Your majesty, we have offered our surrender to you. Should you require punishment, we are ready."
General Constantine nodded while speaking, "Yes, we will face whatever consequences you have for us."
Everyone in the court was chatting and talking in surprise about General Firestorm and Constantine's surrender. The emperor spoke up rather skeptically, "Tell me, generals, what makes you surrender? I thought Dragon Riders never surrender till all of your enemies are defeated."
"True. But we did because Lady Rarity provided us something interesting." General Firestorm said, bringing up a certain white unicorn in this matter.
General Constantine nodded while adding, "Indeed. It is very stranger and surprise. She shown us and our ponies her generosity, with more clothes, foods and bits."
"She said that if we surrender to you, then our ponies will get some fair share from Prince Shine."
"I actually have a hard time that a mare like her actually end the conflict." Decker Reaper comments, rolling his eyes at this. It's a miracle that someone like Rarity would pulled this off at all!
"Me too. But then again, it's better than this way." Justice Tackle said thoughtfully.
Emperor Qin Wang Di hummed in surprise, "Is this true, young lady?"
Rarity bowed as she answers, "Quite indeed, it is, your majesty."
Emperor Qin Wang Di scoffed, "Well now, I cannot argue your deed to my empire. Though I dislike showing weaknesses, but you did the right thing to end the fight with mere generosity."
"Your majesty, I assure you that being generosity is not weakness, but a strength of uniting your ponies as one. Better allow them to join you than to fight them. After all, I am a lady."
Everyone chatted in surprise and shock about Rarity's speech. Rainbow comments to her friends in amazement, "I can't believe it. Rarity stop the war? Am I dreaming about it?"
"Well, if you're talking about the dream, why not ask Princess Luna about it? I mean she did go through you dream and help you solve the problem, you know." Pinkie points out playfully to her good friend.
"Pinkie Pie, you're so random."
Emperor Qin Wang Di nodded as he speaks, "Well, my son, you did well. Your Tiger Clan fought well. They're truly mighty warriors. Perhaps, I underestimated your ideas. You may one day become my heir."
Claw Tiger and his clan bowed down in respect. Claw Tiger spoke out wisely, "The Tiger Clan lived to serve you, your majesty. We will fight to our death!"
Prince Shine smiled and bowed. He spoke in respect to his father, "Thank you, father. I will not fail you!"
Cruez huffed at that however as he snaps, "Oh, please! Showing generous to these petty bandits and peasants? That's so foolish!" He got punched by Brave Tiger. "OW! How dare you?! Claw Tiger, teach your son some manners!"
"Actually, he did the right thing." Claw Tiger spoke to Cruez sternly. The opposing one looks shocked at this. He is supporting what his son just did?!
Brave Tiger punched Cruez's face for few times. He snaps, "That's for trying to kill, pesky pig! And you're gonna regret of what you did, bastard!"
Emperor Qin Wang Di holds up a hoof to put an end to this quickly, "Enough! Brave Tiger, I will handle him!" He glare at Cruez then continues, "Cruez, you have failed too many times especially you have caused the rebellion! I should have executed you at once!"
Cruez yelped as he bowed down, "Forgive me, please! Mercy on me! I promised you that I won't make mistakes! Promised!"
"Do not make me regret my decision!"
"Yes, my lord!"
"Useless dog." Excel Con mumbles, rolling his eyes. Seekcurse felt the same way, Cruez screwed up way too much times!
"Agreed. We need a better general and leader than he is." Seekcurse spoke seriously. The group needs someone more better than Cruez.
"I don't know. He's kinda funny dog." Prince Spoiled Runt chuckles a bit.
Seekcurse and Excel Con sighed in annoyance of their prince's comment. Why are they not surprised?
Emperor Qin Wang Di turned to General Firestorm, General Constantine and their Dragon Riders as he continues, "As much as I'm not please of it, I will give you second chance. Swear loyalty to me and the empire. Do not fail me."
"Yes, my lord!" The Dragon Riders exclaims as they saluted their emperor.
Rarity giggles. That problem has been resolved! She trotted over to her friends as she spoke playfully, "Well, that ends the problem."
"Yeah. Glad that's over." Rainbow remarks, shaking her head as she wipes some sweat off her forehead.
"That's funny. Did any of you girls see Twilight and others?" Pinkie ask, noting that some certain friends of theirs are nowhere in sight.
"Actually no, darling. Perhaps, the Narrator will take us to them." Rarity said thoughtfully. Hopefully whoever is narrating this will get them to where the missing others are at.
"Yeah. Good idea. But I can guess where they are now." Rainbow said thoughtfully. She may have an idea as to where her friends are.
-----------------------
"As the Emperor focused on his usual works, his concubines - Princess Celestia and Princess Luna often gone out to the town or states to unsure that everything is safe and secured. However, they too also visit their love-interest in secrets for days..."
As the Emperor Qin Wang Di was working and governing his land; Princess Celestia, Princess Luna and William Siblings went around the states and villages in checking and making peace with them. And at the same time, they visited Han Zero and Azure Phoenix at the Phoenix Resident for their loving affairs in secret.
"A week prior to Battle of Dragon Desert, Princess Celestia has given the birth to her second son - Wingblade. But luckily, they were at Phoenix Resident where Phoenix Family, Han Zero and Wolverine Thrust kept the secret within in safe..."
At the Phoenix Resident's dining room, Ben Valorheart, Nyx and Spike were keeping an eye on baby Strikespell and grayish-brown baby Pegasus Wingblade at their room.
Ben holds his hooves in front of his face then removes them. The future step-brother laughs, "Peek-A-Boo! I see you!"
Baby Strikespell and Wingblade giggled happily while clapping their hooves. Ben kept playing 'Peek-A-Boo' to the babies. Nyx drew a picture for babies to see, which makes them happy. Spike brought the baby bottles.
Ben fed baby Strikespell with a warm milk drink while Nyx fed baby Wingblade. The babies finished their drinks before wiped their mouths clean. Ben held and patted the babies' back gently and calmly. They both burped.
"Say excuse me, Uncle Strikespell and Uncle Wing." Nyx giggled. "You know for the babies, they're kinda cute especially Uncle Strikespell."
"Yeah. But I'm surprise that you're very nice to him after what he has done to you for a long time." Spike said, remembering what Strikespell has once done to Ben in the past.
Ben sighed while holding baby Strikespell, "True. But he's still my big brother. And I'd never harm a cutie little baby like him." Baby Strikespell burped while spitted dirty slime out on his chest. "Eew. That is so gross!"
Spike scoffed in amusement, "You'd think that's worse? Try Twilight's way. She complained about me spitting fire on her mane."
Baby Strikespell cuddled happily and gently on Ben's chest, making him blush.
Nyx giggled at that, "You know there's irony about it. He being older than you, but now you're older than him. I guess you two are connected."
"Oh really? That's a bit funny when he try to hurt me because I've got Iris Crystal's eyes." Ben remarks, recalling how the two used to act. "But now, we're getting well."
"That happens for a long time, right?" Phobos ask Ben in amusement.
"Well, you and him get along well. I just hope that in the future, you and him are close as me and Twilight." Spike said with a smile. After all that happened, maybe the two brothers had truly resolved their differences.
"Yeah, I would like to think that." Nyx said in agreement.
Ben however just shakes his head, sighing, "Nah. I doubt that." 
It would be a cold time in Tartarus before he and Strikespell would even get THAT close.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
At the living room, Twilight Sparkle, Applejack and Fluttershy were having tea and discussion with Azure Phoenix, Wolverine Thrust, Han Zero, Royal Sisters and William Siblings.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Another crisis solved. Glad the Emperor didn't see this. That was very reckless of me to do it."
"Lord Azure, you mustn't blame yourself for this. None of us knew it would happen." Megan said calmly to Azure.
"Yes. I must thank you again, Twilight. Your quick thinking have yet saved my another son." Celestia said calmly to her future student. If the emperor would've found out about this...the thought is too terrifying to think about!
"Yes. And this time, it's at our doorstep. I hate to imagine if Excel Con or Seekcurse were at the princesses' room. We all would be in trouble." Dr. Phoenix said grimly. If any of those were to figure it out...death will not be far behind.
Twilight Sparkle smiled as she said, "It's nothing. We're just glad to help."
"Yeah. After all, we're family. We help each other no matter what it takes." Applejack said, putting a hoof arm around Twilight. Despite not being related, the two are kinda like sisters.
Princess Luna sighed, "Pity that I do not have one yet." The Goddess of the Night looked at her hooves, mumbling, "I've always dream to have one with my true love."
"I'm sorry, Luna. I want to be yours. I-!" Han Zero spoke out quickly and frantically.
Wolverine Thrust interrupts before Han could go on, "Concubine Yue, it is not wise of you and Han to do such a thing. As long as you're princess and the Emperor's concubine, you're not allow to have an affair with the generals or commoners."
Danny hissed furiously, "Dude, that is so harsh. So, not like what I imagine about fairytales."
Molly nodded as she spoke in agreement, "Yeah. She and Han are meant to be together." Even after all this time, the girls felt that the whole arranged wedding thing is despicable!
Wolverine Thrust slammed his hooves on table while screaming, "I will not let my brother lose his head for the sake of love!" Everyone looked shock and concern. He sighed, "I am sorry. You know the Emperor well by rumors and history. He will not take this kindly especially the affairs you four are having now. It's very risky and dangerous."
"I'm afraid, Chief Commander is right." Dr. Phoenix sighs, turning to Azure and Han with a serious look on his face. "Your relationship with the princesses will be at risk. It is wise that you don't see each other for a while until the heritage resolved."
Azure Phoenix nodded. He spoke up, "We have to be careful, the next time we see each other. Excel Con and Seekcurse are keeping an eye on us, hoping to expose our relationship. They possessed same power as Wolverine Thrust and Han Zero have."
"Ooh! This isn't fair. Can't you talk with the Emperor about it?" Fluttershy protests in sadness. It's a wonder if the Emperor ever wanted the princesses at all!
"Yeah. I watched a movie about Aladdin and the Princess fall in love and getting married because the Sultan allow it." Danny said in agreement, recalling how Aladdin and Jasmine fell in love in "Aladdin" and stay together because Jasmine's father agreed to change the law.
"Fluttershy's right. This will be the princesses' happy ending." Molly said with a frown. She finds it unfair how the princesses' endings have been denied!
"It's not that easy. The Emperor can be... stubborn and strict with his laws, decisions and desires. And above all, he would never let his prize go easily. Unless something surprise him, nothing can change his mind easily." Wolverine Thrust said seriously as he sighs. It's true. As long as the Emperor stays with his laws, there's nothing anypony could do!
"I can't believe it. How could you all treated ponies like slaves especially princesses called concubines?!" Applejack screams out in disgust.
"I don't understand much, but I don't like it." Molly groans out in despair.
"Yeah. Me too. And I hate someone don't let others do what they really want than just being something they hated." Danny said crossing his arms in disgust as well. This whole thing that the Emperor doing is still not right, even if it means saving Equestria from war!
"That is the Qin Dynasty's laws. We all must obey it. The Princesses knew the risks as well. They were sent here as the token for peace treaty between Ma and Equestria. It's the only way to avoid wars between East and West." Azure Phoenix explains grimly to the opposing ones. He hates the law as well but there isn't anything Azure himself could do about it.
"He does make sense about it. It would be cruel and unforgivable." Fluttershy said sadly and in surrender.
"Sometimes I hate being princess..." Luna said with a scowl while shaking her head. If only she was born later, instead of now!
Princess Celestia patted Princess Luna, speaking calmly to her sister, "Luna, I too think that. But we have no choice but to accept our role and responsibility. This is for mother, father, our family and homeland."
"Why?! Why us?! Can't Mystic Ponies vaporized the Emperor?"
"They can. But father wanted no bloodshed. He wants both mortals and immortals to live in harmony, not create conflict. If that happens, then we're no better than the Emperor."
Princess Luna sighed, knowing her sister is correct, "Make sense, I suppose..."
"Oh. I wish we could do something." Fluttershy groans out in frustration. She and her friends shouldn't allow this to continue onward! Something must be done!
"You and me both." Applejack said in agreement with her friend.
"There's nothing we can do now. We just have to make sure that Princesses survived while Seekcurse and Excel Con lose..." Twilight begins to speak in hope. Maybe hopefully, the Princesses' escape from here will occur sooner.
Anger, Navy Arrow and Armorhide entered the living room. The brown stallion brought a scroll as Anger calls out, "Cousin! Azure! Chief Commander! You need to see this!"
Wolverine Thrust took the scroll as he read it. Everyone looked at him as they wondered of what's really going on. Wolverine Thrust looks stunned as he looks up. Whatever is on the scroll, is very serious indeed!
"This can't be happening... The Emperor's condition is getting worsen. And he demanded a mausoleum for his body to be safe and secured. Not only that, he required a large numbers of army to guard it." Wolverine Thrust explains grimly to everyone.
"That wasn't bad." Fluttershy said with a shrug. She doesn't see anything wrong with that at first.
"As in sacrificing all of the best officers and troops, all must be buried underground to protect him."
"Wait, as in...burying ponies alive?!" Twilight gasped in shock and alarm.
"He can't do that!" Fluttershy exclaims in horror.
"Unfortunately, the law gives him the right to do so." Azure said grimly to everyone. If the officers and troops must be buried underground to protect their Emperor...
"He can't be serious! He needs us!" Han Zero yells out frantically. No service to the Emperor is not worth the unnecessary murders and burials!
"There's nothing I can do about it. This is the Emperor's order, not mine. We must obey for our home and our ponies." Wolverine Thrust explains grimly. He hates the order, but there's nothing one can do about it.
"These are our soldiers, comrades and brothers-in-arms! We can't sacrificed them for this! You know this is wrong!"
"You think I don't know that?! I want to save them as much as you want! But there is nothing we can do. I'm sorry. But this is over."
"No..." Han Zero said, shaking his head frantically. There has to be another way...
"I share you concern and anger of it. Believe me, I wouldn't want anything happen to mine." Azure Phoenix said grimly. He care for his men and hate to see them get killed like this.
"We can't let this happen! These soldiers have fought bravely and loyally to their emperor and home, even though they faced our father and mother before." Luna protest furiously and in defiance. "Their sacrifices must not be made!"
"I agree. We must talk with the Emperor." Celestia said in agreement. Perhaps if she and Luna could talk with the Emperor, they could find another way.
"We wish you luck for it, Celestia. It won't be easy as you think." Azure said to his love in sadness. It won't be easy trying to change the Emperor's mind on this.
"We have to try. For your soldiers." Megan said in determination.
"Yeah. We're not gonna let anything bad to them while we're here." Danny said in agreement.
"Me too!" Molly exclaims, adding in her own agreement.
Fluttershy hissed to Twilight quietly, "Twilight, is there any way we can help them?"
"Yeah. These soldiers don't deserve to be buried! The Emperor may think he needs them, but this land need them more." Applejack whispers with a nod. The Land of Ma needs all the help it can, and killing off the best officers won't help!
"I wish I knew." Twilight sighs. For once, she is stumped on what to do here.
Ben, Nyx and Spike arrived at the scene, along carrying the babies. The stallion spoke up, "Hey, what's up?" Twilight Sparkle explained the situation. He hissed, "This isn't good. We've gotta help them."
"Yeah! But how?" Nyx ask in concern. The heroes need an idea and fast!
"It's not like we can make a statue to be like the soldiers." Spike said with a sigh, shaking his head.
As if an inspiration hit her head, Twilight Sparkle turned and looked at Spike, and then Strikespell holding a stone pony statue. This made her hummed thoughtfully, "Ben, what is that Strikespell holding?"
"That? That's Terracotta Soldier. Danny and I kinda make it. I thought it be cool for my big brother to have one." Ben explains to Twilight puzzled. What is that look on his lover's face?
"That's it! Spike, Ben, you've given me the ideas. And the timing couldn't be perfect!"
"What the hay you're talking about?" Applejack ask, giving an odd look to her friend. Does Twilight have an idea?
"Applejack, remember our first duo adventure at Northern Ma?" Twilight ask Applejack eagerly, reminding her of an adventure that the two once had.
"Well, yeah. We did stop and deal with Seekcurse from awakening the Emperor and his Terracotta Soldiers. So what does-?!" Suddenly Applejack gasped. Now she understood what her friend's talking about. "I get it now! That's brilliant."
"I don't understand..." Fluttershy said puzzled, not understanding what her friends are planning here.
"You'll see. It's gonna be perfect! Gather around. I have the plan!" Twilight giggled in delight. If this plans work, then no soldier will be buried!
---------------------
At the empty Imperial Court; Emperor Qin Wang Di was waiting at his throne seat. Excel Con and Seekcurse stood besides him. They were waiting for some ponies to discuss in secrets from both ministry and military.
Wolverine Thrust, Han Zero and Azure Phoenix marched into the hall. They even brought some guests - Twilight Sparkle and her friends were dressed in ancient business suit like Flim and Flam brothers. The ponies even brought the mysterious item that is higher than anypony under black cloaks. 
"I hope you know what you're doing..." Wolverine Thrust whispered to the disguised ones. If the Emperor or anyone else were to figure out who they really are...
"Trust us. It'll be fine." Twilight whispers in confidence. It should work!
As the newcomers arrives in front of the Emperor, he groans out, "This better be good." He coughed), "I'm bit sick lately."
Seekcurse nodded as he added sternly, "Whatever you're planning, Han; his majesty have a hard time to change his mind especially the plans for future use of mausoleum."
Excel Con nodded. The villains poke up, "Yes. He is right. I hope you're not wasting our time again."
"I assure you, your highness. It would be worth of everything especially to your mausoleum protection." Han Zero said calmly to the Emperor. He secretly hopes that his friends' ideas would be approved too.
"Yes, the travelers from the west have given us more effective than what you think." Azure Phoenix said seriously.
Emperor Qin Wang Di pauses to think this over. He then spoke, "Hmm... Tell me then. What is it?!"
Twilight Sparkle cleared her throat and spoke in a male's voice, "I'd be honor, your great lordship. May I present you the most priceless and beautiful treasure you ever seen in your life."
Applejack and Fluttershy removed the cloak out. It revealed itself to be a stone of two ponies worn ancient Chinese Armors.
Emperor Qin Wang Di was in shock and surprise as the ministers and military officers of what they just saw. What is this that they're seeing here?!
"Wh-What is this?! Why are the stones carved into this pony?" Emperor Qin Wang Di demands more than he asked.
"Behold, your treasure - Terracotta Warrior!" Twilight spoke in the same male voice.
"Incredible..." Wolverine Thrust said. He is amazed by this, perhaps this plan of Twilight's can work after all!
Han Zero smirked slyly, speaking, "And you say that West got nothing for us to be surprise."
"Your majesty, I was told by your general -Azure Phoenix that you want the best of the best thousand soldiers to bury with you in mausoleum." Twilight, in the male's voice, spoke, reminding the Emperor as to what he wanted.
Emperor Qin Wang Di turned and glared at Azure Phoenix, who bowed down in respect and apology position. Applejack chose this time to speak up in a male's voice of her own, "Forgive my colleague's imprudence and curious, she's always snooping around ponies' business for making business. I appreciate that this is the best one! Doing business with the Emperor? Who wouldn't get that chance?!"
Fluttershy then spoke in a deep male's voice that is like when she was under the effect of the poison oak, "But there's the reason why we show you this. It's not very good of you to waste the soldiers to be buried. If you don't mind my making a point."
Spike chuckled as he spoke to himself quietly, "Good thing that this land got poison joke flowers for Fluttershy to use."
"Yeah. Fluttershy's voice is too soft and not deep enough to be a stallion. She will be recognized by anypony else especially Seekcurse. He's no fool from what I've been through..." Nyx said, recalling how Seekcurse truly is during the times she saw him.
"Flutterguy is back again." Phobos remarks, couldn't help but chuckling at this.
Twilight Sparkle in the same voice adds, "The point is if news leaked out to the army, the morality will be shaken and they will lose their loyalty and beliefs to you. Secondary point, if the soldiers buried, there won't be much to defend your kingdom. And finally, the soldiers' flesh will decompose quickly."
"Your mausoleum will be invaded. All of your priceless treasures will be stolen." Fluttershy in the deep male's voice explains clearly, pointing out the truth of what could come.
Applejack nodded as in her male's voice she added, "Compare to the fleshling soldiers to our stoned soldiers," She looked at the Terracotta Warrior as the disguised cowpony continues the explanation, "these guys can withstand for more than 100 years or maybe forever. Don't you think these are better suited for the job?"
"Please, reconsider, your majesty." Azure said seriously and calmly to the Emperor. He hopes for everyone's sake that he would approve.
Emperor Qin Wang Di hummed in thought, "What these Western Ponies have said is true, but can these two soldiers be enough to guard the mausoleum?"
"That will not be the problem, your majesty. With our instruction and guidance, we can crafts them." Twilight explains with confidence.
"These grave robbers and invaders won't be the only ponies to get scared, ghosts and demons will be too if the stone warriors are buried in dark underground." Applejack explains with a nod.
Han Zero nodded as he brought the wheeled tray of Terracotta Warriors Model with different faces, sizes, swords, shields, spears, pikes, bows and arrows, carriages and more. Emperor Qin Wang Di approached and looked at them in awe and surprise.
"Your majesty, these are the models that the Western have shown us. They will be the perfect army to defend your mausoleum from both the living and the death." Han Zero explains to the Emperor, he gives out a hidden smile. So far, the demonstration appears to be working.
Wolverine Thrust nodded as he spoke next, "And so, our army will continue to defend the dynasty till our death. Both outside and within of our dynasty will be safe from danger. You have nothing to worry anymore, your majesty."
"Indeed. I hope you accept our plans." Azure said as he gives a bow of respect to the Emperor.
Emperor Qin Wang Di chuckled in amusement, "Generals, you are truly magnificent especially you Westerners. I'm glad to have met you all. You truly have inspire us all."
"So, does this mean..." Wolverine Thrust begins to speak, hoping this means what he thinks it means.
"Indeed, I am, Wolverine. Terracotta Warriors are indeed priceless treasures yet formidable too. Since I assigned you already for Great Wall, which is complete; I decide that your brother and Azure Phoenix will be in-charge of this latest project. The Westerners should help as well."
Han Zero and Azure Phoenix bowed as they spoke in unison, "It would be our honor!" It worked! The Emperor approved of the whole plan! Looks like no one will be killed after all!
Emperor Qin Wang Di continues, "You not only supervise the construction of my mausoleum, but building my Terracotta Army! I not only want just the soldiers to be modeled but also generals, weapons, dragons, carriages and arsenals. The enemies shall tremble in fear before my army while I can sleep in peace, without much of doubts and worry. This will be Qin's Greatest History of Ma!"
Seekcurse hissed in anger before sighing calmly, "Your majesty is wise, especially the treasure you have obtained. They're truly magnificent." To him, he is ticked off. Those heroes have interfered in his plans!
"He is right. They're truly amazing. Your mausoleum is in safe hooves." Excel Con added, trying to hide a look on disdain under his face.
Han Zero and Azure Phoenix bowed as they exclaim, "We will obey!"
"With your permission, I would like to check on the project for making sure the progress went smoothly." Wolverine Thrust said, requesting permission to check the project to make sure all goes well.
Emperor Qin Wang Di spoke up, "Permission Granted. Yet another point earned by Shine. Indeed, Prince Shine will be my heir..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends have their own chats. The Princess of Friendship giggled, "Girls, we did it! We save the lives of thousands from danger!"
"Right, and that vermin Seekcurse has been trampled." Applejack chuckles, noticing the upset look on the villain's face. He didn't like that at all.
"Oh, I love a happy ending...to this one." Fluttershy whispered happily. "Yay."
Meanwhile, Excel Con has his own secret conversation with his allies, "This does not bode well."
"Yes, you are right. But we are not out yet.." Seekcurse mumbled furiously. If Azure and his allies think they'd succeeded, then he isn't down yet!
------------------
At Han Zero's home, Twilight Sparkle and her friends regrouped with three friends. The Princess of Friendship explained the latest development to Rarity, Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie. The trio nodded in understanding. They have to help Han Zero and Azure Phoenix in constructing the army of Terracotta Soldiers.
"Thanks to the business ponies from the west," Narrator narrated, "Millions of Qin Military Officers and Soldiers were spared from their fate. And now the Emperor has commissioned the construction of stoned statues army of Terracotta Soldiers under the supervision of Commander Han Zero and General Azure Phoenix and instruction from the business ponies."
At unknown yet secretive wasteland area, Han Zero and Azure Phoenix led both army of 700,000 workers began building and constructing Terracotta Soldiers, with the help and instruction of Twilight Sparkle and her friends. They even constructed the structure of Emperor's Mausoleum. It takes them for nine months of working on the project.
"Nine months has been passed, the construction for both projects are nearly complete. However..."
--------------------------------------------
At Prince Spoiled Runt's room; Prince Spoiled Runt was discussing with the ministers including Seekcurse, Excel Con and Cruez about the latest development and his older brother's gaining his father favors.
"This isn't getting us anywhere," Prince Spoiled Runt complained, "I'll never get some peace and quiet to have my own fun! Shine always wins! I really hate it! I can make my best bet that he's gonna make me work for the rest of my life! I hate that the most!"
Seekcurse sighed in annoyance, "Patient, my prince. We will turn the tide. I can promise you of that!"
"And how are we going to do that?" Prime Minister Excel Con asked in annoyance, "Prince Shine has accomplish many things such as having military on his side, ending the Battle of Dragon Desert earlier and even building 'Terracotta Army'!"
"And don't forget that he has the western," Cruez added in.
"Quiet, piggy!"
"Who're you calling piggy, coward?!"
"If it not of your stupidity and irresponsibility from the mess you make at Dragon Desert, we wouldn't have lost the points!"
"Those peasants need some lessons! They disrespect me! I hate it!"
"That's enough," Seekcurse exclaimed in annoyance, "We need to think, not argue. We need something to provoke them in attacking the officials for no reason or someone he has no right to claim as his."
Excel Con hummed thoughtfully, "If I'm not mistaken, both Lord Azure and Commander Han Zero have their eyes on the princesses. And we all know that they're the Emperor's concubines, not theirs."
"Oh! I get it," Cruez exclaimed in amusement, "We catch them for going near to the princesses, am I right?"
"It's not gonna be that simple. We need a proof or something that may related to the incident or to these ponies."
"Like the babies? Coz that's going to be very hard to find proof of that if they keep disappearing from our sights."
"Not a bad idea," Seekcurse said calmly, "Prior to presentation of Terracotta Army to the Emperor, the princesses have the affairs with the generals. If I guess correctly, the newborn is coming soon!"
"When that happens, we'll kidnap it to prove the Emperor about the incident!" Cruez exclaimed happily.
Excel Con nodded, "That's an excellent plan. I like it."
"Good, we wait and strike," Seekcurse said calmly, "That will demote the Emperor's points down for good."
"But I like babies," Prince Spoiled Runt said in amusement, "They're fun to play."
Excel Con, Seekcurse and Cruez groaned in annoyance and upset as they nearly fell down on their back.
"Is he always an idiot?!" Cruez asked in annoyance.
Seekcurse sighed, "Well, he is spoiled brat. But he's a perfect puppet for us to use when we're all in power."
"True. But let's deal with the babies first," Excel Con said firmly, "Let's just hope that we can demote the points down for good."
Unknown to any of them, one general overheard of everything. He quickly left the room at once as he headed off at once.
--------------------------------------------
A next day...
Princess Celestia has give another birth again, and this time, it's the twin - yellowish Earth Pony and white unicorn with black mane and tail with light blue and white stripes. Princess Luna held the twin filly while rocking her gently. William Siblings awed in amazement while looking at the babies. Dr. Phoenix sighed in tiredness.
"I'm so tired," Dr. Phoenix said in exhaustion tone, "This is the last time I have to take risk for my son and my secret daughter-in-law..."
"Forgive me, doctor," Princess Celestisa said in guilt tone, "I didn't mean to put you in dangerous situation."
"I'm okay. But I'm not sure how long we can keep this up. Seekcurse could be onto us sooner or later. And I doubt we could fool them easily."
"I know. This time, I stop doing this."
"That's good to hear. So, what are you gonna name them?"
Princess Celestia turned and looked at Princess Luna, "Luna, do you wish to give names?"
"Me?!" Princess Luna asked in surprise. 
"Yes, Luna. Azure and I have been giving names to Strikespell and Wingblade. It's your turn. After all, you're my sister."
"Okay. Let me think," Princess Luna said calmly as she looked at the twins, "He maybe an Earth Pony, but he looks quite intelligent and poetic - Notepoem. For his unicorn, she reminds of our mother so much - optimistic and cheerful as light, sister - Hope Light."
Princess Celestia smiled, "That's good names you make, Luna. Thank you."
"Okay, since we're done with the names, what's next?" Danny asked in concern.
Molly nodded, "Yeah. The Qin Soldiers are everywhere. It's gonna be hard for us to get Notepoem and Hope out of here."
"We have to try," Megan said firmly and calmly. She turned and looked at Royal Sisters, "Celestia is no condition to use magic. Dr. Phoenix and Luna better stay and take care of her. After all, the soldiers are looking after them, not us. They won't bother us much."
Dr. Phoenix hummed in concern, "Be careful, Lady Megan. Seekcurse and his cohorts are looking for a way to prevent Shine from being heir to the Emperor by exposing the princesses' affairs with generals."
William Siblings nodded, "Got it."
The William Siblings sneaked out of the princesses' room. They slowly tiptoeing and walked quietly across the hallway of palace's rooms. They looked around of their surroundings in making sure that they weren't followed. As they were almost reaching the palace's entrance, they got stopped by the army of Diamond Dogs. Seekcurse, Excel Con and Cruez arrived at the scene.
"Where do you think you're going?" Seekcurse asked in amusement, "Shouldn't you be at the princesses' room to look after them?"
Excel Con nodded, "I heard that they're very sick. It's wise to stick with them if I were you."
"What's that on your hands, monkeys?" Cruez asked in amusement, "Princess Celestia's children, no doubt! The Emperor needs to see this. After all, they're his children, am I right?"
William Siblings hissed in concern and anger while kept quiet for the moment. Diamond Dogs slowly approached and armed with their spears and swords.
"Come with us now," Seekcurse said calmly, "Don't get funny ideas."
And just before Diamond Dogs could apprehended William Siblings, the minions got whacked and knocked out of unconsciousness. Everyone was surprise as they found Apollo Python stood before the siblings.
"Apollo?! What is the meaning of this?!" Cruez demanded in anger.
Apollo Python huffed, "Attacking and apprehending unarmed innocent. That is dishonorable of you! I refuse to serve someone like you! I renounced my service now!" He turned and looked at William Siblings, "Go! Head to Eastern Cavern! That's where you'll find them! I'll hold these traitors off!"
"Seriously?!" Danny asked in concern.
Molly shook her head, "We can't leave you to handle them!"
"No time! Go! Find their father now!" Apollo Python ordered firmly.
Megan hissed in concern, "I hate this. But come on! We have to go now!"
Danny and Molly hissed in upset and angry yet reluctant to follow their older sister. The William Siblings opened the entrance and escaped at once. Apollo Python armed with his pike in ready to fight.
Cruez groaned in anger, "You're gonna regret for this! Attack!" 
Diamond Dogs all charged straight at Apollo Python. As the first wave surrounded him, he swung his pike at them hard. One by one, they came and tried to kill him but instead, he dodged and avoided the attacks swiftly before he beaten and defeated them. Three soldiers jumped on him while the five soldier charged and punched him hard for few times. Apollo Python screamed in pain as he grabbed three of them on five soldiers down hard. He roared wildly as he charged and attacked them fiercely while they continued charging and punching him.
After minutes have passed in defeating his enemies, he panted heavily as he became exhausted and tired from the fighting. Diamond Dogs grabbed and held Apollo Python to the ground. Seekcurse and his accomplices approached and looked down on him.
"You disappoint me, Apollo," Cruez said angrily, "I've been expecting you to be the best."
Seekcruse groaned, "Get rid of him now."
"It will be done, my lord," Cruez said darkly.
"Hey, back off!"
Diamond Dog Soldiers got pushed and knocked out by Brave Tiger. And just before Seekcurse and his minions could do anything; Claw Tiger, Anchor and his Tiger Clan Soldiers arrived at the scene. Claw Tiger approached and glared at Seekcurse, Excel Con and Cruez.
"Do you wanna explain about this?" Claw Tiger demanded angrily, "Why would you attack your own general?"
"Isn't it obvious?! He is insubordinate to his master," Cruez exclaimed in anger, "And that's why I punish him!"
"That's the crime? What did he do wrong?"
"He prevented me to stop William Siblings from leaving! They didn't get the Emperor's approval!"
"They already did," Claw Tiger said calmly. Seekcurse and his minions were in shock and surprise of what they just heard. He nodded, "Prince Shine requested it because Dr. Phoenix needed some items to make the Princesses feel better, unless you're in conspiracy against them. Then you're the real traitor who committed the crimes."
Seekcurse groaned in defeat, "This isn't over yet! I promise you for that!"
Seekcurse and his minions turned and left the courtyard at once. Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan approached Apollo Python, who was helped up by Brave Tiger.
"Thank you, my lord. I'm in your debt," Apollo Python bowed humbly, "Prince Shine never did that, did he?"
Claw Tiger smiled, "He actually did. Mild Goody warned Prince Shine of William Siblings leaving with the babies. But those siblings left too earlier."
"Well, it would be too late if I hadn't been there in time." Apollo Python said calmly.
"So, what makes you change sides?" Brave Tiger asked curiously.
"Even though it's against the laws for concubines getting affairs with generals, I hated it when children were injured and murdered." Apollo Python remarked in disgust, "That's one thing I dislike the most."
"So, what will you do next since you left the service?" Anchor asked.
Apollo Python shrugged, "I don't know. It never occurs to me. I guess I look for new job now."
"True. Would you like be working for my family clan," Claw Tiger said calmly. Apollo Python looked at him. He smiled, "We've been waiting for your arrival, my friend. We want you to join us."
Anchor nodded, "Indeed. As Tiger Clan; we not only serve the emperor, we protect each other from danger and enemies. We will never abandoned one of our own."
"Plus, this is family clan." Brave Tiger added, "my brother and sister could use some training from you about battles."
Apollo Python thought for the moment before he smiled and bowed, "I am honored."
Claw Tiger smiled as he held his hoof up before Apollo Python, "Welcome to the family, Apollo Python."
Apollo Python held and shook Claw Tiger's hoof. He is now part of Tiger Clan...
--------------------------------------------
At the Mausoleum construction, William Siblings managed to bring Notepoem and Hope Light safely to Azure Phoenix. He held and hugged them gently before bowed before the surprised Humans. Han Zero smiled in relief as well. Twilight Sparkle and her friends saw the event as they were supervising the craft-ponies and workers in
"Glad that all of my brothers and sister are safe together," Ben Valorheart said in relief, "Everything's fine for now. I can't wait to see Iris Crystal."
Phobos scoffed, "Which it's gonna be far and long time in 1200 or 1300 AE."
Rainbow Dash chuckled in amusement, "Yeah. You're the oldest and eldest brother of all Phoenix siblings now in the past. But in present, you're the youngest of all."
"Very funny," Ben Valorheart said in annoyance.
Applejack noticed Twilight Sparkle's concerned looks, "Twilight, what's wrong? Is something bothering you?"
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "It is. It's what Seekcurse is gonna do next. If I guess correctly, the Emperor is going to die."
"Oh dear..." Fluttershy said in concern, "That's not good."
Pinkie Pie nodded, "This is really bad..."
"Yeah. And we know who is going to die," Spike said in concern.
--------------------------------------------
At Seekcurse's chamber, Seekcurse was discussing with Excel Con and Cruez in planning the next phase. Everything is falling apart.
"It's ruined! The Emperor will choose his heir now," Excel Con said unhappily, "Everything we plan is gone."
"What are we gonna do now?" Cruez demanded in anger.
"We're not out yet," Seekcurse said calmly, "If we cannot change the Emperor's mind, we just need to change his will especially his death is coming."
"What do you mean?" Excel Con asked in shock, "What did you do?!"
"Desperate time required drastic measure." Seekcurse said firmly, "I knew most of our plans have backfired lately, so I've ensured the Emperor's death and our control of Qin Dynasty under Prince Spoiled Runt. The Western will fall before us! And the Qin Dynasty will become the true kingdom of Equestria..."
To be Continued...
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Next Chapter - The Fall of Qin Emperor: The Emperor's death is approaching! His secret will involved the priceless treasures, documents and even concubines including Royal Sisters to be buried with him! Twilight Sparkle and her friends must assist Prince Shine's Military Supporters in searching and retrieving the Immortal Pill to prevent the Emperor's death. However, Seekcurse and a few corrupted ministers attempted to prevent it. Who will be the victor of the next chapter?


	
		Chapter 6: The Fall of Qin Emperor



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 6: The Fall of Qin Emperor

"Months after months has passed since the Battle of Heritage has begun. Prince Shine has accomplish many achievements, thus earning his father's respect and love. His younger brother - Prince Spoiled Runt barely make one while his supporters leaving his side and join Prince Shine's. As his popularity grows, ponies of Ma love and support him. Thus, the Emperor has made his final decision..."
Late Spring, 150 A.E. 
At the Emperor's private chamber, Emperor Qin Wang Di was writing down on his document. And at the same time, he was coughing heavily yet badly. His eyes have turned red while his face has turned more paler and sickly. Prime Minister Con Excel and Seekcurse were bowing down before him. The eunuch has brought the bowl of black soup here before the Emperor.
"Where are Chief Commander and his brother?" Emperor Qin Wang Di asked curiously before coughed heavily, "I have important announcement to make..."
"They're still occupied with their mission, your majesty," Prime Minister Excel Con reported, "They're almost... Complete with the project."
Seekcurse hummed suspiciously, "Perhaps, you should tell us of what's this really about."
"I've made my final decision." Emperor Qin Wang Di said calmly yet sickly, "Prince Shine will be my heir and successor."
"WHAT?!" Seekcurse and Prime Minister Excel Con exclaimed in shock and surprise.
Emperor Qin Wang Di nodded, "Yes. My eldest son has achieved so many accomplishment. Military, ministers and ponies are looking up to him. And above all, my kingdom is in safe hoof." He sighed in shame and disappointment, "But my deepest regret is that I would not live much long to see it. My death is approaching."
"Yes. It's truly pitiful..." Seekcurse said in pretension calmly, "If only there's elixir to help you recover."
Prime Minister Excel Con nodded, "I agree. If the elixir possessed immortality potion, he may live long and stay invincible as the Alicorns as a true Mystic Pony."
Emperor Qin Wang Di thought carefully, "Actually, that wasn't a bad idea." He cleared his throat as he began writing down on his document, "Pass my order now! I want every soldier and every peasant to find the elixir, or at least a doctor make one for me. Or better, ask my concubines about it since they're the God Ponies! I don't care of how or where. Find it for me!" He sighed, "And please, tell my son about him being my heir and successor to the throne."
"As you wish, your majesty," Prime Minister Excel Con responded calmly.
Seekcurse nodded as he brought the black soup before the Emperor, "Please, your majesty, take some soup. It will heal you. We will let everyone know about it."
Emperor Qin Wang Di nodded while gestured his officials to leave. Both Prime Minister Excel Con and Seekcurse left the private chamber at once. They both continued walking down the hallway.
"Our plan is falling apart," Prime Minister Excel Con said in concern, "We've lost."
"On contrary, Prime Minister," Seekcurse smirked, "It goes well. We just need to adapt the new strategy to deal with the situation once and for all."
"How?"
"My plan has been set in motion. The Emperor grow weaker and sicker when he keeps drinking black soup while we send the same item and correct message to the prince. And at the end, both of them will die. Spoiled Runt will take their place."
"You don't mean-?! Have you lost your mind?! It's a serious crime against the empire! We only agree to ensure Prince Spoiled Runt to be heir, not murder the Emperor!"
"I'd never say it's gonna be simple and easy especially the West Ponies and military officers standing in our way. But this is the only way."
Prime Minister Excel Con sighed in annoyance, "Fine. Let's say we agree to follow your plan. How do we assassinate him and his heir without some witnesses and interruption?!"
"It's already in progress," Seekcurse said in amusement, causing Prime Minister look surprise and shock. He whispered to his ally, "The medicine will take good care of him."
"I see. And what of Prince Shine? Elixir? And Princesses?"
"Don't worry. I've got plans. This will be a perfect warning and victory to us for good. Now, if you excuse me, Prime Minister, I have a message to deliver."
---------------------------------------------
May, 150 A.E.
The workers have finished their works on building and creating billions of Terracotta Warriors. The soldiers then loaded and moved the statues through the secret tunnels to the Emperor's Sacred Mausoleum. The project is almost complete. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were checking up and making sure the project went well.
Ben Valorheart, Nyx, Spike and Phobos were looking after the babies. Though they're good at babysitting the babies, Azure Phoenix's babies giving them hard time especially Ben Valorheart, who was dealing with Strikespell.
Strikespell giggled happily as he fired magical blasts around of his surroundings within the hut. Ben Valorheart screamed in fear as he was running around while holding the baby tight with him. He escaped it.
Ben Valorheart sighed as he turned and glared at Strikespell, "Okay, seriously, you really need stop doing that, Strikespell! I sure wish you hadn't blow my face up" Strikespell hiccupped as he fired a blast on Ben Valorheart's face, causing himself to have black face and cough a bit, "This is not what I meant. I thought your adult self is the worse to deal with."
"Oh yeah?! Try this guy!" Spike exclaimed in concern as he and Phobos screamed in fear. Wingblade were swinging the dragons around and around. He screamed, "Stop it, Wing! I mean it! Cut it out now!"
Phobos screamed, "This is why I hate babysitting!"
"They aren't so bad," Nyx giggled happily as she was rocking both babies Notepoem and Hope Light. The babies pulled her face tight before letting it go, causing her yelped in pain. She groaned, "I wish they hadn't done that. Honestly, Pound and Pumpkin are better than you guys are."
Megan giggled as she approached and held Strikespell, "Well, babysitting the babies like them is never have been easy. I know that because Molly is the worse baby I deal with."
"Very funny, sis..." Molly snarled in annoyance as she patted both Notepoem and Hope Light, "I'm not worse as these babies."
"Yeah, right," Danny remarked while rolled his eyes. He was looking at Terracotta Warrior, "Gotta admit it. Even though these guys are rocks, but they're awesome!"
"Yeah!" Rainbow Dash nodded in agreement as she and Applejack were pushing the cargo of Terracotta Warriors, "Twi and AJ got the point about it. These guys are awesome!"
Rarity smiled as she painted the Terracotta Warriors, "And of course, they're beautiful. How could anypony ignore the beauty of colors."
"It's lovely," Fluttershy remarked before yelped in fear as she looked at the Terracotta Soldier, "But scary, even with colors."
"Rarity, you do realize that they'll get rust over years," Applejack asked dryly.
Pinkie Pie nodded in agreement, "Yeah! Over two thousand years! Just like China! They all lose their colors and heads!"
Rarity groaned but smiled, "Well, but this work of art is one thing I'd never forget!"
"Project Mausoleum is almost complete," Han Zero said calmly as he turned and looked at Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "If not for you and your friends' help and ideas, we would have lost billions of best troopers. And Prince Shine will have more supporters and loyalists on his side. He will be the Emperor in no time!"
Prince Shine smiled, "You're right. Father has been please with the results. My dream will finally come true..."
Azure Phoenix nodded in agreement, "Yes. And thank you for bringing my children to me. Who knows what happen to them or Royal Sisters?"
"The Emperor would have started the war against the West again?" Wolverine Thrust remarked dryly and sarcastically. Everyone gave him a dry glare. He groaned, "I'm giving the point. Nothing more, nothing less."
"Well, either way, we're glad to help. Imagine Seekcurse come here to brag that he will beat us again with his new plan, I have no doubt he wants revenge," Twilight Sparkle said happily. She then spotted Seekcurse and his eunuchs escorting Royal Sisters. She groaned, "Speak of the Tarturus..."
Wolverine Thrust and his generals turned to the front as they greeted both Royal Sisters and the eunuchs. The Royal Sisters approached the generals.
"You may rise," Princess Celestia said calmly, "And congratulation as well. You've done well. The Emperor has approve you, Prince Shine."
Princess Luna nodded in agreement, "Indeed, you have finally make as the heir and successor to him and the throne."
Prince Shine gasped in relief while his generals, soldiers and workers cheered wildly and happily for him. Twilight Sparkle and her friends smiled happily in seeing the event.
"Yes. Congratulation, generals and Prince Shine. He will be no doubt to become an Emperor sooner or later," Seekcurse said sarcastically. He approached Han Zero while smiling slyly as he whispered, "As the prince takes the throne, the emperor and all of his privacy will be in mausoleum forever."
"What?!" Han Zero demanded in anger. He snarled as he grabbed Seekcurse up, "What did you say?!"
Seekcurse smirked, "You've heard me, old friend. When the emperor died, he will be buried along with the concubines including Princess Luna. That means you will never see her because she will die!"
Seekcurse then laughed in amusement, causing Han Zero groaned in anger and attacked him. Everyone was in shock and confuse. Han Zero continued punching and kicking Seekcurse hard and fierce for few times. Wolverine Thrust, Azure Phoenix and Princess Luna shouted in fear and frantically of stopping Han Zero from attacking Seekcurse. They held him back.
"Han! Stop!" Princess Luna exclaimed in concern.
Wolverine Thrust hissed, "What the hell are you doing?!"
"Bastard! I'll kill you!" Han Zero exclaimed in anger, "This is between you and me alone, not others! Why must you bring them to our fight?! Why?! I always thought of you my friend and brother no matter how hard we faced. Look at yourself, you've becoming what the West has prophesied. You're becoming a monster to our home and Luna's!"
"Monster? I'm a monster?" Seekcurse asked dryly as he spitted the blood out. He turned and gave a glare at Han Zero, "It was you! You're the monster!"
"WHAT?!"
"You've heard me! You chose the West over our kingdom! You chose weakness over strength! You chose her over your ponies and our friendship! And now, you'll get the consequence you will suffer! Death! And believe me, I will make sure that happen! I will not shed tears or regret of my action and decision! I did for this kingdom!"
"Seekcurse..." Han Zero said in shock before groaned in anger, "Not gonna happen as long I'm still standing, bastard! The West and East will always to be together as friends just like us. And I love Luna too. And I won't let anything bad happen to her!"
Seekcurse huffed, "We'll see how long that lasts, my old friend. Your love-interest will tell you what the Emperor wanted now since she knows something that can help him. Enjoy your lovely day as you can. I'm taking my leave now."
Seekcurse and his eunuchs turned and left the site at once. Everyone was still in shock and confuse of what has happen. Han Zero remained firm and anger as he glared at his enemy. Princess Luna held and patted him on his shoulder gently.
"What was that about?" Prince Shine asked in concern.
Han Zero hissed while narrowed his eyes in anger, "Seekcurse has gone too far now..."
---------------------------------------------
At the royal camp, Han Zero explained his confrontation and anger with Seekcurse to Prince Shine and others. They were in deep shock and concern of what they just heard especially Twilight Sparkle and her friends. Han Zero stood and left the camp as he was not in mood. Princess Luna followed him at once.
"So, it is true, is it?" Megan asked in concern while rocking Strikespell.
Holding Wingblade on his back, Danny hissed, "Burying Celly and Luna underground for years with that dead Emperor?! That's so unfair!"
"Yeah! He can't do that!" Molly exclaimed in upset while holding both Notepoem and Hope Light. The babies cried loudly. She yelped, "Sorry, guys!"
"There's nothing we can do," Princess Celestia said in upset as she levitated and rocked her babies gently while feeding them with milk bottles. She sighed while looking down, "Unless the elixir is found, my sister and I were about to meet our fate."
"Elixir?" Prince Shine asked in surprise and concern, "What does my father want with it?"
"Your father believed that it gives him an immortality and power to survive for thousand years," Princess Celestia said in concern, "And therefore, he has sent orders across the land to find the elixir or doctors to make one. And I doubt it's easy."
"What about you? You're an Alicorn?" Azure Phoenix asked curiously, "I heard the legend. It is said that a powerful Alicorn like you give gifted power to the pony in becoming one of them."
"That maybe true, Azure. But this kind of power can only be given to the worthy chosen one. I doubt the Emperor is the one. My father and mother will not agree to it."
"I see. Forgive of my bluntness. I guess I'm worry about you."
"Don't worry about me. I'm more worry about my home and my sister if the Emperor died. She will never see Han again."
Wolverine Thrust hummed in concern, "Either way, our only hope to ensure your freedom is that we need the elixir. Or maybe..."
"I could convince my father's mind," Prince Shine suggested calmly, "Father chose me as his successor and heir. He must listen to my ideas. And hopefully, that will secure their freedom. If not, then elixir is the only hope to prevent them from buried."
Princess Celestia sighed, "I hope it works..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were concern and uneasy about it. They all exited the camp to have their own private chat.
"Twilight, correct me if I'm wrong," Applejack said in concern, "We can't let the Emperor have the elixir. He could do something terrible to Equestria with his Alicorn magic especially changing the history like this one."
Rarity nodded, "Applejack's right, darling. The present timeline we used to know won't be the same. Remember the time you told us about Qin Dynasty's timeline?"
"That was very scary and unbearable!" Fluttershy said in concern and worry.
"I know what you mean," Twilight Sparkle said in concern before sighed, "It's not very happy and good time for Equestria when Qin Dynasty conquered the Equestria. We can't let that happen."
Rainbow Dash scoffed, "And I'd say forget about letting the Emperor getting the elixir!"
"That's good one except..." Pinkie Pie said in concern, "What about the Princesses, Azure Phoenix and Han Zero? If the Emperor died, princess will be buried with him! If he lives, they will be his concubines forever while never seen their lovers again! Or worst - they're all gonna die and repeat Season 5 Episode 25 again!" Everyone looked at her oddly. She looked surprise and confuse, "What?! I'm telling you the truth."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Either way, we have to make sure one thing - we have to bring down Seekcurse, Excel Con and Spoiled Runt before they could rise to power, even though the Emperor has to die including two brothers."
"Especially Luna turned into Nightmare Moon..." Fluttershy said in concern, "Sometimes being in history is crueler and meaner than reading it."
"I know, Fluttershy. But that's how it goes," Applejack said unhappily. She then noticed something, "Say, where're the others?"
---------------------------------------------
Han Zero and Princess Luna were at the camp. They were on the camp bed. They were discussing and talking like others had. He sighed as he looked down in upset while she patted him.
"I'm sorry, Luna," Han Zero said in upset, "This time, I don't think I can protect you especially the Emperor's death is approaching. Our time together is always so short."
Princess Luna sighed, "I know what you mean. It's so unfair. I wish there was another way."
"Can't you give him the immortality or something?"
"I do not possessed that kind of power, my love. And I doubt my family will do that either because it is very forbidden and they will only choose the worthy one."
"I guess the Emperor is out of picture?"
Princess Luna giggled, "Indeed, general." She then kissed Han Zero's lips before nuzzled Han Zero gently, "Even though it's short for us, it's one moment I'm not gonna forget."
Han Zero nodded, "Yeah. I felt the same way too. Let's hope that everything will be fine at the end especially your freedom."
"You know I dream of us being together and make our family where no rules or nopony bother us. Free from everything and responsibilities."
"I too share the same feeling, princess. I won't regret for not meeting you. I'll fight to death to ensure your safety and freedom."
"Don't say that. Live for me. That's all I ask."
"I hope I can make that promise come true. I'll live for you."
"I believe in you, Han because I love you..."
And just before Han Zero could do anything, Princess Luna pushed him to the bed. She climbed on top of him. She pushed a passionate kiss on him, who returned to her. They both continued kissing and nuzzled each other passionately and gently.
Outside of the camp's walls, Ben Valorheart saw everything while Phobos covered both Spike's and Nyx's eyes.
Ben Valorheart sighed, "I'm sorry, Aunt Luna. He's not gonna make it."
"Why would you say that?" Phobos asked.
"Because when the Qin found the location of elixir," Ben Valorheart explained, "Han will die at the valley, keeping the escorts bringing the elixir back to the emperor. But all fail."
"But Seekcurse won't win? Right?" Nyx asked in concern.
Spike nodded, "Yeah. I mean if he's in power, three kingdom won't exist! Right?"
Ben Valorheart nodded, "Let's hope it's the same as we read on history books especially Han's sacrifice..."
----------
"As days have passed, the Emperor of Qin Dynasty grew weaker and sicker than before. The Imperial Army scoured across the land in search of the elixir, hoping to save and heal their leaders. Doctors and healers were ordered to create the medicine. However, none have succeeded."
Over weeks have passed, Imperial Qin Army have scoured across the land in search of elixir while doctors and healers were working and making it. And so far, they could not. The Emperor continued grow sickly.
"A month later, news have reached the Imperial Palace that they have found the immortality elixir, which was found on northwest of Dragon Desert. And now the Emperor has set course to the area, accompanied by his three sons, prime minister, his five trusted generals, two ministers and eunuch."
A month later, the messenger arrived and informed the Emperor with urgent news. He was in shock yet relief, along with his generals and ministers. He decided to get it personally.
He was accompanied by his sons, Wolverine Thrust, Han Zero, Azure Phoenix, Claw Tiger and Noble Guild, Prime Minister Excel Con and Seekcurse. They all headed straight to the Dragon Desert where they met up with its leaders - General Constantine and General Fire Storm.
"However, as they arrived the land, a group of unknown rebellion has lay a trap for them, preventing them from retrieving the elixir..."
----------------------------
June 150 A.E.
A lone soldier riding his Dragon as he was heading straight to the Qin Camp, where more than thousands of troops were guarding it. He dismounted his ride as he headed straight to the big tent.
Tired and exhausted from his riding, the soldier nearly fell down. Brave Tiger and Anger helped him up as they took him straight to the Emperor's camp. The rest of troops wondered and curious of what has happened to him.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were with the Royal Sisters and William Siblings. They watched the event.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "The time has come. This is where the Emperor dies and the beginning of Three Kingdoms."
"Right, which would lead on to more bucking mess, the separation when Luna become Nightmare Moon, and more." Rainbow remarks with a grunt.
"Unless we find a way, Grandma and Great Aunt Luna will be buried alive." Nyx said in fear for her relatives. "And we still gotta help Han."
"Yeah, Luna would be a mess if he gets killed off, that's for sure." Phobos remarks dryly to his friend.
"Twilight, do you think we can stop and save Han in time? Maybe we can-!" Ben begins to speak, having a thought. If they could, the heroes could save Han and Luna wouldn't have to fear a life of living alone.
Twilight however interrupts Ben as she said, "Ben, you know we can't change the history. If we do it, there's no telling what damages we have inflicted on it."
"But isn't this a good chance to stop Aunt Luna from becoming Nightmare Moon?"
"If we do that, all of us never meet. Spike, Nyx and even Phobos were never be with us."
Ben was about to argue but paused as he thought of what she said. He sighed in defeat.
"Yeah, I don't wanna not exist. It stinks not being here." Nyx said to her father seriously while nuzzling Twilight. "I hate separating a family."
"Right, and I would still be in an egg, being with who knows what." Spike said grimly. Although he hates to agree, it's best not to do anything to help Han and Luna out.
"Man, this stinks..." Ben groans out in despair. This is one of the gang's big chances to make a difference and they can't do anything!
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I know, Ben. I know..."
"What are you guys talking about?" Danny ask, couldn't help but overhearing the conversation. Luckily, he didn't hear all of it but the boy is still puzzled by what his new friends are talking about.
"Nothing!" Everyone exclaims quickly and in alarm. Danny gave an odd look then shakes his head.
"Man, you guys are weird..."
Within the Emperor's Camp, he was very sick as he continuously coughing out loud. His sons, generals and ministers were waiting outside of his chamber while wondering if he was alright.
Dr. Phoenix emerged and approached them with his sad and concern looks.
"Father, how is he?" Azure ask his father seriously.
Wolverine Thrust ask in concern, fearing the worst, "Will he be alright?"
"Please, tell us he'll be fine." Prince Shine pleads to the doctor. If anything were to happen to his father...
Dr Phoenix sighed, "His sickness is getting worse. There's nothing I can do. Unless the elixir is here, he cannot be saved."
Anger and Brave Tiger entered the camp while holding the soldier up.
Anger & Brave Tiger spoke out at once to everyone, "Cousin! Father! We've got report!"
Wolverine Thrust and his allies turned to both Anger and Brave Tiger, who nodded firmly. They moved aside as the soldier bowed down firmly. Wolverine Thrust and his allies approached and received the latest report.
Soldier grunted in pain, "Chief Commander, we have found the elixir! But during our travelling back to camp, we were ambushed by rebels! The Dragon Riders were trapped! They requested reinforcement now!"
Wolverine Thrust nodded as he spoke seriously, "Prepare the troops now! We'll leave soon!"
Azure Phoenix nodded while exclaiming, "Leave now!" Maybe if the elixir, more than one life can be saved today!
Brave Tiger and Anger nodded as they exited the camp at once. The rest of generals headed straight to the emperor's bed chamber.
Prince Shine and Mild Good remained with their father. Prince Spoiled Runt, Prime Minister Excel Con and Seekcurse moved away from the place. Dr. Phoenix noticed it as he sneaked towards them while hidden as he was eavesdropping on his enemies.
"His time is almost up. You'd better hope that plan of yours really work. We are taking the biggest gambit we ever had." Excel Con hisses sternly to Seekcurse. They must not mess this up.
Prince Spoiled Runt nodded in agreement as he added, "Yeah. And not to mention, my brother will be on next in line. I will cast aside and never have my own enjoyment again..."
"Do not worry. It will work. Both will have unexpected accidents. One that no one knows the truth." Seekcurse said with a cruel smile. If all goes well, then the kingdom is as good as his...and all of his enemies will perish under his wrath,
Dr. Phoenix looked shock and concern as he quickly sneak away. He approached Wolverine Thrust and his allies as he whispered to them of his reports. The generals were in shock yet angered.
Wolverine Thrust groaned furiously, "So, it was them? I'm gonna-!"
"No! Don't! If they do this, no one will support them. Leave some behind to watch the event." Azure assures Wolverine Thrust quickly. If the bad guys make their move, at least they will have no one to support them and it will do more harm to the villains than good.
"Azure's right. We don't have the proof to kill them. Let them make their move. Someone will stop this and tell the rest of it." Han said in agreement. At the present moment, the allies have no proof of what Seekcurse and his allies are doing. They must let it play out.
Wolverine Thrust nodded in understanding and agreement. His generals nodded in agreement. Prince Spoiled Runt, Excel Con and Seekcurse arrived at the scene as well. They turned to the bed chamber as they bowed down in respect.
"Your majesty! The elixir is on its way here but it was ambushed by the enemies. I request that you allow me and my brave soldiers to go now." Wolverine Thrust said to Prince Spoiled Run. He is hiding a look of disgust that the prince is willing to commit treachery to get what he wants.
"Chief Commander, don't be foolish! Your duty is to guard and ensure the Emperor's safety! Nothing more and nothing less!" Seekcurse exclaims sternly to Wolverine Thrust. Secretly however, the villain knew that Wolverine Thrust's interference could ruin everything he works for.
Han Zero groaned, "Are you saying that you rather let emperor died than retrieving the elixir that can save him? Was this your intention or mistaken?"
Seekcurse yelped, "Uh... Yes, it was mistaken of me. But still..."
"You are right. I and Noble Guild will remain behind but my brother, Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger will go and escort the Dragon Riders and elixir back. We await your majesty's decree!" Wolverine Thrust exclaims to the Emperor, hoping for his answer.
The Emperor coughed while muttered painfully and sickly. Prince Shine approached and listened to his father's words carefully while nodded in understanding.
Prince Shine turned and looked at his generals.
"By my father's words and as your heir, you may proceed and retrieve the elixir!" Prince Shine exclaims to the generals, much to their hope.
"However, you cannot take too many troops! We fear the emperor's safety." Excel Con exclaim quickly. He can't let the plan be jeopardized in any way!
Han Zero nodded as he spoke, "Understood. I will take Azure Phoenix's, Claw Tiger's and mine only. The rest will remain here under Wolverine Thrust's!"
"Now, there's no argument. We shall leave at once!" Wolverine Thrust exclaims in determination. No more delays, they must get the elixir now!
Wolverine Thrust and his generals quickly leave the camp at once while leaving princes and ministers behind.
"Should I?" Excel Con whispered to Seekcurse anxiously. Better make the move now while the opportunity's there.
"Go, sir. I will take of the eldest one." Seekcurse whispered right back in determination.
The time for the big move is upon them. This could be Seekcurse's last chance!
-------------
Wolverine Thrust and his generals meet up at the Royal Sisters' camp. The generals were bidding farewells to their friends.
Wolverine Thrust sighed, "Take care, my little brother."
"I will, big brother." Han Zero said seriously. He turned to Princess Luna and hugged her in comfort. "Don't worry. I'll be back."
"Please, come back alive. I can't bear to think of losing you." Luna whispered to her secret love. She wouldn't know what to do if anything were to happen to Han.
Han Zero departed from hugging speaking, "You won't. If I can get the elixir, it will prevent you and your sister from buried."
"I agree. We will succeed." Azure said in agreement. Soon, the lovers will be reunited. Hopefully, saving the emperor's life may get him to let the concubines go.
"Succeed or not, come back alive and bring Han back too." Celestia said to Azure seriously. She hate for her own love to be gone forever. It could kill her or worst in the years to come!
"I will. You have my word, my beloved."
Han Zero kissed Luna on the hoof as he spoke, "Everything will be fine. I promised you, Luna."
Royal Sisters nodded in understanding and agreement. Han Zero, Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger left the group. Wolverine Thrust turned and have a chat with his allies about the plans to expose Seekcurse and his accomplices for their plot.
Three generals headed to the open field where 300 of soldiers gathered. Three of them climbed on the stage and stood before them.
Han Zero sighed, "Imperial Soldiers of Qin Dynasty! You all have served your country valiantly and firmly for the rest of your life. So, what I'm asking will not guarantee our safety and coming back alive. If any of soldiers chooses to walk out, do it now."
As Han Zero waited for the answer, soldiers remained firm and strong while refused to walk away.
Brave Tiger cleared his throat as he spoke up, "With all due respect, Commander; we've been fighting side by side for a long time. We might as well die together as one."
Anger nodded in agreement. He said, "Indeed. If these rebels think they can overwhelm us, they better think twice."
"My son is right. We will stand by your side till the end, commander. We will not retreat until our objective is complete." Claw Tiger said, pounding a hoof onto his chest. It wouldn't be right to leave him when they are needed.
"And I make the promise to her to keep and bring you back alive." Azure Phoenix then turned to the soldiers, expecting opinions from them, "Anyone else?!"
"We will fight for you! No surrender! No retreat!" The Imperial Soldier called out in determination. They will fight to the last of their breath!
Han Zero was surprise and shock of their answers but he was relieved. He unsheathed and took his sword out while raised it up high. The soldiers silenced. 
"From this point onward, we are entering uncharted territory where the rebels have ambushed and trapped our allies. My orders are rescue them and escort them back here, including the elixir. We will take 200 best soldiers including my generals. Move out!" Han Zero ordered out, ending the meeting.
Imperial Soldiers cheered wildly and firmly. Han Zero and his generals mounted on their dragon rides as they headed off at once. They all charged straight out of the camp's entrance. They all headed straight to rescue their allies. Unknown to them, a certain group is nearby, watching.
"There, they go. You ready?" Ben ask the others in determination.
"More than anything, Ben!" Rainbow exclaims, eager for some action and some flank kicking. Nothing is keeping this mare down!
"Me too!" Pinkie spoke up, bouncing up and down anxiously.
"Count me in. I just hope the rest can expose Seekcurse and his pals for trying to murder the emperor and his son." Applejack said with a nod. She can only hope that the others can expose what Seekcurse is up to in time.
"It will work. Let's go now!" Ben said as he nodded to the others.
Ben and his team headed off at once and followed Han Zero and his army.
------------------
At the open field of desert, the army of Dragon Riders were surrounded and trapped by unknown rebels, who worn the Imperial Soldiers' armors but in dark purple.
"Curses! We're trapped!" Fire Storm exclaims in concern and fury. There's no chance of escape fort them this time!
"I wonder who are they yet they worn the Imperial Armors." Decker Reaper said suspiciously. He wonders why these rebels are wearing the Imperial Armors but is not their allies.
"I don't believe they're our allies either." Justice Tackle said seriously.
Constantine spoke with a thought, "I agree. It's clearly they're preventing us from reaching to rendezvous point. They want the Emperor to die."
On top of mountain, there was a pony who looked like Boris worn the commanding officer's armor and red cape was watching the event. Noticing the falcon flying towards him, he held his hoof up in getting its attention. The falcon landed on it. He took a message from its claws' message holder. He read it carefully before smirked. He turned and glared at his enemies.
"This is Colonel Arrowhead of Lord Excel Con! By order of the Prime Minister, handover the elixir now!" Arrowhead demanded wickedly to the group.
Fire Storm huffed, "Over our dead bodies, traitors! I will pass the elixir to Commander Han alone only. And no one else!"
Constantine nodded while agreeing, "Agree! The one who won our hearts is Lady Rarity from Prince Shine's supports!"
"Prime Minister was ordered by the Emperor himself! Lay down your weapons!" Arrowhead ordered, narrowing his eyes. Of course, that is nothing more than a lie in hopes to spread doubts along the Dragon Riders.
Justice Tackle took and held a spear while yelling, "Lay down this, asshole!"
With his might, Justice Tackle threw a spear straight to the mountain. Arrowhead armed with his sword in ready to repel it, but instead it hit and pierce his soldier to death while rolling down from the mountain.
"Dragon Riders, assume your formation!" Fire Storm ordered his allies. It's time for a battle obviously!
Dragon Rider cheered and their ride roared as they formed themselves in large circle for defense while the foot, light and heavy soldiers readied themselves in attack position.
"Rebel scums! Come and get it!" Justice Tackle laughs arrogantly. Time to show this scum why they are on the wrong side.
Decker Reaper held his pole tightly while exclaiming, "You'll need more soldiers to get it!"
Arrowhead groaned, "You will regret this! All units, full frontal assault! Give them no chance!"
The sound of blowing horn. Arrowhead's army roared wildly as they all charged straight at Dragon Riders, who remained firm, steady and ready to attack. 
As the Arrowhead's army came close to them, Justice Tackle cried out loud as he charged into battlefield. He then swung his spear at them while his Speed Dragon knocked and rammed his enemies, fired his fire-breathing at them and sometimes took a bite on them. His riders joined in as well. They eventually have to fight and deal with Arrowhead's Dragon Rides.
Decker Reaper and his remaining soldiers stick with their generals as they deal with the rest of Arrowhead's soldiers. Due to his powerful and immersive strength, Decker Reaper swung and knocked his mace on them very hard. Both Fire Storm and Constantine fought back with swinging swords at them.
Arrowhead signaled his archers in firing the arrows at their enemies. Both his and his enemies' sides were taking heavy casualties.
Han Zero and his allies have arrived to the battlefield. They all charged straight towards Dragon Riders group. Justice Tackle quickly regroup and guide them towards his clan. His army quickly formed in circle of defense.
"Commander, you've made it! I thought we're finished!" Fire Storm exclaims, relived that Han Zero's group has shown up at last.
"We're glad we did. Where's the elixir?" Han Zero ask Fire Storm. He hopes that the elixir is safe and sound.
"With me." Justice Tackle answers as he motions the elixir in the pouch tied to himself. "It's safe for now. But not for long if Arrowhead continued attacking us."
"Arrowhead?! That marauder?! Here?!"
Decker Reaper nodded as he explains, "Yes, sir. One leader who pardoned and gave the order."
"I shouldn't have known." Han Zero growled out angrily. He should've figured out this treachery soon!
"Either way, we must leave now! The Emperor will not last long!" Azure exclaims. They don't got time left, the emperor will expire soon...and with that, Celestia and Luna.
"I've got the idea. Dragon Riders will stay on the middle. Commander Han and Colonel Azure Phoenix will lead the front. My clan will guard the rear." Claw Tiger proposes an idea that could work.
"The plan is good enough. Any argument?" Han Zero asked the others if they have any opposition to this plan. Everyone remained silent but nodded firmly. "Good. Everyone, be ready to move out!"
Ben and his team arrived but hide behind the rocks while watching the event. They even saw Arrowhead on the mountain. This surprised and shocked them.
"Boris?! Here?! What's he doing here?!" Ben ask, recognizing his longtime rival from his childhood. He shouldn't be here in the past!
"If you pay attention, that's not him! It's Arrowhead." Pinkie points out to Ben, a bit annoyed that he wasn't paying attention.
"Right, plus Boris would've gotten those two nitwits with him." Applejack pointed out that if Boris is here, then his pals Boxco and Dum-Dum wouldn't be too far behind. "As well as the rest of his pals."
"Boris or not. By the looks of his, it's a bad news. Han Zero and others better get out of here now!" Ben exclaims seriously to the girls. Han Zero's group must leave while the getting's good.
Han Zero and his soldiers readied themselves in ready of move out while forming the defense around them. As Arrowhead's army surrounded them, the enemies were ready to attack.
With Han Zero's whistled, he and his army charged through the enemies fiercely and wildly. As they planned; Han Zero, Azure Phoenix and their army lead the front, Dragon Riders on the middle while Tiger Clan guard the rear. They all headed straight through the long canyon.
Arrowhead groaned, "After them! Don't let them escape!"
Arrowhead and his army give chase to their enemies at once. Ben and his team quickly followed them from behind.
Han Zero and his allies galloped their Dragon Rides as fast as they can through the canyon. Ben and his team were following them from the eastern canyon.
As Han Zero and his allies continued trotting, Arrowhead and his large army came from both sides - behind of them and their left side.
"We have them now! Fire!" Arrowhead ordered his troops evilly.
His archers quickly armed, aimed and fired their arrows straight at Han Zero and his brave soldiers. Some of them have managed to block and deflect the arrows but most of them were injured and killed in process.
Arrowhead armed and readied his poison dragon sneeze arrow as he fired it straight at Han Zero's Fury Dragon, making it screeched and yelled in pain. As Han Zero and his allies continued riding, Han Zero noticed his dragon panted and breathed heavily as he spitted some blood out.
Han Zero and his allies were close to the cavern, which will lead straight back to the camp. And just before they could reach it, Han Zero's dragon fell to the ground hard.
Azure Phoenix gasped, "Commander! Hold your position!"
"Don't! Get the elixir back now! I'll be fine!" Han Zero ordered in determination. His life isn't worth stopping, they got to get that elixir to the emperor and now!
"But Luna-!"
"Go! Go now! Get it to the Emperor now!"
Brave Tiger groaned in despair, "We can't leave him!"
Anger nodded as he added, "I agreed! We must-!"
Azure Phoenix interrupts before Anger could finish, "No. We must go!" Han Zero is right. They must get that elixir to the emperor if the princesses are to be saved from being buried alive!
"But the Commander?!" Claw Tiger protests to Azure. Are they actually going to abandon Han Zero like this?!
"He's buying us time to reach the camp! We must do it! All units fall back! Now!"
Azure Phoenix led the rest of his army retreating back to the camp at once. Han Zero turned and glared at Arrowhead and his army approaching them while readying their weapons.
Han Zero noticed that some of his troops remained behind while armed with their weapons.
"I thought I told you all to retreat! Why did you disobey the order?!" Han Zero exclaims, stunned that some of his troops refuse to leave when ordered to do so.
A Qin Soldier explains sternly, "General, we refused to leave you behind and fight against the odds!"
A second Qin Soldier nodded in agreement. He spoke, "Yes, let us fight for you!"
A third Qin Soldier saluted Han Zero as he added, "We will die in honor of you and our kingdom! We are ready!"
Qin Soldiers cheered wildly and proudly, causing Han Zero looked surprise yet relief and grateful. He turned and looked at Fury Dragon, who is slowly dying.
Han Zero patted his dragon gently as he said quietly, "Black Wind, you did your best. Rest in peace, my best friend."
Fury Dragon nodded while coughed heavily as he closed his eyes while giving his last breathe peacefully. Han Zero and his remaining loyal troops of 50 stood firmly and readied their weapons to fight.
"Mind if we join in?!" Ben spoke. Han is startled as he and the girls show up quickly, ready to assist him.
"No need to fight alone." Applejack explains to Han with a smirk. "We done ain't gotta watch anymore."
"Right. Loyalty is a pain but it's worth it, pal!" Rainbow exclaims happily as she pounds her chest, ready for some action.
"Yep, and added some cool stuff right here!" Pinkie exclaims, much to her friends' amusement.
Han Zero sighed, "I don't plan to ask of how and what you're doing here. But be my guest!"
"Good to hear. I'll do whatever it takes to get you back alive for Luna. She really loves you." Ben said to Han Zero with a smile. It could make his aunt happy to see her lover alive and well, surviving this madness.
"I know."
Arrowhead huffed in annoyance, "This is where the mighty Commander Han Zero die. All units, get ready!"
No matter how many allies that Han Zero gets, he dies today!
Han Zero and his last remaining army were armed and readied their weapons for their last stand especially against Arrowhead and his large army.
"Dragon Cavalry," Arrowhead ordered firmly, "Advanced!"
ROAR! A pack of Dragon Riders nudged their dragons as they were marching towards their enemies. Han Zero and his warriors armed and readied to fight back. The Dragons trotted off as they were charging straight at their targets.
"SHIELD UP!" Han Zero ordered firmly.
Han Zero's 20 soldiers armed and held their shields. Applejack assisted the soldiers in holding her shield against them. The Dragon Riders rammed straight at Han's shield units. They were being pushed back by the riders very hard and fierce, however the soldiers withheld the attacks firmly. For the moment has passed as Dragon Riders unable to breakthrough the defense. Han Zero screamed in anger as he thrust his spear at the first rider, followed by his spear soldiers of 10 in defeating them. Ben and Rainbow Dash joined in defeating and knocking their enemies off from their mounted ride. 
With the riders death, the dragon quickly flew off to the sky. Seeing Han Zero and his army overcame them, Arrowhead halted his remaining of Dragon Riders from marching.
"That was easy!" Rainbow Dash commented.
"That's just first wave," Han Zero commented dryly, "Get ready for the second wave!"
Arrowhead turned to large army of infantry, "INFANTRY! FULL ASSAULT!"
The army of infantries armed and readied their spears, pikes and axes down. They began marching towards Han Zero's army. Close to their targets, they charged and rammed to breakthrough them. Han Zero's army held their shields firmly and ferociously while pushing theirs back against Arrowhead's army.
For the moment passed in ramming through, Han Zero jumped over his soldiers whole swinging his spear at the front units. He screamed in fury as he charged and swung his spear at his enemies, in both knocking and defeating them. The soldiers lifted their shields up, Ben Valorheart and Rainbow Dash led 20 soldiers charged and attacked the enemies. Applejack stayed back with 20 of them in holding shields against the enemies while Pinkie Pie led 10 archers in firing the arrows at their targets.
Pinkie Pie and her archers continued firing and shooting their arrows at their targets swiftly and quickly. Ben Valorheart and Rainbow Dash stayed close to each other as they attacked the enemies while protecting and looking out for each other. Applejack and her shield units pushed, rammed and knocked their enemies off. Fiercely, skillfully and swiftly; Han Zero swung, stroke and thrust his spear at the enemies one-by-one. However, his soldiers slowly get killed by distraction, sheer force, swift and brutal attacks by Arrowhead's soldiers.
Nevertheless, Han Zero and his army fought bravely and ferociously like demons as they continued defeating and killing Arrowhead's soldiers. They have killed 3,000 soldiers so far, which their corpses formed a giant and tall pyramid formation. This has put a great fear in him and his soldiers.
"Great Heaven," Arrowhead remarked in shock and concern, "What kind of ponies are we dealing?! How could they overcome so many soldiers?!"
Han Zero and his army are almost at the end. Brave soldiers died on the battlefield. Ben Valorheart and his team were tired and exhausted while Han Zero was on top of corpses as he remained vigilant and firm while holding his sword tightly as he continued swinging his sword in knocking and defeating soldiers out.
Rainbow Dash panted, "I don't know how long I can take this..."
"Me neither..." Applejack agreed.
Pinkie Pie nodded, "We have to get out of here now!"
Ben groaned, "We're not leaving without Han! I don't care if history says it. I'm gonna make sure Aunt Luna never turned into Nightmare Moon."
Overheard of his friends' conversation, Han Zero was shocked yet confuse of their conversation. May not understand what does Princess Luna has to do with him, he refused to let them risked everything for his sake.
"Everyone, go! Retreat!" Han Zero ordered firmly, causing Ben Valorheart confuse and concern. He sighed, "Ben, tell Luna - I'm sorry and I'd always love her."
"Wh-what?" Ben asked in confusion before his eyes opened wide in shock and concern, "No! No! Don't!"
Han Zero took the spear and thrown it straight to the ceiling in bringing the rocks down. Ben Valorheart, Applejack, Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie jumped to the back at once before the rocks dropped on them while close the entrance. They all coughed heavily while recovering from injuries. They turned and looked at closed entrance.
"What the hay would he do that?!" Rainbow Dash asked angrily.
Applejack groaned, "He's saving us, even though we want to saved him!"
"We've gotta help him now!" Ben Valorheart exclaimed in concern, "We can't let him died!"
Ben Valorheart was about to dig but held and stopped by Pinkie Pie, who shook her head sadly. She sighed, "No matter what we do, history don't let us like stopping Seekcurse. I don't think this is gonna be any different. I'm sorry, Ben."
Ben Valorheart's eyes were wide in shock and disbelief, "No..."
Ben Valorheart and his team turned and looked through the a hole of crumbling rocks. They witnessed the exhausted and tired Han Zero stood still firmly while looking at the event. Arrowhead approached Han Zero while armed with his sword. The rebel general looked at the eyes of imperial general with his firm eyes.
"You're truly powerful warrior, Commander Han Zero. I salute you..."
Han Zero sighed while nodded slowly. Arrowhead screamed as he raised his sword up and slashed on commander's torso from top to down. Han Zero gave his last breathe as he closed his eyes. Ben and his team were in shock but pained and despaired to see it.
Ben Valorheart hissed in anger, "Damn it! Damn it! I failed..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Imperial Main Camp, Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger have returned and brought the elixir as well. Both Imperial Soldiers and Dragon Desert Riders were resting and recovering from injuries. Rarity and Fluttershy approached and assisted Dr. Phoenix and his medic in healing and helping the injured ones. They even whispered and informed them of important information.
Azure Phoenix and Claw Tiger entered the main camp as they presented and passed the elixir to Prince Shine. They then leave the camp at once. Twilight Sparkle, Nyx, Spike and even Danny with his camera sneaked into the camp as they witnessed the event. They watched Prince Shine showed the elixir to his father, along with Seekcurse and Prime Minister Excel Con.
"Father, they did it," Prince Shine said proudly and relief, "You'll be healed again!"
Emperor Qin Wang Di nodded while coughed heavily, "Good. Please, give me now!"
"But first, you must drink water, my lord. You were thirsty and exhausted after a long journey to come here," Prime Minister Excel Con said.
Both the Emperor and Prince Shine nodded. Seekcurse passed the drinks to them. As they drank slowly and calmly, they suddenly felt shock and pain in their throat. They dropped their cups while screaming in pain and shock. Prince Spoiled Runt entered the scene while watching the event.
"Wh-What is going on?!" Prince Shine demanded in pain.
Emperor Qin Wang Di coughed heavily before looked at his ministers, "What have you done?!"
Seekcurse smirked as he drank all of elixir into himself, "To ensure our control of power and dynasty. Rust in peace, your highnesses. Everything is in order."
Emperor Qin Wang Di groaned in pain, "Y-you! You! You will pay for this! BLAH!"
Emperor Qin Wang Di spitted the blood out from his mouth before falling to the ground hard. Prince Shine coughed heavily while spilling blood out as well. Both were dead. Three witnesses smirked darkly in looking at it. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked at each other and nodded firmly before they left the camp.
"All is done," Excel Con said in relief.
Prince Spoiled Runt sighed, "Good. Everything is mine now. I can do whatever I want."
"Yes, you do that," Seekcurse said in amusement, "Now to inform the public."
Seekcurse, Excel Con and even Prince Spoiled exited the camp to make announcement. Instead of announcing, the Imperial Military Army shouted and demanded in anger and disbelief about what have they done to the Emperor. They panicked in fear and worry about it.
"H-How?!" Seekcurse asked in shock. He gasped, "Of course! I should have known! My plans has failed! Damn you! Westerns!"
The soldiers shouted and protested in anger against Seekcurse and his accomplices of the crimes they committed. Twilight Sparkle and her friends sighed in relief as they managed to prevent both Seekcurse and his accomplices from rising to powers but the cost was heavy to pay...
--------------------------------------------
"With Seekcurse and his accomplices have been exposed, the will of the Emperor has all been destroyed. Both ministers and military have no choice but to make a new decision for the fate of dynasty and his heir. Thus, Royal Sisters are freed and allowed to return home. However, at the cost of this - Commander Han Zero was slain. And the Land of Ma will soon thrown into chaos again..."
A week has passed, Twilight Sparkle and her friends watched and witnessed Royal Sisters, Wolverine Thrust, Azure Phoenix and his children, and the Imperial Army were paying their respects to their fallen ally's tombstone - Han Zero. With it, everyone left except Royal Sisters, Wolverine Thrust, Azure Phoenix and his children.
Princess Luna sobbed tearfully as he held the tombstone tightly, "Han! Han! How could this has happen?! I should have been there! I should have! Damn it! Why?! Why is this happening?!" Princess Celestia was about to pat her. She turned and screamed at her older sister, "WHY?! WHY must he died?! WHY?!"
Princess Celestia held and hugged her younger sister, "I'm sorry, Luna. I'm truly sorry. He loves you and wants you to live."
"But I... I can't live without him!"
"I know. But lived for him and others. It's what he wanted. Don't sacrificed your life because he's gone. He wouldn't want it."
Princess Luna thought carefully before sighed in defeat, "Very well. I'll do it. For Han."
"Good," Princess Celestia patted her younger sister's back gently, "Let's go home..."
Everyone has been gathered at the Great Wall's entrance where Royal Sisters were being picked up and escorted by Mystic-Equestria Soldiers, who were sent by Mystic Avatar and Princess Lauren after they received latest news.
"So, this is it..." Azure Phoenix said painfully while holding his children, "We will never see you again."
Princess Celestia sobbed, "Won't you come with me? You'll be safe from danger. We both can finally be together. We'll both finally married and have family again."
"You know I can't. I must stay here to take care of kingdom. Without the Emperor, it's chaos. If I died, I need someone to lead and look after my home."
"Will I see you all again?"
"Maybe... Take care of yourself. And I've always love you..."
"Me too..." Princess Celestia turned and kissed all of her children's foreheads, "Mummy will always love you four. She always do. Don't forget about me, my children..."
Both Princess Celestia and Azure Phoenix shared the long and passionate kiss together. Princess Luna and Wolverine had the chats.
"Please, take care. Luna. Whatever happens. My brother will always be with you." Wolverine said calmly.
Princess Luna nodded sadly, "I know. Thank you. Please, take care."
Wolverine bowed, "Take care, my lady."
Danny groaned, "This stinks..."
Molly nodded, "No fair..."
"There's nothing we can do now," Megan said in concern and shame, "We have to home now."
Both Royal Sisters and William Siblings got into carriages, Mystic-Equestria Soldiers guided and escorted them back to home now. Wolverine Thrust, Azure Phoenix and his children watched them travelling back to their land safely. Twilight Sparkle and her friends watched the event as they couldn't help but feel sad and pain in watching it.
"Should we go after them?" Spike asked in concern.
Ben Valorheart nodded, "I have to make sure they're okay."
Twilight Sparkle shook her head, "I don't think we can." Everyone looked at her. She continued, "We're still in Three Kingdoms of Ma Chapter. And besides, Celestia and Luna will be safe once they reached to Equestria. Nothing bad happen to them."
"How can you be sure?" Applejack asked.
"I don't," Twilight Sparkle answered, "But I do know one thing - the real war is about to begin..."
Phobos groaned, "Oh great..."
To be Continued...
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		Chapter 7: Tyranny through Chaos



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master
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Chapter 7: Tyranny through Chaos

Narrator narrated, "June 30th, 150 A.E., the First Emperor and his heir were both poisoned and assassinated by Second Prince Spoiled Runt, Prime Minister Excel Con and Head of Eunuchs Seekcurse. However, their action has been exposed by the Western Ponies. Thus, the will of the Emperor has been removed and eradicated. Concubine Yang and Concubine Yue, but known as Princess Celestia and Princess Luna were freed. They have been sent and returned to their home safely, along with their allies."
Prince Spoiled Runt, Seekcurse and Prime Minister Excel Con poisoned the first Emperor and his heir by drinking tea. However thanks to Danny in taking pictures and his sisters spreading rumors to the military, three of them have been exposed. All the documents and wills written by the First Emperor have been eradicated and burnt, to ensure that none of them is forged by the murderers and traitors.
In July 3rd, Princess Celestia and Princess Luna have been sent and returned to home safely, along with their human allies.
"However, long past its peak, the Qin Dynasty has nowhere to go but down. It lost the last vestiges of its authority and influence due to the action of Prince Spoiled Runt, Excel Con and even Seekcurse. Without the heir or leader of the empire, the land will be thrown back to chaos again..."
Within the Imperial Court, military officers and ministers argued with each other of what they can do to help the dynasty especially dealing with the traitors/
"Nevertheless, Chief Commander of the Qin Dynasty Army has made a bold move. A move that will help him to not only restore the order and power of the kingdom, but taking vengeance for his deceased brother..."
--------------------------------------------
1st August 150 A.E.,
At the Imperial Court, both generals and ministers have been gathered and stood before the throne chamber. The soldiers held Prime Minister Excel Con to the ground. Wolverine Thrust, Azure Phoenix, Claw Tiger and even Noble Guild were standing before both of Emperor's sons. However, Seekcurse was nowhere to be found or seen.
Prince Spoiled Runt shivered and quivered in fear and concern while Prince Mild Goody remained calm and firm. They all wondered of what's going to happen next.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were hiding behind the throne chamber as they were listening to the event.
"Wow... This is serious," Applejack said in concern.
Fluttershy hissed, "Do you think everything will be fine? I hate to think of the worst."
"Well, things are about to get ugly," Twilight Sparkle said in concern.
Spike groaned, "You just have to say that."
Wolverine Thrust held the tray of both the emperor's hat and Imperial Seal while looking at his allies and nobles. He took a deep breathe before released it.
"Two months ago, as you know the tragedy death of the Emperor and his true heir especially my brother's sacrifice, due to three traitors plotting a conspiracy against them," Wolverine Thrust said firmly and darkly as he turned and glared at Prime Minister Excel Con. Spoiled Runt looked down in shame and fear. He cleared his throat as he turned to Spoiled Runt, "But nevertheless, we will follow our ancient tradition of heritage. And therefore, Prince Spoiled Runt shall take his place as the second ruler of Qin Dynasty - Emperor Gao!"
As the fanfare sounded proudly, everyone quickly bowed to the ground. Wolverine Thrust approached to nervous and scared Prince Spoiled Runt, who quivered and shivered. He placed the hat on the young prince's head before passing the Imperial Seal to him.
"Follow my lead. And you'll be spared..." Wolverine Thrust said darkly. This gives the chill to the young emperor. As Chief Commander moved away, he bowed to the ground, "Long live the Emperor of Ma!"
"Long live the Emperor! Long live the Emperor! Long live the Emperor!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard it as they were in surprise and shock by it.
"Wow... After everything that brat has done, Wolverine is gonna let that him take over?" Rainbow Dash asked in surprise and shock.
Rarity nodded, "But wouldn't that let Spoiled Runt to do everything he wants?"
"Not what he did last two months," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "As long he fears of Wolverine Thrust, there's nothing he can do but obey his general. This gives Wolverine a chance to kill two birds with one stone."
"You mean three birds with one stone?" Pinkie Pie asked playfully. Everyone looked at her oddly. She shrugged, "What? We're talking about the same ponies, right?"
Wolverine Thrust turned and glared at Prime Minister Excel Con. He dragged the former prime minister, all the way out of throne room. He gestured two soldiers straight to the palace square, where both soldiers and peasants have been gathered. The soldiers held and blocked the peasants from moving or charging out. Both ministers and military were standing on the palace's ground while the Emperor Gao and his younger brother were in front of them as they witnessed the execution event.
The soldiers held Excel Con to the ground before the decapitation stone stand. The executioner was cleaning his scimitar with both clean water and cloth. Wolverine Thrust stood before everyone. He held the scroll as he began reading it.
"Excel Con and his accomplices have been found guilty of the assassination on our beloved emperor, his heir and Commander Han Zero," Wolverine Thrust said dryly and firmly, "His sentence - death!"
The peasants and soldiers booed at the former Prime Minister. The generals and ministers remained calm and firm as they watched the event. Emperor Gao quivered and shivered in fear of watching the event. Mild Goody remained silent.
Wolverine Thrust approached to Excel Con while glaring at him, "Do you have anything to say?"
Excel Con groaned, "If I had known about the futile plot, then I wouldn't have gone that far. But I am still loyal to the dynasty till the end."
"But you betray all of us and murdered three important people of this land. There is no redemption for you now..."
"Then, I accept my punishment."
The executioner was about to approach. He was stopped by Wolverine Thrust, who took his scimitar. The Chief Commander approached to Excel Con. The former Prime Minister remained calm as he kneed to the ground. Wolverine Thrust held the scimitar up while glaring at his enemy. With his yell, he swung his in decapitating Excel Con.
With Excel Con's death, everyone cheered wildly and proudly of the traitor's death. Emperor Gao looked sacred and sick as he gave a throw-up on the ground.
"One traitor down," Wolverine Thrust said firmly and calmly, "One more and his nine loyalists to go! All civilians return home and do not come out. In the name of the Emperor, find and hunt them down. But remember, Seekcurse is mine to take! Now go!"
The military officers and soldiers cheered wildly and firmly. They all spread out as they began searching and hunting down on Seekcurse and his remaining loyalists. The peasants quickly returned to home at once while avoiding the conflict. The Imperial Guards guided and led the Emperor and his brother returned to the throne chamber at once.
With everyone left the area, Twilight Sparkle and her friends teleported to the palace square.
"That was nasty," Spike said uneasily.
Rainbow Dash nodded, "Tell me about it. What's next?"
"Let's follow and watch," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "But don't get yourself caught by everyone else especially our enemies."
"Actually, this is a perfect chance to end Seekcurse," Ben said firmly. Everyone looked at him. He continued, "Think about it. Without him, he won't cause problems in present especially Three Kingdoms of Ma. And of course, Starlight Glimmer can easily be convinced during time travel."
"Now you mention it, it's a great idea," Twilight Sparkle commented.
"It is!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed, "After all, without Seekcurse, then we have no point of remaking Season 5 Finale!"
Though annoyed by Pinkie Pie's random, everyone nodded in agreement about the plan. Twilight Sparkle headed off while leading them as they watched the event now.
--------------------------------------------
In hidden room, Seekcurse gathered his remaining loyal allies as they were discussing and chatting of their next plans. Wolverine Thrust has gone berserk and led his army for ponyhunt on them now.
"We'll be dead soon if we don't escape now!" First Eunuch said in concern.
Second Eunuch nodded, "Yes. We cannot stay here anymore."
Third Eunuch screamed in fear, "What are we gonna do now?!"
"Calm down, brothers," Seekcurse calmed his accomplices, "We're still alive and not dead. We still have the chance."
"Chance?! What chance?! There is no chance!" Four Eunuch exclaimed frantically, "We're finished! We're done!"
"I agree. We won't have the chance to defeat Wolverine Thrust now," Fifth Eunuch said in concern.
Sixth Eunuch scoffed, "You think? Our plan is ruined! No thanks to Western."
Seventh Eunuch sighed, "It's nice knowing you all. It looks like the end."
Seekcurse groaned, "It's not over, fools! We're going with one last gambit that will save our skin for good."
"What do you propose?" Eighth Eunuch asked.
Ninth Eunuch hummed, "Let's hope it's not suicide. I'm not ready for this."
"It will be," Seekcurse said calmly and firmly, "We must terminate and kill Wolverine Thrust. Without him, his soldiers will be useless. This will be our only chance to get the emperor now and regain the power over the empire."
As Seekcurse smirked darkly, his allies remained uncertain and uneasy about it but nevertheless, they will go with it to survive...
--------------------------------------------
Wolverine Thrust and his main army searched far and wide across the Imperial City of Ma Lou Yang. And so far, they haven't found Ten Eunuchs yet. But nevertheless, they will not stop until they found and executed the traitors especially Wolverine Thrust as he was driven in anger of taking revenge on them.
As the army continued marching and searching of the traitors, Wolverine Thrust stopped as he turned to an abandoned warehouse. He took 10 soldiers with him as they entered it. As they did, the door immediately closed down at once. They quickly armed with their weapons. Three eunuchs came out as they armed with their swords. Joining them is some bandits and assassins.
"Afraid to fight me as usual," Wolverine Thrust remarked dryly. He huffed as he armed with his sword, "Nevertheless, I'm gonna get answer from you all. Even it means death!"
"Get him!" First Eunuch exclaimed in anger.
Eunuchs and their hired soldiers charged and attacked Wolverine Thrust and his ten soldiers. The soldiers battled with the bandits and assassins fiercely and relentlessly. As for Wolverine Thrust, the general has swiftly taken care of three eunuchs at ease.
And just before they could take a break, one of his soldiers got hit by an arrow. Wolverine Thrust and his soldiers armed and readied to fight. More arrows coming out from walls as they hit and struck at them. They quickly blocked and deflected the arrows. But five of them got hit and died. After the firing arrows have been stopped, two more eunuchs and their bandits and assassins charged in and attacked them head.
Wolverine Thrust and his soldiers fought and killed the bandits and assassins relentlessly and furiously. However, his soldiers got killed in the fight. And only the Chief Commander survived, but he sustained heavy injuries and wounds after the fight. Two eunuchs were in shock and fear as they were about to escape but instead, Wolverine Thrust decapitated them at once.
The Chief Commander escaped the warehouse barely before fall to the ground. Azure Phoenix and his allies spotted him as they quickly approached and checked on him. They all shouted and pleaded him to be alive.
Wolverine Thrust groaned in pain, "Find them... Kill them all... Avenge me and my brother!"
With his last breathe, Wolverine Thrust lost his will to live. His army cried and sobbed tearfully as they moaned for him.
Azure Phoenix hissed in anger, "They will pay for this."
"I agree, old friend," Noble Guild said calmly, "We must slay the rest of Ten Eunuchs especially Seekcurse. Find them now! Find them now! Bring them to justice now!"
Everyone nodded in agreement as they all split up, search and hunt the eunuchs down across the Imperial City at once. And whoever sided with their enemies, the military will kill and destroy them.
--------------------------------------------
Seeing the event, Twilight Sparkle and her friends; in their armors now, continued walking across the city and palace in search of the eunuchs. They're now at the palace garden.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "As if this isn't enough troubles, we can't find Seekcurse!"
"It's like a maze here!" Rarity said in concern, "At this rate, we'll never stop Seekcurse in time!"
"Don't remind me," Fluttershy said uneasily, â€œWe have to find and stop them before they cause some troubles."
SCREAM! Twilight Sparkle and her friends heard of it. They headed straight to the secondary garden, where they saw more assassins slain and killed. Not only them, two eunuchs were killed. Only one of them survived as he was shivering and quivering in fear. A eunuch was looking at two ponies, who were still armed with their weapons.
"Wait! Wait! Please, spare me!" Eighth Eunuch pleaded, "Money? Power? You may take whatever you-!"
STOMP! Everyone yelped by that noise. This caused a eunuch to run as well. Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped in shock and surprise as they came to face one of their enemies - a black pony worn a demonic armor and dark demonic helmet with two long crimson feathers-like strings while his cutie mark is a halberd, was armed with a demonic halberd. Besides him was a gray Doctor Whooves's Appearance with mustache and beard worn a general armor armed with a sword.
"Devil Destroyer?!" Everyone asked in shock and concern.
Spike gulped, "That's not good!"
"Why does it have to be him?!" Phobos asked in concern.
"Who are you?" Devil Destroyer demanded firmly. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were concerned as they have no idea of what to do. He groaned, "Whatever. This bores me."
"Behave yourself, son!" Dr Whooves Incarnation scolded Devil Destroyer. It surprised Twilight Sparkle and her friends about him being related to Devil Destroyer. He turned to them. He bowed humbly, "You'd have to forgive him. He enjoys battles since I trained him. Where are my manners?! My name is Nabu. It's an honor to meet you."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed down while introduced to them.
Nabu sighed, "It's great to have you here now. Unfortunately, our chief commander has been slain." Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped. He continued, "And now we must avenge him by destroying the rebels once and for all."
"It's a waste of time," Devil Destroyer remarked dryly.
"Watch your mouth, son! Expelling the eunuchs is a great service to the Imperial Court."
"And I care because?"
"You are my adopted son, Devil Destroyer. It is your honorably duty to serve the Emperor, and me as well."
Devil Destroyer groaned, "Fine. I plan on bringing a swift end to all of this nonsense. Don't get in my way!"
Nabu nodded, "Then, let us go now! The safety of Imperial Court is a paramount above all else!"
"My lord!" The messenger arrived at the scene. He bowed down, "I bring grave news. Seekcurse and his remaining eunuchs have kidnapped the Emperor and his brothers! They're planning to escape."
"Not if we stop them first! Do you know where they are?" Nabu said firmly. The messenger shook his head. He sighed, "Nevertheless, we'll do what we can to save them! Forward!"
Nabu headed off, followed by Devil Destroyer. Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed them at once while keeping an eye on their enemy, specifically Devil Destroyer.
"I can't believe that Devil Destroyer has an adopted father," Fluttershy said in concern.
Ben nodded, "I don't believe it either."
"You think we can trust him?" Nyx asked, "I don't believe he cares for anything but himself and the fight."
"Believe me, Nyx. I don't trust him." Twilight Sparkle said firmly, "But we should keep an eye on him if he ever try to be funny."
Rainbow Dash nodded, "If he does, I'm gonna kick his flank for betraying us."
--------------------------------------------
Seekcurse and his loyalists managed to move Emperor Gao and his younger brother to the back of the palace. They all packed everything up into the carriage. They all are ready to move out.
"Everything is ready, Lord Seekcurse," Ninth Eunuch said calmly, "We're ready to go now!"
Eight Eunuch nodded, "Yeah! The enemies are upon us!"
"Alright. We're going! To Ma Xi An Palace," Seekcurse said calmly, "It's the perfect place to restore our control and power."
"But I'm still emperor?" Emperor Gao asked in concern.
Seekcurse smiled while patted Emperor Gao's head gently, "Don't worry, my lord. You're still the Emperor. I'll handle the matters."
"Thank you. Let's get out of here now!"
Seekcurse nodded in agreement. With the emperor and his brother inside the carriage, he then quickly moved and led them and his loyalist out at once. As they marched stealthily and quietly, they tried to avoid fighting with the Imperial Army.
Minutes passed, Seekcurse and his escapees have escaped Ma Lou Yang. And now, they're now on their way out. However, they were stopped by the large army of Diamond Dogs. Captain Cruez approached to the front while armed with his sword.
"Ah, Captain Cruez, thank goodness you're here," Seekcurse said in relief, "Now, let us go now! Take us to Ma Xi An now!"
"No... You're not going anywhere," Cruez said dryly.
Eight Eunuch groaned, "How dare you speak against us?! Do you have any idea of who you're dealing with, you useless p-?!"
Unfortunately, Captain Cruez decapitated the eight one. This surprised and shocked the eunuchs. The Diamond Dog warlord turned and glared at them.
"W-What the hell are you doing?!" Seekcurse demanded in anger, "You're suppose to help us! How dare you?!"
Captain Cruez huffed, "I served no one! I am a Warlord. No! I am Prime Minister of Ma from now on! I'm here to take the Emperor back now!" He growled, "As my first order, get them now!"
Diamond Dog Army howled and roared wildly as they all charged at the last two remaining eunuchs and their army. Close to their targets, Diamond Dog Army jumped and pounded them to the ground. The humanoid dogs began clawed, strike and even shred them to pieces, including the last eunuch.
While Emperor Gao and younger brother were quivering and shivering in fear, Seekcurse decided to abandon them and escape for his life. With all of his targets have been dealt with, Captain Cruez turned his attention to his targets. He chuckled in amusement.
"Please, don't hurt me!" Emperor Gao pleaded.
Mildy Good sighed, "Look, whatever is it you want, you'll be rewarded. But in-return, I want none of us to be harm. Do you accept the order?"
"Ah... What a smart kid you are," Cruez said in amusement. He scoffed, "Very well. I accept it." He turned to his warriors, "Come, let us take them back to the palace now. My new position awaits me! The Prime Minister is coming home!"
The Diamond Dog Army cheered wildly. Captain Cruez headed to the front as he guided and led both of his army and carriage back to the palace now.
--------------------------------------------
At the Imperial Throne; Nabu and his army have cleared the area while getting rid of all bandits and assassins within the building. They even searched and looked around for Emperor Gao and his brother. So far, they found nothing until they heard some noise. They turned to the entrance as they found Cruez and Diamond Dogs entered the throne chamber while bringing Emperor Gao and his younger brother in.
Emperor Gao sat down on his Imperial Throne Chair while his younger brother stood besides with him. The generals and their army stood before them.
"Aah. Emperor Gao is safe! And we even put down the rebellion against the Qin," Nabu said proudly and firmly, "From this day forth, I ask that you join me in supporting the cause of our noble Emperor. That is the-!"
"You idiot! You still don't get it?!" Cruez said dryly as he turned back to Nabu. He continued before turning back to the Emperor, "The land is in chaos. What do you think can fix that?"
Nabu remained firm yet concern about the Diamond Dog Captain. He has some suspicious on him.
Cruez continued while clenched his paws tightly, "It's power. Power is what forces the opponents to kneel before you. That is the path to conquering the land."
"Such greed and villainy," Nabu exclaimed in shock yet anger. He turned to Devil Destroyer, "My son! This Diamond Dog is a threat to the rule of the Qin and everything we stand for! Kill him! Kill him at once!"
Surprise and amazed of hearing the name, Cruez turned to Devil Destroyer, "So, you're the one they call Devil Destroyer." He chuckled in amusement, "You should leave the fool, and join me as my adopted son instead."
"What makes you think of that?" Devil Destroyer asked suspiciously.
Cruez smirked, "You and I are a lot alike, no? I want you to wield your considerable might by my side."
Devil Destroyer hummed thoughtfully. Nabu was in shock and concern of watching the event. He was angered as he shouted and demanded his son to kill Cruez at once.
"Well, what is your answer?" Cruez asked calmly.
After some thinking, Devil Destroyer turned to Nabu as he gave his former adopted father a powerful slash. Nabu screamed in pain as he fell to his back on ground to death. Devil Destroyer turned to Cruez.
"I'm with you. Do not disappoint me."
Cruez smirked and laughed in amusement, "Don't worry. You'll get the chance." He turned to Emperor Gao and Mild Goody, "But now, let's deal with some policy adjustment."
Both Emperor Gao and Mildy Good quivered and shivered in fear as they don't really like the idea now.
Unknown to them, Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard the event from behind doors of Imperial Throne Chamber. They were in shock and concern.
"Damn him! Devil Destroyer just join his side!" Rainbow Dash remarked dryly, "I'd say we take him down now!"
Applejack held Rainbow Dash, "Wow, there! Think about it. If we can't beat him in our present, what makes you think we can beat in the past?"
"She has the point. He is scary and monstrous," Fluttershy said in concern.
"Then, what are we supposed to do?" Spike asked in concern, "We can't do nothing."
Twilight Sparkle hummed, "Time can tell, Spike. Time can tell. If we change it a bit now, history may not change or did something unexpected back on its track. Let's just be alert and weary of the situation for now..."
--------------------------------------------
"His name is Cruez, a former captain became a brutal warlord feared far and wide. And with Devil Destroy as both his adopted son and general, nothing can touch or harm him."
Proud and happy of his position as Prime Minister, Cruez stood before military officers and even ministers, who were forced to bow down before him. Standing besides him was Devil Destroyer, who was keeping an eye on the situation.
"Not only has he declared himself as the Prime Minister, but also forced the second Emperor to abdicate and executed him. Thus, Mild Goody inherit the throne as the Third Emperor - Emperor Xian. And thus, Cruez has began abusing his power! And once again, the land has thrown into chaos..."
Cruez forced Spoiled Runt to abdicated and got executed. He placed Mild Goody on throne as Third Emperor. With everything under his control, Cruez abused his powers for money, mares and even power while terrorizing and scaring the innocent citizens.
-------------------------------------------
September 150 A.E.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were walking across the Imperial City as they witnessed ponies and other creatures suffering and begging for help. Diamond Dogs terrorized and intimidating them to pay taxes and ensure none of them to try and defy them.
"I can't believe it. This... This is terrible." Fluttershy whimpers in sadness at this sight.
"It's like watching the Storm King and his pals terrorized Equestria all over again, and that's saying a lot!" Phobos exclaims in disgust.
"At least then, that happened in the present and we can stop it!" Nyx exclaims with a deep frown of disgust.
"Twilight, isn't there something we can do?" Spike ask his mother, trembling in worry. There must be something they could do!
"I wish I know. But knowing Narrator, he won't let us do it." Twilight said with a groan as she shakes her head.
"Right, it isn't that simple." Ben said to Spike, agreeing with Twilight. "We must abide by the laws here."
Pinkie looks up to the narrator as she pouts, "Hey, Mr. Michael! Can't you let us help these ponies?! This isn't funny of not helping!"
"I'm afraid you cannot. There will be consequences for you to face. I advice you be patient and wait for the right time."
"Seriously? We have to go through all that?" Rarity ask dryly.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "I don't know if he really cares or not. This is really sickening for doing nothing!"
"Rainbow Dash, he's the Narrator of the Book. He kept the records of all history. I sincerely doubt he would tell us what to do to make things better." Twilight points out to Rainbow sternly.
"She does have the point. I mean think about Seekcurse. We didn't think that Icky Cook was meant to be Seekcurse. No telling what kind of secrets that Narrator's hiding from us." Applejack remarks in agreement with Twilight as well, pointing out of them thinking that Icky Cook wasn't Seekcurse before.
"So, all we can do is watch." Rarity sighs in regret.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Afraid so..."
Suddenly without warning, a Diamond Dog Captain appeared and growled to the newcomers, "Hey, peasant! Pay up the tax! Or else, you'll be executed!"
"Is that a threat?" Rainbow snaps at the captain in annoyance. She didn't take the Diamond Dogs' crap back home and she won't here!
More of the Diamond Appears as a second one growl, "Bloody Ass Pony! Just pay up already! You're here to obey Prime Minister!"
"Hey, watch that language, buster! There's a kid here!" Pinkie exclaims in alarm pointing out that Nyx is nearby. She is too young to hear that language!
"Right, never use language around my daughter!" Ben exclaims sternly, preparing to fight if the Diamond Dogs wanted to cause trouble.
"So, so do us a favor, get lost, stupid head before we kick your tail!" Phobos exclaims with a mean growl that he can give for a small Moon Dragon.
Diamond Dog #3 taunts in amusement, "Ooh! I'm so scared. Here's my next word - #%$# You!"
Rainbow Dash kicked Diamond Dog's face hard as she screams, "That's for using bad words at us, punk!"
The Diamond Dog Captain growled furiously at the assault, "You'll regret for doing that! Get them!"
The Diamond Dogs roared wildly as they all charged and attacked the ponies. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were not amused and annoyed.
"They really ask for this. Let's teach them a lesson!" Applejack exclaims sternly. The book told them not to get in the way, but defending themselves is another story!
"Right, these ruffians need to be taught some matters!" Rarity scoffs in determination as she waves her hooves up.
"Err, come on?" Fluttershy ask in determination yet meekly, preparing to fight them herself.
And just before Diamond Dogs could do anything, Twilight Sparkle and her friends charged and engaged with them fiercely.
Twilight Sparkle, Rarity and Nyx fired their magical spells on them. Ben Valorheart swung his Master Sword at them. Rainbow Dash and Applejack punched and kicked them off. Pinkie Pie fired her Party Canon at them. Fluttershy gave them 'The Stare'. Spike and Phobos gave the Dragon Flame at them.
Diamond Dogs were defeated and beaten up badly. They all groaned, moaned and whined in pain.
Diamond Dog Captain groaned, "You'll regret this, you son of a-!"
BONK! Diamond Dog Captain got his head hit by a pan. Diamond Dogs quickly grabbed and dragged their leaders away at once.
"You'd better watch it!" Pinkie growls as she puts down her pan that she used to hit the captain with. That will teach him to be mean and a pottymouth!
"Hey, everyone, come out. We chased those jerks off." Rainbow calls out to everyone in hiding. These folks got to come out, now that their tormentators are gone! However, no one emerged from their home while a few preferred not to be bothered and ran away from the scene. "Seriously? They're still scared."
"Rainbow Dash, Cruez is Prime Minister. If he treat them poorly, none will dare to challenge him. It's understandable that they're still scared." Rarity reasons to Rainbow. The folks here are too scared of Cruz to come out to even thank the ones who helped them.
"Isn't there anything we can do to help?" Fluttershy ask in sadness. She doesn't want these folks to live on in fear like this.
"Afraid not, girls. Afraid not..." Twilight said with a groan of regret. The group just got to watch.
And that's why history stinks at times here.
And just before Twilight Sparkle and her friends could head off, somepony gave a slap on Rainbow Dash's flank. And at the same time, she was being pushed aside. The rainbow colored mane pony yelped as she checked on herself.
"Huh?! What the-?! My bits!" Rainbow gasps, somepony has stolen her bits. The mare looked up and found a younger filly was running off. She groaned "Why you?! Come back here!"
Rainbow Dash gave chase on the thief. Twilight Sparkle and her friends gave followed them.
For half an hour, Rainbow Dash was still chasing after the thief. Close to her target she jumped and slammed the thief to the ground as they both rolled around. They then slammed straight on the walls hard. Both of them groaned in pain.
Rainbow Dash groaned as she got up and grabbed the bag of her bits.
"Okay, punk! You've got some explaining to-!" Suddenly Rainbow gasped as she saw who the thief is. "It can't be!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends arrived as well. Before they could ask, they all gasped of they were looking at. She was a pre-teenage cyan Pegasus Pony with navy mane with streaks of light greenish and aquamarine in ponytail and tail, and her cutie mark is Water Symbol with black tiger claws.
"Aqua... Stroke..." Rainbow said in shock, recovering from the revelation. This filly looks like her mentor from back home, only smaller!
"Is that really Aquastroke?" Nyx ask, peeking at the filly in question. "She looks almost my age."
"Oh! She could be a super duper little filly!" Pinkie exclaims happily as she bounces up and again a bit, making her friends roll their eyes at this.
"Hiya Aqua!" Phobos exclaims, waving to the filly in question.
"Y-you know my name? H-how?!" Aquastroke ask in shock and alarm. These newcomers somehow knew who she was, but how? She has never stole from them before!
Rainbow Dash hissed in realization, "I-uh... I heard rumors! That's all!" That's right, the heroes of Equestria hasn't met Aquastroke yet!
Twilight Sparkle dryly ask, "Really?" That's the best she could come up with?
Rainbow Dash whispered, "What else am I supposed to say? I can't tell her like I know you because you're my coach that teach me everything about sports! That would freak her out."
"Of course not. You need to tell her about what rumors. She doesn't know it."
Aquastroke somehow overheard what they said and spoke up to their surprise, "Of course, I know! You were talking me being adopted by Tiger Clan! A lot of ponies talk about that."
"Uh... Right... That would be the one." Twilight said quickly in a moment that said "sure, let's go with that".
Suddenly a familiar pony came in, scolding, "Aqua! There you are! Got you now, you little troublemaker." He turned to Twilight Sparkle and her friends, not recognizing them luckily, "Hey, guys. Sorry about my little sis. She likes to pick a fight or stealing."
Rainbow Dash chuckled a bit, "Don't sweat it. It's okay."
Aquastroke chuckled uneasily. Brave Tiger turned and gave a glare at her.
"Aqua, what did I told you about running off?" Brave Tiger ask his sister, making her back down meekly as if being cornered for ditching school.
Aquastroke gulped, "I'm sorry, big brother. I just wanna look around."
Brave Tiger groaned, "Yeah. You should have stick with me especially when we're still in the Imperial City. Don't want you to get into trouble again."
"I promised I won't do it again."
Brave Tiger groaned, "You'd better."
"Ah... Mr. Brave Tiger, how did you find and adopt her?" Fluttershy ask Brave Tiger, getting his attention.
This made Brave Tiger give the heroes an odd look. Ben quickly jumps in, "Well, we've heard how you adopted her, so how a tough guy like you get to be her guardian?"
"Right, what kind of story do you got for us?" Pinkie ask as she got out some popcorn and some soda from out of nowhere. Don't ask.
Brave Tiger sighed, "It's everyday I get to give story. This happens after the rebellion. We were on our way home to Wuhu River but we stumbled upon on this little kiddo. She kinda stole from Courage Tiger."
Rainbow Dash laughed in amusement, "I can look at the looks of Courage Tiger. He was so pissed and angry that he wanna kills her. But she always gets away from it."
Brave Tiger chuckled a bit, "Got that right. So, Courage gave chase while me and Tigress followed him. Aqua sure got some mad tiger skills and spirit. In getting away from everything we've got for her. When we came to her home, we learned what happen to them. Turns out her family were killed during the Yellow Scarf Rebellion."
"Oh my Equestria!" Rarity gasps at this information, looking horrified.
"Dude, not cool!" Spike exclaims angrily and in disgust. Once again, another pony made orphan by a tragic attempt.
"And I thought Applejack has it bad!" Rainbow remarks. This causes Applejack to frown as the cowpony pushes her. "Ouch! What?"
"Don't bring it up, not now!" Applejack growls at Rainbow in annoyance.
Brave Tiger sighed, "Yeah. We all feel sorry for her, even Courage. We all thought and decided to adopt her since she really got tiger spirit. My father agrees to it."
Aquastroke nodded as she exclaims. "Yeah! I am the Tiger! You've got to deal with it."
Fluttershy giggled, "She's cute..."
"Hey! I am not!"
"Oh, I dunno. Maybe someday you may meet a colt who made find you cute." Twilight teases to Aquastroke, causing her to groan in annoyance and embarrassment.
"Eeeew! Colts are gross!" Aquastroke exclaims, sticking her tongue out. This causes most of everyone to laugh in amusement by her immaturity.
"Wait until you're older, kid." Phobos remarks in glee. When Aquastroke meets Blazefist, then her mind will change in a big way!
"Anyway, thanks for not trying to deliver her to prison. It kinda breaks our heart, and even Courage." Brave Tiger said. He is relieved that the newcomers aren't planning on sending Aquastroke to prison for her little stunt.
"Really? Courage really cares for her?" Rarity ask in surprise. She finds it her hard to believe that somepony like Courage would actually care.
"Yeah. But he's shy and stubborn. But we'd better go now, otherwise my dad is gonna kill me. See ya, guys."
"Bye! I hope I'd get to see you again." Aquastroke exclaims happily and eagerly. Of course, the ponies know they will meet her again, just for the first time years later.
Brave Tiger and Aquastroke turned and headed off at once. Twilight Sparkle and her friends waved goodbye to them.
"Pretty nice, wasn't she?" Twilight ask the others with a smile as she shakes her head.
"Right, who knew Aquastroke was so like that when she was younger." Ben remarks in agreement with his love.
"Man, I sure hope we do get to meet her again." Rainbow exclaims eagerly as the group walks away. "I mean, how awesome is that?"
"Yep, but next time, keep your bits to yourself." Applejack chuckles to Rainbow, making the Pegasus give her an annoyed glare.
"Oh ha ha."
"Well, it's nice to meet Aquastroke right here, even when she isn't an experienced fighter like we know her as." Fluttershy said with a smile.
"I just hope Claw and Brave gets to live. I hate to see bad things happen to them." Rainbow remarks, fearing what could happened to those two later on in their life.
"I feel the same. But we need to deal with this problem first." Rarity said seriously, reminding her friend of the problem at hoof here.
"I agree. But question how." Twilight said as she ponders a bit.
"Join the party!" Pinkie spo0ke suddenly. Everyone glared at her. "Didn't you read the books about Three Kingdoms? Azure Phoenix joined the party about dealing with Cruez."
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Pinkie Pie... I'm gonna-!"
Twilight Sparkle gasped in realization, "No, she's right. Tonight, we join the party."
"But mummy, we weren't invited. And how do we get in?" Nyx ask her mother in concern. She's right, the heroines aren't invited to this kind of party, so it's unlikely they will get in.
"Really? Ask the Narrator? You wouldn't mind get us into the party Azure Phoenix is going to?" Spike ask, looking up to the narrator. Hopefully he will be able to get the heroes in.
Narrator sighed, "At least, someone asked nicely rather than commented badly about me."
"Hey!" Everyone protests in annoyance. Even they got to admit, that was uncalled for!
---------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends appeared in unknown resident. They then heard some noise. They headed to the living room, where they saw a group of ministers and military officers were drinking and chatting especially Azure Phoenix was among them.
"Well, this is...some party." Ben said, unsure how to comment on this kind of party.
"At least grandpa Azure is here." Nyx said, observing her grandma's ex nearby.
"Hey, who's that old pony?" Pinkie ask, spotting somepony else nearby.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked up at the old yellow unicorn pony with white short mane, tail, beard and mustache dressed purple ministry ancient robe sitting down on his seat.
"That's Minister Hopkins. He is the Minister of Healthcare. And of course, he's the father of Butterfly Dancer." Twilight explains to Pinkie on who the pony is.
Everyone gasped, "Huh?!"
"Whoa, whoa! The one who is the lover of that creep Devil Destroyer?!" Spike yelps out, knowing the connection.
"Now, Spike. She is kindhearted and isn't a creep like Devil Destroyer." Twilight reminded Spike with a sigh. "Besides, if we're lucky, she could get him out of there...
"When Dark Curse dies first." Phobos remarks with a growl, knowing that may not happened for a long time.
Minister Hopkins sighed while clapped his hooves gently in attracting ponies' attention. "Everyone, thank you for coming to my birthday. I'm... truly honored of your acceptance since we're all colleagues and friends." He sighed before continuing, "And to be honest, it isn't. I'm sorry."
Everyone looked confuse and surprise as they all chatted and wondered of what's going on and why would Minister Hopkins would be upset and sad during birthday.
"Today isn't my birthday." The minister added, making everyone gasped. Today isn't his birthday?! "I apologized for fooling you. I did it to avoid suspicious from Cruez, so we can discuss of what we can do with him."
Everyone awed while chatted in agreement about Minister Hopkins's concerns.
"After he declared himself as the Prime Minister and Guardian to our beloved Emperor, Cruez has begun abusing powers. And now, our home is in chaos and peril. All those years, we have dedicated our lives to serve under Emperor Qin Wang Di! And it's coming to the end." Minister Hopkins exclaims sternly to his allies, fearing the worst.
Everyone awed in shame and disappointment while chatted of what they really can do now. Azure Phoenix remained calm and steady.
"How shocking to hear that." Applejack exclaims in concern by this.
"It isn't his birthday?! What a rip!" Pinkie pouted angrily, causing the others to sigh at the pink pony missing the point here.
Azure chose this time to speak u, "If you worry so much, why not assassinate and dispose of him? It shouldn't be the problem, now would it?"
Everyone gasped in shock and concern.
"Whoa, kill somepony?" Rainbow whispers to her friends in shock. "Didn't that happened before and it screwed somepony over?"
"Yes, but those were bad guys, these are good guys." Fluttershy pointed out to her friend. She's right, at least the good guys getting rid of Cruz could lead to better results than before.
"Are you certain, Colonel Azure Phoenix? It's very risky when you suggest that." Minister Hopkins said sternly and concerned to his ally. To do such a task could be risky and foolish if ended wrong.
"Sometimes we must take the risk to end the chaos. If none of you will do it, then I will. I fear nothing. I will do what I must for the sake of our dynasty." Azure said seriously. He already lost a lost before: his lover Celestia is back in Equestria with Luna, all his children are far away from them, even his ally Han Zero is now dead. What else does he got left?
Ministers and military officers chatted in surprise and shock.
"Wow... Now I know why Celestia loved him." Twilight sighed happily and lovely, "He's so heroic, amazing, sweet and caring warlord."
"Yeah, and here we thought he was a stick in the mud." Applejack remarks as she and her friends make comments in shock.
"Just hope you don't try to kiss him lovely because he's my stepfather and his children are my half-siblings." Ben remarks jokingly to his love.
Twilight Sparkle whacked Ben Valorheart's head as she scowls, "Not funny, Ben."
Minister Hopkins hummed thoughtfully while nodded in understanding. He approached and took Azure Phoenix to his private chamber while leaving the guests alone to enjoy their drinks.
"You were right, Azure Phoenix. We must deal with him. But how? I sincerely doubt that Cruez allow you to enter his chamber." Minister Hopkins said seriously. Cruez will likely to be guarded, it won't be easy to get to him.
Azure Phoenix just smirked as he added, "That's the whole point. Just this morning, Cruez requested me to join him by tomorrow dawn. It's a perfect chance. But I need something special that he'd be interested of. A treasure. No. A deadly treasure."
"I believe I have one." Minister Hopkins then approaching the vault. He opened it. He took a knife, which its golden handler has seven greenish orbs like stars. "This is the Seven Star Knife. It's swift yet sharp lethal weapon to kill anyone in one strike. But I fear that the palace would be heavily guarded especially Devil Destroyer is there."
"Do not worry. I'll deal with it. I just to be calm and steady until the right moment to strike."
"In that case-" Minister Hopkins passed his Seven Star Knife to Azure Phoenix as he finishes up, "-I wish you luck, Colonel."
"For my experience, talents and abilities that helps me get this far, not luck..." Azure reminded his friend with a smile on his face. It isn't luck that bought him here, but the others that he mentioned alone.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends overhead it behind the walls.
"Azure is going to take down Twilight tomorrow at dawn." Ben whispers to the others in concern.
"Grandpa Azure must be brave...or foolish." Nyx said in agreement.
"Think he can do it?" Phobos ask in concern. Cruez isn't going to make it easier to let anyone kill him.
"If he doesn't, we'll be there to get him out." Twilight said in determination.
Narrator or no, the ponies and Dragons will help Azure out in getting him out should the assassination attempt goes south!
---------------
Late September, 150 A.E.,
Azure Phoenix and his two lieutenants - Anger and Navy Arrow were at Ma Lou Yang Palace's Guest Room. They have been summoned by Cruez for the appointment, just as they planned. Their time to assassinate him is almost time. While Azure Phoenix was sitting down on his seat and waiting, Noble Guild entered the scene as he rambled and complained in concern about the Qin Dynasty.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were eavesdropping on the conversation. They were hiding behind guest room's door.
"We said we were fighting for the good of Ma! Stallions flocked to our cause, and we claimed victory." Noble Guild said humbly and calmly while walking front and back. He hummed, "But among them were villainy like Cruez! ow, he has the ultimate power, and it seems our effort were all for naught!"
Noble Guild sighed, "I don't know if the Qin will ever be able to bring peace to this land! If only Wolverine Thrust were alive, everything will be in order especially Cruez never rise to power."
"A fine speech. Very rousing," Azure Phoenix remarked calmly while giving an applaud.
Noble Guild yelped in surprise, "Ah, yes! Well... We must stop Cruez!" He huffed as he turned and glanced at Azure Phoenix, "So, tell me, do you have any idea of how we can do it?"
"One - Assassination. Two - Call in Arms," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "I wonder which one is better."
Noble Guild hummed calmly, "Good question. But you're going to help me. You owe me. I did help you rise through ranks by spreading rumors of how good and great you are. You were once a peasant before military officer. So, you're going to help me..."
"Then, I suggest you leave here and meet me at the outskirt," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "I'll tell you my idea that will better than yours for bringing Cruez here."
Noble Guild groaned, "Fine. I did make a mistake once. Farewell."
Noble Guild turned and exited the guest room. Anger and Navy Arrow arrived and entered the room. He approached his lord to give him the message.
Anger bowed down, "My lord, Cruez wants to see you now." Azure Phoenix stood up from his seat and was about to go. He stopped his cousin, "Are you sure you can handle it?"
Azure Phoenix gave his firm looks to Anger, "Just be ready for anything."
Reluctant and unconvinced by the plans, Anger nodded in understanding as he let Azure Phoenix go now. As the colonel unicorn was heading straight to Prime Minister's private chamber, Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed him stealthily and quietly.
---------------------------------------------
Arriving and entering at private chamber, Azure Phoenix saw Cruez was playing and teasing happily with the mares and lady Diamond Dogs. Diamond Dog Guards were standing still, to patrol and guard their master.
Annoyed by the scene, Azure Phoenix ignored it while approaching to the Prime Minister before cleared his throat. Cruez stopped while turning and glancing at him.
"Oh! You've arrived," Cruez said in surprise. He cleared his throat while clapped his paws hard in making both guards and maids to move out and get themselves in position. He also quickly get up while sitting down his chair. He cleared his throat, "You'd have to forgive me for being playing with the ladies. I'd never have felt so relax with them around."
Azure Phoenix rolled his eyes before bowing down, "It's understandable, lord. You've been 'very busy' with your job, so you deserve your break."
"Either way, you must be Azure Phoenix. You made a quite name for yourself at both Yellow Scarf Rebellion and Saving the Emperor's life. What a pity that we lose two great generals to traitors."
"Yes. It was tragic day for most of us to lose three great leaders of Qin Dynasty. So, what is it your want from me."
"I can tell you have potential. Which is why you should serve me!"
"What are you planning?"
"Slaughter all who oppose us! Help me create a land in my image! A land filled with food, wine and mares! And best of all, I get an Alicorn Princess as my bride! My very own personal paradise!"
"An admirable goal you have. However, there is no room for such a world for any other than yourself. You're mistaken of one. Both Princess Celestia and Princess Luna have returned to the Equestria."
"Is that so? I heard a lavender Alicorn was here. And I was told that she and her friends were close to you and two little princesses. I want her. And of course, I'm adding white unicorn to my collection."
"And if I say no?"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were outside of the private chamber. They overheard of what Cruez has said.
Twilight Sparkle groaned, "Honestly! I'm getting sick of stallions trying to get me as their bride! No Offense, Ben."
Ben Valorheart sighed, "None taken. This never ends..."
"Me too! I just had enough of that Diamond Dog touching me!" Rarity remarked dryly, "Except the good ones."
Azure Phoenix continued chatting and discussing with Cruez, who was angered and annoyed by the former's defying him.
Cruez snarled, "You're a fool, Azure! Why?! And how dare you defy me?!"
"I have no inclination to serve another." Azure Phoenix answered firmly.
"You will regret that, Phoenix! You give me no choice to put you to death as well!"
"Not if I make my move, and here's my departing gift."
And just before Cruez could ask, Azure Phoenix levitated and unsheathed his Seven Star Sword out. He screamed in anger while charged and thrust his at the frightened and scared Diamond Dog. However, he was stopped by Devil Destroyer, who twist the latter's hoof tight in dropping knife down.
Devil Destroyer thrown him to the ground hard. Diamond Dog Guards came and held Azure Phoenix to the ground hard. Twilight Sparkle and her friends gasped in shock and concern of what they saw.
Cruez grabbed the knife while glaring at it. He snarled, "I don't know who put you up to this, but you were mad and fool to think that you can kill me." He turned and glared at Azure Phoenix, "Let me tell you something - only those who wield true strength can claim any stake in this land of chaos."
"Strength, you say?" Azure Phoenix asked dryly while glaring at Cruez, "Then, know this. It is with just such strength that one day I shall strike you down."
"Ooh? Is that so? How?" Cruez asked in amusement.
"Have friends like us!"
Cruez and his minions yelped in surprise as they looked up and found Twilight Sparkle and her friends came. They charged and knocked most of them out. Seeing his enemies distracted, Azure Phoenix quickly stomped his enemy's feet. He grabbed and jabbed his spear on Diamond Dog's guts before swung at another's neck.
Azure Phoenix turned and glared at Cruez, "Oh, another message for you. Stay away from Twilight Sparkle, dog ass!"
Azure Phoenix thrown his spear at Cruez, but cut in two by Devil Destroyer's halberd. The Colonel turned while grabbing Twilight Sparkle to run. He and his friends were running as fast as they can from their enemies.
"You shouldn't have come and follow me," Azure Phoenix said dryly.
Twilight Sparkle scoffed, "Well, too bad, I'd never good at listening to people but my mentors."
"And who will that be?"
"That's secret, Dark Magic Sifu."
"I don't get it..."
Azure Phoenix, Twilight Sparkle and her friends escaped. This annoyed and angered Cruez.
"I want every Diamond Dog Guards and Sentries to get and capture those traitors now!" Cruez exclaimed in anger, "Or else, everyone of you are off with your heads!"
With response, Devil Destroyer and the Diamond Dogs charged and gave chase after their enemies at once. Cruez was still angered by betrayal and assassination.
---------------------------------------------
Anger and Navy Arrow were waiting Ma Lou Yang outside for Azure Phoenix. They all wondered if everything has gone according to their plans.
"You think he's okay?" Navy Arrow asked.
Anger smirked, "It'll take more than what's in there to kill our lord."
BAM! Anger and Navy Arrow looked up and found Azure Phoenix and his team were running away from the large numbers of Diamond Dog Guards.
Navy Arrow yelped, "Argh! Looks like it didn't go so well."
Navy Arrow armed and fired his arrows straight right at couple of Diamond Dogs while Azure Phoenix and others missed the shots. After taking care of the group, they regrouped with both Navy Arrow and Anger. All of them then ran off at once.
"See, this is what happens," Anger exclaimed in anger. He turned and gave a glare at Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "What the hell are you punks doing here?!"
"Sightseeing?" Ben Valorheart joked.
Anger groaned, "Do I look like a tour guide to you?!"
"For now, we run!" Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Till I have strength, until our time comes!"
"Yeah! Speak for yourself! We've got company!" Navy Arrow exclaimed in concern after spotting a large army of Diamond Dogs charging at him and his team. He hissed, "Any idea?!"
"How about a fight and take care of Cruez now?!" Rainbow Dash suggested.
"By all means, daredevil. Take care of Devil Destroyer," Azure Phoenix remarked dryly. Rainbow Dash yelped in concern. He huffed, "Then, I suggest fight and run! Do not challenge the Demon Warrior! That's an order!"
"Did I get owned by Azure Phoenix?!" Rainbow Dash asked dryly.
Applejack nodded, "You sure did. You should have thought before you mean it."
"Yeah, you're his pet," Pinkie Pie commented.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "I mean he make fun of me! That's what 'own' means!"
Azure Phoenix and his friends continued running as fast as they can while defeating the army of Diamond Dogs. Unknown to them, Devil Destroyer marched out from the door as he slowly approaching and marching towards his targets.
"This better be worth it..."
---------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his team continued fighting against Diamond Dog Soldiers while running away from them as well. And they also have to hide from their enemies temporary for five times as well. They were still running from their enemies through the maze of Ma Lou Yang places.
"We're so dead if we don't get out of here!" Fluttershy said in concern.
Rarity squeaked fearfully, "We're doom!"
"Over here!"
Hearing the voice and even spotting dark figure from the very end corner of walls, she waved to them to get in. Azure Phoenix and others quickly moved to the area at once. When they did, she closed the walls down by a pull of rope. Diamond Dogs came to the area and began their search.
---------------------------------------------
After escaping the Diamond Dogs, Azure Phoenix and others were panting slowly and gently after the running. They looked up and found a pinkish Unicorn with a brown mane and tail in a ponytail with a transparent lightish scarf and her Cutie Mark was a blue Butterfly, stood before them.
"Thanks for the save," Rainbow Dash thanked happily.
"And you are, darling?" Rarity asked.
"My name is Butterfly Dancer. Daughter of Hopkins. And you are welcome too," Butterfly Dancer said calmly and gently. This surprised Twilight Sparkle and her friends. She continued, "That was a close call but reckless of you to assassinate Cruez."
Azure Phoenix huffed, "It's the only way to end him and bring peace to the Land."
"Yet he lives," Butterfly Dancer sighed in concern, "My father will be blamed for conspiracy against him. If Cruez learns the knife's owner, my father will be executed."
Phobos snickered as he held the Seven Stars Knife, "Not this time..."
Butterfly Dancer sighed as she took the knife, "Thank you so much. But for now, you have to get out of here now before they find us. And I cannot be seen by them either. I'll lead you out of here."
Azure Phoenix nodded and bowed down humbly, "Thank you, Lady Butterfly. Rest assure, we'll be back to finish the job."
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Yeah. Cruez will be dethroned."
Butterfly Dancer couldn't help but smile, "Okay. Follow me now."
As Butterfly Dancer moved out, Twilight Sparkle and her friends followed her at once.
---------------------------------------------
Butterfly Dancer led the group through the hidden passages and all the way to the Dragon Stables, where she opened the secret passage for them to get out.
"This is far I can go," Butterfly Dancer said calmly. Everyone nodded in understanding. She sighed, "Good luck."
Butterfly Dancer quickly returned to the secret passage now. Everyone mounted on their dragons before they rode off at once. They all now have escaped Ma Lou Yang. As they were riding off, both Azure Phoenix and Anger were having discussion.
"You knew this would be dangerous, didn't you?" Anger demanded.
Azure Phoenix narrowed his eyes, "I wish this Cruez with my own eyes.â€�
Navy Arrow sighed, "I don't know how long I'll lasts doing stuff like this. Maybe I should get out of the bodyguard game."
"Then maybe I should get you a guard dog like Devil," Azure Phoenix remarked dryly, making Navy Arrow yelped in concern. He hummed, "Either way, we're on the war against Cruez now. Therefore, I must increase my strength to defeat him." He turned and looked at Twilight Sparkle and her friends, "Will you help us?"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked at each other. They all shown firm faces to each other while nodded in agreement.
"We will, Azure Phoenix," Twilight Sparkle said firmly.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he faced to the front, "Good. Time to call all the lords and generals in arms. We're at war now..."
To be Continued...
Review and Suggest...

			Author's Notes: 
Main Casts:
Tara Strong: Twilight Sparkle
Jason Marsden: Ben Valorheart
Ashleigh Ball: Applejack, Rainbow Dash
Andrea Libman: Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie
Tabitha St. Germain: Rarity, Princess Luna
Daveigh Chase: Nyx
Cathy Weseluck: Spike
Chris Sanders: Phobos, Eunuch #3
Michael McConnohie: Narrator, Eunuch #5 & 6
Richard Epcar: Cruez, Soldiers, Eunuch #4 & 8
Douglas Rye: Azure Phoenix
Minor Casts:
Brian Drummond: Wolverine Thrust, Excel Con, Eunuch #2 & 7
Jamieson Price: Devil Destroyer, Soldiers, Eunuch #1
Kirk Thornton: Anger, Nabu
Tony Oliver: Navy Arrow, Mildy Good
Brian Dobson: Seekcurse
Nicole Oliver: Spoiled Runt
Cameo
Yuri Lowenthal: Brave Tiger, Soldiers
Christy Carlson Romano: Aquastroke
Christopher Corey Smith: Noble Guild
Chapter 8: The Alliance against Cruez - The Warlords have been gathered and united together as the coalition to defeat Cruez once and for all. Can they defeat him especially dealing with his two powerful generals - Arrowhead and Devil Destroyer?


	
		Chapter 8: The Alliance Against Cruez



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master
--------------------------------------------
Chapter 8: The Alliance Against Cruez
Azure Phoenix and his loyalists have escaped the capital while heading to his hometown - Xuchang Province. Many warlords and officers also have escaped as well.
Narrator narrated, "Having managed to elude Cruez, Azure Phoenix fled the capital. Noble Guild was forced to retreat to Griffon North as well. The other warlords also escaped the capital and returned to home which they had left behind." 
Cruez laughed evilly and proudly as he continued abusing his powers for his entertainment and amusement while the Land of Ma and its ponies have suffered greatly due to poverty and starvation by the tyrant.
"As waves of tyranny washed over the capital, only the sound of Cruez's cruel laughter could be heard. It seems as if the land was doomed to be shrouded in chaos."
Azure Phoenix began raised his army while calling the rest of warlords to join the coalition against Cruez. So many soldiers are willing to join his cause.
"Yet Azure Phoenix, who was at his best in times of adversity, had already prepared his next move. He raised troops and sent a call-to-arms to the various warlords across the land. His aim was to form a coalition against Cruez." 
From his old home - Claw Tiger received the invitation to join coalition. At first he refused, Brave Tiger convinced him otherwise. His siblings and officers also joined in as well. And so, the Tiger Clan agreed to the cause.
"And so, Claw Tiger was requested to participate in the alliance against the evil tyrant. With a considerable push from his son - Brave Tiger, he agreed to join the cause."
Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers also joined the cause by recruiting the volunteers and journey to meet and join the coalition to fight against Cruez.
"Rather than lament endless chaos, Virtue Dragon wished to help ponies who were suffering. And so Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper and their newest ally - Dragonspear found themselves to join the allied camp."
As numerous warlords and officers joined together in coalition, they all began to march to Ma Lou Yang for a confrontation with Cruez now...
"With Noble Guild and his younger brother Greed Broke as its leaders, numerous warlords and brave souls to form a coalition and began their march on the capital to confront Cruez. Which side would emerge victorious: The harbingers of new age? Or the tyrant who epitomized the evil that men do?"
--------------------------------------------
November 150 A.E.
Twilight Sparkle and her family were at the main camp. They witnessed the large size of numerous warlords and soldiers gathered at the area. Most of the troops were training. Some were eating their foods. A few were chatting and discussing about the war and latest events. Others were having fun for their amusement and entertainment.
"Wow... Now there's what you called 'the army'," Pinkie Pie commented.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. They really do care for the dynasty. After all, it is their kingdom."
Rainbow Dash snickered amusingly, "Can't wait to see the looks of Cruez now about this one. He's definitely get freak out over this."
Fluttershy yelped in concern, "I definitely will!"
Applejack smiled, "Well, either way, we're here to help them win the war. Cruez will be out of the picture in no time."
Twilight Sparkle spotted many soldiers were running and heading off to someplace else. While confusing her friends, she knew of what is going on.
"Girls, come on!" Twilight Sparkle called, "The speech is about to start. I just hope Azure Phoenix gives the speech. After all, it is him who gathered and united the warlords together to fight Cruez off."
Ben Valorheart chuckled, "Alright, Twilight. We're going now."
"Mummy, you do realize that Noble Guild is the leader. So, he gives the speech, not Azure Phoenix?" Nyx reminded in concern.
Twilight Sparkle sighed in disappointment, "Oh... Right. I forgot... But let's check it out."
Mane Six and their friends headed off to the stage, where soldiers and officers have been gathered for the speech. On the stage, Noble Guild and his younger grayish Griffon brother with a swirling mustache - Greed Broke stood before them.
Noble Guild cleared his throat proudly, "I am Noble Guild, leader of coalition. The reprehensible Cruez has thrown the court in chaos! This villain pretends to serve the Emperor, but only he served himself! He must be extirpated! He will be brought to justice! My allies, join me in the noble quest! We shall reclaim the capital! The Qin must return to its former glory!"
Warlords, officers and soldiers gave a loud battle cry and cheer for their leader. Azure Phoenix remained silent and calm in listening to the speech. Claw Tiger remained calm and firm as he wants to end the battle as soon as possible. Virtue Dragon and his allies looked hopeful and relieved that they have the chance to help the ponies of Ma.
Noble Guild cleared his throat, "And therefore, my first order - Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan will lead the vanguard to invade Icing River Gate and Mighty Tiger Gate! The main force will follow their lead! And finally, Greed Broke is in-charge of supplying foods to all forces including the vanguard! Once we breakthrough two gates, then we will march to the capital and bring the villain to justice!"

CHEER! The warlords and soldiers cheered wildly and proudly to their leader of coalition. Greed Broke hissed in anger over the order he has received. He despised it a lot.
"Now, we march!" Noble Guild shouted.
With the word has been given, the coalition force gathered and organized their army into one own group. They then marched all the way to two fortress gates of Ma Lou Yang now.
For ten days have passed since the gathering and speech, the coalition all have arrived at their destination. But the fortress was few meters away from the location. Nevertheless, they all camped for resting and recovery after their long journey especially making preparation for battles.
--------------------------------------------
In the Phoenix Camp, Azure Phoenix was having some thoughts about the latest event especially his childhood friend - Noble Guild. Navy Arrow and Armorhide were standing besides with him. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were watching the event from behind the camp.
"The nobility..." Azure Phoenix hummed thoughtfully, "His name is his strength. I must break free of this. Despite being called 'Hero of Chaos', I still felt it's not enough to make a great impact on ponies to follow my lead. Without both of you, I'm on my own to ensure this kingdom never falls again..."
"Wow there. Now, that's some speech you've got there."
Surprised by the voice, Azure Phoenix and his officers turned to their right as they found Anger leading two ponies towards him.
One was an older yet slimmed crimson Pegasus with black jet spiky mane and shot tail and his cutie mark is a blazing flame with a fist while another was a bit fatty greenish Earth Pony with brown gentlemen's mane-like and short tail and his cutie mark is stones. Two new recruits bowed before the lord.
"I can't believe..." The fatty pony said in surprise yet happy, "I'm actually meeting you! You know, the you!" He turned and looked at slimmed pony as he whispered, "the 'Hero of Chaos'!"
Slimmed Pegasus sighed in annoyance before turned to Azure Phoenix, "Sorry about my brother. He tends to get excited. And you're sure that we're good enough to serve you? We don't want to embarrass you or something, sir."
"Bro, chillax! If you wanna find out that you're good at the job, then I'd say go and show and tell about it. I mean you're 'awesome', I think, and fastest pony that I ever seen! No way he's gonna ignore it!"
"You just loved being optimistic, don't you, Lax?"
"It's what I'd do, Blaze. It's my specialty."
"Who are you both?" Azure Phoenix asked dryly.
"My name is Blazefist, Lord Phoenix," Blazefist introduced himself before turned to his brother, "And this is my brother - Laxtinct."
Laxtinct hummed and nodded happily, "But you can call him 'The Exterminator' and me 'The Sniffle Dog'!" Everyone looked at him oddly and uneasily about his attitude. He chuckled uneasily, "Yeah, I'm still working on it."
Blazefist sighed, "Sorry about that."
Azure Phoenix turned to Anger, "Anger?"
Anger smiled proudly, "You said you wanted the strength. I got us some help. These two looked like they'd be useful."
Anger looked at Blazefist, "And yes, Blazefist is quick and swift when it comes to some errands and delivery by hooves or flight especially he specialized with spears, combats and even fire." He then glanced at Laxtunct, "And for him, he's a bit odd and 'random' but he got some talents that help and alert us of incoming danger. His guts and hunches are often got it right."
Azure Phoenix looked closely at two brothers, who remained calm and steady yet uneasy and scared. After some thinking and observing on them both, he smiled gently.
"Anger's right. You're both hired," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. His words surprised Blazefist of being nervous and uneasy and making Laxtinct happy. He nodded, "I am serious. But you must show me of what Anger has said. Do not disappoint."
Blazefist and Laxtinct nodded firmly, "Will do!"
Navy Arrow chuckled, "Quite the crew we've gathered, wouldn't you say, brother?"
"I guess. I'm not fond of crowds," Anger remarked dryly.
"You've always have to go and ruin my fun." Navy Arrow groaned in annoyance.
"Sir, do you believe that ending Cruez will bring peace?" Armorhide questioned humbly.
Azure Phoenix shook his head, "No. Things are not finished just because we defeated Cruez. Somepony else will take his place. I must be prepared for when the time comes. I will be needing you all more than ever. The chaos will continue until we can plant the lasting roots of peace."
Anger nodded in understanding, "You can count on us, my lord. We will help you achieve your goal, no matter the cost."
"Good. I hope Twilight Sparkle can help us as well," Azure Phoenix commented calmly. Everyone looked at him oddly. He continued, "She seems knowledgeable and intelligent pony. Her pony friends seems compatible enough to fight except the dramatic, shyness and happy idiot pony."
"What about Valorheart? He looks like a tough kid," Navy Arrow questioned.
Anger huffed, "I don't trust him especially that Alicorn. Why would they'd be here anyway? We've already cut off the ties with Western until the situation is under control."
"Who knows? The Great Mystic himself knows all," Azure Phoenix admitted, "It could be the blessings that will help us achieve the goal."
Rarity and Pinkie Pie yelped in anger, "He said what?!"
"He's right about us. We're not compatible and good at fighting," Fluttershy said in concern.
Twilight Sparkle shushed, "Calm down, you two. This Azure Phoenix doesn't know much of us. And so, we need to play cool and prove him 'wrong'."
"Good thinking," Rainbow Dash nodded. She squealed happily, "I can't believe it. Blazefist and Laxtinct are here! With those guys, they're gonna burn and rock Cruez's world! It's so awesome!"
"Rainbow Dash, they're not Mystic Ponies yet," Ben Valorheart reminded.
Applejack nodded, "True. This will help us win the war and end it good!"
"Maybe. But Azure Phoenix said that there maybe more coming here," Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "We need to be alert of everything."
"Right." Everyone nodded in agreement.
--------------------------------------------
At Tiger Clan Camp, Claw Tiger and his clan were settling and camping down for rest and preparation since they're on the front line. Anchor noticed how nervous and uneasy Apollo Python is. He approached his ally.
"What's the matter, Apollo? Nervous about fighting your former lord?" Anchor asked.
Apollo Python shook his head, "No, not really. The clan don't trust me because of my service. I feared I'm not worthy."
"Nonsense! I assure you that you are worthy to be part of the Tiger Clan! And just because you served him, doesn't mean you have to be like him."
"Hmm... Maybe you're right. Thank you, friend."
Claw Tiger was chatting with his children about the latest situation and battles.
"This is quite the crew that's been assembled here. We've been charged with vanguard in the battle. Looks like we've got some respects!" Brave Tiger said proudly, "I've always knew you had it in you, father!"
Claw Tiger sighed, "Not really. I'm just doing my job to ensure this land and you all have better future. It's never about glory, son."
"I know. I know. I just want you and our clan get some respect after all of the missions and battles we have done. That's all."
"I know. But family comes first, not glory. Always remember that."
Brave Tiger sighed, "Got it. I won't forget it."
Claw Tiger smiled while patted his oldest son's head, "That's my son. I want you and your sister be careful out there."
Tigress groaned in annoyance. "Don't worry, father. I can take care of myself. You just need to look after Courage. He's the hopeless one."
"Hey," Courage Tiger was offended. He sighed, "Anyway, but we really need to be careful. Devil Destroyer and Arrowhead are two of the fiercest warriors in the land, we may not make it out alive."
"Let them try! The Tiger Clan can handle them!" The filly's voice exclaimed proudly, making the Tiger Family yelped in surprise. They turned to their back and found Aquastroke worn the armors. She smiled innocently, "Hi."
Claw Tiger groaned, "Oh no! Aqua! What I did tell you before?"
"I can handle it. I don't want to sit around and do nothing," Aquastroke said dryly, "And besides, guarding home is so boring! I want some action!"
"Guarding Wuhu River is too important. You shouldn't have left it unguarded!" Courage Tiger scolded Aquastroke, "What were you thinking?!"
"Hey! I was talking to my father, whinny! Not you! So back off!"
"Watch it, little brat! I'm your brother! Respect it!"
"Respect to my asses!"
"Why you little!"
Courage Tiger and Aquastroke were about to fight, Brave Tiger intervened, "Okay, enough with the fight. For now, we need to focus on our mission. We can't be distracted now by one little problem."
Tigress nodded, "Brave is right. Maybe, Aqua should stick with us now. And don't worry, we'll look after out little cub."
"Hey! I'm 15 years old, Tigress," Aquastroke said dryly, "I'm not a baby!"
Tigress giggled while holding Aquastroke close to her, "Aw. I know. I couldn't resist it. And Tiger sisters need to stick together."
Aquastroke smiled, "Yeah. I guess."
Claw Tiger sighed, "Alright. That settles it. Watch out for anything especially two fiercest warriors. We don't know how strong they can be."
Courage nodded, "Yeah. I agree."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends watched the event behind at the dragon stables. They were all shocked and surprised of it.
"Wow. That is something," Rarity said in surprise, "Aquastroke really loves fighting."
Rainbow Dash scoffed, "Of course. That's one thing I like about her. She's tough and strong especially good in running and flying. Nopony messes with her."
"Well, you'd better stick with her. She's still young. She's not the same," Twilight Sparkle suggested firmly and concern.
Applejack nodded in agreement, "Yeah. She's part of Tiger Clan."
Rainbow Dash sighed, "Yeah. I won't let her out of my sights. Never gonna happen."
--------------------------------------------
At Virtue Dragon's camp, Virtue Dragon and his soldiers were settling down and camping for resting.
Warpath Temper was training and sparring with Dragonspear - a young light blue Pegasus with spiky brown mane and tail in a ponytail, and dressed in green armor, his cutie mark is a spear and Chinese Dragon. Warpath Temper used his ferocity and strength in attacking while Dragonspear used speed and agility in defense. They're both very good. They stopped the training.
"Not bad, kid. Not bad," Warpath Temper commented, "You've got some skills."
Dragonspear smiled and bowed humbly, "Thank you, Lord Warpath. And it is an honor to fight alongside with you and Lord Virtue. I'd never thought that I have the chance to work with you."
"But you're working for mayor, aren't you?"
"True. But all of you are working together with Mayor White, aren't you? After all, Mayor White and Virtue Dragon were close friends."
"Good point. I just can't believe Virtue gave that position up. He earned it. What a waste!"
"You can't blame him for this. Mayor White is good at politics while Virtue Dragon just want to help ponies out. That's all."
"And again, good point. But we need to do something for brother that he is worthy to be hero. I've seen one or two famous faces around the coalition."
"Indeed." Blade Dragoon agreed as he entered in the scene. He continued, "Not only do we have Noble Guild, the leader or coalition, but its instigator - Azure Phoenix, as well. Greed Broke, Claw Tiger... Quite a list of dignitaries."
Dragonspear nodded in understanding, "I see. But what about our lords?"
Blade Dragoon sighed, "Our brother is still unknown. At least until we defeat Cruez here today, that is."
Warpath Temper smirked and nodded, "Of course, it's all to help brother make a name for himself.! Any personal satisfaction I get is merely a bonus."
Dragonspear sighed, " Lord Warpath, we shouldn't get ahead of ourselves. Our action reflects Lord Virtue Dragon and Mayor White, whether for better and worse."
"Indeed. Don't do anything stupid and violent again, brother," Blade Dragoon scolded Warpath Temper dryly.
Warpath Temper groaned, "You'd think I don't know that? Man, you guys need to lighten up a little."
Mayor White and Virtue Dragon were talking and chatting about the situation especially the position they're in.
"I've gotta say, Virtue. I'm honored that you've let me become a mayor," Mayor White said calmly, "but it's your job. Han gave it to you, not me."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "I know. I don't deserve it. He's gone. I should have been there to help him."
"Virtue, if there's one thing about Commander Han, he'd be damn angry and fierce to be sure that you lived, not died for his sake but ponies of this land. And I suggest you that we work together and defend the ponies at all cost."
"I see. I guess you're right, White. I just missed him a lot."
"I know. Most of us do. Han is a true hero of this land. And now, we must save this kingdom before it crumbled and ponies died."
"Yes. The ponies are suffering at the paws of Cruez. We must defeat him in order to save them."
"Let us do our best, old friend."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard it from the supply depot. They were smiling in relief that another group of friends also joined the battlefield as well.
"Well, things just got interesting," Pinkie Pie commented.
Ben Valorheart nodded, "Yeah. Lots of good ponies joined to fight and defeat Cruez. And hopefully, he's the only problem to deal with."
"Let's hope so." Fluttershy hissed, "I've seen enough of fighting and wanna go home too."
Phobos sighed, "If we ever get home..."
Nyx nodded, "Yeah. It's gonna be long chapter because lots of Mystic Ponies to know and understand..."
-------------------------------------------- 
At Ma Lou Yang's Private Chamber, Cruez was sitting on his throne chair as he was listening to the latest reports. Devil Destroyer, Arrowhead and his three Diamond Dog loyalists - one was a German Shepherd worn the purple general's armor - Snarl, an APBT worn a heavy purple armor - Bolder and lastly a chihuahua humanoid worn the advisor robe - Tricky were there to listen the latest report.
Diamond Dog Soldier reported to his commander,"The Allied Forces, under Noble Guild, are headed here - the city of Ma Lou Yang!"
Cruez snarled as he threw his cup down hard, making Diamond Dog Soldier moved away while his generals and advisors remained firm and calm.
Cruez snarled once more, "Bastards! They will regret this! They don't stand a chance against us."
Snarl hummed, "What do you propose we do?"
"Simple. I have two mightiest warriors in the land - Devil Destroyer and Arrowhead." Cruez gave a cruel grin as he turned to Devil Destroyer. This cannot fail! "Go, Devil. Teach them a lesson for defying me!"
Devil Destroyer nodded but Arrowhead moved to the front as he protest, "With all due respect, lordship, I should be leading our forces, not this puppy."
Devil Destroyer snarled angrily, "What?!"
"Arrowhead, don't be disrespectful to my secret weapon. He will be perfect to defeat them." Cruez said to Arrowhead. Devil Destroyer will make mince meat out of the enemy.
"My lord, I have served you faithfully for many years including taking care of Han Zero. So, you wouldn't mind me to lead the vanguard." Arrowhead said, trying to reason with the over confident Cruez. "I''d be glad to take their heads and show these rebels of who's the true masters!"
Cruez hummed thoughtfully, "Very well. Seems you're already hotblooded. I'll let you lead the vanguard. Both Snarl and Bolder will act as your Second and Third-in-Command. Defend Icing River Gate! You will take 20,000 soldiers!"
"Lord!" Snarl and Bolder exclaims in salute and determination.
"Go forth now!"
Arrowhead smirked proudly as he led both Snarl and Bolder out of the throne chamber. Three of them were preparing for the battle now.
Arrowhead scoffed, "Step forward, insects! While I stand, none shall breach the gate! Come and get me!"
At the outskirt of Icing River Gate, Arrowhead led 20,000 soldiers out as they were battling and engaging with the Tiger Clan, who were both in offense and defense. They have been at war for five days.
Claw Tiger led Courage Tiger and Apollo Python in fighting against the enemies. Brave Tiger, Tigress, Anchor and Aquastroke were defending the camp. The Tiger Clan fought against the enemies fiercely and determinedly.
Claw Tiger rode his white dragon across the battlefield as he swung his Tiger Sword in defeating his enemies. Courage Tiger followed his father while dodging and defeating his enemies. Just joined the Tiger Clan, Apollo Python was determined to defend his master at all cost by charging and knocking the enemies off.
Brave Tiger used his Tiger Tonfa in knocking and bashing his enemies off. Both Tigress and Aquastroke, using their speed and agility gracefully, dodged and defeated their enemies with both twin Chakrams and Tiger Claws. Anchor swung his giant anchor in knocking his enemies off hard while defending the camp.
Arrowhead, proud and confident, charged at his enemies by firing his arrows at them while swinging his pike at his enemies off. Snarl clawed and struck his enemies off by his claws. Bolder defend the Icing River Gate, with his mace an shield firmly and determinedly.
Claw Tiger and his units have arrived at the gate as they were engaging with the enemies bravely and firmly. Bolder firmly engaged with his enemies especially having a duel with Claw Tiger. Both generals swung their sword and mace at each other swiftly yet ferocity for few times especially dodging the attacks.
While Claw Tiger was distracted in his duel with Bolder, Snarl slowly and sneakingly approach his enemy as the Diamond Dog was about to attack him. Courage Tiger spotted it but unable to stop him as he was engaging with enemy troops. But luckily, Apollo Python intercepted Snarl by ramming him off to the ground.
Snarl snarled in anger, "I should have kill you when I have the chance, traitor!"
Apollo Python scoffed, "I'd never have a heart to serve that stupid pig! At least, Lord Claw Tiger has proven himself a better leader than he is!"
"You will regret that, ass!" Snarl exclaims furiously at the insult.
Snarl roared as he charged and engaged Apollo Python, who blocked and deflected the attacks before swung his pike at the Diamond Dog, who blocked and struck back at his enemy.
Brave Tiger and his group continued defending the camp from his enemies. Arrowhead arrived at the area as he was charging straight at his targets. He defeated and killed the troops at ease and swift. He came towards Anchor, who swung his anchor in knocking his enemy's mount. However, Anchor got kicked to the ground by Arrowhead.
Arrowhead was about to finish his enemy off, but intercepted by Aquastroke, who glared at him. He chuckled amusingly.
"My, my, what do we have here? A little cub?" Arrowhead ask with a little chuckle of amusement.
Aquastroke groaned in irritation, "You're messing with the wrong cub, pal!"
Aquastroke screamed as he swung her Tiger Claws at Arrowhead, who dodged and avoided the attack at ease while toying with her by using his pike's pole in hitting her head for few rounds. As she tried to jump and thrust her claws at him, he grabbed and thrown her to the ground.
"What a disappointment. Is that all you've got?" Arrowhead ask, shaking his head in amusement. If this is what this brat has gotten, then she may as well lie down and die right now.
"Yeah! Don't mess with the wrong Tiger, pal!" Brave Heart yells out angrily all of the sudden.
Arrowhead turned and found Brave Tiger slammed his Tonfa at his face to the ground. Tigress joined by swung her chakrams at him but missed. He got up and engaged with both Brave Tiger and Tigress by swinging and blocking his pike against them, who ferociously swung their blades at him for few rounds. Aquastroke also joined in the battlefield as well.
Nevertheless, Arrowhead was confidently and bravely dodged and deflected the attacks before knocked three Tiger Warriors out.
"Is that best you can come up with? I'm so disappointed!" Arrowhead brags arrogantly.
Anchor swung his anchor in knocking Arrowhead. He and his soldiers came and joined with Tiger Clan. They all ready to fight.
Arrowhead was about to fight but heard soldiers' shouting. He turned and found Claw Tiger and his unit were on their way back.
Arrowhead groaned, "Unbelievable! We have no choice. Fall back!"
Arrowhead and his group quickly escaped and retreated back to Icing River Gate. Claw Tiger and his unit has arrived and regroup with his allies. They all chatted in relief that everyone is safe from harm.
-------------------------
Within main camp's chamber, Arrowhead invited both Snarl and Bolder for making plans.
"What are we gonna do now? The Tiger Clan is still here! We need to push them back! We can't let them breakthrough our base!" Bolder exclaims frantically to Arrowhead. If Cruez finds out about this, he will have all their heads.
Snarl snarled, "I didn't even get the chance in getting that traitor. Damn it! He gave me an eye a scar!"
"Don't worry. We will get our revenge. The supply hasn't arrive at the Tiger Clan Camp. It's the perfect chance. By night, we attack them. A pretty obvious tactic." Arrowhead said in determination. If his army attacks at night, then the enemy don't have a chance!
"Sounds good to me." Bolder said with a nod, liking the idea.
"Yeah. I would like to give him piece of my mind!" Snarl remarks sinisterly and eagerly. The traitor dies tonight!
----------------
During the night time, Tiger Clan faced the critical situation - they're having supply problem. They have no food to eat.
"We're hungry! No food! We're going to die here!" The Tiger Clan Soldiers complained. There is no food or whatever. They can't move without it!
Brave Tiger groaned, "This isn't going so well for us."
"I don't think we can hold this much longer. We can't hold the front line much longer if we don't get the supply now." Anchor complains sadly.
"Never fear, my brave warriors. I will ensure you receive your supplies. For now, you must fight." Claw Tiger said to his soldiers, encouraging them not to worry for now.
"Yeah! You're right! Go Claw Tiger! "The soldiers cheered and supported for Claw Tiger. He's right. They should get their supplies eventually!
Courage Tiger hummed, "Supply Transportation is Greed Broke's responsibility. What could be keeping him?"
Aquastroke scoffed, "I'd bet he's jealous of our father that he is better than Greed! After all, our father is the best in leading the front line."
"That's one reason to put it. But that jerk has no right to keep the supply for us." Tigress said with a deep frown, not liking this. "It's for everyone else. I'd like to give him piece of my mind."
"So am I." Brave Tiger remarks in agreement with TIgress. Greed Broke is going to be in trouble for being late or worst!
Claw Tiger sighed, "Everyone, easy. I will speak with him myself." Everyone complained in anger. "If we don't get the supply soon, our soldiers will lose heart and will to fight."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard the event as they looked at each other.
"We've gotta do something." Twilight said in worry. Without the food, the fight is lost.
"Right! No food means fallen soldiers!" Applejack exclaims in agreement.
"Right, I mean who wanna fight on an empty stomach?!" Pinkie exclaims, feeling her stomach. "I sure as hay don't wanna!"
"I'd say we go to that stupid Greed Broke and teach him a lesson now." Rainbow remarks with an annoyed scowl.
"Right, that ruffian needs to be taught some manners." Rarity said, agreeing with Rainbow's train of thought.
"Right, uh, because he's mean?" Fluttershy ask shyly.
"Good idea. But some of us have to be here and help Tiger Clan. Applejack and I will go since we're good at negotiation." Twilight said thoughtfully. Some of the group should help the Tiger Clan while the rest check on Greed Broke.
"I would like to give that jerk piece of my mind. But Aqua and her family need us." Rainbow said with a frown. As much as she wanna go punish Greed Broke, Aqua comes first.
"Well, all right, you be careful." Ben said to Twilight and Applejack as Nyx and Phobos nodded.
"Yeah, Greed Broke may not be easily convinced." Spike said in agreement.
Twilight Sparkle and Applejack headed off to find and meet up with Greed Broke, who was close to the Coalition's Main Camp. They have arrived at the area, where were heavily guarded by Griffon Guards.
"We're here to speak with Greed Broke now." Twilight said to the guards confidentally.
Applejack nodded, adding, "Yeah. It's about the supply transportation. Unless you wanna speak with Claw Tiger, I'd suggest you let us in."
Griffon Guards looked uneasy and concern yet alerted that they don't want to mess with him. They allowed and led the girls to Greed Broke, who was counting the money.
"I hope we're not interrupting, Mr. Greed Broke." Twilight said, causing Greed Broke to look up in alarm upon seeing her.
Greed Broke yelped, "What the-?! What are you doing here?!"
"Talking. Unless you have good reason, you deliver the supplies to Tiger Clan now. You do not want to make them angry especially Claw Tiger." Applejack said sternly to the pony.
Greed Broke yelped nervously, "Sorry! I have! I've been watched and spied by the enemy. If you want to help Tiger Clan, then deal with the enemies."
"That explains why Arrowhead kept on attacking our place in the first place."
"It sure is. Let's deal with them now. And you're thinking what I'm thinking?" Twilight ask Applejack thoughtfully.
Applejack smirked as she answers, " Yeah. Time to use our secret weapon."
"Leave this to us. So, get the supply ready and sent to him."
"What about the enemies?! You can't just let them come and attack us!" Greed Broke protests in alarm. Letting the enemy come and attack is suicide!
"We've got the plans." Applejack said to Greed Broke confidentially. A plan is already underway!
"Greed, we need to-!" Claw Tiger exclaims as he arrives, but stopped, "Twilight? Applejack? What are you doing here?"
"We've got the supply." Twilight explains to Claw Tiger with a smile.
As instructed, Greed Broke have gathered and sent the supplies off to Tiger Clan. His Griffon Guards were guarding and transporting them now. Twilight Sparkle and Applejack were with them. They suddenly got attacked by Snarl, Bolder and their Diamond Dogs.
"About time you make a move." Snarl said evilly, much to the heroes' alarm.
"Any last word before we take the supply?" Bolder ask evilly. This is perfect, getting rid of the enemy and getting the supply, all in one swoop!
Twilight Sparkle smirked as she summoned glowing screen of Rarity, who whined and complained out loud. This make Diamond Dogs yelped and screamed in pain. Thus, easy for the Griffons get and delivered the supply to their allies in time.
At Tiger Clan Camp, the Tiger Soldiers were eating and enjoying their dinner happily.
"Thank you, my friend. I owe you." Claw Tiger said to the future ones gratefully.
"You're welcomed! Yeah, no problem!" The heropes said as they welcomed Claw Tiger that they helped him out.
"Nice going, girls. We've got what we need. And so far, Arrowhead hasn't make his move." Rainbow said with a smirk. Arrowhead didn't make a move yet, everypony's fed, all's good!
"Right, but shouldn't we be worry that he may cause trouble?" Fluttershy ask her friends worried.
"Who knows if he's going to attack or not?" Phobos remarks with a deep frown.
"He'll be." Twilight said with a deep frown. Arrowhead isn't going to go down without a fight just yet!
----------------------
The Tiger Clan were still unable to breach the Icing River Gate as it still remained defended by Arrowhead and their minions. Coalition Main Force have arrived and assisted their allies by sending the best warriors to fight.
However, none of the warriors able to kill Arrowhead, whom has defeated and killed them one-by-one in a single duel.
Noble Guild and his generals were seated and watching the event from the stage.
Arrowhead laughed, "What's the matter? Out of warriors? I'm disappointing!"
Noble Guild groaned, "Pitiful! Is there anyone who can defeat him?!" He groaned, disappointed by the lack of warriors, "If only my best generals - Strucker and Bombard were here, they could take him down at ease."
Everyone chatted in concern and worry as they wondered of how they can stop and defeat Arrowhead.
Aquastroke groaned, "I can take him down. After all, I did fight him."
Blazefist huffed skeptically, "Doubtful."
"What was that?!"
"You're just kid and a recruit, and obviously has no experience in war, kiddo."
"Son of the-!" Aquastroke growls, wanting to kick Blazefist's flank for insulting her like that.
"Aqua!" The Tiger Clan exclaims, stopping Aqua from doing anything reckless that could get her hurt!
"He started it. And besides, nopony mocked the tiger especially me!"
Blazefist sarcastically remarks, "And I'm just scardy little cat."
Laxtinct, the past version, sighs, "Do you have to be mean to her? She's cute."
"She is not, Lax. She's just immature brat."
Navy Arrow whistled in amusement, "Wow. Blaze sure knows how to be popular with girls."
"Well, he did the right thing." Ange remarks dryly.
"Wow, and this is the first meeting between those two?" Applejack whispers to her friends, amazed of Aqua and Blaze's first meeting.
"They don't seem to like each other." Nyx whispered in concern.
"Relax, Nyx. In the future, they will be an interesting pairing." Rarity said with a happy sigh.
"Unless another girl gets involved and Aqua becomes wanting both." Phobos chuckles. He yelps as Nyx hits him in irritation. "What?"
Another family pony, Blade Dragoon, hummed, "My lord! Allow me to challenge him!"
"Who are you?" Noble Guild ask a bit puzzled upon seeing Blade as he never saw him before.
"Blade Dragoon: I am Blade Dragoon - soldier to Virtue Dragon and Mayor White."
Greed Broke laughed as if being told a very bad joke, "A soldier?! Please. You'll be dead in the minute."
Warpath Temper scowls furiously, "Oh yeah?! Let me tell you something, you backstabbing jackass weasel, who is jealous of everything, you're nothing but a greedy coward, who asked ponies to do a dirty job while you act like a chicken than the Griffon, chicken boy!"
Everyone was in shock and surprise. They then laughed amusingly.
"Chicken Boy?! I'll get you for that, drunkard b******!" Greed Broke scowls, all pissed off. No one insults him and gets away with it!
Warpath Temper stuck his tongue out, taunting, "Make me."
"Enough." Azure said, interrupting before the confrontation gets uglier. He turns to Blade Dragoon and spoke, "Tell me, can you truly defeat him?"
"If I lose, execute me." Blade Dragoon said to Azure with a bow.
Azure Phoenix smiled as he levitated a warm wine, speaking, "Very well. Drink this before you go."
"I will. After I've done with him!"
Mounting his dragon steed, Blade Dragoon moved to the front of the main camp. He stood firmly and proudly as he armed with his Blue Dragon Blade. He then faced at Arrowhead.
"Who are you?" Arrowhead ask the newcomer puzzled yet annoyed.
"Ready to challenge. Come and face me!" Blade Dragon brags to Arrowhead in determination.
"Alright. I'll take it easy on you!"
Arrowhead gave a battle cry as he charged at Blade Dragoon, who armed and readied to engage him. Unfortunately, his attacks were blocked and deflected by Blade Dragoon twice. And just before he could do anything, Blade Dragoon decapitated him at ease.
"The enemy general Arrowhead has before me! I fight in the name of my brother!" Blade Dragoon exclaims with a laugh of triumph.
Everyone was in shock and surprise of what they just saw. They couldn't believe of what they just saw - Blade Dragoon actually defeated Arrowhead.
Diamond Dogs yelped in shock and fear. They all whined fearfully as they all turned and trotted in fear. They all running away. The Coalition Officers and Soldiers cheered wildly and happily.
"Wow, he is so awesome!" Rainbow exclaims eagerly with a mad laugh.
"I gotta admit. I would never do something like that." Ben said in amazement. Even with all his years of training, it would be impossible to do what Blade just did!
"And that's saying something!" Pinkie laughs as she bounces in one place.
Everyone gathered at the main camp, where they congratulated Blade Dragoon for defeating Arrowhead.
Brave Tiger whistled, "Now there's the man that'd be worth fighting."
"He's magnificent." Claw Tiger said impressed. Even some of the soldiers who doubted him came to undoubt him.
Courage Tiger nodded, commenting, "Yeah. He really is strong and powerful."
Aquastroke giggled before smirk at Blazefist to taunt, "Guess you miss the shot."
Blazefist groaned while looking away, "Whatever..."
"Hey, don't you dare look away, jerk!"
Azure Phoenix passed the warm wine to Blade Dragoon, praising, "Well done, Blade Dragoon. I am impressed."
"I am honored." Blade Dragoon said, giving another bow to the future Lord of Ma.
Blade Dragoon drank the warm wine proudly. His brothers came and praised him proudly and happily for his achievement.
Anger groaned in anger, "We don't need him..."
"Oh boy..." Navy said with a sigh, disbelieved by Anger's comment.
"Didn't know he'd be jealous type." Laxtinct said in agreement. Anger should at least chill out!
"With his general being defeated, our soldiers' morale is rising and ready for anything!" Noble Guild exclaims to his troops in determination. "I am certain that Cruez would be shaking in his boots by now! Prepare for the next battle! We now shall march to Mighty Tiger Gate!"
Everyone cheered wildly and proudly that they're gonna win the battle now.
"Well, girls, looks like we got a chance now." Twilight said to her friends and family in hope.
"Right, as long as Cruez doesn't find a major way to retaliate by bringing Devil Destroyer in." Ben said, knowing that Cruez won't be happy when he finds out about this.
"Awww, you worry too much!" Pinkie exclaims with a happy giggle. "What's the odds of that happening?! Aaaaand I just jinx it, did it?"
----------- 
At the Ma Lou Yang's Private Chamber, Cruez received the reports from both Snarl and Bolder about Arrowhead's death and the loss of Icing River Gate. The Diamond Dog Prime Minister roared wildly and angrily, making the generals yelped in concern while bowing down hard.
Cruez screamed in anger, "Unacceptable! This is unacceptable!"
"Forgive us, Lord Cruez!" Snarl and Bolder pleaded while bowed down to the ground, "Please, forgive us!"
Cruez snarled, "If these rebels think that they have won at the Icing River Gate, they'd better think twice. It's time to show these fools of who they're dealing with! We march to the Mighty Tiger Gate now!"
"I swear to you that I will bring victory back!" Snarl snarled proudly.
Bolder nodded, "Yeah! The next time we see them, we'll crush them for good!"
"Good..." Cruez nodded firmly as he turned to Devil Destroyer, "Now, my son. Lead the army! Show them your true might! Defeat anyone that stands in your way!"
Devil Destroyer nodded firmly, "I'll bring swift end to them for good! They won't get away from us that easily."
Tricky chuckled evilly, "Before you do, my lord, we need something that will demoralized him."
"What would that be?" Cruez asked amusingly.
Tricky smirked, "You'll love this one..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Coalition Main Camp, Noble Guild and Greed Broke received the message from Cruez. As they both read it carefully, they gasped and yelped in shock and pain. They both screamed and cried in pain. The generals and ministers came and checked on their leaders if they were okay or not. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were outside while eavesdropping on the event.
"What's going on?" Nyx asked in concern.
Spike hissed, "I can tell you one thing - it's bad news."
Noble Guild slowly recovered from the shock while showing his anger. He slammed his clenched claws on the table hard.
"Cruez! You won't get away with this! Our father... Our uncle... Our cousins... They will be avenged!" Noble Guild exclaimed in anger. He stood up straight, "Loyal Soldiers of Qin! We will strike at the heart of Mighty Tiger Gate! And no matter what, we cannot stop until we have the head of traitor! To war!"
The Coalition Officers and Soldiers gave a loud battle cry and cheers. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked uneasy and concern.
"Something tells me that this fight is gonna tense," Rainbow Dash remarked uneasily.
Pinkie Pie nodded, "Yeah. Especially I jinx twice today when we have to deal with Devil Destroyer. This is gonna be pain to our flanks!"
--------------------------------------------
On the next day's dawn, the Coalition Forces have lay the siege on the Mighty Tiger Gate. They all charged towards the gate as they were trying to breakthrough the gate or even trying to climb over the walls, with the help of siege ram and ladders. The military officers have also joined the battlefield as well. However, Diamond Dogs fought back as fierce and hard as they can to protect and prevent their castle from falling!
Twilight Sparkle and her friends joined in the battlefield as well, to assist their friends to win the battlefield.
Throughout whole day for laying the siege on Mighty Tiger Gate, the Coalition have finally break through as the gate brought down. The soldiers of Coalition gave a battle cry as they all charged and marched into the gate.
Pinkie Pie cheered, "Woohoo! We did it! This is easy."
"Pinkie, don't you get tired to jinx?!" Rainbow Dash asked in annoyance.
"It can't be that bad," Phobos asked amusingly.
While running through the gate, the Coalition Soldiers screamed in fear and pain as they all got slaughtered and pushed out from it. The remaining forces remained vigilant as they readied to fight. They all yelped in shock and fear upon looking at something marching out from the gate. They saw Devil Destroyer riding his famous dragon steed - Red Hare.
"Honestly, stop using 'easy' or 'how bad it can be' again," Spike said dryly, "I am so tired of getting jinx."
Nyx sighed, "Tell me about it."
(Dynasty Warriors - Lu Bu Theme Song Played!)
"Is that who I think it is?!" The Noble Guild's Soldier #1 asked in fear.
The Tiger Clan Soldier #2 squeaked in fear, "It's Devil Destroyer! The Demon Warrior has come to destroy us!"
"Run for your life now!" The Azure Phoenix's Soldier  exclaimed in fear and worry.
Devil Destroyer roared in anger as he charged into the battle. While riding his dragon steed in ramming and knocking the Coalition Soldiers off, he swung his halberd fiercely and wildly in defeating and slaughtering them to pieces one-by-one. He even attacked some of military officers as well.
The Coalition Army was in shock and demoralized by Devil Destroyer's rampage and attacks. They were forced to flee and run away from the fight.
"Well, that went well," Rarity remarked sarcastically.
"This isn't good," Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "We won't have a chance against him!"
Fluttershy squeaked fearfully, "Here we go again! Why do we have to fight Devil Destroyer?"
"Because he owned Shining Armor a duel?!" Pinkie Pie asked fearfully. She yelped, "Oops! Wrong reference! That's for Power Master's MLP Mystic Universe, not here!"
Snarl, Bolder and even Bladestrike - a blackish-grayish mixed Pegasus with musketeer's cyan mustache and goatee worn the Imperial Phoenix Armor, with a navy scarf and an ancient musketeer's helmet-like, his cutie mark is a fierce tiger with crossed axes, emerged from the Mighty Tiger Gate. They all armed with their weapons.
"Look at that," Snarl growled, "That Devil is taking all the glory! We can't let him have it all!"
Bolder hissed, "I agreed. I refuse to let someone like him get the kill especially the traitor."
Bladestrike huffed, "Do as you wish. I will assist my lord at all cost. To battle!"
Snarl, Bolder and Bladestrike charged into the battlefield. Snarl swung his giant axe at his enemy soldiers. Bolder swung his twin maces in knocking and pounding them off hard. Bladestrike was following and helping his master as he swung his twin axes in defeating them off. Three of them eventually engaged with other enemies now.
Snarl snarled, "I have you now, traitor! Prepare to die!"
"I'm ready for you," Apollo Python said firmly.
Anchor nodded, "You won't do it alone, my friend!"
Snarl was battling both Anchor and Apollo Python, using their giant anchor-like club and pike, they quickly blocked the attacks while fighting back at him. Bolder swung his maces at both Navy Arrow and Tigress, who fought back at him fiercely and determinedly. As Bladestrike continued battling his enemies, he got pushed off from his dragon steed to the ground. He looked up and found Blazefist and Laxtinct, armed with their Falcon Spear and Rock Hammer.
"So, this is where you've gone to," Bladestrike asked dryly, "I could either be proud or disappoint by the path you have taken."
Blazefist huffed, "I wish I could say the same thing about you." He gritted in anger, "Father..."
"How about that we just work things out like chitchat?" Laxtinct asked hopefully.
Bladestrike shook his head, "In battlefield, you do not talk, you fight till one survive and win the duel!"
"That's the plan..." Blazefist said dryly. He then found Aquastroke jumped over him while kicked Bladestrike off. As she landed on the ground, he snarled, "Hey, kid! Back off! This is my fight! Not yours!"
Aquastroke rolled her eyes in annoyance, "Blah-blah-blah! You all talk too much!"
Bladestrike scoffed before smiled, "The child is right. We talk too much. Prepare yourself!"
Bladestrike roared wildly, scaring both Laxtinct and Aquastroke off. He charged while swinging his axes in knocking them both off. He then thrust his at Blazefist, who quickly deflected the attack off. Both of them swung and struck their weapons at each other fiercely and determinedly while dodging and blocking the attacks. Laxtinct and Aquastroke recovered from their fallout as they joined and assist Blazefist in a duel against Bladestrike, who remained strong and determined in fighting back.
Some of Coalition Officers tried to fight Devil Destroyer, but they got defeated and killed at once by his halberd in decapitation and slashing on body and limbs. Not even Brave Tiger and Anger were able to defeat him, they both got injured and wounded by him badly.
Noble Guild hissed, "Devil Destroyer is too strong! At this rate, we won't have the chance to break through the Mighty Tiger Gate."
"The battle is yet over," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly.
On the battlefield, Twilight Sparkle and her friends helped and assisted some soldiers in escaping for recovery and medical treatment. However, Devil Destroyer was close to them as he rammed Mayor White off from his White Dragon Steed. Demon Warrior dismounted his ride while approaching Mayor White.
The mayor was about to get killed. Ben Valorheart and Rainbow Dash jumped in while using Master Sword and Nunchucks in blocking the attacks. Applejack jumped and gave a headbutt on Devil Destroyer, making the latter grunted a bit.
"Humph! Is that the best you lot have?!" Devil Destroyer demanded in anger while groaned, "I'm still disappointing!"
Ben Valorheart groaned, "Back off, jerk!"
Rainbow Dash grunted, "Yeah! We won't let you win!"
Devil Destroyer huffed, "Think again!"
Devil Destroyer roared as he swung his halberd hard in knocking Ben Valorheart and Rainbow Dash off. He was about to slam his halberd at them but blocked by Warpath Temper's Serpentine Spear.
"Hey, back off!" Warpath Temper snarled as he pushed his spear in pushing back Devil Destroyer off. He scoffed, "Why don't you somepony on your size?!"
"A worthy opponent?" Devil Destroyer asked with a scoff, "Now this is a descent challenge! Bring it on, now!"
Warpath Temper roared wildly, "Warpath 'Bob Papenbrook' Temper will not fall! Bring it on, b******!"
Both Devil Destroyer and Warpath Temper roared out loud as they both charged and clashed theirs at each other briefly. They then departed from the clash. They both swung and clashed theirs at each other fiercely and determinedly for few rounds. After few rounds of clashes, Warpath Temper jumped up while slammed his Serpentine Spear on Devil Destroyer's top, but missed. Demon Warrior rolled to the front while grabbing the warrior by head. Devil Destroyer thrown Warpath Temper to the ground hard.
Devil Destroyer was about to finish Warpath Temper off, but swiftly blocked and deflected by Dragonspear. Using his agility and speed, he dodged the attacks swiftly while striking back at the Demon Warrior, who blocked and deflected the attacks. Warpath Temper got up and joined his friend in the duel. Though both outnumbered Devil Destroyer, the Demon Warrior gained the upper hand.
Blade Dragoon arrived to the scene as he jumped and slammed his Blue Dragon Crescent Blade at Devil Destroyer from the back. However, Demon Warrior evaded the attacks by swinging his blade against both Warpath Temper and Dragonspear at him hard. Though three of them fell to the ground hard, they recovered and attacked him fiercely and determinedly. However, Devil Destroyer managed to overcome them for ten rounds later.
Seeing his allies attacked, Virtue Dragon charged into the battlefield, "Blade! Warpath! Dragonspear! I'm coming!" He jumped up high while kicking Devil Destroyer's chest for few turns. He landed on the ground while standing besides with them, "Together, we will overcome the demon!"
"Right!" Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper and Dragonspear nodded.
Devil Destroyer scoffed, "Now this is more like it! Let's finish this!"
Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers charged right at Devil Destroyer, who remained firm and confident. They charged and attacked him on every side by brutal, speed and working together as a team. However, he managed in blocking and deflecting the attacks while knocking and defeating them one-by-one. Despite his prowess and strength, Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers refused to give and continue their battles fiercely.
The Battle of Mighty Tiger Gate continued raging on as neither side have shown gaining the upper hand. Cruez was watching the battlefield as he sees that more of Coalition Soldiers were joining into the battlefield. It makes him nervous and worry that he won't able to overcome them.
"We have no choice," Cruez snarled in concern, "Retreat now!"
Tricky nodded in understanding as he banged the gong hard, "Pull back! Pull back!"
Hearing the gong, the Diamond Dogs quickly make their escapes at once including Snarl, Bolder and Bladestrike. Devil Destroyer also heard it as he made a whistle call. Red Hare came to him. He mounted his dragon steed while looking at Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers.
"We will meet again..." Devil Destroyer remarked calmly, "Farewell!"
Devil Destroyer turned and escaped to the Mighty Tiger Gate as its gate was shut with barricades and logs now. The Coalition Army shouted and cheered wildly as they have won the battle again. Some of them were sighing in relief as they were lucky to escape.
"Phew. That was close..." Fluttershy said in relief.
Rarity sighed, "Indeed. This battle is much more fierce than Yellow Scarf Rebellion."
"Well, we'd better prepare for the next," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "It could be worse than last time."
Pinkie Pie sighed, "At least, I didn't jinx it."
--------------------------------------------
Cruez and his forces have escaped and returned to Ma Lou Yang. They were now at the private chamber.
"Unacceptable!" Cruez snarled, "Damn it! At this rate, they'll be in here no time."
Devil Destroyer growled, "I could have finish them off if you hadn't sound the gong!"
Tricky hissed, "If I didn't, the enemies would have overwhelm the gate and we all would have been finished. You're lucky that we all have escaped when we have the chance."
"What's next?" Cruez demanded, "I can't let those fools stop me from achieving my dream! I refused!"
Tricky smirked sinisterly, "My lord. I have the plan. It might save our skin and make the enemies go away for good."
Cruez hummed calmly, "I'm listening..."
To be Continued...
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		Chapter 9: The Imperial Seal



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns

Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held and crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend

My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master
--------------------------------------------
Chapter 9: The Imperial Seal

"Having been defeated and driven off by the Coalition, Cruez and his army of Diamond Dogs vanished at the capital. The coalition managed to retake Ma Lou Yang, which had long served as the center of Qin Influence." Narrator narrated, "Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan were the first group to enter the capital. Yet, what awaited them was a shock to all present.
After their greatest defeat at Mighty Tiger Gate, the Coalition have conquered and retaken the capital while Cruez and Diamond Dog vanished in thin air. At night time, Claw Tiger have arrived to inspect and check on the city as they found something unbearable pain to see.
"The once glorious capital lay in ruin..."
The Tiger Clan saw millions of innocent peasants and civilians crisped and burnt to death while Ma Lou Yang was in burnt and ruins. They were in shock and pain in seeing it. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were among the army.
Fluttershy hissed, "Oh my goodness..."
"This is terrible..." Rarity commented in shock.
Pinkie Pie groaned, "How could that jerk do this?!"
"I can't believe it..." Claw Tiger said in concern yet anger, "Find the survivors!"
As ordered has been given, the Tiger Clan scoured and secured the areas while searching for survivors. If they couldn't, they put and piled the bodies together as one, though they were in pain and despair in seeing dead bodies. It was painful for them to bear.
Brave Tiger snarled, "Look at this. That animal, we never should have let him go."
"Yeah," Aquastroke nodded, "I would have killed that monster! And too bad, he's gone. He killed himself to escape us."
"Unlikely," Courage Tiger said in uncertainty, "Cruez would never commit suicide. He could be using it as the cover."
"If he's not dead, then where could he be hiding?" Tigress asked in concern.
Courage Tiger hummed, "I don't know. I just hope we can find and end him before he could cause more damages to this land again."
"Yeah... The sooner the better," Brave Tiger said dryly.
While the Tiger Clan were collecting and piling bodies together before they incremented them, Claw Tiger was looking around while wondering and lamenting of what he and his allies could have done for the peasants and innocents especially stopping Cruez.
While looking around, Claw Tiger spotted something bright light on the well, which was shined by dawn's sunlight. He approached to it for inspection. Twilight Sparkle and her friends spotted him as they approached while hiding behind the crate.
Reaching the well, Claw Tiger looked at it as he found something inside the wooden bucket. As he picked it up, he gasped in shock of what he saw - a golden dragon-like statue on rectangle especially its bottom written in Chinese - 'By Mystic's Mandate: Long life and everlasting prosperity'.
"This is..." Claw Tiger asked in shock and concern, "A seal?"
"An animal at Ma?!" Pinkie Pie asked in confusion.
Fluttershy shook her head, "It can't be! There are no seals in Ma."
"It's not animal, it's an object," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "It shows the symbol and declaration of imperial royalty. If I guess correctly, that's Qin's Imperial Seal!"
His children and officers came and approached Claw Tiger. He then showed the Imperial Seal to them. They gasped in shock and surprise. They all chatted in concern and uneasy about it.
"The one and only Imperial Seal? Really?" Courage Tiger asked in shock.
"That's incredible! It's like the Mystic themselves have chosen you!" Brave Tiger exclaimed excitedly as he took the Imperial Seal off while looking at it, "I mean it has to be! What are the odds of this happening?!"
Aquastroke giggled, "That will teach those losers of whom they're messing with."
Courage Tiger noticed Claw Tiger's uneasy looks, making him asked, "Father?"
"We're not gonna use it," Claw Tiger said sternly and strictly, surprised everyone. He continued, "And we're not gonna let anyone know about this."
"WHAT?!" Everyone asked in shock.
"You can't be serious!" Brave Tiger shouted in anger, "Father, you're strong and powerful than any warlords! And above all, everyone keeps on treating you and us low-level servants! I am sick of being mistreated! They need to know that we cannot be underestimated! We need to show them we won't back off or even afraid of any of them! I won't let them abuse us like slaves!"
"Enough!" Claw Tiger shouted in anger, shocking Brave Tiger. He sighed dryly, "Even if I do that, no warlords or peasants will ever listen to me. And no matter how powerful I am. I am considered either threat or traitor to the throne. This will put all of our family at risk. Do you want that happening?"
Brave Tiger was stunned and shocked of what he has heard. He hissed in anger while clenching his hoof. He turned and looked away.
"Papa, don't," Aquastroke pleaded, "Brave Tiger wants what's best for us. And besides, he has the point about us being mistreated. I'm sick of it too."
"Aqua!" Courage Tiger said sternly.
"I know, Aqua. But family comes first, not glory." Claw Tiger said firmly, "That is the most important principal to the clan. We would never fight for the glory."
"So, what is next?" Tigress asked.
Claw Tiger sighed, "We must go now. Don't let anyone know about our discovery. It will let us into troubles."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard the conversation. They were all surprised and shocked as they all commented and chatted about Imperial Seal especially Rarity loved it.
"Think we can eat it?" Phobos asked amusingly, making Nyx whacked his head, "Ow!"
--------------------------------------------
"You what?!"
At Coalition Main Camp, Azure Phoenix was in shock yet angered by Noble Guild's order while other warlords remained calm and silent especially Virtue Dragon was annoyed and angered by it while Claw Tiger, who was still hiding Imperial Seal.
"Yes. We did defeat Cruez and save the Qin. All done," Noble Guild said proudly, "And best of all, he's dead."
Azure Phoenix huffed, "Are you really foolish and guillable?!"
"WHAT?! What did you call me?!"
"You heard me clearly. I appoint you is not because of your nobility but your ability. But now I see what you are - nothing but foolish and egotistical figurehead to the alliance because he was too stupid to listen to my plans and is the one, who let Cruez to come back in the first place!"
Noble Guild screeched in anger, "How dare you?! It was my leadership that led us to victory!"
"It was mine, Claw Tiger's and Virtue Dragon's army have gain victory while all of you cowering in fear," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Especially you, old friend, you're nothing but a chicken. You're not even a real mighty griffon. Shame on your ancestors!"
"Be silent!" Noble Guild exclaimed in anger. He groaned, "You want to see my power? I shall show you by finding and proving the evidence that Cruez is already dead."
"Don't waste your breathe. I have no interest of pursuing the dead mutt when it's already dead," Azure Phoenix said dryly and firmly, "I'm going home."
"And so am I," Mayor Knight said firmly, "And to think I thought we'd make a difference here, but wasted our effort for nothing."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I agreed. We were supposed to save this country but now I see that all of you didn't do it for them but power and control. Don't call us again."
"I too will leave as well," Claw Tiger said dryly, "After the stunt Greed Broke, despite the enemies are behind of watching our moves, I can't trust you all again. My soldiers died because of him. Don't bother me again."
"Are you certain because of me and the soldiers? Or is Imperial Seal?" Greed Broke asked amusingly. Everyone looked at Claw Tiger. He continued, "A spy informed me of your activity. Care to tell us?"
Noble Guild nodded, "Yes, I want answers as well. If you don't, I will-!"
"Execute me?!" Claw Tiger demanded in anger like a tiger, shaking the whole camp. He continued, "Be careful of what you said, Noble Guild. I am a tiger that is not to be underestimated."
"And what makes you think I do that?"
"Because if I had an Imperial Seal, I would have killed you all and make myself an Emperor than doing nothing! But I don't!"
"I only demanding the truth, Claw Tiger."
"And the truth is that my son was right! I am really sick of my family being treated as low-level servants after what we have done. And so, I will make this personal warning. Don't challenge or threaten us again. And soon, you'll get the bite. Good day!"
Azure Phoenix, Claw Tiger, Virtue Dragon and Mayor Knight left the main camp at once. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in shock and surprise as they quickly followed their friends now.
Noble Guild groaned, "Pitiful. What a waste of the potential warriors especially this alliance."
Greed Broke sighed and shrugged, "Since Cruez is not a problem anymore, we can do what we want."
"Yes, we are. The alliance is through now. But if you ever..."
"I won't, brother. I won't. Just leave me alone in peace."
Noble Guild nodded, "Good to hear..."
--------------------------------------------
At the small hut, three warlords were having some drinks while looking at each other. They all wondered one thing - are they gonna be friends or foes?
Azure Phoenix hummed, "Don't mind me. Is it true that you have the Imperial Seal?"
"If I had?" Claw Tiger asked dryly.
"Don't misunderstand me. I have no interest of a mere rock," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "But I will warn you this - beware of your enemies especially if it's our own allies. They will do whatever it takes to get it for their lust and desires."
Tiger Clan were annoyed and angered, Claw Tiger chuckled a bit, "My. I didn't know you care about me."
"I don't. I have my respect for you. Take care of your home and the seal," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "What about you, Virtue?"
"To protect this land, I'm going with Mayor Knight home and protect his first before helping others." Virtue Dragon said calmly. He sighed, "I cannot believe that all warlords and heroes come together as one to save the Qin and bring peace. But instead, they turn their backs on it..."
"They're not heroes. Only three of us," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "These warlord desired nothing but power and control especially killing each other to get it. And thus, this lead to more chaos and destruction."
Claw Tiger nodded, "Yes. Things will get ugly if this continues."
"Not unless three of us do something," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "And I intend to restore the land by means of necessary. I am willing to pay that cost for this land." He bowed humbly, "I wish you all luck to do what you have to do for your land."
"As do you," Virtue Dragon and Claw Tiger bowed humbly.
Three Warlords stood up and left the hut. Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers headed to the north. Tiger Clan headed back to Wuhu River. Azure Phoenix and his army headed to the central province. Twilight Sparkle and her friends eavesdropping on the event as they all looked worry and uneasy about it.
"Do you think that they'll be friends?" Spike asked in concern.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I hope so. I really hope so. Because this is the beginning..."
--------------------------------------------


The Coalition has been disbanded. They all split up and returned home for conquest. Noble Guild was the last one to return to his Griffon North now. He was angered and bitter that he couldn't get the Imperial Seal.
"Curse that Claw Tiger! I know he still has that Imperial Seal! I must reclaim it as my own! But how?!" Noble Guild hisses as he hummed in thought. "Knowing that Tiger Clan, they won't back down easily unless they get a surprise attack."
"Perhaps, I can be the assistance." A voice spoke from out of nowhere, surprising Noble Guile.
"Huh?! Who said that?!" Noble Guild demands as he looked around of his surroundings. He turned to front and found a brown unicorn with white long mane and tail dressed in Taoist Robe-like. "Who are you?!"
"I am Unalaq. I am the Servant to Mystic Ponies."
"Really? What makes you think I'd trust."
"You don't. Either you want his death or not. That is up to you." Unalaq said wicked to the pony, making Noble Guild concern. Should he trust him or not?
"Hmm... Good point." Noble Guild sighs as he nodded. What does he got left to lose? "Make him pay for deceiving me! I know he has the Imperial Seal! Make them suffer for this!"
"As you wish..."
And just before Noble Guild could ask, the mysterious Taoist disappeared from his sights.
Noble Guild hummed, "What the hell was that?"
------------------
"With the Coalition disbanded, warlords have returned to their homeland while preparing for conquest. Claw Tiger led his Tiger Clan in returning home to protect the Imperial Seal, hoping that Qin Emperor returns and regained his throne. However, cruel fates await the Tiger Clan..."
Claw Tiger and his Tiger Clan were travelling back home by some of naval fleets through a long river across the large canyon-like. Claw Tiger was on the bridge while looking at the sky.
Brave Tiger arrived at the scene as he felt some guilty about the conversation he has from few days ago at Ma Lou Yang. He then firmly and calmly marched towards his father. The rest of his friends were behind of him.
"Bather, can I talk with you for a sec?" Brave Tiger ask his father seriously.
"Of course, Brave. So, what is it?" Claw Tiger ask, curious to know what's on his son's mind.
Brave Tiger sighed, "Father, I just want to say I'm sorry."
"Huh? For what, son?"
"About the argument. I shouldn't have argue with you about getting more glory. And you were right. I should have think about family."
"Son..." Claw Tiger sighed, then smiles. "I'm glad that you know your mistake. And I won't say you're wrong about us getting mistreatment."
"Really?" Brave Tiger ask his father in surprise.
"Yes. But there's difference between standing up for family and getting glory. And what you did before..."
Brave Tiger sighed, "I know. I want the glory badly. It was wrong of me."
"True. But there were some part that you really did stood for your family." Claw Tiger explains. At least his son now knows how wrong of him to want glory so badly that he neglects everything else. "So, don't you ever forget that and restraint your temptation and desire."
"Family comes first, not glory?" Brave Tiger ask. His father nodded, making him smirk. "Got it, father."
Claw Tiger chuckled while patted his son's should, "That's my boy. Maybe someday, you will lead the clan."
"Highly doubt it, father. Highly doubt it. You won't get killed."
"Hmm... You'd never know, Brave. You'd never know."
"But I'm glad that you both finally reconciled." Courage Tiger said, choosing that time to speak up. "I really hate to see you both fighting nonstop."
"Yeah. Everything is back to normal." Tigress comments in agreement.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were on ship's deck. They overheard of the conversation as some were smiling and relief that father and son have patched things up. Rainbow Dash used the spyglass in looking around of surroundings. This make everypony but Rarity wonder and question.
"Rainbow Dash? What are you doing?" Ben ask Rainbow curiously.
"Are you being a pirate again like the time we worked with the parrot pirates?" Pinkie ask her friends, bouncing up and down happily.
"Keeping an eye on Unalaq. I know he's gonna make his damn move. When he did, I'm gonna kick his ass before he could kill Claw Tiger." Rainbow said seriously. If she stops Unalaq now, then the villain will not be able to kill Claw Tiger.
Rarity groaned, "Agreed. I'd never like that pony. He always have a funny ways to judge and kill ponies. He can't even tell the difference between good and evil, even though he's a Taoist."
"Well, he sounded more like a pony abuse his religion for personal methods and ways to preserve peace and order. In other words, he's a terrorist." Twilight said in disgust. She recalled how that villain was the true reason Sombra and his brother went to evil in the first place.
"Tell me something that I don't know, Twi..." Rainbow remarks dryly to her friend.
"I sometimes has sexy fantasies of my teacher."
"What?"
"That's something you don't know." Twilight said, though secretly embarrassed in bringing it up in the first place.
"So Pinkie, any progress?" Applejack ask her friend curiously.
Pinkie peeks out carefully, then answers, "So far... Nothing..."
"Keep your eyes sharp. He's here..." Rainbow said seriously. Unalaq will make his move soon enough...
Fluttershy gasped, "Like that!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked up to the mountain edge, where the mysterious pony was standing on it. More of ponies appeared magically on rocks.
Rainbow Dash gasped, "Claw! Brave! Look out!"
Claw Tiger and Brave Tiger were surprised and shocked by the call. And just before they could react, Claw Tiger was the first pony got struck by chest.
Tiger Children gasped, "FATHER!"
Looking at more arrows coming down from mountains, Apollo Python gasped, "We're under attack!"
"Shields Up!" Anchor calls out quickly. This isn't a drill, it's an ambush!
The Tiger Warriors responded the calls as they all quickly raised the shields up for defense. However, some got killed while others got injured.
Claw Tiger grunted in pain as he removed arrow, "What was that?"
"The Jing Army attacking us?! I thought they were peaceful neighbors! They wouldn't attack us!" Courage Tiger exclaims, stunned that the ones that they thought were their peaceful neighbors would even tried this!
"They didn't! Unalaq!" Rainbow screams out furiously. That monster has made his first move!
"Unalaq?!" Tigress gasps in shock and concern. She doesn't like the sound of that!
"I don't have time to explain! Get out of here now! Keep Claw alive! Leave the fighting to me!"
"We're not gonna run because of one pony!" Aquastroke protests to Rainbow angrily. No way is anyone going to run from this freak!
"Look, kid. I know you want to fight. But trust me, your dad needs you and everyone else to keep him alive. So, no matter what! Get out of here now!" Rainbow orders Aqua quickly. She wouldn't be alive (or reincarnated for that matter) if she tries to fight someone that the pony isn't even prepared for!
Brave Tiger whistled, "I like this mare. I hope I get married with her."
"I like you. But I got boyfriend. Get your dad out of here now!"
Claw Tiger groaned as he felt his chest pain, "She's right. Something is wrong with me. I should able to withstand this minor."
"Poison!" Apollo Python gasps in horror. "We have to get him out now! We have to move, Master Brave!"
Brave Tiger groaned, "Alright! Full Speed ahead! Keep the shield up! Keep Father alive! Find the medicine to cure him! We have to get out of here!"
"Leave it to me!" Courage Tiger exclaims in determination.
Anchor nodded as he exclaims, "I'm on it!"
Courage Tiger and Anchor quickly moved Claw Tiger to lower deck at once. Brave Tiger led the army in defense against the mysterious enemy. Tigress, Aquastroke and Apollo Python were helping him out.
While soldiers were defending their forces and whole naval fleets, the archers quickly fired their arrows and hit the targets. Though Unalaq's soldiers are illusions, they got hit. Unalaq continued leading his army in firing their arrows on the Tiger Clan. Twilight Sparkle and her friends quickly assisted them.
Courage Tiger and Anchor did their best to slow down or removed the poison on Claw Tiger's chest.
Minutes later of battling, the Tiger Clan managed broken through and escaped the canyon river. They all sighed in relief that the fight is over.
"Milord! Lord Claw! He's... He's-!" Anchor begins to speak, fearing the worst.
Brave Tiger and his allies were in concern and worried. They headed to the lower deck of checking on him. Upon their arrival, they found Claw Tiger looked weak and pain while Courage Tiger was shocked and scared.
"Father! What happens?!" Brave Tiger cries out in fear and worry.
Courage Tiger groaned, "We tried everything, brother. The poison continued infecting him. He's getting worse. Whatever kind of poison was that, it's not made of Land of Ma's."
"It's almost looks made of dark magic." Anchor said grimly. Unalaq must've made this poison with dark magic, making it impossible to cure!
"No... You can't die, father! You can't!" Brave Tiger exclaims, his eyes are filled with tears. He has made up with his father for the argument that happened. Claw Tiger can't go now!
"Father, please! Don't do this!" Aquastroke sobbed in agreement.
"Father! You can do this." Tigress protests frantically. What will the family do without him?
"They're right! We'll find the way! We will!" Courage Tiger exclaims frantically.
Claw Tiger groaned in pain, "I'm sorry... My death will only hurt you all."
"You can't die! The Tiger Clan needs you! I need you! The family needs you!" Brave Tiger hisses out frantically.
Claw Tiger groaned as he held and passed Imperial Seal to his son, "Please, my son. You must now led the Tiger Clan."
"But father, we aren't ready yet!"
Claw Tiger coughed heavily, "The future... belongs to the young..." The warrior coughed once more. Death is near. "My children... Make it your own... Path..." He turned to Rainbow Dash who felt horrible that she failed to save him in time. "Promise me... Keep them alive... You're... One of us... Now..."
With his last breathe given, Claw Tiger closed his eyes while dropping his hoof down. Everyone was in shock and pain of seeing it. They all cried and sobbed tearfully especially Brave Tiger.
Brave Tiger screamed, "Noooooooooo!"
"This can't be... I failed?! No! Damn it!" Rainbow screams out in anger. Claw Tiger is gone, and it's all Unalaq's fault!
"Hey, Rainbow, it's okay." Spike said, patting Rainbow on the back.
"We all can't be saviors." Fluttershy said, comforting her fellow Pegasus.
"It's all that meanie Unalaq's fault." Pinkie remarks happily, making some of the others glare at her. "What?"
"Where is Unalaq?! I'm gonna kill that bastard!" Brave Tiger exclaims in anger. Unalaq is going to pay for his role in his father's death!
A soldier came into the room, giving out this, "My lord! The messenger came from Wuhu River! He brought the news! It has fallen!"
"What?!" Everyone yells out in shock and alarm.
"How?! How is this possible?!" Brave Tiger demands in shock and disbelief. This bit of news happen from out of nowhere!
"What are your orders?!" Anchor ask Brave Tiger quickly. The crew needed orders. Brave Tiger is in charge now.
"Brother, what are we gonna do?" Courage Tiger ask his brother, wondering what to do now.
"Brother, tell us! What can we do?!" Tigress demands to Brave Tiger in determination.
"I... I... I don't know! I don't know!" Brave Tiger answers in worry. He doesn't know what to do! He isn't a leader like his father! For the first time ever, he is at a loss.
"I'm gonna get you for this, Unalaq!" Rainbow exclaims furiously as she dashes out of the room.
"Oh horse feathers! How did I knew she would do this?!" Applejack yells out in shock and worry. If Rainbow goes after Unalaq, that monster will kill her!
"We gotta stop her before she ends up dead!" Twilight exclaims frantically as the others raced after her to stop Rainbow before she makes the biggest stupidest mistake ever!
------------
fter completing his mission, Unalaq continued walking across the hallway of forest. He stopped at once before turned to his back. He got punched to the ground hard.
Rainbow Dash groaned while armed with her nunchucks, "You're gonna pay for this."
Unalaq remained calm as he spoke to his attacker while getting back up, "And you are?"
"Somepony is gonna kick your ass!"
"I have no quarrel with you, fool."
"Yes, you are! For killing my friend's dad, who has done nothing wrong to your stupid religion!" Rainbow yells out furiously to Claw Tiger's murderer. Unalaq must fall before he causes anypony else pain!
Rainbow Dash was about to punch Unalaq. Unfortunately, his eyes glowed darkly blinding her eyes. After she recovered, she found him disappeared.
"Where are you?!" Rainbow demands more than she asked. Unalaq has run out like a coward instead of staying around to fight!
A familiar voice in out of thin air, "I don't know who you are. But I can promised that when I meet you again. I will kill you."
"Too bad. You're dead in the future."
"Rainbow!" Rarity calls out as she and the others arrived on the scene. "Are you all right?"
"Where's Unalaq? Did he run off?" Fluttershy ask Rainbow seriously.
Rainbow Dash growls out angrily, "I'm fine. The next time I see him, I'll kill him."
"Rainbow Dash, we need to help Brave Tiger now. He and his family lost home. They need us now." Twilight said to Rainbow seriously.
Rainbow Dash sighed, "Alright. Let's do it. What can we do?"
"According to his plans, he and his family are gonna work with Greed Broke and Jing."
"What?! Why?!"
Twilight Sparkle explains, "Rainbow Dash, they don't enough army or resources especially their leader just got killed. They won't have enough high spirits to fight and retake their home now. And not to mention, Brave Tiger thinks he's not ready. It's best that we help him than force him."
"Right, we can't fight a battle we won't be able to win." Ben said in agreement. "We must help the army recover from this tragedy."
"Eeyup, and not if you ended up dead as a dead tomato." Applejack said in agreement with her friend. It won't do Rainbow any good if she's dead.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Fine..."
------------------


Nowhere to go especially they're no longer can go home, both Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan made their way to Northern Jing Province - Bo Wang Field. Upon their arrivals, they were meeting both army - Greed Broke's and Sozin - an elder Unicorn worn purplish minister robe and hat, who led the Jing Army. Brave Tiger stood before two leaders as they all began to negotiate.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were among the army as they all were watching the conversation between Brave Tiger and two leaders.
Rainbow Dash groaned in annoyance, "I really hate this..."
"I know, Rainbow Dash. But there is no other way," Twilight Sparkle said in concern.
Rarity sighed, "Poor them. I don't like seeing them like this..."
The table was set for three leaders to sit and drank their tea. Brave Tiger was upset and despaired over his father's death. Sozin sighed while taking a sip of his tea silently. Greed Broke smiled while hummed peacefully.
"So, I heard you've lost both father and the land. What a pity," Greed Broke said amusingly.
Sozin sighed while bowed down humbly, "You have my condolence for your losses, young general. If there's anything you want, I would be happy to help."
"I need a burial for my father. And a place for my clan to stay," Brave Tiger said sadly and dryly, "In return, we will serve you in any way you desire."
Sozin looked sorry and concern while Greed Broke smiled amusingly. Tiger Clan remained firm and calm, though some were frustrated and angered by it while others were upset and sad by their leader's choice. Nevertheless, they will follow him till the end.
"I'd be honored to accept your requests, young stallion," Sozin said calmly, "But I cannot accept you as my servants but friends."
Greed Broke scoffed, "On other hoof, I'd be happy to accept your offer as my servant. And you will do anything I'd say?"
"Greed Broke! Shame on you! Have you no heart for him and his losses?!"
"I am. That is why I'm giving him the chance. And in-return, I want something that your father has since Ma Lou Yang!"
Brave Tiger snarled while glaring at Greed Broke, "For the last time, we don't have it! Even we do, we've lost it during our voyage to Wuhu River. It's pointless."
Greed Broke scoffed, "What a shame. But I'm not satisfied with your offer. Your services as generals under my command would be appreciated but I need something very delicate and perfect for to enjoy..."
"That's enough, Greed!" Sozin snarled dryly.
Greed Broke turned and looked at both Tigress and Aquastroke, who were covered by Courage Tiger and his clan. They have the feeling that the greedy griffon have a funny ideas about what he will do with the ladies.
"I'd like to have those beautiful mares as my concubines eternally." Greed Broke proposed. Brave Tiger snarled in anger. He scoffed, "If not, I want the Imperial Seal. And no more lies."
"I already told you before," Brave Tiger said dryly.
Sozin nodded firmly, "Leave the boy alone! Has he suffered enough for one day?!"
"Oh, please. Brave Tiger barely even broke a sweat or even cry. After all, Tigers don't easily get beaten. They will fight till death, even if it means losing a father. Their claws are made for battles, which I intend to use it for my desires." Greed Broke said amusingly. Brave Tiger looked down in anger. He scoffed, "And therefore, the ladies will be-!"
POW! Greed Broke got punched to the ground very hard. Everyone was in shock and surprise. Rainbow Dash was responsible for knocking the warlord down.
"Rainbow Dash?!" Everyone asked in shock.
"What the hell are you doing?!" Brave Tiger demanded, "You're gonna get us into trouble!"
Greed Broke groaned, "Why you little-?! You dare disrespect me! No lowly peasants like you "
"Shut the hell up, pig!" Rainbow Dash snapped in anger as she helped Greed Broke's robe up high. She snarled, "Brave, Courage, Tigress and Aquastroke just lost their father, alright! You hear that?! Their father! So, keep your damn stupid requests and stop asking questions about Imperial Seal! Because if you don't, I'll show how angry and ferocity I can really get!"
Dropping Greed Broke down, Rainbow Dash turned and slammed her hooves on table to pieces. This shocked and scared everyone out of their pants. They all chatted in concern about her. Twilight Sparkle and her friends became uneasy and worried.
Greed Broke squealed in fear, "Okay! Okay! Okay! I won't ask that requests again! I'll let the Tiger Clan stay as my generals! That is all!"
"If he's up to his tricks, come to me," Sozin said calmly, "For now. Let us help you give a proper burial for your father."
"Thank you, all." Brave Tiger thanked humbly. He turned to Rainbow Dash, "And thank you too, Rainbow Dash. I owe you one."
Rainbow Dash smiled, "You owe me nothing, Brave. I just glad to help my friends. So, take care."
"Where are you going?"
"Don't know. Just travel. If you need me, we'll be there somehow."
Brave Tiger nodded calmly, "Alright. Thank you."
Rainbow Dash nodded as she returned to her group. She found Twilight Sparkle angry and annoyed. And just before the group could argue, Aquastroke came and hugged her passionately. Courage Tiger and Tigress followed their sister.
"Thank you, Miss Rainbow Dash. For everything," Aquastroke thanked Rainbow Dash, "You're the best."
Departing the hug, Rainbow Dash smiled, "Don't mention it. I'm just happy to help." She then patted Aquastroke's mane, "Just call me 'Coach'?"
Aquastroke nodded, "Okay, Coach!"
"We have to go now," Rainbow Dash said calmly. This shocked Aquastroke. She cleared her throat, "Don't worry, kiddo. We'll meet again. Promised."
Aquastroke nodded, "Promised."
Mane Six and their friends waved goodbye to Tiger Clan, who returned the gesture to them. They then left the Tiger Clan. They headed to the new destination. Twilight Sparkle glared at Rainbow Dash, who was annoyed and nervous.
"I know. That was stupid of me for doing that," Rainbow Dash said in annoyance.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "True. But you stood up for our friends. That's the right thing to do. Plus, I'm really annoyed by that stupid Griffon."
Rainbow Dash smirked, "Yeah. I feel good to lose temper at him. We need to deal with that jerk."
"Who knows where he went?" Rarity said in concern, "Just hope everything is okay."
"Me too, Rarity," Twilight Sparkle said in agreement.
--------------------------------------------
"After the losses of both Claw Tiger and Wuhu River Territories, Brave Tiger has made his decision for his clan's future. He and his clan are now serving under Greed Broke. However...
Greed Broke led the Tiger Clan back to his home, where they began their services as his generals for both home and foods.
"While the Coalition believed that their enemy has been killed at the ashes of Ma Lou Yang, they disbanded. In truth, Cruez was still alive. He moved both his army and Emperor to Ma Chang An,
where he continued his reign of terror and pleasure for himself. The peasants and ministers continued suffers by his paws. How long can they survive this long?
At Ma Chang An City, Minister Hopkins was at his home. Angered and upset by Cruez's reign and latest news about the coalition, he was sitting down on his seat at his gardens. He was drinking his tea calmly and slowly, despite being sad and pain.
Minister Hopkins sighed, "Damn it. Qin Dynasty is truly reaching its end. And there's nothing I can do about it."
"Father?" The female voice called. Minister Hopkins was surprised as he turned and found Butterfly Dancer arrived at the garden. She approached and checked on him. She asked, "Are you alright?"
"I'm fine. I'm just tired, after what happen today."
"I'm sorry, father. I wish I could help you."
"There was nothing can be done, my dear. The coalition has been disbanded. A few warlords were killed during their conquest. Cruez continued ruling his reign of terror. And the worse is that Devil Destroyer is guarding him. No one can rebel and defeat that tyrant now."
"If only my dear Devil Destroyer be our sides..."
"Huh? What do you mean by that?" Minister Hopkins asked in surprise as he turned and looked at his daughter, "Are you saying you befriend with the general?"
Butterfly Dancer nodded, "Yes, father. He and I were classmates before he moved away to be warrior. I haven't seen him until we reached our adulthood. We both have a chat and moment together. He even protected us when we moved here."
Minister Hopkins hummed in surprise, "Tell me. Do you love him?"
"Yes, father. I do," Butterfly Dancer admitted before sighed, "I was too shy to tell him."
"You won't be, my dear. I will help and make your dream come true," Minister Hopkins said firmly and calmly, "But to do that. I need your help to get him our side."
"What do you mean?"
"Are you ready to help me? Get Devil Destroyer on our side? Assassinate Cruez for good?"
Butterfly Dancer hummed, "That's a great idea! But how? Will it work?"
"That's where you come in," Minister Hopkins said calmly, "I need you to act as tragic lovers to both Cruez and Devil Destroyer. Convince them that you really love them so much. Make them to hate and fight against each other."
"W-What?!"
"I know it's pain and unacceptable for you to bear. If we succeeded, you will marry Devil Destroyer as you have wanted. Can you help me?"
Butterfly Dancer was in shock and worry as she have some thoughts about following her father's plans. Is she ready for the plans?
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		Chapter 10: Beauty and the Demon



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master
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Chapter 10: Beauty and the Demon


"You want me to fake my love both of them," Butterfly Dancer asked in concern, "I don't know if I can do it, father. I loved Devil so much. I hate deceiving him by faking my love for Cruez..."
Minister Hopkins sighed in shame, "I know, my little butterfly. This is the only way to get Devil Destroyer on our side and kill Cruez. I'm not asking you to do this for me. This is for Qin Dynasty." He then looked away in shame while sighed, "If you hate it, then I understand, my dear. I won't force you to do this mission."
As Butterfly Dancer gave some thoughts, Minister Hopkins turned to and entered his resident's entrance. She quickly held her father's hoof.
"Father, wait," Butterfly Dancer called. Minister Hopkins turned and looked at her. She continued as she shown both reluctant yet determined looks, "I'll do it. I'll do whatever I can to bring Cruez to justice. And save our Dynasty!"
Minister Hopkins was surprised yet touched by his daughter's love and conviction. He then hugged her passionately and happily while sobbing tearfully. She returned it to her father as well.
"Thank you, my dear. Thank you so much, my little Butterfly... And I promised you, when this is over, Devil will be yours."
Butterfly Dancer nodded, "I understand, father. Thank you!"
As Minister Hopkins and Butterfly Dancer were having the moment, Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard the conversation from the storehouse. Rarity complained about it.
Rarity groaned, "Whose idea to hide inside the storehouse again?"
"Rarity, don't you ever stop complaining?" Applejack asked in annoyance. She turned to Twilight Sparkle, "Twilight, you'd think that Devil Destroyer is gonna betrayed Cruez and helped us?"
"Yes, he will," Twilight Sparkle said uneasily and concern, "Devil Destroyer is loyal to no one but himself because he's only interested in fighting, not strategies. And the only pony he loved the most is Butterfly Dancer."
"Man, that guys has no idea the meaning of loyalty, doesn't he?" Rainbow Dash asked in annoyance, "Luckily, I don't do that."
"Yeah, sure. Keep telling yourself," Twilight Sparkle remarked amusingly.
--------------------------------------------
On the next day, Minister Hopkins summoned and invited Devil Destroyer to his home for drinking the tea. While he was waiting at the entrance, he spotted his guest riding his Red Hare, trotting towards him now. The plan is set.
"Ah, General Devil Destroyer, welcome. I've been expecting you," Minister Hopkins greeted warmly.
Devil Destroyer dismounted his Dragon Steed. He bowed humbly, "The honor is mine, Minister. So, why did you invite me, Lord Minister?"
Minister Hopkins smiled, "Nothing much. Just want to have a cup of tea for celebration of your victory."
Devil Destroyer huffed in annoyance, "No, it wasn't. Cruez didn't even let me finish the fight. I could have won that battle."
"True. You are the strongest and most powerful warrior in this land. Nopony, not even Great Mystic themselves, could ever challenge and defeat you."
"Hmm... I like that sound of it. I should challenge the Mystics!"
"Now, now, m'lord. Let's not get ahead of ourselves for this silly ideas. Come. Let's have some drinks and discuss about you."
Devil Destroyer nodded as he followed Minister Hopkins, all the way to the garden. Inside the garden hut, they both have some drinks and chats.
"So, general, did you enjoy the drink?" Minister Hopkins asked curiously. Devil Destroyer nodded in agreement before took another sip. He smiled, "Hearing you say that makes me feel honored. And out of curiosity, have you ever thought of marriage?"
"Marriage?" Devil Destroyer asked curiously.
"Why, yes. Do you have any mare in your mind? A lot of stallions think of Western Ponies, mostly, Princess Twilight Sparkle, Applejack and Rarity. They wanted to marry the mares so badly."
"No. Western Ponies are weak and pathetic ponies especially that white hag unicorn."
Within the storehouse, Rarity overheard it as she was about to lose her temper if not for her friends gagged and held her down of shutting her up.
"Ouch. That must be insulting," Minister Hopkins cringed in concern. He cleared his throat, "Well, since you have no idea of whom you're gonna marry to, then may I make some suggestion of meeting my daughter?"
Devil Destroyer sighed, "Thank you, Minister Hopkins. But it is not necessary for you to be troubled with. I can find her on my own."
"I insist, my lord. You must meet her. And I believe you'll like her a lot!"
"Hmm... Fine. I'll humor you, minister."
Minister Hopkins clapped his hooves gently in summoning his daughter. Butterfly Dancer arrived and bowed before her father and general. Devil Destroyer was in shock and surprised upon looking at her.
"Butterfly Dancer?" Devil Destroyer asked in surprise, "You're Minister Hopkins's daughter?"
Butterfly Dancer nodded, "Yes, I am. It's good to see you again, Lord Devil."
Minister Hopkins laughed amusingly, "I see you both have met. You have surprised me even more. I supposed that this is the mare you wish to marry?"
"Yes!" Devil Destroyer exclaimed happily. He blushed in embarrassment, making Butterfly Dancer giggled while Minister Hopkins shook his head in amusement. He cleared his throat, "With your permission and blessings, Minister."
Minister Hopkins smiled, "I'd be honored of you to be my son-in-law, Devil Destroyer." He turned and looked at his daughter, "Butterfly Dear, would you like to dancer for us?"
Butterfly Dancer smiled and nodded, "Yes, father. This is for you, General."
As Butterfly Dancer moved to the middle; she then began danced gracefully, elegantly and beautifully like a peacock danced while showing his feathers off. This amazed and surprised Devil Destroyer to fall in love with her.
"She's amazing and beautiful mare," Devil Destroyer commented in surprise. He turned and looked at Minister Hopkins, "Minister, will you accept my permission?"
"Certainly," Minister Hopkins smiled as he took a sip of his drinks. His plan is in motion. He muttered proudly, "Certainly..."
--------------------------------------------
On the next day...
After Devil Destroyer accepted marriage with Butterfly Dancer, Minister Hopkins began his next phase of plans - luring Cruez to accept his love. Like Devil Destroyer, he invited Prime Minister to have a drink and chat especially introducing Butterfly Dancer to him. Cruez was touched and amazed by her beauty.
During Butterfly Dancer dancing, Cruez turned and looked at Minister Hopkins for chatting and discussion about her.
"I must say that she's truly most beautiful mare I ever see," Cruez commented proudly, "Is she available?"
Minister Hopkins nodded confidently, "Yes, she is, Prime Minister. She's yours as the gift of honor for protecting the dynasty from harm. And all I ask is that you take good care of her."
Cruez smiled, "Yes. Rest assure that I take good care of her."
"Thank you, sir. Thank you very much," Minister Hopkins bowed humbly before muttered dryly and angrily yet softly, "You honored me."
"Well, then, time to go," Cruez said happily as he got off his chair. He approached Butterfly Dancer, who stopped dancing and bowed before him. He smiled, "Come, my dear. Let's go home."
Butterfly Dancer nodded reluctantly, "Yes, my lord..."
Cruez headed off while Butterfly Dancer followed him from behind. She took her last glance to her father, who remained firm and confident. He nodded gently, making her to nod back to him. Their plan must succeeded. They cannot fail.
Inside the storehouse, Twilight Sparkle and her friends saw the event. They all felt sorry and concerns for Butterfly Dancer of being forced and pretended to love someone, who is cruel and ruthless to the world.
"You'd think she would be okay?" Fluttershy asked in concern.
Rarity sighed, "I certainly hope so. I hate to imagine if that dog ever learned about Butterfly Dancer's plans, she would have been killed."
"Yeah, let's hope Devil Destroyer make a quick decision and kill him," Rainbow Dash remarked dryly, "I hate waiting."
--------------------------------------------
Three days later, Devil Destroyer was on his way to Minister Hopkins's home. He was accompanied by Bladestrike. They both have arrived at their destination.
"My lord, are you certain that Minister Hopkins is willing to let you marry his daughter?" Bladestrike asked in concern, "This is too sudden..."
Devil Destroyer smiled, "Don't worry, old friend. Butterfly Dancer is willing to marry me. She loved me. I am certain that Hopkins will keep his word."
Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike arrived at Hopkins Resident, where they found Minister Hopkins cried and sobbed tearfully. They both dismounted and checked on him.
"Minister! What happen? Why are you crying?!" Devil Destroyer asked in concern.
Minister Hopkins cried, "He took her! He took her! Cruez took Butterfly Dancer!"
"WHAT?!" Devil Destroyer asked in anger.
"Why?! Why would he do this?!" Bladestrike asked in concern.
Minister Hopkins continued sobbing, "He must have heard the rumors that I have most beautiful daughter. He came and demanded me to show her. As I did, he then decided to marry her by force. And if I interfere, he would kill me! Even if I told him about you, he would do the same. Forgive me, Lord Destroyer!"
Devil Destroyer groaned and screamed in anger out loud, "Crrrrrrruuuuuuuuueeeeeeezzzzz! CURSE YOU, DAMN DOG!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends yelped in concern as they were hiding at the cornered of Hopkins Resident. They all hissed in concern and fear.
Spike hissed, "He's angry."
"Really mad dog now," Phobos remarked in concern, "We're gonna die now."
--------------------------------------------


Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike made their way back to Ma Chang An Palace. The Demon Warrior was extremely angry and fierce to find out that his future fiancee is now under the grasps of Cruez.
Bladestrike groaned, "Lord Devil! Slow down now! You mustn't be on rush now!"
"Silence, Bladestrike! I must take that pig's head now! He will pay for stealing her!" Devil Destroyer snarled furiously to Bladestrike. No one takes what is his and gets away with it!
"With all due your respect, defying and attacking him means of betrayal! If you do that, his Diamond Dog Army will come and chased you off! You won't strand a chance against them!"
"I will take my chance no matter the cost! Cruez will pay for this!"
Unknown to the generals, both Snarl and Bolder overheard the conversation when they were eating their noodles. They both looked at each other as they nodded in agreement.
An hour or two have passed, Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike have arrived at the palace's private chamber. They both approached to Cruez, who was eating his food while chatting and playing playfully with Butterfly Dancer.
Devil Destroyer growled a bit. He was disgusted and angered in seeing what Cruez was doing with Butterfly Dancer. This attract his attention.
"Hmm? Is there something wrong, Devil?" Cruez ask curiously. Devil Destroyer looks angry for some reason. Devil Destroyer groaned as he was about to unsheathed his sword, but stopped but Bladestrike. "Tell me, son. Is it true that you were furious with me"?
"Yes, I am! I want to know-!" Devil Destroyer begins to say, but Cruez cuts him off.
"Thread your words carefully, fool! You do not wish to challenge me. Snarl and Bolder told me about your anger. I've given you everything you desire. If there's something you wanted so badly, I would give it to you. But Butterfly Dancer belongs to me. Nopony else!"
"But Minister Hopkins-!"
Cruez chuckled happily, "He gave me the blessings. And therefore, she is my consort! Nothing more, nothing less. If you want a mare so badly, I would help and get you one."
Devil Destroyer groaned, "But Butterfly Dancer-!"
"She's off limits! Nopony is allowed to see and talk with her but me. I own her! I will get a mare for you! Do you understand me?!" Cruez demands more than he asked. Devil Destroyer groaned in anger as he was about to lose his temper. Bladestrike forced his master to bow down in respect while nodded firmly. "Good! Now get out and do your job now!"
Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike nodded firmly, but secretly the Demon Warrior was furious and angered by Cruez's betrayal and refusal to give Butterfly Dancer to him.
As soon as they both left the throne chamber at once, Snarl and Bolder emerged from the shadows. They both bowed down before their master.
"Keep your eyes on him. He's up to something." Cruez said to his men quietly. He doesn't trust him as far as he could throw him.
Snarl and Bolder saluted as they exclaim, "Lord!"
Unknown to Cruez, Butterfly Dancer spoke quietly under her breath and in sadness to boot, "Lord Devil Destroyer... Please, be careful..."
Unknown to any of them, Twilight Sparkle and her friends overheard and saw the event. They all dressed as the maid.
"Well, this really sucks." Rainbow mumbles a bit. "Those two should be with each other."
"Right, but Cruez is a barbarian to deal with." Rarity added in worry. "Isn't there anything we could do?"
"Not at the moment." Twilight whispered with a frown. "We need to wait and let things play out."
"Still sucks." Rainbow remarks.
"I know, I know."
-----------
"A few days have passed since Cruez took and married Butterfly Dancer, Devil Destroyer was constantly being watched by both Snarl and Bolder, to ensure that he wouldn't betray and conspire against his own adopted father. This has frustrated and angered him a lot. This not only caused a rift but also distance between them."
A few days have passed, Devil Destroyer was being watched by both Snarl and Bolder, and even their own spies. This angered him a lot to resent his own father.
"As promised, Cruez has sent many mares to his resident to take and marry. However, Devil Destroyer refused them as he desired one mare - Butterfly Dancer..."
Cruez has sent and delivered many mares to his home, Devil Destroyer angrily refused and sent them home. He wants one thing in his mind - Butterfly Dancer.
"Far away from him, Butterfly Dancer still missed Devil Destroyer, the only pony she ever loved and cared. And so she secretly sent her love letters to him or even meeting him at the garden when Cruez wasn't around."
Whenever Cruez wasn't around, Butterfly Dancer sent her secret love letters to her beloved or even met Devil Destroyer at the garden for chatting and loving.
"However, willing to fulfill her father's wishes, Butterfly Dancer must create the rift between father and son, in order to assassinate Cruez and saved the Qin Dynasty! And so far, her plans worked very well lately..."
Knowing her father's wishes, Butterfly Dancer will do whatever she can to ensure that Cruez and Devil Destroyer have a strained and rift relationship. And hopefully, they can assassinate their common enemy sooner or later...
"But something could go wrong, right Mr. Narrator?" Pinkie's voice ask happily.
The narrator responded, "Please, let me narr...oh wait, this part is over. Damn you!"
Pinkie is heard giggling happily.
----------------
In Spring 151 A.E., Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dancer met again at the garden when Cruez left for official meeting. Snarl and Bolder followed their master as well. They both nuzzled on each other while sitting down on the bench.
Butterfly Dancer said with a sigh, "I wish this could last much longer. I can't never stop thinking about you..."
"So do I." Devil Destroyer agrees. Just then he heard a crying noise from his love. Something's up. "Butterfly Dancer, what's wrong?"
"I-I can't take this anymore! I don't want to stay here anymore!"
"Did Cruez mistreated you again?" Devil Destroyer demanded. Butterfly Dancer nodded in agreement, making him groaned in anger. "Cruez... Damn you! I'll make him pay!"
"H-How? How will you do it? I don't want you get killed for my sake! Please, reconsider it!" Butterfly Dancer begs more than she asked. Deep down, she wanted Cruez to pay too, but not at her love's life!
"I already did. I will rescue you by killing Cruez for good."
"Do you mean it?"
"Yes. That is the promise!" Devil Destroyer exclaims sternly. If he must risk his life to get his love back, then so be it!
Butterfly Dancer smiled while sobbed tearfully. Devil Destroyer held and hugged her in comfort. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in disguise as maids.
"Awww, how wonderful." Fluttershy whispered happily.
"Right, even though they ended up trying to get us centuries later." Nyx said, recalling the later fights with Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dancer.
"Still, it will be nice if things will end up remaining good this way...but not for long." Pinkie said seriously.
"Yeah, and I got a bad feeling it's about to come up now!"
"Come on, what could go wrong now?" Rainbow remarks with a scoff. "Cruez is good as dead. Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dancer are going to be together. What could go wrong now?"
Unknown to any of them, Cruez and Tricky have returned to the garden. But they all stopped at once. They all saw what Devil Destroyer was doing.
Cruez snarled, "Devil Destroyer! You swine! How dare you?!"
Both couples gasped and stopped as they saw Cruez and Tricky have returned.
"Run! Run!" Butterfly Dancer exclaims frantically to her (secret) love. She knew this would happen! Now Devil Destroyer must flee!
Cruez armed the halberd as he screams, "I'll kill you now!"
And just before Devil Destroyer could react, Cruez threw his halberd at him. Luckily, the Demon Warrior dodged the attack and escaped. However, the betrayal and willing to kill him has angered Devil Destroyer.
Cruez rushes over to his "love" to see if she's alright. He spoke though in a demanding tone than in a concerned way, "Butterfly! Are you alright?! You scared me! Did he hurt you?!"
"No, my lord. I am fine." Butterfly Dancer admits, though hiding her hatred towards him.
Tricky squeaked in fear, "My lord, what have you done?! You have angered Lord Devil Destroyer! He will surely come and hunt you down!"
"It was his fault for touching my wife! He has no right at all!" Cruez snapped at Tricky right back. He has treated Devil Destroyer as his son and this is how he get repaid?! With treachery?!
"My lord! Devil has fallen for her! You must do something now before it's too late!"
"Are you saying I have to give up on her to him?!"
"Yes! It's the only way to satisfy him! To ensure him that you have no grudge against him! If you don't, it'll be too late! Please, do it now!" Tricky pleads to Cruez frantically. Once the Devil Destroyer is pissed, he won't rest until revenge is his!
Butterfly Dancer gasped, "No, my lord, don't! Don't send me to that monster!"
"But, honey..." Cruez spoke in a bit of concern.
"You can't! You just can't! Don't send me away! I beg of you!"
Cruez hummed angrily, "Alright! I won't send you to him! You are my wife, no one else. And that's final!"
"But my lord-!" Tricky begins to protest, but Cruez angrily interrupts him.
"Out of the question! That's final!"
Tricky sighed, "We are doomed!"
The ponies looks alarmed and scared. The Devil Destroyer gave a look of anger when he fled. He will more determined to get what he wants now!
"You jinxed it." Applejack groans out to Rainbow while shaking her head. "Why did you jinxed it?"
"Sorry." Rainbow said meekly. Hoo boy, maybe she shouldn't have said anything at all!
-------------
Devil Destroyer headed to Minister Hopkins's home as he explained about his anger and frustration about Cruez and Butterfly Dancer's sufferings.
"Dear Lord. I am so sorry." Minister Hopkins spoke out, giving a look of sincerity towards his lord.
"What can I do to kill him?! He must pay for everything he has done to me and her!" Devil Destroyer exclaims furiously. Cruez has gone too far this time. He must die!
"But he's your father."
"Adopted father. Nothing more, nothing less. And he has angered me for the last time!"
"I see." Minister Hopkins said with a nod. Looks like the Devil Destroyer's mind has been set...such as planned. "And I shall help you as well, my son-in-law. I help you get Butterfly Dancer, and in-return you will serve under me as both general and son-in-law."
"Yes... What should we do?" Devil Destroyer ask the minister. He hopes for some answers.
"Here's how it goes..."
Minister Hopkins whispered to Devil Destroyer about his conspiracy plans, which pleased and amused the Demon Warrior. It is now on set to kill Cruez and save Qin Dynasty.
Pinkie's voice spoke, "A brawl is surely spewing!"
The narrator's voice snapped in irritation, "Pinkie!"
---------------


At his private chamber...
"What?! The Emperor is abdicating his throne to me?!" Cruez asked in surprise yet happy. Minister Hopkins and his colleagues nodded in agreement as they were on the ground. He laughed happily, "I've always knew that I was destined for greatness! When can I ascend to the throne?"
Minister Hopkins smiled, "Tomorrow, my liege. You'll be crowned!"
"Excellent!" Cruez laughed amusingly, "Then, go and make preparation, my dearest friend! Alert Snarl and Bolder to come home. Notify Tricky to meet me at the plaza! My dream of paradise shall come true!"
Minister Hopkins nodded while secretly smirked, "As you command, your worthiness..."
--------------------------------------------
On the next day, Cruez and his small loyal guards have arrived at the plaza, where both the Emperor and ministers have been gathered before him. He smirked proudly that he's now becoming an Emperor. He was heading straight to the altar.
Minister Hopkins held the scroll up as he announced, "By the will and name of Emperor, I hereby declared that Cruez is a traitor for the crimes against the Qin Dynasty and its citizens! And he must be executed! Guards! Take him down!"
As the signal has been given, both ministers and guards gave a loud battle cry. They all charged and surrounded Cruez and his loyalists. This shocked and scared the Diamond Dogs a lot.
"What?! I've been tricked!" Cruez exclaimed in shock and concern, "Where is Tricky?! Why wasn't he here?!"
Minister Hopkins scoffed, "Your strategist and advisor is dead. And you're next!"
Cruez snarled in anger as he turned and glared at Hopkins, "Hopkins, you traitor! You will pay for this! When Devil Destroyer comes, all of you will die!"
"No... Only you..."
Cruez was surprised as he turned and found Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike stood before him. They all armed their weapons.
"There you are! Go and finish them off now!" Cruez ordered firmly. And just before he knew it, Devil Destroyer swung his halberd at him by a large slash on chest. The Diamond Dog yelped and screamed in pain as he fell to the ground hard. He groaned, "W-Why?! How could you?!"
"That's for taking my beloved away," Devil Destroyer remarked dryly. He turned and looked at the loyalists, "If you wish to live, surrender and follow me! I am now your new master!"
Bladestrike gave a loud battle cry, "Surrender and accept defeat!"
Diamond Dogs whined fearfully and scared as they threw and dropped their weapons down. Ministers and Imperial Guards cheered wildly and happily.
Minister Hopkins laughed and cried in joy, "At last! Qin is saved! Our home is safe! It's over!"
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were behind the altar. They all witnessed the event. They were in relieved and happy to see it.
Rainbow Dash groaned, "This is the most boring battle I ever seen."
"Cruez is not a warrior, Rainbow," Ben Valorheart said calmly, "Without the army or guards, he is nothing but a big fat dog."
"But more importantly, the Land of Ma is freed from his tyranny! Everything is back the way it was," Rarity remarked calmly.
"I don't think so, girls," Twilight Sparkle said in concern, "This is only the beginning..."
"What do you mean, Twilight?" Spike asked in concern.
--------------------------------------------
"Cruez has been slain by his own son and trusted general - Devil Destroyer," Narrator narrated, "Both Qin Dynasty and the land itself is saved from his reign of terror. Thus, Minister Hopkins has ascended to rank Prime Minister. And at the same time, both Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dance were married as the agreement they both had."
A week later...
Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dancer, dressed in red colored wedding suit and wedding dress, were sitting on the Chinese Bed. They both were nuzzling on each other's head. He then kissed on her forehead before she kissed on his cheek.
"At last, we're finally united again..." Devil Destroyer said happily. As he looked at his wedded wife, he saw her crying, "Butterfly! What happen?! Did I do something wrong?!"
Butterfly Dancer shook her head, "No, my lord. I'm... I'm happy. I'm so happy that we finally wedded. I've been dreaming of it when we were children. And more importantly, you saved the Qin Dynasty. I'm so happy."
"I am honored that you feel that way, my beloved."
"My lord, do you hate me for deception I used on you?"
"No, of course not. I'm glad that you helped me."
"Really?"
"Yes. Without you; I have nothing but one desire is to find, fight and challenge worthy opponents in this land to satisfy my hunger of war. And I am honored that our day has come..."
"I am honored as well, my dear husband."
Both Devil Destroyer and Butterfly Dancer lied down on the bed as they both looked at each other with a smile. They both nuzzled each other's muzzles gently.
Devil Destroyer sighed, "We're now at peace. Nothing could go wrong..."
--------------------------------------------
"However, the peace could not return," Narrator narrated, "Although Cruez is defeated and killed, his generals - Snarl and Bolder, raised their overwhelming army and attacked Ma Chang An. The conspirators including Minister Hopkins were all killed. Emperor Xian is under their control once again. Devil Destroyer, his wife and his loyalists were forced to exile in search of new home..."
Two months later, both Snarl and Bolder led the rebellion army and attacked Ma Chang An. They also killed Minister Hopkins and other conspirators at the throne chamber while Emperor Xian cowered in fear as he is now under their control.
Devil Destroyer and his unit were forced to escape and gone exile, they all began searching for their new home.
"Without the Emperor assumed the control of his dynasty; war between various warlords rages on, ponies continued suffering and chaos loomed over the Land of Ma. But who could ever bring peace and order to the land now?"
Pinkie Pie whistled, "Wow. This must be the shortest chapter I ever read!"

"Pinkie Pie!" Narrator groaned in annoyance, "Must you always interrupt my narration?!"
Pinkie Pie giggled uneasily, "My bad..."
"So, this is where our friends begin their Three Kingdoms," Rainbow Dash asked.
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Yeah. Things are about to get ugly..."
To be Continued...
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Chapter 11: The Phoenix takes its Flight: War rages on across the Land of Ma! Azure Phoenix, among the warlords, has begun his conquest - starting with Xuchang Province and rice farming field - Yan Province, which was attacked by remains of Yellow Scarf Rebels. Can he handle and managed it? And how many more are willing to join him?


	
		Chapter 11: The Phoenix takes its Flight



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master
--------------------------------------------
Chapter 11: The Phoenix takes its Flight


"The gales of tyranny has been expelled from capital's hallowed confines. However, the damage 
to the Imperial Court's authority has been done, and the land returned to chaos of countless warlords vying for power." Narrator narrated, "With nobody to rule, this newfound peace was tenuous at best. If only there was a hero, who could unite the land..."
Various and many warlords waged their battles against each other fiercely and wildly across the Land of Ma. They all desired one thing - conquest and dominance of their homeland. Many innocent ponies were struggling to stay alive and suffering from the wars.
Azure Phoenix and the large army of his Phoenix Army stood on the edge of hill before his rivals' army. They all armed with their weapons as they all ready to attack their enemies down.
"Powerful though he was, Azure Phoenix was yet one warlord among many."
"Man... This is seriously whacked," Rainbow Dash commented in concern, "But seriously, even though, Cruez is dead, and the war goes on?"
Applejack groaned in concern, "Guess everypony wants to rule the world."
"It's ashamed to see the once peaceful land turned into war zone," Rarity commented in concern.
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "It is, Rarity." She turned and looked at the Land of Ma map. She glanced at Xuchang Province, where her mentor resides, "Either way, let's pay a little visit to Azure Phoenix. Maybe he needs some help."
Her friends chatted and nodded in agreement with Twilight Sparkle as they turned and looked at Xuchang Province location.
--------------------------------------------
Summer, 153 A.E.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gazed upon the city of Xuchang Province. They awed in surprise and amazement. Not only the sighting of ancient cities looked amazing and beautiful, but also how happy the ponies and creatures of Ma are for chatting, shopping and working together. The area was even tightly secured and defended by Azure Phoenix's soldiers and patrols.
"Twilight, darling..." Rarity said, "When you told us about this place is dazzling and beautiful, you really meant it!"
Applejack laughed a bit, "It sure bring back some memories, doesn't it?"
"It sure does," Twilight Sparkle nodded in agreement.
"So, how are we gonna find Azure Phoenix?" Rainbow Dash asked curiously.
"You there!"
Everyone yelped in surprise. They turned to their back as they found the black yet fierce veteran humanoid dragon with strong wings and two antler's horns worn the navy Chinese Imperial Phoenix Armor standing before them, along with his Dragon Soldiers.
Rainbow Dash gasped, "Strict Stalker?"
"I didn't know he works here!" Rarity said in surprise. She yelped in realization, "Never mind! I remember now. He works for Azure Phoenix."
Strict Stalker approached to Twilight Sparkle and asked, "Are you Princess Twilight Sparkle?"
"Uh yes?" Twilight Sparkle admitted.
Strict Stalker and his soldiers kneed down and bowed before her. He continued, "My lady, please come with me. Lord Azure has been expecting you."
"I've been expected?" Twilight Sparkle asked in surprise.
Strict Stalker nodded, "Of course. You are the oracle that sees all, knows all, and even see the future ahead of us. Please, follow me."
Strict Stalker and his soldiers headed off while escorting Twilight Sparkle and her friends to Azure Phoenix's home now. And at the same time, Twilight Sparkle and her friends were having some chats.
"Oracle, huh," Applejack said in surprise, "That's something you don't see everyday. Other than being princess, of course."
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. Who knew that you'd be a celebrity here in ancient times as well?"
"Yeah. Looks like everyone really likes ya," Rainbow Dash remarked before snickered, "Especially Azure Phoenix."
Twilight Sparkle blushed, "Please. I'm nothing special. Just helping my friends out. That's all."
"Yeah. Keep telling yourself, Twi," Ben Valorheart joked, "I wonder what does Azure Phoenix wants from us."
"Why don't we ask him first?" Nyx suggested happily.
"Good idea," Twilight Sparkle commented, "Something must be happening..."
--------------------------------------------
At Xuchang Palace, Azure Phoenix gathered his four officers including his own advisor - James Ratio an aquamarine Earth Pony with gray mane, small mustache and short tail, and his cutie mark is Chinese Brush and Scrolls, worn ancient grand advisor's robes and hat. The warlord was sitting down on his seat while facing to his officers.
"Let us begin," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "Deliver the ideas you have."
"My lord, even though the threat has been dealt with, we should remain vigilant," Anger said firmly and calmly, "You can never tell when the enemy strikes back. I suggest the training to keep them fit and shape for battles."
"We need more soldiers." Armorhide suggested, "Other than strategies, we need more numbers to take both offense and defense against the enemies. I also heard that there were villagers lost their jobs and homes during the war. Let us invite them to our cause."
James Ratio hummed thoughtfully, "I heard rumors that a unicorn, possess a highly intellect in strategies and foreseen the enemies' fates. His name is Schemetrick. And he's been searching for his place in the military army. I suggest we allow him in now, my lord." He cleared his throat a bit, "My lord, make decision. We await for your orders now."
Azure Phoenix gave in some thoughts about the suggestion his allies make. As he was thinking carefully and firmly, his soldier arrived and whispered to the lord about it. He was surprised and shocked about it. He gave a firm nod. The soldier nodded as he headed off.
As Azure Phoenix was thinking about the suggestion, Strict Stalker and his Dragon Guards have arrived and escorted Twilight Sparkle and her friends to the chamber, where everyone but Anger awed in surprise and amazement upon looking at Twilight Sparkle.
"Oh my... You're the Oracle!" James Ratio said in surprise. He laughed a bit while bowed down humbly, "It's an honor to meet you, Oracle Twilight."
Armorhide bowed humbly, "Welcome back, Oracle Twilight."
"Long time no see, Oracle!" Navy Arrow greeted happily.
While her friends laughed amusingly, Twilight Sparkle blushed, "Please. I'm not Oracle. Just making a lucky guess about it."
"In my experience, there is no luck, Twilight," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "For your case, Twilight, you make an excellent oracle and strategist due to your highly intellect and prediction. It'd be shame to let your talents be wasted. Perhaps, you'd be interest to join us. And I certainly believe that you want your friends to join in as well. If so, then anything you desire will be granted."
"Really," Mane Five, Nyx, Spike and Phobos asked hopefully, "Anything?!"
"No thanks, Lord Azure," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "I'd just go around and help ponies in need. That's all."
Azure Phoenix sighed in disappointment, "As I say, it's such a waste. But I won't bother you much. I will ask your opinion."
"Sure. What can I do?" Twilight Sparkle asked. As Azure Phoenix told her, she gave in some thoughts. She smiled, "I think it's best that you take Ratio's suggestion. Then, you'll do Anger's and Armorhide's later. After all, having strategical and intelligent pony on your side will help you gain more territories."
Azure Phoenix hummed while nodded in agreement, "Yes. I thought the same thing." He turned to his officers, "You heard the Oracle. Make it happen!"
"Yes, sir," Phoenix Officers exclaimed firmly and proudly.
All Phoenix Officers headed off at once to perform their duty and mission. Anger was the last one as he gave the glare at Twilight Sparkle before headed off.
"What's with him?" Pinkie Pie asked.
Applejack hummed, "If I guess correctly, he's jealous and doesn't trust her much."
"I don't get it," Rainbow Dash said in concern and annoyance, "Twilight's just giving suggestion. And plus, he's our friend."
"Don't you mean 'he'll be' our friend," Fluttershy corrected Rainbow Dash, "After all, this is past, not future."
Rainbow Dash groaned, "Right..."
"Still..." Ben Valorheart said in concern as he looked at Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle chatting happily and peacefully. He hummed, "Since when did Azure Phoenix became interested of recruiting Twilight only?"
"Good point. He only interested in her when mummy became an Alicorn," Nyx said in concern.
--------------------------------------------
Two days later...
Schemetrick - A peach-colored unicorn with a gentle blond short mane in bun shaped with golden headwear and a short tail worn a navy ancient strategist's robe with white sleeved vest and blue cape, his cutie mark is Chinese Character - 'Knowledge' with two balls and a pole, has arrived and entered the chamber, where he met up with both Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle.
"So, you must be Schemetrick," Azure Phoenix asked calmly and firmly.
Schemetrick nodded and bowed humbly, "Indeed, I am. It is an honor to meet you, Lord Azure and Oracle Twilight Sparkle."
Twilight Sparkle yelped in concern, "Please, stop calling me that!"
Schemetrick chuckled a bit, "Of course. My apologies. I'm too humble. Plus, I'm a bit thirsty."
"In that case, let's have a drink and chat," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "I'd like to get to know more about you."
"Of course, I'd like to know more about you," Schemetrick said calmly.
Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick and Twilight Sparkle were having both a chat and drink together as they wanted to get to know more from each other.
"So, tell me what is it that you desire?" Schemetrick asked calmly, "I am very sure that you didn't conquer the land for glory and conquest. It must be something else."
Azure Phoenix hummed, "Is that so? What makes you think of that?"
"For once, you're not like any warlord I've met and encountered especially Noble Guild. You're different from them. You must have something else other than uniting the land. And so, the question remains what do you actually desire?"
"I see... You can tell the differences of warlords' characteristic including mine. You're smarter than I thought. Perhaps, Ratio was right about you."
"Ratio maybe good at politics and selecting talented ponies, but not best at military strategies. Or should I say, he's the second best at it."
"And you'd think he'd be please with your insults?"
"He may get a bit of insensitive, but he won't let a little insult gets in his way and responsibility to you, my lord."
"Interesting..." Azure Phoenix said in surprise while smiling, "Very well. I'll tell you my secret of ambition. I maybe an ambitious pony, but I'm better than those greedy and corrupted fools."
Schemetrick smiled, "How so?"
"As you know about our homeland, ponies are driven by our desires, and so our hearts drive us forward. Uncontrolled, this leads to chaos." Azure Phoenix said calmly yet poetically, "The current state of the land is testament to this. But I strongly believed that we are capable of better. Desires can be controlled with strength, ruled with reason. Order can be restored. And now, this is my time to realize the ambition. And I required the best of minds, strength and talents."
Twilight Sparkle squealed happily, "Awesome!" Everyone looked at her oddly and uneasily. She giggled uneasily, "Sorry! I just love your poem and speech!"
"Wow. You have a fan, Lord Azure," Schemetrick chuckled amusingly. He cleared his throat, "So, you wish to control the land... with strength and reason?"
"Exactly," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "And at the pinnacle of such a world, I require a true symbol of power and reason..."
"The Emperor..."
"Yes. Without him, only a strong and wise leader must take over and lead. I've spoke of my reason. It's your turn, Schemetrick."
"Very well. As you must know, I wish to make the difference for the world. And to do that, I must find and served the most worthiness and powerful warlord, who appreciate not just strategies but the respect and unity of me and my colleagues. However, so far no one especially Noble Guild."
"What can you tell me about him?"
"Most foolish and indecisive warlord I ever met. Though he has many officers and advisors, but they all lack of teamwork and respect to each other. And I knew he will fall not by his enemies, but the pride. That will be his great downfall."
"Yes. I thought the same thing..." Azure Phoenix said calmly. He smiled, "As Ratio and Oracle Twilight Sparkle has spoken, you are truly intelligent unicorn I ever met. You are truly the pony, who will help me achieve my ambition. And I don't need to tell what I think next."
Schemetrick gasped before smiled, "I am honored, my lord! You are truly the lord I wish to serve."
Azure Phoenix held his hoof up, "Welcome to the Phoenix Army, my strategist."
Schemetrick smiled as he shook Azure Phoenix's hoof, "Thank you, my lord."
Twilight Sparkle squealed happily, "Awesome..."
--------------------------------------------
"However, a threat looms over the Ma's Central." Narrator narrated, "It was then that remnants of the Yellow Scarf Rebels rose up again. They moved from Qing Province, looking to assassinate the viceroy of Yan Province."
Coming from the Qing Province, the remaining army of Yellow Scarf Rebels were charging and attacking Yan Province. Azure Phoenix received the message as he led the army to Yan Province to fight and defeat the Yellow Scarf Rebels.
"Having made a name for himself in the battle against Cruez, Azure Phoenix was requested to come to the assistance of Yan Province...
--------------------------------------------
Fall, 156 A.E.
Anger and Strict Stalker went out for hunting, along with small group of soldiers. Ben Valorheart, Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash, Nyx and Phobos were following them from behind.
"Wanna tell me why you follow us?" Anger asked suspiciously, "If you think you want to join the army, think again."
Strict Stalker nodded, "Indeed. Lord Azure Phoenix has no interest in you, only Oracle Sparkle."
"As if," Rainbow Dash remarked amusingly, "Plus, Twilight is not interested. Got it?"
Anger scoffed, "Talk to my cousin. He won't stop asking her to join his cause..."
"Yeah. I noticed that," Ben Valorheart said suspiciously, "Why? Why her?"
Nyx shrugged, "Hard to tell what Grandpa Azure wanted."
Phobos groaned, "Hard to tell what the hell is going on..."
"So, what are we doing here again?" Pinkie Pie asked happily.
And just before Anger could answer, three Yellow Scarf Rebels came down from the mountain as they all armed with swords and spears.
"Hey, this is our turf! What do you think you're doing?!" Yellow Scarf Rebel demanded.
Anger smirked, "Hunting tigers."
Yellow Scarf Rebels yelped in concern upon hearing what Anger has said. They all screamed like little girls as they quickly ran off at once.
"Seriously?! Tigers?!" Pinkie Pie asked in shock and concern, "Are you guys cannibals?!"
"Nope. I just like hunting and killing tiger to hon my skills," Anger said firmly, "Plus, I don't eat meats, boneheaded pony."
"Hey! I'm not made of bones! Skullcrusher is!" Pinkie Pie exclaimed in annoyance.
Strict Stalker nodded, "And I'm the only cannibal to eat meats."
"Who doesn't know that?" Phobos asked in annoyance.
"What are you leading the enemy here for?!" The grumpy voice demanded in anger, which attracted Ben Valorheart and his friends' attention. He groaned, "Baah! I'll get rid of them for you!"
As everyone was waiting, they encountered A bald brownish muscular Earth Pony with short gray tail worn in his Phoenix Barbarian Armor-like, his cutie mark is axe and skull icon. Three Yellow Scarf Rebels were behind of him while shaking and quivering in fears.
Ben Valorheart and his team gasped, "Rhino Armor?!"
"You know him?!" Strict Stalker asked in surprise. And just before Ben Valorheart and his team could answer, he interrupted, "Don't answer. I rather not find out."
"It's them! You teach them a lesson, will ya?!" Yellow Scarf Rebel exclaimed in concern.
Yellow Scarf Rebels turned and headed off at once. Rhino Armor groaned in annoyance while glaring at his 'friends' running off.
"So, what are you gonna teach us?" Pinkie Pie asked happily. Everyone glared at her. She yelped, "What?! I was asking."
Rhino Armor huffed angrily, "They feed me once, and now I've got to look after their sorry hides..."
And just before anyone could ask, Rhino Armor turned while launched his thrusting punch at Anger, who quickly moved back at once.
Anger whistled, "Hey, kids. Wanna tell me how strong he is?"
"Very strong and unstoppable juggernaut," Rainbow Dash remarked amusingly, "He can literally punch the walls down."
Dropped the sword down, Anger smirked, "Good to hear. I'll test him with my hooves now."
"Hmm..." Rhino Armor hummed amusingly while cracked his head and hooves tightly, "You might be worth the trouble. After that, I'm gonna skin the dragon for my new clothes."
Phobos screamed, "Don't let him kill me!"
"Like I care," Anger remarked amusingly, "Bring it on, baldy!"
Rhino Armor smirked before roared wildly as he charged at Anger, who remained calm and firm. Both of them began fighting and punching against each other fiercely and wildly for few rounds.
"That's gonna leave the mark," Pinkie Pie remarked in surprise.
--------------------------------------------


Twilight Sparkle and the rest of her friends were inside of Phoenix Army Main Camp, where Azure Phoenix and his remaining officers including Schemetrick were discussing and planning to fight against the Yellow Scarf Rebels.
Armorhide spoke up in a stern voice, "Our enemy is Yellow Scarf, though they have no officer of note left. But they still have numbers, and their tenacity must not be underestimated."
Schemetrick nodded as he spoke, "I agree. Though I suspect that they came here for than just expanding territories, they're here for a great reason."
"True. The land has been scarred since the war has begun. Many villagers lost their homes and families. Something must have driven them here." James Ratio adds in question.
"Weird, now how could that happened?" Fluttershy ask a bit worried.
"Who knows? We have to at least capture them and find out of what's going on." Twilight said in concern.
Anger and Strict Stalker have returned while Ben Valorheart and his team reunite with others. They even brought Rhino Armor, who was rubbing his head gently.
"Well, glad to see you girls here." Twilight said, giving a soft smile to her longtime friends.
"We were busy with other stuff." Rainbow remarks with a shrug.
"And not worried about some intense silly plot point later in this story!" Pinkie squeals happily. The others decided not to be concerned about that; That Pinkie, still being Pinkie.
"We were hunting tigers, but we seem to have caught something better. He's strong, and me and the kids can vouch for his courage. He made a good bodyguard." Anger said with a proud look.
Strict Stalker nodded, adding, "It's true, my lord. He's the perfect candidate. His name is Rhino Armor."
"Oh yes, as tough as Rockhoof and brave as Flash Magnus." Applejack boasted, though she kept quiet before the past ones ask what she's on about.
"Right, much better than some ponies." Rarity said thoughtfully.
Azure Phoenix approached to Rhino Armor, as he looked and inspected the warrior's appearance and muscles.
Azure Phoenix pauses to think before speaking, "Very well, he's hired."
"Huh?! You mean, I'm your bodyguard? Are you sure?" Rhino Armor asked in surprise by this decision. He would've thought someone like Azure Phoenix would be unsure about this!
Blazefist even agrees on his thought, asking, "Sir, are you sure? He's a bandit."
Schemetrick chuckles, speaking to the unsure Rhino Armor, "Do not worry, my friend. My lord knows what he's doing especially a pony like you comeswith the highest recommendation."
"Really," Rhino Armor asked. Everyone nodded. He blushed while adding, "Gee... I don't know what to say."
"Just say thank you. And you'd better get used to it. Protecting our lord is no easy job. Better than let Lax do the work." Navy Arrows joke while pointing a taunting hoof at Laxtinct, much to his chagrin.
"Hey!" Laxtinct protested then he sighed, "I'm just nervous being around with him, that's all. Either way, good luck, Rhino."
Anger nodded while crossed his hooves, adding, "Rhino, I'm entrusting you with our lord's safety."
"Don't let us down, general. We're all counting on you to protect him." James Ratio said, giving out a serious look to Rhino Armor. The last thing this pony wants is for the new bodyguard to mess this up.
"To think that I would be made as his bodyguard... You all don't have the problem with that?" Rhino Armor ask the others puzzled and a bit concerned.
Armorhide smiles, patting him on the back as he spoke, "If our lord has accepted you, then I am not one to question him. As long as you continue to keep him safe, of course."
"Trust me; I got a feeling that he may." Ben said with an assuring smile.
"Right, if there's anyone who can get the job done, it will be him." Nyx said with a happy squee, she can trust Rhino Armor to keep Azure Phoenix safe.
Rhino Armor nodded, he gives a salute as he spoke, "Understand. I won't let you down! I promised."
"My lord, what about the rumors? The one involved of a giant pony in Yan Province? We should be worry about him. I heard he's even stronger as Rhino Armor." Blazefist said seriously. If there's a giant pony at all, it could be a big problem!
"Don't worry, lieutenant. If we do come across with him, Rhino Armor will handle him." Schemetrick said in assuratrion.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he spoke, "That is correct, Schemetrick. Nevertheless, we will overcome him soon enough." With that, the lover of Celestia and future ally of Equestria turned to his officers and soldiers to give out the orders, "The time is now. Let's go, Rhino Armor. It's time to see what you're made of."
Rhino Armor nodded, exclaiming, "At once, commander! I mean, my lord!"
"Oracle Twilight, I wish you to accompany me and Schemetrick. Valorheart, Dash and Applejack will assist Anger on battle against the enemies. The rest of you will remain here."
Pinkie Pie groaned, "How come we don't get to go out and have fun?"
"Uh, Pinkie. That's a really bad idea to say it." Fluttershy said meekly. Not only if saying that is true, it may upset their new friends.
"Ms. Pie, this is not a game. This is war! It is our duty to protect citizens at all cost. I suggest you take things serious for once." Armorhide exclaims seriously. He seems a bit annoyed that Pinkie isn't taking this whole thing seriously.
"Yeah; otherwise, you'd get out of here." Blazefist said in agreement, feeling that Pinkie should leave if she can't be able to do so.
Anger groaned, "I'd never understand of why and how could she befriend with nimrods like them."
"Geez, for future allies, they are total jerks." Rainbow whispers to her friends, a bit annoyed by the Phoenix Army's attitude towards Pinkie and the rest of Twilight's friends.
"Yep, you done would've thought they give us more confidence." Applejack whispers right back.
Luckily, the members didn't seem to hear the two's comments. Schemetrick continues his conversation with Rhino, "Either way, Rhino Armor, protect our lord and oracle at all cost."
"For the last time, stop calling me 'Oracle'!" Twilight exclaims in irritation. She wants to be called by her name, not by the title given to her!
"Awww, relax, Oracle." Rainbow teased Twilight a bit. "You are always just an egghead."
"Shoo, stop spoiling the end of books." Rarity teased Twilight as well.
"Right, got that from a fortune cookie?" Fluttershy giggled, not resisting the urge to tease as well.
"Wow, betcha she didn't saw that one coming." Pinkie jokes a bit, making the other girls laughs as well.
Twilight Sparkle rolls her eyes, resisting the urge to laugh along. She comments, "Very funny, girls. Very funny," The Alicorn knew that they were doing this all in good fun.
"All units, prepare to march! Defeat and capture the rebels alive! I want to interrogate them!" Azure Phoenix orders his men sternly. The time has come to capture the rebels and find out what they know, at all cost!
"Lord!" Everyone exclaims, giving a big salute to their lord.
As the gate opened, Azure Phoenix and his Phoenix Army charged into the battlefield. Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick, Rhino Armor and small numbers of 100 soldiers headed off while Twilight Sparkle followed them to the west. Ben Valorheart and his team assisted Anger and his army on the north. James Ratio and Armorhide remained behind with the rest of Mane Six.
Nyx, Spike and Phobos sneaked out while followed Twilight Sparkle.
----------
As Azure Phoenix and his army continued marching to the north, they encountered some ambushes and Yellow Scarf Rebels from forest. Luckily, Rhino Armor charged and engaged them.
Just as Anger and Strict Stalker has decribed him, he strongly and fiercely punched and knocked them hard at ease, with his bare hoof. Rhino Armor also used his Demon Axe in killing them as well.
Azure Phoenix gave a smile of approval, speaking, "Magnificent... Rhino Armor is truly powerful."
Schemetrick smiles as he answers, "Indeed, my lord. He's definitely fit for bodyguard."
"Yes, I'm glad he did. Thank you for accompanying me, Twilight. It eases my concerns."
"Please, I didn't do anything. Besides, it's your officers, who did a lot of hard works for you." Twilight said, feeling a blush of embarrassment for the compliments.
"True. It was still your handiwork for recruiting me to his lord's service. And therefore, you deserve some credits." Schemetrick points out; that made her blush even redder.
"Sure, why not? But Rhino Armor is recruited by Ben and others."
"Perhaps...I wish to speak with you, Twilight. This involved of your friends." Azure Phoenix said, giving a look of concern to the Alicorn. Twilight Sparkle looked at him as he continues, "Do your friends truly take anything serious or even put their loyalties to you?"
"Well, they may tease or have fun, but they often do so." Twilight said, not sure where the Lord of Ma is going with this, but the way he say it is rather unassuring.
"Not based on my perspective. Tell me, have they ever let you down or even abandoned you before? Because of their characteristic and behavior, I highly doubt they actually agreed with you for everything."
"Welll....okay, there's one thing when they didn't take my concerns over my friendship reports to a certain teacher involving being tardy....and an incident at a wedding that I rather NOT talk about....and there's one adventure when a force invaded our homeland and we are trying to find a way to save it..."
Azure Phoenix gave an annoyed sigh as he continues, "Just as I thought. As the princess, you should enforce your rule on them, not they on you. You should not let them harm and bully you because you are their leader. And the leaders make the hard decision, not your officers. They are always right."
"Not always, Lord Azure. I made a lot of mistakes. And the worst I ever did is I stolen the pearl from a Hippogriff because I need it to save Equestria from Storm K-!" Twilight yelps a bit, perhaps now isn't the time to reveal the Storm King's invasion. She quickly "corrects" herself, "I mean, Mystic Ponies! I hurt my friends painfully. I really regret of that."
Azure Phoenix scoffed, "You shouldn't feel. You do what you must to protect Equestria from Mystic Ponies. And in fact, Hippogriffs are bunch of selfish and unreliable fools. They protect themselves, not helping others."
"But it was wrong! I ruined my friendship!"
"What is more important? Your home or silly friendship with strangers, who is willing to use and betray their own allies."
"I... I... I don't know... I just want to help both. That's all." Twilight said in hesitation. Her mentor is putting the princess in a bind here. While he was correct on some points, he isn't always right, right?
Azure Phoenix just sighs as he shakes his head, "Poor naive fool. I truly sympathize and pity you. It's not about friendship. This is about responsibility to your ponies, not others. And your friends failed to do so.â€� Twilight Sparkle was silent. I was right, am I, Twilight?"
"Y-Yes; But still, even though we don't always agree, we always made it out at the end."
"I truly impress with your optimistic, Twilight. But ask yourself this, when the times comes with choosing, will they stand beside you or betray you?"
"What do you mean?" Twilight ask, uncertain. She doesn't like what Azure seems to be saying at all once more.
"I know your friends have different loyalties to some certain individuals such as Rainbow Dash and Rarity pledged theirs to Tiger Clan. And when I do cross blades with their allies, they stand with them than with you. If that happens, what will you do?" Azure Phoenix asks Twilight seriously.
Twilight Sparkle was in shock and concern about Azure Phoenix's question.
Twilight Sparkle shook her head as she exclaims, "It won't happen! I won't betray them as they won't do to me."
"I hope so, Twilight. Because if it happen, they will betray you like they did to you when Mystic Ponies invaded your home; if I were you, I trust myself than others. As the old saying goes, 'I'd rather betray the world than let it betray me'." Azure Phoenix said seriously once more. Twilight looks stunned, if he serious or just testing her? She hopes he is testing her!
Twilight Sparkle muttered quietly so Azure won't hear her, "You're just like Tempest. It's actually Storm King invaded home in present."
Schemetrick chose this time to speak up, "Either way, we should focus on the mission now."
"Yes, you're right. But Twilight, I'd suggest you join my army, Twilight. It is a safe haven, where nopony will ever harm or disagree with you again. You'll be treated fairly, my dear." Azure said calmly to the mare. He is offering her haven from those who would harm or disagree with her apparently.
"I-I'll think about it." Twilight said in hesitation. While Azure did make some good points, she can't go and betray her friends; right?
"Good to hear."
"My lord, watch out!" Rhino Armor yells out in alarm as he looks up and notices something.
Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle looked up as they found Yellow Scarf Archers on top of trees and cliff as they armed and aimed their arrows at both of them.
As enemy archers fired their arrows, Rhino Armor jumped in while pushed Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle back while blocking and tearing down arrows to pieces. He then threw the swinging axe at them in decapitating them like throwing a boomerang at them.
Rhino Armor roared, "Alright, who's next?!" Yellow Scarf Rebels yelped in concern as they ran off at once. "My lord; Oracle Twilight, are you alright?"
"Rhino, you saved us!" Twilight exclaims, relieved by this. They would've been dead if Rhino haven't warned them in time.
"Of course, it's my duty."
Azure Phoenix chuckled a bit, "Well done, Rhino. Well done, indeed. You're truly a mighty warrior from an old ages."
Schemetrick nodded as he adds, "Indeed, we make the right decision." It was indeed a good decision of recruiting Rhino Armor as a bodyguard after all.
Rhino Armor laughed uneasily, "It was nothing, my lord..."
"Let us continue our work. I hope you choose the right side, Twilight when the time has come..." Azure Phoenix said calmly to Twilight, this made her unsure about that.
To make the incident worst for her, Schemetrick puts in his little two bits, "Oracle Twilight, although your dedication and loyalty to your friends is admirable, there are times that you must make hardest decision, not for your friends but the ponies. It may hurt them but it's for the good of the land. Please, think about it. I suggest you accept this offer than decline it."
"Schemetrick..." Twilight said with a gulp. Is everypony in the past so neglectful on friendship? It makes her wonder why the book even put her in this position.
"After all, I must thank you for recruiting me to join the military. And I am proud of it. I'll do everything I can to help my lord to achieve it. But can your friends do the same for you?"
"I... I don't know..."
"Think about it as my master has said..." Schemetrick said calmly. It makes Twilight wonders if he even senses her hesitation or not.
While Twilight Sparkle was distracted in thinking about Azure Phoenix's offer, three familiar little ones were hiding behind bushes and overheard the event.
"This can't be good..." Spike mumbles to the others quietly.
"I know. If Storm King hadn't come and invade our home, mummy wouldn't be in doubts of her friendship with daddy and others." Nyx adds in agreement. She has other thoughts while adding, "Well, not daddy. At least, you, I, Megan, daddy and Phobos stayed with her after that little fight during that time."
"Well, they did mess up in the first place for being friends with a cat and pirates." Phobos remarked, rolling his eyes at that.
"We were there, Phobos! We joined the fun while Twilight was busy to find Hippogriffs and trying to save Equestria, all by herself! We've make her pressure a lot. And now, I think she's still mad with us about the mess." Spike said, worried that Twilight may not have gotten over what happened during the adventure against the Storm King and his forces.
Nyx nodded yet points out, "No, she can't be. She admitted she was wrong about saying horrible words to them or not even making some friends."
"That doesn't stop her to reconsider it. Every word Azure Phoenix has said is true about us and her. We let her down."
"So, what now," Phobos asked, a little worried. Azure seems to be trying to get Twilight to abandon her true friends.
"We have to make it up. We've gotta let the others know about it. We can't let Azure Phoenix convinced her to join his side! If she did, the history is gonna change differently!" Spike said, worried. If Twilight goes over to Azure's side, at least in the present, things may not be good for the history.
"If he let us to..."
"It doesn't matter. We have to show mummy that our friendship with her never stops. even the slightest mistakes we made." Nyx said in determination.
"Yeah; Come on! Let's get back to camp now!" Spike exclaims. The trio better leave before anyone even notices that they're here.
------------------
Anger and his warriors were engaging and battling with the Yellow Scarf Rebels with ease and swift. Anger was riding his Dragon Steed while swinging his scimitar at them. Navy Arrow fired his arrows at his enemies. Strict Stalker roared wildly as he swung and slashed his trident at his enemies to pieces. Blazefist and Laxtinct covered for each other's backs while fighting the enemy troops.
Ben Valorheart, Rainbow Dash and Applejack were helping them as well.
The Phoenix Army have defeated and chased off the Yellow Scarf Rebels now.
"Hoo doggy; that's what I am talking about," Applejack cheers wildly.
"Oh yeah, go home, you yellow bellies!" Rainbow taunts the fleeing enemies.
Laxtinct sighed, "That's the last of them. I can't take it anymore."
"We still fail to capture one of them alive." Strict Stalker said in annoyance. They should've at least capture one of the enemies for interrogation!
"We'll get them again. What's more important that we get the job done. " Anger said, undaunted by this fact.
"Yeah; I just hope cousin is alright." Navy Arrow said seriously.
Blazefist gasped, "Hey, did you feel that?!"
STOMP! Anger and the Phoenix Army were in shock as they felt the ground was shaking.
"Whoa! What's shakin'?" Rainbow jokes a bit, much to the present ones' annoyance.
"Really," Ben asks Rainbow dryly. "You make a dumb joke like that at a time like this?"
Everyone stood while armed with their weapons as they encountered A fat Earth Pony with black mane in bun-shape and short tail worn a blue vest and an armor, his cutie mark is club, a bowl of rice and vegetables.
"Are you the one been messing up with our field?!" The newcomer roars out in fury. Although the army doesn't seem to know him, it didn't take long for the ones of the present to recognize him.
"Is that-?!" Applejack gasps in alarm.
"It's him!" Rainbow gulps a bit, recognizing who the attacker is now.
"Of course; The Giant Pony is Bullhound!" Ben gasps a bit in amazement yet worry.
"I don't know who you are. But I won't let you destroy the field. I won't let you all." Bullhound said in determination and defiance. No one destroys this field and gets away with it!
"Wait, whoa, whoa, pal! Stop," Rainbow exclaims as she waves her hooves around like a mad pony. "You don't have to do this!"
"Right, at least talk before taking action!" Ben exclaims in agreement, even Laxtinct is waving for Bullhound to stop, getting scared of what may come next.
With all of his might and strength, Bullhound lifted a giant rock up high. He turned and glared at his enemies. He growled in anger, which scared and shocked the Phoenix Army.
"Geez and I done thought Rockhoof was strong!" Applejack exclaims with widened eyes.
"Who's Rockhoof?" Anger asks, raising an eyebrow of curiosity about that.
"Ehh, just...somepony I know."
"This is gonna be the problem." Blazefist said seriously, knowing this attacker is going to be a problem to deal with now.
"Incoming boulder," Laxtinct screams out. Bullhound is about to release another boulder at the army!
Bullhound threw the giant boulder right at The Phoenix Army. They all quickly moved and dodged the attacks before they could get squashed.
Bullhound then wielded his giant mace, snarling, "I'm ready to fight."
Applejack gulps, "This is so not good..."
------------------------
BOOM; The loud explosion and ground shaking, which shocked and surprised Azure Phoenix and his small team.
"What was that?!" Rhino Armor yells out in alarm, everyone looks to see some smoke rising from the horizion.
Schemetrick spoke out seriously, "That smoke... It's coming from Anger's main units!"
Twilight Sparkle gasped, "Ben! My friends! I have to help them now!"
Twilight Sparkle trotted off at once.
"Rhino; follow her. Protect the Oracle!" Azure Phoenix ordered to Rhino Armor quickly. If the Oracle is hurt, it may cause the army to lose their advantage or worst!
Rhino Armor nodded, yelling out, "Understood!"
As soon as Rhino Armor headed off, Azure Phoenix and Schemetrick have some talks.
"What do you think, my friend?" Azure Phoenix asks Schemetrick on his two bits.
Schemetrick pauses as he spoke, "If I guess correctly, then I'd say that we've found our giant pony..."
"Let's find out of how strong he can really be. I wish to see it, with my own eyes."
--------------


SCREAM! Pinkie Pie was screaming as she and her friends were running away as they were all badly wounded and injured by Bullhound's attacks. The Phoenix Officers and their Army were dealing and fighting with Bullhound, who was still angry and upset about his rice field being ruined and messed up. Some of Yellow Scarf Rebels came and joined the giant pony on the battlefield as they were battling with the Phoenix Soldiers.
Strict Stalker and Laxtinct charged in as they were pushing Bullhound back. However, the giant pony withstood the attack as he quickly swung and pushed them right on the tents hard. Anger and Blazefist charged in while Navy Arrow was firing his arrows at him. Bullhound managed to dodge and avoid the arrows. Both Anger and Blazefist jumped up while slamming their weapon at him, who swung his mace at them off. And at the same time, he grabbed a rock as he threw it right at Navy Arrow, who quickly moved back before fell down. Armorhide readied his shield while James Ration readied his Ice Spell as they were about to face Bullhound. But instead, they got rammed and pushed aside hard.
Bullhound turned and glared at Ben Valorheart and his friends. They all were worried and scared as they knew what he was going to do next.
Bullhound groaned, "You're next!"
"You'd think he's still mad at us about the field?" Rainbow Dash asked in concern.
Applejack gulped, "Definitely!"
"Here he comes!" Nyx, Pinkie Pie and Fluttershy screamed in fear.
As Bullhound was charging at Ben Valorheart and his team, something flew in while ramming him off to the supply crates. They all gasped as they cheered and came towards a familiar friend. They all gave her a hug.
"I'm so happy that you're safe!" Twilight Sparkle exclaimed in relief. She sighed, "I thought I lost you all again."
"Fat chance," Rainbow Dash exclaimed proudly.
Pinkie Pie nodded, "Yeah. You can't get rid of us, so easily."
"Indeed, you're our friends," Rarity said calmly, "We also hate to think of losing you again. That is too many times for us to handle."
"Aw... Thank you," Twilight Sparkle thanked calmly, "But who attacked you all?" She turned and looked at the pony, who got out from the crates. She gasped, "Bullhound?!"
Bullhound groaned, "You'd pick a wrong pony to mess with! And I'm now angry! Get ready to feel my wrath!"
Bullhound roared in anger as he charged straight at Twilight Sparkle and her friends. And just before he could kill them, Rhino Armor rammed him off. He then came to Twilight Sparkle and her friends. He then readied his Demon Axe for a fight.
"I will not let you harm the Oracle and her friends," Rhino Armor snarled, "I'd give my life for her and my lord!"
Bullhound groaned as he readied his mace, "Fine. Let's do this!"
Rhino Armor and Bullhound screamed wildly as they both charged and began their duel. They both fiercely and determinedly swung and clashed their axe and mace at each other, and sometimes, they also dodged and blocked the attacks for few rounds.
Rhino Armor slammed his axe by top. He got blocked by Bullhound's handler before pushed him back. The fat pony roared in anger as he stomped his hooves very hard like a mad bull. He charged and rolled himself straight at muscular pony, who quickly blocked the attack while withstanding his hooves on the ground hard. After holding him, Rhino Armor then punched Bullhound away from him in falling down.
Bullhound got up as well before dropped his mace down. He charged and gave a hard punch at Rhino Armor, who groaned and snarled in anger about it while dropped his axe down. Both of them began fiercely launching hard punches on each other face, chest and limbs for few rounds. Both Yellow Scarf Rebels and Phoenix Soldiers were cheering for their champions to win the duel.
"Wow! Did you see that?!" Rainbow Dash asked in shock.
Applejack nodded, "They're both equally matched."
"And scary too," Fluttershy said in concern, "I certainly hope that I don't have to face him."
Both Azure Phoenix and Schemetrick have arrived to the scene as well. They both witnessed the fierce duel between Rhino Armor and Bullhound.
"So, that is the giant pony?" Azure Phoenix asked amusingly, "Impressive. His strength will be put into good use."
Schemetrick nodded in agreement, "Yes, my lord. Indeed, he will. And the question is how does the fight ends? Who do you believe will win this duel?"
"Rhino Armor will," Azure Phoenix said confidently and calmly, "He's strong enough to defeat this giant pony."
As if his guess was correct, Rhino Armor gave one last punch on Bullhound, who fell to the ground hard. The Yellow Scarf Rebels came and helped him standing up while armed and readied to fight. Both them and the Phoenix Army were about to fight again.
"That is enough!" Azure Phoenix ordered firmly. Everyone stopped as they turned to him. Both him and Schemetrick approached them as well. He asked firmly, "Why is it that you fight? For your departed lord? To defeat the Qin?"
Yellow Scarf Rebels snarled, "W-We're here because we want to stay alive! We can't live in a war - ravaged land! How... How could you ever understand us?"
"They're right," Bullhound said in concern as he turned and faced to Azure Phoenix, with his sad looks. He continued, "You mustn't! If this keeps up, we all grow hungry! Trampled by fighting, the field and the people will starve!" He screamed in agony, "That's no good!"
"Aw... That's sad..." Pinkie Pie said sadly.
Applejack sighed, "I know how Bull feels. If my hard work on crops ever get destroyed, then I'd be upset because my family need them to eat and live."
"Darling, if that's how you feel," Rarity said in concern, "Maybe you try to ask for help?"
"Help?! Ask for help?!" Yellow Scarf Rebel #1 demanded as he approached to Rarity, "We did but you bloody nobles ignored us! Abandoned us! Starve us to death!"
"And not to mention, our family is dead because of you all!" Yellow Scarf Rebel #2 exclaimed in anger, "You all don't deserve to be government and nobles!"
Yellow Scarf Rebel #3 snarled, "Yeah. Give us gold and food now, bitch!"
"Take it easy, everypony! She's trying to help," Twilight Sparkle pleaded while defending Rarity, "She's not like any nobles. Honest!"
"Liar! Nobles always lies," Yellow Scarf Rebel #1 exclaimed in anger, "You might as well be dead, bitch!"
"Stop it!" Bullhound shouted in anger. Yellow Scarf Rebels stopped. He continued, "I know that you're suffering from inside. But if you steal the crops from other people, then they'll suffer too. And that is why we make our crops in the first place. To get ourselves feed. But we must also defend it too. It's what we need."
"So. That is why you came here for," James Ratio asked amusingly, "To restart your new live."
Schemetrick nodded in understanding, "Yan Province is known for richness in field and crops. And to ensure their field is safe and secured, they must defeat the nobles at all cost."
Armorhide sighed, "I truly pity them for their losses and tragic..."
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly, "So, you were all fighting to protect these crops. But try as you might, you cannot win. Your field will trampled in the end, no matter how many times you fight."
"So... So what should I do?!" Bullhound asked.
"Surrender now," Blazefist said firmly, "You all will in prison for crimes against the Qin."
"Dude, that's harsh..." Laxtinct said in concern.
Strict Stalker huffed, "That is the law, Private. We must obey and abide it at all cost, despite the tragic and losses they have suffered. They cannot escape their consequences."
"No... I have a better solution," Azure Phoenix said firmly. Everyone looked at him. He continued, "The answer was simple all along. This conflict is caused by the fact that the right people aren't in the right place."
"Wait... What's he saying?" Blazefist asked in concern.
Navy Arrow snickered a bit, "I get the feeling that he has some plans for them."
"Join our cause. All of you, you must set aside your differences and come with me." Azure Phoenix answered firmly. Everyone was surprised by his answers. He continued, "Fight to end this chaos, and to make the land rich and fertile once more. I will give you all that desire."
Everyone chatted in surprise and shock by Azure Phoenix's answer. The Yellow Scarf Rebels were giving some thoughts about joining Azure Phoenix's Forces.
"Huh? Seriously," Rhino Armor asked in surprise.
"H-He can't be!" Blazefist exclaimed in disbelief.
"Might as well be, kiddo," Anger scoffed, "Cousin sure knows what's best for the ponies. He'll get them what they needed, but they have to do him a great favor."
"Wow... I didn't expect that," Phobos said in shock.
Nyx smiled, "Grandpa Azure knows what is best for the ponies. And that's why he's known to be the best warlord in Equestria's History."
Bullhound approached Azure Phoenix and asked, "If I fight with you, then the war will end? Everyone will get fed?"
Azure Phoenix smiled, "That's right. Come, join us. You and Rhino Armor would be made as great bodyguards."
Bullhound gasped before cheered happily, "Thank you, my lord!" He turned to his friends, "Hey, everypony! From now on, we fight for these guys! We're gonna get our own land and crops!"
Yellow Scarf Rebels then cheered wildly and happily. They not only joined Azure Phoenix's military army but also they get their farmlands to work and tend in. Both Bullhound and Rhino Armor gave each other a hoof-bump.
"You fight well for a fat pony," Rhino Armor remarked.
Bullhound chuckled, "You too, baldy. I look forward of working with you. We'd make a best team of bodyguard for Lord Azure!"
Rhino Armor smiled, "Yeah. I couldn't agree more."
Azure Phoenix smiled, "With stallions like you both protecting me, I can afford the odd advantages.
"He turn all Yellow Scarf Rebels to his side," Rainbow Dash said in shock, "That's amazing! How does he do that?"
Twilight Sparkle smiled, "Because he's Azure Phoenix - the Hero of Chaos and Emperor and Found of Imperial Phoenix Empire. He's the one of best leaders Equestria and Mystic Realm could ever had..."
--------------------------------------------
Inside the Xuchang Palace, Azure Phoenix was standing before his officers and soldiers on his throne chair stage. They all bowed before him firmly and proudly.
"Future historian says would say this was when Imperial Phoenix Empire's rise to power began." Narrator narrated, "With the rebellion quelled, Azure Phoenix has taken Yan Province and ruined Ma Lou Yang as his secondary territories while still a ruler of Xuchang Province." 
After having three territories under his control, Azure Phoenix guided and led Bullhound and the remnants of Yellow Scarf Rebels to these areas. He presented them to tend and work on their new land for farmlands and rebuilding new cities. They all nodded in agreement while they and other officers and soldiers have pledged their services to Azure Phoenix as his loyal and advanced main unit - Imperial Phoenix Army.
"In addition, he welcomed all Yellow Scarf Rebels, who had surrendered into his ranks. They were named as the Imperial Phoenix Army and became main unit of Azure Phoenix's Forces. He even give these lands to them to tend as farmland and rebuild the cities..."
--------------------------------------------
Few months later after the Battle of Yan Province,
At Xuchang Palace, Twilight Sparkle was on her way to guest's room after taking a long bath for relaxation. As she opened the door, a loud explosion of party confetti and streamers poured on her. She was surprised by the noise. She even found her friends holding the cake and presents while the room is decorated with party theme and banner said 'We're Sorry, Twilight!'
"W-What is this?" Twilight Sparkle asked in surprise and concern.
"Sugarcube, we heard what Azure Phoenix told you about all of us," Applejack said in concern. Twilight Sparkle looked surprise. She continued, "Nyx, Spike and Phobos told us about it."
"And that's why we set the 'Apology Party'," Pinkie Pie explained, "Hoping to make everything we have messed up when you're trying to save our home."
"And of course, we also want to say sorry for getting some unwanted attention to us," Rainbow Dash added, "I so need to stop using Sonic Rainboom when Equestria is in danger."
"Girls; don't apologize. None of those were your fault." Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "You were just trying to get help. And besides, it was my fault for-!"
Rarity interrupted, "Darling, please don't say that! If we hadn't been playing around, you wouldn't have done something foolish as stealing pearl from Queen Novo."
Fluttershy nodded, "I agree. And not to mention, we abandoned you again. We thought we've learn from our mistakes. But I guess we didn't."
"Girls, please. Stop blaming yourself for the past..." Twilight Sparkle pleaded while shedding some tears, "I don't like when you're all having guilty tripping for my sake. It's not right for you all to do that. None of them were your fault."
"It doesn't matter, Twilight," Ben Valorheart said calmly as he gave her a comfort hug, "All you need to know is that we'll always be with you. We're all friends."
"And family," Nyx and Spike added as they gave Twilight Sparkle a hug.
Applejack joined in, "Sugarcube, you should know that you can always count on us. We're apples to the core, Twilight; Right, ponies?"
"Right," Rarity, Rainbow Dash and Flutetrshy joined in hugging Twilight Sparkle.
Phobos groaned as he joined the hug, "Ah, what the heck!"
"Just promise me that you won't do mistake again like stealing pearl from Hippogriffs when we're fighting the Storm King?" Pinkie Pie asked happily, "After all, I don't want to gone into argument."
"So, you won't to go and join Azure Phoenix. Don't leave us again?" Ben Valorheart asked hopefully.
Twilight Sparkle smiled, "No, silly. I won't. You're my friends. Nothing is gonna change that ever."
Pinkie Pie giggled, "When we get back to our home from the future, I'm gonna make the best birthday party and apology party ever! It's gonna be something that you won't forget!"
"Sure. Just make sure that you don't overboard as Rainbow Dash," Twilight Sparkle joked.
"Hey! That wasn't funny," Rainbow Dash exclaimed in annoyance.
"Either way, thank you for being my faithful best friends," Twilight Sparkle said calmly. She then smiled, "Who wants some Mooncakes?"
Everyone cheered and party happily inside the guest room as they were having great time. Unknown to them, Laxtinct and Bullhound overheard the noise and chats when they were passing the guest room by. They both were in shock and surprise while looking at each other.
"Wow..." Laxtinct said in shock.
Bullhound nodded, "Yeah... Double wow... Lord Azure Phoenix is gonna be shock about it."
--------------------------------------------
Inside Phoenix Office Chamber, both Bullhound and Laxtinct made some reports to Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick and James Ratio.
"What; is this true?!" Azure Phoenix asked in surprise. Bullhound and Laxtinct nodded. He was in shock and surprise before laughed a bit, "Perfect... This is indeed perfect. I knew there's something special about Twilight Sparkle."
"Yes, indeed she is, my lord." James Ratio said in agreement, "With her, you can easily predict the enemy's movement and also prevent possible disasters. We must recruit her."
"It won't be easy, Master Ratio," Schemetrick said calmly, "Her loyalties and bonds are ties to her friends and family. She won't be easily convinced to join us, with mere gifts and bribes."
"I see. This could be difficult. But I fear that they may join one of your rival warlords such as Virtue Dragon or Tiger Clan. She could be following with them as well. This could be disasters to us."
"Yes, it will be. I doubt I could predict their next movement."
"And that is why we're going to break their friendship for good," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "I want Twilight Sparkle as my oracle and general, at all cost. I will not be denied of taking her by sides. She is the asset to our army."
James Ratio nodded, "I understand, my lord; But how?"
"I don't know the means of manipulation," Schemetrick said in concern, "But I do know someone. Isn't it right, Master Woren Alert?"
"Indeed..." Woren Alert said slyly. A middle aged orange-red mixed Pegasus worn a glasses and the ancient advisor's robe and hat while his cutie mark is red alert siren-like and glasses, emerged from the shadows. He bowed to Azure Phoenix. He smiled, "I assure you, my lord. She will be yours. You have my word."
"Very well, do your best, Woren," Azure Phoenix said firmly. He turned and looked at both Bullhound and Laxtinct, "You have served me well, Bullhound and Corporal. You've brought me the most valuable information I need."
Bullhound and Laxtinct bowed humbly, "Thank you, my lord."
"Twilight Sparkle..." Azure Phoenix said firmly, "I will show you how broken your friendship and bonds with them is truly be. And soon, you will be mine. I promise you for that, oracle..."
To be Continued...
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Pinkie Pie: Wait a minute! Since when did the chapter involved of Twilight?! I thought we're inside the Book of Ages! Shouldn't we not be included in this history book?
Narrator: Pinkie Pie! Do you mind?! You're doing it again!
Pinkie Pie: Okay! Okay! I was just asking! Jeez. This Narrator maybe good at narrating on Dynasty Warriors narration. But he got lousy patient for asking questions.
Narrator groaned: I heard that, Pinkie. I could easily erase you from existence.
Pinkie Pie screamed: No! Don't do that! I hate not being alive! I've got too many times to do! I can't die!
Narrator: Then, be quiet! Honestly, how is it hard to find characters that doesn't ask too many questions and shut up. They're less annoying than Pinkie Pie.
Pinkie Pie: I heard that, Michael McConnohie!
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
 My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
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Chapter 12: Ambition and Virtue

The Imperial Phoenix Messenger arrived and reported to Azure Phoenix, who was in shock before he screamed and cried in anger, pained and sadness. He eventually learned the culprit behind his father's death. He was fiercely angered and raged as he decided to take revenge on them by any means of necessary.
"The following year, a tragic incident occurred. Bilbo Holm, the Governor of Flooding City, had Azure Phoenix's father assassinated." Narrator narrated, "Both angered and saddened by this turn of the event, Azure Phoenix advanced his troops on Flooding City of Xu in order to seek the revenge on Bilbo Holm and his ponies."
--------------------------------------------
In August, 156 A.E.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were at the village of Xu Province, where they were in horrible and shocked in witnessing the Imperial Phoenix Army slaughtered and massacred both the soldiers and civilians for more than 100,000 including mares and foals. They even ransacked food and items from Xu Province.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in deep shock and scared. They all couldn't believe that Azure Phoenix would resort this with violence and massacres.
"I can't believe it," Rarity said in shock and concern, "How could he do this?!"
"These ponies are innocents. They have nothing to do with Azure's father," Applejack said in shock.
"Yeah. It's that Bilbo Holm! He caused the mess!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed in anger. She turned to Twilight Sparkle, who was in shock and scared, "Twi? You're okay?"
"No... I'm not..." Twilight Sparkle said in shock while looking at the scene, "This can't be him... It just can't be! He couldn't have!"
"Twilight..." Ben Valorheart said in concern while patted on her back gently, "I'm sorry."
Twilight Sparkle hissed, "This has to stop! I have to talk sense to him now before he destroy more lives!"
Spike gasped, "Twilight, you can't! Azure is in rage! Nopony or even Celestia could change his mind! You know that!"
Nyx nodded in concern, "He's right. Grandpa Azure won't change his mind so easily."
"I have to try. I have to," Twilight Sparkle insisted. She sighed, "He's my friend, my Dark Magic mentor and a father-figure."
Pinkie Pie hissed, "I hope you know what you're doing, Twilight. He's not the same Azure Phoenix, who help and train you."
"I know, Pinkie. I know..." Twilight Sparkle said calmly and firmly.
"We should split up," Ben Valorheart suggested, "Me, Pinkie Pie, Rainbow Dash and Rarity will talk with Bilbo about the murder case. The rest of you got with Twilight to talk some sense to Azure Phoenix about his revenge. And hopefully, we can avoid another bloodshed."
"Then, what are we waiting for? Let's get started before it's too late," Rainbow Dash exclaimed firmly.
--------------------------------------------
In nighttime, Twilight Sparkle and her friends arrived at Azure Phoenix's camp, which located further away from Xu Province. They entered the main camp, where they found most of Imperial Phoenix Army chatted with each other quietly about Azure Phoenix and rampage against Bilbo Holm for his father's death. The soldiers worm white headband and robes.
Imperial Phoenix Soldiers chatted with each other, "Poor Lord Azure, I hope he's okay. Yeah. I can't believe that bastard kill his father! Why the hell that governor do such a thing?! I thought Bilbo and Dr. Phoenix were good friends. That governor is coward. He don't deserve to be one! He's gonna regret those action! I hope he and his ponies die in hell for all I care! Yeah! These ponies don't even care about him at all!"
"Oh my..." Fluttershy said in concern, "How could these ponies said horrible words?"
Applejack sighed, "These are his soldiers. And they're all loyal to him because they got treated well. They'll do anything to help him out. They don't care of who and what they think as long they get the job done for him."
"Which is why we have to stop this," Twilight Sparkle said firmly, "I just hope he listens to me."
"Me too," Nyx nodded in agreement.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends continued walking through the camp as they were searching for Azure Phoenix. They came across Phoenix's Camp with phoenix symbol, where officers - Anger, Bullhound, Rhino Armor, Armorhide, Blazefist and Woren Alert were chatting about the problem. They also donned the same attire as their soldiers.
Bullhound hummed in concern as he was eating his Bak Chou Rice, "I just hope Lord Azure is alright." He sighed, "I don't killing ponies..."
"Yeah... Me too..." Rhino Armor said in concern, "Is it wrong for me to think about it? I feel guilty about it. I know it's my job to protect my lord, but I'm still ashamed about it."
"You're not the only one, who felt that way too," Blazefist said in upset tone. He hissed, "And I know what it felt about losing your father. I felt that and wanted nothing more than revenge on the murderer. But massacring these ponies. I'm not sure it's right or wrong."
"It doesn't matter," Anger said dryly, "Because in the end, the fault is Bilbo Holm. He holds responsible for my uncle's death. And he will pay for it."
Armorhide nodded firmly, "Agreed. And we must do whatever we can to help our lord."
"Indeed," Woren Alert smiled gently, "I wonder if the oracle felt the same way. No doubt her friends will disapprove of the killings."
Anger huffed, "She'd better. If she thinks that forgiving Bilbo will fix anything, she'd better hope that our lord won't think of her friends' fate."
"Sir, you don't mean-?!" Blazefist looked in concern and fear, "With all due respect, General Anger, sealing their fates will not make Twilight to join our cause. She might be against us."
"Yes... It will be difficult to deal with that," Woren Alert said amusingly, "We'll think of something that will change her mind to join us."
Armorhide nodded, "Yes. Let us hope that our plan will work."
Twilight Sparkle cleared her throat, causing the Imperial Phoenix Officers got up and bowed before her. This gesture annoyed her as she still doesn't like the idea of being called 'oracle'.
"Please, stop doing it," Twilight Sparkle insisted. Imperial Phoenix Officers stood up and looked at her. She continued, "I'm here to see Lord Azure Phoenix. I must speak with him."
"This is about the revenge?" Anger asked suspiciously. Twilight Sparkle nodded firmly. He sighed, "Figures. Usually, I won't allow anyone to go in. But for you and your friends only, I make an exception. But be warned. Azure Phoenix is not in good mood to back down from what he wants."
Twilight Sparkle nodded, "Dully noted."
"Good thing we didn't bring Pinkie Pie," Fluttershy said calmly, "The last thing we want is getting into troubles."
Applejack nodded, "Yeah. We definitely don't want that..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends entered the Phoenix Camp, where they found Azure Phoenix worn white robe and bowing down before the table that has the white banner with Chinese Characters - 'A Beloved Father and Doctor to Qin - Dr. Wong Phoenix'. His children is now grown up - Strikespell at 10, Wingblade at 9 and the twins Notepoem and Hope Light at 8. They also worn the attire as well. They were shedding tears in despair. Schemetrick was among them as he worn the same white robe and headband as well.
"Father... Is grandfather in heaven?" Strikespell asked in concern, "Will he be alright by himself?"
"Yes, my son. He's fine. His soul is safe in the heaven," Azure Phoenix said gently as he patted his eldest son's head. He then narrowed his eyes in anger, "But... He is not at peace. The murderer is still alive. I will offer his head to your grandfather, so he can find his peace."
"Why would he do this, father?" Notepoem asked.
Hope Light nodded, "I thought Grandfather and Bilbo are friends."
"Power... That fool wants power," Azure Phoenix said darkly and angrily, "If that's what he wants, and the prize he shall get by paying the price."
Wingblade smirked, "Yeah! For grandfather."
"Yes. For him..." Azure Phoenix said calmly. He then heard the hoofstep approaching close to him. He turned his back and found Twilight Sparkle and her friends stood before him. He sighed, "I was wondering when you and your friends are going to show up..."
Twilight Sparkle bowed down, "Lord Azure, I'm so sorry for your loss. I know how it feels to lose someone you loved..."
"Yes... I appreciate it. But I will not stop until I have Bilbo's head. That coward will pay for everything he has done to my father. If he refused to come out and accept his fate, I will make him to come out, even if I must burn another village and kill more peasants!"
"But, Lord Azure! You can't! They have nothing to do with your father's death! They're innocent ponies! Revenge won't bring him back!"
Azure Phoenix stood up and gave the dark glare at Twilight Sparkle and her friends. They were all frightened and scared by his appearance especially his angry eyes.
"I don't think he's happy," Spike said in concern.
Phobos gulped, "We're gonna die now."
"Innocent?! Innocent?!" Azure Phoenix demanded fiercely, scaring Twilight Sparkle and her friends. He continued, "How dare you?! My father was murdered by his soldiers! His ponies, whom he sent to protect my father but instead, murdered him and ransacked his golds at his bloody land! And I will repaid him back with his ponies' flesh and blood to show my wrath!"
"Then, you will be no better than Cruez and Seekcurse!" Twilight Sparkle snapped, "Don't become a monster like them!"
"Are you asking me to abandon my revenge?! Never!"
"Listen to yourself! What happen to the pony, who welcomes the bandits in open hooves?! What happen to that pony, who gave the land and job for them?! What has happen to him?!"
"The pony you knew is retired," Azure Phoenix said darkly, shocked Twilight Sparkle, "And what stands before you is pain and sad pony, who lost his father to that traitor! I will not be denied from taking my revenge!"
"Azure, please, listen to me," Twilight Sparkle pleaded, "I'm not asking you to abandon it. I'm asking you to stop slaughtering the innocent. If it's really Bilbo, then confront him face-to-face. And if it's not, then leave him and kill the real murderer. But, don't involved innocent to this."
Azure Phoenix gave the angry looks at Twilight Sparkle, "Fine. I'll do your way. But if I found out that all of Xu Province was indeed involved of this, they won't be the only ponies I'm sending to hell. Understand?"
Twilight Sparkle gulped before nodded fearfully, "Don't worry, some of my friends were investigating the problem now."
"I hope so, Twilight..." Azure Phoenix said darkly before glaring at her friends, "Because their fates are in your hooves..."
Azure Phoenix then walked out from Twilight Sparkle and her friends. His children went and followed him as well. She sighed as she fell down hard. Her friends came and helped her out. Schemetrick approached her, as well.
"Twilight, are you alright?" Applejack asked in concern.
Fluttershy hissed, "Please, be alright. I hate to see you traumatized!"
"I... I'm fine. Just got scared..." Twilight Sparkle said fearfully, "I know he has bad temper but I'd never actually witnessed his fury before."
"Yeah. He's scary..." Nyx said fearfully.
"Never ever want to go through that again," Spike said in concern.
"I should have warned you of his temper, Twilight," Schemetrick said in concern, "Usually, we always let him steam off than interfering him. It's the only way to calm his anger."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "Even so, I can't let him go on rampage and kill the innocents. It's wrong!"
"Believe it or not, Twilight. I didn't want this either, but I must obey my master's command. And besides, it's these ponies especially Bilbo Holm needs to learn to accept defeat and responsibility for what they did to Dr. Phoenix. If they don't, all will suffered his wrath. And you know how terrifying and dangerous Lord Azure can be..."
"Yeah, I know..."
"I really hope that your words reach him. If it did not, he will not show any mercy to anyone now..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends gulped fearfully, "Sweet Celestia..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Flooding City's Palace, Ben Valorheart and his friends managed to get inside it. And not only they get the chance to meet and talk with Bilbo Holm, but also reunite with their friends as well.
"Virtue Dragon! Blade! Warpath! And Dragonspear! It's been a while!" Rarity exclaimed happily.
Pinkie Pie nodded happily, "Yeah! Haven't seen you since you and your friends gone home. What a relief to see you again."
"I felt the same way," Virtue Dragon said calmly, "Mayor Knight allowed 5,000 soldiers to come and assist me. I'm glad that you came and help us to defend Master Holm."
"Why? He murdered Azure Phoenix's father," Rainbow Dash asked suspiciously, "I thought you helped the innocent."
Virtue Dragon said firmly, "I am. And believe me, Holm is innocent and he has nothing to do with murdering Azure's father."
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Yes. Holm is kindhearted and generous governor. He would never bring harm to ponies and outsiders. I don't believe he could do such a thing."
"Maybe that Azure Phoenix make up the story to conquer," Warpath Temper said, "I mean that's the only reason."
Dragonspear shook his head, "Highly unlikely. Azure Phoenix is always a calm and patient warlord. But because of his father's death, he has gone in rage to get revenge. This is the proof of attacking the innocent ponies."
"If he didn't, then who did?" Ben Valorheart asked in concern.
"I can answer it," Bilbo Holm answered sadly. They looked up and found an old unicorn with bear worn minister's robe, "It was my soldiers. I welcomed and hired them when they were bandits. I thought my kind treatment to them will change their ways. But I was wrong when I sent them to protect and escort my old friend home. He was attacked and assassinated before they escaped with the gold."
Bilbo Holm sighed while looked down in shame, "When the reports came to me, I was heartbroken to hear it. I was so upset that my own soldiers is willing to defy the order and harm an innocent! And now, Azure Phoenix will not stop until he has my head. There is nothing to stop him now..."
"I bid the differ," Rarity said firmly, "Because you tell the truth, it should be enough to convince Azure Phoenix to stop taking his revenge."
"It won't be," Rainbow Dash said in concern, "Blazefist told me that Azure Phoenix wants the proof than words. And it means we have to catch the real criminal. Without him, he thinks Bilbo Holm is a liar."
Pinkie Pie squealed fearfully, "W-What are we gonna do?! We can't just let Azure gets what he wants! Bilbo is innocent. After all, Bilbo Baggins is good Hobbit too."
Bilbo Holm groaned in defeat, "Either way, I'm doom!"
"Not yet," Ben Valorheart said firmly. Everyone looked at him. He spoke firmly, "We have to talk and face him. It's the only way."
"Kid, you do realized that this is Azure Phoenix," Warpath Temper asked in concern.
"I know. But my friends are on Phoenix Camp to talk some sense to him," Ben Valorheart said calmly, "If it works, then we can sort this out by talking."
Blade Dragoon hummed in concern, "I hope your friends can do it. Lord Azure Phoenix's anger will not be easily calm down. He will not show mercy easily, unless we actually prove him the evidence that Holm is innocent."
"And the only way to protect him is that we have to fight," Dragonspear said firmly.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "If that's the only way, then so be it. I will not let innocent be killed for the crimes he did not commit."
"Yeah. We won't let it happen," Rainbow Dash said firmly, "Not on our watch..."
Rarity nodded, "I agree, indeed. We won't let an innocent to get killed."
"Just hope Twilight can do it," Pinkie Pie said in concern, "We really need a good and happy Azure Phoenix, not the crazy angry warlord."
--------------------------------------------
On the next day, Twilight Sparkle and her friends accompany Azure Phoenix, Anger, Rhino Armor, Bullhound and Schemetrick to the Flooding City. They found Bolbo Holm, Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers and Ben Valorheart's team were standing in front of the gate.
"Virtue Dragon... I didn't expect you to be here to protect my father's murderer." Azure Phoenix snarls at the one he thought to be his friend.
Twilight Sparkle hissed, "Lord Azure, please... Don't jump into wrong conclusion."
Schemetrick nodded as he spoke, "Let us heed them out first."
Azure Phoenix groaned, "Very well."
"Hoo doggy, Azure's angrier than a bull seeing red." Applejack whispers to the others in concern.
"Yes, I'm scared that he may not listen." Fluttershy whispers in agreement.
"Come on, Grandma Azure would listen. This is the same guy that Grandma Celestia used to fall for." Nyx whispered, convinced that Azure may listen.
"That's what worries me." Spike said in worry. Azure may not be the same guy as he was anymore.
Virtue Dragon spoke out in sincerity, "Lord Azure, I understand your pain and losses for your father's death. But I assure you that I came here to help the ponies. Master Bilbo is innocent. And he has nothing to do with it."
Azure Phoenix darkly asks, "Really? Is that so? Care to evaluate? Where is the proof of your innocent, then?"
"Jeez, doesn't this guy listens or be nice for once?" Warpath Temper whispers to his own pals, disbelief of Azure's behavior.
Blade Dragoon sighed, "His father's death has blinded him in anger to be generous and nice. All we can do is wait and appease him at once."
Dragonspear nodded as he agrees, "Agreed. Bilbo has to confess the truth and hopefully, Azure forgave him."
"Think he will listen?" Rainbow whispers to her own group, "Because I got a bad feeling about this."
"Well, Azure may be ticked off, but I doubt he will be this stubborn and a monster." Ben whispers, yet he is having concerns of his own.
"Come on! We will make it through this! The authors of this fic wouldn't let anything bad happen o us!" Pinkie exclaims happily, puzzling her friends.
Bilbo Holm bowed down in respect as he spoke, "Lord Azure, please heed to me. I have nothing against your father. He and I were close friends. And believe me, I will do anything to help him and even protect him. You should know that."
"If that is true, then why did you killed our lord's father," Anger demands furiously to the so-called murderer.
Rhino Armor snarled, "Unless you're lying to us from the start; if so, I'll kill you!"
Bullhound quickly grabs Rhino before he could do anything, "Rhino, stop! We should listen before we make the move."
Bilbo Holm sighed as he bowed down, "I know you're angry with me. And you have every right to do it. But please, spare my ponies. They were not responsible for it. I am for choosing the wrong officer to protect and escort your father to safety. Please, will you let them live and let me be punished?"
"Lord Azure, did you see it? Bilbo didn't mean for this to happen. He really feels sorry for it. As your friend and oracle, I beg of you not to kill him. Spare him..." Twilight pleads to Azure. She hopes for once that Azure will listen to reason.
"Yes, please, spare him!" Some of the other supporters for Bilbo exclaims in agreement. "Don't do it, listen for once; yeah!"
Azure Phoenix remained silent while glaring at worried Bilbo Holm. The Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army approached to the governor.
As everyone was watching the event, Azure Phoenix snarled in anger as he swung his Imperial Sword in uppercut strike at Bilbo Holm's chest. The old pony yelped in pain as he fell to the ground. Everyone gasped in shock.
"What...the buck," Rainbow yelps out in alarm. She can't believe what she's seeing.
"He went and attacked an innocent pony?!" Fluttershy squeaks out in horror.
"No, no..." Nyx said, shaking her head at what she's seeing. Ben looks horrified, this isn't the same Azure he knew and respected!
Twilight Sparkle shakes her head as she begins to ask, ""Lord Azure... How could you..."
"Why; Bilbo has kneed down before and even begged for mercy for his ponies! He even confess the truth!" Virtue Dragon cries out in shock and anger.
Rarity came and helped Bilbo Holm standing up still while glaring Azure Phoenix, snapping, "Bilbo is an innocent pony!"
Azure Phoenix snaps furiously, "Lying.... I know he's lying. Trying to cheat your way out, huh? I'd always known that you're a weasel! You and your ponies must be punished for the crimes of murdering my father! I'll be taking down the Xu Proovince to appease my father! Therefore, I will not stop until all of my enemies have fallen!"
"No, don't!" Ben exclaims in horror and alarm. "This isn't the way!"
"Have you gone crazy?!" Virtue Dragon yells out in horror. More innocent ponies shouldn't be killed just because of Azure's unjust and anger!
"Man and I thought the Dark Mystic Ponies are useless. You take the cake!" Phobos snaps furiously. He is this close of going Moon Dragon and ripping this jerk apart!
"Looks like I got someone on the way top of my jerks list!" Rainbow exclaims in disgust and anger. Luckily, Azure didn't seem to hear the last two comments.
"Please, stop! Don't hurt them!" Fluttershy whimpers sadly to the lord.
Everyone shouted out in protest over this order. Warpath Temper groaned, "Damn you! I'd never thought you would sink this low!"
"This is unacceptable! We won't allow it!" Blade Dragoon exclaims out furiously. If Azure wants to harm ponies, then he will have something to say and/or do about it!
Dragonspear nodded as he exclaims, "Agreed! We will not let you harm the innocents!"
Anger snaps to the protestors in...well, anger, "By my book, there is no innocent. It's either you're with us or against us. And I can tell that you're no allies of mine."
"For my lord, I will defend him and defeat you all!" Rhino Armor said, saluting and preparing for battle if need be.
"Yeah; I'm gonna squash you all." Bullhound said in determination. He is ready to squash the ones who would even side with the murdering traitor!
Both Imperial Phoenix Army and Virtue Dragon's Forces armed and readied to fight, awaiting the order from their leaders. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked worry and uneasy about the situation.
Schemetrick spoke out seriously, "It appears we're on the standoff now."
And just before Azure Phoenix could give the order, Twilight Sparkle teleported in front of him; Everyone was in shock and surprised by her doing.
"Twilight, move aside now!" Azure demands furiously to his friend.
"No!" Twilight yells out in defiance as she stood in place, much to everyone's further shock and surprise.
"Okay, now what is she doing?" Rainbow ask in alarm.
"She ain't gotta do what Ben, Shining and Flash did one time, is she?" Applejack ask in alarm and worry that Twilight may do something drastic to defy Azure like how the mentioned three did at the Crystal Empire one time.
"How dare you?! You dare stand in my way to claim my revenge?!" Azure Phoenix hisses furiously to Twilight. He thought she of all ponies would understand what he must do!
Twilight winced at Azure's tone of voice, but nevertheless she kept her ground. The Alicorn exclaims, "No! I'm trying to stop you from making mistakes!" Azure Phoenix snarled in anger at her. "Please, Lord Azure, don't do this! Spare Bilbo and his ponies; they really truly sorry for this."
"You dare sides with them?! Twilight, I thought you're my friend."
"I am." Twilight then bowed down, she must convince him to reconsider. "I beg of you. Let go of your hate and anger. You're better than this. Your father wouldn't want you do this."
That ended up being the wrong thing to say. Azure roars out in fury, "You don't know what my father wants, traitor!" Azure Phoenix slammed his sword on the ground, scaring Twilight Sparkle off. Her friends came and helped her out,"If you want to protect these weaklings and murderers, then defeat me if you can, Twilight. You will not stop me from taking my revenge!"
Twilight Sparkle was in shock and pain of what she has heard. She shook her head as the mare spoke, "Alright. I'll duel with you."
"No!" Nyx and Phobos gasps in shock.
"Twilight, are you crazy?!" Rarity yells out in alarm and horror. "Don't you remember when Ben was foolish enough to duel someone like Azure Phoenix?!'
"Right, come on, Twilight, think before doing!" Ben exclaims in agreement and worry.
"Don't do it, or he will kill you!" Fluttershy cries out with a quick nod.
"Right, we don't want to lose you here!" Spike exclaims in worry. If Twilight dies here in the past, how will it affect the timeline?
The others protest Twilight from doing this duel. The mare however interrupts him, speaking out, "I have to. It's on me. I'm the only one that can snap him out of it. So, no matter what, nopony interfere my duel, got it?!"
The group looks shocked, worried and/or horrified. Twilight is actually serious on going through with this. Of course, glancing at the warriors that are on Azure's side, it appears that trying to help is NOT a good idea.
"Okay, sure, no problem." Rainbow said with a slow nod.
"Whatever you say," Pinkie said in agreement. "But I know you will live this duel because what's the point on you dying before the story is finally over?"
"Right, darling," Rarity said reluctantly with Fluttershy nodding in agreement.
"You just be careful," Applejack reluctantly agreeing as well.
"Just remember, be careful, and don't underestimate him." Ben said, hugging his love a bit with Nyx, Spike and Phobos doing the same thing. They hope this isn't the last time they would do this.
Both the armies moved away and distanced themselves from both Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle as both of them armed and readied their swords.
"Tell me, do you have what it takes to stop me? Can you kill me?" Azure asks as if taunting the poor mare.
"No. I will defend the innocents. I must do what I must to stop you." Twilight said in determination. She hated going against her mentor like this, but Azure must be bought down one way or another.
"You will try, my old friend..."
Both Azure Phoenix and Twilight Sparkle charged in as they began swinging and clashing their swords at each other fierce and swift for few rounds. Their allies gave a big cheers to them both to win the duel.
"Yeah, all right, go beat him!" Applejack exclaims to Twilight eagerly.
"Right, shows Azure how not to be a jerk," Phobos exclaims with a mad laugh.
"You right, whoo-hoo." Fluttershy muttered, cheering a bit quietly, making Rainbow chuckles a bit at that.
Azure Phoenix slammed his sword on top, which was blocked by Twilight Sparkle. She quickly swung on both sides but deflected at ease by him for five times. And just before she could thrust her sword at him, he moved aside while tripped her to fall down. He turned and slammed his Imperial Sword at her on the ground, which she was luckily dodged and moved away.
As Twilight Sparkle got up, Azure Phoenix jumped over to the front as he gave her a hard kick. He then swung his Imperial Sword at her head, but barely she dodged down before her horn got cut. She deflected the attack aside as she resumed her fighting with him for few rounds.
As hard and fierce as Twilight can, Azure Phoenix swiftly strike back and injured her by hooves and chest for few times. He slammed and struck his sword down against Twilight Sparkle's for few times before kicked her to the ground. Everyone gasped in concern about it.
"Oh no, looks like this is it," Rarity exclaims in horror and worry. Azure is going to finish Twilight right here.
"Nope, because the author is about to fix that," Pinkie comments happily to her friends, making them confused.
And just before Azure Phoenix could finish her, Twilight Sparkle quickly levitated and swung her sword hard in blocking and deflecting him to move and fall on his back. She quickly moved while held her sword at his throat.
"Impressive. For sure, I thought you're easily beaten." Azure said, more impressed than angry.
Twilight gave a slight chuckle as she explains, "To be honest, I'm not exactly good with swords. But this is the only way to stop you."
"In that case, kill me." Azure suddenly said. Twilight Sparkle was stunned. He is asking him to finish him off?! "Go on kill me! Defend the weak! And let your friend die."
As much as she wanted to stop her mentor's past self, Twilight Sparkle looked shock and hesitated of doing it. She only wanted to defeat and stop him. She didn't want to kill him.
Azure Phoenix quickly levitated the sword in swinging hard at Twilight Sparkle's, forcing her to fall on the ground hard. As she was about to get up, she was pushed to the ground while the sword jabbed close to her face.
Twilight Sparkle looked scared and worried as she turned and looked at him. She saw how dark and angry his face has really shown.
"You should have killed me when you have the chance, Twilight. I expected more from you. You've disappointed me." Azure said darkly and angrily, much to her horror.
Twilight Sparkle shed some tears as she pleads, "Please... Don't do this..."
"You left me no choice. You should have not turned against me, my friend..."
And just before Azure Phoenix could finish her off, Virtue Dragon charged and knocked him off. Her friends came and helped her out.
"Twilight, you okay?" Rainbow asks her friend seriously.
"I-I'm fine... I'm fine." Twilight mutters, breathing in and out. If Virtue Dragon hadn't stepped in, it would've been over for her!
Azure Phoenix grunted as he regains his standing. Anger, Rhino Armor, Schemetrick and Bullhound came and formed perimeter around him.
"Virtue, you dare interfere?!" Azure hisses in anger at the intruder. He violated the wishes that no one is to interfere!
Virtue Dragon just gave a glare at the Lord of Ma. He snarls, "I came to stop you. Are you willing to kill your own best friend?! How could you?!"
"While I appreciate and welcome officers with talented and dedication, but what I hated the most is lies and betrayal! I have expected more from you, Twilight! You have disappointed me greatly. I thought you knew what you must do for the good of ponies and land!"
Twilight Sparkle in shock spoke, "Lord Azure..."
"Hey, whoa, whoa," Spike exclaims in alarm. "Look, what Twilight did was for the good of ponies and land...whatever you call it."
"She just isn't doing it your way!" Ben exclaims in agreement with Spike. "Where we came from, we don't finish our enemy off."
"Right, Twilight is a better ruler and friend than you ever will be!" Fluttershy exclaims, the others agreed with her.
"But if you want to go at her, then it's your move, go ahead." Applejack said, getting ready to defend Twilight, and to the death if need be.
And just before Azure Phoenix could give the order, the soldier came and make a report, which shock and angered him. He turned and walked away, but not before giving a glare to his former allies.
Azure just grunts as he spoke to Twilight, "Consider yourself lucky that I will not kill you. But I have high hope that you will side with me than the 'so-called' friends. Think about your action and yourself, Twilight."
"Lord... Azure..." Twilight said, she is not sure what to say now.
Azure Phoenix turned to the front as he gave the order to his army that they're heading back to his territories now. They all marched at once while left the Xu Province alone. Everyone sighed in relief.
"Phew, close one there." Ben said with a sigh as he nuzzles Twilight in relief.
"Right, luckily Nigel wrote that bit right in." Pinkie said with a sigh.
"With all due respect, Pinkie, lay off the random bits, okay?" Rainbow asks her friend in frustration. It's hard to figure out what the hay she is on about.
Ben spoke calmly to Twilight, who is recovering from what nearly did her in, "Are you alright, Twilight?"
Twilight Sparkle in shock shakes her head as she answers, "No... I'm not... I'm not..."
"Still, what change his mind? Something must have happen to him." Virtue Dragon said in thought. Apparently, something must've happened that allowed Azure to change his mind at the last second.
Warpath Temper comments, "Whatever it was, be glad that we didn't fight with him. I was looking forward for a fight."
Dragonspear sighed, "Still... He's willing to kill an innocent to appease his anger. It's so hard to believe that he is the same pony that called and united us all as one."
Blade Dragoon remarks in agreement, "Yes... I too have a hard time to believe as well..." Azure isn't the same pony as he is now.
"My lord; Help; Lord Bilbo; He's hurt!" A peasant cries out in horror from nearby.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends turned and found Bilbo Holm is badly injured after he got his chest cut by Azure Phoenix. They have to help him now.
------------
"Twilight; Hello?" A familiar voice spoke up.
Starlight Glimmer, Twilight's graduated student, and Sunset Shimmer, Twilight's Human student who is busy visiting from the EQG world, came into the Mystic Library while looking around. They were told that Twilight and her friends would be here, the student wanted some help with something.
"Huh. Well, they aren't here." Sunset said in concern, noting no sign of Twilight and the others anywhere.
"Why is it that Twilight is making herself scarce?" Starlight groans as she trots to look around. "I mean, not my fault that...eh?"
Starlight notices a familiar big book nearby and approaches it. This is definitely the Book of Ages that Twilight told her about.
"Is that the Book of Ages?" Sunset ask Starlight as the two came over for a closer look.
"Now what is this doing here?" Starlight asks as she opens the book, looking through it curiously. Suddenly, the book itself begins to sparkle and glow. "What?"
"Not good..."
Before the two could react, the mares screams in alarm as they finds themselves being pulled into the book, disappearing from sight.
The Book of Ages, like before, closes once more.....
---------------
Inside Flooding City, Twilight Sparkle and her friends including Virtue Dragon and his allies were waiting bed chamber's outside. The ministers and some officers were there as well. They all hoped that Bilbo Holm is alright and healed. It's been five hours since the duel against Azure Phoenix.
The doctor emerged out while showing sad looks. They all waited for his response.
"I am sorry," The doctor said in shame and concern, "There is nothing I can do now. He doesn't have much time now."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were in shock and concern of what they just heard. Bilbo Holme is dying now. Without him, Xu Province has no ruler now. They must be something they can do.
"But for now, he required your presence now," The doctor instructed.
Everyone looked at each other for the moment. They all nodded firmly as they have to find out about what Bilbo Holm wants. Entering the bed chamber, they saw the governor lying on the bed, with bandages around his chest. He even breathed and coughed heavily. They all couldn't help but feel guilty and shame about this. Azure Phoenix did a number on Bilbo Holm.
"Oh no..." Twilight Sparkle said in shock, "This is all my fault. If I hadn't tell Azure Phoenix to confront and talk with Bilbo, none of this could have happen."
"No. Twilight. It's my fault. I shouldn't have bring Bilbo out in the first place," Ben Valorheart insisted in concern.
"Neither of you are! It's Azure Phoenix," Spike insisted.
Rainbow Dash nodded, "Yeah! He's a total jerk for killing an innocent pony, who never committed a crime or even wanted to kill his father!"
"He's very different than the one we knew," Applejack said in concern.
"He's scary and cruel," Fluttershy said in concern and fearfully.
Rarity hummed, "Indeed. This Azure will do anything to get what he wanted, even it means killing innocents. Never have I met such barbaric and cruel warlord as he is. No offense."
"None taken," Twilight Sparkle said in shame. She turned and looked at Bilbo Holm, "Maybe... I don't know who he really was from the start. I thought I knew him for helping and training me to be best in using Dark Magic."
Pinkie Pie patted Twilight Sparkle's shoulder, "Twilight, don't think that way. This is the past, not present. And so, the present Azure Phoenix is a good guy. Something must have change his way in the past."
Twilight Sparkle hummed thoughtfully, "Yeah. You're right, Pinkie. If present of him is good, then that means there is good in Azure. I just hope whatever we're looking for can help us make him good."
"Me too," Nyx said in agreement.
Phobos groaned, "I think it's a bad idea..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends now turned and looked at conversation between Ian Holm and Virtue Dragon. Virtue Dragon sighed while looking at Bilbo Holm on his bed.
"Lord Bilbo, please forgive me. I couldn't save you," Virtue Dragon said in shame while bowing his head down in shame, "I have let your ponies down."
"Do not grieve, Lord Virtue..." Bilbo Holm said painfully. He sighed, "Either way, my time will come to my end. And I'm always worried about my home and wondered who is the pony I will pass to."
"Do not worry, my lord. I will help and find this pony. I'm sure he can handle it."
And just Virtue Dragon could turn and walk, he was stopped by Bilbo Holm's holding. He continued painfully, "There is no need for you to find. I already have. In my heart and the tales I have heard, that pony of ruling fairly and protecting the city is standing before me."
Virtue Dragon was in shock and concern of what he just heard. Bilbo Holm chose him to be his successor and ruler of Xu Province. Everyone was surprised and shocked to hear it.
Warpath Temper whistled, "Way to go, brother! I knew he would become a ruler."
"Warpath!" Blade Dragoon snarled while nudged his sworn brother. Warpath Temper was confused. He gestured his head, pointing at worried Virtue Dragon. He sighed, "Virtue is not the pony, who is willing to take over the castle because someone asked him."
Dragonspear hummed in concern, "He has the point. But we also have no home. Mayor White was killed by Noble Guild while we were forced out from it."
"Yeah. This is the only place we have," Warpath Temper insisted.
Blade Dragoon sighed, "I know. But what will brother said for this?"
"I... I can't!" Virtue Dragon declined, "Don't misunderstand me. I want to help and save ponies. But... I'm not worthy to take over. And it's not my rights too. There must be somepony else to lead your home."
Bilbo Holm sighed, "There isn't, my dear lord. You must take my place."
"But... I'm just a volunteered soldiers. I'm not a hero or general either."
"It doesn't matter. But what matters is the pony, who actually treasured and cared for the ponies. He, who treated them well, is worthy to be a ruler. I'm asking you to help and protect them. That is all I asked. If you can't, who will. No doubt Azure Phoenix will come and finish the job."
Virtue Dragon gave in some thoughts about it. He sighed in defeat. Bilbo Holm was right. He treated ponies well and kindly. And also, Azure Phoenix may return to finish the job. He has no choice...
"Alright. I'll do it. For the ponies..." Virtue Dragon said firmly.
Bilbo Holm smiled while holding Virtue Dragon's hoof, "T-Thank you... Lord... Virtue..."
As he gave his last breathe, Bilbo Holm dropped his hoof on his bed. Everyone in the bed chamber was shocked and hurt. The ponies of Xu Province cried and sobbed tearfully and sadly. Bilbo Holm has died from his wounds.
--------------------------------------------
Outside of Flooding City, Twilight Sparkle and her friends were ready to set out to new places. Virtue Dragon and his brothers met them outside as they bid their farewell to them.
"Are you sure that you don't want to stay?" Virtue Dragon asked, "I could use your help."
Twilight Sparkle smiled and shook her head, "Thanks, but no thanks. And besides, I need to be away from this because of what has happened."
"I see. But Twilight, this is not your fault. You did your best to stop Azure Phoenix. And also, you are not him. You are yourself - a compassionate and caring friends, who'd never resolve killing your own friend, even if it's him."
"I could have done something better. I could have comfort and help him because he's my friend."
"I'm not sure he needed it now."
Twilight Sparkle sighed, "I guess you're right. I just hope Azure Phoenix doesn't stay mad with his revenge and me. I'd never want to betray him."
"I hope so, too." Virtue Dragon said in agreement. He sighed, "Anyway, Xu Province will always welcome you here."
Twilight Sparkle smiled and bowed humbly to Virtue Dragon, "Thank you. We won't forget this. Goodbye."
"Goodbye, my friends." Virtue Dragon bowed humbly.
Both Virtue Dragon's Force and Mane Six bowed humbly before each other. Mane Six and their friends turned and headed off for the next journey. Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers waved goodbye to them.
"Hey, Twilight? Are you sure you're okay?" Applejack asked, "Just don't let this get to you. You did your best. Azure make a bad choice because of his anger and losses..."
"I'm fine," Twilight Sparkle answered calmly, "Don't worry about me. I'm not gonna let an incident get to my head."
Fluttershy nodded in concern, "We know, Twilight. But if you have the problem with it, you can talk with us."
"Yeah, we're your best friends," Pinkie Pie said calmly.
"And don't worry about Azure Phoenix. He'll come around and realized his mistakes," Rarity said in comfort, "I hope."
"If he doesn't, I'll give him piece of my mind about dark to my friend," Rainbow Dash exclaimed firmly. The girls gave her a glare. She yelped, "I mean I hope not."
"Thanks, girls. You're the best," Twilight Sparkle said in relief.
Spike hummed, "So, where are we going to?"
"Hopefully, more friendlier..." Nyx said in concern.
"Wherever the Narrator is taking us to," Twilight Sparkle answered before sighed, "I just hope that we don't face the same problem as Azure Phoenix."
"I doubt we will, Twi..." Ben Valorheart said calmly, "What's the worst could happen?"
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army were rushing and marching all the way back to Xuchang Province. Something bad has happen at the area. And at the same time, Azure Phoenix turned and looked at Blazefist.
"Lieutenant, I have a special job for you," Azure Phoenix said firmly. Blazefist looked at him. He continued, "Go and keep an eye on Twilight Sparkle. If she's alone, talk and negotiate her to join our forces."
Blazefist was surprised, "But my lord, she betrayed us. She prevented your revenge."
"She didn't. She wants to help me from letting anger consume me and take my revenge. But I did because of my father's death," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. Blazefist was surprised. He continued, "Either way, sooner or later, her friends will argue and disagree with her. They will join either Virtue Dragon or Tiger Clan, leaving her alone. She will be vulnerable. Do your best to talk her and bring her to our side, understand?"
Blazefist nodded firmly, "At once, my lord!"
Blazefist turned and trotted off at once. He was heading straight to find Twilight Sparkle while completing his mission at all cost.
"Cousin, are you sure?" Anger asked in concern, "I doubt she would join us because of her friends and what happen at Flooding City."
Schemetrick nodded, "Yes. It will not be easy now."
"She will turn to us. She will be ours," Azure Phoenix said darkly.
BOOM! The Imperial Phoenix Army yelped in shock and confusion. Armed with their weapons, they all looked around of their surroundings, in search of the noise. Sensing unusual magic, Schemetrick sensed something off as he looked up. He gasped in shock. Everyone followed his direction. They all found a vortex was swirling in the sky as two ponies were screaming and falling down.
Both unicorns slammed on both Rhino Armor and Bullhound's back. They all groaned and moaned painfully and dizzily. Imperial Phoenix Army turned and glared at them.
"That was rough landing," Sunset Shimmer commented painfully.
"Tell me about it. What the heck was that?" Starlight Glimmer asked in concern. As she looked around, she found Imperial Phoenix Army armed with their spears and swords at her and Sunset Shimmer. She yelped, "Hey?! What was that for? We didn't do anything wrong to you Mystic Ponies! Honest!"
Sunset Shimmer was confused and concern. She looked up and found Azure Phoenix, looking at her. She asked, "What's going on?! Did we do something wrong, Lord Azure?! I'd swear we have nothing to do with Book of Ages!"
"Book of Ages? How did you-?!" Azure Phoenix stopped in realization. He looked at them closely. He smirked, "Perhaps, you can be an assistance to me, Miss..."
"You know who we are, Lord Azure! Me - Starlight Glimmer. And her - Sunset Shimmer. Got it memorized?" Starlight Glimmer asked in annoyance.
Sunset Shimmer hummed, "Something's not right here."
"Yes. I 'memorized'." Azure Phoenix said amusingly as he has his horn glowed in dark blue, "Now tell me about your future timeline and Twilight Sparkle. If you don't, there maybe worse than trapping in the past, my little friends..."
Starlight Glimmer and Sunset Shimmer were confused and worries as they found Imperial Phoenix Army were glaring and aiming the weapons at them especially Azure Phoenix amusing and darkly glared at them with his powered up magic. They really don't like where this is going now...
Starlight Glimmer gulped, "Sunset, I don't think we're in present timeline..."
"Are you kidding me?!" Sunset Shimmer asked in shock.
END...
Review and Suggest...
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Next Chapter 13 - The Little Tiger Conqueror: It's Time To Be Awesome! After 8 years has passed, Brave Tiger decided to lead his Tiger Clan and retake their home back - Wuhu River from the corrupted leaders. But are they prepared to face the mightiest warrior at Wuhu River - Hammerod and succeed it? Will Rainbow Dash inspire and restore their tiger spirit especially using her secret weapon of singing?!
Rainbow Dash: Wow! Wow! Wow! Timeout! I'm next?! As in Main Character?! Awesome! Am I gonna use 'It's time to be Awesome' from the movie?! That would make 20% awesome of it! I love it! Please say 'yes'! I beg of you!
Narrator groaned: Yes, Rainbow Dash. You can use it for next chapter
Rainbow Dash cheered: Woohoo! Oh yeah! (Singsong) I'm so awesome! Rainbow Dash's awesome! Nopony can beat it especially my song is always so awesome. Nothing beats it. Nothing beats it! Nopony can beat me! Coz I'm awesome! And It's Time To Be Awesome!
Narrator sighed: I regret of telling her that idea. She's worse as Pinkie Pie!
Pinkie Pie: Hey! That's not funny.
Rainbow Dash cheered: Get ready for some awesomeness! Never fear! Your friendly neighborhood - Rainbow Dash is here!
Narrator: I hate that catchphrase...


	
		Chapter 13: The Little Tiger Conqueror



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History


Written by JusSonic and Power Master


--------------------------------------------
Chapter 13: The Little Tiger Conqueror


"8 years has passed since the death of Claw Tiger," Narrator narrated, "Brave Tiger is now serving under Greed Broke as retainer and general, for the protection and refuge of his family and friends. "
For 8 years have passed, Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan were serving and working together under Greed Broke, who instructed and gave order to them about what he wanted especially dealing with the enemies.
"However, the griffon warlord did so because he feared of young tiger warrior's ambition and skills would grow to match those of his father's. And so, he kept Brave Tiger close, but this only to stifle young warrior's potential."
Greed Broke sent his spies while receiving some reports from them if Brave Tiger is up to his tricks or not. And at the same time, he prayed and hoped that he would finally get the Imperial Seal
"Claw Tiger has given his life to protect his family and his friends. Brave Tiger was inspired but felt guilty and haunted by his father's death. However, in his heart, he must do something to redeem and honor his father by retaking his homeland. But how? What can he do?"
Brave Tiger was alone in his bed chamber, questioned himself about honoring his father especially he was haunted for not helping him in time. He thought, what can he do and how will he achieve his mission...
--------------------------------------------
Summer, 158 A.E.,
Twilight Sparkle and her friends arrived at Greed Broke's land - Ocean Province. They then entered the Tiger Clan's residents, where they found many soldiers were chatting with each other, eating food and even working jobs than being soldiers. However, they found many soldiers were unhappy, sad and homesick. They can tell that the Tiger Clan wants to go home and doesn't want to stay here for too long.
"Poor them... They must be homesick for 8 years," Rarity said in concern, "I wish there must be something we can help them."
"We can, Rarity. It's time to tell Brave Tiger to lead and fight back," Rainbow Dash said confidently, "He's been cooping in Greed Broke's home for too long! And I'd say let the tiger go loose!"
"But how? Greed Broke won't allow him to go out freely," Fluttershy said in concern.
Applejack hummed in concern, "Yeah. It's not like you can scare him off. Lots of Griffon Guards are guarding him and making sure no one comes too close to him again."
Rainbow Dash groaned in defeat, "Good point. I really want to help Aqua and her family."
"I'm pretty sure that Brave Tiger has the answers," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "But we need to restore his spirit and make him realized that his father's death is not his fault."
"And how are we going to do that?" Spike asked amusingly.
Pinkie Pie scoffed, "It's not like we can do another song for him, like we did with Captain Celaeno."
Nyx giggled, "Yeah. I like that song a lot!"
"That's the idea, Pinkie," Twilight Sparkle said amusingly. Her friends were in surprise and shock of what she has said. She smiled as she turned to Rainbow Dash, "And you're the pony to do it. It's time to bring awesome song for them."
"Cool!" Rainbow Dash cheered. She yelped in realization, "But won't we get into troubles again? Last time, it didn't go so well and got our bird pirates into troubles. Especially that time make you to..."
"Rainbow Dash. Just drop it. I hold nothing against that now," Twilight Sparkle said calmly, "And besides, this is the past, not present. And not to mention, we're at Land of Ma, not Equestria."
"Hmm... She has the point again. We don't have to worry about Tempest or Storm King either," Ben Valorheart said in agreement.
"So, that means I can use my secret weapon?" Rainbow Dash asked amusingly. Twilight Sparkle nodded. She cheered, "Oh yeah! Now we're talking!"
Phobos scoffed, "This ought to be good..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends continued marching straight to Brave Tiger's camp. They then found a group of familiar ponies waiting outside. Courage Tiger was chatting with Anchor about Brave Tiger and homeland. Apollo Python was training both Tigress and a grown mare Aquastroke to improve and sharpen their skills.
As Twilight Sparkle and her friends approached the main camp, the Tiger Clan stopped their activities while turned to them.
"Coach, you're back!" Aquastroke cheered as she charged and gave Rainbow Dash a tight hug. She squealed happily, "I miss you so much!"
Rainbow Dash groaned in pain, "Thanks, kiddo. But seriously, do you mind?"
Aquastroke yelped as she relaxed her hoof and let go Rainbow Dash, "Sorry!"
"Woohoo," Tigress cheered wildly and happily, "The gang is back together!"
"It's so good to see you again, old friends," Courage Tiger said.
"Yeah, so are we," Rainbow Dash said in relief, "So, how's everything here? Hope that greedy griffon isn't up to his tricks again."
"No, he hasn't. He's been tighten the leash of us. He's hoping that we gave up the seal. Fat chance..." Anchor said firmly and proudly, "Well, either way, we're okay. But homesick as well."
Apollo Python sighed, "Our lord, however, isn't fine. He's still feel guilty about his father. We keep telling him that it's not his fault."
"Poor him..." Fluttershy said in concern.
"He shouldn't be hard on himself. There was nothing we could do," Rarity said calmly.
Tigress sighed, "We've been telling him that. I wish there was something we can do."
Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash looked at each other before giving a smirk. They turned to their friends, who nodded and smiled proudly. They turned and looked at the Tiger Siblings, "Don't worry. We've got this."
Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash marched into Brave Tiger's camp as they're going to have a chat while leaving the rest behind. Ben Valorheart and his friends split up as they were setting up an event that will help and restore the spirit of tigers. All they can do is wait and hope that Brave Tiger finally got his spirit back.
Suddenly, a white unicorn pony with long brown mane and short tail worn the crimson Chinese Armor and cape, his cutie mark is a naval ship and tsunami arrived at the camp. He was marching straight to the camp.
Both Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash found Brave Tiger, who has a goatee on his chin, bending his knee before the portrait and sword his father on his right. He was looking at them sadly. The young warrior hasn't gotten over his guilt.
"I hope we're not disturbing you," Twilight Sparkle said calmly.
Brave Tiger turned and found Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash stood on the entrance. He smiled sadly, "Hey, guys. Been a while, hasn't it?"
"Yeah, it has," Rainbow Dash said amusingly. She cleared her throat, "Look, Brave. This isn't your fault. It's my fault as well. I'm the one, who was supposed to find and get Unalaq before he gets your dad. Don't be hard on yourself, kay?"
"It is, Rainbow Dash," Brave Tiger said in shame before looked at his father's memento, "And not just my father, my homeland. I let it slipped and conquered by those jerks! If I hadn't been so coward in the first place, we wouldn't be in this place. I let everyone down especially my father."
Twilight Sparkle sighed while nodded, "I know what it feels for failing everyone and losing home. But that doesn't mean it's over. You still have family and friends."
"Yeah. Don't you think it's time to go and take your home back?" Rainbow Dash asked.
Brave Tiger remained silent. Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash remained in silent while thinking of a way to snap him out.
"They're right. You shouldn't let that guilt get to your head now," A gentle yet firm voice spoke. Three of them turned and found a familiar unicorn stood before them. He smiled, "In fact, if you wish to redeem your mistakes and honor your father, then this is the time, old friend."
"Riverstrike?" Brave Tiger asked in surprise
Riverstrike smiled, "It's been a while. And I've been searching for you, hoping you're alright and alive. And I'm glad I found you at last."
Brave Tiger smiled as he approached and gave a warm hug to Riverstrike, who returned it to him. Twilight Sparkle and Rainbow Dash smiled happily of seeing it. Friends till the end...
As both stallions departed from hugging, Riverstrike continued, "My lord, the time of hesitating and guilt tripping is over. The time of action is now. You must now lead us home and retake what belongs to us. The soldiers, friends and family of Tiger Clan are standing besides you."
"Riverstrike..." Brave Tiger said in shock and surprise. He hummed, "But... What if I can't? What if I fail again? I'm not like my father. He's always knows what to do and what's important. He always put his family first before others. I wish he was here."
"My lord, you are not your father. You are your own pony - a young warrior, who will do whatever it takes to help and protect his family and friends, and even his challengers. And more importantly, he always held an important belief - 'family comes first, not glory'."
"Huh... I guess I did."
Riverstrike smiled while bowed down,"My Lord, I, no, all of us will follow you till the end. You are our leader now, no matter how dangerous the path is."
"And more importantly, don't do it for yourself," Twilight Sparkle said calmly and firmly while bowed down , "Do it for your family and friends. They all now look up to you."
Brave Tiger was surprised and shocked by Riverstrike and Twilight Sparkle's words. Rainbow Dash pulled and dragged him out of the camp. Both of them came out as well. They all faced at the Tiger Clan. Twilight Sparkle nodded firmly, which signaled others to be in positions - Ben Valorheart and his friends were near to the drums and musical instruments to ready to play the song.
"You have choices, Brave Tiger. So, either be a pony, who keeps feeling sorry for everything," Rainbow Dash said firmly as she flew and brought a pair of tonfa and armors before Brave Tiger. She continued, "Be awesome again! Do it for your dad! Do it for them! Show them that tigers are back!"
"I believe that is cue of song?" Riverstrike asked amusingly.
Unsure of how Riverstrike knows, Twilight Sparkle smiled and signaled, "Hit it, Rainbow Dash!"
As Rainbow Dash was singing, she approached and sang to them about everything they knew is gone. Most of the soldiers looked down in sad, disappointed and upset. The Tiger Clan remained silent and looked away in shame.
Rainbow Dash: I know the world can get you down
Things don't work out quite the way that you thought
Feeling like all your best days are done
Your fears and doubts are all you've got
Rainbow Dash turned and faced to Brave Tiger. She marched towards him while encouraging and lifting his soldiers, family and friends from being down and be awesome. Brave Tiger was a bit of touched and impressed by her song.
Rainbow Dash: But there's a light shining deep inside
Beneath those fears and doubts, so just squash 'em
And let it shine for all the world to see
That it is time, yeah, time to be awesome
As signal has been given, Ben Valorheart and his friends began beating the drums firmly and passionately while singing in chorus style. The Tiger Clan was surprised and shocked by it. Inspired and amazed by the song, Aquastroke joined in by stomping her hooves on the ground. She wasn't the only pony as her family and soldiers joined in as well. And lastly, Courage Tiger joined as well.
Main Casts: Ah, ah, ah-ah, awesome!
It's time to be so awesome!
Ah, ah, ah-ah, awesome!
It's time to be so awesome!
Though he was impressed by the song, Brave Tiger was heartache and shamed as he turned and looked at his father's mementos again, still feeling guilty and shame of his past.
Brave Tiger: You've no idea how hard it's been
Main Cast: It's time to be awesome!
Brave Tiger: The guilt and shame I've been forced to bear
Rainbow Dash came and insisted Brave Tiger to lead the Tiger Clan as they needed him more than he needed them especially honoring his father. Touched and inspired by Rainbow Dash and his Tiger Clan's loyalty and devotion to him, he grabbed and worn his armors while armed his tonfa.
Rainbow Dash: Don't let them rob you of who you are
Be awesome, it's all up to you
Brave Tiger: I feel the light stirring deep inside
It's like a tale still yet to be told
All: It's time to be awesome!
Brave Tiger turned and faced to his ponies. He armed and held his tonfa up high, causing his ponies to went wild while stomping very hard and fierce.
Rainbow Dash and Brave Tiger: And now it's time to break the shackles free
And start living like the brave and the bold!
Seeing Brave Tiger is back on his hooves, the Tiger Clan grabbed and donned their crimson Tiger Armors while armed with their swords and spears. They all cheered and cried out loud in Chinese Words - 'Victory! Long Live, Brave Tiger! Hail to Tiger Clan!' They also bang their shields, swords and spears firmly and proudly for few times.
All: It's time to be awesome!
Let loose, be true, so awesome!
It's time to be awesome!
Go big, be you, so awesome!
And each Tiger Clan Officers showed off their skills and abilities. Anchor laughed wildly and happily as he showed off his navy skills on ships. Riverstrike proudly exclaimed about Tiger Clan's wisdom and courage to overcome anything. Apollo Python helped and treated the injuries while showing off the spoils of wars. Courage Tiger, Tigress and Aquastroke held Brave Tiger up and sang wildly and happily.
Anchor laughed: We used to sail our ships through the rampaging river
Riverstrike: Using our wisdom and courage to overcome the odds
Apollo Python: We hunted the bandits and defend the lives
Brave Tiger, Courage Tiger, Tigress and Aquastroke: Fighting together as united as family
The Tiger Siblings put Brave Tiger as the oldest warrior moved and charge to the front. Everyone followed him at once. They all headed to the gate, where they looked at the shining sun. Brave Tiger smirked as he turned to his comrades and family.
All: We see that light filling up our skies
Rainbow Dash: So, do it for Claw Tiger and take back your home
All: 'Cause it's the time to fight for our fearless leader's honor
Brave Tiger: Hey, wild tigers, it's time to be awesome!
Everyone have their moments and fun time together. Anchor, Apollo Python and Applejack were lifting the heaviest rocks up. Rainbow Dash challenged both Tigress and Aquastroke to the fight. Riverstrike told his newly friends about his strategies and friendship with Brave Tiger. Rarity gave the sword to Courage Tiger to fight and support his brother's. Ben Valorheart and Twilight Sparkle bowed down before Brave Tiger as he became a fierce leader.
All: Hey! Hey! Hey! Hey!
The Tiger Clan continued cheering and celebrating of having Brave Tiger's spirit lifted up and became the very pony they once knew, especially becoming their newly leader.
"Come, wild tigers! It's time to take back our home," Brave Tiger ordered firmly, "This is for my father!"
Everyone cheered wildly and happily to hear it, including Twilight Sparkle and her friends.
"Way to go, Rainbow Dash," Twilight Sparkle cheered, "You helped the Tiger Clan! You did it!"
"No, Twi. We did it together." Rainbow Dash smirked proudly while looking at Twilight Sparkle, "And plus, you finally smile for my song."
Twilight Sparkle scoffed, "True. That time was different."
"Either way, nice work, you two!" Applejack cheered, "The Tiger Clan is gonna go home!"
"I'm glad you're yourself, old friend," Riverstrike said in relief and happy, "And you are ready to take your father's place."
"Yeah, I am..." Brave Tiger smiled, "Thanks to you and our Awesome Tiger Guardian Rainbow Dash! I need to honor her for everything."
"After we get our home back first?" Riverstrike asked amusingly. Brave Tiger nodded firmly and proudly. He smiled, "One more time? Encore?"
"Hell, yeah!" Brave Tiger cheered, "One more time! To war!"
Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan cheered wildly and proudly as they sang the song one last time.
All: We see that light filling up our skies
Rainbow Dash: So, show them what you tigers are made of!
All: 'Cause it's the time to unleash our fury and fangs
Brave Tiger: For my father, it's time to be awesome!
Rainbow Dash cheered, "Woohoo! Time for the finishing touch!"
As Rainbow Dash flew up to the sky, her friend cheered 'Rainbooms' for few times. The Tiger Clan joined in, even though they don't know about it. And thus, Rainbow Dash unleashed the perfect explosion powers of Sonic Rainboom. Everyone cheered wildly and happily.
Unknown to them, Blazefist witnessed everything from the tree's top trunk, near to Tiger Clan's Camp. He shown concern and fear of what he just saw. He quickly write down on his scroll. He passed and attached it to his falcon pet - Zuko by its talon with message holder. The falcon flew off back to Xuchang Province.
Blazefist hissed while looking at the scene, "This isn't good. Lord Azure was right. They're really threat to us. I've gotta get Twilight by our sides. I just need to think..."
"While he has no troops, Brave Tiger did have the support of his family and friends." Narrator narrated, "Determined to carry on the will of his father, Brave Tiger made a decision."
--------------------------------------------
"And so, he decided to trade the Imperial Seal to Greed Broke. In return, he would receive the freedom and small regiment of troops."
Brave Tiger and his allies confronted Greed Broke at his palace, where he revealed and traded the Imperial Seal to the greedy griffon, and in return, they get freedom and some troops by 3,000 Soldiers to go and retake their home.
"Brave Tiger joined up with his childhood friend - the brilliant Riverstrike, and together they set out for Wuhu River. It was the place that still contained the memories of his late father. And in the way, the fire of Tiger Clan's ambition were passed down to a new generation. Now 'It's Time To Be Awesome!'"
Brave Tiger and his braved and determined Tiger Clan, were now marching and heading to Wuhu River, to fight the enemies and retake their home back from them.
--------------------------------------------
For seven days have passed, Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan have arrived at the Wuhu River's small hills. Twilight Sparkle and her friends were among them as well. They saw the cities and villages in ruins. They also could hear some screams and shouts of villages, and even some laughter and cheers of their enemies and bandits from there as well. Wuhu River was indeed a bad shape.
"We're home, father." Brave Tiger said calmly. He sighed as he looked at the sky, "It's good to be back. We were right to give up the Imperial Seal."
"Are you sure that's the correct decision?" Rarity asked in concern.
"The seal means nothing by itself," Riverstrike said calmly, "Authority does not reside in a symbol. It comes with power. So, we need to prove our strength. To reclaim our land. And such, I will follow you, wherever you go"
Brave Tiger nodded, "Yes... Let's do it, everyone."
Rainbow Dash cheered, "It's time to be awesome!"
The Tiger Clan cheered and gave a loud battle cry. They all charged into battlefield to save Wuhu River from the bandits and corrupted leaders. Blazefist came out from the forest while watching the battlefield. He covered his muzzle with his red scarf while worn his grayish casual Chinese Coat-like. He nudged his Dragon Steed as he rode off to the battlefield while hoping to get and talk with Twilight Sparkle about the offer to join Azure Phoenix...
--------------------------------------------


After finishing the front units, the Tiger Clan set the camps up. The Tiger Soldiers were sharpening and readied their weapons for battlefield. Inside the main camp, They were all discussing and making a plan to conquer and reclaimed their land back.
Riverstrike explains the plan, "If we were to reclaim the Wuhu River, we must split our forces into three to engage them. And as such, Courage Tiger will remain at the main camp to guard it. Lady Tigress, General Anchor and I will lead the secondary unit to attack south; once the south is conquered by my force, Brave Tiger will lead the rest to invade on northern part. Once we conquered all the territories, we'll meet up at our enemy commander's base. And that's where we finish them off for good!"
Apollo Python hummed, "That's indeed interesting plan, Lord Riverstrike. This will surely help us to cover everything up."
"Good enough for me." Brave Tiger said in agreement.
Ben Valorheart however spoke his own opinion, "Ah... Are you sure it's good idea to leave Courage Tiger alone to defend the camp? What if he can't? What if he can't handle the problem alone?"
"Right, I mean, what if the enemy ended up being too much for him?" Nyx ask in concern that even Courage Tiger may not be able to do the task.
"Right, shouldn't we be concerned about this?" Spike asked in agreement as well.
Rarity hummed, "Ben does have the point. Courage Tiger isn't a warrior type. No offense."
"None taken," Courage Tiger said. Even he admits that he isn't a warrior type.
Riverstrike smiled as he answers, "That is true, Lady Rarity. However, I already recruited someone to help and protect our lord."
"Who would that be?" TIgress asked Riverstrike curiously. Who does he have in mind?
Riverstrike cleared his throat while answering, "Everyone, meet Courage Tiger's new bodyguard - Scarblade."
Everyone turned to the camp entrance. As the curtain moved a bit, A black scarred Earth Pony with torn and wounded wings worn the darker black with red highlights pattern and his Cutie Mark is Scar Symbol with Katana. Everyone awed in surprise and amazement.
Scarblade bowed humbly as he spoke, "I am honored to serve..."
"Wow, this guy looks cool." Nyx said to the others in amusement.
"Yes, despite how he looks, Scarblade looks like the warrior type." Twilight comments in agreement.
"He's indeed perfect bodyguard for Courage Tiger." Rarity giggled. She turns to Riverstrike to add, "I hope you don't mind that I would like to stay behind to help Courage."
"Me too; I don't like fighting." Fluttershy said quickly. She wanted to avoid any fighting as possible.
"I wanna stay. Somepony need to look after Rarity. You might never know when there's danger." Spike said with a slight chuckle. Some of the others rolled their eyes and chuckled. They knew he would do this.
"I'd better stay here too! You know look after something!" Phobos exclaims quickly.
Nyx sighed, "Why am I not surprise? I'll stay as well. To make sure these guys don't cause the troubles."
Applejack sighed, "I should stay as well. Somepony need to look after them."
"Okay, I understand." Twilight said with a nod of understanding. At least Courage will have all the help he will need here.
Brave Tiger smirked while exclaiming, "Looks like its settle! Let's get the job done!"
Riverstrike smiled while agreeing, "Indeed. It is time! And more importantly, be weary of Hammerod. He's a warrior, who must not be underestimated."
"Got it, Riverstrike; everyone, to battle!"
The Tiger Clan gave a loud battle cry as they all charged into the battlefield. They're all now engaged and battled with the enemies fiercely and determinedly.
Brave Tiger, Apollo Python and Aquastrokeled the main force, along with Rainbow Dash and Pinkie Pie on northern part of Wuhu River; Riverstrike led Anchor and Tigress to the southern part, along with Twilight Sparkle and Ben Valorheart. Courage Tiger and Scarblade remained behind with the rest of their friends.
And unknown to anyone; Blazefist, still in disguise, followed Twilight Sparkle to the south. He hoped that he has the chance to talk and convince her to join his lord's side than letting friendship getting in her way.
-------------------
Riverstrike was leading his army to the south while engaging and invading enemy's castles. And at the same time, they also rescued some innocent ponies from bandits and corrupted soldiers.
Riverstrike not only used his sword to fight, but also his fire magic in blasting and defeating both archers and soldiers down. Anchor used his giant anchor-like club in knocking and defeating them. Tigress used her Chakram in attacking her enemies off one-by-one while firing her arrows at them from distant or castle walls. Twilight Sparkle and Ben Valorheart helped them as well.
Two weeks have pass, Riverstrike and his secondary units have arrived at another castle. While armed and readied to strike their enemies, the secondary unit remained standing by and firm for odd reason. It's as if the commander is expecting something happen or someone to come out from the castle.
Tigress groaned, "What are we waiting for? Let's strike now when we have the chance!"
Anchor in agreement added, "Yeah! The enemies have no chance against us."
"That's exactly what I hope for." Riverstrike suddenly spoke. Everyone looked at him, they wanted to know what he's on about. "As you can see, we have defeated most of our enemies and conquered both garrisons and territories especially rescuing peasants. The enemies are beginning to have doubts and second thoughts of surrendering to us."
"Will that work?" Ben asked in thought.
"Let's find out. The door is opening." Twilight said. She's right; the door up head is now opening up.
The door has been opened. It revealed a cerulean middle-aged Earth Pony with short mustache, black mane in his bun-shape with a Crimson cap-like to cover his top and worn a glasses; his cutie mark is a glasses, books and graduated hat. The Earth Pony bowed humbled before Riverstrike and his army.
The Earth pony spoke up, "My name is Sam LaMauche. We've been expecting you, Commander Riverstrike."
Riverstrike smiled as he spoke, "And I'm glad you have accepted my invitation, LaMauche. More importantly, will others agree to surrender as well?"
Sam LaMauche smiled, answering, "Indeed. Just as you instructed, more good officers and politicians agreed to surrender and join us. And also, I have found a stallion named Wiserton. He specialized with politics and government affairs."
Riverstrike smiled, this is turning out better as he thought. The pony spoke up, "Excellent. Where is he now?"
Sam LaMauche smiled as he led Riverstrike and others into the castle, where peasants and surrendered officers bowed humbly before them. They were all heading straight to the government's office.
Arriving inside the office, Riverstrike and his allies met up with Wiserton - The old unicorn pony with white long goatee and short mustache dressed in his crimson Grand Advisor robe and ancient advisor's hat.
"Wiserton, I presume?" Riverstrike ask, getting the pony's attention.
Wiserton smiles as he shakes hooves with Riverstrike. After letting go, he speak, "Command Riverstrike, it is an honor to meet you. We've been waiting for you and your lord for a long time. We were so worried that Wuhu River would be destroyed."
"Our lord has resolved and will do what he must to help and save our homeland."
Wiserston smiled as he continues, "I'm glad to hear it. We all lived to serve to our rightful ruler. I will do my best to convince others to surrender and join us."
"Good to hear. I'm glad you're on our side." Riverstrike said with a chuckle.
"Hopefully, you do well in fighting as well, Weaselton." Tigress added. And of course, the Earth Pony groans at that.
Wiserton groaned, "It's Wiserton, not Weaselton."
"'Weaselton', huh," Ben asked his girlfriend with a chuckle. "Remind you of something, Twiley?"
Twilight smiled, rolling her eyes as she answers, "This could be fun if we mess up his name....but not too much like in 'Frozen'."
----------
Two weeks later, Brave Tiger and his main force were attacking on northern part of Wuhu River. Brave Tiger used his Tonfa in striking down his enemies. Apollo Python swung his spear at his enemies. Aquastroke teamed up with Rainbow Dash as they both used their Tiger Claws and Nunchuck in taking their enemies down. Pinkie Pie was playfully playing tag with them, making the enemy troops exhausted and tired. The Tiger Soldiers were engaging and battling the enemies fiercely and determinedly.
A messenger came to Brave Tiger from the back. As the messenger reported, the leader of Tiger Clan smirked proudly.
"Alright; Riverstrike pull us through! We'll get our home in no time!" Brave Tiger announces in determination.
"Oh yeah, I cannot wait!" Rainbow exclaims eagerly.
"And it's about time Jus added this post. He was busy enough as it is!" Pinkie exclaims happily. As usual, Rainbow chose to ignore her random comment.
BOOM! Brave Tiger and his allies looked up as they found a warriors, who has defeated the Tiger Warriors with twin giant armored rods. He was the crimson Pegasus worn the heavy crimson armor and falcon's helmet, his cutie mark is a falcon and twin rods.
Rainbow Dash gasped, "It's him."
"Wow... Who is that?" Aquastroke ask Rainbow curiously. The Pegasus pony seemed to have known this newcomer.
Apollo Python nodded as he spoke up, "He's indeed a mighty warrior."
"Awesome. Now that's the warrior worth fighting for!" Brave Tiger exclaims. He is impressed by this fighter's fighting skills and the whatnot.
The newcomer pounds his own chest as he announces, "My name is Hammerod! I challenge Brave Tiger for the sake of Wuhu River!"
Brave Tiger smirked as he jumped and landed in front of Hammerod. He armed and readied his tonfa.
"I am the one you're looking for. I accept your challenge! I hope you're ready for this, Hammerod. I won't go down easily." Brave Tiger boasts in determination. If it's a fight Hammerod's wanted, then he shall get it.
Hammerod narrowed his determined eyes as he exclaims, "Neither will I!"
Brave Tiger and Hammerod roared wildly as they both charged and engaged the duel fiercely and determinedly. They both have their weapons clashed for the moment. They departed and swung theirs at each other by attacking and blocking for few times. Both sides of their soldiers cheered wildly for their champions to win the fight.
Brave Tiger jumped and slammed his right tonfa but blocked and kicked off by Hammerod. The warrior charged and slammed his giant armored rods at the Tiger Clan's Leader, who quickly and swiftly dodged the attacks and moving away from it for ten times until he kicked his right back leg before swung his left on Hammerod's four legs, making him trip to the ground. They both quickly got up at once as they both resumed their attacks again.
Both Brave Tiger and Hammerod have their weapons clashed for the moment. Suddenly, the Tiger Clan's leader gave a headbutt on his challenger's head before tripped him to the ground. Brave Tiger began punching on Hammerod's head for few times, however his last punch got blocked and kicked off. As Brave Tiger recovered from the attack, Hammerod charged in and gave some punches on the young warrior's face for few times.
Hammerrod was about to give another punch on Brave Tiger, who quickly dodged down while kicked him by guts. They both resumed and continued swinging their blades at each other fiercely. Their allies continued cheering wildly and happily for their champions.
Aquastroke cheers on wildly, "Come on, bro! Kick his ass! Show him the Tiger's Way!"
"Yes! You are the proud leader of Tiger Clan! Do no fall!" Apollo Python calls out excitedly.
"Yeah, come on! Kick his flank!" Rainbow cheers on wildly.
"Go, go, Brave Tiger, go!" Pinkie exclaims, waving pom poms around while cheering.
Departed and dropped their weapons from the clash, both Brave Tiger and Hammerod charged and gave each other some fierce punches and kicks for few times. They then gave each other a powerful punch on faces. They both got pushed back before dropped their hooves to the ground. They both panted heavily while looking at each other.
Brave Tiger panted, "Not bad. Not bad for a warrior. And you know it'd be smart enough for you to join us. I heard that your lord didn't treat you well. But here, we're together as family. What do you think?"
Hammerod groaned, "Never. I will not betray my master." Despite being tired, he sighed and picked his weapon up. "Don't think this is over. I will return..."
Hammerod turned and retreated, along with his soldiers. Tiger Clan came and helped Brave Tiger up.
"Hey, you okay?" Aquastroke ask Brave Tiger in concern.
"He didn't hurt you too bad, did he?" Pinkie asked the warrior, hoping that what she said isn't the case.
"I'm fine. This is nothing." Brave Tiger assured everyone as he smirked. "And truthfully, I'm feeling great. That Hammerod... We need to get him on our side."
"My lord, are you certain of this?" Apollo Python ask Brave Tiger skeptically. Hammerod doesn't seem interested as an ally.
Aquastroke smiled otherwise as she explains, "Of course. That guy's tough. And we need one on our side."
"Oh yeah, I agreed!" Rainbow exclaims with a laugh. "With him, no one can stop us!"
"Well, if you say so." Apollo Python said with a nod.
Brave Tiger smirked while continuing, "The next time we meet, I'm gonna pummel him to surrender to me. No way I'm gonna let him off the hook; Everypony, charge!"
The Tiger Clan cheered wildly and happily as they all followed Brave Tiger to the battlefield. They all battled and engaged the enemies fiercely and determinedly.
--------------
At the main camp, Courage Tiger and his rear guard units were defending it until Brave Tiger or Riverstrike signaled them to come and rendezvous with them.
Rarity was putting up the makeup. Fluttershy was checking on ponies' injuries. Applejack was cooking up some food for the soldiers. Spike, Nyx and Phobos were helping them up. However, they couldn't help but looked at both Courage Tiger and Scarblade talking.
"Poor Courage; He seems upset." Fluttershy sighs a bit.
"Yeah, he's more upset than the holiday incident me and Twilight caused." Applejack remarks with agreement, making some of the others looked at her. "Hey, we said we were sorry, a lot of times!"
"Yeah, still, it's a miracle everyone forgotten that." Nyx said with a sigh.
Rarity hummed, "He must be doubting himself that he wasn't strong as his brother."
"You'd think we should talk to him?" Applejack ask Rarity thoughtfully. He could need some cheering up right now.
"No need. Scarblade will comfort him. That scarred pony is his favorite and loyal bodyguard. I'm sure that will blossom their friendship."
"Right, it will help him if someone else does it." Phobos remarked rudely. Spike frowns as he hits him. "What?"
"Dude, not cool," Spike hissed at Phobos.
Courage Tiger sighed, "My brother selected you to be my bodyguard. It shows just how weak he thinks I am. I'm sorry, Scarblade. I'm sure that you rather serve by my brother's side."
Scarblade shook his head as he spoke, "No, my lord."
"Do you really mean that? Surely you're simply saying that for my sake?"
"No, my lord."
Courage Tiger gasped in surprise, "Scarblade, you're really..."
But before anything could get resolve a here, a soldier runs in, yelling, "We're under attacked!"
Courage Tiger and his allies found themselves surrounded and cornered by the large numbers of enemy troops.
"Damn it! This isn't good! My brother entrusted me to protect this place! I will not let him down!" Courage Tiger exclaims in alarm. He can't let anything bad happened, not now! "Scarblade, come with me! We must defend it at all cost!"
Scarblade unsheathed his katana as he roars, "Yes, my lord. I shall fulfill my duty!"
Courage Tiger and his soldiers engaged and battled the large numbers of enemy troops. Applejack punched and kicked them off one-by-one. Rarity and Fluttershy helped and defended each other. Spike and Phobos fended themselves by firing their flames at the enemy troops. Nyx, in her Battle Mode, defend her allies from them as well.
As Courage Tiger engaged and fought fiercely against the enemies, Scarblade stayed close to his lord while swinging and striking his katana at them fiercely.
After a fierce fight against the enemies for one whole day, the enemy troops were forced to escape. This left Tiger Clan cheered wildly and happily.
However, three soldiers came out from the shadows as they charged and attacked Courage Tiger. Luckily, Scarblade came to his lord's aid by using his body as shield against them. He has some scars on left eye and his body was badly injured. Nevertheless, he swung his katana in decapitating his enemies.
Scarblade groaned in pain as he dropped to his hooves. Everyone gasped in shock and concern.
"Scarblade, you okay?!" Nyx yelled out to Scarblade in alarm.
"Are you going into the light, are ya?!" Phobos asked stupidly, causing Spike to hit him, "Ouch, hey!"
"Will you ever stop doing that?!" Spike scowls angrily to his friend.
Courage Tiger approached and helped Scarblade up, speaking in concern, "Scarblade! Are you alright?! You're hurt!"
"Yes, my lord. Your safety... is all matters." Scarblade said with a cringe. He may be hurt, but Courage Tiger's safety is more important than his.
Courage Tiger hissed in shame, "Forgive me... This is all... This is all my fault..."
Scarblade turned and bowed before Courage Tiger as he insists otherwise, "My lord, you are safe. I have fulfilled... my duty..."
"Scarblade…why? How could you say that when you're-?!"
Rarity chose this time to interrupt, "Lord Courage. Before you could have guilt tripping again, you need to understand him. Scarblade has his body shielded you as the sign of dedication to you."
Everyone but Scarblade ask in surprise, "Really?"
"Yes. Scarblade did it not because it's his duty or order from Brave Tiger, but he truly cared for you, Courage. That is the sign of friendship."
"Really," Courage Tiger ask Rarity in surprise. He was under the expression that friendship was pointless and no good in times of war.
Rarity smiles as she asks, "Now, darling, isn't there something else you should say to him?"
"Scarblade... I..." Courage Tiger begins to speak. He is not sure what to say. Scarblade remained silent yet calm and firm of looking at him. Courage Tiger sighed as he built up his courage. "What kind of wine do you like?"
"WHAT," Everybody else but Scarblade yelled out in shock and disbelief. After all that, that's the best he could even ask for?!
"I can't believe it?! A wine; not 'thank you'?! Is this a joke, Courage?!" Rarity groaned. "Aqua was right about her brother. He's indeed a heavy alcoholic drinker..."
"I can bet that is why Rainbow Dash shared similarity with these guys." Applejack remarked dryly, except Rainbow drinks Apple Cider a lot.
"Ih; Come on, seriously?" Phobos ask while rolling his eyes.
"Mother would throw a commotion if someone were to say that in front of her." Nyx said, knowing how annoyed Twilight is with those types of reason.
"Plus, not appropriable," Fluttershy muttered a bit.
Scarblade laughed a bit while smiled, "I like all... wines..."
Courage Tiger smiled as he spoke, "Well then, I think a banquet is in order, once we retake our home." The stallion stood up and held his hoof in front of Scarblade. "This is my way of thanking you."
Scarblade smiled as he held his lord's hoof and got up, speaking, "Thank you, my lord."
Everyone laughed at the scene, making Courage Tiger confused and embarrassed while Scarblade remained silent yet smiled.
"What?" Courage ask confused. What is so darn funny?
Rarity sighed, "Oh, Courage... You and your drinks to say 'thank you'." The white unicorn nevertheless smiled. At least a friendship is formed here. "But you're right. Scarblade deserved a banquet for protecting you. That is indeed sign of friendship."
"Though drinking is an odd way of doing so." Nyx said with a shrug.
"That's how it is in these days." Applejack comments to Nyx. It's true, some ponies uses drinks as a way of friendship and thanking in these days.
Scarblade smiled as he spoke, "Thank you, milady."
Courage Tiger smiled while adding, "I guess it is. I hope you can continue your duty to be my bodyguard and help others as well."
Scarblade smiled, saying, "I am honored... My lord..."
"Hopefully Twilight and the others got good as we did." Fluttershy said to her friends in relief.
"I'm sure they do. It looks like clear sailing from here on in." Rarity boasted happily.
But could she even be right?
-------------


Nearly a month of battling the enemies, both Tiger Clan's Main and Secondary Units have arrived at the city's castle walls. The army were engaging and attacking it. The enemies were fighting back as they determinedly and fiercely defend the walls at all cost.
Anchor and Apollo Python were leading the unit in ramming and breaking through the doors. Riverstrike and Tigress were climbing up the ladders to the top as they're all engaging and battling with the enemy troops. Both Sam LaMauche and Wiserton came from one town to another as they tried to persuade the officials, soldiers and citizens to side with Brave Tiger. Courage Tiger and his allies also have arrived and joined the battlefield since they were being signaled to come and assist them.
One month has passed since their first duel, Brave Tiger and Hammerod were challenging and battling with each other for few times. And each time they dueled, either Brave Tiger won the duel or ended in draw. The young Tiger Warlord let Hammerod escaped. This made the warrior to have second thoughts about him.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were at the main camp. They were all prepared and readied to move out again to assist their allies again.
"Is everyone ready?" Twilight Sparkle asked her friends. They all nodded firmly. She smiled, "Good, time to move out now."
Rainbow Dash smirked, "Oh yeah! Tiger Clan rule! Time to finish the fight!"
As her friends were exiting the main camp, Twilight Sparkle was the last one to go. Close to the gate, it quickly shut at once, surprising both her and her friends on both sides.
"What the?! Hey! What's the big idea?!" Pinkie Pie demanded in anger.
"Twilight, what happen?!" Applejack demanded as she knocked the gate, "Twi, open the gate!"
"Yeah, let us in dear," Rarity said in concern.
Twilight Sparkle's voice grunted and shouted, "I'm trying! Something jammed it!"
Ben snarled in concern, "We'll find a way in." He turned to Rainbow Dash, "Rainbow, Rarity, get some help. The rest of us will try to get through this gate!"
Rainbow Dash and Rarity nodded firmly as they turned and headed off at once to find and get some help. Ben and his team were finding a way to open the gate and get inside. They have to help and save Twilight Sparkle from whoever the intruder is.
--------------------------------------------
Trapped inside the main camp, Twilight Sparkle used her levitation spell of pulling or pushing the gate. However, it won't budge for some reason. Nevertheless, her friends were trying to figure a way to get her out of here.
"Don't bother to escape, Oracle Sparkle..." The familiar voice spoke firmly and seriously. Twilight Sparkle shown her angry and annoyed face. She turned to her back. She found Blazefist putting down his scarf from covering his muzzle. He spoke, "Now, we can talk."
"You've been following me?!" Twilight Sparkle asked in annoyance and anger, "What do you want?!"
"Delivering message for you by Lord Azure Phoenix." Blazefist answered firmly. Twilight Sparkle was in shock and surprise. He continued, "Lord Azure forgives you for your betrayal and hope you accept his apology."
"If he wants to apologize to me, he should do it by himself."
"You're still upset about that incident, weren't you?"
"Of course, I am! I tried to help him from killing innocent and getting consumed by his hatred for revenge! But instead, he tried to kill me! How can you expect me to forgive him that?! And let me guess, he wants me to join the club?!"
Blazefist sighed, "I don't know the meaning of 'club', but yes."
Twilight Sparkle groaned, "Forget it! I'm won't join him!" She turned and looked away from him, "So, why don't you open the door and let me out now?"
"Fine. I will," Blazefist sighed in annoyance, "Before we go, ask yourself this. Do you really trust your friends?"
Shocked and angered as Twilight Sparkle turned and glared at Blazefist, "What's that suppose to be mean?!"
"My lord really regrets hurting you. But your friends done a lot of bad things to you before. And I believe the worst is that they don't trust you and let their home destroyed by Storm King himself especially they abandoned you to get captured."
"W-What?!" Twilight Sparkle asked in shock and concern. "H-How did you know about this?!"
BAM! Blazefist and Twilight Sparkle looked at the gate was being banged and rammed for few times. Her friends are coming for her now.
"We know your secrets, Twilight. And trust me, we pity you more than others.," Blazefist said firmly and calmly, "You don't deserve to be with them. Imperial Phoenix Army is the perfect place for you. I suggest you take that offer than ignore it. Because, they will betray and hurt you again. I can guarantee it."
Blazefist flapped his wings as he quickly flew and escaped the main camp. The gate was opened in two. Twilight Sparkle's friends, Aquastroke, Scarblade and a few soldiers have arrived and entered the main camp.
The Tiger Clan looked around while securing the area. Her friends came and checked on Twilight Sparkle, who was in shock and concern.
"Twilight, are you alright?" Ben Valorheart asked.
"Where is that jerk?!" Rainbow Dash demanded.
"What does he wants from you?" Applejack asked.
"I-I'm fine," Twilight Sparkle answered frantically before sighed, "Everything's okay. I'm not harmed." Everyone sighed in relief. She smiled, "We should go and help our friends now."
"Right!" Everyone agreed.
Twilight Sparkle and her friends turned and exited the main camp. They headed off to help and assist Brave Tiger and his allies in taking back the city.
--------------------------------------------
Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan have broken through the castle walls. They all charged and defeated most of the enemy troops. They all have arrived at the palace, where they found and defeated the corrupted ruler of Wuhu River.
Both citizens and soldiers were gathered and stood at the courtyard, where Brave Tiger was standing and making his speech. His friends stood besides him.
"Look, my lord. This is your land, and these are your stallions," Riverstrike said firmly.
"Yes... I finally see it," Brave Tiger said in relief before showing his firm face, "I stand as the Head of Tiger Clan."
"He did it," Anchor said proudly.
Apollo Python nodded, "Indeed, he did. He is now in his father's hooves."
"Victory is ours! The land of our fathers is returned to us! This is all thanks to our Awesome Guardian - Rainbow Dash and her friends!" Brave Tiger exclaimed wildly and proudly.
His ponies cheered wildly and happily. Twilight Sparkle and her friends bowed down humbly.
Brave Tiger continued his speech, "The land is in turmoil. To be honest, I have no idea what'll happen next. But with your help, I'm going to do everything I can to make it right! The Tiger Clan stands proudly in Wuhu River! And we are its ponies! We will fight, and we will win! Have faith, and follow me!"
The Tiger Clan and the citizens gave a loud applause and cheers to Brave Tiger. They will do whatever it takes to win for Brave Tiger and his clan.
"Woohoo! Awesome!" Rainbow Dash cheered wildly and happily.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. I'd never thought that we'd be praised heroes to them."
"Me neither," Pinkie Pie cheered.
Twilight Sparkle smiled, "Either way, we helped and get Brave Tiger and his family back home. That's the important part."
"Indeed," Courage Tiger said in agreement, "He has ponies' ears."
Riverstrike nodded, "Yes. The battle has given him confidence. His passion is now married with strength and charisma. If that is not enough to move the people, then I suppose nothing will."
GASPED! Everyone turned and found Hammerod was approaching to Brave Tiger. Aquastroke and Tigress were armed and ready to fight, but instead Brave Tiger halted his sisters. The warrior was close to him. Instead of attacking him, he passed the young warlord and looked at his former warlord.
"My lord, forgive me," Hammerod said calmly and firmly, "As a warrior and as a stallion, I wish to live a just and true life." He turned and looked at Brave Tiger, "So, from this day, my life is yours, Master Brave Tiger."
Surprised yet amazed, Brave Tiger approached Hammerod, "Thank you, Hammerod."
Brave Tiger held his hoof up, which surprised Hammerod. The warrior smiled as he returned a hoof bump to young warlord. Everyone cheered wildly and happily. Hammerod joined the army.
"The magnanimity of a true ruler," Riverstrike commented.
"I don't know the meaning but awesome!" Aquastroke and Tigress cheered wildly and happily, "Go Brave Tiger!"
"Now this is awesome!" Fluttershy commented.
Applejack nodded, "Yeah, it is. Friendship always triumph as long we stick together."
"Yeah..." Twilight Sparkle said in concern and worry while thinking about Blazefist's message about her friends, "Together..."
"After defeating the corrupted ruler, Brave Tiger continued his advance," Narrator narrated, "Having quickly subdued the lands of Wuhu River, the ponies elected to give him a new name - The Little Tiger Conqueror. They compared him to the Legendary Mystic Guardian of Water, who has shown both courage and bravery in overcoming the odds and defeating the enemies while defending the lives of thousands. And he ruled the land with fair and just..."
--------------------------------------------
Twilight Sparkle and her friends have arrived at the Xu Province. They all headed to the castle's entrance. Pinkie Pie knocked the door happily and wildly.
"It's good to be back here," Twilight Sparkle commented.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. At least, we can get some good rest."
"Yeah. It's awesome to with our guys, but it's cool to get some rest," Rainbow Dash said in agreement, "At least, nothing goes wrong..."
The door opened. Twilight Sparkle and her friends looked at the front. They all gasped in shock and concern. They're facing at the familiar demonic warrior.
"Oh no..." Twilight Sparkle said in concern.
Fluttershy yelped, "Devil Destroyer!"
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion:A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
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Chapter 14: The Trust


Arriving at Xu Province City's Gate, Twilight and her friends came to face Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike. They were in shock and confused about how and why they were here.
"Lord Devil, it's West Ponies from Mighty Tiger Gate!" Bladestrike said firmly.
"I know," Devil Destroyer scoffed, "What are you all doing here?"
"What are we-?! What are you even doing here?!" Twilight demanded in anger.
Rainbow Dash snarled, "Yeah! This place doesn't even belong to you either!"
"It belongs to Virtue!" Applejack exclaimed in anger, "What did you do to him?!"
Twilight and her friends armed and ready to fight with Devil Destroyer and Bladestrike, who also ready to fight as well. Unknown to them, Virtue Dragon and his three brothers were passing by. They stopped upon looking at the scene.
"Oh no," Virtue Dragon yelped in concern as he quickly headed in-between two groups while held his hooves on both sides, "Stop! Stop! Don't fight; don't!"
"Virtue," Twilight and her friends asked in shock and confusion.
"What is the meaning of this, Virtue?!" Devil Destroyer demanded.
Warpath Temper scoffed while pushed Devil Destroyer ahead, "Back off, Demon Warrior!"
"Do you want to go through this again?!"
"Bring it on!"
"Warpath/My Lord, stop!" Blade Dragoon and Bladestrike exclaimed as they quickly halted both of their allies from fighting, "Don't make the scene!"
"Indeed. We should get inside the palace," Dragonspear said calmly and firmly, "We don't want to make a scene here."
Virtue Dragon nodded while looking at Twilight and her friends, "I'll explain later. Just follow me."
Twilight and her friends were confused yet uncertain of what's really going on. Nevertheless, they have to follow Virtue Dragon and his allies to the palace since they trust their allies well.
--------------------------------------------
"YOU DID WHAT?!"
Twilight and her friends were in shock and confuse of what Virtue Dragon has said. Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper and Dragonspear remained silent yet shown a hint of concern and anger. Devil Destroyer smiled amusingly while sitting down on his seat, along with Bladestrike and Butterfly Dancer.
"H-How could you think of that?!" Twilight asked in shock and concern.
"I can't believe you!" Rainbow exclaimed in annoyance, "How could you let these guys in?! He's the bad guy! He tried to kill all of us especially helping Cruez!"
"I agreed with Rainbow Dash. This is unacceptable and foolish!" Rarity exclaimed in agreement, "No offense."
"None taken," Virtue Dragon said calmly, "I understand your concerns and uneasiness about my decision. But I'd never turn my back on those, who needs my help. And it's final."
"But still, he's the bad guy!" Pinkie exclaimed in concern before screamed, "Good guy don't help bad guy! Is it me or am I crazy?!"
"It's just you, Pinkie." Ben remarked in annoyance, "But still... How can we be sure that he won't turn on us?"
Devil Destroyer scoffed, "If I want this land so badly, I would have trash this place by now rather than being Virtue's guest!"
"That's Lord Virtue to you, demon!" Dragonspear snarled a bit, "Respect him!"
"Respect to my ass, boy!"
"How dare you?! You will pay for-!"
"That's enough, Dragonspear," Virtue Dragon said firmly. He sighed, "Either way, Lord Devil hasn't done any damages and troubles to me and my ponies. And therefore, they're our guests and allies now. You need not worry."
"That's what I'm afraid of..." Twilight said in concern. She turned to Devil Destroyer, "So, how did you end up here?"
Devil Destroyer groaned in anger, "It's something I don't enjoy talking about." He sighed in defeat, "After I managed to slay Cruez, both Snarl and Bolder have retaliated and taken Ma Chang An for themselves. And so, my army and I have forced to flee. We have spent some years of travelling and searching for new place to stay. Then, we came across to Azure's territories. And since it's defenseless, I decide to take it as my own territories."
Fluttershy gasped, "That explains why Azure decide to abandon the siege in the first place. Devil Destroyer's attacks must have alerted Azure and his army to turn back."
"I don't know if we should be thankful or be afraid about it," Spike said in concern.
Phobos nodded, "Yeah, me too..."
"Unfortunately, we have underestimated Azure Phoenix's army." Bladestrike said in shame, "Nearly one month of fighting with them, they managed to turn the tide and retake their territories..."
"So, we pleaded Lord Virtue to let us stay in," Butterfly Dancer said gently.
"Just because we let you all in doesn't mean we're friends," Warpath Temper snarled in anger, "I don't trust you, bastard!"
Blade Dragoon gave a hard whack on Warpath Temper's head, "Mind your manners, Warpath."
"Either way, Azure Phoenix hasn't been attacking here, has he?" Twilight asked in concern.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "No, he hasn't. Devil Destroyer has done a lot of damages to Azure's Army and Territories. So, it will take them for some times to rebuild his forces. Therefore, we shouldn't be worry about him and his invasions now."
"That's a relief..." Twilight said calmly, "Nothing could gone wrong."
The door was opened. Everyone turned to the door. The greenish armored soldier approached and whispered to Virtue Dragon about the report. The Lord of Xu Province hummed and showed concern looks about it. He nodded a bit.
The soldier turned and opened the door as he allowed the mysterious guest in. Everyone gave the annoying and firm glare at the newcomer - Blazefist, who bowed down before them. He even gave a glare at Bladestrike.
Blazefist snarled a bit, "Bladestrike..."
"Blazefist..." Bladestrike said calmly.
"What are you doing here?!" Applejack demanded in anger.
Rainbow nodded in agreement, "You've got lot of nerve showing your face here, buddy!"
"If you think about getting Twilight on his side, think again!" Rarity said firmly.
Fluttershy nodded, "Nopony makes Twilight to join your side!"
Pinkie Pie scoffed, "Yeah! So back off, buster!"
"Shut up, Hippogriff-Lover brat," Blazefist snarled in anger. His sentence confused Pinkie Pie a bit. He turned and faced to Virtue Dragon. He took the scroll out and spoke, "By order of the Emperor, he decreed that Lord Virtue Dragon of Xu Province, is to find and hunt down Greed Broke for high treason against the Emperor and his Dynasty. The griffon has declared himself 'the emperor' and even used the dynasty's seal for his ambition. No prisoners. No mercy. That is all."
Everyone hummed in concern and surprise as they all chatted about it. Devil Destroyer and his army remained silent and calm. Twilight and her friends were uneasy and concern about it.
"How do we know that the scroll belongs to the Emperor? He's still in Diamond Dog's grasps," Rainbow asked suspiciously. Blazefist passed the scroll to her to read. After reading, she yelped in surprise, "Okay. I think it's his writing."
"H-How," Rarity asked in concern.
Flutttershy nodded in agreement
Blazefist scoffed, "Two weeks ago, Snarl and Bolder were fighting among themselves and even got themselves killed. This gave the Emperor and his loyalists to escape. My lord took the chance to rescue and take him to Xuchang Palace. That's all you need to know."
Everyone was in thoughts of whether or not if they should obey the order especially when the Emperor is under Azure Phoenix's grasp. This could mean he's mastermind of handling politics and military. They were uncertain.
Blazefist scoffed, "If you disobey the order, then you are traitor to the Emperor as well. And I have the right to kill you now."
Everyone except Devil Destroyer's team was annoyed and angered as they all armed and readied their weapons at Blazefist. They don't like his tone and lack of respect to Virtue Dragon.
"Watch your tone, boy!" Blade Dragoon snarled, "You have no right to speak that!"
Dragonspear nodded, "Indeed. If you dare attack our lord, we will strike you down!"
"I accept it," Virtue Dragon said firmly. Everyone looked at him in shock and confusion. He continued, "Whether this is from Azure or the Emperor, I will hunt down and kill Greed Broke for treason against the dynasty."
"Brother..." Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper asked in shock and concern.
"Good..." Blazefist said firmly, "I'm coming with you. Ordered by my lord."
Virtue Dragon nodded firmly. Everyone else was uneasy and concern about it while Devil Destroyer smirked amusingly and his team remained calm and silent about it.
--------------------------------------------
Inside the dungeon of Xuchang Palace, both Azure Phoenix and Woren Alert were glaring at both chained of both Starlight and Sunset. The mares looked badly injured.
Woren Alert sighed, "Almost two months, mares refused to give in and reveal the information about our little friends."
"Why? Why won't you let me know about Twilight and her friends?" Azure Phoenix demanded firmly.
"So that you can turned her against her friends?" Starlight asked dryly, "Never!"
Sunset nodded, "Twilight isn't Princess of Friendship for nothing! She believed ponies and creatures can become friends!"
Woren Alert chuckled amusingly, "That's a laugh!"
"Princess of Friendship," Azure Phoenix asked dryly before scoffed, "Is this some kind of joke? I am not amused. If that is true, why my spies told me about her friends betrayed and sold her to the Storm King?"
"Sold her?!" Sunset asked in shock, "No! That's not true! She was captured when they...!" She hissed, "When they were having hard time after some problem. I was sure of it!"
Starlight groaned, "Are you trying to fabricate the story to let you know more about her capture?" She scoffed, "It won't work. We know the story well then you are."
"How can you be sure they're telling the truth?" Azure Phoenix asked firmly. Both Starlight and Sunset remained silent as they both were in shock and confuse. He continued, "For all you know, not all is true. And I don't believe her friends were really sorry for her. They're just using her for their ambition!"
"They will never do that to her!" Starlight and Sunset exclaimed in anger.
"Stop playing mind games with us! I've had it!" Starlight exclaimed in anger.
Sunset nodded, "Yeah! Do what you want with us. We won't give you anything about our friends. And Twilight will never turn on us."
"Believe me. She will..." Azure Phoenix said darkly. He turned and walked away, "I must be excused now. I have meeting to attend. Keep probing their minds, Woren..."
Woren Alert smirked, "As you wish, my lord."
As his horn glowed magically, Woren Alert turned and readied to torture and probe Sunset and Starlight's minds. They both really don't like it.
--------------------------------------------
Twilight and her friends were inside the guest's room. They all were having discussion about the latest problem.
"So, what do you think Azure is up to now?" Ben asked in concern.
Twilight hummed in uneasy tone, "I don't know. Whatever he's planning, he wants something to happen. And we need to be ready for it."
"Yeah... That Blazefist... I can't believe that I befriend coach's guy," Rainbow remarked dryly.
"But Rainbow Dash, this is the past, not present. Remember?" Fluttershy reminded calmly.
Rainbow groaned, "I know. But looking at how he reacted and treated us makes me sick!"
"And not to mention, meanie! Why does he hate me so much," Pinkie asked in confusion.
"Hard to tell..." Twilight said in concern while thinking carefully, "But we should be more worry about Devil Destroyer..."
"Why, darling," Rarity asked in concern.
"This maybe in the past. But we all know him too well. He's definitely will turn his back on Virtue sooner or later." Twilight said firmly and calmly, "And we need some group to stay behind to keep an eye on him and his team."
Applejack nodded, "Yeah. We know his team well. We should also worried about Warpath too. Knowing that guy, he's alcoholic when it comes to wines and apple ciders, like somepony else I know of."
"Hey!" Rainbow Dash exclaimed in annoyance.
"No, AJ's right. If Virtue let Warpath stays here, he could do a lot of damages than helping. We can't let that happen. Bilbo Holms entrusted his home to Virtue," Twilight said firmly, "Rainbow, Pinkie, Rarity and Spike remained here. The rest of us will go with Virtue."
"Why me? I wanna see more action!" Rainbow complained.
"Coz you're one pony, who can handle with apple ciders and some alcohol stuffs," Applejack remarked amusingly.
Rainbow groaned, "So, uncool..."
"But, we should keep an eye on Blazefist. He's here for something else," Nyx said in concern, "He didn't come here to help Virtue for sure."
Ben nodded, "Yeah. He's up to something. We should keep an eye on him."
"Right..." Everyone nodded in agreement.
--------------------------------------------
Twilight and her friends were outside of Xu Province's Entrance. And just as they predicted and expected, Warpath Temper was selected to stay behind to guard the place while Virtue Dragon and his allies will march and engage with Greed Broke.
"Are you sure you can handle it, Warpath? Guarding this place isn't a joke," Virtue Dragon said in concern, "It's a serious job."
Warpath Temper groaned, "Just relax, brother. You can count on me. I won't let anything bad happen to here." He scoffed, "Plus, I'll keep an eye on that jackass."
"That's not what he was worried about," Dragonspear said in concern.
Blade Dragoon nodded, "It's your drinking habits."
Warpath Temper groaned, "Relax. I won't drink wines... That much..."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Just stay out of troubles. And please, don't drink too much."
Warpath Temper nodded, "Got it. I won't let you down."
Virtue Dragon, his allies and the army of 5,000 soldiers began their marching. They all headed to the Shouchun, where Greed Broke resides. Twilight and her friends followed them, and even Blazefist is with them. Warpath Temper, Rarity, Pinkie, Rainbow and Spike remained behind to guard Xu Province.
"Thank you for helping us again. We're in your debt," Virtue Dragon thanked calmly.
Twilight smiled, "I'm just glad to help out. It's the least I can do for not able to stop Azure-!"
"I don't blame you for that. I'm just glad that you and your friends help us out especially making sure my brother won't cause the problems. He always get drunk during his duty."
"Don't worry. Everything will be fine."
Blazefist was close to Twilight from behind, however, he was being watched out by her friends. This annoyed and angered him a lot.
"Will you give it a rest?!" Blazefist snarled.
"Don't act so cool, Blaze. We're on to you," Ben said dryly.
Applejack nodded, "Yeah. We know you're here to get Twilight on his side. Not a chance!"
"We won't let you," Fluttershy said firmly.
"We're watching your moves, buddy," Nyx in her Battle Mode snarled.
Blazefist shrugged, "Whatever. I'm just here to watch Virtue Dragon's movement. That's all. I won't bother Twilight much..."
"We'll see..." Applejack said dryly.
--------------------------------------------
Inside the guests' residents, Devil Destroyer and his two loyal friends have arrived and greeted by a darker pinkish Earth Pony worn the blackish battle armor with red mini-skirt and twin red-feathers helmet - Skycrush, a brown unicorn with short mustache, grayish mane and short tail worn the black Chinese Strategist robe and head-wear - Vile, and The bulky gray Pegasus with crimson mane and tail style worn battle armor - Gigaton.
"My lord," Vile asked amusingly.
"You were right. Those brats are here," Devil Destroyer snarled a bit, "But they left and gone with Virtue while leaving Rainbow Dash, Rarity and Pinkie Pie behind."
Vile chuckled, "This should be easy for me to work on my magic."
"Why is that, master Vile?" Bladestrike asked in serious tone.
"Oracle Twilight is the mare we should be fear the most. They say that she foreseen the future of how the history goes." Vile said calmly, "Without her, taking the castle will be easy as pie."
Gigaton chuckled, "Good one..."
"My lord, are you sure you want to do this? It's unfair for us to attack the pony, who help us." Butterfly Dancer asked in concern.
"And what about the mares? Should we concern of them as well?" Skycrush asked seriously.
"Don't worry. I just need the castle, that's all," Devil Destroyer said calmly, "I'll deal with the rest as much as I please. As for her friends, I don't care. If they get in my way, kill them all."
Bladestrike hummed in concern while showing hesitate looks, "A-As you wish. I'll get the warriors ready, my lord."
"While we're at it, we should be waiting for our little friend of this town," Vile said amusingly.
"Who would that be?" Skycrush asked in concern.
Vile smirked, "Waiting for Warpath to make one mistake. This will turn tide to our side sooner or later..."
Devil Destroyer smirked, "Good... That's what I want to hear..."
--------------------------------------------
At the dining hall, Warpath Temper has invited all officials and officers for a dinner, including three mares and a dragon. This makes most of them uneasy and worried about having a drink of the wine.
"I don't like this." Spike said in concern. Twilight never let him drink any wine beverages, and there's no way he's going to now.
"Right, I mean drinking for minors?!" Pinkie scoffs as she shakes her head. "Is he loco in the coco?"
"I know, and it isn't the right drink for this meal." Rarity comments on the wine being used for this dinner.
Warpath Temper smiled as he spoke to the guests, "Thank you for coming! Today, I would like to make an important announcement! Just before my brothers left, he told me not to drink too much of wine. He thinks I'll get drunk and screw this job upside down."
Spike scoffed, "He was right about that one."
"Yeah. A heavy drinker drinks so much of my apple ciders." Rainbow remarked to her friends a bit.
However Warpath Temper overheard Rainbow and Spike. He gives an angry glare at them while demanding, "What the hell did you say?!"
"Nothing," Spike and Rainbow exclaims quickly. What's more damaging than a drunken Warpath is a sober one!
Warpath Temper scoffed, "Anyway... Tonight we're gonna have a big toast of our drinks. By tomorrow, we'll take our jobs seriously, with no drinks at all. That includes me. You get me?!"
Officials and Officers fearfully answer, "We get you, sir!"
Warpath Temper laughed, "Let's have a drink! A toast to my big brother!"
Everyone took the drink on their wines, including three mares and a dragon. They're all enjoyed drinks their wines happily for few times. And luckily, Rarity, Pinkie and Spike got rid of them by pretending to drink it.
Spike sighed, "Close one... If Twilight sees this, she's gonna kill me."
"I'd never understand why ancient ponies drink so much of wines than healthy drinks. I don't mind drinking it. But too much could cause ponies to be drunk." Rarity said with an annoyed sigh.
"Well, this is the past. Ponies don't know which drinks or food to drink. They just eat and drink. That's all." Pinkie explains how this part of the past works.
Rarity hummed, "When you put it that way, it makes sense."
"That's why modern days are better than 'old days'. Plus, drinking wines is overkill, right, Dash?" Pinkie turns as she gasps upon noticing something, "Dash, no!"
Too late; Rainbow Dash burped drunkly, "Wow... I'd never knew drinking these kind of stuffs could be..." She hiccup a bit, "so much better than apple cider!: The mare hiccup once more, "Woohoo! I love it!"
"Oh dear... That's not good." Rarity spoke in concern. Rainbow is going to end up doing or saying something wrong.
Spike sighed, "Should have brought the apple cider here."
Warpath Temper laughed, "That's more like it! Good job!" He noticed a stallion with mustache didn't drink and groaned in annoyance, "Why aren't you drinking your drinks?"
Official yelped, "Sorry, sir! I can't! I can't drink beer!"
Warpath Temper groaned sickly,"Why not, Old Yeller?"
Old Yeller gulped, "Because I'm allergic and sick to the wine! I can't drink it!"
Warpath Temper armed with a punch snarls, "When I said drink it, and I meant it! So drink it now before I bash your head!"
Old Yeller squealed in fear, "Mercy!"
Rarity using her magic to Warpath Temper from punching quickly protest, "Warpath, that's enough! You can't force pony to take a drink on wine!"
"She's right! I mean, if the stallion doesn't wanna drink if he has a good reason to do so, don't forced him!" Spike exclaims in agreement.
"What they said!" Pinkie exclaims, concerned that Warpath is going to make things worst than better.
Rainbow Dash hiccup drunkly, "Woohoo! More drinks! Better than apple cider!"
"Like she's doing right now!"
"Ugh. Rainbow is not funny drunk." Rarity commented, putting her nose in the air in disgust.
"Buzz off, old hag! I don't take orders from wimpy hag!" Warpath snaps furiously at Rarity. Needless to say, this doesn't make her happy one bit!
"Old Hag; Why I oughtta-" Unfortunately, before Rarity could finish, Warpath Temper slammed a punch on her head, making her let go in the progress. "OW!"
"Please, sir! I beg of you!" Old Yeller exclaims at Warpath once more.
"SHUT UP! Give him some beats now!" Warpath Temper demands his guard ruthlessly.
Pinkie gasped, "You can't do that! It's not fair!"
Rainbow Dash laughed drunk as she demands otherwise, "Who cares?! Give him some beatings now!"
"Ugh! You need to lay off the stuff right now." Spike remarks to Rainbow in disgust by her behavior.
"And I need some ice on my face." Rarity mumbled, rubbing the part of her face that Warpath punched a few minutes ago.
The soldiers approached and dragged the Old Yeller to outside. They all gave him some serious beatings on his back.
"That can't be good..." Spike said with a groan. Something tells him this is going to come back to bite everyone on the flank.
"Yeah, I know. Offscreen beatings don't help the fact that poor people are still beaten." Pinkie said in agreement with Spike, sort of.
Rainbow drunkly exclaims, "Woohoo! Beat him to the pulp now! Beat him now!"
Pinkie groaned as she gave a slam punch on Rainbow's head, "You need timeout, Rainbow Dash!"
Rarity sighed, "Honestly. Rainbow Dash needed to control her drinks."
----------------
At guest homeland, Devil Destroyer and his team were waiting. Most of the soldiers were boring and annoyed that they won't get some action to do. A scout has arrived and reported to Vile.
Vile smiled as he announces, "My lord. It is time."
Devil Destroyer gave a snarl as he answers, "It's about time..."
Bladestrike hummed in shame, "Forgive me, Blade Dragoon..."
----------------------
Rarity and her friends were inside the guest room. Rarity was sewing her dress. Rainbow was snoring peacefully. Pinkie was drawing her artwork. Spike hummed in concern while walking around.
Rainbow groaned while waking up, "What hit me?"
"You got drunk after drinking too much of wine. And talk something stupid. So, I have to hit your head." Pinkie explains in disapproval of her friend's behavior earlier.
"What?!"
"Hey, she had to!" Spike explains to Rainbow in disgust. "You were way out of line and were encouraging Warpath's beating of an official. I mean, really?"
"Right, even when you were on Apple Cider, you didn't acted like much of a brute." Rarity remarked in agreement. Hearing that made Rainbow a bit shameful.
"Sorry, guys. I didn't mean it..." Rainbow said to her friends sheepishly.
"Well, at least it's over now, darling."
"Right, maybe next time, lay off the wine." Spike said as Rainbow held her head in pain. That wine was too much, even for her!
"At least, things can't get any worse?" Pinkie asked with a shrug.
SCREAM! The ponies and a dragon yelped in shock and concern. They don't like the sound of it.
Spike groaned, "You just have to say it?!"
Warpath Temper came to the guest's room. He looked injured and wounded badly.
Warpath Temper sighed, "You're alright! We have to go now!"
"Why? What's going on?" Pinkie ask, making her friends groaned. Why must she keep asking jinxed questions?
"We've been betrayed! The city is overrun! We have to go now! We have to get out of here now!"
"But we are supposed to make sure the city doesn't get overrun!" Spike exclaims to Warpath in alarm. "Twilight and the others are counting on us!"
"Right, if we leave, we will failed in our mission!" Rainbow exclaims in agreement.
"As much as I want to fight them off, but getting out of here and find our pals now!" Warpath exclaims seriously to the group. It's true, there's too much to fight off. They gotta get out and fast!
Rarity hissed, "I hate to say but we have to leave this place."
"But we promised Twilight that we'll defend this place for Bilbo! We can't just abandon it!" Rainbow points out once more to Rarity.
"We know, Dash. But nothing is important than staying alive for our friendship." Pinkie sighs in agreement. What's a city, but a place?
Spike nodded as he added, "We'll get our city back! We have to go now!"
Rainbow groaned in defeat, "Fine!"
Warpath Temper sighed, "Let's go now!"
Warpath Temper headed off while Rarity and her friends follow him from behind. Five of them fought bravely against Devil Destroyer's army as they were breaking through the enemies' troops. They all came across to the gate, where it was blocked by Bladestrike, Skycrush and Old Yeller.
"Uh-oh..." Rarity said in agreement. This doesn't look good.
Old Yeller hissed, "You're gonna regret this, jackass! I'm gonna see you hell for good!" The girls and Spike groaned. They knew that Warpath's treatment towards him earlier is going to bite him all on the flank.
Skycrush snarls, "Surrender now. Or die like a brave warrior."
"How could you?! Virtue let you all stay here! And now, you all turned on him!" Rainbow exclaims angrily to the trio.
"We knew you all can't be trusted!" Pinkie exclaims angrily and disgusted.
Bladestrike on the other hoof spoke up, "If you knew it, then why not finish us before?"
Rainbow groaned, "We would have if Virtue hadn't been so nice to you bad guys!"
"Yeah! You're gonna be sorry for this!" Pinkie exclaims to the villains in agreement.
Bladestrike again just scoffed as if this is a terrible joke to him, "Bad guys? Is this a joke? In this world, there is no good or bad guy because you will never who you can trust - your own ally or enemy especially you three. You all betrayed your friends' trust."
"What," The future one exclaims angrily to Bladestrike.
"How dare you! We never betrayed their trust!" Spike protests angrily.
"Right, we all have been goodie good friends and wouldn't sell them out like how you did!" Pinkie exclaims in agreement.
"As far as we're concerned, you got no loyalty!" Rainbow remarked with a frown at the trio.
"Keep lying to yourself. You're the real traitors, not us. You have no pride of being warrior and no loyalty to anyone but yourself." Skycrush remarked to the group cruelly. Somehow saying that was a armor piercing question to a certain rainbow maned pony.
Rainbow looked down in shock, mumbling, "She's... He... They're right... I've let so many ponies down..."
"Don't listen to him, darling. They are wicked liars who would say or do anything to freak us out." Rarity said to her friend in comfort.
"Right, even though we made some terrible dumb mistakes before." Pinkie comments, this only made Rainbow a bit more down.
"Pinkie; not helping."
Warpath Temper screamed, "Shut up! I've had it! I'm gonna kill you all!"
"I'll start with you for ruining me!" Old Yeller exclaimed. He is still outraged by Warpath's treatment towards him and is wanting revenge!
Warpath Temper and Old Yeller charged at each other. And just before the old stallion could do anything, Warpath Temper grabbed and slammed him to the ground hard, causing the Old Yeller to die.
"You're next, jackass!" Warpath exclaims, turning his attention to Bladestrike.
Warpath Temper screamed in anger as he charged and attacked Bladestrike, who blocked and deflected the attacks. Both of them swung their blades at each other fiercely and violently for few times.
Skycrush engaged with three ponies and the dragon. Four of them dodged and avoided Skycrush's attacks fiercely for few times as well. Rarity summoned her Diamond Force-Field in blocking and deflecting the attacks. Pinkie fired her party canon, followed by Spike firing his dragon flames at her. Rainbow charged in while punching and kicking at her. Skycrush dodged the attacks easily before swung her Crossed Pikes at them in boomerang style. The ponies dodge the attacks before they all get punched and kicked off by her for few times.
Rainbow groaned, "We're wasting time! Time to go boom!"
"Everypony move!" Pinkie exclaims quickly.
Rainbow flew up to the sky as she unleashed her Sonic Rainboom. Her friends moved aside. She charged and rammed both Bladestrike and Skycrush aside. Seeing the opening, they're all quickly escape now.
Bladestrike and Skycrush recovered from the attacks while witnessing their enemies escaped.
"We've gotta go after them now!" Skycrush exclaims to Bladestrike furiously.
Bladestrike firmly spoke, "Don't bother. Even if they did come back, they will not stand a chance against us. They will serve Lord Devil Destroyer. They have no choice."
"I see. Good. They will know how my father felt for being treated him like dog. They'll get that treatment!"
-----------------
It was raining. Virtue Dragon and his team were inside the camps. Virtue Dragon was discussing with his generals, Twilight, Applejack and Ben about dealing with Greed Broke. Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike were playing cards.
While ponies were busy with their works, they all heard some ponies calling them. They turned to the front and found some group arrived and entered the camp.
Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers shouted in shock, "Warpath?!"
Twilight and her friends shouted in alarm "Rainbow?! Rarity?! Pinkie?! Spike?!"
As the heroes rushes towards the newcomers, the alarmed Twilight continues, "What happen?"
Rainbow sobbed tearfully and shamed, "Twilight, I'm sorry! I'm so sorry!"
"We failed you." Rarity sighs, feeling ashamed as well.
"Yeah; we really ruin it." Pinkie groans, her mane and tail are deflated, which normally happened when she's sad.
"What do you mean?" Ben asked the girls in concern.
"Right, what happened at the city?" Nyx ask her honorary aunts and brother.
"I'm so sorry, brother. I really am! Because of me, we've lost Xu Province!" Warpath exclaims, much to everyone else's shock and horror.
"What," Dragonspear yells out in alarm.
"How," Blade Dragoon demanded to Warpath in disbelief.
"I got drunk." Warpath said, feeling ashamed of getting drunk. If only he kept his drinking under control, he would've saw the treachery coming sooner.
"Warpath! What were you thinking?!" Virtue Dragon demanded towards Warpath angrily. He left his friend to take care of the city, and this is the result that he'd gotten?!
"I know. I know. I'm such an idiot." Warpath screamed in torment. "I deserve punishment!"
Warpath Temper grabbed the sword as he was ready to commit suicide. Blade Dragoon and Dragonspear quickly stopped him while begging him not to do it. And at the same time, Virtue Dragon gave a big slap on Warpath Temper's face hard.
"Warpath, commit suicide won't make things better! But I'm glad you're safe and alive." Virtue Dragon said sternly yet relived that his friend is all right.
"But brother..." Warpath spoke, but Virtue Dragon held up a hoof, silencing him.
"That's enough, Warpath. We'll get our home back. For now, rest..."
"Twilight, we... No... I'm sorry. I really blow it out again. I'm such a loser." Rainbow said, feeling ashamed for messing up as well. If she hasn't been so drunk, the mare could've done better.
"Don't say that, Rainbow." Fluttershy said meekly to her long time friend.
"Right, not like you meant to be drunk as a skunk and mess everything up." Phobos remarked stupidly. He yelps as Nyx hits on the back of the head. "Ouch!"
"Not helping, Phobos!" Nyx sighs towards her friend.
"Rainbow; don't talk like that. I'm just glad you and others are safe." Twilight said sternly yet relived that the others are safe and sound. They lost a city, but they kept their friends.
"H-How could you forgive me so easily? I screw up a lot!" Rainbow exclaims in disbelief. Even Twilight should've admit, she doesn't deserve forgiveness for messing up a lot!
"That maybe true. But at the end, you make it up by protecting and getting them to safety. That's what you've always do, didn't you?"
"Hmm... I guess so..."
"Right. We can't always be perfect." Ben said to Rainbow with a light chuckle. "We mess up on one time or another."
"Right, like during the Gabby Gums incident." Rarity said in agreement. "Although were we in the right to be angry to Sweetie and her friends?"
"Let's just not speak of it again." Applejack remarked, feeling ashamed of that. "That's one time I felt the worst."
"Good. Now, we need to figure out of how to get that land back to Virtue." Twilight said with a smile of relief.
However, before any ideas can be given, one of Virtue Dragon's Soldiers gallops towards everyone, screaming out in alarm, "Report; Greed Broke is moving his army here now! We're under attacked!"
Everyone gasped to hear the news. They're all in panicked and worry about it.
"Oh, why can't everything be good for us for once," Spike exclaims as he slapped himself on the forehead.
"And we jinxed it again." Pinkie said embarrassedly.
--------------------------------------------
After the rainstorm has stopped, Virtue Dragon gathered all of his forces as they're preparing for the battle against Greed Broke. Twilight and her friends joined their friends to battle. All of them stood and waited firmly at the hill. They all armed with their weapons. And even Blazefist was there to help them as well.
As the dawn breaks in, the army of Greed Broke's Griffon Army are marching and arriving to the battlefield. They all stood and readied for battle against Virtue Dragon. Greed Broke spotted Twilight and her friends stood besides with Virtue Dragon and his army. He laughed amusingly at them.
"Oh my... If it isn't the Tiger Cub and her little friends," Greed Broke said amusingly, "What brings you here with the pathetic ruler like Virtue? Don't tell me. Here to help them?" He laughed out loud, "Pathetic!"
"Laugh it up, chicken boy!" Rainbow remarked dryly and angrily, "At least, they're better friends than you, chicken wings!"
"Well, hopefully not to get drunk too much like you and Warpath did," Pinkie commented.
Rainbow groaned, "Not funny, Pinkie!"
"Chicken wing?! How dare you?!" Greed Broke demanded in anger before groaned, "So, that's how you want to play?! Very well! Teach them a lesson, warriors!"
Virtue Dragon groaned, "Warriors, prepare for battle!"
Both Greed Broke's and Virtue Dragon's Army readied their weapons for the battle. And just before they could start their battle, they heard a loud yet wild dragon's roar. They turned to the northern area, where they found Devil Destroyer and his army marching to the battlefield. They're all stood before both armies.
"Damn it. Of our rotten luck," Applejack cursed in concern.
Rainbow groaned, "You've got a lot of nerve for showing your faces to us!"
Pinkie snarled, "Yeah! What do you want now?!"
"Enough! Quit squabbling like children!" Devil Destroyer shouted in anger and annoyance. Everyone looked confuse as annoyed and angered by him especially Rainbow, Rarity, Pinkie, Spike and even Warpath Temper after what has happen to Xu Province. He continued, "I'm tired of this useless bickering! You're both finished! Now make peace!"
"Son of a bitch," Warpath Temper cursed angrily, "I'm gonna kill you for this!"
"Make peace?! Is that supposed to be a joke?!" Rainbow asked angrily.
Fluttershy nodded angrily, "Did you honestly expect us to forget of what you did to our friends?!"
"Shame on you," Applejack exclaimed in agreement.
Greed Broke huffed in annoyance, "They're right! Why should I make peace with peasants?!"
"Very well. Then, let us make a bet." Devil Destroyer said amusingly as he climbed down his Red Hare. He threw his halberd straight to the south, which was 115 meters ahead. This surprised and confused everyone. He continued while pointed at his weapon, "I shall aim for that weapon with this bow. If I strike, then you both will withdraw the army. However, if I miss, then you are free to do as you please."
"B-But that's impossible!" Twilight exclaimed in concern, "Nopony could make that shot at distance especially hitting it!"
"She's right. Nopony can," Rainbow said angrily.
Blazefist hummed suspiciously, "Hmm... I wouldn't count on it..."
"But..." Greed Broke said amusingly, "This could be entertaining. I shall agree to this bet."
Devil Destroyer smiled as he turned to Virtue Dragon, "Virtue, I trust that you do the same."
Virtue Dragon was uneasy and uncertain especially he was betrayed and his home was conquered by Devil Destroyer. But now, his army is outnumbered and outmatched against Greed Broke's army. He has no choice but reluctantly agree to his bet.
Rainbow groaned, "I can't believe this. We're trusting that jackass?!"
"Do we have the choice?" Phobos asked uneasily.
"He's right. We're out of option now," Twilight said in concern.
With everyone's and even Warpath Temper agreed with the gambit, both armies stood firmly while watching the event. Bladestrike gave the bow and arrow for Devil Destroyer to use. The Demon Warrior armed and readied his bow and arrow as he aimed it at his halberd.
As everyone was waiting and watching the event, Devil Destroyer smirked as he fired his arrow. It shot straight right at... HIS Halberd's top! Everyone was in shock and surprise by it.
"No way," Rainbow exclaimed in shock and concern.
"He hit that shot!" Ben exclaimed in surprise.
Greed Broke groaned in anger and disappointment before sighed, "Very well. Out of respect for our wager, I shall lay down my claws."
Greed Broke led his army to withdraw and returned to his homeland. Devil Destroyer smirked, "Wise move..."
Rainbow groaned, "That doesn't mean we forgive you for what you did! What the hell are you after?! Why help us?!"
"I don't..." Devil Destroyer answered dryly and darkly, which surprise everyone. He turned and glared at Bladestrike and Vile, who remained firm and calm. He continued, "Be grateful that there are some ponies, who cares about you. After all, we're friends." He smirked and taunted, "'Friendship is Magic'."
Twilight and her friends were annoyed and angered by Devil Destroyer's tone. They really hate someone like him insulted their friendship.
"Either way, we all shall return home and discuss about our position," Devil Destroyer said firmly, "Now, let us go home now." Devil Destroyer ordered his army to turn and head home now. He turned to Vile, "So?"
Vile smirked, "Exactly what we planned, my lord."
Twilight and her friends were uneasy about trusting Devil Destroyer, but nevertheless, he did save them from getting attacked and killed by Greed Broke's army. They turned and faced to Bladestrike, who bowed down firmly and looked down.
"You help us?" Blade Dragoon asked in surprise.
Bladestrike nodded while looking down, "I know what we did is unforgivable. But as the warrior and general, I must obey to Lord Devil Destroyer."
"Yeah. That is to lie and attack your own allies," Rainbow exclaimed in anger, "Why should we believe that you really help us?!"
"Believe it or not. I repay my debt to my friend by saving him and his family," Bladestrike said firmly, "I told Devil Destroyer that having you all acted as front line army will protect us and defend our home. And vice-versa for us."
Everyone was uncertain and surprise by Bladestrike's answer and helping them, despite of what his master has done.
"I must take my leave. We shall meet again," Bladestrike said firmly, "And hopefully, we will not show any hostile to each other."
Bladestrike turned and headed off to meet up with his master and others. Twilight and her friends were still uncertain and concern yet relieved that he actually help them and their friends. But what happens next?
--------------------------------------------
"With Devil Destroyer taken over the Xu Province by brute force and tricks, he became the Governor of the land. With no place to call home, Virtue Dragon and his family have no choice but to submit and obey the Demon Warriors as his subordinates now..."
Twilight Sparkle and her friends were now at the same resident house of Fortress. All of them were upset and depressed due to Devil Destroyer has taken Virtue Dragon's home and acted as its guardian. They have now limited food and soldiers to defend themselves now.
Warpath Temper groaned and screamed in anger, "That tears it! I can't take it anymore!"
"Lord Warpath, what are you intend to do?!" Dragonspear asked in concern.
"What does it look like?!" Warpath Temper asked angrily, "I'm gonna charge to the city and take down that jackass for good!"
"I'm with you!" Rainbow supported.
"Me too," Pinkie joined in.
"Warpath, that's enough!" Blade Dragoon exclaimed firmly, "The last thing we want is getting into troubles. We don't have enough soldiers and resources to fight back. And it's best that we wait."
"But we can't do nothing," Applejack said in concern, "And it's your home. You can't just pretend that everything's okay."
"Quite so," Rarity said in agreement.
Fluttershy hummed in concern, "There must be something we can do."
"There is," Virtue Dragon said in concern as he turned and looked at Twilight, "And you know who I'm talking about. He's the only pony we can rely on now."
Twilight gasped, "You don't mean..."
Ben hissed, "You can't mean-!"
"He is," Blazefist said calmly, "Azure Phoenix can help you get your home back. And you know you all can't do it without him."
"Go to hell!" Warpath Temper exclaimed in anger.
"No way! There's no way we're gonna trust him after what he did here!" Rainbow exclaimed in anger.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. How can we be certain that he's willing to help us?!"
"And how do we know that he's not gonna trick us for Twilight to join him?!" Applejack asked angrily, "I'd rather fight than trusting him."
"Everyone, calm down. There is no reason to get mad at about this," Dragonspear said calmly.
"Hello! Azure attacked and killed lots of good and innocent ponies for revenge?! Remember?!" Rainbow asked in anger, "Forgot about it?!"
Dragonspear sighed, "Of course, I do. But we'll be no better than he is if we let the past stopped us from saving our home."
"I agree. We must put it aside now," Blade Dragoon said firmly.
"I don't need your opinion, only hers," Blazefist said dryly as he was looking at Twilight. He continued, "And you know this is your only chance to help Virtue and the ponies of Xu Province. There is nopony else now..."
"Twilight, you don't mean it?" Fluttershy asked in concern.
Applejack nodded, "Please, Twilight. There must be somepony else, who can help us!"
"Like Brave Tiger, he and his family can help us," Ben suggested.
"I don't think so, daddy. They're still dealing with bandits and putting order to their kingdom. We can't just ask them to drop their doing and come to our rescue," Nyx said in concern before sighed, "Like Virtue and Blazefist said, Azure Phoenix is our only chance."
"Man... I hate tough choices..." Spike remarked in anger.
Phobos scoffed, "Tell me about it..."
"If I was a smart pony than these idiots, I'd go for Azure Phoenix. He's the only ally that can help you on this," Blazefist said firmly.
"Hey, butt out!" Ben exclaimed in anger.
Blazefist got into a heated argument with Ben and his friends about trusting and asking Azure Phoenix for his help to assist Virtue Dragon and his army. Twilight gave some thoughts about her decision especially involving asking Azure Phoenix to help her and her friends to save their home. After some thinking, she sighed in defeat. She has made her decision now...
--------------------------------------------
Twilight and her friends were outside of Xu Province Fort. Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers were with them. They have made their decision.
"I can't believe you!" Rainbow shouted in anger, "Twilight, why?!"
Twilight sighed, "We have no choice. Azure Phoenix is the only army that is close to Xu Province. And not to mention, Brave Tiger and his clan are too far from here." She looked down in shame and upset, "He's my friend too..."
Her friends was in shock and surprise to hear it. They couldn't believe that Twilight still call Azure Phoenix her friend after what he has done to her and Ponies from Xu Province.
"Like it or not, she does have the point," Applejack said in concern before sighed, "Whatever decision you make, Twi. We're with you till the end."
"She's right. We'll always be there for you," Ben said firmly.
Everyone chatted in agreement with Applejack and Ben's comments, and even Rainbow supported it reluctantly. Twilight smiled in relief. She turned and looked at Virtue Dragon and his sworn brothers.
"Don't worry. We'll be back with more reinforcement. I promised." Twilight said firmly.
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I know you will. We will wait."
Twilight and her friends turned to the front. They all headed off at once, accompanied by Blazefist. They were now going to Xuchang Province. During their travelling, Blazefist was keeping his eyes on Twilight and her friends as he secretly smiled.
"Looks like everything is going as you plan, Master Schemetrick, Master Woren and Master Ratio..."
--------------------------------------------

Flashback:
A week ago before his arrival at Xu Province...
Blazefist has returned to Xuchang Province after he has unsuccessfully convince Twilight to join Azure Phoenix's army. He eventually learned about his lord has rescued the Emperor and become his Regent and Prime Minister of Qin Dynasty. 
Inside the office, Blazefist reported to Azure Phoenix about the event that has happened on the South. Schemetrick, Ratio and Woren were there as his advisors.
"I see... What a shame..." Azure Phoenix commented calmly.
"Forgive me, my lord. I failed..." Blazefist said in disappointment while lowered his head down, "I deserve punishment."
Azure Phoenix brushed off Blazefist's claim, "Don't be, Lieutenant. Twilight won't be easily turn to our sides, as long as her friends prevented her. And the only way to get her is to break her friendship."
"Yes. I'm still trying to find more information of our little friends," Woren said slyly before grunted, "Unfortunately, these mares are too stubborn to let us know."
"That maybe so." Ratio said calmly, "But they still have same weakness - trust issues and breaking promises. If we can make it happen, Twilight will doubt their trusts and loyalty to join us."
Schemetrick nodded, "Yes. It's effective to devastate her. But we mustn't be involve of it."
"Why not," Woren asked curiously.
Ratio hummed, "I see. They will get too suspicious on us if we tried to talk to her. And rather than communicating with her..."
Woren chuckled a bit, "We used others to do the dirty work for us."
"Exactly," Schemetrick said in agreement, "There are many ponies, who don't treat Twilight and her friends well, or even agreed to her concept of Friendship. That will be perfect for our advantages."
"Yes. I would like to know more of your plans, my advisors," Azure Phoenix ordered.
Blazefist nodded firmly, "I will not fail you this time!"
Three advisors provided their strategies and plans to Azure Phoenix and Blazefist about turning Twilight to their sides and devastated her friendship and trust with her friends...
--------------------------------------------
Present...
Twilight and her friends have arrived at Xuchang Palace, where they met up with Azure Phoenix and his generals. They all bowed before the Lord and Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army. Azure Phoenix stood there while smiled proudly.
"Welcome back, Oracle Twilight. I've been expecting you..." Azure Phoenix greeted calmly.
Twilight sighed, "Yes, my lord. I have returned. And I need your help."
Azure Phoenix smiled, "I would be glad to help you, my dear..."
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 15: The Phoenix's Resolve

Twilight and her friends bowed down before Azure Phoenix. Most of her friends grunted in disbelief and a bit of anger as they have to ask the Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army to help Virtue Dragon and his forces to regain their captured city from Devil Destroyer. But he's the closes to Xu Province to help them for now...
"Oracle Twilight," Azure Phoenix greeted warmly and calmly, "I am glad that you and your 'friends' have made your way back here. I heard about what has happen to Xu Province. I am truly sorry that fiend Devil backstabbing at you all and even took the castle by trickery and force."
"If you ask me," Applejack muttered in anger, "He wanted it to happen."
Rainbow snorted a bit, "Yeah. Tell me about it..."
Twilight sighed, "My lord. If you knew about what happen to Xu Province, then you know why I am here?"
"Yes, I do," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "I will think about it. After all, Devil Destroyer is the toughest and dangerous enemy to deal with. I know it because I fought against him when he invaded one of my territories. But for now, you and your friends must rest. I believe you all have been through a lot during your 'stay' at Xu Province."
Twilight and her friends chatted and muttered in agreement. After what they have been through during Devil Destroyer's rule at Xu Province, they need some rest and relaxation.
"Hopefully, they have some good spa," Rarity remarked hopefully.
Applejack sighed in annoyance, "Rarity, this is ancient time. I don't think they know the meaning of 'spa'. But I think they have a hot tub for everyone to use."
"Tomato, potato, what's the difference? As long as I felt very relaxing."
"Why do I bother?"
Azure Phoenix turned to his generals, "Bullhound and Navy Arrow, escort Oracle Twilight and her friends to their room for relaxation and provide them some meals. Laxtinct, bring other 'guests' to their room as well. It's time for them to reunite. The rest of you, head to my office. We will have some discussion of what needs to be done with Devil Destroyer."
Imperial Phoenix Generals bowed down humbly and firmly, "My lord."
"Guests," Fluttershy asked curiously, "Reunited? What does he mean?"
Pinkie shrugged, "I have no idea. Hopefully, it's a friendly one, not baddie one. I think I've had enough of fighting for one day."
"Let's hope so too," Ben said in agreement.
Bullhound, Navy Arrow and Laxtinct escorted Twilight and her friends to their guest's room for rest and relaxation. Azure Phoenix and his generals turned and headed off to his officer for discussion and planning a strategy against Devil Destroyer.
"Cousin, are you certain this is the wisest decision to make?" Anger asked in concern. Azure Phoenix turned to his cousin. He continued, "I feared that Starlight and Sunset will reveal of what we did to them and what purpose we're after."
"Don't concern yourself, General Anger," Woren said amusingly, "I've taken some precaution before their arrival."
"In order words, Sunset and Starlight won't remember of our interrogation," Ratio explained calmly, "Their small part of memories were replaced. They will think that they were attacked by wild animals and unconsciousness for days."
"Yes, there is nothing to worry about them now," Schemetrick said calmly and amusingly, "Our secret is safe."
"I see. Forgive me for concerning you for nothing," Anger apologized.
"No need to concern yourself, Anger," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "For now, we must deal with Devil Destroyer as well as separating Oracle Twilight from them..."
--------------------------------------------
Following both Bullhound and Navy Arrow, Twilight and her friends have been escorted to the luxury and cleaned guest room, which was filled with tables, beds, cabinets, cupboards and even lanterns in Chinese Theme. They all awed in amazement and surprise of what they're looking at. They commented and remarked about it especially to Rarity, who always thinks of them being fabulous and perfect. Nevertheless, she headed off for taking a hot tub bath in her bathroom.
Bullhound and Navy Arrorw prepared and set lunch on table for Mane Six and their friends.
Navy Arrow smiled, "Hope you liked it now. It's the best especially Bullhound's cook. Who knew that a farmer and warrior turned out to be a great cook."
Bullhound laughed while blushed a bit, "It was nothing."
"Are you kidding me? It's the best!" Phobos exclaimed happily, "Though wish you could have cooked some nachos."
"Yeah. And some gems would be nice," Spike added happily.
"I'd happy to do that," Bullhound said happily, "Uh...What's nachos?"
"Nothing," Phobos and Spike yelped in concern, "Just muttering for no reason!"
"Honestly," Nyx said in annoyance. She turned and looked at both Navy Arrow and Bullhound. She asked, "By the way, I mean to ask you something. Who are the guests we're meant to reunite with?"
"The guests claimed that they know you all well. They're Western Ponies," Navy Arrow stated calmly. This surprises Twilight and her friends. He then heard some noise as he turned to his right. He smiled as returned to face them, "Speak of the Mystic, here they are."
Both Navy Arrow and Bullhound moved aside. Laxtinct marched in, along with two familiar ponies that Twilight and her friends didn't expect.
"Starlight; Sunset," Twilight and her friends asked in surprise.
"Oh my gosh; Twilight; Everypony," Starlight asked dizzily with a bit of headache.
"It is them!" Sunset cheered happily.
Starlight and Sunset charged and gave their friends a hug, as were they. They all chatted and muttered happily of seeing each other here. Three Imperial Phoenix Officers looked at each other as they nodded firmly. They immediately leave the room at once to give Twilight and her friends some moments to share.
"I can't believe it! You're all real! You're all here!" Starlight nodded, "Yeah! I thought we're alone and lost in this timeline."
"But we're not," Sunset said in relief.
"I'm glad you're both here. But..." Twilight said in relief as she and her friends departed from hugging. She asked, "How did you get here?!" She gasped in realization, "Please tell me that you didn't actually open the Book of Ages?"
Starlight and Sunset smiled uneasily and nervously, "...Y-Yes?"
Twilight and her friends groaned in annoyance and anger while both Starlight and Sunset were confused and concerned with their friends' frustration about Book of Ages.
"Sometimes I think that Book of Ages actually purposely lured those two in," Rarity remarked dryly, "Truthfully, that was annoying."
Fluttershy nodded, "I don't understand though, why?"
"Good question..." Twilight said in concern, "That Narrator got some explaining to do. Seriously. How many more secrets he kept from us?"
Pinkie shrugged, "Hard to tell. Narrators always like to make dramatic entrance like plot twists or making flashbacks. He could be thinking that we're here to fix and make sure the past is linked to the future timeline."
"Pinkie... That's ridiculous," Applejack remarked dryly, "We're in the Book of Ages. It's already recorded since the Beginning. We can't be in the past, without using Starswirl the Bearded's spell."
Ben nodded, "Yeah. She does have the point. If it is, then why couldn't everyone especially my mom tell us about meeting our future self here?"
Pinkie hummed thoughtfully before awed, "Oh! Good point. I guess I'm random."
"You think?" Rainbow asked dryly. She turned to Starlight and Sunset, "Seriously, how did you get here? Did Azure and his gang tried to screw and kill you for not helping them or something?"
Starlight groaned while rubbing her head, "To be honest... I have no idea." She hissed in pain, "After we landed in this timeline, we got... attacked..."
Twilight and her friends became concern and worry. Sunset continued, "By some wild animals. And then the next, we got unconscious. And finally, we got here."
Starlight nodded, "Yeah. We should be thankful that Azure Phoenix came to us in time. Otherwise, we'd be starve to death."
"Yeah. We're lucky to be alive," Sunset said in relief.
Twilight and her friends were concerned and unconvinced that Starlight and Sunset were actually attacked by wild animals before rescued by Imperial Phoenix Army. But nevertheless, their 'supposedly' allies haven't been antagonized or hostile against them since they arrived at Xuchang Province. But nevertheless, they should be grateful that two friends came and safe from danger.
"You'd think it's a trick?" Ben asked in concern.
"Hard to tell, Ben; Starlight and Sunset didn't look like they've got interrogated by them," Twilight admitted in concern, "But either way, we're here to get Azure and his Imperial Phoenix Army to help Virtue and his ponies."
"She's right. I just hope they say 'yes'," Spike said hopefully, "Azure is a hard pony to agree and help us especially when he's a hot-tempered pony."
Nyx hissed, "I wouldn't want to get his bad side again..."
--------------------------------------------
At the office, Azure Phoenix has gathered his advisors and three generals for discussion about dealing with Devil Destroyer and even assisting Virtue Dragon to deal with the enemy. However, Ratio looked uneasy and concern as he spoke.
"Lord Azure. I don't believe we should assist Virtue Dragon," Ratio said in concern yet firmly. Azure Phoenix turned and looked at him. He continued, "We must kill him before he could cause us some troubles."
"What makes you say that?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly and firmly.
Ratio said in concern, "While he is indeed a hero in this time, he is your enemy and rival. A dangerous indeed. His benevolence and kindness are inspiring and motivating some ponies to join him. If they do, Virtue will lead the rebellion against us."
"I would oppose the idea if I were you, my lord," Schemetrick protested in concern, "My lord, your true objective is to destroy the rebels and restore the order. And above all else, you treated ponies and even officers, with respect and generous. If you kill him, ponies will fear and refused you as the leader."
"But my lord, I strongly against it! You must kill him when you have the chance!"
"My lord, please don't act rash. Killing him means you're no different from Cruez. And believe me, my lord, you're better than him. You are righteous, just and fair minister to all. Do not let your fear bested you."
"I have the suggestion," Woren said calmly before chuckled, "If Virtue has the intention to betray and rebel the Dynasty, then you have a good excuse to kill him under the Emperor's order. But for now, used him as you see fit."
Schemetrick and Ratio hummed thoughtfully before smiled, "Good idea, Master Woren."
"All three of you have proven your valuable points. And worry not, I will use them wisely," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "For the time being, Virtue Dragon is our ally for now."
"Then, what about Oracle Twilight," Armorhide asked in concern, "You desire her talents, intelligent and wisdom. You wish her to be on our side. It's your desire and your 'future' apprentice".
Anger hummed while nodded in agreement, "Yeah. That'd be the problem because her friends are restraining her from joining your side." He armed his scimitar, "And the only way to get her is that we must get rid of them."
"B-But..." Rhino said in concern, "Won't that made her to turn against us?"
"Yes. And we cannot do that," Schemetrick said firmly, "Her friends are part of her heart and soul. If you choose to kill them by your hooves, then she will not join us but rebel us."
"Yes, Young Master Schemetrick is right. Assassination of her friends is not an option," Ratio said calmly and firmly, "To drift her from her friends, we must make her see that they cannot be trusted."
"Their differences, opinions and concerns about you will split and turn Twilight away from her friends," Woren said amusingly, "After all, our little intel told us that you and her were close together."
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly and firmly, "Yes, you're right. Time can tell when she and her friends will split. For now, we focused on our mission. What we must do next..."
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix, his loyalists and even some of ministers and officers bowed down before the Emperor Xian, who was sitting down on his throne chair. The Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army stood up and announced of his intention and objective
"With the Emperor under his control, Azure Phoenix sent a clear message of his intent to restore order and peace," Narrator narrated, "However, many battles yet stood between him and his ambition."
Noble Guild conquered some of provinces across Griffon's North in Northern Ma while amassing the army. At Greed Broke's Headquarter, he used the Imperial Seal to declare and made himself the Emperor before his own soldiers and ponies. They were preparing their fierce battle against Azure Phoenix. Some of warlords and bandits were waiting for their chances to invade Xuchang Palace and get the Emperor for power and control.
"In Griffon's North, Noble Guild had gathered a massive army to further his own ambition. Additionally, Greed Broke used the legendary Imperial Seal's authority to declare himself Emperor. These two powerful opponents bided their time, waiting for an opportunity to strike against Azure Phoenix. Furthermore, numerous warlords began circling around the Emperor like a pack of hungry wolves, waiting to pounce."
Azure Phoenix led the Imperial Phoenix Army invading and attacking Broken Horn area. Rhino Armor was on the front line as he faced and defeated many enemy soldiers fiercely and determinedly.
"It was then Azure Phoenix found himself embroiled in a heated battle. His opponent was Mayor Wyatt, who hailed the land of Broken Horn. With the mighty Rhino Armor on his side, Azure Phoenix was confident of his advantage going into battle..."
Pinkie appeared before Narrator, "Alright, buster. Start talking! Why the heck did you bring Sunset and Starlight here?! Seriously! Can you tell us of what you're planning now?!"
Narrator yelped in concern, "Oh! Look at the time! Entering the battle now!"
Pinkie gasped, "Don't you dare skip our-!"
--------------------------------------------
"Chat... Really?! Is everyone always like to skip the chat?!"
Azure Phoenix led his Imperial Phoenix Army invading and attacking relentlessly and fiercely against Mayor Wyatt's forces. All of them are easily repelled and defeated by Rhino Armor solely on front line. Azure Phoenix and his warriors followed him from behind.
Three ponies watched the event from the castle walls. One was Mayor Wyatt - a fat pony with glasses with messy hair worn white minister's robe, other two were Axen - a black unicorn in 30s with white turban dressed in bluish armor with robes, his cutie mark is a giant and long axe, and Snaptrap - a purple Saddle Arabian-like Pegasus with black mustache worn the darkish purple turban and advisor robe, his Cutie Mark is claw trap. The mayor looked uneasy and concern.
"Azure Phoenix's army is indeed as mighty as they say," Axen said amusingly and proudly, "This is truly a battle worth fighting for, wouldn't you say, Mayor Wyatt?"
Mayor Wyatt yelped, "Stop freaking me out, Axen! I have enough heart attack for one day! We can't let them in! There must be something we can do, Master Snaptrap?!"
Snaptrap hummed calmly while assessing the battlefield, "Take out the commander and the rest would fall, but with that warrior and this 'Oracle and her friends' by his side..." He sighed in defeat yet sarcastically, "There was nothing we can do."
"So, we must accept defeat?" Axen asked in surprise before scoffed, "I haven't even started my battle! I wish to test and challenge these warriors especially this Western Mare called Applejack. I heard she's the strongest mare in her group."
Mayor Wyatt screamed in anger and panicked, "T-This can't end like this! I don't wanna die!"
"Oh! For goodness sake," Snaptrap said in annoyance as he turned and looked at his master, "If it truly bothers you, I suppose you could always surrender."
"WHAT," Mayor Wyatt asked in shock and concern.
Snaptrap smirked amusingly, "If you're going to surrender, make sure you do it humbly."
"You can't be serious!" Axen protested in anger, "That is not the way of warrior! I refuse to surrender until I duel with them!"
"Calm down, Master Axen. I have the plan," Snaptrap said calmly, which surprise his allies. He smirked, "This will not only defeat Azure Phoenix, but also a perfect chance for me to defeat his strategists and advisors especially this Oracle Twilight to the game of traps. She read the future, can she?" He then chuckled amusingly, "I would like to see her try this especially her friends. Whose intelligent will win this battle? I wonder..."
--------------------------------------------
After Mayor Wyatt has surrendered to Azure Phoenix, the Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army has accepted it. The mayor invited only Azure Phoenix and Twilight to his banquet for accepting his surrender. Despite some protests from the Imperial Phoenix Army, both Rhino Armor and Applejack were allowed to follow them.
Inside the dining hall chamber, Mayor Wyatt stood and bowed humbly before Azure Phoenix, who was seated and having his drink of wine. Rhino Armor stayed close to his lord. Twilight and Applejack sat beside with the warlord.
"Lord Phoenix, I'm truly humble and honored that you accepted my surrender. I hope you enjoy our banquet as the token of my surrender." Mayor Wyatt said with another bow.
Azure Phoenix hummed,"Yes... Yes, I will..." The future Mystic Pony paused before taking a sip of his wine. "I hope that you and your warriors do the same as well."
"Yes, my lord."
Applejack hummed, "Twilight, don't you feel like this is too sudden?"
Twilight sighed, "To be honest, it is." She looked at Snaptrap, giving a rather suspicious look at him. "Knowing Snaptrap, he could be setting a trap for all of us."
"We should let them know."
"We will. But not now. Snaptrap is watching our movement."
"So, you must be Oracle Twilight?" Snaptrap ask in amusement. Twilight remained silent and firm. He chuckled. "I'd take the silent as a 'yes'. But I must say that I'm quite impressed by your intelligent."
Twilight in surprise ask, "Really?" She is rather impressed yet concerned at the same time by this comment.
"Yes. Rumors told me that you were able to predict the future and prevented the disaster from happening. You provided it mostly to Lord Phoenix. You helped him a lot yet you do not join him. That's quite unusual of you?"
"What's that supposed to be mean?"
"Don't mind me, Oracle; I was merely compliment your talents. I wish I could have mine." Snaptrap said with a smile. This made Twilight a bit more suspicious secretly.
Twilight nevertheless played along as she spoke, "It's very rare for ponies to get one. I'm just lucky."
"Yes, it is. I supposed. But after some incident at Xu Province, you make quite a mess there especially for helping the murderer to fight against your 'friend'. That's unlikely of you to do that to him."
"Whoa, whoa, hang on, sugah cube!" Applejack exclaims in irritation, not liking that. "Bilbo didn't kill Azure's pa! It was soldiers, those dishonest traitorous thieves, who did him in!"
"All Bilbo was guilty of was making a mistake!" Twilight said in agreement and disgust by Snaptrap's accusation. "Anyway, you got no right to judge or talk!"
"But I think-!" Snaptrap begins to speak, but Twilight cuts him off, not having it.
"If you say one more time about leaving my friends and reach potential by joining Azure, I'll knock some punches on your face."
Snaptrap chuckled amusingly, "My, my, my... Aren't you sensitive one? Fine. I won't talk much. But I will ask this. What happens next after this banquet?"
Twilight remained silent while glaring at Snaptrap. She then spoke, "All I can say is that you will join Azure because of your talents. After all, you did surrender to him 'willingly'."
Snaptrap chuckled, "Yes, yes, yes. That is true. I would be happy to work for him..."
"You must be Applejack the Strongest Mare of Twilight's Army?" A pony spoke up. Applejack nodded. "It is an honor of me to meet you. I am Axen. I too am strongest warrior as well. I truly wish to fight you and test your strength. But pity that we were forced to surrender."
"I'm mighty flattered by you, Axen. But I don't like fighting or used my strength for others to test me. I used it to help my friends." Applejack said with a chuckle. While she is flattered, the mare pretty much preferred more to help her friends than to fight to be tested.
"I see. You're truly humble and honest pony I ever met. Do not fret. I will not ask you again."
"Good. And it's nice chatting with you." Applejack said impressed. She turned to Twilight to whisper, "Axen's seem friendly; Snaptrap?"
"Sinister and tricky," Twilight explains with a deep frown. No doubt about it, he's up to something.
Mayor Wyatt spotted a maiden poured an empty wine on Azure Phoenix's drink. He gasps in alarm and worry.
"Oh no! This will not do! We have run out of wine! I will get more. Axen. Snaptrap. With me." Mayor Wyatt cried out as he motions to his pals to come with me to get some more wine. Azure won't be pleased if he doesn't get more wine.
Axen and Snaptrap nodded as they turned and followed Mayor Wyatt at once. Three of them exited the dinning hall, leaving Azure Phoenix and his allies.
Twilight and Applejack looked at each other. They nodded firmly. They turned and approached to Azure Phoenix, who is already looking at them.
"Let me guess. It's a trap." Azure Phoenix said as he glances at the looks. The pony knows he is right, they didn't have to bother telling him.
"What; you knew it?! Why didn't you tell us?" Rhino Armor demands angrily at Twilight. She is supposed to warn them about dangerous stuff like this!
Twilight sighed, "Sorry. I just found out when I looked at Snaptrap's eyes."
"I see. Time to see what he and Axen can do; they're quite formidable." Azure Phoenix said thoughtfully. Something tells him that this matter is about to get risky.
"Did he just hit his head again, or is he willing to gambit his own life?" Applejack ask Twilight suspiciously.
Twilight sighed, "He is. He wants to test them."
-----------------------
As soon as Mayor Wyatt and his allies made their way and away from Azure Phoenix and his allies, they have their private conversation.
"T-This is what you wanted to do, right?" Mayor Wyatt whispers to Snaptrap in worry. Azure and his allies aren't the right kind of ponies to betray.
Snaptrap sighed, "It will do, I suppose. We must make haste now. Time is of the essence."
"Master Snaptrap?" Axen ask Snaptrap in concern.
"Twilight knows of our plans now. She will surely warned Azure Phoenix and planning to escape. Now is the time."
"I see." Axen said with a nod. Snaptrap's right. Time is of the essence here. He turned to some soldiers, giving out the next command. "Then, it is time for us to join the party."
The soldiers nodded and bowed humbly as they headed off and alerted the others now.
Inside the dining chamber, Twilight explained to Azure Phoenix about the ambush and the event may happen. Everyone then heard the noise. This made Rhino Armor armed and readied his axe.
"My lord," Rhino Armor yells out angrily. The enemy has now made his move!
"As I expected, some contrived little ploy. Our life is in your hoof, Rhino." Azure said seriously with a nod.
Rhino Armor nodded as he exclaim, "Leave it to me!" If the enemy wants his lord, they got to get through him first!
BANG! A few of Mayor Wyatt's soldiers charged in as they're all armed with their swords and spears. They all screamed and gave a loud battle cry.
"Here they come! Twi, stay with me! I won't let them hurt you!" Applejack exclaims in determination. She is not about to let some traitorous soldiers harm her friend! Not while she's alive!
"Applejack, I can fight, you know." Twilight said with an annoyed sigh. She isn't useless, the Alicorn can indeed defend herself against the enemy!
Rhino Armor snarled as the attackers, "Bring it on. I eat you all for breakfast! I'll protect you all no matter what, my lord!"
"Good. Don't show them mercy! We must get out of here." Azure said sternly. Looks like this surrender is null and void, everyone must escape with their lives!
Rhino Armor roared wildly as he charged and rammed through all enemy soldiers while swinging and slamming his battle ax at them fiercely and wildly for few times.
As Azure Phoenix and his allies continued running down the hallway while dealing with the enemies, they all began felt sweating on their bodies like the area is burning up. Suddenly, the fire broke out. Its surroundings burned blazingly and wildly.
"That can't be good!" Applejack gasped in alarm. Snaptrap is pulling out all the stops now!
"I-It's happening. We have to get out of here now!" Twilight exclaims, coughing as a result of the smoke that is spreading almost all over.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he spoke, "We will. I only hope that our allies noticed something amiss by now."
"For now, let's focus here first!" Rhino Armor exclaims. He found more enemy troops coming towards them and smirked arrogantly, "Time to show you why they call me 'The Mighty Rhino'!"
"Twilight, stay behind me. I'll get you out of here!" Applejack exclaims in determination, much to Twilight's further annoyance. Why can't her friend just let her fight for herself?
Rhino Armor and Applejack charged as they began ferociously attacking and defeating the enemy troops one-by-one via punching and swinging their weapons at them. And at the same time, they were protecting both Twilight and Azure Phoenix from danger.
Both Azure Phoenix and Twilight also assisted their allies as well by fighting back against the enemies.
Four ponies were determined to do what they can to escape the burning castle.
Snaptrap and Axen were hiding behind within the secret passage behind the walls. They were amazed and surprised by four ponies' determination and battles against the odd.
"Amazing; Applejack and Rhino Armor are indeed mighty warriors. They fought like demons." Axen said, awed by how Applejack and Rhino Armor are fighting.
Snaptrap hummed in concern, "Yes. They really do. Time to see what you're made of, Oracle Twilight..."
-------------------
Most of Imperial Phoenix Army were camping outside of the Broken Horn's Castle. Most of them were eating, drinking and chatting with each other. Some were training and attending their duties like sharpening their weapons, feeding the Dragon Ride patrolling the area.
Anger was chatting with Schemetrick, Ratio and Woren about their future plans. Armorhide was on the security and patrol duty, along with Strict Stalker. Blazefist was training the soldiers. Bullhound was cooking and eating his food.
Ben and his friends were inside the camp. Rainbow, Pinkie, Starlight and Sunset were playing the cards. Rarity and Fluttershy were sewing the soldiers' armor and clothes. Spike and Phobos were busy eating their gems. Nyx was reading some Chinese Books. Ben was pacing around the area while looking worry and uneasy.
"Yo, Ben; what's up?" Rainbow asked Ben, noticing the pacing. "What's up?"
"Worry that Twilight will get killed by like she almost was by Raven on Death Battle?" Pinkie ask Ben randomly, making her friends give her some weird look out looks. "What?"
"Pinkie's weird outburst aside, what's wrong?" Sunset ask her teacher's boyfriend in concern.
Ben sighed, "Sorry, guys. I'm just worry about Twilight and Applejack. I just hope they're alright. They haven't come back since they, Azure and Rhino entered the castle."
"Well, I wouldn't worry about Twilight. If she could handle herself against some brutes before, she can now." Rarity said in assurance.
"Plus, she got Applejack with her." Spike added, reminding everypony that Applejack is with Twilight. "So if push comes to shove, our favorite cowpony would back her up."
"And Rhino Armor too." Fluttershy said meekly. "He's scary, but he will keep Twilight safe too."
"Baybe you're right. I'm worry for nothing again." Ben said calmly. Perhaps he shouldn't have to worry. Twilight should be safe, so...
An Imperial Phoenix Soldier suddenly interrupts his faults as he screams out in alarm, "Fire! Fire! The castle's on fire!"
"What?!" Most of everyone yells out in shock and alarm.
"I swear, it isn't me this time!" Phobos exclaims in alarm, not wanting to be blamed for a fire.
"Wait, last time?" Nyx ask Phobos puzzled.
"Long story."
"Yo, ponies, something's up, come on!" Rainbow exclaims in alarm.
Ben and his team came out from their camp, where they found the castle is burning in blaze. Imperial Phoenix Army chatted and muttered in concern of what they just saw.
"Why is the castle on fire?!" Starlight yells out in shock and concern at the sight.
"I got a feeling that the enemy isn't surrendering as we thought he is." Sunset said, fearing the worst.
"My goodness," Rarity exclaims in horror. If that's the case, then Ben does indeed has the right to worry!
Anger groaned, "Don't you stand dare! Prepare the army now! Lord Azure's in grave danger! To battle!"
Schemetrick nodded while roaring out, "Hurry! Time is of the essence!"
Imperial Phoenix Army yelped as they quickly geared up and armed with their weapons. They have to breach the castle and rescue their allies.
"We have to hurry! Mommy and Auntie AJ are in trouble!" Nyx exclaims as she and her friends join in in hopes to rescue the ones mentioned.
"I am not about to let Twilight down! I want to have a normal life with her when the horrors are over and no one is going to stop me!" Ben exclaims, determined as he arms himself for battle.
"Right, time we invade the burning castle and burn ourselves in the progress!" Pinkie exclaims randomly. Fluttershy yelps as she rushes into the tent to hide, "Oops, sorry, Fluttershy!"
"Get out here!" Rainbow exclaims as she pulls Fluttershy out by her tail.
With everyone armed and readied, the Imperial Phoenix Army charged and attacked the Broken Horn's Castle fiercely and aggressively.
------------
While still running through the blazing hallway, Rhino Armor and Applejack fought bravely and determinedly against the odd numbers. Twilight and Azure Phoenix were following them behind as they acted their allies' rear guards.
Twilight's Team came across to a chamber, where it was filled with lion statues-like. As they entered it, the statues turned and spitted flamethrower at them.
"Statues shooting fireballs," Applejack asked in surprise. "What will they come up with next?"
"Concerning everything we had seen so far, not much." Twilight remarked.
"Everyone, remain calm. Destroy the statue. Watch out their flames as well." Azure said calmly to his allies.
"Understood; I'm not afraid of a little fire!" Rhino Armor exclaims in determination yet arrogance at the same time.
"Yeah; I ain't afraid of this!" Applejack insists in the same way.
Applejack and Rhino Armor charged as they began destroyed the statues with their bare hooves while dodging and avoiding flamethrower blasts at them. However, they almost got themselves burnt by the attack. Luckily, they've destroyed the statues.
Twilight's team continued their escape. They came across to another chamber. To their surprise and shock, spears and sharpened sticks popped out from the floor as they nearly killed them. Nevertheless, Applejack and Rhino Armor swung their weapons in destroying the floor trap while defeating some of the enemies.
Twilight's Team came to another chamber, where they found a group of soldiers armed and fired their arrows at them. Luckily, Applejack and Rhino Armor grabbed the large wooden planks as shield against the arrows. With the shields on, both of them marched towards the enemies while Twilight and Azure Phoenix fired their magic spells of knocking and defeating the enemies off.
Twilight's Team arrived to the entrance, where they found Axen stood before them. He armed with the poled battle ax.
"You will not pass!" Axen exclaims, standing in the group's way.
"You again; Traps and tricks; that is not like you." Applejack asked in disbelief. She admired this guy before and now, he's out to kill them?!
"It's not. But now I get a chance to duel both you and Rhino Armor; Time to see how strong you really are."
"You ask for it!" Rhino Armor remarks with a cruel. If this foal wanted a fight, he got one!
Applejack and Rhino Armor charged at Axen, who also attacked them as well. Rhino Armor jumped and slammed his ax against Axen's, who quickly pushed him back. The turban unicorn turned and engaged with Applejack as both of them have a clash against each other for few times, and even used their punches and kicks as well. Both of them equally matched and even got injured badly as well.
Axen slammed his ax on Applejack, who used all of her strength of withholding it; and just before an ax could reach her head, Rhino Armor grabbed and thrown the unicorn to the walls. Rhino Armor charged and slammed his punches against Axen for few times. And just before Rhino Armor could finish him off, Axen gave a headbutt against him off.
Axen continued fighting against both Applejack and Rhino Armor fiercely and wildly.
Twilight and Azure Phoenix fought and deal with some enemy troops while defending their allies from getting hurt during their duel with Axen.
Snaptrap and the army of archers have arrived. They all armed with their arrows.
"I have you now! Looks like I win this round, Oracle." Snaptrap laughs wickedly. Azure is going to lose his little oracle, and himself, and his future will be preserved!
"My lord," Rhino Armor calls out in alarm.
Applejack gasped, "Twilight!" Her Alicorn friend is about to be arrow'd! She turned to Axen while demanding, "Get out of my way!"
And just before Axen could do anything, Applejack gave a strong headbutt on the unicorn's before kicked him off to the walls. She grabbed the wooden plank as she charged towards her allies. However, Rhino Armor came to both Twilight's and Azure Phoenix's aid by covering and holding them close to him while his back acted as shield. His back got struck by many arrows.
Snaptrap's archers continued firing their arrows on their enemies. Rhino Armor screamed and roared in pain as his back continued get struck down by more arrows. Luckily, Applejack came and shielded against the arrows, with the help of wooden plank.
"Rhino; You okay?" Applejack asked, checking up on Rhino Armor.
Rhino Armor groaned, "Yeah. I'm okay. This is nothing."
"You look wounded, not good. We need to get you out of here."
"Agreed; we must leave! Quickly escape this battle now! It's good thing that I did not bring my son here. I do not wish to lose him now." Azure said sternly. The battle has been lost for now. They all must flee while they have a chance to do so!
With Applejack's shielding against the upcoming arrows, she and her allies made their escape. Axen recovered and approached to Snaptrap, who was disappointed and angered.
"They've got away. Damn that Western Pony and Rhino Armor. They're truly strong warriors to be feared." Snaptrap said furiously. He got to give Applejack and Rhino Armor credit, they are indeed strong warriors.
"Do not worry, Master Snaptrap. We'll get them. They'll be back." Axen said to Snaptrap confidentially. Those two will not get away forever, and neither will their allies!
"Agreed; prepare the battle! The enemies are coming!"
-------------
The Imperial Phoenix Army invaded and attacked the Broken Horn's Castle fiercely to rescue Azure Phoenix and their allies. Suddenly, the gate is opened as they found Twilight and her team coming out from it.
Ben's team, Schemetrick and Anger quickly came to their allies' aid. They guided and led them to safety at main camp. All of them panted and breathed heavily in exhaustion.
Her friends came and gave a hug to both Twilight and Applejack.
"Mommy, you okay?!" Nyx ask her mother in worry.
"Yeah, we saw the castle on fire and are worried sick are ya!" Spike exclaims in agreement.
"I'm fine. Thanks to Applejack. I hate to imagine if she hadn't come and save us and even Rhino." Twilight said with a sigh of relief. It's true, she would've been dead if it wasn't for Applejack!
Applejack sighed, "I'm just glad that I help around."
"Cousin, what about you," Anger ask Azure seriously.
"I'm fine. But Rhino, he's hurt badly." Azure said, motioning to Rhino Armor who tries to move but almost trip about a few times.
Rhino Armor groaned in pain, "I-I'm fine, my lord. Do not worry. Anyway, we should do something about those weasels!"
"You fool! You're badly injured to fight."
"He's right, darling. If you try to fight like that, you would end up dead in the next fight." Rarity said in agreement with Azure. She may not like his idea of forcing Twilight to join his side and abandon her friends and family, but even the white unicorn knows when one is too hurt to move on.
"Right, this isn't about pride or doing what's right, it's about keeping you alive." Starlight said with a frown.
"You need to lie down." Fluttershy scolds Rhino Armor.
Rhino Armor chose to ignore the girls and kept his attention to Azure as he spoke, "My lord, I'm fine. Let's go and deal with them for good! It's payback time!"
Schemetrick shakes his head in refusal. He adds, "Master Rhino, I suggest that you get medic now."
"After this fight! Come on! We can't give them a chance to prepare and fight back! I won't let them lay their hoof on you while I'm still around!"
"Geez! Is he stubborn or what?" Rainbow asked in disbelief over this. "Kinda like me."
"Yep, but you gotta admit his dedication." Applejack remarks to Rainbow, "Even though his wounds are something to question over.
"Azure can't be crazy to let him go out there." Sunset said with a nod. The ones from the futures are certain that Azure wouldn't be crazy to allow Rhino Armor to go out in his state.
To their surprise and shock, Azure pauses to think this over before speaking, "Very well. I shall grant your request."
"Wha,!" The future ones yells out in alarm.
"You loco in the coco?!" Pinkie demands to Azure with a frown. "Rhino Armor is too hurt!"
"Right, you're going to end up killing him faster!" Twilight screams out in agreement, but Azure's stance pretty much chose that his decision is indeed final.
"If we want to help Rhino Armor, we must make haste and defeat them now!" Azure exclaims sternly before he turned to his allies and soldiers. "Do not hesitate or stop until you storm the castle! Take them down by any means of necessary!"
"LORD!" The army calls out in salute and determination.
Imperial Phoenix Army turned and charged to the battlefield. They all laid their siege on Broken Horn's Castle fiercely and firmly.
"We have to help them. We have to make sure that Rhino survive." Twilight said with a sigh. As much as she hates to say this, Azure does got a point about this.
"Insane, that's what they all are! Insane!" Rarity screeches out in disbelief.
"Come on, the least we can do is make sure no one gets killed." Ben said as he prepares to go out into the battlefield once more.
Twilight and her friends joined to the battlefield now. They and their allied Imperial Phoenix Army invaded and assaulted Broken Horn's Castle, without stopping and hesitation.
-----------------
Imperial Phoenix Army has launched their massive assault and siege on the Broken Horn Castle. However, the castle was well defended and protected, thanks to both Snaptrap's trapping strategies and Axen's courage are leading the army. Azure Phoenix's army has been repelled by the attacks such as burning molten lava, throwing rocks, shooting and raining arrows. thrusting spear out from the walls and ramming a battering ram in knocking the ladders down.
On top of castle's walls, Mayor Wyatt and his officers were watching the event. Snaptrap and Axen remained calm and firm while the mayor whimpered and quivered in fear as they all were watching the event.
"We're in deep trouble now! We're going to die!" Mayor Wyatt exclaimed in fear and worried.
Snaptrap sighed, "Mayor, relax. Everything will be fine. They won't breach the castle that easily, thanks to yours truly and his traps."
"So true, Master Snaptrap," Axen hummed calmly as he was looking at Imperial Phoenix Army relentlessly laying their siege on the Broken Horn Castle. He commented, "However, Lord Azure Phoenix's army refused to stop and still continued laying siege on our base. I admire their determination and dedication."
Mayor Wyatt yelped in fear and anger, "Whose side are you on, Axen?!"
"It does not matter," Snaptrap said calmly and firmly, "Because in the end, they won't breach our castle walls. They only wasted their strengths and resources for next three days. It would be easy for us to attack them." He scoffed amusingly, "Or we can hope that Azure withdraws his force at once, and then we can strike them down at ease."
Mayor Wyatt whistled, "I like it. Let's wait for that happen."
"You know what to do, Master Axen," Snaptrap said calmly.
Axen nodded, "Indeed, I am." He turned to his soldiers, "Keep up the defense. Don't let up! Push them back!"
Mayor Wyatt's army cheered wildly as they fought and push the enemies back while defending their castle, at all cost.
--------------------------------------------
Imperial Phoenix Army continued charging and trying to invade the Broken Horn Castle by ramming the battering ram against the gate or trying to climb up the ladders over the walls. Unfortunately, they were being thrown off and pushed back.
While their dragon steeds, Azure Phoenix and his officers were still remaining behind as they all watched the battlefield. Twilight and her friends were with them as well. They also noticed Rhino Armor panted and breathed heavily like he's losing so much strength after he has removed all of the arrows from his back.
Pinkie hissed, "Hey, you're okay, Rhino?"
"Yeah, you don't look so good," Sunset said in concern.
Rhino Armor groaned, "I'm fine. Don't worry about me. I can handle it."
Bullhound looked uneasy and worried, "Rhino... This is not good. I don't think he won't hold this much longer." He turned to Twilight and her friends, "Please, Oracle Twilight, isn't there something you can help us?"
"Well, I could use my magic to heal him?" Twilight asked in concern, "It might be quick enough for him to get healed."
And just before Twilight could do anything, some arrows shot very high and heading straight to Twilight and her friends. Rhino Armor pushed and moved them aside before the arrows struck to the ground. Though he saved them, he groaned in pain as his back bleed out.
And just before Twilight could do anything, Rhino Armor held her hoof while looking at him firmly, "No. Don't use magic on me. Save it for my lord."
"B-But what about you," Starlight asked in concern.
Rainbow nodded, "Seriously, you're gonna get yourself hurt if you don't get a doctor now!"
"Quit being stubborn and let Twilight heal you up," Applejack pleaded.
Bullhound nodded as he helped Rhino Armor up, "They're right. Please, Rhino! You need treatment now. You're hurt."
"I said 'no'!" Rhino Armor exclaimed in anger, "That healing magic must go to my lord. And for now, I will fight till the end. And then, I'll get medicine." He held his axe up while snarled in anger, "Because none of you honor mine, I'm gonna kill you all!"
Fluttershy yelped, "Oh my! He can't be serious!"
"I rather not find out," Rarity said in concern.
Twilight groaned, "Fine. But if your condition gets worst, I'm gonna heal you. Understand?!"
Rhino Armor groaned, "Whatever." He got his shoulder nudged hard by Bullhound, making him annoyed to ask, "What?! What did I do?!"
"I hate to admit it, my lord. But we need to end this early," Schemetrick said in concern.
Anger groaned while looking at Rhino Armor's injury, "Schemetrick's right. I don't know how long Rhino can stand much longer. His injuries are getting worse before."
Azure Phoenix hummed in concern while looking at Broken Horn's Castle. And at the same time, he was thinking of how to execute the plans. He turned to Schemetrick, Ratio and Woren; hoping they have some plans that could help him achieve victory.
Three advisors then looked around of their surroundings - some garrisons, forest, river and castle walls. After some observing and inspecting the area, they all began to think of their plans. As if the ideas came to them, they looked at each other. They all shared the same smiley looks like they actually have same thinking.
"My lord, I believe we have the plan," Schemetrick said calmly.
Azure Phoenix smiled, "Very well. Let's listen. What do you have in mind?"
--------------------------------------------
At the Broken Horn Castle, Mayor Wyatt's army continued fighting and pushing back the Imperial Phoenix Army. They then heard a loud horn sounded and gong banged, making most of their enemy troops to stop laying siege on the castle. They all quickly abandoned and escaped the castle. This surprised Mayor Wyatt's army as they all cheered wildly and happily.
"Well, this is unexpected..." Snaptrap said suspiciously.
"Indeed. Why would they give up the siege?" Axen asked in concern.
"Who cares! Now's the chance to strike," Mayor Wyatt exclaimed firmly and happily, "This is the perfect opportunity to stop and beat him for good!"
Snaptrap shook his head, "No. It's too soon. We should remain inside the castle first and build up the defense."
Mayor Wyatt scoffed, "You worried too much! Warriors, we march now!"
His soldiers cheered wildly and proudly. Mayor Wyatt climbed down the stairs as he was heading straight to the entrance. Both Snaptrap and Axen were annoyed and angered by his arrogance.
"I'll look after him. Defend the castle," Axen ordered firmly.
Snaptrap sighed, "Don't need to tell me twice."
Axen quickly climbed down the stairs at once. He has to follow his lord, making sure that Mayor Wyatt doesn't do anything stupid. Snaptrap remained on the castle walls as he was watching and keeping his eyes sharp on the battlefield.
--------------------------------------------
The gate quickly opened at once. Mayor Wyatt screamed wildly as he was leading the army to the battlefield, followed by Axen. They all charging and chasing after Imperial Phoenix Army. And so far, they found nothing as they couldn't see anything or anyone in the dark.
As Mayor Wyatt's army continued marching and searching, one of the soldiers got hit by an arrow on his chest. It shocked and scared them. And the next thing they knew; they got shot by the raining arrows, by heads, chest and hooves. And at the same time, Imperial Phoenix Army charged and attacked them fiercely and relentlessly including killing Mayor Wyatt. Ben, Rainbow, Pinkie, Nyx and Phobos helped their friends.
Calm and steady, Axen engaged the enemies at once while riding his dragon steed. He blocked the attacks while swinging his axe in injuring and killing the dragon steed cavalry one-by-one. However, he was attacked by both Strict Stalker and Blazefist, who both used their trident and spear. Two of them have fierce duel against Axen, who also engaged them.
Blazefist screamed as he thrust his spear at Axen, who quickly deflected before swung his axe at him back. However, the young lieutenant dodges back while riding off. Strict Stalker charged and engaged Axen as both of them swung their weapons at each other fiercely for few times. While they both were distracted in their duel, Blazefist came and attacked the warrior from behind. However, Axen managed to dodge it by pushing Strict Stalker back while pulling the tack, which making his dragon steed to move. Both Imperial Phoenix Officers engaged with Axen, who swiftly and strongly blocked and fought back against them both.
As three warriors were fighting against each other, Armorhide gave a loud battle cry as he was riding and ramming his dragon steed at Axen's, making the turban unicorn fall to the ground. And just before he could react, three officers jumped down and aimed their weapons at him, joined in by more of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. Knowing and assessing the situation, Axen sighed as he dropped his weapon in defeat.
While the main Imperial Phoenix Army were engaging and attacking Mayor Wyatt's army, small units led by Azure Phoenix and the rest of his officers invaded and conquered the Broken Horn's Castle. During the fierce battle, Rhino Armor fought yet his wounds was getting worse and bleeding a lot. Twilight and the rest of her friends helped the leader of Imperial Phoenix Army, and did their best to protect Rhino Armor. They even captured Snaptrap.
At the outskirt of the Broken Horn Castle, Snaptrap and Axen were brought before Azure Phoenix and his officers. Twilight and her friends stood before them as well. He approached to the prisoners of war, who remained calm and firm.
"Allow me to ask question," Azure Phoenix said firmly yet calmly, "Do you die now for your master? Or has your loyalty always been yourself, to your talent for strategy and strength?"
Finding it amusing, Snaptrap chuckled a bit, "That's a loaded question." He sighed, "The latter, I have lived my life for my talent, for my genius."
Axen shook his head, "Nay. My desire may have been about seeking and gaining more strength, and even understanding its concept; but I'd let it blind my duty and honor to my master. I will fight till death. I will never betray him." He turned and glared at Azure Phoenix, "Do as you wish with me. I have no words."
Snaptrap sighed, "I could have done more, but I have no regrets as well. Come. We are ready. Do it."
Everyone looked at Azure Phoenix as they all wondered of what was his answer to deal with the prisoners of war. Twilight was worried and uneasy about it yet curious of what will he do with them.
"Very well then," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Axen, Snaptrap, I ask that you use your talents in my service."
"WHAT," Everyone asked in shock and surprise.
"Are you serious?!" Anger asked in concern.
Azure Phoenix nodded, "Without Rhino Armor and Applejack, Twilight and I would have certainly been dead. It would be shame to waste such intellect and honorable."
Both Axen and Snaptrap were in shock and surprise about Azure Phoenix's answer. They both looked at each other, who had same thoughts. They got up and bowed before him humbly and firmly. They agreed to join his military army.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he turned and looked at Rhino Armor, "You fought well, Rhino Armor. You remind me of the legendary warrior of ancient time that I have read about."
Rhino Armor smiled and chuckled a bit as he rubbed his balded head, "I've gotta say. I'm feeling a bit..." He yelped in pain before spilling some blood, shocking everyone. He coughed, "lightheaded..."
And just before Rhino Armor could fall, both Anger and Bullhound grabbed and put him down slowly. Everyone sans Snaptrap and Axen came and surrounded him. They all looked at him as they all worried and feared about him and his health.
"Rhino Armor," Azure Phoenix asked in concern.
Rhino Armor coughed painfully, "Sorry, my lord... It looks like I'm finished."
"What the hell," Rainbow asked in concern.
Rarity hissed, "Oh no! His wounds..."
Fluttershy turned to Twilight, "Twilight, do you think-?!"
"No. I don't think I can," Twilight said in concern while looking at Rhino Armor's wounds, "He's at the worse shape. My magic can't heal this extended of his wounds." She turned to Azure Phoenix, "I'm sorry. I really am."
"No! You can't! You just can't!" Bullhound cried tearfully, "You promised me! You promised that we tend and plow the field together! You promised!"
Azure Phoenix hissed in anger, "Don't be ridiculous! I need you! I need your strength!"
"And also..." Bullhound said tearfully, "You're my best friend..."
Rhino Armor smiled weakly, "I'm... I'm happy to hear... You say that..." He turned to Bullhound, "Thank you... You're my best friend too... Buddy..."
And just before anyone could react, Rhino Armor dropped his head down while closing his eyes. Everyone was in shock of what they just saw. They including Azure Phoenix have tears pouring down on their cheeks and cried out loud.
"Sweet Celestia..." Twilight said in shock and concern.
"RHINO ARMOR!!!!!!!"
--------------------------------------------
In the next morning, Imperial Phoenix Army have packed their stuffs and supplies as they all prepared to march out. Axen and Snaptrap have joined them. Though most of military officers have resentment and hatred for them, they nevertheless put their emotion aside and perform their duties while keeping an eye on them due to the death of Rhino Armor.
Ben and his friends couldn't help but feel sorry for Imperial Phoenix Army about losing one of their vital member and comrades.
"Man... I hate to imagine if any of us could get killed," Rainbow said in concern.
"We'd be probably be devastated and despair," Rarity said in heartbroken. She sniffled, "Just imagine if we lose-!"
"No! No! Don't say that! We won't let that happen!" Applejack exclaimed in anger, "I won't let anything happen to her."
Pinkie sighed, "I know the feeling. And it's not the first time too."
"We can't let that happen to her. We can't," Fluttershy said firmly, "We can't. No more mistakes. No more turning back on her again. I don't want to lose her again."
"That we agreed." Spike agreed.
"Yeah, not on our watch," Ben said firmly, "Wait. Where's Twi and Nyx?"
--------------------------------------------
Near to the river bank, Azure Phoenix was looking at the gravestone, which has name written with 'Rhino Armor'. His hooves were covered in blood and mud. And at the same time, he was crying tearfully. He couldn't believe that he lost his favorite warrior.
Twilight approached Azure Phoenix from behind. She wanted to comfort him but not sure of how to do. All she can do and say is...
"I'm sorry, Lord Azure..."
Azure Phoenix sighed as he stood up and turned to Twilight. He walked and passed her by. And just before he could head off, he turned and glanced at her.
"There's nothing to apologize, Twilight. This is Rhino Armor's wish. I will honor and respect him," Azure Phoenix said firmly. He sighed, "And to do that, I must conquer the Land of Ma and restore the order for him, no matter the cost."
"No matter the cost?! Even if it means-?!"
"Yes, sacrificing my soldiers or innocents to accomplish that goal. All this for the sake of my comrades and family. My ambition cannot be stop..."
"But that will make you a villain! You're not a bad guy."
"Then, so be it." Azure Phoenix said darkly, shock and surprise Twilight. He huffed, "I don't care of what ponies think of me - hero, villain, tyrant, monster... They're just words. I do what I must to save my homeland. You do the same before, didn't you?"
Twilight was in shock and scared about Azure Phoenix's remark about her, "I... I... I..."
"You and I are not so different." Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "However, your friends are fools. They understand you nothing or even do what needs to be done to save their home. My officers know what is the best. They allowed me to use them for my sake."
"B-But... But this is wrong. Lying and using them like pawns... It's wrong!"
"It is. But it must be done to save the world. They know it. But question is can they do what you must do?"
Twilight was speechless and worried because she hated herself for lying and using her friends like tools to do what she must like what has happened at Seaquestria.
Azure Phoenix said darkly, "Think about it, Twilight. They don't understand what and why you must do. They will betray you again. They will not help you. They will abandon you again. Just like before. They are not your friends." He smiled as he held Twilight's chin up to look at him, "Trust in me, Twilight. I'm the only friend, who knows and understand you the most..."
"Azure... How could you?" Twilight said in shock and worried.
Nyx and Phobos were behind the trees as they both worried and scared. They're now worried that Twilight maybe turned on her friends and joined Azure Phoenix's. They have to do something...
END...
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Next Chapter 16 - The Demon's Fall: Virtue Dragon and his allies came under attacked by Devil Destroyer and his forces. And now, both Virtue Dragon and Azure Phoenix must teamed up to stop and defeat the Demon Warrior once and for all. V


	
		Chapter 16: The Demon's Fall



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 16: The Demon's Fall

After paying their respect to the fallen warrior - Rhino Armor, Azure Phoenix and Twilight immediately left and regrouped with the Imperial Phoenix Army. All of them headed and returned to Xuchang Province, along with both Snaptrap and Axen.
During their travelling, Azure Phoenix shown his anger and ruthless yet determined looks like he was thinking and planning a way to accomplish his goal and domination. This makes Twilight uneasy and concern, not for herself but for both Azure Phoenix and her friends. She also knew that her friendship won't be enough to make the Leader of Imperial Phoenix to understand or even changed his ways.
"Rhino Armor was dead. After surviving the blazing Battle of Broken Horn's Castle, Azure Phoenix set out in search of a path forward." Narrator narrated, "A path of ambition. A path that would quickly lead him to domination of the land. A path that some would deride as cruel and ruthless. Azure Phoenix was determined to walk this path, alone if necessary.
He returned to Xuchang Province, and together with his new allies - Snaptrap and Axen, he began plotting his next move."
Months later, Azure Phoenix gathered both officers and advisor at his office. They all were discussing about what and how they should do and deal with Noble Guild and Greed Broke. Twilight and her friends were among them as they're still
"Noble Guild and his massive army in Northern Guild... The self-proclaimed Emperor Greed Broke... His advisors determined that Azure Phoenix must solidify his current position before taking these two mighty foes."
Suddenly, Dragonspear arrived at the office. He looked exhausted yet badly injured and wounded. He approached and bowed before Azure Phoenix. He then make a report, which shocked and angered Twilight and her friends.
"Five weeks later, a young warrior from Virtue Dragon's army - Dragonspear came in search of a help. His lord has been attacked by none other than Devil Destroyer..."
--------------------------------------------
"WHAT?!" Twilight and her friends asked in shock yet anger.
Azure Phoenix and his officers and ministers remained calm and firm as they were all looking at the injured Dragonspear bowed before them. He explained of what has happen at Xu Province.
Dragonspear grunted painfully, "It's true. Devil Destroyer has launched massive attacks on our home! We don't know why he did it. But we assume that someone has set us up for him to come and finish us off." He bowed down to the ground, "Please, I beg of you. Help us now. My lord won't hold his stand much longer!"
"That guy's really ticked me off!" Rainbow exclaimed in anger, "I really wanna kick his flank now!"
"Me too! He's gone too far for this! I've had enough of it!" Applejack exclaimed firmly.
Twilight turned and looked at Azure Phoenix, "Lord Azure, please help them. I know you and Lord Virtue Dragon don't see eye-to-eye on protecting and saving the kingdom, but right now, he needs help. Because if you don't help him, Devil Destroyer is going to destroy anything and anyone that stands in his way. And trust me, he's coming for you."
Her friends chatted and agreed with Twilight's points. Dragonspear bowed his head to the ground as he pleaded and begged for help. Most of Imperial Phoenix Officers remain silent yet calm and firm. Azure Phoenix hummed thoughtfully as he gave some thoughts about the situation. While he was thinking about it, he gave a sly smirk of amusement.
Azure Phoenix stood up and spoke up, "We march to Xu Province! Devil Destroyer must be defeated!"
Imperial Phoenix Officers and Ministers stood up at once as they all bowed humbly and shouted 'Lord'. Dragonspear, Mane Six and their friends sighed in relief and happy. They finally get help to rescue Virtue Dragon and his home from Devil Destroyer.
Azure Phoenix smirked amusingly, "Good.... Just as we planned..."
Twilight noticed Azure Phoenix's looks and smile as she became nervous and worried of what her mentor's past self is after. She can't help but felt that he wanted it to happen. Question is why and what is he after?
--------------------------------------------
The Imperial Phoenix Army numbered to 30,000 soldiers. Azure Phoenix led his army to march and attacked Devil Destroyer and his army. Unable to fight the enemies back and no reinforcement has come to rescue them, they were forced to escape and retreat to Flooding Fortress.
"Azure Phoenix agreed to take Virtue's Requests, and mobilized his troops to reclaim Xu. Thus, Devil Destroyer was forced to withdraw his army back to his final fortress - Flooding Fortress due to most of his garrisons and territories have been taken from within his ranks."
Allied with Virtue Dragon, both his forces and Imperial Phoenix Army marched to the Flooding Fortress, where Devil Destroyer and his forces make their last stand.
"Virtue Dragon was extremely grateful of Azure Phoenix's generosity, and together they set out for Flooding Fortress.
Azure Phoenix... Virtue Dragon... Devil Destroyer... Among the fields of Xu Province, three heroes of ages would soon be engaged in the heat of battle..."
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army stood before the fortress's walls. Joining their lord were Anger, Snaptrap, Schemetrick, Axen, Bullhound, Blazefist, Laxtinct, Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper, Dragonspear and even Mane Six. Devil Destroyer and his loyal officers were standing on top of the walls.
"Devil Destroyer, your time is up," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly.
Devil Destroyer huffed in anger, "I don't know how you managed to take my territory, without me noticing! But let me tell you something - I will never back down from the fight."
"Always a fool till the end. Never learn his lessons. So, you wish to fight and die like a warrior?"
"No, I wish to kill you with my bare hooves! And trust me on this, Phoenix! I will defeat you! I will take my revenge! I will kill you all! That's the promise."
Azure Phoenix scoffed, "Don't make promises you can't keep. Because you might fail again."
Devil Destroyer screamed in anger, "SHUT UP! Kill them all!"
Devil Destroyer's archers gave a loud battle cry as they all fired their arrows on Azure Phoenix. Luckily, Blazefist and Laxtinct came and spun their spear and axe in blocking and deflecting the arrows from hitting their lord.
"You will regret that. ATTACK," Azure Phoenix ordered in anger.
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud battle cry as they all charged and attacked the Flooding Fortress. Devil Destroyer's Forces put up the resistance against the invaders by firing the rain of arrows and stones on the enemies. Joining him are both Bladestrike and Gigaton as three of them fought and repelled the invaders off from the walls.
The battle has gone for five days. Imperial Phoenix Army were unable to breach and take over the Flooding Fortress. Though Devil Destroyer's forces were able to overcome and repel the invaders, they lost some soldiers to get both injured and killed during the battle.
--------------------------------------------
Two weeks later...
Inside the office, Devil Destroyer and his officials have important discussion of repelling and defeating Imperial Phoenix Army. However, the Demon Warrior was drinking his wine a lot as he has no interests in listening to his war council or even cared about the strategies.
"Damn it, Lord Devil! Will you listen to me for once?!" Vile asked in anger, "Honestly, it wouldn't kill you to follow a simple instruction! If you had, we wouldn't be in this dire situation!"
Gigaton grabbed and held Vile's neck, "If I were you, Vile; I'd watch my tongue and respect my lord."
Vile coughed heavily, "D-Damn you, Gigaton! Let go of me!"
"Gigaton, release him!" Bladestrike ordered in anger. Gigaton grunted in anger before dropping Vile to the ground. He sighed, "But I must agree with Vile. Have we listened to his advice and strategies from the start, Phoenix's territories would have been ours. We could have taken our revenge on those filthy Cruez's trusted lieutenants!"
Devil Destroyer groaned in anger, "And become pathetic coward?! Never! I'm a Demon Warrior. I don't rely on strategies to win my fight!"
Vile groaned while gave facepalm, "Of all the idiots! My lord! Think reasonable! Planning and using strategies does not make you coward. It makes you a smart stallion for outsmarting your enemies and proving the Land that you are the best!"
"Best comes from strength, not strategies!" Devil Destroyer shouted in anger.
Vile sighed, "Please, at least, listen to my reason. Our soldiers won't hold the line much longer. If we were to survive for another attack. We need reinforcement. And the only warlord we can get is him."
"Emperor Greed?" Butterfly Dancer asked in concern. She sighed, "Would he help us? After all, he was labelled as traitor to the Qin Dynasty. If we asked for a help from him, we would be labelled as traitors as well."
"We were traitors the moment Lord Azure has taken control of both Emperor and Dynasty!" Vile pointed his concern. He sighed, "Either way, that's the only chance we have. Unless you agree to my first plan, lure the enemies and strike them down from within!"
"Cowards' bloody tactic..." Devil Destroyer remarked dryly before spitted mucus out, "Why should I trust that coward?"
"Because he's the only warlord we could rely on," Vile said firmly, "But one problem. We need someone to be their hostage, in order to complete our alliance."
"I'll do it!" Skycrush said firmly, "I'll be their hostage."
"Absolutely not! I will not have my daughter to be his filth's hostage!" Devil Destroyer exclaimed in anger, "Being warrior I can live with but being a slave to those greedy monsters?! I refused!"
"What choice do we have now?" Vile asked in concern, "Charging is not an option."
"And defending our fortress won't last much longer," Bladestrike added in uneasiness.
Gigaton scoffed, "Come on. At least, we die like a true warrior! I'd rather die to fight than surrender my pride to worthless coward!"
"I don't want you go away, Skycrush. You're my precious," Butterfly Dancer said in concern.
Skycrush sighed, "Mother, Father, there is no choice. We need help now."
Devil Destroyer groaned in anger, "Very well. Be sure you're safe from danger, Skycrush! Don't fail me, my daughter."
Skycrush nodded firmly, "Yes, father! I will not fail you and Mother."
Butterfly Dancer approached and gave Skycrush a hug while cryingtearfully, "Be safe..."
"I will." Skycrush said in comfort and calm.
--------------------------------------------
Imperial Phoenix Army have stationed their positions on the Flooding Fortress's Castle Walls as they were keeping their enemies from coming out or coming in, and also when they're at full strength, they will continue the siege on the castle's walls. Luckily, Skycrush made her another way out by going through the underground and exited the path. She galloped and headed towards to Greed Broke's Palace.
Unknown to her, Laxtinct and Blazefist spotted her from the hill. They both looked at each other as they nodded in agreement. They turned and headed back to the camp.
--------------------------------------------
"Commence the War Council!" Azure Phoenix ordered firmly. Both his officers and allies were sitting down on their seats while looking at the table, which has the map of Flooding Fortress Battlefield. Mane Six and their friends were among them. He continued, "State your report."
Blazefist bowed humbly, "I have bad news, my lord. Master Ratio was right. Skycrush is getting some help from Greed Broke."
Laxtinct nodded, "Yeah. No doubt, she'd be back with reinforcement."
"And I've brought some news about enemies' positions," Anger reported as he looked at the map, which has the red chess pieces inside holding and guarding the fortress while the blue ones were outside. He continued, "No changes at all. They're still holding inside."
Bullhound nodded, "And don't forget, their food are running out after almost two weeks!"
"Our objective is very simple, my lord. Defeat and capture Devil Destroyer," Snaptrap explained calmly and firmly, "But if you were to get killed, our forces will be scattered."
Azure Phoenix hummed in thoughts, "State your strategies."
"I have one," Snaptrap said confidently as he looked at the map. He pointed at the river. He smirked, "Build the dam. Once it's full, we will launch the flood on the fortress. It will flooded it and its gates. It will be easy for our forces to march in and attack them."
"Not only that. It will destroy both their morale and supplies," Schemetrick said amusingly, "Ingenious..."
Anger scoffed, "I'll be the guard dog. I'll keep the dam safe until it's full."
"What should we do with enemy reinforcement?" Axen asked in concern, "We must deal with them."
"Would you volunteer for it, Axen? It's time to prove your worth," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "Blazefist and Laxtinct will assist you to the battlefield."
Axen, Blazefist and Laxtinct bowed and nodded, "LORD!"
"I heard there were some warriors are questioning Devil Destroyer's methods and wish to desert him," Blade Dragoon added in, "I have hope that Bladestrike is one of them."
Dragonspear hummed, "We could ask them to defect to our sides. If that can be achieved, the officers and soldiers will turn and fight against their leader."
"How about we just charge and attack the gate?! Simple enough," Warpath said confidently.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Warpath, that plan of yours is going to get us killed."
"No... A perfect distraction for our plans to complete..." Azure Phoenix said confidently, "Well thought, Warpath."
Warpath was confuse and surprise, "Uh... Your welcome?"
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at Twilight and her friends, "Tell me... Will Devil Destroyer be defeated?"
Twilight sighed and nodded, "Yes. Yes, he will be."
"Good. Twilight, I want you and your friends to assist in the battlefield. However, all of you have different assignment. And I expect you all to follow it," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Especially you, Virtue. I hope you and your brothers can help me accomplish our goal."
Twilight and her friends looked at each other. As much as they hated to work with him, they needed to fight and defeat Devil Destroyer. They all nodded firmly.
"Good. Prepare for the war!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed firmly.
Everyone stood up and bowed humbly before Azure Phoenix, "LORD!"
Twilight hummed in concern, "Just hope everything go well..."
--------------------------------------------
On the next day, Azure Phoenix has split his forces for different assignments to perform. Axen, Blazefist and Laxtinct are in-charge of blocking the enemy reinforcement, assisted by Starlight, Rainbow and Pinkie. Anger assisted Snaptrap and Schemetrick for setting the flood attack, helped by Ben, Sunset, Fluttershy and Twilight. Virtue Dragon and his forces, assisted by Azure Phoenix, Applejack, Rarity, Spike, Nyx and Phobos.
With the preparation for battle is set, the Imperial Phoenix Army have set out and engaged their assignments and enemies at once. The main forces of Imperial Phoenix Army and Virtue Dragon's charged and laid their siege on the fortress, keeping Devil Destroyer's forces occupied from finding out of their plans.
Anger's Team were at the riverbank, which surrounded Flooding Fortress. Some were throwing and putting more rocks on the riverbank like a dam holding the overflowing water back. Others were digging a new yet deep and large path for the river to flow right to the fortress. They've been working on Flood Attack for a week.
"The flood attack is almost ready to attack." Anger said in satisfaction.
Snaptrap smirked while speaking, "Excellent, Anger."
"Uh, excuse me, but is this a good idea?" Sunset ask Snaptrap with an arch of an eyebrow.
"Yeah, I mean, the whole flood idea may ended up being bad." Ben remarks in agreement.
Schemetrick sighed, "We must do what is necessary to achieve our victory especially defeating Devil Destroyer."
"But it feels... Wrong especially some villagers and animals were there." Fluttershy said meekly. She doesn't feel right about killing innocents that has nothing to do with this battle.
"Right, even ponies like them got parties to go to." Twilight said in agreement and worry.
Schemetrick comments, "It's understandable. But rest assure. I already have them evacuated before we begin building the flood attack."
"Well, at least one pony thought ahead of all of this." Ben comments to the girls with a sigh of relief. At least they're relieved, knowing that Schemetrick chose to get the villagers out of the way before trying this stunt.
"Tell me about it. I an uneasy with Azure's tactics as it is." Twilight shivers a bit while shaking her head.
"It's almost done. Should we begin?" Anger ask the others anxiously.
Snaptrap smirked as he spoke,. "You may begin, General Anger."
Anger nodded then gives out the command, "Launch the Flood Attack!"
A Imperial Phoenix Soldier answers in determination, "Understood! Launch the attack now!"
The Imperial Phoenix Soldier blow the war horn, signalling the soldiers to launch the flood attack. Some soldiers began hammering down on the rocks while others dug dirt out for the water.
As the leak of water popped out, the soldiers quickly climbed out from the river's boundary. The overflowing water broke through the barricade and rushed very hard and fast as it was heading straight to the fortress.
Spotted the water rushing towards the fortress, Azure Phoenix ordered his main forces to withdraw and abandon the siege. As they did, the rushing water has broken through both gates and flooded the whole fortress. Devil Destroyer's Force screamed in fear and calling for help.
Anger's Unit cheered wildly and happily upon looking at the battlefield.
"Looks like the flood attack is a success. Well done, Snaptrap. Be grateful that I haven't cut your head off." Anger said to Snaptrap, with a hint of disgust heard in his part. Snaptrap may be on Azure's side now, but he still hadn't forgotten what he did before.
Snaptrap laughed amusingly, "I see. You haven't let go of grudge? It's understandable. I don't blame you for wanting revenge on me. But at least, you did what I instructed to do."
"Only because cousin told me that you have some use. Because if you don't, I can kill you to avenge Rhino! Either way, looks like we're ready to march. The real battle is about to begin. Don't fall behind Blade Dragoon!"
The Imperial Phoenix Soldiers nodded, exclaiming, "My lord!"
"Wow... Anger is sure got rivalry with Blade Dragoon..." Ben whistles in amazement while shaking his head.
"Yeah, he isn't the kind to give up a grudge so easily." Sunset said in concern. From what she reads and recalls of him, Anger isn't one pony to let go of a grudge so easily, and won't do so until he sees it through.
"Let's hope he doesn't really live up to his name." Fluttershy muttered.
Schemetrick continues, "We should return to main unit now and prepare to lay another siege. The flood attack will decrease the enemy's morale and supplies now."
"Agreed... Let's go." Anger said with a slight smirk on his face.
Anger's unit marched off and heading back to their main unit. Out of nowhere, a stray arrow shot and hit straight at Anger's left eye, causing him to yelp and scream in pain. He almost fell to the ground.
"What just happened," Twilight cries out in shock and alarm.
"Anger has just been attacked!" Ben exclaims as he looks around in alarm. That attack appeared to came from out of nowhere.
Schemetrick gasped, "General Anger!"
"Where did that come from," Snaptrap demanded angrily. He hestured a binocular and found Gigaton stood on the hill. He made funny faces. Snaptrap groaned, "I should have known that there's another path for them to get out of castle!"
Anger grunted in pain as he tried to pull the arrow out of his left eye. Everyone was in shock and worry about him.
"Hey, hey, don't pull that arrow out!" Sunset exclaims in alarm. "Are you trying to kill yourself?!"
"Right, don't do that." Fluttershy said in agreement.
Unfortunately, Anger did as he pulled the arrows out from his left eye. And unfortunately, it has his damaged eyeball.
"Eeeew," The girls exclaims in disgust at this sight.
"And so, looks like we found out how he got his nickname." Ben whispers quietly to himself.
Schemetrick spoke as he checks to see if his friends is okay, "Anger, are you alright?!"
"I'm fine. Damn those fools! Do they really think that they could get rid of me easily?! I won't let my ancestors' blood to throw away!" Anger exclaims in anger. Those cowards, trying to take him out that easily! They made a serious mistake!
To everyone's and even Gigaton's shock, Anger placed his eyeball in his mouth to gobble up.
"What the hell," Gigaton exclaims in shock. He ate his own eyeball?! The warrior doesn't know if that's hardcore or just plain sick!
"Oh, disgusting!" Sunset exclaims in disgust and disbelief. She read how warriors of the past did some terrible and disgusting thing, but this? This top them all!
"I'm going to not sleep well tonight." Fluttershy said with a whimper.
"Ick. When Anger doesn't mess around, he DEFINITELY don't mess around." Ben comments as Twilight nodded silently.
"I'm outta here!" Gigaton exclaims in alarm and horror as Anger gets back up. He decided it's wise to get the hell out of here before Anger comes after him...in anger!!
Anger grunted in pain, "When I find that asshole, I'm gonna his eyes and break him down!"
"Either way, I'll heal your injury a bit. But we have to get back and get some medical check on you." Twilight advises Anger carefully.
Anger sighed, "Thanks, Oracle..."
------------------
A week has passed since she left the Flooding Fortress, Skycrush managed to convince and requested Greed Broke to send reinforcement to help her family, and in-return, she's willing to marry his son.
And two days later, she has returned with Greed Broke and his army of 10,000. They all stood before the Flooding Fortress, which shown badly damaged by Imperial Phoenix Army.
"Oh no! Father! Mother! They're in danger." Skycrush gasps in horror and fear. She turned to Greed Broke while urging, "We must hurry and save them now!"
"We will." Greed Broke spoke as he smirked amusingly. "But remember the agreement we have."
Skycrush grunted, "Do not worry. I will honor it. You have my word, my lord."
Greed Broke's Army began their marching as they're all heading straight to Flooding Fortress. A miles away from the fortress, they got ambushed and attacked by Axen's Unit, who came down from small hills.
"Greed Broke! Stand down now!" Axen ordered Greed Broke, preparing himself of retribution.
Greed Broke yelped in shock, "An ambush?! Are you kidding me?!"
"Damn it. They must have been anticipating my move." Skycrush hisses angrily as she armed herself with her Crossed Pikes. "No matter the cost, I will return home!"
Blazefist ended up blocking her way as he said sternly, "Sorry, kiddo. You won't be going anywhere."
"Cause you're coming with us!" Laxtinct boasted with a mad laugh.
"Right, surrender to us if you know what's good for you." Starlight said to Skycrush, "Because I hate to do otherwise."
"Why bother?" PInkie ask Pinkie happily. "We're going to do it anyway. And I'm right!"
Axen's Unit charged and attacked Greed Broke's Army, who fought back against them. Axen jumped off his dragon steed as he swung and stroke his giant axe at them one-by-one. Both Blazefist and Laxtinct have their back-to-back close while armed with their spear and war hammer. They both charged and engaged the armies swift and fierce for few rounds while helping each other from being attacked.
Greed Broke was running away and hiding behind trees, river and rocks as he was avoiding his enemies spotting and attacking him.
Starlight, Rainbow and Pinkie surrounded Skycrush. Three of them armed and readied to fight the daughter of Demon Warrior.
"You're gonna be sorry for messing up with me and my friends." Rainbow remarked furiously.
"Right, and for being...new and stuff," Pinkie said weakly, much to her friends' disbelief. "Sorry, it's been a long day."
"You do not frightened me easily. I've fought many battles than weak mares like you three." Skycrush boasted arrogantly. She isn't about to let three mares scared her off like that.
"Geez, this mare doesn't know us very well, do she?"
"Neither do everyone else." Rainbow said, shaking her head in disgust. "Plus, talking back?"
"She's daughter of a Demon Warrior, what do you expect?" Starlight reminded her friends bruntly.
Rainbow screamed wildly as she charged and struck her spear at Skycrush, who moved back before struck her Crossed Pikes in pushing and knocking rainbow-maned pony off. Both of them struck and clashed their blades at each other fierce and swift for few rounds. Rainbow swung her spear at Skycrush's head, but missed as the Demon Warrior's Daughter kicked her off.
Pinkie fired her Party Canon and Starlight fired her magic blasts at Skycrush. The Demon Warrior's daughter quickly avoid and dodged the attacks while charging straight at them both. She also deflected and blocked the attacks. Upon reaching her targets, she threw her crossed pikes at them in boomerang style. They yelped and dodged the attacks before they got kicked off.
Three mares got up and attacked Skycrush again. Unfortunately for three of them, they were unable to attack and strike her down. For a few rounds, she easily dodged and blocked the attack swiftly while strike back at them very hard and fierce.
Rainbow, Starlight and Pinkie readied themselves to attack Skycrush, who remained firm and calm as she detached her crossed pikes into two pikes while spinning them. Three of them charged and attacked her with their weapons but easily blocked and pushed back by Skycrush for ten rounds. She jumped and gave a swift kick on them to the ground.
Skycrush scoffed, "I'm disappointed. I'm expecting more challenges..."
Blazefist suddenly jumps in before Skycrush would think of finishing this off. Waving his weapon around, he snaps, "How about stand down now? You have no chance to win this."
Skycrush turned and found herself surrounded by Axen's Unit, and not a sight of Greed Broke and his army.
"If you're wondering about Greed Broke, don't bother. He chickened out." Laxtinct boasted in amusement.
"Damn it. Damn that coward!" Skycrush cursed furiously. Greed Brooke must've left her to die! He will pay when she gets her hooves on him!
"Surrender now. You cannot win." Axen orders as he aims his weapon at her throat, ready to cut it if she so makes a false move.
Skycrush snarled, "Never! The daughter of Devil Destroyer never surrender till her breath ends!"
"Oooh, poor choice of words," Rainbow comments in amusement as she shakes her head.
"Why are we always the ones making comments when Jus gets to the write in comments part of this story?" Pinke ask in bewilderment. Luckily, her friends chose to just ignore her on that one.
Blazefist armed and readied his spear, speaking, "It doesn't matter. It ends now."
And just before anyone could react, they all heard some loud battle cry and dragon steed's roar. They turned to the forest's direction. They found Bladestrike riding his dragon steed and charging at them.
"Prepare yourself! The Warrior Bladestrike is here!" Bladestrike exclaims madly.
And just before anyone could react, Bladestrike rammed his dragon steed in knocking soldiers while he swung his axes in knocking and cutting them, and even knocked out Axen, Blazefist and Laxtinct at ease.
Bladestrike turned to Skycrush. He grabbed and gotten her on his dragon steed.
"Forgive me, Sifu." Skycrush apologized for her failure.
Bladestrike spoke quietly, "At least, you've made it home safe. Let's get inside the fort now."
Bladestrike trotted his dragon steed as he and Skycrush were heading straight back to the Flooding Fortress. Axen's Unit slowly recovered and getting up from the ground while watching their enemies escaping.
"Well, this is nice." Rainbow remarks sarcastically.
"As a friend of mine once said, this day couldn't suck more." Starlight remarked in agreement.
-------------------------
Third day, night time, Azure Phoenix and his allies have gathered to have more discussion. Anger, now donned an eye patch on his left eye, has recovered from his injuries.
"Anger, how is your wounds?" Azure asked Anger seriously.
Anger grunted, "I'm fine, cousin. This is nothing."
"Well, this is how he got his nicknamed of One-Eyed." Ben said as he scratches his chin. "Though I thought he got it another way."
"It's best we leave it alone for now." Applejack said, glancing at Anger grunting some more. "I don't think it's wise to do so right now."
"We have executed three strategies perfectly. And only one left to do." Azure said with a nod. He's right. One three strategies appeared to be done perfectly, only 1 to go.
Snaptrap nodded while commenting, "Indeed. We need somepony to go in and convince some officers and soldiers to turn on their master. If they defected to us, we will have the chance to defeat Devil Destroyer for good."
Schemetrick looks thoughtful as he turns to the future ones, adding, "However, we need someone, who has either honesty and charms, to talk to this. If we were to succeed it."
Twilight gasped, "Wait... You don't mean..."
"Me and Rarity," Applejack asked in worry. They wanted her and Rarity to do this task?
Rarity hissed in alarm, "That's preposterous! I doubt these ruffians would listen to us, letting them to touch me!"
"Weren't you the one able to calm the Dragon Raiders during Qin Wang Di's reign?" Schemetrick reminded her. Rarity remained silent. He is right about that one. "If you can do it, then this shouldn't be the problem."
"Yes. We don't have anyone else that have your traits." Snaptrap said in agreement. Rarity shouldn't have any problem with this task.
Applejack and Rarity said in hesitance and at the same time, "I don't know..."
"Don't worry. I'll go with them. With my teleportation spell, we could get in and get out." Twilight boasted in determination.
Applejack sighed, "I suppose it's better than nothing."
"Indeed..." Rarity said in agreement. Hopefully this plan works.
"Well, if they say you could do it, I guess you could." Fluttershy muttered in agreement.
"Just be careful, okay?" Spike asked Rarity with a sigh.
"I'm glad you've accepted it. Good luck out there." Azure said calmly to the two mares.
Luck, yeah, they will need it all right.
---------
In the morning, Twilight teleported her friends inside the Flooding Fortress. Three of them yelped as they quickly hid inside the house. They saw Devil Destroyer shouted angrily at one of his subordinates.
Hou hissed in terror, "Please, my lord! I beg of you! I don't mean to disrespect you!"
Devil Destroyer punched Hou to the ground as he screams, "Idiots! Worthless! Cowards! How dare you suggest that kind of idea?! This army will never surrender!"
Hou shivered and quivered in fear. Song and Wei came to their friends' aid while bowed to the ground.
Song and Wei pleads to their angry master, "Please, forgive him! Hou didn't mean to disrespect you. We promised to give a better suggestion."
Devil Destroyer groaned in anger as he wanted to punch on Hou again.
Vile steps in at this point to calmly speak, "My lord! This is not the time to fight among ourselves. we must repay the castle walls now. It's badly damaged! Imperial Phoenix could strike any moment."
"Please, my lord. We need more soldiers." Bladestrike pleads in agreement.
Devil Destroyer grunted, "Fine. The next time you all suggest something stupid, I'll kill you all! Understand?!" His soldiers all nodded. They decided it's best not to piss him off further than he is now. "Now leave me!"
Hou, Song and Wei yelped as they all quickly and ran away from him. Devil Destroyer huffed as he led his back to his office.
"Geez, of all the ponies, Devil Destroyer is a jerk." Rarity mumbled. "At least all Azure is much more competent in light of him trying to take Twilight away from us."
"Yes, still, Devil Destroyer is a saint compared to him right now." Twilight mumbles a bit. She is still unsure if she wants to be loyal to Azure after how she's viewing them. Hay, for all she knows...
Applejack interrupts her train of thought, "Well, after seeing this, those ponies deserved better."
"Right."
In nighttime; How, Song and Wei were inside the house. They all were having dinner. All of them were upset, angered and annoyed of what Devil Destroyer did to them.
"I can't stand on him anymore! That idiot is gonna get us killed!" Wei exclaims angrily.
Song nodded while commenting, "Yes. He only cared for himself and his family, more than us. No thanks to wretched witch! She's the cause of this from the start!"
Hou added, "Yes. Ever since Cruez's death and Devil's marriage with her, things have gone worst especially like today. We can't stay here anymore."
"Then, what do we supposed to do?"
"Yeah. We're out of option." Wei sighs a bit. Unless the trio finds a way out of this madness, they're stuck with a mad pony!
"Not quite." A familiar voice spoke up. The trio yelps as Twilight's group comes into the room.
"W-Who are you?! Are you with Azure Phoenix?!" Hou demanded, preparing himself to defend himself and his pals.
"Yes. Don't worry. We're not here to hurt you. We're here to ask for help."
"Why should we trust you?" Song ask Twilight suspiciously.
"Yeah. What is it in for us?" Wei ask in agreement. The enemy wanted to know what they would even get for all their trouble.
"For starters, you badmouth about your boss. And second, from what we have seen and heard after couple days, he didn't treat you all well. So, why not help us?" Applejack asked honestly to the trio.
"Hmm... I don't know... Open rebellion isn't the wise thing to do." Hou said in hesitation. Devil Destroyer will destroy them all if they even go against him.
"Would you rather be staying with that monster and get killed?" Rarity sighed before using her charms. "My strong stallions, you don't deserve this such poor treatment. You all deserve better. By joining Azure Phoenix, three of you will be rewarded handsomely and treated well. After all, I heard Azure Phoenix treated his soldiers well."
Hou, Song and Wei looked at each other for the moment. They all gave some thinking before nodded, all saying at once, " When do we start?!"
Twilight smiles. Now they're getting somewhere! She explains, "We need all the soldiers, who is really fed up with Devil Destroyer. And also, we have to capture his loyal soldiers. Easy for you three to capture him when he's asleep."
Hou, Song and Wei nodded while adding, "Got it."
"We'd better go now."
Using teleportation spell, Twilight and her two friends escaped and teleported back to Imperial Phoenix Camp.
--------------------------------------
SCREAM! Devil Destroyer yelped as he got up. He found a group of soldiers, led by Hou, Song and Wei, surrounded and aimed their blades at him. He even found his family and three loyalists were in tied ropes.
"What is the meaning of this?!" Devil Destroyer demanded furiously.
Hou exclaims madly, "Revenge! Salvation! Death to Devil Destroyer!"
"Yeah! It's time for you to pay for your crimes!" Song added eagerly.
"We won't let you intimidate us anymore! Get him!" Wei exclaims quickly.
Hou and his rebels charged and engaged Devil Destroyer, who quickly dodge and avoid the attacks. He then punched and kicked them off one-by-one. He grabbed his halberd at once. He then quickly freed his allies off. They all jumped over to the rooftop and to the ground.
However, Devil Destroyer and his allies found more of their troops armed and aimed their weapon at him.
"Get him!" One rebel exclaims in determination.
Devil Destroyer's turncoats and soldiers charged and attacked them head on. Devil Destroyer's Team fought back and defeated most of them. And at the same time, they quickly find and get their weapons from their rooms. They all escaped outside of Flooding Fortress.
"Now what," Gigaton exclaims in alarm to Devil Destroyer.
"This is what I'm afraid of! It's over now!" Vile added in worry. Most of their allies has turned against them, they're apparently outnumbered here.
"No, it's not. We have one more chance to win this. Kill Azure Phoenix." Devil Destroyer snarled furiously. It's thanks to Azure that their forces are turning against him. He must die to end this.
"But my lord, it's too dangerous! We will die." Butterfly protest in worry.
"I rather fight then surrender. I fight as a warrior, not a coward!"
"I shall stand by your side, my lord." Bladestrike said in salute.
"So, do I, father. I do not fear death." Skyrcrush said calmly and confidentially.
"Me too," Gigaton said, giving out the same salute.
Butterfly Dancer sighed, "If this is what you want, then I will go with you."
"Mad! You're all mad!" Vile exclaims in horror. Everyone will be dead before this is even over!
"Would you die inside?" Devil Destroyer spoke darkly to Vile, causing him to gulp nervously and back off.
"Nope..."
"Then, shut up and follow my lead. This ends now!"
----------------
The large army of Imperial Phoenix Army and even Virtue Dragon's Forces have stood in front of the main camp. The army were led by all of the generals. Azure Phoenix, Virtue Dragon, Schemetrick, Snaptrap, Bullhound and Mane Six were inside the main camp. They all waited firmly and readied to fight against Devil Destroyer.
Fluttershy spotted a familiar group of six led by Devil Destroyer. They all were riding their dragon steeds. They all were charging straight at the Imperial Phoenix Army. Devil Destroyer roared in anger and wildly.
"Oh my! They're coming here!" Fluttershy exclaimed in concern and worried, "And he's in bad mood!"
"What," Mane Six and their friends asked.
"How many of them?!" Rainbow asked in concern.
"Just six of them," Fluttershy said in concern.
"My goodness! He can't be serious!" Rarity exclaimed in shock.
"He's crazy?! He can't actually think he can beat all of us?! Is he?!" Spike asked in concern.
Sunset gulped, "If he's anything like Lu Bu, he would do anything to win even if it means a suicide."
"Devil Destroyer..." Azure Phoenix said in shock yet impressed, "He is truly the most powerful warrior in the land."
"Most dangerous monster to fight..." Virtue Dragon said in concern.
"Is it me? Did Azure got impressed with Devil Destroyer?!" Applejack asked in concern.
Twilight gulped, "i'm afraid he is, Applejack."
"He must be crazy about it," Pinkie exclaimed in concern.
Schemetrick patted Pinkie's back, "Don't worry, Pinkie. Lord Azure knows what he's doing."
"I hope so." Starlight said in concern, "Cause he's coming here!"
"Prepare the battle!" Azure Phoenix ordered firmly.
Both Imperial Phoenix Army and Virtue Dragon's armed and held their positions to fight and fending off their enemies. Giving a nudge to their dragon steeds, Devil Destroyer and his team were charging while giving a loud battle cry.
Coming close to a large army, Devil Destroyer's Force fiercely and brutally rammed and killed Imperial Phoenix Army while reaching their destination. Bladestrike swung his twin axes and Gigaton used his broadsword in slashing and striking down his enemies. Vile used his magic powers of blasting and knocking them. Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush stayed close together as they punched, kick and used their weapons in taking them down. Devil Destroyer roared in anger as he used his brute force in defeating all of his enemies that have come to stop him.
"Don't let the enemy reach Azure!" Anger ordered firmly, "Attack!"
Anger, Axen, Blazefist, Laxtinct, Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper and Dragonspear gave a loud battle cry as they all charged and engaged Devil Destroyer and his team at once. As they're close to their enemies, they're all about to slam their weapons. But instead, Devil Destroyer gave a loud battle cry as he swung his halberd in knocking all of them down. The soldiers became scared and worried as they quickly moved and back away from the team.
Devil Destroyer's Team continued charging straight to the main camp at once. They all stood before Azure Phoenix and his group. Bullhound stood before Devil Destroyer's team.
"So, you have come..." Azure Phoenix asked amusingly, "Brave and powerful but foolish as always. You never learn from your mistakes. Charge and attack without strategy. You're nothing but a monster with no brains."
Devil Destroyer snarled, "I have enough of you and your talk! Let's end this now!"
"Yes... Let's end this..." Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Come and face me, Demon!"
Devil Destroyer roared in anger, "AZURE PHOENIX! DIE!"
Nudged his Red Hard, Devil Destroyer charged right at Azure Phoenix. This forced Devil Destroyer's Team to turn and engaged the enemies. Bullhound quickly rammed and knocked the Red Hare, causing Devil Destroyed to the ground.
And just before his team could do anything, they found more soldiers coming out from trapdoors and camps, and even Anger led the large army back to the camp. Devil Destroyer's Team turned and fought back against the enemies.
Vile was about to use magic spells, but got blasted to the walls by both Schemetrick and Snaptrap. And just before Gigaton could charge, Axen swiftly dodge the attacks before tripped and slammed his axe in knocking Gigaton down. Bladestrike fought against Blazefist and Laxtinct, who used sword-and-shield formation in pushing him back for few rounds until they knocked him down. Skycrush engaged Warpath Temper and Blade Dragoon, who used their brute strength to fight for few rounds until Dragonspear jumped and thrust his spear in knocking her down. Three Sworn Brothers aimed their weapons at her. Butterfly Dancer did her best to deflect and fend herself as Anger fought fiercely to attack her for few rounds until she tripped to the ground.
However, this didn't stop Devil Destroyer from charging at Azure Phoenix. Virtue Dragon, Twilight and her friends quickly came to his aid while readied to fight. However, Devil Destroyer got struck down by some arrows, followed by soldiers and officers come and attacked him. He screamed in anger as he fought back against his enemies. After few rounds of fighting and pushing back his enemies, Devil Destroyer became exhausted and tired after a fierce battle. And just before he could react, Anger raised and slammed hard his scimitar at Devil Destroyer, knocking a powerful Demon Warrior to the ground.
Devil Destroyer groaned in pain and exhaustion, "No... No... No! I can't be defeated! I can't!"
"Oh, be quiet. It's over," Anger said darkly, "Tied up him and his team! These animals need to be caged!"
Mane Six and their friends in shock and surprise of what they just saw. Azure Phoenix has finally defeated and captured Devil Destroyer and his forces. The Battle of Flooding Fortress is over...
--------------------------------------------
Inside the Flooding Fortress's office, Azure Phoenix and his allies stood before the tied-up of Devil Destroyer and his team. The executioners were close to the prisoners as they're all ready to execute them. Mane Six and her friends were among their allies as well.
"Master Devil... If only you have followed my strategy from the start," Vile said, "We wouldn't have been in this mess. We would never lose the battle!"
"Strategy," Devil Destroyer demanded in anger, "Your strategy only served of getting in my way!"
Vile sighed, "Oh my lord... Whenever you gonna learn that strategy is the key to our victory..."
Butterfly Dancer sighed, "My lord, he is right about it."
"Either way, have some dignity," Bladestrike said firmly and calmly, "And die like a warrior..."
"Are you done yet?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly, "Let me ask you something. Are you willing to serve and help me realize my ambition?"
Gigaton snarled, "Never! I would never join you. Got to hell!"
"Your loyalty to Devil is admirable but misplaced and wasted. But I promised someone to get his revenge," Azure Phoenix said darkly.
"Hello..." Anger climbed down and approached frightened and worried Gigaton. He smirked as he held an arrow, "I have to thank you for giving me my strength and also a revenge for trying to take my ancestor's blood! Now die!"
Gigaton screamed in fear as Anger began stabbing an arrow on both of his eyes brutally and cruelly for few times. He even gutted his enemy's eyes out. Mane Six and their friends hissed in concern from watching Anger's execution on his enemy. After Anger sighed for satisfied with his revenge, he threw Gigaton to the ground as he died with his eyes are blinded and covered in blood.
Azure Phoenix turned to Vile, who scoffed amusingly, "Now why would I serve you? You couldn't even slay that helpless swine before. And besides, do you actually could trust me after what I've done to you or what you have done to this land?"
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly and firmly before showing sighed in disappointment. He recalled of what Vile has done to him especially he's the one that allowed Devil Destroyer to attack and conquered his base. He turned to his executioner and gave a nod.
"But I will give you a warning for your future," Vile said darkly, "The Phoenix you tried to tame will never be yours because it will change your live for better or worse. You know where it once belongs to! She will never be yours to tame!"
The executioner swung his sword in chopping Vile's head off to the ground. Azure Phoenix turned and glared at Bladestrike before turned to both calm Blazefist and worried Laxtinct. He returned his glare at former warrior.
And just before Azure Phoenix, Blade Dragoon approached and spoke to him, "My lord Azure Phoenix, before you could execute him. There's something you must know about Bladestrike. While he maybe the enemy, he is a brave and strong warrior, as well as honorable and righteous stallion. Please, spare him."
"Lord Blade Dragoon, please do not interfere the affairs," Bladestrike said firmly. He sighed, "I'm ready to die. I have nothing to say."
"No. I will not kill you," Azure Phoenix said firmly, surprising Bladestrike, Blazefist and Laxtinct. He explained, "There is more to you than mere follower to Devil Destroyer. It will be waste of your talents to serve under him. And therefore, you should serve under me. In my battlefield, you will not only hone and strengthen your skills but also find your purpose."
"Lord Azure..." Bladestrike said in shock and surprise before sighed, "I... I will think about it."
"No..." Blazefist said angrily.
Laxtinct whistled, "Oh boy..."
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at both Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush, "I will not kill them either. They have some use to me."
The soldiers approached and moved Bladestrike, Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush away. Only Devil Destroyer remained as he looked angry and glared at Azure Phoenix.
"Azure, you dare presume I serve you?!" Devil Destroyer asked angrily, "NEVER!"
"Hmph, Do you not find me worthy?" Azure Phoenix asked. He turned to Virtue Dragon and even Twilight, "Tell me... Would you care to spare him?"
Virtue Dragon shook his head, "I think not. He cannot be trusted."
"He's right. He can't be trusted..." Twilight agreed. The rest of her friends nodded in agreement. She sighed, "You know what he has done before, even if you treat him well."
"I see..." Azure Phoenix turned to Devil Destroyer, "It seems that you're destined to die here..."
Angered and fury by Azure Phoenix's declaration, Devil Destroyer roared and shouted in anger as he was about to move but held back by the soldiers. Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush grunted as they struggled to get out and saving him.
"You lot are pathetic!" Devil Destroyer shouted in anger, "I am... I'm Devil Destroyer, the strongest to ever live!"
With his tremendous might, Devil Destroyer broke free from ropes and even soldiers. He charged and was about to attack Azure Phoenix. Twilight and her friends came and formed perimeter as they're about to face him.
However, Bullhound used the mace flail of holding Devil Destroyer back and even Warpath Temper and Blade Dragoon pushed the Demon Warrior back. Nevertheless, Devil Destroyer roared in anger as he tried to push forward. But instead, Azure Phoenix appeared before him as he slammed his sword right at Devil Destroyer's chest. The Demon Warrior dropped to the ground hard.
"Very well... I shall remember that..." Azure Phoenix declared, "Farewell, you beast of chaos..."
Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush cried and sobbed tearfully upon looking at Devil Destroyer's body while Bladestrike looked down and remained quiet. The rest of Imperial Phoenix and Virtue Dragon's Forces remained silent while looking at his corpse.
Twilight sighed, "It's over..."
END...
Review and Suggest...

			Author's Notes: 
Main Casts:
Tara Strong: Twilight Sparkle
Jason Marsden: Ben Valorheart, Hou
Ashleigh Ball: Applejack, Rainbow Dash
Andrea Libman: Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie
Tabitha St. Germain: Rarity
Daveigh Chase: Nyx
Cathy Weseluck: Spike
Chris Sanders: Phobos
Kelly Sheridan: Starlight Glimmer
Rebecca Shoichet: Sunset Shimmer
Michael McConnohie: Narrator
Douglas Rye: Azure Phoenix
Jamieson Price: Devil Destroyer
Minor Casts:
Dave B. Mitchell: Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon
Steve Kremer: Warpath Temper
Terrence Stone: Dragonspear
Kirk Thornton: Anger, Wei, Soldiers
Quinton Flynn: Schemetrick
Doug Stone: Bullhound
Josh Keaton: Blazefist
P.J. Bryne: Laxtinct
Travis Willingham: Axen
Vic Mignogna: Snaptrap
Carrie Savage: Butterfly Dancer
Roger Craig Smith: Bladestrike, Song
Lauren Landa: Skycrush
Jason Wishnov: Vile, Soldiers
Michael Rosenbaum: Gigaton, Soldiers
Next Chapter 16 - Separation: Twilight's Friendship has been tested due to some conspirators planned to assassinate Azure Phoenix for the greater good and their Emperor. Her friends and Virtue Dragon even joined them as well. What will she do? Will her decision will drift her friends again? Will their friendship stand together as one or divided?


	
		Chapter 17: Separation



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.

Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History


Written by JusSonic and Power Master


--------------------------------------------
Chapter 17: Separation


"Azure Phoenix managed to defeat Devil Destroyer at Xu Province. He gained Bladestrike as his newest general. Both Butterfly Dancer and Skycrush were released and exiled. They both were never been seen then..." Narrator narrated, "With that battle behind him, he turned his attention on the usurper to the Qin's Throne - Greed Broke. Thus, an Imperial edict was made to slay the griffon for his treachery. Joining him are none other than Virtue Dragon's and Brave Tiger's Forces. They all now invaded Shouchun, where Greed Broke resides..."
Autumn 160 A.E.
Imperial Phoenix's Forces, Virtue Dragon's and even Brave Tiger's have gathered at the outskirt of Shouchun Area. The soldiers were sharpening their weapons and military training as they all preparing for the battle against Greed Broke now.
Twilight and her friends were amazed and surprise of what they were looking at. They haven't seen the coalition brought together since Cruez.
Pinkie whistled, "I haven't seen this party gathering since 'Battle of Hulou Gate!"
"You mean 'Battle of Mighty Tiger Gate'?" Fluttershy corrected. Pinkie nodded happily. This made shy pony confuse and concern, "I don't get it..."
"Either way, all this is to fight Greed Broke because he became an Emperor?" Rainbow asked in surprise.
"Well. This is ancient time, Rainbow," Rarity said calmly, "And during that time, there can only be one ruler and one dynasty rule the land. And therefore, Greed Broke has no right to become the Emperor, even though he has the Imperial Seal."
"Point taken. Plus, I would really like to kick his ass," Rainbow said amusingly.
"Yeah, me too," Pinkie exclaimed in agreement, "I hate that greedy griffon."
I don't believe he did it for justice. He's after something?" Applejack asked suspiciously, "What do you think, Twi?"
"I have no idea. We should be alert," Twilight said firmly.
"Yeah." Ben said in agreement as he turned and looked at Azure Phoenix talking to Anger, Schemetrick, Ratio, Blazefist, Laxtinct and Strict Stalker about the battlefield. He hummed suspiciously, "I have the feeling that he's after the Imperial Seal..."
"Doubt of it..." Twilight disagreed, "Whatever it is, keep your eyes sharp."
"I have the feeling you have suspicious on Azure," The confident voice said proudly. Mane Six and their allies yelped in surprise as they turned and found Brave Tiger, Riverstrike and his family were standing before them. He scoffed, "Yeah. I have the same suspicion too."
"Brave! Courage! Tigress! Aqua! Long time no see!" Rainbow exclaimed happily as she hugged four Tiger Warriors happily and passionately. They returned it to her as well. She laughed a bit, "So, how's your home? Cool and awesome?"
"It is. Wuhu River is now stabilized and peaceful." Tigress said happily, "All thanks to our Awesome Tiger Guardian Rainbow Dash."
Rainbow laughed and blushed a bit, "Wow. That's something. Didn't know I deserve the honor."
"Nopony can be awesome like my coach!" Aqua exclaimed happily, "And trust me. She's the awesome pony!"
"I like you, kid." Rainbow said happily as she gave Aqua a noogie, "Really like you!"
"Hopefully, you two don't become boneheads," Courage said in annoyance, making both Rainbow and Aqua annoyed to glare at him. He sighed, "Isn't the truth?"
"Either way. We should be concern of Azure Phoenix. From what we heard about him," Riverstrike said in concern while looking at Azure Phoenix, "We should keep an eye on him for the future."
Tigress scoffed, "He doesn't seem so great to me. He just looks like a creepy old stallion!"
"You bet it. He's not so great," Aqua exclaimed happily.
"Keep it down, will you?!" Courage demanded in anger and concern as he hushed at Aqua and Tigress, "You wanna get us into troubles?!"
"Sorry!" Aqua and Tigress apologized.
"I have to agree with him," Virtue said calmly as he and his sworn brothers entered the scene. He smiled, "I'd be careful if I were you. This is Azure Phoenix's camp, after all."
"Do I know you?" Brave asked in confusion.
"Virtue Dragon, nice of you dropping by," Applejack greeted happily.
"Virtue Dragon? Friend to our father?" Tigress asked in surprise.
Virtue nodded, "Yes. And my condolence to your father. And also my respect to you, Lord Brave Tiger. But either way, keep your voice from talking bad about Azure. He doesn't like it."
"I agreed for once," Azure Phoenix said amusingly, surprising everyone of his sudden appearance. Blazefist arrived at the scene. He smirked, "Either way, I'd never let it bother me. Should we discuss about our enemies? And I require you both to help me."
Brave nodded, "Sure. What do you need us to do?"
"Greed Broke holed up inside the castle," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "First, we must break down the castle gates. So, I would like your army to attack west gate. And also, Blazefist, Rainbow and Rarity will assist you on the battlefield."
"Awesome!" Aqua cheered wildly happily as she gave Rainbow and Rarity a tight hug. She turned and glared at Blazefist, "You again?"
Blazefist scoffed, "Not surprise."
"And are you sure you don't have feeling remorse and concern for Greed Broke?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly.
"Not at once," Brave said dryly, "He's not a good friend to me either. He just wants to get close to me for getting the Imperial Seal."
"I see..." Azure Phoenix said calmly yet amusingly, "Very well. Do as you please. And this time, there won't be mercy for any prisoners. Let us begin..." He turned to Blazefist, "Lieutenant, make sure you complete the job."
Blazefist bowed humbly, "Will do, milord. I'll get the job done."
Twilight noticed Azure Phoenix's conversation with Blazefist. This made her concern and uneasy about them and their plans.
Azure Phoenix said "Good. Begin the assault!"
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix's Army attacked from the northern gate. Virtue Dragon attacked on the eastern gate. Brave Tiger's Force attacked at the western gate. Three forces put up their fierce attacks and siege on Greed Broke's castle for three weeks. Though the army of griffons have put up a resistance, they grew tired and exhausted, and their supplies are running out. This had led some mutiny within to turn against their usurpers and killed him for good.
--------------------------------------------
At the storehouse, Virtue Dragon's Forces and Brave Tiger's Forces were taking a break after three weeks of laying the siege on Shouchuan Castle. They were chatting with each other while eating their food. Mane Five and their friends were among them as well.
"Wow, can you believe that jerk?" Rainbow asked amusingly, "He mistreated them so badly. His own soldiers and griffons turned on him and killed him for good."
Fluttershy nodded, "Yeah. I guess he got what he deserve."
"Yeah. I'd never want to see his ugly mug again," Brave said calmly, "He really pissed me off a lot."
"True. I'm glad that is over," Virtue said in agreement.
"My lord, I've brought the message from the Emperor's Envoy," Dragonspear reported as he gave the message scroll to his lord and Brave, "He said this is confidential information. And it must be kept in hidden."
Virtue and Brave were surprise as they enrolled the scroll. They read the message, along with their retainers and family. Mane Five and their friends joined in as well. All of them were in shock and concern of what they just read.
"I don't believe it..." Rarity said in concern.
Applejack hissed, "Did... Did Azure really commit these acts?"
"But what about the ponies he has helped and built for?" Pinkie asked in concern.
"An act, no doubt..." Virtue said in concern. He sighed, "We must do what we must."
Brave nodded, "Yeah. We'd better go now and not let anyone know about this. The last thing we need is someone find out of our plan and inform Azure Phoenix."
"We'd better let Twi know about this," Starlight said in concern.
Sunset hummed in concern, "She might not be happy about this."
Unknown to those ponies, Strict Stalker has overheard their conversation from the garden. He snorted his smoke out from nostrils. He immediately headed off at once.
--------------------------------------------
Inside the throne room, the area was covered with thousands of dead griffons and even Greed Broke. Blazefist was waiting inside the throne room. Azure Phoenix, Anger, Schemetrick and Strict Stalker entered the throne chamber. The lieutenant bowed down.
"Did you have it?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly. Blazefist nodded as he held an Imperial Seal and a strange orb. He smiled calmly, "Excellent. And you were able to catch up with me well, Twilight Sparkle."
Imperial Phoenix Officers looked surprise and shock of what Azure Phoenix has said. They all looked at the front, Twilight entered the scene.
"So, this is what you really after?" Twilight asked dryly, "Imperial Seal and Magical Orb?"
"Not just Magical Orb, Twilight. The Orb of Truth," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. He turned and showed the Orb of Truth. He smiled, "This powerful orb allows you to see the truth of everything and even everyone's true colors."
"But why would you need it for? You have advisors and officers to depend on. No one can deceive you easily."
"Not me. This is for you, Twilight."
"W-What?! Why?!" Twilight asked in shock.
Azure Phoenix passed the Orb of Truth to Twilight, "You must know the truth that your friends aren't your true friends. They're using you to get what they want."
"Azure, I'm getting annoyed by your lie. It won't work on me again."
"Not the Orb of Truth. Use it. And you will learn the truth about them. Trust me. I'd never betray you. You have my word. You know me too well from the future..."
Twilight was still unsure and concern of Azure Phoenix's words. Rather than arguing with him, she levitated and looked at the Orb of Truth carefully.
"I... I want to know the truth about my friends," Twilight asked calmly, "I must know the truth..."
The Orb of Truth glowed brightly as Twilight looked at it carefully. She gasped in shock as she shown both concern and fearful looks. She then began to have tears pouring down from her eyeballs while shaking her head in denial. She eventually screamed and pleaded fearfully.
"Please, don't do this to me! Not again! I didn't mean to hurt you! You know I'd never do that! I beg of you all! Don't leave me alone! Don't abandon me again! Please, I'm sorry! I'm really sorry for everything! Please... Don't go..."
Imperial Phoenix Soldiers were surprise and shock of what they're watching. Azure Phoenix remained calm and collected, as well as firm to see Twilight crying and struggling with the truth she was looking at now. He approached her calmly as he gently chinned her head up. She was still crying tearfully and painfully.
"Now... Am I lying to you now?" Azure Phoenix asked amusingly yet calmly.
Twilight shook her head, "No. You're not." She cried tearfully, "You were right. You were right. They're going to do it again. And now, Ben, Nyx and even Spike - they're willing to leave me alone because of the mistakes I have made. I can't believe this..."
"I know... I've been there for, Twilight. Noble Guild did the same thing to me before. So, I'm asking you again. Will you consider to join me?"
"I... I... I can't... I just-!"
"I know. But think about it. There's been rumors that your friends have planned to assassinate me."
"No... No! No! They couldn't! That's not their way! They would never resort violence or assassination, no matter what circumstance they faced."
"War changed ponies. And it's affecting all of us. I assure you that they will kill me, with or without you."
"W-What am I gonna do now?"
"Do what you must. I know you will 'stop them' from happening, won't you? After all, we're friends?"
While still crying and thinking of Azure Phoenix's talk; Twilight was having doubts, concerns and fears of dealing her own friends. She feared that she might drive and drift them away. Nonetheless, she didn't want Azure Phoenix to get killed, despite the tactics he deploy of dealing the situation and battles, which involved of innocents during the battle. She knew him too well because there is good in him.
Twilight sighed, "I... I will try to talk with them. But please, don't kill them."
"I won't..." Azure Phoenix said calmly. Twilight turned and left the throne chamber. He smirked proudly, "I'm sure you will finish them off... Your own hooves."
His Imperial Phoenix Officers approached to their leader.
"My lord, why didn't you tell her that is the Orb of Fear?" Strict Stalker asked in concern.
"You lied to her about its ability to see her own fears than the truth," Anger said in agreement, "What were you thinking, cousin?! That was risky gambit!"
Blazefist nodded, "Yeah. I'd never thought that you're willing to lie to her for the sake of recruiting her to side with us."
"Even if I tell her the truth, she won't agree and fall for it," Azure Phoenix said calmly, "No matter, she will join us. Because once she discovered her friends' plot, she will join us because of our friendship in the future. She will not betray us, based on Sunset and Starlight's claim."
Ratio hummed in concern, "I hope this gambit of yours worth the troubles. This is a dangerous we ever play. Once she discover it, she will kill us."
"No, she won't," Schemetrick said calmly.
Anger hummed while crossed his hooves, "How can you be sure?"
Schemetrick smiled, "Because she's too smart to allow her mentor died. Without him, Midnight Sparkle would have possessed her body and destroy everything in the future. She knows that he needs him to help and master the Dark Magic."
"Exactly. All is falling in places," Azure Phoenix said darkly, "One final phase to do. We must drive her friendship with them apart. And then, we dispose of them for good..."
--------------------------------------------
"Azure Phoenix would use anypony at his disposal in order to further his ambition, even his own friends and the Emperor himself. However, his action began to lead to unrest within Imperial Court. And so, the Emperor issued a decree that Azure Phoenix was to be assassinated..."
Xuchang Palace, Spring 161 A.E.
"WHAT?! You what?!" Twilight demanded in anger. She learned of her friends, and even Virtue and his sworn brothers have planned to deal with Azure Phoenix. She groaned, "How could you?!"
"Twilight, take it easy!" Rainbow insisted in concern.
Rarity hissed, "I told you this is a bad idea to tell her about it. And you know how angry and upset about it."
Applejack hissed, "How can we? She's our friend."
"Do you even know what you all could have done?!" Twilight asked angrily, "We need him alive. Without him, I'd be lost in darkness for good."
"Come on, Twi. You don't need that stingy Azure Phoenix." Pinkie cheered happily, "You used Dark Magic a lot of times before. You do it fine!"
Fluttershy nodded, "She's right. You can do it. You're good at magic."
Twilight groaned, "Pinkie! Midnight Sparkle is my inner demon! She can't be controlled or tamed. If Azure hadn't come, I could be turn into her! Midnight could destroy anything and anyone she touched! Because of him, Midnight and I have made peace and become balanced."
"That maybe true, Twilight. But this is Azure Phoenix we're dealing with," Applejack said in concern, "And you know what he did before and now..."
Flutttershy added, "Especially the Emperor. Poor him. He was so scared and upset that he couldn't do anything."
"I know it's hard but Azure needs to be stop before he do something drastic," Ben said in concern. "Please, understand this, Twi."
"No! There must be another way! This can't be the only way," Twilight said in concern.
"What's with you? I'm sure the Emperor don't mind you killing Azure," Warpath said dumbly, "Plus, he's the bad guy. It's not like he deserve your 'friendship or anything. That guy doesn't give a damn care about friends and even you, you know, kid."
"This isn't a joke!" Twilight shouted in anger, "I will never ever betray or kill Azure Phoenix! Assassination can't be the only solution to save Qin Dynasty!"
"Twilight, calm down! I'm sure Warpath didn't mean it," Ben reassured in concern, "We just want to do-!"
"Do what?!" Twilight demanded in anger.
"We just want to do the right and help ponies. That's all!
Twilight groaned in anger, "If you wanna help them, why don't you figure something out that can help us stop Azure, without killing him!"
Twilight stormed out from the room's entrance. Ben was about to head off to stop his girlfriend, but stopped by Virtue.
"Give her time. She'll come around and help us. I assure you," Virtue said calmly.
Ben sighed, "I hope so... I hope so..."
--------------------------------------------
During the heavy rain, Twilight arrived at the garden. She sighed in upset tone. She approached and sat close to the dragon statue's as she began to have some thinking about how can she deal with Azure Phoenix without killing him.
Twilight knew her friends were right about him being tyrant and did some drastic measures against some innocents and even abuse the Emperor's authority. But she can't do it because Azure Phoenix was not his mentor, but also a friend. Suddenly, she heard some talking from distance. She quickly hid behind the statue. She found Snaptrap and Woren talking to Laxtinct and Strict Stalker. The soldiers were using umbrella to cover them from getting wet.
"You have done well, both of you," Woren commented happily, "Those brats have no idea what they have done. They have given all the information we need."
Snaptrap nodded, "Indeed. I agree with you, Woren. I can see why our lord wanted her. Her knowledge of our past would be essential to us. We will be victorious."
"But Twilight refused because her friends prevented her to join us," Strict Stalker said in concern, "How do we convince to join us? I doubt she still let the truth blind her."
Snaptrap scoffed, "Maybe. But it doesn't matter because if she doesn't stop her friends from beginning the assassination. We cannot guarantee their safety."
Laxtinct sighed, "Do we have to? They seem nice."
"Maybe..." Snaptrap shrugged, "But our main concern is to protect our lord. If Twilight don't do something about it, her friends will die together with Virtue and the traitors for good."
Woren chuckled, "Yes... I agree. What a pity for her friends, indeed..."
"Either way, Stalker," Snaptrap said calmly, "Prepare the troops by dawn. We get rid of the traitors before they make the move. Laxtinct, continue your spying on our little friends. Get more information from them."
"Lord," Strict Stalker and Laxtinct bowed humbly.
Four Imperial Phoenix Officers left the garden. Their conversation has left Twilight stunned and worried. She realized that Azure Phoenix is no longer being patient with her friends anymore since they all agreed to assassinate him now. She knew that she can't convince them to drop the Emperor's order for his assassination or even agreed to serve him anymore. She has to do something about it before her friends and Azure from getting killed.
After some serious thinking, Twilight sighed as she knew what she must do. She knew her decision will again angered and hurt either of her friends again.
"I'm sorry, everypony. But this has to be done."
--------------------------------------------
Entered the guest's room, Twilight levitated the ancient brush as she wrote everything down on the scroll. And at the same time, she sobbed and sniffled tearfully in sadness and pain about her decision affecting her friends. But she knew it's the only way to protect them from harms.
After she has finished writing down on the scroll, she levitated and put it inside Spike's bag. She turned and looked at her friends sleeping and snoring peacefully and happily especially Pinkie drooling about her sweets.
Twilight loved her friends and Ben so much, and do anything to protect them, even it means she must sacrificed herself to do so. She kissed Ben's cheek, making him smiled happily.
Twilight approached to both Spike and Nyx. She sobbed tearfully of seeing them. She gave them a kiss on their foreheads gently. As she turned away and about to move, she heard a familiar voice moaned weakly.
"M-Mummy," Nyx ask her mother in concern. What is she up to?
Twilight turned and looked at Nyx, responding, "Nyx?"
"W-Where; what's going on?"
Twilight shushed gently before hugging Nyx. The Alicorn whisper, "It's okay, Nyx. I want you to listen. No matter what I do to you or anypony else, I will and always love you all. All of you will always be in my heart. Do what you think it's right for everyone. I'm counting on you all."
Nyx yawned, "O-Okay, mummy..."
"Goodnight. Mummy loves you... Always..."
Twilight kissed Nyx's forehead before gently put her to sleep. She smiled weakly while crying at the same time. Before she left, Twilight sneaks over to Starlight and put a note in her saddlebag, which is labeled, "Starlight, read once you leave the capitol." She turned and headed off at once before her friends wake up. She even wiped her tears off.
During the rainstorm, Twilight made her way to the Imperial Phoenix's office, where Azure Phoenix was discussing with both Schemetrick and Anger. They turned and looked at her.
"Twilight," Azure ask with a curious look on his face. From her look, he is beginning to expect (and hoped) for her answer.
Twilight panted heavily, "Azure, I'm here for negotiation!" She approached to Azure Phoenix. She bowed down. "I'm here to join you."
"I'm sorry? Did I hear correctly?"
"Yes. On one condition."
"Very well; speak. I shall grant you for joining my side." Azure said with a hidden glee in his eyes. He knew Twilight would come around and joined his side. And yet, he is also curious as to what she wanted in return.
"Be sure you keep it. Otherwise, you'd never get the chance to save this kingdom." Twilight said sternly to the lord.
"How dare you?!" Anger hissed in anger as he prepares his weapon. She agreed to join and yet the mare dared make such demand?!
However, Azure stopped him, shaking his head. He turns back to Twilight to speak once more, "Very well. I'm listening."
-----------
On the next day; Mane Seven, Ben, Nyx, Spike and Phobos were eating their breakfasts. Instead of their usual happy, they all were moody, worried and upset due to Twilight hasn't return to them.
"Twilight hasn't been back since yesterday. Nopony seen her," Applejack ask her friends in concern.
"Nah, haven't seen her." Rainbow remarked, mouth full of food to Rarity's disgust.
"I haven't seen her either." Fluttershy said in concern. "I hope she is all right."
"But did anypony saw her at all?" Applejack ask with a frown on her face. Something is not right here.
Nyx spoke up suddenly, "Actually, I saw her. I'm not sure I did. But she looked upset and sad. She said something about 'You all will be in my heart'."
"Ooooh, Tarzan reference," Pinkie exclaims happily, this made some of her friends roll their eyes at this. Pinkie is just being random again.
"I sure hope she knows what she's doing." Sunset said seriously. She got a bad feeling about this.
"Girls; Do you think... Do you think we did right?" Fluttershy ask the others meekly and worried. Twilight was upset about their involvement in taking down Azure hard.
"What are you talking about, Fluttershy?" Rainbow ask Fluttershy puzzled.
"Must we kill Azure Phoenix?"
"Well, he was asking for it!"
"Look, it's not that we felt right about killing Azure....it's just that he's going out of control lately." Rarity said seriously. "Plus, the way he was going after Twilight repeatedly."
"Right, and besides, he killed Bilbo and been an obnoxious asshole!" Phobos exclaims in agreement.
"But... But it feels wrong. I mean. We would never use violence to kill our own friends, even though they may did something wrong." Fluttershy said meekly. She's right, despite the wrongs that was committed, the heroes has never killed anyone.
"And you think Azure Phoenix is exceptional? Look what damage he has done lately. He's been cruel and ruthless to almost the peasants and enemies. And he doesn't even shed tears. Not once." Rarity scowls to Fluttershy in disbelief.
"Right and he has been a Super Duper Meanie!" Pinkie exclaims in agreement.
"Not to mention his rivalry with dad." Ben said with a frown. "Okay, not an example, but still!"
"Plus, what would Han, Celestia and Luna would say if they saw what he was doing?" Spike remarks as he shakes his head.
"No... Fluttershy's right. Even though Azure did a lot of wrongs, he actually help us so much. He saved Twilight twice - teaching her to control her Dark Magic and even defeating Qin Wang Di than taking revenge." Applejack said seriously. The others opposing Fluttershy stopped to think. Applejack does got a point there.
Ben sighs, "He even stood up for all of us. Twilight was right. Without him, we would have been lost. And not to mention, Twilight would have been trapped inside Midnight Sparkle."
"Oh man, after hearing that, I feel like a heel." Rainbow exclaims with a groan.
"Right, and we keep forgetting this Azure isn't like the one we know back home." Spike said, feeling guilty as well. "I wish we know what changed him for the better later in his life."
"Right, I feel guilty too!" Pinkie cries out in guilt.
"We should talk to Twilight about our decision, including Virtue." Applejack said seriously. Perhaps everyone should back out of this idea while they can.
Starlight begins to speak in agreement, "Hopefully they-!"
------------------------
Mane Seven and their friends told Virtue and his crew about their decision. And their reaction is...
"SON OF A BITCH! TRAITORS! I'M GONNA KILL YOU!" Warpath screams out in fury.
Mane Seven and their friends screamed in fear and worried. Warpath was about to attack, if not for both Blade Dragoon and Dragonspear stopping him from attacking them. Virtue and some ministers were in shock and upset.
"Why?" Virtue asked, demanding to know the reason for the reason why the Westerners wanted to back out of this now.
"We must assassinate Lord Azure! He could destroy the world!" One minister exclaims in agreement and reason.
"Well, what if there's a good reason?" Ben ask the others with a frown. "I mean, granted, we hate what he's doing....but Azure Phoenix must have several reasons."
"Plus, Azure Phoenix could be a good ruler someday." Rarity admits, "Maybe not now, but maybe someday."
"We done should give him a chance." Applejack remarks in agreement.
Another minister groans out in disbelief, "You can't be serious! You're not actually allow that monster to rule us?!"
"I agreed. He's a threat." Blade Dragoon said seriously. If left uncheck, Azure could destroy everything. How could the oracle's friends be so sure he wouldn't?
"Because look at what he did for us!" Spike exclaims in reason.
"Maybe you guys don't agree with us but Azure did a lot of good things for helping us like fighting off Yellow Scarf Rebellion, Cruez, solving the bandits' food problem and even help you, Virtue to get your home back." Ben said, counting off what Azure did in light of his "crimes".
Applejack nodded in agreement. She added, "Yeah. Even though his methods can be brutal and dangerous, he did help us through."
"And of course, he did help Twilight a lot more than any of us like taking her dark side - Midnight Sparkle, helped him deal with Seekcurse especially teaching him to be himself than being ruthless war mongral, and of course, Starlight and Sunset solved friendship problem between him, Princess Celestia and Princess Luna." Pinkie said happily, recalling that as well.
Virtue Dragon and his crew looked dumbfounded and shock of what they have said.
Fluttershy quickly said, "Forget that part. But the point is that he really help us a lot."
"Yeah. He maybe not the kindest stallion, but he's brave, wise and noble hero." Starlight said seriously.
"Yeah, we should try and reason with him than just assassinate him. Assassination is not our way." Sunset comments in agreement.
A third minister just scoffs at this, "You Western are fools and idiots I ever met."
"No. We are. We shouldn't involve you all for this. I'm sorry." Virtue said with a sigh, realizing that the Westerners are right. Perhaps Virtue's group should've kept Ben's out of their plan.
"Why are we apologized to them for? They wanna side with Azure!" Warpath protests in anger and outrage.
"Master Warpath, Twilight considered him as a friend. If not for her, our land would have been conquered." Dragonspear said seriously. He's right. In light what Azure did, all would've been lost a long time ago.
Blade Dragoon pauses to think before speaking, "Hmm... Dragonspear is right. Because of her, we have defeated Devil Destroyer."
"Indeed. We'll try to talk with him. And hopefully, Azure won't go that far." Virtue said seriously. Perhaps they should try to talk with Azure and reason with him.
"Yes, of course. Thank you, Twilight's friends. It appears you saved us from a horrible mistake."
"And we may save your friend from hers as well." Dragonspear said seriously. If what they were originally planning on doing had made Twilight make her final decision, hopefully they can talk her out of it!
The first minister groaned, "You all are fools! You're gonna get us killed!"
BAM! Everyone yelped in concern. They turned to the window. They realized that their conversation has been eavesdropping. Blade Dragoon and Warpath approached to the window as they quickly grabbed and thrown the spy to the floor.
"Laxtinct," Pinkie exclaims in alarm, recognizing the pony in question.
"Were you spying on us?!" Rainbow demands to Laxtinct in annoyance.
"What were you doing up there?" Phobos demanded to Laxtinct, holding a claw to his face. "Come on, speak!"
"I don't think it's wise to do that." Nyx said to Phobos in concern, fearing Laxtinct may get the wrong idea here.
Laxtinct yelped, "I can explain!" Everyone glared at him. "Who am I kidding?! Assassins! Assassins! Traitors! They're gonna kill Azure Phoenix; HELP!"
"Shut up, shut up!" Applejack exclaims as she tries to close Laxtinct's mouth quickly.
"We will try to explain!" Starlight exclaims frantically. "Try to under...."
"Uh oh, too late," Spike yelps as he hears some voices from nearby.
"Oh no; Major Laxtinct has been captured! We must help him now! Sound the alarm! Sound the alarm!" Some Imperial Phoenix Soldiers are heard calling out. Laxtinct was so loud that they heard him. Now looks like it's too late to go back now!
"Oh no; We must go now!" Virtue exclaims in alarm. Once word gets out, Azure and his men will be wanting their heads!
"We have to find Twilight! She could be in danger too!" Spike exclaims, fearing the worst for his mother/sister figure.
"Unless it's too late and Azure has got to her first!" Sunset exclaims frantically.
"We got to try though!" Ben exclaims quickly as he leads the others off quickly. "Come on!"
"Sorry, Laxtinct. Please understand." Pinkie said as Laxtinct was let go quickly.
Virtue led his sworn brothers and friends to leave and escape the guest room. Ministers also went to their separate ways.
Laxtinct sighed, "I thought I'd be a goner."
------------------
Mane Seven and their friends were running away, and at the same time, they were searching for Twilight. And they also must avoid and defeated some of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers and Officers. They managed to escape.
They all arrived at the courtyard, where they all were surrounded by the large army of Imperial Phoenix Army. The entrance was blocked by Anger, Blazefist, Bladestrike, Strict Stalker and Axen.
"Going somewhere?" Anger remarked with a snarl.
"Finally caught you now," Blazefist said in determination yet hint of disgust is heard in his voice.
"Damn it. They were expecting us. This is not good!" Warpath scowls out in concern.
"Where's Twilight?!" Ben demanded furiously at the ones who were and/or will be their friends.
"Right, release her right now!" Sunset demanded furiously at the group.
"Give us our friend back or we will beat you silly!" Rainbow exclaims, ready to fight. She however yelps as an angry snarl by Anger forced her back.
"I don't answers to traitors. After what we have done for you all, you betrayed and tried to assassinate our lord. You'll pay for this!
"Have you no honor?!" Axen demanded more than he asked. He was getting used to these allies but they decided to screw it and betray them all!
"Hang on. We were going to back out of it." Starlight said seriously to her former allies. Whatever or not Axen heard her, he chose not to comment.
"Please, give us time to explain." Fluttershy insists in worry.
Azure Phoenix merely held up a hoof in dismissal as he spoke sternly, "That's enough. I knew that one day you will betray me. Your treachery ends here."
"Azure! You'll pay for abusing the authority!" Virtue exclaims furiously. He would've charged if the actions of the enemy preparing their swords haven't forced him back.
"I did what I must to achieve my ambition, even it means to become a villain."
"Why are you doing this?! You're a good pony, just like us." Nyx said a bit hurt by this betrayal.
"Right, come on, Azure don't y'all remember how we helped you in the early days?" Applejack ask in worry.
"You got to at least remember that!" Spike exclaims in agreement, hoping that Azure will reach reason.
"And not be a total jerkass like you were recently!" Phobos exclaims, most to his friends' annoyance.
"Not helping, Phobos."
Azure Phoenix scoffed, "Good? It's just a word. I did what I must to protect and save Land of Ma, by any means of necessary, even if I must sacrifice my allies for it."
"Where's Twilight?! Give her back!" Ben demanded furiously. Ambushed or not, he will get Twilight back!
Azure Phoenix moved aside. Schemetrick, Ratio, Woren and Snaptrap arrived at the scene. They moved aside and revealed Twilight wearing the dark blue Chinese lady's robe with moon and stars patterns, and even golden crown and jewelry on her head.
"What," Rarity yelped in alarm and worry.
"Twilight, what are you doing?" Starlight ask in shock, fearing the worst.
"And take off that stupid outfit, you look ridiculous!" Rainbow scoffed a bit, finding what Twilight to be wearing to be ridiculous.
"You aren't helping, Rainbow!" Applejack exclaims to Rainbow in annoyance.
"What? It does look ridiculous."
Twilight remained silent while looked away from them.
Warpath exclaims furiously, "I knew it. She's a traitor!"
"No... It can't be..." Dragonspear said softly as he shakes his head. The pony was hoping Twilight wouldn't do the unthinkable and betray all of her friends and loved ones.
"No. Not Twiley. Not her!" Ben protests in shock and disbelief. He refused to believed what he's seeing her.
"What did you do to her?!" Rainbow demanded angrily at Azure.
"Release her from your magic right now!" Rarity exclaims in the same way as her friend.
"I don't know what you did but you won't get away with it!" Nyx remarked with an angry scowl.
"I didn't use magic on her. In fact, it was your fault that turned her to me. I knew you will betray her. You're not her friends. You used her for your ambition.” Azure said calmly. The heroes look shocked, but at the same time, they realized the shocking horrifying truth: Azure was right. He didn't use magic at all, Twilight turn on her own accord, "But now, she chose me. She and I share some common. Doing what is necessary for the greater good."
"What have we done?" Virtue mumbled under his breath in guilt. If only they haven't decided to kill Azure in the first place...
"Brother?" Blade asked Virtue in worry.
"No... It can't be..." Applejack said in horror. She hated to admit it but Azure was telling the truth.
Ben on the other hoof screams out furiously, "You're a damn liar, Azure! Twilight would never share the sick wicked goal as you are!"
"Right, she's our friend through and through!" Fluttershy remarked, trying to be brave.
"Deny all you want. I have tamed the phoenix now." Azure said calmly and arrogantly.
As Azure Phoenix climbed down the stairs, he began to sing 'Behold the Darkest Truth'. The Imperial Phoenix Soldiers armed and aimed their swords and spears at Mane Seven and their allies.
"Awww, are we going to do this song sequence?" Pinkie whimpered a bit in disbelief. "Jus hated this song when he was making this part."
"No time to be random, Pinks." Rainbow said to Pinkie as the song begins.
Azure Phoenix: It's time you face the reality
It's time you must accept the truth
Your friendship is nothing but lies,
Bring pain and sadness to her.
He turned and looked pitifully and sympathetically at Twilight, who looked shame and upset. He turned and glared at Mane Seven and their allies.
Azure Phoenix: She once has faith in friendship,
And you all have swear an oath to her.
But now, you reveal your true colors
Nothing but big lies.
Azure Phoenix drew his Imperial Sword out. His army stomped their hooves, spears and swords while gave a loud battle cry and cheers about Twilight's friends being traitors to her.
Azure Phoenix: Behold the Darkest Truth!
The Phoenix now knows the truth
She among the Mighty
You caged at your Fantasy
Hearing what Azure Phoenix and his army has said, their words stunned and shocked Mane Seven and their allies. Virtue and his allies remained firm and calm.
Azure Phoenix: Behold the Darkest Truth!
Confess your true and greatest crimes
It's time to accept defeat
And give up
Now the Phoenix belongs to me.
Azure Phoenix demanded Mane Seven and their friends to recall what adventures they have been through especially the battles and struggles they have faced together with Twilight.
Azure Phoenix: You all start out the same
Nothing but simple and naive fools.
Deceiving yourself and her
No danger has come to you all
Azure Phoenix added in about what her friends have done to Twilight during three occasions when she needed the most.
Azure Phoenix: But then there comes a moment,
When she needed you the most,
You chose to abandon her,
She almost died on the battlefield
Every adventure Mane Seven and their friends recalled, they have realized their mistakes - abandoning and left Twilight almost get killed by their enemies. They all became shock and concern about their failures.
Azure Phoenix: And because of your betrayal
She now knows the darkest truth
The Phoenix finally takes its flight
She now knows the path she must take
Azure Phoenix signaled his army to move aside while armed with their bows and arrows. They aimed their arrows at Mane Seven and their allies.
Azure Phoenix: Behold the Darkest Truth!
The Phoenix now knows the truth
She among the Mighty
You caged at your Fantasy
Mane Seven turned and looked at Twilight, who refused to look at them. Anger and other officers armed and aimed their weapons at them, making sure they won't get close to her.
Azure Phoenix: Behold the Darkest Truth!
Witness your greatest failures
It's time to accept defeat
And give up
Now the Phoenix belongs to me.
Twilight Sparkle is Mine!
Virtue and his sworn brothers were confuse and uncertain of what's going on. But to Mane Seven and their allies, they were ashamed and upset.
"That song was worse than the "Not One of Us" song from "The Lion King 2"!" Pinkie exclaims in concern.
"Twilight, you know we don't mean it. We'd never meant to hurt!" Applejack called out to Twilight, trying to reach her.
"Please, have you forgotten what your friendship means to us? To everyone else," Rarity pleads to Twilight as well.
"Please come back to us!" Fluttershy cried out sadly, but it appears that the friends' pleads have reached deaf's ears.
"I think it's time you leave, traitors. Oracle Twilight has no interest of asking you to join us." Azure said sternly. He is giving the "traitors" the chance to leave or get killed.
"Twilight, please," Ben exclaims frantically to his love.
"Archers, take your position!" Anger ordered the archers who took their positions to open fire if the ones not on Azure don't leave now....or try to attack to take Twilight back.
"Damn it. We have to go!" Virtue exclaims frantically. Looks like they lost today, they need to flee at once!
"Not without Twi! Twilight, please," Ben called out to his love frantically.
"Mommy, please, come back with us!" Nyx exclaims to her mother in worry. She can't believe that this is even happening!
Twilight refused to respond. Azure Phoenix smirked as he said wickedly, "Run... Run... Run away. And never return..."
"You'll pay for this, Azure. I'll get her back!" Ben exclaims sternly. He can't believed that he actually respected this pony and was going to consider even sparing his flank!
"Leave now..."
Ben prepared to summon his Master Sword, he isn't scared to die just to get his love back. However, a telepath voice from Twilight cries out, "Ben, no, please! Flee now! I am giving you all the chance to escape or Azure will kill you all! Please..."
Ben stopped as he eyes Twilight who is secretly eyeing him. He sighs while speaking telepathically back, "All right, but for now, I will get you back..."
"I know you will." Ben then spoke normally to Azure, "Fine, we're leaving....but let me say this....Han, Celestia and Luna would be very ashamed at what you're doing right now! I don't even know what my mother even saw in you to begin with."
Hearing that made Azure shocked and confused as Mane Seven and their friends quickly made their escape at once; they all headed and exited the Xuchang Palace at once. Imperial Phoenix Army are still armed and aimed their arrows at the enemies.
As soon as Mane Seven and their friends escaped through the entrance, Azure Phoenix, shaking off his confusion, gestured his hoof up in stopping the army. Anger nodded as he gestured his army to lower their bows and arrows.
"As promised, Twilight, they're spared. However, I cannot guarantee if they refused to surrender or still fight against me." Azure said. He's saying that if they get in the way or refuse to give up, he won't guarantee their survival further.
Twilight sighed, "I know. They know what they must do. But I lived to serve you, Lord Azure for my friends..."
"Good. Welcome to the family, Oracle Twilight..."
"What is next, my lord?"
"Remain here and help and train my children for both battles and strategies. My army and I will finish what we have started." Azure said calmly.
"Yes, my lord. But-" Twilight begins to protest but Azure cut her off.
"I assure you. They will not be killed, but they will get hurt for getting in my way. But I will try to Leave."
Twilight nodded as she turned and entered the palace at once. He turned and marched straight to the entrance, followed by his officers and the army.
"You're not actually honoring Twilight's wishes?" Anger asked Azure in surprise by his decision.
"That depends on their decision. If they join us, then they're welcome. If not, they must die. Twilight's feelings aren't my concern at all." Azure said coldly. "Her talents are. As long hers still some use to me, my ambition will come to realize.
Schemetrick bowed as he said, "As you wish, my lord..."
Azure presses on. However, what Ben said to him concerns him. 'Mother'; What is the fool on about?
------------

The ones who left moved away to safety, they are still shocked and upset over the turn of events. Starlight sighs, it's as if fate have dealed a nasty hoof today.
"What's this?" Sunset ask as she notices something sticking out of her saddlebag.
Starlight, noticing, took out a note which reads, "Starlight, read once you leave the capitol." Out of curiosity, the mare opens it.
"'Starlight, if you read this, then please listen: I didn't betray anyone, but what I did is to keep you all safe from Azure and his allies' wrath. Spike has a scroll which will explain further details. Once you read that later at a certain place, get rid of both letters so that Azure and his spies won't realize the truth. I'm trusting you, Starlight, the one who, with Celestia and Ben's help, freed Equestria from Accord; Your faithful teacher, Twilight Sparkle'." Starlight reads the note as Sunset listens.
The two mares look surprised but Starlight put the note away quickly. They hope Twilight knows what she's doing....
------------
After escaping the Xuchang Province, Mane Seven and their allies headed straight to Xu Province, the only known location Virtue has as his base. They have reached their destination and managed to evade their pursuers. They're safe for now.
Knowing Azure Phoenix will come and lead a major invasion on Xu Province, Virtue has ordered his sworn brothers making preparation for war by recruiting and training their own army. And five days have passed, and no sign of Imperial Phoenix Army coming to them. Nevertheless, they've been training and working hard for the fight against their enemies.
However, Mane Seven and the little ones were still upset and despair to make preparation and do their training due to they have a hard time to believe that their very best friend has turned on them, not only because of their past failures to save her but also turn on her against them.
"I can't believe she turned on us..." Fluttershy said in shame, "Why couldn't we be a good friend?"
Rainbow sighed, "I know how you feel, Fluttershy. We're really bad friends, weren't we?"
"Yeah, we all do..." Pinkie said shamefully.
"If only one or two of us were there with her from the start of the mess," Applejack said in guilt, "Then, she wouldn't turn on us."
"I agree..." Rarity said in shame, "I wish there's a way to reason her."
Ben hummed, "I don't think she turn on us."
"What do you mean? She doesn't look or talk with us!" Phobos exclaimed in concern, "We don't even know why she turn on us!"
"Actually, we do," Starlight said firmly, confusing her friends. She approached Spike, "Spike, can you passed me your bag?"
Spike nodded as he let Starlight to take a look on his bag. Sunset also joined and helped her. For a few minute later of searching, both of them found and took the scroll out. Their friends came and surrounded them.
"What is it, Starlight and Sunset?" Applejack asked in concern.
"Did you know something?" Ben asked in concern yet hopefully.
"Yeah." Starlight answered with confidence, "After we left the capital, we both found a note on my bag. She said that she left some details on Spike's bag."
Sunset nodded, "Yeah. And she didn't betray us because we were bad friends to her. She did it to protect and save us."
"Really? From Azure?" Rainbow asked suspiciously, "She could have at least told us, than just kept quiet and sided with that jerk lord!"
"I'd pretty sure she has the reason to do it," Applejack said firmly, "Twilight always has the reason to take the risks and save us."
Ben nodded, "Yeah. And I bet this message will tell us what's going on."
Sunset and Starlight unrolled the scroll. Their friends gathered around and looked at it. They all began reading Twilight's message. What written on it has not only shock and surprise, but also bring tears of joy and relief. They read the message carefully:
"Dear Friends, Family and Ben...
You'd probably think and angry with me for what I have done. And you have all the rights to be mad at me. But I beg of you all to read this message carefully.
I didn't betray you all because of how bad our friendship are. I did it to protect you. As long you're all with me, you'll never be safe. Azure Phoenix will find a way to finish you off, without letting me know it. So, I joined his army. But I also make a bargain and condition that he can't refuse for my advice and knowledge. The condition is that my friends are not to be killed.
But it's not just that, I need you all do your part to help both Virtue Dragon's nation and Water Tiger Kingdom to join forces and fight together against Imperial Phoenix Army. Because if they don't cooperate, bad and terrible things will happen to them. And so, I left some notes for you all to follow and alter the history. I know that you all will come and save me.
And no matter what happens, you must help them to fight and win, even it means you have to hurt me. But So, don't worry about me. I know the risks well especially I have faith that I can and will change him and his way. Azure will see that friendship is the true magic that change everything. And hopefully, he will end the war peacefully...
Your faithful friend,
Twilight Sparkle..."
Applejack was the first pony to cry tearfully, followed by Ben and others. They have realized that Twilight really treasured their friendship.
"Twilight..." Fluttershy said sadly, "I can't believe that she sacrificed herself to save us. She's really bravest pony we ever had for either admitting her mistakes and protecting us from danger."
Starlight nodded, "She is, Fluttershy."
Applejack sighed, "We have to do this..."
"But we might hurt Twilight," Pinkie said in concern.
"You heard what she has said..." Applejack said firmly, "She entrusted us to stop Azure if she can't change his way."
Rainbow nodded, "I'm with A.J. We have to get Virtue and Brave Tiger to work together and beat Azure Phoenix for good!"
"I still can't believe that Twilight thinks she can change him..." Ben said in disbelief, "How he talked to us that way..."
Nyx sighed, "True, daddy. But this is still in the past. Remember?"
Ben sighed, "I know, Nyx. I know. It's just so hard for me to forgive him for what he has done."
"We all do," Rarity said in agreement, "But for now, we need to focus on our tasks. She has done her part for our sake. And now, it's our turn to do the same for her."
Sunset nodded, "Yeah. Let's do this."
"Uh, guys..." Spike said fearfully. Everyone looked at him. He pointed at the front walls, "He's coming!"
Mane Seven and their friends came to the castle's walls, where they found the large army of Imperial Phoenix Army coming to the Xu Province Castle now. They were all in shock and surprise of what they're looking at.
"Oh boy..." Phobos said fearfully, "This isn't good. And it's not a good news too."
"Is mummy with them?" Nyx asked in concern.
Spike hummed while using the monoscope at the army, "Since she's now one of Azure's strategists, she should be in the front. But I don't see her. Why?"
"This is what Twilight suspected," Applejack said firmly before turned and looked at her friends, "Azure is going to finish us off, without Twilight knowing about this."
"Well, And I'd say we fight back now." Ben said firmly.
Rainbow nodded, "Yeah! Time to kick their asses! They're gonna be sorry for messing with the wrong ponies especially forcing Twilight to take the risk!"
Everyone cheered wildly and firmly, "YEAH!"
Dragonspear arrived at the castle's walls. He was surprised to see his friends regain their strength and determination, despite what has happened to Twilight. Nevertheless, he approached and spoke with them.
"Everypony, it is time," Dragonspear spoke. Everyone turned and looked at him. He asked, "Are you ready for it?"
Mane Seven and their friends shouted, "YEAH!"
--------------------------------------------
The Imperial Phoenix Army formed their own tactical formation. The first group consisted of 2,000 Dragon Riders in Wedge Formation, led by Bladestrike, Blazefist and Laxtinct. The second group consisted of 3,000 infantry in column formation led by Armorhide, Strict Stalker and Axen. And the final group consisting of 15,000 soldiers as infantry, Dragon Riders and archers was led by Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick, Snaptrap, Anger, Bullhound and Navy Arrow. They all have arrived and prepared to invade Xu Province.
"I'd never thought I would be back here to finish what I have started," Azure Phoenix stated dryly and darkly. He turned to Anger, "Kill Virtue Dragon and her friends as well. If those brats really want Twilight, confirm their surrender."
Anger nodded firmly, "Will do, my lord." He turned to the front. Unsheathed his Scimitar, He shouted while charging to the front, "All units! ATTACK! NO MERCY! First and second unit, engage!"
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud battle cry. Bladestrike gave a loud battle cry as he charged on the front, followed by Blazefist and Laxtinct and their Dragon Riders. Armorhide led his unit to charge in as well.
Xu Province's Gate opened as three brave generals led the army to charged and engaged with them. Dragonspear rode his White Speed Dragon as he charged and thrust his spear at the army at once. Blade and Warpath joined in by swinging their weapons at the enemies. However, they weren't alone. Ben, Applejack, Rainbow, Sunset and even Nyx in her teenage mode also joined the battlefield. The rest of their friends remained with Virtue as they defend the castle while fending the invaders off. Both sides fought fiercely and determinedly to win the battle.
Virtue led the army to defend the walls. His soldiers fired their arrows, throwing spears and stones at the enemies, who were trying to climb up the ladders, using siege towers to get over the walls, and even ramming at the gate. Pinkie used her Party Cannon at them. Starlight fired her magic powers at them. Fluttershy, Spike and Phobos threw some stones on them
Blade Dragoon and Bladestrike charged and rammed their dragons at each other off. They both jumped out and landed on the ground. They both slammed their weapons at each other fiercely and firmly for few rounds. while dodging the attacks as well. Warpath fought against Strict Stalker, Armohide, Axen and the large army of soldiers. Dragonspear fought against Anger while fighting off the army from both sides. Ben and his team also fought against the enemies as well. They came across to both Blazefist and Laxtinct, who armed with spear and hammer.
"Found you traitors..." Blazefist said darkly as he armed with his spear, "I've been waiting for this day especially wanted to fight you both."
Rainbow groaned, "I'm guessing that Laxtinct told you about us..."
Laxtinct chuckled uneasily, "I was just doing my job. Come on. Just join us. We won't kill you."
"And become a tyrant like Azure? No thanks," Applejack said firmly.
"But you said Azure helped you all a lot, and even in the future. Have you forgotten about that?" Laxtinct asked angrily, "And you all said that you all won't kill him!"
"We did. We promised Twilight that we won't kill him," Sunset said firmly, "But..."
"That doesn't mean we're gonna go easy on him. We will stop him!" Ben said firmly.
Blazefist scoffed as he armed with his spear, "I'd like to see you try. Did my future self told you about how much Hippogriffs?!"
Ben sighed, "He did. Unlike you, he knows when to let go of his anger and forgive them. He's the real hero, but not you."
"Yeah. You're right. I'm not like him," Blazefist said darkly, "Because in the future, I will kill them by my own hooves!"
Blazefist screamed in anger as he poured the oil on his spear's tip before ignited the fire. He charged while swinging his spear at Ben and his team, who moved back at once. The red Pegasus screamed in anger as he charged and swung his spear at them, who dodged and deflected the attacks at him. They also fought back at him, who did his best to defend and block the attacks. Applejack used her Mind Whiplash on his right hoof while Rainbow grabbed his left hoof before Sunset levitated and held his wings tightly. Ben charged and slammed his punches on Blazefist's face for few times.
While Ben's Team were dealing with Blazefist, Laxtinct came and swung his hammer in knocking them aside. He helped his older brother up. Both of them charged and engaged their enemies at once. Ben's Team fought fiercely and engaged against Blazefist and Laxtinct. They never thought that they would end up to fight with two members from future Dragon Strike Force.
--------------------------------------------
The battle rages on the battlefield of Xu Province for almost three days...
At the main camp, Azure Phoenix and his main Imperial Phoenix Army were watching the battlefield from distance. The Leader of the army grew impatient and irritated with the battlefield. While he was impressed with the warriors fighting back in both determination and bravery, he can't afford to wait anymore longer. He has to end this.
Azure Phoenix turned to Schemetrick and Snaptrap. He spoke, "End this now..."
Schemetrick and Snaptrap nodded firmly. They turned to both Bullhound and Navy Arrow, and gestured them to follow them. Four of them headed off to finish the battle once and for all.
Virtue Dragon and his crew did their best to push the enemies back. But unfortunately, the enemies have proven themselves too strong and their numbers were too many for them to handle. Not even Ben's Team could help them.
BOOM! Xu Province's Castle Walls got breached by some giant rocks. Everyone looked to the front, where they found Schemetrick and Bullhound were using few catapults to launch couple of rocks for attacking the walls and soldiers fiercely and wildly. And at the same time, Snaptrap and Navy Arrow led their small units infiltrated from the back of castle walls, where they ambushed and attacked Virtue Dragon's forces and peasants from behind. They even captured Virtue's wives also.
Virtue Dragon's army panicked and screamed in fear as they unable to stand and fight anymore, thus easily get killed by Imperial Phoenix Army. Virtue realized that he can't stay and defend his home anymore. The battle is lost.
"We must leave now!" Virtue said firmly. He shouted, "We must leave! Everyone escape! Get out of here now!"
"Escape! All units escape! The battle is lost!" The captain ordered fearfully.
Virtue quickly led his forces to leave and escape the castle walls. Unfortunately for them, one of Imperial Phoenix's catapults thrown the rocks right at Rarity and her team. They all screamed and panicked fearfully as they all falling down. Ben's Team noticed it as they quickly came and rescued their friends now. And just in nick of time, they did.
Unfortunately for the team, another boulder came and thrown straight at them, causing a powerful impact to split them.
Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset got thrown into river, which led them to the south. Warpath gave chase to save their friends. Ben, Pinkie and Phobos slammed on the walls, where they got grabbed and rescued by Virtue and Dragonspear while heading to north. Applejack held Starlight, Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike to the ground, surviving the impact. Blade came to their aid and just before he could lead them to safety, he got himself and others surrounded by the large army of Imperial Phoenix Army. Blade's team were ready to fight till death.
"Dragoon! That's enough! You can't win!" Bladestrike pleaded. Blade and his team remain firm and determined to fight. He sighed, "At least, think about your brother's wives. If you died now, who will protect them or even guide these ponies back to Oracle? Or worse, you'll never reunite with your family again. Please reconsider, old friend..."
Blade hummed in concern yet angry before gave in some thoughts about what Bladestrike has said. Blade sighed as he lowered his weapon down. Applejack and her friends remained firm and angry to put up their guard.
"I know you want to see her again," Bladestrike said calmly, "I insist you, do it for her, not for Azure or anyone else. For Oracle. You want to see her, don't you?"
As angry and refused to lower their weapons, they can't help but think about Twilight. They all know how much struggle she has put up to protect them. The least they can do is to see her alive and comfort her that they're not angry with her. They lowered their weapons.
Bladestrike turned and gestured Blazefist and Laxtinct to arrest the prisoners of war. All of them led into the carriages, where Virtue's family is holding in.
Anger returned to his cousin, whom he reported about the success. Azure Phoenix smiled in pleasant that he has once again win the battlefield. And what's more Twilight's friends have been dealt with...
--------------------------------------------
"Azure Phoenix has brought massive army down upon Virtue Dragon's Rebellion, and thus, they all crumbled before his ambition. And so, Virtue and his allies went separate ways and disappeared except Blade Dragoon, whom combined honor, loyalty, bravery and intelligence into one formidable warrior. Pleased to have him on his side, he welcomed the warrior to his army ranks. And now he has to deal with other conspirators, who remained inside the palace, including the Emperor himself..."
Inside the Throne Chamber, Emperor Xian, who is now 20-years-old, whimpered and quivered in fear as he has heard some news about his loyal retainers and ministers have all been executed. The Emperor was holding his sword as he was waiting and readying to fight Azure Phoenix.
As expected, Azure Phoenix has arrived and entered the throne chamber. He firmly yet calmly marched towards the Emperor, who is still scared and worried about him.
"Azure Phoenix..." Emperor Xian said fearfully, "You have come to kill me?!"
Azure Phoenix calmly bowed to the ground, "I would never presume to do so, your highness..."
Emperor Xian hissed as he stood up while armed with his sword, "I tried to have you killed. I would have no right to complain."
Azure Phoenix smiled amusingly, "You're a wise stallion, your highness" He turned and looked away while retained his calm and firm looks, "If it is your wish to kill me, then I will not stop you..."
Emperor Xian approached and readied to kill Azure Phoenix. However, his hooves was shaking to hold his sword due to him being scared and worried of Azure Phoenix. He wasn't sure if he has what it takes to finish his enemy. Unfortunately...
"I... I can't... I'm not my father..." Emperor Xian said fearfully while looking at Azure Phoenix, "You really frightened me, Azure. You shed no tears for your allies. You side with enemies if necessary. You even turned a friend against her own for the sake of your ambition. And when someone is not needed, you get rid of them. Even if it is me."
Azure Phoenix turned and glared at Emperor Xian, with his dark glare, scaring the emperor to drop his sword down.
"A land needs its ponies. And without the ruler, the ponies are lost," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "Your highness is needed. At least... while I am alive, that is..."
Emperor Xian could not help but be afraid and worried of what Azure Phoenix has said. It caused the Emperor to drop his sword down. The unicorn has truly frightened him a lot.
"Your presence allows me to move freely." Azure Phoenix said calmly as he turned his back and walked away, "To walk upon my ordained path... To build a new and better land. And thus, this is only the beginning..."
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 18: Loss and Hope

Ben gasped in shock as he just woke up from his nightmares. He found Pinkie and Phobos were looking at him. They both shown relief and happy to see him alright and alive. 
However, Ben wasn't paying attention to them as he was distracted of looking around. He found soldiers were resting, sleeping, eating some food, and tending to their wounds. Virtue leaned against the tree while looking shock and pain while Dragonspear was on the hill as he was keeping an eye out for the enemies. He has realized that they're not at Xu Province Castle now.
"W-What happen? Where are we?" Ben asked in concern and confusion.
"Long or short story," Pinkie asked curiously.
Ben sighed, "Short..."
"You remember when Twilight betrayed us? But turns out, she wasn't. She joined Azure Phoenix to protect us, but knew that he won't keep his word and so made us to go and join Virtue Dragon to fight back. But things got really bad because Azure Phoenix led lots and lots of soldiers to attack and defeated us. And also, we got separated from each other. Who in Celestia's name knows where they could have gone to? We're lost now!"
"No..." Ben said in concern.
Phobos nodded, "You'd better believe it, buddy. It is so true..."
"How could this have happen?" Ben asked in concern and shock. He groaned, "Damn it. What are we going to do now?"
"I don't know, Ben. I really don't know. If Twilight's here, she always knows what to do," Pinkie said sadly before gasped in realization, "Wait! She did! She said she has given us some notes to follow and help Virtue to win."
"So?" Phobos asked in confusion.
"If we can get him more help and make friends with Brave Tiger and his kingdom, we can fight back and beat Imperial Phoenix Army for good especially getting our friends back together. It's our only chance."
"Hmm...So, you think Twilight's notes can help us out with it?"
Pinkie smiled, "You'd better believe it. It's the only thing that can help us out."
Ben sighed, "I guess so." He turned and looked at Virtue. He hummed in concern, "I'd better check on Virtue now."
Ben approached Virtue, who remained leaning against the tree while looking down in shame and sad. The son of Princess Celestia can tell that the benevolent ruler wasn't happy and okay after 'Battle of Xu Province'. Nevertheless, he has to make sure Virtue is alright.
"Hey, you okay?" Ben asked in concern.
"I'm sorry..." Virtue said in guilt tone. Ben was confused yet concern. He continued, "I really am sorry for everything, Ben. Because of me, you've lost your love and friends. And now, I've also lost Blade and Warpath. They all maybe dead. I should never have involve of you all to fight for my cause."
"Hey, come on. Don't blame yourself for this mess, Virtue. They're not dead. They're still alive. I know it."
"How can you be certain of it, Ben? You saw how bloody and terrible the battle went. And not to mention, we were separated. Azure Phoenix was too strong and powerful for us to fight and overcome. There is no way our friends and brothers could survive his wrath."
"Yeah. But that doesn't mean they're dead. They could be alive and hiding, and waiting for us to come and find them. Or maybe, they're looking for us."
"You believe so?"
"Yeah, I do."
"I agree with Master Ben," Dragonspear said calmly as he entered the conversation. He continued, "My lord, do not lose hope. We can do this. And I believe that Lord Blade Dragoon and Master Warpath Temper will return to us especially our friends."
Virtue sighed, "You're right. What can we do now? We have no home, no base and no army to fight."
"Maybe..." Ben said calmly, "But we need more friends and ponies who we trust to help us out."
"But who," Virtue asked in concern.
"There is one warlord, who can help us, my lord," Dragonspear said firmly, "But I'm not sure he's willing to help us or not. But he is the only one, who has military powers and soldiers to match against Azure Phoenix's."
Know what Dragonspear was talking, Virtue was uncertain and concerned as he spoke, "All I ever wanted was to help the sufferings of the ponies, however I could." He sighed, "But I guess that's the only option we have now. We need friends and help to fight and win."
"So, who is it?" Ben asked in concern.
--------------------------------------------
"And so, Virtue Dragon sought the help from Noble Guild, the griffon who could oppose Azure Phoenix. Thus, they traveled to Northern Griffon, hoping the warlord could help them to fight and defeat the tyrant while finding their missing friends..."
Summer, 161 A.E.
Virtue Dragon and his remaining units traveled to Northern Griffon. They have arrived to their destination, where they were greeted warmly and led to the Yuan Palace. They all bowed before the Warlord of Griffon Forces - Noble Guild. They all explained to him of what has happening and even requesting his help to fight their enemies off. Noble Guild remained calm and uncertain as he was thinking and making decision.
Ben was uncertain as he asked Virtue, "Are you sure this is a good idea?"
"He's the only one, who could match with Azure Phoenix's power," Virtue said in concern, "This is the only way."
"I don't know..." Noble Guild said in uncertain tone, "Why should I help a peasant like you?"
"Peasant?! Hello, he and his brothers saved our hides for who knows how many times?!" Pinkie shouted in anger, "And not to mention, they fight and chased Devil Destroyer off during 'The Battle of Mighty Tiger Gate'! Have you forgotten already?!"
"So?" Noble Guild asked in annoyance.
"So, you owe him!" Pinkie exclaimed in anger.
"Stupid pony! I, Lord Noble Guild, owe it to nopony! Virtue is just a peasant! Nobles don't help peasants! Why should we waste our time for you?! As long we're in good term with Azure Phoenix, we have no reason to fight. Who cares about the dynasty?"
Virtue and his allies grunted in anger and upset as they realized that they can't convinced Noble Guild to help them.
"Wow... You're worse than your brother, you know?!" Phobos said in annoyance, which shocked everyone. He scoffed, "Yeah. You heard me. You're a big chicken than he is!"
"What did you call me?! How dare you?!" Noble Guild demanded in anger.
"You'd better believe it, big chicken. Big chicken doesn't want to fight Azure Phoenix because he's afraid of Azure Phoenix. He's afraid of that unicorn because he got no guts or brains to fight. And worst about you is that you call ponies 'peasants' when you are one, not Virtue, you bug Chicken!"
"I'm warning you!"
"What are you gonna do about it?! Pluck the feather? Talk back? Or better yet, just run like a chicken because there is no way you can beat Azure Phoenix! You're just a big chicken!"
"SILENT!" Noble Guild screamed in anger, scaring ponies and griffons. Virtue and his team glared at Phobos. He scoffed, "Fine. I'll prove to you that I am not a big chicken! We will attack and defeat Azure Phoenix by autumn! That's an order!"
"LORD!" Griffons exclaimed firmly.
Virtue and his allies couldn't believe of their eyes and ears. Usually, Phobos's taunts and insults often led to troubles but for now, he has turned the Griffon Warlord to help them now.
"And as for you..." Noble Guild turned and glared at Virtue and his allies. He sighed, "Consider this lucky that I'm a generous griffon. I offer you all to sleep here for getting me up from my comfortable chair. But know this, insult me again, I will rip you all to pieces. Understand?"
Phobos gulped and nodded nervously, "Dully noted..."
"Stable Boy, get in here!" Noble Guild shouted in anger.
"Coming," The voice, familiar to Ben's Team, shouted.
Ben's Team turned to back and found a young yellow Earth Pony with dark and light greenish streaks of mane and tail in samurai's ponytail-like and his cutie mark was a green dragon symbol with twin swords. He panted heavily before bowed down.
"Saber Dragoon is here! How am I serve the Great and Noble Griffon Lord?" Saber asked fearfully.
Noble Guild smirked, "Take our guest to their rooms and be their gopher for anything they needed. And don't mess this up. Understand?"
Saber gulped, "Lord..."
Saber yelped as he got himself tripped and fell down hard. Griffons laughed at him amusingly. He grunted in pain as he got up at once. He then led Virtue and his allies out. They all headed straight to the guest room.
--------------------------------------------
Saber led Virtue and his allies to their guest room. Though it wasn't luxurious and good as Xuchang Palace, at least they have a place to stay and sleep.
"Well, that was the worst place to sleep," Phobos complained. He scoffed, "And you'd think that they could have done something better here."
"Phobos, enough with your badmouthing. Seriously. Don't you think you've caused enough problems?" Ben asked in annoyance.
Virtue nodded, "He's right. We're lucky that Noble Guild didn't consider to kill us off." He sighed, "I'm just glad that he agreed to help us."
"Indeed..." Dragonspear said in agreement, "Let us hope that we can find and regroup with our friends."
"I hope you all find them," Saber said calmly, "I'd better go."
Saber trotted off at once. Ben and Pinkie looked at each other, who nodded in agreement. Phobos also followed them as well. They headed off to find and convince him to join Virtue Dragon. 
--------------------------------------------
Ben and Pinkie searched around the city as they were looking for Saber. They then heard some shouts and screams from another section. They headed to eastern city, where they found a dark green Hippogriff and another one is orange worn yellowish Chinese armor and couple Griffon Soldiers were punching and kicking at him.
"Hey" Ben shouted in anger. He charged and rammed two Hippogriffs off, "Leave him alone!"
Pinkie joined in, "Yeah. Back off?!"
"Hey, Ego! Guess who join the party?" The orange Hippogriff asked amusingly.
Ego - the dark green Hippogriff nodded, "Yeah, Numbskull. Another ponies come to save the stable pony! That's funny!"
"Like you know how to joke," Pinkie snapped in anger before looked at Saber, "This isn't a joke! This is bully!"
"So what," Ego asked amusingly.
Numbskull nodded, "We can do whatever we want because we're the Generals of Lord Noble Guild! No one can defeat us!"
"Yeah! So, why don't you go home and cry to your mummy, brat," Ego taunted.
Numbskull snickered, "Yeah, we wouldn't want to have a broken ribs for slaves or baits because they're good at getting killed!"
Ego, Numbskull and their Griffon Soldiers laughed wildly and amusingly. This annoyed and irritated Ben and Pinkie a lot. And just before Pinkie could do anything, Ben stopped her while shaking his head that they shouldn't get into troubles.
Phobos hummed amusingly, "You're right. You two are powerful generals. And we can't do anything about it. But imagine if Azure Phoenix and his army are here to see this, they will think you both are weak."
Ego and Numbskull stopped their laughter and exclaimed, "What was that?!"
"Phobos!" Ben and Pinkie exclaimed in concern.
Phobos protested, "Hey, don't blame us! I'm just telling about it. Because attacking and bullying slaves is waste of time, so Azure Phoenix and his army wouldn't be bother of you because they think you can't handle them."
"Is that so?" Ego asked in annoyance. Ben nodded. He scoffed, "Fine. Let's do our training, so we can show those idiots that they're messing with the wrong griffs!"
Numbskull nodded, "Got it. Let's go now!"
Ego, Numbkull and their Griffon Soldiers turned and headed off at once. Phobos sighed in relief that his big mouth has make them go away.
"That was close. Seriously, Phobos. Cut it out," Ben scolded.
Phobos shrugged, "Hey, it helped, doesn't it?"
"Hey, you okay?" Pinkie asked as she helped Saber to get up.
Saber grunted in pain, "Yeah. Thanks."
"Seriously, what's their deal? Why do they bullied you?"
"It's not just me, others got the same treatment too. But I'm used to it."
Pinkie sighed, "No wonder Blazefist hate Hippogriffs..."
Saber cleared his throat, "Either way. Thanks for the help."
"No problem. We're happy to help," Ben said proudly. Saber turned and was about to head off. He shouted at once, "Wow there! Where you're going?"
"Back to stable now. I've got some chores to do," Saber answered before hissed, "I wouldn't wanna get on Lord Noble Guild's side. And I'm late again!"
"Hey, wait." Ben called. Saber turned and looked at him. He asked, "Your name is Saber Dragoon, right?"
"Yeah. That's me. Why?" Saber asked curiously.
"I thought you might be... some kind of famous swordspony and detective than just being stable pony."
"Well, I'm not really famous. But I'm good at swords and also liked being a detective, I'm the best." Saber sighed, "But Noble Guild doesn't think highly of me or even treated me as an officer. The griffons treated the ponies like low-life peasants. That's how it is."
Pinkie groaned, "That is so mean! How could that griffon treat you like this?!"
"Yeah. You deserve better, golden pony!" Phobos supported happily. He snickered, "Want me to insult him?"
"Phobos!" Ben and Pinkie snapped in annoyance.
"Kidding!" Phobos insisted amusingly.
Saber scoffed, "Believe me. I would love to see that." He sighed, "But what's the point? Might as well be a stable boy to avoid troubles. That's what I always am."
"Hey! You can't be a stable boy for whole life, Saber," Ben insisted firmly and concernedly, surprised Saber. He continued, "Look, just don't let those guys beat you down because they're just jealous and idiots."
Pinkie nodded happily, "Yeah! You're the best at sword fighting and detective. And nopony especially the griffon jerk like Noble Guild could beat you that."
"You really think so?" Saber asked hopefully. Ben and Pinkie nodded happily. He hummed, "Wow... You guys are nice. Thanks."
"That's what friends are for," Pinkie said happily.
"Friends? Really," Saber asked in surprise.
Ben nodded, "Yeah." He gasped of remembering something important, "Hey, Saber. Why not join Virtue and his crew, and forget about being a stable boy to Noble Guild?"
"Seriously? Me work for Virtue?" Saber asked in concern and surprise. He hummed in concern, "I don't know."
"Look, buddy. You deserve something better than being a stable boy." Ben said in comfort.
"Yeah! Virtue's very kind and better than Noble Guild," Pinkie said happily.
Saber hummed thoughtfully before looked at Virtue, "Truthfully, I've always wanted to know what kind of pony Virtue is. I was told that he's always kind and fair to most ponies, and even bandits. Maybe I could learn more from him." He smiled, "I... I'll think about it. But thanks."
Ben smiled, "Happy to help our friends."
"Of course, we're friends," Saber said in relief, "If you need anything, you know who to call."
Pinkie nodded, "Okie Dookie Lookie!" She giggled, "Plus, if you do come and join us, I'll introduce the nachos and brunos! Your favorites!"
"Huh?! What again," Saber asked in confusion.
"Nothing! Just think about changing sides," Ben said in concern before pushing Saber out. He turned and glared at Pinkie, "Pinkie, we're in the past. He doesn't know those foods."
Pinkie giggled, "He will. He did like those foods when Rarity and I went to Tasty Treat for Friendship Problem."
Ben sighed, "I guess so. But let's talk with Virtue about letting Saber in."
Pinkie nodded, "Okay! And maybe we should tell him to adopt Saber as his son. Saber did say he lost his family."
"Pinkie..."
"Kidding. He'll tell Virtue when he sided with us."
"You are so random, Pinkie. But you're right..."
--------------------------------------------
"After the defeat at Xu Province, Blade Dragoon forced to surrender to Azure Phoenix for the safety of his sisters-in-law and friends. Thus, they are moved to Xuchang Province, under surveillance of Imperial Phoenix Army. But what does Azure Phoenix has plans for them? What is his next move?"
At Xuchang Palace, Blade Dragoon and his friends are inside the guest house. While Virtue's wives are hidden inside the chamber, all of them were waiting. Blade Dragoon remained firm and calm while the rest of his friends are uneasy and worried. Fluttershy looked worry and uneasy as she kept Nyx and Spike close to her. Starlight read some books to keep her worries and nervous down. Applejack walked around and checked of her surroundings as she wondered what is going on.
Suddenly, the door was opened as Ratio, Bladestrike, Blazefist and Laxtinct entered. They also bring the couple bowls of noddles in.
"Hello, everypony. I hope you find your new home comfortable." Ratio said, acting like a host in light of the matter.
Applejack just scoffs at this, "By comfortable, you mean being in prison? Peachy..."
"Oh yeah, we reaaaaaaly be treated well here." Spike remarked sarcastically.
"Right; can we get some chains too?" Nyx ask sarcastically.
Blade Dragoon sighed, "It is fine. We're being treated well. So, what do you want?"
"Hungry, everypony; I make noodles. They're the best." Ratio offered to the prisoners of the Imperial Phoenix Army.
"What make you thinks we eat your dish?" Starlight demanded suspiciously. After what Azure Phoenix and his allies has done to force Twilight in making a decision, she and her friends don't want anything to do with them.
"Right, I don't feel hungry so forget you!" Spike exclaims sternly.
GROWL! Starlight and her friends yelped in concern as their stomachs were growling.
Bladestrike chuckled, shaking his head as he points out, "For starters, you haven't eaten for days since the Battle of Xu Province."
"nd if you worry about being poisoned or mind-controlled, I don't do that to my dish." Ratio said in assuration, trying to assure Applejack's group that he won't dream of using such tactics.
Applejack and her friends were annoyed and irritated that their former 'friends' were right about them being hungry. They grabbed and took their bites.
"So, why we are doing this? I thought we're talking with them." Laxtinct ask his brother in bewilderment.
Blazefist sighed, "We are, Lax. They need food to talk with us." He glares at Bladestrike while adding sarcastically, "Am I right, General?"
"Cut that sarcasm, Blazefist. Blade, can we talk?" Bladestrike ask, turning his attention to Blade now.
Blade with a glare ask, "So, what do you from us?"
"You know our lord too well. You're very valuable asset to the army." Ratio said calmly. This made Blade upset, as if knowing what's the hay is going on.
"No. I will not join your lord. I rather fight and die in honor of my brothers. If you dare threatened any of my allies, I will fight without hesitation and second thoughts."
Blazefist scoffed, "Wow. What a hotheaded idiot."
"Like you're any better, jerk," Applejack remarked darkly. She barely believed that this guy will be one of her friends in the future!
"Yeah, one day you're probably going to have a filly who knows better." Nyx said dryly. "And not we're saying you know her right now."
Bladestrike decides to add in a special point, hopefully this will make Blade changed his mind. He spoke thoughtfully, "The point is that if you die now, then you will never have the chance to reunite with your brother. And more importantly, who will protect your sisters-in-law and friends?"
"And don't you want to see Twilight? For friendship's sake; Or rather you fight and kill her?" Ratio asks Applejack thoughtfully. It's either see Twilight or fighting her.
Blade Dragoon hummed in concern, "Give us some time."
Bladestrike and Ratio nodded in agreement. Blade Dragoon and his friends formed the circle for discussion.
"I don't really like this. We can't trust these guys especially Past Azure." Starlight hissed furiously. For all she knows, Azure may have her and Sunset attacked and then messed with their heads to make sure they don't expose him as an attacker sooner!
"Believe me. I don't like it too. But nothing important than seeing our friend; we have to do this." Applejack said with a sigh. As much as she hates to do it, they will have to agree to this.
"I agree." Blade Dragoon said in agreement. Ratio and Bladestrike does have a point.
Spike however protests, "But what if it's the trap to get rid of us?!"
"He wouldn't. Azure knows Twilight. And if he gets rid of us now, she won't help him." Nyx said in concern. She knows that Azure wouldn't get rid of him out of risk of losing his advantage.
"She does have the point. Plus, we want to assure Twilight that we're not angry with her." Fluttershy added meekly. They got to make amends and get her friendship back!
"Wow. He really knows how to play the game kinda like a chess," Starlight whistled in amazement.
"Yeah. I want to tell her that we're still friends and happy that she hasn't let Azure manipulated her." Applejack said. "So, we agree to join to be with her?"
"And what about your friends? While I planned to remain under Azure's service until my brothers are located, you have to choose. Twilight will no doubt remain with him until Azure conquered the Land of Ma." Blade Dragoon said seriously.
Applejack sighed, "I guess... But we promised Twilight that we have to do what is right, even it means hurting us."
"Or until the authors of this fic finally resolved that conflict and ended this whole thing." Nyx complains. She notices the others looking at her oddly. "What?"
"Random than Pinkie, Nyx," Starlight sighs in disbelief.
"Then, it is settled." Blade Dragoon added with a nod. Blade Dragoon and his friends turned and faced to Ratio and his allies. "I hate when you're right. But very well, I will surrender under our condition."
"Same goes to ours." Applejack added sternly.
"Name them." Ratio said calmly, happy to hear what the prisoners have to say.
"1. My sisters-in-law are to be protected and not harmed. 2. I only serve the Emperor, not Azure Phoenix. And finally, we are allowed to leave and reunite with my brothers when he is located." Blade Dragoon said, counting down the conditions.
"As for us, stop playing psychology on our friends about how bad our friendship is. And also, we want our reunion and visits privacy. If you won't do it, I will tell Twilight that you dishonored our agreement and hers. Got it?" Applejack demanded sternly.
"Why you little-" Bladefist exclaims furiously. Blade's conditions are reasonable, but messing with Azure's plan with Twilight?!
Bladestrike however holds a hoof in front of Bladefist, stopping him from making any harsh moves. He spoke, "Give us time. We will give you the answer by tomorrow."
"Yes, it may take some time..." Ratio said, pondering how Azure will take these conditions.
"You do realize that Azure Phoenix may not like this." Laxtinct mumbled to Bladestrike worried.
Bladestrike nudges him as he snaps, "Quiet, Major."
----------------------
Ratio and Bladestrike returned and reported to Azure Phoenix at the throne chamber. Both Anger and advisors were inside it. Azure Phoenix shows uneasy and concern about the conditions.
"I don't like it. I don't mind two conditions but the last one - it's something I can agree about especially Twilight's privacy with her friends." Azure said seriously. He knows that letting Twilight having privacy with her friends could derail his plans.
Anger snarled furiously, "I'd say we forget about it. Kick them out now, cousin."
"Believe it or not. I don't like it. But it's the only way to recruit them." Snaptrap added in concern. If they reject the conditions, Twilight will ended her allegiance to Azure and that will makes things bad.
"But I don't see why we need to agree with her friends. They have no talents to your cause." Woren said sternly to Azure.
Schemetrick added in thought howver, "They may be true. But looks can be deceiving especially Fluttershy. Everypony has different and hidden talents if used wisely. And so, I doubt that shy pony is truly weakling."
"Agreed. Don't underestimate them. Their friendship with Twilight is still strong. I highly doubt that she will forget about them easily." Ratio said seriously, seeing the facts.
"Unless you can win them..." A familiar voice spoke, causing everyone to turn to see who just spoke. Strikespell arrived and entered the throne chamber. Everyone looked at him. He bowed before his father.
"Son... So, what ideas do you have in mind?" Azure asks Strikespell, expecting that his son got some ideas that could help.
"Special gifts to Blade Dragoon and his friends. Such as Red Hare?"
Anger grunted a bit, "I don't like it..."
Azure Phoenix smirked otherwise as he answers, "I see...Very well. Let's play their way."
"I shall make report to them now." Bladestrike said, bowing to Azure in respect.
"Very good. But find a way to keep an eye on them."
Anger sighed in protest, "I've got bad feeling about this..."
Bladestrike nodded in agreement. He headed straight back to the guest house, where he responded to them about Azure Phoenix's answers.
"Okay, good. At least somepony is reasonable." Applejack said with a please smile. Her group gets to see Twilight again.
"Right, hopefully mommy will do all right." Nyx whispers to the others carefully.
"I'm glad you're happy with this. Enjoy your stay as long as you like." Bladestrike said calmly to the group. Applejack took their leave in hopes to get to Twilight without any further trouble.
------------
Applejack, Starlight, Fluttershy, Spike and Nyx headed off to find Twilight. They asked some Imperial Phoenix Soldiers if they know where Twilight is. But so far, none of them knew where she went. They couldn't help but felt and wonder if the soldiers are telling the truth or avoiding them at all.
Applejack groaned, "At this rate, we'll never find and see Twilight."
"Yeah. These soldiers purposely avoid us, so that they won't betray their masters. Unbelievable..." Starlight remarked in disbelief.
"Well, can you blame them?" Nyx ask the others with a sigh. "Azure obviously doesn't want us near mommy."
"Right; and to think...."
Spike interrupts Starlight with a though, "Wait! Instead of asking them, we should think what Twilight would do. And if I were, I'd go to a place that I loved to read and my favorite hobby."
And sure enough, it didn't take long for everyone to spoke with the same answer, "The library!"
Applejack and her friends headed off to the library. Taken them for an hour to find the library, they have arrived at their destination. They all stared and looked at the library's door. They all shown worried and uneasy looks.
"Is everypony ready? Coz I'm nervous and worried." Applejack said worried. She wonders if Twilight would want them around after what happened.
"We could at least try." Fluttershy said meekly.
"But I dunno. I am nervous too." Starlight said nervously.
"Nervous or not; we have to see her. And also tell her that we're not mad. After all, she risked her life and everything for us." Spike said with a sigh.
Nyx nodded as she spoke, "Yeah. Let's do it."
Applejack and her friends marched into the library. They found the hall was filled with hallway of bookshelves for books, documents and scrolls. And it is also decorated with Chinese Paintings of flowers and ancient ponies.
While they were admiring the decoration, Applejack and her friends found a familiar pony, sitting down and discussing with Snaptrap, Strict Stalker, Blazefist and Laxtinct about building the defenses and arsenals for Imperial Phoenix Strongholds.
Twilight stopped at once, upon looking at Applejack and her friends, who remained silent and looked serious yet worried. Imperial Phoenix Officers noticed it.
"Guess we'll discuss this tomorrow. We leave now." Snaptrap said in concern. Twilight looks like she wants to be alone right now.
Imperial Phoenix Officers nodded firmly as they all quickly leave the library. As Blazefist and Laxtinct were passing Applejack and her friends, Spike blew raspberry and stuck his tongue at them both.
Irritated and annoyed, Blazefist gave a growling noise at Spike, who yelped and jumped back in fright. He turned and walked away at once.
And now, this leaves Twilight and her friends face-to-face. And none of them haven't say a word but stared at each other. The alicorn princess sighed as she was about to speak.
"Twilight, wait. Let us say something." Applejack sighed. "We're not mad or upset at you now because we read the letter about your reason to join Azure Phoenix."
Starlight nodded while adding, "Yeah. We understand it. But also, we want to apologize."
Twilight was in shock and confuse about her friends' apologizing to her.
"Yeah; we felt like it's still our fault because we didn't do a good job for not being there for you when you need help or comfort. We really did a pretty bad job." Spike said sadly, feeling bad.
"But even so, we want you to know that we still care and love you as our best friends. And we know that you want to keep us safe." Fluttershy said meekly, backing up a bit.
"No matter what happen, we're still friends and family, even you're with Imperial Phoenix Army. You're still part of us." Nyx said sadly and yet concerned.
Twilight couldn't help but sobbed and cried tearfully. Applejack and her friends yelped in worry. And just before they could say anything, she charged and hugged them passionately and happily.
"Twilight; A-Are you alright; you weren't mad at us because of what we did before." Applejack said a bit surprised by this.
Twilight shook her head while whispering, "Never, AJ. You girls are my best friends. I would never be mad at you. Truthfully, I'm not always right either. So, nopony is perfect. And I'm glad to have friends like you."
Fluttershy smiled while saying, "We feel the same too, Twilight."
"Right, that's why I like about you, mom." Nyx giggled while nuzzling her mother. "You will remain the same no matter what."
"Right, friends and family forever," Spike said in agreement.
"I'm just glad that you're alright. What happen to others? Were they alright? Why aren't they here with you?" Twilight ask, worried as to why Ben, Sunset and those not here aren't with Applejack's group.
"Yeah; that might be a problem. We've got separated during that battle. Same goes to Blade Dragoon's sworn brothers too." Starlight said seriously, much to Twilight's concern.
Applejack added seriously, "And we have no idea where they went. I'd just hope that they're alright."
"And while we got off easy, not sure what to say about them," Fluttershy commented seriously.
"Oh no... I just hope they're alright especially Ben. He must have taken it hard." Twilight said. She hopes Ben doesn't hate her and understand what she must do.
"He did, but he understands it. And Twilight, you really think that the Three Kingdoms will be created to fight each other until one of them conquered the Land of Ma?" Applejack asks her princess and leader worried.
"I'm afraid so. Skysoar's master plan is indeed brilliant, but also flaw because the deception and delays especially having bad attitude towards the Water Tiger Clan could cause a rift between the alliance."
Fluttershy hissed, "Can't we just talk and convince them to live in peace?"
"We can. And it's the reason why I wrote the letters and instructions for you all, so that you can prevent the war between Virtue Dragon's and Water Tiger Clan." Twilight added with a smile. Hopefully the letters and instructions can resolve this madness before it goes to the point of going too far.
"If we can get it right, then both kingdoms will have the chance to stop and forced Imperial Phoenix Kingdom to cooperate with them peacefully. But that means it could change the history." Starlight said seriously. If Twilight's plan comes to fruition, what's to say that history could change for the better...or worst?
"That maybe so; But it's better than nothing. And maybe, we could help other ponies to change their views that friendship is a better solution."
"Like Star Swirl? Discord; and even stopping Luna turned into Nightmare Moon?" Spike asks his adopted mother/sister seriously. How can they even convince the mentioned three to turn good when they have to be bad (or a big jerk in Star Swirl's case) when it comes to friendship?
"Yes." Twilight added with a nod.
"But mummy... If you do that, then none of us will be the same or even exist in present." Nyx whimpered to her mommy sadly. If Luna doesn't become Nightmare Moon, then she won't exist. And what would happen when Star Swirl and/or Discord changed their ways before time?
Twilight was about to argue but stopped. She said with a sigh, "You're right... I haven't thought of that."
"Meaning," Applejack ask with an arch of an eyebrow.
"None of us would be friends in the future, or even learn and understand the friendship. And that means everything we did in the future will be erased or forgotten."
"Oh no! I don't want that happen. But we can't just ignore these ponies. They might do wrong or hurt themselves and others." Fluttershy said, worried about the ponies in this timeline than in the present at the moment.
"I know. But I don't know how we're gonna do it. But one thing I'm sure of that we're gonna change this timeline." Twilight said in determination.
"Yeah, I agreed with that one. I just hope we did the right thing." Starlight said in concern about this.
"Me too; and also, are you willing to do what I have instructed especially 'hurting' part."
"We may not like it, but we'll do it for our friends." Applejack said with a cringe. She hates to do it, but it must be done regardless.
"Man, this stinks." Spike mumbled, hating to do these instructions. "Really, really stinks."
"I know. Jus should've found a way to do this part hard enough instead of just giving up and asking for help." Nyx said with a scoff, making the others look at her oddly again. "What? It's true."
"Thanks guys. I'm glad I've met you all. You all are the best." Twilight said with a happy smile. Things will turn out fine, one will see.
Twilight and her friends gave each other a passionate hug again; and unknown to them, they have been watched and spied by Anger. 
"I can't believe it..." Anger said in....well, anger and disgust. Azure must know.
Anger walked to the backdoor of Library. As he exited, he met up with Azure Phoenix and Strikespell.
"Well?" Azure asks Anger, wanting to hear his report. He has his suspicions and send his cousin to do some spying on the conversation.
Anger grunts as he responds, "It's just as we feared. She still hasn't let go of her friendship or even hate them."
"I see. Well, it doesn't matter because in the end, Twilight will be turned to our sides and her friends will be forgotten."
"I hope so, father. Schemetrick did warn us that she will not be turned easily." Strikespell said seriously to his father, knowing that when it comes to Twilight, she won't forget her friends and turned to the dark side easily.
Azure chuckled at this, "We shall see. She will soon learn and see the truth that power and ambition are more powerful than friendship. She will see it."
Anger muttered, "If she refused, I have no choice but to end her and her friends. We can't let them ruined our plans..."
----------------------
Twilight and her friends were being summoned by Azure Phoenix. They all headed to the outskirt of Xuchang Province. They all saw the camp was surrounded by officers and soldiers including Azure Phoenix, who was sitting down on his seat.
Azure spoke calmly to the group, "Welcome, my friends. We've been waiting for you."
Twilight and Blade Dragoon bowed down before Azure Phoenix. However, the rest remained firm and angry while glaring at him.
Twilight cleared her throat, making her friends groaned in anger. They bowed down in respect.
Strict Stalker however snarled disrespectfully, "The next time you want to glare, glare at some peasants, peasant!"
"Yeash; No need to get serious," Navy remarked, rolling his eyes at this.
"Seriously, what a jerk," Starlight said in anger at this.
"Right, if I can, I would kick these guys' flanks." Nyx remarked angrily to the others.
"And honestly, they made us lose our friends and turned Twilight to their side." Applejack remarked with a grunt while glancing at Twilight. "And they made her wear that dress? Even I agreed with Rainbow that it looks awful."
"Word up."
Needless to say, those on Azure's side aren't amused by the comment. Armorhide snapped, "I watch that tone of yours if I were you!"
Blazefist added furiously, "Yeah. Otherwise, the deal is off!"
Applejack and her friends were about to pick a fierce fight with Imperial Phoenix Army, who are armed and readied to engage.
Twilight quickly stopped her friends from making a serious mistake. She spoke in worry, "Everypony, remain calm. We're not here to fight."
"Indeed. I summon you here because we need to discuss about your ride. I was told that your dragon ride was killed during the battlefield." Azure said, turning his attention to Blade Dragoon as his Dragon got killed during the battle.
"That is true, my lord." Blade mumbled, bowing in respect in light of otherwise.
"And therefore, I present you a special gift; consider this as being honor to have you on our side."
Strikespell arrived while bringing the crimson dragon with blazing spikes. Seeing Blade Dragoon's shocked face, he smirked while asking, "Recognize this?"
"It can't be... That's... That's Devil Destroyer's Red Hare," Blade Dragoon exclaims stunned, recognizing the same Dragon that the Devil Destroyer used to have before his own death.
"Correction. Blade Dragoon's Red Hare now."
"How are they able to get that?" Fluttershy whispered to her friends in concern yet amazement.
"They must've captured it and was holding it since Devil Destroyer's death." Spike whispered in thought.
"Hope they can tame it. I don't know if it would listen since the only owner it got is now dead." Twilight whispered to the group seriously.
"Mine? You're giving it to me?" Blade Dragoon asked, trying to absorb this new info.
"Yes, Blade Dragoon. Try it. Ride it now." Azure offered sincerely, allowing Blade Dragoon a chance to ride his new Dragon.
Blade Dragoon turned and looked at Red Hare. He approached to the crimson dragon. He climbed and mounted the dragon. 
As he gave the Red Hare a nudge, the crimson dragon roared wildly as it galloped and trotted off wildly at once. Blade Dragoon struggled to control it as Red Hare refused to obey its new master. While trying to regain control of it, he headed straight to the forest.
The ponies chatted and remarked amusingly and surprisingly about Blade Dragoon riding the Red Hare.
"Cousin, this is a biggest mistake you ever make." Anger snapped. As Azure Phoenix looked at him, he continued, "Giving Red Hare to Blade Dragoon means to escape. We can't allow that happen!"
Imperial Phoenix Officers comments and agreed with him about the problem. This can be a seriously bad idea that Azure is making here. What's to say that Blade Dragoon won't use his Dragon to make a break for it?
Schemetrick on the other hood said in confidence, "I wouldn't worry that much, Anger."
"I agreed. As long we have his family, Blade won't escape." Ratio said calmly. He knows that Blade Dragoon won't make a break for it as long as his family is being held.
"That doesn't mean it suite me well." Anger grunts as he shakes his head at this.
Applejack smirked while speaking, "Better think again. He's back!"
Blade Dragoon has returned to the camp. The ponies approached to him as they commented and remarked about him.
"Wow; that was amazing!" Starlight exclaims in amazement.
"Oh yeah, I agreed." Navy said excitedly. "That Dragon listened to you like a horse....which is ironic because we're ponies."
"Wow, ruined it, why don't ya?"
"So, how is the dragon ride for you?" Azure spoke up, pleased that Blade Dragoon is pleased with his new Dragon.
"It's perfect and amazing! I have never ridden the most powerful and fastest dragon in my life. With him, I can ride and find my brother, once I received the word of him!" Blade Dragon exclaims eagerly; Hearing that caught the Lord of Ma offguard.
"W-What?! You still want to return to your brother?"
"Yes. He is my family. And I have sworn my oath that I will return to him and uphold the oath till the end."
"Even if Virtue Dragon is dead, then what will you do?" Bladestrike ask Blade Dragoon in concern. If it turns out that Virtue Dragon is dead, what then?
"End my life to honor my oath...." Blade Dragoon said grimly, much to his friends and allies' alarm. He would end his life to honor his oath?
Azure just smiles as he added calmly, "Such righteous and honorable warrior I ever seen, despite knowing the fact that his brother cannot be found..."
Everyone looked at Azure Phoenix as they all wondered what is his reaction and how he responds to Blade Dragoon.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Let us return to home now..."
Azure Phoenix turned and walked off at once. The rest of his officers and advisors followed him at once. Anger and Bladestrike remained behind while looking at Twilight and her friends.
"Blade Dragoon, is this how you repay to our lord especially the gift he has given to you?" Bladestrike demanded to Blade Dragoon in disappointment.
"Can't say I'm surprise," Anger said, satisfied that he's right all along.
Blade Dragoon sighed, "No. I will repay the debt to our lord, one day, someday. I promise you."
"I can only hope that our lord is satisfied with the debt." Bladestrike said seriously.
"Yeah; fair warning. If you do leave this army, I won't hesitate to stop and defeat you for good, especially you, Blade Dragoon." Anger snarled to Blade Dragon darkly; if he makes a break for it...
Blade Dragoon on the other hoof just answers calmly, "Dully noted..."
Bladestrike and Anger turned and headed off at once.
"Compare to our real Imperial Phoenix guys from timeline, these guys are the worst." Applejack said to her friends as she observed this.
"Right, the only difference is that things changed since then." Spike said to Applejack.
"But how much can changed, that's the question." Fluttershy added in worry.
Twilight sighed, "Well, this is still the past. And I intend to do whatever it takes to make him believe that Friendship is still Magic."
Spike sighed, "I hope so, Twi. Like you said, this is the past."
"It might be worse than dealing with our guys from present..." Nyx mumbled as she shakes her head at this.
As they say in the game, easily said than done!
------------
At the waterfall, Aqua was playfully and happily playing fetch the stick with her pet - Naga, a white furred husky puppy for ten times. She was accompanied by Hammerod, who was drinking his wine while reading scroll. 
After throwing the stick right at the waterfall, Naga went after it. And just before she could enter, she found three ponies floating and flowing down on the river flow. The puppy barked out loud in fear and worry, alerting both Aqua and Hammerod. They went checked on Naga, who continued barking at three ponies. Both of them gasped.
"Is that-?" Hammerod asked in concern.
"Oh no! Coach," Aqua called in concern. She gotten into the river. She swam towards three of them. She held Rainbow on her hooves while shouting, "Coach! Coach! Coach! Wake up! It's me! It's Aqua! Please, wake up!"
Hammerod came to Aqua's aid. He checked on both Sunset and Rarity's heartbeat. He sighed in relief, "Their hearts are still beating. They're still alive. We have to get them to the doctor now!"
Aqua nodded, "Got it." She held and put Rainbow on her back. She hissed, "Hang on, Coach. You're gonna be alright."
Carried both Sunset and Rarity on his back, Hammerod grunted a bit to feel the weight. He sighed, "Alright, let's go now."
Aqua nodded firmly as she and Hammerod trotted off while carrying their unconscious friends. Naga followed them from behind. They all headed and returned to Tiger Fury Castle...
--------------------------------------------
Rainbow groaned and moaned in pain as she slowly opened her eyes. She hissed as she slowly get up from the bed. She looked around of her surroundings as she found herself and her two friends were inside the hospital ward, filled with crimson colored walls and golden tiger symbols on them. Rarity has some bandages on her chest, horn and left hind hoof. Sunset has small bandage on her left cheek and her right hoof. She looked at her body as she found her left wing, her right hoof and even her head were bandaged. 
As she moved a bit, Rainbow hissed in anger and pain for feeling her injuries. She then tried to recall of what happen and how she got into the hospital. She gasped as she remembered that she and her friends got hit by the catapult's boulder, separating them from others. 
Rainbow hissed and cursed, "Damn it! Real damn it!"
"Coach," Aqua called. Rainbow looked at the entrance, where she charged and jumped on her before hugging her coach tightly. She sobbed tearfully, "You're okay! I was so worried that you won't wake up!"
"Aqua! Good to see you too," Rainbow said in relief and happy yet painfully. Feeling squeezing and hugging her tightly, she yelped in pain, "Aqua! Can't! Breathe!"
Aqua yelped as she departed from hugging her coach. She laughed uneasily, "Sorry. I guess I don't know my own strength."
"Gee, you'd think?" Rainbow asked dryly, "What happen? How did we get here?"
Aqua sighed, "I wish I could ask you the same thing. But we found you three from the river. We managed to get you here in time. You were bad in shape, coach. What happen?"
Rainbow sighed, "Long story, coach. I'll explain later..."
Rainbow and Aqua heard the moaning and groaning noise. They turned and found Rarity and Sunset slowly getting up from their unconsciousness.
"What happen?" Rarity asked.
Sunset grunted in pain, "I have no idea. But I definitely not going through rollercoaster again."
"You guys alright?" Rainbow asked.
Rarity sighed, "I'm fine, darling." She glared at her condition, "Having bandage is the worse fashion to wear."
"Seriously," Sunset asked dryly before sighed, "We're okay for now. Where are the others?"
Rainbow sighed, "We've got separated from the Battle of Xu Province. Things got out of control now. Damn it. How could this have happen?"
Rarity approached and patted Rainbow's back, "Rainbow, don't be hard on yourself. There was nothing we can do. All we can do is prepare for next."
Sunset nodded, "Yeah. The war is far from over. We're not finished. I'm sure others are alright and fine. We just need to find and reunite with them."
Rainbow sighed, "I guess so."
Courage Tiger, Tigress and Scarblade were passing by the ward. They stopped at once before looked at Rainbow and their friends.
"Oh! You're awake!" Courage Tiger exclaimed in surprise, "Good! My brother wish to speak with you about how you get here."
Tigress nodded, "Yeah. And also wondering about your friends. By the look of this, something bad has happen to you all."
"You have no idea..." Three mares exclaimed in concern.
--------------------------------------------
After their recovery, Mane Three and Aqua headed off and meet up with Brave Tiger and his officers at throne chamber. On his left side are ministers - Riverstrike, Wiserton, Sam LaMaurche and a few ministers. On the right side are military officers such as Anchor, Apollo Python, Hammerod and some other officers. Brave Tiger and his siblings were sitting on the throne chairs. 
Water Tiger Clan were all listening to Mane Three's story involving Twilight saving their lives, 'Battle of Xu Province' have gone horribly wrong and they all got separated from each other.
"Man... That is so mess up. Azure's already on the move, huh?" Brave Tiger said in concern. He turned and looked at Riverstrike, "So, what do you think?"
Riverstrike hummed in concern while giving some thoughts, "Yes. We must deal with this threat at once. But I ask you this - are you willing to take this risk?"
Brave Tiger smirked, "You know me well, buddy."
"With all due respect, sire, I against this idea," Wiserton said in concern, "Our military is not at full strength, nor our land is stable especially involving some bandits attacking our village and town. If you go and attack Xuchang Province now, there will be disaster! And therefore, the affairs for our state must come first."
"And what about our friends? We can't just leave them there!" Aqua insisted in concern, "We've gotta go and help them!"
Tigress nodded, "I'm with Aqua! Nopony gets left behind!"
"You misunderstand the situation, my princesses!" Wiserton exclaimed in concern, "We must stabilize our state and deal the crimes first."
Courage Tiger sighed, "I'm afraid that Master Wiserton is correct. We must deal with the problems here."
"And also, at the same time," Anchor added, "We can recruit and train our army. And once they're armed and readied, we'll be ready to invade Xuchang Province and rescue the Emperor!"
"That is an excellent plan," Apollo Python supported, "And that way, we'll be more prepared for both defense and offense."
"So, you're saying we just wait until an opportunity opens for us to take?" Brave Tiger asked in annoyance and disappointment. Most of his officers and advisors nodded firmly. He sighed, "I hate waiting! This is like stuck inside Greed Broke's prison and slave! I hate it."
Rainbow nodded, "Yeah! We've gotta find our friends and rescue Twilight before that jackass invade your hometown!"
"I'm with Rainbow. This is your only chance. Don't wait," Sunset insisted.
"I understand your frustration, everyone." Riverstrike said calmly, "But did you not understand your enemies in the first place? How many enemies and warlord have fallen before him? How many more officers and advisors have joined him? And also, did you know that he's always one step ahead of you?"
"What's that supposed to be mean?" Rainbow demanded in anger.
Hammerod nodded in agreement, "He means don't underestimate Azure Phoenix and his military might. That's the risk we must avoid."
"So, we just sit here and do nothing?" Sunset asked angrily.
"No. There is something you can do," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly, "You can help us make some necessary preparation for war and even train yourselves for it."
Hammerod nodded, "And we can help you with that."
"This sucks," Aqua and Rainbow commented in annoyance.
Courage Tiger sighed, "Better than charging so recklessly at the enemy's territory, without plans and army."
"I guess they do have the point," Rarity said in concern, "We just have to wait and be prepare for anything."
Riverstrike turned and looked at Brave Tiger, "Are you alright with the plan?"
Brave Tiger sighed, "Better than nothing, I guess. So, you know what to do, everyone!"
Water Tiger Clan Advisors and Military Officers stood up and bowed down before their leader while shouted 'Lord'. Mane Three was annoyed and upset with the decision.
--------------------------------------------
Inside the guest room, Mane Three were eating their lunch while discussing and chatting about their friends and preparation. 
"I hate waiting! You know that?!" Rainbow asked in anger.
Rarity sighed, "Rainbow. They've already make their point and plans. And all we can do is be prepare for anything."
"I still hate it," Rainbow exclaimed in annoyance, "And our friends could be anywhere. And hard to tell if they're alive or dead. This is driving me nuts."
"I know, Rainbow. It also frustrated me too." Sunset said in agreement. She turned and looked at her bag. She hummed thoughtfully as she searched through it, "We just have to hope that they stay alive and safe from danger and even from Imperial Phoenix Army. And hopefully, Twilight doesn't give too much information for them."
"So, what do we suppose to do?" Rainbow asked angrily.
Sunset took some letters and notes out, "We make preparation for the future especially Skysoar's Master Plan. Because if that happens, we have to make sure that Water Tiger Clan and Virtue Dragon's Force get along than killing each other."
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. We need all the help we can get to take down Azure Phoenix and get our friends especially Twilight back. We cannot waste the chance she has given to us."
"Exactly. So, we make preparation to make two kingdoms' alliance stay friendly, at all cost." Sunset explained.
Rainbow sighed, "Fine. So, what should we do now?"
"We do what we're good at," Rarity said firmly, "Sunset's good at strategies, so she'll talk with ministers and strategists about what they can do to protect their home. Rainbow, you go and train with others, and perhaps learn new aerial tricks. I'll check and make fashions!"
"Rarity," Rainbow and Sunset scolded.
Rarity cleared her throat, "I mean I'll help our friends about dealing with administration and governing, and perhaps helping peasants."
Rainbow nodded, "Well, that's the plan. Let's do it!"
Sunset nodded firmly, "Yeah! Let's hope we don't waste the chance!"
Mane Three headed off and deal with the tasks they have been given to help and assist Water Tiger Clan now. Hoping that everything went smoothly...
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		Chapter 19: Blade Dragoon's Journey



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 15: Blade Dragoon's Journey

"No longer threatened by conspirators or rebellions from any sides, Azure Phoenix was ready to face his old friend - Noble Guild." Narrator narrated, "September 161 A.E. Having made the necessary preparation, he advanced his army towards the Great Fortress, the site where all would be decided."

Azure Phoenix has massed his army, which numbered about 70,000 Soldiers. He then led the army to the Great Fortress, where he was preparing to face and duel against Noble Guild and his army of 700,000 Griffon Soldiers.
"Virtue Dragon and his allies are among Noble Guild's army. They soon found themselves on the fields of Great Fortress, where two powerful warlords engaged in battle.”
Virtue Dragon and his remaining allies were among Noble Guild's Army as they all were preparing themselves to enter the battlefield.
"Azure Phoenix and Noble Guild... Their battle to control of the land was about to begin..."
Imperial Phoenix Army and Noble Guild's Forces have arrived at the fields of Great Fortress. They all have armed and readied for the greatest battle in history - 'The Battle of Great Fortress'.
--------------------------------------------
During nighttime, most of Imperial Phoenix Army including Blade Dragoon, Twilight and her friends were gathered inside the main camp. Ratio, Woren Alert, Navy Arrow and Armorhide remained behind and guard Xuchang Province and other Imperial Phoenix's territories. They all were discussing some strategy to fight against the large forces of Noble Guild. Blazefist and Laxtinct returned from recon on the battlefield.
"Let us begin the war council," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Report the situation..."
Blazefist bowed humbly as he explained, "My brother and I have mapped the battlefield area. Here is the enemy's positions." He revealed Noble Guild's chess pieces covering the northern part of forest field and camps. He continued, "Noble Guild really has covered his grounds on most of northern part."
"If we're gonna win this fight, we need to beat Noble Guild," Laxtinct said optimistically before frowned and concerned, "Don't need to be bearer of bad news - if you lose, we've lost the fight."
"I know you're all probably aware," Schemetrick said calmly, "but we're seriously outnumbered here. In other words, a frontal assault simply isn't an option."
Strikespell sighed, "Spare us what we already now. Tell us your plan."
"Please, allow me." Snaptrap spoke firmly, "At the moment, the two crossings at White Stallion Fort and Guandu Fort are under control of Noble Guild's forces. If we succeed in taking them, then we will have our bridgehead."
Strikespell nodded understandingly, "Okay... I'm sure the enemy aren't going to just let us take them, though."
"Quite right. Which is where our diversion comes in." Schemetrick answered, "Someone to catch their attention by coming at them head on."
Snaptrap continued as he placed three blue chess pieces on two forts, "Place decoys at White Stallion Fort and Guandu Fort, then launch the attacks from each unit." 
"However, the problem is those decoys though." Blade Dragoon said in concern, "The enemy is so great in number that they'll be simply overrun."
Snaptrap nodded in confirmation, "Exactly. You're a smart stallion. I can see why our lord value you so much."
Blade Dragoon bowed humbly, "Forgive me. It's not my place to speak out."
"Then, you will have to go yourself, Father." Strikespell spoke firmly.
Applejack gasped, "You're gonna use your father as a decoy?! He could get killed! Are you willing to let your father to die?!"
"How cruel of you!" Fluttershy exclaimed in anger.
"Hmm.. If this is to accomplish the mission, then so be it. I would be decoy." Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "The winner of this battle will control the Northern Ma. If we can get pass the massive army, that is..."
Strikespell scoffed, "Father, don't tell me you're afraid."
"I am being used as bait." Azure Phoenix snapped a bit before spoke gently, "Clearly, I am not afraid of Noble Guild. The era in which the nobility can rule the land is over. Even he himself know it to be true."
"Cousin..." Anger said in concern.
"Hah... Quite brilliant, Lord Strikespell." Snaptrap remarked amusingly, "Your father would be proud. Willing to use our father as a decoy... You're quite a piece of work. "
"In that case, perhaps I maybe so bold as to suggest myself for the role?" Blazefist spoke firmly.
Snaptrap laughed, "Well met, Master Blazefist. Thank you for volunteering."
Blazefist sighed, "It's nothing. Just doing my job."
Snaptrap nodded, "Remember, if that line breaks, the enemy will have a straight shot to Lord Azure Phoenix and Schemetrick. So, do not expect backups. Our lord's fate rests in your hooves. We are counting on you."
Blazefist nodded, "Will be done, master."
"They're crazy..." Starlight said in concern, "Really crazy to take this kind of gambit."
"You think?" Spike asked sarcastically.
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at Twilight and Schemetrick, "Tell me. Can we win this battle?"
"Yes," Twilight said firmly, "But you and Schemetrick already know it."
"Yes. He has numbers, but Noble Guild is indecisiveness and imperceptive. He is a griffon of the past - this should be enough to deal with him." Schemetrick said calmly, "But for you, my lord, you have proven yourself more decisive and effective yet talented leader that this land required."
"Is that so?" Azure Phoenix asked amusingly.
Schemetrick nodded as he listed down, "Yes. Ten reasons why you are better than Noble Guild. And the reasons why he cannot bested you, no matter how famous he is.
1. You behave naturally to the world than merely concern with formalities.
2. You've earned and commanded the Qin Dynasty's authority for respect and righteous.
3. You manage and uphold both laws and discipline for soldiers and citizens to obey and follow.
4. You judged on ponies and their talents before tolerate and trust them.
5. You adapted well to any changes and very decisive on strategies on your choose.
6. You recruit the ponies by sincerity and virtuous rather than boosting fame to gain followers.
7. While your appearance is ruthless, but you actually care and concern of what is important to you and the others.
8. Unlike Noble Guild, you ensure that your followers follow your example and work together as unity than letting greed and pride corrupted them.
9. You judge wisely and cautiously between right and wrong on ponies and their actions.
10. Finally, you have experience and courage to face some certain of doom and death. Your soldiers respect you. Your enemies fear you. 
And thus, you were made as a great wise and brave leader than Noble Guild can do. You have nothing to fear, my lord."
Azure Phoenix smiled, "You are indeed correct, my friends. Truly right."
"Isn't that kind of exaggerating?" Spike asked in concern.
Nyx hummed, "No. I don't think so. What Schemetrick said is true, Azure Phoenix is really a good leader from future, but too bad when he's a tyrant for this timeline."
"We shall proceed with this plan?" Snaptrap asked, making Azure Phoenix nodded. He continued, "Lord Azure Phoenix is the perfect bait. We can lure out the enemy from both White Stallion and Guandu Fort. As he makes his advance up the middle, we'll strike both places at the same time. Then, we can squeeze the enemy in the center between us."
"We must divide and isolate the enemy forces." Schemetrick said amusingly.
Snaptrap nodded, "Lord Strikespell and I will attack from Guandu Fort. Master Blade Dragoon, Master Bladestrike and Master Anger, you take White Stallion Fort."
Everyone nodded and bowed humbly, "LORD!"
Bladestrike nodded, "The enemy numbers are impressive. And surely, they will have even more reinforcement lying in wait. However, though we may be outnumbered, we possess the superior skill. If everypony gives their all, then we are sure to emerge victorious."
Azure Phoenix nodded firmly, "Let the great battle begin!"
Most of Imperial Phoenix Officers exited and left the main camp. They all were making preparation for the battles. Twilight and her friends were the last group to leave until they bumped onto someone else. They found a brown Unicorn with crimson spiky mane and short tail while his Cutie Mark is Broadsword, groaning in pain while lying down on the floor.
"Hey, are you alright?" Spike asked.
"I'm fine. Really. I'm fine." The Earth Pony said firmly. He sighed as he looked and found Blade Dragoon stood before him. "Are you Lord Blade Dragoon?"
Blade Dragoon looked surprise and confuse, "Uh... Yes, I am?"
The Earth Pony bowed down, "Lord Blade Dragoon! I am honored to meet you! My name is Rogue! I am your attendant and bodyguard, assigned by Lord Azure Phoenix. So, I'll assist and help you with anything you've requested."
"Okay. Normally, I usually refused his offer and gifts, mostly," Blade Dragoon said bluntly and firmly, making Rogue disappointed. He quickly spoke, "But for you, I am honored. And by the looks of your weapons and appearance, you required some training and lessons from me."
Rogue gasped, "I am honored, Lord Blade Dragoon! I promised you that I will not fail you! I will do my best to best warrior as you are!"
Blade Dragoon sighed, "Alright, calm yourself. No need to get overexciting on your first day of battlefield."
"Sorry! Forgive me, Lord Blade Dragoon!"
"Stop it, please!"
"Sorry! Really sorry!"
Blade Dragoon sighed as he and Rogue headed off to the stable as they were making some preparation for battles. Twilight and her friends were discussing and chatting.
"So, who is he again?" Starlight asked in confusion.
"Rogue is Saber's adopted cousin and also Blade Dragoon's adopted son," Applejack answered, "Never thought that he'd be here. So, either way, we stay here and do nothing. Think Azure Phoenix knows something about our friends?"
"I think so." Twilight hummed in concern, "Ben... I hope you and others are not with Noble Guild. Because you are, you all are in grave danger..."
"Better hope not... Hopefully, they won't go through fugitive routine again," Nyx said in concern and uneasiness, "It's always about villains chasing heroes. It's a real bad news to us."
--------------------------------------------
At Noble Guild's Main Camp, Noble Guild was making speech to his army, who stood firmly before him. Ego and Numbskull were among them as well. Virtue Dragon and his allies were watching the event from distance. Saber Dragoon is with them as well after some considerate thinking about joining Virtue Dragon's Forces. They all shown concern and uneasy, despite they're with the most powerful warlord, who is matched with Azure Phoenix's strength.
"I hope Lord Noble Guild can help us accomplish our goal." Virtue said in concern and uneasy, "We must defeat Azure Phoenix."
"Lord Virtue, I assure you that we will succeed. Lord Noble Guild won't be so easily defeated by Azure Phoenix and his army," Saber said confidently.
Dragonspear hummed in uneasiness, "I hope you are right, Master Saber. Azure Phoenix and his army must not be underestimated."
"Well, I don't care how strong he is," Ben said firmly, "We're gonna win this fight, and get Twilight back to us."
"Hopefully, we can find our friends too before it's too late," Pinkie said in concern.
"Well, either way, I am honored to be part of your group," Saber said happily.
Virtue smiled, "As am I, Saber. Ben and his friends told me a lot about you. By the look of you, you're indeed a worthy fighter, as well as strategist."
"Detective, Lord Virtue. That's the difference," Saber corrected before sighed, "It's good thing that I finally leave the stable boy's duty back. I'd never want to do the dirty work again."
"Welcome to the heroes' club!" Pinkie cheered wildly and happily, "And who knows, you might be part of Virtue's family!"
"What?!" Virtue and Saber asked in shock and confusion.
"Nothing!" Ben exclaimed in concern while shushing Pinkie's mouth
Phobos hummed while looking at Noble Guild making a speech to his army. He asked, "Wonder what the heck is he talking about?"
"Azure Phoenix... For too long, you have stood in my way! Finally, I will rid myself of your meddlesome presence!" Noble Guild exclaimed firmly, "Your pathetic army is nothing before me. Now you shall witness the power of nobility! Go forth, my great army!"
"Lord Noble Guild! Please, you mustn't be so hasty! You cannot launch the attack now!" A white Griffon worn ancient Chinese Strategist's Robe pleaded while bowed down before his master, "I beg of you! Do engage him now! You must wait until his supplies ran out! It's your only chance to win this battle!"
Noble Guild scoffed, "That's ridiculous, Thinker! If I don't strike him down, they will have the chance to take me down! Since they're on the field, this is a perfect chance to attack them!"
Thinker yelped, "But my lord, please!"
"Enough!" Noble Guild shouted in anger and annoyance, "When I give the order, I expect you all to follow! Now go and attack!"
And just before Thinker could protest more, Noble Guild's army marched and charged to the battlefield at once. Virtue Dragon's Forces are also marched out as well. Noble Guild stopped them at once.
"What is it, Lord Noble?" Virtue asked in concern.
"I need you to support Ego and Numbskull to engage and deal with the enemies." Noble Guild said firmly and calmly, "Can you handle it?"
Virtue bowed humbly, "It will be done."
Noble Guild smiled, "Good. Now go forth. Show them the meaning of nobility under my leadership!"
As Virtue Dragon's Forces nodded firmly, they all quickly moved out to the battlefield. And at the same time, Phobos blew a raspberry at Noble Guild from the back. This made the Griffon Warlord shocked yet annoyed to turn back and found no one was there. He then screamed and cursed angrily about creature insulting him from his back.
Phobos chuckled amusingly to see Noble Guild lose his temper, but not before he gets his head smacked by Ben. The rest of Virtue Dragon's Forces sighed in annoyance while shaking their heads about the Moon Dragon's attitude.
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick, Blazefist and their 300 Soldiers have arrived at the plain field, which was located between White Stallion Fort and Guandu Fort. They all formed a circle formations. Soldiers armed shields and spears were on the front while the archers armed and readied with their bows and arrows for firing down on their enemies. Ego and Numbskull were leading the frontal assault on Azure Phoenix's Forces.
Strikespell, Bladestrike and Snaptrap were marching towards the Guandu Fort while Anger, Blade Dragoon and Laxtinct headed straight to White Stallion Fort. Twilight and her friends remained behind at Great Fortress Castle as they all witnessed the battlefield from the castle.
Ego and Numbskull charged and rammed straight at Azure Phoenix's forces. Blazefist lifted his spear up, signalling the soldiers armed and held up their shields while pushing and ramming the enemies off. Schemetrick signaled the archers to fire and shot out their arrows at them off. Azure Phoenix remained calm and firm while witnessing the battlefield. Both Ego and Numbskull shouting and ordering their soldiers to keep pushing and fighting the enemies off.
Eventually, Ego used his bow and arrow to shoot at his enemies while Numbskull continued charging and ramming at his enemies. Thus, this angered Blazefist to jump out from the formation. He charged out and engaged them both. Both of them have proven themselves fierce and prowess for swinging their spear and pike at him, who did his best to dodge and avoid the strikes while thrust and struck his spear at them as fast and swift as he can.
Virtue Dragon's Forces were close and ready to support their allies. Unfortunately, they come across to Stikespell, Snaptrap, Bladestrike and 1,000 Soldiers.
"What the?!" Snaptrap exclaimed in shock, "You're alive?!"
"So, this is the infamous Virtue Dragon?" Strikespell asked amusingly before turned and looked at Ben, "And this must be 'my big brother'. I was expecting you to be older."
Ben groaned, "Same old Strikespell... You'd never change."
Strikespell scoffed, "Either way, I was told by my father that you're quite skilled warrior. And to be honest, not even close."
Ben scoffed, "You ask for it, jackass!"
Snaptrap turned to Strikespell, "My lord, we cannot delay too long. And we mustn't mention this to him."
Strikespell nodded as he armed his Dual Blades, "Indeed. Prepare yourself!" He turned to Bladestrike, "General, go and assist our allies. We'll get the Gaundu Fort!"
Bladestrike nodded, "Will be done!"
Bladestrike and his 500 soldiers headed off at once. Strikespell, Snaptrap and their remaining troops charged and engaged Virtue Dragon and his allies. Strikespell charged and engaged Ben, who used Master Sword and Hylian Shield to fight him off for few rounds. Snaptrap used his scythe to fight off Virtue, who blocked and dodged the attacks. Phobos screamed and ran in fear as he was being chased by Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. 
Dragonspear spotted the enemies running off as he gave chase on them, along with Saber and Pinkie. They went and chased after Bladestrike and his soldiers as they were heading straight to the plain field, where Azure Phoenix and his main forces were engaging Ego and Numbskull. 
Two Hippogriffs were engaging and dueling with Blazefist, who struggled to hold his ground while fighting them off. Both of them swung their spear and pike at him, which pushed him to the ground hard. And just before they could finish him off, Bladestrike came and rammed them both aside. 
Blazefist groaned, "I can handle it! Thank you very much!"
Bladestrike scoffed, "Not quite!"
Bladestrike charged and engaged both Ego and Numbskull, who screeched in anger as they swung their weapons at him. He fiercely blocked and deflected the attacks while swinging and striking his axes on them firmly and ferociously. They struggled yet determined to fight him off.
And just before Blazefist could do anything, he heard a noise. He turned his back and found Pinkie bounced and rolled him over to the ground.
"Surprise!" Pinkie cheered wildly.
"You again?!" Blazefist groaned in anger as he thrust his Falcon Spear at her. Pinkie jumped back. He snarled, "I'm gonna finish you off for good!"
"Aw! That's not nice!"
"I am not nice especially a pony, who supported Hippogriff! I'd never ever align myself with anypony, who befriend those filthy creatures!"
"Jeez. You're worse than your present. And not to mention, you're a big jerk!"
Blazefist groaned in anger as he charged and was about to thrust his Falcon Spear at Pinkie, but deflected and blocked by Saber.
"Hey, that wasn't nice of you to treat a lady!" Saber remarked firmly, "And not to mention, you're kinda rude too!"
Blazefist scoffed "You'd think I care? I'm only interest is hunt and beat the crap of my enemies especially the Hippogriffs! Who the hell are you?!"
Saber armed with his Twin Dragon Swords, "Saber Dragoon! I just joined the army for my first day!"
"Oh yeah! This will be your last day to survive," Blazefist remarked amusingly.
Blazefist screamed as he thrust his Falcon Spear at Saber, who blocked and held the attack with his twin swords crossed. But the Earth Pony got kicked off before the crimson Pegasus swung his spear at him but missed for few times. Saber jumped and kicked him off hard before swung and struck his swords at Blazefist, who retaliated by blocking and striking back at him. Both Blazefist and Saber fiercely swung and struck their weapons at each other wildly yet fiercely and swiftly for few times. 
Though they don't know each other well, they couldn't help but feel proud and excited for facing each other. Blazefist and Saber clashed their weapons at each other.
"Not bad for a newbie," Blazefist remarked amusingly.
"Funny. I could say the same thing about you, buddy!" Saber commented, "And unlike you, I fight for ponies than a tyrant!"
Blazefist kicked Saber off, "Think again! I fight for a true leader, who bring order and peace to our land, unlike Virtue! He's a failure!"
Saber snarled, "Maybe! But at least, he has a heart for ponies and land!"
"Yeah. Don't hold your breathe!" Blazefist exclaimed amusingly.
Both Blazefist and Saber departed from clashing their weapons. They both slammed and struck their weapons at each other wildly and fiercely for few rounds.
Pinkie whistled, "Wow. These guys are very tensed with the fight. I wonder if Power Master ever gonna show about their rivalry."
Dragonspear has arrived at the battlefield as he fought and attacked some of Dragon Steed Cavalry. He then spotted a familiar pony riding Red Hare while holding the Blue Crescent Dragon Blade. He was joined by Rogue, Anger and Laxtinct as they all have arrived from White Stallion Fort. They all charged straight to plain battlefield.
"It... It can't be..." Dragonspear said in shock and concern.
Bladestrike managed to hold his ground as he swung his axes at both Ego and Numbskull back. He then dropped to the ground in exhaustion. Two Hippogriffs recovered from the attack. As they were about to finish him off, Blade Dragoon arrived at the scene as he dismounted and armed with his weapon.
"Blade Dragoon awaits a challenge! Come and face me if you dare!" Blade Dragoon said firmly.
Ego scoffed, "You are not so much of a fool that you would not have heard of us!"
"Surely you have realized you cannot win," Numbskull commented, "and have come to beg for mercy!"
Blade Dragoon slammed his Blue Dragon Crescent Blade on the ground, "Silence! Yours heads will make a fine offering of gratitude to Lord Azure Phoenix!"
And just before they could strike him down, Blade Dragoon swung his blade in killing them both at ease. Griffon Army yelped in fear and worry of what they just saw. They all stopped their assaults. They screamed and cried in fear while panicking and running away to main camp at once.
Dragonspear was in shock and concern, "Lord Blade Dragoon..."
"Well done, Blade Dragoon," Azure Phoenix said amusingly, "We've done enough here. Let us return to base now! This will be no doubt give a great blow to his morale."
Schemetrick nodded, "Indeed, my lord. Those two generals are Noble Guild's pride and strength. Without them, he is nothing!"
"Yes. Order the retreat!" Azure Phoenix ordered.
Azure Phoenix headed off at once. Some soldiers blew the horn, signalling the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers including Blade Dragoon to abandon the battlefield and retreat. And so, most of Imperial Phoenix Army quickly made their escape and retreated to Great Fortress. 
When Saber tried to strike his swords at his newly rival, Blazefist jumped and moved back. The Pegasus scoffed, "You're strong. But not good enough! We'll meet again! And trust me, I'll win!"
"Go to hell!" Saber cursed angrily, "I'll beat the hell out of you!"
Blazefist smiled before turned and headed off at once. Saber and Pinkie regrouped with Dragonspear, who looked shock and concern.
"What was that about?" Pinkie asked in concern.
"Ego and Numbskull are dead," Dragonspear answered, shocking Saber and Pinkie. He sighed, "I have to tell our lord about this. He might not be happy about it."
Dragonspear's Team make their return to Virtue Dragon's Forces, who were dealing with Strikespell and his army. Ben and Strikespell continued dueling with each other fiercely and swiftly, and theye even have a clash for few rounds. Virtue tried to get close to defeat Snaptrap, who dodged and launched some tricks and traps on him.
After hearing the horn sounded, Strikespell and his army quickly back off from the fight against Virtue Dragon's Forces. The army is making their escape now, leaving Strikespell to glared at his enemies.
"This isn't over, Valorheart!" Strikespell said firmly, "Mark my word. We will meet again and finish our duel!"
Ben scoffed, "Count on it, jackass!"
Strikespell headed off and regrouped with his allies as they all headed back to Great Fortress now.
"What was that? Why would Azure Phoenix's Force withdraw?" Virtue asked in concern.
"No idea. It can't be worse," Ben remarked.
Dragonspear's team regrouped with Virtue Dragon. The noble stallion looked worry and uneasy as he has to tell his lord about Blade Dragoon.
"Dragonspear, were you successful with your mission," Virtue Dragon asked. 
"No, My lord," Dragonspear said in concern, "And there's something you need to know. I... I don't know how to explain..."
"Virtue Dragon!" The voice shouted. Virtue Dragon's Forces looked up and found a flying griffon arrived and landed on the ground. He glared at them, "Lord Noble Guild demanded you all to return to the camp at once. He has a word with you all!"
Virtue Dragon's Forces looked worry and uneasy especially Dragonspear feared that they're in trouble with Noble Guild...
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon and his allies returned to Noble Guild's main camp, where they got caught and held down by his guards.
"What is the meaning of this?!" Virtue demanded angrily.
"Right; Why did you just attack us," Ben protest in annoyance and alarm.
"Right, and I wanna demand and stuff!" Phobos exclaims a bit uselessly.
"I demand an explanation! Is it true that Blade Dragoon attack and killed my generals?!" Noble Guild demanded. Virtue and his allies sans Dragonspear were confuse and uncertain, "Because General Clawdestroyer told me that your sworn brother killed them?! Is this true or not?!"
"No! That's impossible! It can't be him!" Virtue gasps as he saw a familiar figure approaching, one he thought was gone!
A scarred grayish Griffon with dark brown fur donned the blue yellow armor and falcon helmet - Clawdestroyer approached and gave the glare at Virtue.
"I know what I saw. I even heard Blade Dragoon called himself and even claimed that he's repaying the debt to Azure Phoenix!" Clawdestroyer remarked darkly.
"That is ridiculous!" Pinkie exclaims in alarm. "That would never happen...."
"Right, you are wrong and a liar!" Ben exclaims sternly. "And Applejack hates them."
"No, he was right." Dragonspear spoke suddenly. Everyone looked at him. He sighed, "I saw him. I saw Blade Dragoon killed both General Ego and General Numbskull."
"Wait, what?" Phobos asks a bit confused.
"Wow, this came from out of nowhere." Pinkie commented in disbelief. "Of course, JusSonic just got to this after days of delaying his work! I mean, wow!"
"Random, Pinks, Random."
"How dare you deceive me for all this time? You will pay for this! Guards, arrest and execute them at once!" Noble Guild shouts out in anger and disgust. The ones who deceived him shall die!
Virtue and his allies were about to protest, but got grabbed and moved by the Griffon Guards. They all struggled while protesting that they have no idea about Blade Dragoon sides with Azure Phoenix. However, Noble Guild refused to heed and listen to any of them.
"Aw man, you really are stupid, you know that?!" Phobos remarked in annoyance.
"Phobos, don't!" Ben and Pinkie protest in alarm. Phobos will make things worst!
Too late; Upon hearing what Phobos just said, Noble Guild turns him, glaring furiously as he snarls, "What did you call me?!"
"Yeah! You heard me! Stupid! The most stupidest and cowardly Griffon I ever met. I mean, come on, he call himself the most feared and mightiest griffon warlord in the world?!" Phobos scoffed in disgust. "Sound like phony!"
"Phony?! How dare you?!"
"Phobos, you may want to stop." Ben said to Phobos in worry. He can tell that Noble Guild is getting seriously pissed off by the insults. It will take oner big one to make Noble Guild kill the group right here and now!
"Right, I don't wanna die before I have foals with Brian!" Pinkie whines out in worry.
"I mean the only pony scared me the most is Azure Phoenix, and you couldn't do that! And that means one thing - you're cheating and lazy to do the right way. And that is why you lose, the most stupidest, idiot and cowardly and cheating griffon I ever met." Phobos exclaims madly with a scoff.
"SILENT!" Noble Guild screeches out in fury. Everyone yelped in shock and concern. Phobos yawned loudly before blew raspberry at him, "Stupidest; Idiot?! Cowardly?! Cheating?! I'll show you who you’re dealing with, peasant! Release them now!"
Everyone but Phobos was shocked and confuse of what they just heard. Nevertheless, the Griffon Guards released Virtue and his allies.
Noble Guild sighed as he took his seat, "Anyhow... What do you propose to get your brother away from Azure Phoenix? Without him, it should be easy."
"Trust me. I don't think this is really-!" Ben begins to protest in concern. Granted, Phobos amazingly got the group pardoned for now, but this may be a suicide!
Virtue cut Ben off as he spoke, "My brother has no idea that we're here, and it's the reason why he served temporary under Azure Phoenix. If we can let him know about it..."
"Then, he will leave and return to us." Dragonspear said calmly and in determination.
Ben hummed, "What about Azure? I have the feeling that he won't let them go easily."
"Maybe he won't, but I know some ponies can help us." Pinkie said thoughtfully as she put one hoof to her chin in thought.
"Whatever it is, just do it now! I want to knock that smug of his for good! I wanna be on top of the world! I want the history remember that my nobility won this battle and defeating Azure Phoenix!" Noble Guild screeches out in fury. He will take Azure down no matter what, no one insults or makes a fool of the griffin in one major lifetime!
"Okay, that solves the first problem. But who'd be crazy enough to do suicide mission?" Saber spoke out in concern and thought. They need somepony who is willing to risk his or her life for this.
Ben sighed, "We're too recognizable for them to know and spot us. Wait a minute! Saber and Pinkie will do the job."
"What?! Are you crazy?!"
"Yeepee," Pinkie bounces up and down happily. But then she stops upon realizing what Ben just said, causing the Earth pony to slam on her flank in shock, "Wait; What?!"
-------------
"And so, Noble Guild have his army return to Northern Griffon. Virtue and his allies headed to the Mystical Temple for new base. Saber Dragoon and Pinkie were embarked a journey to Xuchang Province. And at the same time, they have to avoid from being located and captured by Imperial Phoenix Army since they're wanted fugitive."
Noble Guild ordered his army returned to the Northern Griffon. Virtue and his allies headed to Mystical Temple, which was located at the southern part of Xuchang Province. Both Saber and Pinkie went and entered the Xuchang Province as they all did their best to avoid from getting caught by the enemy.
"Thus, both Saber and Pinkie managed to evade from being captured. They have managed to locate and found their friends at Twilight's own chamber."
Twilight and her friends were hugging and chatting happily to see each other a lot. Blade Dragoon, Rogue and Saber were watching the scene as they all smiled happily.
"I done confess, at least despite what's going on, it's great to be chatting like this." Applejack said to Twilight with a chuckle.
"I know. No war, no Azure Phoenix and his cruel army's demands." Twilight said playfully, "Just us having some fun."
"Don't I know it."
"Wow... I know Oracle Twilight is the most intelligent strategist among Imperial Phoenix Army, but I didn't expect her to share friendship with Pinkie, Ben and Phobos..." Saber said, impressed by this.
"They all were friends until Azure Phoenix forced her out of hoof to save them." Blade Dragoon said, a concerned look is on his face. "Tell me, Saber. My brother... Is he really?"
"Yes. Lord Virtue is alive. And he's heading to Mystical Temple now. He's waiting for you now."
"I see. Thank you, young one. We can no longer stay here now."
"So, what will we do now?" Rogue asks the group curiously and in concern.
"We leave now. But to do so; I require the Lord's permission." Blade Dragoon said in concern. He knows that Azure won't let him leave without permission and will give the group hell if he tries to now.
Twilight overheard the conversation. She smiles, turning while adding, "No need. Azure Phoenix allowed me to have some authority. And therefore, I'll give you all the permission to leave and pass cards. All of you can go now."
Blade Dragoon bowed as he spoke, "Thank you, Twilight. I am honoured by your generosity."
"I'll be going with you. After all, I'm your assistant!" Rogue exclaims quickly. Blade Dragoon looked at him curiously. He continued, "As your assistant, I must follow and assist you anything you requested, no matter what."
"Yeah. I'd be honoured to help." Saber said, bowing to Blade Dragoon in respect.
Blade Dragoon smiled, speaking, "Yes. I am honoured of it."
"Twilight, come with us. We can go together." Applejack insists hopefully. Maybe they can slip out and escape without Azure even knowing it.
"Right, you deserved to be with your true friends, not past versions who are big bullies." Fluttershy pleads to Twilight quietly.
"Right, mom; Azure doesn't need your help. He can fine on his own." Nyx insists with a hopeful smile. She and her parents can be together again. Nothing can stop that, right?
Twilight sighed, "Applejack, I've already told you before. As long I'm with you, you all would be in danger. As long I'm with Azure Phoenix, I have the chance to prevent him from breaking our agreement."
"But..." Fluttershy begins to speak but Twilight cut her off.
"I know the information I have might give him the chance to rewrite the history, but you all have the chance to rewrite it. If we all succeed in getting three rulers to work together, then the history will remember that friendship is magic."
"Darn, I hate it when she used something like that." Spike said with an annoyed sigh at that. Why is he not surprised that his adopted mother will give out that comment in her determination to make things better?
"Well, your princess is rather determined....yet stubborn." Blade Dragoon commented, a bit amused by Twilight's determination to at least use friendship to change things.
"If you stay, then so shall I." Fluttershy said with a big frown on her face.
"Me too; I wanna stay with you!" Nyx exclaims in agreement. She and her group just got back with her mother; they aren't going to abandoned her!
Spike nodded in agreement as he spoke, "Yeah. You're not alone. We won't abandon you again; never again!"
"What?! But, girls-" Twilight begins to protest in worry. If they stay around, who knows what Azure would do to get them away from her?
Applejack holds up a hoof, cutting the Princess of Friendship off as he spoke, "They're right. At least, you have some ponies to stick with you."
"Yeah; to remember that you're not alone. You still have friends with you from far and wide." Pinkie exclaims happily, even though she's supposed to be in hiding.
Starlight nodded, adding with a delightful chuckle, "And to keep you safe from them if they tried to be funny."
"Girls..." Twilight sighed and then hugged her friends. "Thank you so much. Thank you for becoming my true, true friends..."
"Hey, we always stick by your side, despite some bad times, and we're sticking to you like glue."
"Except not so sticky to the point of sticking all over the stage of the Muppet Show," Pinkie exclaims with a grin, making the others chuckle at that.
"If Rainbow's here, she would say random, Pinkie." Spike said to her friend, knowing that is true.
"Is friendship that important?" Rogue asks, pondering as he scratched his chin with one hoof.
"Beats me; But I do know that they really care for each other kinda like sisters." Saber said calmly, with a thoughtful smile. Despite the hard times, they really do care for each other. No one can break that bond.
Blade Dragoon nodded, smiling as he added, "Yes... They do indeed."
----------------
Blade Dragoon informed Virtue's Wives that all of them are leaving. And so, they and others packed up their stuffs and put into the carriage. They all headed off to the south entrance of Xuchang Province, where the road will lead to Mystical Temple.
Twilight and her friends have arrived at the southern entrance of Xuchang Province. They then spotted Anger and Blazefist stood before them.
"What do you think you're doing?" Anger demanded more than he asked.
"I'm accompanying them to the south. They're free to go." Twilight said calmly to Anger, despite the nasty grunt he gave to her.
"Because his brother alive? Sorry to disappoint. I'm not letting you all off the hook."
"Hang on! They got every right now." Applejack protests with an angry pout. "Twilight got the authority to do so."
"Right, at least let us, you big dumb stupid head!" Nyx exclaims sternly. She yelps as Anger growls at her, "Uh, please?"
"Wow. No wonder he's so stubborn." Pinkie mumbles to Saber in disbelief. Anger is stubborn, no matter what timeline that the group are in.
Blazefist overheard her. He gave a cruel smirk while taunting, "Well, Pinkie Pie and Saber Dragoon, we need again. I'm impressed that wild animals like you able to evade the patrols. But not my Zuko; I knew you guys would try to get your friends out of here. Well, too bad, you're not going anywhere."
"Blazefist, why do you have to be so meanie?! Can't you be more friendly like the future? He's really nice, and doesn't do nasty stuff especially talking bad about hippogriffs."
"You're talking to the wrong Blazefist, brat. This Blazefist never ever forgive those monsters for killing my family, friends and clan! As long they're here, I'll wipe them out for good!"
"Oh no...No wonder, Queen Novo and Skystar doesn't trust you so much; you really are Scourge of Hippogriffs." Pinkie protests with a frown on her face. That explains the reason Queen Novo and Skystar doesn't like him so much. This guy has a huge hatred for the Hippogriffs.
"Sounds interesting; I'll deal with hippogriffs after I deal with you and traitors! Oracle Twilight and Blade Dragoon are not allowed to leave!"
Blazefist charged and thrust his Falcon Spear at Pinkie, but deflected by Saber. They both departed at once.
"Back off! That's no way to treat a lady!" Saber exclaims sternly to Blazefist, disgusted by the future Mystic Pony's assault on a lady.
"You should know that you shouldn't trust them too much because they will let you down." Blazefist protests to Saber furiously.
"Or maybe you're too suspicious, buddy; so, back off!"
Blazefist and Saber charged and engaged with each other in a fierce duel. Blazefist swung his Falcon Spear at Saber, who blocked the attack with his Twin Dragon Sabers before kicked him off. Saber charged and readied to strike him down but grabbed and thrown to the ground hard. Blazefist tried to strike him down but Saber recovered by kicking and getting up. Both of them continued swinging their weapons at each other fiercely and determinedly for few rounds.
Blazefist and Saber continued their fierce duel against each other nonstop for few rounds. And never before have they ever fight so hard yet interesting and wild in their lives like they were meant to fight till the end.
Anger and Blade Dragoon glared at each other as they both armed and readied their weapons. Rogue stayed close to the carriage as he has to keep Virtue's wives safe.
Twilight and her friends shouted and demanded their friends to stop fighting.
"That is enough!" The familiar voice of Azure Phoenix roared out. He and Bladestrike have arrived at the scene. This caused everyone to stop, "What is going on?!"
"Azure, these traitors tried to escape and regroup with Virtue!" Anger protested, pointing at the "traitors" in general.
Blazefist nodded while adding, "So, we tried to stop them by any means of necessary! So, they won't be threat to us!"
"Bullcrap," Nyx exclaims angrily. "Mommy has the authority to let Blade Dragoon and his allies to leave!"
"Right! How dare you try to contradict a command by your lord?" Fluttershy snapped at Anger and Blazefist sternly. She then added meekly, "Uh, if you tell us why?"
"Wow. Real good comeback," Starlight remarks to Fluttershy sarcastically.
"I don't care if Oracle permitted them to leave because only Azure allows it!" Anger roared out furiously and sternly on his stance. After all, as long as Azure doesn't allow it, no one leaves....
But to the defiance ones' shock, Azure suddenly spoke, "And I agreed. They have my permission to leave."
"Cousin!"
"You're not serious!" Blazefist protests angrily, but backs off when Azure gives him a dark glare.
"A deal is a deal. We both have upheld the bargain. If his brother is at Mystical Temple, they all are allowed to go. I will not stop you." Azure said calmly. After all, he gave his word, who is he to break it?
"Thank you for being so calmly, lord." Blade Dragoon said, bowing to Azure calmly.
"Right, thanks for at least being the reasonable authority, unless some meanie hippogriff bigoted creeps." Pinkie spoke out, giving a frown to Blazefist who grunts at this.
"Just go." Azure said calmly, as if saying "leave now before I change my mind. "And Oracle..."
Twilight can tell what is on her future mentor's mind. She hold up a hoof as she assured him, "Don't worry, Lord Azure. I keep my word that I will help you. Some of my friends remain with me for helping us to finish our mission."
"Do as you please. I won't bother to say goodbye either. I have my own preparation to make. No doubt that fool will come and wage war again..."
"I wish you well, Lord Azure..." Blade Dragoon said, preparing to take his leave now.
Bladestrike bowed to his friends as he takes his own leave, "Well, my friends."
"Right; I guess this will be the last time for a while." Applejack said as she hugs Twilight calmly.
"Right, I'm sure we will see you again." Starlight said to her mentor/friend while hugging her too.
"I'm sure you will come back." Twilight said, trying to keep herself from crying. "And tell Ben if you find him that I missed him so."
"Right; we will make sure to do that."
"Farewell." Fluttershy said, giving out some more hugs for the last time to the departing ones. It may be a while before her group sees them again.
Blade Dragoon and his allies including Applejack, Pinkie, Starlight and Saber exited the entrance and marched straight to Mystical Temple.
Twilight and her friends turned and returned to the office now. Anger and Blazefist remained behind to watch angrily at their enemies leaving the Xuchang Province.
"What now?" Blazefist whispered to Anger calmly.
"Do what must be done; Alert the rest. They cannot leave this place alive..." Anger spoke out quietly. Azure gave his word that Blade Dragoon and his allies are allowed to leave.
But Blazefist AND Anger didn't.
----------
Blade Dragoon and his allies continued marching to the south. They all have arrived at the first gate, which was guarded by handsome grayish Earth Pony with grayish combed mane and short tail worn the Imperial Phoenix Armor stood and guard it, along with some of troops.
Lieutenant spoke, "Hold it. What do you think you're doing?"
"Going to the Mystical Temple; Let us pass." Blade Dragoon said calmly to the archer.
"No can do, asshole. No one allow to go because you assholes can die in hell! And do you know why? Archer doesn't let assholes like you go because you're gonna be a big problem. And do you know why; because big problem is that-!"
Blade Dragoon swung his Crescent Blue Dragon Blade in decapitating Archer's head off. This scared the ponies, AKA the Archer's men, off.
"He talks too much..." Blade Dragoon said calmly to his group.
"Wait, something ain't right here." Applejack said suspiciously. "These fellows looks like they don't want us to leave."
"Hey, what gives? We are supposed to survive to the end of this series!" Pinkie protests, making her group rolls their eyes at her random comment.
"She's right though. We are allowed to leave here. Azure said so." Starlight said, smelling something off from a mile away.
"You don't think..." Rogue said in concern. What if Azure has went back on his word and demanded their deaths?
Saber interrupts Rogue as he said, "Not Azure. He maybe a tyrant, but he'd never back off his word. This means Anger and Blazefist are behind of this."
"So wait, why do those two went and did this behind Azure's back?" Starlight asks the two in concern. It does make sense that while Azure did keep his word, Anger and Blazefist aren't about to do so!
"They see us a threat to their lord. They want to get rid of us before we could reunite our friends."
"No matter the cost, we will reach our brother. I cannot be stop. We must move now!" Blade Dragoon exclaims, preparing to fight his way through these troops if he must. No one is going to keep him from his brother!
"Right, we got friends to find and a message to give." Applejack said. Twilight wants Ben to tell him that she missed and the Element of Honesty will make sure he gets that message!
"Time to rage war, ha ha ha," Pinkie laughs as she got her party cannon out, preparing for a fight.
"Let's just hope other officers are very cooperative than this big-mouth." Starlight said, preparing for the worst.
Blade Dragoon and his allies continued their march. They all have arrived at the second gate, which was guarded by a drunkard old Unicorn with oddly spiky mane and a young one with white mane.
"I have the pass. Let us through!" Blade Dragoon calls out to the drunk Unicorn, preparing his sword for battle.
Signalling the archers to come out and armed with their arrows, the old Unicorn blew raspberry as he taunts, "How about forget it? This old man doesn't give the shit! The old Sanchez wanna shoot at your ass!"
Monty nodded, adding, "I'm afraid we can't let you go. You're too dangerous! Archers fired!"
The archers fired their arrows at Blade Dragoon and his allies. Luckily, everyone managed to block the attacks with shields and swinging their poles and spears. Unfortunately, Blade Dragoon got hit by some arrows.
Blade Dragoon dropped to the ground hard. Sanchez and Monty laughed as they all charged and attacked him. Unfortunately, they got blocked and killed by both Saber and Rogue. The soldiers panicked and escaped at once. Applejack and her friends approached and checked on Blade Dragoon.
Applejack helped and treated Blade Dragoon's wounds.
"Sugah cube, you okay?" Applejack asks, glancing at her friend's wound. "You need help?'
"I'm fine. Just flesh wound. Thank you two." Blade Dragoon said with a sigh, nodding to Rogue and Saber.
"I'm happy to help." Rogue said with an eager smile.
"Yeah; we wouldn't you get killed when reuniting with brothers..." Saber said with a calm look on his face.
Blade Dragoon smiled and nodded, speaking, "Indeed... We must continue our journey..."
Blade Dragoon and his allies continued their march and headed to the south, where they arrived at the ruined of temple. They were welcomed by a dwarf orange Pegasus worn the minister robe and some monks.
"Hello there. My name is Stewie. I welcome you all for hospitality. I see you all are tired." The dwarf said, glancing at the newcomers.
"So wait, why is there a dwarf here?" Pinkie asks, glancing at Stewie curiously. "Did we end up in Disney?"
"Doubt it." Starlight said, rolling her eyes, "Though his appearance here is a big concern."
"Eeyup; Better watch your back." Applejack whispers to her friends, preparing for the worst if this ends up being trouble like the last two times.
"Thank you. We shall accept it." Blade Dragoon said calmly. At least there is some friendly help, right?
Stewie allowed and led Blade Dragoon and his friends into the temple. He cleared his throat, closing down the door. The monks removed their clothes as they all armed and readied their weapons.
Stewie laughed, "My! Are you really that-?!" He gasped as he found Saber armed and aimed his Twin Dragoon Sabers at him, "Stupid?!"
"I know you too well, Evil Stewie. And that was very poor attempt to ambush us! Go to hell!" Saber exclaims furiously at the one called Evil Stewie. If he thinks he could ambush the heroes, then this dwarf is a dead one!
Stewie screamed as Saber decapitated his head off. He turned and screamed at the soldiers to panic and escaped at once.
"Wait, how did you know this was a trap?" Applejack asks Saber in amazement.
Saber calmly explains, "Temple is most obvious one since monks always clean it properly. And Stewie is also untrustworthy military officer, who tried to take over Azure Phoenix's empire for a lot of times."
"Okay? Why would he keep him?" Rogue asks Saber, pondering why Azure would want Evil Stewie around despite what he did.
Blade Dragoon answers, "He wants someone to get rid of him, without dirtying his hooves. And it's us. After all, Azure Phoenix doesn't like killing his officers unless they betray him."
"Until today; And you know, every officer we met are kinda jerk and asshole. Sorry my language," Applejack remarks a bit, embarrassed for the swearing.
"No problem. We're used to it." Saber said calmly to Applejack. "You aren't the first one to swear and you won't be the last one."
"Just as long as we don't make it a habit," Pinkie spoke out seriously. "Cursing can be a big problem if used too much immaturely.
"It matters little. We must continue our journey. My brother is waiting for us..." Blade Dragoon said as the group resumes their journey.
-----------
In the late evening, Virtue Dragon and his crew (consisting of Dragonspear, Ben and Phobos) were riding their Dragon Steeds and heading straight to the Mystic Temple, which was located on distanced south from Xuchang Province. They have arrived at their destination. They sighed in exhaustion yet relieved.
"My lord, we made it," Dragonspear said in relief.
Virtue nodded, "Yes. Yes, we did. I can only hope that Blade get the message and meet us here."
"I'm sure he'll get it, Lord Virtue. I just hope Twilight is coming back to us too," Ben said hopefully.
Phobos scoffed a bit, "Or maybe stick with bad guys." Ben gave the glare at him. He yelped before whistled innocently, "I mean hopefully, not to stick with bad guys."
"Either way, let us go in now. We'll camp and rest here," Virtue said calmly.
Virtue and his allies were marching straight to Mystic Temple. While they were still riding their dragon steeds, they stopped at once before they heard a loud battle cry. They all got shocked and concerned. They all armed and readied to fight. They encountered couple of militia soldiers worn broken armors and vests, and even headbands around their heads. They were led by a young lighted green Pegasus with shorty black gentle mane and tail and her Cutie Mark is sparkling shield. She armed her both forked spear and giant shield as she's ready to fight.
"Hold it right there, ruffians!" The young mare exclaimed firmly as she aimed her spear at Virtue, "You shall not pass!"
"Stand down, young mare! We do not wish to fight!" Dragonspear pleaded firmly, "Let us pass."
"No, I will not. Back off!" The young mare exclaimed firmly.
The young mare screamed firmly as she charged and rammed her shield and forked spear at Virtue. Dragonspear jumped off from his dragon steed as he thrust his spear at her. She blocked it for the moment. She then deflected the attack off. They both then slammed and swung their spears at each other fiercely, and also blocked and dodged the attacks as well for few rounds. They then moved back before thrust and struck their spears at each other before passing by. They turned back and readied to engage each other again. They then have a clash for the moment. Her soldiers cheered wildly and happily to their leader to win the fight. Ben and Phobos cheered for Dragonspear.
"Hey, what the hell is going on around?!" The tempered voice demanded angrily and annoyingly. Everyone stopped at once. They turned from the bushes. They found a familiar muscular bearded Pegasus with bad temper entered the scene. He demanded, "Can't this guy take a break?! Seriously?!"
"WARPATH!" Virtue, Dragonspear, Ben and Phobos exclaimed in surprise.
"Brother?!" Warpath asked in surprise. He then sobbed and cried tearfully as he charged and gave them a warm hug. He cried, "You're back! You're alive! Thank Mystic! I'm so happy that you're alive!"
Virtue sighed while groaned in pain, "Me too. I'm glad you're alright!"
"Father, you know them?!" Young mare asked suspiciously.
Virtue and his allies were surprise. Warpath put his friends down. He smiled as he turned to his 'daughter', "Oh yes, I do. My little star! Virtue is your uncle, and the rest are my friends." He turned to his friends as he introduction to his daughter, "And this is my favorite twinkle star daughter - Sparkle Shield. She's adopted. Say hello to them, twinkle star."
Sparkle Star nodded as she bowed down before Virtue and his allies, "It is an honor to meet you all. I'm sorry for attacking you. I thought you were working for Azure Phoenix."
"It is alright. You were just protecting your home. That is all." Virtue said calmly.
"Warpath, where're Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset? Are they alright?" Ben asked hopefully. Warpath shown sad and regret looks before looked down. He looked worry and concern, "No..."
"I tried. I really tried. Sorry. I mess it up," Warpath apologized, "The river flow too fast for me to catch up. No telling where they end up to."
Ben shook his head, "It's not your fault. You did your best. I just hope they're alive."
"We will find them soon. I promised." Virtue said firmly, "For now, we need to make preparation."
"For what?" Warpath asked curiously.
"We're waiting for Blade Dragoon's return."
"WHAT?! That traitor! Why do you want that traitor?! He left and abandoned us after Xu Province fallen for that jackass!"
"Warpath. I don't believe Blade Dragoon really betray us. He's just working temporary for Lord Azure until he knows we're alive. We sent the messengers to notified about us. And he should be on his way to us now."
"Yeah. He turn his back on us. I don't believe it."
"Lord Warpath, I understand your anger and upset. But I assure you that Blade Dragoon has not forgotten about the oath he has sworn to." Dragonspear said calmly, "I believe he's coming home."
"Yes, I also believed in him too." Virtue agreed.
Warpath scoffed in anger, "Whatever. If he show up with Imperial Phoenix Army, I'm gonna kill him for good."
"Wow. He's pissed." Phobos joked, "Maybe if I..."
Ben was annoyed as he put a cloth in covering the Moon Dragon's mouth, "Why don't you shut your mouth for once?!"
--------------------------------------------
Blade Dragoon and his team has arrived to another town, where they were greeted by a kindly old pony, who worn a minister's robe. They were now settling down in an inn for resting and sleeping. Blade Dragoon was reading his books. Rogue and Saber were training and sparring with each other for sword-fighting. Applejack made some dinner for her friends to eat. Pinkie sang happily and wildly. Starlight was looking out for Virtue's wives, making sure they're alright.
And at the same time, a group of soldiers were surrounding couple of villages. They all armed with their weapons and torches as if they're ready to attack. Among them were led by the mayor's subordinates - Bullock and Hook. They have been ordered to burnt down the village to finish off the intruders. They both approached to an inn. They're both curios and wonder about the guests he was keeping.
"Geez, Bullock, do you know who are the guests the mayor is keeping in?" Hook asked.
"No idea. But we're about to find out," Bullock said calmly as he and his friend hid behind the walls. They took the peek through the window, where they found a familiar group they never expected to meet again. He gasped, "It's him?! He's here!"
"Who?!"
"Blade Dragoon! The warrior, who spared our lives and to make a better living!"
"What?! Really?!  He's really here?! He's the guest we're supposed to kill?!"
"Oh Mystic's Sake! How could we?! He spared and saved our lives! We can't turn that debt away! We owe him!"
"And we'd better help him now while we still can before it's too late!"
"Then, let's do it."
Both Bullock and Hook knocked the door, which Blade Dragoon allowed them in. As they entered the inn, they bowed down before him. They then looked at him firmly, which surprise everyone in.
"Hey, you're the guys with Yellow Scarf Rebels!" Pinkie exclaimed in shock.
"Former Yellow Scarf Rebels," Hook corrected.
Bullock nodded, "It's an honor to meet you again, Lord Blade Dragoon!"
"Bullock and Hook. It's good to meet you all again. I see you all are working for Chadzmuth. It seems you indeed have change for better. Well done," Blade Dragoon said calmly and proudly, "So, what brings you here?"
"We came to warn you," Hook said in concern.
Bullock nodded, "You're all need to get out of here now! Chazmuth is gonna set the fire on inn and kill you all!" Everyone was in shock and concern. He nodded in fear, "There's no time. We must go now!"
"Understood. If you hadn't warn me in time, we would have been killed," Blade Dragoon said before bowed humbly, "Thank you, my friends."
"It's an honor. But my lord, will you allow me and Hook to join you?" Bullock asked hopefully while bowing down.
Hook nodded, "Yes. Ever since you saved and spared our lives, we've wished to repay the debt to you. Serving you is the least what we can do for that reward. Please let us join you."
Blade Dragoon was having thoughts about declining their offers, but he knew that they risked everything to help him and his friends. He sighed, "Alright. I accept it. Guide us to escape as my first order."
"Lord!" Bullock and Hook exclaimed.
"You'd think we can trust them?" Applejack asked in concern.
Starlight nodded, "Yeah. What if they're lying?"
"They won't," Blade Dragoon said firmly, "I've witnessed their action and compassion. They're the ponies of honor and just. They can be trusted. We cannot wasted such talented and good ponies like them. We must leave now."
Blade Dragoon and his allies have packed their stuffs, and even gotten the wives into the carriage. They all immediately leave the village at once. They also followed Bullock and Hook. His newly subordinates helped and guided to another exit, avoiding the ambush and traps made by Chadzmuth. They all managed to escape it. But they were being followed by Chadzmuth and his soldiers. As they were about to engage and take down the escapees, both Bullock and Hook turned back and attacked him at once. He swung and threw his flail with iron mace in lassoing the corrupted mayor's legs, before Hook charged and cut him down in pieces. The soldiers screamed in fear as they turned and escaped at once.
On the next day, Blade Dragoon and his allies continued march and headed straight to Mystic Temple, hoping to reunite with Virtue and their friends. They then come across to another base, which was guarded by Weasel, who refused to let him and his allies in. Nevertheless, Blade Dragoon charged and swung his Blue Dragon Crescent Blade at him at ease. They then proceeded and headed straight to the temple now.
--------------------------------------------
In the late afternoon, Blade Dragoon and his allies have arrived at their destination, where they found Virtue and his allies were waiting. And just before Virtue could do anything, Warpath held him back as if something bad is happening. Unknown to Blade Dragoon's team, they have been followed by Anger, Blazefist and some unit. Virtue and his friends were in shock and concern of what they just saw.
Warpath huffed in anger, "So, he and assholes are really sided with Azure Phoenix." He drank the gourd for the moment before threw it away. He armed and readied his Forked Serpentine Spear-like, "Alright! You'd know, I've always wanted to fight you one time!"
Blade Dragoon sighed, "Warpath, perhaps another time, my brother." Everyone was in shock and confused by his words. He turned to his friends, "Go now! I'll hold them off now!"
Anger screamed, "Blade Dragoon, you're mine!"
Anger screamed as he charged and attacked Blade Dragoon, who quickly blocked and deflected the attacks. He turned back as he swung his Blue Dragon Crescent Blade at Anger, who blocked the attack for the moment. They then resumed swinging and striking their blades at each other for few times. Applejack and her friends moved and guided the carriage to Virtue and his allies, who were in shock and confuse of what they just saw. Blade Dragoon was fighting against Anger, who was determined to bring him down. Blazefist and his soldiers were about to attack them, but they all got struck and knocked out by him. Blade Dragoon armed and readied to fight back.
Anger, Blazefist and their soldiers gave their battle cry as they all charged and attacked Blade Dragoon, who blocked and dodged the attacks while swinging his blade at them at ease. Nevertheless, both officers continued their fierce assaults at him. They both continued swinging their blades at him, who struggled to block and hold his ground. He was being push down. He can't hold the attacks much longer. And just before they could land their final blow, they got blocked and pushed back by Bladestrike.
"What the hell are you doing?!" Anger demanded.
Blazefist nodded, "Get out of the way. We have to stop and kill him now!"
"Stopping you from making mistakes," Bladestrike said firmly. Anger and Blazefist were annoyed. He continued, "Lord Azure also wished to talk with you for disobeying his order and went back on him."
Anger and Blazefist groaned in anger as they gestured their soldiers turn and moved out. They all headed off and returned to Xuchang Province. Bladestrike sighed in relief that he has stopped the fight in time.
"Bladestrike, thank you for your help again," Blade Dragoon said humbly.
"It's the least I can do for what you have done for me. Now go and reunite with your brothers." Bladestrike said calmly. He turned and looked at his friend, "But the next time we meet, we will be enemies."
Blade Dragoon nodded understandingly, "Yes, we will. Farewell, old friend."
"Goodbye, old friend," Bladestrike said in calm voice.
Bladestrike turned and headed off at once. Blade Dragoon turned and marched towards his allies. Virtue and his allies were in shock and confuse of what they just saw. The warrior bowed down humbly before his brothers.
"Brother... At last... At last I have found you," Blade Dragoon said tearfully and happily. Virtue looked touched and happy. He continued, "My place is here, beside you, my lord and brother!"
Virtue smiled as he helped Blade Dragoon to get up, "Welcome home, my brother."
"Indeed. I knew you haven't forgotten your oath to him. You never will, right, Lord Warpath?" Dragonspear asked amusingly.
Warpath yelped before laughed nervously as he quickly make some excuses, "I knew it! I knew it! Our brother would never betray us! Deep down, I've always knew that!"
Everyone sighed in annoyance at Warpath's making excuses. Nevertheless, they all laughed happily and amusingly. Virtue and his allies chatted and have their moments. Ben and his friends did the same thing as well for they're reunited again.
"Glad you're back with us," Ben said in relief. He then shown upset and worried, "She's not coming back?"
Applejack sighed, "Sorry, Ben. She said she's staying back, hoping she can change Azure Phoenix's views that 'Friendship is Magic. But don't worry, Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike are with her. And that way, she won't forget about us or letting them tried to manipulate and tricked her to join them. And also, she said she's still missed and loved you, no matter what."
"That's a relief," Ben said happily.
"All we just have to do is that we prepare to fight back and win the war," Starlight said firmly.
"Yeah! Azure Phoenix, watch out coz we're coming back to bite you!" Pinkie exclaimed proudly.
Ben showed his firm and determined face, "Yeah. We definitely are..."
END...
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Next Chapter 20 - The Little Conqueror in Peril: While preparing the army for war against Azure Phoenix; Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset must work together to protect Brave Tiger as rumors spread that he will die. And also, they must find and defeat Unalaq, the pony who is responsible of killing Courage Tiger. Can they stop him and save Brave Tiger? Time can tell...


	
		Chapter 20: The Little Conqueror in Peril



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 20: A Little Conqueror in Peril

"While Brave Tiger and the Tiger Clan were still securing and stabilizing the Wuhu River; however, the Little Conqueror's eyes were already focused on the next threat on his plans," Narrator narrated, "His name was Azure Phoenix, the Hero of Chaos. A warlord, who would sacrifice anything to realize his ambition. Be it his friends, his people or even the Emperor himself. And after hearing rumors from the Emperor's soldiers and his ponies, Brave Tiger saw and understood the dark nature of Azure Phoenix's Heart."
After their previous battles with Greed Broke, Brave Tiger and his Tiger Clan were governing and stabilizing their own home - Wuhu River, making sure it's properly guarded and ponies treated well as well. While his ministers and officers were doing their duty, Brave Tiger was distracted as he was thinking about Azure Phoenix, and the rumors of him being a powerful yet dangerous warlord for his ambitious and dark nature for using any means of necessary to realize his ambition, no matter the cost. This make the Little Conqueror uneasy and worried about the future of his clan and home.
"Following the defeat of Greed Broke, Virtue Dragon rebelled against Azure Phoenix. However, possessing superior military might, Azure Phoenix quickly scattered Virtue Dragon's forces, and moved his troops to the north. His destination was the fields of Great Fortress, where he would challenge Noble Guild for supremacy over the land. Thus, he showed a slight gap in his defenses."
Brave Tiger talked with Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset about their latest adventure and battles they have especially fighting off Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army during the Battle of Xu Province. And now, he received reports from his soldiers that Azure Phoenix has gathered and prepared the army for battle against Noble Guild and his Griffon Army at the Battle of Great Fortress.
"This was all Brave Tiger and Riverstrike needed. They're all make some necessary preparation to invade Xuchang Province. And hopefully, they have the element surprise to defeat Azure Phoenix..."
Brave Tiger and Riverstrike gathered both ministers and officers for discussion that they have decided and planned to attack Xuchang Province while the Imperial Phoenix Main Force were focusing on their battle against Noble Guild and his forces. This is their chance now...
--------------------------------------------
In the guest's room; Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset were having the discussion as they all couldn't believe in their eyes and ears that they now have their chance to invade the Xuchang Province and defeat Azure Phoenix. And also, they have the chance to save Twilight and the remaining friends of theirs as well.
"I can't believe this is happening," Rainbow said happily, "We're gonna do this! Brave Tiger is gonna help us now!"
"Indeed, we do, Rainbow." Rarity sighed, "I'm just glad that we didn't take this too long. I cannot imagine of how badly mistreatment Twilight and her friends might get especially being forced to watch and slaughter the innocent."
Sunset nodded, "Yeah. It won't be long now."
"And you think we can win?" Rarity asked, "Remember the last battle? It was awfully dreadful for us to bear!"
"That was because we've got caught unprepared. But this, we are," Rainbow said firmly, "And trust me, I really gonna kick his ass for good! We made promises to Twilight that we have to win."
Sunset sighed, "Let's hope we can make it out alive first."
"Good idea," Rarity said in agreement. She then heard some whispers from the room's outside. She psst to her friends, "Listen!" 
Landing and leaning their ears against the door; Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset eavesdropped on the conversation. Three of them looked worry and uneasy as they don't really like it.
"Lord Azure Phoenix must receive this letter now! Brave Tiger must not usurped the throne and kill our only hope! The Little Conqueror has no right to take Prime Minister's place! He must died!"
Rainbow gasped before groaned in anger before shouted, "FEARSTROKE! HOW DARE YOU?!"
Rainbow rammed through the door as she attacked both Chancellor Neighsay-based pony structure, who worn purple Chinese Minister's Robe - Fearstroke and the rest of his conspirators. She landed some punches and kicks on them until they all got unconsciousness. Rarity and Sunset looked surprise and shock of what they just saw.
"I can't believe that they have Chancellor Neighsay here!" Rarity rebuffed in anger.
"Rarity. That's Fearstroke, not him, remember," Sunset reminded Rarity.
Rarity sighed, "I know, darling. But looking at him often anger me because he was racist pony."
"Well, he's not. This is Fearstroke," Rainbow said firmly before held Fearstroke's collar up, "And we're gonna deliver this jerk to Brave Tiger now! He's got some explaining to do now..."
--------------------------------------------
Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset escorted Fearstroke and his conspirators to the throne chamber, where Brave Tiger and his officials were gathered and discussed their plans of the attack on Xuchang Province. Mane Three reported and explained Fearstroke's treachery to them about it. They were all in shock and angered by the minister's betrayal and plans. Most of officials glared at him while Brave Tiger remained firm and calm to look at him.
"Why? How could you do this to us?" Brave Tiger demanded in anger yet disappointed.
"Because you planned to attack the Emperor!" Fearstroke explained in concern, "And so, I did the right thing. I planned to send message to him about your treachery."
"You've got it all wrong. Our target is not the Emperor; it is Azure Phoenix."
"It's the same thing! Lord Azure Phoenix is a loyal retainer of the Qin! He fights for His Majesty!"
"What?!  Are you kidding me?!" Rainbow asked in anger.
"How can you be stupid?! Azure Phoenix is a liar!" Rarity exclaimed, "He abused the Emperor's authority to realize his ambition. He even sacrificed his own soldiers to accomplish!"
"That's because it's for the Emperor! Some sacrifice are necessary to accomplish the goal! And Lord Azure Phoenix is the pony!" Fearstroke snapped at Rainbow and Rarity. He turned and glared at Brave Tiger, "Is it Tiger Clan's way... to stab such a stallion in the back especially listening to these rebels?"
"How dare you?!" Mane Three demanded in anger.
"Hey! That's not fair!" Brave Tiger snapped firmly, "We are a noble family, and these three are my friends. I trusted them since they help and saved my home! And I'm gonna help them now. But first, we need to deal with you."
Fearstroke gasped, "Y-You're going to kill me too, aren't you?"
Everyone turned and looked at Brave Tiger, who remained firm and calm while glaring at Fearstroke. Mane Three were worried and concern about what he was thinking while both ministers and officers remained silent yet firm and calm.
"No, I won't kill you," Brave Tiger answered firmly. Everyone and even Fearstroke were surprised by his answer. He continued, "But you're still facing the consequence for treason, badmouthing about me and my family and also conspiring with our enemy. I not only strip your title, career, wealth, home and district but also you will be banished from our home. You and your loyalists will never ever return here again. But if you do or even attempted to mass the army or alert Azure Phoenix about this, I will kill you. Do you understand?"
Fearstroke was annoyed yet angered by Brave Tiger's decision, nevertheless, he bowed down humbly while looking down as he muttered, "Thank you, my lord."
Fearstroke and his conspirators turned and walked away. The Tiger Clan and Mane Three can only watched and witnessed them marching out of the throne chamber. And at the same, they all were concern as the gave some thoughts about Fearstroke and his next plans.
"Brave, are you certain that banishing him will be enough?" Riverstrike asked in concern, "I feared that he will go against your order and rebel against you."
"If I executed him, I'd be no better than Azure Phoenix. And even if he tried, he will be dead. I already warned him before," Brave Tiger said firmly, "Let him try."
Riverstrike sighed, "I hope you are right, Brave...
--------------------------------------------
Deep within the dark forest, Fearstroke, worn his hooded cloak, has arrived and then entered the dark yet abandoned mansion. He then encountered and found a familiar unicorn sitting down on his chair as he drank his tea calmly. The magician looked up and smiled at him.
"I've been expecting you," Unalaq said calmly. Fearstroke threw the bag of bits to him. He hummed while holding and looking at the bag, "What do you wish me to do?"
Fearstroke shown his angry and raging eyes, "Revenge. Take the life of Brave Tiger. If I sacrficed my life to do it, then so be it. This is for the greater good."
Unalaq smiled darkly, "It will be done, Fearstroke. I promise you."
-------------------------------------------- 
While Tiger Clan and their loyal soldiers were making preparation for the assaults on Xuchang Province, Brave Tiger and his family went out for training and hunt down on some dangerous wild animals. They have five more days before they could march and invade their enemies' territories. Rainbow went with Brave Tiger and Aqua. Rarity followed both Courage Tiger and Scarblade. Sunset gone with both Riverstrike and Tigress. They all were searching and hunting down some wild and dangerous predators for honing their skills and abilities.
During their hunt, Brave Tiger spotted a wild tiger. He aimed and shot the arrow straight at it, but missed and hit the tree. The tiger quickly made their escape.
"Damn it! You almost got it!" Aqua exclaimed in disappointed.
"Yeah. It's not a tiger for nothing," Brave Tiger commented before chuckled a bit, "Next time, I'll get him! That's for sure."
"Okay. Seriously, why do we hunt again?" Rainbow asked in concern, "I mean we're ponies. We eat vegetables, you know. Be glad that Fluttershy isn't here to watch it."
Brave Tiger scoffed, "I told you before, Dash. We're just honing our skills and abilities. And even though we get one injured, we treated them properly and let them go. So, don't worry about it."
Rainbow sighed, "Sure. Why not?" She looked up and noticed the forest was getting foggier and darker. She gulped, "Uh, guys, is it me or this forest is getting creepy than before?"
"Yeah. I did notice it," Aqua said in concern. She then realized something before smirked amusingly, "Don't tell me that you're scared now.""
"I am not!" Rainbow snapped in annoyance.
"Quiet!" Brave Tiger snapped firmly while looking around of his surroundings, "Something's not right. Where're others?"
"No idea..." Rainbow said in concern.
"Brave Tiger." Fearstroke's voice called. He, Unalaq in his hooded cloak and couple of soldiers have arrived to the scene. He narrowed his eyes in anger, "Your time is up! It's time for you to meet your end!"
"Huh? Fearstroke?" Brave Tiger asked in shock and concern before looked at Unalaq, who lowered down his hood. He then asked, "And... who're you?"
Rainbow groaned, "Unalaq! Damn you!"
Aqua gasped, "Unalaq?! The same guy..." 
Rainbow explained while armed with her nunchucks, "Yeah! He's the one, who took your father! I'm gonna kill you!"
Brave Tiger hissed as he armed with his tonfas, "I'm gonna make him pay for this! Why are you siding with him, Fearstroke?!"
"To do what is right! Look back on the path you have walked, one twisted by power. The cries of hatred and flames of anger shall now become a vortex." Fearstroke said firmly, "Sucked down into it, you shall meet your end here!"
"Why don't you shut the hell up, jackass?!" Aqua exclaimed in anger as she armed with her Tiger Claws.
Rainbow nodded, "Yeah! Let's get started now!"
Brave Tiger ans his friends were about to attack both Fearstroke, Unalaq and couple of soldiers. Fearstroke nodded to Unalaq. The magician's eyes glowed in dark as he summoned and struck a powerful gust in blowing them back a bit. And the next thing they know is that they're now in middle of dark forest with fog. They were in shock and confuse by it. They all armed with their weapons for the fight. Suddenly, a hail of arrow shot out and struck down on them. Luckily, Rainbow performed a powerful twister to blow them away. They turned to their back, where they found the entrance was blocked by a group of shadowy ghoul soldiers.
"What the hell?!" Brave Tiger demanded in shock.
"No clue. We've gotta get out of here now!" Rainbow said in concern.
"Brave! Aqua! Rainbow!"
Three of them turned back and found the rest of their friends and allies have arrived and regrouped with them.
"Where were you?!" Rainbow asked in concern.
"Forgive us. We got held up by some sort of sorcery." Riverstrike explained.
"Is this the work of Unalaq again?" Rarity asked in concern.
Rainbow nodded, "It is."
"Oh no... " Sunset said in concern, "If this is like Three Kingdoms, this is where Brave Tiger died."
"We can't let that happen!" Rainbow said firmly, "I may have let Claw Tiger died. There is no way I'm gonna let Brave died! Not on my watch!"
"I'm not sure of what's going on, but for now we just need to get out of here!" Brave Tiger said firmly, "Let's go now!"
Brave Tiger and his team screamed wildly as they all charged straight at the enemies. They must escaped before anything bad happens like they get trapped and killed by Fearstroke and Unalaq. 
--------------------------------------------
Fearstroke and Unalaq were hiding behind the forest. They witnessed Brave Tiger and his friends struggled to fight off some strange ghoulish soldiers while trying to find a way to escape.
"Are you certain that they won't escape? Can you at least promise me the death of Brave Tiger?!" Fearstroke demanded more than he asked. He will be pissed if otherwise.
"Do not worry. I will make sure that the Little Conqueror die. For they will soon face their darkest hour," Unalaq assures as his eyes glowed in darkness while his horn glowed darkly, "no one can overcome it."
Unalaq fired and shoot out the powerful magic spell to the sky. It then burst into meteor showers-like light stars. They all descended and dropped upon them. No telling what dark sorcery Unalaq has unleashed...
------------------------
Brave Tiger and his allies have managed to overcome the soldiers. They have arrived at the garrison, which closed down at once. And soon, it was getting foggier and darker than before.
They became alerted as they armed and readied their weapons for the fight.
"Unalaq; Come and fight, you coward," Rainbow yells out in determination and fury.
Unalaq's Voice on the other hoof spoke out mockingly, "No... I'll stay here and watch you to suffer and struggle for your survival. After all, you did let your father died..."
"Bullcrap," Rarity screams out furiously. "You're the one responsible!"
"Get your fat flank out here so I can kick it!" Rainbow exclaims in agreement and fury.
"Everypony, calm down; this is exactly what he wants! Don't let him get to you! He wants you all to lose your temper and get killed!" Sunset insisted, trying her best to calm the others down.
Brave remarked furiously, "Well, he got the wrong ponies to pick a fight with! I'm now really pissed."
"Right, you mess with the Minotaur, you get the horns, bud!" Rainbow exclaims with some of the others calling out in agreement. Unalaq is going down!
Unalaq's voice just gives out a cruel chuckle, "Then, prepare yourself to face your demons of the past!"
The shadowy goo emerged from the ground. It formed into the form of Fearstroke.
"Bringer of Disaster; you killed me, Brave Tiger!" Fearstroke calls out, much to Brave's shock. No, it can't be!
"Wha; Fearstroke; what is this?! I thought you're..." Brave begins to speak, looking shocked and disbelief at this.
"I saw through your ruthless ambition! I was a threat, so you had me killed!"
"No! I have no desire to rule over the land! All I want is peace, for my family and my friends."
Another shadowy goo slowly formed into another officer. He snarled angrily at Brave Tiger, " If you only want peace for your family and friends, then why did you need to take Wuhu River?!"
Brave Tiger shook his head while protesting, "Wuhu River belongs to my ancestors... It was our land! Is it so bad to want that for my family?"
Another goo formed into another yet scary officer. He hissed in anger, scaring the girls off, " And now you planned to lay siege on Xuchang, where the Emperor resides. And you say you're not a pony of ambition?"
"The Emperor is nothing more than Azure Phoenix's puppet! Azure Phoenix is too dangerous to be allowed to rule!"
Fearstroke just scoffs at this claim, "So, you wish to rule in Azure Phoenix's stead?! You desire power. You want it! Admit it!"
Brave Tiger shook his head, answering, "No... "
"Don't listen to them, Brave! They're not real!" Rainbow exclaims to Brave. She knows what's going on here. Unalaq is making illusions to make Brave doubt himself and make the hero easier to get rid of!
Sunset nodded as she said in agreement, "Rainbow's right. None of them are real! Fearstroke isn't dead! He's hiding! He wants you go crazy and break, so they can finish you off; don't t let them get to you!"
"Right, overcome it, Brave Tiger!"
"Yeah, overcome it, darling!" Rarity exclaims in agreement.
All Supports Brave Tiger to overcome it. The warrior pauses then looks determined. That is enough for him!
"You're right. I didn't conquer Wuhu River for myself! I do it for all of this for my family, for my friends! Go to hell, jackass!" Brave Tiger exclaims as he gets ready to fight. These illusions will not deter him anymore!
Fearstroke's Ghost hissed, "Get them now!"
Fearstroke screamed in anger, along with two officers charged in to attack. More of Phantom Soldiers also joined the battlefield.
Rainbow quickly unleashed her twister attack in pushing and knocking most of them aside. And at the same time, Rarity and Sunset fired their Force-Field Shields in pushing them away. Scarblade helped and defended Courage Tiger, who got attacked by some phantom soldiers. Aqua and Tigress teamed up and fought back. Brave Tiger and Riverstrike defended each other while striking back at their enemies hard including Fearstroke and two officers' ghosts into pieces.
With the enemies defeated, the garrison opened its door. Brave Tiger and their friends headed off at once to another area.
Arriving to another garrison, it closed again. Brave Tiger and their friends armed and readied for the next fight.
Unalaq's Voice mockingly spoke, "Time for your next test. Let's see how much you love your ponies now."
Suddenly, Tiger Clan Soldiers appeared out of nowhere. They all armed with their weapons. They all charged and attacked Brave Tiger and their friends, who were in shock and concern.
"What the; Hey, it's me! Don't you recognize me?!" Brave exclaims as he dodges an attack by the event.
"Hey, what are you doing?! Stop it!" Courage protests as he moves to avoid a beam from an attacker.
"Man, what is what with you guys?!" Rainbow pleads, begging the soldiers to stop; what are with these guys?!
"What's wrong with them?!" Rarity protests in horror while dodging an attack.
Courage answers, "I have no idea. We don't want to hurt them! We must defensive at all cost!"
Brave Tiger and their team did their best to block the attacks while pushing and moving the soldiers aside. They didn't want to kill and hurt them. 
However, Sunset and Scarblade remained firm and determined as they both attacked and killed the soldiers.
"What the hell are you doing?!" Brave Tiger yells out in alarm. Are these two wanting to do this; why are they killing their allies?!
"Sunset, are you crazy?!" Rarity screeches out to her friend in disbelief.
"Stop it, they don't know what they're doing!" Courage exclaims in alarm.
"Guys, they're not real! They're illusions, created by Unalaq!" Sunset exclaims, reminding them of one detail: nothing here is real. Unalaq is once again trying to mess with them!
"That doesn't make sense!"
Tigress nodded while adding, "Yeah; Why would he do that?!"
"Think about it. Unalaq still wants to break and kill Brave Tiger!" Sunset points out to her friends, making them think.
Scarblade was the first to get it, speaking, "They're right. None of them are real!"
"I agree with them. We did not order the soldiers to follow us since we began our hunt. They're indeed illusions. We must destroy them now before they do it!" Riverstrike exclaims in determination, recalling what they did or didn't do.
"If we're gonna get out of here, we have to fight." Brave Tiger said, knowing what much be done. Illusions or no, they must fight out of this hell!
"That doesn't mean I like it." Rainbow mumbles to herself uneasily.
"Indeed. Just imagine if... If its Hippogriffs attack us because of the mistake we make." Rarity shudders, still recalling Twilight's mistake that almost ruined the friendship between the ponies and their Hippogriffs allies.
"Rarity, never talk about that again."
"Sorry. Just can't get over the mistake we make."
Brave Tiger and his friends easily fought and attacked their 'soldiers', though they truly hated it a lot. As soon as they defeated the 'soldiers', they all disappeared at once.
Unalaq's voice mockingly adds, "No mercy... Even for those whom you once called friends. My boy, you are as ruthless as Azure Phoenix."
"Shut up!" Brave Tiger snarls furiously. Unalaq has no right even saying that about him!
"Right, what gives you the right to say that?!" Tigress demands furiously. "At least Brave Tiger isn't a coward like you!"
"Right, cluck, cluck! Come out here, chicken!" Rainbow mocks Unalaq, wanting him riled up to come out and try to get payback for the insults.
"Or a coward is more like it." Rarity remarked angrily and in agreement.
The garrison's door opened and led Brave Tiger and his friends to the castle's walls.
"Come. We're not done yet." The voice of Unalaq taunts some more. Looks like taunts from the heroes aren't enough to get him to come out apparently.
"Oh! We definitely now! I'm gonna kill you, asshole!" Rainbow exclaims furiously.
Brave Tiger and his team entered the castle, where they were facing the phantom version of Unalaq himself.
"You; this is all just trickery! It's all lies!" Brave Tiger exclaims furiously at the enemy.
"Bad enough you caused hell in the past and will in the future, but this?!" Sunset exclaims furiously, "How do you sleep at night?!"
"If you sleep at all," Courage remarked with a scoff of disgust at Unalaq.
"You must see what you have done. You must know the sins you have committed." Unalaq remarked tauntingly to the heroes' annoyance; more of this stuff and lies?!
"Sins; you're the one, who caused this mess!" Rainbow exclaims angrily at the villain.
"Right, don't give us that mess, darling." Rarity remarked. She pauses to think then add, "I take it back. You don't deserve to be called darling."
"More like a son of a Diamond Dog!" Sunset exclaims madly, high-hoofing Rainbow for that.
Unalaq smirked while adding, "We shall see."
Unalaq disappeared at once. Three leaders including Greed Broke stood before them.
"Oh horsecrap, not this again," Rainbow mumbles in annoyance. "Can't Unalaq come up with anything new?"
"Right; Just the same old thing, over and over and over again," Tigress sighs, shaking her head in disgust.
Mercenary Leader snarls at Brave Tiger, "You're no leader! You're nothing more than a filthy bandit, who destroyed the peace of Wuhu River."
Wuhu River's Former Leader spoke in agreement, "I am of Imperial Blood, and yet you put me in the ground; How dare you criticize Azure Phoenix, you hypocrite!"
"Brave Tiger, you traitor! Do you forget who it was who saved you when your father died?" Greed Broke exclaims furiously, pointing a claw at Brave Tiger furiously.
Rainbow rolls her eyes as she remarks, "Or maybe you need reminder that you tried to abandon them! That's how I remember!"
"Yep, figures. Just dumb illusions." Sunset sighs in annoyance.
"Right; we already figured it out by now." Scarblade added dryly.
Brave Tiger groaned, "You are nothing more than conjurer's tricks"
"Yeah! I don't know why the hell you wanna mess up with our minds. But I am seriously pissed!" Rainbow exclaims furiously, ready to kick some flank again.
The phantom leaders screamed in anger as they all charged and readied to strike down their enemies. Scarblade charged in as he swiftly cut them down at ease.
"Enemy defeated." Scarblade announces with a nod.
"I'm getting sick of this illusion! Why can't that jerk come out and fight?!" Tigress exclaims in annoyance. Either Unalaq come out now or not at all!
"He's coward. That's what. Let's move it now!" Brave Tiger exclaims furiously.
One way or another, Unalaq will answer for his crimes!
-------------
Brave Tiger and his allies searched and looked around as they were hunting down Unalaq. They arrived at the supply depot, where they found him standing there.
"All right, Unalaq. No more tricks." Brave Tiger said in determination as he gets his weapon ready.
"We came all this way, beaten your illusions thus far, and now we're here." Sunset said sternly.
"So what do you got to say now?" Rainbow taunts the enemy in amusement.
Unalaq smirked before cleared his throat. The shadowy figure slowly emerged from the tent. He revealed himself into a familiar figure.
"My children..." Claw Tiger said calmly, much to everyone's surprise and not so surprise.
"Father," Brave Tiger yelps in shock and disbelief, yet anger as he suspects what's truly going on.
"Claw Tiger," Most of everyone yells out in shock and disbelief.
"Everypony, remember! That's illusion! He's dead! Claw Tiger is not real!" Sunset exclaims, pointing out that fact. This isn't really Claw Tiger but another one of Unalaq's evil traps!
Brave Tiger was able to snap out of it. He screams out in fury, "Son of a bitch; How dare you impersonate my father?!"
"You will regret it!" Courage exclaims furiously. Doing this is a new NEW low for Unalaq!
"We will kill you for this!" Tigress snarls in determination, ready to kill at any given moment.
"I am getting sick of lies and illusions!" Aqua exclaims furiously.
Unalaq smirked as he spoke, "It is time to see who you really are. Would you defeat any who stand in your way?"
Rainbow screamed as she punched Unalaq's face to the ground, "Why don't you shut up?!" Unalaq quickly disappeared at once. "Come out and fight us!"
"I rather you answer my question!"
"You have no right to make us answer your stupid question or even use their father against them!" Rarity exclaims sternly.
"We can't do it." Courage Tiger sighs a bit in concern and all of of the sudden.
Tigress nodded as she added, "He's our father."
Brave Tiger on the other hand spoke up, "No, he's not. Our father's gone. If it is mere vision from past, then I have no qualms. I will protect my family and my friends. My father entrusted me with that task, and I will carry it out my own way!"
"That's the spirit." Riverstrike said in approval. At least Brave Tiger hasn't fallen back into the illusion here!
Brave Tiger sighed, "Father, I'd never really get a chance to say how much I'm sorry for not saving you. But I'm gonna make sure that son of a bitch used you like tool!"
Brave Tiger screamed in anger as he charged straight at Claw Tiger, who remained calm and firm while prepared to strike his enemy down. And just before the phantom could do it, Brave Tiger has struck first. Claw Tiger's Phantom disappeared at once.
As soon as the castle's entrance opens, Brave Tiger and his allies exited it. They found Unalaq stood before them. He armed with his magical aura powers.
"Unalaq; you have gone too far! It's time for you to pay your crimes!" Brave exclaims furiously to his enemy.
"Never mind that, I wanna rip him from limb to limb!" Aqua exclaims, snarling as she got a water attack ready.
"Take a number." Rainbow remarks in fury as she gears herself for a fight.
Unalaq laughed, "Then, come and face me, boy; Time to see your true determination. I will face you, with everything I have."
"No more illusions this time!" Sunset exclaims sternly. "Just do this!"
Scarblade screamed in anger as he charged and swung his katna at Unalaq, who swiftly and magically dodged the attacks before firing the blasts hitting him off. Rainbow, Tigress and Aqua charged in as they tried to land some punches on Unalaq, who easily and quickly dodge and block the attacks for few rounds before unleashing a powerful beam in knocking them off. Sunset and Rarity fired their Unicorn Bursts as they tried to hit him but Unalaq continued teleporting from one place to another for few rounds until he came to the front of them, where he unleashed a powerful blast in knocking them out.
Courage Tiger groaned in anger as he tried to strike Unalaq, but blocked before got kicked off. Riverstrike swung and struck his pole at Unalaq, who summoned and used his pole to fight back for few rounds. Both of them continued attacking at each other until Riverstrike tripped Unalaq before slammed his pole on him but missed as the latter disappeared and reappeared from behind. Unalaq fired his magical blast in hitting him to the ground.
"Just what are you?" Brave Tiger screamed in anger as he tried to hit Unalaq, but the latter kept on teleporting while taunting at him by far and near to him.
"You were fortunate enough to be born with fame, charisma and luck many time that of other stallions. Therefore, your life will last only half as long as other stallions." Unalaq taunted wickedly to the stallion.
"No! What the hell are you talking about?!"
Unalaq smirked while just saying, "Say goodbye."
Fearstroke and his conspirators are armed with their bows and arrows. They all aimed their weapons at Brave Tiger's family and friends.
"Time to die, tyrant beast," Fearstroke remarked wickedly. Everyone else looks alarmed. This was a trap!
"Nooooooooooo," Brave Tiger screams out in horror.
Fearstroke and his conspirators fired their arrows. They all flew straight at Brave Tiger's family and friends.
"Everypony, moved!" Rainbow calls out to the others.
"We may not be able to get out of the way in time!" Rarity exclaims in worry, fearing that no matter how fast they are, the arrows will get them.
"At least try, Rarity!"
Rainbow and her friends struggled to get out as the arrows were almost and about to hit them. However, Brave Tiger came and stretched his hooves out as he shielded them from getting hit. The arrows have struck on him, causing him to fall down hard.
Brave Tiger weakly groans, "Not...A... Chance..."
"Yeessssss," Fearstroke laughs madly. Just as planned: Brave Tiger got killed, no matter how he tries to save his loved ones!
"Brave! Nooooooooooo," Rainbow exclaims in horror, fearing the worst. Not again!
"Oh my God, they killed Brave Tiger!" Sunset exclaims as the others looks horrified, shocked and alarmed.
"You bastard....YOU BASTARD!!!!"
"Why is it no matter what happens, it all ends in death." Rarity groans out, shaking her head in sadness.
It's like it's destined no matter what!
Fearstroke laughed insanely yet amusingly,  "Yes! Death to the Little Conqueror! That's what you get for destroying my life! How do you like that?!"
Angered by Fearstroke's constant and insane laughter, Aqua screamed as she thrust her Tiger Claws at his chest. He coughed painfully as he bleed to death. The rest of his conspirators yelped and gasped in shock and worried. Unalaq quickly escaped the scene by teleportation. They were about to attack until they got cut down by Scarblade's quick and swift strike. Aqua looked at the corpse as she couldn't help but shown remorse and uneasy about it. Both Tigress and Rainbow approached her at once. Rarity, Sunset and even Scarblade were there as well.
"Sorry... I just can't stand on his laughter..." Aqua said in guilt.
Tigress sighed while patted Aqua's back, "I know. I would the same thing..."
"Me too, kid," Rainbow agreed.
"I can't believe that Fearstroke is still in league with Azure Phoenix." Rarity said in annoyance, "Even though Brave Tiger spared him, he still want to go against him."
Scarblade hummed in concern, "He claimed that our lord was walking the path of conqueror."
"That is stupid. As far as I'm concern about Azure Phoenix, Brave Tiger is a real noble hero!" Sunset exclaimed in anger, "Trying to sell out him, and even hiring Unalaq to finish it. Luckily, he didn't use poison on him."
Brave Tiger coughed, "Actually. I think he did some number on me!"
Courage Tiger gasped, "Brother! Riverstrike!"
Riverstrike nodded as his horn glowed brightly in white. Brave Tiger held his gesture to stop his friend, "Don't. I don't think it's gonna help out much."
"But Brave Tiger!" Riverstrike said in concern.
Brave Tiger groaned in pain, "I know you want to help, but I know this well. It's a powerful poison spell. It's what killed my father. And now, I've taken the hit. There's nothing can save me now..."
"Brother..." Courage Tiger said in concern.
"Courage, you've grown into quite the warrior. Even the sudden attack can't shake your resolve." Brave Tiger said weakly, "I have been lucky pony. I've had you, Tigress, Aqua, Riverstrike and these three brave mares by my side. I wanted to fight more with you all, to build the land we all dreamed of..." He coughed painfully, making ponies looked worry and uneasy about it. He continued, "I wish... I wish... I wish I could have had more time. But it looks like my time... is over..."
"No! Don't die on me!" Courage Tiger pleaded.
Aqua cried tearfully, Tigress held her little sister close to her. She continued, "Please, don't do this! We need you! Our family need you! Our home needs you too! You can't go!"
"Sorry... I can't..." Brave Tiger said weakly. He turned to Riverstrike, "Riverstrike... Rainbow Dash... Keep them safe... Our family... Our lands..."
Riverstrike hissed while cried tearfully, "I will, old friend!"
"Courage, Father entrusted our family's legacy to me. Now, it's my turn to entrust it to you." Brave Tiger said weakly before coughed heavily, "Courage... You are a greater stallion than I, greater than our father... The rest is up to you..."
And just before anyone could do or say anything, Brave Tiger gave the last breath to breathe before closing his eyes down. Everyone gasped in shock of what they just saw. They all cried and shouted tearfully in pain and despair, and even Courage Tiger also did the same thing.
"Brrrrrrrrroooooooooootheeeeeeeeeeeer!"
--------------------------------------------
"The fires within Brave Tiger's heart burnt brightly as the successor of his father's legacy. But like all flames, his were eventually extinguish. Despite his burden of sadness and weight of an entire kingdom on his shoulders, Courage Tiger succeeded his fallen brother as the ruler. By his side stood none other than Brave Tiger's old friend - the incomparable strategist Riverstrike." Narrator narrated, "The ponies of Tiger Clan were in state of shock at having lost their ruler. Riverstrike knew it's not the right time to face Azure Phoenix, and postpone the siege when the time is right."
Courage Tiger and his allies returned to Wuhu River, where they informed the ponies about Brave Tiger's death. As expected, the ponies cried and shouted tearfully in pain and despair, at the loss of their leader. After they have held the funeral for their fallen leader, Courage Tiger was announced to succeed his brother as the ruler of Wuhu River and Tiger Clan.
"Following the death of his father and brother, the mantle of leadership had been suddenly thrust upon him. In fact, the severity of his circumstances often caused Courage Tiger to question whether this actually happening at all..."
For few days have passed since the death of his brother, Courage Tiger became worried and scared, and even uneasy about becoming the leader during his meeting and discussion with ministers and military officers about governing the land. He was still feel guilty and upset about his brother's death, and even doubted himself to lead his ponies and govern the land.
--------------------------------------------
Courage Tiger was inside his bed chamber. He was looking at the portraits of Claw Tiger and Brave Tiger. He couldn't help but feel guilty, sad and pain after his brother's death. He even wondered of what he could have done to save his brother. And he also doubted his ability and strength to become the leader as good as his older brother. Tigress, Aqua, Rainbow and her friends were outside of the bed chamber to look at him. They all couldn't help but feel worry and sad for him. Riverstrike and even the lighter yellow Pegasus with aquamarine long mane and tail with streaks of lighter greenish-blue, and her cutie mark is golden tiger with heart shape have arrived at the scene.
"How is he, my ladies?" The yellow Pegasus asked in concern.
Tigress sighed, "He's still the same, Lian. He's still haven't gotten over our brother's death."
"Poor darling..." Rarity commented in concern.
Sunset nodded, "Yeah. If it were our family, I would feel the same thing."
"Yeah. It wasn't his fault," Aqua said firmly, "It was that Unalaq! He's the one, who took both my father's and brother's lives! He's gonna pay for it!"
"Believe me, my ladies. I too want to hunt him down," Riverstrike nodded in agreement, "But our scout claimed that they're unable to find him since our last encounter at the forest. There's no telling when he could strike."
Rainbow groaned, "Either way, I'm not gonna sit here and do nothing. I'm gonna find and get him!"
"Me too, coach!" Aqua exclaimed firmly.
Tigress nodded, "We'll go find and finish him. Look after our brother!"
Riverstrike, Lian, Rarity and even Sunset nodded firmly. Rainbow and her friends headed off to find and hunt down Unalaq. Riverstrike and his friends entered the chamber. They all approached to Courage Tiger. And just before they could say anything, he spoke grimly yet sadly.
"I... I cannot be like my brother," Courage Tiger said in guilt and shame, "I'm useless, weak and pathetic fool. My brother thinks I'm a greater pony than him and my father. He's wrong. It's best that I step down, and let Riverstrike to take over."
Riverstrike was shocked yet angered to see how Courage Tiger respond. And just before he could spoke, Lian held Courage Tiger up for him to face her. The rest of her friends looked surprise yet amazed by her firm.
Lian spoke, "You're wrong, my lord! My ladies, and my lords Riverstrike, Hammerod, Anchor, Apollo, LaMarche, Wiserton and even these three guardians are fighting for you, not just for Lord Brave Tiger! They, and even me would gladly give our lives and give everything we have for you! So, don't you dare criticize and doubt yourself like this. In fact, this is only the begining!"
"I agree with Lady Lian," Riverstrike said calmly, "You have us. We will fight and support you and our home till the end. I promised your brother that I will help you. And I intended to keep it."
"Indeed. As Rainbow's song said, 'It's Time to be Awesome'," Rarity said firmly, "It's your turn to shine, darling."
"If you fall, we will help you get up. That's what friends do," Sunset said proudly.
Courage Tiger looked shock and surprised by his friends' words. After giving some thoughts, he sighed, "You're right. I have been selfish. If I ever lose my way again, I'll need you all with me."
Lian and her friends smiled happily. They all bowed down humbly. She spoke, "It would be our pleasure."
Courage Tiger nodded, "Where did my sisters and Rainbow go?"
--------------------------------------------
Rainbow, Tigress, Aqua and even some brave mare fighters were preparing and setting up their gears. They headed out to the jungle for hunting down Unalaq. As they were searching thoroughly on jungle, they got blew away by a powerful gust. They recovered from it. They looked up and found Unalaq stood before them. He armed with his dark magic powers.
"You've grown relentless and reckless since the death of Brave Tiger," Unalaq said firmly, "Do you wish to die so badly?"
"No. I wanna kick your ass!" Rainbow exclaimed in anger.
"Yeah, this is for my brother!" Tigress screamed in anger.
Aqua snarled, "Get him!"
Rainbow, Tigress, Aqua and even their mare fighters charged and attacked Unalaq, who kept teleporting to different locations while firing his Dark Magic Orbs for injuring and weakening them for few times. The mares became exhausted and tired from trying to take him down. Unalaq appeared before them as he launched a powerful magical beam in knocking them down to the ground. The mares groaned and moaned weakly yet painfully to stand up and fight.
"Give up. You have no chance to fight me," Unalaq said dryly.
Rainbow groaned, "Not until I kicked your ass!"
"Me too!" Aqua and Tigress agreed.
The mares struggled to stand up and even tried to land a blow on Unalaq, who easily dodged the attacks before punched and kicked them off easily. He laughed a bit of amusement. And just before he could finish them off, he got his back blasted. He turned back and found Courage Tiger and his allies have arrived and surrounded him.
"So, the cub has arrived," Unalaq asked amusingly, "But is he ready to face the danger especially fighting his doubts and fears?"
"Silent!" Courage Tiger exclaimed in anger, "You will pay for what you have done to my brother. Guards, arrest him!"
"No," Riverstrike said firmly. Everyone looked surprise and worried. He continued, "This is your fight, my lord. So, please fight and defeat him. It's time to show the world that you are ready to become a stallion and worthy leader as your brother once were. Do it for him."
Most of ponies were doubtful and reluctant of the idea, and even Courage Tiger was also concern. Nevertheless, the young stallion nodded as he armed with his Tiger Sword. He approached and faced off with Unalaq, who is now armed with Dark Magic Powers.
"Is this a good idea?" Rainbow asked.
"I don't know, darling. And I don't like it," Rarity admitted.
"All we can do is support and help him," Sunset said in concern, "We just have to keep an eye on anything."
"You think you have what it takes to defeat me?" Unalaq  asked amusingly, "Then, you're a fool. You are not Brave Tiger or Claw Tiger. You're a fool, who let them died because you're not brave and noble as they are. You're just a bigger disappointment." Courage Tiger hissed yet quivered in fear and worry as his sword was shaking. He smirked darkly, "As I thought, you're a coward and fool. You're pathetic."
Courage Tiger groaned in anger and upset as he was about to lower down his weapon until Aqua spoke, "Don't give up, Courage! If you dare, I would never forgive you, neither do our father and brother!"
Tigress nodded, "Aqua's right. Don't back down. Fight him!"
"We're here for you, my lord." Lian shouted firmly.
"We shall fight for you, and protect you till the end of my life," Scarblade said firmly.
Riverstrike nodded, "My lord, it's time for you to shine. Your father and brother believed in you. So, do it for them!"
Courage Tiger groaned as he held his sword tightly, "I'm not my brother or father. But that doesn't I'm giving up without the fight. Unalaq, for what you done to my father and brother, I hereby to defeat and execute you! Prepare yourself!"
Unalaq scoffed, "You will die..."
Unalaq screamed wildly as he fired his Dark Magic at Courage Tiger, who used his Tiger Sword to block and deflect the blasts at him. It blinded him for the moment. As Unalaq recovered from the attacks. Courage Tiger screamed in anger and determination as he struck his sword at his stomach. Unalaq yelped in pain as he was both defeated and killed.
"Damn you... You're strong as your father and brother... I underestimate you..." Unalaq said weakly, "You may killed me today. But...I shall return someday..."
And just before anyone could do anything, Unalaq puffed and disappeared within the dark smoke. Everyone was in shock and concern of what they just saw.
"Where did he go?!" Scarblade demanded in concern.
"I don't know. But I do know he's dead for good," Riverstrike said firmly.
Rainbow hummed in concern, "I don't think so. He'll be back soon."
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. Next thousand years later..."
"Well, either way, we've won!" Aqua cheered.
"Yes. All thanks to you. You've avenged our father and brother," Tigress said in relief.
"Thank you all. But I couldn't have done it without you," Courage said calmly and firmly. He sighed, "Father, brother... I will run no longer. For the ponies of Tiger Clan, I will forge a new future. That's my promise."
"And you have our support, Courage!" Rainbow said firmly. Rarity and Sunset nodded in agreement. She smirked, "This call reprise! Let's do it!"
All: We see that light filling up our skies
Rainbow: Now, be the mighty tiger as Claw and Brave were
All: 'Cause it's the time to unleash our fury and fangs
Courage Tiger: My brave tigers, it's time to be awesome!
Everyone gave the loud cheer and roar for Courage Tiger, who gave the loud battle cry. Rainbow, Rarity, Sunset and even Riverstrike, Liand, Aqua and Tigress couldn't help but feel happy and proud of him to become the leader.
--------------------------------------------
Narrator narrated, "The death of Unalaq was a momentous occasion for the Tiger clan. They've now gained many bright young officers and battle-hardened veterans. All of them were bound together by the strength of purpose displayed by Courage Tiger. Now that he had awakened as a capable leader, many talented officers came to join his cause. Courage Tiger listened carefully to their opinions and strengthened his power based south of Wuhu River. And now the land is both peace and prosperity, as well as secured and safe from danger..."
Few months have passed since the death of Unalaq, Courage Tiger became wise and firm leader as he listened and discussed with both ministers and military officers for governing Wuhu River, as well as building and strengthening their military army by recruiting and training both young and veteran officers.
"And now, the Greatest Battle between Azure Phoenix and Noble Guild continued on the battlefield of Great Fortress. Only one of them will stand while another will fall..."
Both Imperial Phoenix Army and Northern Griffon Army have marched and entered the battlefield. They all prepared for their final conflict...
END...
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Next Chapter 21 - Rise of Azure Phoenix: Both Imperial Phoenix and Northern Griffon Army are preparing for their last battle at the field of Great Fortress. However, Noble Guild has gained more than one million soldiers while Azure Phoenix has masses the army of 100,000 Soldiers. Can the Imperial Phoenix Army overcome the odds and defeat Noble Guild, or died trying to win? The Great Battle for supremacy over the Northern Ma is about to begin...


	
		Chapter 21: Rise of Azure Phoenix (I)



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 21: Rise of Azure Phoenix (I)

"In October 161 A.E., Noble Guild has massed his Griffon Army from 700,00 to one million, with the help of his three sons - Terra the oldest, Barricade the middle and Grindor the youngest. He is now marching to invade Azure Phoenix's territories once again," Narrator narrated, "Hearing the news, Azure Phoenix has eventually prepared his army to face his old friend once again while defending both his of territories and the Emperor. Both Northern Griffon Army and Imperial Phoenix Army meet on the field of Great Fortress. The final battle for controlling the Northern Ma is about to begin..."
At Griffon Main Camp, Noble Guild was discussing and chatting with his generals and advisors including Clawdestroyer and his sons - the eldest - Terra was a dark chocolate Griffon with a scar on his left worn the golden heavy Chinese Armor, Barricade the black and white Griffon worn normal Chinese Armor and finally Grindor the youngest golden-white Griffon worn an armor and golden robe over it, were sitting down firmly before their father. They were preparing to launch their attacks on Azure Phoenix and his army once and for all.
"Azure Phoenix may think he could get away with it because of Blade Dragoon slaying my two favorite generals," Noble Guild said in anger. He snorted a bit, "But not this time. Thanks to Virtue and his allies taking away the only powerful general among his army, I will finally defeat and destroy Azure Phoenix once and for all. And then, the Imperial Court will be mine to control!"
Clawdestroyer hummed in concern, "That maybe so. But we must remain vigilant and alert of our enemies. We must not underestimate them."
Thinker nodded in agreement, "Yes, my lord. Azure Phoenix is cunning and resourceful warlord. He will no doubt think of a way to defeat you. You must be weary of it."
"Yes, father, we don't know what tricks and tactics he has, father," Terra said in concern.
"We must remain cautious of it," Griffon Colonel said in concern.
"Hardly worth my effort, gentle griffons," Noble Guild said bluntly and firmly, "Have no fear! He's nothing! He may have gained more territories, but that doesn't mean he's very powerful and strong as I am."
Sneaky griffon snickered amusingly, "Agreed, my liege. This fool is fooling himself that he could take on you. Do not hesitate! Fight on until he either commit suicide or surrender before your nobility!"
"Yes. We must strike we still can, father!" Grindor exclaimed in agreement, "We take him down now!"
"We will fight for you, my lord!" Griffon General exclaimed.
"Imperial Phoenix got nothing on us," Griffon Lieutenant exclaimed, "We're not afraid!"
"Do we have a third opinion?" Barricade asked in concern, "Negotiating with them?"
"Negotiate with that fool?!" Noble Guild asked amusingly. He then laughed amusingly, "That is the stupidest idea I ever heard of! And besides, we're at war now! And you'd think we have time to negotiate with that rebel!" He scoffed in anger, "No matter! Prepare for war! We march now!"
Griffon Army gave the loud battle cry and cheers for Noble Guild. Terra, Clawdestroyer and Thinker looked concern and uneasy looks as they're not certain that if dealing and fighting off Imperial Phoenix Army is easy.
--------------------------------------------
Hearing the news of Northern Griffon Army's marching to his base, Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army have matched out of Great Fortress as they all headed to the battlefield for confrontation. Twilight, Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike were on the Great Fortress's Walls as they witnessed the battlefield from safe distance.
Fluttershy quivered and shivered in concern, "Do you think Azure Phoenix can win it?"
"I'm sure he can," Twilight said calmly.
"No offense, Twi. But look at the size of Noble Guild's army? There's a whole lot of them!" Spike exclaimed in concern, "How on Equestria can he do that?! His army is not"
Nyx nodded, "Yeah. He's gonna need a bigger trap and siege weapons to beat them."
"He doesn't need it." Twilight said confidently, "He already has what he needs - brave officers and soldiers, cunning and resourcefulness to overcome them. But there is one advantage that Azure has to overcome and defeat Noble Guild - supplies. Because he massed the army to one million, he has to make sure that his supplies are big enough for them to get fed and drank.  But also..."
"That many supply in one depot or garrison will be a big target for Azure Phoenix to conquer or burn it down," Nyx exclaimed in realization and surprise, "That is genius. Does Azure knows about it? Did you tell him?"
"Nope," Twilight answered, "I only told him that Noble Guild's pride, arrogance and ignorance will be his downfall."
Fluttershy hummed in concern, "And I'm guessing that he will figure it out?"
"Yes, he will," Twilight nodded in confirmation.
"What about Ben and others? Are they with Noble Guild?" Spike asked in concern.
Twilight shook her head, "No. They're safe. Virtue Dragon and his friends are at the Mystical Temple. I have hoped that they should be going to Jing Province, instead of planning an attack on Xuchang Province. Azure Phoenix is very prepared for anything."
"Me too, mummy, me too," Nyx said in concern.
--------------------------------------------
Marching and passing by both White Stallion and Guandu Fortresses, Northern Griffon Army have arrived at the field of Great Fortress as they're facing Imperial Phoenix Army, which consisted of Azure Phoenix, Strikespell, One-Eyed Anger, Schemetrick, Bullhound, Navy Arrow, Bladestrike, Blazefist, Laxtinct, Axen and Snaptrap. He has left Master Ratio, Woren Alert, Strict Stalker, Armorhide and his own children to defend Xuchang Province and keeping the Emperor safe.
While his soldiers were skeptical and nervous about facing the large numbers of Northern Griffon Army, Azure Phoenix and his generals remained calm and firm as they shown no fear and concerns of it. Schemetrick approached Azure Phoenix.
"You're still concern with the supplies?" Schemetrick. Azure Phoenix remained silent yet calm and firm. He continued, "My lord, you mustn't concern of it. But you have to make sure that our soldiers' morale must be kept high and strong if you want to defeat Noble Guild. And the key to success is destroy the supply."
Azure Phoenix hummed in thoughts, "Twilight said that his arrogance and ignorance would be his downfall. If that is true, then we must make him overconfident fool as much as we can before we could take him down."
"Exactly, my lord. However, it's not only we must lowered his guard down, this also required our speed and decisiveness to achieve victory. And I meant we must end the battle as soon as possible. The longer the battle takes, the more of our supplies running out and soon our soldiers will go rogue and betray you."
"So, what should I do to accomplish the goal?"
"First thing first, my lord, we must make the enemy get overconfident for easily defeating us. Then, we lure them to our fortress as many as we can get. It will be a perfect trap to defeat and reduce their numbers. We also must remained defensive at all cost until a perfect opportunity arrive."
"How thoughtful. Let us begin..."
Azure Phoenix unsheathed his Imperial Phoenix Sword. His generals soldiers armed and readied their weapons as they're preparing for the battle. He nudged his Dragon Steed as he was marching and moving to the front. Anger and Bladestrike stayed close to him. Azure Phoenix faced and glared at Noble Guild, who remained firm and calm yet amuse.
"Noble Guild!" Azure Phoenix called, "How dare you rebel against the Imperial Court?! I have recommended to the Emperor to make you as the Commander-in-Chief of Imperial Army. And yet, you have rejected it?!"
Noble Guild scoffed in anger, "Did you really think that you could fool me after what you have done to me from last month?! You have humiliated me! You have Blade Dragoon killed my two powerful generals!  You have dishonored me! You ruined my name! No creatures will get away with it! My nobility will prevail!"
Azure Phoenix narrowed his angry eyes, "I don't think so! Bladestrike, Engage!"
Bladestrike nodded as he gave the loud battle cry. He charged straight to the battlefield, where Clawdestroyer emerged and attacked him at once. Both of them swung and struck their axes and claws at each other firmly and wildly for ten rounds. Clawdestroyer struck and thrust his claws at Bladestrike, who deflected the attacks off.  The armored griffon screeched in anger as he has his tail swung and struck at the Pegasus down. And just before he could take him down, the Pegasus halted the Griffon before kicked the latter off for few times. Bladestrike roared in anger as he tried to swing and strike his twin axes at Clawdestroyer, who was rolling away from the attacks. Both of them continued swinging their blades at each other again for few times until they clashed their weapons at each other, causing to back off at once.
Seeing an opening, Azure Phoenix signaled his army to charge and engage Noble Guild. Anger and Blazefist lead the attack at once. Seeing the enemy's charging, Grindor whistled and signaled his archers to fire and shooting them down at once. And at the same time, Barricade ordered his defensive soldiers to push and thrust their spears and pikes at the enemies back. As the numbers dwindled, Anger and Blazefist were forced to moved back to the main unit. Seeing the opening, Terra led his cavalry to charge and attack the Imperial Phoenix Army.
Seeing Noble Guild has launched the offensive attacks, Azure Phoenix ordered his army to full retreat to Great Fortress. Noble Guild's Army have chased them all the back to the Great Fortress's Walls. They all cheered wildly while taunting and insulting them to come out and fight. But so far, Imperial Phoenix Army remained defensive in their base and refused to come out.
--------------------------------------------
Noble Guild and his army returned to the main camp. They all chatted and complimented happily and proudly as they have achieved their first victory. They have cornered and trapped Imperial Phoenix Army inside the Great Fortress. They all taken their seats and chatted happily and proudly.
Noble Guild laughed amusingly, "Azure Phoenix, that fool! I knew he has no chance to defeat! And now we cornered the rat for good! We will finish him and his legacy once and for all!"
"Father, allow me to take the vanguard and finish them for good!" Terra exclaimed proudly.
Grindor pushed Terra aside while shouted, "No! Allow me to finish them, father! I will not fail you! That's my promise to you!"
"Please, father, let me lead the army! I can handle it. And I promised that I will bring head of Azure Phoenix before!" Barricade said proudly.
Grindor groaned as he pushed Barricade aside, "Back off, Barricade! You're too weak to handle it!"
"Shut up, rotten feathered asshole!" Terra exclaimed in anger, "Learn your place. You have no right to speak!"
"Like hell you do!" Barricade shouted in annoyance.
Terra, Barricade and Grindor got into a bickering with each other. Their argument annoyed and irritated Noble Guild and his generals as they can't handle it much.
"Enough!" Noble Guild exclaimed in anger. His sons got silenced. He sighed, "You want this battle so badly? Then, three of you will go and finish them off. And don't come back until one of you get Azure Phoenix's head! Do you understand?"
Terra, Barricade and Grindor gasped, "Yes, father! I will not fail you!"
Terra, Barricade and Grindor turned and headed off at once to lead their army to invade and conquer the Great Fortress. Noble Guild sighed in relief while his advisors and generals remained silent and calm as they looked at him.
"Those sons of mine need to learn to contained their excitement..." Noble Guild said dryly, "Honestly, I'd be getting more headache again..."
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his generals climbed up to the walls. He was meeting up with Twilight and her friends. They all watched and found thousands and more of Griffon Army have set up the camp before the gate. They even set up some siege towers and siege ramps, preparing to lay siege and attack on the fortress.
"That went well," Azure Phoenix commented dryly.
"Yes, it is. But we did exactly what we have hoped for," Schemetrick said calmly, "We have draw them out enough to our fortress. And so, we must remain defensive at all cost until the opportunity present itself."
"Better hope it worth the trouble..." Anger remarked dryly.
"Yes, I agreed..." Azure Phoenix said calmly yet firmly. He turned and looked at Twilight, "Tell me. When is the opportunity comes?"
Twilight sighed while looking at him, "He will come. A defector will come and tell you what you need to do. And I think you know him well."
"So, that's your answer?" Azure Phoenix  asked. Twilight nodded firmly. He  turned to his generals and soldiers, "Very well. Order all soldiers to remain in castle. Remain defensive at all cost! When you see enemy move the supply forward and back, steal and burnt them down. We must demoralize Noble Guild and his forces!"
"LORD!" Imperial Phoenix Officers and soldiers exclaimed firmly.
Imperial Phoenix Army went off and prepared their defensive formation to fight and repel the invaders at all until the right opportunity comes. Azure Phoenix, Twilight and her friends looked at the front, where the Northern Griffon Army are preparing to lay the siege on the fortress...
--------------------------------------------
Imperial Phoenix Army has set up the defenses on Great Fortress. Azure Phoenix remained calm and stood on the castle walls, along with his son and the rest of his officers. They were looking at the large army of Northern Griffon Army. Their enemies are preparing to attack.
"My son..." Azure spoke as Strikespell turned to him, "It is time to see what you're capable of. Lead the army now."
Strikespell nodded firmly, responding, "At once, father. Navy Arrow, you're in-charge of archers. Laxtinct handle the catapult units. Schemetrick and Bullhound, protect my father at all cost. Snaptrap, you're with me. I require your advice. Anger and Axen will lead the raiding army for launching the surprise attack. Bladestrike and Blazefist, barricade the gate, and prepare for counterattack. Twilight and her friends can do as they wished. That will be all. Dismiss and prepare for battle!"
"My lord," The men exclaims as they stood in place, saluting.
Navy Arrow gathered all of his archers units and their gears of bows and arrows. Laxtinct has his engineers and workers to build the catapults and readied with the siege weapons. Strikespell stood firmly, along with Snaptrap. They were preparing to defend their castle's walls.
Anger and Axen readied themselves as they climbed over the Dragon Steeds. They have gathered 1,500 Dragon Raiders as they're prepared for sneak attack. Bladestrike and Blazefist barricaded the gate by more woods, as well as preparing and training their ground units for battle.
Azure Phoenix, Schemetrick and Bullhound climbed down the stairs. They all returned to their camp at once.
"Wow... Even though they lost many soldiers, they never give up from the fight." Fluttershy said, impressed.
"Yeah, it's like they are made for this kind of thing." Nyx comments in amusement.
"That's because Azure Phoenix and Strikespell know what they have to do. They're waiting for the opportunity to strike." Twilight explains to her daughter clearly.
"I hope that we can get the heck out of here." Spike remarks dryly.
"Why?" Nyx ask her adopted brother in concern.
"Because I really don't like it here."
"Spike..." Twilight sighs to Spike in frustration. Although she does agrees with his POV here.
"I know. I know. I know. But that doesn't mean I enjoy working with this cruel Azure Phoenix, unlike the present one." Spike remarks dryly to his mother/sister figure.
"I know, I know....we just need to make the best of it."
"I was worried you would say that." Fluttershy said meekly to her friend. Things like this are NEVER so easy.
-------------------
Arriving at their destination, Northern Griffon Army have set up their camp. They also were preparing and building their siege weapons. They're preparing to launch the attack on Great Fortress. They were led by Terra, Barricade and Grindor.
Three Griffon Brothers were chatting and discussing the plans in their tent.
Terra explains the plan, "Alright, the plan is very simple. I shall stay behind to guard the rear and lead the siege weapons. The rest of you will lead the attack."
Barricade nodded as he spoke, "Fine by me."
Grindor groaned, "Hey! How come you get to use the siege weapons?!"
"Because I'm the oldest son and I tell you to do your job!" Terra snapped at Grindor in irritation.
Grindor scoffed "As if! You may be the oldest, but I'm the best and fierce fighter than any of you two!"
"Idiot and arrogant that's what I see in you, Grindor!"
"Oh yeah?! You're a jealousy and worthless coward, who can't handle the truth that father favor me more than you!"
"Asshole, you will pay for the insult!" Terra growls as he got his claws out, wanting so much to rip his brother's throat right out.
"Go ahead and try. You don't scare me, you big useless coward." Grindor taunts his brother. He isn't afraid of pissing his brother off apparently.
"Say that to me, one more time!"
"Useless coward-!"
Terra screamed in anger as he jumped and slammed Grindor to the ground hard. Both of them began punching and kicking at each other's faces and bodies for few times. Barricade struggled to separate and moved his brothers aside from attacking each other.
Barricade screams out in hope in putting an end to this, "Will you two knock it off?! We've got more work to do than arguing! We need to take down the castle at once, so our father can march in and rescue the Emperor."
Terra and Grindor groaned, "Fine!"
"I will lead the army to attack since you complained!" Terra snapped at Grindor, glaring viciously at his brother.
"Good! I'll handle the siege weapons." Grindor remarks dryly.
Barricade groaned, "Damn it..."
Three Griffon Brothers left the camp. They then split up and went to their own units to lead and attack.
Terra was leading the ground units. Barricade was in charge of supplies and resources. Grindor has ordered his soldiers to use their siege weapons - siege towers and siege ram to attack the Great Fortress.
Both Imperial Phoenix Army and Northern Griffon Army began their wars against each other. Imperial Phoenix Army did their best to repel and push the invaders back. And at the same time, Northern Griffon Army was fiercely and determined to lay siege on the castle. It has been going on for almost two weeks. Neither of them have gained the upper hand. They continued their fierce never ending battle.
Three Griffon Brothers struggled as they still unable to take down and conquer the fortress. And at the same time, they argued and blamed each other for causing the mess and problem during their battles.
Seeing the enemies have worn out, Anger and Axen took their chance and led the surprise attack. During the night time, they sneaked out of the castle walls. They used forest to hide and sneak passing by the guards as they're moving to the back of their enemies.
Seeing their enemies haven't make the move or did a very guard duty, Anger and Axen gave the loud battle cry as they all charged and attacked the base. Northern Griffon Army yelped and panicked in fear and worry. This caused three Griffon Brothers to abandon their camp and retreated back to their base. The rest of Norther Griffon Army were forced to surrender and gave the food supplies to the Imperial Phoenix Army.
Imperial Phoenix Amy had repelled the invaders off. They have defended their fortress well.
-----------------------------
Three Griffon Brothers managed to escape and returned to Northern Griffon's Main Camp. They make the report to their father.
"You useless sons of mine," Noble Guild roars out in fury. "How could you all get easily defeated by inferior numbers especially when it's Azure Phoenix!"
Three Griffon Brothers yelped as they bowed down, "Forgive me, father!"
Noble Guild groaned in anger as he was about to lose his temper again if not for Thinker.
"My lord; this is not the time to fight among ourselves! We need to turn the tide and defeat our enemies; and such as I'm begging you that we should remain defensive now. We just wait for the perfect opportunity to strike." Thinker explains reasonably.
Noble Guild groaned, "I suppose that we have no choice..."
Red Griffon in yellowish minister's robe spoke out quickly, "No! We have to strike down! I received the letter that Azure Phoenix's running out of his supplies. He planned to get more food; Now's the time to strike!"
A Griffon Officer spoke in protest, "Greedo! Are you really that stupid?!"
"Right, we just got back from there!" Terra exclaims furiously to the minister.
"Why, you want us to drop dead now?!" Grindor demands furiously. "What a bucking twitch!"
"What was that?!" Greedo demands furiously, not liking this attitude at him at all.
"And what makes you think that letter is the truth?! It could be a trick!" Thinker asked Greedo with a suspicious look. For all everyone knows, it could be a trick to get them off guard!
"Right, did you even stop to consider that?!" Barricade scowls in annoyance. "They could get the drop on us!"
"What?! No! This is true! I've sent my spies to spy on them and get any message! And this is the proof I have." Greedo insists to them.
"And that makes me wonder of who you really are." Thinker said dryly, making Greedo alarmed by that accusation.
"What do you mean?"
"I mean, this isn't the first time you have make the blunder like how you collect the tax for your personal gain!"
Greedo yelped, "T-that's not true. I needed some bits for my family!"
Thinker just scoffs at this, "Just like your son, you make excuses and nonsense to save your face. In reality, you have stolen money and supplies for your own gain!"
"No! I didn't do it. Honest!"
"Enough! I heard enough of it! You're dismissed, Greedo." Noble Guild said sternly. Greedo was about to protest but Noble cuts him off, "I said you're dismissed!"
Greedo groaned, "Yes, my lord... " Greedo turned and walked away from the meeting. He even muttered and chatted in anger, "You will regret this moment..."
As soon as his allies and soldiers were asleep, Greedo make his way to Imperial Phoenix's Main Camp, without anyone noticing him. He has arrived to his destination and demanded the audience with Azure Phoenix. And they did.
Imperial Phoenix Army and their guest were gathered at the main camp. They all listened to his story and purpose of coming here. Most of them were uneasy and suspicious of it. Azure Phoenix remained calm and firm.
"So... Are you certain this is true, my old friend?" Azure asks Greedo, wanting to know if he's right.
"I am, my liege. I cannot serve Lord Noble Guild anymore as he unable to see the bigger picture. And he refused to heed my advice. So, why not rat them out now forbetraying me?" Greedo admits with a scoff. Noble Guild is getting to the point of no return, so Greedo himself may as well get out of there as he can.
Azure Phoenix hummed in concern as he gave some thoughts. Imperial Phoenix Officers were still suspicious and concern of trusting Greedo.
"Cousin, don't trust him! He's up to something!" Anger protest angrily to his cousin. Considering Greedo is of the enemy, no surprise that he could be up to something here!
Bullhound nodded while adding, "Yeah! I have a bad feeling about this."
Bladestrike agrees, "I agreed. This is a suicide mission!"
"I'd say we forget about it." Navy Arrow said with a deep frown. No mission is worth it!
Snaptrap sighed, "If we don't act now, we'll miss the opportunity."
"He has the point, guys." Laxtinct said in agreement. If what Greedo said is true, it's best to do this before the opportunity is gone for good.
"This is our chance! We must take it now before it's too late!" Axen exclaims furiously.
Imperial Phoenix Officers argued among themselves about whether or not they should do it or not.
"Wow, is it always like this back then?" Spike whispers to the others in disbelief.
"Only when it comes to big situations like this, Spike," Twilight whispers in Spike, knowing how in history that it's true.
"What Azure would say though?"
Greedo spoke out desperately, "Please, take this chance now before it's too late. The location of supply depot is at Night Raid on north. I can take you there."
Azure pauses then turns to the only sane pony in the room, so to speak. He spoke, "Schemetrick."
Schemetrick pauses to think before speaking, "It's risky, but that's the only chance we cannot miss. Once we burn their supply down, the enemy's morale will drop and the soldiers will deserted or surrender to me."
"I agreed with him, father." Strikespell said in agreement.
Twilight nodded while adding, "You'd better take it. This is your chance."
Azure Phoenix stood up firmly. He boomed in determination, "Stallion! The time is now! We strike and burn the supply depot tonight. We cannot miss this chance."
"Lord!" All exclaims as they salute sternly.
"Thank you..." Greedo said with a smile. Noble Guild made a mistake for not listening. It will be his own undoing.
---------------------
By nightfall, Azure Phoenix has gathered his army of 30,000 soldiers. He left Snaptrap, Laxtinct and Navy Arrow behind to guard the Great Fortress. 
With Greedo's help and guidance, they all marched straight to Night Raid Supply Depot. They were all surprised and shocked of what they saw. The supply depot has lots of food supply.
"So, it is true." Anger said in disbelief. He didn't wish to believe it, but Greedo was right all along.
Bullhound spoke out in amazement, "That is one big garrison to carry lots and lots of food."
"And also, the soldiers weren't patrolling and guarding it well." Bladestrike said with an amused smirk while chcukloing.
"Right and it will be their own undoing."
"I can't believe I am saying this....but I owe you an apology." Anger said to Greedo with a sigh, making him smile. It isn't easy for him to apologize like that.
"Well?" Greedo turns to Azure while asking.
"This is one chance we cannot miss. Now's our chance! Attack!" Azure orders his troops sternly.
As his order has been given, Imperial Phoenix Army gave the loud battle cry as they charged and attacked the supply depot. They all killed all of Griffon Soldiers, and also burnt down the supply to ashes. Most of Griffon Soldiers panicked and escaped the garrison at once while some of them surrendered to them for their safety.
Azure Phoenix smiled proudly as he witnessed supply depot was burning down to ashes.
"Now, my old friend, this is where your downfall began. Let's see what can you do next after this disaster..." Azure said in determination. Noble Guild is going to fall today.
Fluttershy shudders at this sight, "Sometimes, Azure can be scary pony. I don't know how you handle it, Twilight."
Twilight sighed, "Well, he trained me to be brave and professional as much as I can, no matter how bloody and scary the battle is."
"I pretty much preferred you as the Princess of Friendship than the Princess of War." Spike remarks to Twilight dryly. The Alicorn nodded in agreement. "What's next?"
Twilight sighed, "Noble Guild is going to lose his battle..."
--------------------------------------------
At the Northern Griffon Army's main camp, Noble Guild, his generals and advisors were discussing for their next plan to attack and finish off Imperial Phoenix Army. A Griffon Scout has arrived and entered the main camp. He made the report about the latest situation he has discovered. They all shown their shocking and worried looks. They stood up from their seats and looked at the scout. The Griffon Scout quickly lowered his head down, avoiding to face the wrath of his superiors.
"What was that?!" Noble Guild demanded in shock and anger. He approached to his scout, whom he grabbed and held up high. He asked, "You say that every bit of our supplies are gone, put to the torch?!" The Griffon Scout nodded fearfully. He screamed in anger and frustration, "How could this be happening?! My superior numbers of soldiers should able to hold them off!"
"My lord, allow me to go and save the survivors and rest of our supplies!"  Clawdestroyer said firmly.
"No, my lord!" The yellow Griffon worn the black minister robe - Bonehead exclaimed in disagreement, "This is the perfect chance for us to strike and take over the Great Fortress! You must not lose the opportunity!"
"No! Without our supplies, our army will starve to death! We'll be destroyed during the battlefield!"
"Do not miss that opportunity! You must strike and capture enemy base now!"
"Save our soldiers and supplies now!"
"Defeat your enemy now!"
Noble Guild groaned in anger as he lost his temper to shout, "Silent!" Everyone yelped in concern as they kept quiet at once. He sighed, "You both are right. We cannot let this opportunity to waste. Clawdestroyer, you will take your units of 5,000 Soldiers to attack and conquer the base. Both Terra and Grindor will accompany you both!" He turned to Barricade and cyan-colored Unicorn with lighter brown mane and tail in ponytail dressed in her black and blue Cheongsam dress-like, her cutie mark is flute and song note, "My son and Lady Fluteheart, you will take 10,000 soldiers to go and rescue our soldiers. That way we can complete the mission without worrying the decision I make! Now go and deal with it!"
Noble Guild's officers and advisors exclaimed and bowed humnly, "LORD!"
Noble Guild's sons headed off to gather their troops and preparing to march out. Both Clawdestroyer and Fluteheart looked concern and uneasy about the situation they're facing. They both sighed in annoyance and disappointment.
"How could our lord think that way?" Fluteheart said in concern, "We should focused on saving our supplies and soldiers, not attacking the Great Fortress. Clearly, no doubt, there will be ambush for you to face, Master Clawdestroyer."
Clawdestroyer sighed, "I agreed with your concerns, Lady Fluteheart. Let us hope that we can survive and win this battlefield. I wish you luck, my lady."
Fluteheart nodded, "As do you, General Clawdestroyer."
Clawdestroyer went with both Terra and Grindor while Fluteheart followed Barricade. They all headed off and performed their missions.
--------------------------------------------
Barricade and Fluteheart have arrived at the Night Raid Supply Depot, accompanied by 10,000 Soldiers. They have found the supply depot is in ruined and ashes. They even found some soldiers were badly injured and burnt by blades and burning crisps, but also no sign of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers.  This surprised and shocked the Northern Griffon Army to find their enemy have left and abandoned the supply depot after capturing and burning it down.
"Lord Barricade, remain vigilant. Something is not right around here..." Fluteheart said in concern.
"I doubt of it," Barricade disagreed.
"But my lord! Not everything are not what they seems to be. Please, remain vigilant!"
"You worried too much, pony. And besides, you are my slave and maid. So your job is to obey me, not questioning my order. If you were my wife, I would have listen to you. Guess what, b****? You are not!"
Fluteheart groaned, "Why do I even try?"
"ATTACK!"
SCREAM! Northern Griffon Army yelped in shock and surprise. Imperial Phoenix Soldiers emerged from the straws and camps.  Blazefist and his archers began firing their arrows at some soldiers. Strikespell, Anger and Bladestrike charged and attacked the rest of soldiers including Barricade. Noble Guild's middle son panicked in fear and worry as he wasn't sure of what he can do next now. While Anger and Bladestrike dealt with some soldiers, Strikespell charged and attacked Barricade. But he got intercepted by Fluteheart. Seeing his chance, Barricade quickly make his escape, along with 3,000 Soldiers only while leaving her behind.
"Damn it. He abandoned his own maid?!" Fluteheart cursed in anger. She turned and glared at Strikespell. She readied her flute-like sword, "I hope you're ready to die. I will not back down from the fight."
Anger was about to fight but halted by Strikespell. Azure Phoenix's son spoke,  "Such a beautiful flower... You almost make me forget that this is a field of battle. 
Fluteheart snapped, "Save your pleasantries for parlor." She screamed as she struck her flute-blade at Strikespell, who blocked it while glaring at her. She groaned, "I'll soon remind you of where you are. "
"Not just only a beautiful mare as Oracle Sparkle, but also quite feisty and fierce than anymare. I will spare your life if you come with me."
"How very forward... But why don't you save your generous offer after you've won, hmm?"
And just before Strikespell could do anything, Fluteheart screamed as she kicked him by guts. They both began swinging their blades in clashing and striking for few times. They then have the clash for the moment.  Every time she has the clash with the stallion, she can't help herself to feel something special and comfortable about him especially how he talk, comment and treat her like a lady than a slave. Nevertheless, Fluteheart continued to battle with Strikespell, who remained calm and ease to block and deflect the attacks for few rounds. 
Azure Phoenix and the rest of his forces have arrived and witnessed the battlefield. Twilight and her friends were there as well.
As Fluteheart and Strikespell have the big clash for the moment, he grabbed and thrown her to the floor. As she recovered from the surprise attack, he aimed his dual blade at her throat. She has lost the battle. The remaining of Northern Griffon Army groaned and moaned in defeat as they thrown their weapons down for surrendering. Imperial Phoenix Army gave the loud cheer for their leader.
"You have bested me. But if you intend to defile my honor, then I will take my own life here..." Fluteheart said firmly.
"Ha... I intend to take you as my wife." Strikespell said calmly as he lowered down his dual blade. He held his hoof before her, "If that thought dismays you, then by all means, take your life."
"Your wife?" Fluteheart asked in surprise. She gave in some thoughts about it. She remembered of how she has been mistreated badly by Griffons especially the effort she has put up for them. And now, her enemies are treating her like a lady especially Strikespell. She smiled a bit as she took his hoof to stand up. She bowed humbly, "I... I accept! I will stand by your side, my lord! My name is Fluteheart."
"I am Strikespell - your prince charming. My beautiful lady of song," Strikespell remarked as he held her to get up. He gave Fluteheart a passionate kiss. She returned it to him. He smiled, "You're indeed sweet and perfect lady I ever met."
Fluteheart giggled a bit, "I am honored, my lord."
Strikespell and Fluteheart gave each other a long passionate kiss. Imperial Phoenix Army commented about them being the couple while Azure Phoenix laughed amusingly about it.
"That is the weirdest way for the couple to meet and falling in love that fast..." Spike commented in shock and concern.
Nyx shrugged, "Well. You know what they say, 'He works in mysterious ways'..."
--------------------------------------------
Terra, Grindor, Clawdestroyer and their 5,000 Soldiers charged straight to the Great Fortress. Seeing the fortress has opened its gate, this is their chance to strike and conquer it. While most of griffons were pleased of the battlefield, but Clawdestroyer was uncertain and suspicious about it.
"My lords, we should be alert. There could be an ambush and traps," Clawdestroyer warned Terra and Grindor.
"You worried too much." Grindor said confidently before looked at the Great Fortress, "Look at it. There are no guards to guard it. Azure Phoenix was indeed foolish to left it unguarded. And now, I'm taking over it!"
Terra scoffed, "No, I shall take over it. As the older brother, I will lead!"
"No, I will!"
"No, I insist!"
"Will you back off?!"
"Make me, idiot!"
Both Terra and Grindor gotten into a big fight, which annoyed and irritated Clawdestroyer. The general spoke, "Enough! I will take the lead. Just to keep you both safe."
"Fine!" Terra and Grindor exclaimed in agreement.
Clawdestroyer led 2,500 soldiers as they all marched into Great Fortress. As they were about to begin inspection, the gate behind got slammed down. This surprise and shocked Clawdestroyer and his allies. And just before Terra and Grindor could do anything, Navy Arrow shouted to his soldiers to begin firing their hail of arrows and boulders thrown by the catapults upon them. This has forced them to flee and escaped the battlefield, abandoning Clawdestroyer.
Clawdestroyer grunted in anger of betrayed by his own generals. Nevertheless, he armed with his claws, preparing to fight. Snaptrap stood before him as he smiled darkly and amusingly. Clawdestroyer screamed in anger as he charged and about to slam his claws at him. But instead, a wooden plank emerged from the ground and blocked the attacks. He then got himself hammered by Laxtinct. Clawdestroyer was about to get up but held down by Laxtinct.
"What are you waiting for? Finish me off!" Clawdestroyer shouted in anger and annoyance.
Laxtinct sighed, "Do anyone always want to die before asked themselves if they could join us or not?"
Clawdestroyer was annoyed and angered to speak. Snaptrap approached and spoke with him, "My dear general. Don't you think you should deserve better than the treatment you have from Noble Guild?" Clawdestroyer was uncertain yet doubtful. He continued, "By the time his sons returned to the camp, they will report to him about the latest situation. And then one of his advisor - Bonehead will no doubt speak of lies to your lord and slander you being useless and coward. To us, you're brave and smart leader for not turning your back on your own soldiers. Join us. You all will be treated with respect."
After giving some thoughts, Clawdestroyer looked up to Snaptrap and said, "Very well. I accept it. I surrender to you."
Laxtinct cheered, "Woohoo! Clawdestroyer is on our side!"
Both Imperial Phoenix Army and Cladestroyer's remnants cheered wildly due to Clawdestroyer has joined their sides now...
--------------------------------------------
A few days have passed...
Due to supplies have ran out, the soldiers from Northern Griffon Army became demoralized and gone mad as well. Most of them demanded Noble Guild that they wanted to go home or end the fight, causing them to get executed and killed. Others abandoned their posts and surrendered to Imperial Phoenix Army in secret. A few have deserted and escaped the battlefield. Noble Guild is losing the battle.
On one night, Azure Phoenix and the remaining forces of Imperial Phoenix Army are positioning on the hill, which was located before Northern Griffon's Main Camp. Clawdestroyer and Flueheart were among them. Twilight and her friends were among them. They all now armed and ready for the final battle at Great Fortress.
"Soldiers of Imperial Phoenix Army. Fathers! Brothers! Sons! Comrades of our great Imperial Army!" Azure Phoenix called firmly. Imperial Phoenix Army looked at him. He continued, "Since the beginning of Qin Dynasty's declination and losing its powers, you all have followed me, fought bravely under my command and have faith in me. Despite difficulties and odds, we do not show fear or hesitation to them! Thus, today is the proof that we have defeated the odds and turn the tide to our favors. Our final battle with Noble Guild ends tonight! And this day forth, the world will know Imperial Phoenix Army have defeated the greatest and powerful warlord!"
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud battle cry and cheer.
"Now, we attack!" Azure Phoenix shouted.
Azure Phoenix nudged his dragon steed to head off. His Imperial Phoenix Army followed his example. They all charged straight into the main camp. They began slaughtering and defeating most of Noble Guild's soldiers. Some panicked and escaped the battlefield for their lives. Others pleaded that they surrendered for their safety. Imperial Phoenix Officers have defeated weakened and pathetic Griffon Officers at ease.
Azure Phoenix has arrived and entered the main camp, accompanied by Strikespell, Fluteheart Anger, Schemetrick, Blazefist and Bladestrike. Twilight and her friends followed them as well. They all stood before the surprised and worried Noble Guild. The noble griffon warlord refused to accept his defeat. And just before he could strike, Azure Phoenix dashed in before struck his sword at him, pushing him straight at the banners. Noble Guild fell to the ground hard. 
Noble Guild grunted in pain as he looked up and glared at Azure Phoenix, "Curse you, Azure Phoenix. Come to kill me, have you?!" Azure Phoenix remained silent while glaring at him. He continued babbling, "I, who have been your friend since we were children. I, with the noble name of the Qin!" He groaned in pain, "You... You should be beneath me."
Azure Phoenix's eyes narrowed in anger and spoke, "Say nothing more. I'll think you less of a birdbrain." Noble Guild was in shock yet angered. He continued, "A noble name, and a powerful army. All that strength, and yet you strove to bring back a land that is now long passed..."
"W-What are you talking about?!"
"The very fact you do not understand is the reason you have lost."
Noble Guild was stunned and shocked by his comments. Azure Phoenix turned his back away from him, "This is our final farewell. You shall be another step upon my path to total rule..."
Quivered in shock and fear by his friend's comments, Noble Guild screamed in pain and agony while holding his head like he is losing his mind. His sons have came to his aid. They helped and got him on the dragon steed carriage as they're about to escape now.
"You will pay for this, Phoenix!" Terra exclaimed in anger.
"Yeah. We shall have our revenge!" Barricade shouted in agreement.
"Our noble name will rise again! That's our promise!" Grindor snapped in anger.
Noble Guild and his sons have made their escape. They all returned to the Northern Griffon area now. Anger gave the battle cry and cheer as the Imperial Phoenix Army have cheered wildly and proudly that they have won. Azure Phoenix approached to Twilight and her friends.
"That was very cruel of you!" Fluttershy scolded.
"Yeah. You don't have to be mean!" Spike agreed.
"You're wrong," Azure Phoenix said dryly and darkly, "That is the truth and facts have proven how weak and indecisive Noble Guild has proven, and also my point about friendship. 
"He's your friend!" Twilight snapped firmly.
"Was my friend," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "You claimed that Magic of Friendship is a powerful weapon that could change the world?" He scoffed a bit, "You were wrong, Twilight. It is the power ponies wield is the one, who can change the world. Friendship can only slow you down from accomplishing your achievements. In order to ensure my ambition is realized, I make lots of sacrifices including my friends. As I said before, Twilight, 'I rather betray the world than let the world betray me'. This is what you should do, not rely on your friend. Just like how you deal with those cowardly Hippogriffs. I admire your courage to use drastic measure to achieve your mission, and how you used your friends to do so. After all, it was their fault for betraying you."
Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike were annoyed and angered by it. Regrettably, they hated that he was right about what he has said is true for forgetting their mission and abandoning Twilight again.
"Yes, I did it, out of desperation and believing that the world betray me, and even friendship could never touch creatures' hearts and minds. I hated my own friends for abandoning me and their own mission of saving my home." They were in shock while Azure Phoenix was amused. She continued, "But I told myself that I'd never ever do it again especially hurting my own friends. I will said this to you, 'friendship isn't always easy, but there's no doubt, it's worth fighting for'. That's what I believe in."
Fluttershy, Nyx and Spike were amazed and relieved to hear it. They gave Twilight a passionate and comfort hug. Azure Phoenix was disappointed yet amused by her determination and philosophy. She hasn't given up on her friendship morality and philosophy.
"I see." Azure Phoenix said calmly, "We shared similarity for being intelligent and strong leaders yet we have different philosophies to believe in. Tell me, do you believe that friendship can change the world?"
Twilight nodded firmly, "I do."
"Very well. I look forward to see how you accomplish it. How right or wrong you are..."
"I promised you that Friendship is Magic."
"We shall see..."
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Episode 22: Rise of Azure Phoenix (II)

"Azure Phoenix defeated Noble Guild's massive army at the 'Battle of Great Fortress', and seized control of the Central Plains." Narrator narrated, "This served to announce the name of Azure Phoenix to entire land." 
After winning the great battle, The Imperial Phoenix Army marched and returned to Xuchang Province, where they were being greeted and cheered wildly and happily by their own ponies, and even the Emperor has reluctantly acknowledged Azure Phoenix as worthy minister to him. Twilight and her friends became uneasy and worried about it.
"Meanwhile, five months later, Noble Guild has passed away. The fact that Noble Guild has not named a clear successor served to throw the Noble Griffon Family into utter turmoil. Noble Guild's Sons - Terra, Barricade and Grindor, were thrown into disarray and fight among themselves over the succession and leadership of Noble Griffon Family. The officers and ministers have split up to join and supported three sons. And thus, the civil war between three of them began. It has been going on for almost two years."
Five months have passed since the Battle of Great Fortress, Noble Guild has died from illness and nonstop vomiting blood out. And at the same time, he has not named his successors from neither three sons of his. And so, they argued and fight among themselves to prove who is worthy to become their father's successor and leader of Noble Griffon Family. Their advisors and military advisors have split up and join three brothers, whom they have faith and believed in. Eventually, the Griffon Brothers began fighting among themselves for almost two years..."
-------------------------------------------- 
April 163 A.E., Azure Phoenix gathered both his military officers and advisors including Twilight and her friends to his office. They all were discussing of what they should do with Noble Guild's three sons and their 'civil war' over the succession to their father. Greedo, Clawdestroyer and even Lady Fluteheart were among them as they have defected from Noble Guild's Forces and joined Imperial Phoenix Army as new officers. They then received latest news that the Three Griffon Brothers' civil war has not only resulted the death of their own soldiers, but also their wars have devastated their own land and homes. The messenger from Northern Griffon border have informed that some of the officers requested some help them.
"Hmm..." Azure Phoenix said calmly and amusingly, "To think that his sons' silly wars would have cause so much damages and devastation on the Northern Griffon Border." He scoffed a bit, "As I thought, Noble Guild is always an indecisive fool for not able to make his firm decision. Either way, their civil war has weakened and damaged their own forces. And therefore, we should able to launch the campaign against them?"
"Yes, you should," Ratio said firmly while bowed down a bit, "You mustn't stop until all three of them are eliminated for good."
Schemetrick nodded in agreement, "If you don't, then they will become a threat to you, once they have settled and finished their civil war."
"I see..." Azure Phoenix nodded in understanding. He turned to Twilight, "Oracle, tell me that if I did attack them, would they stand a chance to defeat me?"
"No, they won't," Twilight said firmly while shaking her head, "Even if they're united, they won't stand a chance to defeat you because of their silly rivalry and argument. Use that against them, you would win this."
"Indeed. Oracle Sparkle is right. By using their rivalry against themselves, they would be taken care of at ease," Schemetrick nodded in agreement. He then looked at Clawdestroyer, Greedo and even Lady Fluteheart, "If we want to accomplish our objective, we require these three officers'. They did lived that border before defection. Their knowledge of terrain and military army could be useful to us."
"Are you sure this is wise decision?" Blazefist asked suspiciously yet concern, "Can they be trusted?"
"Yeah. You sure these guys weren't faking to get us into a trap?" Laxtinct asked amusingly.
Clawdestroyer stood in front of Azure Phoenix as he bowed down, "My lord. If it not for Snaptrap's warning to me, I would have been killed. And since you have spare my life, I would do anything to repay that debt to you. And I assure you that I have no interest to rejoin those buffoons especially that idiotic Bonehead for not heeding my warning and concerns. I will not betray you."
"Neither will I!" Lady Fluteheart exclaimed in agreement as she bowed down before her father-in-law, "I've been mistreated badly on the claws of Griffons. And now I am freed and become your son's beloved wife. I will never ever harm them. You have my word, father..."
"I trust her, father," Strikespell said firmly.
"May I remind you again?" Greedo asked amusingly, "If not for us especially me, you wouldn't have won the war."
"Arrogant bastard..." Anger remarked dryly and angrily.
Axen nodded, "Indeed. He has no respect to our lord at all. He should be lucky that Greedo's live is spared."
"That's enough," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "We shall march to the battlefield. My son, Anger, Axen, Bullhound, Clawdestroyer, Fluteheart, Bladestrike, Blazefist, Schemetrick, Ratio, Snaptrap and Greedo; we shall march and finish off Griffon Brothers once and for all. The rest of you will remain behind and defend Xuchang Province and the Emperor."
"Lord!" All exclaimed and bowed firmly.
"My lord, may I suggest that Schemetrick sit this one out," Ratio suggested in concern. Everyone sans Twilight, Snaptrap and even Schemetrick chatted and muttered in concern. He continued, "Dealing with those brothers won't be problem for us to handle."
Snaptrap nodded, "I agreed with Master Ratio. Master Schemetrick should sit this one out."
Schemetrick shook his head, "No! I disagreed! I must be involved of this battle. It's too important. And also, I have to make sure that nothing goes wrong during our campaign." He then bowed down before his lord, "I beg you, my lord. You have trusted me. And I have not let you down."
Azure Phoenix remained calm and firm while hummed. He then spoke, "Very well, you will join us on this fight. There will be no argument." His officers and advisors remained silent yet firm about it. They all nodded firmly. He nodded, "Good. Make preparation now. By dawn, we will march and attack the Northern Griffon's Palace!"
"LORD!" Everyone exclaimed and bowed firmly before their lord.
--------------------------------------------
After their meeting, Imperial Phoenix officials have dispersed and make their preparation for their next campaign. Schemetrick was on his way back to his room until he was stopped by Ratio and Snaptrap. Twilight and her friends have followed him from behind.
"Ah... My friends, what can I do for you?" Schemetrick asked amusingly. His friends remained silent yet firm and concern. He continued, "Is something a matter?"
"Were you aware of your sickness, my friend?" Ratio asked dryly. Schemetrick looked shock yet calm and firm. He continued, "After the Battle of Great Fortress, Snaptrap and I have noticed you've been suffering from heartache."
Snaptrap nodded, "You've been overworking on your duty as minister and strategist, and assisted Lord Azure Phoenix a lot. You're not well. You must rest."
"No. I'll rest after we completed our mission. Lord Azure Phoenix must be protected and caution from being attacked by them," Schemetrick said firmly, "If he died, then our hope in protecting and saving this land will be in vain especially Rhino Armor's sacrifice. We cannot wasted it."
"But you'll die. I saw the future. You won't make it out alive," Twilight said in concern.
Schemetrick sighed, "Then, so be it."
"Why?! How could you say that?! Don't you worry about your friend?" Fluttershy asked in concern.
"Yes, I do. And even though I rest now, I'm worried that my lord will make the mistake. And that is why I mus be there for him, no matter the cost." Schemetrick said calmly, "This will be worth dying for. And even I'm gone, I know that Lord Azure has other advisors and strategists to assist him. Master Ratio, Master Woren, Master Alert and Lady Twilight, you all will keep him safe."
Everyone was in shock and surprised by his confident and comments. They have never though that he actually have faith in him, even though he has proven himself to be the most intelligent and best strategist among Imperial Phoenix Army.
"But don't worry about me, we should worry about our enemies first. So, let us make preparation now," Schemetrick said happily and calmly.
"He's right. We cannot miss this chance. It's too important," Ratio said calmly and firmly.
Snaptrap nodded, "Agreed. We must make preparation now. And also, we should keep an eye on that fool. No doubt he'll cause more problems."
"Yes, we should,"  Schemetrick agreed.
Three strategists headed off to make their preparation at once, leaving Twilight and her friends behind.
"Wow. Schemetrick seems so confident with it," Spike said in concern, "You'd think he'll die?"
Twilight sighed, "Yes. Without him, Azure Phoenix will lose the Great Battle of Red Cliff. That battle will be the most devastating and painful defeat for him to deal with."
"That should be good, right?" Nyx asked.
"Yes. I know it should," Twilight said in concern and worried, "But I'm more worried about dealing with Skysoar. My friends will do whatever it takes to get both Dragoon Republic Nation and Water Tiger Kingdom to work together as the team, but Skysoar will no doubt cause the problem."
"I'm sure they can handle it. But let's make sure we do ours that he survived," Fluttershy said calmly.
Twilight nodded, "Right. We should focus on keeping Schemetrick alive, hoping he doesn't push himself too much."
"Yeah. He was a nice guy," Nyx agreed, "Just hate to see him working for bad Azure."
--------------------------------------------
"And so, Azure Phoenix massed his Imperial Phoenix Army about 50,000 Soldiers. Taking advantages of Three Griffon Brothers' Civil Wars, they have easily defeated most of their forces. Thus, Terra, Barriace and Grindor were forced to retreat and escape to Eagle's Peak Mountain. And at the same time, they then invaded the rest of provinces including Northern Griffon's Palace, which once conquered and occupied by Noble Guild. And now, they're settling down the locals while preparing the next march to finish off their enemies for good..."
After gathering and preparing for invasion on Northern Griffon, Imperial Phoenix Army marched and attacked Three Griffon Brothers, who were distracted from fighting and attacking each other. Because of the surprise invasion, they are easily defeated by them, and also forced to abandon their own territories and retreated to Eagle Peak's Mountain. And at the same time, they have conquered most of Northern Griffon border and even its palace as well. Now, they're calming down and assuring the locals that they are not a threat to them.
Azure Phoenix and the rest of Imperial Phoenix officials have gathered inside the meeting chamber as they're having discussion about finishing off Three Griffon Brothers once and for all. Greedo was the last griffon to enter as he was arrogantly boasting about himself for making a great contribution and demanding to have his own reward. His boast irritated and annoyed most of ponies, and even Twilight and her friends as well.
"Azure! Did you hear what I have said?!" Greedo demanded in annoyance and anger, "I demand the reward now! Without me, you all are nothing! Nothing!"
Bullhound groaned, "Oh, shut up..."  He then tripped Greedo and fell to the ground hard, causing him to go unconscious. He turned and bowed before Azure Phoenix, "I'm sorry, my lord."
"Leave him be. I don't need his advice to finish them off," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "Am I right, old friend?"
Schemetrick nodded as he shown the map of Eagle Peak's Mountain, "Indeed, we should. So, the brothers have overcome their differences. Is that what the letter says?"
"It came from them as confirmation," Axen reported firmly, "It appears they're not gonna let us get away with it."
Schemetrick scoffed, "I wouldn't be worry of them that much. Their quarreling will begin again soon."
"Intriguing... When you said it, you make it all sound so simple," Ratio said amusingly.
Schemetrick chuckled a bit, "Yes, it is. As you can see, Master Ratio, those brothers never gotten along, and always quarrel over the smallest things. It's no surprise they are still rivalry over the succession to their deceased father."
"That is true..." Snaptrap agreed, "But what about Virtue Dragon and his allies? No doubt they will strike us sooner or later."
"Or worse, he could get Sozin to assist him to finish us off," Blazefist said in concern, "I should return to Xuchang Province and prepare the defenses."
"Don't worry too much about that. After hearing the news of Noble Guild's defeat, Sozin has no interest to fight or even wanted to help Virtue to defeat us. Even they wanted, I am confident that Armorhide's defenses and traps will be enough to halt them," Schemetrick said confidently.
"You thought of everything? Amazing..." Anger remarked.
Bullhound nodded, "Yeah. We're lucky to have a friend like you."
"It's the strategist's duty is to know your enemies and prepare for everything," Schemetrick said calmly.
Azure Phoenix smirked, "I have nothing to worry about with Schemetrick in command. His abilities as strategist are unmatched."
"Should we begin the war council?" Strikespell asked firmly.
"Yes, we should," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "Time to finish our enemies once and for all."
"Yes, indeed, we shall," Schemetrick said calmly, "This will put the end of Noble Guild and his descendants once and for all."
"That sounds very cruel," Fluttershy said in concern, "The brothers are not dangerous anymore."
Twilight sighed, "In war time, nothing isn't dangerous because you have to make sure there will be no threat to anyone when you're on conquest."
"That is cruel..." Spike said in concern.
"Well, it's war, Spike. War is cruel..." Nyx commented in concern.
--------------------------------------------
Inside the main camp, Terra, Barricade and Grindor were having some discussion, involving to defeat and repel Azure Phoenix. Joining them were their remaining generals and advisors. After plotting out their course of action, they're ready to fight.
"We brothers are united by a bond of blood! We can easily repel Azure Phoenix if we work together!" Terra calls out to his brothers in determination.
Grindor nodded as he speaks, "You're absolutely right; we shall stand together as one and destroy our enemy!"
"Then, let's do this. We shall reclaim what is rightfully ours!" Barricade screeches eagerly.
"Indeed. As soon as they're out of our way, I shall take the place as the leader!" Terra exclaims in determination.
Grindor however frowns as he snaps, "Hey! Father chose me to be successor, not you! So, I shall lead!"
"Because of you, we've lost most of our territories, soldiers and ponies to our enemies! Your leadership is unacceptable and pathetic!"
"Like you're better than me!"
Barricade however interrupts the arguing two, "Well, you just shut up! This is not the time to fight and argue when we're on war against the enemies! So, knock it off and prepare to strike. And I'll take the lead."
Barricade exited the main camp, along with his soldiers. The rest of them looked at both Terra and Grindor.
Grindor sighed, "He does have the point."
"Hate to admit it. Let's do this first. Then, we'll settle our argument later. Let's move out now!" Terra exclaims in agreement. Their argument will have to be settled later. Now's the time to fight someone else!
Terra and Grindor exited their camp as they prepared their army. They all headed off to their new locations to camp and fighting off their enemies now. Terra headed to the northern mountain, Barricade moved to the front mountain and Grindor remained behind to defend the main camp. They all ready to fight off Imperial Phoenix Army.
-----------------------------
Imperial Phoenix Army and Griffon Brothers Army are charging and battling against each other fiercely. Anger, Axen, Bladestrike, Blazefist and Clawdestroyer were leading the vanguards against the enemy troops. Five generals have easily defeated and killed most of Griffon Generals and soldiers.
Azure Phoenix, Strikespell, Schemetrick, Fluteheart, Bullhound, Ratio, Snaptrap, Twilight, Fluttershy, Spike and Nyx remained behind as they watched the battlefield.
"Even though they have regrouped and united together, Griffon Brothers still have no chance against us. But we can't afford to waste the time." Strikespell said thoughtfully.
Ratio spoke out, "I believe Barricade is the key to this battlefield."
"We'll need to take out Barricade in order to break the bond between three brothers." Schemetrick added in. If Barricade is taken out, then the other two will be no trouble.
Strikespell smirked as he added, "That should be easy. My beloved wife, would you accompany to join the battlefield?"
Fluteheart smirked while responding, "It would be my pleasure, my love. Revenge will be sweet."
"Wow, she's determined for this." Spike comments to the others quietly.
"Do you blame her? She wanted payback on Barricade for a long time." Nyx explains with a shrug. "I hope it doesn't bite her on the flank though."
Schemetrick spoke clearly, to Strikespell and Fluteheart, "Allow me to accompany you. I would like to perform my great act."
"Do as you please." Strikespike said. His ally can help out as much as he can.
Strikespell nudged his Dragon Steed off, joined by Schemetrick, Fluteheart and even Blazefist and Axen followed him as well. They all charge straight to Barricade's camp, which located on the small hill. They all have easily defeated and killed the troops. They all have arrived at the very same location.
Strikespell and his allies entered the main camp, where Barricade armed with his sword and shield. Imperial Phoenix Army remained outside to rout every last of Griffon Soldiers.
"Damn you! Damn you, Phoenix Scums! You'll pay for this!" Barricade screams out to the army in fury.
"Give it up. You have no chance against us!" Strikespell boasted out arrogantly to Barricade.
Schemetrick smirked while speaking up, "Aren't you tired of being mediator between two imbeciles? Why don't we make your life easier?"
Barricade screamed, "How dare you speak to me that way?! I'll silence you for good; starting with you, Strikespell for stealing my maid!"
As Barricade charged and readied to finish his enemy off, the soldiers were about to attack but halted by their master. Strikespell remained firm and calm. Barricade was close to finish him off. Fluteheart armed and thrust her flute-blade at his chest, piercing through his heart.
"I'm not your maid or sex slave. I am Lord Strikespell's Wife and member of Imperial Phoenix Army. And I'm proud of it." Fluteheart spoke out sternly to her former master. It's only sweet to make Barricade pay.
Strikespell gently moved Fluteheart aside. He turned and struck his blade on Barricade's chest.
"Never speak to my wife that way again, asshole." Strikespell remarked darkly to Barricade who is now close to his death.
Barricade soughed heavily, "I have failed to avenge my father... How pathetic..."
As soon as Barricade succumbed to his death, Strikespell turned and looked at Fluteheart. She looked worry and scared as she bowed her head down. He held her face up for him to kiss gently and passionately. She returned it back to him. They then departed.
"Don't do that again. I cannot afford to lose the most beautiful flower in my heart. I'd be dead as ice." Strikespell sighs to his wife. He almost lost her for her action.
Fluteheart spoke softly, "I promised, my love."
Schemetrick watch the two as he chuckled in thought, "Oh love... Just like Lord Azure and his mother."
"I wish I want to know about her. I'd never see her face before." Strikespell sighs sadly. As he was separated from Celestia, the foal never saw his mother in his younger years.
"I'm sure you will when the time of your father's has come."
Strikespell looked confuse and concern of what Schemetrick has said, yet curious and hopeful that he could meet his mother.
---------------------------
Terra and Grindor meet up at the middle of battlefield. They all ready to launch the assault. The messenger has arrived and reported to them.
"My lord; Lord Barricade has been killed!" The messenger calls out to the two, much to their shock and outrage.
"What; Imperial Phoenix Army are that strong?! Grindor, you go out there and take care of them!" Terra exclaims angrily to his brother.
"Why me; you go first!" Grindor protests to Terra stubbornly.
"You said you want to be on the front line!"
"So, you can run for your live; you coward!"
Terra and Grindor have gotten into the argument and fight among themselves. Their soldiers were confuse and worried as they have no idea what they should do now.
Imperial Phoenix Army was in shock and surprise of what they just saw. They even laughed at the Griffon Brothers.
"I don't believe it. They were arguing during the middle of battlefield. And I thought that my brother and I have the worst." Blazefist spoke mockingly. Without Barricade around, there's nothing to keep these two from fighting amongst themselves.
"The Griffon Brothers have always been stupid. Argue more than helping with each other a lot." Clawdestroyer spoke out in amusement.
"This should be easy." Anger remarked in amusement. These two will be the last to die.
"Let us finish this off now! To battle," Bladestrike roared out in determination.
The Imperial Phoenix Army charged and attacked Griffon Army at once and easily while Griffon Brothers were still arguing and fighting among themselves.
At the Imperial Phoenix Camp, Azure Phoenix and his allies were amazed and impressed to see the battlefield.
"Schemetrick was right, all along. He never ceased to amaze me with his insights." Azure said to his group with a light chuckle.
Ratio nodded as he spoke, "Indeed, it is. And reports confirmed that Sozin hasn't launch the invasion on us so far. This is the time to finish them for good."
"Yes. But we must be weary of Hippogriff Tribe. They're coming now!" Snaptrap said in concern.
------------------
Strikespell and his allies were marching down at once. They were about to join the battlefield. They then supported something ahead of them - a large army of Hippogriff Army, who worn skeletons-like barbarian fashions while armed with their swords, spears and axes. They all screeched wildly and happily as they charged into the battlefield.
"Looks like the Hippogriff has come to finish us off," Strikespell said seriously, knowing of a battle coming up.
"We must finish them off from attacking us. Blazefist will accompany me to finish them off. You and the rest must go and assist our lord." Schemetrick gives out instructions to his group.
"Are you certain?"
"Don't worry, I'll be fine. Go now."
Strikespell nodded as he, his wife and Axen moved out at once, along with the large numbers of soldiers. Schemetrick and Blazefist turned and readied to finish the Hippogriff Army.
"Are you alright? Maybe you should rest. I'll take care of them." Blazefist said to Schemetrick in determination. It will fit him well to get rid of these freaks once and for all.
Schemetrick said to his ally in assuration, "Don't worry about me. I'll be fine. Let's stop them now before they could complicate things!"
Schemetrick trotted off. Blazefist and small numbers of his soldiers followed him at once. They charged and rammed the Hippogriff Army. Blazefist swung and struck his Falcon Spear at them one-by-one. Unlike before, he unleashed his pure fury and anger to defeat them. Schemetrick summoned magical orbs-like in shooting and blasting off one-by-one.
However, each time Schemetrick fights very hard and used his spells to attack, he kept on having a heartache in him. It pains him a lot.
Luckily, Schemetrick, Blazefist and their soldiers have managed to defeat and drove the Hippogriff Army off. Schemetrick groaned in pain as he was about to fall down but grabbed and held by Blazefist.
"Take it easy, Strategist Lord. You're pushing yourself too hard." Blazefist said to his ally in concern.
Schemetrick grunts, "I'll be fine; Just a little rest."
--------------------------
After defeating and killing most of Griffon Army on battlefield, Imperial Phoenix Army continued to push off the rest of them. They arrived and surrounded the main camp, where Terra and Grindor are at.
"I am the eldest son of esteemed Noble Family! You commoners kneel before me!" Terra exclaims furiously at the intruders.
Clawdestroyer screeched as he clawed at Terra's chest, "No. You will die before me for abandoning and betraying me!"
"No... The Noble Family will be destroyed... This can't be. These commoners are not fit to rule the land."
Grindor screamed in fear. He turned and was about to escape. He was blocked by Strikespell and his allies.
"My father favor me over my brother. I owe it to him to defend our proud family." Grindor spoke out in alarm and frantic.
Strikespell just scoffs at this, "Favor you? It's a pitiful. Your father favors you because he didn't want to embarrass you in front of your brothers. He was disappointed in you for being weak and pathetic in the end."
Grindor screamed in anger as he charged and was about to attack Strikespell, who dodged the attack before struck his Dual Blade at his chest.
"Like I said, you're pathetic and weak." Strikespell said as if kicking the son of the bitch down.
Grindor coughs out blood for the last time as he dies, "After all my father did for me... What a shame to die without fulfilling his wishes..."
"Victory is ours! Noble Family's legacy has been ended."
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud cheer as they have won the battlefield.
-------------------
Imperial Phoenix Army has returned to the main camp. Strikespell and his allies reported to him about the latest news.
"Well done. That marked the end of our battle with Noble Family. Noble Guild, your children clung stubbornly to life.” Azure said, adding the next part to the now dead Noble Guild.
Schemetrick sighed, "It's all over."
Feeling a heartache, Schemetrick yelped as he was about to fall down. But he was grabbed by Snaptrap and Ratio.
"Damn it, Schemetrick. Have you lost your mind?!" Ratio snapped in annoyance to Schemetrick.
"Indeed, you almost got killed!" Snaptrap scowls angrily at Schemetrick.
"You push too hard, Schemetrick." Azure said seriously to his ally.
"Oh dear, I got a bad feeling about this." Fluttershy said sadly as she looks at Schemetrick. It doesn't look good.
"I know....I don't think Schemetrick has time to last here." Twilight comments in agreement.
"Don't worry about me. I'll be fine. When we return home... We must feast..." Schemetrick commented, giving out a weak smile.
Azure on the other hoof just chuckled, "My old friend. You'd never ceased to amuse me..."
Imperial Phoenix Army then laughed amusingly and happily about Schemetrick's jokes. Nevertheless, they packed up their stuffs and ready to return home now.
During their travelling to Xuchang Province, Azure Phoenix was leading back home while the rest of his generals, advisors and army followed him from behind. 
Schemetrick was resting inside the carriage due to him getting sick. He was watched over by Twilight and her friends, Ratio and Snaptrap.
"Ratio... Snaptrap... Twilight..." Schemetrick spoke out weakly. Everyone looked at him as he continues, "I have three things to tell you. You three are proven yourselves to be noblest and loyal advisors to Lord Azure."
"Schemetrick..." Ratio said calmly, fearing the worst.
Snaptrap scoffed a bit, "What's brought this on? Praising me isn't going to get you anywhere."
"And what's with the comment towards mommy?" Nyx ask her group in concern. "You know, I'm tired of the dumb Oracle and advisor praise."
"Just leave it. Twilight did her part." Spike said to Nyx with a sigh.
"Still...."
"Why are you telling us like this?" Twilight spoke out. Her eyes widen as she gasp. "No... Don't tell me..."
"Second, take care of our lord especially you, Twilight." Schemetrick added, finishing up his life. "And finally, you will see the true colours of our lord in the future. There is more to him... than meets the eye..."
Ratio gasped, "Schemetrick?!" He is shocked to see Schemetrick has closed his eyes while giving his last breath, "Oh no; Schemetrick!"
Snaptrap calls out quickly to Azure, "Lord Azure, It's Master Schemetrick!"
"Please, say no more. I know." Azure said calmly. He knew his friend was due to die since earlier.
"Cousin..." Anger said to Azure in rare sadness.
Strikespell sighed while closing his eyes, "Father..."
Azure Phoenix has a little tear formed and flowed down on his cheek before sighed, "Farewell, old friend."
"Azure... He's sad again to lose Schemetrick..." Twilight sighs as she shakes her head at this.
"Wow. Even when he acted like a tyrant, he can still be the pony we know from our time." Nyx said in thought. Maybe she and the others were wrong to keep judging Azure harshly.
"Right. Sometimes in the heart of a jerk, lies a heart of gold." Fluttershy said in agreement.
"How can you tell?" Spike ask his adopted mother in concern.
"That's how I act after I betray and hurt my friends." Twilight said, still hurting from when she was forced to turn on her friends to side with Azure, without choice.
Fluttershy patted Twilight on the back as she said softly, "Oh, Twilight. That's in the past. Everything is fine. We're still here. You didn't lose us..."
Twilight sighed, "Thanks, Fluttershy..."
---------
Meanwhile in the present....
"Headmare Twilight? Councillor Starlight," A familiar pony by the name of Sandbar spoke out as he came in, looking around. "Man, we were told they were here...."
"Enough peeking," Gallus scoffs as he pushes Sandbar aside to let the Student Seven come into the room. "Honestly...."
"Wow. This is a big place." Ocellus said as she flies through the room. "Councilor Starlight and Sunset came here to look for them but they haven't come back yet. Maybe they're been...."
"No way, Ocellus; I doubt they would be kidnapped."
"Yona sees something on table." Yona said, spotting a book on book stand and comes over."
"Be careful with that." Carrie said to Yona as the others follow her. "That's the Book of Ages, one of the most powerful books in the Mystic Realm. We could get into trouble if we ended up ripping it or worst."
"Yona be careful with book as she is with books back at school library."
"Ugh. Where are Spike and the others?" Smolder scoffs a bit as she looks around. "I wish something happened."
Suddenly as if to respond to her request, the Book of Age glowed brightly. Silverstream gasped, "Something's happening."
"Whoa, whoa! I didn't mean right now...."
Ocellus got curiously as she got closer. But suddenly, she screams as the Changeling got dragged in it, "Gah; HELP!"
"Whoa, Ocellus," Sandbar yelps as he grabs Ocellus by the tail. "Whoa!"
"Someone grab them!" Carrie gasps as she grabs Sandbar but is getting dragged in.
"Hoo boy," Gallus yelps as he and the other grabs Carrie but is dragged in too. "We're getting dragged in!"
"Wheee," Silverstream laughs as the group are dragged into the Book of Ages which closes afterwards.
-----------
"Due to the effort of Imperial Phoenix Officers and even fallen Schemetrick, Noble Griffon Family were eliminated. With Northern Griffon and Central Plain under his control, Azure Phoenix had amassed the largest force in the land."
After defeating Noble Griffon Family and also conquered Northern Griffon, Imperial Phoenix Army have returned home to Xuchang Province. As most of Imperial Phoenix Army celebrated for their victory over their enemies, Azure Phoenix left the party at once. He has arrived at the outskirt of Xuchang Province, where he was looking at two tombstones - 'An Honorary Bodyguard - Rhino Armor' and also 'The Greatest Strategist - Schemetrick'. He sat down before the two tombstones. He poured the wine drinks for himself and them as well. He drank calmly and firmly while weeping and talking tearfully to them. 
Unknown to him, Azure Phoenix was followed by Twilight and her friends, Anger, Blazefist, Strikespell, Fluteheart, Bullhound, Ratio and Snaptrap. They all approached to him. Instead of asking, they all sat down before two tombstones. They all kept quiet for the moment. None of them have spoken a word at all.
Twilight spoke, "I'm sorry, Lord Azure."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "It's only natural, Twilight. There was nothing we can do to prevent his death. Once he sets his mind on his objective, Schemetrick will not stop until Imperial Phoenix Army has achieved victory. He was too stubborn and worried about us so much. He's a good friend I can depend on."
"Yeah. I know that feeling," Twilight said calmly.
"My lord, we may not be good as Schemetrick, we will do what we can to help you achieve your ambition. You have our word," Ratio said calmly.
Snaptrap nodded, "We have made promise to our friend."
"If there's anything you need, cousin, we'll be here for you." Anger said firmly and calmly.
Blazefist nodded, "We would glad to give our life for you."
"We will not fail you, father," Strikespell said firmly and calmly.
"I will keep your son safe. You have my word, father," Fluteheart said humbly.
"Who cares about Schemetrick?!" The cocky and arrogant voice shouted. Everyone turned and glared at Greedo, who has arrived at the scene. He was drunk as he kept on drinking his wine, "I'm the one, who helped him win the greatest battlefield in history! I helped them to defeat Noble Guild and his noble family. Without me, all of you are nothing! Nothing!"
Bullhound groaned in anger. He swung his punch at Greedo's head hard, causing him to have a snap on his neck. Greedo fell to the ground. He died. Everyone was in shock and concern especially Azure Phoenix, who still remained calm and cold. Bullhound turned and bowed before him.
"Forgive me, my lord. I can't stand of his insults," Bullhound apologized, "I will accept any punishment you give to me."
"Bury him in a proper place with the rest of his soldiers. Pay respect to him. That is all," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. Bullhound nodded firmly. He turned and looked at his own army. Suddenly, more of Imperial Phoenix Officers and soldiers have arrived and stood before him. He sighed, "I don't know how long our war can continue especially when dealing with Virtue Dragon and his allies, but together, we will defeat him and the rest of rebels. We will achieved the peace for this kingdom. We will restore the order. And we will end the chaos for good!"
Imperial Phoenix Army gave the loud cheer and applause to Azure Phoenix. Twilight and her friends remained uncertain and concern about it. Nevertheless, they will do what they can to make sure Azure Phoenix resolve to end the conflict peacefully with Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger.
Suddenly, a bright light shinned on top of them. It blinded everyone's eyes. As soon as the light dimmed and disappeared, they heard some screams. They looked up and found two winged creatures falling straight down on Blazefist's back hard. While most of Imperial Phoenix Army was confused, Twilight and her friends looked worry and scared. They were looking at Gallus and Silverstream were sitting on top of Blazefist's back. They both groaned and grunted painfully while rubbing their heads.
"That was some kind of ride," Gallus remarked sarcastically.
Silverstream gasped, "Headmare Twilight! Professor Fluttershy! Spike! Nyx! And even Imperial Phoenix Army is here! It's great to see you here! You won't believe what happen!"
Imperial Phoenix Army were still confuse and uncertain. Azure Phoenix demanded, "Who are they? Twilight? Why are there Hippogriff and Griffon doing here?! It's quite odd to see them being friends."
Twilight giggled uneasily, "It's complicated."
Blaezfist groaned, "Better hope this is not some creature I hated the most that my future self actually befriend with."
Gallus gulped, "Something tells me that these aren't the guys we know of."
Silverstream looked confuse, "Huh? I don't get it."
--------------------------------------------
"Virtue Dragon, a pony whom reality fell far short of his idealistic dreams. He desperately sought an answer  to his problem. After Virtue Dragon fled to Jing Province, Sozin granted him the land of Xin Castle. For the first time since the chaos had begun, he finally had a place to call home."
After hearing the news about Noble Guild and his family have been defeated and conquered by Virtue Dragon and his allies including Ben, Starlight, Applejack, Pinkie and Phobos left the Mystical Temple at once. They headed to the Jing Province, where they were greeted warmly by Sozin. After talking and chatting about the territory that Virtue Dragon and his allies could have, Sozin agreed to pass the Xin Castle to him as his own base and land. Virtue Dragon and his allies finally have their home to stay.  They can relax and stay peacefully on their new home now.
Virtue Dragon and Blade Dragoon agreed to adopt Saber Dragoon and Rogue as their sons now. Blade Dragoon traveled through town and villages to recruit and gather some soldiers for battle. Warpath Temper was training the recruits into fitful soldiers. Bullock and Hook were scouting and patrolling the area, making sure that their allies are well-prepared for invasion from Imperial Phoenix Army. Dragonspear was training Saber, Rogue and Twinkle Star to become effective and strong warriors. Sparkle has changed her name to new one as Twinkle Star, avoiding Ben to miss and think about her a lot. Three adopted children of Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper have gotten well along by talking to each other, training very hard and even have lunch together. Rogue and Twinkle became very close as they talked, trained and having daily meal a lot especially when they're close together.
Applejack was helping Saber to sharpened his swordsmanship. Pinkie was cooking and delivering some foods to her friends. Phobos was eating and sleeping for minding his own business. Ben and Starlight were with Virtue Dragon at the castle's walls. They were looking at the blue sky.
"So peaceful and quiet..." Virtue Dragon commented before sighed, "Azure Phoenix and his army will soon come and invade our territories. We may not have the chance to hold and defend our home. We will mostly lose the fight again."
"Maybe. Maybe not,"  Starlight said thoughtfully. Virtue Dragon looked at her. She continued, "The reason Azure Phoenix and his army kept winning is because he has lots and lots of military officers and strategists. He listened to their advice and plans, and thus he wins a lot of battlefield especially defeating Devil Destroyer and Noble Guild."
Ben hummed thoughtfully, "She's right, Virtue. You need a strategist. And I know who."
"Really? Who is it? Do you know him? You must tell me!" Virtue insisted firmly.
Suddenly, everyone heard some shouts and screams. They looked up and found two familiar students slammed on them to the ground hard. They all groaned painfully before getting up. Ben and Starlight gasped in shock and surprise.
"Sandbar?! Smolder?!" Ben and Starlight asked in shock.
"Hey, Professor Ben and Counselor Starlight, what's up?" Sandbar greeted casually.
"Yeah, where the heck were you?! Where have you gone to?!" Smolder asked in annoyance and frustration. She then looked around of her surroundings. She looked confuse and worried, "Where the heck are we? What's the Nice Mystic Pony doing here?!"
"Mystic Pony?! Where?!" Virtue Dragon asked in surprise as he looked around, "If he's here, we could use his help to defeat Azure Phoenix and restore the Imperial Court!"
Sandbar and Smolder looked shock and confuse. Ben sighed, "It's a long story."
Starlight nodded, "I have the feeling that Narrator is behind the stunt again..."
--------------------------------------------
"After Courage Tiger became the leader of Tiger Clan, he continued to govern and stabilize his Wuhu River, as well as making defense preparation for naval battle against the invaders including Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army, all thanks to both ministers and military officers."
Courage Tiger and his loyalists continued govern and stabilize Wuhu River, as well as making preparation for defending their home via Naval and Ground Battles. Anchor was training the soldiers and marines in the naval battles and sailing ships. Apollo Python were recruiting more soldiers and marines to join the military. Hammerod was training his soldiers including new officers - Trip, Pirate Scythe, Renegade Stark and Gauntlet for ground battlefield. Wiserton and Sam LaMaurche were dealing with financial, economic and commerce. Courage Tiger was inside the throne chamber, along with Riverstrike, Scarblade, Lian, Tigress, Aqua, Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset. They were discussing of their future of their homeland and fighting off the invaders when the time has come.
"Our naval and ground assault training have improved well and effectively. We'll be ready for invaders if they tried to invade our home," Riverstrike said firmly, "We will not let Wuhu River fallen to the enemy's hands."
Courage Tiger nodded firmly, "Good, Riverstrike. I hate to think if we don't make preparation for battling the enemies from inside and out, our home will be destroyed."
"Let them try. We'll just have to fight and win," Aqua said confidently.
"I will keep you safe," Scarblade said firmly to Courage Tiger, "As long I hold my breathe."
"I will always be with you, my lord," Lian said calmly.
"As long we're together, we can make it out alive," Tigress said calmly.
Courage Tiger sighed, "Thank you all. I'm honored to have you with me."
"So, you'd think we're ready to fight back?" Rainbow asked hopefully, "We can't wait too long now."
Sunset nodded, "Rainbow's right. The longer we wait, the more problem we're about to get. The sooner we strike back, the better we have the chance to save the Emperor. It's what your brother would have wanted."
"They do have the point, darling," Rarity  agreed.
"We will. As soon as our soldiers are fit for battles, then we shall go and invade Xuchang Province," Courage Tiger said calmly. He looked up and found strange lights appeared and shinned brightly, "What the hell?!"
Everyone noticed it. The light sinned brightly as it created portal. Ocellus, Yona and Carrie were thrown straight at Courage Tiger hard. Everyone gasped in shock and worry. They all approached and checked on him. Four of them were groaning and moaning painfully.
"Ocellus?! Yona?! Carrie?!" Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset asked in shock and worried.
Yona gasped, "Professor Ponies alright!" The yak jumped and slammed on them to the ground hard. She laughed and hugged them tightly, "Yak miss so much! Yak so scared that professor ponies are gone!"
Ocellus nodded, "Yeah. You have been gone for almost two hours. We were worried about you. So, we went and find you. We were at Mystic Library." She looked around of her surroundings. She looked nervous and worried, "Something tells me that this is not a library."
"Lord Courage?! Are you okay?!" Carrie asked in concern as she helped Courage Tiger to get up. She bowed before him, "I'm so sorry for knocking you down." Suddenly, she felt a blade touched her neck. She looked and found Scarblade aimed his blade at her, "Hey, easy with the blade!"
"Who are you?! How did you know my name, human?" Courage demanded. He then looked at Ocellus and Yona, "What are those filthy Changeling and Yak doing here? They're not welcome here!"
"Filthy?!" Yona asked as she was being offended. 
"You don't know us?" Ocellus asked in surprise, "But we're friends!" She found Tiger Clan officers were confuse and disbelieved of what she has said. She looked shock and worried, "What's going on?"
Rainbow sighed, "It's a long story, Ocellus. You'd be shock about it..."
END...
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		Chapter 23: The Sleeping Dragon



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 23: The Sleeping Dragon

"After Virtue Dragon was granted the land of Xin Castle from Lord Sozin, he quietly ruminated on his ambitions. His dream of helping to ease the ponies's sufferings... The cruel reality that he had not been accomplished nearly enough..." Narrator narrated, "He needed someone who provide him a way to turn his dream into a reality. The province of Jing, being located in the center of the land, was bustling with travelers coming and going. Despite the vibrancy, Virtue Dragon would not easily find his answer there. Then, suddenly, Virtue Dragon's days of peaceful reflection came to a crushing end."
In 165 - 170 A.E., Virtue Dragon and his allies have spent some peace and quiet times at Xin Castle, and at the same time, they were recruiting and training their own army, preparation against Azure Phoenix. They also were searching and hiring some strategists at Jing Province, hoping to turn the tide against their common enemy. But so far, they unsuccessfully able to find the strategist or any of them would join them to fight.
"His rude awakening came at the hooves of Azure Phoenix, who was practical to the point of cruelty, and had no qualms about using his power to take what he wanted. After defeating and eliminating the Noble Griffon Family at Mt. Eagle's Peak, Azure Phoenix solidified his position in Northern Griffon for five years, all thanks to his dying strategist - Schemetrick. And now he has advanced his army south, determined not to let his fallen friend's effort in vain. For his first move, he attacked Virtue Dragon at Xin Castle. Although Virtue Dragon was weak at that time, he would become a powerful foe if given the opportunity. He has placed Armorhide, Strict Stalker and Laxtinct in vanguard and moved his forces  to strike Virtue Dragon."
Spending five years after defeating the Noble Griffon Family, Azure Phoenix calmed down the civilians while stabilizing the Northern Griffon. And at the same time, he also was recruiting and training more soldiers. He was prepared to invade the Jing Province. He has placed Armorhide as the leader of vanguard, along with Strict Stalker and Laxtinct as his lieutenants, and the army of 50,000 soldiers. They all marched to the south as they prepared to invade and finish off Virtue Dragon and his allies once and for all.
"Together with his brave allies, Virtue Dragon stood before the encroaching threat of Azure Phoenix's army. Would his ideals be swallowed by the depths of Azure Phoenix's ambition?"
Virtue Dragon gathered his allies and soldiers as they're preparing to face off Armorhide's vanguard army, hoping they can achieve victory for once...
--------------------------------------------
In 170 A.E., Virtue Dragon and his allies have encamped at some small garrisons, which was located further from Xin Castle's outskirt. Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and even Saber Dragoon were standing before the fence. Ben, Applejack and Sandbar were with them. Rogue and Twinkle Star were training their army for battles. Warpath was looking out for Armorhide's large vanguard unit, who are standing before the garrison. Smolder was with him as she was spying on enemy's main camp via using the telescope. Both Bullock and Hook have returned from patrolling as they're making report to their leader.
"My lord, they're ready to attack us!" Hook reported in fear and concern, "Their numbers are larger than ours. We might not have the chance to push them back."
Bullock scoffed, "Well, if this is gonna be our last battle to die, I'm gonna give it all for Lord Blade Dragoon!"
"Thank you, Bullock and Hook. You all did well," Blade Dragoon said calmly and firmly. While touching and patting his long beard, He turned and looked at Virtue Dragon, "Brother?"
Virtue sighed, "Might armies now encroach upon Jing Province. Azure Phoenix's methods are heartless and cruel. But what should I do? No matter how hard I tried, I was unable to defeat him and rescue your friends, Ben. I'm sorry." He sighed, "Is Azure Phoenix destined to rule the land? If so, then I far this chaos will never come to an end. Maybe I was destined to fall here, and never meant to restore Qin Dynasty..."
"Hey, we're not giving up, Lord Virtue. We're just getting started," Ben protested.
Applejack nodded, "Yeah. Just because you failed too many times, doesn't mean it's the end of the world. Azure Phoenix hasn't actually conquer the whole land. We still got chance to fight and push them back."
"They're both right, Father. We can't give up. We just need an opportunity to strike," Saber said optimistically.
"The kid's right, brother!" Warpath shouted happily as he and Smolder climbed down the tower's ladders. He approached to them, "Maybe you're overthinking things. You need to do things your own way. You'll always have us on your side."
Blade Dragoon nodded in agreement, "Indeed. No matter what happens, we will stand by your side till the end, brother."
"Our fathers' right, Lord Uncle." Rogue said firmly, "Don't become Azure Phoenix. Be the pony, who has cherished and cared for ponies. It's the reason why so many of us join and follow you till the end."
Twinkle Star nodded, "Yes. Despite outnumbered we maybe, we will not fail and try again until we're victories. We cannot give up."
"You all..." Virtue said in surprise. He looked up ahead and found Dragonspear, Starlight and another pony is with them. He spoke, "They have returned. Huh? Who is that?"
Starlight and Dragonspear approached to Virtue. She spoke, "We found a strategist to help us, Virtue. His name is Cooler. You might find something shocking about him too."
Everyone was confused. They looked at the new pony. They even Sandbar gasped in shock and surprise, and even Cooler himself - who is adult Sandbar-lookalike pony except he worn greenish traveling suit and has a combed cyan mane and tail.
"Wow... He looks just like me..." Sandbar commented in shock and surprise.
Cooler nodded in surprise, "Definitely. Never thought I have someone, who looks a lot like me, my friend..."
"I didn't know Sandbar has twin brother," Phobos asked in surprise.
"I don't think he is..." Ben disagreed, "He could be one of Sandbar's ancestors because of his looks and personality." He sighed, "I hope I won't ran into my ancestor around here."
Dragonspear nodded, "Master Cooler is a talented strategist. He is certain to assist our lord's effort."
"Sound suspicious if you asked me," Smolder said suspiciously.
Cooler bowed humbly, "I harbor no ill towards Lord Virtue. I'm simply asked you to trust me."
Warpath hummed suspiciously before sighed, "Well. What do we got to lose? It's not like we're gonna make any difference. All we do is charge and attack them. Simple as that."
Smolder nodded amusingly, "Definitely, easy."
"Don't get cocky." Applejack warned Warpath and Smolder, "Remember the last time we fought Imperial Phoenix Army. We almost lost our lives, and some of our friends. We just have to be prepare for anything."
Pinkie nodded, "She's right. They're good at planning and attacking us with huge army. I hate to think that we're gonna lose again." She giggled, "But what do we got to lose now? We've got the Sleeping Dragon!"
"Pinkie..." Pinkie's friends groaned in annoyance.
Pinkie smiled, "I know. I know. Cooler is not Sleeping Dragon. I was just trying to be optimistic."
"If you want to find Sleeping Dragon, I'm happy to help you find him," Cooler said calmly. Everyone looked surprise to look at him in awe and surprise. He continued, "I've known this guy well. He and I were students once. He is a reclusive genius. He has the ability to see the bigger picture. You must secure his cooperation."
"So, who is he?" Virtue asked.
"His name is Skysoar Intellect," Cooler answered, "I'll help you find him soon. But now, we must deal with the enemies first. I have the plan."
Virtue and his allies gathered around Cooler, whom explained and gave his plans to them of what they can do. Ben and his own friends have their own discussion, involving of their own friends now.
"I saw Spike, Gallus and Silverstream. They're with Imperial Phoenix Army," Smolder said in concern yet angered, "Damn it. What the hell were they doing?!"
"Easy, Smolder. Remember what Ben has told us?" Sandbar asked in concern before continued, "If Twilight hadn't give herself to Azure Phoenix and make a deal with him, all of them would be killed. She's not willing to let them die because of that Azure wanted her as his strategist."
"Luckily; Fluttershy, Nyx, Spike, and now Gallus and Silverstream are with Twilight. They'll keep her safe," Pinkie said happily.
"I'm more surprised that Azure let a Hippogriff in, considering how much Blazefist hated them,"  Applejack said in concern, "Could be Twilight saving her life from him?"
Ben shrugged, "Who knows? More importantly is that Gallus and Silverstream are alive and with Spike now. The only students we've gotta worry about is Carrie, Yona and Ocellus. I have the feeling that they're at Wuhu River. I just hope they're don't get so much offense from Ma Ponies."
"Yeah. I'm worried too. The last time we tried to get them together, it didn't go well for us," Pinkie said in concern.
"I just hope that Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset are there if they're alive," Starlight said in concern.
Phobos cleared his throat, "Should we do something about the bad guys now? Push them off and rescue our friends?"
"Hopefully, we can, Phobos..." Ben said in concern.
--------------------------------------------
At the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp, Armorhide was talking and discussing with both Strict Stalker and Laxtinct about making strategy and formation to fight and finish off Virtue Dragon and his allies. Spike was writing down on his scroll before passing to the generals. Gallus and Silverstream, who worn Imperial Phoenix Armor, have arrived and bowed humbly before them.
"Armorhide, we've done our work," Gallus reported sarcastically. Strict Stalker stomped his trident on the ground, scaring the griffon off. He gulped, "I mean! General Armorhide, the preparation for our army is ready."
Silverstream nodded, "Yeah. They're ready to finish our enemies off including our friends..."
Spike groaned in concern, "Guys..."
"Silverstream, our lord has made a promise that we only defeat and kill Virtue Dragon and his allies. Nothing more and nothing less," Armorhide said firmly, "We will rescue your friends. You will have our word."
Strict Stalker nodded, "Indeed. We will succeed our mission. You should be lucky that our lord is very generous from killing you especially Lieutenant Blazefist wanted to do so."
Silverstream hummed fearfully, "I so don't want to get on his bad side."
"Relax, kiddo. He isn't that bad," Laxtinct said calmly and happily before showing worried and uneasily looks, "Much..."
"Great. That make us feel better..." Gallus said in annoyance.
"Either way, let us proceed and finish them off once and for all. This will be an easy battle," Armorhide said firmly, "All units prepare for battle! Laxtinct and Strict Stalker, prepare our special formation for our guests. Time to show them they're still hopeless to defeat us."
"Yes, General!" Everyone exclaimed and bowed humbly.
"I can't believe this..." Gallus said in frustration, "We're going to fight our own friends. This is so unfair."
Silverstream sighed, "I don't like it too, Gallus. But Headmare Twilight said that if we win the battle and capture them alive, Azure Phoenix will spare and let them join us. It's the only way."
"Yeah. Trust me. It's never been fair to any of us. War is like that," Spike said in concern.
Gallus groaned, "I hate wars now..."
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon and his allies marched out from their garrison. They all armed and ready to strike down the enemies. They all split up their forces. Both Blade Dragoon and Warpath went through the forest, along with the company of Rogue, Twinkle Star, Bullock, Hook, Smolder, Starlight, Pinkie and 1.000 soldiers. Virtue, Saber, Dragonspear, Cooler, Ben's Team and the remaining forces of 2,000 soldiers charged to the front line, where they found Strict Stalker and Laxtinct stood before them, with their large numbers of soldiers.
Seeing the enemy is approaching, Strict Stalker shouted, "All units, formed up!"
Laxtinct blew his horn before shouted, "Eight Gate Formation!"
Imperial Phoenix Army cheered wildly and firmly as they obeyed the order. They quickly moved out and formed the a giant circle formation with main yet larger unit led by Strict Stalker on the center, eight large units covering the corners, along with some several small units guarding and defending them. Each of units are covered by shielded warriors, 30 archers and 100 soldiers with swords and spears. The formation shocked and surprised Virtue Dragon's main unit to stop at once.
"What the?!" Dragonspear exclaimed in shock.
"What is this?" Virtue asked in concern, "What kind of formation is this?"
"The Eight Gate Formation," Cooler answered calmly. Everyone looked at him. He continued to explain about the formation, "The Eight Gate Formation is ever-changing in appearance. If you make a mistake in how you approach it, only death will await you, such as charging at Colonel Strict Stalker, and then the formation will change and repel the attacks."
"So, that's bad?" Sandbar asked in concern.
"So, how the hell are we gonna beat them?!" Phobos asked angrily and annoyingly, "this sounds impossible."
"The formation may have been flawless and effective, but not impossible to destroy it,"  Cooler said calmly, "Inception, Life, Brilliance, Wonder, Obstruction, Repose, Pain and Death. In order to defeat this formation, these eight gates are the keys. Defeating the commanding officers, their own units will be thrown into confusion and chaos. Starting with Life, followed by Wonder, Brilliance, Inception, Repose, Obstruction, Pain and then finally, Death. Once we achieve it, the last remaining unit will be expose for all of us to charge and break through it."
"What?" Applejack asked in confusion.
Cooler sighed, "Go around in circle before attacking the main unit in middle."
"Oh! Why didn't you say so?!" Phobos asked in annoyance, "You strategist always like to confuse everyone..."
"Either way, we have the objective. I shall lead the attack," Dragonspear said firmly, "There may have left their weakness to expose, doesn't mean they will be easily to deal with. I can take the hit."
"Are you sure?" Virtue asked in concern.
"Have faith, my lord. I can do it," Dragonspear said firmly, "Let's do it!"
Dragonspear mounted on his white dragon steed. He led his small unit of 100 to charge straight at the Eight Gate Formation, while the rest of main unit remained behind and readied to attack. Strict Stalker screamed wildly as he waved his small flag. Laxtinct blew his horn to signal the units to change the formation. As they did, they moved and shifted from their original positions to another while firing their arrows and throwing spears at Dragonspear's unit. Dragonspear able to dodge and deflect the attacks, though his unit suffered some casualties and hits. Despite that, they entered the Gate of Life and engaged the enemies head on.
Following Cooler's advice, Dragonspear searched and thrust his spear in killing commanding officers of eight units by going around in circle. After going around in big circle, they arrived at the main unit. Both Strict Stalker and Laxtinct yelped and looked in shock and concern.
"What the?! How did they?!" Laxtinct asked in shock and concern.
"I don't know how they do it," Strict Stalker said in concern yet dryly, "He will not win this fight."
Strict Stalker screamed as he charged and engaged with Dragonspear. They both swung their trident and spears at each other for few times. Laxtinct jumped and slammed his war hammer on him from behind. Dragonspear spotted him as he quickly kicked Strict Stalker before dodged the attacks and rolled behind of Laxtinct, where he kicked him at the dragon warrior. Both of them got up and turned to face him. Laxtinct and Strict Stalker at Dragonspear, who quickly dodge and deflect the attacks for few times. Strict Stalker thrust his trident at Dragonspear, who grabbed and held it tightly while he has his back hoof in holding Laxtinct's hammer down for the moment. Dragonspear quickly swung and slapped his spear's pole at Laxtinct's face, before tripped him to fall down. Dragonspear thrust his spear in hitting Strict Stalker's guts before kicked him off. Dragonspear screamed firmly as he unleashed his powerful swing in knocking them both out.
Seeing their officers have been defeated, the Imperial Phoenix Army within Eight Gate Formation panicked and screamed in fear.
"It works!" Everyone exclaimed in surprise.
"Now's your chance. Push them back now!" Cooler exclaimed firmly.
"Now attack!"  Virtue ordered firmly.
Virtue's Main Army charged and easily defeat most of Imperial Phoenix Army. Strict Stalker and Laxtinct quickly retreat back to the main camp. Armorhide was in shock and confuse of what he just saw. He couldn't believe it in his own eyes that Virtue Dragon has actually managed to defeat him and his army.
"That's impossible. How could they manage to defeat us?!" Armorhide asked in shock and confusion.
"I have no idea. But we mess it up badly," Laxtinct commented in shock and worry.
Strict Stalker hissed, "There is one reason. They have the strategist among them. Because of him, our formation have crumbled."
ROAR! CRIED! Armorhide and his allies yelped in shock and panicked in fear. They found both sides are being invaded and attacked by Blade Dragoon's and Warpath's units. They all easily defeated and destroyed the units, and also burnt down the armory and supplies.  Blade Dragoon easily swung his Crescent Blue Dragon Blade at Strict Stalker to the walls while Warpath punched Laxtinct's face. They both turned and readied to finish off Armorhide, who prepared his large shield for the impact. Instead of getting killed, both Silverstream and Gallus charged and rammed them both off. Spike came and assisted Armorhide to get up. Gallus and Silverstream came to his aid.
"You saved us. Thank you," Armorhide said in relief.
"It's not like we have the choice," Gallus remarked sarcastically.
Silverstream nodded, "The last thing I wanted to do is deal with Blazefist's anger issue with me."
"Let's get out of here now!" Spike insisted.
Armorhide nodded in agreement before glared at Virtue Dragon and his allies, "Don't think this is over. We shall return! All units, fall back! Pull back to Xuchang now!"
Hearing the order, the remaining soldiers of Imperial Phoenix Army quickly make regrouped and escaped at once. Strict Stalker and Laxtinct stayed close to their allies as they quickly make their escape. And at the same time; Gallus, Silverstream and Spike took the last glance at their friends, Smolder and Sandbar. They all shown sad and guilty looks before make their escape.
"I can't believe it. They really side with the bad guys," Smolder said in disbelief.
Sandbar sighed, "Don't blame them, Smolder. They did what they have to do. Hopefully, changing Azure Phoenix's mind."
"Either way, we've won. That matters," Ben said firmly, "And soon, we'll get our friends back."
"We will," Warpath said firmly, "And I can't believe that fighting with them is so easy."
"No," Blade Dragoon disagreed, "Brute strength alone won't be enough to defeat them. Because of what Master Cooler has done for us, his strategy and intelligent have helped us to gain our very first victory against them."
Dragonspear nodded, "Indeed. We're lucky to have him by our sides."
"Yes, we do. But they will return soon," Virtue said in concern. He turned and looked at Cooler, "What is next?"
Cooler smiled, "We find and visit the Sleeping Dragon..."
--------------------------------------------
Armorhide, Strict Stalker, Laxtinct, Spike, Gallus and Silverstream made their full-retreat to Xuchang Province. Azure Phoenix, his advisors and military officers were gathered inside his office, where Armorhide and his group made the report about their failures. They all bowed down before the warlord.
Azure Phoenix hummed in concern, "This is unusual. I'd never thought that Virtue Dragon has actually manage to defeat you and your invincible formation."
Armorhide bowed his head to the ground as he apologizes, "Please, forgive me for failing you. I deserve punishment for not able to deal with Virtue Dragon at once."
"Do not be threatened, Armorhide. I will not punish you. But I must know. How did he do it?"
"We suspect that Virtue Dragon has obtained a strategist to defeat our formation." Strict Stalker said with a suspicious frown on his face. "I hate to admit I was surprised and amazed by the tactic."
"I think he's the guy, who looked like a kid, with cutie mark of turtles." Laxtinct said thoughtfully. "That guy's name is... I think... It's Master Cooler..."
Twilight gasped, "Sandbar... That means he and others must be with Ben now..."
"Right, at least another student is accounted for." Spike whispers in relief. Hopefully all of the students are okay, and not hurt.
"I can only pray the meanies don't hurt them." Fluttershy whispers in agreement.
Azure Phoenix hummed, "This is most disturbing and unsettling. Having a strategist means a great danger to realizing my ambition. What do you suppose we do about him?"
"We must dispose of him at once before he could do more damages to us." Master Ratio suggests sternly to Azure.
Woren nodded while adding, "Yes. But a better suggestion is that we invited him to join our ranks, rather than forcing him. We just need to do a little research on his background."
"Yes. You could be right." Azure said thoughtfully. He turned to Twilight to ask, "Tell me, Oracle, what do you make of this?"
Twilight sighed, "Master Cooler is not the pony you should be worried about. But rather The Sleeping Dragon is the one, who will become a threat to you."
"The Sleeping Dragon?"
Gallus scoffed, "So, a dragon is sleeping peacefully is a big problem to him?" His head got smacked by Strict Stalker. Ow! That hurt! I was just joking."
"In military, we don't joke." Strict Stalker said to the griffin sternly. No one ever jokes around here and not get punished for it.
"He's dead serious." Laxtinct whimpers. He then shows his back with lots of whip marks to prove his point. "I've got proof! It's damn painful."
Silverstream yelped, "I hate to imagine of that."
"Still, who is this Sleeping Dragon?" Strikespell asked the others. If this Sleeping Dragon is true, perhaps he could be a use to the army....or a threat to expose of.
"Please, allow me. I've heard rumors. It is said that the Sleeping Dragon possessed ingenious and magnificent highly intelligent mind for military strategies, politics, economics, commerce and even scholarship." Snaptrap explains. "He is also known for inventing formation, strategies and even weapons that are far more advanced then we could ever imagine."
Everyone chatted in shock and surprise about 'The Sleeping Dragon's capabilities and strength.
"I know I've met Skysoar once, but I didn't think he's good as you are." Fluttershy  comments to Twilight in bewilderment.
"Actually, he's way better as Starswirl the Bearded." Twilight explains, though cringed at the idea of somepony being more better than that of her idol. "And truthfully, I heard a rumor that he actually met the Starswirl the Bearded and learned everything from him before he became the Mystic Pony."
"Wait, you're saying that Skysoar Intellect is also Starswirl the Bearded's apprentice, other than Clover the Clever?" Nyx ask her mother in surprise.
"Yup."
"Wow. How many apprentices do Star Swirl got?" Spike asks the others in disbelief.
"More than you possibly know." Nyx answers her Dragon brother, surprising him.
"Geez; I am not sure if this guy's a pony....or a Dragon like his name is." Gallus comments uneasily. If it's the latter, he may be in for some trouble.
"Is he that intelligent as Schemetrick? I do not enjoy comparing anyone else to him. None can match his intellect." Azure said to Twilight sternly. He ponders if he's as smart as Schemetrick ever was.
Twilight pauses to think before answering truthfully, "Truthfully, I would say he's equal to Schemetrick."
"I must know who is he, and also recruit him before Virtue Dragon gets him. If he does, he will become a greater threat."
"May I suggest some spies will follow Virtue Dragon? He might led them to the strategist's home." Woren suggests thoughtfully. If they know where this "Sleeping Dragon" is, then they can get to him before Virtue Dragon's army does.
Strikespell hummed, "Father, Master Woren's right. Once we know where he lived, we will sent agents to get him. I nominate Lieutenant Blazefist and Private Silvestream to go."
Everyone sans Azure Phoenix gave a shock and worried expression.
Silverstream gulped, "I... I don't think that's a very good idea." She then laughed uneasily while remembering the irony. Blazefist doesn't like her in this time. "Maybe I shouldn't be involved of it at all."
Blazefist bowed to Azure Phoenix as he spoke, "Yes, my lord. For once, I agreed with her. I don't need anyone's help or even this thing. She would cause more problem than helping. I don't trust her kind."
Silverstream looked down in shame as she groans, "Ooh..."
"Hey! Silverstream is more than just a happy Hippogriff. She's tougher than you think, jerk!" Gallus scowls angrily to Blazefist.
"As surprising as this mean seem, I also agree with the griffin." Strikespell spoke up. "In light of her kind's actions, she has proven himself indeed."
"Come on you two. Give each other a chance." Spike spoke up in concern.
"I agreed with my son and Gallus. The Hippogriff has to prove herself that she can be trusted." Azure said thoughtfully, much to Blazefist and Silverstream's disbelief. "Lieutenant, you and Private Silverstream will head to the Jing Province to find and recruit the Sleeping Dragon, no matter the cost. Understand?"
Blazefist and Silverstream spoke out in protest, "What?! But my lord, I-!"
"Is that understood?! I want the Sleeping Dragon to join our side, at all cost. I don't care of your personal matters to each other. I want results."
Blazefist and Silverstream sighed in annoyance and bowed down firmly, "Yes, my lord."
Gallus groaned, "Me and my big mouth."
"You think having those two together is a good idea?" Fluttershy ask her group in concern. Blazefist doesn't like Silverstream because of her kind, and Silverstream herself is not used to Blazefist's pre-attitude.
"I am more worried as to what she may do to him, than him to her." Spike said seriously.
------------
After defeating and repelling Azure Phoenix's Army, Master Cooler led and guided Virtue Dragon and his allies to Skysoar Intellect's home, which was located somewhere deep in the bamboo forest.
"It was a battle of minds. Master Cooler cleverly directed Virtue Dragon and his allies, and successfully repelled Azure Phoenix's army. It was he, who recommended to Virtue Dragon the land's brilliant strategist: Skysoar Intellect. Virtue Dragon believed he had finally found the pony he had long been searching for."
Over a year have passed, Virtue Dragon and his allies weren't able to meet Skysoar Intellect due to latter has left for travelling or not able to meet him.
"However, despite paying two visits to the hermit's home, he still had been unable to meet Skysoar Intellect."
Blade Dragoon and Warpath were annoyed and angered about unable to visit Skysoar. Virtue was determined to seek and visit the pony, no matter how many visits he must pay to.
"Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper were deeply offended, but Virtue Dragon continued on, paying yet another visit to the home. For it would help him save the Ma Ponies, he would pay as many visits as he took."
On their third visit, Virtue Dragon and his allies, consisting of Blade Dragoon, Warpath Temper, Dragonspear, Ben, Applejack, Pinkie, Sandbar and Smolder, were waiting outside for answer. Master Cooler is with them as well.
"And so, it was then that Virtue Dragon has finally found the answer..."
Warpath groaned, "This better worth our troubles. And so far, he hasn't shown his face at all. Are you sure this guy really can help us?"
"Positively. Why?" Master Cooler asks Warpath, wondering why he questioned this idea.
Blade Dragoon explains with annoyed sigh, "We have paid two visits to him, and yet he refused to meet us. I'm actually having doubts that he's The Sleeping Dragon."
"Master Blade, have you forgotten what Master Cooler has done from 'The Battle of Xin Castle'? With a greater strategist on our side, we might have the chance to turn the tide." Dragonspear points out to Blade Dragoon. With the Sleeping Dragon on their side, they will have a chance.
"That's right, dude. He's way better than me." Master Cooler chuckled as he points a hoof at himself proudly.
Warpath just scoffs at this, "If you ask me, you're enough to become a strategist, we don't need another one."
"Warpath is right. Why do we need him when we have you?" Blade Dragoon questioned this idea.
Master Cooler sighed, "I told you before. Skysoar has the ability to see a bigger picture. I know that because I tried to beat him in Go Board, but he defeated me at once for almost 20 times. I've won nothing."
"Besides, our lord wished to see him. I hope he's here..." Dragonspear said in concern. If the Sleeping Dragon isn't here, they came all this way for no reason!
"I sure hope he is here." Applejack said in concern. "We need all the help we can get to get our friends back and probably get out of this mayhem."
"Right, and about time too. Jus has been delaying this chapter for too long." Pinkie complains, much to the amusement of her friends.
"What is she on about?" Smolder ask Sandbar quizzably who just shrugs at this.
Virtue Dragon remained firm and calm. He was looking at thatched cottage, waiting for the pony he wanted to meet. Suddenly, the door opened in two. A young beautiful tanned unicorn mare with long lighter brown mane and tail with lighter greenish and light yellow streaks, her cutie mark is juggernaut and wood ox inventions worn a white Chinese Ancient dress emerged from it.
The Unicorn Mare spoke gently as she bows to the newcomers, "Welcome, Lord Virtue and Master Cooler. My husband has been expecting you all."
Everyone was in shock and surprise by the mare's greeting, as well as they were expecting their arrival.
"Whoa! How did this Dragon guy know?" Sandbar asks in amazement.
"What, he can see all now?" Smolder ask in amazement.
"Okay, we're all amazed, Jus." Pinkie said to me boredly. "We get the idea, no more."
Luckily Virtue didn't hear Pinkie as he spoke, "We were expected? Your husband knew that we're coming here."
The Unicorn mare nodded, speaking, "Of course. My servant has informed me and my husband that you were seeking him out. He knew that you would come here sooner or later. This is your chance now, my lord."
Virtue sighed, "You have no idea how long I wanted to hear that. Can you take us to him?"
"I will. My name is Lady Marvel Invent. Welcome to my lord's home. This way..."
Lady Marvel guided and led the guests into the thatched cottage. Within the cottage stood a young green Unicorn has a black and white mane in bun-shape, tail, and has shortened yet sharp mustache and goatee worn his Taoist-like white robe. He was levitating the crane feathered war fan.
"That's Skysoar Intellect? He doesn't look like a smart guy." Smolder spoke skeptically. She would've imagined Skysoar himself to be smarter.
Sandbar hushed Smolder, "Don't get us into trouble. You sure it's him, professor?"
"Eeyup. That's him. I met him once." Pinkie answers truthfully, and it's true, folks. She did met Skysoar once before.
"So do I." Applejack said truthfully.
Skysoar bowed humbly before Virtue and his allies. He spoke calmly and firmly, "Welcome to my home. I've been expecting you."
Warpath just scoffs at this, "The nerve of him to say that after we paid last two visits. He is no show."
Blade Dragoon nodded firmly while adding, "I agreed, Warpath. He dare claim that we were expected."
Dragonspear sighed, "Master Dragoon. Master Warpath. Please, don't start the problem."
"This is your third visit. What is it that you want so badly from me?" Skysoar ask the newcomers curiously. What is it that they want that they will visit him a third time to speak with him?
"I wish to benefit from your wisdom. Tell me what must be done." Virtue explains calmly. Skysoar remained silent yet calm and firm. He sighed, "I know what I want to do - I want to ease the ponies' sufferings. But..."
Skysoar climbed down the stairs while looking at his eyes, calmly saying, "But you saved one pony, and it just bring suffering to another."
"What should I do?"
"Yeah. If you've got some wisdom, then tell us! I'm getting annoying." Warpath demanded more than he asked.
"Or maybe he's gonna be bore us to death for nothing? Coz I hate philosophy nonsense." Smolder remarks boredly as she sat on the ground, looking at her claw while wondering if she should be elsewhere than here right now.
Dragonspear whacked Warpath and Smolder's heads, scowling, "Manners, you two. We're their guests."
Skysoar smiled, answering, "Benevolence..."
"Benevolence," Ben asks Skysoar puzzled.
"That's all we came here for?" Smolder ask in disbelief then moves to avoid another whack by Dragonspear. "Hey, I was just asking!"
"Still manners," Dragonspear snapped sternly to the female Dragon.
"What do you mean by that?" Applejack ask Skysoar curiously.
Skysoar smiles as he explains, "Good question... Benevolence is a trick thing. Come, let us go inside and have a talk about your future."
"Future? What do you mean?" Virtue asked, a bit startled by this from out of nowhere.
"I will explain inside. Please, follow me."
Skysoar entered his cottage while leading the guests inside. Lady Marvel closed the door but not before she pulled down the level, activating a mechanism. The whole thatched cottage was covered by group of crossbows with magical aura as they were looking around and keeping out for the enemies.
Unknown to anyone, Blazefist and Silverstream were inside the bushes. They have seen everything.
Silverstream shivered in cold, groaning, "So much of getting inside the cottage. Can we go now?! I'm so tired and hungry."
"Not until we get Skysoar to our lord."
"You heard what he said! Skysoar doesn't want to join Imperial Phoenix Army, unless he come to Lord Azure."
"I don't take orders from hermit. I make them obey the order, whether he likes it or not." Blazefist snapped sternly and a bit cruelly towards Silverstream.
Silverstream sighed, "You do realize that you're gonna make things worse."
"Shut up..."
-----------------
Skysoar led his guest to his study chamber, where he can explain and talk about 'benevolence'. Virtue was sitting down before Skysoar, who also sat down.
"So, Skysoar; what's with the benevolence stuff," Smolder ask the pony curiously.
"Come on, Smolder. Don't be rude." Applejack spoke to Smolder sternly. She then turns back to Skysoar though. "So uh, what she asked?"
"Benevolence means valuing the feelings of the ponies over efficiency and profit. Azure Phoenix's way is to seize control of the land through brute force." Skysoar explains clearly to the new comers.
"Well, that does make sense." Ben said with a nod of thought. "Azure was a nice guy when we first met him.....now? He's turning into the same kind of tyrant his former Emperor or that traitorous jerk would ever be."
"Yeah. What a hypocrite!" Pinkie remarked with a scoff of disgust.
"Yeah, but his ways and what his enemies did are kinda different."  Sandbar commented with a sigh.
"While your path leads ponies to a land of benevolence; And this Princess Twilight's path..." Skysoar pauses a bit before he sighed, "is truly mysterious..."
Everyone looked worry and uneasy about him talking about Twilight.
"I have heard about her. I was told that she believed in Magic of Friendship. Her intention of helping and protecting ponies and even guiding them to become good friends with each other is well-intended." Skysoar explains as he scratches his chin thoughtfully. "Yet she sided with Azure Phoenix. That's what puzzle me the most. "
Ben hissed, "It's... It's complicated..."
"Yes, but she has no choice but to work with the enemy." Applejack remarked with a frown. "And I don't hate that."
"So do we," Pinkie complains to Applejack sadly.
"Yeah, what gives?" Smolder asks the professors in concern.
"Remember? She did it to keep us safe from Azure and his army's wrath."
"If you ask me, that plan stinks."
Skysoar looked at Virtue to continue onward, "Your path is that of a true leader of Ma Ponies. But to make it more than just a dream, you have the courage to unite the land."
"I fear I am incapable because I couldn't help and save all of my friends." Virtue explains sadly. "They're either dead or forced to serve another warlord..."
"Virtue..." Ben said to Virtue calmly and understanding. He knows how difficult it is.
"If you truly want to make it happen; then, listen for I can help you..." Skysoar said as he prepares to give some advice to Virtue to help him out in time of need.
"Brother..." Blade Dragoon and Warpath spoke gently.
Master Cooler patted Virtue on the arm as he spoke to the ones who spoke, "Don't worry, my friends. You can trust him. He is the one, who can help us."
Virtue sighed, "Alright, what can we do?"
Skysoar narrowed his suspicious eyes before looking at the window. He spoke out sternly, "We have unwanted guests. Sandbar and Smolder, am I right?" Sandbar and Smolder nodded in confusion. "I need a favor."
-------------
Blazefist and Silverstream were on top of the tree's edges of branches. The pink Hippogriff was holding tightly on the crimson Pegasus's armor as the latter was using his ear trumpet in eavesdropping the conversation.
Silverstream groaned, "This is stupid! They could find us sooner or later! We'd be dead."
Blazefist sighed, "Would you relax, Hippogriff? I've done this couple of times. I'm great at being spymaster. There's never been one time I get caught, hippy pinkie."
Silverstream groaned, "Stop calling me that, Hothead. I hate that nickname."
"Get use to kid, hippy pinkie. You're working for me now, even though I hated to have a Hippogriff."
Silverstream groaned, "Believe me. I don't like working with a jerk like you. But..." She sighed in sadness, "I didn't have a choice because I'm doing this for Headmare."
That may have been a bad thing to say. Blazefist turns to Silverstream and pointed blazing knife at her throat and making her yelp. The pony snapped, "It's Oracle now, kid. From now on, you refer her as Oracle, not 'headmare'. I'd never heard such a word before in my life."
Silverstream groaned, "Suck to be in this ancient world." She yelped in concern, "Blazefist!"
"What?!"
"In front of you!"
Blazefist looked at the front as he found Skysoar was glaring at them. Both Blazefist and Silverstream looked worry and uneasy.
"You weren't clear of my message at all. I've already given my answer. I will not serve Azure Phoenix." Skysoar snapped furiously at Blazefist. And only him; He can tell that Silverstream didn't wish to work with him.
"Like it or not. I'm taking you to him! You are the key of bringing order to Qin Dynasty!" Blazefist said furiously to the defying one.
"I know. But I'm afraid Qin Dynasty or Azure Phoenix will not control the land. Lord Virtue Dragon is. So, begone; Fire Attack!"
Skysoar ducked down at once. Smolder fired her dragon flames and Sandbar used the Fire Magic Paper at Blazefist. The crimson Pegasus panicked in shock and fear of the attack. Luckily, Silverstream quickly pulled Blazefist's tail as she flew up to the sky.
Both Blazefist and Silverstream sighed in relief.
"You'll regret for turn against my lord. Lord Azure will have your head! We'll be back!" Blazefist scowls furiously and determined.
Smolder calls out to Silverstream in worry, "Silverstream! Come with us! Don't work for the bad guys!"
"Yeah! You don't have to do this." Sandbar said with a nod. He hopes Silverstream would at least come to her senses, even though she already did.
"Come on! Come back!"
Silverstream sighed, "Sorry. I wish I can, but Headmare Twilight needs me more than I need you. Don't worry, I'm not alone. Take care!"
Blazefist and Silverstream flew off at once as they're returning to Xuchang Province.
Blazefist turns to Silverstream suspiciously. He demands, "Why didn't you do it? Why didn't you go with them? You could have escaped."
"I could. But I know Gallus and Headmare Twilight needs more help than my own. I won't abandon them." Silverstream explains calmly to the nasty future Mystic Pony. It's not that she would've used the chance. Twilight and Gallus needs her right now.
Blazefist sighed, "You're a very strange Hippogriff I ever met. You'd be dead by a second if any Imperial Phoenix Officer find suspicious about your decision of staying with us."
"Hey!"
"Lucky you; I won't kill you since you're my second-in-command now. I'm counting on you, hippy pinkie."
Silverstream smiled as she hugged Blazefist. She teasingly spoke, "Aye-aye, Captain Hothead!"
Blazefist groaned in annoyance, "I hate it when you call me that..."
As soon as Blazefist and Silverstream flew away from the thatched cottage, Skysoar and his guests remained firm and worry.
"What is next?" Virtue asks in concern, wondering to do now. Blazefist doesn't like the response at all, and it won't be long before Azure and his forces will come.
Skysoar narrowed his eyes firmly as he spoke, "Prepare for the next battle. Azure Phoenix will send the best ones to finish us off. And by the best - I meant One-Eyed Anger, Blazefist, Strict Stalker and Laxtinct."
"Ugh. I hate this." Applejack remarked with a sad groan. "Why can't we y'all just get along?"
"Unfortunately, everyone is being meanies and jerks than we were if we were turned evil by a nasty wicked pony and only Spike is one of the few whom we tortured wickedly." Pinkie explains, getting disturbed looks from her friends. "Of course, that's just me."
"No time for the randomness, Pinkie." Ben said to Pinkie seriously. "Things are about to get serious from here on in."
---------
Blazefist and Silverstream have returned to Xuchang Palace. They all reported to Azure Phoenix and the rest of his allies and warriors.
Azure Phoenix narrowed his eyes as he speaks, "Such a waste... No matter. Time to see what he's made of. One-Eyed Anger, Strict Stalker, Blazefist and Laxtinct," He then called by their leader, the generals stood out and bowed before him. "You will have 100,000 soldiers to lead. Anger shall be the leader of the vanguard units, Strict Stalker will be his Second-in-Command, Blazefist will be guarding the supply cargo and Laxtinct will be the scout. Your mission is to bring down Virtue Dragon and his allies. Capture Skysoar Intellect. I want him alive."
Anger smirked proudly while bowing. He speaks, "Don't worry, cousin. I do not intend to lose this so-called 'Sleeping Dragon'."
"Before you leave, take Fluttershy with you. When you're in dire situation, use whatever you have to do. She can take it."
"Me," Fluttershy spoke in horror and alarm.
"Azure, with all due respect, are you nuts?" Spike spoke to Azure in worry. "Fluttershy may be one when provoked, but deep down, she isn't a fighter!"
"Right, you're putting Auntie Fluttershy in a matter she isn't good at!" Nyx said in agreement.
"Do not worry. Anger will 'take care' of her." Azure spoke calmly to the two protesters.
Anger hummed before showing reluctant and concern, "Understood. I may not like what you have in mind, cous..."
"Lord Azure. With permission, I would like Gallus to help Fluttershy. Just in case if she doesn't get lost during the battlefield." Twilight said calmly. Needless to say, a certain griffin doesn't seem thrilled at this.
"Me; Why," Gallus ask Twilight in disbelief.
"I'll tell you later."
Azure Phoenix hummed suspiciously, "Very well. And do not worry, Anger knows what he's doing. By two months, I want the army march out. Dismiss."
Imperial Phoenix Officers and Advisors left the palace at once. Twilight gestured her friends to move out while held Gallus to stay put. Though reluctant and worried, her friends nodded and left it.
As soon as everyone left, Twilight can have private discussion with Azure Phoenix and Gallus.
"You didn't want Fluttershy there as a warrior. You're gonna use her as a hostage against them, weren't you?" Twilight remarked suspiciously to her mentor/friend. It's no surprise that Azure will pull a crazy stunt like this....again!
"What; how could you?!" Gallus scowls angrily at Azure. He would've tear his eyes out if Twilight haven't kept him back.
"I wish to test Skysoar's ability. I want to know how good and intelligent he is. If he truly is that intelligent as Schemetrick, then I must deal with him. Be captured alive or dispose of." Azure explains calmly to the two, unnoticing or caring by Gallus's anger or disrespect towards him.
Gallus groaned, "That doesn't mean you have the right to use her like hostage! I won't allow it! I can't believe that I have respect for you! I was told that you're the most bravest and greatest leader in history, but now I found out of how cruel you really are! If you think you could get away with it, I'll just have to bash your head, you asshole!" Azure Phoenix summoned and aims his Imperial Phoenix Sword at Gallus's throat. He gulped, "Should have shut my mouth."
"If you want to protect Fluttershy so badly, then work very hard to protect her. Even if it means to sacrifice your life; But I will ask you this. Which quotes do you choose - mine or hers?"
"What are you saying?!"
"'I rather betray the world than let the world betray me'." Azure explains calmly to the upset griffin. "From what I can tell about you, you will betray and abandon your friend to live. That's what you and your Griffonstone are good at."
Gallus gasped, "Never! Guess what?! I rather let the world betray me than betray them because Friendship is Magic!"
Azure Phoenix smirked as he taunts, "Prove it then..."
"Fine... I will..."
"Azure..." Twilight said, getting more worried. Somehow, she wishes that she could just leave and forget this monster that would become the Azure that she knows; But what then?
"Do not worry, Oracle. Anger knows what he's doing." Azure explains in assuration to Twilight, "If I wanted her dead so badly, I would have done it when she came to my home. How stupid do you think I am?"
"Making sure I stay with you till the end, no doubt. But I already told you that I will."
"We shall see..."
As Twilight turns to leave, she gave an angry scowl towards him secretly. Somehow, the Alicorn princess is beginning to question if it's all worth it at all.
--------
Two months have passed...
Inside the living chamber, both Blade Dragoon and Warpath were annoyed and frustrated ever since their older sworn brother invited Skysoar to the army. Virtue became very close and friendly to him a lot. Both Rogue and Twinkle Star were with their adopted fathers. They're worried and uneasy.
Starlight and Sandbar entered the chamber as she spoke quickly, "There you are! Everyone is gathering at war council. Azure Phoenix is making his move now! We've gotta be prepare for repelling the invasion."
"Why should we?" Blade Dragoon asked Starlight with a rude scoff.
Warpath scoffed as well, "Yeah. After all, brother has 'Sleeping Dragon' to deal with them. We're gonna rest and enjoy our relaxation."
"Indeed. We're saving our strength when we're really needed."
"Father," Rogue spoke, a bit shocked by his father's attitude problem.
Twinkle Star spoke in disbelief, "How could you be so selfish?!"
Starlight groans in disgust, "Unbelievable! What is wrong with you both?! You both trust Master Cooler, why not Skysoar?! He is smart too, you know."
Sandbar gasped, "I get it! You guys are jealous!" Everyone yelped in shock and surprise. He smirked. "Admit it. You're jealous of Skysoar Intellect!"
"That makes sense. You reminded me of somepony else when I make a new friend."
"We are not jealous!" Blade Dragoon and Warpath spoke in protest, yet the tones in their voices seem to suggest otherwise.
Virtue entered the living chamber as he shown angry and annoyed looks.
"Then, you wouldn't mind prepare the army?! This is not the time to fool around!" Virtue snapped at the two sternly as he frowns. "Skysoar relied on his intelligent while you two have brute strength. If you combined them together, we can overcome the threat together."
"Brother..."
"Go and prepare it now!"
Blade Dragoon and Warpath grumbled in annoyance and anger as they marched out at once.
Rogue sighs as he turns to Virtue, "We're so sorry for fathers' behaviour."
Twinkle Star nodded while apologizing as well, "We'll make sure that they get the job done, uncle."
Rogue and Twinkle Star headed off at once.
Starlight sighed, "Wow... That doesn't bode well. I hate to imagine that in battles, they will probably ignore Skysoar's order and screw the mess up."
"Yeah. I hate to imagine if we lose this fight." Sandbar said in concern. If they lose this fight, it may make things even worst!
"That's what worries me..." Virtue spoke out seriously. He fears the worst if that were to happen.
--------
Virtue returned to the war council as he was talking to Skysoar, Master Cooler, Ben, Saber and Applejack about the problems he has.
Master Cooler sighed, "I don't understand. They trust me yet they trust you? I felt they're being unfair to you, Skysoar."
"Yeah, I know some ponies whose make the same mistake as they do." Applejack comments as she shakes her head.
"Eh. Ponies, whatcha gotta do?" Phobos remarked with a shrug. He yelps upon Applejack giving him an annoyed look. "Hey, not like that, AJ!"
"Watch it, Moon Dragon!"
"What can we do?" Virtue asks, wanting some ideas.
Saber pauses to think then he spoke, "Well, if you're the leader of the army, you should pass sword and seal to Skysoar as the proof for you accepting and trusting him to lead the army. And therefore, uncles have no choice but to obey. Think of it as Skysoar is you, if they disobey his command, then they're not dishonoring him but you, father. And it means you have the right to demote them."
"How would you know?" Phobos asks Saber curiously.
Saber took and show ancient military book as he explains, "I read the manual, genius." He turned to Applejack and Ben. "Is he always a smart alerk?"
"Oh, more than you know." Ben admits, rolling his eyes at Phobos's smart aleck comments.
"When he's with Nyx, the two are likes peas in a pod....a very disable pod." Applejack admits to Saber, recalling Nyx and Phobos's friendship.
"That's Phobos. All talk; no bites."
"Hey!" Phobos exclaims, a bit annoyed by the remark.
"Impressive, Young Master Saber; Very impressive; you might become a strategist." Skysoar said to Saber, impressed with his idea.
Saber chuckled uneasily, "Not really. I'm just following the rules. That's all."
"Right, well, ever get the saying "Buck the Rules, We're Doing What's Right'?" Ben ask Saber who looks at him oddly. "If not, it should've been made by not."
"Or 'Screw the Rules, I Got Money'. At least, that's how rich ponies does it." Phobos comments with an amused chuckle.
"Yeah, I think they get it....or not."
"Maybe... Or maybe more than that, son... Either way, I believe that's the best source to make sure my brothers follow your every command to succeed our mission." Virtue said with a nod. At best, his brothers will follow Skysoar regardless of their attitude.
"Good. Here they come." Skysoar said, seeing a group coming towards them.
Virtue Dragon's Forces have arrived at the war chamber. Military Officers stood on right lane while the advisors and Ben's Team on left lane. Ben, Applejack and Phobos headed to the left lane while Saber headed to right. Dragonspear approached to the war council's table.
Virtue stood up as he raised sword and seal. He announces, "Before we begin, I want to make an announcement. I'm passing these items to Skysoar Intellect as the Commander-in-Chief of the army. And therefore, you will take orders from him. Failure to do so mean you won't just dishonour and fail him, but only me. I will either demote or execute you. Do you understand?"
"Yes, sir," The army exclaims as they bows towards Virtue. Blade and Warpath looks on in chagrin at this. Why are they not surprised?
"I'm trusting you, Blade and Warpath."
Blade Dragoon and Warpath sighs in defeat, "Yes, brother..."
"Let us begin the war council. Dragonspear, what do you have to report?" Skysoar ask, turning his attention to Dragonspear first.
Dragonspear nodded as he placed some chess pieces on the map. The map shown the picture of small hills, forests and grasses. Imperial Phoenix Army pieces were placed on the north while Virtue Dragon's pieces on south.
Dragonspear explains as he points a hoof at certain locations, "Our scouts have confirmed the enemy positions. Anger is leading the army. Among his officers are Strict Stalker - Second-in-Command, Blazefist and Laxtinct were there as well. Fluttershy and this new recruit called Gallus are there as well. They're currently marching on Serpent's Tail Outskirt."
"Fluttershy; what the heck is she doing there?!" Applejack yelps in shock and disbelief. Fluttershy is no warrior, only when she has to do so!
"Yeah; Fluttershy is a peacemaker, not a warrior! She could get killed by any second. Could be us or them!, Pinkie exclaims meekly and alarm.
"Oh great; Bad enough Azure is doing all this horsecrap, now he's doing this to Fluttershy!" Phobos exclaims angrily as he threw his claws into the air in disgust. "What is this world coming to?!"
"Worst things, very, very worst," Smolder said to Phobos seriously.
"No. We can fight them." Ben motions but slams his hoof onto the table furiously, "Damn that Azure! He knew we wouldn't fight her."
"Don't worry, everyone. As long we can achieve our goals, your friends will not be harmed. I promised." Skysoar said calmly to the ones worried. They are concerned about hurting Fluttershy and any of their friends caught in this madness Azure has made.
Blade Dragoon hummed seriously, "If you don't mess it up..."
"Yeah; otherwise, you'd be no better than he is." Warpath said to Skysoar sternly.
Rogue and Twinkle Star scolded, "FATHER!"
"Honestly you guys?" Sandbar asks, rolling his eyes at the brothers' usual attitude.
"Give him a chance, for bucking out loud!" Ben scowls at the two who just scowls in annoyance towards him.
Virtue spoke out sternly, "Enough with this talk nonsense! Skysoar, can you provide strategy?"
"As you wish," Skysoar respond, putting pieces on the battlefield map. "Rather than fighting them head on, we'll use both fire attack and ambush on them." Skysoar turned and looked at the officers and advisors. "Blade Dragoon and Applejack, you will take 1000 troops on the hill to ambush the enemies. Warpath Temper and Pinkie, you will lead 1000 troops from the forest to burn down the supply depot. The fire attack will be your signal to engage. Saber Dragoon, Rogue Dragoon, Twinkle Star, Phobos and Sandbar; you will take 500 troops and prepare fire attacks When enemy entered and advanced deep into the forest about the dusk, you will set the fire. Dragonspear and Sandbar, you will lead the vanguard but when you encounter the enemy, pretend to lose and must not win, lure them deep into the forest. Lord Virtue and Master Valorheart, you'll lead the reinforcement to assist him. But like him, you must pretend to lose and lure them deep into forest. Master Cooler will make sure that everyone follow and execute plans. I will remain here to guard the Xin Castle, along with Starlight, Hook and Bullock as guards. This plan has been set. There can be no failures..."
Everyone sans Blade Dragoon and Warpath bowed as they spoke, "Yes, sir."
"So, that's it? You'll stay behind to hide while the rest of us will risk our necks for this bloody battle!" Blade Dragoon exclaims, not impressed or happy by Skysoar's strategy. To him, it's more like he's a dirty coward!
Warpath huffed, "Sound like unfair if you ask me."
"Father, please!" Rogue and Twinkle Star protest to their father in concern.
"Come on, guys, stop this!" Starlight scowls at the two, not wanting any fight.
"Right; you want Virtue to throw you out of here?!" Phobos scowls, but yelps as the mentioned two gives him death glares. "Hey, come on!"
"Still...."
Skysoar calmly interrupts Starlight before turning back to the protesting ones as he points out, "May I remind you the sword and seal I have been given from?"
"Brothers, that is enough. You must follow Skysoar's plans to win this fight, whether you like it or not. That's an order." Virtue said to the two sternly, making them groan. They hate it when he pulls rank or such on them!
Blade Dragoon grumbles, "Very well. We shall follow your plan."
"If we screw this up, I'm gonna kill you for it!" Warpath snapped at Skysoar furiously. If this whole thing turns to Hell, he will be given Hell!
"Rest assure, generals. We can win this fight." Master Cooler assures to Blade Dragoon and Warpath calmly. As long as they used Skysoar's strategy, victory is assured.
"You all have been briefed. Dismiss. Prepare for war!" Skysoar orders as he dismissed everyone. It won't be long before the enemy gets here, and they must be ready for when they do!
"Yes, sir," Everyone exclaims, bowing before heading off to get ready.
Sandbar turns to his group, asking hopefully, "Think we can win?"
"We can, Sandbar. I just hope we avoid fighting and hurting Fluttershy and Gallus." Ben said to Sandbar calmly.
"Yeah, but what if the unpredictable happens?" Starlight asks before turning to Pinkie, "Pinkie?"
"Hey, even my Pinkie Senses can't predict what would happen that far." Pinkie reminds Starlight in worry. "And that's what scares me."
----------
The army of 100,000 Imperial Phoenix have began their march to Xin Castle of Jing Province. They were led by One-Eyed Anger - the commander of the vanguard, Strict Stalker as his Second-in-Command, Laxtinct acted as the scout, Blazefist was guarding the supply cargo, and both Fluttershy and Gallus as the privates. They all have arrived at the Serpent's Tail Outskirt. Anger ordered his army to halt at once. They all halted at once, right in front of the forked road - left road is the forest while right road is completely empty and rocks only.
"Which was do you think it's best, Strict?" Anger asked calmly.
Strict Stalker hummed calmly while looked at the forked road carefully, "I think it's best that we should avoid entering the forest, and use the right road to the XIn Castle. I fear there will be an ambush."
Anger nodded while hummed thoughtfully, "Yes. You could be right about it..."
SCREAMED! Imperial Phoenix Army yelped in surprise to hear the battle cry. It came from the left road, where Dragonspear and Sandbar emerged, along with 500 soldiers. They all stood firmly and proudly before the enemy troops.
"What's this? This can't be the army they have to fight us. This is a joke!" Anger exclaimed in annoyance and disappointment, "And to think that Oracle Twilight worries for nothing. What a disappointment! This pony doesn't even possessed any talent at all! This will be easy than I thought"
Dragonspear scoffed, "I wouldn't be certain of that. Prepare yourself, General Anger."
Anger smirked, "Fine by me. I will capture Virtue Dragon and Skysoar Intellect alive! Prepare yourself!"
Dragonspear nodded, "I am ready for it!"
"Dragonspear, remember the plan!" Sandbar reminded Dragonspear.
Dragonspear nodded firmly. He nudged his white Speed Dragon as he charged and engaged with Anger, who also charged and had a clash with him at once. Both sides of their army cheered wildly and proudly to their officer to win the fight. They both held the attack for the moment before departed. They both swung their spear and scimitar in clashing and striking down at each other for ten times. Dragonspear thrust his spear at Anger, who dodged down and swung his scimitar at the former's throat, which was barely missed.
Dragonspear 'grunted' in fake tone, "Damn it! He... He's too strong! 'There's no way I can hold him longer'!"
Sandbar shouted in fear, "Dragonspear, run! Run now!"
Dragonspear grunted in defeat, "Fall back! Fall back!"
Order has been given, Dragonspear led the army to escape at once while Sandbar used the bow and arrow in firing back at Anger and some of his troops, who barely dodged the surprise attack.
Anger scoffed in disappointment, "Retreating?! Really?! You've disappointed me! Hunt them down!"
Anger led the army to chase after Dragonspear and his soldiers into the forest for a few meters. Sensing danger ahead, Laxtinct moved to the front and talked with Anger.
"Wow there, sir! Don't chase after them! There could be an ambush!" Laxtinct exclaimed in concern and worry.
"Like this? Attack!" Virtue's voice shouted.
Virtue Dragon, Ben and the soldiers charged out from the forest. Both  of them swung their twin blades and Master Sword at Anger, who blocked and held the attack for the moment, The one-eyed general glared at them both.
"So, we meet again. I've been looking forward to capture you both alive," Anger said firmly, "And trust me, I will win!"
Ben smirked, "Think again!"
"Let's do it. I'll cover you!" Virtue said firmly.
Virtue cried as he slammed his one of twin swords at Anger's scimitar, allowing Ben thrust his Master Sword at him. Anger trotted backward at once before swung his scimitar at them both. They dodged down while blocking and deflecting his multiple attacks. They both clashed and held Anger's attack for the moment. The one-eyed general screamed firmly as he pushed and thrust his scimitar ahead, making both yelped in surprise while being pushed back. He then swung his scimitar at Virtue's head, luckily Ben came and blocked the attack. But he got his head kicked by Anger, who then slammed his scimitar at Ben but he got blocked and pushed back by Virtue.
"We must fall back now," Virtue said firmly, "We cannot hold him!"
Ben nodded, "Don't need to tell me twice!"
Virtue and Ben gave the order to their army to retreat at once. They all entered the forest at once. 
Anger scoffed, "This is a joke! Ambush or not, we will not miss that chance. All unit, attack and hunt down Virtue Dragon! But leave Ben Valorheart to me. I will take his life and head personally."
"No!" Fluttershy and Gallus gasped.
Strict gasped, "But my lord, you mustn't! Lord Azure has-!"
"If my cousin thinks that Ben is not a threat, think again, I will not let him get away with it!" Anger snapped angrily, "All unit, attack! Take him down! Blazefist, remain behind. Fluttershy and Gallus, you're with me!"
"I've got a bad feeling about it," Laxtinct said in concern.
"Gee, you think!" Gallus asked sarcastically and annoyingly.
Anger led most of his main unit and charged into the forest. Strict Stalker, Laxtinct, Fluttershy and Gallus followed him at once. For more than few meters have passed, the sun began setting down. Anger and his army still haven't found any sign of Virtue Dragon and his allies. There was no sign of him. Regardless, they all remain firm and guarded to keep their eyes sharp on anything. The dark forest scared Fluttershy, making Gallus to pat her in comfort.
Worried the danger ahead, Laxtinct marched towards Anger and said, "General Anger! We should pull back now!" Anger groaned before glared at him. He yelped meekly, "Wow! Wow! Wow! Don't start the argument with me! I really got bad feeling about this. We're too deep in the forest. There might be really ambush up ahead!"
Strict looked uneasy and worried, "He might be right. The road is too narrow, and its covered in forest! We need to fall back now before it happens."
Anger grunted in anger as he hated to retreat but knowing there will be an ambush, "All unit, halt! Fall back now! Fall back now!"
Order has been given, Imperial Phoenix Army quickly halted at once while turning and moving around to fall back. Unfortunately, the road is too narrow for them to do so. Anger was in shock and worry of what he just saw. It might not be good for them now.
Saber, Rogue and Twinkle Star were hiding behind the forests, along with Phobos, Smolder and 500 soldiers. Seeing the enemies are in positions, three teenagers stood up and shouted, "FIRE! BURNT DOWN THE FOREST!"
With order has been given, Virtue Dragon's army thrown some lighted torches on the forest while the dragons fired their Dragon Flames. The forest has been lighted up and burning in blaze. It shock and scared Anger and his army. The Imperial Phoenix Army got panicked by the surprise attack.
"Damn it. It's a trap!" Anger snapped in frustration, "All unit, fall back! Fall back now!"
Anger and the rest of Imperial Phoenix Army struggled to move back and escape while fighting back their enemies as well. Gallus protected Fluttershy by kicking and deflecting his spear in knocking some soldiers aside. Seeing the flames burning on the forest, Blade Dragoon and Applejack signaled and led their army to charge and attack their enemies from the hill. Warpath and Pinkie led their army to attack and burnt down the supply cargo. Seeing the attack, Blazefist got shock and surprised as he struggled and fought back to defend the supply. Unfortunately for him, most of supply cargo have been burnt down.
Seeing Virtue Dragon's Forces and Saber's Fire Task Force are marching and surrounding his army, Anger grunted in anger and frustration as he realized that he has underestimated his enemy. He has no choice but to use his last resources.
"Fluttershy, I need you on the front line. Get us out of here now!" Anger ordered firmly.
Gallus gasped, "What?! You want us to get killed?!"
"No, I need her ability." Anger said firmly. He then grabbed and held Fluttershy up, "Listen to me carefully, Private Fluttershy. Because if we don't get out of here soon or even at least, stopped the enemy, they will burnt down all of us down and even the animals. Is that what you want?!"
Fluttershy gasped in concern before showing firm looks, "No! I can't let that happen! I can't!"
"Fluttershy, don't!" Gallus gasped, "You'll get hurt!"
Fluttershy moved to the front as she used her 'Stare', which put a great shock on Virtue Dragon's Army in freeze state. It scared the hell of them. This given Anger and his allies a chance to escape. They also moved some woodland animals to safety as well. Strict quickly grabbed Fluttershy and joined his allies. Imperial Phoenix Army have made their escape, and leaving the group behind.
Virtue Dragon's Army snapped out of shock and freezing state. They all chatted and muttered in concern of what happen. Virtue, Dargonspear, Ben and even Sandbar have arrived to the scene. They looked shock and worried.
"What happen?" Virtue asked.
Blade Dragoon groaned, "We almost have Anger and his allies here. But..."
"That little shy pony did something on us. What the heck was that?" Warpath asked in concern.
"The Stare. That's her unique and strong ability," Applejack explained painfully while rubbing her eyes, "But now I know why Azure wanted to have her here."
"She's their escape plan," Pinkie said in shock and concern.
"I'd never want to look at her eyes again..." Phobos said fearfully, "It gives me the creeps."
Smolder quivered in fear, "Now I know why so many animals afraid of her. She's damn creepy and scary with her Stare."
"But we didn't capture them alive," Saber said in guilt, "Forgive us."
"No. There's no need to apologize," Virtue said calmly, "I'd say this is our first victory for defeating Azure Phoenix's army. It was all thanks to Skysoar Intellect."
Master Cooler smiled, "I agreed. He got us through it." He turned and looked at Blade Dragoon and Warpath, "I believe you two owe him a lot of apology and mess."
Everyone turned and looked at Blade Dragoon and Warpath, who turned in red and embarrassed of what they have done to Skysoar Intellect about his strategy. All of them then laughed amusingly and happily at Virtue's Sworn Brothers.
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon's Army made their way back to Xin Castle, where they were greeted by Skysoar Intellect, Starlight, Lady Marvel, Bullock and Hook. The strategist smiled proudly and happily to see his allies have returned to home safely. 
"Congratulation, my friends and generals!" Skysoar congratulated and bowed before his allies, "You have done well to follow my plans."
Blade Dragoon shook his head before bowed humbly, "No. Thank you, Master Skysoar. If not for your strategy, then none of this could have happen. It's just Master Cooler has said, you're indeed a great strategist."
Warpath laughed happily, "Yeah. If you need anything to complete your plan, you can count on us. We won't let you down."
"All of us will," Dragonspear said firmly, "The next battle we meet with our enemies, we will succeed."
Starlight sighed, "Well, it's about time you guys finally get along with him. So, what's next?"
"Next is we make some necessary preparation," Skysoar said firmly and calmly,  "Azure Phoenix will not let us off that easily."
Virtue sighed while nodded firmly, "I agreed. We'd best make preparation now. And maybe, Lord Sozin could help us to fight him back."
Skysoar nodded, "Let us hope so. Our next fight will not be easy as you think..."
"No matter what fight we get into, we will win and defeat Imperial Phoenix Army. My friends and I will get ours and Twilight back. That's promise," Ben said firmly, "I won't lose her again."
Virtue smiled as he held Ben's hoof while looked at him, "I promised that we will help you, my friends. You have my word."
Ben smiled, "Thanks, Virtue."
Skysoar hummed suspiciously while looking at Ben, "That is what worries me the most..."
--------------------------------------------
Anger and the remaining of his vanguard have returned to Xuchang Palace. They made the report to Azure Phoenix about their latest failures. Everyone remained calm and firm to see how he react to the report.
"We indeed have ingenious yet dangerous enemy to face with. If Schemetrick were here, he would have dealt that problem as ease," Azure Phoenix said seriously. He turned and looked at Fluttershy and Gallus. He continued, "I've made a right decision to send you both to help Anger. Thank you both. Sergeant Fluttershy and Corporal Gallus."
Fluttershy and Gallus looked surprise yet relieved as they bowed down, "Thank you, my lord."
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at Twilight, "I told you that Anger will protect her, and never had her killed."
"Maybe... But I'm keeping an eye on you..." Twilight said firmly.
"We shall see," Azure Phoenix said calmly. He turned and looked at Ratio and Woren, "Tell me. What is the status from Jing Province?"
"Lord Sozin is growing weaker and sicker, my lord. Sooner or later, his successor and corrupted officers will surrender to us rather than helping Virtue to fight back," Woren said calmly and proudly, "They're suspicious of Virtue Dragon and his allies will try to take over Jing Province for themselves."
Ratio nodded, "This will be indeed our advantages to trap and defeat Virtue Dragon for good. But for now, I suggest that we should recruit and train more troops. We cannot afford to make same mistakes again, my lord."
"Master Ratio is right, and so do you, my lord," Snaptrap said calmly, "We're indeed dealing the greatest threat in the Land of Ma. We cannot afford to lose them."
Azure Phoenix has his eyes narrowed firmly, "No. We cannot..."
END...
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		Chapter 24: Heroes of Changban



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song] 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor. 
Stallion: Through the storm, 
Through the darkness, 
The once peaceful kingdom 
Lost its Love and Harmony 
Turn into grief despair 
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.  
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land. 
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom. 
Stallion: The destiny is now yours 
To change its course and fate. 
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose 
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent. 
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue. 
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire. 
Stallion: A hero with great ambition 
Desired a land of power and talents 
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water 
Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home. 
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs 
Desired a land of unity. 
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly. 
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends, 
Hope the Peace Returns 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair. 
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven 
Save us from the Demon God's Hell 
May you guide us to Paradise Land 
Where no blood shall ever shed again 
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma! 
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger, 
You braved to bring us home 
Your deeds will not be Forgotten 
Your Tale becomes Legend 
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History 
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

-------------------------------------------- 
Chapter 24:  Heroes of Changban

"A world of virtue, ruled by righteous. That was the goal that Skysoar Intellect put before Virtue Dragon." Narrator narrated, "However, with his current strength, such a world was but far-off dream. Although Skysoar Intellect's clever tactics allowed them to repel Azure Phoenix and his invasion, Virtue's future seemed grim indeed." 
With the help of Skysoar Intellect's tactic and strategies, Virtue Dragon and his army have defeated and repelled Azure Phoenix's vanguards. While all of them were celebrating for their first victory, Virtue Dragon was visited by a messenger from Jing Province's palace. The message he received has shocked him off. Something bad has happen to his friend. 
"Following Sozin's death, his successor - Potter surrendered to Azure Phoenix. However, Azure Phoenix did not let his guard down, and continued to advance his army on Jing." 
After the death of his father, Potter has agreed to send his messengers to Azure Phoenix at Xuchang Palace for surrendering to him. The young lord wanted to avoid fighting with the powerful warlord from Northern Ma. Though he was pleased and happy that his enemy has surrendered to him, Azure Phoenix refused to stop and continued advancing and conquering most of Jing Province. 
"The ponies of Jing trembled in fear before him. Without a doubt, Virtue Dragon would feel pity for the ponies and taken all of the ponies from Jing with him. His virtue served as beacon for downtrodden. With nothing left to fight for, Virtue Dragon fled from Azure Phoenix's army and headed south." 
Hearing the news about their Lord of Jing Province has surrendered to Azure Phoenix, the ponies and peasants panicked and screamed for they feared that they would be subjugated and terrorized by Azure Phoenix. Worried for their safety, Virtue has decided to take and bring the peasants with him. He was leading his army and peasants to the south, hopefully, they can escaped their enemies. 
-------------------------------------------- 
"This time, Azure Phoenix is determined to put an end of meddling Virtue Dragon, and finally realize his ambition. To an end, he would go to any length necessary. Azure Phoenix gave ordered Bladestrike and his vanguards to give pursuit. For it was now that the Hero of Chaos was about to transform into something less heroic..." 
After receiving a warm welcome by Potter, his mother and his surrendered officials, the Imperial Phoenix Army marched and entered the Jing Province's Palace. Azure Phoenix and most of his advisors and officers were inside the throne chamber. Twilight and most of her friends were among them as well. The warlord is now sitting down on his throne chair as he was glaring at Potter and his officials. 
"Even though you have chosen to surrender to me, you failed to capture Virtue Dragon." Azure Phoenix asked dryly and darkly. It frightened Potter and his officials to nod fearfully. He narrowed his eyes while glaring at him, "You bring shame to your own family. Strict Stalker! Execute Potter and his mother for  betraying their own honor and failures!" 
Strict Stalker nodded firmly, "At once!" 
Potter and his mother gasped and bowed frantically, "No! No, my lord! Please, spare us! I beg of you! Don't kill me! Please don't kill me!" 
Strict Stalker has his Dragon Guards to take and drag Potter and his mother out of the palace for execution. Twilight and her friends remained silent yet worried and scared as there was nothing they can do about it. 
"As the old saying, 'if you want something done, you have to do it by yourself.' It looks like I have to take care of Virtue Dragon by myself..." Azure Phoenix said dryly and darkly. He turned to Ratio, "Master Ratio, what do you think he would do next now?" 
Master Ratio bowed humbly before his master, "My lord, if I suspect correctly, he's heading straight to River Guardian Fortress. Because that fortress possessed strong and rich supplies of resources, foods and even money. If he succeed reaching and conquering that fortress, he will no doubt to turn the tide and fight back. We must either capture him alive or dead." 
Woren nodded firmly, "Master Ratio is right. We must dispose of Virtue Dragon, once and for all. We cannot let him wander off and resist us much longer. 
Azure Phoenix hummed firmly as he nodded in agreement, "You are right, my old friends. Anger! Axen! Bladestrike! Bullhound! Clawdestroyer! Blazefist! Laxtinct! Fluttershy! Silverstream! Gallus!" All of the officers emerged from their lane. They all reported and bowed firmly before their warlord. He continued, "Virtue Dragon must be killed! Cut down any who impede you including Valorheart and his team!" 
"WHAT?!" Twilight and her friends asked in shock and concern. 
"No way!" Gallus and Silverstream protested. 
"Lord Azure! We have the agreement!" Twilight exclaimed in anger, "You promised me that you will not harm my friends! Because if you do, I won't provide you any more advice or helping you to unify this land!" 
Spike nodded, "Yeah! You can't turn back on our deal!" 
"Your deal matters little to me..." Azure Phoenix said dryly and darkly, shocking Twilight and her friends. He continued, "I have allowed Virtue Dragon and his resistance wander off for too long. I've been patient and mercy for far too long. It's time we end this! Once and for all." 
"But my lord, what about those peasants?" Bullhound asked in concern. 
Axen nodded in agreement and concern, "To attack them would be dishonorable! I beg of you, my lord, reconsider about your order!" 
"They are right, my lord," Bladestrike said firmly, "There must be another way to defeat and kill Virtue Dragon, without harming the peasants." 
Blazefist nodded and bowed humbly, "Please, my lord! Reconsider the order!" 
"Are you questioning my order?!" Azure Phoenix said darkly, shocking his officers. He continued, "They have chosen to side with him of their own free will. Therefore, they are our enemy. Soldier or peasant, it matters not." 
"Cousin..." Anger asked in shock and concern. 
"He's dead serious..." Laxtinct said in fear and worry. 
Clawdestroyer hummed and nodded in concern, "Yes. We have no choice now..." 
"Do not forget - you all are my blade. I choose who you cut, and whose blood will stain you." Azure Phoenix said darkly. He turned and glared at Twilight and her friends. He unsheathed his Imperial Phoenix Sword while levitated both Nyx and Spike. He placed their swords against their throats, shocked and scared them off. He narrowed his hateful and raging eyes, "If you refused to follow the order, then they will die. Unless you can convince your friends and Virtue Dragon surrender to me, there will be no mercy. Failure is not an option, or there will be consequence! Understand?!" 
Twilight and her friends were in shock and scared as they have never seen and face Azure Phoenix's temper in their lives. With Nyx and Spike being held hostages, they have no choice but to obey him now. They all nodded reluctantly and fearfully. He levitated and thrown both Spike and Nyx into obsidian cage-like, preventing them using their magic now. 
Nyx sniffled tearfully while glaring at Azure Phoenix, "You... You really are a monster! I hate you so much!" 
Spike nodded angrily, "I hope you're proud of it because nopony will ever see you as a hero now..." 
"I told you before. Those words means nothing to me. I rather betray the world, than let the world betray me," Azure Phoenix said darkly.  He turned and glared at Twilight, "I hope you do not betray my trust or you will regret it..." Twilight was in traumatized and heartbroken by how cruel and ruthless he has become. He turned and glared at his army, "Imperial Phoenix Army, march out and take down the rebels now!" 
"LORD!" Imperial Phoenix Officers exclaimed while bowed down firmly. 
Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Officials walked out and left the throne chamber, leaving Twilight alone. They even moved the cage of Nyx and Spike to dungeon as well. She dropped to her knees as she cried tearfully and frantically. She can't believe that the past version of her mentor has turned into a ruthless and cruel villain now. She feared that Ben and his team may not survive this new onslaught now... 
-------------------------------------------- 
Azure Phoenix has massed his massive army of Imperial Phoenix Army, at least 100,000 Soldiers. He's now leading his army out of Jing Province Palace. They're all now marching and  chasing after Virtue Dragon and his resistance forces. They're now at the Changban Area. The vanguard force was led by Anger, Bladestrike, Clawdestroyer, Bladefist, Laxtinct, Gallus and Silverstream. Both Bullhound and Axen remained on the middle position of army. They're protecting Azure Phoenix from danger. All of them were still marching across the terrain while searching and hunting down Virtue Dragon and his resistance. 
An Imperial Phoenix Griffon Scout has arrived and bowed before the vanguard commanders. He reported firmly, "My lord! We have sighted the enemy rearguard!" 
"Virtue Dragon is fleeing to the south, with the peasants of Jing Province." Clawdestroyer said firmly, "We must fly after him!" 
Anger sighed, "Yes. This is it, everyone. No matter what happens, Virtue Dragon must die today!" 
"I don't really like this..." Laxtinct said in disgust. 
Blazefist sighed, "Believe me, Lax. I don't like it too. But order is order. We must complete it, regardless of peasant casualties..." 
"Yes, it is time for me to take to the battlefield." Bladestrike said firmly, "Remember, all. We must bring Virtue Dragon to justice, no matter the cost!" 
"Good. Very good..." Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "Remember, you must show no mercy in this battle. You all are our lo blade of ruthlessness..." 
Anger nodded firmly, "Yes, cousin. Imperial Phoenix Army! CHARGE!" 
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud battle cry. They all charged out to the battlefield of Changban. They all were heading straight to the rearguard units, who were covering the peasants' retreat from behind. Virtue Dragon's soldiers and peasants got panicked and screamed in fear and shock upon looking at the Imperial Phoenix Army charging at them. The blue armored army attacked and slaughtered both soldiers 
and peasants in sights until they found and killed Virtue Dragon. Anger and his colleagues, disgusted and angered of slaughtering innocent peasants, were reluctant and forced to carry on their duty.  
Fluttershy, Gallus and Silverstream were disgusted and hated for killing the innocents. Though they have defeated and repelled the soldiers, they couldn't bring themselves up to finish off the peasants. The peasants quickly make their escape at once, though some got injured and killed by another unit. 
"T-This is cruel. It's too much! I can't do it!" Silverstream said tearfully and shamefully, "I can't kill them. They're innocents. This is almost like Storm King's attacking and slaughtering the Hippogriff." 
Gallus sighed, "I don't like it too, Silverstream too. But if we don't do it now, we're screwed." 
"This is war, after all," Fluttershy said in guilt, "Maybe us staying here in this group wasn't good idea at all. If we're not here, Twilight can easily defy Azure Phoenix. But now, there's nothing we can do about it. This is a mistake." 
"Yeah. I can't imagine how heartbroken and sad Headmare Twilight feels now," Silverstream said in shock and worry. 
"Probably the worst," Gallus said in concern. 
"Believe me. I don't like it too," Laxtinct agreed in concern. Fluttershy and her team glared at him. He groaned, "I mean it. I hated it a lot! Okay?!" 
Axen sighed, "No mercy. Even to mere peasants... I fear this battle will be bloody one." 
"We are our lord's messengers." Bladestrike said firmly as he came to the conversation, "We are to let the world know that all who oppose him will meet with death! Regardless of the cost, we must complete our mission! No more excuses and delays! Find and kill Virtue Dragon now!" 
Everyone including Fluttershy's reluctant team nodded firmly as they continued their mission. This will be the bloodiest battle Fluttershy and her team to experience now. 
-------------------------------------------- 
"And Virtue Dragon, too, refused to give up on his comrades, who dreamed like he did of a world of peace. Slow down by ponies, Virtue Dragon's army was finally caught by Azure Phoenix at Changban. Was the world of virtue destined to end as a dream before the overwhelming might of Azure Phoenix's Army. Virtue Dragon, his allies and ponies themselves were about to be tested..." 
Virtue Dragon, Skysoar, Blade Dragoon and most of soldiers and peasants have managed to cross the Changban Bridge now. However, the rest from rearguard were attacked by Imperial Phoenix Army. They 
got scattered while screaming and panicking for their lives. And at the same time, they're trying to get to the bridge. Warpath, Dragonspear, Ben and his team remained behind as they horribly watched both soldiers and innocents get slaughtered by the Imperial Phoenix Army. 
"T-This is horrible..." Saber said in shock and concern. 
"I can't believe it," Starlight said in shock and concern, "Azure's has really gone too far! He's worse as Tirek and Storm King." 
"All this is to get Virtue Dragon..." Pinkie said in concern. She groaned, "Twilight and others must be feeling bad and upset about this." 
"Yeah... I can't imagine of how much more Twilight can take Azure's cruelty..." Applejack said in concern, "She must be in pain and heartbroken now." 
"We have to find and get Twilight and others back now," Ben said firmly as he tightened his grip on Master Sword. He looked up and glared at Imperial Phoenix Soldiers attacking and slaughtering the innocents. He narrowed his angry eyes, "I won't let her stay there much longer." 
Sandbar nodded fearfully, "If only this is easy." 
"Help! The handmaiden cried in fear as she came towards Dragonspear and his group. She cried, "Lord Virtue's family and son! They've been left behind!" 
"What?" Everyone asked in shock and concern. 
Phobos groaned, "How many times must they get left behind?! This is so frustrating!" 
"Leave it to me." Dragonspear said firmly to handmaiden, "I will bring them to safety. You must keep moving!" 
The handmaiden nodded fearfully as she quickly headed off at once. Dragonspear and his group suddenly got surrounded by Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. They all prepared to attack the team now. The enemy troops charged and attacked them. But they all easily get swung off by Warpath's swing. 
"Leave these guys to me, boy!" Warpath shouted firmly. 
"Alright!" Dragonspear said firmly. He turned to Ben's team, "Ben! Saber! Applejack! Sandbar! Come with me! Starlight and Phobos, get back to our lord, and keep him safe! Smolder and Pinkie, helped Warpath! We must escape this place alive!" 
Ben's Team nodded and shouted, "Got it!" 
Starlight and Phobos turned and cross the bridge as they're heading and meeting up with Virtue and his allies. Warpath, Twinkle Star, Smolder, Pinkie and 20 brave Dragon Soldiers remained behind to guard the bridge and hold off the enemy troops. They're also covering the peasants' escape. Dragonspear and his team (Ben, Saber, Applejack and Sandbar) headed off to find and rescue Virtue's family as they're now charging through the large army of Imperial Phoenix, who were standing in their way. Dragonspear's team must find and get to the family before the enemy does.  
This will be the team's greatest challenge they ever face now... 
-------------------------------------------- 
After Azure Phoenix has led his Imperial Phoenix in pursuit of Virtue Dragon and his army, Twilight was locked up inside her private chamber by his order. She is not allowed to leave her chamber or even visit anyone else especially her friends. 
Ever since her defiance and protests against Azure Phoenix's order, the Lord of Imperial Phoenix Army has declared her command over politics and military has been relinquished. Twilight can do nothing but watch and hear the reports. 
The door was knocked as the soldier entered and bowed before her. She refused to look at him. Twilight was staring and looking at the window. 
"Oracle Twilight, I came to report you. Our forces have caught up with the enemies." The soldier explains. Twilight remained silent. "As we speak, they still searching and hunting Virtue Dragon down. And there is no sign of your friends on the battlefield." 
Twilight remained silent again, or refused to turn her head to him either. 
Imperial Phoenix Soldier sighed, "Lady Oracle, I'm truly sorry. I really am." 
Imperial Phoenix Soldier turned and left the chamber at once. Twilight sobbed and cried tearfully. 
Twilight hissed, "How could this have happen?" 
Twilight looked at the window. She wondered of how her friends on both sides. She prayed and hoped they're alright. She also hoped that Azure Phoenix stopped his cruelty and ruthless. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Some villages and towns of Jing Province were enjoying their moment of peace. Suddenly, some soldiers from Virtue Dragon's Army has arrived as they warned and ordered the ponies to pack up their stuffs and leave their home behind. 
Chorus: Since you broke your promise to me 
(Since you broke your promise to me) 
The Land of Ma is in Hell... 
Unfortunately, the Imperial Phoenix Army have arrived at the city and village. It has shocked both soldiers and innocents to see them. 
Chorus: I send the army of demons 
Through the land, through the city 
Through your street, through your home 
Imperial Phoenix Army charged and began slaughtering on both soldiers and innocent ponies, spilling some blood on the walls and floors. This has shocked and traumatized mares, foals and elders, who were running away for their lives. 
Chorus: Begin the hunt, and begin the kill 
All the soldiers, all the innocents 
Their blood spilled in your field Into your dreams, into your sleep 
Until you break, until you yield 
Azure Phoenix, Bullhound and Axen have arrived at the blazing and ruins of village. The Lord of Imperial Phoenix narrowed his eyes into firm and angry as he shown no remorse and concern over the dead ponies. 
Chorus: I send the horde, I send the death 
Thus saith the Mystic 
-------------------------------------------- 
Twilight hissed in anger. She quickly wrote the letter as fast as she can. She passed it to Imperial Phoenix Messenger and ordered him to deliver it to Azure Phoenix. He nodded and headed off at once. 
Twilight: Once I called you friend 
Once I thought the chance to make you smile 
Was all I ever wanted... 
-------------------------------------------- 
Anger, Bladestrike, Clawdestroyer, Blazefist and Laxtinct continued leading the army to charge and slaughter anyone that stand in their way, without mercy or remorse. Fluttershy, Gallus and Silverstream reluctant and hesitated to do so, allowing the peasants and soldiers to flee in fear. 
Chorus: I send the dragons from the sky 
I send the fire raining down 
-------------------------------------------- 
Dragonspear was leading his team of Saber, Ben, Applejack and Sandbar to find and rescue Virtue Dragon's family. They charged and pierce through the enemy's front line. 
Twilight: And even now I have hope that you will change 
Proving there is good and kindness in you 
But you have proven me wrong... 
The team come across the large army of archers, who armed and aimed at them. They released and fired their arrows upon them. Luckily, Dragonspear's team dodged and evaded the attacks while charging straight at the enemies. 
Chorus: I send a hail of burning arrows 
On ev'ry field, on ev'ry town 
-------------------------------------------- 
Twilight: This is my nightmare 
All this pain and devastation 
How it tortures me inside 
All the innocent who suffer 
From your ruthless and cruelty... 
-------------------------------------------- 
Warpath remained firm and strong as he was still standing on the Changban Bridge. Twinkle Star, Smolder, Pinkie and 20 brave Dragon Soldiers were hiding behind the forests while watching the event. 
Peasants ran as fast as they can while crossing the Changban Bridge. Virtue Dragon's soldiers also help them as well. 
Chorus: I send the war beasts on the wind
Such as the world has never seen 
On ev'ry soldier, on ev'ry innocent 
Until there's nothing left of them to be alive 
Warpath's Team spotted the large army are on their way to Changban Bridge. This scared Pinkie and some soldiers. The peasants and soldiers screamed and panicked in fear as they make run for their lives. 
Chorus: I send my scourge, I send my sword 
Thus saith the Mystic! 
-------------------------------------------- 
Blade Dragoon and his team were preparing and setting the ships and boats. They helped and moved peasants and soldiers into ship. Virtue, Skysoar, Master Cooler and Lady Marvel were there to help them get into the ships. 
Twilight: You who I called friend 
Why must you slaughter these poor souls ? 
Chorus: I send my scourge, I send my sword 
Starlight and Phobos have arrived and reported to Virtue and his allies about Azure Phoenix's coming to them soon. This made the benevolent lord uneasy and worried  
Twilight: Let those souls go 
Chorus: This saith the Lord 
Twilight and Chorus: Thus saith the Lord 
-------------------------------------------- 
While waiting and watching the battlefield on the small hill, Azure Phoenix received the letter from Imperial Phoenix Messenger. Once he read it, he got furious and anger. He tore it to pieces. Everyone looked scared and worried about him. 
Azure Phoenix: You who I called friend 
How could you have come to turn on me so? 
I thought you understand me! 
Chorus: I send the horde, I send the death... 
Azure Phoenix turned and glare at any soldier and peasant that his soldiers have captured and bring them before he. He interrogated them of where Virtue Dragon. And when they refused, he ordered their execution at once. 
Azure Phoenix: Then let my heart be hardened 
And never mind how high the cost may grow 
My ambition will be realized! 
I will never let those souls go... 
Chorus: Thus saith the Mystic 
Twilight: Thus saith the Mystic 
-------------------------------------------- 
Azure Phoenix continued ordering and leading his army to find and kill everyone until he finds and capture or kill Virtue Dragon, regardless Twilight's pleading. 
Azure Phoenix: I will not... 
Twilight, Azure Phoenix and Chorus: Let those souls go! 
---------------- 
At the small village, the soldiers were guiding and protecting Virtue Dragon's family - one was an older yellow unicorn with light green long mane and tail with lighter blue and pink streaks - Lady Dragon, another was a younger blue Earth Pony with dark pink mane with magenta and red streaks. - Lady Hope Both of them were wearing messy yet torn formal Chinese Imperial Dresses while holding a baby with them. 
As the group were doing their best to escape, a small unit of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers have arrived and attacked them. One of them killed the Lady Dragon. 
Lady Hope gasped, "SISTER!" 
One of Virtue Dragon's Soldiers calls out in alarm, "My lady, we must move now!" 
Virtue Dragon's Soldiers helped and moved Lady Hope and her son to safety zone. They did their best to protect their lady from danger. Anger, Clawdestroyer and Gallus have arrived at the scene 
Anger looked up and found Lady Hope and her baby. He spoke up, "That must be Virtue Dragon's wife and son! I want them captured alive." 
Clawdestroyer nodded as he added, "At once. Gallus, follow me!" 
Gallus groaned, "First the innocents, and now the family. Can't you guys stop being bad guys?!" 
Clawdestroyer held Gallus against the walls. He snaps, "Listen to me, Corporal. I am not thrilled and happy of doing this! But if we want to bring peace to our land, we must sacrificed our honor and compassion to do so. But if you refused to do so, Lord Azure will not be merciful and caring to spare your friends! Understand?!" 
"Understand." 
"Now,follow me and get that baby!" 
Clawdestroyer and Gallus chased after Virtue Dragon's family. They both killed the soldiers. They both surrounded and cornered them to the well. Both Lady Hope and her son were trapped. 
"Surrender now, Lady Hope. You and your son will be spared." Clawdestroyer demanded more than he asked. 
Lady Hope shook her head, protesting, "Never!" 
"Lady. Please, don't do something stupid. Look around you! You're surrounded and got trapped! Please, surrender now!" Gallus pleads in worry. Lady Hope should at least listen to reason and give up because these guys are ruthless monsters! 
"Why should I listen to monsters like you?!" 
"I'm trying to save you! Please! Don't do something stupid." 
"Gallus! Get the baby now!" Anger demanded angrily. Gallus looks horrified. Anger is asking the unthinkable here! 
"But sir," Gallus protests to Anger in worry, knowing the consequences if he even dares to refuse an order. 
"That's an order! Kill that mare now! And get the baby!" 
Gallus screamed and cried tearfully, "I can't! I don't want to kill a family. It's not right! I don't want to take children away from them! I don't them to be orphan!" 
Lady Hope was in shock and surprise of what she has heard. 
Anger kicked Gallus aside, screaming in fury, "Useless Griffon! I don't know what my cousin see in you! I'll have to do it by myself." 
"You will not harm my lady!" A familiar voice spoke from out of nowhere. 
Anger got his left side of chest speared and thrown to the walls. And at the same time, Dragonspear kicked Clawdestroyer into blazing house. Imperial Phoenix Soldier yelped in shock and concern of what they just saw. Dragonspear's Team have arrived and attacked them. 
Dragonspear swiftly swung his spear in knocking and killing them one-by-one. Applejack punched and kicked them off. Ben swung his Master Sword in killing them. Sandbar helped protecting Lady Hope and her son. They have defeated the soldiers. 
Applejack approached and helped Gallus. She spoke up, "Gallus, are you alright?" 
Gallus grunted, "I'm fine, Professor Applejack." He turned and looked at Lady Hope. "Look, lady. I'm sorry. I'd never wanted this. I'd never do. But I have no choice." 
Lady Hope sighed, "It's okay. But thank you for not taking my son." 
"Gallus, what's going on?! What happen to Twilight?! Didn't she stop Azure from doing this?!" Ben demanded to Gallus in alarm. He was hoping Twilight would at least try to stop Azure from this madness. She made him promise! 
Gallus sighed, "She did. Azure hold hostage of Spike and Nyx! He threatened all of us if we don't do the job. Twilight got locked up and she can't do anything now." 
"That son of a bitch; Killing innocents, doing blackmail and hostage; and for what?! Bringing peace to the land?! This is chaos and war! He is no better than his emperor and any of the enemies we thought. He should've died out a long time ago for that treachery!" 
"Frankly, I got no idea why he is even a Mystic Pony to begin with." Applejack said in agreement, leaving the past ones confused, "Uh, no time to explain." 
Dragonspear decided it's best to ignore the comment for now as he focuses on the task at hoof here. He spoke up, "There is nothing we can do. We must leave this place now." The pony turned to Lady Hope as he continues, "My Lady, we'll get you to safety now." 
Lady Hope nodded, speaking, "Whatever happens to me, you must keep my son safe. He must reached his father, at all cost!" 
"I will, my lady. You have my word that I will take you and young lord to Lord Virtue Dragon. I promised." The hero didn't waste time as he whistled, "White Horse!"" 
White Speed Dragon has arrived and stood before his master. And just before anyone could do anything, an Imperial Phoenix Soldier has arrived and thrust spear at Lady Hope. Luckily, Ben swung his Master Sword in cutting it in two before slashed on him. 
Saber gasped, "Here they come!" 
Gallus hissed as he jumped and attacked Sandbar, "Sandbar! Hit me!" 
"What," Sandbar yelped in shock, wondering if he heard right. 
"Hit me! Make it like we're fighting; the only way to help our friends!" 
Sandbar nodded in understanding before screamed in anger and attacked Gallus. Both of them punched and kicked at each other wildly and firmly. 
Ben hissed, "Hold them off!" 
Saber, Applejack and Ben charged and attacked the soldiers. Dragonspear held the baby close to him as he used his spear to block and fend off the invader, He turned and looked at Lady Hope. 
"Lady Hope, get on the dragon steed!" Dragonspear spoke out to Lady Hope, motioning him to the Dragon. 
Dragonspear and his team struggled and did their best to hold off the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. Lady Hope struggled to get on the White Horse's back. Suddenly, one of the soldiers charged and swung his sword on her back, making her yelped in pain. 
Dragonspear gasped, "Lady Hope!" 
Dragonspear charged to Lady Hope's aid. He rammed the first soldier before kicked the second one off. And just before he could help her out, he got his back stabbed. Saber arrived as he decapitated the soldier's head. 
Dragonspear grunted in pain as he pulled out the spear. Despite the injury he suffered, he fought hard to protect both Lady Hope and her son. Saber, Ben and Applejack fought bravely to fend off the invaders. Sandbar and Gallus punched each other as hard as they can give. 
Despite the effort Dragonspear's Team has put up with, more of Imperial Phoenix soldiers were charging and attacking them. 
Lady Hope became more worry and scared as she's more concern the safety of her son's welfare and need him to reach to his father. She can't bear them her burden. She found the well behind her. She realized to save them and her son, she must make ultimate sacrifice. She quickly jumped into the well. 
Saber gasped, "Adopted Mother!" 
Saber charged while pushing and knocking the soldiers off. He jumped and quickly grabbed her dress, holding Lady Hope in midair of falling within the well.  
Saber grunted and struggled to pull her out. The gown torn out, letting her fall into the well's water. He was in deep shock and pain to see her. 
Dragonspear's Team have managed to defeat and kill all of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. They regrouped. They then found Saber's crying tearfully and he shown the small piece of gown's. 
Saber hissed, "I'm sorry..." 
Dragonspear sighed, "Damn it. Lady Hope sacrificed herself to save us. Damn it." 
"What's next?" Ben asks, wondering what now. 
"We have to get back to our friends now. We have to get out of here." Saber sighed in sadness. Lady Hope wouldn't want them to mourn at the moment, they got to leave now. 
"Gallus, come with us now. This is your chance!" Sandbar exclaims to Gallus in concern. 
"He's right. You don't need to continue helping those vermints." Applejack said in agreement with her student. "Azure has gone too far now. You got to get out of there." 
"At least listen to reason. Twilight can find a way out of there!" 
Gallus sighed, "I want nothing more but to get out of here. But Headmare Twilight and Silverstream need me now. I'm sorry." 
Dragonspear sighed, "We understand." 
"Anyway, I need to make it convince that I got beaten badly." 
"Ready?" Applejack ask in sadness. Gallus nodded firmly. Applejack punched on his face hard, making him unconscious and dropped to the ground hard. "I hope I didn't hit him too hard." 
"He'll be fine. But let's get out of here now." Sandbar said, cringing at the sight of his friend. He hates to abandon him but Gallus insisted. 
Ben nodded while speaking, "Yeah. More will be coming soon." 
Dragonspear nodded. He took down the Dragon Flag. He wrapped around the baby against his chest like using a baby holder for the lord's son. 
Dragonspear spoke, "Everyone, ready?" 
"Yeah, as ever," Saber said, slowly nodding. 
"We better leave now." Ben said, knowing it may not be long before more of Azure's soldiers arrive. 
Dragonspear looked at the baby as he speaks, "Don't worry, I will keep you safe, little one. I swear it on my life. Let's go!" 
Dragonspear got on his Speed Dragon Steed. Ben, Applejack, Saber and Sandbar got on their Dragon Steeds. They all trotted off at once. 
Anger grunted in pain as he removed the spear and dropped to the ground. Clawdestroyer screamed in pain as he came out from the blazing house. Gallus grunted in pain as he got up. 
"Where are they?!" Anger demanded furiously. He came close to killing Lady Hope and getting that baby and now, he has been taken down! 
Gallus grunted in pain, "They got away. They hurt me a lot." 
Clawdestroyer groaned, "We have to go after them." 
Anger nodded as he spoke, "We will." The villain turned to Gallus to issue the next command, "Send word to our lord now!" 
Gallus nodded reluctantly as he flapped and flew off to the main unit of Imperial Phoenix Army. 
--------------------------- 
Dragonspear's Team were riding their dragon steeds as fast as they can on the long road. They have to reach to the Changban Bridge. However, they arrived at the large army of Imperial Phoenix's rearguard. 
"Oh horse feathers!" Applejack groans out in disbelief. "This isn't just our day. I knew it wouldn't take long for this to happen." 
"What now?" Sandbar asks in worry. "These guys got us outnumbered." 
Dragonspear narrowed her eyes firmly while holding tight on the baby. With a stern tone, he said, "No matter the cost, we must reach our lord; to battle!" 
Ben gasped, "Dragonspear, no! We have to go around it!" 
Dragonspear gave a battle cry as he nudged his dragon steed and trotted straight to the rearguard. 
Saber sighed, "Father wasn't kidding about him being bravest and fierce warrior as a dragon!" 
"Yeah, well, there's a difference between bravery and being a darn foal." Applejack said, shaking her head in disbelief by Dragonspear's reckless and foolish action. 
"And he isn't going to himself and the kid good at this rate!" Sandbar exclaims, recalling that he still got the kid with him. 
"We have to help him. He's gonna put himself and the baby in danger!" Ben exclaims quickly in concern. 
"And get ourselves killed; Crazy, vice-head stallion, crazy!" 
"Well, we better do something!" 
Axen spotted Dragonspear's Team charging at the army's rearguard. 
"It must be them! Shields and Spears up! Archers, arm your arrows now! Target the enemies now!" Axen gave order to his army. Today, Azure will win! 
As ordered, the Imperial Phoenix Archers armed their bows and arrows. Imperial Phoenix Guards armed with shields and spears for battle. They aimed and fired at Dragonspear, who swung and deflect the arrows at once. However, the arrows have halted Ben and his team. 
"Dragonspear, get out of there!" Applejack calls out to Axen in protest. "You're going to get yourself killed!" 
"Right, think about your life and the baby!" Ben exclaims in agreement. "And Virtue's reaction at least!" 
Dragonspear ignored their concerns and warnings. He nudged his Speed Dragon to charge and jump over the shield units while slamming on three to five soldiers to death. While riding and charging straight to Changban Bridge, his dragon steed rammed most of soldiers while he swung and thrust his spear at them one-by-one. 
Axen grunted, "Stop him!" 
Axen led the rearguard and dragon cavalry to charge and chase after Dragonspear, who retaliated and fought back very fierce and determined while holding baby close to his chest. Despite his bravery of fighting the enemies off, more Imperial Phoenix Soldiers and Cavalry came and surrounded him, preventing him from escaping and trying to take him down. Axen also attacking and engaging with young warrior. Nevertheless, Dragonspear refused to give up and continued fighting back. 
"Well, say what you will about him, that is one brave past pony." Sandbar said impressed. "I just wish the others are here to see this." 
"I just wish he wasn't so foolish to boot." Ben said to Sandbar as he shakes his head. 
Azure Phoenix, who was very focused on hunting down Virtue Dragon, has heard the noise from behind. He turned and looked behind. Accompany him were Bladestrike, Blazefist, Laxtinct, Bullhound, Fluttershy and Silverstream. They saw Dragonspear fighting off the enemies from the rear.  
Axen battled and engaged with Dragonspear fiercely and firmly. Axen slammed his axe on Dragonspear's head, but blocked and pushed back. They both swung and clashed their axe and spear at each other for few times. They then clashed and held each other's weapons for the moment. Dragonspear pulled and dragged Axen's towards him for him to give the latter a headbutt. He then has his Speed Dragon to ram Axen's Iron Earth Dragon.  
"Who is that warrior?” Azure asks in amazement, despite the fact that Dragonspear is on the other side. 
Anger, Gallus and Clawdestroyer have arrived and regrouped with the main unit. The one-eyed warrior spotted Dragonspear fighting off Axen. 
Anger gasped, "Cousin! That's the same pony, who attacked my unit! He's the one, has Virtue Dragon's son!" 
Azure Phoenix narrowed his eyes, demanding, "Identify that warrior." 
"Warrior! Who are you?!" 
Dragonspear turned and glared at Azure Phoenix. He screams out in fury, "I am Dragonspear of Mount Fang!" 
Dragonspear's battle cry has echoed to the Imperial Phoenix Army, and even Azure Phoenix. 
"Such ferocity and prowess; Anger, I want him alive. Don't shoot him down." Azure said calmly to Anger, 
much to his surprise. 
"But Dragonspear is too loyal to Virtue Dragon. He won't surrender." Fluttershy whimpers to Azure. She knows that Dragonspear will never betray Virtue Dragon. 
"I will make him." 
"Understood," Anger said, nodding. Azure wants Dragonspear, so who is he to oppose? "All units, take him down! Capture him alive!" 
Anger, Bladestrike, Blazefist, Laxtinct and Clawdestroyer led their units and charged to the battlefield. Dragonspear was still battling with Axen. They both clashed for the moment. Clawdestroyer screeched wildly as he flew off and rammed the young warrior down hard. But luckily, Dragonspear has his back landed on the ground hard. 
Dragonspear grunted as he slowly got up from the ground. He turned and faced at Imperial Phoenix Army. Anger and his allies climbed down from their Dragon Steeds. 
"Surrender now!" Anger demanded madly to Dragonspear. 
Dragonspear groaned, "Never! I will never surrender!" 
"Always the hard way! Take him down!" 
Imperial Phoenix Army gave a loud battle cry. They all charged and attacked Dragonspear. The young warrior gave a loud battle cry as he charged and fought back. He gave a powerful swing on his spear in knocking ten soldiers off. He then stroke, thrust and jabbed all of them one-by-one while evading and dodging the attacks as well. And at the same time, Dragonspear also fought and battle with Imperial Phoenix Officers. 
"There's nowhere he can hold off that many soldiers." Ben said in alarm. Bravery or not, even Dragonspear won't be able to win with that alone! 
"Yeah, the dude is making a big mistake here." Sandbar said, shaking his head in worry. "He needs help, pronto." 
"How we do that?" Applejack ask. "That pony is stubborn." 
Saber noticed some boulders on high hill. He spoke thoughtfully, "I've got an idea." 
Laxtinct jumped and slammed his War Hammer on Dragonspear's head. Blazefist charged and thrust his spear at the warrior, who dodge and evade the attacks five times. Dragonspear grabbed the spear 
before kicking Blazefist's chest for ten times before kicked him straight at Laxtinct, whom he got his head punched and hit by him. 
Axen screamed as he swung and slammed his axe at Dragonspear, who quickly and firmly dodge the attacks for few times. He turned and ran off towards at the shield units, where he jumped and walked on it before jumped over Axen's back. Dragonspear kicked and slammed him at the shield units. But not before, Axen has his axe's tip jabbed and injured on Dragonspear's left chest. 
Anger screamed in anger as he slammed his scimitar against Dragonspear's for the moment. They then departed at once. They both swung and clashed their weapons at each other for few times. They then clashed and glaring at each other for the moment. Dragonspear gave a punch on his face, before tripped him to the ground. He then thrust his spear at Anger's back. 
Bladestrike roared in anger as he jumped and gave a powerful slash on Dragonspear's back. Dragonspear grunted in pain as he turned and face Bladestrike. As young warrior tried to thrust and struck his spear, Bladestrike firmly and fiercely swung and deflect 20 attacks while marching towards him. Tired and exhausted, Dragonspear is unable to stand much longer. As he was about to strike again, Bladestrike swung his twin axes in knocking down his helmet. Dragonspear fell on his back hard. 
Dragonspear grunted, "Damn it..." 
"It's over now." Bladestrike boasted eagerly. Dragonspear is going down and Azure will get another ally to his cause, like it or no. 
"At last..." Azure said with a smirk as he watches onward. 
"Oh no," Fluttershy gasped in fright. It didn't look good! 
That is, until Silverstream notice something's off, causing her to ask, "Wait. Didn't Dragonspear has the team?" 
Suddenly one of the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers cried out in alarm, "Watch out!" 
Everyone looked up and found couple of boulders rolling down from the hill. They're heading straight to Imperial Phoenix Army. They all screamed and panicked in fear as they quickly ran and moved aside before they get killed. 
Ben's Team came and rescued Dragonspear. They gotten him on his Speed Dragon. They all trotted and headed straight to Changban Bridge. 
Dragonspear sighed, "Thank you." 
"No problem. How's my little brother?" Saber ask, relieved that Dragonspear will live or escape to see another day. 
"He's alive." 
"Good!" Applejack scowls as she whacks Dragonspear alongside the head. "You are dumb, you know that? You almost got killed." 
"Yeah, I agree. Pretty dumb, you know?" Sandbar asks Dragonspear dryly. 
Ben nodded as he added, "Seriously, Dragonspear, we could have gone around them and also avoid them, you know?" 
Sandbar nodded as he agrees, "That would save the troubles and not let the baby get hurt." 
Dragonspear rubs the back of his head where Applejack whacks him, saying sheepishly, "Oh! Sorry. I guess I didn't think about it." 
"Well, we'd better go now! They're coming after us." Applejack insists quickly; Won't be long before more will be coming. 
Dragonspear's Team have escaped. Azure Phoenix was annoyed and frustrated for failures. 
"No more failures. Find and kill Virtue Dragon!" Azure scowls furiously to his army. He is getting fed up with these failures and delays. Virtue Dragon dies or someone from his own army will! 
"Lord!" The army cries out as they bowed to their leader. 
"To Changban Bridge," Anger ordered sternly to his men. The ones who are forced to kill or hurt for Azure watch on in horror and sadness. This is getting way out of hoof here. 
"Oh no; this is getting bad." Fluttershy mumbles quietly to her friends. 
"I know." Silverstream said in sadness. "Gallus, I don't want to be with these ponies anymore. They aren't nice." 
"I know....I know." Gallus sighs in sadness and he hugs Silverstream in comfort. He wants out of here too. 
But how, when Twilight, Spike and Nyx are in danger of being killed or worst? 
------------- 
Dragonspear's Team has arrived at the Changban Bridge, where Warpath is standing and arming with his Forked-Bladed Serpentine Spear. 
"Lord Warpath! The rest is up to you!" Dragonspear calls out to Warpath in determination. 
"Right, we got some bad guys chasing us." Applejack said to Dragonspear with a nod. "Think you done can handle it?" 
"Don't think, Applejack. Just do, Warpath!" Ben calls out to Warpath quickly. 
"It's about time..." The warrior mumbles. Warpath looked up and found Imperial Phoenix Army is coming to them now. Warpath smirked as he continues, "Here stands the mighty Warpath 'Bob Papenbrook' Temper! Any of you who wish to taste death..." He shouted in thunderous roar, "Step forward!" 
His thunderous roar has halted Imperial Phoenix Soldiers from marching and advancing. They all were in shock and scared of what they just witness. 
"Ha! Bring it on! I'm ready!" Warpath exclaims in determination as he got his spear ready. 
The Imperial Phoenix Captain quickly recovers as he screams, "Get him!" 
Imperial Phoenix Soldiers gave loud battle cries. They all charged and attacked Warpath. The mighty warrior fought back by swinging and striking his spear in killing them one-by-one. 
---------- 
Virtue Dragon and his team did their best to help and guide all the peasants and soldiers to the ships as fast as they can. Dragonspear's Team have arrived and stand before him. They climbed down their dragon steeds. They bowed before him. 
"Dragonspear! My friend! Where were you?! Kindy?! What happen," Virtue ask frantically. He notes how his waves are nowhere in sight, he fears the worst. 
Dragonspear held the baby up, speaking in regret, "Your wives... They were killed. Only son we've manage to save. Forgive me..." 
Saber nodded as he said, "Please; forgive us." 
"You should be glad, sir." Ben explains to Virtue calmly. "Lady Hope gave her life so her son can live." 
"He got a point." Starlight said, knowing that Ben is serious about that. "It's best not to let her sacrifice be in vain." 
Virtue grabbed and held both Dragonspear and Saber up. He gave them a hug while crying, "I was so worried about you two. I'm glad you're alive." 
Saber sighed, "You're too kind, father." 
Dragonspear nodded as he spoke, "Yes. All we can do is protect you, my lord." 
"We got out of that mess for now." Sandbar said in relief, "Though the battle isn't over yet." 
"Yeah, and I thought Cozy Glow and the other jerks we took on were bad enough." Smolder comments in agreement. 
"I'm more worried about Twilight. I'd never thought Azure Phoenix decide to ignore her now." Ben said, still disbelief by this. He thought Azure would be the same pony he looked up to in the present. Now; Even the prince is not sure anymore. 
Starlight patted Ben on the back in comfort, saying calmly, "Ben, we'll get her back; one way or another." 
"Right; we ain't giving up yet." Smolder said in agreement. "We still got our other pals out there." 
"Yeah, we just need to find them, then hope to the Herd that Twilight and her group will hold out until then." Applejack said with a nod. She knows Twilight, she will hold out quickly. 
"Yeah. You're right about that." Ben said to his friends with a sigh. It will be rough, but they will make it....somehow. 
------- 
Ben's Team quickly returned to Changban Bridge as they're trying to get Warpath Temper. Moving through the forest, they arrived at the bridge, where they found Pinkie and her team were performing cheerleading style while using bushes as well. Ben's Team was in shocked yet annoyed by her randomness again. They approached to her at once. They all glared at her. She stopped and smiled at them. 
"Hey, guys! What took you long?" Pinkie asked happily. 
"We were fine, Professor Pinkie," Sandbar answered dryly. 
"Pinkie, you were supposed to help Warpath!" Ben angrily scolded Pinkie, "Not cheerleading!" 
"I am helping! And I'm cheerleading for Warpath! Besides, he doesn't need us to help him out," Pinkie said happily while pointing at the bridge. Ben's Team looked at the front. They were in shock and surprised. They witnessed Warpath single-handedly  fought and killed Imperial Phoenix Soldiers one-byone. They were in shock and surprise. She continued, "Come on, everyone! Do the cheerleading!  
"Warpath, Warpath, he's our man. If he can't do it, no one can! Go...Warpath!" Pinkie and Virtue Dragon's Soldiers cheered wildly and happily. 
Warpath roared angrily and wildly as he swung his first strike of Forked-blade Serpentine Spear at three Imperial Phoenix Earth Ponies, before swung a few next strikes at some of Griffon, Unicorns, Pegasi and even Diamond Dogs. He already killed almost 30 soldiers. He then stomped on the ground. He gave a loud thunderous roar while slamming his spear on the ground hard. 
"You want some more?!" Warpath demanded wildly. He scoffed, "Warpath 'Bob Papenbrook' Temper can drink and fight for another day!" 
Hearing the thunderous roar has spooked and scared Imperial Phoenix Soldiers to run off at once. They have never seen or faced someone that is fierce and strong as he is. 
"Ha! Coward! Pathetic! The lot of you!" Warpath taunted, "I'm still waiting for real challenge!" 
The main army of Imperial Phoenix have arrived. Azure Phoenix and his generals were in shock of what they saw. Their own soldiers were running away from Warpath Tempest, who was still standing before the bridge. 
"I don't believe it..." Azure Phoenix said in shock. 
Fluttershy gulped, "Believe it or not, Warpath is somepony you don't want to mess with. I know that because Phobos make a big fuss of insulting him." 
"Gallus did that too," Silverstream said in concern. 
"It was just a prank," Gallus exclaimed in annoyance. 
"It doesn't matter how strong and fierce he is, he is only pony," Azure Phoenix said darkly and angrily, "Get him! I want Virtue Dragon's head!" 
Anger nodded, "Understand, cousin." He turned and faced to the front. He called out, "Warpath 
Temper, no matter how powerful and ferocious you are, we will defeat you, your friends and your lord. We will have his head on the tip of our spear!" 
Warpath scoffed arrogantly, "I would like to see you try, you assholes. Just coz you eat your own eye doesn't make you some kind of badass warrior because I am a badass warrior, asshole!" 
Anger groaned in annoyance, "Get him!" 
"Do we have to?" Laxtinct asked fearfully before looked at angry Warpath. He yelped in fear, "That guy's really freaks me out!" 
Blazefist narrowed his eyes firmly, "Well, it doesn't matter because we're gonna ram him though together, little brother." 
"That would be a bad idea!" Silverstream protested in concern. 
Ignoring the Hippogriff, Laxtinct armed with his Rock Hammer while Blazefist readied his Falcon Spear as they both screamed and charged wildly and determinedly at Warpath. Laxtinct swung and slammed his hammer at Warpath, but blocked and deflected aside. Blazefist jumped and thrust his spear from the top. Luckily, the might warrior grabbed and slammed him on his brother to the ground hard. They both groaned in pain. He roared angrily as he slammed his fists on them. They both yelped as they moved away at once. Laxtinct slammed and swung his hammer in knocking him off before Blazefist jumped and thrust his Falcon Spear at Warpath, injuring the left side of chest. Enduring the pain that Laxtinct and Blazefist have caused on him, Warpath roared in anger, which shocked and made the brothers to back off. He then landed both punches on their heads hard to the ground. 
Axen huffed while armed with his axe, "I shall take it over!" 
"So, will I! Die, Warpath Temper!" Clawdestroyer roared wildly. 
Axen and Clawdestroyer armed with their axe and claws. They were swinging, thrusting and striking their weapons at Warpath, who blocked and deflected the attacks as hard as he can. Though he was strong, Warpath was too slowly to withstand Axen and Clawdestroyer's speeds of attacking him. Thus, they have wounded him a lot. Both of them jumped and readied to strike him down by slamming their weapons on him. Luckily, he quickly grabbed and held off the weapons before giving them a headbutt, knocking them off. He then swung and struck his spear in knocking them off. 
Anger groaned, "Bladestrike, Bullhound, with me. It's time we teach this idiot some lesson!" 
"Indeed," Bladestrike exclaimed in agreement, "We will not let you stand in our lord's way!" 
Bullhound snarled while armed with his club, "Back off now or we'll make you! Give up now!" 
Warpath snarled, "Make me!" 
Anger screamed in fury as he charged and swung his scimitar in high speed at Warpath, who did his best to dodge and block the attacks while trying to hit him down. Anger dodged and evaded the attacks while striking his enemy down swiftly and fiercely. Bladestrike charged in as he swung and slammed his axes in knocking and pushing the mighty warrior back off. Both of them swung and slammed their weapons at each other fiercely and aggressively. While Warpath was busy handling and dealing with Bladestrike, Anger took his chance in attacking him from behind. Warpath screamed in anger Bullhound roared as he charged and formed into a rolling bowl-like and rammed Warpath off. He even slammed his club in knocking off the might warrior. Warpath panted heavily in exhaustion as he's unable to withstand the attack. 
Ben and his team gasped in shock and concern. They all armed and readied their weapons as they're about to help him. 
"Is that all you've got?" Warpath asked dryly and firmly while panted heavily, "Coz I'm still waiting for challenge." 
"You really don't know when to quit!" Bladestrike said firmly and dryly. 
Anger nodded, "Look around! Innocent slaughtered because of you! You let them to battlefield! If I was the smart, I wouldn't have drag them and make them follow me here!" 
"Yeah! You're using them as shields!" Bullhound exclaimed in anger, "Shame on you! Your master is evil!" 
"How dare you call my brother that?!" Warpath demanded in anger. His body began burning and blazing in flames. He roared, "And trust me! You don't want to make me angry! Nopony gets away from that stupid insults! You hear me, assholes! I'm gonna make you pay now!" 
And just before Anger and his team could do anything, Warpath grabbed and spun Bullhound around and around in knocking and injuring Anger, Bladestrike and even himself. And at the same time, he roared wildly and angrily. After spinning and injuring his enemies, Warpath thrown Bullhound straight at Anger and Bladestrike. Three of them got thrown straight to their army. Warpath then gave a loud thunderous roar, which shocked the Imperial Phoenix Army. He even slammed his Forked Blade Serpentine Spear on the bridge, causing it breaking to pieces.  
Warpath was about to fall to his death if not for Applejack's lasso grabbing him in time. Ben's Team quickly pulled and dragged him back to their sides. They all sighed in relief. They all looked up and faced Azure Phoenix and his army. 
"Azure! You really have gone too far!" Ben shouted angrily and firmly. Azure Phoenix remained firm and calm. He continued, "We'll bring you to justice! We'll make everything back to normal! And best of all, we will get Twilight back! You betrayed her trust and agreement! And trust us, if we ever get the chance to see you again, I will kill you personally! To think we thought of you as friend." 
Azure Phoenix groaned in annoyance, "Well, I would like to see you try. Without Twilight, all of you are nothing but pathetic and fools to think naively about Magic of Friendship! The only ponies you can trust is yourself. That's how the world works." 
"Well, not to me," Ben said firmly, "And trust me, we will win." 
"Let's get out of here now!" Saber said firmly. 
Ben and his team nodded firmly as they turned and headed off at once. Azure Phoenix and his army remained standing firm while watching their enemies escaping for their lives. 
Bladestrike bowed before Azure Phoenix, "My lord, forgive us." 
"We'll get them the next time," Anger said firmly. 
Azure Phoenix nodded firmly, "I agreed." He turned and glared at Fluttershy, Gallus and Silverstream. Three of them looked worry and scared. He continued, "We have some issues to deal with..." 
-------------------------------------------- 
Ben and his team managed to escape and regrouped with Virtue Dragon and his allies. They all have gotten on the naval ships. They're now heading to another location for safe and secured from Imperial Phoenix Army. Most ponies of Jing Province chatted and cried tearfully and upset that they have lost their home to Azure Phoenix. The soldiers were patrolling and keep their eyes on the surroundings. Blade Dragoon and his team were leading the naval ships to safe location. Warpath Temper, Master Cooler, Lady Marvel and Twinkle Star were on the naval  ships' rearguard. Dragonspear was accompanying both Virtue Dragon and Skysoar Intellect while Saber was looking after his newly baby brother at the middle naval ships. Ben and his team were on edge of ship's.  
Ben shown concern and scared. Applejack patted Ben's back, "You know we'll get her back, right?" 
"I know, but how?" Ben asked in concern. 
Starlight sighed before showing the bamboo message, "Remember the message? Twilight said that we have to make alliance with Tiger Clan. With them, we have the chance to defeat Azure Phoenix and win the battlefield of Red Cliff. That way, we can rescue our friends!" 
"And also, we have to make sure that two forces are friends, not enemies too," Pinkie said calmly and happily, "We want to avoid the crazy vengeance again." 
"Good point," Applejack agreed, "Saber told me about that story. It was terrible. I hate to think of it." 
Ben sighed, "Let's make this work..." 
Virtue Dragon was talking with Skysoar about the next plans. The strategist turned and glared at Ben's Team like he has suspicious on them. He turned his attention to his lord. He spoke, "My lord, I know that you and them are friends. Don't trust them." 
"What? Why?" Virtue Dragon asked in concern. 
"My lord. I do believed that they're not really helping you to achieve your ambition, but rather plotted against you and helping Twilight to achieve her goals." 
"What?! What hope they do achieve for?" 
"I need more time to understand them. But for now, we must be weary of them and also not to give them too much of information, no matter what. If we do, they may alert any enemies of our plans. And also, we will and must not rescue their friends. We must keep them apart, at all cost." 
"I suppose so..." 
Dragonspear and Saber looked shock and concern of what they heard. They couldn't believe that both Virtue Dragon and Skysoar Intellect has suspicious about Ben's Team being enemies and plotted against them, and even refused to give them the information and strategies. They really don't like it especially keeping the secrets from their own friends. 
-------------------------------------------- 
Though they have failed to stop and kill Virtue Dragon, Imperial Phoenix Army headed off and conquered the River Guardian Fortress, where its two admirals have surrendered to him. Azure Phoenix was sitting down on his throne seat before two admirals. His generals and advisors were standing on both sides. The first admiral was dark golden colored unicorn worn the helmet with dark red feather and dark purple armor - Admiral Cai, and the second pony is a dark greenish-cyan colored Earth Pony worn the naval armor and helmet - Vice Admiral Pritt. Both of them were bowing before the leader. 
"So, you must be Sozin's greatest admirals of navy - Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pritt," Azure Phoenix said calmly while reading the surrendered letter. The admirals nodded firmly. He smiled, "I'm surprised that you chose not to resist me, even though I killed your master." 
"That master, my lord, is worthless and unworthy to be our leader," Admiral Cai said firmly. 
Vice Admiral Pritt nodded in agreement, "Indeed. And also, with great resources and naval ships, yours army will become invincible. No one will dare to challenge and defy you." 
"Is that so," Azure Phoenix asked curiously. Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pritt nodded firmly. He asked, "How many ships and soldiers you have stored in the fortress?" 
"We have 300,000 naval troops, and also more than 2,000 naval battleships and boats in various sizes," Admiral Cai said calmly and firmly, "And we are very aware that your forces from the North are not quite familiar with navy. So, we would be glad to offer our services to you." 
Vice Admiral Pritt nodded, "Indeed. With our great training, your forces will be able to familiarize with both naval formation and tactics. The enemies will be dealt with." 
"I see..." Azure Phoenix said in impressed. 
"Still... I heard rumors that you've been friends with Water Tiger Clan," Master Ratio asked suspiciously. 
"Indeed. Are you certain that we can trust you?" Woren asked in agreement. 
Admiral Cai shook his head, "With all due respect, my lord. Even though Jing and Water Tiger Clan are neutral and temporary allies, we're not friends because we know that they desired to conquer our land. So, we've been keeping an eye on them if they tried to invade our land." 
"It's understandable..." Azure Phoenix said calmly. He noticed the map Vice Admiral Pritt was holding, "What is that?" 
"This?" Vice Admiral Pritt asked as he unfolded and revealed the large map of Water Tiger Clan, "This is the map of Water Tiger Clan's territories. And it wasn't easy for our soldiers to map them out." 
"Agreed. And their strongest fortress is Red Cliff," Admiral Cai added while pointed at the 'Red Cliff' fortress on the map, "If you can conquer this fortress, the river will help and open you various paths of river that could lead you to the enemy's territories." 
"Impressive..." Azure Phoenix said calmly, "You two would be perfect admirals for our naval army. I would like to have that." 
"Cousin, what about Virtue Dragon?" Anger asked in concern, "He and his defeated forces have fled to Fishing's Pond Fort, which is almost close to Red Cliff. There is no doubt that weasel planned to join forces with Water Tiger Clan. If they do, they will-?!" 
"What can they do?!" Azure Phoenix asked calmly, "Even if they formed the alliance, this will justify our war against Courage Tiger for harboring the traitor and rebelling the Imperial Court. It's perfect. Virtue Dragon may have been former descendant to Dragoon Kingdom, but he is now a broken pony with failures. Courage Tiger is young stallion, who has no achievements in his life. So, what can they do?" 
"Nothing?" Anger asked. 
Azure Phoenix smiled, "Exactly, nothing." 
"If that is what you wish, my lord," Master Ratio said calmly before glared at Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pritt, "As long they both don't betray us." 
Woren hummed suspiciously, "Agreed." 
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pritt bowed down, "We will never! We would be glad to give our lives to you!" 
"Excellent. I like to hear it. I wish someone could do the same thing," Azure Phoenix said dryly and glaring at Twilight and her friends. He continued, "Today's battlefield is unacceptable. It appears that we need to make some changes especially Oracle Twilight." 
"I hate to ask about that," Nyx said in concern. 
"From now on, Oracle Twilight and Master Ratio will return to Xuchang Province to protect the land. The rest will be with me! There will be no communication and messages between them now!" Azure Phoenix said firmly, shocking and worrying Twilight and her friends. He continued, "Fluttershy will be working as physician. Silverstream will work under Blazefist as his private. Gallus will be working for Clawdestroyer. Nyx and Spike will be working for me from now on! We will defeat our enemies including their friends. Either they join us or die. There will be no mistakes!" 
"That's not fair!" Spike protested. 
Nyx nodded, "My mother gave you the advice to win the war! Not to mention, you can't turn back on the agreement." 
"I have no patient with that agreement anymore," Azure Phoenix said darkly. He turned and glared at Twilight, "In fact, she's not putting her effort of helping us win the war lately because of her weakness and naivety. This is for the best. Master Ratio, take her back to home now." 
Master Ratio nodded in concern and understanding while Twilight looked down in upset and angry that her own best friend decide to ignore her and her advice because of her friendship. Fluttershy, Nyx, Spike, Gallus and Silverstream tearfully hug and say goodbye to her. Master Ratio helped and led 
Twilight out as they're heading back to Xuchang Province. Azure Phoenix turned and glared at the map again. He was looking at the 'Red Cliff' Fort. 
"We will attack the Red Cliff, and then conquer the Wuhu River! There will be no more delays and mistakes. Understand?!" 
"LORD!" 
"T-This cannot be happening..." Nyx said in concern. 
END... 
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Next Chapter 25: The Dragon and The Tiger - Skysoar Intellect headed to Wuhu River for securing the alliance with Water Tiger Clan. However, the clan was divided in two - the ministers and advisors wanted to surrender peacefully while the military officers wish to resist the enemies. Can he secure the alliance? Will Courage Tiger take arms to fight or surrender for his home? What is his final decision? What will he do?


	
		Chapter 25: The Dragon and the Tiger



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 25: The Dragon and The Tiger

"Due to the display of might shown by Dragonspear and Warpath Temper,  Virtue Dragon was able to escape to Fishing's Pond Fort," Narrator narrated, "But what will they next? How will they able to repel their enemies now?" 
After barely escaping the clutches of Azure Phoenix, Virtue Dragon and his forces have escaped and headed to the Fishing's Pond Fort, which was close to Red Cliff - one of Water Tiger Clan's important territories. Everyone was exhausted and hungry after their narrowly escape from Imperial Phoenix Army. They now helped the Jing Province Ponies to settle down on their new places. And at the same time, the doctors and soldiers were treating the injured and wounded.
Virtue Dragon and his allies were inside the dining hall. While eating their lunches,  everyone was silent as they have nothing to say but wonder and concern of their future and the fight against Azure Phoenix and his forces.
"So, how's everyone holding up?" Starlight asked curiously.
Virtue sighed, "Not well, unfortunately. This isn't the first time I have suffered defeats. Azure may think he has the control of dynasty, but as long I'm still breathing and standing, I will continue to fight for the sake of ponies and their future."
Smolder scoffed, "Quite optimistic, isn't he?"
"Well, he is the hero. And heroes never gave up," Sandbar said confidently.
Phobos scoffed in annoyance, "Yeah if we keep on losing to the bad guys. What a pain to my ass!"
"But what can we do?" Applejack asked in concern, "Azure got the heck of a large army and officers. They beaten us a lot of times. There is no way we can push him back, and not to mention, we have to keep the ponies safe."
Saber sighed, "Applejack's right. We're completely outnumbered and outmatched against them, even though we have brave officers like Uncle Blade, Uncle Warpath and Uncle Dragonspear. We don't have the chance."
"I bet the differ," Skysoar answered calmly. Everyone looked oddly at him. He continued while looking at Virtue, "My lord, I planned to go to Wuhu River for asking Courage Tiger's support and reinforcement."
Everyone was shocked and surprised by his proposal. Blade Dragoon hummed in concern, "I do not wish to question your judgment, Master Intellect, can Courage Tiger truly muster enough the courage to fight against Azure Phoenix and his great army?"
"He does have the point," Dragonspear said in concern, "I was told that he's skilled in administration, not on the battlefield. And the only pony, who is capable of having such tremendous courage and bravery against the odd is Brave Tiger. Pity, he died."
Pinkie groaned, "Do you guys always have to be negative?! Seriously, have little leap of faith as Somnambula has said."
"What's a Somnambula?" Warpath asked in confusion.
Skysoar cleared his throat, "If I may, everyone. Though Courage Tiger is young, he possessed great courage and ambition as his older brother. Since the day Brave Tiger laid the foundation at Wuhu River, the Tiger Clan has ruled the south for years. They possessed enough wealth, resources and strengths to fight Azure Phoenix.  The Tiger Clan need us as we need them."
"What are you saying?" Ben asked in concern yet suspicious.
"If we can secure the alliance with Tiger Clan and defeat Azure Phoenix, then the warlord will definitely be forced to retreat to Northern Ma," Skysoar said calmly and firmly, "We can proceed of taking over Jing and head to the West, where we can rebuild and grow our forces. Once the we gain the control of West, Azure Phoenix will control on North while Courage Tiger ruled the South. We will divide the land in three. That way, we will have more time, resources and troops enough to defeat him."
"Just like Twilight suspect..." Starlight said in concern.
Applejack nodded, "He's really going to do it."
"No doubt." Ben agreed, "We have to keep an eye on the situation for now."
"Master Skysoar, do you think you can convince Lord Courage to help us?" Virtue asked in concern.
Skysoar smiled calmly, "Rest assure, my lord. I will secure the alliance. I will require Saber, Ben, Starlight, Applejack and Smolder to assist me on this mission. They're perfect to help me achieve our mission."
"What?!" The ones Skysoar has chosen, asked in concern.
While everyone and even Virtue was still doubtful and concern, the lord sighed calmly before looked at Skysoar, "Very well, Skysoar. You have my permission and confidence to get Courage Tiger's alliance. I pray that you will be successful on it."
Skysoar nodded and bowed humbly, "I will not fail, my lord."
--------------------------------------------
"Having defeated his arch-nemesis, Azure Phoenix confidently turned his army to Wuhu River. Sensing Azure Phoenix's intention, Skysoar Intellect went and proposed an alliance to Courage Tiger."
On the next day, Skysoar left the Fishing Pond's Fort and headed off to Wuhu River now, accompanied by Saber, Ben, Starlight, Applejack and Smolder. They used the ship for sailing and travelling from Red Cliff Fortress to Tiger Fury Castle, taking them for a whole or two days. They have arrived at the Tiger Harbor, where the ponies witnessed the beautiful city and its ocean. They were amazed and surprised by the landscape.
Smolder whistled, "This is so cool! Too bad that Sandbar missed this out. He would totally loved it."
"I just hope that our missing friends are there," Applejack said in concern, "If not, then they're in deep trouble. I hate to think bad things happening to them."
"I'm sure they can handle it." Ben said calmly, "They've been through lots of worse place than here."
Starlight nodded, "Yeah. Definitely." She turned and looked at Skysoar and Saber, "Our main problem is getting the help from the Tiger Clan. I just hope everything goes well."
Ben nodded, "Yeah. Guess you're right about that."
The ship reached and landed on the Tiger Harbor. Skysoar and his company climbed down from the ship. They then approached to the harbormaster, who was working and writing down the recording book on the small table. And to Ben and his friends' surprise, they found a harbormaster is somewhat familiar to them especially she's a changeling.
"Hello! Welcome to Wuhu River! Homeland and Small Kingdom of Tiger Clan! We have plenty of residents and inns for you all to stay. And not to mention, we have some special tour landmark for you all to check out - The Tiger Fury Castle, The Monuments of Tigers' Forefathers, the Naval Training Arena, and of course, we have some entertainment and restaurants for you all to enjoy, " The changeling greeted happily.
Smolder gasped, "Ocellus?!
Ocellus looked surprise as she looked up and found Ben and his friends stood before them. She gasped, "Smolder! Professors! You're all alive!" She giggled and cheered happily. She jumped and hugged all of them, "Oh! It's so good to see you all again!"
"Yeah! Good to see you too," Smolder said embarrassingly. She cleared her throat, "Do you mind?"
Ocellus yelped as she departed from hugging her friends. Ben asked, "Glad to see you're alright. Are Yona and Carrie with you?"
"Yes, they are! And boy, you'd love to hear this story especially how we three ended up here," Ocellus said happily.
"Not trying to be rude or something, but we're got the mission to do, you know." Saber said firmly.
Skysoar nodded as he looked at Ocellus, "Indeed. Ocellus, is it?" Ocellus nodded a bit. He continued, "I need you to find LaMaurche and my older brother - Seaheal. Tell them that Skysoar is here for the special appointment now."
Ocellus bowed humbly, "At once, Master Intellect!" She turned away from him. She squealed a bit, "I can't believe it! I actually meeting the legendary and most intelligent strategist from the Dragoon Republic Nation!  This is so awesome!"
Ocellus led Ben and his team to the Tiger Fury Castle at once for the important negotiation and mission.
--------------------------------------------
After leading Ben and his team into the Tiger Fury Castle, they searched and met up with both Sam LaMaurche and Skysoar's older brother - Seaheal the older lighter orange-colored unicorn with lighter dark red and yellow streaks of longer mustache and beard worn crimson ministry robe with Tiger patterns and symbols, and even a ministry hat. They're now heading straight to the court chamber now. And at the same time, they're chatting and discussing about their next plans.
"It's so good to see you two. It's been a while," Skysoar said happily.
Seaheal smiled, "So do I. I've always wanted to see and visit you again. I was told that you have the lord to serve, am I right?' Skysoar nodded happily. He sighed, "Pity that you chose this so-called Lord Virtue. From what I have heard, he's known to be a failure warlord, always failing, losing and keep wandering from one place to another. Such a disappointment."
"On the contrary, my dear brother, I do not care. I am happy that I have found a worthy lord for me to serve. As long as I'm still standing and breathing, my lord will emerge victorious and make his dream come true."
"Quite confident, aren't you?"
"I'm always calm and confident, dear brother, no matter how dire the situation. I'm always prepare with my various plans for it."
Sealheal laughed in pleasant, "That's my little brother." He then hugged his little brother, "But either way, I'm so happy that we're able to see and meet again. I miss you so much."
Skysoar smiled and hugged him back, "So am I, my brother."
"I didn't know he has the brother," Applejack said in surprise.
Ben nodded in surprise, "Me too."
"Do they resemble close to each other," Starlight commented.
"Don't any of you ever bother to read the histories especially this era of Three Kingdoms at all?" Ocellus asked in annoyance. Everyone shook their heads uneasily. She sighed, "Honestly... What would you all do without me?"
Smolder groaned, "Quit it, Ocellus."
"Alright, no need to argue and fight over a little matter. We're here now. But before we go in, I must give you some heads up," Sam said calmly. He and his colleagues have stood before the courtroom's entrance door. He turned and looked at them. He continued, "All of you must be humble and serious, and no funny business too. The advisors and military officers will not take it lightly. Speak frankly and do not hold back. Our lord maybe young, but he has shown wisdom beyond his years."
Seaheal nodded, "And the only ponies you need to worry about is the senior advisors. Though they're wise and noble advisors for governing the internal affairs, they're not great fighters. But they do care and concern of ponies. They will not hesitate to mock and insult of what they believe it's right."
Ocellus sighed, "Just like what happen to me, Yona and Carrie. They're extremely suspicious and protective about us because they'd never encounter our kind before except Yona's. They hate yaks a lot. It was good thing that professors defended us and gave us the job to do."
Smolder scoffed, "That is uncool."
"Calm down, Smolder." Starlight said calmly, "Remember, this isn't our time. Therefore, they don't know if yaks and ponies can be friends or not."
Applejack nodded, "That's true. It hasn't happen until Twilight begins her friendship and alliance with other creatures."
"Come, my friends. We must go in now!" Sam said firmly and calmly, "Our meeting is about to start."
Everyone nodded calmly. They all entered the courtroom, where both sides of advisors and military officers including Wiserton, Anchor, Apollo Python, Hammerod, Lady Lian, Scarblade, Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe and Trip. were enjoying their lunches and drinks. Among them are familiar friends that are alive to them. Rarity, worn the dark crimson colored lady ancient robes with Tiger Patterns and worn hairpin on her tied-up hair, was among the Advisors' Side. Rainbow Dash and Sunset Shimmer, worn the crimson military commander armor with Tiger Patterns, were part of the Military Officers'. Yona and Carrie were there as well, the former was with Rainbow's while the latter is with Rarity's.
Smolder gasped, "Yona! Carrie!"
"Smolder!" Yona and Carrie cried happily.
"BEN! STARLIGHT! APPLEJACK!" Rarity, Rainbow and Sunset exclaimed happily.
Ben, Starlight and Applejack gasped, "RARITY! RAINBOW! SUNSET!"
Ben's Team charged and hugged their friends. They all chatted and cheered happily that they're alive now.
"I can't believe it," Rainbow exclaimed happily, "It's so good to see you all here!"
"Same here!" Applejack said happily, "Glad that you're alive and stick with the students. So, do ours."
"Is it true? What happen at Changban Bridge was massacre?" Rarity asked in concern. Ben's Team looked uneasy and worried as they nodded reluctantly. She sighed in concern with sad looks, "History repeats again..."
Sunset sighed, "Not even Twilight could stop him from committing the crime."
"That's not only the worst," Ben said in concern yet angered, "Azure Phoenix broke the deal and tried to kill us. He even relinquish Twilight's authority over the army and politics. The rest of them are now in the Imperial Phoenix Army. There's no telling whether we can stop or save them in time."
Sunset narrowed her eyes firmly, "I see. That's why you came here. Making the alliance?"
"Exactly," Starlight said in agreement, "This is Twilight's plan. If everything goes correctly, we might have the chance to make sure that both sides are friends and focused their attacks on Imperial Phoenix Army to rescue both the Emperor and our friends."
Rainbow smirked, "Sounds like the plan. I've been itching for some payback with that jackass!"
"First thing first, we need to get Courage to agree with the alliance," Rarity said firmly, "The advisors will no doubt to dissuade and discouraged Courage from doing the decisive action to defend his home."
"Not if we or Skysoar can help it," Ben said firmly.
Skysoar was discussing with both Sam and Seaheal about his plans and negotiation in getting Courage to agree the alliance. He took the glance at them. He narrowed his suspicious eyes as if they're up to something. He wanted to make sure and be prepare for whatever plans Twilight's friends have been planning before his arrival and putting his service to Virtue Dragon.
"Announcing the arrival of our Lord of Wuhu River!" The Eunuch announced.
Everyone quickly returned to their seats at once. Skysoar and his team sat on the guest's seats, along with Sam and Seaheal accompanying them. Courage Tiger emerged from behind as he has taken his seat on the chair. He looked and faced to the group.
"Courage Tiger..." Ben said in surprise, "He's been tensed..."
Applejack nodded in concern, "Must be involving of Azure Phoenix's invasion and threat on his turf, no doubt."
Skysoar stood up and bowed humbly, "Greetings, your highness."
Courage remained firm and calm as he asked, "Mr. Intellect, I heard Azure Phoenix has defeated your lord Virtue Dragon at Changban Bridge, am I right?"
Everyone chatted in concern while some laughed amusingly about Virtue Dragon's latest defeat. Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset glared at their allies. Ben's Team was annoyed and frustrated to hear ponies commenting and complaining about their failures.
Skysoar sighed, "The defeat was due to my lord's noble heart, he did not abandon the thousands refugees, who followed our troops and slow down our retreat."
"Either way, how large is Azure Phoenix's army?" Courage asked firmly.
"A ruthless army of 800,000 is invading from both land and water." Skysoar answered firmly, shocking and scaring everyone but his team. He continued, "Azure Phoenix's next target is to conquer Wuhu River." Everyone chatted in concern about the latest matter while Courage remain calm and firm. He continued, "Your highness governs the vast southlands and has many extraordinary gentlemen in the court. If you are determined to oppose Azure Phoenix's invasion, then please prepare for war!"
"My lord! Do not fight!" Wiserton protested firmly, "When your late brother was still alive, he always told me that nothing is more important than the peace for ponies of Wuhu River!
The advisors chatted and nodded in agreement with Wiserton's concerns for ponies. Ben and his friends were in shock and concern by how cowardly Wiserton and the advisors have become. Their attitude and advice annoyed Rarity and her team as well.
Skysoar smirked amusingly, "That's right. Surrender is not a bad. For the cowardly, in fact, the earlier the better. That way, everyone can stop worrying."
"If that is the case, why didn't Virtue Dragon surrender?" Courage asked suspiciously.
"As the ancient sage quotes," Skysoar said firmly and calmly, "Surrendering is not a matter of victory or defeat, but rather one of virtue for either justice or righteous."
Everyone and even his own friends and brother was surprised by his answers.
Skysoar continued, "Azure Phoenix, the self-proclaimed Prime Minister of Qin controlled the Emperor and fabricated His Majesty's commands. If he conquers the South, he will surely usurps the throne. If we surrender to him, then we would be adding the tyrant. Virtue Dragon is the direct descendant from Dragoon Kingdom. Therefore, his family philosophy are about showing wisdom and kindness to the world and respected by ponies. A noble pony as he is would rather fight until the day he died! Therefore, surrender is not an option!"
Everyone was amazed by Skysoar's belief and words for defending his lord's and understanding him a lot. The military officers were amazed and impressed.
Rainbow whistled, "Now that is awesome."
"For a smart pony like him, he's pretty brave and good," Smolder commented.
Yona looked confuse and uncertain, "I'm confuse. Is he talking about winning the fight?"
Carrie yelped, "Yona... Honestly..."
"Alas, unlike someone else I know of," Skysoar said calmly. He smiled slyly while looking at Courage. He taunted, "It is fine for you, my lord to surrender. At least, you will be able to keep your life and possessions. At Azure Phoenix's mercy, he may let you rule the South. So why not?"
Spotting Courage's anger, Saber gulped, "Oh boy! That doesn't look good."
Seaheal gasped, "Skysoar, you fool!"
"Are you crazy, Skysoar?!" Ben asked in shock and concern.
"I thought Phobos got a lousy big mouth," Applejack said in concern.
Starlight hummed, "Or maybe..."
"HOW DARE YOU?!" Courage exclaimed in anger, " Are you saying that I am nothing compare to Virtue Dragon?!"
"No!" Skysoar disagreed, "Your Highness shows an outstanding brilliance, greater than that of most and akin to my lord. You are capable of ruling and administrating the land. That alone is major advantage over Virtue."
Sam: nodded, "My lord, Skysoar has come before you with a plan for fighting Azure Phoenix. It would not be hurt to hear him out."
Seaheal sighed, "Indeed. I have faith in him. He's very good and adapted in battlefield situation."
Though annoyed by Skysoar's insults, Courage sighed as he put his personal feelings aside, "Very well. I'm listening."
"Thank you, your highness. Lord Virtue may have suffered recent defeats, we still have various brave officers and commanding both army and navy of 10,000 soldiers. If we join with the Tiger Clan, the alliance will strengthen us both." Skysoar said confidently and calmly, "Although Azure Phoenix's military outnumber ours, more than half of his troops are captured soldiers and are not entirely loyal to him. They have traveled over 100 miles every day. They're exhausted. Moreover, the Northerners are not used to South's terrain and have no naval experience. Their  abrupt invasion is destined to result in failure."
Ocellus hummed thoughtfully of what Skysoar has said. She spoke, "He is right. We have the chance to win this battle."
Courage nodded, "I also have the same thoughts."
Rainbow gasped, "Does that mean-?"
And just before Courage could say anything, Wiserton spoke up, "My lord, please do not fall into Skysoar's traps! We cannot justify the fighting against the Prime Minister of Qin!"
The minister spoke, "Lord Wiserton is right! Our alliance with Virtue Dragon will only justify  Azure Phoenix's war!"
Minister #2 nodded, "It is better to take Virtue Dragon captive and turn him over as a gift to Prime Minister!"
"HEY!" Ben's Team exclaimed in anger.
"Are you crazy?!" Rainbow demanded in anger.
"I agree with Commander Dash!" Apollo said firmly, "We shall fight first, than surrender! So that, we can leave Azure Phoenix a bitter taste!"
Scarblade nodded firmly, "I will fight and protect my lord. No matter the cost!"
"As am I," Hammerrod said proudly, "I will not fail my late lord! He entrusted me and my colleagues to defend it. And we will do so, without hesitation and concerns!"
Wiserton gasped, "Bloody Hell! Have you lost your mind?! 100,000 against 800,000?! What kind of war is this?! We will die!"
"Cowards!" Anchor exclaimed in anger, "All of you are shameless cowards especially you, Weaselton!"
"How dare you insult me?!" Wiserton exclaimed in anger, "And it's Wiserton!"
Both advisors and military got into a heated argument of whether they should fight or surrender. Courage remained concern and indecisive of how to respond to Azure Phoenix. And so far, none of them have come to the conclusion.
"Man, that is tense," Rainbow commented.
Applejack nodded, "You've said, Dash. This is not good."
Ben hissed, "At this rate, we'd never gonna make the alliance and repel Azure Phoenix."
Courage was still thinking of the decision. Skysoar approached to him and said, "My lord, I know you have been concealing your abilities. The sword has been hidden away for too long. Now is the time to draw it out."
Courage was touched by Skysoar's wisdom. He smiled and patted the strategist's shoulder. Wiserton gasped, "My lord, this Skysoar Intellect is determined to drag us into trouble!"
"No! We must fight to defend our home!" Hammerrod snapped firmly.
Advisors pleaded and begged Courage not to fight and surrender to Azure Phoenix. The military officers encourage and supported him to fight the tyrant. Their advice and conflict has discouraged and stressed him a lot. This make him to scream and shout in anger and frustration. It shocked the world.
"Enough! I have heard this far too many times!" Courage snapped. He sighed, "Let me think through. I need some time to think. Dismiss!"
Courage turned and walked away from the courtroom for more thinking about his decision. Both advisors and military officers can't help but wonder and hope that he decide of what is best for the Wuhu River.
"That went well..." Sam commented in concern.
--------------------------------------------
Skysoar, Sam, Seaheel, Ben and his friends were standing outside of balcony. They all watched and looked at the beautiful landscape of Wuhu River. They awed in amazement and surprise of looking at it.
"So beautiful..." Starlight commented.
Rarity smiled, "It is, darling. Courage has taken care of his home for a long time after the death of his brother."
"As long we're standing, we're not gonna let anyone come and take it without the fight," Rainbow said firmly.
"Indeed. Wuhu River is really heaven to Earth." Skysoar said calmly before showing concern and disappointing looks, "Unfortunately, Azure Phoenix's regime arriving here, all of its beauty will soon turn to ash."
Seaheal sighed, "Your words has almost persuaded the Lord, little brother."
"So, what's next? It's not like there's someone else, who can agree with us." Saber said in concern. 
"There is one." Skysoar said calmly. Everyone looked at him. He smiled, "I need to persuade another person."
Sam gasped: "Riverstrike!"
"Good thinking!" Seaheal said calmly, "Riverstrike is like a brother to our late lord Brave Tiger and the Tiger Clan. He always said that when it comes to internal affair, seek Wiserton. But for foreign affair, seek Riverstrike!"
"Precisely! With his help, he can convince Courage to approve and support the alliance," Skysoar said confidently, "We might have the chance to turn the tide!"
Sam smiled, "Brilliant! He is now encamped at Red Cliff. Let's go and seek him out!"
Skysoar nodded, "Lead the way..."
--------------------------------------------
Two days later...
Sealheal and Sam helped and led Skysoar and his team to Red Cliff, where Riverstrike encamped and trained his army for battles. But he wasn't alone. Anchor, Apollo and Hammerod were there to assist him for training the soldiers.
Riverstrike was observing his soldiers' battle formation and how their progress goes well. Anchor was using his flag for signalling the soldiers to change their positions and strike back at their enemies. Apollo was training his marines for the naval battle formation while Hammerrode was training the soldiers as hard as they can get.
Pirate Scythe a golden-yellow mixed Earth Pony with spiky short dark orange short spiky mane and tail, tied with a crimson sash on his head and his cutie mark is pirate skull with a scythe, was challenging and sparring with Trip the orange Pegasus with magenta-light red streaks of short ponytail mane and tail worn a darker orange scarf-like, his cutie mark is nunchucks. The older dark blue colored Unicorn with red and yellow streaks mane and tail worn the red-brown colored commanding officer's armor. He was overseeing the recruits' training.
Sealheal, Sam and their guests have arrived and entered the camp. They then climbed to the hill, where Riverstrike and Anchor are sitting on the small stools while overseeing the army's naval training progress.
Sealheal nodded to two ponies as he explains, "There he is, Skysoar. That is Riverstrike - Chief Commander of Tiger Clan's Navy."
"Wow, looks....interesting." Rainbow commented in amusement.
"Really; that's the best you could muster?" Applejack asks her friend, raising an eyebrow at that.
"Well, that's the best I can come with thus far."
"So, that is Riverstrike?" Skysoar hummed as he looked at the training arena especially Pirate Scythe and Trip were sparing. "Let us see how he handle with those two recruits."
"Are you going to start a fight?" Ben asks Skysoar in concern.
"No. Just watch, my friend."
Both Pirate Scythe and Trip swung their scythe and nunchuck at each other for few times. Trip swung his nunchuck three times at the Pirate Scythe, who blocked and deflected the attacks. The young recruit jumped and kicked the ruffian off. He then has his nunchuck to grab and begin strangling, which shock the ruffian to hit and struck his elbow on his head for ten times. Pirate Scythe grabbed and thrown Trip to the ground hard before giving him a powerful punch.
Pirate Scythe screams out in fury towards Trip, "Asshole! Are you trying to kill me or something?!"
Trip groaned as he kicked at Pirate's face hard, "What do you think?! You're gonna pay for what you did!"
Pirate Scythe spitted blood out before wipe it off, "I see. You're just a little cry baby, who missed his daddy."
Trip screamed, "I'll kill you, pirate scum!"
Trip jumped and slammed Pirate Scythe to the ground hard. Both of them began punching and kicking at each other violently for few times.
Thunderbold hissed, "Not again!" He came and struggled to push Pirate Scythe and Trip from attacking each other. "Damn it! Will you two stop fighting?! You're making things worse! Stop it now!"
"Not until he's dead." Trip remarks darkly, wanting so much to kill his opponent right now.
Pirate Scythe just snapped in anger, "Over my dead body, asshole!"
Pirate Scythe and Trip screamed in anger as they continued attacking at each other wildly and angrily. Thunderbold struggled to get them to stop from fighting. And at the same time, the soldiers surrounded and cheered for them to fight.
Sam sighed, "Not again."
Seaheal shakes his head in disgust as he agrees, "When those two ever gonna stop?"
"So what's the problem with him?" Applejack asks her group in bewilderment. She is pondering why Trip wanting so much to kill Pirate Scythe so badly.
"Yak puzzled by this." Yona mumbled a bit in worry.
Rainbow sighed, "Trip still go the issue with Pirate Scythe because that guy killed his dad."
Rarity nodded as she explains, "Indeed. It happens when the small village was invaded and attacked by Admiral Cai. Pirate Scythe was one of Jing Province Officers. They have managed to repel the invaders and even captured Pirate Scythe as prisoner, but they lost Trip's father."
Sunset groans out, "Trip never forgives or forget what Pirate Scythe has done to his father until he gets his vengeance."
"Yeah, like somepony we know." Ben remarks dryly, recalling Azure Phoenix and his own daddy issues.
"Just shows how misguided we are when we get pissed off." Carrie comments. "Uh, pardon the language, Vice Head Stallion Ben."
"Language pardoned, Carrie."
Pirate Scythe and Trip continued battling with each other while Thunderbold struggled to get them under control. The soldiers continued cheering for the fight. Suddenly, someone magically teleported before them. He glared at his soldiers, causing them to dispersed from the fight and bowed humbly to him.
Riverstrike screams out in disgust, "Trip! Pirate Scythe! You two were supposed to spar, not kill each other!"
Pirate Scythe bowed as he apologizes, "Sorry, boss."
Trip groaned, "Why shouldn't I?! This pirate kill my father! I would never ever forgive him for that or even partner with him either!"
"I knew it. You're still a kid!"
"Well, this kid is gonna kick your ass!"
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "Ooh! I'm shaking in my boots!"
"You should be!" Trip snarled furiously. For a moment, it looks like he's going to attack him again.
"Both of you, that is enough!" Riverstrike snapped out. Pirate Scythe and Trip stopped their fight. He sighed, "I understand your anger and frustration, but you must remember this, Trip. It's only natural for him to fight and kill the soldiers including your father when we were enemies. However, he does not kill innocent, which he refused to follow Admiral Cai's order."
"So what?"
"Our lord has granted and allowed him to be in because for him saving the villagers from being harmed. He is our friend and ally."
Trip just scoffs at this, "I wouldn't want to make friend with him. Our lord should have killed him."
Pirate Scythe scoffed right back, "Too afraid to fight, no doubt."
"Son of a bitch!"
"I said 'enough'!" Riverstrike snapped with a deep frown. It looks like Trip and Pirate Scythe aren't listening to reason. Time to get tougher, "Seems you won't listen to reason, so you will listen to this warning. If you two continued fighting, I will suspend you from continuing your military career! This is not the debate! This is an order. Understand?!"
Pirate Scythe and Trip groaned, "Yes, sir."
"I trust that you two will make sure that they followed the order?"
Thunderbold bowed humbly, "Leave it to me, my lord!"
Hammerrod nodded as he confirms, "We will make sure that they won't cause the problems."
Riverstrike nodded while continuing, "Good." He noticed Sam and Sealheal arrived to the scene. "Ah, my friends, welcome to the training grounds." He then noticed Ben's Team, "It seems you have the special reunion, Commander Dash, Lady Rarity, Captain Sunset, Harbormaster Ocellus, Lieutenant Yona and Lady Carrie."
"Wait, you're an lieutenant?" Smolder ask Yona in amusement. "Some of the other students would be jealous of that promotion."
Yona stood in attention, smiling as she exclaims, "Yak approves!"
Riverstrike glances at Skysoar as he continues, "And this is-?"
Sealheal spoke as he motions to his brother, "My younger brother - Skysoar, Chief Commander."
"An honor to make an acquaintance with you, Skysoar."
Skysoar bowed to Riverstrike in respect, speaking, "The honor is mine."
"Come, let us have some drinks." Riverstrike insists as he led the group to where they could talk and get some drinks. Much better than around here anyway!
Riverstrike have his generals and guests to move and enter the camp. They all have wines and tea to drink while chatting. Riverstrike was sitting on his commander's table, along with Skysoar and his allies sitting on right side. Sealheal and Sam were there with him as well.
Sam nodded as he explains the mission, "As you must know, my lord, he has come to make proposal for alliance."
"I'm not interested of politics." Riverstrike spoke suddenly Everyone was in shock and surprise. "In fact, I would like to hear some music. No. Perhaps, I would like to play zither. I haven't done if for quite some time. Would you like to join in?"
"My lord?!"
"Are you kidding me?!" Rainbow yells out in disbelief at this.
"With all due respect, darling, we got a major situation at hoof here." Rarity said in annoyance to Riverstrike. "We don't have time for these games."
"Right, the sooner we get this done, the sooner we get Twilight and the others back!" Ben exclaims in agreement. He can't believe Riverstrike would rather not talk about this.
"Right, at least..." Ocellus begins to speak but a certain pony interrupts her before she could say anything else.
That pony was Skysoar who smiled as he spoke, "Very well. I accept it."
"Skysoar," Ben yelps in disbelief.
"Skysoar, this is ridiculous!" Rainbow protests to Skysoar in disbelief. "Ponies and future lives are stake and you wanna mess around?! Even I would've known better!"
"Right, even us Dragons aren't that reckless!" Smolder remarked in agreement. She paused to think before adding, "Well, we are but still NOT that reckless."
"Are you out of your mind?" Carrie asks Skysoar with a deep frown on her face. "My aunt...."
Skysoar smiled as he cut Carrie off before turning to Ben to speak, "Do not concern yourself, Ben. One small thing can make difference. Just like how you did with Queen Novo and her Hippogriffs."
"Gah!, Rarity yelps in shock and alarm. "How did...."
"You got future sight or something?" Applejack ask Skysoar in bewilderment.
"Okay, I don't know if I should feel surprised or freaked out by this." Ocellus spoke to her fellow classmates in worry.
"How about both," Sandbar suggests to the Changeling in disbelief.
"How did you even know?" Starlight ask Skysoar a bit disturbed.
Instead of answering, Skysoar cleared his throat as he spoke, "I must warn you. I might be rusty with playing zither."
Riverstrike shook his head as he spoke, "Calm down, Skysoar. This is merely for entertainment." The servants have brought and placed down the zithers for both himself and Skysoar. "Are you ready?"
"I am."
"Let us begin."
Both Riverstrike and Skysoar began playing the zither gently and harmonically. They played from one to another, which often played gentle before hard andstrike as lightning.
Most of Tiger Clan Officers were entertained and happy to hear the music. Ben's and Rainbow's Team were worried and uneasy due to them worried about unable to make the alliance between Virtue Dragon's and Tiger Clan's.
"We're wasting time!" Rainbow snapped impatiently. While these two buffoons are playing, more ponies are being killed or worst!
Starlight sighed, "But what can we do? Skysoar said he knows what he's doing."
"Whatever it is, better hope it's quick one." Applejack comments to her friends.
"Relax. I think Skysoar knows what he's doing here." Ben said, though impatient and annoyed like some of the group.
"What ponies doing?" Yona ask a bit puzzled.
Carrie and Ocellus listened carefully to Riverstrike and Skysoar's music. They noticed something off about music notes. It's more than just entertaining. Their eyes widened in shock and surprise.
Ocellus was the first to figure it out, "I know this tone. It's Morse Code."
Carrie nodded as she explains, "Yeah. They purposely play the zithers for communication."
"So wait. Why not say something?" Yona ask Carrie puzzled. "Ponies worried?"
"In case of enemy spies I guess."
"What did they say?" Ben asks Carrie and Occellus curiously. They got to know what the two are secretly saying if they wanted to keep a conversation a big secret from spies.
Ocellus hummed while listen to music carefully, "Riverstrke said that he knows why Skysoar is here for. And asked what is he hoping to achieve. Skysoar replied that he merely asked for help to assist his lord to repel Azure Phoenix and defend their homes. Riverstrike asked that if he said 'no'. Skysoar replied that 'he, his family and friends will lose everything again', and this time, death. Riverstrike said that he will not fail. Skysoar threatened him that he will if he doesn't do anything to help Courage to stand up for his ponies. Riverstrike replied that he will be there for him, and he will fight for his home. He is not afraid of anything because he knows the terrain and navy very well. Skysoar said 'he's aware of it and glad to have him on his side'. They both reply..."
Riverstrike and Skysoar ended the last music note. They faced at each other while remaining firm and calm: I'd be honor to work with you.
"T-Then, that mean-!" Sam said, slowly realizing what the answer is going to mean.
Sealheal smiled, responding, "Riverstrike will help and convince our lord to fight!"
Tiger Clan's Officers cheered and stomped happily and wildly to hear the news.
"Yeah, all right; I knew it all right!" Smolder exclaims with a laugh as she pumps a fist into the air.
"Yeah, sure, sure," Carrie said with a light chuckle, while shaking her head.
Skysoar sighs as he spoke to Riverstrike in a playful mood, "Thank you for the music. It's a good thing that I met you."
Riverstrike smiled as he answers, "The honor is mine. I look forward that we work together. Do not worry. I have one creature that can help me achieve it."
"Uh, what creature are they on about?" Sandbar asks puzzled while scratching his mane.
"Is there something else we should know about?" Starlight ask Riverstrike puzzled. What creature could help in the task?
Riverstrike motions to a certain yak as he explains, "Yona!"
"What," Yona yelps, surprised and bewildered like the future time travellers are, "But Yona not good with ruling or talking or negotiating! Yona likes fighting and smashing!"
"And playing big horn and smelling." Sandbar jokes a bit, though this causes Yona to punch him playfully, "Just kidding!"
"Yona knows."
"Do not worry, Yona. I've got the plan." RIverstrike assures the yak as he patted her on the back. The pony got a plan for Yona to help.
Skysoar smiled speaking gently, "I told you not to worry."
--------------------
On the next day, Ben's Team woke up in the early morning. They decided to take an early walk or checking around the area. 
Skysoar was outside of balcony to watch the beautiful landscape of cities. Applejack was having her breakfast. Smolder was flying around while firing her Dragon Flames. Ben, Starlight and Saber were walking around the hallway. They decided to do some training.
"So, you'd think that Riverstrike can get Courage to help us out?" Ben asks Saber hopefully.
Saber responds, "I certainly hope so. If not, then we'd be dead."
Starlight groaned, "Great. Any bad news you want to add in."
"Not that I know of, other than Twilight got imprisoned back at Xuchang Province."
"We got to get her out of there." Ben said to Saber seriously. "She is my mate, and I will fight any who will keep me from her."
"He's right." Starlight said with a confirmed nod. "He will fight a whole army to do so."
"Don't worry, Ben. We'll get her back." Saber said to Ben in assurement....even though that in reality, Virtue Dragon and Skysoar told him to lie just to give him false hopes and delay any rescue hopes. He really hates their wrongful suspicions.
"I hope so." Ben sighs. Of course, he didn't notice Saber giving out a look of guilt of what he just did.
Saber sighed and muttered, "Sorry, Ben for lying..."
"Wow! Check this out!" Starlight gasps as she saw something upon coming closer to the training hall.
Ben, Saber and Starlight have arrived and entered the training hall, where they found Rainbow and Aqua were training firmly and fiercely. Both of them swung their weapons at each other hard, but they also dodged and evaded the attacks swiftly and quickly for few rounds. 
Both of them continued battling with each other for few rounds until they clashed for the moment. They backed off at once before thrust their spear and Tiger Claws at each other's faces. Ben and his friends were in shock and surprise of what they just saw.
Both Rainbow and Aqua remained glaring while aiming their weapons at each other for the moment. They then smiled a bit before lowered down their weapons. They laughed and panted happily.
Rainbow laughs as she slaps Aqua on the back, "Nice work, kid. You're getting better."
Aqua with a smile nodded as she responds, "Thanks, coach. I've got best teacher in you for helping me out."
"What are friends for," Rainbow then noticed her friends entering the training hall. She spoke out, "Hey, guys!"
"Who are you?"
"Right; I'm new here, your highness." Saber said, realizing that Aqua has not yet met him, "I'm Saber Dragoon - Son of Virtue Dragon."
"Huh? I didn't know he has the son." Aqua said in surprise yet a bit suspicion.
"He doesn't, Aqua. I'm his adopted son."
"Really? I'm kinda adopted daughter to Claw Tiger. It's kinda coincidence, right?"
Saber just chuckles at that, "Yeah, no kidding. And you know, I'm kinda surprise that someone like you enjoy fighting than shopping, dressing, playing music or painting."
Aqua scoffed, "Not really. Those things are my sister's thing, even though she's a great warrior as my brother. I'm nowhere close to them."
Saber smiled, responding back, "You're kidding me? You're fierce and strong as your family especially you're a tiger."
"Really. Did you mean that?"
"Yeah, I do." Saber then blushed a bit as he continues, "And you're kinda beautiful and smart as your sister too."
Aqua blushed as well, speaking, "Thanks for the compliment, Saber. And you know. You're the first stallion ever said nice thing to me, unlike that jerky Blazefist."
"Blazefist? You fought him?"
"Fought? Nope! Work with him? Unbearable and annoying! He's terrible and jackass jerk I ever met! His boss is the reason why my friends got split up. I blamed them for that mess."
Saber nodded, responding, "True. And I have to be honest with you. When I first met and fought him, we're not just enemies, but also rivals to the core. Even though we're on opposite forces, we enjoyed fighting with each other. Believe it or not, I kinda like it. And I can't wait to fight and beat him!"
Aqua whistles in amazement, "Wow. You don't say. I would like to face him too. Teach him a lesson for messing with my family!"
"Yeah. I would like to teach him for hurting my friends too."
"Great minds think alike."
"More like we're best friends," Saber said with a smile. Of course, he has no idea that Aqua and Blazefist will be married later in the future....too bad they're enemies now.
Aqua pause to think as she, with a smirk, spoke, "Best friends? I like it."
"Me too."
"Ugh." Rainbow said, shaking her head as she turns to Ben's group. "Too bad Aqua and Saber has no idea how wrong they are on Blazefist."
"To be honest, Azure was a bastard for allowing Blazefist to think that way." Ben said with a sad sigh, shaking his head. "One way, Aqua will see Blazefist as her soul mate."
"Yeah....like Romeo and Juliet." Starlight mumbles a bit in sadness and concern.
--------------------
Courage was alone in his chamber. He was looking at the portraits of both his father and older brother. He even looked at his own sword, wondering of what he can do for the benefit of his home. All he ever wanted is peace and protection for his home. What can he do?
Tigress and Lian entered the chamber. 
Tigress spoke, noticing his worried look, "Brother? Are you alright?"
Courage sighed, "Sorry, Tigress. I didn't mean to make you worry. I'm still uncertain of what I can do."
"Courage, we can do this. We can't let Azure Phoenix do what he wants! We can't let him take our home, without the fight. Our brother reclaimed and saved our land for us. Don't let his legacy destroyed."
"I know."
"Then, do what Brave does." Tigress said calmly to Courage who just shakes his head.
Courage groans out, "I'm not Brave Tiger."
Lian pauses and spoke out, "You're right. You're not Brave Tiger. You're still Courage Tiger, who wants what is best for your home. That's what makes you a good leader as your brother. Everyone has their own ways to lead. Brave is good at military but you're good at administration and leadership."
"Really?"
"Yes. No matter what decision, I will stand by your side."
Tigress smiles as she added, "As long it's fighting Azure Phoenix."
Courage annoyed snaps, "Really?"
Riverstrike entered the chamber to speak, "My lord. May I talk with you? I might have the answer that can help you."
"Really? How?"
"Follow me."
Courage, his sister and handmaiden followed Riverstrike to the garden. They found piles of broken and old wardrobes and furniture. Rarity, Ocellus and Carrie were there. It shocked him and the group.
"What is this?" Courage demands in concern and suspicion.
Yona arrives as she explains proudly to Courage, "Yona is gonna help Tiger Pony to stop worrying about the problem."
"Right, with us on the case, you shouldn't have to worry about a thing, darling." Rarity comments to Courage happily.
"Right, you will need all the help and courage you will need....because that is your name, Courage." Carrie said to Courage with a light smile on her face.
"How," Courage asks the group puzzled. How will they help him?
Yona smirked as she explains, "Like this!"
Yona roared as she smashed and broken the wardrobe to pieces, which confuse Courage, his sister and handmaiden.
"You should join the fun, my lord." Riverstrike laughs to Courage eagerly. This smashing stuff could help him out!
"How is smashing stuff even working?" Tigress ask Lian in bewilderment.
"Is this some sort of test or something?" Lian ask, bewildered as Tigress is.
Ocellus with a smirk explains, "The way to get rid of your stress."
"Trust us. It will be great." Carrie insists, motioning the pony to the stuff to smash.
Courage was uncertain yet willing to try. He and Yona began smashing and destroying the furniture wildly and crazily.
"I am not into this kinda barbarian behaviour....but if it helps in giving you help on your problem, I say go for it." Rarity said to Courage with a smile, encouraging him to do this in light of her fashionata ways.
"Right, keep on smashing!" Ocellus giggles eagerly.
Lian scratches her own mane, speaking, "I still don't understand."
"How is this gonna help us get him to make decision?" Tigress asks Riverstrike and the group, still bewildered.
"Watch and learn." Riverstrike then turns his attention to Courage as he continues the encouragement, "My lord, there is no reason for you to fear on Azure Phoenix. We can overcome and repel him and his invasion."
"Really; how," Courage asks. Suddenly he is truly getting into this!
"Azure has made fatal mistakes. First, Dragon Desert Army pose a threat to Imperial Phoenix Army. They could strike anytime. Second, his soldiers are not very experienced with naval warfare. Third, the winter is coming and therefore, the soldiers will not have warm food and their supplies will disrupted. And lastly, they're not used to our climate and terrain, which may cause them to get ill."
"So, this may be our only chance to win?!"
Riverstrike nodded as he continues, "Yes. But we need you, Courage. We need your confidence and decisiveness to lead the army. You must overcome your fear!"
"How can I?! I'm not my brother." Courage spoke, losing his confidence slowly.
"You are not. You are Courage Tiger - an administrated leader, who trusted his advisors and military officers to do whatever it takes to do what is best for home. And you have made right decision to trust me."
"You are right."
"Then, let me ask you this. Are you willing to fight for our home? Are you going to dishonour your family?! Are you willing to let your brother down again?!" Riverstrike spoke out. What he's saying is really riling Courage Tiger up big time.
Courage as he raised his sword up and readied to strike screams out, "NEVER!"
STRUCK! The table got cut in two. Everyone in the court was in shock and surprise of what they just saw. Courage looked up and glared at them.
Courage spoke out in determination, "I have made my decision! Anyone, who suggest surrender, will shall the same fate as this table! Or perhaps, face the wrath of my friend Yona!"
"You heard Tiger Pony! No more surrender!" Yona exclaims, excited that Courage is doing what he must.
Military Officers smiled and cheered wildly and happily while Advisors were in shock and scared of what they just saw.
Courage begins giving out the orders, "Riverstrike will be Chief Commander of our army! Apollo Python as his Second-in-Command, Rainbow Dash as his Third-in-Command, Sam LaMaurche and Sunset Shimmer as his Chief Military Advisor, Wiserton as Chief Supply Officer, Rarity, Ocellus and Carrie as his deputies! "
The chosen officers spoke and bowed humbly, "Lord!"
"You all will lead 50,000 soldiers and travel to Fishing's Pond Fort to ally and work together with Virtue Dragon's force. Your mission is to repel and defeat Azure Phoenix and his invasion!"
"Understood," All exclaims with a bow.
Wiserton in disbelief spoke up, "You trusted me, even though I suggested you to surrender?"
"Of course, you're my advisor. I trusted you. You do what is important to our home. And I couldn't have asked anyone better to handle logistic, supplies and armory for our army." Courage explains to Wiserton, calmly yet still determined to fight.
"My lord... Thank you. I will do my best."
Courage sighed, "I wish you all luck! The fate of Wuhu Rive rests in your hooves!"
"My lord," All exclaims once more.
"Oh yeah, looks like everything's doing awesome," Rainbow exclaims, pumping up her hoof into the air.
"Yeah, you did great, Ocellus." Carrie said to Yona with a giggle.
"Stop it. You make yak blush." Yona said, blushing at the comment given to her.
Skysoar with a smile spoke out, "Mission Accomplished."
"Yeah, just hope doesn't else go to Tartarus." Applejack said seriously. As long as nothing else goes wrong, this will be a cinch.
"As long as the enemy is repelled, Azure doesn't got a chance in Hell." Ben said seriously as he checks his reflection in his own sword. "Twilight, someday, we will get you, Nyx, Spike, and the others back...."
--------------------------------------------
At the home of Riverstrike, the Grand Commander stretched his hooves out while yawning out loud. He felt sleepy and tired. He has to be ready for tomorrow, meeting up with Virtue Dragon and his generals, hoping they're ready for the great battles. Suddenly, someone approached to him from behind. She was giving him a warm hug. He turned and looked at the Octavia Doppelganger with streaks of light orange, yellow and red mane and tail who worn a white Chinese Noble Woman Dress. They both gave each other a deep passionate kiss. They then departed as they laughed happily.
"How's the meeting?" Riverstrike's Wife asked happily.
"It is fine, my beloved Songbird," Riverstrike said happily and calmly, "How is your sister? Is she doing fine?"
"She is. I'll always keep on visiting and checking her, making sure she's alright and doesn't do something stupid again." Songbird said calmly. She sighed, "Talia missed Brave so much. I know I would feel the same..."
Riverstrike smiled as he patted his wife's shoulder, "Do not worry yourself, Songbird. I'll be fine. I'll make my way back home. I promise you that."
"Just promised me that you come back alive?"
"I will. Let's get one last sleep before I'm moving out tomorrow morning."
Songbird nodded happily. Riverstrike helped and got his wife on him as he headed to his bedroom for them to sleep peacefully.
--------------------------------------------
On the next two days have passed, Riverstrike and his military officers have arrived at the Fishing Pond's Fort, with the company of Skysoar and Ben's Team. They all marched into the fortress, where they witnessed Virtue Dragon's Forces and their activities. 
Dragonspear was armed and trained with his spear at the targets. Rogue and Twinkle Star were sparring and training together through sword fighting, though they often flattered at each other while blushed in red. Blade Dragoon was teaching the children about poetry, accompany by Bullock and Hook, who were bored and sleeping throughout the lessons. Master Cooler was studying on Art of War books while administrating the fortress. Warpath was busy drinking his wine while working and sharpening his friends' and soldiers' weapons, though he often lost his temper and screamed at them for disturbing him. Riverstrike was impressed to see how strong and determined the officers are as he understand why Skysoar's confident with his lord and forces very much.
Skysoar guided and led Riverstrike and his officers to the administrative office, where they meet Virtue Dragon himself. Surprise to Riverstrike and his officers, they have found Virtue Dragon was busy weaving and making shoes and slippers, with straws. Lady Marvel was looking after Baby Kindy, who giggled and babbling happy. Pinkie and Phobos were there to keep an eye on the baby as well.
Lady Marvel noticed Skysoar and his guests entered the chamber. She gasped, "My lord, welcome back!" She approached and gave him a deep passionate kiss, which he returned it to her as well. She smiled while looking at Riverstrike and his officers, "I assumed that your missions is a success?"
"It is, Marvel," Skysoar said in gentle tone. He then approached Virtue Dragon and spoke, "My lord, they're here."
"Oh! Welcome back, Master Skysoar! I hope it's a success," Virtue Dragon was surprised as he got up and turned to his back. He smiled and bowed humbly, "Welcome, friends from Tiger Clan. My name is Virtue Dragon. It is an honor to meet you all."
Skysoar cleared his throat and continued the introduction of Riverstrike and his officers, "This is Grand Commander Riverstrike, his Second-in-Command Apollo Python, Military Advisors Sam LaMarche, Veteran General Anchor, General Hammerrod, Colonel Thunderbold, Lieutenant Pirate Scythe and Trip. I believed you know Ben's old friends."
"Greetings, Lord Virtue Dragon!" Tiger Clan greeted firmly.
Virtue Dragon smiled, "Thank you for accepting the alliance and sending aid to us. We're honored." 
Riverstrike nodded, "The honor is mine, Virtue. After all, alliance is friendship."
"I agreed," Virtue Dragon said in relief. He turned and looked at Rainbow's Team, "I'm glad you're alright and safe. I would never forgive myself for what happen!"
"Me too," Warpath exclaimed happily as he gave Rainbow and her team a big hug while crying, "Please forgive me!"
Rainbow grunted in pain, "Okay! Easy! We forgive you!"
Rarity hissed, "Please, let us go, you're crushing us!"
Warpath nodded happily as he let got of Rainbow and her team while smiling happily, "Sorry."
"My lord, how many troops did you bring here to fight the enemies?" Virtue Dragon asked.
Riverstrike answered, "30,000."
"30,000?" Virtue Dragon asked in concern and shock. He looked at Skysoar, who nodded in confirmation. He sighed, "I feared it maybe not enough to fight and repel the Imperial Phoenix Army. It's too few."
"A few?!" Apollo asked in shock and annoyance, "With all due respect, Tiger Clan have reclaimed the Land of Wuhu River, with few numbers while your army have been defeated for multiple times. Having big army does not help you gain victory!"
"Oh yeah?! What battles did you win after getting your land back?!" Warpath asked angrily, "Otherwise, the only joker around here is you and your lord! And not to mention, having two hated bloody monsters here is unacceptable!"
Tiger Clan and even Virtue Dragon gasped in shock by Warpath's racism attitude towards Yona and Ocellus, who were offended and hurt by his words. Rarity approached and patted them in comfort.
"I beg your pardon, moron!" Apollo demanded in fury, "No one allow to insult the friends of Commander Rainbow Dash and our lord! Insults will not be accepted! You and your soldiers are nothing but defeated army."
"So what?!" Warpath shouted in anger, "Better to be loser than being a chicken like you!"
"What was that?!" Apollo demanded in anger.
Anchor groaned as he pushed Warpath off, "You'll pay for the insults!"
"Make me!" Warpath exclaimed in anger.
Three generals began to shout and fight with each other wildly and angrily, making their own allies struggled to stop and end the fight before it gets worse. Virtue Dragon, Riverstrike, Skysoar and even Ben and his friends were annoyed by it.
"Warpath, enough!" Virtue Dragon commanded firmly. Everyone stopped the fight and argument as they looked at him. He sighed, "We're making alliance, not enemies. Otherwise, we will not have the chance to win this fight."
Skysoar nodded, "My lord is right. Riverstrike, what is your opinion?"
Riverstrike was looking at the strawed shoes, "I'm surprised that you're still weaving the shoes, despite you being a lord."
Virtue Dragon sighed while blushed in red, "Yes, pardon of my old habits. Since we have traveled to many places, we need shoes to cover our hooves. Whenever they torn out, I weaved new ones for everyone."
Virtue Dragon's Forces nodded in agreement. Riverstrike hummed curiously as he approached and tested how strong the shoe is, "It's quite strong." Everyone was curious and confused by Riverstrike's doing. He then tested a single straw, which break into two, "To think that such weak strand of grass could become so strong after you weaved them together."
Everyone was still confuse and uncertain by Riverstrike's words. He took couple more of grass strands while facing to the group.
Riverstrike continued while showing and tried to break couple strands of grasses to pieces, but they're too hard, "Twilight once told me about her friendship philosophy and bonds - friendship isn't always easy, but there's no doubt, it's worth fighting for. I believed I know what she was talking about. If we can stand and fight as one, then we have the chance to overcome the odds and protect home. After all, friendship is magic. She's right."
“Right; she said it right when waiting a weird yet dangerous foe.” Rainbow said, recalling how Discord used to be bad.
“No comment.” Rarity said quickly.
"Are we prepared for war?" Riverstrike asked.
Virtue Dragon turned and looked at his soldiers, who nodded firmly. He smiled, "We are."
--------------------------------------------
During their voyage to Red Cliff, Imperial Phoenix Army used the battleships and boats to travel and sail through the river. At the Imperial Phoenix's Main Battleship, Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Officers which included Strikespell, Fluteheart, Navy Arrow, Bullhound, Bladestrike, Axen, Clawdestroyer, Blazefist, Laxtinct, Snaptrap, Woren and Fluttershy's friends were discussing and chatting about the latest updates from Courage Tiger's accepting surrender or not. He has left Anger, Ratio, Armorhide and Strict Stalker behind to lead and protect the Northern Part of Jing Province.
After receiving the latest message, Azure Phoenix remained calm and firm as he wasn't surprise and disappointed, "So, they decide to resist?" He scoffed, "They have made a great error."
"Perhaps and perhaps not. We must not underestimate the enemies. I sense they will be a great threat to our army," Snaptrap said calmly.
Woren nodded, "I agreed. We must be weary of them and their strategy, They're not Cruez, Devil Destroyer or even Noble Guild."
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly, "Who will be the command of the Alliance Army, I wonder?"
Admiral Cai cleared his throat, "My lord, if I may. I suspect it's Riverstrike."
"Riverstrike?" Navy Arrow asked in surprise, "Wasn't he supposed to be a handsome guy loved playing music? He doesn't sounds like the guy, who can handle the military affair."
"Yeah, why we worry?" Laxtinct asked.
"Do not underestimate him, General Arrow and Major Laxtinct," Admiral Cai said firmly, "He may have been talented musician, but he's great commander in naval battles. I know it well because I have faced him countless times during my previous lord's time. I have lost to him. Be weary of him."
"And may I need to remind you again?" Blazefist said in concern, "We also need to be careful with Virtue Dragon's strategists - Master Cooler and Skysoar Intellect. They have bested us thrice."
Axen nodded in concern, "Master Blazefist's right about the strategists. We also should be concern with their brave generals. They feared no death."
"Then, we will have to hit them very hard," Bladestrike said firmly, "No matter the cost. We will subjugate them to our submission. Order will be restored."
"Good. That's the spirit, Bladestrike," Azure Phoenix commented proudly, "Regardless of their brave and intelligent officers, they're still outmatched against us. We have the advantages."
"And also disadvantages, father," Strikespell said firmly. Everyone looked at him. He then held sickly Fluteheart before moved her to sit down for Fluttershy to check on her and gave her the medicine. He continued, "Our soldiers are not familiar with naval battles, and they're getting seasickness lately. We'll be defeated when we get into the battle against the enemies. It would be wise that we find the land for rest and training. My wife suffered the sickness."
"The young master is right," Bullhound agreed before groaned sickly, "I don't feel so good."
Clawdestroyer sighed, "Since our target is Red Cliff, we need a land now before our army's numbers dwindled."
"I supposed you're right," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly. He turned to Admiral Cai, "I trust you that you will handle the naval training and the solution of soldiers' seasickness?"
"It will be done, my lord," Admiral Cai said firmly, "I will find the solution to this problem."
Fluttershy and her group moved to the throne chair, where Nyx and Spike were still held inside the cage. They have some discussion about their next plans.
"It's a good thing that you didn't tell them about your 'trick'," Gallus whispered.
Silverstream nodded, "Yeah. The last thing we want is them to become Seaponies and win the war so easily."
"Keep it to yourself," Fluttershy said calmly, "Twilight said that no one and not even Hippogriffs have ever discovered the Pearl of Transformation. It was discovered by Princess Celestia and Princess Luna when they tried to help Hippogriffs find their new home while avoiding creatures' racism against them."
Spike grunted, "Like that's gonna be easy."
Nyx nodded, "Yeah. Azure's has already tightened the leash on us because he thinks we have the ideas about winning the war. And for the record, he's gonna lose this fight, no matter what advice we give to him."
"I hope you have the advice," Azure Phoenix said firmly, scaring the group off. He continued, "Something better than your mother's advice of making peace with them. I will not halted for the sake of that."
Nyx shook her head, "Nothing, sir. Nothing at all."
“Right, we got nothing to hide.” Silverstream added with a weak smile.
"Hmm... Very well," Azure Phoenix said calmly. He turned to Woren, "Master Woren, I need you to find out more of SIlverstream's jewel. I believed it has the key of winning the war. Starlight and Sunset's information claimed that she transformed into a sea creature. Find out of how it works."
Woren nodded, "Will do."
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at the Wuhu River map. He pointed at Red Cliff's Fort, "Since that's Red Cliff, its north will be perfect land for our camping and training the naval battles. We will defeat both of our enemies, and end the war for good. There will be no failures."
Imperial Phoenix Army bowed humbly, "My lord!"
--------------------------------------------
Both the forces of Virtue Dragon's and Tiger Clan have gathered at Red Cliff Fort. They're preparing to face off against Azure Phoenix on the naval battles. They will soon joined by Courage Tiger, Tigress, Aqua and Scarblade.
"Lord Courage, Lady Tigress and Aqua, It's good to see you again," Virtue Dragon greeted happily and calmly.
Courage smiled, "The honor is mine. I am honored that we're working together again. Let us hope that we can defeat Azure Phoenix and defend our home."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I'm sure we can. As long our armies work together as one, we will be victorious."
Courage nodded a bit, "You're right about that."
"Enemy ships have arrived!" The soldier reported firmly.
Both Tiger Clan's and Virtue Dragon's Forces quickly climbed up the stairs to the fortress's upper level for close up. They have found the large numbers of Imperial Phoenix Fleets and battleships have arrived at the scene. They all parked and loaded up on the northern land, where they facing to the south, where Red Cliff.
"Wow... That's a lot of ships," Ocellus said fearfully, "I know Azure Phoenix said that he has many ships. I didn't think this many."
“Haven’t seen this many ships in a long time.” Rarity spoke in wonder yet worry at the same time.
Yona groaned, "Lake... Yona not swim... Yona hate water..."
"Still think we can win this?" Rainbow asked in concern.
Ben's eyes narrowed in determination, "We have to. As long we have Skysoar and Riverstrike working together, we can win."
"Are you ready for this," Riverstrike asked curiously.
Skysoar nodded, "I am..."
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 26: Battle of Red Cliff (I)

"The site of their decisive battle, Red Cliff, was filled with Azure Phoenix's massive naval forces." Narrator narrated, "And facing them was hastily formed alliance between Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. As two armies prepared to engage in heated battle, neither side could know..."
After their arrival to the Red Cliff, Azure Phoenix has his army has set up and encamped on northern land before the Red Cliff. And in order to defeat his enemies, he has to make sure that all of his Imperial Phoenix Army from the North are well-trained and prepared for the naval battles, as well as finding a way to solve their conditions of seasickness and winter. He also need to understand and counterattack the alliance of Virtue Dragon's and Courage Tiger's force on both navy and strategies. He has to rely on both Admiral Cai and his Second-in-Command Vice Admiral Pitt for the next battles. He also has given the assignments to his military officers and advisors of handling the missions.
Four weeks have passed, Strikespell was looking after Fluteheart, who was still suffering from sickness and lying down on bed. Fluttershy was checking and treating the patients and even Azure Phoenix's daughter-in-law from seasickness. Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt began training both Imperial Phoenix and Jing Province's Army on navy. Bladestrike, Blazefist and Silverstream were working together with the admirals from handling with the naval training and atmosphere.  Since Silverstream has good experience with swimming and lived under sea for whole life, she trained and taught the soldiers about swimming and diving, and also avoiding using her Pearl of Transformation and kept it close to her, making sure nopony tried to use it to turn the army into Seaponies for advantages. Snaptrap was observing and analyzing both surroundings and landscape for planning his strategies and setting traps, as well as understanding and anticipating the enemies' thoughts. Woren Alert was researching on Silverstream's Jewel of Transformation for turning the tide for their side. Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus were patrolling on the camp, making sure that no enemies tried to sneak in and attack them. Axen and Laxtinct disciplined and trained their armies for sharpening their skills and prepared for everything.
Bullhound was guarding and protecting the main camp, where Azure Phoenix was residing. He was looking through some books and documents of Jing Province and Wuhu River, and even Tiger Clan. He wanted to know more about his enemies. Nyx and Spike were still inside the cage as he refused to let them out because he believed they possessed some vital information that can help him win since Twilight refused to fight and kill her friends. Both children looked bored and annoyed as they have got nothing to do.
Nyx groaned, "I'm so bored. Can't you let us out?"
"Yeah. I can do something for you," Spike said slyly with a fake smile, "I mean. The Prime Minister will be very busy with his own works, and will be forgetting about his own meal, drink and other important matters. I know it well because I served Princess Twilight as her assistant. She got that same problem as yours well."
"If you think your childish acts is gonna fool me, stop wasting time," Azure Phoenix said firmly and dryly as he finished up writing down on his document. He sighed as he took another document bamboo scroll to write another one down. Spike and Nyx groaned in annoyance as their plan has failed. He continued, "If you want to be useful, then do something talented as your mother has. I know Twilight possessed of not intelligence and reading books, she must have something else she can do like magic, entertainment, singing and dancing. Hopefully, some good poetry."
Nyx sighed in annoyance, "If you insist me singing. Don't say I didn't warn you."
Nyx: It’s a small world after all…
"Aieyah! That's the most ridiculous song I ever heard in my life!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed in annoyance.
"Hey! I warned you that I'm terrible singer," Nyx teased playfully.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I didn't know that Twilight has a terrible joke. Because if she does have one, I would have severed her head." Nyx and Spike yelped in concern and fear while quivered. He scoffed, "That was a joke, genius. Can't you tell it?"
"Well, when you're working for the most evil villain in history if that's what you mean," Spike said in annoyance.
"Childish mind as usual. Call me what you want, I did what I must to bring new order to the empire." Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "Peace will be restored to the land. Law must be enforced. Discipline and responsibilities must be maintained. And above all, ponies must follow the principles and use their talents and abilities to make the batter world." 
Nyx sighed, "Keep telling yourself, Evil Cao Cao."
"Who's Cow Cow?" Spike asked.
"It's Ts'ao Ts'ao, Spike!" Nyx corrected firmly.
"Enough with it. I've got a poem song for you to sing," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly. He passed the piece of paper to Nyx. He continued, "Sing it with pride and humble. You will like it."
Nyx read the poem carefully. She then whistled, "Wow. That is good."
"What is it?!" Spike asked in concern.
"Sing it," Azure Phoenix said firmly.
Nyx sighed as she began singing out the poetry song:
"Day and Night I travel, Long and Short Life I wonder?
The Time is Unknown, Cherish All the Moments.
Never be Worried, Have a Melancholy Heart.
Misery are Dark Times, Wash Them with Pure Light.
Gifted by Talents, Chosen by Power
Journey till its End, From Small to Big
Rise from the Ashes, Or be the Fallen One!
Friends or Foes, the All will be Welcomed!
In the Darkest of Night, Shines the Brightest Moon
Your Prowess and Wisdom, Rise the Fallen Kingdom
Down the Unknown Road, Comes with One Purpose
Reunite with a Friend, Shared the Stories of Past.
The Distance We Vision, Go to the Path Together.
Long Journey We Go, Till the Destiny Realized?
No mountain too steep, No Ocean too Deep.
The Phoenix shall Rise, Light its Darkest Hour"
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Perfect... Truly Perfect..." He smiled, "Do you know what does song is about? The Phoenix's Journey... This will inspire the army to strengthened their morale and powers to fight back."
Nyx gasped, "Azure Phoenix's greatest and unforgotten poetry song before the Battle of Red Cliff..."
"Let me guess. It's all about you" Spike asked in annoyance. He scoffed, "Can't say I'm that surprised."
"No... It's my encounter with bright and talented officers," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. He scoffed a bit, "You think of me as a villain if you wanted. I seek power to bring order, nothing more and nothing less."
"Yeah. Keep telling yourself..." Spike said in annoyance.
"Excuse me, my lord," Snaptrap's voice called as both him and Woren entered the main camp. They both bowed humbly before their lord. He spoke, "That was nice poetry you make, my lord. That was intriguing."
Azure Phoenix cleared his throat, "What is it, Snaptrap? What is the progress?"
"Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt have made excellent progress on naval training. Bladestrike and Blazefist have made impressive skills in commanding their soldiers on handling the battleships. Nay Arrow and Clawdestroyer have secured and make the blockade on our naval camp's entrance point. No one gets in and gets out." Snaptrap reported, "And most important of all, we make the escape route that only the members know about it."
"Good..." Azure Phoenix said calmly.
Woren sighed, "We have bad news too. Although Silverstream made progress with our soldiers' swimming ability, she made no progress of her great ability."
"And?" Azure Phoenix said firmly.
"I'm still unable to create the special jewel," Woren reported in disappointment, "Unless I have her jewel's sample, we would not able to create the army of Imperial Phoenix Seaponies."
"Seaponies?!" Spike asked in concern. Azure Phoenix turned and glared at him. He laughed uneasily, "I mean what's Seaponies?"
Nyx nodded fearfully, "Yeah. Why would you think Silverstream turn into whatever the Seapony is?"
"I know you know what I want," Azure Phoenix said firmly, scaring Spike and Nyx. He continued, "I will have that information to turn the tide for my favors. One way or another. I will end the war by any means of necessary, even if it means I have to break you two."
Spike and Nyx looked scared and worried, with the widened eyes of shock. Spike gulped, "I think I just peed."
Nyx groaned in disgust, "Spike! TMI!"
"REPORT!" The Imperial Phoenix Scout exclaimed in fear as he arrived and entered the camp. He bowed down and reported, "My lord! Enemy ships are on sights! They're attacking our camp now! They're led by Riverstrike, Apollo Python, Anchor, Hammerrod, Pirate Scythe, Tigress, Aquastroke, Blade Dragoon, Warpath Tempest, Dragonspear and Saber Dragoon!"
Azure Phoenix stood up and ordered, "Pass my order! Engage the enemies now!"
"My lord, I have the plan to halt the enemy's advance," Snaptrap said firmly.
--------------------------------------------
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger have sent their officers and army to northern part of Red Cliff river. They have to attack and destroy some ships before they could launched the invasion. Since their enemies are still training, they have the chance to defeat the Imperial Phoenix Army for good. Riverstrike and Blade Dragoon were leading their naval forces of ten battleships, along with some officers, Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team. Riverstrike, Apollo and Anchor were on the large ship. Hammerrod was on the second. Pirate Scythe handled the scout ship. Blade Dragoon, Warpath and Dragonspear rode their own boat, along with Hook and Bullock. Tigress Saber, Aqua, Ben's and Rainbow's Team have the medium ship sized.
"It's brilliant idea, Grand Commander. Attacking the enemies when they're still training and weak points," Apollo said proudly, "And to think that I was jealous of you."
Riverstrike looked surprise and amused, "Jealous? You?"
"Yes. I have seen and fought lots and lots of battles especially serving three generations," Apollo said calmly, "And to think that Lord Courage chose you, instead of me, makes me think that I'm obsolete and useless."
"There's a reason why he make you second-in-command because you won't get hurt and gave me some effective advice on the battlefield. Who knows? You might retired soon. You will pass your knowledge and experience to generations like me and young recruits. And also, you're never be obsolete and useless to our proud clan. Your wisdom and experience will help us through this." 
"Oh... I see. Thank you, Riverstrike. I can see why our two lords trusted you a lot. I'm honored to work with you."
Anchor laughed, "You worried too much, Apollo. Just enjoy it while it lasts."
Apollo smiled, "Yes. You're right. I'm worried for nothing."
Pirate Scythe shouted to Hammerrod, "Hey, Hammerhead! Just make sure that you stay out of my way! Don't try to take my fun!"
Hammerrod groaned, "Focus on the mission, Scythe! We can't afford to get distracted from our mission!"
"You're no fund, you know?"
"I did what I must. Since the death of Brave Tiger, I'd never get the chance to repaid the debt to him. All I can do is to protect my home and my lord's brother, no matter the cost."
"Wow! Sounds like a true warrior! Nice!"
On Virtue Dragon's Battleship, Warpath groaned in annoyance while looking at the river, "I hate naval battles. It makes me sick."
"I told you this would be problem for you, Master Warpath," Dragonspear said firmly, "You should have stayed back and protect our lord."
"Not a chance," Warpath grumbled in annoyance, "I'm not quitting because you said so. Warpath never quits from the fight."
"Don't try to spit on us when we're on battles," Blade Dragoon said firmly.
On Saber and Aqua's side, Saber was looking around of his surroundings especially riding the ship. Aqua was helping and teaching him of how to ride the ship, along with Tigress to help. Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team consisted of Ben, Rainbow, Sunset, Applejack, Smolder, Yona and Carrie were there as well, though the yak looked very sick, every time the boat rocked and shaken too many times.
Yona groaned sickly, "Yona don't feel so good."
“I know, this is why Dragons aren’t much good with sailing.” Smolder groans, trying to keep from puking.
“Just keep it in, it will be all right.” Carrie said to her friends calmly.
"Hey, Saber. How are you doing with your sailing?" Ben asked.
Saber hissed as he was trying to hold tight on the sailing sheet, "Wasn't very easy as I thought." He turned and looked at Aqua, "How on earth can you handle with it?"
"Well, practice makes perfect, buddy," Aqua said firmly. She helped and held the sailing ropes that Saber was holding. He looked surprise while blushed in red. She continued, "And besides, you're doing it wrong too."
"Uh..." Saber cleared his throat, "Right... My bad..."
Tigress whistled, "Didn't know that my little sister got a crush on him."
"I wouldn't be too sure that he'd be the guy," Rainbow commented.
“Right, he’s too much of a dork.” Applejack remarks in agreement with her friend. She and the present ones know that it’s Blazefist and Aqua who are meant to be.
Carrie giggled a bit, "You know. Those two reminds me of the show I watched. They're kinda like Kim and Ron."
“Carrie, you’re a dork.” Smolder remarks dryly to Carrie. “And got no sense of history when it comes to Aqua and her future husband….”
The Alliance Battleships arrived at the destination. While sailing and passing by the hallways of shops, they looked around and found empty battleships, and no signs of enemy troops or officers. This has made the team uneasy and worried about the situation.
Yona groaned, "Where Bad Blue Ponies go?"
“Do we really want to know?” Ben ask Yona in concern, looking around. He got a bad feeling about this.
"I've got a bad feeling about it..." Saber said in concern.
Aqua nodded, "Yeah. I smell rat around here."
"Oh yeah, kids?" Pirate Scythe asked amusingly as he prepared his twin daggers, "My guts' telling me this is a trap!"
As expected, the horn and battle drum have sounded, alerting the Alliance. They looked around while readied to fight back. They found more Imperial Phoenix Soldiers coming out from their hidings. They all armed and readied with their swords, spears, shields, bows and arrows. They aimed their weapons at the Alliance. They were led by Admiral Cai, Vice Admiral Pitt, Bladestrike, Blazefist, Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer, and two familiar friends.
"How perspective..." Admiral Cai remarked amusingly, "Pity that you will not escape easily. Prepare to die. Take them down!"
Bladestrike nodded, "Engage!"
Riverstrike gasped, "Everyone, prepare for battle! Fight them back!"
Admiral Cai signaled the Imperial Phoenix Battleships to charged and engaged the enemies at once. The Alliance retaliated and fight back at once. Pirate Scythe easily and quickly strike them down one-by-one. And at the same time, he also fight with Bladestrike, who fought back against him firmly and determinedly. Navy Arrow led the archers in firing the arrows on the Alliance. Hammerrod deflected the attacks while defend their allies. Riverstrike, Apollo, Anchor, Blade Dragoon, Warpath and Dragonspear fought back and engaged the enemies at once while defending their soldiers.
Blazefist and his team of Gallus and Silverstream jumped and attacked Tigress's team.
"Blazefist," Saber and Aqua said firmly.
"Well, two of my favorites," Blazefist said bluntly and firmly, "What a coincidence."
“You know, your mouth is like a cannon.” Aqua remarks dryly, making Blazefist puzzled. “It never knows when to shut up!”
“I will make you pay for that!”
"Where's Twilight?!" Ben demanded.
Blazefist smirked firmly, "Far away from your reach, kiddo. You'll never see her again. And also, I deliver message from my lord. 'He knows who your mother, and said you're nothing but illegitimate son to your mother'."
Ben groaned, "No one... Calls Me... That!"
Tigress gasped, "Ben, don't!"
Ben armed with Master Sword as he charged and swung at Blazefist, who dodged and evaded the attacks for five times. The Lieutenant swung the kick at Ben's gut before thrown him at Yona. Both of them dropped into the river. Blazefist armed with his Falcon Spear and readied to fight.
"BEN!" Tigress's Team
"Who's Next?" Blazefist asked amusingly.
Rainbow groaned, "You're gonna be sorry for that!"
Applejack nodded, "And we've got message to your boss - Kick Your Ass!"
Rainbow and Applejack charged at Blazefist, who easily dodged and evaded the attacks before his Falcon Spear at them. Three of them fought and battled firmly and determinedly. Carrie and Smolder quickly helped and get Ben and Yona out of the river. Blazefist dodged and evaded the attacks for few times before punched and kicked both Applejack and Rainbow, who struggled to fight back for few times. Applejack swung her Mind Whiplash at Blazefist's hoof, which gave him to pull her towards him and punch her face. Rainbow screamed as she flew and pierce her spear at him. He barely moved and dodged the attacks before kicking her by guts and thrown straight at Applejack and the rest of their friends into river again.
Blazefist turned and glared at his enemies, "Who's next?"
"Buddy, I've been waiting to kick your ass," Aqua said amusingly.
Saber nodded, "Oh yeah. Rematch time!"
Aqua and Saber charged and engaged with Blazefist, who easily and quickly deflect and dodged the attacks while striking back at him for few times. Tigress quickly sneaked and passed them by. She quickly helped and get Ben and his friends out of the river.
The Alliance and Imperial Phoenix Soldiers continued battling with each other firmly and determinedly for few times. Admiral Cai armed with his fire arrow as he aimed it at Riverstrike. And just before he could fire it, Hammerrod armed and thrown the giant rod right at him, causing him to misfire and hit the his battleship's oil barrel. It got thrown and dropped on Tigress's ship.
"Oh no!" Tigress gasped, "Everyone, out of the boat now!"
And just anyone could do anything, the boat exploded, causing the group yelped in pain and shock while dropped into the river. The Alliance and Imperial Phoenix Army noticed their allies dropped into the river.
"Damn it! Cease firing! Fall back now!" Riverstrike ordered firmly.
"Are you kidding me?!" Pirate Scythe asked in annoyance.
"No! We have to find our friends now!" Dragonspear said firmly, "And besides, we caught unprepared for the attack."
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Agreed. Pull back now!"
The Alliance Officers and Soldiers quickly disengaged from fighting with the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. They quickly make the escape at once. Imperial Phoenix Soldiers continued firing their arrows on them. The Alliance has managed to escape, though they suffered some losses.
"Leave them be, We must find Blazefist," Bladestrike said firmly.
Navy Arrow nodded, "Yeah. The next time they tried to be funny, we'll do something bad to them."
Spotted Gallus on the river, Bladestrike dived down into the river and got the Griffon on his back. He spoke, "You're okay?"
"Yeah. Thanks," Gallus coughed a bit.
"Where're Silverstream and Blazedist?"
"I... I don't know. Sorry, sir."
"We will find them."
--------------------------------------------
After escaping the enemies, The Alliance searched around the large river for their friends. And so far, they have found and rescued Tigress, Applejack, Yona and Smolder. They brought their friends up on the boat.
Tigress coughed a bit, "What happen? Where's Ben, Rainbow, Aqua and Carrie?!"
"Aww, man! They must've fallen out of the boat and went missing!" Smolder groans as she notices no sign of her missing friends.
"Not good. The enemy could find them...or worst!"
"Anyone know where they could be at?"
Riverstrike sighed while looked around, "I wish I knew. But we will find them. Trust me, princess."
On the small island, couple of ponies were unconscious and floated towards to it. They were Blazefist, Saber, Aqua, Ben, Rainbow, Silverstream and Carrie. And unknown to the unconscious group, a small strange creature has seen everything from the darkness of bushes. He emerged and approached them. What was he? What does he want with them?
--------------------------------------------
Twilight was alone inside Jing Province's Palace. She is now reading some scrolls and books as she is not allowed to send messages to her friends, Nyx and Spike. All she can do is wait and hope that they survived and stayed alive as well.
Suddenly, the door was opened. She turned and found Ratio and Anger entering the room. They even brought some bowls of noodles.
Twilight sighed, "I'm not in mood to talk with you. I'm not even hungry." Of course then her stomach growl. She has sweatdropped on her forehead. "Terrific..."
"Keep lying yo yourself again. If I were you, I take care of myself to help my friends." Ratio points out to Twilight with a shrug. The Alicorn won't do much to help her friends if she can't eat.
Anger scoffed, "If they were a bit smarter..."
"They make their choice to resist and fight off Azure Phoenix, and I made mine. The decision I really regret with..." Twilight begins to spoke sternly to the two. She isn't about to give up just yet!
Ratio scoffed, "You think our lord would break the promise. He only said that to make you and your friends determined to get the job done, even if it means it hurt you a lot."
"Ha! Azure is a liar and a barbarian! I don't see why I even look up to him because of all the horsecrap he's doing!"
"You think my cousin wanted this? You think Azure Phoenix liked killing the innocents for his ambition?! You think the generals enjoy it so much?!" Anger snarls as he grabbed and held Twilight. "Oracle! You have no idea what the hell he's been through or why we did it!"
Ratio yelped, “Anger! Put her down! We need her alive!"
Twilight groaned, "If you want to finish me off, why don't you do it? Otherwise, I can escape!"
Anger groaned as he threw her down, "Don't tempt me, kid. I know when to kill and not to."
Twilight scoffed, "Say to a guy eat his own eye." She muttered, still disgusted by that detail. "That was disgusting."
Anger scoffed, "Say what you want about me, Twilight. But no one insults my cousin. Whether you understand it or not. We did what we have to do to bring peace to the world! You don't know what its like to be pressured and taken extreme measures to achieve you , even if it means you have to hurt your own friends and family to get it done! He took the blame, so his officers won't be punished for his sins!"
Twilight was in shock and surprised as she recalled of what she did. She tricked her friends to stall Queen Novo, so she can steal and get the Pearl of Transformation as her last resort to save her home. She hurt her friends, but she did to save their home. She regret that decision.
Twilight sighed, "We could have done something better, instead of killing them."
"And you think Virtue would easily give up and submit? I don't think so." Anger scoffs off Twilight's claim. If Virtue had given up and submit, they wouldn't have to resort to just brutality.
Ratio nodded as hea adds, "He is right, Oracle. Virtue is a fool and refused to admit his defeat. Had he, we wouldn't have to go through this massacre..."
"That doesn't excuse of what you have done now..." Twilight points out sternly.
Anger grunts a bit in admittal, "I know..."
"Well, either way, we should have meal now. I'm hungry." Ratio said with a nod. Time to get to eat while the food's hot.
Twilight sighed, "Fine..." Twilight, Ratio and Anger sat down and ate their own lunches. "You know. I have the hard time to believe you're not the type of pony, who would serve Azure Phoenix?"
"What makes you said that?"
"Call it a hunch?"
"Quite impressive," Ratio answers, impressed. It looks like Twilight got him downpat. "Yes. It is true. I served Azure Phoenix because I believed that he will bring peace and order to dynasty. I have confidence that he will relinquish and return the authority and power to the Emperor as soon as we unified the land."
"So, you used him?"  Anger asks Ratio, a bit annoyed by that confession. To him, Ratio is indeed using his cousin for his own ends.
"Call what you want. I only served the only warlord that bring peace to our land."
"Fine. But if you betray our lord, I won't hesitate to kill you off."
"Wouldn't dream of," Ratio remarks with a sly grin. As he eats some more, the pony turns his attention back to the "Oracle", "So, Twilight, would you like to tell us that we will win the Battle of Red Cliff?"
"I would. But Lord Azure won't listen to me." Twilight said dryly. To her, why even bother? He has stopped listening to her long ago anyhow!
"He will. Our lord will listen to reason and advice when it comes to battlefield. I'll make sure of it."
"Fine. Make sure he follows and promised that my friends are not to be killed."
"You have my word." Ratio said in assuration. Of course, he is not sure that Azure will do the same thing of keeping his word.
Anger sighed, "I've got a bad feeling about it."
--------
At the small yet unknown island, seven survivors were still unconscious while lying down on the beach. They all groaned and moaned painfully as they slowly got up.
Saber grunted, "Everyone alright?"
"Fine, very fine; my head is on fire, but I feel fine. Have you seen my bike?" Ben mumbles, making Saber look at him oddly. "Sorry, saw that from a movie. I'm sure you've heard of it."
"No, no I haven't."
"Right, I'm fine too." Rainbow sighs as she shakes off the sand off her fur. "Man, I haven't been through something like that since the Storm King incident."
"Aqua; Blazefist,” Applejack asks the two, causing Aqua who recovers to finally see someone who will one day be her future husband.
Aqua gasped, "What the?! You; What the hell are you doing here?!"
Blazefist hissed, "I wonder the same thing." He tried to stand. He grunted in pain, feeling his left wing sprained. "Damn it."
Ben smirked as he jokes, "Looks like you're grounded, buddy."
"Oh yeah! He got you good!" Rainbow chuckles a bit. Granted, it would've been wrong of her to make fun of Aqua's husband, but he isn't acting like it right now.
"Not so much of a friend now, huh?"
Blazefist scoffed, "I maybe grounded, but I'm not out of the game."
"Oh really," Rainbow ask Blazefist with a mock. "How are you going to do that when you can't fly, buddy?"
"Why don't we find out, rookies?"
Rainbow armed with her Nunchucks. She screamed and slammed her nunchucks at Blazefist, who quickly and swiftly blocked and deflected the attacks for few times. And just before he could do anything, she rammed at him hard. He got whacked and kicked thrice by Rainbow. Blazefist slammed on the ground hard.
Rainbow approached to Blazefist as she was about to tied him up. But instead, they got tripped by him. He then punched and injured their left hooves. He got up while armed with his Falcon Spear.
Saber and Aqua armed with their Twin Dragon Sabers and Tiger Claws. They charged and engaged the duel with Blazefist, who did his best by deflecting, blocking and dodging the attacks while thrusting and striking his spear at them as fast as he can. Three of them have fierce duel for few rounds as three of them have proven strong and quick in fighting. Both of them slammed their weapons on him. He quickly blocked the attack for the moment. But at the same time, they have their left hooves with weapons to strike and thrust at his guts, making him yelped in pain.
Blazefist grunted in pain as he moved back at once. He dropped on the floor hard. Saber and Aqua approached to him as they were about to apprehend him. He grabbed and thrown some sands on their eyes. He quickly kicked them off. 
Blazefist grunted in pain as he slowly got up. He turned and faced Ben, who is armed with Master Sword and Shield.
"Back off now!" Blazefist exclaims angrily towards Ben who kept his stance and patience.
"Make me!" Ben snapped at Blazefist, losing his patience quickly. He may got it from his mother, but the hero got impatience from Jack Silver, his father.
"Illegitimate Son of Princess Celestia!"
"Son of bitch!"
Ben screamed in anger as he charged and swung his Master Sword at Blazefist, who blocked and evaded the attacks for few times. The young prince thrust his sword at the Imperial Phoenix Officer, who barely moved to left while grabbed the sword, which its sharp blade gave a cut on his hooves. He screamed in anger as he quickly gave some punches on Ben's face. Blazefist grabbed and thrown him at the shore's sea.
Blazefist turned and glared at Carrie, saying, "You're next." He stopped while looking the girl up and down in bewilderment, "What are you; A monkey?!"
"What? I am Carrie Barbara Anderson, niece of Megan Williams Richards, the Mag'ne who helped the ponies of Ponyland and is a guardian of Princesses Celestia and Luna." Carrie said to Blazefist seriously. "So you better show some respect and back down!"
" Whatever; I doubt you can take me down. So give up before I could-!"
POW! Blazefist yelped in pain as he fell on the ground hard. Silverstream held the broken piece of glassed bottle. She was the one who used and struck the bottle on his head.
Silverstream tosses the bottle away, giving a sheepish grin as she explains, "Sorry. He tends to get hotheaded."
"Aw, geez. I was going to take him." Carrie spoke with a pouty look on her face. She wanted to at least prove that she herself can take this guy in light of his experience and actions.
"Carrie, trust me. There's a difference between experience and plain foolishness." Ben explains calmly to the human student as he patted her on the back. The girl just gave him a skeptic look. "Well, okay, there's what I did, but he caught me off guard!"
Applejack scoffed, "Let's tied him up before he fights back."
----------
Blazefist groaned as he slowly regained his consciousness. He found himself tied up. He looked up and found the group stood before him.
"Traitor; Silverstream," Blazefist screams out in anger and fury. It didn't take him long to figure out who ambushed him and helped his enemies tied him up. And he isn't pleased. The pony should've killed that Hippogriff when he had the chance!
Silverstream held her claws up, trying to calm the future Mystic Pony as she explains, "Wow! Easy, Lieutenant! I wasn't trying to kill you or anything. I was stopping you from being a killer."
Blazefist scoffed, "Well, you've got something funny to show. What are you gonna do now? Interrogate me? Torture me? Kill me?"
"Hey, whoa, whoa! We may done been on 'de wrong side but we ain't no killers!" Applejack protests to Blazefist in concern.
"Right, we aren't like your pals or your boss Azure Phoenix." Rainbow explains in agreement with her friend. "Okay, we may have been thinking of doing it but we are no killers!"
Ben held his Master Sword at Blazefist's throat, demanding, " Where is she?! Where's Twilight?!"
"If you're gonna kill me, do it, pirate!" Blazefist remarks rudely to Ben, catching him off guard.
"Okay, start talking. How did you even know about my connection to my mother? Or my father? What are you up to?"
"How we know? It's obviously, isn't it?"
"Azure and his armies somehow got the information from Starlight and Sunset while they were guests to the Imperial Phoenix Army, getting it from their minds during the time of the Devil Destroyer." Carrie explains calmly. Blazefist looks surprised as the others look at her in amazement. "Come on, I heard of it while we were here, and knowing Azure now, I just put two and two together."
"Yeah....yeah they did." Blazefist said with a calm nod, while recovering from the fact that Carrie figured it out.
"You are definitely Megan's niece all right." Rainbow chuckles as she hugs Carrie, putting her in a noogie which made her giggled.
"Thanks, I try." Carrie said happily as Rainbow releases her.
"So? Are you gonna kill me or what?" Blazefist demanded more than he asked. They got him captured, may as well get it over with!
Ben snaps furiously to Blazefist, "Don't tempt me!" This jerk has already gotten on his nerves so far today, don't
"Whoa, whoa, Ben! Don't kill him!" Applejack exclaims in alarm, holding Ben back before he does something rash.
"Let him live!" Silverstream screeches in worry and agreement.
"One good reason...” Ben demands more than he asked.
"Because you are not a murderer; what would your mother say if she were to see you right now?" Carrie points out to Ben, making him silent. "Or even Twilight and Nyx; or the rest of your friends and family, as well as us? They wouldn't see you as the nice stallion you are now."
"Well, you're right. It would make me look bad...."
Blazefist scoffed, "What's the matter? Are you a coward like your father?"
"What?! What did you say?!" Ben snapped furiously, much to the others' worry. Carrie was close to calming Ben down fully, now Blazefist has to go and ruin it!
"Do you know why everyone thinks you as illegitimate son? Because you will never, ever and ever fit in royalty. You're just an outcast and outsider. You'd never belong to royalty. Nothing but a little cry baby."
Ben screamed in anger as he slammed his Master Sword at Blazefist's face but stopped by Silverstream, Aqua and Saber.
"Let me at him! Let me at him! Let me at him!" Ben screams out in fury and anger. He wants so much to beat Blazefist up big time.
"Ben, no; He's trying to rile you up." Saber said sternly to the hero.
"Right; don't let the ass bully you around!" Aqua exclaims in agreement. "He isn't worth it! Remember what the human said!"
"Yes, please?" Silverstream spoke out in worry. Ben looks at her and the others, seeing how worry they are.
Ben sighed as he lowered his sword down. Blazefist laughed amusingly, "I knew it. Like I said! Illegitimate Son of Princess Celestia! Always a coward! Not a great warrior as my lord!"
Silverstream sighed, "Do you have to be a bully, Mr. Blazefist? At least-!"
"I... Am... Not.... Him! I'd never become him! If you think you won this fight, think again! I will never surrender to you! I won't give you the information! I fight for Lord Azure! You will never break me!"
Silverstream sighed, "Oh Blazefist..."
Ben groaned, "Man, this is a waste of time!"
Rainbow sighed, "Well, let's figure a way to get help here now. So, help me out."
"But somepony gotta watch over him." Aqua spoke out, giving a concern yet suspicious look towards Blazefist. He may escape or try a trick in doing so!
"I will." Silverstream volunteered. She is under Blazefist's command so may as well be the one to keep an eye on him.
"You sure you want to do that?" Applejack ask Silverstream in worry. "He doesn't like Hippogriffs and who knows what he will do?"
"I'll be fine. Besides, if he wants to kill me before, he would have done so." Silverstream explains as she hugged Blazefist happily, "After all, he and I are buddies."
"Is she always like this?" Blazefist spoke to the others in bewilderment. What kind of Hippogriff acts buddy buddy with the prisoner?
"Eh, you got no idea." Carrie admits with a shrug. "But as long as you aren't a creep...."
"Like you are now." Aqua remarks dryly towards Blazefist of course.
"....and a good true friend, she is very friendly."
"Come on. Let's figure a way to get someone notice us." Saber suggests, preparing to find a way to get some help to get off this island.
"So how can we do that?" Ben asks Saber, getting his attention off of Blazefist for now.
"Make a signal, fly around? You come up with some ideas, my friends."
"Right, right."
The others head off, looking for a way to get the attention of their friends to find and rescue them. Silverstream meanwhile hums as she stays behind to keep an eye on the disbelief Blazefist.
Why must his day get so terrible by the second?
-------------
After escaping alive from the enemies, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger were sailing across the sea as they were searching and looking around for their friends. But so far, they found nothing.
Riverstrike turns to two of his allies as he spoke, "Apollo. Anchor. Have you found them?"
Apollo sighed, "No, Grand Commander. No sign of them."
Anchor groaned, "Where could they be? I hope Young Lady is alright."
"Anchor, don't worry. She got Coach Rainbow with her. Whatever that word means," Tigress assures her friends that as long as Rainbow is with Aqua, nothing bad can truly happen to her.
"Do not forget about Lord Saber. He is with them as well." Dragonspear added in, reminding that Saber is with the group as well.
Blade Dragoon nodded, saying, "Indeed. That young warrior is strong and brave. He will protect her."
Warpath scoffed "Not strong enough if you ask me." Everyone glared at him. "I mean he'll be fine."
"Warpath; you are not fooling anypony." Tigress remarks dryly to him.
"Who said I was trying?"
-------------------------------------------
Bladestrike, Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and even Gallus also searched for Blazefist and Silverstream as well. Like the Alliance, they couldn't find them as well.
Navy Arrow grunted sickly, "Man... I think I'm gonna be sick..."
Clawdestroyer quickly jumps away, scowling in disgust, "Please, don't thrown on me!"
"Silverstream! Silverstream! Silverstream!" Gallus calls out frantically to his gir....I mean, just friend!
Clawdestroyer grabbed and pulled Gallus down, snapping furiously, "Are you mad?! Are you trying to get us killed?!"
"What! I'm trying to find our friends?! Don't you?!"
"Of course, we do! But not like this, boy! If you shout, we'll be dead. If we do, no one can save them."
Bladestrike nodded as he agrees, "Indeed. Let's search quietly. None of us are still good at navy..."
Gallus groaned, "I hate it when he's right." He sighed in sadness and worry, "Silverstream, please be alright."
Navy Arrow gave out a smirk as he chuckles, " Wow. You and girl got really hooked up, don't you?"
"Yeah."
Navy Arrow whistled, "Two little birdies fallen for each other." With a laugh, he added in a singsong, "This means something."
It didn't take long for Gallus to figure out what he's suggesting. With a blush that he's trying to so much to hide enough, the griffin protested, "What?! She's not my girlfriend."
Navy Arrow joked, "Oh! And Clawdestroyer is your grandfather." Despite the annoyed look from the pony in question, he laughed happily, "I always like to crack it up."
"Does he always like to joke?"
Clawdestroyer sighs in irritation, "He's being optimistic."
Bladestrike chuckles, "Indeed. General Arrow did his best to lift our spirit to find your girlfriend."
"Yeah, I guess." Gallus answers. He then blushed in realization, "Hey! She's not my girlfriend!"
-----------------------
Ben and his friends have tried many ways to find and get their friends to find and rescue them via using the branches in words - 'Help' and swinging their flags. And at the same time, Silverstream was keeping an eye on Blazefist, who hasn't made his muscle a move or spoken anything.
In the late evening; Saber, Ben and Carrie went out to find and gathered some foods and supplies. Aqua and Rainbow set up the camp while Silverstream watched over Blazefist, and so far he hasn't make a move. 
After an hour has passed, Saber and his team have returned with more food. Saber then cooked up the food and prepared dinner for his friends. After cooking, they all chatted and ate their dinner happily and calmly. Silverstream also joined in as well. They all enjoyed it very much while Blazefist remained silent and firm, despite he's very hungry and thirsty.
Silverstream turned and noticed Blazefist was hungry and thirsty. She brought some food and drinks to him. She smiled happily while looking at him.
Blazefist sighed, "What do you want?"
"Feeding you, duh," Silverstream giggled playfully. This may him look puzzled and disbelief.
"Seriously?"
"Serious as Aunt Queen Novo! Here! This is a delicious banana! I loved banana! Do you know why?"
Blazefist annoyed yet uncertain respond, "Why?"
Silverstream grins, answering, "They're the best and delicious food I ever taste! I love it!"
Blazefist sighed, "Fine..." Better than being hungry, one can guess. He ate some bananas. He munched and muttered, "Thanks, kid..."
Silverstream squealed happily as she hugged Blazefist, "You're welcome, Lieutenant!"
Blazefist noticed some ponies gathered around him, he groans, "Are you serious? Is this a joke?"
"Nope. It's called kindness. I'm sure you know that when you looked at Starlight's and Sunset's memories." Ben explains to Blazefist with a sigh. Looks like he has calm down from the soldier bullying and insulting him before, "Just like the insults you did with me..."
"Right, back home, we do our best to treat our friends and enemies kindly." Applejack explains kindly to Blazefist.
"Unless they are real real jerks....then all bets are off." Rainbow explains with a laugh, but yelps as Applejack nudges her in annoyance. "Ouch! Applejack!"
"Come on, manners!"
Blazefist sighed, "I didn't look at the memories when they got captured and interrogated. The only ponies knew about it are my lord, Anger, Strikespell, Ratio, Snaptrap and Woren. The rest of us don't know. We just follow orders; Nothing more, nothing less."
"So wait, are you honest?" Carrie asks Blazefist with an arch of the eyebrow. "Or are you messing with us?"
" I'm telling you the truth. I know nothing about knowing your friends' memories."
"Why should we believe in you?" Rainbow ask Blazefist suspicious yet concerned.
Silverstream spoke up in Blazefist's defense, "Blazefist can be a jerk, but he's not a liar. He's really nice guy."
"Well, he's got some funny ways to show nice especially trying to kill us and some innocents." Saber remarks sternly, pointing out that Blazefist has tried to kill them and kill some innocents to boot. For a nice guy, he definitely got a "funny" way of showing it.
"You think I like it?! I didn't have the choice! If we want to bring order and peace to the land, we have to make the hardest decision to do so! Or maybe the smartest decision of all is that you hadn't drag them into your mess in the first place!" Blazefist snapped seriously. He may not like what he's doing but what other choice does he got? He's also got a point that if everyone hasn't been dragged into the heroes' mess to begin with, they would've been spared!
"Drag them?! They chose to follow us! They believed in my father! He treated them as a savior! He treated them kindly! He refused to abandon them!"
"Well, maybe you should have! The innocents would have been spared from slaughter!"
"Excuse me! They would have been subjugated!" Saber snapped sternly to Blazefist. Better be dead than under control of a tyrant!
Blazefist sighs in irritation as he continues, "That maybe. But we will treat them kindly, just like what we did with Xu Province! They weren't harmed and killed. We calmed and treated them well."
"How do I know it's the truth?!"
"Like it or not, it is!"
"Wow. You two are really rivals. Man, that was mess up." Aqua whistles in amazement as she shakes her head. No wonder Blazefist and Saber has got a lot of problems right now.
"Right, if under different circumstances, they would've been good friends." Carrie said, recalling that at least in her time, Saber and Blazefist are better allies and friends than enemies right now.
"Thankfully, we should be glad that things would turn out differently later on in life." Applejack said with a smile, knowing very well that's true.
"And less jerkish to boot."
"Whatever..." Blazefist scoffs at this. He and Saber being friends; That would be the day!
"Yeah. Whatever." Saber remarks dryly, agreeing with his enemy.
"But seriously, Blazefist. What's your problem?" Aqua spoke up with a sigh. Hearing that may Rainbow a bit amused. She recalls how Aqua would start this conversation with Blazefist this way in the present whenever he did something stupid or uncalled for in her time. "Why do you always like to pick a fight? And not to mention, I was told that you hated hippogriffs. Why?!"
"Like you ever understand; you don't even know what I've been through." Blazefist spoke dryly at this. He wouldn't think that somepony like Aqua would understand.
"Excuse me?! Don't know what you've been through?! Well, guess what?! You don't know what I have been through either, jerk!"
"Save it! You're rich and spoiled princess!"
"I was not a princess! I have lost many of my family! I've lost my parents, my real one!" Aqua spoke out angrily to Blazefist. That shuts him up, causing the enemy to listen in as she continues, "Then, I was taken in by the Tiger Clan! And then, that damn sorcerer took my father and my brother's lives! I don't give damn about money, girly stuffs or whatever! I loved my family! I'd do anything to bring them back." The future Mystic Pony sighed and cried tearfully. "But I can't. They're gone... They're gone."
"I'm sorry, Aqua. I know that feeling. I've lost my family to Cruez and his filthy monsters. I was lucky to survive for hardships. And not to mention, I was lucky that I got adopted too." Saber sighs a bit. He then glared at Blazefist before adding to him, "Why to charm the ladies, buddy."
Blazefist looked guilt and sad before sighed, "I'm sorry..."
"Yeah; you really screw this mess up."
" No... I mean I'm sorry about your loss. I know how you felt too. I've lost mine too."
"Get out of town!" Saber yells out in disbelief..
"Saber! Rude much," Aqua scowls at Saber in irritation. She turns back to Blazefist, speaking in concern, "How did you lost your family?"
Blazefist sighs as he looks down. The pony is not fond of this memory at all. Still, Blazefist looks back up as he explains, "Happens when I was a kid. The Hippogriff Bandits always came and terrorized my village while demanding the protection payment when we didn't want to. But we did to avoid troubles. And then the next day, Azure Phoenix and his soldiers came to my home. They helped our home and defended it by repelling and defeating the bandits for good. I thought it was over but instead, they came back and destroy the village including mine. I've lost everything. I've lost my family and friends. And the only family I have is my brother. We were alone and struggled to survive by stealing more foods and money for ourselves. We have no jobs until that fateful day when the Coalition were gathered to fight Cruez."
"I... I'm sorry..." Carrie said in sadness. Now she understood why Blazefist despise the Hippogriff so much. It was sad that the village thought they finally got some peace only for the enemy to come back and take that away from them...and their own lives to boot.
"Wow...I mean, wow." Rainbow said, shaking her head at this in amazement yet disbelief.
"Awww, now I see why you hate me so much!" Silverstream sobs a bit, much to Blazefist's embarrassment. "If some Hippogriffs kill my family, I would hate me too!"
"No, no, I don't hate you." Blazefist sighs a bit, but then rethink what he just said. "Okay, I admit, I am annoyed but don't hate you as much as the bandits."
"You think so?"
"I know so. Anyway, yeah; I was lucky to be alive. And not to mention, serving under Lord Azure Phoenix as his lieutenant. I made the military career in my life, along with my bro. It worth everything... "
"Yeah. I guess... But you know what?" Aqua spoke up thoughtfully. Everyone looked at her as she continues, "We share something in common."
"Yeah. I guess it is. Quite coincidence," Saber said with a thoughtful smile. They all lost someone while they're young.
Blazefist scoffed a bit, "Maybe. Lost our families, struggled to survive and then got rescued and joined the very ponies we see as family and heroes. But pity that we're on the opposites. I guess it is coincidence."
"True. And you know what else I know? You're not really jerk. Sometimes..." Aqua said, trying to drive out a little blush. Too bad the present ones notice but kept silent as they smile about it.
"Yeah; guess we wish we should have met earlier." Saber sighs a bit as he shakes his head. Maybe the three would've been better friends than enemies?
Blazefist seems to thinking the same thing as he added, "Yeah. We could have been friends or families."
Aqua giggled, "That would be hilarious."
"Well, guess it wouldn't hurt a bit to get to know each other. What else you do..." Saber remarks with a shrug. Little does he, Aqua, and Blazefist knows that that can change in many years or so!
"Wow. They look like they could be good friends." Carrie said to her group with a smile.
"Yep, Ironic that they became friends instead of nasty jerks later on in life, y'all," Applejack said in agreement.
"Kind of like us, right AJ?" Rainbow jokes as she nudges her friend in the side.
"Yep, except we don't try to kill each other."
Ben was listening in to the conversations, then sighs, "Listen, Blazefist....I did some thinking....about my mother."
"Oh horse feathers, you want to go at me again?" Blazefist ask Ben with a groan of irritation. "Or want to k...."
"No, and no. Listen, say what you may about what I am....but I am lucky. I got a wonderful nice mother like Celestia who I care about and love so much. She took care of me for years....and I got separated from her due to an event that I dare not speak about. I may not live in royalty like Azure Phoenix or a dangerous warrior....but I am a nice, brave hero who looks out for others. I loved my mother and was scared when I almost lost her few times before."
"Few times; As in death," Saber asks Ben in concern.
Ben shakes his head as he continues, "That I cannot say how. I would be scared if something else happened to her. So while she isn't dead like your families are....I came close to losing her. So I know how it feels."
"Well...." Blazefist said as he nodded in understanding. "You son of Celestia are lucky to still have someone who you care for."
Unknown to the group, a strange creature was still spying on them. It even made some funny screech and squeaky noise about them.
Ben and his surviving team are still waiting for their rescue team, but so far, nothing came. Eventually, they're falling asleep. Each of of them would be patrolling and keeping eyes out for the boat or ship, as well as taking turns after an hour or two. They're also guarding their prisoner of war, though Silverstream got it covered as she held and hugged Blazefist close to her happily.  Hours and hours have passed, no rescue from either the Alliance or Imperial Phoenix have come. They're still asleep. Rainbow's taking turn now.
Rainbow yawned out loud in bore tone while looking at the sea. She even muttered and complained about not doing anything. Unknown to her or a group, a small pinkish strange rat was crawling towards her. It made some curious squeak while looking at her before it slowly approached to her. Sensing someone stalking on her, Rainbow turned back and found nothing. She was surprised and confuse before turned back. The little creature emerged out from a little rock. It has arrived and close to her. The creature hummed curiously before giggled playfully. It then pulled her tail, making yelped in surprise. 
Rainbow turned to her back while readied to fight. Suddenly, she felt something poke on her back again. She turned to the front again. She hummed suspiciously yet worriedly as she scratched her mane gently. But instead, she touched something funny on her mane. She looked up and found a creature on her head. It squeaked happily while waving at her. She screamed and panicked in fear. She ran off while accidentally knocking and ramming most of her friends and even Blazefist.
"OW!" Ben exclaimed in pain, "Rainbow, what the heck was that?!"
Rainbow held and aimed Ben's eyes looking at the front, "Something's here!"
Ben and his friends looked up and found a pinkish mole rat creature, hiding behind a small rock. Blazefist, Aqua and even Saber were both shocked and surprised yet curious. Ben and his friends knew what they were.
"Is that a naked mole rat?" Carrie asked.
"Naked mole rat?" Aqua asked in surprise, "Like he doesn't have a fur or something?"
"Never heard such animal before," Blazefist said in shock.
"Yeah," Applejack said in concern. She turned and looked closely at the naked mole rat, "Wait a minute. I know that rat from somewhere."
"I think it is. It's Ace..." Ben said in surprise.
"What?" Saber asked in surprise.
Ben cleared his throat, "Nothing." He turned and looked at the naked mole rat's hiding behind the rock. He hummed, "That rat must be scared. Saber, maybe you should try and calm him down."
"Me?! Why?!" Saber asked in confusion.
Ben smirked, "You've got natural charm with animals."
"Unlikely. But will try," Saber said in annoyance. He slowly approached to the small rock, where a naked mole rat was still hiding. He shushed calmly, "Easy, little fella. I'm not gonna hurt you. Just wanna befriend." A little creature refused to come out. He sighed in annoyance, realizing that it is still scared of him. He needs some food to prove that he and his friends are not dangerous. Realizing he has some food, he took out and gave a Bamboo Bun before the little creature, "Try it. It's good."
Little creature was still doubt and reluctant as he slowly come out from the rock. It then approached to Saber, who slowly passed the Bamboo Bun to it. A naked mole rat began eating up the food. It sighed happily. It then sniffed on yellow Earth Pony's body, making sure that he's a friendly. Sensing him not to be an enemy, it jumped on top of Saber's hoof. It then nuzzled on his head.
"Wow. Quite soft, aren't you?" Saber asked in surprise. A naked mole rat nodded happily. He turned and looked at his friends, "He's harmless, guys.
“Well, duh. Fluttershy said naked mole rats are nice as long as you don’t harm them.” Carrie explains calmly to Saber.
“Well, some of the time.” Applejack remarks dryly, recalling how many times she catches Ace in the apples.
Blazefist scoffed, "Well, we're nowhere to get out of here. I doubt he's the only one here."
"Way to kill the moment," Carrie remarked dryly.
"But he's right though," Silverstream said in concern, "I don't think he's alone..."
"What's that supposed to be mean?" Applejack asked fearfully.
ROAR! Ben and his team yelped in concern and fear upon hearing that loud roar. They turned and looked at the tropical forest, where they found a group of tigers slowly emerged out from the shadows. They shocked and scared the ponies off.
Saber yelped in fear, "TIGERS! REAL LIFE TIGERS!"
“And me without my gear!” Silverstream whimpers in worry and fear.
“Too many for them to fight off.” Aqua said in worry, knowing that there’s too many tigers for the group to deal with here.
"Anyone got bright idea?" Applejack said in concern.
"One," Ben said in concern, "RUN!"
SCREAM! Ben and his team quickly make their turn and ran for their lives. The tigers roared wildly as they gave chase after the ponies. They ran as fast as they can, and even entered the tropical forest to avoid them. And at the same time, they have to avoid the danger within the jungle such as quicksand, pit, poisonous plants and mushrooms, dangerous and protective animals and so on.
As Ben and his team continued running as fast as they can, Carrie got tripped by one of tree's large root. She now got her ankle injured. She even found the tigers are coming towards her. She gasped in fear to shout and scream for help. This has caused her team to stop and found her injured on the floor.
"Carrie!" Rainbow exclaimed in concern. She shown her determined eyes, "I'm coming!"
"Coach!" Aqua protested in concern.
"Is she crazy?!" Saber asked in concern.
Rainbow charged and rammed most of tigers off. She then stood besides Carrie as she has to make sure her human student is safe from harm while dealing with hungry pack of tigers.
"That's Rainbow. She'd never left anyone behind," Applejack commented, "We'd better get back and help them now!"
"Are you nuts?! Are you trying to get yourself killed or something?!" Blazefist asked in shock. Everyone looked at him. He continued, "They're tigers. There is no way you can beat them. They're dangerous and vicious creatures!"
"Rainbow and Carrie needs us! I'm not abandoning them!" Ben exclaimed firmly.
"Then, you're a fool!" Blazefist snapped firmly.
"Maybe. Maybe not," Aqua said firmly, "You can go if you want or even escaped, but I'm not leaving my friend behind."
"Are you serious?" Saber asked in concern.
Aqua nodded firmly, "I am."
Saber groaned, "Looks like you'll need some help."
"Yeah, despite how many odds there are, we are not leaving our friends behind." Ben said in determination and bravery.
"Yeah, and Rainbow may done drive me nuts....but she's my friend, I ain't leaving her!"
"Yeah, come on, guys and girls."
Blazefist was in shock and surprised by Ben and his friends' determination to help and save their friends. They headed off and rescued Rainbow and Carrie from the tigers. Blazefist looked and noticed Silverstream looked at him.
"I'm not gonna make you do it," Silverstream said calmly, surprised Blazefist. She continued, "But if it were your friends or Laxtinct, what will you do? Run and hid, just like how we do? Or fight to save them?"
"Silverstream..." Blazefist was stunned to say.
Rainbow screamed in pain as she felt her left wing got bitten and dragged away from Carrie, who is holding her hoof tightly. Luckily, Aqua jumped and punched her hoof at the tiger, making it to back off. She armed with her Water Tiger Claws as she began clawing and attacking the tigers. Her friends also joined the fight as well. Applejack and a naked mole rat checked and treated both Carrie and Rainbow's injuries. Ben and Saber went and assisted Aqua to fight the tigers back. Despite the effort of fighting the predators back, three ponies got clawed and slashed by face and bodies from the tigers' attacks. Eventually, three ponies got pounced and thrown back to the group. All of them are badly injured and wounded. The tigers are ready to finish them off.
Suddenly, the tigers yowled in shock upon looking at something coming towards them. The ponies also noticed it. They found the rolling yet blazing logs are heading towards them. The ponies dodged down at once while the tigers turned and ran off as they were being chased off by the fiery logs. As soon as the predators left, the ponies sighed in relief. They turned and found Blazefist stood before them.
"Y-You saved us?" Aqua asked in surprise, "I thought you've left and escaped."
“See? This proves it.” Silverstream said to the others with a smile. “He is a nice guy, just got to show it.”
“Somehow I sometimes doubt it.”
Blazefist scoffed in annoyance, "Don't get use to it. Let's move out now."
Blazefist turned and headed off at once. The rest of ponies turned and looked at happy Silverstream.
“So Silverstream, what’s the deal with you being buddy-buddy with Blazefist now?” Carrie asks, arching an eyebrow at this.
“Right, doesn’t he hate Hippogriffs?” Applejack comments in agreement.
Silverstream smiled happily, "I told you before. Blazefist and I are buddies. He's not that bad at all."
“Well, all right, he’s not so bad.” Ben remarks with a shrug. ”As long as he isn’t insulting my connection to my mother.”
“Maybe after your talk with him, he can mellow out.”
"You coming?!" Blazefist demanded in annoyance.
"Going, punk!" Saber sighed, "Well, either way, let's get out of here."
“Oh, I don’t know. I like him.” Aqua remarks with a giggle, causing Saber to look at her in disbelief. “Err, not that I like LIKE him.”
“Aqua? You ain’t fooling anypony.” Applejack comments to Aqua with a knowing smile, the past one tries futilely to hide her blush.
The rest of ponies turned and headed off at once. They followed Blazefist as they all headed and exited out of tropical forest. They have arrived at the beach. And for now, the tigers didn't come and chase after them.
"Still no sign of our allies," Blazefist commented in annoyance.
"They'll be here. I know it," Ben said firmly. He turned and looked at Blazefist, "Thanks for the save."
“Right, you aren’t so bad.” Aqua said, moving her hooves in the sand secretly.
"Don't get use to it. Today, we maybe friends, but tomorrow, we'll be the enemies again," Blazefist said firmly and calmly, which annoyed the team. He sighed, "Either way, thank you for not killing me or even letting me off." He then spotted a familiar ship with the flags of Dragon and Tiger. He hummed, "It seems your allies are here. So, I'm gonna be your prisoner, am I right?"
"No. We'll let you go." Aqua said firmly.
Blazefist smiled a bit, "Thank you."
"You know. I think it would be better if you join them than Lord Azure," Silverstream said happily.
“Come on, you are better off on the right side than with him.” Rainbow said in agreement. “At least we would’ve treat you better.”
“How about it?” Carrie ask with a smile to Blazefist.
Saber groaned, "Not a chance."
"Sorry. But my duty lies on Imperial Phoenix Army. I will not break my loyalty to them and Lord Azure," Blazefist said firmly, "They're the only family I have left. I've made an oath that I will bring order to this land."
Aqua sighed, "I guess you're right. I just we're not enemies when we're on battlefield."
"But I'm not hoping," Saber said amusingly, "You and I got scores to settle!"
Blazefist scoffed, "Fine by me." He turned and looked at Silverstream, "You can leave if you wanted to."
"And let Gallus handle the big boys? Sorry, no can do," Silverstream rejected the offer. She then held and hugged Blazefist again, "Plus, we're buddies. I'm gonna make you friendly pony to Hippogriffs."
Blazefist sighed, "Terrific..." He turned and looked at his enemies, "I'll see you on next battlefield. And trust me, I will not go easy on you again..."
“Hey, no one ever say otherwise.” Ben remarked, rolling his eyes. So much for any hope for Blazefist this time around.
“Come on, let’s get out of here.” Rainbow comments with a sigh. Once Blazefist’s pals get here, there’s going to be Tartarus! 
Blazefist and Silverstream headed off and hid behind the giant rocks. They witnessed Ben and his friends waved the flags and torches to the Alliance Ship to come and rescue them. Thus, they did. As soon as the Alliance Ship landed on the beach, the ponies came out and greeted their friends happily, as well as commenting to see them alright.
“Ben Valorheart and friends, you’re all right?” Warpath ask, relieved that the group are safe and sound.”
“We’re fine, just fine, did you see my bike?” Ben jokes a bit, causing those from the Alliance Ship to look at him oddly. “Yeah, you got to be there.”
“Don’t ask, please.” Carrie remarks to the rescuers with a shrug.
"Hey, what is that thing?" Tigress asked, noticing Saber's shoulder has a naked mole rat.
"Some kind of rodent or something?" Warpath asked in annoyance.
“He’s a naked mole rat, buddy. Show some respect.” Rainbow remarks to Warpath sternly.
"You're gonna keep him, aren't you?" Ben asked.
"Well, this little guy's been through enough alone in this island. I guess I will." Saber looked at his naked mole rat, who smiled happily. He continued, "You need a name. Since you're quite tricky and cunning little guy especially brave enough to accept me, I think I'll call you 'Ace'."
“Well, why am I not surprised?” Applejack whispers to the past ones, making them all laugh in amusement. They knew he would give him that name.
“They’re going to be good pals, I just know it.” Ben remarks in agreement.
Blazefist couldn't help but feel amazed and surprise to see how much the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger cared for their allied soldiers. It was similar to his army, though ruthless and strict with laws and rules especially punishing the traitors and rebels, Silverstream couldn't help but watch and looked at him as she hoped that he'll abandon his hatred for Hippogriffs and became good friends.
-------------------------------------------
An hour later, thanks to Gallus's sights, Imperial Phoenix Army have rescued and taken both Blazefist and Silverstream back to the Imperial Phoenix Camp. Eventually, Admiral Cai, Blazefist and SIlverstream stood before their lord in the camp for making the report. Spike and Nyx were still in the cage as they're both worried and scared about Silverstream's using her Seapony Form.
"So, you both have managed to escape the enemies?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly, which both Blazefist and Silverstream nodded firmly and calmly. He hummed, "Anything unusual happening there? Like a pony, who possessed a fin?"
Silverstream looked scared and worried about it. Blazefist spoke, "No, sir. Nothing."
Suspecting Blazefist's know it or unaware of Silverstream's true form, Azure Phoenix sighed, "Very well, lieutenant. Take two days off. You'll need good rest if we want to attack the Red Cliff. And make sure Silverstream do her job. I see great potential in her especially swimming under the sea, even to the depth." 
Silverstream gulped, "Just loving swimming. That's all, sir."
Blazefist bowed humbly, "Yes, my lord."
"Admiral Cai, double your effort to train our marines," Azure Phoenix ordered firmly, "We cannot afford to let our enemies be victorious. I want my marines to be strong and effective during the naval battle."
Admiral Cai nodded, "It will be done, my lord."
"Master Ratio has arrived!" The announcer reported.
Azure Phoenix and his allies turned and looked at the entrance, where Master Ratio entered the scene. He bowed humbly in respect to his lord.
"Rise, my friend," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly. Master Ratio stood up. He asked, "What is it?"
"I wish our conversation private," Master Ratio requested. Azure Phoenix nodded firmly. He gestured both his soldiers and officers to leave. With them gone, he approached and passed the scroll to his lord. He continued, "My lord, despite her reluctance and stubbornness to obey you, she's willing to give you the advice as long you honored her promise."
"I see. You convinced her?"
"Yes, my lord. This scroll she wrote contains some value strategic points that will help us win the battle, as well as preventing heavy casualties and delays."
Azure Phoenix opened the scroll as he read it carefully. He looked suspiciously yet concern and uneasy. He turned and looked at Master Ration, "Are you certain this will help me win?"
"I am. You have my word. I trust her," Master Ratio said firmly, "She did come from the distant timeline, meaning she read our history. We must tread it carefully. One wrong move could be the end of our live. I implore you to follow her advice. Master Schemetrick would have wanted you to do so."
Schemetrick was his only strategist that helped him earn many victories. Since his death, Azure Phoenix must rely on Twilight since she knows the history and helped him to win many battles as well. Azure Phoenix sighed, "Very well, I shall follow it. I only pray that she doesn't trick me to save her friends."
"Even she wanted to, my lord, she doesn't possessed the means of deception and betrayal after her failed attempts," Master Ratio said confidently.
Spike gulped, "I've got a bad feeling about it."
"This may not goes well..." Nyx said in concern.
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 27: Battle of Red Cliff (II)

Two months have passed since their last battle, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger remained in their naval camp of Red Cliff. They all were recruiting and training their army for the next battle as they do not wish to make same mistake again after underestimating Azure Phoenix's army adapting to the naval battle. And at the same time, they have sent three spies - Tigress, Ocellus and Smolder to enemy camp for spying and learning more of their enemies' strength and weakness, that could be used for their allies to turn the tide against them.
Thanks to Ocellus's shape-shifting ability, she managed to infiltrate the enemy camp while carrying the supply wagon, which contained Tigress and Smolder, covered by blanket. After entering the enemy base's supply depot, they began quickly left the wagon and headed off to begin their spy. All of them worn Imperial Phoenix uniforms.
Three spies have witnessed the military training and might of Imperial Phoenix Army. The enemy troops were relentless, fierce and determined in training their combat and adapting to new surroundings on both ground and naval battle. The spies also found many soldiers were suffering seasickness. They were all admitted to the medic tents, where Fluttershy and some medic staffs were checking and treating their wounds as best as they can. Strikespell was there as he was looking after his wife Fluteheart, who has yet recovered from her seasickness. This make him worried and uneasy to see her in terrible conditions.
"After surviving the first battle, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger cannot afford to underestimate their enemy's disadvantage again," The Narrator narrated, "So, all they can do now is to train their army and prepare for next battles, as well as observing and  learning more of Imperial Phoenix Army's strength, weaknesses and strategies. Hoping, they could find a way to tip the balance to their favor before they could engage the naval battle. And so, they sent three best spies to enemy territory to do so."
Tigress, Ocellus and Smolder headed off to another area, where they found a large number of soldiers were playing Cuju, which is also known as a soccer game. They have found 12 Jing Province Ponies worn white uniforms were challenging with 12 the blue uniformed Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. To their shock and surprise, Gallus was among the soldiers and playing on Imperial Phoenix Side. he score is 10:12. They even found Azure Phoenix and his officials were sitting on one long bench on the stage as they were watching the event with pride and enjoyment.
"And at the same time, Azure Phoenix has double the training of his military army under the tutelage of Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt for their naval battle, as well as solving his army's seasickness problem."
"I can't believe Gallus is playing soccer for that jerk!" Smolder complained in annoyance.
"Technically, it's called Cuju for the Land of Ma," Ocellus corrected her.
"Potato, po-ta-to! What's the difference? It's still soccer!" Smolder exclaimed in annoyance.
Tigress shushed, "Quiet. We have to get near to the stage to find out of what's really going on."
Ocellus and Smolder nodded firmly. Tigress then led her two friends passing through the crowd quietly and cautiously as they're approaching to the stage. They stayed close to the stage while watching the event as they eavesdropping on the enemy conversation.
"Wow! Lord Azure, you really enjoy this sport," Bullhound commented happily.
"Indeed..." Navy Arrow agreed in amazement, "What changes your mind, cousin? You don't usually play the game until you finish the battlefield. So, what's the catch?"
"Nothing special, Navy Arrow," Azure Phoenix said calmly as he looked closely at Gallus, who was quick and swift in moving and kicking the ball to his teammates, who passed it back to him. This allowed him to score the goal in hitting the box hole. He hummed thoughtfully, "I'm merely seeing which soldier is effective and good enough to be next commander of the battalion. And I believe you know whom I'm referring to."
"Uh... Michelangelo?" Laxtinct asked happily, making Azure Phoenix glared at him. He yelped, "What? I was just asking."
"Gallus, I presumed?" Clawdestroyer answered firmly, making Azure Phoenix smiled a bit. He sighed, "I hate to admit. He does have the potential, but what he lacks the most is his resolve and determination of getting the job done. If there's anyway I can reach him, he would have become a great commander of the army."
"I agreed with General Clawdestroyer's assessment," Bladestrike said firmly and calmly, "Gallus's indeed a brave fighter, but what he does not have is motivation and resolve. If we do give him a mission with consequence, then he would become of what we expected."
"Speaking of 'expectation'," Snaptrap said calmly as he looked at Azure Phoenix, "My lord, the enemy hasn't make the move since the first battle. I feared that they clearly making a plan to turn the tide against us."
"Master Snaptrap is right. We were lucky that our little training has minimize the damages and repel the invasion as well," Woren said calmly, "Our troops are still adapting to new changes. And we need the plan that could prevent them from being distracted and falling to sickness."
"I agreed." Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly. He slowly turned and looked at Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt, "It's the reason why I'm relying on both admirals with training and strategy."
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt bowed humbly, "We are honored, my lord."
After few rounds have passed, Imperial Phoenix Players have won the Cuju Game. Both team bowed humbly before Azure Phoenix, who approached to them while looking at Gallus.
"Gallus, am I right?" Azure Phoenix asked firmly. Gallus nodded a bit. He continued, "I must admit. Gallus, you possessed some great skills especially playing sports. And I know you will not trust me, but you will do as I command because your friends are working with me until we end the chaos. This means you must kill the enemies including Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Or there will be consequence."
Gallus scoffed in annoyance, "Figures... What do you want me to do?"
"I'm promoting you to be battalion commander of the General Clawdestroyer's company and also his Second-in-Command."
"Wait?! What?! Are you kidding me or something?!"
"I do not joke, Gallus. I am serious. So, do not fail me," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, shocking and worrying Gallus. The blue Griffon bowed humbly. He then turned to his army, "My brave soldiers of Imperial Phoenix! If we win this battle, then next five years, there will be no taxes to pay for whole family!"
"Thank you, Prime Minister! We will do our best!" Imperial Phoenix Army cheered wildly and happily.
The Imperial Phoenix Army cheered and applauded happily to hear Azure Phoenix's proposal if they win the battle. Tigress, Ocellus and Smolder couldn't help but feel worry and uneasy about it.
--------------------------------------------
Gallus returned to his quarter, bringing along with his new uniform and badge. He tried them on at once. He now worn Chinese Military Commander's Armor and worn a helmet. He then looked at the mirror. He hummed happily before showing off his muscle and fighting skills.
"Congratulation, Gallus. Looks like you've made as the commander!" Smolder's voice commented.
Gallus was surprised as he turned to his back and found Tigress, Silverstream, Ocellus and Smolder stood before him.
Gallus gasped, "Guys, you're here!" He charged and gave his friends a warm hug, "What the heck are you doing here?! And how did you get here?!"
“Spying and blending in.” Ocellus explains to her friend happily.
“That and this place has the second worst security ever.” Smolder comments with a light chuckle.
Gallus scoffed, "I'm just glad to see your guys." He then showed off his commander uniform, "So, what do you think?"
“You look like a dork. But you’re kind of our dork.” Smolder comments with a shrug.
“You ain’t no princess yourself.”
"So, you're here to rescue us or something?" Silverstream asked curiously.
"Not exactly," Tigress said firmly, "We're here to spy on our enemies. To find our what they're doing and planning."
“Right. We want to end this silly war thing and get our friends back ASAP.” Ocellus explains to her friends calmly. “That means…”
“Yeah, yeah, we get it.” Gallus said, rolling his eyes in amusement. “We ain’t in school, kid.”
"Spies?! Oh! I wanna play spies!" Silverstream said happily.
Smolder yelped as she grabbed and held Silverstream's beak, "Silverstream, are you trying to get us killed?!"
“Right, shhhhh. Come on!” Gallus insists, shushing her. “Bad enough that Azure Phoenix is making life for us a living Tartarus as it is!”
“Yeah, like what he said!”
"Oops! Sorry," Silverstream apologized.
"So, do you need help or something?" Gallus asked.
Tigress nodded, "Yeah. Just make sure no troops come close to us when we're spying." She then wrote down on piece of notes before turned to the pigeon, "Since you both are commanders of the army, you can handle the troops."
“Right. The last thing we want is have our heads cut off.” Smolder remarks, shuddering a bit. “Disgusting.”
“Tell me about it.” Ocellus remarks in agreement.
Gallus shrugged, "Sure, why not?"
"This is gonna be fun!" Silverstream exclaimed playfully.
--------------------------------------------
At the Red Cliff Main Camp, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger were recruiting and training their army for the next naval battles. Blade Dragoon, Warpath and Dragonspear were training their army, along with their new friends - Hammerod, Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe and Trip. Virtue Dragon, Skysoar Intellect, Saber, Courage Tiger, Aqua, Riverstrike, Apollo, Anchor, Sam, Ben and his friends about their next plan to fight and repel Imperial Phoenix Army as they do not wish to repeat the same mistakes again.
Suddenly, the pigeon flew and entered the main camp, surprising the group. Skysoar noticed it as he whistled gently, attracting its attention towards. After taking the pigeon, he took the piece of paper from its talon. He read it carefully while the rest of his friends looked at him.
Skysoar turned and looked at his friends, "Clearly, the Imperial Phoenix Army is getting fierce and determined before with the naval training especially Admiral Cai and Admiral Pitt are coming up with new strategy due to many soldiers are still suffering from seasickness..."
“Well, this could give us the advantage.” Ben said, scratching his chin thoughtfully.
“Right, seasickness can be a pain in the flank.” Rainbow remarked as she slams a hoof in the other.
“As Applejack would tell you.” Rarity giggled. She recalled how funny it is for her friend to get seasick sometimes.
"And also, both Gallus and Silverstream are being promoted to be Second-in-Command to Clawdestroyer and Blazefist," Skysoar added with tone of playfulness.
"Wohoo! Way to go, Gallus and Silverstream!"  Pinkie cheered happily, "They're the battalion commanders!"
"Is she always like this?" Aqua asked in annoyance.
“More than you know, darling.” Rarity explains to Aqua with a shrug.
“Just don’t ask her who she talks to when no pony is there.” Rainbow added.
Anchor hummed, "Still, if what the message said is true, then we'd better strike now before they strike back at us. We can't afford to delays!"
"Yeah. It would be too late for us to stop them." Apollo said in concern.
“Come on, let’s kick some flank already!” Rainbow exclaims as she flies up to kick into the air.
“The more we delay, the less this story is done with!” Pinkie complains, to some of the others’ confusion. “I feel like we have been doing this for years!”
“Random, Pinks, random.”
"Now, hold on, everyone," Riverstrike said firmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "We still do not know what kind of strategy our enemy is possessing especially we are dealing with Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt."
"And also, I need to remind you all that Grand Advisor Wiserton has reported that we're shortage of arrows," Sam added in concern.
"And I can bet I know who is the fault of this mess again," Saber said in annoyance.
"What? The bad guys were chasing us! You can expect me to fire some confetti and streamers at them, can't you?" Pinkie asked in concern, with a shrug.
"For once, Pinkie makes sense. And she has the point. Those guys were relentless of chasing you guys off," Rainbow said calmly.
Rarity nodded, "Indeed. If Pinkie hadn't think of using volley of arrows at the enemy, Red Cliff would have been theirs."
“Yep! Thank you, thank you, I love you all!” Pinkie exclaims to everyone, including the audience. “Our show is ending this year, so make sure you support us in our finest hour!”
“Uh, what is she talking about?” Saber asked Rainbow in concern.
“Don’t ask.” Rainbow said to Saber uneasily.
"Either way, we must find a way to turn the tide," Virtue said in concern, "We still outnumber against them."
Courage nodded in agreement, "Indeed. The fallen warriors and ponies of Wuhu River is depending on us. We must turn the tide."
"And how are we gonna do that?" Applejack asked in concern.
"Since Pinkie used a lot of arrows, I will take that responsibility," Skysoar said calmly.
Pinkie groaned, "I said I'm sorry!"
"So, how many do you require?" Skysoar asked calmly.
"100,000 arrows. Do you believe you truly can handle it?" Riverstrike asked.
Skysoar wrote down the notes as he passed it to Riverstrike, "If I cannot come up with 100,000 arrows, then you shall have my head."
"WHAT?!" Everyone asked in shock.
Virtue was in shock and exclaimed, "Skysoar, have you-?!"
"I will give you 10 days for you to complete the task," Riverstrike said calmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He smiled, "I'm compassion and considerate pony, not cruel and selfish."
“Well, we will use that time to prepare.” Ben said thoughtfully. “But not the delays.”
“10 days, no problem.” Rainbow said in agreement.
"No, I just need three days," Skysoar said calmly.
Pinkie gasped, "WHAT?!"
"I agreed with her concerns. I do not accept joke, Skysoar," Riverstrike said calmly.
"Do not worry. This is not a joke," Skysoar said calmly. He smiled slyly, "If I'm not mistaken, you wish to eliminate Admiral Cai and his Second-in-Command Pitt. Then, you need 10 days to do so."
Riverstrike scoffed a bit as he wrote down his note before passing it to Skysoar, "No. I just need three days. If I failed, then you may have my head as well."
"My lord!" Water Tiger Clan asked in shock.
"Riverstrike, you cannot be serious!" Courage Tiger exclaimed in concern.
Virtue Dragon nodded, "Please, you two, this is not the time of competition! We need to work together, not against each other."
“Yeah, darlings. Lives are at stake.” Rarity said with a nod. “As well as those outside of us.”
“And with so many comments! Sheeeesh!” Pinkie complains in annoyance.
Sam bowed humbly, "Please, re-considerate it."
"We've made our minds," Riverstrike and Skysoar said calmly yet firmly, "May the best strategist win..."
Rarity groaned, "They cannot be serious."
“Hey, no one ever say life is easy.” Ben said in concern. Nothing in life is ever easy.”
“And I got a feeling that they may not joking.” Pinkie said thoughtfully. She could tell when somepony is joking or no.
"Yona not understand." Yona said in confusion, making everyone yelped in shock before dropped to the ground hard. She looked confuse and uncertainty, "Now Yak is confuse!"
--------------------------------------------
On the next day, Azure Phoenix and his officials are meeting up with Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt at the harbor. They both have come up with strategy and solution to the soldiers' seasickness problem. Unknown to the group, Tigress and her spies were on hiding on the ship's tower as they watched and eavesdropped on their conversation.
"Welcome, Prime Minister. We've been expecting you," Admiral Cai said calmly.
"Admiral, I hope the naval training goes well, as well as you have the strategy and solution to our current problems," Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly, "Dr. Fluttershy informed me that the soldiers are getting weaker and sick each day, and even advise me to retreat. So, I fear that she's right. I should considerate it."
"Do not worry, my lord. We have the solution. And the naval training went well," Admiral Cai said confidently. He then turned and looked at some ships. He explained, "We also have the solution to the problem as well. By using iron beams, we join most of the fleet together as one. That will help and make the fleet stable for Imperial Phoenix Soldiers to adapt and steady themselves like a solid ground. Not even a storm could make them tremble and feared, and even having seasickness."
Azure Phoenix hummed, "Can they separate?"
"Of course, my lord," Vice Admiral Pitt said calmly. He turned to the ships. He unsheathed his sword, "All units, split the ship!"
As ordered, the marines quickly removed the nails and ropes as they quickly pulled and moved the iron beams aside. The ships split into two or more. This tactic shocked and surprised Imperial Phoenix Army.
"By unlocking iron beams, it separate the ships. The fleet will move into pincer formation and strike them down at once," Admiral Cai, "That would be our greatest advantage to take the enemy down."
"Impressive. Twilight was right. By having you on my side, you two are truly naval expert genius," Azure Phoenix said calmly. Admiral Cai and his Second-in-Command bowed humbly before him. He turned and looked at the timid skinny lighter green Earth Pony with dark dark magenta colored in bun shape mane style while wearing yellow robe, "Timid Magenta."
"My lord?" Magenta asked.
"I have a mission for you. Since you and Riverstrike are childhood friends and classmates, I want you to go and convince him to surrender to me at once."
"Surrender?" Magenta asked in surprise, "I don't know, my lord. I don't think he would give up so easily."
"After two months have passed since our previous battle, he hasn't make the move. It convinced him that fighting me is pointless and stupid. Tell him and his master that they will be spared and rewarded if they surrender and deliver Virtue Dragon's head to me. Nothing more, nothing less. Understand?"
Magenta nodded, "Understood. I shall go now."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I feel very good mood today..." He turned to his officials, "Return to your post!"
Magenta headed of to make some preparation for journey. Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt continued with naval training. The rest of Imperial Phoenix Officers returned to their posts and continued their duty. Tigress and her allies have seen everything.
"That is not good..." Smolder said in concern.
“Tell me about it. With those two on their side, we’re bucked.” Tigress said seriously.
“They could wiped us all out.” Ocellus whispered in fear.
"What are we gonna do?" Silverstream asked in concern.
"One, can you tell the soldiers to do something else?" Tigress asked in annoyance while pointed at the back of direction. She and her friends turned and found the battalion stood before them. She groaned, "You two are battalion commanders. You give orders?"
"Oh!" Gallus and Silverstream said in realization.
Gallus cleared his throat, "Soldiers, this is your commander's order! I want you all to continue playing and practicing soccer!"
"What he said!" Silverstream exclaimed playfully.
"Sir, yes, sir!" Imperial Phoenix Soldiers exclaimed firmly.
The Imperial Phoenix Soldiers turned and headed off to perform their duty. This surprised and shocked Tigress and her group.
"Wow! I loved being commander! I can boss and make everyone do what I want!" Gallus exclaimed happily.
Silverstream giggled, "Who knew that being commander is so much fun?! I wonder why Headmare Twilight didn't put this in our school lesson?"
“I guess when it comes to friendship, war is another thing.” Ocellus remarks in agreement.
“Next to prank calling and annoying the head mare almost every week.” Smolder comments, giving a delightful smirk. She can’t recalled how many times Rainbow shows how fun prank calling is and escaping the wrath of their head mare at the same time!
Tigress sighed as she took piece of paper and ink, "Enough, chitchat. Let's get back to work."
"What are we doing?" Ocellus asked.
"Mapping the enemy camp's positions," Tigress said firmly, "We split up and cover the ground. And also, watch yourselves from Imperial Phoenix. We don't want them get too suspicious of us."
“Right, good luck, guys.” Smolder said in agreement. Time to get back to work.
“May the Force be with us.” Silverstream said happily, making Tigress give her an odd look. “Star Wars….long story.”
Tigress and her spies split up to cover the ground while mapping out the enemy's positions, which could be useful and helpful to the Alliance for turning the tide against the enemies.
--------------------------------------------
Two days has passed...
Skysoar was alone on the small island. He was humming happily and warmly while looking at the clear sky, with cloud moving around like a snake. And at the same time, both Sam and Marvel were gathering troops, scarecrows and straws on the ships.
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon, Warpath, Saber, Ben, Applejack, Starlight, Sandbar and Yona have arrived at the scene. They all looked worry and uneasy about Skysoar's taking a gambit.
Warpath blinks as he turns to Blade Dragoon, speaking in concern, "Brother, I don't know about you. But I think Skysoar really lost his mind for real."
Blade Dragoon agrees as he spoke, "Hmm... Warpath's right. I understand he studied Art of War and strategies. But I fear this gambit he take is risky."
Saber nodded while adding, "Not to mention, two days has passed. We only got one more day to find and get more arrows. He hasn't done anything at all."
"Yeah, it's like he's waiting for something but not reacting to it." Sandbar remarks in worry.
"What is that critter up to?" Applejack asks in annoyance.
Virtue Dragon sighed while looking at Skysoar, "Skysoar, what are you doing? You're running out of time..."
Marvel spoke up from nearby, "My lord, you should not be worry about my husband. He knows what he's doing."
Warpath groaned a bit, "If you ask me, he's got no plan at all."
Sam sighed, "Master Warpath's right again. He made no progress at all, other than asking me prepare twenty ships, scarecrows and straws."
"I don't know. The scarecrows are good at scaring crows but not the enemy." Applejack said, glancing at the scarecrows.
"Right; Yak doesn't want to scare crows. Yak wants to fight the enemy." Yona argues in agreement.
"So why the useless tactics," Ben ask uncertainly.
Starlight spoke up in concern, "Think we should ask him?"
"We should. I fear he's going to get himself killed." Virtue Dragon said seriously. Skysoar is going to be dead if he doesn't do this.
Virtue Dragon and his allies approached to Skysoar, who was muttering and singing happily while looking and admiring the sky.
Skysoar muttered happily: By night, the Milky Day
By day, snaking clouds.
"Well, say what you want about him, he is a good singer." Ben said, impressed by Skysoar's singing ability.
"Singing won't save the world this time." Sandbar said as he shakes his head at this.
Virtue Dragon chose this time to interrupt his friend, "Skysoar."
Skysoar turned. Upon seeing him, he smiles and responds, "Ah, my lord. What can I do for you?"
"What can you do?! How about stop taking a risk and do something at once?"
Sam nodded while continuing, "I did as you asked. You only got one more day to collect the arrows. But so far, you did nothing at all."
"Yeah. You're gonna sweat in hell!" Warpath yelled out angrily and annoyed with Skysoar's lack of progress.
"Technically, he would sweat in Tartarus....but way way down deep." Yona said with a chuckle. Of course, the yak spots everyone else giving her looks, causing her to chuckle awkwardly. "Yak be quiet now."
"Still, they got a point." Applejack said with a sigh. "What's the point in this?"
"I assure you that I have a plan." Skysoar assures while he passed the tortoise to Yona. He turned and looked at the sky again. "Little Yak, please tell me if the tortoise sweat or not?"
Yona looked at the tortoise. She looks surprised while exclamining, "Wow! Yak sees tortoise sweat; so, why tortoise sweat?"
Skysoar smiled as he adds, "If my prediction correct, the fog is coming..."
"Fog," Everyone spoke puzzled.
"With all due respect, Skysoar, what does fog have to do with collecting arrows?" Sandbar asked as he scratches his mane puzzled.
"Why fog?" Yona asked, agreeing with her friend. "All it does is making stuff hard to see."
"Yeah, how will that help us?" Starlight asks Skysoar with a frown.
"In time, you will learn and see it for yourself."Skysoar said with a light chuckle. This doesn't comfort anyone else at all.
"Everyone, please, put your faith in my husband. He has never failed you or anyone before." Marvel insists comfortingly. If her husband got a plan, he explain it in mysterious ways.
"That's what worries me the most..." Virtue Dragon remarks with a frown.
"If this plan fails, we're all bucked." Ben groans out as he slaps his forehead in annoyance.
"Still, best not to underestimate the estimated," Applejack said calmly to Ben. "What my big brother once said from the war."
-------
Following his lord's order, Timid headed straight to the Red Cliff Fortress. To his luck, the Water Tiger Soldiers allowed him to enter and greet his old friend, Riverstrike. They both were having feast, chat about their old times and enjoying listening to music and drinks. Both of them were laughing happily and wildly.
"I can't tell you how much I miss this party. Just the classmates only," Timid spoke in amusement at this sight. "And not to mention, you were that cold, who loved to sing and play music. Who would have thought that you became a Chief Commander?"
Riverstrike laughed playfully before took a big drink, "Things change, old friend. And we have our own career to make."
"Hey, do you remember our old teacher? When we were 10, you clubbed him from his flank. As he turned around, he found me holding it in my hoof, which I have no idea how. He then gave me the beatings!"
Riverstrike laughed, "That's because you're always slow."
"You're too cunning and mischief! Always trick me getting into trouble. Don't even think that you could get away with you copying and using my hoofwriting on exam!" Timid remarked, recalling a stunt that his friend once did.
Riverstrike laughed once more, "What can I say? I used to love being a prankster."
Timid scoffed a bit, "Yeah. A prankster likes to prank me a lot!"
Aqua, Rainbow, Rarity, Pinkie, Sunset and Carrie were there while hiding behind the walls. They were eavesdropping on the conversation.
"Huh... Who would have thought that Riverstrike was a prankster?" Rainbow asks in disbelief. In all her life she never thought Riverstrike to be a prankster like her and Pinkie.
"Well, everyone got a little secret." Carrie admits thoughtfully as she scratches her chin. "Right, Aqua?"
"Who me," Aqua ask a bit embarrassed. "I got nothing to hide."
"Yeah, sure."
"Why can't we join the party?" Pinkie asks with a pout. She wanted to join the party and have fun. Not stay here and be in hiding!
"Because Riverstrike said that he and his old friend want to have privacy." Carrie points out to Pinkie as to why not. The two wants privacy, they should respect that.
"Yeah, if they want us to join them, best to let them ask first." Sunset said in agreement. "Still, even I got to agree that staying here is a bit boring."
"If you're bored, think of your boyfriend." Rainbow said with a smile as she thought back to Soarin'. "Buck I sure as Tartarus thought of mine."
"Oooh, don't get me started."
Songbird came up to them, speaking up suddenly, "It means my husband has the plan for Azure Phoenix's emissary to use. "
The group turns, startled upon seeing her. Pinkie was the first to greet her, "You are?"
"Lady Songbird, wife of Riverstrike. I assure you that my husband knows what he's doing."
"If he does, Riverstrike sure has a weird way of doing so." Aqua explains as she shakes her head. "Then again, most of the greatest warriors do."
"Look, they're doing something else." Carrie said, spotting something else is happening.
And sure enough it did. Riverstrike cleared his throat, shouting, "Bring me my sword!"
Timid was surprised by Riverstrike. The Guard brought the sheathed sword before him. The Chief Commander unsheathed and pulled the sword. And at the same time, the paper also came out from it as well. It dropped on the floor. Timid spotted it.
While Riverstrike was busy performing sword-dancing, Timid moved slowly and stealthily to approach and grab the letter.
And just before he could grab it, the sword jabbed on the letter, which scared him to back off. Timid looked up and found Riverstrike was looking at him. The Chief Commander levitated it before hid in his pocket while smiling at him.
Timid laughed uneasily, "That was quite an excellent display of sword dancing, old friend..."
"Old friend," Riverstrike spoke suspiciously. He sheathed his sword, silencing the musician from playing the music. Everyone and even Timid were in shock and concern, "Have you truly come to visit me or acted as Azure Phoenix's emissary?!"
Timid nervously responded, "W-What?! I don't know-?!"
"You can stop pretending, Timid. I already know that you're serving Azure Phoenix by news across my homeland."
Timid scoffed, "Fine. It is true."
"Out of all talented officials, I'd never thought you would be serving that tyrant!" Riverstrike snaps in disgust. He can't believe that he himself will live to see the day when someone he once trusted as a friend would serve someone like Azure Phoenix!
"Tyrant; Do you even know who you're talking to?! He's the Prime Minister of Qin!"
"Nothing but power hungry warlord, who slaughtered the innocents for the sake of defeating and capturing Virtue Dragon."
"That was his fault! He should know that taking peasants with him would put them at great risk! If he surrender, then we wouldn't wage war here!" Timid points out angrily. He is correct somewhat. Taking peasants with him when Virtue Dragon knows that doing so will put them at risk was a terrible move on his part.
Riverstrike roars in anger, "Unlike your lord, both mine and Skysoar's lords have compassion and benevolence. They would never harm the innocents. As advisor, you should have against his order!"
"Get myself beheaded?! No thanks. I rather not be Oracle Twilight! She caused a lot of problem lately because of her stupid friendship philosophy. Everyone knows that the only pony you can trust is yourself!"
"Horsecrap," Rainbow and Sunset muttered angrily as they kept on watching.
"I agree. There is nothing wrong with friendship." Sunset said furiously in agreement. "If they have give it a chance more so than not, Azure Phoenix wouldn't be an evil monster."
"Right; the ponies of the present would be disgusted at this." Carrie comments in agreement. She wonders how the Mystic Ponies would feel, especially Azure Phoenix, if they were to see how they used to act right now.
"Is that so? Then, do you think she can be trusted?" Riverstrike ask Timid, challenging him.
Timid pauses a bit then he spoke, "Well... No. I supposed. But my lord trusted her a lot since they met. He considered her to be a daughter and heir to his power. She never makes mistakes. She is the key of bringing our lord victory."
Riverstrike smirked, taunting, "Is that so?"
"What do you mean?"
Coming from the dinning hall's entrance, Apollo came to Riverstrike from behind.
Apollo bows as he spoke, "My lord, I have urgent news!"
"Apollo, can't you see I'm having a guest?! What is it?!" Riverstrike demanded impatiently. What is it that is so important that Apollo would interrupt him like this?
"It's urgent!"
Riverstrike groaned, "Excuse me for the moment, Timid."
Riverstrike and Apollo exited the tent for their private discussion. Timid, curious and suspicious, slowly moved towards the entrance as he was eavesdropping on their whispered conversation.
"My lord, I'm truly concern about the arrows since Major Pinkie used them a lot." Apollo explains seriously to his lord.
Riverstrike sighs as he respond, "I don't blame her since she was defending our ship."
"Still, do you believe that Skysoar can be trusted with this task?"
"I don't know. But if he failed, then I will have his head."
Apollo gave a thought, scratching his chin as he spoke, "Hmm... My lord, perhaps we should ask our friends to help us to get the arrows."
"No. They have more important mission to deal with." Riverstrike answer sternly.
Apollo hummed, "According to the latest report Thunderbold managed to get, Admiral Cai and Pitt claimed that taking Azure's head will take some time. I fear that-!"
"Do not worry. They know what they're doing." Riverstrike then took and passed secret letter to Apollo. "They write it to me."
Apollo read it carefully. He arches an eyebrow, responding, "I see."
"So, Admiral Cai and Pitt are working with them?" Timid muttered quietly in concern. "I can't just report to Lord Azure, without the proof. I guess I need to take the letter from him first."
"What letter?" Aqua spoke from out of nowhere, startling the hell out of him as he turns to see her.
Timid yelped in shock, "What the hell?! Are you trying to scare me or something, maids?"
"Who are you calling maids?!"
"Right, none of us are maids!" Rainbow remarked then gave a boastful smirk. "We are "maid" to be awesome!"
Pinkie laughs playfully, loud enough that Riverstrike heard her and came back in, "Hee hee. Good one Dashie!"
"Timid, I see you met the tiger ladies of Tiger Clan." Riverstrike said with a smirk on his face as he glances at the girls.
"They are?" Timid spoke out, calming down while giving a nervous chuckle. He hopes his friend doesn't realize that he was listening in and suspect something.
"Sorry about their rude behaviors. Anyway, I'm done with my business. We should continue with our drinks."
"My lord; please, do not go overboard again. You almost drunk," Songbird coos her husband while nuzzling him. He is getting close to dropping down like a fly.
Riverstrike scoffed, "Whatever! I can do what I want. Come to my room!"
Riverstrike helped and dragged Timid as they were chatting and laughing happily. They're heading straight to the chief commander's quarter.
"So I wonder what letter Timid is on about." Sunset said in concern, recalling what Timid mentioned before he was startled.
"Whatever it is, must be serious." Carrie said seriously. Timid must be up to something, big time!
--------
In the middle of night time, everyone was asleep peacefully and quietly. Inside the chief commander's quarter, Riverstrike slept peacefully while Timid slowly wake up. He turned and found his childhood friend was asleep.
And just before Timid could get up, Riverstrike, still asleep, landed his right hoof on his chest. This annoyed and frustrated him. He slowly moved his hoof aside. He quickly got up and took out the secret letter from Riverstrike's sleeve.
Timid unfolded the letter as he began to read them out softly:
"We surrender to Azure Phoenix, not because of profit but out of desperation. We now have Imperial Phoenix Army entrapped in camp. Soon, we will deliver his decapitated head to you. Further reports to come...
Admrial Cai."
"What are you doing?" A voice spoke out from out of nowhere.
Timid yelped as he turned to his back. He found drunkard Riverstrike, who smiled happily and amusingly at him.
"Looks like I pull another prank on you." Riverstrike gave out a big chuckle, making Timid gave an awkward chuckle.
Timid laughed uneasily, "You always enjoy pulling pranks."
"Trust me. I'll do it again." Riverstrike mumbles. He went back to his sleep while yawned out loud. "Prank again..."
Timid scoffed, "This time, you won't."
Timid sneaked out of Water Tiger Clan's main camp. He was heading straight to the dock, where he parked his boat. As he was boarding, he got grabbed and held by Aqua. She wasn't alone. She has her friends with her.
"Where do you think you're going?" Aqua demanded suspiciously. Timid is up to something, she and her friends knows it!
"Just going back home. Nothing else! Honest!" Timid insists nervously and worried. They obviously are on to him!
"I don't believe you. I think you've stolen something from Riverstrike. Wanna give it back?" Rainbow demanded, holding a hoof out. Timid will give what he took back if he knows what's good for him!
"Right; you are his friend and friends don't steal from each other." Sunset snapped in agreement, "Unless it's for a good reason."
"But your reason isn't so good, is it?"
Timid yelped, "Please! I beg of you! I just wanna go home! That's all I want!"
"Wanna do hard way? Fine! Meet my knuckle sandwich!" Aqua snapped as she prepares to hit him hard. Timid would've been down for the count....if a familiar pony hasn't stopped it in time.
And sure enough, Songbird has arrived to the docks, interrupting the soon to be carnage, "That's enough; If he wants to go back, let him go."
"But he stole something from Riverstrike!" Sandbar protests in alarm to Songbird.
"Right; Pony can't let evil pony go." Yona said in agreement.
"It doesn't matter. Lord Riverstrike will understand his situation. Let him go home." Songbird demanded sternly, tapping one hoof onto the pier.
Aqua was annoyed and angered as she reluctantly let go of Timid.
"Thank you, my lady. Thank you so much." Timid said, bowing in respect to the mare. Looks like he has fooled her big time!
Timid boarded his ship as he rowed and headed off now. Aqua and her friends turned to Songbird.
"What was that about?! He stole a letter from Riverstrike!" Aqua scowls in protests to Songbird. How could she be so stupid to let him go like that and take something that could spell the end?
"Right, what gives?" Sunset ask Songbird in disbelief. "What if that letter has important information!"
"We already made a lot of mistakes, some less than others." Applejack remarks with a scowl.
Songbird smiled strangely as she spoke, "That's the idea. It's what my husband wanted Timid to do."
"Huh? Mind saying that again?"
"Wait. You mean you let this happened on purpose?" Rainbow asks as she arches an eyebrow at this.
Riverstrike arrived to the docks, smiling as he explains, "Indeed. It's part of my plan."
"I don't get it..."
----------------------------
In early morning, Skysoar is set sail to find and collect the arrows. He invited Saber, Sam, Ben, Starlight, Rarity, Applejack, Yona and Sandbar for his mission. They're now inside the strawed ship-like, and it was filled with some scarecrows. As the strawed fleet sailed out, the rest of 20 strawed ships also followed it.
The strawed fleets have now entered the fog, which could led them to nowhere.
While Skysoar remained relax and calm, the rest of his allies were uneasy, worried and scared. The strategist took a sip of his drink enjoyably and slowly. Everyone remained silent as they're waiting for his answer. He did not reply.
Sandbar scratches his mane, puzzled as he spoke, "I just don't get it. What exactly are we doing?"
"Right, darling; He should be doing something right now." Rarity said suspiciously.
"Well, he should do something!" Sam exclaims impatiently. "At this rate, our world would end before his war could!"
Starlight hummed, "Where have I seen this before? I know read it from somewhere..."
Ben nodded as he adds, "Yeah, me too."
Sam scoffed as he grabbed the scarecrow, "Mr. Scarecrow, this fellow won't tell me a thing of what's going on! Heck, he even drags me to trouble for no reason." He then grabbed and held cup. "Well, you and I are gonna enjoy our drinks."
"Uh, scarecrows don't talk." Starlight points out awkwardly to Sam.
"Yeah, but still!"
As the strawed ships entered the fog, Sandbar noticed something ahead of them. He looked shock and worried.
"Ah... Guys, why are we entering the Imperial Phoenix territory?" Sandbar asks nervously. If Azure's forces see them, they're bucked!
"Wait, he's right!" Yona gasps in horror. "Pony's crazy!"
"Why are we going in there?!" Rarity screeches like a wild harpy. "We're going to be dead! Oh, I wish I got my fainting couch right now!"
Sam yelped, "Don't tell me you're gonna surrender to them, Mr. Scarecrow?!"
Yona gulped, "Yak heard that Imperial Phoenix hate yaks! Yak don't want to die!"
"Yona, Yona calm down." Starlight said hugging the horrified yak. "Skysoar must have a reason for this."
"Right, I hope he does." Applejack said a bit nervous.
Ben spoke out clearly, "Skysoar, whatever you're doing, you'd better tell us now."
-------------------------------------------
On the Imperial Phoenix docks, the soldiers were patrolling the docks while keeping their eyes out for the enemies. On the watchtower, the guard noticed something amiss within the fog. He saw the shadowy figures that almost looked like ships.
Watchtower Guard gasped, "Enemy! Enemy ships approaching!"
Watchtower Guard rang the bells, alerting the Imperial Phoenix Army including Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt. They boarded the fleet as they set sailed out from the docks. They're heading towards the enemy ships.
Vice Admiral Pitt reports to Admiral Cai in concern, "Admiral, we mustn't get too close to the fog. It could be ambush."
Admiral Cai nodded, responding, "In that case, we just need arrows to do the job."
"Yes, admiral. Archers, to your position!"
The Imperial Phoenix Archers armed with bows while loading them up with arrows. They all aiming theirs at the enemy ships. They're now in offense positions.
"Do not fire until I give the command!" Admiral Cai orders sternly to his troops.
-------------------------------------------
BANG! The Water Tiger Marines began beating the war drums, shocking and scaring Sam, Ben and his friends while Skysoar remained calm and firm.
Applejack covers her ears, screaming, "Oh boy! That's not good!"
Rarity screamed, "We're gonna die!"
"Skysoar? Skysoar!" Starlight calls out frantically. "You better tell us your plan!"
"How could you stand there, being so calm," Sandbar yelps out to Skysoar, noticing his position.
"Mr. Scarecrow, stop banging the drums now! Are you trying to get us killed or something?!" Sam yells out to the scarecrow frantically.
Skysoar spoke out calmly to his allies, "I assure you. They will not come because they feared the fog may covered the ambush."
"Oh! Now you decide to talk with me?!"
"Right, Skysoar, this is serious!" Ben exclaims seriously to Skysoar. "If we die here, I will never see Twilight again!"
"Or any of our other friends to boot," Sunset exclaims in agreement.
"Yona not understand. Are we fighting or are hiding?" Yona spoke out in worry yet puzzlement. They should be fighting the enemy and yet they are hiding instead.
Skysoar smiled, explaining, "More like asking them to shoot at us. All ships line up!"
20 strawed ships lined up while facing to the large Imperial Phoenix fleet.
Everyone else screams out at once, "WHAT?! Are you kidding me?!"
"Okay, there is confidence and plain stupidity!" Applejack exclaims frantically. "We're going to get clobbered!"
Right, at least let us in on this whole thing and we can play along!" Starlight exclaims in agreement with her friend.
"Everyone, remain calm. I have the plan." Skysoar said calmly to his allies. He seems confident for some reason. What is he even up to?
Sam groaned, "No, you don't." Skysoar smiled slyly. "You wouldn't!"
"Fire!"
Sam screamed, "Are you out of your mind?!"
-------------------------------------------
As ordered, the Water Tiger Soldiers released the volleys of arrows straight to the Imperial Phoenix Fleet. Instead of hitting the targets, they missed. This caused Imperial Phoenix Soldiers laughed amusingly and loudly.
Admiral Cai calms himself down enough to give out the first order, "Let's show them the means of volley; FIRE!"
As ordered, the Imperial Phoenix Archers fired their volleys of arrows through the fog, which hit the strawed ships; this shocked and scared most of ponies to scream and panic in fear. Skysoar remained calm and firm as always.
"Okay, I want to abandon ship right now, right now!" Rarity exclaims frantically as she prepares to jump ship right now.
"But yak still can't swim!" Yona protests frantically. She isn't in the mood to jump into the water with no way of swimming!
"And even then, they will pick us off in the water!" Sunset exclaims frantically as well.
"Someone help us!" Sam screams out like a mad pony.
Skysoar sighed, "What part of 'remain calm' do they not understand?"
------------
After Timid returned to the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp, he shown the secret letter to Azure Phoenix, who was both shock and anger yet suspicious of the letter. He has summoned both his officers and advisors including Twilight's friends for discussion.
Azure Phoenix was having hard time to believe about Admiral Cai's betrayal. He wanted to vent his anger and kill him, but also heeding Twilight's instruction to avoid catastrophe.
Azure Phoenix growls out, "I don't believe this! This secret letter is no doubt turning us against each other!"
Timid bows down nervously, "With all due respect, my lord. I don't believe that Riverstrike is capable of copying pony's hoofwriting."
"Whether this is a trick or not, we must access edthe situation carefully." Woren insists sternly. They can't afford to make a mistake.
Snaptrap nodded, adding, "We must follow Oracle Twilight's instruction. If what she said is true, there could be disaster to our military navy."
"Or worse, we could be dealing with mutiny. We can't let that happen." Navy added in worried.
"One false move can and will cost us the war or anything else."
"Anything else you want to report, Timid?" Azure asks Timid, trying to calm down from the revelation.
Timid explains, "Other than letter, I heard that Riverstrike and his allies are getting arrows from their friends here. I suspect that is Twilight's friends."
"Impossible!" Navy yells out angrily. "How in the hell are they able to do that?!"
"And how would they even do so with us keeping a close eye on them!" Snaptrap yells out furiously. "I say we punished them right now!"
Bullhound however spoke up in defense, "My lord. They haven't done anything wrong! I oversee it."
Clawdestroyer nodded, agreeing, "Gallus was with me for training the army while Silverstream assisted Blazefist in navy training. Dr. Fluttershy was too busy with treating the patients. Spike and Nyx are with you. None of them tried to deliver the arrows to our enemies."
Azure Phoenix scratches his chin with one hoof, admitting, "That is true..."
"My lord, perhaps we should question the admirals." Bladestrike suggests to his lord while bowing. If they want to confirm the betrayal, best to do so before anything else goes wrong.
Strikespel agrees, saying, "Master Bladestrike, to confirm our concerns and fears, we must confront them before we deal with them."
Azure Phoenix nodded, ordering, "Summon Cai and Pitt for questioning!"
"My lord, they're both still training the navy." Blazefist reminds his lord of his. The two in question are training the navy at this moment. It may be a while for them to be brought in.
"Laxtinct, bring me the surrender letter now. Comparing them will tell us if they're fakes or not."
Laxtinct saluted, exclaiming, "Yes, sir!" He then begins shuffling and searching through his pocket. He passed the surrender letter to Azure Phoenix. "Here you go!"
Azure Phoenix levitated the letters as he looked carefully on them for comparison. As he inspecting the letters carefully, he groaned in anger while his face was burning in red as he crushed the surrender letter.
Spike gulped, "I don't like that look of his."
"Yeah, don't I know it." Nyx said in agreement. When Azure gets mad, he REALLY gets mad.
Azure Phoenix spoke out darkly, "So, Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt are indeed traitors..."
This will not go well at all....
--------------------
Skysoar's crew continued banging the war drums as loud as they can. They annoyed and frustrated Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt to waste in shooting the arrows through the fog in hitting their strawed fleet.
Eventually, Ben and his teammates managed to calm themselves down, thanks to Skysoar's suggestion for using scarecrows as their shields.
As the volley of arrows continued shooting and dropping on the strawed ships, all of them are filled with more than 10,000 arrows. This has pleased Ben and his allies.
"That is enough. We can return home now." Skysoar said thoughtfully. He then turned to his friend to give out the next command, "Cheers!"
"Skysoar, you sly fox! You really outdid yourself again!" Sam laughs out eagerly. He now can see what his friend was up to.
-------------------------------------------
As ordered, the Alliance Fleet halted beating the war drums as they turned and sailed back to their territory now.
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt were amused and pleased that they have drove the enemies back.
Admiral Cai chuckles cruelly, "Well done. Those fools will think twice of what they're doing. Return to our post!"
Vice Admiral Pitt nodded as he gives out the orders, "Return to your post!"
As ordered, the Imperial Phoenix Navy returned and sailed back to their docks.
-------------------------------------------
Inside the cockpit, Skysoar smiled happily and proudly as he and his allies emerged out. They found themselves at the clear sky with sun. They got out of the fog, and sailing back to their home.
Skysoar taunted, "Thank you, Prime Minister Phoenix!"
"Yeah, thank you for NOT being a friend!" Sandbar laughs out eagerly.
"Yeah, he has no idea that he fell for a big ploy." Applejack jokes happily.
Sam laughed, "This is incredible! We have more than 100,000 arrows for sure!"
Starlight gasped, "Of course! By using the fog, the enemy troops wouldn't dare to come because of ambush, so they have to shoot the arrows at the strawed boats, which are strong enough to held them tight."
Ben laughed, "Borrowing the arrows. Nice!"
"So, how did you know about the fog, Mr. Skysoar?" Sandbar asked Skysoar curiously.
Skysoar grins as he explains, "A clear Milky Way and snaking clouds signal fog is near. If you know how the nature works, then it'll become greatest asset to your advantage."
"Of course; that Pegasus always do something like that." Rarity scoffs off in amusement.
"Yaks spend time in cold, but never figures out how nature works." Yona said with a grin, "Clever pony!"
Sam laughed, "Truly incredible, my friend. Truly incredible! No wonder your brother considers you to be better than him."
Skysoar smiled, chuckling, "I'm just good at it. That is all."
Unknown to Ben and his allies, who were sailing back to their base, one ship was left behind and drifting towards the Imperial Phoenix dock.
-----------------
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt have returned from the battlefield. They climbed down from the ramp. They then found Azure Phoenix and his army stood before him. 
The admirals were surprised and shocked to see their lord was here. They put their armors properly. They then approached and bowed before him.
Admiral Cai spoke out calmly, "My lord, we appreciate of you to come and see us, but I believed that a small victory deserve this."
"Small victory; how many troops did the enemy send?" Azure Phoenix demanded sternly to his soon to be former admiral.
Vice Admiral Pitt bows as he admits, "Forgive us, my lord. We could not see because of the fog. But we repel them by firing 100,000 arrows at them."
"Is that so? Why did you not pursue them?"
"Forgive us. We feared the fog might cover some ambush, so we did not pursue." Admiral Cai explains calmly to Azure Phoenix. He and Pitt have no idea that they have fallen for a ploy.
"You know? I can't help but to think that you're hiding something." Azure Phoenix snapped sternly, much to the two's concern. They don't like his tone of voice at all.
And just before Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt could explain, there heard some shouts from left bank. Everyone turned to the direction, where Laxtinct and his soldiers brought the strawed boat to the dock. Laxtinct picked up and thrown a scarecrow before them.
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt were in shock of what they just saw. The rest of Imperial Phoenix Army chatted and muttered in concern about it. Timid smirked proudly as he has proven right.
Admiral Cai nervously begins to speak, "My lord, I-!"
"Can't you tell the difference between soldiers and scarecrow?!" Azure Phoenix spoke out. His tone became angry. "100,000 arrows?" Now his tone is that of fury. "You two are truly imbeciles!"
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt bowed down, begging, "Forgive us, my lord!"
"Today, it's arrows." Azure Phoenix scowls as his tone became fury. He thrown the secret letter down adding, "So, tomorrow will be my head, am I right?!"
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt were shocked and confused. They both picked it up while reading it. They both became shock and scared.
Admiral Cai spoke out in protest, "T-This is the work of enemy! Riverstrike is turning us against each other!"
Vice Admiral Pitt nodded fearfully, protesting, "We have nothing to do with this! Honest! No spy of ours could be stupid enough to-!"
"SILENCE,” Azure Phoenix roared out in a fury so great, you better be quiet or risk his wrath.
The Imperial Phoenix Army yelped in concern to hear his tone of fury.
"Uh oh; He's angry now." One soldier mumbles to another in fright.
"I know. Those two are dead." Another soldier mumbles in agreement. The others soldiers kept quiet out of fear that Azure will hear them and put their heads on the chopping block.
"I trust and honor talented ponies, but there is one thing I have despised the most - deceivers and traitors! Guards," Azure Phoenix screams out in fury.
The executioners have arrived as they grabbed and held Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt tightly. The admirals pleaded and begged for their lives.
Azure Phoenix thus gave the command, "Off with their heads!"
Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt screams out futilely, "My lord, please! Don't do this! I served faithfully to you! I am honest! I give my life for you!"
The executioners dragged and moved the admirals to the docks. Azure Phoenix was just too furious and angry to listen to reason. He turned and found Ratio, who has returned from the farm to get noodle ingredients.
"What is going on," Ratio spoke out in alarm upon seeing the execution is about to take place.
Azure Phoenix spoke out sternly to him, "I'm executing both admirals for deceiving and betraying me. Twilight was wrong about them."
"What?!"
"I know. Twilight lied to me! She wants me dead, so she can reunite with her friends! When I get back home, I'm going to punish her!"
"I'm not talking about that! I'm talking about executing the admirals! Without them, who's leading the navy or even predict the weather?! Without them, we're doom!" Ratio spoke out in alarm. He's right. With Cai and Pitt dead, there's no one to lead the navy or predict the weather! They got no chance!
Azure Phoenix looked shocked and concern as he realized the mistakes, "Halt!"
SLASH! It was too late. Azure Phoenix slowly turned his head as he found the executioners have executed both admirals. He became shock and concern as he realized of his mistakes.
"W-What have I done?" Azure Phoenix spoke out quietly and in horror. He has made a huge HUGE mistake.
"You doomed all of us. Twilight foretold the catastrophe!" Ratio explains as he picked up the secret letter. "This is the fake letter! This is not Cai's letter!"
Azure Phoenix shocked answers, "How can you tell?"
"I have sharped eyes to know the writing difference. This is Riverstrike's hoofwriting. He tricked you. Now, we're finished..."
"No... No... Noooooooooooo!"
Azure Phoenix screamed in anger and fury, shocking and scaring his army off. They have never see him lose his calm demeanor.
"Wow. He really lost it...": Smolder mumbles to her friends.
"Tell me about it." Silverstream said in fright. "I don't like him when he's this way."
"He deserved it." Gallus mumbles quietly. Azure Phoenix deserved this karma all right.
-------------
Skysoar and his allies have returned to the Red Cliff Fortress. Apollo, Warpath and their soldiers have arrived at the docks, where they helped unloading and carrying the pack of arrows into the fortress. Anchor was counting down the pack of arrows as he was making sure they're accounted for. The rest of their allies have gathered and witnessed Skysoar's latest success. Ben and his team regroup with Rainbow and her friends.
"It's been one crazy day, isn't it?" Ben asked amusingly.
Rarity huffed in annoyance, "By crazy, you mean, almost get killed by volley of arrows in the fog?! Yes, it is!"
“Well, could be worst. We could’ve been killed by the enemy.”
“Well, right. I will give you that, Ben.”
Rainbow nodded a bit, "I supposed so. But I still don't get why would Riverstrike and his wife let that chicken get away with the letter? I mean it's supposed to be secret and important."
Starlight hummed thoughtfully, "Good question. He must have some kind of plans..."
“Well, he must have some reason.” Ben said thoughtfully as he scratches his chin.
“We should ask him….”
"I'm sure we'll find out soon," Sunset said calmly.
"That's odd?" Anchor's voice said in surprise, attracted Ben and his friends to turn to the veteran Diamond Dog. They all approached and checked on him, who just finished counting the arrows. He scratched his chin while hummed thoughtfully, "I thought there could be more of them. I only counted them 97,000 arrows..."
"That's impossible! That can't be less than 100,000! It should have been more!" Sam protested in concern.
“Did Pinkie use a lot of arrows too much again?” Rarity asks in annoyance.
“No, she wouldn’t be that silly more than once.” Starlight said in Pinkie’s defense.
Anchor hummed in concern while looking at the fortress's entrance, where it was completely empty, "Believe it or not. That's the final count. There's no more arrows..."
Sam hissed, "What are we gonna do now?"
“We should to keep Skysoar safe.” Starlight said in concern.
“Right, otherwise….” Rarity begins to agree but Anchor cuts her off.
Anchor sighed, "No. Once he gave his word and sign on the gambit document, he has to face consequence..."
“Hoo boy. This isn’t cool.” Ben said with a deep frown. “Skysoar is going to meet his death very soon.”
“Worst yet, we can’t do a thing about it.” Sunset comments sadly.
-------------------------------------------
At the training area, Lady Marvel has invented a new weapon called repeated-arrow firing crossbow for both armies to train and use in firing at the targets. She and her husband were helping and teaching them of how to use the new weapons. Virtue Dragon, Courage Tiger, Riverstrike and the rest of their allies have arrived and checked on Skysoar while witnessing him helping teach and train the soldiers with new weapons.
"I see you didn't waste time from training soldiers with new inventions," Riverstrike commented in pleasant, "Quite impressive for a strategist and politician."
Skysoar fanned his fan on him while laughed a bit, "Not really. I was just killing my bore time when I'm done with my tasks, that is all. Inventing new weapons and technology are my hobbies."
Riverstrike smiled, "I see. And I thought music is your hobby."
"My lord!" Sam called as he and his allies have arrived.
"Let me guess. Not enough?" Riverstrike asked dryly.
Virtue Dragon and his allies especially Ben and his team became scared and worried. Courage Tiger looked worried about the latest situation.
"97,000 arrows," Sam answered uneasily and nervously. Riverstrike looked unimpressed and annoyed. He cleared his throat, "My lord, it's only less than 3,000. It should be suffice for the army to use arrows."
"Wrong." Riverstrike said firmly, "When Skysoar make a promise, I expect him to keep it. And since he did complete his task, what must we do?"
Skysoar sighed while calmly fanned on him again, "So, what must be done?"
Everyone was in shock and concern to hear what Riverstrike has demanded. Virtue Dragon and his allies, nervous and worried for Skysoar's life, slowly unsheathed their swords and readied them for the fight. Courage Tiger also doesn't like it, so he has to wait for anyone to say the word before he could protest while the rest of his officers did the same thing as well.
"Come on, guys. Let's not be hasty..." Rainbow said in concern.
Aqua nodded, "Please, Riverstrike. Don't do this!"
“Right, you can’t kill a pony just for not keeping a promise. Even Pinkie wouldn’t go that far!”
“Think before doing this now!”
While Sam was still nervous and worried to speak up, Anchor noticed some troops have just enter from the docks. And to his both surprise and annoyance, he furiously found them holding another pack of arrows.
"Idiots! What the hell have you been up to?!" Anchor barked angrily, scaring the soldiers. He growled, "Never mind! Put them with the rest of arrows."
The soldiers yelped in fear as they quickly moved out while carrying the arrows with them. Virtue Dragon and his allies sighed in relief that Skysoar has indeed completed his mission.
"This is great!" Sam exclaimed in relief, "Now, we truly have 120,000 arrows! Mr. Intellect has completed his mission."
"Yes, indeed, I have," Skysoar said calmly and firmly. He turned and looked at Riverstrike, "What about you? Have you completed yours?"
Everyone went in silent again as they looked at each other before looking at Riverstrike, who remained firm and calm, standing still. They have forgotten about his bet, involving of killing both Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt.
Sam yelped, "Skysoar! W-we only just joking around! I don't think this is serious!"
"Is it?" Skysoar asked dryly.
Riverstrike scoffed as he unsheathed his sword, "Of course not. I must honor the deal. My lord, punish me! And for any reason, anyone else must not interfere the execution, even you, my lord."
Courage Tiger was in shock and concern by Riverstrike's willing to go through with it. He reluctantly grabbed the sword as he readied to execute his brother's best friend and brother figure. The rest of his officers and soldiers were deeply shocked and worried. Wanting to protest and plead for Riverstrike's life, they were forced to obey their Commander-in-Chief's order. Virtue Dragon and his allies were in shock and concern. Skysoar remained firm and calm.
"Hey, isn't this a bit much?" Saber asked in concern, "Let's just forget about the bet for once. Call it even?"
Ben nodded, "He's right. Let's think about something else. Like not involving 'executing'."
“Yeah, this is bucking ridiculous!” Rainbow exclaims frantically.
“Wait until the next part of this story!” Pinkie exclaims randomly, confusing some of the others.
“Stop with the randomness right now, Pinks!”
Suddenly, Lady Marvel spotted a pigeon flying towards her. She grabbed it. She took a piece of paper out. While reading the note carefully, she quickly passed it to her husband, who also read it as well.
"Well, this is the surprise of the event," Skysoar commented. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "Azure Phoenix has executed Admiral Cai and Vice Admiral Pitt."
Everyone was in shock and surprised by the latest event. They wondered of why would Azure Phoenix executed his own admirals. Realized something amiss, they turned and looked at Riverstrike, who smiled slyly and amusingly. Skysoar smirked as well. They awed in realization and surprise.
"I still don't get it," Pinkie commented.
Starlight sighed, "Pinkie! Both of them have predicted each other's strategy! Skysoar predicted the arrival of fog without Pegasi's help and collecting arrows by 120,000. So, Riverstrike purposely write down on the letter, making it like it came from Admiral Cai especially involving the arrows and Azure's life. Because of Skysoar's strategy, Azure killed his own admirals."
"In other words, Riverstrike tricked Azure Phoenix to do it," Ben concluded.
“Ah ha!” Pinkie exclaims, holding a hoof in victory. “That’s what you got in mind a few paragraphs or so ago!”
“So you convinced Azure into killing his allies.” Ben said thoughtfully. “He must not have been happy about it.”
“Hey, after all the horse crap he pulled on us lately since he took Twilight from us, he deserved it.” Rainbow mumbled furiously.
“War is hell. As one would say.”
Courage Tiger sighed as he returned the sword to Riverstrike, "Honestly, Riverstrike! Your pranks sometimes scared me half of death! You know I hate that a lot."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I agreed. Same goes to you, Skysoar. The gambit is very unnecessary."
“But seriously? Don’t scare us like that again.” Rainbow groans a bit to Riverstrike.
“Right. I can’t get anymore scares.”
"Well, all I can say one thing," Sam said calmly, "You both are truly talented military genius. Impressive."
Skysoar smiled, "Either way, we have completed our missions. Azure Phoenix will be no doubt gone crazy and lose his tantrum for three straight days."
"Indeed," Riverstrike agreed before sighed, "Pity. I'm gonna miss Timid..."
-------------------------------------------
A day later, Azure Phoenix has recovered from losing his tantrum after the death of his admirals. He and his officials are having feast at the tent. While most of them are enjoying their meal, they also kept their guard up while keeping their eyes on their lords, hoping he hasn't gone mad.
Azure Phoenix sighed before taking a sip of his drink, "I admit it. I was rash and foolish to judge on ponies, without giving some thoughts. So, tell me, do I look like a mad pony?"
"No, my lord!" Imperial Phoenix Officers protested in concern.
Strikespell sighed, "Father, you must take it easy. Don't push yourself hard over the mistake you've make."
Azure Phoenix chuckled, "Do not worry, my son. I'll be fine. In fact, I'm feeling great now. Timid Magenta?"
"My lord?" Timid asked curiously.
"Since you have served me well for five months, I believed that you deserve the reward," Azure Phoenix said calmly. He turned and looked at Silverstream, "Sergeant Silverstream, pass the drink to him."
Silverstream nodded happily as she brought and passed the cup of wine to Timid, who looked excited and happy. He took it up. He bowed, "Thank you, my lord."
Timid took a big sip of his drink. After drinking his wine, he yelped in shock as he felt something funny in his throat. And just before anyone could ask, he spitted some blood on his meal and drinks, scaring everyone except Azure Phoenix and Strikespell out. And just before they could ask, Timid fell to the ground motionlessly. Everyone was in shock and scared of what they just saw.
Strikespell sighed, "Looks like you won't live long, Timid. How disappointed..."
"W-What just happen?!" Laxtinct asked in fear.
"Silverstream, what did you do?!" Blazefist demanded.
Silverstream gasped, "Wait! Wait! I didn't do it! Honest! I didn't kill him! I didn't put poison in it!"
"I did," Azure Phoenix said darkly, shocking his officers and Silverstream. He turned and glared at Timid, "You are truly useless advisor. You not only cost me my admirals, but also ruining the perfect strategy that Twilight has built for me to use! Now, the enemies are planning to take us down."
Spike gulped, "Okay. It's official. I'm freaking out!"
“That explains why it’s not a good idea to piss him off.” Silverstream added nervously. “If you don’t mind the language.”
“We deal with worst. Trust me.”
"Pass my next order!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed angrily. Everyone turned and faced to him. He continued, "I appoint both Blazefist and Silverstream as both admiral and vice admiral of the navy since they received the training from Admiral Cai. I want the army's preparation to be done within three days! We must take down Red Cliff and capture both Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger alive! No more delays!"
"MY LORD!" Everyone exclaimed in concern.
Gallus hissed while muttered in concern to Silverstream, "We've gotta get Smolder, Ocellus and Tigress out now."
Silverstream nodded fearfully, "Yeah. We have to find them now."
-------------------------------------------
"By the order of Prime Minister, the army's preparation must be made within three days! We must invade and conquer Red Cliff! Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger must be captured alive, no matter the cost! Delays will not be accepted!" The announcer announced firmly.
The Imperial Phoenix Army quickly make their final preparation for the invasion. The blacksmiths were building and sharpening the weapons. The soldiers trained very hard, as well as making final preparation for the invasion. The marines were moving and loading up both supplies and weapons into the ships at once. They cannot afford to delay especially when Azure Phoenix is angry after the death of his admirals.
Tigress, Ocellus and Smolder has witnessed everything. They became uneasy and worried.
"This isn't good," Tigress said in concern, "We have to get back home now."
“Yeah. They need to know what’s going on.” Smolder added seriously.
"Ocellus, return to home and tell them everything about it," Tigress said firmly.
"Me? What about you?" Ocellus asked.
"You're the changeling. You can turn into animals and escape. For us, we will find another way. Now go," Tigress said firmly.
Smolder nodded firmly, "Don't worry about us. We'll be fine."
Ocellus hissed as she transformed into a pigeon. She then flew off at once. She was flying straight back to Red Cliff Fortress. Spotting some soldiers coming from the cornered tent, both Tigress and Smolder quickly leave at once, avoiding them being spotted and found by the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. Everywhere they have gone to, they almost got cornered and trapped by them. They came back to the small tent, where both of them got grabbed and dragged inside.
Within the camp, Tigress and Smolder found both Silverstream and Gallus were inside. All of them sighed in relief.
"Guys, you have to get back to your base now," Silverstream exclaimed in concern.
Tigress nodded firmly, "We know. But problem is we're stuck here." Silverstream passed ad placed her jewel around Smolder. She looked confuse and concern, "What is that?"
"Silverstream! It's your pendant! I can't take it!" Smolder exclaimed in concern.
"You have to," Silverstream said in concern, "I can't keep it with me for too long. Azure is already know about my pendant! He's gonna use it to turn all of his ponies into Seaponies!"
"The what?!" Tigress asked in confusion.
Gallus sighed, "The Seaponies are the best pony swimmers that can travel and swim across the sea. If Imperial Phoenix used this pendant on his soldiers, they'll be too fast and swift for your navy to stop and beat them especially in surprise."
"But this is your family heirloom." Smolder insisted.
Silverstream smiled as she hugged Smolder, "And I'm trusting you to take care of it. Can you do it?"
Smolder was uncertain and reluctant as she sighed, "Fine. I'll give it back when we get out of here."
Gallus nodded, "You'd better go now. We'll find a way to make excuse."
Smolder nodded firmly. She grabbed and held Tigress close to her. She then held the pendent in activating its powers. They both transformed into two pigeons. They all flapped their wings as they began to fly and escaped the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp. Gallus and Silverstream did was watched and hoped that they escaped and returned to Red Cliff Fortress in time. Two pigeons managed to regroup with Ocellus, who was few miles away from the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp.
"Smolder? Tigress? Is that you?" Ocellus asked in surprise. Smolder and Tigress nodded firmly. She looked and noticed the pendant Smolder was wearing. She gasped, "Is that-?"
Smolder nodded, "Yeah. It is. I have to keep it safe for now."
Tigress groaned, "You couldn't have turn me into an eagle or something?"
"So, we become roasted chicken?!" Smolder asked in annoyance, "Not a chance! I hate being a chicken especially Silverstream turn me into one for a stupid project of hers!"
"Seriously?"
"You don't want to know," Ocelus said calmly.
-------------------------------------------
Back at the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp, Azure Phoenix and his allied officers have arrived at the medical tent. They were checking on Fluteheart, hoping she is getting better. As they entered the tent, they witnessed many ponies were still sick and weakened from seasickness. They then approached to Fluttershy, who was feeding Fluteheart with some hot mushroom soup. Fluteheart sighed calmly. She groaned in pain as she slowly lied down on her bed.
"How is she?" Strikespell asked in concern.
Fluttershy sighed, "She's stable for now. But I still think that you should retreat now. If you keep pushing the soldiers too hard, they won't get better."
Bladestrike sighed, "She is right, my lord. Without Cai and Pitt, we're defenseless against the enemies. There is no telling what kind of tactics the enemies are using against us."
"He's right again," Blazefist said in annoyance, "Not even me and Silverstream can lead the navy, sir."
"So, what's next?" Laxtinct asked in concern.
Azure Phoenix hummed in concern yet uncertain. He approached to Fluteheart. He helped get her up. He asked, "My dear daughter-in-law, are you alright?"
Fluteheart sighed, "Forgive, my lord. If only I hadn't been sick, I would have fight for your son's side! I would tear them apart."
"Don't push too much, my dear. Your health is more important than my sake. I will not risk it. You and my son should return to home. You will get better."
"But my lord-!" 
"That is an order." Azure Phoenix said firmly. He turned and looked at his son, who nodded in understanding. He continued, "I know all of you are tired and struggle to fight on. All of you want to go home. I too want to go home, so I can retire and forget about this blood war for good. But I will say this. You, officers and soldiers, are my greatest treasures as my family are. I have lost two of bravest heroes among us we ever have. Rhino Armor, he's the bravest and strongest warrior I ever have since the day we met. I would give anything to have him rewarded with plowing field as Bullhound has wanted. Schemetrick, he's my true best friend I ever had. He's the only one, who understands me, trusted me and even put his faith in me to accomplish our goal. But they died too early."
Azure Phoenix gritted his teeth before continued, "Their sacrifice and death has not been in vain! They have given their lives for this land! They're depending on us for the accomplishment! We must defeated both Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger, so we can end the war! I know it will be hard and dangerous, but we must win! Not for me! Not for this empire! Not for yourself! For your friends! For your family! For your home! For them! Do it for them!" Imperial Phoenix Army was in shock and amazed. He sighed, "That is all I ask for. If you cannot, then leave..."
The Imperial Phoenix Army remained silent while looking at Azure Phoenix for the moment. Suddenly, a soldier grabbed his spear as he began to stomp it on the ground. Soon, he was followed and joined by the army of both sickened and healthy soldiers with their swords and shields, spears, pikes, bows and so on. They even began chanting firmly and proudly.
"Long live Azure Phoenix! Long live Azure Phoenix! Long live Azure Phoenix! Long live Azure Phoenix! Long Live Azure Phoenix!"
Azure Phoenix was surprised yet amazed by his soldiers' determination. He sighed happily as he was happy and proud to have such army on his side.
"Wow... They really believe in him, doesn't he?" Gallus asked.
“It shocked me that anyone like him would ended up being like he is in the present.” Silverstream added in amazement.
Fluttershy hummed, "Could this be the reason why Twilight believed in him? Is he destined to become Mystic Pony?"
-------------------------------------------
Both the Alliance of Virtue Dragon's and Courage Tiger's were gathered inside the fortress's war council chamber. They were awaiting for their friends' return after receiving the news that Azure Phoenix is making his move. Tigress, Ocellus and Smolder, returned to their normal forms, have arrived at chamber. Three of them  panted heavily as they're catching their breathe. Courage Tiger and Aqua approached to Tigress as they gave her a warm hug warmly.
"You're safe! Welcome home!" Courage Tiger exclaimed in relief.
Aqua nodded, "Yeah! That was awesome, sis!"
Tigress sighed in relief, "Yeah. No kidding. Anyway, we've got reports to make."
Skysoar nodded, "Indeed. It is time to make strategy now."
"Yes. Time to push and defeat Azure Phoenix for good," Riverstrike said firmly.
END...
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Next Chapter 28: Battle of Red Cliff (III): The Greatest Battle of Red Cliff is about to begin! However, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger must find a way to overcome the odds against Azure Phoenix and his massive navy. Two things that they need to defeat their enemy - wind and fire. Even if they do succeeded defeating the navy, will they able to defeat and capture him to end the war for good?


	
		Chapter 28: Battle of Red Cliff (III)



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]

Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 27: Battle of Red Cliff (III)

"Anticipating the great battle at hand, the Alliance of both Courage Tiger and Virtue Dragon Forces searched for any chance they might have at victory." Narrator narrated, "And so, Skysoar worked together with Riverstrike to find the solution."
After Tigress and her team made it back to home safely, all the officers of the Alliance have gathered at the war council for meeting and making strategy. Tigress provided the large roll of map involving of Imperial Phoenix campsites and navy positions. They even set the navy battlefield with chess pieces as well. All of them looked and studied carefully on both the map and chess battlefield. They were trying to find a way to defeat the enemies.
"That's sure lots of them," Saber commented in shock and concern.
"Yeah," Aqua agreed as she turned and looked at Tigress, "I can't imagine of how you girls able to get through it."
Tigress smiled, "Thanks to both Gallus and Silverstream, they covered our asses during our spying. Who knew your magic of friendship with them got us through?"
“Yeah, even though it’s sometimes can be a bit useless…it actually works this time.”
“I agree.”
"Hate to be rude or something," Smolder asked in annoyance, "How the heck are we gonna beat the crap of bad guys?!"
Courage hummed in concern as he looked at the chess battlefield carefully, "Yes. I agreed. We're truly outnumbered and outmatched against the Imperial Phoenix Army, even though we got rid of their only naval admirals."
"Yes. How do we overcome it?" Virtue asked in concern.
“Beat them up? Eat them? Send them to Tartarus?” Smolder ask sarcastically, making everyone else look at her. “Hey, just pointing out how some folks, whom I won’t named, tends to act.”
“Yeah, we won’t say who or what.”
As everyone gave some thinking about the strategy, Riverstrike and Skysoar looked and studied the battlefield map carefully. as if they're looking for clues on it. They soon noticed something about the map. They found most of naval ships are connecting to each other by strange strings-like drawing. They became intrigued and amused by it. They turned to Tigress.
"Lady Tigress, what are these scribbles? The ones that connected to each other?" Riverstrike asked curiously.
"Those? Those are the linking chains," Tigress explained while looking at the map, "According to Admiral Cai, he said that the connecting chains with each other ships helped keeping the soldiers and marines balanced and not feeling seasick. And also, they can split up the chains, allowing them to user pincer attack on the ship."
"This means we would be having hard time to take them down," Saber said in concern.
Tigress scoffed, "Let them try. We can take them down. Count on it."
“Right, anyone who tries anything, we will send them to Tartarus!” Aqua exclaims with a cheerful yell.
“Damn, looks like I influenced you all too much.” Smolder said, amazed yet at the same time concern.
“That’s how it works in war, Smolder.”
"Hold it. There's more," Skysoar said calmly. He turned and looked closely at the battlefield map. He noticed something amiss on it, "Azure Phoenix has placed himself at the dangerous positions. The area he chose is a mistake and impossible for him to use his navy to escape. And there is only one way for him to escape is through the hill."
“Oh yeah, looks like we will definitely get him!” Aqua exclaims with an eager laugh. They just need to block off his escape afterwards and he’s dead.
“Indeed, and the war will be ours.”
"But how are we gonna defeat the navy?" Virtue Dragon asked.
SNEEZE! Smolder groaned as she blew her nose hard. She snorted some smoke and a bit of fire out from her nostrils. Riverstrike and Skysoar were amused by it. They have the idea of turning the tide.
"You're thinking what I'm thinking," Riverstrike asked amusingly.
Skysoar nodded in agreement, "I do. Thank you, Smolder."
"Huh?! What?!" Smolder asked in surprise, "What did I do?"
"We shall use fire attack," Skysoar said calmly, surprising the ponies. He continued,  "And since the ships linked together, we can use that as our advantage. Our fire attacks will burn and spread across the ships. The Imperial Phoenix Navy will be destroyed for good."
"Ooh!" Everyone commented in surprise.
“Geez. I was only sneezing, didn’t think this will actually help.” Smolder said amazed yet awkward at the same time.
“Sometimes the little actions can help.” Skysoar explains calmly.
Anchor scoffed as he moved the ships towards the enemy navy, "Leave it to me. I will lead 20 small ships with lots of straws, and oils. I have the best experience with the navy when I was 12! And believe me, no one is better than me to sail the ship! Once we reach our targets, we will burnt the ship down. Once that is dealt with, the main ship shall proceed and head towards the campsite. That is where we finish our enemies off for good!"
Apollo laughed happily, "Nice work, old timer. I can't wait to see the looks of our enemies' face!"
"You've said it!" Warpath agreed, "I would like tear them to pieces! Count on it!"
“All right, so what’s the big plan here?” Aqua ask Riverstrike eagerly.
“Right, give us the word. We will do it!”
And just before Riverstrike could say anything, he felt a breeze on him. He turned and looked at the flag, which was blown from the northwest wind. He became uneasy and worried about it. He took the torch and placed it close to the ship chess, which was burning now. Everyone was confused and uncertain. They then found the fire was burning on the allied chess pieces, instead of enemies. This make everyone uneasy and worried.
"As I feared," Riverstrike said in concern, "As long as the northwest wind blows, we will burnt alive instead."
Rainbow scoffed, "Not a big deal. We, Pegasi, can turn the tide. I mean we can create clouds and storm."
“Right, this will be so simple, a Dragon could do it.” Pinkie remarks with a squee.
“Yeah….HEY!” Smolder exclaims, wondering if Pinkie was making fun of her kind or not.
"Unfortunately, we have one problem. We don't have much time," Riverstrike said in concern, "Unless..."
"I might have the idea," Skysoar said calmly and firmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "With group of Pegasi's help and ability and my conjuring spell of powerful wind storm, we will turn the southeast wind on them! I will required one night."
"Do you believe it will work?" Virtue Dragon asked.
Skysoar sighed, "I admit it. This is one spell I have never perform before. But it's the only idea we have."
Riverstrike nodded, "Agreed. The enemy will launch the invasion sooner or later. We can't afford to wait."
"It's a long shot, but we need it now," Ben said firmly and calmly.
“Right, the sooner we take them down, the sooner we will get Twilight and our pals back.” Rainbow said with an eager smile. Ben and the rest of his friends nodded in approval….although some of the past ponies have looks that said otherwise.
Courage and Virtue Dragon looked at each other. They nodded firmly. Virtue Dragon spoke, "Skysoar, good luck on conjuring the wind storm spell."
"You two as well, my friends. My father and brother believed you both can handle it." Courage said to both Riverstrike and Anchor, "We're counting on you three."
"Lord! Riverstrike, Skysoar and Anchor reported firmly.
"And what if they tried to escape?" Aqua asked in concern.
Saber nodded in agreement as he was looking at the battlefield map. He looked at the mountain and forest, "If his navy get burnt and destroyed, then he will make an escape through there."
Everyone groaned in annoyance an frustration. Skysoar remained calm and firm, "We won't let him get away. I can assure you for that."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "If you say so. Let's hope we can capture him before he could escaped."
“Okay, we ready for this?” Ben ask the others who nodded and mumbled in agreement.
“Come on, we got some flank to beat!” Rainbow exclaims excitedly and in determination.
"Let's bloo this!" Pinkie cheered happily. Everyone groaned in annoyance. She yelped, "Sorry! I mean let's do this!"
--------------------------------------------
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon's and Courage Tiger's are making serious preparation for their great battle of Red Cliff. Anchor worked with Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe and Trip of creating and making the fire explosive devices, which only can be used for fire attack on the navy ships. Apollo and Hammerod led the soldiers gathering and loading up lots of straws, oil pots  into smaller ships. Blade Dragoon, Warpath and Dragonspear helped and trained the Alliance Soldiers for the serious battle. Skysoar ordered his soldiers to gather both ingredients and items for making preparation for prayer. Ben and his friends are helping them out as they hoped that they can end the war very soon and rescue their friends from Imperial Phoenix Army.
--------------------------------------------
At the Jing Province's Palace, Twilight was inside the study room as she was studying some languages. She then received reports from Anger, Armorhide and Strict Stalker. She became shock and scared, as well as worry. As much as she wanted to be happy and relieved that her friends are coming to save her and others, she doesn't want Azure Phoenix to die yet because she wanted to know how and why he was able to turn into Mystic Pony. She sighed as she turned and looked at the generals.
"This is bad, really bad," Twilight said in concern.
"I don't understand..." Armorhide asked in concern.
Twilight explained, "Without the admirals to help Azure Phoenix, the Imperial Phoenix Army won't stand a chance to win."
"That's preposterous!" Strict Stalker protested angrily, "No one can defeat and destroy our navy force!"
Twilight sighed, "Not if both Skysoar and Riverstrike comes up with a strategy that could destroy his force and kill him!" Three generals gasped in shock and concern. She continued, "If the northwest wind changed, the fire attack will spread and destroy the ship. He has nowhere to escape but ran through the forest and hills to get here safely."
"No..." Anger said in concern, "We must do something! Azure Phoenix is the only warlord, who can bring order and peace to our land, not these rebels! I will not let them destroy our effort especially Rhino Armor's and Schemetrick's! Theirs must not be in vain!"
"We will," Twilight said firmly, "Listen closely. It's a very dangerous gambit."
Twilight began to explain her plans to Anger, Armorhide and Strict Stalker. They became shocked and concerned about hers as they felt that her plan may prove to be risky but also the only way to save Azure Phoenix. What must they do?
--------------------------------------------
Inside the Water Tiger Main Camp, Courage Tiger and his allies including Rainbow, Rarity, Sunset, Ocellus, Yona and Carrie were gathered for some more discussion about the latest situation and also making next plans.
"The preparation for the assault is complete," Apollo said firmly, "We're ready to attack. But..."
"I am still having doubts that we can win," Thunderbold said in concern, "I doubt the wind will change. Not even Pegasi can do that. It will take lots of Pegasi and also having large amount of energy and determination to do so."
"That's not the only thing we should be worry," Hammerrod added, "If the wind do change, Anchor will lead the fire attack ships. But I fear the enemies will try to prevent him from succeeding his mission. Unless we lowered their guard down, we might not have the chance."
Everyone chatted and muttered in concern. Pirate Scythe scoffed, "I've got one. Why don't I can go and sneak around to sabotage their weapons and ships, so Anchor will go and do his job."
Trip scoffed, "If that will kills you for good."
"What was that?!" Pirate Scythe demanded angrily.
"Enough, both of you!" Thunderbold scolded angrily and sternly.
"My lord, I have the idea," Anchor asked firmly and calmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "I can fake a defection. I'll invent some excuses,so you can punish me with 50 lashes. I'll then fake my surrender in anger, so Azure Phoenix will believe and allow me. And that's when I can set sail on my fire attack ship in range at his navy!"
Everyone gasped in shock and concern of what they just heard. Anchor can't be serious!
"But that could kill you!" Sam exclaimed in concern.
Hammerod nodded in agreement, "And not to mention, you won't able to perform your duty! You mustn't do this!"
"You must not do this!" Scarblade pleaded.
“Yeah, the idea will ended up with you killed and Azure Phoenix winning this!” Courage protests in alarm.
“Right, please rethink this!” Rarity insists frantically.
Anchor scoffed, "I have served three generations from Lord Claw Tiger to Lord Brave Tiger and now, Lord Courage Tiger. I would gladly to give my life for them! I will not let anyone come and destroy my home."
"Anchor..." Courage said in shock and concern.
"I appreciate your dedication, but I will not accept the idea," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly, shocked and disappointed Anchor. He approached to the old humanoid bulldog. He patted him, "Like they said, if you have serious and real beatings on your back, you won't make it out of life. I will never treat my generals that way."
Though touched, Anchor spoke in concern, "But my lord..."
"Do not worry, Anchor, the wind will come. Once you hit the first and second wave of navy; then Apollo, Scarblade and Thunderbold will lead the rest to take care of others while you destroy the main flagship." Riverstrike said calmly and firmly, "We should be worry about stopping and capturing Azure Phoenix alive, and also freed the rest of our friends. That's our main objective and promise. We will succeed it."
Anchor, disappointed that his plan was rejected, sighed. He smiled humbly, "Yes, commander. I will not fail you!"
“Thank you. Now prepares yourselves.”
“Yeah, hopefully this will end well for all of us.” Sunset sighs as she shakes her head at this.
“Right, I feel like we have been doing this for a very long time.” Carrie mumbled a bit.
“You and Yona both, human.” Yona agrees with Carrie.
Pirate Scythe scoffed as he cracked his hooves, "We won't! Not if we catch up to them in hurry."
"That is true," Riverstrike said in agreement, "But if we lost him, I can only hope that Skysoar and his lord will do it."
Rainbow smirked proudly, "They will."
Aqua nodded, "Yeah. They will stop him. We can count on them."
“Right, not like something unexpected will happened at the very end.” Ocellus comments, making the others looking at her in concern. “What?”
“Bad thing to say, Ocellus.” Carrie points out to her friend with a sigh.
Courage Tiger stood up, "Then, let us got! To battle!"
Everyone stood up and bowed before Courage Tiger firmly and humbly, "LORD!"
--------------------------------------------
On Virtue Dragon's war council chamber, Virtue Dragon and his officers were gathered as they too were making plans for defeating and stopping Azure Phoenix while rescuing their allies for good. Ben, Applejack, Starlight, Pinkie, Phobos, Sandbar and Smolder were there as well.
"Skysoar, how is the preparation for prayers?" Virtue Dragon asked.
Skysoar smiled, "It went well. By midnight, the wind will blow from southeast and the fire will burn down enemy ships for good." He shown his serious and firm looks, "But there is no doubt that they will escaped Tiger Clan. It is up to us to find and stop him for good."
Ben sighed, "Finally..."
“So tell us what must be done here.” Applejack insists to Skysoar in determination.
“Right. What’s the battle plan?” Starlight ask anxiously.
"We all know what happens next after the fire attack began," Skysoar looked at the battlefield map, where all chess pieces were in place. He then placed and moved Azure Phoenix's towards the mountain, "He will no doubt try to escape via hills and forest, in order to reach Jing Province. It will be a long journey for them, but it's the only path they can use and escape since their navy will be gone. We will ambush them on the exact places."
"So, where do we begin, Skysoar?" Virtue Dragon asked.
Skysoar turned and looked at the Virtue Dragon's Forces. He spoke, "First of all, Dragonspear and Master Cooler will take 3,000 soldiers to ambush Azure Phoenix's retreat units at the narrowed route through forest. Starlight and Smolder will assist them in first ambush. Next, Lord Warpath and his daughter, Twinkle Star will ambush the enemies at the valley. Pinkie and Phobos will help them. Finally, Lord Blade Dragoon will lead his unit at the small road. That will be Azure Phoenix's final destination. Ambush and capture them alive. Ben, Applejack and Sandbar will assist you. This is a perfect strategy to end this all. There can be no failures."
Everyone nodded and bowed humbly and calmly, "Yes, my lord!"
"Father, with your permission, I would like to accompany Ben and his friends too," Saber suggested, surprising everyone. He continued, "I want to make sure that they're alright, and also capture Azure Phoenix too."
Virtue Dragon nodded, "Good to hear it. You may. Good luck, everyone."
Everyone stood up and exited the camp, leaving both Virtue Dragon and Skysoar behind. Skysoar halted Blade Dragoon to remain behind for more discussion. Suspicious of Skysoar's plans, Saber has to find out of what they're planning. As soon as all of his friend left, he remained behind of main camp for eavesdropping. Virtue Dragon, Skysoar and Blade Dragoon began to have discussion.
"What is it, Lord Skysoar?" Blade Dragoon asked.
"Twilight is coming," Skysoar said calmly, surprised both Virtue Dragon and Blade Dragoon.
"T-That's great news!" Blade Dragoon exclaimed in relief. He smiled, "If we do achieve capturing and killing Azure Phoenix, Twilight and her team will be freed and reunite with the rest of her friends! They do not need to fight for him again."
"I'm afraid you misunderstand the situation, Master Blade," Skysoar said dryly, shocking Blade Dragoon, "When I said she's coming, she's not coming back to us. She's reinforcing and rescuing Azure Phoenix and his allies."
"What?! Why?!" Virtue Dragon asked, "She saw everything! She shouldn't help him now!"
"Despite of that, she withhold the belief and principles of friendship." Skysoar said dryly yet calmly, concerning his allies, "Meaning that she remain on his sides, despite what he has done to the world. She was delusion and fool to believe that Azure Phoenix can be change for good. She will fight and resist us than allowing us to rescue her and her friends."
"What can be done?" Blade Dragoon asked in concern.
Skysoar sighed, "Kill her. If her friends stand in our way, kill them."
"WHAT?!"
"Yes. It is the only way for us to achieve our mission, and also ending this war for good and fulfill our lord's dream."
"With all due respect, Lord Skysoar, I wasn't trained to break my promises to my friends and kill innocent ponies, who are our friends'! I cannot do it."
"I know. But you and I know it since the day you left Azure Phoenix's service. She and her friends could left, but they remained behind. You know what it means..."
Blade Dragoon hummed in concern and uneasy, "But... This isn't right."
"I know. But it's the only way," Skysoar said in shame and guilty, "I am sorry..."
"Brother..." Blade Dragoon pleaded Virtue Dragon. His older sworn brother looked away in shame. He was in shock and concern. He sighed in defeat, "Very well. I will comply."
"Good. But you must mention this to anyone especially Ben and his friends," Skysoar said firmly, "I fear they will stand in our way."
Blade Dragoon nodded firmly, "I understand."
Blade Dragoon turned and exited the camp in disheartened. Virtue Dragon sighed, "I fear he won't do it. Blade Dragoon is the pony of valor and honor. He would never kill the innocent ponies or even breaking the promise."
"I know..." Skysoar said mysteriously, shocking Virtue Dragon. He continued, "Do not worry. Everything will reveal at the end..."
Unknown to the group, Saber has heard of everything. He became worry and scared. Breaking promise is one thing, but killing Ben's other friends is something else. He can't let it happen, but he has to let Ben and his friends know. Somehow...
--------------------------------------------
In the late afternoon, Imperial Phoenix Army are almost finishing with their preparation for invasion on Red Cliff. Azure Phoenix and the rest of his officers have worn their battle armors. They're now standing before the large naval flagship. All of them were about to aboard the ship.
"My lord; my lord; my lord; Stop," A familiar voice calls out. Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Officers stopped at once. They turned to their back, where they found Master Ratio stood before them. "My lord, you mustn't do this! You're gonna get killed! We must withdraw now!"
"No, I will not." Azure Phoenix spoke out softly more than he used to be.
Master Ratio hissed, "My lord, have you forgotten Twilight's warning?! If you continue with this path, you would likely get killed! Please, reconsider before it's too late!"
"My ambition cannot be stopped! I must realize it for the sake of those, who have given their lives for this. I must do it."
"I understand that. And they wouldn't want you go this far to die for nothing."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I know, my old friend. But I come this far to stop now. I must succeed and win. If you fear of death so much, then you may leave and return to Jing Province now. Look after my son and daughter-in-law. They and my future grandchildren will become the future of this army."
"My lord... I..." Master Ratio begins to speak, trying to think what to say. But he gave up and sighed, "Very well. I shall accept this order. But please, do not die..."
"I know."
Master Ratio turned and left the main camp. He was heading back to the Jing Province at once. The Imperial Phoenix Army couldn't help but feel uneasy and concern about the path their lord has taken especially Twilight's warning.
"Lord Azure, please, don't do it. Your army won't make it out alive. You know it too." Fluttershy said meekly. Despite his jerkass like actions before, even she feels that he doesn't need to die like this.
Silverstream nodded in agreement as she spoke, "Please, we must get out of here before it's too late."
"Come on, guys. You know Headmare Twilight's right. We can't stay here too long! We've gotta get out of here now!" Gallus exclaims in concern. He rather get out of here while the getting's good.
Imperial Phoenix Officers remain silent as they're both uncertain and worried and also feared of disobeying and betraying their lord.
Azure Phoenix remained silent for the moment. He turned and approached to the cage, where Nyx and Spike were inside. He opened and let them out, surprised the group.
"Why?" Nyx ask Azure in surprise. This is unexpecting...
Azure Phoenix sighs as he explains, "If this is my destiny, then so be it. All of you are free to go. Go to your friends if you must. I will stay and fight till the end."
Everyone was in shock and concern to hear what the Leader of Imperial Phoenix Army has said. They couldn't believe it.
"I did not expect that." Spike said. Before, Azure would rather harm his former allies than to let them go back to their friends. Now; He's letting them go? Has recent events suddenly changed him?
"Huh. I wonder this is what mommy meant." Nyx whispers quietly.
"Wow, maybe he isn't all bad." Gallus spoke as he shakes his head at this, this changes things indeed.
Fluttershy spoke out softly, "I... I don't know what to say..."
"Just go. Never return here." Azure spoke out softly. He didn't do so out of anger or disgust....more like the Azure Phoenix that they all know him as in the present.
Fluttershy remained silent for the moment. She sighed in defeat, "Alright..."
"Wait, you sure?" Spike asks Azure in concern.
"Yes, I am....now go. Go now before I change my mind." Azure said calmly. He's giving them the chance to leave now, best to make the best of it.
"Are you really...." Nyx begins to speak to Azure more concerned.
"Don't question. Just go."
"Let's just go now." Fluttershy mutters a bit; Best not to test this right now.
Fluttershy and her team turned and left the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp They're all headed straight to the forest, where they have disappeared.
"My lord, why,” Axen ask Azure. He is amazed yet disbelief by his lord's sudden change in nature, to the point that he will let the prisoners go just like that.
Snaptrap concern and confuse ask, "Are you sure this is a good idea?"
"Yeah. Why the change of heart," Laxtinct ask Azure seriously.
Azure Phoenix just sighs once more as he answers, "It doesn't matter. Right now we have our mission to accomplish."
Navy Arrow hummed, "I wonder..."
"Lord Azure has the heart. I knew it." Bullhound spoke out in realization, doing so quietly. The recent events had changed him so much. Perhaps Twilight was right that friendship can find a way.
"My lord, are you certain if you want to continue with this? The danger is coming to us soon. We should leave while we still can." Bladestrike suggests seriously to his lord. They may not live to fight this battle. It's best to leave now.
Woren looked at the sun setting, adding, "Indeed. The wind will change its direction, and the enemies will use fire attack on us. It's best not to take that chance."
"If the enemy use fire attack, then we must prevent it. No matter what happens, they must be destroyed before they reach us." Azure explains calmly to his men. "That will be our main priority. If we do succeed it, then we're close to our victory. The world will be ours soon."
"I will take the lead, making sure they won't get close to us." Blazefist volunteers as he bows his lord.
Clawdestroyer bows as well, adding, "I shall assist him as well." Blazefist will likely need all the help he can get here.
"So, do I. It would be better to have more officers to hold the line." Axen said with a nod. They need all the officers they can get for this battle, even though it will likely not end well for any of them.
"Do as you pleased. Prepare for battle now." Azure ordered in determination. No more delays, it's time to get this done.
Imperial Phoenix Army bowed to their lord as they exclaim, "My Lord!"
Blazefist, Axen and Clawdestroyer have gotten on the smaller boat. They headed to the front line and boarded naval fleet first wave for the battle. Azure Phoenix and his army boarded on the naval flagship.
Bullhound hummed as he looked at the sky again, "I've got a bad feeling about this. Don't worry, buddy. I'll protect him at all cost. And after the battle, I'm gonna plow the field in your name, Rhino. Count on it."
----------------------
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger are making the final preparation to fight and repel the enemy force especially using the fire attack against them. Skysoar and his team including Rainbow have set the altar at the isolated hill, accompanied by Lady Marvel, Rainbow, Ocellus and Yona.
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger have finished their preparation. Courage Tiger and the Water Tiger Clan have prepared the naval fleet especially Anchor and his squadrons have set up the fire attack ships. Rarity, Sunset and Carrie were with them.
Virtue Dragon and his forces have gone behind of Imperial Phoenix Main Camp, where they set the ambush on the enemies. Ben and most of his friends are with them now.
--------------------------------------------
Courage Tiger and his allies are standing on the military stage before the Water Tiger Soldiers. The leader was making an inspirational speech to them before the battle.
Courage Tiger begins giving out his speech, "Soldiers of Water Tiger Clan, I hope you all are prepared for the final battle against Azure Phoenix. The enemy has indeed outnumbered and outmatch us. And we might not have the chance to defeat them."
Water Tiger Soldiers chatted and muttered in concern about it.
"However, we have come this far, all thanks to Riverstrike and Skysoar. We're now taking a huge risk to turn the tide against the enemies. Despite that, this is our only chance to save our home. There will be danger ahead, and also ponies will die too. But your sacrifice will not be in vain until we chase and repel the invaders back to where they came from. That is my promise." Courage Tiger sighed before adding, "If you wish to leave, leave now..."
Water Tiger Clan remained silent for the moment as none of them have spoken or even wanted to leave.
Anchor came up as he spoke, "My lord, I am happy to give my life for you and this state! No matter the cost, we will be victorious!"
Sam nodded as he spoke as well, "Yes. This is our chance to shine and repel the enemies once and for all!"
"Well said, Master Anchor and Master LaMauche. We have come this far. There's no turning back! We must push forward till the end!" Apollo exclaims, slamming one hoof onto his chest.
Trip shouted out in determination, "I too believe in it! I will fight."
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "Well, you're not getting the glory that easily."
"All of us do. We do it together as one." Thunderbold said in agreement. He is willing to risk his life to put an end to this war once and for all.
Hammerod spoke out as he bowed, "I am happy to give my life for this good of my kingdom. I made my promise to Lord Brave Tiger. I will turn my back on it."
Water Tiger Soldiers began to shout and cheer wildly and happily about keep on fighting.
"Nice going, brother!" Tigress exclaims with a wild cheer for her brother.
Aqua spoke out with a grin on her face, "Yeah. You've finally got your guts."
"The time has come. Are you ready?" Riverstrike spoke out to Courage Tiger, preparing for the biggest fight ever so far.
Courage Tiger pauses to think on this then he spoke, "I am. It's my turn to take the lead."
"Well, they are ready for anything, aren't they?" Rarity asks Sunset and Carrie as the girls watch on.
"Yeah; I just hope they know what they're doing." Sunset said with a little sigh. She wonders how this battle will turn out for everyone.
"They are soldiers. They will do what it takes." Carrie added to the two ponies, "Though I am nervous."
"So am I, Carrie; So am I."
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon and his forces have stationed at the isolated hill, where Skysoar and his team have set up the altar. They're preparing to strike. Ben and his friends joined up with three generals for the ambush party.
Ben, Applejack, Sandbar and Saber joined Blade Dragoon's Ambush Unit. Starlight and Smolder are with Dragonspear's team. Pinkie and Phobos teamed with Warpath's Team. All of them are ready to set up by the signal.
Skysoar, Lady Marvel and some unicorns were gathered before the altar. They all prayed and chanted firmly and calmly. Skysoar performed ancient ceremonial dance with his sword dancing. Rainbow and her team of Pegasi are on the sky as they're prepared to give out their best to blow the wind. Yona and Ocellus were guarding the area.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "This is it. Everyone, be prepare for anything..."
"Oh yeah; Looks like we're ready to kick some flank," Rainbow exclaims in determination.
"Man, time for some ouch time." Sandbar mumbles a bit, feeling a bit dread by this.
"Yona's ready. Right, friend Ocellus," Yona ask Ocellus who nodded a bit. "Yeah, so is Yona.”
Saber sighs as he gave a serious look to Ben. He got to somehow tell him. The pony spoke, "Ben, there's something I need to tell you."
"What is it?" Ben begins to ask Saber, wondering what his friend wishes to tell him.
"I... " Saber hesitated a bit. If he tells Ben, it will be betraying his father. If he doesn't, it will be betraying his friends. He thought about, 'How am I gonna tell him? I can't betray the pony, who is my father. But I also can't betray my friends. He still needs to know about this.'
"Saber, you're freaking me out."
"Ben... Do you still trust us, even though there are things you may not like it?"
"What? What are you-?!" Ben begins to speak up in alarm. He doesn't like what Saber is suggesting, even though the future prince has no idea as to what it is yet.
Saber interrupts Ben, "I need to know, Ben. Do you still trust us?"
"What the darn are you talking about? Of course, we do." Applejack said, bewildered by this. "We're family. We stick and help each other, no matter the odds."
"Right; just like she said; whatever it is, I'm sure we can handle it." Ben said calming down. Saber on the other hoof isn't so sure. How will he handle the fact that his father's group is going to have Twilight killed and get rid of anyone who could stand in the way of that?
"Y-Yeah, I supposed so. So, whatever you do, you do what is right. And I'll be there for you." Saber said uneasily. He should tell them the truth, but it doesn't look like the message is going through.
"Cool."
Applejack patted Saber on the back, giving a chuckle as she spoke, "Don't worry, we know we can trust you especially me. You're like a brother to me."
"Yeah. You're like a sister I never have before too." Saber added, giving a warm smile at this yet a sad one at the same time.
Pinkie bounces in, giggling playfilly, "Aw, you two. Will Friedle and Jason Marsden, you guys will always be buddies till the end. Just like what you did other works.
"Wait? What?"
"Forget what she said. She's a little bit crazy." Ben explains to Saber with a light chuckle. It's best not to even ask for an explanation but just to go with it.
Pinkie gave a stern glance at Ben, snapping, "Excuse me?!"
--------------------------------------------
Most of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers and Marines have boarded the fleets. They all armed with their bows, arrows and weapons. They're all prepared for the final battle at Red Cliff. Azure Phoenix and his officers are at the flagship as they're facing and looking ahead of the Red Cliff Fortress.
Azure Phoenix didn't spoke for a while until he finally spoke, "It's almost time."
"My lord, remember the fire attack ships. The wind is going to change soon." Woren said to Azure seriously.
"I know. Signal to Blazefist, Clawdestroyer and Axen to prepare to attack."
Bladestrike nodded, speaking, "Understood."
Bladestrike took the flag as he waved it hard, signalling to other generals. Blazefist, Axen and Clawdestroyer, on their own ships, spotted the flag waving.
"That's the signal. Prepare for the attack." Axen said to Clawdestroyer seriously.
"If the wind changes, we must not let the fire attack reach our fleet." Clawdestroyer added in precaution. They must not let the enemy hit them, wind or no.
Blazefist added in determination, "While I'm still standing, none shall pass!"
-----------------
Skysoar and his team continued praying firmly to the altar. The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger were still waiting for the signal to launch the attack.
"Hmm....the wind is blowing from the southeast." Courage Tiger said seriously, noting how the wind is blowing, "Looks like we're in for a big battle."
"Indeed." Skysoar said with a nod.
Suddenly, Rainbow felt the breeze on her neck. She turned and looked around. She found the trees and leaves blown away from the southeast wind.
Rainbow gasped, "It blows; No way!"
Skysoar didn't waste time in calling out to Rainbow, "Rainbow; Now!"
"Alright! Let's blow it away!"
As ordered, Rainbow and the team of Pegasi were gathered above their allies as they all flapped their wings for unleashing powerful might to give the boost to wind blowing from southeast.
Skysoar sternly nodded, speaking, "The time is now. Go and set up the ambush."
Virtue Dragon nodded while calling out to the troops, "Soldiers, go forth!"
As order has been given, three squadrons set up and marched out at once. They headed to specific locations that Skysoar have given.
Skysoar speaks out quietly, "Riverstrike, it's your turn now."
-----------------------
Riverstrike felt the wind blew from the southeast. He was in shock and surprise.
Riverstrike spoke, "The wind. It's blowing."
"Incredible; He did it." Courage Tiger added. Skysoar has done his job and got the wind to blow in their side's favour. Now is the time to take advantage of this.
"What are we waiting for? Let's do this!" Aqua insists eagerly to her allies.
Riverstrike spoke in agreement, "Indeed. Anchor, now it's time!"
Riverstrike waved the signal flag to Anchor. He and his squadrons are on the docks, which were closed to fire attack ships. They spotted the signal.
"Averyone, to battle," Anchor calls out to the troops. Anchor and his allies quickly boarded the fire attack ships. They set sails. They're sailing straight to Imperial Phoenix Ships.  Anchor grunted, "I have served you all... Lord Claw Tiger, Lord Brave Tiger and now, you, my lord."
Clawdestroyer's Griffon Guard spotted the ship. He rang the bell: General, fire attack ship is coming!
Clawdestroyer squawked, "Shoot them down! Shoot them down!"
"The Griffon General spotted them! Quick fire at the enemies," Axen calls out to the troops quickly.
"They're not allow to reach our navy! Kill them all! Split the ship now!" Blazefist screams out wildly, giving out the next order.
As ordered, the archers quickly loaded and armed with their bows and arrows. They began fired them at the fire attack ships, which they managed to hit and struck down on some of marine troops. And at the same time, the marines and soldiers struggled to pull the iron bars in splitting the ships.
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his officers were on the flagship as they're awaiting for the report. The soldier appeared and bowed in respect.
Imperial Phoenix Scout explains, "My lord, enemy ships are coming! The fire attack ship are heading this way!"
"Shoot them down now!" Azure orders sternly.
"They're still trying! The enemy ships are getting close to us!"
"No..."
--------------------------------------------
Anchor remained firm and brave as he's fighting till the end. The fire attack ships are close to enemy naval fleets.
"This is it!" Anchor said. He lighted the torch on the oil strawed box on the fire attack ships. "Now we're cooking! No one leaves until all enemy ships lighted up!"
Anchor's Squadrons screams out in determination, "YEAH!"
Most of marines have lighted up their fire attack ships. They are close to the enemy fleet.
"Behold! This is the burning desire of the three leaders of Tiger Clan!" Anchor exclaims in determination.
Spotting the fire attack ships are getting close to their ships, Blazefist hissed: Abandon ship! Abandon ship! Order Lord Azure to leave the ship now!
Imperial Phoenix Guard screams out frantically, "Too late!"
Blazefist, Axen and Clawdestroyer spotted some fire attack ships are coming too close to them. Three of them screams out at the same time, "Oh shit! Get off the ships now!"
However, it was too late. The fire attack ships have rammed straight to the Imperial Phoenix naval fleet, causing a tremor on ships for soldiers to fell down or drop on the sea. And at the same time, the fire attack ships' burning flames have spread and burnt down the naval fleet and also affecting the iron bars, which connected to others.
Blazefist, Axen and Clawdestroyer fell into the sea, escaping their death. Most of Imperial Phoenix Soldiers got killed by burnt out alive and even drown to death. Some managed to escape through swimming.
Anchor kept on giving out the orders, "Keep on pushing forward! Head towards the flagship! Azure Phoenix, you're mine!"
--------------------------------------------
Courage Tiger and his allies have boarded on their fleet. They have witnessed the battle.
"We did it. We absolutely did it!:" Courage Tiger cheers out wildly.
"Oh yeah, as Rainbow would said, we are awesome!" Aqua cheers out eagerly.
"Well, not the word I would use but that would work."
Riverstrike calls out to his men, "Everyone, to battle! Set sail!"
As ordered, Water Tiger Clan has set sails. The naval fleets are heading towards the Imperial Phoenix main camp now.
--------------------------------------------
While most of naval fleets got rammed and burnt down by the fire attack ships, Azure Phoenix and his officers spotted Anchor and his units are coming towards them.
Laxtinct screams out in horror, "Oh shit! Here they come!"
"Cousin, we've gotta leave now!" Navy Arrow exclaims in alarm. It's best to get out of here before....
Too late as Snaptrap scream out frantically, "Too late!"
BOOM! The flagship got rammed, causing powerful tremor on it. It is now on fire. Anchor and his team began to climb up to the ship. They all armed with their weapons.
"No! This cannot be happening!" Azure exclaims in horror. These changes of events shouldn't be happening at all!
Anchor gave a slasher grin that would freak out Hannibal Lecter if he exists in this word. He spoke darkly, "Phoenix! Your head is mine."
Bullhound roared as he blocks his path, "Back off, dog! I won't let you get to him."
Bullhound roared as he formed himself a bowling ball. He charged and rammed straight to the Bulldog Diamond Dog off the ship.
Bladestrike rushes over to Azure, saying seriously, "My lord, get to the boat now! We must leave now!"
"This is terrible! We must escape now!" Worren spoke out seriously.
Laxtinct yelps as something almost hit him in the flank, "Yeouch! That hurts! I hope my brother won't get the Elemental Element of Fire to burn everything down especially killing the Hippogriffs!"
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Yes, you are right. We must escape now."
Azure Phoenix and his allies quickly boarded the small ships. They're heading straight back to the docks now. Water Tiger Clan fleets have arrived at the scene. Sunset spotted Anchor on the sea.
"It's Anchor! Help me out!" Sunset calls out to Rarity quickly.
Sunset and Rarity levitated to bring Anchor back to the ship. Apollo and Carrie helped as well. The bulldog Diamond Dog coughed heavily while spitting water out.
"Anchor, are you all right?" Rarity asks Anchor in concern. Granted, it wouldn't be like her to be concern for a Diamond Dog, but as Rainbow found out before with Trixie, not every Diamond Dog are ruffians....some of the time anyway.
Anchor spits out as he answers, "I am fine. But Azure Phoenix; He escaped me."
"Rest now, my friend. You've done enough. Leave the rest to us. It's our turn now. Hunt them down now!" Riverstrike exclaims sternly. Anchor's troops had did their part, now it's Riverstrike's turn to finish the job.
----------
Azure Phoenix and his allies have arrived at the docks. They're now regrouping with some soldiers at the main camp. And just before they could do anything, more of fire arrows were shot out and hit some of camps, causing and spreading the blazing fire across the camps.
It has caused the panic and shock on Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. They began to scream and ran for their own lives. Water Tiger Clan naval fleets have arrived at the docks. They all climbed down from the ships as they charged and attacked Imperial Phoenix Army, routing and killing most of them.
Azure Phoenix and his officers tried to calm down and rally the soldiers to them. Unfortunately, none of them listened as they're too scared and worried to panic and ran for their lives.
Laxtinct yelps in horror, "This isn't good! They're too scared to do anything!"
"It's not point to stay here and regroup! We must escape." Snaptrap said in agreement. The enemies are outnumbered them all, the soldiers are too scared. There's no chance at victory right now.
"We have no choice." Azure admits with a defeated sigh. Even he knows when to fold them. "All units, rally to me! We must escape!"
"I shall lead the vanguard. Bullhound, with me; Laxtinct and Navy, stay with our lord. Protect him! We'll clear the front." Bladestrike spoke out quickly. They got to keep Azure safe until he's in safety and out of enemy's reach.
"Leave it to us!" Navy exclaims in determination.
Navy brought the Blaze Dragon - Shadow Runner to Azure Phoenix for using and riding. They managed to round up their soldiers by 5,000 only. Azure Phoenix and his unit began to escape. 
While the Imperial Phoenix Army is making their escape, they encounter Thunderbold has blocked the way.
Thunderbold exclaims in defiance, "You won't breakthrough here!"
"Go! I'll hold him off! Elite Troops, with me," Bladestrike insists in determination. it wouldn't do good to keep Azure here and risk him getting captured or worst.
Bladestrike and Thunderbold roared angrily as they both charged and swung their axes and halberd at each other for few times. His elite troops of 300 charged and engaged enemy troops. Bullhound charged and rammed most of the soldiers, making way for Azure Phoenix and his unit to escape while knocking and killing Water Tiger Soldiers.
As Azure Phoenix and his army climbed the hill, they were blocked by Trip.
"Sorry, the road is blocked!" Trip spoke out smugly to the enemy.
"Cousin, get back!" Navy said to Azure sternly as he steps up. If Trip wanted a battle, then he got one.
Laxtinct spoke out as he got up in front as well, "You won't get him without the fight."
Trip screamed wildly as he charged straight at Azure Phoenix and his escapees. Suddenly, the lake bubbled out loud. Axen and his 300 soldiers emerged out and attacked the soldiers. He slammed his axe on the ground, causing the tremor and quake on them. He even swung and slams his axe at Trip against the tree's trunk hard.
"Keep away from my master!" Axen exclaims to Trip sternly.
"Axen! You're alive!" Laxtinct exclaims. He is relieved that his friend had survived the whole ordeal before.
Axen grunted in pain, "Barely. The fire almost burnt my face."
"Blazefist?! Where is he?!"
"I do not know. We got separated. We must keep on going."
Azure Phoenix nodded firmly as he and his army continued pushing forward at once. As they just arrived at the crossroad, they heard the bell ringing. They looked up and found Hammerod, Pirate Scythe and his crew came out of nowhere to surprise attack them.
5,000 soldiers have reduced to 3,500 now. Hammerod and Pirate Scythe have killed most of soldiers. They turned to Azure Phoenix.
"Got you now," Pirate Scythe said wickedly. He just need to kill Azure and it should be over.
"Prepare to die!" Hammerod added in the same matter.
"My lord, get back!" Snaptrap ordered Azure quickly.
"Watch out!" Woren calls out as he pushes Azure so that the two can dodge an arrow that almost got him.
"No!" Azure screams out in alarm as it looks like they won't be able to get away this time.
At least, he thought that was the case. But a familiar voice spoke out, "Behold! Clawdestroyer is here!"  And just before Hammerod and Pirate Scythe could do anything, Clawdestroyer and his Griffin Guards dived down and slammed dunk on both generals down.
"Clawdestroyer!"
"Go! I'll hold them!"
"So, will I!" Axen exclaims, getting his weapon ready. He will hold off the enemy while the remainder of Azure's group make a break for it.
Clawdestroyer and Axen fought and held off the enemy troops including Hammerod and Pirate Scythe. Azure Phoenix and his forces continued their escape.
The Imperial Phoenix Force had arrived at the forest, where they found Tigress, Aqua, Apollo and the units. 
" No!" Azure yells out in alarm. It looks like almost every one of the enemies are determined to keep him from getting away!
"We've got you now!" Tigress exclaims with a smirk. Azure isn't getting away this time!
"It's over." Aqua spoke out in determination.
"Stay away from them!" A familiar voice spoke as Blazefist and his elite troops jumped out from the bushes. They then charged and engaged with Tigress and her unit.
Laxtinct gasped, "Blazefist! You're alright!"
"No..." Aqua spoke out in worry. Azure is one thing, but not Blazefist....
Blazefist spoke out but is sadly secretly conflicted too, "Sorry, princess, I won't let you harm them."
"So, do I. Just when we become friends, and now we're fighting. I hate it."
"Me neither. Duty comes first, princess especially family."
"Feeling is mutual, Blaze." Aqua said in agreement. Of course, in another time and space, they would've stayed friends....or maybe even more.
Blazefist and Aqua charged and engaged a duel by swinging their Falcon Spear and Water Tiger Claws at each other. Tigress and Apollo tried to take them down, but halted by Laxtinct and Bullhound, who charged and pushed them off.
"My lord, go!" Bullhound calls out to Azure as he and Laxtinct fights the enemy off.
"We'll hold them off!" Laxtinct exclaims in agreement.
Azure Phoenix nodded as he and his allies continued their march to escape. Blazefist, Laxtinct, Bullhound and their soldiers of 800 hold off Tigress and her army as long as they can.
----------
Azure Phoenix and his unit have entered and take forest route. They were on their way to escape, but got blocked by Courage Tiger, Riverstrike and their main unit including Rarity, Sunset and Carrie were standing in the way.
Azure Phoenix groaned, "No."
"We have you now!" Courage Tiger spoke out in determination.
"There is no escape! Give up!" Riverstrike orders Azure sternly.
"We don't want to kill you, Azure." Sunset said, unsure yet determined. "Just give up and this won't end in bloodsleed."
"Come on, you don't have much troops left." Carrie said in agreement. "You don't want to end this in vain."
Navy Arrow, Snaptrap and Woren moved to the front as they armed with their weapons for the fight. And just before anyone could do anything, a large boulder tumbled down and slammed to the ground, blocking their way.
"What was that?" Courage spoke out in confusion.
Riverstrike spotted someone on the mountain. He gasped in alarm, "What the?!"
Rarity gasped, "Fluttershy?! She helped them?!"
"What the buck is this?!" Sunset calls out in shock and alarm.
"What is she doing?" Carrie asks in alarm and worry. "Doesn't she remember whose fault this war really is?!"
Fluttershy climbed down and bowed before Azure Phoenix and his allies.
"Fluttershy; what is the meaning of this?!" Azure yells out to Fluttershy in disbelief. He already gave her permission to leave, so why is she doing this?
Fluttershy explains to Azure, "Helping you. Knowing Twilight, she hated to see you died."
"Why?"
"You're her friend. Come, this way, we're getting out of here."
"How do I know I can trust you?" Azure asks Fluttershy in concern. He already had done a lot, including separating Twilight from her friends and worst.
"It's your choice." Fluttershy answers. Azure can either let Fluttershy help him or not.
"Cousin, there is no other way." Navy said calmly to his cousin. They got a chance to escape, best to use it.
"In fact, we might as well take the offer." Woren admits in agreement. They are out of options so this is better than nothing!
Azure Phoenix groaned, "Very well..."
Azure Phoenix and his allies followed Fluttershy through the cave, which led them to another forest. 
They then later regrouped with Bladestrike, Axen, Clawdestroyer, Blazefist, Bullhound and Laxtinct. And to their surprise; Gallus, Silverstream, Spike and Nyx were there as well.
"You too," Azure exclaims in disbelief. Why in the world would the rest of Fluttershy's group still help them out despite Azure allowing them to leave?
Bladestrike explains to Azure, "Believe it or not. If not for Spike the Brave and young Nyx, I would have been finished and killed. Using the enlarged spell on Spike's Shadow and Dragon Flames had scared the enemies off."
"We owe it to Gallus as well." Axen said with a nod. Gallus has helped out as well.
"Indeed. I'd never thought he would come back and save us." Clawdestroyer admits, grateful for the help.
"And not to mention, Silverstream help us too." Blazefist adds. He may not like the Hippogriffs, but at least with Silverstream, he made a big exception.
"Guess not all Hippogriffs are bad." Laxtinct admits with a meekly chuckle, not noticing the annoyed look on Silverstream's face. Her kind isn't bad!
Bullhound added as if thinking the same thing as her, "None of them do."
"Well, it's better than nothing." Gallus remarks with a shrug as he crosses his arms. "Plus, Twilight wouldn't forgive anyone if the Mys...."
"....miss the chance to see you again!" Nyx yelps as she interrupts what Gallus was going to say quickly, giving out a nervous smile.
"Plus you let go so we kinda owe you." Spike admits as he scratches the back of his head awkwardly. After all, Azure let them all go, so repaying the debt is better, right?
"We're so fortunate to be alive." Snaptrap admits with a shrug.
Woren groaned, "Agreed. I hate to be roasted chicken..."
"I don't believe it." Azure said as he shakes his head at the luck that his side has right now.
Fluttershy explains kindly to the disbelief lord, "Believe it or not. It's the truth. And plus, we wanted to make sure Twilight isn't isolated or doing something stupid. She needs us. We're her friends."
"Plus, Celestia wouldn't forgive ya if her future daughter in law was...." Gallus added but Nyx quickly nudges him, "Ouch, what?"
"Not sure what you're on about, but fine." Blazefist said, puzzled by the comment but decides it's best to just leave it. 
"Bunch of fools..." Azure sighed. "Thank you."
"Yeah. We owe you one. But we'd better get out of here now." Navy Arrow said, knowing it may not be long before the enemies would try to attack them all again.
"Right, best to get while the getting's good," Silverstream added in agreement. They wonder what their standing with their other friends are now that they pulled this stunt? Would they understand?
"Screw this, we're outta here as they would say." Spike comments quickly.
"Yes, we should." Azure said with a nod.
Azure Phoenix and his allies began their march now. They're escaping and heading back to Jing Province before the enemies catch up to them. They have to reach home safely.
-------------------
At the Jing Province's Palace, Twilight, Anger and Strict Stalker have gathered 3,000 soldiers and armed with their weapons as they're preparing to march out and save Azure Phoenix and their allies from 'The Battle of Red Cliff'. After the preparation has been made, they all marched out at once. They left Armorhide behind to defend Jing Province now. Two hours have passed as they were marching through the long road, hopefully that will lead them to Azure Phoenix. They then come across to Strikespell, Master Ratio, the carriage that was carrying the sickly Fluteheart, and some 500 soldiers.
"Lord Strikespell! Master Ratio! Lady Fluteheart!" Strict Stalker exclaimed in relief.
"What the?! What are you all doing here?" Strikespell demanded firmly. He turned and looked at Twilight, "Why is she here?"
"Rescuing your father," Twilight said firmly and calmly.
"Really? After what he has done to you and your friends, you still willing to save him?"
"Yes, I am, Lord Strikespell."
"You're indeed foolish yet strange pony I ever met." Strikespell commented in surprise, annoying Twilight. He sighed, "However, I am glad that you're on our side. If not for you, we wouldn't have come this far."
Master Ratio nodded in agreement, "Indeed. You are indeed a hero."
Twilight sighed, "No. I'm his friend. As a friend, I must help him till the end, no matter what he did."
Strikespell and Master Ratio bowed to the ground humbly, "Thank you, Oracle Twilight."
"Come on. We have to move.  Strikespell and Master Ratio, head back to Jing Province's Palace now," Twilight said firmly, "The rest of us will continue our march and rescue Lord Azure and the rest."
Strikespell nodded, "Understood. Keep them safe, Oracle."
Master Ratio nodded, "Indeed. Our future is depending on you and Lord Azure."
Twilight sighed, "Yeah... Of course..."
Anger grunted, "Let's move it now. Cousin needs rescue now!"
Twilight and her unit marched out at once while Strikespell and his quickly moved and headed back to Jing Province's Palace. Hopefully, they can find and rescue Azure Phoenix, his units and her friends.
--------------------------------------------
Azure Phoenix and his remaining forces have managed to escape Water Tiger Clan's relentless assault and fire attacks. They continued their travelling through the forest for hours. By dawn, they have arrived at the forked road that could lead them back to the Jing Porvince's Palace. They're now taking a break for the moment.
Axen hissed in pain as he placed the water gourd on his face, "Damn it. I cannot believe that we have lost the battle. We have barely begun."
"No kidding," Laxtinct agreed, "Shouldn't have started this stupid campaign in the first place. Without the Admiral Cai and his Vice Admiral, we're doomed."
"Yes, Major Laxtinct, I agreed with your concerns," Woren said in concern, "Twilight's prophecy has come true. We have lost this battle. Have we listened to her carefully, we wouldn't have suffered this humiliation and defeat."
"Yeah. This is the first time to feel defeat in our life..." Blazefist said in shame. He sighed, "I wish we would have done something to prevent this."
Silverstream patted Blazefist's back, "It's okay, Blazefist. No need to get upset and worry about it. We'll just have to work hard and better, so we can try again." She cleared her throat, "Just hope it's not another massacre again. I hate it."
Gallus sighed, "Tell me about it." He then turned and looked at the forked road, "Shouldn't we get going or something."
Snaptrap hummed calmly while looking at the forked road, "Indeed, we should. The enemy won't be far behind from us. They'll be able to catch up to us soon."
For strange reason, Azure Phoenix laughed out loud yet amusingly and wildly. This shocked and surprised the rest of Imperial Phoenix Army. They have never seen him laughing especially when he's at the verge of defeat.
“Hoo boy. He lost it. He finally lost it.” Laxtinct groans out as he shakes his head. “Someone get this guy a strait jacket, we’re screwed.”
“Lord, why are you laughing?” Woren ask Azure Phoenix in disbelief. “We are losing here.”
“The only one we saw laughter like that is when the bad guy got something up his sleeve.” Silverstream remarks in concern.
“Give us a clue here.” Blazefist said to Azure seriously. “What gives?”
"Cousin, what the heck was that about?" Navy Arrow asked in concern.
Bullhound hummed fearfully, "Was there something funny about my tummy again?"
Azure Phoenix sighed calmly, "No... I am merely laughing at both Riverstrike and Skysoar Intellect. They claimed to be military genius?" He scoffed amusingly, "What a load of crap! If it were to me, I would have set the ambush here to take down the enemies for good."
Laxtinct yelped in shock as he pointed his hoof, "Like that?!"
Imperial Phoenix Army looked at Laxtinct's direction. They turned to the left side of forked road, where Dragonspear and his cavalry units emerged and coming down. And at the same time, Master Cooler and the rest of archers including Starlight and Smolder emerged out from the bushes. Smolder has lighted up the arrows. They all armed and aimed their arrows at the Imperial Phoenix Army.
"Ambush!" Bladestrike exclaimed in concern.
Clawdestroyer groaned, "Just what we need. I hate ambush!"
"Azure Phoenix! Surrender now! You have no chance to escape!" Dragonspear demanded firmly.
"Give us back our friends now!" Starlight demanded firmly.
Azure Phoenix groaned, "Damn it! I have to stay alive!"
"My lord, go! Clawdestroyer with me!" Bladestrike ordered firmly.
Clawdestroyer nodded, "Understood!"
Nudging their Dragon Ride, Bladestrike and Clawdestroyer roared angrily and firmly as they charged and engaged with Dragonspear, who easily and swiftly blocked and deflected the attacks while thrusting and striking his spear at them both. Both Imperial Phoenix Generals struggled to fight and take him down. Nevertheless, they refused to back down and continued their fierce duel.
Azure Phoenix and his main units quickly make their escape. Master Cooler and Starlight ordered their archers to fire the arrows at once. The archers shot down most of enemy troops. Some nearly struck down the Warlord of Northern Ma. Luckily for him; Bullhound, Woren and Snaptrap came to his aid while the rest of generals swung and spun their spears and blades in knocking down the arrows. They're almost to the right side of forked road, which was blocked by Master Cooler and his unit. Fluttershy flew before them as she gave them the 'Stare', which shocked and scared them. This allowed Azure Phoenix and his main units to escape.
Wounding both Bladestrike and Clawdestroyer, Dragonspear was about to finish them off. If not for Gallus and Silverstream ramming and pushing his White Speed Dragon; he wouldn't have fallen while defeating his enemy generals. And so, four of them make their escape at once.
Dragonspear grunted in pain as he slowly get up. He then found Azure Phoenix and his main force have escaped. He groaned in defeat.
"Damn it. They've got away," Dragonspear cursed angrily, "But why? Why would Fluttershy and her friends still help them?! They should have escaped!"
Master Cooler sighed, "I wish I knew. But let us hope that our allies can catch up to them."
Starlight and Smolder have their own private discussion, regarding of Fluttershy and her friends helping Imperial Phoenix Army.
"Maybe we should have capture them," Smolder said in concern.
Starlight sighed, "I know. But still, Twilight believed that there is good in Azure Phoenix. I normally doubt it but there must be a reason why he became Mystic Pony."
Smolder groaned, "Like I know about that."
--------------------------------------------
Reduced to 2,500 soldiers now, Azure Phoenix and his army continued their journey after they escaped Dragonspear's ambush. They're now have arrived at the small hills. Struggling to continue with their journey to Jing Province's Palace, they all were exhausted and hungry. Their movement became very slow and dragging.
"At this rate, we will not able reach base in time," Snaptrap said in concern, "We should rest now, my lord. And also, our soldiers to be fed."
Blazefist sighed, "He's right. We won't stand a chance against another ambush or attack if we're in this state."
Azure Phoenix groaned, "I supposed so. Rest now. Find and cook the meal now."  
As ordered, the Imperial Phoenix Army stand down at once. The soldiers looked around and collect some ingredients. They then cooked them for their leaders and themselves. They managed to cook some mushroom soup, some mint leaves and Bok Choy rice. They all ate their meal as fast as they can. And at the same time, both Bullhound and Laxtinct were on guard duty. They're keeping their eyes on any sign of enemies.
While the Imperial Phoenix Army was eating their meal, Azure Phoenix was staring blankly at the mushroom soup. This alerted Fluttershy and her friends.
“Uh, Mr. Phoenix, sir?” Fluttershy ask the lord meekly. “Are you all right?”
“Right, seriously dude, you aren’t hurt are ya?” Gallus ask Azure in concern.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I'm fine. And to be honest, I was having thoughts. I'd never thought that Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger would be able to overcome the odds. I have defeated my rival for countless times, and never have I lost the battle to him. I've known Courage Tiger to be administrator. I have underestimated him and his leadership. He truly knows how to handle the situation."
Woren nodded, "Indeed. Many times Admiral Cai has warned. We were ignorant and overconfident to listen."
"That's what led us to our greatest defeat," Navy Arrow said in shame, "This is so embarrassing..."
Axen sighed, "I'm ashamed of it. We have underestimated our enemies and their strategy."
"Underestimate them?" Azure Phoenix asked in surprise. He then snickered and laughed, "Underestimate them?! Ha! That's a good one!"
Azure Phoenix continued with his laughing, which once again confuse and scared his Imperial Phoenix Army again.
"Again? Is her serious?" Gallus asked in concern.
Silverstream hissed, "I think I'd prefer Lord Azure, that doesn't laugh and serious with his work. Laughing Azure really creeps me out..."
"My lord, what are you laughing now?" Snaptrap asked in concern, "You should kept your laughing to minimum. I fear the enemy is closing by."
Bullhound nodded in concern, "Yes. It's not a good omen."
"Good omen?" Azure Phoenix asked amusingly, "Bad omen for them mostly. They should have thought about setting ambush here."
"Hate to be bearer of bad news! We've got company!" Spike reported in fear.
Imperial Phoenix Army looked up again as they found Warpath, Twinkle Star, Pinkie, Phobos and the army of spear and archer units have blocked the road. They're armed and aimed their weapons at the enemy troops.
"You've gotta be kidding me," Navy Arrow asked in shock.
"Why does it have to be him?!" Laxtinct asked in fear.
Warpath scoffed as he readied with his Forked Bladed Serpentine Spear, "Got you now, Azure! Your head is mine!"
Bladestrike  hissed as he got up and armed with his Twin Tiger Axes, "Battle position! Bullhound, Axen, with me! The rest of you, go and get our lord to safety!"
As ordered; Bladestrike, Bullhound and Axen charged and engaged with Warpath, who firmly and strongly blocked and held off the attack. And at the same time, he fought back fiercely, which scared and weakened them a lot. Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army make their escape. But they were blocked and halted by Twinkle Star and her shield units. Pinkie, Phobos and the archers fired the arrows again at the enemy troops, which slowly dwindle the numbers again.
Refusing to give up, Laxtinct screamed wildly as he charged and rammed himself and his War Hammer at the shield units. This allowed Navy Arrow, Blazefist, Gallus, Silverstream and some archers fired their arrows in wounding and killing the enemy troops. And at the same time, both Woren and Snaptrap unleashed the Fear Spell, which blinded them from looking at them. This gave Azure Phoenix and his main unit to escape now.
Seeing their lord and his main unit escaped, Bladestrike and his allies screamed out loud as they gave full power of swinging their weapons in knocking and pushing Warpath off. They then make their escape at once.
Pinkie groaned, "Cupcakes! They've got away!"
"Indeed." Twinkle Star said in concern. She turned and looked at her father, "Father, forgive us."
"Don't worry, kids. My brother will get them," Warpath said confidently, "We did lots of numbers on his soldiers. No way they can get out of here alive."
"Hope so. Can't stand on fighting with Nyx..." Phobos said in concern.
Pinkie sighed, "Tell me about it..."
--------------------------------------------
After barely escaping Warpath's Ambush, Azure Phoenix and his army continued their journey back to Jing Province. However, the sky has darkened as it has hailed down the raining on them. While continued marching through the sloppy and muddy roads, his army slowly decreased and dwindled. Most of them have died from wounds, hunger and cold. Their numbers is now less than 1,000 soldiers. Azure Phoenix was alerted of the situation. He became more concern and uneasy about it. He knew that he won't able to stand against the next ambush. He and his army must reach to Jing Province's Palace, no matter the cost.
Passing through the valley, Azure Phoenix and his remaining unit have arrived at the open field. They then found Blade Dragoon and his company including Ben, Applejack, Sandbar and Saber standing before them. Azure Phoenix and his main force were in deep shock and fear of what they just saw.
"Aw come on!" Laxtinct and Bullhound exclaimed in annoyance.
Navy Arrow groaned, "No kidding. I don't think I can start another duel."
"Indeed. We're at the limits now," Axen said in concern and uneasily, "This could be the end of it..."
Bladestrike grunted as he armed with his Twin Tiger Axes, "Then, so be it. We will die with honor to protect our lord."
Clawdestroyer sighed, "We're out of option. Let's do this."
"Yeah. One last battle together," Blazefist agreed.
Imperial Phoenix Generals and their soldiers armed themselves with their weapons as they're preparing for their 'last' fight against Blade Dragoon and his company at once, despite them reaching their limits.
"They won't make it out like this!" Nyx exclaimed in concern.
Spike nodded, "You have to stop this!"
“Right. You can’t send your generals to fight to the death.” Fluttershy said in agreement. “You won’t win here.”
“Right, come on, at least think on this.” Spike remarks in agreement.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "There isn't a way. This will be my end."
"No, my lord. There is one chance," Woren said firmly and calmly. Azure Phoenix turned and looked at him, "Since you have treated him well, Blade Dragoon is honorable pony and also feel indebted to you. If you plead him now, he will surely let us go."
Snaptrap sighed, "It's risky, but the only way to escape our death..."
Thinking of what Woren and Snaptrap has said, Azure Phoenix sighed in defeat as he has no choice but to take the risk and plead Blade Dragoon to let him and his allies go. He then slowly approached and stood before Blade Dragoon and his army. Imperial Phoenix Army remained behind of him as they remained vigilant and alert to protect their lord. Fluttershy and her team remained on Azure Phoenix's side.
"Fluttershy! Thank goodness, you're alright!" Applejack exclaimed in relief.
Ben sighed, "Yeah. You have no idea how worried we are."
“Right, you got no idea how messed up things has been lately.” Sandbar comments.
“Well, you probably do, but still…”
"Blade Dragoon..." Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly while looking at his former general, "It's been a while, hasn't it?"
Blade Dragoon nodded firmly, "It has, my lord. But now, it's over. This is where it ends."
"Perhaps.. I'd never thought that my life would be end by your hoof," Azure Phoenix said in shame and upset, "To think after everything I have done for you, you have decided to finish me. How cruel the fate is..."
Blade Dragoon sighed, "I wish it didn't come to this, Lord Azure Phoenix. But my duty comes first. I must take you now."
"Yes, I understand. This is where I meet my end..." Azure Phoenix sighed in defeat. He sat down on the floor. He then spoke, "None of you must interfere this. This is where it ends."
"My lord!" Imperial Phoenix Army exclaimed in concern.
Blade Dragoon hummed in concern. Bladestrike exclaimed angrily, "Blade Dragoon, have you forgotten your debt to our lord?! Are you willingly to kill our lord in cold blood especially when he is defeated?! If so, then you're no different from Devil Destroyer. I have hope that you're not like him."
“No, please! Don’t kill him!” Fluttershy exclaims frantically to Blade Dragoon.
“Think on what Azure is saying!” Spike exclaims in agreement while the rest with his team agrees.
“Bladestrike, what were you thinking?” Applejack demands to Bladestrike angrily. “You don’t have no idea what we do to get here.”
“Yeah, and comparing him to Devil Destroyer?!” Ben yelps to Bladestrike in disbelief. “That’s harsh!”
While Blade Dragoon was still thinking and had a heartache about the debt to Azure Phoenix, he and his ambush unit yelped in surprise upon hearing the battle cry. They turned to their back, where they found Twilight and her reinforcement have arrived. They then surrounded Blade Dragoon's Army.
“Wait, Twilight?” Fluttershy ask in surprise and concern.
“What is she doing here?” Gallus whispers to his team in concern.
“Twilight,” Ben ask surprised yet happy to see his love again.
“Weird.” Nyx said concerned about this.
"What? She came?!" Azure Phoenix asked in shock and surprise.
"Wow. That was unexpected..." Navy Arrow commented in shock and surprise.
Bullhound smiled, "I knew. She will come! She always come and rescue us."
"Just as he predicted..." Blade Dragoon said in concern and shock.
"Twilight, what are you doing?!" Ben demanded.
"Saving Lord Azure Phoenix. That's what." Twilight said firmly.
“What?! Twilight, I know he is your mentor and this isn’t like him then as he is then, but have you forgotten about the chaos and massacare he caused?!”
“Now to mention the jerk was the reason you got split from us to begin with!” Sandbar protests to the head mare in disbelief.
“He’s right.” Applejack said in agreement. “Give us a good reason to believe you.”
Twilight sighed, "I know. But I've made promise to two ponies. I'm willing to stay with him till the end. That is my duty as Princess of Friendship."
Everyone was in deep shock and surprised by Twilight's speech and determination. They didn't expect her to remain fiercely loyal to Azure Phoenix, despite the damage he has caused to the Land of Ma.
“Darn, when you put it like that, she got a point there.” Spike mumbled quietly to himself a bit.
“Still, talk about honour before reason.” Gallus chuckles a bit though yelps as Nyx nudges him. “Okay, seriously? Quit doing that.”
Blade Dragoon sighed as he armed with his Blue Crescent Dragon Blade, "Then, I have no choice. For the sake of my brother and his dream of benevolence, I must defeat and kill you! Twilight Sparkle, prepare yourself!"
And just before anyone could react, Blade Dragoon charged as he swung and slam his Blue Crescent Dragon Blade at the shocking and worrying Twilight. Luckily, Anger and Strict Stalker blocked and deflected the attacks. He got pushed back. And just before he could do anything, Saber and Rogue quickly got in his way, halting and blocking him from moving.
"Father, have you lost your mind?!" Rogue asked angrily and shockingly.
"Yeah, what has gotten into you, boss?!" Bullock asked in concern.
Hook hissed, "Yeah. What the heck are you doing?!"
“What the hell?!” Ben yells out angrily towards Blade Dragoon. “Is he trying to….”
“Yes, and suddenly I’m starting to doubt even being his pal.” Sandbar said in shock and disgust by this.
“The buck,” Applejack yells out in alarm that Blade Dragoon is trying to kill someone she considered to be a sister.
"Son! Saber, move aside now!" Blade Dragoon demanded firmly.
"No! I won't," Saber said firmly. Blade Dragoon was in shock yet angry. He continued, "Uncle, have you forgotten what Bladestrike has said? You and I know this is wrong! Skysoar was wrong about this! We've made the promise to Ben and his friends that we will save Twilight and her friends."
"But..." Blade Dragoon said in shock and concern.
"Father, please don't do it," Rogue pleaded.
Bullock nodded, "Yeah! Think about it, boss! You can't do this!"
"I beg of you! Don't kill her!" Hook pleaded, "She's Lord Ben's friend."
“Don’t kill, mommy, please! She is doing what she felt was right.” Nyx said worried.
“You even harm her….” Ben mumbled a bit but Twilight stops him from finishing by shaking her head. “Ugh, fine.”
Blade Dragoon gave some thoughts of what he was doing. He sighed in defeat and shame, "Very well. Go, my Lord Azure Phoenix and Princess Twilight. Leave this place..."
Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army sighed in relief. All of them quickly take their leave at once. Twilight and her friends were still behind as they were looking at Ben and his friends.
"I really hate this..." Ben commented dryly.
Twilight sighed, "I know. But Ben, you know we want Three Kingdoms to be friends than enemies. If you can-!"
"I know. I will try my best. I just hope you stay alive."
"Me too, Ben. Me too."
“Right….” Twilight said as she nuzzles her love. “No worries, this isn’t the last time we will see each other.”
“Ugh, I wish I could join ya…..this is hell.” Ben sighs sadly.
“I know. Come on, let’s go.”
“Yeah….bye daddy,” Nyx said sadly as her group joins Twilight while they take their leave.
Twilight and her friends trotted off and regrouped with Azure Phoenix and his main forces. They're now heading back to Jing Province's Palace. Blade Dragoon and his allies can do now is watch them run away with their lives.
"Saber, what the heck was that about?" Ben demanded angrily, "Why kill Twilight?! I thought you guys promised us that we will rescue and get them back home!"
“I didn’t sign up just so I will kill somepony I cared about!” Applejack yells furiously at Blade Dragoon furiously.
“Yeah, what you did was uncalled for and borders on wanting to kick your flank all over this ground!”
Saber sighed, "I'm sorry, Ben. It's complicated and messy."
"Father..." Rogue asked in concern.
"I couldn't do it," Blade Dragoon said shamefully, "I was too shame to kill Azure Phoenix and Twilight because of my debt and promise. I am ashamed to my brothers and you all. Forgive me..."
"Blade Dragoon?" Ben asked in shock and concern. He hissed, "I don't understand. I understand Azure Phoenix must die, but why her?! Why did you all want to kill Twilight?!"
"Because she will interfere my master plans for my lord. I cannot let that happen," Skysoar said firmly and calmly as he teleported himself before his allies. He glared at Ben and his friends, "You should not have interfere it."
“Seriously, dude?” Sandbar yells at Skysoar in disbelief. “You promised to help get them back, now you decided to pull this?!”
Skysoar scoffed a bit, "This is for the greater good. I have high hope that you will finally forget her and help our lord. But instead, you hesitated and failed to do what is necessary to save our land. You chose friendship over mission."
“And what you did was a load of horse crap!” Ben yells out furiously. He wanted to attack Skysoar but kept his emotions in check. “We’re doing this to save the world, not kill those we care for!”
“If what you got in mind involves killing Twilight, then buck you!” Applejack snapped furiously at Skysoar. “No murder is worth being necessary to save our land. Friendship is magic, not murder or cruelty!”
"It doesn't matter. Everything is in set," Skysoar said calmly as he looked at the sky, "The whole purpose of letting Azure Phoenix escaped with his life, so that we have enough time."
"Time for what?!" Applejack demanded.
“For you being a dick,” Ben scowls furiously at Skysoar. “I swear to the Gods, if you or any of your pals pulled a stunt like that again, we will take our pals and say buck you, we’re outta here!”
“Whoa, Ben, Ben,” Blade Dragoon exclaims in alarm by this. “You don’t want to do that.”
“I don’t care! But seriously, what is he even on about?!”
Skysoar narrowed his firm eyes, "For Lord Virtue Dragon's rise to power. It is time to walk a path fraught with great danger. The Three Kingdom Strategy can finally begin..."
While Blade Dragoon and his team remained firm and calm, Ben and his team can't help but feel uneasy and worried about Skysoar's plan, involving of three forces, which resulted death and losses. Sooner or later...
Ben hissed, "I've got a bad feeling about this..."
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 29: The Dragon Soar to Heaven

"Azure Phoenix's Ambition had been swallowed in the sea of crimson flames," Narrator narrated, "However, he will not abandon his quest. Not until he seized the land that he has fought so long and hard for. One night after he safely returned to Jing Province's Palace, Azure Phoenix received a unusual yet forewarning vision in his dream..."
After Azure Phoenix and his units have safely returned to Jing Province's Palace, all of them are fed and slept now. Azure Phoenix was in his bed chamber as he was sleeping peacefully and calmly. He grunted in frustration as he struggled trying to get good sleep like he's having a nightmare...
--------------------------------------------
Dream:

Azure Phoenix, alone, standing on his main flagship as he witnessed the destruction of his navy force. Most of his fleets have engulfed in flames by the hails of fire arrows. He can hear the screams and shouts for help from his soldiers as most of them were drowned into the sea, burnt alive or shot down by arrows. He was in deep shock and scared of what he just witnessed. He still could not believe that the most powerful warlord like him could have lose to weak like Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger.
The flames grew larger and engulfed him alive. But for some reason, it did not burn him alive. As soon as the flames dispersed, he found Rhino Armor was standing before the hails of fire arrows. He held his hooves out like he's a shield. Unfortunately, he got shot on his chest. Azure Phoenix turned to his back as he found his trusted advisor Schemetrick was coughing and wheezing as he was trapped within the sea of flames. He then found his father - Dr Phoenix was running for his life but trapped by flames before he got stabbed by his enemy soldiers.
"No! No! Noooooooo!" Azure Phoenix shouted in fear and shock as he was trying to reach them, "Father! Rhino Armor! Schemetrick!" 
Instead of reaching them, the flames have engulfed three important ponies alive.  But soon, it was replaced by frightened and worried Jing Province Ponies. They quivered and shivered in fear upon looking at Azure Phoenix.
"Oh no! It's him! It's the Demon Lord!" Jing Province Peasant cried in fear as he and his fellow peasants panicked and quickly ran off at once. He shouted, "Lord Virtue Dragon! Save us!"
The peasants were soon burnt into ashes. They then formed into a familiar figure as he swung and aimed his Blue Crescent Dragon Blade at Azure Phoenix's throat, which shocked and scared him a lot.
"Blade... Dragoon..." Azure Phoenix said in shock and fear.
Blade Dragoon approached to Azure Phoenix as he muttered darkly, "Some day soon, your head will be mine..."
And just before Azure Phoenix could speak, Blade Dragoon has turned into ashes again. He has arrived at the destruction and burnt site of unknown town, filled with the death of thousand ponies including Mane Five, Spike, Cutie Mark Crusaders, Starlight, Sunset, Student Six, Ben, Princess Celestia and even his children. He then looked up and found Twilight was standing on top of the tree's trunk.
"Twilight?" Azure Phoenix asked in concern.
"No..." Twilight said darkly as she slowly turned and gave him dark yet scary glare. She chuckled evilly, "Midnight Sparkle. I owe it to you, my master. And you were right. I would be better off with the friends like them. With so much power and dark magic, I can do anything I wanted. I'm loving it! No one will stop me. No one will hold me back.  And nothing can stop me now."
Azure Phoenix was horrified and shocked. He shook his head, "No! No! This isn't right. This is not her! This is cannot be Twilight I've known and trusted for life!"
Midnight Sparkle smirked darkly, "Because of you and your harsh 'teaching', I finally understand the words now."
"Don't say it! Please..." Azure Phoenix pleaded.
Midnight Sparkle smirked, "I rather betray the world, then let the world betray me. It's the best line I ever heard!" She chuckled evilly, scared and shocked Azure Phoenix a lot. She smirked while readying her magical power, "Goodbye, my master..."
And just before Azure Phoenix could react, Midnight fired her magic power at him. He groaned in pain before screamed out loud. He was slowly burnt into nothingness.
Dream Ends

--------------------------------------------
"My lord? My lord, wake up."
Azure Phoenix groaned in pain and tiredness. He slowly opened his eyes as he was waking up. He then found his cousin One-Eyed Anger was looking at him. He grunted in frustration as he slowly get up and sat up straight.
Azure Phoenix yawned out loud, "I was dreaming."
"Really?" Anger asked in surprise, "I thought you were depressed by Red Cliff, but I see you're relaxed enough to nap."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "There is no point... in crying now. Now it's time for rest, for eating, sleeping and training... For our next battle..."
Anger hummed in thinking, "I'm guessing we're retreating now. No point of fighting back?"
"Indeed. I regret for not listening to Twilight's advice from the start of our campaign against Virtue Dragon. I have underestimated my enemies. I've made terrible mistakes." Azure Phoenix said regretfully, "If only Rhino and Schemetrick were alive, theirs and Twilight's would become more formidable power enough to overcome them."
"I know you miss them. So do I. But no point of regretting, we just have to try and win the battle again. Next time, we will be victorious."
"Yes. You are right. Next time, we'll be better."
"What are your orders, my lord?" Anger asked.
Azure Phoenix sighed calmly, "By dawn, we must return to Xuchang Palace. Armorstrike, Strict Stalker and Axen will remain behind to guard Jing Province. I am entrusting the defense to them."
Anger nodded firmly, "Understood, cousin. What about Twilight and her friends?"
Hearing the name scared and shocked him a bit, Azure Phoenix took a deep breath and sighed, "Take them with us. I don't want them facing their own friends."
"Huh? That's not like you." Anger asked in surprise.
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I wish I could explain it. But I'm still not certain. For now, retreat."
Anger nodded, "Understood."
--------------------------------------------
By dawn, the Imperial Phoenix Army have woken up early. Azure Phoenix and most of his forces including Twilight and her friends have gathered at northern gate of Jing Province's Palace. Armorhide, Strict Stalker and Axen stood before their lord. The Lord of Imperial Phoenix Army passed the small pouch to Armorhide.
"Armorhide, your responsibility is to defend the Jing Province's Palace at all cost," Azure Phoenix ordered firmly and calmly, "Open the pouch when the situation is in dire..."
Armorhide nodded firmly, "Leave ti to me, my lord. Return home safely and rest."
Azure Phoenix nodded firmly. He then gestured and led his most of Imperial Phoenix Army out. They're on their way back to the Xuchang Palace now. Twilight and her friends followed them as well. Twilight approached to Azure Phoenix as she wished to speak.
"Lord Azure, I'm surprised that you decide to bring me and my friends home together," Twilight asked curiously, "Not that, there's anything wrong about it. I'm just curious. Is there something bothering you?"
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Nothing. I just want to make up for my mess. I hope you will continue your service under me until we unify the land and rescue your friends."
"Really? Twilight asked in surprise.
“You aren’t doing this to mess with us, are ya?” Gallus ask Azure Phoenix sketpically.
Azure Phoenix nodded firmly, "Yes, I did. We both have an agreement. And I intend to fulfill it. For now, we return home and regroup. I am counting on you to help me, my friend."
Twilight was touched and surprised as she blushed, "Yes, my lord. We will do our best."
Gallus scoffed, "Hopefully, he doesn't threaten us again."
“Come on, I got a feeling that he won’t this time….I hope.”
“Hope doesn’t win this, Head Mare. I wonder how our pals will react.”
--------------------------------------------
"HE DID WHAT?!"
Virtue Dragon's Forces returned to the Tiger Fury Castle. For their greatest victory, both forces were celebrating and partying wildly and happily as they have won the greatest battle in their life. They were feasting and drinking their wines wildly. Most of them were chatting and talking with each other about what they have done during the battle against the enemies. Their alliance has overcome and defeated the massive navy force of Azure Phoenix. 
Ben, Applejack and Sandbar regrouped with the rest of their friends in their own chamber. They then told them of what has happened when they and Blade Dragoon Units ambushed Azure Phoenix. Their friends were in deep shock and angry to hear it.
"I can't believe it!" Pinkie snapped angrily, "How could he?! Virtue Dragon promised us that we'll get Twilight back to us! But instead, they went backstabbing at us?! I can't believe it! This is unbelievable! Inconceivable! Insulting!"
“We’re telling the truth.”  Sandbar said with an annoyed sigh. “I mean, he really is trying to mess with us.”
“That is sooooooo mean! How?!”
Ben sighed, "It's true. We saw everything."
"It's no wonder Saber was having trouble of telling us," Applejack said in concern. She sighed, "If I was in his horseshoes, I'd be having trouble of telling my friends of what my pops was doing because I loved and cared for him so much."
“Well, unlike Skysoar, at least your dad doesn’t try to backstab and kill our friends.”
“Eeyup.”
Sunset sighed, "What are we gonna do now? Skysoar is going to initiate the Three Kingdoms Strategy. And you know what that means?"
“Not a good answer, I bet.” Sandbar said nervously.
“With what’s going on? Nothing is ever good.” Smolder complains in disgust.
"It means the big trouble and fight between two clans is about to begin," Starlight said in concern, "We have to make sure that Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger are in good terms especially getting the half of Jing Province. Because if they're on bad terms..."
"Then, they'll be on war against each other," Ocellus exclaimed in concern. She quivered in fear, "I heard that 'The Battle of Grave Stone Maze' is the bloodiest war between Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. It's a nightmare."
“Even worse than the nightmares and villains we deal with put together.” Pinkie cried out in horror. “And that’s not what we will deal with as our final season goes on.”
“Too random, and I’m scared to even ask, Pinkie.”
Ben sighed, "Well, we'd better make sure that they won't have that war. We have to make sure that Three Kingdoms are in peace and friends with each other, not enemies. I can only hope that Skysoar doesn't screw our effort for making his plan to fruition."
"That would be difficult," Ocellus said in concern, "He's too intelligent and cunning for us to outsmart. We just have to be alert and keep an eye on the situation."
“Unless something happens that really bucks me off.” Rainbow remarks angrily.
“Rainbow Dash!” Applejack exclaims, scolding her friend for using such language in front of the kids.
“Sorry, just saying….”
"Alright, let's make sure that everything will be better than history's," Ben said calmly.
Pinkie nodded, "Yeah. I just hope that jerk don't try to trick us again. I hate somepony break Pinkie Promise."
"Uh, Pinkie, nopony make Pinkie Promise, remember?" Applejack said bluntly.
"Huh? Oh!" Pinkie said in realization, "Okie Dookie Lookie!"
Smolder groaned, "Pinkie is so random."
Rainbow sighed, "You have no idea..."
--------------------------------------------
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger have gathered at the Tiger Fury's Castle Dinning Hall.  On left side is filled with Virtue Dragon and his officers while on right side are Courage Tiger and his allies. The leaders were sitting on top of the long table at the top of dinning hall, along with their families and strategists. All of them were celebrating, feasting and cheering for their victory. Unknown to any of them, Ben and his friends were hiding on top of balcony as they were spying and eavesdropping on their allies' conversations.
Courage Tiger turned and faced to his allies, "Everyone, I wish to thank you all including our friends for helping us to defeat and repel the forces of Azure Phoenix back to where he came from." He sighed, "Pity that we were unable to capture him alive. He will come back for revenge, no doubt. He will bring more army."
Virtue Dragon smiled calmly, "That maybe true, Lord Courage. However, if we can defeat him at Red Cliff, then we can do it again. We just need to make preparation and training for the next battle."
Surprised yet inspired by Virtue Dragon's words, Courage Tiger sighed, "Such truly hero, Lord Virtue. But you're right. We can do it again." He stood up as he held his wine cup, "A toast to our victory over our greatest enemy in history!"
"To our victory!" Virtue Dragon's and Courage Tiger's Officers and Soldiers cheered and held their cups high.
After giving the toast, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger drank it proudly and happily. They all cheered and chatted happily about their recent success.
"Lord Virtue, thank you so much for supporting and helping us," Courage Tiger thanked happily, "If you and your forces hadn't come and propose the alliance with me, then we would have been at Azure Phoenix's mercy and subordinates."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Yes. But I cannot take that compliment. It's all thanks to Skysoar and his brilliant strategy. And you should congratulate your Chief Commander since he lead the navy force against the odd numbers."
Courage Tiger laughed, "So true. So true. A toast to Riverstrike and Skysoar!"
The Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger cheered out wildly and happily. Riverstrike bowed humbly, "Thank you, my lord. I am honored. It was everyone's teamwork and effort that we have succeeded our goal."
"Indeed," Skysoar said while fanned himself calmly, "Everything has gone according to our plan."
Ben groaned, "Yeah. Like killing Twilight because she's a threat to his 'master plan'. Pain to my ass."
"Yeah," Applejack agreed angrily, "One day, his master plan is gonna get everyone killed. He has no one to blame but himself."
“Right, and he is going to buck us over, and ruin our friendships…..I hate being against Twilight.”
“Me too. She’s like a sister to me….”
“Sister to all of us.” Rainbow remarked in agreement as well.
"As much as I hated his methods, I don't like badmouthing about him," Ocellus said calmly and gently. Everyone glared at her. She cleared her throat, "He did save our kingdoms, you know."
"She has the point," Carrie agreed, "Whether you like him or not, we wouldn't have come this far if it weren't for him."
Ben sighed, "Fine. I give him that credit. But I'm keeping an eye on him. I have the feeling he's gonna make excuses and lies to everyone, so that his master plan can be achieved. He's gonna kill us soon."
"Yeah. Unless he's willing to listen, we can't trust him," Applejack remarked dryly.
“He better watch himself.” Rainbow remarks sternly. “As far as I’m concerned, I no longer trust that piece of horse crap.”
While the Alliance continued their celebration, Virtue Dragon gave some thoughts as he turned and looked at Courage Tiger, "Lord Courage, I hope you do not mind me asking." The Lord of Water Tiger Clan turned and looked at him. He continued, "Since Azure Phoenix and his main forces are forced to retreat, I was thinking and hoping that you would allow me to return ponies back to Jing Province, helping them to settle down. I would like to use it as the base."
"Excuse me?!" Apollo demanded in fury as he and his fellow officers from Water Tiger Clan were annoyed and angry to hear Virtue Dragon's request. He continued, "Jing Province is the most valuable strategic location and also once part of Wuhu River! Did you honestly-?!"
"Apollo, enough," Courage Tiger ordered.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Please, understand this, my lord. I only wish to have small piece of a land for me to settle down and govern my own ponies. Nothing more, nothing less."
Courage Tiger hummed calmly, "I supposed it won't hurt to have you control the land. But still, even though Azure and his forces have returned to Xuchang Palace, his officers - Armorhide, Axen and Strict Stalker are defending the Jing Province's Palace. I have no doubt that they won't go down easily ever since we won the Battle of Red Cliff."
"Perhaps we can help you with that," Virtue Dragon suggested.
"Better yet," Skysoar said calmly. Everyone looked at him. He smiled calmly, "Let us have another competition."
"Again?" Warpath asked in annoyance, "Are you kidding me?!"
Blade Dragoon hummed uneasily, "I agreed with Warpath. Last time you have competition, you gave us heart attack."
"Agreed. I don't believe it is necessary," Virtue Dragon agreed in concern, "We don't want trouble again."
"No. No trouble at all," Riverstrike said calmly as he was looking at Skysoar, "In fact, I would like to have challenge again. And I can only assume that the first one who conquered the Jing Province within six months, one of our lord will be made as the Lord of Jing Province."
"Riverstrike!" Courage Tiger scolded firmly.
"Very well, I accept the challenge," Skysoar said calmly and firmly, "Just remember, Riverstrike, don't push yourself too hard. It might end your life sooner than you think."
Riverstrike scoffed, "I do not plan to die today. I won't fail."
"We shall see," Skysoar said calmly.
Riverstrike smirked as he held his hoof up, "May the strategist win."
Skysoar shook Riverstrike's hoof, "I wish you luck."
Aqua groaned, "Here we go again."
Saber sighed, "Tell me about it. I just hope that they're not pulling another prank again. I hate it."
Ben and his friends have overheard everything from the balcony. They all looked worry and uneasy about the latest competition that both Riverstrike and Skysoar gotten into.
"Looks like this is where it begins," Ben said in concern, "Let's just hope that Skysoar is playing fair and not cheating. The last thing we want is making Courage Tiger and his kingdom a group of angry tigers."
“Tigers?” Carrie ask, with an arch of the eyebrow. “I thought they were ponies.”
“An expression, Carrie.”
“I’m scared.” Ocellus remarked in worry. “I’m worried as to what Skysoar could do next.”
Rainbow smirked, "Don't worry. We won't let it happen. Count on it..."
"Indeed, darling. As long we're around, Courage Tiger and Water Tiger Clan won't get paranoid and angry," Rarity said calmly, "We make sure of it."
Ben sighed, "I hope so..."
--------------------------------------------
After setting up with the bet for conquering the Jing Province, the Alliance of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger are preparing to march for their expedition. Water Tiger Clan has gathered up 30,000 soldiers while Virtue Dragon's has recruited 150,000 soldiers. They're now on their way to Jing Province.
As planned, Water Tiger Clan will march and invade the northern part while Virtue Dragon's Forces attacked southern part of Jing Province.
Water Tiger Clan has arrived at Jing Province's Palace after a week of marching and travelling to the northern path. They then set up the camp. Some were training fiercely under Scarblade and Pirate Scythe. Thunderbold and Trip were scouting on the battlefield while spying on enemy territory as well.
Inside the main camp, Riverstrike looked restless and uneasy as he was trotting around the camp. His place was filled with maps, books, reports and chart board for battlefield map. It was completely mess.
Apollo, Sam, Tigress, Aqua, Rainbow, Sunset, Yona and Carrie have arrived and entered the camp. They all have taken their seats for discussion.
Sam was the first to speak, "You summoned us, Commander?"
Riverstrike sighed, "Yes, thank you for coming. We need to discuss of our situation."
"My lord, Master Thunderbold and Sergeant Trip haven't return from their recon." Apollo reminded his lord.
"Why are you sweating? Are you alright, Riverstrike?" Tigress asks, noting how sweating her commander is.
Riverstrike sighs as he shakes his head, "I'm fine. But I'm more concern with Skysoar."
"Skysoar? What is wrong with him?" Sam asks Riverstrike puzzled.
Riverstrike sighed, "I don't like telling this in front of our 'friends'. But I feared of him."
"Fear him? Why would you think of that?" Apollo asks Riverstrike in bewilderment. Granted, Skysoar has not been acting the honest side and is very deceptive lately, but still.
"Right, any reason why you're concerned about him," Sunset ask Apollo in concern.
"At least answer us, man!" Rainbow complains, making some of the others glances at her for this.
"Do you recall the first competition that he and I gambit?" Riverstrike reminded everyone who nodded. "I was testing him and his capability. And to be honest, I have never met someone that is equal to my intelligent and wit."
"Yona is not surprised." Yona sighs a bit. "Skysoar doesn't look like pony to mess with."
"I rather mess with him. He's a big liar and a jerk." Rainbow remarked in disgust.
"There is more. I fear that he would target and destroy our home." Riverstrike said seriously to everyone.
Everyone screams out in shock, "What?!"
"T-That's absurd! Skysoar would never do such a thing!" Sam protests in disbelief. Skysoar has been proven a great ally to those not on Azure Phoenix's side! How could he even do just a thing?!
Aqua agreed as she added, "Those guys are our friends. Saber is my friend too. They wouldn't gone backstabbing at us!"
"Yeah! Virtue helped us to defeat Azure Phoenix at Red Cliff! And we won!" Tigress protested, still in disbelief.
Rainbow muttered, "Yeah; except that jerk tried to kill Twilight."
"Yona agrees on that." Yona muttered in agreement. "Yona won't side with anyone who hurts friend."
"Right, even my family wouldn't like it." Carrie muttered as well.
Riverstrike continues onward, explaining, ""It's not Virtue I don't trust. It's Skysoar. He might have the agenda of what he was looking for. I fear that our alliance is merely part of his ploy."
"For what," Apollo ask, fearing the worst.
"To gain more power and territories."
"They could rival against our kingdom, not just Azure Phoenix!"
"Still, even though it was part of ploy, I still believe it's our advantages. We should use it." Sam advises thoughtfully.
Riverstrike sighed, "I hope you're right. But someone needs to spy and keep an eye on Skysoar. I want to make sure that he keeps his word."
"Don't worry. We've got it covered." Sunset spoke up, much to everyone else's surprise.
"Huh; What; When," Sam yelps in surprise and confusion; sounds like he is being involved in this.
Apollo scratches his chin thoughtfully as he spoke, "Indeed. I doubt Skysoar would allow us to visit him except his brother and Sam."
Rainbow snickered, "We weren't talking about us, guys. We're talking about our buddies on their sides."
"Yona don't get it," Yona spoke up, a bit puzzled by this.
Carrie explains to Yona, giving her a clear idea as to what's going on, "It means Ben and our guys are keeping an eye on them. They will make sure that Virtue Dragon's Forces don't try to cheat during the competition. If they did, the guys will stop them."
Riverstrike smiled, speaking, "That's a relief. Thank you so much."
"Now we can hope nothing else goes wrong."
"Skysoar may try something else to give us one Tartarus of a bad time." Rainbow remarks with a frown.
"And hopefully he doesn't get under Ben's mane." Sunset said. She is concerned that Skysoar may upset to tick him off and make him do something drastic.
-----------------
Virtue Dragon's Forces have already arrived to Jing Province's South. They have already set up the camp. Virtue Dragon, Skysoar, Blade Dragoon, Warpath, Dragonspear, Saber, Ben and his team have gathered for battle plan discussion.
Once everyone calm down, Virtue spoke up, "I'm glad everyone is here. Shall we proceed with our next strategy?"
"Indeed, we shall. We've already conquered the first territory - Southern Fort." Skysoar explains as he motions to the battle plan on the map.
Phobos cleared his throat, joking, "You mean asking them to surrender nicely?"
Skysoar looked annoyed while snapping, "Yes. Surrender to us. As I was saying..." He then noticed Ben and his friends looked boring and annoying. "Are you even paying attention to me or humiliating me? Because I can't help but feel like you're against me."
"Not after the stunt you just pulled." Ben remarked with a scowl.
"Eyup! You done tried to kill Twilight." Applejack remarked sternly.
"Yeah, why should we give you any respect? Not cool." Sandbar added, shaking his head.
"Skysoar? More like SkyBORE!" Phobos insulted, making Ben and the rest of his group laughs.
"Guys, enough," Saber said quickly, not wanting Skysoar to get upset, "Quite insulting."
Blade Dragoon agrees, "Don't antagonize him. He was just doing his job."
"That doesn't mean I forgive him. I'm keeping an eye on you, Skysoar." Ben remarked furiously, making a signal as if saying "I'm watching you so watch it, bub."
Warpath whistled, "Wow. And they say I got trust issues. What's eating them?"
Dragonspear hummed, "I wish I knew..."
"Nevertheless, we shall proceed to conquer the south as promised." Skysoar said, deciding not to bother with the insults and comments towards him right now. "Master Dragonspear will invade Eastern City while Master Warpath will deal with the Western City. And of course, Master Blade Dragoon shall deal with Huang Zhong Fort if you're up to it."
Blade Dragoon nodded as he spoke, "I do, my lord; to redeem my failures."
Starlight cleared her throat as she reminds, "I wouldn't call that a failure since Skysoar doesn't want Azure Phoenix to die, so Water Tiger Clan will get distracted to deal with him while he steal everything."
"No honour among thieves..." Applejack remarks furiously.
"What is wrong with you all?" Dragonspear demanded in disbelief. "Stop disrespecting our strategist!"
"If you're worried about my honest, rest assured that I will do no such thing," Skysoar assured Ben's group, though they suspected that he is indeed lying. How could they even trust him again after what he tried to do to Twilight before?
"How do we know you're telling you the truth?" Sandbar asks Skysoar suspiciously while frowning.
"I agreed. I mean, for all we know, you will likely try again or backstab us first chance you get." Starlight said in agreement.
"To buck with this; Maybe we shouldn't help at all." Ben remarks angrily. Perhaps he and his group should forget helping out Skysoar, Virtue, or anyone else who is too stupid to realize that Skysoar cannot be trusted!
"You can choose. Help us to take the land for Lord Virtue or never see your friends again." Skysoar spoke as if secretly taunting them. "I can assure you one thing - your friends will never be the same since they helped him escape."
"Bullcrap," Sandbar screams out angrily at Skysoar.
"I agreed! That is the biggest, most disgusting lie I have ever heard!" Applejack screams out furiously at Skysoar. "They got their reason for doing so; they are still our true friends through and through!"
"You take that back right now or I will punch you in the face so hard, your other self will feel it!" Phobos exclaims angrily, preparing his claws to do just do that. Smolder looks like she is doing the same thing.
Virtue Dragon chose that time to interfere before a fight breaks out, "That is enough. We're working together, not against each other. Ben and my friends, I'm truly sorry for breaking promises. But right now, in order to bring my dream of Benevolence come true, we need all the help we can get especially Skysoar's. I promised you that we will get your friends back."
"Assuming you won't try to backstabbing us again." Smolder remarks with a scoff.
"Yeah," Pinkie remarks in agreement. Even she, a fun loving pony, is disgusted.
"Do not worry. I have no intention to pulling that stunt. We just focus on the South. Nothing more, nothing less," Skysoar spoke up in assuration.
"Better hope so." Ben remarks darkly. He doesn't trust Skysoar now as far as he can throw him, and with his abilities, he could throw him a mile away!
"Believe me. I don't like lying." Applejack remarks in agreement. She can smell a lie coming a mile away.
"Either way, move out now!" Virtue Dragon orders, dismissing the meeting before it could get ugly.
"Lord!" Everyone bows in respect. Well, ALMOST everyone.
Virtue Dragon Forces turned and exited the camp. Ben turned and gave the glare at Skysoar before exiting out.
Virtue Dragon sighed, "I cannot believe you asked me to lie to them again. "
"Correction; Withholding the truth," Skysoar spoke up, clearing it up so to speak, "Knowing them, they will stop us from doing what is necessary. We need all Jing Province as our base."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "I'm well aware of that. I still don't like lying and cheating."
"Have you taken Lord Sozin's offer, we would not have suffered this fate."
"I don't like taking sickly old pony's kindness, and I didn't do a good job as a ruler."
"That is why you have me, my lord." Skysoar assures as he patted his lord on the back.
"Still, how are we gonna get the Northern Part, without Riverstrike's knowledge?" Virtue Dragon spoke, getting to another matter at hoof here. " As you have said, they won't let us get there, even if we did succeed our mission."
Skysoar smiled, adding in amusement, "I've already set the plan in motion; Nothing to worry about."
-----------------
Team Ben split up and helped their allies conquered the rest of the cities. Starlight and Smolder assisted Dragonspear to negotiate the mayor to surrender and work under their lords. Warpath has easily killed the brutal yet rude general at ease while Pinkie and Phobos calmed down the civilians.
And now, Blade Dragoon and his team of Saber, Rogue, Bullock and Hook were heading to Huang Zhong Fort. Ben, Applejack and Sandbar went with them as well. They have arrived and stood before the fortress.
Rogue looks around, speaking, "Looks like we have arrived, father."
Blade Dragoon nodded as he speak, "Indeeds. Do you think they will surrender?"
HONK! Blade Dragoon and his team were alerted as they turned and looked at the front. They found the soldiers coming out from the castle. They all armed themselves in battles. They were led by an old yellow Earth Pony with white long beard and mustache, short curvy mane and tail dressed in his yellowish robe with dragon green armour while his cutie mark is bow and arrow. His partner is an iron masked brownish muscular yet fierce and wild humanoid twin-horned winged dragon with a rhino's horn-like.
"Looks like you have the answer, uncle." Saber said thoughtfully.
Blade Dragoon nudged his Red Hare to move to the front, calling out, "I am Blade Dragoon of Virtue Dragon's Forces. I've come in peace."
"Peace?! Peace," The old pony roars in fury. "Your peace is a joke, brat! If it's peace, then why bring the army here?! You're no different from Lord Azure Phoenix! You won't fool me that easily! You just come here to take our homeland! Not a chance!"
Iron masked Dragon roared, "I... Fight... I... Defend... Home..."
"And you are?" Blade Dragoon asks, arching an eyebrow at the old pony.
"Veteran Shot. General Veteran Shot of Lord Sozin's Archery Forces!" The old pony explains as he identifies himself.
Iron masked Dragon booms out, "Gutsy!"
"Veteran Shot?! Gusty?! No way," Saber yelps out in surprise. He is definitely familiar with those names!
"What's up?" Bullock asks, arching an eyebrow at this.
"You heard of them?" Hook asks Saber curiously.
Saber explains in amazement, "I heard about those two generals. Veteran Shot is the master of shooting arrows, and it is said that he'd never missed. Gutsy the Iron Masked Dragon is the most brutal and strong warrior among his forces."
"So we're dealing with a powerful pony and a big Dragon then," Applejack said in amusement.
"Not the kind of combination I would deal with, dude." Sandbar said with a chuckle.
"Why would a warlord sent the old pony to face me? This is wrong." Blade Dragoon said doubtfully. This old pony doesn't seem like the kind of one that seems to be seriously.
Applejack on the other hoof thinks differently, explaining, "Blade Dragoon, I wouldn't call him that. Trust me, he's not very old as you think of him. He's stronger than he looks."
Ben groaned, "Yeah. Last time I call him that and gotten into a big fight with him was when Rainbow took me for Wild Blue Yonder, with Granny Smith and her gang."
"Yeesh. I don't think I wanna face him or Gutsy." Sandbar remarks with a groan of his own. "I remember Smolder admire that Iron Dragon for being strongest and fiercest dragon in Dragon Land."
"Either way, we must end this now. General Veteran Shot. General Gutsy. Surrender now, and your lives will be spared. I will not fight with you." Blade Dragoon demands sternly. He will not fight unless he got no choice in the matter.
"Why; because you think I'm old pony and he speaks like dumb?! Is that why you want to negotiate with us?! You insult us!" Veteran Shot snarled, feeling insulted by other ponies considering him old and the way Gutsy spoke.
"No! I mean yes! But still-!"
Rogue unfortunately chose that time to interrupt, "Hey! That isn't true, old timer!"
"Are you serious, Rogue?! I thought I told you not to call him that!" Ben yelled out to Rogue in horror.
"Too late; He's red as the wild bull!" Applejack gasped. She's right, as what Rogue just said made him so red, it's hard to reason with him at that state.
Burnt in red, Veteran Shot screams out in fury, "I'll show you who's old pony, you whipper snapper!"
Gutsy roared, "Attack!"
"Great! Why does Veteran Shot has to misunderstand these kind of situations?!" Ben yelps in alarm by this.
"They're on their own here." Applejack said, knowing that Blade Dragoon and Rogue will need to handle this matter on their lonesome. "Let's hope they can handle it."
"I am rather worried that they will handle THEM." Sandbar remarks in concern.
Veteran Shot and Gutsy charged and attacked both Blade Dragoon and Rogue. Both father and son did their best not to harm the veteran general and dragon warrior, but the latter have proven to be strong and fast. Nevertheless, they managed to repel the attacks and strike back.
Blade Dragoon tried his best not to harm Veteran Shot, but it shocked and surprised that the old pony has strength to fight back or speed to dodge and block the attacks. He continued swinging his Blue Crescent Dragon Blade at the old pony, who continued fighting back.
After few rounds of swinging his sword, Veteran Shot panted heavily and exhausting from the fight. Blade Dragoon noticed it.
Blade Dragoon spoke up, "Perhaps, you should rest."
"Why?! Think of I'm an old pony?!" Veteran Shot demands furiously and suspiciously.
"No. I do not attack the warrior with limited strength. In fact, I wish to go on full force."
"Really; you were testing me."
Blade Dragoon gins as he explains, "I was. You're truly a warrior to be feared of, Veteran Shot. Are you ready for next round?"
Veteran Shot laughed, "You know it! Prepare yourself!"
Riding their Dragon Ride, Blade Dragoon and Veteran Shot charged and engaged their fierce duel again. And this time, both of them fought fiercely and determinedly against each other for few rounds.
Rogue swung his Giant Broadsword at Gutsy, who endured and withstand the attacks, before grabbing and throwing him at the ground. The Iron Dragon roared angrily as he tried to slam and stomp on the young warrior, who rolled and dodged the attack as quickly as he can. Gutsy grabbed and held Rogue for finishing him up. Rogue used headbutt on the dragon's head before kicked him down. Rogue swung again at the Iron Dragon, who barely blocks the attack. Both of them continued fighting and battling with each other fiercely and wildly for few times.
After minor clash, both of them moved back at once. Rogue noticed Gutsy's hand was bleeding.
"How about a break, Iron Dragon; Looks like you need some healing." Rogue suggests in concern. Gutsy roared angrily. "Hey! Ease off with your roar, buddy. I'm trying to be fair. In fact, like my father, I do not strike opponent with limited strength. And trust me, I don't want to go easy on you."
Gutsy growled a bit, "You... Mean... It..."
"Yeah. Still want to rest."
Gutsy smirked while admitting, "Never... I... Fight..."
Gutsy roared wildly as he charged and slammed his claws at Rogue to the ground. He tried to slam and struck his claws at Rogue, who dodge and evade the attacks while punching and kicking him off. Both continued their fierce fight.
Saber whistles at this, "Incredible. Even at old age, Veteran Shot continued to fight. He even can bested Uncle Blade Dragoon."
Bullock nodded as he added, "Yeah. No kidding. I'm still having hard time to believe it."
"And not to mention, that Gutsy is real tough dragon to deal with. We could always use another one." Hook said with an amazed look. Gutsy should be on their side.
"As long as a certain pony doesn't do anything drastic." Ben mumbles to his friends quietly.
"Eyeup, but let's watch on." Applejack insists as they continue watching this fight. 
Blade Dragoon and Veteran Shot rode their Dragon Ride at distance. They nudged their rides to charge straight at each other. As they swung their blades at each other, his Dragon Ride yelped in shock and surprise, making Veteran Shot fell off from his mount.
Veteran Shot yelped, "Ah; My back!"
Gutsy gasped, "General!"
Gutsy abandoned the duel with Rogue. He came to Veteran Shot while blocked Blade Dragoon from coming close to him. Instead of attacking, the bearded warrior turned his back from them both.
Blade Dragoon spoke sternly, "Get a better ride, Master Shot. I want rematch fairly." He rather not takes the advantage of hitting an enemy while he or she is down. Not even if that someone is an old pony.
"W-Why..." Gutsy ask in surprise yet concern. Blade Dragoon chose not to end the duel with them both?
"He's right. You should have finished me off." Veteran Shot said in agreement. Blade Dragoon got the chance to finish the duel.
"There is no honour to finish such honourable fighter like you." Blade Dragoon explains gently to the two. After all, the duel is not fair if the opponent was at an disadvantage here, and he prefers to win his fighters fairly.
"Wow, that's true." Sandbar said with a nod. "No way you would win a duel like that."
"I supposed in light of the problem with Skysoar, not every pony is a jerkass." Ben admits with a nod.
Veteran Shot pauses as he looks down for a moment. The old pony thinks before looking up, saying, "Such honor and chivalrous; Very well. We will continue this tomorrow."
"Honor..." Gutsy growled with a thoughtful look of his own.
Gutsy helped and carried Veteran Shot on his back. They both returned to the castle. Blade Dragoon and his units returned to the camp.
"My lord; that was amazing battle; I wish you could have end the battle early." Bullock said to Blade Dragoon in amazement.
Hook added, "Indeed. Lord Dragonspear and Lord Warpath have conquered the city."
"I'm well aware of it. But I do believe they can be recruited. We need to earn their trust." Blade Dragoon explains to his men. As long as he doesn't end them, Veteran Shot and Gutsy are indeed good allies to be with.
"Do you think it will work?" Rogue asks his father hopefully.
"One way to find out; we shall use 'Magic of Friendship' on them!"
"Hate to burst your bubbles. That is not how it works." Ben points out, rolling his eyes at this claim.
"He's done right." Applejack spoke in agreement. The Magic of Friendship works with true friends and helps overcome your problems, but not all the time.
"Right, some stubborn jerk ass ponies would rather not have friends, and solve his problems the wrong way."
"Stubborn ponies."
"The Magic of Friendship also comes from within." Ben explains to Blade Dragoon calmly. "And it also doesn't force ponies to your sides. You got to give them time."
---------
During dinner time, both Veteran Shot and Gutsy were eating their foods for tomorrow battle. While the Iron Dragon enjoyed eating meats, Veteran Shot was having some thinking about his duel with Blade Dragoon.
Gutsy spoke up, "Veteran Shot?"
" Don't mind me, Gutsy. I was just thinking. Do you think we should surrender to them?" Veteran Shot ask Gutsy seriously.
"Why? They... Enemies..."
"Yes, I'm well aware of that. Unlike any enemies or bandits we have fought, Blade Dragoon has no intention of treating me as an old pony but respected warrior. Not to mention, they could have taken my head at ease."
"True... Young... Worried... Me... I... was... Injured..." Gutsy explains calmly, fearing for his injuries and such.
Veteran Shot scoffed a bit, "Perhaps... It will be worth to meet their master. I heard that their lord is benevolent and virtuous. I wonder what he looks like."
"I... Want... Meet... Him..."
"One last duel with them?"
Gutsy smirked while exclaiming, "Yeah!"
"To our glory," Veteran Shot roars out as he and his Dragon did a toast.
"Glory!"
Veteran Shot and Gutsy gave each other a toast for their glory. They can't wait for their rematch.
-------------------------------------------
On the next day, Veteran Shot and Gutsy were armed and readied for next battle. Blade Dragoon and Rogue were there as well. Both sides charged and engaged the duel at once. Blade Dragoon and Veteran Shot were battling with each other fiercely. Rogue and Gutsy also fought as well. Both sides of their army gave the loud battle cry and cheer to their generals.
Ben waits patiently as he spoke, "Think Blade and Rogue can win?"
"I'm sure they do." Saber said to Ben in assuration.
"Oooh; Pinkie Sense going off," Pinkie said as her usual Pinkie Sense goes off. "I gotta good feeling here."
"When Pinkie said that, something big is going to happen." Applejack explains thoughtfully.
Blade Dragoon gave a powerful swing of his blade, knocking Veteran Shot. The old pony turned and ran off at once. As the warrior gave chase, Veteran Shot jumped up before turned his bow and arrow at him. The old pony fired his arrow, alerting Blade Dragoon to back off. 
To his shock and surprise, Blade Dragoon was unharmed and found no sign of arrows. Though suspicious and curious, he continued chasing after Veteran Shot, who oddly continued firing 'arrows' at him but nothing. Reaching to dead end, Veteran Shot fired his arrow which only hit at Blade Dragoon's helmet, which shocked and surprised him.
Blade Dragoon yelps in fright, "That shot... It could have been my head. Why didn't you do it?"
Veteran Shot sighed as he put his bow down, "Just returning the favour; your move, youngster. What will you do?"
"Just as I thought. You're indeed honourable warrior. My brother will be honoured to have you."
Veteran Shot smiled while admitting, "As do I."
Gutsy roared wildly as he tried to slam some punches on Rogue, who blocked and deflected the attacks as fast as he can for few rounds. As soon as Gutsy struck his claws at him to the walls, Rogue quickly kicked him by guts, followed by head butt. Rogue swung and struck his Giant Broadsword at the Iron Dragon, who endured and blocked the attacks for few times.
Both sides continued fighting fiercely and wildly until Rogue and Gutsy charged and struck each other. After passing each other, Rogue got a small cut on his chest while Gutsy got his horn cut off.
"Good... Good..." Gutsy grumbles as he turned to Rogue, giving a bow of respect. "Well done..."
"Thanks. Gotta admit. You're real tough dragon. Want to join us?" Rogue asks hopefully. This got to convince him and Veteran Shot to join their side now.
Gutsy smirked as he answers, "I... Am..."
Blade Dragoon and Rogue turned to his forces while Veteran Shot and Gutsy turned to theirs. They lifted their hooves and claws up high, gesturing that they're in peace. Their forces gave a loud cheer for it.
"Well, looks like we got ourselves some new recruits." Applejack spoke in observation.
"I just hope nothing else goes wrong." Ben mumbles, fearing that something bad is about to go down very soon.
-------------------
Back in the present....
"Well, they are supposed to be here." Sunburst said as he, Flash, and the rest of the Stallion Six came in, glancing around. He moves his glasses up a bit. "But the girls, Ben, Nyx and the Dragons are nowhere in sight."
"Something must've happened." Caramel said in concern while looking around. "It's not like them to disappear."
"And leave us to foal sitting duties." Soarin' remarks as he glances at five familiar fillies and a colt coming in after them. "Try to be careful. Azure Phoenix won't be pleased if we break anything in here."
"We will." Apple Bloom said as her group advances into the library. "So this is the library Jade spoke of."
"Yeah....and that must be the Book of Ages." Twist said as she and her friends spots the book, coming on over. "Neat."
"Now be careful. You know the trouble Jade got into with that." Dexter warns as the book comes over. "But you think this is why our girls came in here."
"Who knows?" Flash remark with a shrug as he opens the book. "But it got some neat...."
Suddenly the Book of Ages flashes like mad, much to their notice. Scootaloo yelps, "Whoa! What's...."
"Uh oh. Looks like we're about to experience something," Brian chuckles as the whole room appears in a flash....
--------------
Back in the past...
After their victory at Huang Zhong Fort, Blade Dragoon and his allies returned to the camp, bringing along both Veteran Shot and Gutsy. They all bowed humbly to Virtue Dragon and Skysoar.
Virtue Dragon spoke out warmly, "Welcome home, brother and son. I'd take that everything is alright."
Blade Dragoon smiles as he bows to his lord, explaining, "Indeed. I have brought new warriors; the master of archery - Veteran Shot, and also Iron Dragon - Gutsy."
"Trust me. These guys are the best warriors I ever seen." Saber said in agreement.
Veteran Shot and Gutsy bowed humbly as they spoke, "My lord..."
Suddenly as if without warning, Skysoar roars out in anger, "Arrest and execute Gutsy!"
"What," Veteran Shot gasps in shock and alarm.
"Why," Gutsy protests as the Dragon Guards came and grabbed Gutsy. They were about to drag him out but halted by Veteran Shot.
"Let my friend go! He hasn't done anything wrong!"
"What the hay, Skysoar?, Applejack protests furiously towards Skysoar. "He and Veteran Shot agrees to join us and now you decided to execute Gutsy without warning?!"
"Yeah, what's your deal, pal?!" Pinkie demands angrily. "He is no meanie!"
"He is. He is the bandit leader, who is responsible of Lord Sozin's death and even tried to sell his son to us when he supposed to help them! I know you too well, Gutsy the Iron Dragon." Skysoar explains sternly towards Guttsy who looks worried and speechless.
"I... I..." Gutsy begins to speak, wanting to protest about this.
Veteran Shot ignores him as he screams at Skysoar angrily, "Absurd! I've known my friend well. He did not murder our lord! But he doesn't wish to serve that son of his because he doesn't have the stomach to do it. He told me what happen, and we both wanted to join you. But we were too late because you escaped."
"And there is more. He may look like a fierce dragon, but deep within him, he's brave and loyal warrior, who concerns of his allies." Blade Dragoon said, defending Gutsy on his behalf.
"I am not convinced. He's too dangerous to live and work under us." Skysoar spoke sternly.
Smolder however spoke out, smoke coming out of her nostrils, "I am! I am a dragon! You wanna kill him! You gotta kill me first! I won't let you kill him!"
"Yeah! You mess with the wrong dragon!" Phobos exclaims in agreement.
"The ball is in your ball court, Skysoar." Pinkie remarks in amusement. "Either leave Gutsy alone or go through more Dragons."
"Either way, we win." Sandbar remarks with a nod.
Skysoar frowns as he snaps, "I still think-!"
Virtue Dragon holds up a hoof, interrupting Skysoar before he finish, "Enough. If you believed he can be trusted, so do I. We need all the help we can get to overcome the odds. You know that."
Skysoar hummed, "Very well. Release him." Dragon Guards let Gutsy go. "I'm warning you. If you ever have second thoughts of betraying our lord or me, I would not be mercy."
Gutsy whimpered in fear before nodded, "Understood."
Ben however steps in, looking pissed once more. He snaps in defiance, "No! I won't be mercy if you keep that up, Skysoar."
"Excuse me." Skysoar spokes, giving a glare at Ben as he is expecting this.
"I don't like how you treated and accuse the officers like they're criminals. And trust me; you don't want to see my ugly side."
"Your threat means nothing, illegitimate son of Princess of the Sun." Skysoar spoke all of the sudden. Ben was in shock as the jerk continues, "Yes, I know who you are. And I will not let you ruin my master plan. It will come true."
"I'm telling you. Your master plan is gonna cost lives. And trust me, it won't be good." Ben protests furiously at Skysoar. He isn't going to let this creep get the best of him!
"Please. Nothing bad could happen."
"You have no idea how wrong you are."
"That's enough! This kind of attitude has to stop." Virtue Dragon spoke, putting an end to this as well. While he didn't like Skysoar's attiude, he doesn't appreciate Bem's either. "Ben, I appreciate you defending Gutsy and vouch for his loyalty, but stop insulting Skysoar."
"I will if he stops acting like a jerk." Ben remarks dryly. He was this close in punching Skysoar in the nose and he doesn't give a damn whose is seeing him doing it.
"I'm sure he didn't mean it. But for now, we should focus on the current situation. I received the report that Riverstrike is attacking the Jing Province's Palace. What should we do?"
"We do nothing." Skysoar spoke, much to the surprise and annoyance of some of the others.
"That's it? We do nothing?" Smolder scoffs as she crosses her armes. "Not much of a plan to me."
"Eyeup," Applejack remarks with a frown. "Something about smells liked rotten apples."
"So you want us to not do a damn thing?" Ben asks Skysoar with a deep frown. First the lies, then the death threat towards Skysoar, and insulting him? What kind of pony like him does that to his allies?!
Skysoar nodded as he spoke, "Yes. Nothing; we wait and see how it goes."
"Fine. But if this is one of your tricks again-!"
"You have no authority here, Ben. And therefore, you have no power."
"Jackass-" Ben remarks furiously as he prepares to punch Skysoar in the nose hard. This has been a long time coming.
Saber quickly steps in Ben's way before he even gets close to Skysoar, protesting, "Ben, stop it. Stop making things worse. For now, we wait and see how it goes. I'm sure Skysoar has no intention of harming our alliance. For now..."
"He'd better..."
"Because I am getting fed up with him," Smolder remarks darkly to Skysoar. She wanted to save her friends and the kingdoms, but this? This is going too far.
"I think we made a mistake in helping these jerks in the first place." Phobos remarks dryly.
"Yeah; I don't like lying and breaking promises..." Pinkie remarks in agreement.
"Time to go; but let me tell you something what I told Blazefist and don't interrupt until I finish." Ben spoke to Skysoar sternly. The latter kept silent as he continues, "Say what you may about what I am....but I am lucky. I got a wonderful nice mother who I care about and love so much. She took care of me for years....and I got separated from her due to an event that I dare not speak about. I may not live in royalty like Azure Phoenix or a dangerous warrior....but I am a nice, brave hero who looks out for others. I loved my mother and was scared when I almost lost her few times before."
"Right, he said the whole thing." Saber said with a nod.
"I would be scared if something else happened to her. I came close to losing her so I am still her son, so that whole stuff you said Skysoar doesn't matter.
"Well...." Virtue Dragon said as he nodded in understanding. "You are lucky to still have someone who you care for."
"Thanks, Virtue." Ben said with a smile then gave a stern look towards Skysoar. "Now then, we will continue to help, but make no mistake about it....if we find out you have no intention still of getting Twilight and our friends back.....and are going to backstab us the whole time....and you get the idea.....then, I'm taking my group and leaving, and you guys can handle the Imperial Phoenix Empire without us. We will get our friends back with or without your help. Do you understand me?" Skysoar was silent. "I said do you understand me?"
"Yes, I understand." Skysoar spoke clearly.
"Good."
As soon as everyone left the tent, Saber quickly hid behind the tent for eavesdropping again. Virtue Dragon and Skysoar continued their discussion.
Virtue Dragon sighs as he shakes his head, "Was it necessary, Skysoar? Fighting with my friend? He was just doing what is right for Gutsy. And I have to admit it. He doesn't look a threat. He reminds me of Warpath. Plus, insulting Ben like that?"
Skysoar explains, "My lord, I am certain that he will betray us. Gutsy is after the power. Nothing more; nothing less; Ben and his friends have no intention of helping us at all."
"Skysoar, I don't believe-!"
"My lord... If you want your dream come true, then we must take drastic measurement, even it means using deception and inflict damages to our alliance and your so-called 'friends'."
"By telling more lies again?! Like how you didn't tell them that you already have help from the Northern Jing Province?!" Virtue Dragon remarks, disgusted by the lies he is telling so far.
"Yes. Until we defeat Azure Phoenix, then the Land of Benevolence can finally come true." Skysoar said in confidence.
"I don't like it at all..."
"I know. It's the only way to restore peace."
Virtue Dragon muttered, "Maybe Ben's right... It could cost lives and even mine..."
Saber hissed from the tent, "'Damn it."
Outside the tent, Smolder groans out angrily, "I'm telling ya. I don't know what Saber saw in that creep."
"Right, he doesn't want us to get Twilight and the others back." Phobos whines out angrily.
"I know, but until he makes a bad move, we...." Ben stops as a flash appears. "What's this?"
"This is what happened when the students show."
Everyone yelps as the flash moves. When all is clear, the rest of Ben's group rushes out and, along with Ben's group, saw a familiar group of ponies on the ground.
"Yeehaw," Apple Bloom laughs as she got back up. "That was fun!"
"Apple Bloom," Applejack yelps as she saw her sister, along with Twist getting up. "What you doing here? I thought Caramel and the rest of the Stallion Six were supposed to be watching you!"
"We did." Caramel groans as he got up. "And we ended up here."
"Sunburst; is that you?" Starlight asks as she spots Sunburst a mess on the ground. It's rather cute to see him like this."
"Yes, and I've fallen and I can't get up." Sunburst groans. Starlight laughs as she helps her love up. "Thanks."
"Yahoo," Brian laughs as he got up. "Let's do that again! Hey, where the rest of our group including the rest of the CMC went off to???"
"What's going on out here?" Virtue Dragon demands as he and Skysoar came out to investigate the new, seeing the newcomers. "What's this; more friends of Ben's?"
"Uh...." Twist yelps as she spots the past ponies glaring at them. "Why do I have the feeling we aren't supposed to be here?"
"This day has gotten better." Skysoar spoke in amusement to himself. 
----------------
Riverstrike and his main army of Water Tiger Clan including Tigress, Aqua, Apollo, Sam, Scarblade, Pirate Scythe, Thunderbold, and also Rainbow and her team marched out and attacked Jing Province. While watching the battlefield from the hill, Riverstrike recalled of his carefully crafted plan - invading and conquering Jing Province, and also forcing the Leader of Shu Province to surrender. Once the South is completely under their control, they can proceed and engaged with Azure Phoenix and his imperial army. Hopefully, if they're victorious, then the Land of Ma will be Water Tiger Clan's.
"While Virtue Dragon and his forces focused on the South,  Riverstrike and his main forces of Water Tiger Clan invaded Northern Jing Province. They knew that it was only matter of time before Azure Phoenix turned his attention south once more. They knew that they not count on the miracle at Red Cliff to repeat itself again. It was best that take offensive. Riverstrike's plan was to seize control of Jing Province. With momentum on his side, he would force the leader of Shu Province to surrender, thus dividing the land between Imperial Phoenix Army and Water Tiger Clan. This would lead to showdown with Azure Phoenix, and ultimately bringing new age of Water Tiger Kingdom rule. This was his plan to split the land in two."
During the battlefield, Armorhide and his Defenders have put up strong resistance and defense against the enemies for almost six months. This has proven difficult and challenging for the Water Tiger Clan to handle. And at the same time, complete unaware, they were spied and watched by couple of shadowy figure from the sky.
"However, protecting the Jing Province was none other than Azure Phoenix's cousin - Armorhide. This formidable opponent was said to be nearly invulnerable in defensive battle." Further, yet another pony threatened to cast a dark cloud over Riverstrike and his carefully crafted plans..."
--------------------------------------------
After six months have passed, Riverstrike and his allies were gathered at the main camp as they have no luck of laying siege on the castle or even overcoming and defeating Armorhide and his Defenders. Invading the Jing Province's Palace wasn't easy as they thought they did. Unfortunately for them as well, Pirate Scythe was not with them at all. They were now inside the camp as they were discussing and devising the plans of attacking and defeating the defense units.
"Curse that Azure Phoenix!" Thunderbold exclaimed in frustration, "How could his defense still be so strong after we dealt him such a crushing defeat?"
As everyone chatted and nodded in concern, Apollo hummed in concern, "Armorhide is truly formidable warrior with defense capability. We should not underestimate them."
"I agreed, Apollo," Riverstrike said in concern yet firm, "I had thought we could keep up this momentum to take the province. But it seems that won't be so easy after all. But that's not our only concerns. We not only be weary of Azure Phoenix, you know what I mean, Thunderbold?"
“Uh, what actually do you mean?” Yona ask a bit puzzled.
“Can you give us more info?” Sunset ask curious about this.
"Somepony other than Azure Phoenix?" Thunderbold asked curiously. He gasped, "You mean Virtue Dragon?! He wants to claim Jing Province?"
"Well done, Thunderbold. You have truly come a long way," Sam said calmly yet amusingly. He turned and looked at Riverstrike, "But Master Riverstrike, despite Virtue Dragon has succeeded conquering the South, I still believed that the alliance with them would be in our best interest. And of course, we should keep him and Skysoar alive."
"I know..." Riverstrike said in concern and uncertain, "I hope you're right."
"Either way, where the heck is that knucklehead?!" Trip asked in annoyance.
"Pirate Scythe is fighting at the fortress alone. And also, an odd report claimed that he's got civilians with him," Thunderbold explained firmly and calmly, "Our first order of business is sending him reinforcements."
"Yes. We will break the enemy line to relieve Pirate Scythe. Let's leave the defense to Trip, Yona and Sunset," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly.
"Are you kidding me?! Why do I have to babysit the clumsy yak and the unicorn?!" Trip asked in annoyance.
Yona screamed in anger, "Yona not clumsy! Yona fierce! Yona show Tricky that Yona's strong!"
"It's Trip!" Trip snapped in annoyance.
"Cool it off, Trip! Besides, Yona's strength is our greatest weapon to defend the camp. So, protecting the camp is our top priority," Sam said firmly and calmly.
"Indeed. Let us rescue our friends now," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly.
--------------------------------------------
While Trip, Yona and Sunset remained behind to defend the main camp, Riverstrike and his main forces headed off to find and rescue Pirate Scythe, who is alone defending the small fortress. Upon their arrival to it, they have found the small fortress was surrounded and assaulted by Axen and his army. The Imperial Phoenix Army was trying to breakthrough and conquer the fortress. Riverstrike raised his pole, signalling the army to gave battle cry before charging and attacking Axen and his units.
Noticing the enemy coming towards them, Axe held his axe up, "Everyone, do not fear! Fight them! Fight them hard! Do not give up!"
As ordered, the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers turned and faced off the army of Riverstrike and his forces. Axen was leading the attack while protecting his allies from danger. As battle raging on, Water Tiger Clan is gaining the upper hand from defeating and killing most of Imperial Phoenix soldiers. Thunderbold swung his Thunder Pike in knocking and killing the enemies off. Scarblade was swift and deadly enough to kill his enemies off. Apollo and Sam stayed close to Riverstrike as they fought and faced off the soldiers. 
Tigress, Aqua, Rainbow and Carrie worked together to fend off against Axen, who is strong and fierce to hold off the attack while retaliating back at them. Rainbow screamed as she swung and struck her nunchucks at him, who blocked the attacks, though he got hit for few times. As he was distracted, Aqua and Tigress charged and swung their weapons in knocking and pushing him back. Carrie quickly came and tripped him over to the ground. The sisters jumped and slammed their weapons on him. He quickly blocked and kicked them off at once. He tried to slam and strike his axe on them but he got pushed and knocked off by Rainbow's Sonic Rainboom. Carrie tried to trip him again, but instead, he recovered before slammed on her to the ground.
Axen quickly grabbed and held Carrie hostage as he has his axe on her throat, shocking and scaring the sisters and Rainbow to back off. He spoke, "Stand down now. She will not be harm."
“Why?! What makes you think we will listen to you?!” Rainbow demands furiously to Axen.
“Right, I mean what the hell?!” Tigress snaps in agreement.
"I wish I do not wish to harm her," Axen said firmly and calmly, "But I want the fortress and leave here now. That's a simple request. Can you do that?"
"No! You won't!" The confident and cocky voice exclaimed. 
Axen looked behind as he found Pirate Scythe charged and rammed the Imperial Phoenix General to the ground, freeing Carrie. Rainbow and two sisters approached and checked on her if she's alright or not. Pirate Scythe was busy attacking and punching Axen fiercely and relentlessly.
“Human Carrie, are you all right?” Tigress asksCarrie seriously.
“Yeah, you need bandages or something, kid?” Rainbow ask the student in concern.
Carrie sighed, "I'm fine. I'm fine."
After beating up the Imperial Phoenix General, Pirate Scythe held and captured Axen as he moved the prisoner with the rest of his army, who were too defeated and captured alive by Riverstrike and his forces. They met up with him.
Pirate Scythe whistled happily, "Looks like we've got the fortress! Awesome, right?"
"Indeed..." Riverstrike said calmly. He turned and glared at his general, "What you did now is reckless and irresponsible especially having the civilians with you! You could have got yourself and them killed!"
"Sorry..." Pirate Scythe apologized, "Won't do that again. I promised."
Thunderbold groaned, "Honestly, Scythe! One of these days, your reckless action would be getting us killed!"
"By the way, how did the civilians got into the battlefield?" Sam asked in concern.
Pirate Scythe cleared his throat, "Here's the funny part. These guys aren't around here. They said that they're from 'Ponyville' or whatever that is."
The Water Tiger Soldiers emerged out as they were guiding and escorting Flash, Eric, Soarin, Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo out from the fortress. Their appearance shocked and surprised Rainbow and Carrie.
"What the?! Scootaloo?! Sweetie Belle?! Guys?!" Rainbow asked in surprise.
"How the heck did you get here?!" Carrie asked in concern. She gasped, "Oh no! Don't tell me! The Book of Ages again?!"
Scootaloo nodded uneasily, "Yeah. To be honest, I have no idea why that Book reacted weirdly and lately."
“Hoo boy. I hope this is the last time anyone else from the present get send here.”
“Tell me about it.” Rainbow remarked, rolling her eyes. “We already got us, Sunset, Starlight, and the students. Now our colt friends and the Cutie Mark Crusaders are here too.”
"Seriously, what was that about?" Flash demanded. He turned and looked at his surroundings, "Why the heck are Water Tiger Clan doing with Axen? I thought they're friends."
"Friends? Why the heck we befriend these losers?!" Pirate Scythe demanded in annoyance.
"Who are you?" Scarblade asked dryly and suspiciously.
Scootaloo was confused as seh spoke, "What? Did you hit your heads or something we're-?!"
Rainbow interrupted while held Scootaloo's mouth, "They're our buddies! Sorry! I forgot to mention about this guys from the West including Ponyville! Didn't want to offend you guys much!"
Carrie approached and whispered to her friends, "We're at the past, not present. These guys are not Mystic Ponies. They're not friends."
"Seriously?" Sweetie Belle asked in confusion.
Becoming suspicious, Riverstrike asked dryly, "Alright. Can somepony tell us what the heck is-?!"
STRUCK! Riverstrike's left chest got hit by a stray arrow, shocking and scaring the Water Tiger Clan. They even heard some loud battle cry. They turned their attention from the back, where they found the volley of arrows appeared out of nowhere and shoot straight at them. Lord Eric was alerted as he summoned the magical barrier for covering and protecting his friends from the attack. Most of the soldiers got shot and killed by the volley of arrows. Some of them have survived and used the shields for defense against the attacks.
While the Water Tiger Clan was busy to hold off the attacks, Armorhide and his Defenders have arrived at the scene as they quickly moved in and rescued Axen and his soldiers. They then charged and rammed most of the enemy soldiers, as well as fiercely and determinedly protecting and covering each other's back. They're now escaping the fortress.
"Thank you, Armorhide," Axen said in relief.
Armorhide sighed, "Do not worry, old friend. As officers, we must protect each other, no matter the cost. We're heading back now."
Armorhide, Axen and his Defenders trotted off at once. They're all heading back to Jing Province's Palace at once. Water Tiger Clan has suffered heavy casualties and losses by the surprise attacks especially Riverstrike was injured by an arrow shot. The medic team were treating the wounds now.
"Is everyone alright?!" Apollo asked in concern. Most of Water Tiger Soldiers chatted and moaned painfully while nodded a bit. He turned and looked at Riverstrike, "Grand Commander, are you alright?"
Thunderbold groaned in anger, "Damn it. Curse those Imperial Phoenix!"
“Hoo boy. I take it Azure Phoenix isn’t so nice here.” Sweetie whispered to her friends upon hearing that.”
“I know. It will take more than friendship to talk him out of this.” Carrie whispered right back.
"Thundebold! Remain calm." Riverstrike ordered firmly and calmly. Thunderbold turned and looked at him. He took out the arrow from his left chest. He panted calmly, "A good commander can turn the situation to his advantage including this one."
While Thunderbold was worried and uneasy, Sam remained firm and calm as he nodded, "Understood. We must make haste. We shall make preparation."
--------------------------------------------
Armorhide and his Defenders have managed to return to Jing Province's Palace, as well as escorting and taking Axen and his units back to base. Armorhide and Strict Stalker was on guard duty, along with the rest of Imperial Phoenix Dragon Guards and Defenders. Axen and his units are being treated from their wounds. After his wounds are treated, Axen returned and arrived at the castle walls.
"How are your wounds," Strict Stalker asked calmly.
"I am fine. Thank you for your concerns," Axen said humbly. He turned and looked at Armorhide, "Forgive for the trouble I have caused for you, Grand Commander."
"Think of nothing. I'm relieved that you are alive. As long our soldiers are alive and safely return to the castle, that is all the matter," Armorhide said calmly. He sighed as he looked at the enemy main camp, "However... I wonder what they're doing in there. They haven't make the move..."
Strict Stalker nodded, "Indeed. That is why we have sent scouts to spy and check on what they're doing..."
"Maybe we should check on the pouch." Axen suggested, "I fear they might up to something."
Armorhide hummed calmly as he looked at the pouch, "Maybe you're right. We're dealing with the enemies now. If we want to be victorious, then it's time to open it." He opened the pouch as he found a letter in it. He then read it, along with two generals. They gasped in concern. He hissed, "H-He can't be serious. Why?!"
"I don't know. But order is order. We must follow it to the letter, regardless of his reason," Strict Stalker said humbly.
Axen sighed, "I hope it's the right one..."
The Imperial Phoenix Scout has arrived and reported, "My lord! I bring great news! The enemy commander is gravely injured!"
Armorhide, Strict Stalker and Axen looked at each other. Armorhide sighed, "This is an opportunity we cannot waste. If what the letter said is true, we must be prepared. Prepare to march and attack the main camp! We must take Riverstrike's head!"
--------------------------------------------
After gathering and rallying the troops of 10,000, Armorhide and his army marched out at once. They're heading straight to Water Tiger Clan's main camp. Upon their arrival to the main camp, the Imperial Phoenix Army was deeply in shock and surprise of what they have found. They found Riverstrike's main camp is lighted up while some of the soldiers were upset and sad to perform their guard duty. 
Suspecting the ambush, Strict Stalker and his Dragon Guard Units moved out and watching their surroundings cautiously and vigilantly, keeping their eyes out for ambush. They have managed to knock out some of troops. They're almost to the main camp. And just before they could open it, they heard some loud thundering noise and screams, alerting themselves and the enemy troops. They looked up and found Dexter, Dinky and Pipsqueak were falling and landed on the group hard. All of them groaned in pain.
“Owie.” Dinky Doo groans as she got up, feeling her flank. “And I thought crashing with mommy was bad enough.”
“You okay, kids?” Dexter asks the two foals who nodded. He notices the warriors at their weapons at them. “And are we going to be okay?”
Strict Stalker asked, "What in the world?! How many more Mystic Ponies keep falling from the sky?!"
"Everyone, don't attack them! Don't attack them!" Rainbow called out in concern as she emerged out from the camp. She was heading towards Dexter and two foals. She called out, "Call off! Call off!"
"Rainbow Dash, no!" Tigress exclaimed in concern, chasing after Rainbow.
"What?! An ambush! It was a trap! Riverstrike has faked his injured! Everyone, fall back now!" Strict Stalker exclaimed in concern. He turned and looked at Dexter and foals, "You three, come with me if you want to live!"
Dexter looked confuse and worried, "I-!"
"Now, soldier!" Strict Stalker exclaimed firmly.
Alerted and scared off, Dexter and two foals followed Strict Stalker and his units to escape. Riverstrike and his main units emerged out as they tried to attack and kill the enemies, but halted and knocked out by Rainbow as she refused to let Dexter and two foals get killed. Unfortunately, Imperial Phoenix Units have escaped, with them. Strict Stalker managed to regroup with Armorhide and his units, alerting them to turn and retreat at once.
"Damn you! You let them escape!" Riverstrike exclaimed in anger, "We almost had them!"
Rainbow groaned, "Sorry. But he got our friends."
Riverstrike groaned, "That could complicate things now!"
"It doesn't matter, we can still catch up to them!" Sam exclaimed firmly, "This is our chance to take them down!"
"He's right!" Thunderbold agreed.
Riverstrike sighed, "Alright. All units charge! Take over the Jing Province's Palace!"
As ordered, Riverstrike and his main units gave chase after Armorhide and his Defenders at once. They still have the chance to win it.
Throughout the whole morning, Water Tiger Clan managed to chase Armorhide and his Defenders back to the Jing Province's Castle. Instead of calling and shouting for help, the Imperial Phoenix Army quickly abandoned and left the  castle. They're heading straight back to Imperial Phoenix territories. Their action surprised and shocked the group.
"Why would they abandon their castle? That doesn't make sense..." Thunderbold asked in confusion.
"An ambush?" Sam asked in concern.
Apollo hissed, "If so, the castle should have opened and lured us into it..."
"Unlikely..." Riverstrike said in concern. He turned and looked at the Jing Province's Palace. He called, "Whoever you are, come out and reveal yourself now!"
As expected, the flag was raised up. The flags has the dragon symbols. The soldiers emerged out as well, led by Master Cooler and a hunchback unicorn pony worn a strawed hat with white scarf covering his face, and also greenish robe while holding the magical staff. They all looked at them.
"Hello there!" Master Cooler greeted happily.
"What the?! Master Cooler?!" Sam asked in shock, "H-How did you get here?!"
"It's easy. I went and visit my friend on the north," Master Cooler said calmly. He smiled, "And Old Pony Pang is happy to help me out. We have recruited many soldiers and secretly taken out most of the commanders, and even pushed Armorhide and his units out."
Old Pony Pang laughed heartily, "In other words, thank you for saving us the trouble of getting him out of the castle. Jing Province is under Virtue Dragon's!"
Water Tiger Clan gasped and chatted angrily and annoyingly about this.
"How dare you?!" Apollo exclaimed in anger, "That castle belongs to us, not yours!"
"Skysoar... He did this!" Riverstrike exclaimed in anger. He yelped in pain, upon feeling his wounds on left chest opened and bleeding. He grunted, "Damn it!"
Riverstrike fell out from his Dragon Mount, alerting everyone to come and check on him. They all shouted and pleaded him to be alive. Rainbow was in shock and angry to see it. She groaned as she turned and glared at Master Cooler and Old Pony Pang!
"SKYSOAR, YOU LYING SNAKE! ONE OF THESE DAYS! YOU'LL PAY FOR IT!" Rainbow shouted angrily.
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History
Written by JusSonic and Power Master

--------------------------------------------
Chapter 30: The Complicated Love

"After conquering Jing Province including the northern part, Virtue Dragon was made as the governor of Jing Province. Thus, ending his long-years of wandering as he and his forces have finally found their home to call," Narrator narrated firmly and calmly, "And at the same time, tension between Skysoar and Ben's Team has become more hostile for another deception of 'do nothing' on the Northern Jing Province..."
After the Jing Province is conquered, Virtue Dragon has all of his main forces to move and relocate at Jing Province's Palace, where he acted as both governor and lord of the province. He and his forces have finally found their home and base to use now. However, things didn't go well as the tension argument occurred at the throne chamber. Ben and his team got into another big argument with Skysoar for lying to them about 'doing nothing' while sending both Master Cooler and Old Pony Pang to infiltrate and conquered all of the territories within northern part. 
Caramel, Sunburst, Brian, Apple Bloom and Twist were confused and worried. They kept themselves quiet and looked at the scene, though the argument is more tensed and violent than before, making Apple Bloom and Twist hid behind Caramel.
"You lied to us again?!" Ben exclaimed in anger while pointing at Skysoar, "I thought I told you before not to lie to us! But instead, you went behind our backs again!"
“Darn it, why did we y’all tell you about this?!” Applejack roars out furiously.
“Yeah, what were you thinking?!” Starlight demanded angrily.
Skysoar scoffed a bit, "Correction. I did not lie. When I said 'we do nothing', and I meant we really do nothing but wait and see from our southern parts."
"Is that supposed to be a joke? Coz its not funny," Smolder remarked dryly.
"Then, how do you explain about Master Cooler and Old Pony Pang get there?" Applejack demanded angrily.
Starlight scoffed, "I can bet that you actually plan ahead before we marched to the South, didn't you?!"
"Actually, that was my idea," Master Cooler pointed out. Ben and his team were in shock. He continued, "I suggested that I go to the North and recruited Pang and some soldiers to join us before we could conquer the palace. And therefore, Skysoar said is true that our main forces really do nothing."
Ben groaned, "Even so, do you even know what you all just did? Do you even realize of how much trouble we're gonna get?!"
Virtue Dragon and his forces remained uncertain and confused by Ben's anger and fury. Most of Ben's Team knew what he was talking about and also worried the danger that their friends have put themselves into. Some of them were still confused and uncertain.
"I'm afraid I do not understand, Master Valorheart." Dragonspear asked in confusion.
Warpath nodded, "Yeah. We won fair and square. Nothing to be worried."
"No, we didn't," Ben said firmly and dryly. Everyone but his team was in shock and confused. He continued, "The stunt Skysoar pulled to takeover the Northern Jing? That's only annoy and make Riverstrike angry. He will definitely do anything to get revenge on us! He thinks we're cheating!"
Starlight sighed, "Ben's right. Riverstrike maybe a brave and intelligent commander, but he is not a very patient and generous pony when it comes to backstabbing and going behind his back. And this is the stunt that really got him angry." She turned and pointed at Skysoar, "Especially you, Skysoar. Now he's really after your life for annoying and angering him a lot!"
“She’s right you know. Riverstrike will get you back for this.”
“And there is nothing you can do about it.” Smolder comments in agreement with her teachers.
"There's nothing to worry about," Skysoar said calmly and confidently, "In fact, I already knew he was suspicious and jealous of me since the start of Red Cliff."
"Are you kidding me?" Applejack asked in annoyance, "You knew it from the start?!"
“You knew you were playing with fire and yet kept playing with it.” Ben remarked in annoyance as he slaps his own face in the same way.
“And I thought Cozy Glow was terrible.” Smolder remarked as she shakes her head in disgust.
"There is no telling what kind of devious plan Riverstrike cooked up to," Starlight said in concern and uneasy, "And believe me, Skysoar, Virtue Dragon will be in danger now."
Skysoar smiled, "Do not worry, I already have set the plans in motion. I require your help."
Ben scoffed, "Whatever it is, I'm not going to help you all! You can clean your act by yourself!"
“We warned you we would leave if y’all pulled another stunt like this again.” Applejack remarked in agreement. “And we’re done with you.”
“So kiss our flanks and tails goodbye!” Smolder taunts, waving her tail tauntingly at Skysoar as the group prepares to take their leave of this.
Ben and his team turned and exited the throne chamber at once. Saber was about to stop them but halted by Blade Dragoon, who shook his head that they need time to be alone. Virtue Dragon's adopted son sighed in concern.
"This has gone from bad to worse..." Saber said in concern.
Blade Dragoon nodded sadly, "I know, my nephew. There is nothing we can do. For now, we should be focusing on protecting brother."
"If what that kid's saying, then we gotta be ready to fight those jackass!" Warpath snapped firmly.
"No." Skysoar said calmly and firmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "Riverstrike would not risk of launching the assault because he is aware and knew that Azure Phoenix will turn his attention on the South again. And the best way to deal with us is that we're gonna be lured to their territories to trap us."
"Whatever they have, I won't fall for it," Virtue Dragon said firmly.
"Don't be certain," Skysoar said calmly and firmly, making his lord uneasy and nervous. He smiled as he patted Virtue Dragon's back, "Do not worry, my lord. I have the plan. And it will work. I do require Ben and his team's help."
"You do realized that he's pissed and not want to do anything about it," Warpath asked in concern.
Dragonspear nodded, "Warpath's right. After the stunt, I doubt any of us could talk with them about it."
"Oh, I'm sure they'll come. They can't resist protecting his own 'friends'," Skysoar said calmly.
Virtue Dragon looked hesitant and worried to say, "Skysoar, please don't do something for making them or even our allies more angry than before."
Skysoar smiled, "Leave it to me, my lord."
--------------------------------------------
At the Water Tiger Kingdom...
Courage Tiger and most of his officials including Wiserton, Seaheal, Apollo, Sam, Thunderbold, Tigress, Aqua and even Rainbow's Team went and visited Riverstrike at his house. Lady Songbird and her three children were taking care of the mansion, as well as looking after the Commander-in-Chief. Upon their arrival, Riverstrike's wife allowed them in before leading them to his bedroom. Riverstrike was still recovering from his poisoned arrow wounds.
Upon looking at his master and friends' arrivals, Riverstrike struggled to get up from his bed. Courage Tiger helped him to get up in time.
"How are you feeling, Riverstrike?" Courage Tiger asked.
Riverstrike groaned, "Lousy... And I'm sorry that I failed my mission. I should have seen through that Skysoar's plans. I should have known that he already sent his spies to infiltrate and takeover the Northern Jing, by the time my forces have launched the assault and weaken the enemy forces. I'm such a fool."
"No, Riverstrike! It's my fault," Rainbow admitted in shame, "We should have check it out on the other areas, instead of the palace."
“It isn’t your fault, it’s more of mine than it is of yours.”
“Yeah, well, we all should take a share in the blame….”
"So, what now? Should we attack Virtue Dragon for deception?" Thunderbold asked.
"What? Do you wish our kingdom to be destroyed while allowing the enemy to conquer our land?" Sam asked dryly, making Thunderbold nervous and worried. He sighed as he patted his back, "Don't worry, I'm not mad. In fact, I want you to be aware of the situation. Always remember, be weary and aware of anything to think before you act. Otherwise, there will be consequences."
Thunderbold sighed, "Yes, my lord. I understand. If we cannot launch the assault, then what do we to retake the land?!"
"I might have the idea," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "We will lure Virtue Dragon here for us to hold him hostages, so that we can force his allies to surrender and return Jing Province to us."
"And how are we going to do that?" Courage Tiger asked suspiciously.
Riverstrike sighed, "We need your sister. We're gonna invite Virtue Dragon to marry her off."
"WHAT?!" Everyone asked in shock.
"No way!" Aqua exclaimed in anger and fury, "Not a chance!"
"Commander, have you lost your mind?!" Wiserton asked in shock and concern, "You're using Lady Tigress to hold him hostage until we can get the Jing Province?!"
"Pretending..." Riverstrike corrected calmly, "This marriage is merely a plot, just to lure him away from Jing Province and his army. Without them, he will be our prisoners. With him in grave danger, they have no choice but to obey us. They can't do anything reckless."
"With all due respect, Riverstrike, that is a terrible idea!" Seaheal exclaimed in concern, "Skysoar will know and thwart your plans before it could even started! It is too risky!"
"Even if you did succeeded it, you are putting our lives especially our lady's in grave danger," Wiserston added in fury.
Sam nodded, "They're right. If you take this plan, both Virtue Dragon and Tigress will marry for real."
Riverstrike sighed, "I am willing to do whatever it takes to win and retake the land. I'm doing this for our home."
"Courage, you can't do this!" Aqua said in concern, "Don't send my sister away! She can't marry that guy, not after what he has done to us."
“And besides, arranged marriages, even unexpected ones?!” Rainbow remarks in disbelief. “Not a good idea.”
“She’s right, those almost never work!”
After giving some thoughts, Courage Tiger sighed, "Riverstrike, I'm thankful and relieved that you have helped us so much especially saving our home. However, this plan of yours. I won't accept it." Riverstrike was in shock and concern. He continued, "As long as Azure Phoenix is alive, we will not be safe from danger. We need more allies and friends to overcome the odds. And killing or holding Virtue Dragon hostage won't do us any good, only for him. I am sorry..."
"I... I understand..." Riverstrike said in understanding.
Courage Tiger smiled, "Good, rest now, my friend. You deserve it. We'll figure something out without creating the incident and war between us."
“Right, we don’t need Skysoar making things worst for us.” Aqua remarked grimly as she nodded.
“And we’re trying to get out of this mess ASAP!” Rarity exclaims in agreement.
As Lady Songbird guide and lead her guests off, Courage Tiger and his officials have immediately left the mansion.  And at the same time, Rainbow nodded to Ocellus, who nodded back as she turned into a fly. She flew back into the mansion. She is following Lady Songbird. She returned and checked on her husband. She found him standing and looking at the window angrily yet upset.
"My lord? Are you alright?" Lady Songbird asked in concern.
"No, I am not," Riverstrike said firmly. He sighed, "As long that Skysoar is alive, we will not be safe nor will our kingdom. I must do it. I have to lure that 'benevolent' warlord out from his hiding, and capture him as hostage. I will make his forces to obey us or suffer the consequences."
Lady Songbird sighed as she held and hugged her husband. "I understand. But my lord, be careful of what you're doing. This could lead you more than trouble."
Riverstrike hugged his wife back, "I know. I know."
The Fly Ocellus was in shock and scared as she overheard it. She quickly flew off at once before anyone noticed something amiss. She has to tell the rest about the latest situation.
--------------------------------------------
Ocellus returned to her group within the bedroom. She told them about what she has learned of Riverstrike's intentions. All of them were in shock and concerns about it.
“Great. Just when he decided not to do a dumb plan, he decided to do it anyhow.” Rainbow remarks with a groan.
“That’s the ponies of the past for you.” Carrie admits with a sigh. No matter what, the past is still the past.
"What are we going to do?" Rarity asked in concern, "We can't just turn our backs on Water Tiger Kingdom! They're our friends."
"But we can't turn on ours too!" Sunset reminded in concern, "Ben and others have to know about this. Riverstrike can't risk everything for the sake of getting Jing Province. It's too dangerous and risky."
"Than, what do you suggest to do?" Rarity asked.
"We could try to warn them?" Sweetie Belle suggested, "Just visit them."
Rarity sighed, "It's not that simple, Sweetie Belle. I doubt that Courage Tiger would allow us to go and warn them. He will think it's treason for us to turn on him!"
"Then, how?" Carrie asked.
Rainbow hummed while looking at Ocellus and Silverstream's Pearl Pendant. She spoke, "It's gonna be complicated and messy especially we're gonna make everyone angry, but we have to do this. Listen up."
Rainbow then explained everything to her friends about 'warning' her other friends from Jing Province, without alerting anyone else about it. 
--------------------------------------------
A week later, the Water Tiger Messenger and some guards have arrived and entered Jing Province Palace, where they make an important announcement to Virtue Dragon, Skysoar, Saber and Dragonspear. 
"By the order of Magistrate of Wuhu River, Lord Virtue Dragon shall marry his younger sister - Princess Tigress," Messenger announced firmly, "By marrying her, the alliance between two clans shall be strengthened and united as one. Only together, can we overcome the odds and threats from Azure Phoenix. Should you accept this condition, please come to Tiger Fury Palace at once for marriage."
This news shocked and surprised Virtue Dragon very much. Skysoar, Dragonspear and even Saber remained firm and calm about it.
Virtue Dragon cleared his throat, "I see. I need time to think about it. Please wait here."
The Messenger nodded firmly as he and his squadron took their seats for drink and snacks. Virtue Dragon and his officials went into the meeting room for private discussion. Unknown to them, they were being followed by two guards, who just enter the meeting chamber.
"Excuse me. My decision has yet to make," Virtue Dragon said seriously and firmly.
"We know," The guard said firmly as he removed his helmet. He and his second one revealed to be Rainbow Dash and Ocellus, which surprised the group. Rainbow continued, "But we came to tell you not to do it."
"Rainbow? What are you doing here? Why are you telling me not to do it," Virtue Dragon asked suspiciously.
Ocellus spoke, "Because the message is a fake! Courage Tiger has nothing to do with you marrying his sister. In fact, he against the idea. But Riverstrike went behind his back."
While Virtue Dragon and his officials gasped in shock and concern, Skysoar scoffed, "I knew it. I knew he would take this risk."
"What should we do now?" Saber asked in concern.
"Do not worry, I have the plans," Skysoar said confidently, "That will not only save you, but also protecting our alliance. This is something that Courage Tiger and Riverstrike cannot refuse or break it. They have no choice but to accept it. I will require some help from our friends."
Rainbow scoffed, "Yeah. I doubt it not after the stunt you just pulled."
"She is right. Ben and his friends won't help us now," Dragonspear said in concern.
Skysoar remained calm and confident to speak, "As I have said before, I have the plans. They can't resist from helping us."
Virtue Dragon hissed, "Why do I get the feeling that he's gonna get us into trouble again?"
--------------------------------------------
Brian, Apple Bloom and Twist were playing Cuju happily for fun. Caramel was lying down on the bench for resting and sleeping. They were in peaceful moment until Skysoar has arrived to the scene.
Skysoar smiled as he spoke, "Greetings, my new friend. How are you doing here in our new capital?"
"It was great. Plus, I get to play the soccer. Always want to try it out." Apple Bloom said with a grin.
"Right, it's much peaceful since we aren't fighting and such." Twist remarks eagerly.
"Yeah, no more tricks. At least, not at the moment," Brian said with a nod.
"I'm glad you enjoy it." Skysoar commented, satisfied by their answer. "I hope you don't mind me asking. I need your help."
"Our help," Caramel ask, giving a concerned look towards him.
"Ooh! I loved to help around! And trust me, buddy, I'm the most supportive guy you can count on. No offense to Cheesy, but I've got more skills than he is." Brian brags as he bounces up and around like a certain pony.
Apple Bloom and Twist exclaims eagerly, "Cool!"
"Hold up! What kind of help? Applejack warned me of asking 'help'." Caramel points out suspiciously. His fillyfriend warned her of what happened before since the Mane Six's group's arrival here. "Hopefully, it doesn't involve us of getting lots of trouble. Applejack can easily get pissed up with you for what you did for past days."
"Do not worry. You all will be safe from harm as long as you follow my instruction." Skysoar said in assuration.
"I'm in!" Brian spoke suddenly and instantly.
"I don't know..." Caramel spoke uncertainly. If this turns out to be getting them into trouble, he will get into trouble with AJ for letting Skysoar talked him and Apple Bloom into it in the first place!
"I do have the romantic idea for you to get Applejack relax and forget the problems." Skysoar said calmly. This made Caramel pause to think. What he offered sounds rather tempting....
Caramel hummed, "Alright, you win; No more tricks to get us into trouble."
"Promised."
------------
Tomorrow morning, Virtue Dragon and his allies were gathered at the docks. Almost 50 soldiers were climbing the ramp into the flagship, as well as loading some cargo and gifts into it. The warriors were chosen to follow Virtue Dragon is Saber and Dragonspear. Caramel, Brian, Apple Bloom and Twist were following them for important part.
"SKYSOAR," The familiar voice of Applejack is heard roaring. Everyone turned and looked up. They found Ben, Applejack, Pinkie and Phobos arrived to the scene. And trust me, folks. They aren't even happy!
"We heard what happen! How dare you involve our friends to your stupid plot again," Ben exclaims furiously towards Skysoar.
"Right, you went and brought my little sister and colt friend into it! I mean, what the buck?!"
"Yeah and why didn't you asked me first to do the whole thing?" Pinkie demands angrily, making the others give her a look, "What?!"
"What are we talking again?" Phobos asked, apparently forgetting why they were upset in the first place.
"I assure you that I'm not getting your friends into trouble." Skysoar spoke calmly to the angry ones. He got one explanation in mind here. "In fact, I required their assistance - like party."
Hearing that definitely made Pinkie forget she was angry. The pink Earth pony didn't waste time in jumping up and down as she squeals, "Ooh! Party! I love it! I'm in!"
"Pinkie," Ben and Applejack yelled out at their friend in annoyance, making her stop and look sheepishly at them.
Ben turns back towards Skysoar, scowling, "I don't know what kind of plot you're cooking. But I don't appreciate you involving kids and our friends into your mess! Not after the stunt you pulled behind us!'
"Yeah; I don't want my colt friend and sister to get involve of this!" Applejack grunts in agreement.
"I'm sorry. You did say that you don't want to be involved of it. So, I decide to ask their help." Skysoar points out to them. It's true; they didn't want to be involved, so the pony just pulled a loophole abuse, so to speak.
"Yeah; that's just to piss us off. Nice one." Ben remarks sarcastically. He can smell a rat, figure of speech of course, when he smells it.
"Guys, please..." Saber pleads to his friends worried. They are going to make things worst again.
Virtue Dragon spoke out with a plead of his own, "Ben, please. I need their help. I'd be appreciated that you could lend us a hoof."
Ben and Applejack were annoyed and reluctant about it. Pinkie and Phobos were excited about it.
Ben finally groans as he snaps, "Fine. We'll go; just to make sure that our friends don't get into trouble because of you, Skysoar!"
"Right, this is the last time you tried to pull any wool over our eyes, smart ass." Applejack remarks sternly. "If this turn out to be another horse crap and you can kiss our tails good bye!"
"Yeah, got it?!"
"Appreciate it." Skysoar said, not deterred or worried by their nasty words. Ben and AJ has every right to be angry, they don't trust him again after what he pulled.
"Applejack, I-" Caramel tries to explain himself but he gulps as his filly friend gave him a nasty look. He is in big trouble here.
Applejack however calms down as she sighs, "We'll talk about this inside the ship. And for the record, Caramel, I'm not mad at you for not realizing of what's going on. But I'm mad that you didn't come for me!"
Ben and his team marched and gotten inside the ship at once; And just before Virtue Dragon and his team could marched in, Skysoar passed three puoches to Dragonspear.
Skysoar explains clearly to him, "Dragonspear, remember my instruction. Follow them in order, and our lord will survive. We're counting on you."
Dragonspear nodded, answering, "Understood. When you reach to the shore, open the first red colored pouch; it will turn everyone against Riverstrike's plan, as well as hastening Courage Tiger making alliance with us. He has no choice but to let his sister married with Virtue Dragon."
Virtue Dragon and his team boarded into the ship. The flagship has set sailed to Water Tiger Kingdom now, leaving Skysoar and his allies remain behind to guard the Jing Province.
-------------
At the cabin bay, Ben's Team were having serious discussion with Caramel, Brian, Apple Bloom and Twist.
"I thought I make myself clear to you not to help Skysoar?! Did you not hear my warning?!?" Applejack scowls at the ones that Skysoar talked into helping him.
Caramel grunted, "Of course, I did! But Skysoar told me that we won't get into trouble when helping him."
"He doesn't look bad. He's kinda nice." Apple Bloom added, but steps back meekly as her sister glares at her.
Applejack shakes her head as she groans, "Skysoar is one pony you can't trust! In fact, he lied and used us to do his dirty; Or even worse, getting into a trouble."
"Not to mention, he doesn't listen to us either..." Ben remarks in agreement.
"Not to mention, he didn't let me go with them for party?!" Pinkie added, making everyone looked at her. "What? It is true."
"Pinkie, can you take it serious for once? Whatever he's doing with our friends now, it can't be good."
"Like celebrating Lord Virtue and Lady Tigress getting married?" Brian asks, making the others in Ben's group startled upon hearing that.
"Wait?! What," Applejack yelps in alarm and disbelief.
"You're kidding me?!" Ben yelled out in the same way; Lord Virtue and Lady Tigress....getting married?!
Apple Bloom nodded as she explains, "It's true. Skysoar asked us to handle the wedding celebration, and also making the announcement to Water Tiger Kingdom about the wedding. And not to mention, our friends are doing the same thing too."
"Oh no!"
"What's wrong with that? He's just getting married." Phobos said, not sure what's the big deal about this wedding thing.
"Virtue Dragon wasn't send there to get married. He's gonna be their prisoner until Riverstrike get the Jing Province back. The Chief Commander is seriously pissed off with him." Ben explains seriously to everyone. This isn't good; the whole wedding appears to be coming from out of nowhere and worst yet, it’s going to be a trap!
"Wait, what?!" Apple Bloom yelps in alarm.
"Well, this is a shocking turn of events!" Phobos exclaims in alarm. "Wait, what's the opposition of shocking?"
"How about disturbing," Caramel suggests to Phobos dryly.
"Yeah, dryly!"
"But if it is a trap, why go for it?" Twist asks Ben puzzled. Likely Virtue Dragon or someone suspected this to be a trap, so why even do it at all?
"Making friends and say sorry for the mess?" Pinkie suggests hopefully.
"Really," Caramel ask Pinkie dryly.
"No, she's right. I can't believe I'm saying this. But we have to follow Skysoar's plan." Applejack groans out in annoyance. She can't believe what she herself just said!
"Uh; Why?" Phobos asks Applejack puzzled.
"One, we still got Azure Phoenix to deal with. Two, if two nations got into fight, Imperial Phoenix Kingdom will take us down. Three, we need more friends than enemies." Ben explains seriously to Phobos. He's right, with Azure still a big problem, they don't need any civil war right now!
"Unbelievable! I can't believe we got to work with someone who wanted to kill Twilight over someone who wanted to conquer the world!"
"Still, better than fighting at all, right?" Apple Bloom asks the others hopefully.
"Yeah, any wedding is no wedding at all!" Pinkie exclaims happily. "Unless it turned out the bride is really an evil changeling trying to steal the groom's love so she can planned her own invasion! But seriously; what's the odds of that happening in one lifetime?"
"Very unlikely, Pinkie; if it did happen, Chrysalis wouldn't tried it in the first place," Ben points out to Pinkie with a sigh.
Caramel sighed, "Sorry for dragging into this mess, AJ; didn't mean it."
"Forget it. That Skysoar is cunning. Whether we like it or not, we have to work with him and others for now. We just have to make sure that he doesn't try something stupid to make ponies angry." Applejack said in concern. Skysoar appeared to be two steps ahead of them no matter what they tried.
"I even regretted touching that stupid book in the first place!" Phobos whined. Suddenly the world shakes angrily. "Oops, sorry, Book of Ages!"
"It can't be helped." Ben said to Phobos. "Either it happened or not, it did happened."
"Me confused!"
"So, what's next?" Brian asks his friends. They need a battle plan and fast!
"Yeah; like what did Skysoar asked us to do when we get there?" Phobos ask Caramel's group curiously.
Ben hummed, "Yeah. How on earth are we gonna get out of the mess?"
"I'm glad you asked." The familiar voice of Dragonspear spoke as he and Saber entered the cabin. He took the first pouch. He opened it. He revealed the scroll. "I believed it involved of Pinkie and Brian to do the singing."
"Us," Pinkie & Brian asked surprised yet excited at the same time. They love to sing!
"And of course, Ben and Applejack will follow us to find and visit Lady Mulan." Saber added, nodding to Ben and Applejack who looks rather startled.
"Mulan," Ben asks in surprise. He knows that name.
"The Muian that Megan told us about?" Applejack ask curiously, knowing the name. Megan mentioned her during one of the times that they met her.
"Like the girl from China who has a funny Dragon who speaks like Eddie Murphy, a cricket that is good luck, and saved China from a mad evil Hun leader! While later on, getting 3 girls together with her pals and yet risked having her nation invaded by Monguls?" Pinkie asks eagerly, as she wags her tail. This caused her friends and the past ones to look at her oddly. "Well, if you want to ignore the sequel!"
"Very random, Pinkie," Apple Bloom giggled in amusement.
Saber blinks a bit as he answers, "I don't know what you just said. But no; Lady Mulan is Lord Brave Tiger's Wife and also Lady Songbird's older sister."
"You're kidding me?!" Ben yelled out in surprise and disbelief.
"You aren't pulling our hoof, right?" Twist asks Saber puzzled.
"I got a feeling he isn't." Caramel spoke out thoughtfully. "In fact, he is indeed right."
"I am. Plus, your friends will help us out." Saber added with a small smile, making the group concerned.
----------------------------
After two to four hours of travelling on sea, Virtue Dragon's Flagship has arrived and docked at the docking bay. Virtue Dragon's units have split into two.
Virtue Dragon, Dragonspear, Pinkie, Brian, Phobos, Apple Bloom and Twist remained behind with their 50 soldiers for making preparation; Saber, Ben, Applejack and Caramel, in disguise with cowl over their heads, searching and visiting Mulan.
Luckily, they met up with Rarity, Sunset and Sweetie Belle at the water fountain.
"Ben! Applejack! Thank goodness, you came!" Rarity exclaims as she goes over to hug her friends.
"Yeah, we have been waiting her for a few minutes." Sunset remarked with a poutly look on her face.
"Sorry, we have to go by sea and put on disguises to avoid trouble." Caramel apologized to Sunset. "Anyone saw you?"
"So far, no one."
"So, you know where Mulan is?" Ben asked Rarity. She and her group already got the message and it concerned them.
"Certainly, darling; I cannot believe that we have to follow his plan..." Rarity explains as she shakes her head in disbelief.
"Tell me about it." Sunset groans in disbelief.
"I'm really sorry. If we had known of what that jerk's real plan, we would have stopped it in time." Applejack explains meekly to her friends. They would've avoided this horse crap if they've known what Skysoar would pull.
"Oh no, Darling; I don't blame you for that. I wish we could have done better to avoid this unnecessary mess." Rarity explains to Applejack in assuration. She knows that AJ isn't to be held responsible for this mess. She just wishes they could've done better!
"At this rate, I don't know whom to root for her." Caramel complains, "Riverstrike or Skysoar."
"Let"s do this and hope for the best." Saber said seriously to Ben's group. They got no time to waste here.
"Let's just hope the plan is not getting any of us killed." Sunset remarks as the group headed off to meet the one called Lady Mulan.
Rarity and Sunset helped and led Ben, Saber, Applejack and Caramel to the Tiger Fury Castle through the secret passage. They also have to avoid bodyguards and officers especially Riverstrike.
Minutes have passed, the team have managed to sneak pass them and arrived at the room. Sunset knocked the door gently and calmly. The door was opened and revealed itself to be an older yet beautiful orange Unicorn with long lavender mane and tail in ponytail with light pink and magenta streaks worn the Chinese Maiden Robe.
Rarity, Sunset and Sweetie Belle bowed humbly as they spoke, "Lady Mulan..."
Lady Mulan greeted gently, "Rarity, Sunset, Sweetie Belle. Good to see you here? Who are these ponies?"
"They're our friends. And we need your help too." Rarity explains to the pony.
Lady Mulan was alerted by Rarity's asking for 'help'. She quickly grabbed and drags her and her friends inside at once. And at the same time, she has to make sure that no one seen and heard of what's been happening.
Rarity and her friends were sitting down their cushion. Lady Mulan brought the tray of Chinese Tea, couple of cups and plates of fruits. They were having some snacks and drinks.
"Alright; what happen? What troubles did two forces gotten into?" Lady Mulan demanded more than she asked.
"It was Skysoar's fault! He lied to us! Used us! Tricked us to get all of Jing Province Territory," Applejack explains seriously to the pony as to what Skysoar is pulling recently.
"Riverstrike got mad and jealous with Skysoar's lies and strategy of beating him to get Jing Province." Rarity added with a serious nod. "And so, he planned to lure and hold hostage on Virtue Dragon until he gets the Jing to him! So, he sent a fake message about Virtue and Tigress get married."
"And so, Skysoar devised the plan to get us out of the situation. And to be honest, I have no idea of what kind of plan he has." Saber remarks with a frown on his face.
Lady Mulan sighed as she shakes her head, "Typical stallions. Always some stupid competition to prove that he's the best. At least, Brave Tiger is the only pony I loved. He doesn't always go after some power and ruling the world to prove that he's the best. He is the best."
Ben whistled, "Wow. That's some mare... She is nothing like what Megan told me about 'Mulan'."
"I hate to be on her bad side." Saber remarks, suspecting that the other Mulan must not be one to be mentioned.
"Unlike the Disney version, Mulan is a powerful warrior and one tough human to deal with." Applejack added with a nod. 
"Unlike the sequel; what were they thinking?!" Rarity yelled out with a frown. "The ending is ambiguous and selfish to say the least!"
"They would've figured out someway....right?" Sweetie asks her big sister hopefully.
"If Disney decided to make a third sequel."
Lady Mulan blinks in confusion, not sure what these ponies are on about. She spoke, "What is this about 'Mulan'?"
"Nothing," Everyone else exclaims quickly.
Lady Mulan hummed, "Either way, I'll help you out. On one condition..."
"I knew there's some catch..." Caramel groans out, figuring there is a catch here.
"If my little sister-in-law gets married, I want her to be treated with love and respect, just like my family. Got it?"
"That wasn't so hard."
"But if I find out about Tigress get hurt and cried, I will rip all of you apart!" Lady Mulan remarks darkly, making the others jump back a bit startled.
"Wow, she is a crazy mare, ain't she?" Applejack asks her friends in surprise.
"She would give Princess Luna a run for her bits!" Sweetie exclaims in agreement. "Well, if she ended up being an Alicorn."
"Word to the wise, ponies; never get on her bad side. It won't end well." Saber explains to the present ones who nodded slowly in agreement at this.
Sunset chuckles as she added, "How else Yona and Carrie learn to control their temper from?"
Lady Mulan calms down as she chuckles, "Alright, here's how it goes..."
---------------------
At Tiger Fury City, the citizens were working on their marketing business and enjoyed performing some activities. Soldiers were patrolling and guarding the area, making sure everything is secure.
Suddenly, the ground was shaking and quaking wildly. This caused the citizens and soldiers were alerted and surprised by the event. Not just them, Courage Tiger and his officials were alerted from their chamber due to their drinks were shaking. They quickly exited out of the chamber as they headed to the palace's balcony. Tigress and Aqua also arrived at the balcony.
Everyone was looking at the city's entrance, where they found Brian was leading the army of marching band, who were playing the instruments happily and wildly. 
The citizens and soldiers of Water Tiger Clan were alerted and surprised of the latest event.
"Alright, everyone, make good; we're doing parody of 'Prince Ali'!" Brian exclaims happily as the song begins.
Chorus: Make way for Lord Virtue!
Say hey! It's Lord Virtue!
Pinkie cheered and squealed happily as she was bouncing around while chatting and talking with some peasants and even soldiers.
Pinkie: Hey! Clear the way in the old market
Hey you! Let us through! It's a brand new day!
Oh come, be the first on your block to meet this hero!
Pinkie rammed through cargo soldiers as she slammed and knocked on pots to ring the bells. She then approached to a Diamond Dog Guard as she banged on his tummy like a drum. She jumped on him to grabbed her while she pointed out.
Pinkie: Make way! Here he comes!
Ring bells! Bang the drums!
You're gonna love this guy!
As the Dragoon Guards moved aside, allowing Virtue Dragon and Dragonspear to march and enter the scene. The Lord of Jing Province awkwardly waved to citizens and soldiers, who awed in surprise and amazement.
Pinkie: Virtue Dragon! 
Nicest and bravest hero we ever had!
Brian laughed happily as he pulled out the carpet, making some marine soldiers drop and knelt down.
Brian: Come on, guys,
Show some respect,
down on one knee!
As Pinkie was singing; Courage Tiger, Tigress and Aqua were alerted by the lyrics. They turned and glared at nervous and worried Riverstrike, who has some explanation to do.
Pinkie: Now, try your best not to get mad
Let the hero meet his pretty princess
Coz dragon and tigress are meant to be together
Pinkie: Virtue Dragon!
Best buddies and brothers he ever got
Brian cleared his throat, signalling the soldiers and artists to show some portraits of Dragonspear bravely fought and defeated most of enemy troops while risking his life to protect baby Kindy.
Brian: Dragonspear, the mightiest hero ever!
He's faced the galloping hordes
A pony risked his life to save his lord's son
Who sent those goons to their evil bad guy?
Why, Virtue Dragon
Pinkie and Brian signaled Caramel to lead the soldiers carrying the cargo of golden dragon statues. Apple Bloom and Twist led the ladies to hold plates of couple swans. Pinkie and Brian giggled happily as she was riding the wild dragon.
Pinkie: Fellas, he's got
Stallion: He's got seventy-five golden dragons
Brian: Woo, uh-huh, now the ladies, what he got?
Women: White swans, he's got fifty-three
Pinkie and Brian: Uh-huh, uh-huh, uh-huh
When it comes to exotic-type mammals, everypony help me out!
Chorus: He's got a zoo
I'm telling you, it's a world-class menagerie
While Courage Tiger and his officials were looking at the event, Pinkie and Brian jumped and bounced before them, scaring them off. While they were singing, both Tigress and Aqua were annoyed by their singing about Virtue Dragon being the perfect guy for her to like.
Pinkie: Virtue Dragon! Handsome is he, 
Brian: No way Tigress can't resist his charming looks!
Pinkie: The bravest hero ever 
Brian: Never ordinary, never boring.
Pinkie: Look at him! How heroic this guy is!
Brian: Everything about that guy
Pinkie: How nicest he is, gotta love him!
Brian: Gotta love him, princess!
Pinkie: So, try get out and meet this guy!
Brian: He's a winner, he's a whiz, a wonder.
Pinkie: Get to know more about this guy!
Brian: He's about to pull your heart asunder.
As Pinkie and Brian were finishing up to get Tigress liking Virtue, but instead, Aqua punched them by their faces.
Pinkie: To gawk and grovel and stare at Virtue Dragon! 
Brian: And you absolutely love the way he dresses!
Pinkie & Brian: OUCH!
Virtue Dragon and his allies continued marching towards the Tiger Fury Castle's gate while they were donating some money and foods to citizens.
Chorus: He's got ninety-five white Persian monkeys
Brian: We've got the monkeys? As in real monkeys?!
Chorus: And to view them he charges no fee
Pinkie: He's generous, so generous
Virtue Dragon and his allies stood before the castle's entrance, where they're facing at Courage Tiger and his officials.
Chorus: He's got 10,000 servants and flunkies
Proud to work for him!
They bow to his whim love serving him
They're just lousy with loyalty to Virtue! Virtue Dragon!
Virtue Dra....
Pinkie squealed happily, "We're waiting for you! We're not going 'til you go!"
Brian calls out excitedly, "You can do it!"
Everyone turned and looked at Courage Tiger, who was completely reluctant and concerns about letting Virtue Dragon and his allies in. After everything that is happening especially everyone was alerted that Virtue Dragon and Tigress were getting married.
Courage Tiger sighed as he gestured to let them in.
Pinkie and Brian: There it is!
Pinkie, Brian and the marching band make the finale of the performance for everyone to get impressed.
Everyone: Virtue Dragon
Bravest and kindest hero in the Land
Brian: Heard your princess was a sight lovely to see!
Tigress groaned in fury as she turned and marched off at once. Aqua sighed as she went after her older sister. Courage Tiger looked down in embarrassment while Riverstrike became uneasy and worried.
Pinkie: And that, good people, is why he's the perfect guy for her to like
Chorus: With bravest warriors, smartest advisors
Pinkie: For real!?
Chorus: With his soldiers and peasants, a brass band and more 
Brian: What?
Chorus: With his forty magicians, his cooks, his bakers
His dragons that warble on key
All: Make way for Virtue Dragon
The citizens and soldiers gave the round of applause to Virtue Dragon for putting the best performance. They're all believed that he and Tigress are destined to be together.
Courage Tiger yelled out angrily as he glares at Riverstrike, "This is a mess!"
Riverstrike spoke out quickly, "My lord! I can fix this! I'll clear the misunderstanding!"
"Then what?! Kill him?! Make my sister a widow; How can you be so foolish?!"
" What?!"
Courage Tiger groans out as he explains angrily, "You heard them?! They think I married my sister to him! And I don't mind making alliance with him, but marriage for it! This is out of control!:
"But still-!" Riverstrike begins to protest but Courage Tiger cuts him off before he could finish.
"Enough! I must now meet my 'brother-in-law', and also talk with my sisters about this. To secure the alliance, Tigress must marry Virtue Dragon now."
"No! Don't do it!"
"It's already too late! Get the things ready now." Courage said seriously to Riverstrike making him horrified.
Courage Tiger headed off to talk with his sisters before meeting up with Virtue Dragon and his allies. The officials quickly went after him, leaving Riverstrike disheartened and upset, making his chest wound hurt and open a bit.
Riverstrike groans out quietly to himself, "Damn you, Skysoar. You ruined it again..."
--------
Courage Tiger went ahead to find his younger sister, hoping that she's not angry and upset about Riverstrike's secret plan. Eventually, he come across with Lady Mulan, Rarity and Sunset.
"Sister?" Courage Tiger asked in surprise, "What are you doing here?"
"Looking for Tigress. I heard what has happen from the outside," Lady Mulan said calmly and firmly, keeping her secret meeting with Saber and his friends.  This make Courage Tiger uneasy and guilty. She hummed in concern, "What are you going to do now?"
"I have no other choice. I have to marry my sister to Virtue Dragon, in order to build and strengthen our alliance."
"Tigress will not be happy about it, even though this wasn't your intention. However, if you cancel the wedding and reveal the truth to the public, they will resent and lose their faith in you because you wanted to retake the control of Jing Province."
"Then, what would you have me do, Mulan? The damage is already done. I do not wish to hurt my sister, but my I have to put my duty and subjects first."
"I can't decide that for you, Courage. This is your decision. But all I can say is that you have to do the right thing for the ponies, regardless of the consequence. In fact, I believe your sister understand that protecting ponies and defeating Azure Phoenix is our main objective."
“Right, you mess up and we will never save the day.” Sunset points out to Courage Tiger in agreement.
“It’s in your court now, Darling.” Rarity agrees seriously.
Courage Tiger sighed, "I supposed so. I can only hope that my sister's not angry with me."
"Don't worry. Your sister won't be angry and upset for long," Lady Mulan said calmly. She scoffed, "But Virtue Dragon should be worry because she is a tiger, not easily get tamed."
Courage Tiger smiled a bit, "True enough..."
Courage Tiger, Lady Mulan, Rarity and Sunset moved out at once as they looked around and searched for Tigress. They came across to her bed chamber, where they found Tigress and Aqua were looking at the large lake. Rainbow and Scootaloo were there to keep an eye on the sisters. As Courage Tiger and Lady Mulan approached to Tigress and Aqua for discussion, Rarity and Sunset approached to Rainbow and Scootaloo.
"So, how is Tigress?" Rarity asked. 
Rainbow sighed, "As expected, she's still mad and angry about arranged marriage and plans about using her as a bait, though she said she doesn't mind hanging out with Virtue Dragon. I think she still likes him."
“Ooooh! This sounded amazing!”
“Sure, if you ignore the icky parts.” Scootaloo remarks dryly, making the adult ponies laughs at this.
“You will grow up sooner or later, Scootaloo….” Sunset chuckled. “Just try not to do so too quickly, ‘kay?”
“Not in another year or so.”
"Tigress, are you alright?" Courage Tiger asked calmly.
"No, I am not," Tigress said dryly and upset. Courage Tiger sighed in defeat. She continued, "I'm not mad at you. I'm mad at Riverstrike. How could he do this to us?! For what?! To get Jing Province?! To beat Skysoar?"
Courage Tiger sighed, "I sometimes wonder of what was he thinking too."
"Have you come to talk me to marry Virtue Dragon?" Tigress asked calmly.
Aqua snarled, "If you do, I'm gonna kill you."
Courage Tiger sighed, "I know you hated the arrange marriage without getting to know the pony you haven't met. But we both know Virtue Dragon since father joined the Campaign against Cruez. He's a good friend, and also benevolent pony we ever met. He saved lives and defeated the enemies as we have seen his action before." He cleared his throat, "Look, Tigress, if you don't want to marry him, then I understand. We'll think of something else."
"But think carefully, Tigress. This isn't about us. This is for our home," Lady Mulan said calmly, "Songbird and I have gone through before in your position. And believe me, we weren't thrill about arrange marriage. But once we get married, we've gotten to know more about husband. And believe me, Brave Tiger was truly amazing fighter and husband I ever met. Songbird said the same thing about humble and smart Riverstrike to her."
“Well, the whole thing appears to be interesting.” Sunset comments as she watches on.
“Well, can you blame this?” Rainbow remarked in agreement. “The two has a good relationship with those two.”
“Where? I don’t see it.” Scootaloo comments as she looks on puzzled.
“Just good, it’s there.”
“Let’s hope the relationships don’t get damaged too much, Darling.” Rarity said in concern.
Tigress was uncertain, "So, you're saying..." 
"How about this," Courage Tiger said calmly, "Why don't we meet and talk with him during banquet? Then, you'll decide how good he is to you. If he is, then you can marry him, strengthening our alliance. If not..."
Lady Mulan sighed, "We can send him off home, and start the war, letting Azure Phoenix beat us to the pulp."
"Is that supposed to be funny?" Aqua asked in annoyance.
After some thinking about Courage Tiger's proposal, Tigress sighed in defeat before smiled sadly, "Alright, we'll try our way. And you're right. I do want to get to know more about him."
"Good. Thank you, sister," Courage Tiger said in relief.
Aqua groaned, "Fine. We'll do it. If I see Saber, then he and I are gonna talk. He's got explaining to do! He is so much trouble after the stunt he pulled from few days ago!"
"Oh boy. She's pissed," Rainbow commented uneasily.
“Well, Aqua has very right to do so.” Rarity explains seriously. “This will not go too well.”
“Especially if she ended up kicking his flank.” Scootaloo giggled playfully. That should be a good sight to see.
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon and his allies have been gathered at the throne chamber as they were still waiting for Courage Tiger and his family to come out. While they were waiting, they heard some muttering and whispering from Water Tiger Officials and Officers especially Riverstrike, who remained silent yet angry and annoyed as he was sitting down on his desk. They were mumbling about what is Virtue Dragon's real plan especially marrying the lord's sister.
"Oh boy. They don't look happy..." Caramel said in concern.
"Do you think we overdid with the 'Prince Ali' parody?" Brian asked amusingly, "Didn't mean it to go too far."
"Nah. I'm sure it's fine especially my upcoming role to be a genie," Pinkie exclaimed happily. She hummed, "Which role I should play? The animated one. The live-action. Or maybe the musical guy?"
"Random..." Saber commented dryly.
"Either way, Caramel's right, they're not happy," Applejack said in concern.
Ben sighed, "Yeah. After what we did from Jing Province and also about Riverstrike's plan to get us, I'm pretty sure he's mad." He then looked and found Riverstrike glaring at him and his friends. He gulped, "Especially he's really angry with us about screwing his plan."
“Hey, he wanted a kidnapping.” Brian remarks in concern. “He was asking for it.”
“More or less, we’re going to be in trouble if he decided to get payback.”
“Like to see him try.” Applejack remarks, glaring right back at Riverstrike. “He will be risking Big Apple Trouble from us.”
Noticing his master's nervous and uneasiness, Dragonspear asked, "My lord, are you alright?"
"No, I'm not," Virtue Dragon admitted, "I just hope that everything will be fine, and hopefully, my lady won't kill me..."
“Lord, calm down, calm down.”
“Yeah, your future bride will like you….I hope.” Ben said, speaking the last part quietly. He hopes Tigress won’t be put off too much than she is already.
As Courage Tiger and his family emerged out from the entrance, the Water Tiger Officials stood up and bowed humbly in respect to their lord. The Lord of Wuhu River took his seat, along with his sisters and Rainbow's Team taken theirs. All of the officials have taken their seats. Virtue Dragon and his allies bowed humbly, paying their respect to the lord.
"Virtue Dragon, it's been a while," Courage Tiger said calmly yet firmly, "It's an honor to see you here."
"The honor is mine," Virtue Dragon said calmly, "I am honored that you allowed me and your younger sister to get married, in order to strengthen our alliance and trust between us."
Courage Tiger sighed, "Ah, yes. The marriage. Tell me if there's no marriage, would you dare to come and see me after what's been happening few days ago?"
"I understand that you're angry about Jing Province. I am truly sorry. In fact, as I previously mention it before the competition that I wish to take control of Jing Province to settle down its ponies, and rule it temporary."
"Yes, you did tell us before. I was going to accept it, but our strategists insisted to do another way around."
"Yes. It didn't turn out well. I apologized for that. And I understand that if you don't want me here, I will return home at once and never bother you again until we gain our own territory."
"On contrary, I'm glad you came," Courage Tiger said calmly, surprising Virtue Dragon, "Like you said, the marriage between my sister and you will strengthened our alliance. And of course, both of you will get to know better first before tonight's marriage. I wouldn't want my sister's get fury and kill her husband too early."
"Is that supposed to be a joke?" Virtue Dragon asked uneasily.
"It was," Courage Tiger said calmly as he stood up and approached, "Come, my friend. Let us have a lunch and enjoy it. Shall we?"
Virtue Dragon nodded, "Yes, we shall."
Ben hummed, "I hope everything went well."
“Well, we’re almost to the close of this chapter. So it should go well.” Pinkie comments playfully, making her friends rolled her eyes at this.
“Random, Pinks, as well.” Brian chuckled in amusement by his filly friend’s usual nature.
--------------------------------------------
Courage Tiger, Virtue Dragon and their officials have left and headed straight to the dinning hall. Riverstrike was the last pony to go in. And just before he could march in, he turned and whispered to both Pirate Scythe and Trip, who were both in shock and concern about it. Nevertheless, they obeyed and left the dinning hall at once. Most of them were gathered and enjoyed their lunch, as well as chatting and talking with each other. Ben and his friends were among them as well, including Saber and Aqua.
"So far, so good," Rainbow said calmly.
Ben nodded, "Yeah. No trouble at all. Think Riverstrike's up to his tricks?"
“I wouldn’t put it past him to do so.” Sunset comments seriously. “It’s like no one on the same side anymore.”
“Not in the past, Sunset anyhow. We need to confirm our concerns.”
"Definitely," Rainbow confirmed her concerns. She turned to Ocellus, "Go and check around the dinning hall. If you see something suspicious, make something nuisance to show themselves here."
Ocellus nodded calmly, "Got it..."
Ocellus transformed into a bee as she flew and buzz off to another area, seeking out any sign of ambush or traps. Both Ben and Rainbow Team continued eating their lunch while keeping their eyes out for any sign of troubles. Saber and Aqua were sitting together. And both of them haven't say anything since their arrival to the dinning hall. While he looked uneasy and worried, she was annoyed and angry that both of them are sitting together.
"Aqua..." Saber said in concern firstly, "About Jing Province..."
"Yeah, I'm pissed off of what you did," Aqua said dryly and angrily, making Saber guilty and shame. She continued while glaring at him, "How could you do this to me and my family?! I thought we're friends."
"We still are," 
"Yeah. Not after the stunt you pulled. It really ticked me off."
"Look, I'm sorry about that. And believe me, my father and I really wanted to negotiate about Jing Province. But..."
"But what?"
"Our strategists complicated it.  And believe me, we'd never wanted this to happen. Believe me, Aqua."
"I don't know what to believe. Your and your clan have been lying to use about Jing Province, or the fact that my sister was forced to marry your father. Either of them, I am mad at about it."
Saber sighed in defeat, "I'm really sorry. I know I can't ask for your forgiveness. But I can try to convince my father to drop the marriage and leave you guys alone. And of course, we'll return Jing Province to you guys as soon as we get our own territory."
"Forget it," Aqua said dryly. Saber looked down in defeat. She continued, "Besides, my sister already decided that she and your dad are gonna get married for the alliance. This is for our alliance and friends. So, do me a favor, Saber. Even if you can't give the Jing back to us, look after my sister. Because if I find out about her getting hurt, you'll be the first guy I wanna kill. Got it?"
Saber nodded nervously, "Dully noted."
“I’m serious! You tried and your dead, got it?!”
“I got it, I got it! Lay off!”
As everyone was still enjoying their lunch, Riverstrike raised his cup while secretly smirked, which Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team noticed.
“He’s up to something.” Ben whispers to his friends in alarm.
“I think something is about to happen.” Scootaloo comments in worry.
BANG! CLASH! SCREAM!  Everyone yelped in shock and surprise to hear the noise. Suddenly, the dinning hall's window fall on some of officials, who quickly ran off and moved aside at once to avoid collision. They all then found Pirate Scythe, Trip and some soldiers were hitting and punching at each other as they were trying to get the bee, who buzzing and evading them a lot.
"WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS?!" Courage Tiger demanded angrily.
Pirate Scythe, Trip and their soldiers halted at once before looking at their lord. The bee transformed into Ocellus. She bowed humbly before the lord.
"Lord Courage! I just found out that these two were sent to assassinate Lord Virtue Dragon, under Riverstrike's order." Ocellus explained firmly.
Everyone gasped in shock and fury. Courage Tiger turned and glared at Riverstrike, who whistled innocently and quietly as he looked away.
"He's still at it?!" Brian asked in shock.
"Oh, Riverstrike..." Rarity said in concern.
“Yep, called it.” Ben remarks, rolling his eyes a bit.
“So did I.” Rainbow added. “Well I did in my mind anyhow.”
"Riverstrike, how dare you went behind my back again! I thought I make myself clear that Virtue Dragon is not be murdered!" Courage Tiger scolded shameful Riverstrike, "Do you intend to betray me and destroy our alliance?! Is this about beating Skysoar to some kind of game?!!"
Riverstrike panicked and bowed before him, "No, my lord! I would never do such a thing! Honest! I'm doing this for our kingdom!"
"Riverstrike, I am disappointed in you!" Courage Tiger said angrily as he took and armed with his sword, "You have caused enough trouble! I might as well have you executed for your deception and rivalry with Skysoar!"
"My lord, don't!" Virtue Dragon protested as he halted Courage Tiger's from raising his sword, "Don't punish him. It wasn't his fault. It was mine. Please, if you kill him before the wedding, then I do not wish to be part of it."
"But Riverstrike! He-!"
"As he said before, he only did it for the kingdom. And believe me, I know that feeling. Please, do not kill him because of the mess. He is your loyal soldier."
Though angry and annoyed at Virtue Dragon's interference and Riverstrike's went behind his back, Courage Tiger cant' ignore their point. He sighed in defeat as he sheathed his sword, "Very well. Riverstrike, apologize to my guest for your behavior. I will pardon it."
Riverstrike hissed in defeat, "Yes, my lord. Forgive me, Lord Virtue..."
"It's alright, I forgive you." Virtue Dragon said humbly. He cleared his throat, "With your permission, I would like to go out and get some fresh air."
Courage Tiger nodded, "You may..."
Virtue Dragon leave the dinning chamber at once. The rest of them returned to their seat as they calmed themselves from the latest situation. Ben and his team sighed in relief.
“Well, that’s a close one.” Starlight remarks with a sigh. “At least things will go smoothly now.”
“If Tigress and Virtue Dragon would like each other.” Scootaloo said, pointing out any lack of romance so far.
“One can only hope.”
--------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon left the dining chamber. He is now at the garden. He became uneasy, worried and scared. He's becoming more uncomfortable about staying at Wuhu River due to Skysoar's strategy of conquering Jing Province has angered Riverstrike taking drastic measure to kill him. He then looked up at the sky as he was giving some thoughts and concerns.
"I can't afford to die today. There're so many things need to be done..." Virtue Dragon said in concern. He sighed, "I wish there's a way to resolve the situation especially easing Riverstrike's anger and Tigress's."
"Are you serious? You're scared of me being angry?" The voice asked in surprise. Virtue Dragon turned and found Tigress approaching him. She giggled amusingly, "You know. For a hero who faced off Azure Phoenix and never fear him and his power, you're actually scared of a mare like me."
Virtue Dragon chuckled uneasily and nervously, "Well... I'm scared of you because I may have offended you after what my strategist has done. And of course, I'm much a bit older than you, and your deserve a better husband at your age."
"You don't say." Tigress asked amusingly before showing her lovely eyes to glare at nervous and worried Virtue Dragon, "And you were right. I'm kinda angry at you and your strategist for the mess and making Riverstrike crazy."
"I am truly sorry, princess. I understand that you don't want to marry me and making the alliance. I can talk to your brother that we'll be leaving." Virtue Dragon said in concern, "In fact, I'll do it now for your sake."
Tigress grabbed and pushed Virtue Dragon back to his position. She smirked slyly, "Now, who told you that I want to call off the wedding?"
"But I thought you're angry and annoyed of the mess we make. Plus, I know you don't like me."
"I'd never say I don't like you, mister. But I do want to get to know more about you."
"Really? Did you mean it or didn't have choice because of your brother and strategist make you to do it?"
"Oh, I really mean it, my lord," Tigress said calmly and amusingly as she grabbed and held Virtue Dragon's collar, pulling him close to her. She continued, "In fact, I want to know one thing about you."
"What's that?" Virtue Dragon asked in concern.
"Are you really benevolent and virtue as your namesake is? Or just pretending? A lot of ponies said that you used the traits to pretend that you're caring for ponies until you get what you wanted - power, control and throne. Am I correct?"
"What?! No! I don't think that! I just want to do my duty. My duty is to help protect and ease the ponies' sufferings.  I don't want power and control over them. I just want to make sure that they're safe and lived peacefully, so they and their children will no longer to fear of war."
"Hmm... Really?"
"Yes, milady. That's my desire. I want to save them. I want to create the land of benevolence for them to live. Until I defeat Azure Phoenix, no one is safe."
"Okay..." Tigress said calmly and sincerely, "You know. For a virtuous pony like you, you really are a hero and nice guy. You almost remind me of my brother - Brave Tiger."
"I am?" Virtue Dragon asked in surprise. Tigress nodded. He sighed, "Thank you. But I believe that you're a hero too for doing what is right for ponies."
"Huh..." Tigress said in surprise, "Really gentlepony. And you know what? I think we can work this out."
"So, we're friends?" Virtue Dragon asked hopefully.
Tigress smiled, "More than friends. We're husband and wife. As your wife, I'm willing to follow you till the end. Not because of the tradition, but I believed that you really are a benevolent lord, and really care for ponies. But promise me that you harm my family when we defeated Azure Phoenix?"
Virtue Dragon smiled, "I promised. Perhaps, we should get acquainted first? Get to know more about us before tonight's marriage and kiss?"
Tigress blushed a bit, "I'd love to." She turned and looked at the tree, "Do you like Peach Blossoming Tree? They're my favorite. I can't wait to see it again after the winter."
Virtue Dragon looked at the tree as he smiled, "Yes, I do. Let me tell you the story of how I met my brothers."
Both Virtue Dragon and Tigress chatted and talked happily and sincerely at the garden. Unknown to them, everyone from dining hall were watching the scene. Most of them awed happily to see two of them formed friendship and becoming couple.
"Guess we don't have to worry about them being friends," Aqua commented.
Saber nodded, "Yeah. Glad they work it out."
"Does that mean you two are brother and sister-in-law or is it auntie and nephew?" Apple Bloom asked.
“That isn’t our business to ask, Apple Bloom.” Caramel said to Apple Bloom with a frown. “But yeah, it’s either one or the other.”
“Like Celestia’s relationship to Twilight and Ben.” Pinkie remarks playfully, making Ben down a bit. “Oh sorry, Ben.”
“It’s fine, Pinkie, really.” Ben insisted, though the sad look on his face claims otherwise.
"Maybe get married?" Phobos asked slyly.
Saber and Aqua blushed in red. Saber cleared his throat, "How about we stick with friends?"
"Good for me," Aqua agreed, "Better than auntie and nephew. That feels weird especially when we're both at same age."
"No kidding," Saber agreed.
Courage Tiger sighed, "Either way, I'm glad everything work it out..."
Angered and fury of it, Riverstrike grunted as he felt a pain in his chest, "Damn it..."
--------------------------------------------
"And so, both Virtue Dragon married Princess Tigress, thus building and strengthening the alliance between two forces," Narrator narrated, "However, despite the setbacks, Riverstrike believed that he has the chance of regaining Jing Province without provoking the incident..."
Tonight, everyone was gathered at the dining hall. Both Virtue Dragon and Tigress, wearing red traditional wedding suit and dress, stood before Courage Tiger. They passed and gave the warm message to him, who drank it and gave them the blessings. Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team cheered happily and wildly that everything is alright. However, Riverstrike gave some thoughts of how to solve the situation. He smirked slyly as he has another plan to ensure that everything will be falling back to its place. He will retake Jing Province sooner or later...
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		Chapter 31: Fracture



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 31: Fracture

"Thanks to the marriage of Virtue Dragon and Tigress, the alliance between two clans has been formed successfully. Thus, Virtue Dragon became part of Tiger Clan," The Narrator narrated, "Despite how infuriated and angered of his plan went awry, Riverstrike strangely remained silence and unmoved of his next plan, and allowing Virtue Dragon to remain inside the palace. What is his plan?"
A month has passed since the marriage, Virtue Dragon and Tigress have gotten along well with each other. They not only done some chatting, but also training and sparring in martial arts, using various weapons and riding Dragons Ride across the garden, and taught each other about their hobbies such as Virtue Dragon trained his newly wedded wife about making strawed shoes and clothes while Tigress taught him about gardening and swimming. They became very close to each other especially kissing and spending lots of time in their bed chamber.
Unknown to them, Riverstrike, still infuriated and angry over his plan being ruined, remained in his own home as he was sitting down still and meditating calmly. And so far, he hasn't make his own move over a month. Suddenly, a knock was sounded on his wooden door. He called them to come in. He looked up and found Apollo, Sam, Hammerod, Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe, Trip and other officers have entered the bed chamber.
"Yes, generals. Is there something wrong?" Riverstrike asked humbly and firmly.
"Don't mean to be bothersome, Commander," Apollo said in concern, "But we're concern with you. Ever since Lord Virtue and Tigress got married and stayed in our place, you haven't done anything with it, so far."
"Not that we're angry or anything," Sam said uneasily, "Just checking."
"I feel very find, my friends," Riverstrike said calmly as he took a sip of his tea, "In fact, I couldn't be any happier and calm."
"Why is that?" Apollo asked in concern.
Riverstrike smiled, "I'm glad you asked. As you can see, my plan has finally come true." Everyone was confused. He continued, "As you can see, despite some setbacks, there's some advantages to my strategy. Since Lord Virtue's staying, we're going to make sure he's comfortable to love and enjoy our hospitality until he would give up his ambition and everything to us."
"I don't get it," Pirate Scythe said in confusion. He got his head whacked by Trip. He grunted, "What the hell, Trip?!"
Trip groaned, "Haven't you figure it out? Virtue Dragon's our hostage until we get the Jing Province back."
"What again?" Pirate Scythe asked dumbly.
Trip sighed, "Why do I bother with you?"
"My lord, isn't that against his will?" Hammerod asked in concern, "And not to mention, against our lord's order from treating him like a prisoner?"
Riverstrike smiled, "Hammerod, we're not treating Lord Virtue a prisoner. Just extending his staying in our hospitality until we reclaim the Jing Province."
"My lord, you cannot be serious!" Sam exclaimed in annoyance, "My lord will not be please of it."
"I know. But this is the only idea I can come up with," Riverstrike said firmly and calmly, "Until we reclaimed Jing Province and deal with Skysoar, Virtue Dragon is going to stay here for a long time."
Sam groaned, "I've got a bad feeling about this..."
---------------------------------------------
Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team were walking down the flower garden. They were chatting and talking to each other that they have managed to evade the crisis and war between two clans, so far.
"Glad that everything's back to normal," Ben commented in relief, "And the last thing I want is waging war between us."
“Right, I rather be friends than be jerks.” Rainbow comments with a shrug.
“If no one else are jerks by now.” Phobos comments dryly.
"Now that is over. Think we should head back and ready for next plan?" Applejack asked, "Like finding a way to rescue Twilight and others?"
“Yeah, I want to be together again than separated. It ain’t nice.” Apple Bloom complains sadly.
“Right.” Ben said with a thoughtful look. “It’s time we do something right now. No more waiting.”
And just before Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team could head out, they've heard someone yelling for 'help'. They got rammed and knocked to the ground hard by a familiar figure.
"Saber?!" Ben asked in surprise.
"You've gotta hide me now!" Saber pleaded fearfully. Everyone was confused. He shouted, "No time! Just hide me! They're going to kill me!"
Instead of asking, Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team helped and hid Saber behind the tree while covering it by playing some games and reading some books. Scarblade, Anchor and some soldiers have arrived and entered the garden. They looked and searched around the place while showing angry and serious looks. Anchor turned and looked at Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team.
"Have you seen Saber?" Anchor demanded.
Applejack kept her mouth shut, she doesn’t want to lie. Rainbow quickly spoke, “Nope. Haven’t seen him. He must’ve stepped out for a smoke.”
“A smoke?”
“Right, setting things on fire?”
"So, what did he do?" Applejack asked.
"Intolerable..." Scarblade snarled.
Anchor nodded, "Indeed. He will regret the day for doing such a thing to our princess. And believe me, this hound is gonna rip him to pieces."
Anchor, Scarblade and their soldiers headed off to continue their search on Saber. Ben's Team and Rainbow's Team sighed in relief as they let Saber come out from his hiding place.
"Thanks for the save, guys." Saber thanked in relief.
"No problem. But seriously, what the heck was that about?" Ben asked in confusion.
“Right, why are you freaking out all of the s udden?” Twist ask, confused as the others.
Saber gulped uneasily and fearfully, "Well, something that is very embarrassing for me to say. Something that I really regret..."
"What is it?" Rainbow asked impatiently.
Saber gulped while his face burnt in red, "I sort of kiss, slept and have fun together with Aqua in her bed chamber."
Everyone was in shock and surprised of what they just heard. They then laughed out loud amusingly and crazily. Apple Bloom, Twist and even Phobos were confused and uncertain of it. Saber was annoyed and embarrassed of telling them about it.
---------------------------------------------
Rainbow laughed out loud, "I can't believe that you did that! This is so hilarious!"
Rainbow, Rarity and Sunset have arrived and returned to Aqua's bed chamber. They were discussing and chatting with Aqua about her last night sleepover with Saber. This annoyed and frustrated her a lot.
"Yeah, laugh it up while you still can, Rainbow," Aqua said in annoyance, "Coz the last pony will get it is me. You get me?"
"Yeah, yeah, yeah, we get it," Rainbow joked amusingly, "Man, you're quite popular with boys and girls especially Saber, Blazefist and Asami."
“Right, like me being popular with both boys and girls. I’m sexy.” Sunset comments happily. Her friends gave her an odd look. “Yeah, I’m bi. Got a problem?”
“No, darling. Just surprised by it.” Rarity remarks to Sunset with a shrug.
“Yeah, so is Fluttershy. Get over it!” Rainbow added with a shrug.
Aqua groaned, "Please, stop embarrassing me. The last thing I want is get another lecture from my brother."
And just before they could continue their discussion, Rainbow and her friends heard some noise. They leaned against the door to listen and eavesdropped on the discussion from the outside.
"Can you believe it? I don't know what's the worst. Getting into more trouble or Riverstrike's asking for war," Wiserton's voice asked in frustration, "Has he gone mad?"
"Mad with Skysoar, no doubt. That fool needs to get over it," Sam's voice said angrily.
"But my lord, Lord Riverstrike's merely doing his duty is to protect and defend our home. In fact, holding Virtue Dragon here longer doesn't consider to be a crime," Thunderbold's voice said firmly, "Until we get the Jing back."
Sam's voice scoffed, "Better hope that no one harms or kills him, unless you're asking for trouble."
As soon as Sam and his colleagues walked and passing the bed chamber, Rainbow groaned, "I can't believe it! No wonder he hasn't make a move. He wanted to hold Virtue Dragon a hostage!"
“I knew it wouldn’t last long.” Sunset remarks, shaking her head.
“If it happens, we’re all bucked.”
"What are we gonna do?" Rarity asked in concern.
Aqua sighed, "There is one thing to do. My sister and Virtue have to get out of here as soon as possible."
“You really wish to do that?” Sunset ask Aqua in concern.
“Right, this could make things difficult darling.” Rarity remarks in agreement.
"I don't like it," Aqua admitted in concern, "It's for the best."
---------------------------------------------
Rainbow and her friends met up with Virtue Dragon, Ben and his friends inside the bed chamber, and also making sure that no one from Water Tiger Kingdom is aware of their secret discussion. Rainbow, Rarity, Sunset and Aqua explained the situation to the, which shocked and annoyed them.
"He's still at it," Ben asked angrily.
“Even with the alliance and marriage, he won’t go down!” Rainbow admits with an angry grunt.
“If he succeeds, it will all be for naught.” Sunset added seriously to her friends.
"That guy's got issue with Skysoar a lot..." Soarin commented in concern.
Virtue Dragon hummed in concern, "This is not good. We cannot stay here much longer. We have to return home as soon as possible. After all, we're still at war against Azure Phoenix."
"Not to mention, he still seeking out for revenge," Dragonspear added in concern.
“And Twilight is still being held by that jerk!” Ben complains angrily.
“Calm down, dude.” Soarin’ said to Ben in worry. “We will get her back somehow.”
“I wish I could believe you. I feel like we have been doing this for a long LONG time, as well as separation.”
"So, we must find a way to get out," Virtue Dragon said firmly. He turned to Tigress, "Milady, I understand if you don't wish to leave your home behind-!"
Tigress interrupted, "Save it, Virtue. I'm going."
"You sure, sis?" Aqua asked.
Tigress nodded, "I am. After all, wife must and will follow their husband, be either the battlefield or trip. And besides, I've always wanted to see what kind of world out there. I'm looking forward for new adventure."
“Oh yeah, I feel ya.” Rainbow remarks, making Tigress look at her oddly. “As in I know how you feel.”
“Oh, you ponies speak weirdly.”
“I can dig it.”
"Still how the heck are we gonna get out of here?" Caramel asked, "Even if we asked Courage Tiger's permission to leave, Riverstrike will chase after us. I doubt he's gonna let us go so easily."
“If we’re all together, we will deal with this problem in no time.” Sunset comments as she scratches her chin with us. “We may have to wing it.”
“Or hoof it. Give or take.” Rarity added.
"Uh. We've got the princess with us. No way those guys would dare to challenge her," Brian said playfully.
"Yeah. Like that's gonna happen," Phobos remarked dryly.
"Actually, it is," Dragonspear said calmly. He was reading another scroll from his second pouch, "According to Skysoar's plan, Tigress will help and guide us to safety because her position is higher than Riverstrike's rank, therefore, the generals have little chance to defy her."
"Wow. For once, Skysoar's really save our flank," Pinkie commented, "He thought of everything!"
“Except not being a dick.” Rainbow remarks dryly.
“Rainbow, matters!” Aqua scolded her friend. “But you’re right. He’s a dick. Whatever that means.”
"Guess it's settle then," Virtue Dragon said firmly. He turned to Tigress, "Milady, would you talk with your brother about it?"
Tigress smiled, "Of course, leave everything to me. Just get everything packed. We'll be leaving soon."
---------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon, Tigress and their friends went to throne chamber, meeting and getting audience with Courage Tiger. They've found him in drunkard state as he was drinking lots and lots of wine. He even hiccuped a lot.
“Hoo boy, he’s drinking again.” Rainbow remarks, rolling her eyes at this.
“Warpath and Rainbow’s drinking habits are bad enough.” Rarity added with a sigh.
“Hey, my drinking isn’t that bad!”
“You collapsed and made a cloud quake one time. Don’t get me into that!”
"Again, Courage?!" Tigress asked in annoyance. She groaned, "One of these days, your drinking habit is gonna get you into trouble. And trust me, it's not gonna be pleasant too."
Courage Tiger groaned a bit as he was recovering, "Sorry, Aqua. I-I'm just too happy that my little sister got married. I drank lots of wines to celebrate for her marriage with my newly brother-in-law." He then cried tearfully, "I'm also sad that she has to leave soon. The last thing I want is hurt her a lot! And of course, I still don't trust that pigass for lying and treating me like a too, just like Jing and Marriage! I'm still pissed! He will mistreat and hurt her a lot! F#&* Up Jackass!"
"Still drunk?" Phobos asked.
“Right, you still a clear head.” Sunset comments with a giggle.
“You’re one to talk.” Ben grunts a bit. Sunset has a bit of a drinking problem herself.
"Lord Courage Tiger, I assure you that I will do no such thing," Virtue Dragon said firmly, "You have my word."
Tigress approached to Courage Tiger as she looked at him, "And I appreciate it for you to look after me a lot. You're the best brother that I could ever have. And now it's time for me to leave my home and go with my new life."
"You're lying, liar!" Courage Tiger cried tearfully while in drunkard state.
"No, brother. I'm not." Tigress said firmly.
"In that case," Courage Tiger sighed as he gave Tigress a warm hug, "Take very good care of yourself, sister. I'm happy that you got a husband." He turned and glared at Virtue Dragon, "If you screw anything up, I'm coming to f#$^ you up, asshole!"
“Whoa! In his drunken state, he will kill anyone!” Rainbow comments nervously as she backs away. “I still just be over here.”
“Funny yet dangerous.” Phobos jokes.
Virtue Dragon bowed humbly, "Do not worry. Everything will be fine."
Saying goodbye to him, Virtue Dragon and his friends turned and left the throne chamber. Courage Tiger continued drinking his wines happily and wildly. Saber and Aqua were the last group to leave.
"I guess this is it?" Saber asked.
"Eeyup, It is," Aqua agreed. She then nudged Saber's shoulder, "You'd better take care of my sister. Because if I find out about the mess, I'll come and kill you. Trust me. I can be nasty."
"Got it. But you did enjoy our night together from last night. Think we could do it again when we get married?" Saber asked playfully. Aqua was annoyed as she gave a kick on his bottom part. He yelped in pain, "Great Dragon's Ass! You don't have to hit my sensitive part! Seriously! That hurt."
Aqua scoffed, "Don't push my luck, Saber. We stay friends, alright? So, whatever happen last night, we're just drunk and done silly stuffs I rather not talk about."
Saber groaned, "Fine. I get it. I hope to see you again."
"Me too, Saber, Me too," Aqua agreed. And just before Saber could do anything, she held and gave him a kiss on his cheek. She scoffed, "That's just goodbye kiss, not lovely, okay?"
Saber shrugged, "Whatever you say, kitty."
Rainbow awed, "Ooh! That's something."
“I wouldn’t be surprised if Aqua ended up kissing Saber.” Sunset giggled to her friends who laughs. Yes, Aqua ended up with Blazefist, but it would be funny.
“K-I-S-S-I-N-G, ponies!”
Aqua groaned in annoyance, "Shut up."
-------------
"WHAT?! They've escaped?! Our lord let him go?!" Riverstrike received the latest report from his scout. He was furious and angry about it. He gathered all of his officers in his quarter chamber. Riverstrike groaned, "This is unacceptable! We have to stop them now! They must be brought back here at once!"
The officers including Seaheal and Sam were in shock and concern of Riverstrike's order.
"My lord, you cannot be serious!" Sam was the first to protest this demand.
"I agree. If you go behind your lord's order again or even worst - your wounds are yet to heal, you'd be in grave danger." Sealheal added seriously.
"No. This is only on chance that we cannot afford to lose. We will get Jing Province, even if it means we have to start the war and kill them personally!" Riverstrike exclaims sternly. If he has to start a war to get what he wants, so be it.
"My lord!" The officer exclaims as they bow to their lord. They hate the idea but these ponies got no choice.
"All units, prepare to move out! Scythe! Trip! You two will go ahead first! Thunderbold and Hammerod will follow you. We will join with you soon. No matter what, don't stop until you capture them. The orders are directly come from me only. Do you understand?!"
Pirate Scythe smirks as he spoke, "No problem. I can take care of them."
Trip groaned, "I've got a bad feeling about this."
--------------
Virtue Dragon, Tigress, Saber, Dragonspear and Ben's Team have packed up their stuffs and left the Tiger Fury Castle. They're heading straight to the docks at once, so they can return to Jing Province safely.
Saber, Ben, Applejack and Caramel were on the front, leading the soldiers. Virtue Dragon, Tigress, Apple Bloom, Twist and Phobos were inside the carriage. Dragonspear, Pinkie and Brian were on the rear. And so far, there was no sign of troubles or any Water Tiger Soldiers stopping them.
"So far, so good. Looks like we're safe." Caramel comments in relief.
"Right, we done should get smooth sailing from here." Apple Bloom admits cheerfully.
"Yeah, no more jerks to deal with!" Phobos remarks with an eager laugh.
Ben on the other hoof frowns as he spoke, "Don't hold your breathe. We're not out of danger yet."
Applejack agrees, "Yeah. Trouble's about to start."
Brian noticed a squadron of Water Tiger Soldiers coming towards them. He yelped, "We've got incoming."
"Oh great! Why did we have to jinx it," Twist groans in despair. Just when they think they are in the clear, this happens.
"I guess it's true. It is too good to be true."
"What's next? Run like a chicken?" Phobos ask his friends nervously. There's too many to fight here, they will be crushed!
Caramel spoke out in concern, "Think we should fight?"
"No. If we fight them, we might provoke them into a big fight. It's best to escape." Saber points out seriously, knowing the truth here: fighting these guys will provoke them. Best to get out of here. 
Phobos scoffed, "Well, that's terrific. Any more of your f#&% ideas now?" Everyone looked and glared at him. "What? We use cursed words a lot, even present time."
"Hold on. There's a way." Dragonspear said thoughtfully as he took and opened the pouch. He read the scroll)" According to Lord Skysoar, to escape the predicament, we need Lady Tigress to force them to back off until we reach our rendezvous point."
"I see. Milady, will you-?" Virtue Dragon say as he turns his attention to Tigress.
Tigress cuts him off as she spoke, "Say no more. I'll talk into them. Halt for the moment."
Virtue Dragon's Forced halted for the moment. Pirate Scythe and Trio have arrived and intercepted them. Both of them climbed down from the Dragon Ride. They then approached to Virtue Dragon's forces. They then found Tigress stood before them. They bowed to the ground.
"What are you doing here?" Tigress demands more than she asked.
Pirate Scythe spoke seriously, "Sorry, Princess. But we need you to come back at once."
Trip nodded as he explains, "Yeah, our lord say that both you and your husband should stay behind for few more days to enjoy the hospitality."
Tigress just scoffs at this, "Funny... If I recall correctly, my brother allowed us to leave and return home. In fact, he doesn't even say anything about demanding us to stay behind for hospitality."
Pirate Scythe gave an awkward chuckle as he spoke, "Well... Yeah, about that..."
Trip in concern explains, "Milady, we can explain. I'm sure our lord-!"
Tigress cut him off, hissing, "Tell, Riverstrike, stop this nonsense or else I will make report to my brother. Or worse, I could have you both executed." Pirate Scythe and Trip became uneasy and scared as they didn't make a move. " Leave now!"
Virtue Dragon's Forces continued marching off. Pirate Scythe and Trip remained unmoved and bowed to the ground. As soon as they leave, both Water Tiger Officers stood up and glared at each other.
Pirate Scythe groans out to Trip in disbelief, "Really? 'Our lord say you should stay behind'? Are you that dumb or something?!"
Trip protests, "I don't see you coming up with the idea?!"
Thunderbold, Hammerod and their forces have arrived at the scene.
Thunderbold demands angrily, "What happen?! Where're Princess and Virtue?! "
Trip laughed uneasily, "Yeah. We might have a situation problem..."
Pirate Scythe points a hoof at Trip, insisting, "It's his fault for letting them go."
"What?! Hey!"
Thunderbold groaned, "Unbelievable. Move out now. We can't afford to let them escape again!"
Pirate Scythe and Trip nodded firmly as they joined up with Thunderbold's squadron. They then gave pursuit on Virtue Dragon's Forces. Few meters passed, they have found and catch up to them.
Thunderbold and his units halted at once as they found Tigress climbed down and approached them.
Tigress demands angrily, "What's the meaning of this?! Are you demanding me and my husband to return?!"
Thunderbold spoke seriously, "With respect, milady, this is for your own good. Please, return to us at once."
"No, I will not."
"But milady!"
Tigress holds out a hoof, snarling at the ones who are trying to force her and her husband's return, "Don't make me repeat this again. Tell Riverstrike to stop this nonsense now. What's done is done. There's no point of starting the fight. Leave now!"
Thunderbold groaned, "As you wish..."
Virtue Dragon's Forces continued marching and moved away from Thunderbold and his units. Riverstrike and his main units have arrived at the scene.
"You let them escaped?" Riverstrike demanded but he doesn't need an answer. Thunderbold and his units remained silent. He groaned. "Do not falter! Give chase!"
Riverstrike and his units marched and trotted to chase and hunt down Virtue Dragon's Forces. 
Virtue Dragon's Forces are miles away from Riverstrike's 
"You go, girl!" Phobos cheers on wildly. Tigress has really told those soldiers off!
"Yeah! We thought we were done for!" Twist exclaims happily.
"Yep, oh yeah, two hooves up, way up!" Brian laughs as he holds up two hooves into the air, making his friends laughs.
"Right, but will it work?" Applejack ask Tigress, noting a serious look on her face. "Not for long, huh?"
Tigress nodded seriously as she answers, "I don't know how much longer I can stall and demand them to return. Riverstrike will no doubt coming for us."
"Yeah, no surprise."
"We should keep going." Ben said seriously. "But I can tell they won't hold back for long."
"Right, if they are like some of the big stupid heads we deal with, they are stubborn as mules." Apple Bloom added. "No offense to the mule of course."
"What are we gonna do?" Brian ask seriously and worried.
Pinkie spoke out in agreement, "Yeah. Party's not gonna make him happy and forget it too."
"Wow. Pinkie's not making a joke. That's scary." Phobos spoke in a shiver. When Pinkie is like this, she can be very scary.
"Fighting back will get us killed, that's for sure." Caramel spoke in worry. "And we may not escape for long."
"I rather stay away from those guys than fighting!"
"We have to reach the docks now. We can't afford to stop." Virtue Dragon spoke seriously. Once they get to the docks and get away, they should be safe.
"Yeah. I hope Skysoar has another trick up in his sleeve." Ben spoke with a sigh. He hates to admit it, but he will need that pony's idea right about now.
"Don't worry. He always has." Dragonspear explains thoughtfully. "In fact, he told us head to the edge of the cliff."
"What for?" Caramel ask Dragonspear curiously.
"Jump over it."
"WHAT?!" Most of the present ones spoke out in shock and disbelief. Jump over a cliff?! Is he crazy?!
"I knew it! Skysoar wants to kill us!" Phobos groans out in despair.
"We're little foals!" Apple Bloom exclaims in horror. "We can be going off cliffs!"
"Are you out of your hay picking mind?!' Applejack protests to Dragonspear in anger. "We got vermints chasing us and you want us jumping off a cliff?!"
" We don't have much a choice. In fact, the enemies have blocked everything. And our only hope is to jump over it." Dragonspear counters this protest.
Phobos looks back, looking worried as he points out, "Well, you'd better think fast! We've got company!"
Virtue Dragon's Forces turned and found Riverstrike and his forces have arrived. They're getting closer to them.
Dragonspear turns to Virtue Dragon, insisting, "My lord, we have to do this."
Saber sighs in defeat, "We don't have much a choice."
"Jump over a cliff." Pinkie remarks with a scoff. "Funny in Wile E. Coyote cartoons. Not here."
"No time for random stuff, Pinkie." Ben groans to his friend in annoyance. "Still, she's right. Not funny."
Virtue Dragon sighed, "Do it."
Virtue Dragon's Forces turned and headed straight to the cliff. This shocked and surprised Riverstrike and his main forces. Nevertheless, they gave chase on them
Reaching to the cliff, Virtue Dragon's Forces jumped over the cliff. This action shocked Riverstrike and his forces. They approached to the cliff to see if they're alive or not.
And to their shock, Riverstrike and his forces have found two flagships below them. They even found Virtue Dragon's Forces are alive, thanks to Skysoar and his Unicorn Soldiers to use levitation on them to land on the ground safely.
Skysoar with a grin spoke, "Right on schedule."
Applejack groans in embarrassment, "I can't believe I'm gonna say this. But thank you."
"Yeah, you saved our flanks." Ben sighs in admittance. "Don't make a habit out of it though."
"Right, we still got issues with you."
Skysoar chose to ignore the comments, speaking, "We're not out of the woods yet. Veteran Shot, Gusty, Smolder, get us out of here!"
Veteran Shot bows as he exclaims, "Will do!"
As ordered, Veteran Shot and his team gotten into their positions as they turned and sailed their flagships away from the Water Tiger Clan's territory.
Riverstrike groaned, "No! I refused to lose." The pony coughed and vomited so much of blood out. He coughed heavily. "Get me the ship! We're going after them."
Sam protests in horror, "But my lord! Your condition-!"
"Get me the ship! NOW!"
------------------------------
Courage Tiger snored out loud and happily after he drank too much of the wines. Rainbow's Team, Aqua, Anchor and Scarblade have tried everything to wake him.
Rainbow groans out, "What's with this guy? Isn't there anything we can to wake this nutcase up? We've tried water and loud noise."
"Could be worst."  Aqua remarks with a sigh.
"We got to wake him up somehow!"
Anchor hummed thoughtfully, "I might have the idea. And he will not be pleased."
"Okay, so what do you got in mind?" Rainbow ask Anchor, curious if she wanted to know or not.
"Watch."
Anchor approached to Courage Tiger. He took out a large pin as he thrust it at his flank, making the Lord of Water Tiger Clan yelped and screamed in pain.
Courage Tiger screams out, "What the hell?! What did you do that for?! Wait! Why am I wet?!"
Rainbow chuckles uneasily, "Later. We need your help now. Riverstrike's gone crazy again. He's chasing after Virtue Dragon and his buddies."
"Right, and in his condition, he isn't in any position to do that." Aqua admits seriously.
"In short, he is driven to suicide here!"
"What?! That idiot! When will that ever get through his thick skull?!" Courage Tiger exclaims angrily as he got out of bed. "Sent forces out now. We're bring that idiot home before he caused more problems."
"Oh yeah, that will be the day." Rainbow remarks with a slight chuckle. This oughta be good.
--------
Hours have passed, Virtue Dragon's Flagships have arrived and reached to Jing Province's Docks. And just before they could landed at the area, they heard banging drums. They turned back and found Riverstrike and his navy forces have arrived at the scene.
Riverstrike gave a mad look as he screams "It's over now, Skysoar! I have you now!"
Phobos groans out in disbelief, "Damn it! Is this guy crazy?! Since when did he ever go crazy?!"
"Since he failed to get Jing Province..." Ben said seriously.
"And can you blame him?" Caramel ask seriously as well. "Everything went to Tartarus for him. This was the last straw."
"And he's going to get us just to get to him." Twist groans out.
Skysoar calls out to Riverstrike as if trying to reason with him, "Riverstrike, this madness must be stopped now."
Riverstrike spoke out crazily, "It will stop. Return what is rightfully belong to us. Then, we shall spare you."
"I'm afraid we cannot do that."
"So be it. Let's end this."
"Listen to reason, Riverstrike. You must return home before it's too late. The enemy will attack it sooner or later. Return to Wuhu River now." Skysoar ordered sternly to Riverstrike.
Riverstrike growls madly, "Not until I have your head on my lap. Prepare to die."
Skysoar sighed, "I have hoped that I do not wish to come to this... Smolder, light the signal."
"Guess there's no way out." Smolder remarked with a shrug. If Riverstrike won't listen to reason, may Faust have mercy on his soul.
Smolder fired and launched the fireball into the sky, which exploded. As signaled, more of Dragon Naval Ships emerged out from the hiding place as they surrounded Water Tiger Navy. All of them armed with their weapons for battle against the intruders. This shocked and scared Riverstrike and his forces as they're surrounded and trapped now.
"No... This can't be happening. It can't be the end!" Riverstrike suddenly gasp as he felt his chest pain, he coughed and spilled more blood out to the ground. "Damn it!"
Riverstrike fell on his back. His officers screamed and called out on him. They all cried tearfully and frantically to see their Commander-in-Chief terribly injured.
"Gah! What happened to him?" Smolder ask in alarm.
"Hey, you okay, Riverstrike?" Twist called out worry. "River?"
Skysoar sighed, "That fool... He shouldn't have pushed himself. I wish he hadn't done that in the first place."
"What do you mean?" Ben ask Skysoar, he got a bad feeling about this.
"His wounds have yet recovered from the arrow."
"Seriously?!" Applejack calls out in shock and disbelief. "He should've rested! And I thought I was stubborn!"
"Now Riverstrike is going to die." Brian comments grimly. "All because he refused to let something go."
"I'm afraid to ask but what else could go wrong today?" Caramel ask with a groan, fearing he will hate his answer.
As if to answer Caramel's question the hard way, Gutsy calls out in alarm, "Enemy!"
Virtue Dragon's Forces looked up and found more of navy forces have arrived at the scene.
"More enemies?!" Dragonspear ask in shock and alarm. This doesn't look good at all.
Skysoar on the other hoof explains, "No. Courage Tiger has come to pick him up as part of our agreement."
"Deal? What deal?" Apple Bloom ask Skysoar puzzled.
"What sort of deal?" Applejack ask with an arch of the eyebrow, not liking the sound of that.
"Before today, I secretly told Rainbow and Ocellus to prepare Courage Tiger to come and pick Riverstrike when he's at great peril. This is the moment. This is something I'd never want to happen." Skysoar explains in what appears to be a genuine sigh of sadness.
"You mean..." Starlight gulps, fearing the worst.
"I don't know if he ever recovered from it."
"Great, looks like this is it."
"I know." Ben sighs as he shakes his head. "Poor Riverstrike. He let his obsession for revenge and determination to take Skysoar down be his downfall. How humiliating."
"If only he could've waited." Smolder remarks with a sad groan while shaking her head.
"What's done is done. Let Lord Courage picked his commander, and let them go." Virtue Dragon said grimly to his allies. Hopefully Riverstrike can make his final peace before he passes on from this mortal coil.
"Will be done, my lord." Dragonspear said with a bow as the men prepares to collect Riverstrike's body.
"Thank you, Virtue." Tigress thanks as she gave a bow of her own.
As ordered, Dragon Navy allowed Courage Tiger to come and pick Riverstrike and his units. They're now heading back to Wuhu River.
Riverstrike groans out barely, "My lord... I..."
Courage Tiger holds up a hoof as he said, "Save your strength, my friend. You need more rest..."
"Courage... I'm so sorry for everything." Rainbow spoke with a sad sigh to her friend,
"Yeah....we wish we could've done more." Aqua explains grimly.
"So far, this stinks."
Courage Tiger sighed, "What's done is dome. All I can hope for is that my friend stayed alive, and hopefully, he won't pull the stunt again."
"That's what worries me..." Rainbow mumbles to herself in worry. If Riverstrike does somehow survived this, chances are he will go after Skysoar again.
"We can only hope...and pray."
----------
"With Azure Phoenix  before them, and Virtue Dragon behind them..." Narrator narrated, "His health deteriorating, Riverstrike put everything he has left into one last strategy. A strategy that would save the kingdom that his fallen friend and Courage Tiger had worked so hard to build. It would be Riverstrike's strategy - sending an apology letter to Skysoar for his mistakes and rebuilding the alliance, with Tigress acted as liaison to two clans and also wife to Virtue Dragon."
After rescuing and bringing Riverstrike and his naval units back to Wuhu River Land, the Chief Commander's condition has become worse than before due to him lose his temper, causing his wounds opened and worsened. In his mansion's home, his wife Lady Songbird and the children were sitting besides with him. Courage Tiger, Aqua, Rainbow and her friends have arrived and paid their visit to him.
"How is he?" Courage Tiger asked.
Lady Songbird sighed, "Not good, I'm afraid. I don't think he can make it."
Courage Tiger sighed, "This was my fault. If I've had stop him, then none of this could have happen."
“It’s okay, Courage. Isn’t your fault.”
“Yes it is.”
"No. Don't blame yourself, my lord. The fault lies in me alone..." Riverstrike said weakly and sickly, "I've let my anger and ego especially my rivalry on Skysoar blind me and my perspective. None of you are blamed for this..."
"I wish I could have done something..." Rainbow said in guilt.
"It does not matter. I've made the last strategy to ensure our kingdom safe and secured," Riverstrike said weakly, "I've already sent my letter to him of my mistakes, and asked Lady Tigress to ensure that Virtue Dragon doesn't attack our home. Her marriage and position as liaison will be as a chain upon Virtue Dragon. It will prevent him from attacking Water Tiger Clan."
Courage Tiger sighed, "And they replied that they forgive you, and willing to follow and honor your plan. My sister is happy, even though she's being used as a pawn."
"I am not," Aqua said dryly before sighed, "But it's for our home..."
“Yeah, we once again got to do something even if we don’t like it.” Rainbow remarks with a groan.
“Even Yona won’t go that far.” Yona groans out sadly.
Riverstrike sighed weakly as he tried to get up. He was assisted by his wife. He spoke, "As leader of, you have a long way to go to match your father's legacy. And your ambition pales besides that of your brother. And therein lies your strength. Your awareness of your own weakness means you have to put considered plan to win. You maybe weak, cowardly and devious... But in the end, that is why you will be victorious."
"What's that supposed to be mean?" Carrie asked.
Courage Tiger sighed, "T-That is true... However, your words mean the world to me. I will not forget..."
Riverstrike sighed, "Then, I have done all I have to..."
And just before anyone could asked, Riverstrike sighed as he gave the last breathe while slowly falling back on his bed. This shocked everyone of what they just saw. They all then cried tearfully and sadly.
"My lord! Nooooooo!" Lady Songbird said tearfully.
"Riverstrike! Not yet! Not yet!" Courage Tiger said tearfully, "Riverstrike!"
"Damn it..." Rainbow cursed angrily.
"At least, Yona think it's over..." Yona said in relief.
"No, Yona. This is the beginning," Ocellus said in concern, "And I'm worried that things is about to get messy..."
---------------------------------------------
At Jing Province's Palace Throne Chamber, Virtue Dragon and his allies including Tigress have received the message from the Water Tiger Envoy. It was reported that Riverstrike has passed away. Tigress cried tearfully. Virtue Dragon comforted her by hugging and patting her.
Skysoar sighed, "He should not have done it. We both could have worked and overcome our enemy, instead of this..." He turned and looked at Ben and his friends, "I understand that you all still do not trust me, but you still need us to help and rescue your friends as we need you for saving this land. Without us, you won't able to rescue her especially outnumber against such large numbers. We need to work this together."
“Ugh. I hate it when he’s right.” Starlight sighs as she shakes her head.
“Still, you know I’m right.”
Ben sighed, "Fine. We'll do it. But I'm keeping an eye on you, just to make sure you don't do something stupid again."
"Understood..." Skysoar said calmly.
"Think we can trust him?" Starlight asked.
"No. But we need him to save our friends..." Ben said firmly and calmly.
“If he doesn’t backstab us again.”
“Wouldn’t put it past him….”
---------------------------------------------
At Xuchang Palace, Azure Phoenix was writing down on some documents and proposals on economy and commerce situation especially involving of military, with the assistance of Master Ratio and Woren. Blazefist has arrived and entered the chamber. He bowed to the ground.
"Yes, Lieutenant?" Azure Phoenix asked.
"I bring news, my lord," Blazefist reported firmly, "The reports have confirmed that Riverstrike has died from his wound."
"Really? How did it happen?"
"Virtue Dragon and his forces have deceived their own allies, and stolen Jing Province for themselves. The pressure of losing Jing Province to them has put serious strain on his wounds, causing him to die. " 
Master Ratio hummed, "It appears that Water Tiger Clan and Virtue Dragon aren't truly friends as we think, after all. They merely relied on each other to defeat us."
"That is true," Woren said amusingly, "If we can put a wedge on the alliance, then both sides will fight and kill each other. It would be easy for us to finish them off for good."
Azure Phoenix gave some thoughts of what his advisors have said. He smirked, "Yes. That is true. We will find and exploit the weakness. When we do, we will turn them on each other. And soon, the land will be unified under our banner. There will be nothing left to stop us..."
END...
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[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 32: Revenge of Justice Tackle

In November 178 A.E., Azure Phoenix summoned all of his officials and children including Twilight and her friends at the Xuchang Province's Ministry Chamber. His children are now grown up. Wing Blade is much more muscular and armored warrior. Notepoem is much more slim yet handsome pony with lazy looks. Hope Light is much more beautiful yet wiser and calmer. They're now having yet another meeting for their next conquest.
Gallus groaned, "I wonder what plans that jackass is cooking up now."
“At this rate…anything?” Silverstream ask Gallus with a shrug.
“Can we leave now, I hate it here.”
“We can’t leave now.” Nyx spoke out seriously. “We’re still prisoners….so to speak.”
“Well, wake me up when it’s over.” Gallus remarks to Nyx in annoyance.
Twilight sighed, "Gallus, please. Don't speak up loud."
"I'm glad you all have gathered, and even my lazy son of mine..." Azure Phoenix said dryly and annoyingly as he glared at Notepoem, who looked nervous and worried. He cleared his throat, "We can begin the business. Today, Blazefist have brought us news."
Most of the officers chatted and muttered in concern yet curious about what news that Blazefist has brought to them. Twilight and her friends shown concern and scared as they knew what news is about.
Azure Phoenix continued with humble and calm, "Riverstrike is dead. Water Tiger has lost their Grand Commander." Imperial Phoenix Officers gave the cheers and applause for the news. He continued, "And more, we have discovered the weakness in their friendship and alliance. It appears the reason why Riverstrike was killed is because of Skysoar's deception for deceiving and conquering the Jing Province. Thus, causing the rift between two clans, even with Tigress marriage to Virtue Dragon and act as liaison."
Imperial Phoenix Officers chatted amusingly and happily about it. Twilight and her friends looked shock yet scared and worried.
"Oh no... It's happening..." Twilight said in concern.
“What’s happening?” Silverstream ask Twilight in worry, fearing the worst.
“The rift between the two clans of course!”
“Right, it’s happening and everything’s going to pot.” Nyx said seriously.
"In other words, we can start attacking them now?" Axen asked hopefully.
"If so, send us out to attack them," Clawdestroyer pleaded firmly and proudly, "We shall avenge our defeat from Red Cliff. They will know our wrath."
"Patient, my friends. Patient. We will not launched the southern campaign yet." Azure Phoenix said calmly, gesturing and calming down his allies. They all chatted firmly and concernedly about his refusal. He continued, "If we strike them now, then they will tighten their defense for each other, making difficult for us to defeat and conquer them. And not to mention, both sides have talented strategists, advsiors and officers especially Virtue Dragon's. They're formidable and dangerous. We must not underestimate them again."
"Indeed. They managed to foresee and turn the tide against us," Snaptrap said in concern
Woren grunted, "Not even Oracle Twilight could prevent our defeat. Perhaps if she has not let her emotion getting in a way."
“Hey, shut up, you big dumb stupid idiot!” Gallus screeches out angrily as she got into Worren’s face. “Headmare Twilight’s emotions are great!”
“Right, maybe you shouldn’t let you greedy emotions get to you, creep!” Silverstream exclaims in agreement.
“You take that back or so help me….” Nyx remarks furiously, wanting so much to turn into her Battle Mode and kick this jerk’s flank.
"Everypony, enough. What's done is done." Twilight said firmly and dryly, "There is no point to look back..."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "I do not blame Twilight for this. I blame myself for my arrogance and overconfidence. I will not make the same mistake twice. All we can do is find and exploit the weakness in their alliance, turn them against each other..."
Master Ratio nodded, "The wisest decision now is that we recruit and train our military soldiers, as well as form and tighten the defense against the invaders. And of course, keep the lookout for any sign of rebellion. Since our defeat, there's been more rebellion occurred around area and even from the west."
Navy Arrow hummed while crossed his hooves, "That is true. There's been trouble from the west lately especially the Dragon Desert Raiders.  They're becoming more problem than before."
"We must eliminate the threat before they became our problems," Armorhide said firmly.
"I can bet that Fire Storm and Constantine stir the troubles..." Blazefist said firmly, "I'd say we deal with them at once."
Imperial Phoenix Officers chatted and nodded in agreement with Blazefist's proposal. Azure Phoenix gave some thinking about his proposal. Twilight and her friends shown concern and uneasy as they don't like where this could be leading to.
HONK! The announcer announced, "Announcing the arrival of Captain Heatwave!"
Most of Imperial Phoenix Army was alerted by the announcement. Both Azure Phoenix and Strikespell looked excited and happy to hear it. The Lord of Imperial Phoenix Army spoke, "Bring him in!"
"Heatwave?" Silverstream asked in surprise, "Where have I heard before?"
“Hoo boy.” Gallus remarks, rolling his eyes a bit. “Him I’m familiar with.”
Navy Arrow groaned, "I was hoping that kid wouldn't join us here. He's gonna give us some problem sooner or later."
"Tell me about it," Snaptrap agreed.
"Aw. You guys are meanies. He can't be that bad."  Bullhound protested firmly.
The lighter cyan colored young Pegasus with lighter navy and lavender streaked mane and tail in ponytail worn a blue scarf and his cutie mark is a golden badge with '曹', has entered the chamber. He then bowed humbly before Azure Phoenix.
"Captain Heatwave is here. Reporting for duty, sir," Heatwave declared humbly.
"Heatwave!" Azure Phoenix exclaimed happily as he got off from his seat. While laughing happily, he then approached and gave his nephew a hug, "My favorite little nephew, it's so good to see you here."
"It's great to see you too, uncle. I'm happy that you gave me this position.
"Yes, yes, indeed it is, Heatwave. I trust that you're doing a good job of defending on the west while not enjoying your 'rest and recreation'.  I don't want you to end up like Notepoem..."
"Hey!" Notepoem protested in upset, "Father, I resent that! You know I would never slack off with my work especially poem.  I work hard and better than Heatwave!"
Strikespell scoffed, "Not what I heard and seen of, little brat."
Wingblade nodded, "Yeah. While me and my big brother are handling some military and politic affairs, you were just indulge yourself with lots of wines and ladies, and also slacking off your work a lot."
"Better than Heatwave..." Strikspell said dryly, "He knows the bound from touching my wife."
"Hey! I said I'm sorry!"  Notepoem exclaimed in frustration.
"Stop bullying him, brothers!" Hope defended Notepoem, who is relieved and happy. She sighed, "He really did his effort on work, though not the best one."
Notepoem groaned, "Aw come on!"
"Enough. I don't want to hear this excuse," Azure Phoenix said firmly. He turned and looked at Heatwave, "Tell me, nephew, how are things going?"
"Going well, unc. I've dealt most of the rebels, and making sure that none tried to mess with you," Heatwave said humbly, making Azure Phoenix smiled. Gesturing the guards to get something, he added, "And there's more, unc. I've brought something special for you."
The guards brought the injured and defeated Fire Storm and his brave loyalists to the chamber. Most of Imperial Phoenix Army chatted and muttered of concerns about what they just saw. Some exclaimed angrily at Fire Storm's treason while others remained silent and glared at him.
"Say hello to Dragon Desert Raider's Leader - Fire Storm. This guy tried to trick me, saying that he wanted to see you. I told my guards to search him and his goods. And look what I found," Heatwave said with a glee. He then shown the knife to his uncle, "Planning to assassinate you."
Taking the knife, Azure Phoenix turned and glared at Fire Storm, "You know I was hoping that you would not rebel against me, General Fire Storm because you are known to be most loyal and humble to the kingdom. But I was wrong. You were dumb."
Fire Storm scoffed, "I always thought that attacking you is impossible. Because of Virtue Dragon and Water Tiger Clan's alliance, we have the chance. I underestimate that womanizer nephew of yours."
"That nephew maybe a flirty but not stupid and arrogant," Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly, "I assumed that you have no interest to surrender?"
Fire Storm scoffed, "Cut my head off. I dare you..."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "Very well. Guards!"
"My lord, wait!" Twilight exclaimed in concern. Azure Phoenix turned and looked at her. She continued, "If you kill him now, Justice Tackle will come and kill you for slaughtering his family. Trust me. He is not the type of pony, willing to let go of his grudge."
Azure Phoenix hummed thoughtfully, "What do you propose to do with this traitor?
"Imprison him. Spread the word about Fire Storm's treason."
"And you think that will stop Justice Tackle from rebelling?"
"I don't know. But it's the only way to help you avoid a conflict with him." Twilight said calmly and firmly, "Unless you wanted to challenge him to conquer the west....
"To be honest, I'll be much safer and relieved with the west is under our control." Azure Phoenix said firmly. Twilight became worry and uneasy. He sighed, "But you are right. To play safe, I shall imprison him. But if Justice Tackle is truly intended to rebel against me, then we shall deal with him at once before executing his family. That will be consequence for his rebellion."
Twilight sighed, "If that is what you think. But my friends and I shall go with you."
"No. I need Gallus and Silverstream only," Azure Phoenix said firmly, shocking Twilight and her friends. He continued, "It is time for the young ones to take over and lead the army now."
"With all due respect, sir, I'm not sure they're both ready for this mission alone," Twilight said in concern, "Last time they were in-charge of the units, they didn't do well with leading and commanding the units. And you ordered them to leave with the rest of my friends."
“Yeah, got to agree with her on that.” Gallus remarks nervously. “Get someone else better and more experienced.”
“Right, we don’t want to get into more trouble than we did before.” Silverstream comments in agreement.
"True. However, I saw some potential in them especially Gallus. It is time for them to spread their wings and fly on their own. Besides, they have Clawdestroyer and Blazefist to guide them." Azure Phoenix said firmly and calmly. Twilight was uncertain and worried, though she knew she can't change his mind. He cleared his throat, "Take that traitor to his cell. Prepare the army. We shall wait and meet Justice Tackle at Yellow Dragon's Gate!"
"LORD!" Everyone bowed humbly.
"I've got a bad feeling about this..." Silverstream said in concern.
"Don't worry, princess," Heatwave said charmingly and sincerely, making Silverstream turned and looked at him in surprise. He gave the rose to her while holding her left claw. He kissed on hers, "I'll protect you. After all, I've got some good experience with battle. I can teach you, in return for a date."
Silverstream blushed in red and surprise, "Ah... Thanks?"
Gallus groaned, "I forgot how much I hate that guy's guts..."
---------------------------------------------
At the Dragon Desert Castle, Justice Tackle, now older, was sleeping peacefully and soundly on his bed since he was in-charge of defending the west now. And for odd reason, he's unable to sleep well and properly due to him have dark and scary nightmares. He screamed in shock before waking up. He panted heavily. An armoured veteran beige-brown coloured Pegasus with small mustache marched into the bed chamber. 
"My lord, are you alright?" The veteran asked humbly.
"Sorry, Mace, it was just a dream," Justice Tackle said calmly. He sighed, "A dream about me being slaughtered by tigers on the snowy ground."
Mace hummed in concern, "What could this mean?"
BANG! SCREAM! A young lighter yellowish Pegasus worn a silver-green cowboy hat-like has entered the bed chamber. He cried tearfully and frantically while bowing to the ground. He then shouted tearfully about 'they're gone'.
"Breaker, what's wrong?!" Justice Tackle asked.
Breaker cried tearfully, "They're gone, Justice Tackle! Father and his loyalist plotted ton assassinate that traitor! But instead, that womanizing nephew of his was able to stop and capture them! They've been dragged out and get executed at once! I was the only one able to escape."
"No... NO!" Justice Tackle screamed in anger before slammed his hoof against his bed's handler until it break in two. More of his generals and officers have arrived and entered the chamber. He snarled in anger with pure hatred looks, "Azure Phoenix... I shall have my revenge. I will kill all of you! Mace, Breaker, contact Constantine and gather the army. We go for war!"
"LORD!" Mace and Breaker reported firmly.
---------------------------------------------
"Fire Storm of Dragon Desert Raiders has been killed in Xuchang Palace. He has been found guilty on conspiring to kill Azure Phoenix, and was executed. Upon hearing the news, his son, the brave young warrior known as Justice Tackle the Splendid, was thrown into a fit of fury," Narrator narrated, "And together with Fire Storm's sworn brother - Constantine, he raised an army. Justice Tackle descended upon Yellow Dragon's Gate with the fury of a dragon."
After contacting Constantine, Justice Tackle has rallied and raised the army to 100,000 Warriors across the Dragon Desert. They're now riding the dragon steeds for the march to the Yellow Dragon's Gate outskirt, where they will meet and face off Azure Phoenix and his Imperial Phoenix Army. The Dragon Desert Raiders are filled with hate and anger as they wanted nothing more than revenge against Azure Phoenix for the death of Fire Storm.
"Revenge... As he lay in wait for Azure Phoenix at Yellow Dragon's Gate, that single word was the only thought emblazoned upon Justice Tackle's mind. The splendor he was known for had been replaced with unbridled rage..."
The Dragon Desert Raiders have arrived at their destination. They then found Azure Phoenix and his 10,000 Soldiers consisting of Bullhound, Clawdestroyer, Blazefist, Wingblade,  Gallus and Silverstream standing at the first outpost. Justice Tackle snarled angrily while glaring at the leader of Imperial Phoenix Army. He wanted nothing more than revenge.
"That's Justice Tackle?" Gallus asked in concern. He gulped, "Oh boy. That guy looked terrifying as Storm King."
"What's the matter, kid? You scared?" Wingblade asked amusingly.
"Of course, I am! Didn't you hear what Headmare Twilight told us about Justice Tackle?! He's now furious and angry as a big dragon, thinking that we killed his father."
"Yeah, right. I think she's just exaggerating. And besides, that guy's overreacting."
"Yeah, right. You'd be dead if you go too close to him."
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly while analyzing Justice Tackle, "Twilight was right. He's indeed a brave warrior with pure power of dragon. Perhaps, she's right about not executing Fire Storm. I must tread the words carefully." He spoke, "Justice Tackle, why have you come here? Do you intend to rebel the Qin Dynasty? Your clan have served the kingdom well."
"Save your lies, demon!" Justice Tackle snapped angrily while raising his spear up, "I'm here to not here to stop and defeat you, I'm here to kill you for what you have to my family! Mark my word, Azure Phoenix, I will have my revenge! Once I killed you, I feed your flesh to my pet! White Spear hasn't been fed for a while! Prepare to die!"
Justice Tackle screamed in anger as he charged at Azure Phoenix, who got surprised and shocked. He quickly turned and rode off at once. Both Blazefist and Wingblade charged off and engaged him in the duel. Blazefist thrust his spear at Justice Tackle, who easily dodged the attack. Wingblade tried to slam his broadsword on him from the top, but missed, allowing the rider to thrust the pole hit him by gut. Blazefist swung his at top, but Justice Tackle dodged down before swung his spear's pole at the chest before punched him by face. The commander grunted in pain as he withdraw a bit.  Justice Tackle, using his pear, dug and thrown the sand out at Blazefist's face, blinding him for the moment. And just before Justice Tackle could finish him off, Wingblade rammed and pushed him away from the commander. As Blazefist recovered, he and Wingblade resumed their fierce battle against Justice Tackle.
For few round, Blazefist and Wingblade struggled to fight and defeat Justice Tackle as the latter proven to be fierce and fast for them to handle.  Both of them slammed their blades on Justice Tackle, who blocked the attack before rammed and knocked them both out from their steeds. He turned and glared at Azure Phoenix.
"Kill him!" Justice Tackle screamed in anger.
As ordered, the army of Dragon Desert Raiders charged and attacked the Imperial Phoenix Army, who got caught by the surprise. Most of the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers got easily defeated and killed by them. The rest of Imperial Phoenix Officers struggled to fight back while defending and saving their soldiers from danger. Eventually, Azure Phoenix was forced to escape, along with Bullhound and 20 soldiers to follow him. Justice Tackle spotted him. He and his units gave chase after him.
For 15 miles, Azure Phoenix and his units continued running as fast as they can, though they have been caught up by Justice Tackle and his raiders. They shot some arrows at the Imperial Phoenix Soldiers. Azure Phoenix did his best to stay hidden by removing his own cape, cutting out his long beard and even hid his face. Justice Tackle still able to spot him. He did something unthinkable attempt. He got himself separated from his units and ran to the left of the forked road. Unfortunately for him, the raider commander spotted him and still chased after him.
"You can't run forever, coward!" Justice Tackle snapped in anger.
Azure Phoenix gasped, "No! Curse it!"
"Back off, bully!" Silverstream screamed as she jumped and attacked Justice Tackle from behind. While beating, pecking and even biting him; she shouted, "Azure Phoenix didn't kill your family! They're in prison! Whoever told you that is not true!"
Throwing Silverstream down, Justice Tackle screamed in anger, "LIAR!"
Justice Tackle noticed Azure Phoenix is making his escape, he screamed in anger as he gave chaser after him. Suddenly, Heatwave has arrived and engaged him at once, joined by Silverstream from behind. Both of them attacked and held the raging warrior as long as they can, allowing Azure Phoenix to make his escape.
---------------------------------------------
After barely escaping with his life, Azure Phoenix managed to return to Yellow Dragon's Gate, where the remaining officers - Armorhide, Navy Arrow, Axen and Snaptrap were waiting. Bullhound, Clawdestroyer, Blazefist, Wingblade and Gallus managed to return to the camp safely, along with little remaining troops. And soon, both Heatwave and Silverstream have returned as well, though both of them are injured by hooves. They have arrived and entered the main camp, where they greeted and pay their respect to him.
"Thank goodness. You both are alright. Thank you for saving me," Azure Phoenix said calmly and warmly, "You both should rest now."
"No problem, Uncle. After all, we're family." Heatwave winked. He turned and looked at Silverstream, who is rubbing her right hoof and left wing. He approached and checked on her, "Hey, you okay? You're not hurt, aren't you?"
Silverstream hissed a bit, "Just a scratch."
"Here let me help you," Heatwave insisted as he took some medicine and bandage. He used the wet cloth to wipe the blood out before poured some medicine oil and herbs on her scars, claws and wings. He sew them with a needle and string. He the wrapped them with some bandages. He continued, "Don't worry, I'll get you clean and treated in the jiffy."
Silverstream smiled, "Thanks, Heatwave."
"No problem. We are comrades-in-arms. Man, that guys is rough. Can you believe that? What kind of gentlepony would do such a thing to a lovely princess like you?"
"Yeah. I understand he's mad that his dad got killed but I'm trying to tell him that the rumors are wrong. I don't know why he's still mad and crazy over a revenge."
"Well, when you lost someone, you get crazy. Like Blazefist."
"Don't remind me. Unlike that jerk, Blazefist is much nicer and kind guy. He's kinda like an older brother I never had. He trained and helped me, and even have fun with me, but sometimes I get on his nerve."
"Well, you should see how close I am with Strikespell than his brothers. That guy is the real brother I could depend on. I don't get along with others because they're major jerkies."
"Wow. That must be nice to have someone look after you."
"It is. There you go. Nice and clean," Heatwave agreed as he finished bandaged up her claw.  Silverstream got bandages over her scars and wounds. He then placed a purplish flower on her ear. He smiled as he gave her a kiss on claw, "Forgot to add that one. Making you the most beautiful girl in town."
Silverstream awed with a red blush, "Thanks, Heatwave. That was sweet of you..."
"How about a little snack and a dance," Heatwave asked sincerely, "I'm good at it."
Silverstream smiled, "Sure."
Heatwave and Silverstream headed off to get their own food and also resting. Gallus, annoyed and jealous, seeing Heatwave gotten Silverstream first. He was about to move and follow them. He was held by Clawdestroyer.
"Don't even think about it, Commander," Clawdestroyer scolded sternly at Gallus, "We have work to do."
Gallus groaned, "It's not fair..."
"So, what's next, cousin?" Navy Arrow asked, "Obviously, we can't just sit here and do nothing."
Blazefist nodded, "Can't let them bully us."
Azure Phoenix sighed, "We have to. All we can do now is fortify the defense and held off the enemy forces. Justice Tackle is indeed fierce and formidable warrior. Twilight was right about that."
"It's a good thing you didn't execute him," Axen said in relief.
"We should tell Justice Tackle ceased the rebellion," Armorhide said firmly.
Wingblade grumbled, "I wouldn't be nice to him if I were you."
"I'm afraid it won't be easy," Clawdestroyer said in concern, "Justice Tackle is consumed by anger and fury over his family's destruction. And the only thing matters to him is to kill our lord."
"Clawdestroyer's right. All we can do now is defend," Azure Phoenix said firmly, "No one is allowed to engage the enemies, unless it's for the defense and drive the enemy back. That is all."
Imperial Phoenix Officers muttered and grumbled in disappointment, but they knew he was right about engaging with Justice Tackle.
"My lord, I might have the idea of fortifying the fortress," Snaptrap suggested calmly.
Azure Phoenix hummed, "Tell me, Snaptrap..."
---------------------------------------------
On the next day, Justice Tackle and his army of Dragon Desert Raiders marched out at once. Upon reaching their destination, he and his army gasped and yelped in shock and surprise of what they just saw. 
The castle is made of solid yet frozen icy sand, guarded by Azure Phoenix and his army. Armorhide, Snaptrap, Heatwave and Silverstream were on the castle's walls, with the army of archers.
Justice Tackle yells out in alarm and disbelief, "What? When did that castle built?!"
"I don't know. But whatever Azure's planning, it can't be good." Breaker spoke in precaution. "Please, be careful, brother. I don't want to lose you too."
Justice Tackle scoffed, "What's there to be careful? I can handle it. These officers are nothing. "
Breaker sighed, "There he goes again. Why does he keep doing that?"
"My lord's anger has yet subsided until he completed his revenge." Mace admits to the others in concern. It's true: once Justice Tackle wants revenge, it's almost impossible to stop him.
Constantine remarks in precaution, "Either way, be weary of the situation. No doubt that treacherous lord is up to his slave."
Approaching to Azure Phoenix, Justice Tackle demanded, "Azure Phoenix! Are you ready to die?!"
Azure Phoenix scoffed, "No, I'm afraid not. My ambition has yet unfulfilled."
"Your ambition ends today, Azure Phoenix. If you think that kind of wall will stop my rage, then you're sadly mistaken, arrogant fool!"
"It will, boy. I suggest you surrender."
"Prepare to die!" Justice Tackle roars out to his enemy in fury. It's time to put an end to Azure once and for all!
Justice Tackle charged and attacked Azure Phoenix, but blocked by Bullhound with his bare hoof. The large fat pony grunted before pushed the young pony back.
"Who are you?!" Justice Tackle demands furiously to Bullhound. Who is he to get in the way of his revenge?!
"I am Bullhound! I am Lord Azure Phoenix's trusted bodyguard! I will not let you harm him!" Bullhound boasted to the enemy in determination.
"Azure's Blood Hound?!" Justice Tackle scoffed in disbelief. This fatso is the bodyguard? Even he finds that hard to believe. "I've thought you're nothing but a simple fat pony. But clearly I was wrong. Still do you have what it takes to defeat me?!"
"You bet I am! I promised Rhino that I will protect our lord and plow the field in his name!"
"We shall see!"
Justice Tackle and Bullhound gave the loud battle cry. They both charged and engaged the fierce duel. While riding their Dragon Steeds, Both of them swung their spear and giant mace at each other for few times in fierce and determination. Both sides of the army gave the loud battle cry and cheers for their champion.
Clawdestroyer grunted, "Gallus, watch and learn of how the duel goes. If you want to survive, you need to be fierce and strong as Bullhound."
"I thought Bullhound is just a happy dumb pony." Gallus spoke in amazement yet disbelief at the same time.
Navy Arrow laughed, "I loved this kid. Kid, Bullhound looked like a dumb pony but he's actually quite strong and powerful warrior as Rhino." He sighed in sadness, at the memory of his old lost friend. "Those good old days."
"Indeed. Our lord trusted his life to him to protect from harm and danger. Bullhound has never left him since the day our friend Rhino died." Wingblade said in agreement.
"Yeah. He won't gave up the fight easily." Blazefist admits as well. Bullhound won't give up the fight this easily, that's for sure.
Gallus whistles in amazement as the fight moves on, "Man. That's some tough guy."
Justice Tackle and Bullhound continued swinging and striking their weapons at each other fiercely for ten times. They then clashed for the moment. As they slowly backed off, they then charged and thrust their weapons at each other but only missed. They both turned to face each other. Justice Tackle tried to thrust his spear at Bullhound, who fiercely and firmly blocked and deflected the attacks for five times. He jumped off from his steed as he tried to thrust his spear on the large fat pony's head, but only grabbed and thrown him back to the Dragon Steed. Justice Tackle nudged his White Spear in kicking at Bullhound, who quickly responded by grabbing and pulling his steed away from the attack. Bullhound swung his giant mace at Justice Tackle’s face, which hurt him a lot. He growled in anger as he turned and slammed his punch straight at the fat pony's head before rammed his steed against his off.
The duel continues as both Justice Tackle and Bullhound continued fiercely swinging and slashing their weapons at each other. Most of the officers were amazed and shocked by the duel.
"Okay. Now, that's something..." Gallus spoke, arching an eyebrow at this.
Azure Phoenix spoke up at last, "Yes, it is. I'm lucky to have Bullhound standing beside me to face such adversary."
Justice Tackle and Bullhound clashed for the moment before departed from the attack.
Bullhound pants a bit as he calls out to his opponent, "Hey, kid! Our steeds are getting tired. Wanna change them and ready for round two?!"
Justice Tackle scoffed, "Agreed. Be prepare, Hound!"
Bullhound and Justice Tackle returned to their army. They then changed their steeds to more healthy and strong steeds. As soon as they gotten into their position, the vengeful warrior, surprised, found the fat pony has removed his armors while arming with his giant mace and riding his steed.
"Huh?! Why would he do that for? Not that I'm complaining." Silverstream spoke up in surprise by this change of tactic.
Armorhide explains to the Hippogriff, "Bullhound is unleashing his true might now."
"Indeed. To think there is someone able to push our hound's limit." Snaptrap explains with a nod. Bullhound himself has been pushed to the limit. Time to see what he can REALLY do.
Silverstream worried gulps, "Oh boy..." She can tell this won't be a pleasant sight.
Once Bullhound is done preparing himself for round 2, he calls out to Justice Tackle madly, "Are you ready?!"
Justice Tackle responds with an, "I am!"
Justice Tackle and Bullhound gave another battle cry as they all charged and engaged another duel, the drums banging much louder and soldiers cheering for the champion.
While riding and charging their dragon steeds, both Justice Tackle and Bullhound swung and slammed their weapons at each other for ten times. They then clashed for the moment. Departing from the attack, Bullhound swung his mace at Justice Tackle, who dodged and evaded the attacks for three times before kicked him back. He groaned angrily as he swung his mace at him to back off a bit. He then thrust his spear at him but missed the attack. Both of them then continued swinging and striking their weapons at each other for few times.
When Bullhound swung his mace at Justice Tackle's head, the latter dodged down and thrust his spear at him. Spotting the spear thrusting at him, he quickly dropped the mace before grabbed it. Both of them groaned and grunted fiercely as they tried to pull the spear very hard like they're in tug-of-war.
For the moment later as both continued pulling the spear, it break into two. Though shocked by the broken spear, both Justice Tackle and Bullhound continued their fierce duel with each other with the broken pole.
"Even they don't have weapons, they still fighting." Gallus said as he shakes his head in amazement. They got no weapons and yet, their battle rages on.
"Indeed. I don't think he can hold out much longer." Azure spoke seriously. Bullhound won't hold this assault much longer. The time to act is now. "All units, drive them back now!"
As ordered, Imperial Phoenix Army charged into the battlefield, followed by Dragon Desert Raiders. Both sides have engaged fiercely and violently. As both sides continued the fierce battle, the messenger arrived and reported to Constantine, who was in shock and concern.
"Pull back!" Constantine calls out to his troops in alarm. Something has come up and it cannot wait!
"Pull back?! Why?!" Justice Tackle demands angrily to Constantine. This is his chance to take Azure down and they got to get out now?!
"We've been cut off by Axen! If we don't return to our camp and secure our escape route, we might not have the chance to live!"
"Damn you, Azure. This isn't over!"
As ordered, Justice Tackle and his vengeful army were forced to abandon the battlefield and returned to their camp at once for repelling Axen's Army. Imperial Phoenix Army sighed in relief.
"That was close, my lord." Bullhound spoke to Azure in relief. Not that he isn't confident, he has Justice Tackle on the ropes but his army would've gave him the advantage if not for the quick exit.
"Indeed. But they will be back..." Azure say seriously. He knows that this won't be the last time he has seen of Justice Tackle or his troops.
Snaptrap sighed, "Good thing, we have sent Axen early in the morning for blocking and threatening their rear. That will buy us some time.
Armorhide spoke in agreement, "If they intend to return, we will be ready." By the time they decided to "buck it" and come back for another attempt, Azure's forces will be ready by then.
Silverstream hummed, "Ooh..."
Heatwave patted the worried Hippogriff, saying confidentially, "It'll be alright, trust me."
-----------------
Justice Tackle and his army are forced to return to their camp for protection against Axen's Army attacking from the escape route.
A few days have passed since the Battle of Yellow Dragon's Gate, Justice Tackle and his forces have yet gain upper hand against Azure Phoenix due to decoys, traps and even Axen's Army attacking them from the rear. Now, Imperial Phoenix Army are resting for the night.
Heatwave and Silverstream were sitting down near to his camp. He was cooking some rice, vegetable and soup for both of them to eat.
Silverstream sighed, "Wow. That was great! You're a real cook!"
"Thanks. It's one of my specialty. Your compliments touch my heart, my lady." Heatwave spoke, touched by the words of a Hippogriff.
Silverstream giggled a bit, "Aw shucks!"
"You know. I kinda curious about something."
"What's that?"
"Are you and Gallus are a thing? You know boyfriend and girlfriend?" Heatwave ask Silverstream curiously. His words made her blush a bit. No one ever asked her about that before, they normally mind their own business.
Silverstream nervously answers, "That's ridiculous! He and I are just friends."
"Uh huh. I can see by his looks that he likes you."
Silverstream scoffed a bit, "I'm sure he likes me being a friend."
Heatwave smirks and gave a light chuckle at that, "Right. Like I'm gonna believe that. Still, I'm kinda surprise that you're the only Hippogriff to join my uncle's forces. Most of them prefer to stay away from the war and mind their own business."
"Well, I came here because of Headmare Twilight. She does need some company and friends."
"Wow. That's something. Guess she must be lucky to have them."
"She is. Don't you have friends? I mean you have some ponies be there for you." Silverstream spoke to Heatwave in curiously. After all, a pony like him must have some friends to hang with him or something.
Heatwave sighs as he shakes his head, "No. They're just soldiers, not real buddies. I hardly make any friends at all. In fact, you're the first friend and a girl, who care to talk with me."
"Really? I thought you dated lots of girls from what I've heard about."
"What? Them? You're kidding me?" Heatwave scoffed in disbelief, "Those girls just dated me for once, and got me drunk before dumped me. I used to have some buddies but they did the same thing to me again."
"That's horrible!" Silverstream exclaims in shock. How could Heatwave's so called girls and buddies abandoned him like that?!
"Yeah. I maybe nephew to Lord Azure Phoenix, but in reality, I'm just nopony. I'm nothing. And I appreciate my uncle for giving me this position but no one appreciate me."
"That's not true. You're the bravest, smartest and kindest friend I ever met. I mean you helped and saved me from Justice Tackle three times. You even treat my wounds too."
"Aw, shucks." Heatwave chuckles as he scratches the back of his mane sheepishly. That is the nicest words any pony would give to him, especially from a Hippogriff of all things.
Silverstream smiles as she added, "In fact, if you need a friend, I'm happy to be one."
"Really?"
"After all, we're friends. I'm happy to be a girl and a friend to you."
Feeling his heart racing, Heatwave blushed in red. And just before Silverstream could ask, he gave a deep passionate kiss on her beak, which shocked and surprised her. 
Gallus came to the scene. He looked shocked and angry.
"Get away from her, jackass!" Gallus screams out, screeching in anger.
Gallus jumped and pounced Heatwave to the ground. Both of them began to have some fierce fights with each other.
Silverstream gasped, "Gallus stop!"
Punching Heatwave, Gallus screamed, "The nerve of you for trying to kiss her! I won't forgive you for this!"
"Get off me, crazy bird! It's just a kiss. It's not like it's important to you!" Heatwave exclaims in alarm, doing his best to fight the mad griffin off.
"Shut up!"
Both Gallus and Heatwave continued punching and kicked at each other fiercely and wildly. The soldiers cried and cheered wildly for them to fight.
Clawdestroyer screeched, "What is going on?!"
Heatwave dodges a claw from Gallus as he explains, "He attack me!"
"You tried to kiss Silverstream!" Gallus demands angrily, defending his actions then proceeds in knocking his opponent down.
"What's your excuse about that?!"
Gallus groaned, "I'm gonna-!"
"Enough!" Snaptrap snapped as he got between the two fighters, ending this madness. "Clawdestroyer, Gallus, with me! We have some discussion."
"But I-!"
"That's an order!" Clawdestroyer snapped to Gallus making him yelped nervously. Now he's in trouble!
Gallus groaned and grumbled angrily as he followed both Snaptrap and Clawdestroyer. Silverstream looked worry and scared. Heatwave grunted in pain while trying to get up.
Silverstream sighs in sadness, ""Oh Gallus..."
Snaptrap guided and led both Clawdestroyer and Gallus into Azure Phoenix's camp. Azure Phoenix was reading his documents. After finishing reading it, he threw the bamboo documents down on the table.
"I didn't do it! Really! I'm just defending Silverstream because I like her" Gallus protests, explaining his actions. Everyone looked at him oddly. Gallus blushed while quickly adding, "Forget what I've said."
Snaptrap holds up a hoof as he spoke, "I don't care about your relationship. In fact, we're here because you gave me inspiration."
"I did?"
"You have something in your mind?" Azure ask his colleague, arching an eyebrow at this. Snaptrap has a plan, it seem.
Snaptrap smirks as he explains, "Yes, I do, my lord. Thanks to Gallus's action against your nephew's relationship with Silverstream, I have the idea of turning the tide. Until recently, the Dragon Desert Ponies were mortal enemies to each other. "
Azure Phoenix hummed, "You mean to destroy them within?"
"Precisely. I've heard that you and Constantine are old acquaintances."
Clawdestroyer gave a death glare at Snaptrap, demanding, "What are you implying, strategist?"
Azure Phoenix holds off Clawdestroyer as he spoke, "So, you are in need of my assistance for your plan. Very well."
"Excellent." Snaptrap said with a pleased look. This plan will indeed give them the advantage.
"To think you would use my past friendship to our advantage. Sow the seeds of distrust in enemy ranks. You are not to be underestimated."
"Don't worry, my lord. I won't do such a thing. I have the plan. Gallus will be our key to victory."
"Me?!" Gallus yelps in alarm and concern. He hates it when he himself is brought into plans like this.
"I don't know..." Clawdestroyer say, giving a wary look at Gallus. He already cause too much trouble today.
"It will be fine." Snaptrap say with a thoughtful look on his face. "In fact, Gallus, if you do well in this battle, she'll be yours."
Gallus gave some thoughts then spoke, "So, how can I help?"
"Careful of how you use our lord and my apprentice, strategist. I can be quite the temper." Clawdestoyer spoke to Snaptrap sternly. Any mistakes and he will be in serious big trouble.
Snaptrap chuckles, "Everything will be fine. I can assure you."
--------------
On the next day, Constantine and his units was guarding the camp against Azure Phoenix since Justice Tackle and his units are watching out for Axen's Army.
While still guarding the camp, Constantine spotted Azure Phoenix, Bullhound and Snaptrap have arrived at the Dragon Desert Camp.
"Azure?! W-What are you doing here?" Constantine demands, alarmed by his old friend's presence here. Azure could be seriously harmed big time for coming here.
Azure Phoenix smiled, speaking, "It's been too long, old friend. I just came to see how you were."
With his clear throat, Bullhound set the table with seats and tea set. Azure Phoenix took his seat. Still worried and suspicious, Constantine took his seat. Both of them have a chat and drink.
Snaptrap spoke to himself quietly, "All he needs to do is make contact with Constantine. If the rest of them see that, they'll get suspicious. Gallus, we're counting on you."
-------------------------------------------
At Justice Tackle's Camp; Justice Tackle, Mace and Breaker were focusing and keeping their eyes on Axen's movement. The axe warrior hasn't make a move. While they were busy watching out and patrolling, Gallus managed to sneak through enemy camp. He hid behind the tent, nearby to soldiers.
Gallus cleared his throat while deepened his voice, "Hey! You heard the news?! I heard that Constantine has been conspiring with Azure Phoenix since the beginning of the battle. Can you believe that?"
Dragon Desert Raiders upon hearing that gasps in shock and alarm, " What?! That's impossible! It can't be! How could he do this to us?! I thought he and Fire Storm are good friend. Why?! Traitor! He's a traitor!"
Dragon Desert Raiders spread the rumors about Constantine being the traitor. Justice Tackle and his officers are heard and aware of it.
Breaker spoke as he shakes his head in disbelief, "That can't be right. He wouldn't do such a thing, would he?"
"It's hard to tell, though, I have my own suspicious about him being not joining Lord Fire Storm for assassination." Mace said seriously, giving a concerned look. Tha may explains why Constantine chose to stay out of the plan to kill Lord Fire Storm in the first place.
Justice Tackle growled, "Sent some units to find out of what's going on. Bring Constantine to me."
Gallus smirked while chuckling quietly, "Wow. These guys are really dense."
While Dragon Desert Raiders are busy gossiping, Gallus managed to sneak pass through them to the river.
-------------------------------------------
Gallus has arrived and emerged out from the river. He approached to Snaptrap. He reported to him.
"Well done, Commander Gallus. You do have what it takes to be a leader." Snaptrap chuckles in delight. He turn to Constantine, while putting the next part of the plan in motion, "Lord Constantine, your allies distrust you. You have no place to go."
Azure Phoenix feigned a gasp, "Dear me. How could this have happen?"
"W-What?!" Constantine gasps in alarm. How could this happened?! Unless.... "You... You both set me up! You turn me against my allies."
Azure Phoenix sipped his team, asking innocently, "Did we? All I want is to have a chat with you."
"Perhaps, I did." Snaptrap admits with a shrug. "But the fact is, your only choices to join us now, or die."
"Do I have a choice?!" Constantine groans out in  defeat. With his allies now out for his head, what else can he do but deflect for real?
Azure Phoenix smiles, adding in confident, "Serve us, you and your family will be spare, just like how I did with Fire Storm."
"He's alive?! Then, that means-!"
Snaptrap spoke up, "Yes. Justice Tackle actually betrayed his own father. He has no intention of avenging him but conquering the land. He even planned to kill his own father. Can you believe that? Once he did it, you'll be nothing but a lap dog to him."
"Curse that traitor! What kind of son would turn on his own father?!" Constantine growls in anger and disgust. And to think, he has trusted him! "Such disgraceful and dishonourable! He got me into a trouble! Very well. I shall join you now to redeem my mistakes."
"Excellent." Azure chuckles. He turns to Gallus while adding, "You did well, Gallus. As I expected, you indeed have the potential to become the leader as any of my generals."
"Thank you, sir. I am honoured." Gallus sighs as he gave the lord a bow.
The griffin will be glad when this is over.
------------------
At Xuchang Palace, Strikespell was looking through the files and documents, with the help of his mentor - Master Ratio and Twilight. They're making sure that everything is in order. Suddenly, they heard some panting noise. They looked up and found Spike has arrived and entered to the scene. He panted heavily.
"I-I bring news!" Spike exclaimed firmly. He burped out loud, summoning the scroll. He read it out loud, "Lord Azure requested reinforcement and also bring the prisoners. The time of execution of his family is now!"
While both Strikespell and Master Ratio remained firm and serious, Twilight looked worry and scared as she suspected that Azure Phoenix is unable to convince and negotiate with Justice Tackle about his father being alive and demanded him to surrender. As long there's hate in him, he will let his family die. 
---------------------------------------------
Justice Tackle and his units are glaring at Axen's Army, who are still camping and unable to move out, unless they make the move. And to their shock and surprise, Axen Army is making the move. They're heading towards them.
"They're on the move?!" Breaker asked in surprise, "What gives?"
Mace hissed, "I don't know. I don't like where this is going..."
The Dragon Desert Raider have arrived from behind. He kneed down and report, "My lord. We've been betrayed! Lord Constantine! And a few of other officers and warlords have betrayed us!"
"What?! No! How could he?!" Justice Tackle asked in shocked yet anger.
"I don't know, my lord. But there's more!" Dragon Desert Raider reported fearfully. Justice Tackle and his allies looked worry and scared. He continued, "Rumors claimed that y-your father and your family are alive! And they claimed that you betrayed and led the Dragon Desert Raiders to destruction!"
"W-What?! No! This can't be happening! It's not possible!" Justice Tackle protested in shock.
Breaker shook his head, "He's lying! I saw what happen! There is no way Lord Fire Storm could be alive!"
Hearing the horn sounded, Mace turned and looked on the west. He gasped, "I believed we're about to find out."
Justice Tackle and his allies turned to the west, where they found Azure Phoenix, his Imperial Phoenix and the rest of Dragon Desert Raiders turncoats were standing before him. They even found Fire Storm and the rest of his family and loyalists were on the stage. Master Ratio stood on top of it.
"General Fire Storm! General Justice Tackle! You and your accomplices stand accused of the crime of treason! You have betrayed and rebelled against both the Emperor and Prime Minister!" Master Ratio announced firmly and dryly. Justice Tackle couldn't believe in his own eyes. He continued, "Because of your action today, I hereby find you, your family and your accomplices guilty! Firestorm, you and your family are hereby sentenced to death!"
As ordered, Fire Storm and the rest of his family and accomplices were moved out at once. The executioners armed with their scimitars. They're preparing to execute the prisoners.
Fire Storm grunted in anger, "You may have our lives today, but mark my word, your time will come! We will have our revenge on you, Azure Phoenix. The Qin Dynasty will be restored to order! And you will-!"
SLASH! Fire Storm's sentences got cut out as he and the rest of family and loyalists got their heads decapitated. Justice Tackle and his allies gasped in shock.
"FATHER! No!" Justice Tackle screamed as he was about to jump off if not for Breaker and Mace holding him down. He screamed, "Azure Phoenix, I'll make you pay for what you have done!"
"My lord, we have to leave now!" Breaker exclaimed in concern.
Mace nodded, "We don't stand a chance against them now!"
Justice Tackle screamed in anger, "No! Nooooooooo! Nooooooooooo!"
"Dragon Desert Raiders!" Azure Phoenix called out, "Arrest Justice Tackle and his loyalists, and your lives will be spared!"
Fear of death and punishment, some of Dragon Desert Raiders turned and attacked Justice Tackle and his remaining units, who got shocked and surprised by betrayal, fought back while making their escape. After barely fighting their way out from the turncoats, they have arrived to stable. They and their small units mounted on their Dragon Steeds as they're making their escape at once. They also have to fight and defeat both turncoats and Imperial Phoenix Soldiers from getting in their way.
Struggled to fight against the odds, Justice Tackle and his allies have managed yet barely make an escape. They're now heading to the southwest since Dragon Desert has fallen under the control of Azure Phoenix now. The Battle of Yellow Dragon's Gate is over...
---------------------------------------------
After the long battle, Azure Phoenix and his allies were gathered on top of Yellow Dragon's Gate. They were looking on the west, where they see nothing but desert. Most of them were proud and happy of their victory, Azure Phoenix remained silent and emotionless over it.  The Lord of Imperial Phoenix Army has pardoned and spared Constantine and his loyalists for unwittingly joining the rebellion and betraying the kingdoms. They're still in control of the west.
"Dragon Desert now belongs to you, my lord," Snaptrap commented calmly, "Now where will you go from here?"
Spike scoffed, "Probably conquering all the way to west until he catch off Virtue's guard."
“Or even worst.” Gallus remarks dryly in agreement.
“Guys, shhhhh.” Twilight shush the two in concern. No need to get into trouble here!
“Right, no need to get us into trouble.” Nyx whispers in agreement.
"The future is unknown," Azure Phoenix, uncharacteristically, answered calmly.
Everyone was in shock by his answer. Snaptrap asked, "Really? I thought you were a pony of vision."
"I am. I simply realize that things do not always go as planned," Azure Phoenix said calmly, making some unsettling to his army. He continued, "Including the fates of Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger... And indeed my own."
"Lord Azure..." Twilight said in concern.
Azure Phoenix turned and looked at Gallus, "Congratulation, Gallus. You have done well, Commander. Clawdestroyer and I were right. You are indeed have the potential. Keep this up, and you will have what you desire."
Gallus stuttered, "I-I-I thank you, my lord. It is an honor."
Azure Phoenix nodded as he then marched away from his allies. Imperial Phoenix Officers chatted and muttered in concern about him.
"Well, that was something," Spike commented in surprise.
“Yeah, he’s acting a bit out of character than we know of by.” Gallus comments in amazement.
“Perhaps he is changing….perhaps we will reunite with the others sooner.” Twilight spoke in hope.
“Yeeeeah, don’t get your hopes up yet, headmare.”
“Couldn’t help but hope, right?” Nyx ask hopefully to her friend, making him grunt.
"Cousin..." Navy Arrow said in concern. He turned and looked at Snaptrap, "Our lord does seem a little tired. Do you think..."
"No. Let's not think that. I hope it's not coming true..." Snaptrap said calmly.
"Gallus," Silverstream called. Gallus turned and looked at her. She continued while hugging Gallus, "I wanna say I'm sorry."
"For what?" Gallus asked in surprise.
"About what happen yesterday." Silverstream explained as she departed from hugging Gallus, You have to know that Heatwave and I are just buddies, not boyfriend-girlfriend! Don't get some silly ideas. And besides, he's flirty pervert guy, anyway."
Gallus sighed in defeat, "Yeah. I keep forget that. Sorry for starting the fight. Friends?"
Silverstream smiled as she hugged Gallus, "Friends."
---------------------------------------------
After barely escaped the battle alive, Justice Tackle and his allies are camping and resting on the small hill. Most of them were terribly injured and wounded from the battle. They're now resting and sleeping peacefully. Justice Tackle, Breaker and Mace were inside the camp. The leader was holding against the tent's pillars while glaring at it angrily.
"Though we barely escaped Azure Phoenix alive, I came to lose everything," Justice Tackle snarled angrily, "Azure Phoenix, I swear to you... You will come to know my pain."
Justice Tackle roared angrily as he slammed a punch against the pillar. Breaker yelped, "Young master, please calm down! No need to get rile up!"
"Indeed," Mace agreed, "Though we may have lost this battle, we are still alive and are in this together."
Justice Tackle sighed in defeat, "What can be done now?"
"We need help. That is all we can do. South is where we can get more help and reinforcement against the enemies," Mace said firmly.
Breaker nodded, "Yeah. And who knows? We might ally with Virtue Dragon. After all, he is fighting off Azure Phoenix."
"Virtue Dragon...." Justice Tackle said calmly, "I wonder..."
END...
To be Continued...
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Next Chapter 33: The Hardest Path - When the Dragoon Republic Strategists provided the strategies for gaining more territories from the west, Virtue Dragon must make the hardest yet painful choice, involving hurting his own relatives. What can he do? Will Ben and his friends take the dangerous path to save their friends?


	
		Chapter 33: The Hardest Path



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song] 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor. 
Stallion: Through the storm, 
Through the darkness, 
The once peaceful kingdom 
Lost its Love and Harmony 
Turn into grief despair 
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies. 
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land. 
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom. 
Stallion: The destiny is now yours To change its course and fate. 
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose 
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent. 
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart Desires a land of virtue. 
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire. 
Stallion: A hero with great ambition 
Desired a land of power and talents 
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home. 
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs Desired a land of unity. 
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly. 
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends, 
Hope the Peace Returns 
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair. 
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven 
Save us from the Demon God's Hell 
May you guide us to Paradise Land 
Where no blood shall ever shed again 
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma! 
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger, 
You braved to bring us home 
Your deeds will not be Forgotten 
Your Tale becomes Legend 
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History 

--------------------------------------------- 
Chapter 33: The Hardest Path

Virtue Dragon governed the Jing Province, with the help of Skysoar Intellect and Old Pony Pang. They then received the urgent message from Shu Soldier of the West. They then read the message out, finding out that one of his relative, Alchemist Dragon, requested for some help against Azure Phoenix, who has conquered the Dragon Desert from last two years. 
"After the dramatic tension between Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger settled down, Virtue Dragon received a request for reinforcement from Alchemist Dragon of Shu Province." Narrator narrated, "Fearful of Azure Phoenix after conquering the Dragon Desert, he had come to ask his relative for the assistance."  
Skysoar and Old Pony Pang suggested the idea to Virtue Dragon about their plans - pretending to help Alchemist Dragon while gaining a territory and some soldiers, they then will strike him from the back. Thus, allowed them to gain more territories and ready to face off Azure Phoenix and Courage Tiger. 
"Skysoar and Old Pony Pang recommended that they go on the pretense of assisting Alchemist 
Dragon, but then attacked instead. If Virtue Dragon could capture Shu Province, then the land would be divided in three between Azure Phoenix, Courage Tiger and himself. This was the path his land of virtue. This was Skysoar's 'Three Kingdoms' strategy." 
As planned, Virtue Dragon took Old Pony Pang as his strategist, Saber Dragoon and his newly generals 
Veteran Shot and Gutsy are following him as well to the Shu Province. Instead of attacking, Virtue Dragon has ordered his army to stay put while visiting his relative. The last thing he wanted is cause trouble and betraying his own relative. 
"Though he did move to assist Old Pony Pang and others, Virtue Dragon did not attack Alchemist 
Dragon. For within his heart was a virtuous heart that he could not turn against..." 
--------------------------------------------- 
Summer, 180 A.E.,  
Virtue Dragon and his officers including Ben, Sunburst, Starlight, Sandbar, Applejack, Apple Bloom and Phobos have arrived and entered the decorated palace's audience chamber, where they were meeting up with the Lord of Shu Province, Alchemist Dragon. They found a familiar brown Earth Pony, who looked like Ben's biological father worn the Chinese Minister robe, sitting down on his chair. 
"Dad..." Ben said in shock and surprise. 
“Huh, it does look like Jack.” Sunburst comments as he tilt his glasses up a bit. 
“But Jack’s a pirate.” Phobos comments. 
"Ben, remember, that's not your dad," Applejack reminded firmly and softly. 
Ben sighed, "I know. But looking at him, I can't help but think about him." 
"My dear cousin Virtue Dragon," Alchemist Dragon laughed heartily. He stood up from his chair as he approached and greeted Virtue Dragon. He smiled, "It is good to see a relative of mine being alive and here as well. You make quite a good name as well." 
Virtue Dragon smiled a bit, "Thank you, Lord Alchemist. I am honored that you have requested an aid from me." 
"Well, as you can see, my army is not exactly the best and strong to repel him. But you have fought and battled against Azure Phoenix before. So, I thought that you and your brave officers are my only hope to turn the tide and defeat him before he could commence the conquest on my homeland. I will not let that happen while I'm still breathing." 
"Yes. Indeed, I have. I was lucky to have brave and intelligent stallions as these are for defeating and repelling him before he could take us down." 
"Yes. Yes, I have heard. So, will you help us out?" 
"Of course, I will. I will not turn my back on you." 
"That is good to hear. I will lend you a base for operation and camping, so you can make preparation to fight against the invasion." 
"I will do my best, Lord Alchemist." 
"That is all I need to hear. Thank you very much, Lord Virtue. So, shall we have lunch?" 
"Yes. My men and I are starving after long travelling." 
Alchemist Dragon led Virtue Dragon and his warriors into the dinning chamber for lunch. Old Pony Pang looked unsatisfied and disappointed about it due to his lord refused to follow his plan again. Some of his officers looked uneasy and worried about whether their lord wanted to go through his strategist's plan since Alchemist Dragon is his relative. 
--------------------------------------------- 
Few days have passed... 
Virtue Dragon's Force have moved for camping and settling down on new base called 'Wyvern Fort'. Other than preparing to launch the attack, he and his officers helped and treated kindly to the ponies and dragons of Shu, who were indebted, happy and felt safe for his kindness and security. However, Virtue Dragon was indecisive and concern over the idea of betraying and attacking his own kin for conquering the Shu Province, despite the urge of his officers and peasants. 
In his office, Virtue Dragon was discussing with his friends and officers including Old Pony Pang over his indecisiveness. They also received a visit from a young yet sleek greenish dragon with small horns and large gentle wings worn the ministry robe called 'Xan'. 
"So, Mr. Xan of Shu, what brings you here?" Old Pony Pang asked calmly yet casually, "I assumed that you figured out of our plan to conquer and takeover the land?" 
Everyone yelped in shock. Virtue Dragon snapped, "Old Pony Pang! What were you-?!" 
Xan laughed heartily, "Relax, Lord Virtue. He and I were old colleagues. In fact, I'm the one, who suggested the idea to Alchemist Dragon for getting reinforcement from you. And of course, I suggested the idea to turn your back on him too. That makes me guilty as well." 
"What?! Why would you do that?!" Ben asked in shock. 
“Because he’s a jerk.” Phobos remarked dryly. 
“I think there’s more to it than that.” Starlight suggests in worry. And it turns out she is right! 
"Simple," Xan said seriously and dryly, "Alchemist Dragon is completely incapable and indecisive ruler of this land. He's also weak fool as well. And believe me, that stallion has no desire to conquer or fighting back during the Fall of Qin Dynasty. And not to mention, he wasted my talents for nothing, despite I get my own office and titles. And not to mention, most of the officers are pathetic and excusable useless too." 
"That's kinda harsh, you know?" Sandbar asked in concern. 
“Right, even I wouldn’t go that far.” Starlight groans, recalling what she did in the past. 
“And even when mom scolds me, at least she’s gentle about it.” Ben remarks in agreement. 
"That's the reality of what Alchemist Dragon is. How weak and indecisive he truly is," Xan said firmly. He turned and looked at Virtue Dragon, "When I heard the news about a brave heroic warrior from the fallen kingdom of Dragoons has risen and challenged the tyrant, I realized and knew that you are the one, who will bring peace to the land, and also helped our ponies to stand up and not being afraid of danger. I must urge you not to hold back and start invading." 
"Xan, I appreciate your words, but what you asked is treason and dishonorable to my own kin." Virtue 
Dragon said seriously yet angrily, "I will do no such thing!" 
Xan groaned, "You can't be serious. So, you will not make that incapable lord to stand down and abdicated his land to you?!" 
"No, I will not," Virtue Dragon said firmly. 
Ben sighed, "That's the right thing to do, Virtue." 
“Right! It also isn’t so honest. Right, sis?” Apple Bloom ask Applejack sternly. 
“Eyup!” Applejack grunts, she does this whenever she’s ticked off like she did during the Gabby Gums incident.  
"Such virtuous stallion..." Xan commented, "I truly admire that much, my lord." 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "You're being foolish, Lord Virtue. You place too much emphasis on a name. You do realize that the land and blood of Noble House of Dragons are not the same thing. You have to stop closing your mind to that." 
"Wait! What?!" Starlight asked suspiciously. 
"What are you saying?! Close my mind?! Then, help me understand what this road is that I've been following?!" Virtue Dragon demanded as he slammed on the table, "I have always been proud of my connection with the Noble House of Dragons. It has given me courage and purpose. It's what make me today! What road should I take?! A pony with no name has none." 
"What does the name matter?" Old Pony Pang said casually and calmly, "Now listen here. You have before you an even more important road to walk, don't you?" 
"I don't understand..." Ben said in concern. 
“Dude, anyone got any idea?” Sandbar ask in bewilderment. 
“Beats me!” Phobos remarks with a shrug, having no idea either. 
Old Pony Pang sipped his tea a bit before cleared his throat, "Look at the fine warriors and even your own adopted son who have fought by your side. Look at these ponies, who have shared your wandering and your troubles. It's not your name that supported you. It is their strength and loyalty that have kept you on this path, don't you know?" 
Everyone chatted and muttered of what Old Pony Pang has said. Virtue Dragon also gave some thoughts of what he has said. 
"I should know that. They are each like diamond to me especially my friendship," Virtue Dragon said calmly. 
Old Pony Pang nodded, "As you are to them. You shine like a guiding light in all of their hearts. Isn't that enough for you?" 
Virtue Dragon looked uncertain and indecisive yet again as he do believed that his officers are important than just the lost yet defeated name of his Noble House of Dragon. 
"I take that you're willing to fight?" Xan asked sincerely. 
"No, I still don't think I should..." Virtue Dragon said firmly. 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "Oh dear Mystic's Sake! So, you won't consider attacking Benevolent Palace, huh?" 
"I cannot betray Lord Alchemist Dragon," Virtue Dragon said firmly. 
"But, my lord, the people of Shu Province desire your rule." 
"Silence! My army stay puts! That's an order!" 
Xan sighed, "Great. Your lord is sure stubborn." 
"With all due respect, Mr. Xan, my father is benevolent pony. He will never attack his own kin, no matter how tempted he is," Saber said firmly and calmly, "And believe me, you wouldn't want to see him get angry." 
Xan groaned, "Of course, I wouldn't..." 
"I might have the suggestion," Sunburst said, "Instead of attacking him, why don't we negotiate and talk with him? I'd be honor to try and negotiate with him to handover the land to you, and in-return for his safe and security." 
Ben sighed, "That sounds safer and better." 
“Right, as long as we get to talking, less bloodshed will occur.” Sunburst agrees, relieved to hear a plan better than attacking. 
“Makes me wonder why we don’t do it all the time.” Apple Bloom spoke out in concern. 
“Probably because some villains are jerks.” Sandbar remarks with a shrug. 
Xan sighed, "Unlikely. Lord Alchemist Dragon will not be please of it..." 
"It's better than your assault. Do it, Sunburst," Virtue Dragon said firmly and calmly. He turned and glared at Old Pony Pang, "At least, his suggestion doesn't involved of attacking the innocents." 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "Not that I want to argue, but I hope you're right..." 
--------------------------------------------- 
Sunburst and Phobos went to the Benevolent Palace, meeting and negotiating with Alchemist Dragon, with the help of Xan. Three of them were waiting at the audience chamber, waiting for Alchemist Dragon. The Lord of Shu Province emerged and met up with them. They greeted to each other. Sunburst explained the situation and the negotiation involving of surrendering and giving up Shu Province to Virtue Dragon. 
"He want me what?!" Alchemist Dragon asked angrily and shocked, "Outrageous!" 
"Believe it or not, sire, Virtue Dragon has no intention of betraying and attacking you, despite being pressured by his officers. He just wants your land as his territory," Sunburst said calmly and firmly, "Inreturn, you will still manage your home's economy and commerce." 
"Really? How can I be certain that I can trust you?" 
"You have my word, sire. Trust me. It will be fine." 
Alchemist Dragon sighed while his eyes were twitching, "I need some time. Perhaps, I could do it." 
Sunburst gasped, "Really? Thank you! I promise you that everything will be-!" 
POW! Sunburst got his head hit by the glass of wine. Phobos yelped as he was about to scream. He got grabbed and slammed to the ground hard. The Shu Dragon Guards have cuffed both Sunburst and 
Phobos up. Xan remained silent while looked away. Another pony, who looked like Ben's older brother - Golden Sword the blue colored Earth Pony with golden mane, glared and snarled at Sunburst and Phobos. 
"Must you be so rough on them, Young Master Brawl?" Xan asked calmly. 
Brawl snarled, "I knew these ponies can't be trusted. It's better than letting them getting away with it." 
"Indeed. I should have know that Virtue Dragon is nothing but a liar and thief!" Alchemist Dragon said dryly and angrily, "Brawl, prepare the army and defend the Basilisk Fort. They must not breach our fortress. If they do make the move, kill them all. Let none of them escape!" 
Brawl nodded, "With pleasure..." 
"Not if I have anything to say about it," Xan muttered softly. 
--------------------------------------------- 
During nighttime, Brawl has prepared his army to station at Basilisk Fort, keeping their eyes out on Wyvern Fort, where Virtue Dragon's Forces are camping and stationing at. Unknown to them, Xan managed to disguise himself a villager to escape the fortress. He then headed to Wyvern Fort for making report with his allies. They were in shock and fury to find out about it. 
"Sunburst, no!" Starlight exclaimed in concern, "Damn him!" 
"I don't understand. Why would he do that?!" Sandbar asked in concern, "We only negotiating and asking to exchange the land for his safety." 
"Unfortunately, Alchemist Dragon doesn't care." Xan said firmly and seriously, "As I have said before, he's incapable and foolish leader to lead our forces. He can't differentiate between pros and cons of the situation. And of course, he's paranoid." 
"What do we do now?" Apple Bloom asked in concern. 
"We attack," Old Pony Pang said firmly. 
"With all due respect, Old Pony Pang," Ben said seriously, "I don't think that's a good idea. We only gonna provoke and prove them right that we're gonna invade their land. Maybe we should wait until they leave or maybe, attack Azure Phoenix now!" 
"With such limited resources and numbers of soldiers against the angry warlord and his numerous numbers?" Old Pony Pang asked in annoyance. He whacked his magical staff on Ben's head. He exclaimed, "Don't be stupid, Benji Valor Numbskull! That only get you killed when you make a sudden move! They already know of our objective. It is pointless to try to talk with them or even fight against our common enemy. Our only hope is that we fight and takeover Shu Province!" 
"So, we go and attack them?" Applejack asked in concern. 
"Afraid so. I warned you, didn't I?" Xan said seriously. 
"What's done is done," Old Pony Pang said firmly, "Better than letting Virtue Dragon know and worried about it, we should handle the situation by ourselves. Think you can help us out?" 
"Not like we have a choice, do we?" Ben asked in concern. 
"But this isn't right..." Applejack said in concern. 
Saber sighed, "I know. It must be difficult for my father to turn and attack a relative that asked for his help. But this is a necessary step for him to unite the land. By doing so, create the world of virtue." 
Starlight scoffed, "I don't mind it. Attacking my boyfriend when he's just negotiating. That jackass is gonna be sorry for it!" 
"Alchemist Dragon is merely indecisive fool. Both the ponies and even his own warriors are calling for our lord to replace him," Veteran Shot said firmly before sighed, "Why is he the only one who doesn't see it?" 
Old Pony Pang sighed while shaking his head, "He's the pony of virtue. The situation he finds himself is at odds with that virtue. Well, if it's to help him realize his ideals, I supposed we should pitch in and help him." 
Veteran Shot nodded, "Indeed. We simply need to take the castle ourselves. If we do, then surely he will do what is necessary to occupy the Shu Province." 
"For Virtue Dragon... I... fight... Enemy... die..." Gutsy snarled. 
Old Pony Pang smiled, "That's the spirit, Gutsy. But try not to focus on achievements. It's the end of results that counts." He sighed, "This is dangerous terrain to fight on. We could find ourselves in the hooves of enemy traps." 
"It is..." Xan said seriously, "This land is known for its natural defense. The enemy could be anywhere." 
Gutsy groaned, "Understood..." 
"Sandbar... Apple Bloom... I need you to keep Lord Virtue safe and in dark from what we're doing. Better us do the terrible things than he is. After all, the last thing we want is him going wild and angry because Sunburst's failed negotiation." Old Pony Pang said firmly. He turned and looked at Xan, "You sure you have the officers and soldiers ready and willing to defect to us?" 
Xan smiled, "Certainly. All is prepared..." 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "I supposed we should get moving. We're likely to be noticed if we just hang out around here." 
"Basilisk Fort is  a near impregnable fortress. They know we're coming," Xan said seriously. 
Old Pony Pang smiled, "Do not worry, we've got this." 
--------------------------------------------- 
Brawl and his army were stationing at the Basilisk Fortress. They're waiting and standing for battle as they knew that Virtue Dragon will make the move sooner or later. 
The Shu Dragon Guard arrived and reported, "My lord, the enemy has make the move. They're heading to our location!" 
Brawl's eyes narrowed in anger, growling, "So, he finally make a move. Light the signal! Prepare for battle! We shall teach them a lesson for deceiving us and even tried to stealing our land from us!" 
Shu Warriors gave the loud battle cry as they all prepared to charge and engage the enemies at once. They quickly fired the firework cracker, which shot straight to the sky and exploded. This alerted the rest of Shu Warriors as they all armed and readied themselves for the upcoming battle. 
"Make your move, thief..." Brawl mumbles sternly. Only one will get out of this alive.... 
--------------------------------------------- 
Old Pony Pang and their army including Ben and his team are assembling outside of the Wyvern Fort. They're all standing by and waiting to launch the attack. They then spotted the Shu Warriors are charging straight at them. 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "Can't say I'm surprise." 
"They're really mad at us for asking the land to handover to us..." Ben admits in concern. 
"Downright disappointing." Applejack sighs, shaking her head. "And dishonest." 
"It could be worst." Starlight said seriously. 
Xan added, "As I said before, they're paranoid. And now it's the time to remove the problem and replace the true leader." 
Old Pony Pang nodded while continuing, "Indeed. You all know what to do. Split up and take the land. Don't falter." 
Veteran Shot nodded as he spoke, "Pang, I will need you to assist Gutsy. Young master and I will make for Basilisk Fort from the north." 
"Right. We can handle it." Saber said as he bows to Veteran Shot. 
"Me and Starlight will follow Veteran Shot." Applejack said, volunteering herself and Starlight in following Veteran Shot. 
"Yeah. Don't want to see him get hurt during the fight. After all, he's old." Starlight say as she tries her best to hold back a giggle. 
Veteran Shot annoyed scowls, "Who you're calling 'old'?!" 
"Err, no pony. No pony at all!" 
"Best ta be careful what yew say, sugah cube." Applejack spoke to Starlight who is backing away from the same pony she unintentionally annoyed. 
"I'll go with Pang." Ben spoke, volunteering himself to go with Pang. 
Old Pony Pang nodded, responding, "Count on it. Let's do this." 
Gutsy roared, "Fight! Finish everything!" 
Gutsy charged off as he began charging and ramming most of Shu Dragon Guards, followed by striking his claws and swinging his double voulge at most of the enemy troops, causing most of them turned tail and ran for their lives. 
Gutsy laughed playfully as he gave chase after them. Most of Virtue Dragon's Soldiers also joined and followed him to the battlefield as well. 
Veteran Shot rolls his eyes as he say dryly, "There he goes again. He always does that when starting the battlefield. One of these days, he's gonna get himself killed." 
"Well, he's one of the brave ones." Applejack comments with a chuckle. "Arrogant yet brave." 
"And yet he revive each time. Amazing." Starlight spoke out, whistling in amazement. 
Old Pony Pang grunts, "I appreciate his enthusiasm, but Lord Gutsy needs to realize how valuable he is to our cause. Either way, proceed with the mission. We'll take care of Gutsy." 
"Understood." Veteran Shot said with a nod. 
Virtue Dragon's Forces have split into two teams. Veteran Shot took his unit and headed to the north while Old Pony Pang and his forces followed Gutsy, who is leading his unit charging and engaging the enemies fiercely. 
Seeing the enemies have withdrew and entered the garrison, Gutsy and his warriors followed and entered it as well. And just before they could do anything, the garrison's shut the doors tightly. Shu Warriors emerged from their hiding places such as crates, camps and armory. They all charged and engaged Gutsy and his warriors fiercely and determinedly. 
Though Gutsy and his warriors fought bravely, they're outnumbered against the garrison's forces. Luckily, Old Pony Pang and his allies managed to breakthrough the gate and overwhelm the enemy forces. 
Shu Officer grunted in anger, "You were called here to help us fight Azure Phoenix, yet now you turn your blades on us?!" 
Ben hissed, "Look! We're sorry for this! And maybe if you guys just agreed to negotiation, then this wouldn't have had happen especially locking up Sunburst and Phobos!" 
Shu Officer snaps furiously at Ben, "Shut up, Westerner! You have no right to criticize us when you all are thieves!" 
Gutsy roared as he grabbed and teared his head out from Shu Officer's body. 
Ben groaned, "Really, Gutsy? Was that really necessary?" 
Gutsy roared, "For Virtue Dragon... I fight! Kill... enemy!" 
Old Pony Pang sighs, "Why don't you relax a little hmm? Overzealous will just play into enemy's hoof." 
"We're not out of woods yet, boys. More will be standing in our way." Xan said, seeing more enemies in the way still. 
"Agreed. Better get a move on now." 
Ben sighed, "Yeah. If this is the right to do..." 
-------------------- 
Applejack and Starlight accompany Veteran Shot and his units, who are heading to the northern part of 
Basilisk Fort. And so far, they have encountered some small resistance. They repelled them at ease. Both Applejack and Starlight did their best to help and protect the veteran general, making sure he doesn't get himself hurt a lot. 
Veteran Shot groaned and grumbled, "What the hell are you lassies think you're doing?!" 
"What do you think? We're keeping you safe." Starlight insists sternly to the annoyed old pony. 
"Yep! We decided to protect you on this mission and dang nab, we ain't holding back!" Applejack added. 
Veteran Shot screamed in annoyance, "Are you saying I'm too old to do my job?!" 
"Whoa, whoa! We meant no disrespect, sugah cub e! We thought we could give you some help, that's y'all!" 
"Right, calm down!" Starlight exclaims, making an excuse to avoid his wrath. "We just needed to protect you and...." 
Veteran Shot angrily cuts her off, "I don't need your stinking protection, lassies! I can handle it by myself, thank you very much for your little insults." 
Saber sighs as he shakes his head, "Way to go. You just make him angry than before." 
Applejack hissed, "How on earth did Granny able to get along with this guy?" 
"I have no idea. Whether he likes it or not, we can't just let him go off and gets himself killed." Starlight say in worry. Veteran Shot may deny it but he will need help, like it or no. 
"Right. Let's follow and keep him safe." 
Starlight and Applejack did their best to follow and keep an eye on Veteran Shot, making sure he doesn't do anything reckless and dangerous to prove that he's not an old pony. They all have managed to defeat most of Shu Warriors. 
They then arrived at the bamboo forest, where they found a familiar old pony, who looked like Applejack's grandfather worn a greenish and silver armor. 
"Grand Pear?!" Applejack gasps in surprise at this lookalike. 
"Pear?! I don't do Pear! But my name is Yan!" The Grand Pear lookalike known as Old Yan snaps at the intruders sternly. "I will not let any of you go to my kingdom and get it! You'd have to take me down first!" 
Starlight sighed, "Look, Old Yan, how about we try to talk, instead of fighting and getting killed. After all, I wouldn't want you to-?!" 
"Get hurt?! Are you saying I'm too old to handle the situation?! Young lady, didn't anyone teach you to respect the elder?!" 
"Yes, but not if the elders don't respect us back!" 
"Still, we don't wanna fight you." Applejack explains to Old Yan in worry. She wouldn't dare hurt an old pony, even if that said pony is on the other side! 
Old Yan scoffed, "Well, if you won't fight me, then I'll take care of that four eyes bearded pony since he's such a wussy." 
Starlight gasped, "Hey! Nopony call my boyfriend a wussy!" 
"Starlight, no!" Applejack protests but to no prevail. 
Starlight charge straight at Old Yan, who easily evaded her magical blasts before tripped her to the mud. Applejack confront Old Yan as they both prepared to fight. No matter what, she's unable to fight him due to him being reminded of Grand Pear. And just before she could lasso him, Old Yan jumped up and slammed a sledgehammer on her to the ground. 
"Still think I'm too old to handle?" Old Yan spoke out in confidence. He's satisfied that he show these two intruders a thing or two. 
"Owie! Why didn't I listen?!" Starlight groans out as she feels her lumps. 
"I know, but it looks like we're going to be beaten down by a lookalike of Grand Pear." Applejack groans out. "What a humiliation!" 
“Hey, Old Yan, pick somepony on your age!" A familiar voice demanded. Old Yan looks up to see the one who snapped, Veteran Shot, coming up and with a weapon at the ready. 
"Oh! A warrior at my age. I would like to see you try and get me, old pony!" Old Yan crows out eagerly. 
Maybe this intruder will give him a better challenge!"
"Bring it on, you stinking old pony! I ain't afraid of you!" 
Veteran Shot and Old Yan screamed wildly as they both charged and swung their weapons at each other fiercely and swiftly for few times. Veteran Shot grunted in pain as he turned and trotted off at once. Old Yan gave chase after him.  
Sensing his opponent getting close to him, Veteran Shot jumped over while shooting out his arrow at Old Yan, who rolled over and evaded three to ten arrows. He then threw knives at the former, who firmly and strongly deflect the attacks. They both charged and engaged another fierce duel for ten rounds. They then clashed for the moment while pushing and ramming at each other. 
"Well, looks like we may be wrong." Applejack comments as she and Starlight watch the battle. "I done guess these two don't need protection." 
"They can handle themselves all right." Starlight admits in amazement. 
Veteran Shot got thrown at the bamboo. Old Yan jumped and swung his sledgehammer on him but missed and hit the bamboo instead, which shot some water at his face. Old Yan yelped and coughed a bit before swung to the ground. And just before he could do anything, Veteran Shot armed and aimed his bow and arrow at him. 
Old Yan grunted, "I've lost. So, finish me. This old pony has no use to anyone." 
Veteran Shot scoffed, "I don't think so." He held his hoof out, much to Old Yan's surprise. "No one especially old pony like us is useless. In fact, my lord Virtue Dragon has never doubted my skills and loyalty to him. Your lord doesn't and is incompetent to respect you. Join me, and together we can defend our home and build the land of benevolence." 
"The Land of Benevolence?" Old Yan sighed. He grabbed and held Veteran Shot's hoof to get up. 
"Alright, I'm in. Since your lord got ambition than mine." 
"Okay, I'm impressed." Starlight comments with a smile. 
Applejack spoke up, head lowered while her ears folded back in shame, "Veteran Shot, sorry for not letting you do what you're good at." 
"Yeah. And to be honest, we're just worried because-!" 
"Old?" Veteran Shot laughed amusingly. "Lassie, has anyone told you that just because you're old, doesn't mean you're useless?" 
"One time, when Applejack was turned into an old mare." Starlight comments with a smirk, much to Applejack's embarrassment. 
"Come on, it was an accident and you know it." Applejack protests to Starlight. She wish that she never bought that story up to be begin with. 
Veteran Shot chuckles once more, "Glad you learned your lesson. Besides, I'm not gonna retire because I still got some fighting spirit left in me. I'm gonna keep on fighting till the end." 
"Glad to hear it." 
"Right, we need someone like you around." Starlight explains with a smile. As long as Veteran Shot is stil fighting, he ain't going to retire just yet. 
"Come, lads and lassies, we have a fort to take down!" Veteran Shot orders. Time to get back to what they were truly doing. 
------------ 
Inside the bed chamber, Virtue Dragon was lying down on Tigress's lap. He was still in dilemma about getting Shu Province from his relative. 
Tigress finally decides at this time to speak, "You're awfully been quiet, Lord Virtue. Is there some wrong?" 
Virtue Dragon sighs as he respond, "It's nothing serious." 
"Come on, don't lie to me." 
Virtue Dragon sighed, "My own officers pleaded and begged me to attack and conquer the Land of Shu. But the problem is that this land was ruled by one of my relatives. I cannot simply just go and conquer it, unless he's the enemy and not one of my family." 
"I see. But maybe they're right." Tigress spoke up thoughtfully, to his disbelief. 
Virtue Dragon scolded, "My lady!" 
"Hey, hear me out. From what I've seen and heard from the Shu Province and other lands, most of the soldiers and ponies aren't happy with Alchemist Dragon's government. He may have ruled the land peacefully, but how long will he able to withstand against the conquerors." 
"That's why he asked for help. I assist him at once." 
"That maybe so, but you're missing the point. The more he depend, the more he himself proved that he's not quite the good and strong leader that ponies need." Tigress explains seriously. "That will cause them to yearn and demanded to be conquered than serving him because he's not doing anything at all." "Lady Tigress..." Virtue Dragon spoke in concern. 
"That's why your officers and these ponies of Shu wanted you to take over their land because they believed in you for showing kindness and strength. They wanted a strong and noble leader, who not only must defend the home but unite the land into one and protect them with might. You are the one." 
"I see. I'd never thought of it. Thank you, my lady. Talking with you does calm me down." 
Tigress giggled as she gave Virtue Dragon a kiss, "I am your wife, silly. That's she must do. Shall we have the moment?" 
"Later. We should check on Sunburst and others. They should have reported back by now." Virtue Dragon suggests in concern. He better check on the mentioned ones. 
Virtue Dragon and Tigress marched out from the bed chamber, they found Sandbar and Apple Bloom were chatting and muttered in concern about their friends. 
"Sandbar! Apple Bloom! Have you see others?" Virtue Dragon orders to the two quickly. 
"Err, since last month?" Sandbar ask nervously to Virtue Dragon. 
"What others?" Apple Bloom ask with an innocent smile. 
"Hmm... Tell me the truth now. What happen?" Virtue Dragon demands, narrowing his eyes. This sounded like a lie, they better explain! 
"Uh oh. I think my sister's gonna kill me for this." 
---------------- 
Old Pony Pang and his units marched down the long road, which could led them straight to southern part of Basilisk Fort. Instead, they found a destroyed bridge before them. 
Old Pony Pang groans out in disbelief, "Well, well, this is a pain of the neck." 
"Appears the enemy doesn't want us to go further." Gutsy spoke out suspiciously. 
"Or probably trying to lure us into a trap no doubt." Ben said seriously, suspecting a trap when he sees it. 
"There is no point going this way. We must find another path." Xan groans out with a sigh. 
Old Pony Pang nodded as he and his army backed away from the damaged bridge. They turned and marched out at once. After an hour of travelling across bamboo forest, they eventually came across to the valley. 
Gutsy marched out at once, leading the large army, followed by Old Pony Pang, Ben and Xan. Suddenly, a rockslide dropped and blocked their way in, alerting Gutsy and his units to turn back and breaking down the rocks. 
"What was that?!" Ben demanded in alarm. 
And just before Old Pony Pang could answer, a stray arrow struck on his chest, causing him to fall down from his Dragon Steed. This shocked and scared the rest of his units. More arrows were released and hailed upon them. Most of the soldiers got shot and killed, some were injured. 
Xan grunted, "An ambush! Quick! Pull back!" 
As ordered, the rear units quickly moved back at once and hid behind the rocks. An armored and muscular who looked like Bulk Biceps and his units of archers emerged from the hills. 
The new comer known as Hailfire laughs madly, "YEAH! We got Virtue Dragon! Got nowhere to run now!" 
"Bulk Biceps?!" Ben yelps as he recognizes this lookalike of the white muscular Pegasus from back home. 
"That ain't my name. The name's Hailfire! And I hailed lots of arrows on you and your Lord Virtue for good!" 
"You idiot! That is not Lord Virtue Dragon! It's Old Pony Pang!" Xan snaps angrily at Hailfire. 
"What?! That wasn't Virtue Dragon?" Hailfire yelps in alarm as he took a closer look. He groans in embarrassment by his mistake, "Ugh! And it was such a good shot! No way we'd let you get off! Fire!" 
As ordered, Shu Archers continued firing their arrows at the rear units, who are hiding behind the large border. 
"Are you alright?! You've been shot!" Xan exclaims to Old Pony Pang, checking him to see how badly the shot was. 
Old Pony Pang chuckles in defiance, "It's just a scratch. Nothing to worry about. Anyway, I can't die until Virtue Dragon's dream is realized." 
"Well, I'm going in. I'll take care of him." Ben insists, steeping in. No one hits a friend on his watch, even if the attacker looks like a pal of his. 
"Watch yourself. Hailfire may have been idiot, but he's strong. Weakness is give him a big headache." Xan suggests to Ben in precaution. 
"Thanks." 
Ben summoned his Hylian Shield for protection as he marched forward against the large army of archers. And so far, they haven't hit him. 
"Give it up! You can't win! You lose!" Hailfire exclaims in arrogance. 
Ben grunted, "No way I can reach them.” He then have a thought. "Maybe..." 
Ben summoned and thrown his Gale Boomerang out. Hailfire and his archers yelped in surprise, dodging down from the attack. 
"Ha! You miss!" Hailfire laughs madly once more. 
Ben smirks as he laughs right back, "No, I didn't!" 
As expected, The Gale Boomerang spun and turned its direction back at Hailfire, hitting back of his head. The muscular warrior yelled and screamed in pain while rubbing his head hard. 
Ben quickly summoned his Megaton Hammer and hammered on the ground, causing the earthquake to shook and trip the archers down. He armed and aimed his weapon at them. They all panicked and screamed for mercy. 
The rockslide boulders broke and tumbled down to pieces. Gutsy and his main army have arrived to their aid. 
"You... Alright?" Gutsy ask Ben, seeing if the trio are all right. 
"Yeah, I am. Pang, you okay?" Ben asks Old Pony Pang in concern. 
Old Pony Pang grunted from feeling the arrow shot, "Don't worry. I'm alright. Let's keep moving. We have mission to complete." 
"Agreed. No doubt Brawl will double his defense against us. It will be difficult battle." Xan sighs in concern. 
The upcoming battle is going to be a difficult one indeed! 
--------- 
After travelling and passing through the mazes of bamboo forest and terrains, Old Pony Pang and his units have managed to arrive at their destination - Basilisk Fort's Southern Gate. While they were still hiding behind the bushes, they observed and analyzed the situation. It was heavily guarded by Alchemist Dragon's forces. And at the same time, Ben spotted the sparkling light on the far north, Ben believed that his friends have made it through the northern terrain, and waiting to strike. 
"They're here. So, what's next?" Ben asked in concern. 
Old Pony Pang hummed calmly while looking at the battlefield, "To ensure the success of his plan, we need to draw out the enemies in front of the castle." He sighed, "But there are a few more of them than I thought. I don't like the idea of going up against them alone." 
The Dragon Guard approached and reported, "My lord, I bring news! Lord Skysoar has sent Lord 
Warpath and Lord Dragonspear as reinforcement." 
As expected, both Warpath and Dragonspear have arrived at the battlefield, and bringing along are 5,000 soldiers. They all bowed and greeted humbly to Old Pony Pang. 
Old Pony Pang hummed amusingly, "You came just as the right time. Looks like great minds think alike." 
"This battle cannot be avoided if my lord is to achieve his goal. I will do what needs to be done," Dragonspear said firmly yet guilty. 
Warpath sighed, "Our brother is a kind man, and as such has his weaknesses. It's our job to be his strength." 
"In that case, let's draw the enemies out," Old Pony Pang said firmly, "Once we got all enemies away from the castle, then Lord Veteran Shot can launch the ambush. Let's do it, then." 
As ordered, Old Pony Pang's Army and the reinforcement charged and attacked the castle walls, alerting the defenders to retaliate and fight back. Unfortunately for them, they're unable to hold and push Virtue Dragon's forces back as they have proven themselves strong and powerful for them to handle. This has forced Brawl sent most of his troops from northern gate to reinforcement to the south. Despite heavily outnumbered, Old Pony Pang and his units managed to fight back and defeated most of the troops. Ben, Dragonspear, Warpath and Gutsy charged and pushed the enemies back while defending their allied troops. Old Pony Pang and Xan did their best to shoot the enemies down from the castle walls, with the help of magical spells. 
Seeing the northern gate has less enemy troops, Veteran Shot gave the loud battle cry as he led his unit to charge and engage the enemies at once. This scared the defenders off, thus allowing them to breach the northern gate at ease. This shocked and scared most of the soldiers to abandon the fight and flee the castle walls. Old Pony Pang and his units charged and breached the southern gate, entering the castle. They and Veteran Shot's units surrounded Brawl and his remaining loyalists. 
Brawl snarled, "You treacherous thieves! This is how you repaid my father?!" 
“Look, we done sorry about this, we really do.” Applejack pleads to Brawl. “But this has gone beyond talks now!” 
“Right, give up so we can end this with less bloodshed.” Ben pleads to Brawl seriously. 
"Never! I will never surrender to thieves especially filthy westerners!" Brawl snapped in anger. 
Brawl screamed in anger as he charged and attacked Ben, who struggled to fight back due to the former reminded him too much of his older half-brother. The Prince of Shu Province slammed and swung his sword at Ben off. Just before he could finish Twilight's boyfriend off, Saber rammed and slammed Brawl off. Both of them fought and battled with each other fiercely. The adopted son of Virtue Dragon has easily evaded and dodged the attacks before punched and knocked him down for few times. Recovered from the surprise attack, Brawl was about to grab the sword but moved aside. 
"Surrender now, Brawl. You've lost," Saber said firmly. 
"Never! You'll regret for what you have done!" Brawl snarled, "The fortress has fallen! Retreat to Benevolent Castle!" 
As ordered, the soldiers approached and stayed close to Brawl as they all performed the teleportation spell to escape the battlefield. Seeing the enemies fled, they all cheered out wildly and happily as they have won the battle. 
"Thanks, Saber." Ben thanked in relief. 
Saber smiled as he helped Ben to get up, "No worries. What friends for." 
Old Pony Pang sighed in relief, "Well, well... That was tougher than I thought. We're close to conquer the Shu Province." 
"Yeah, sure... It is..." Ben said in guilt. 
Applejack sighed, "Ben, you know that's not really Golden Sword." 
"I know. It still feels hurts of what we did," Ben said in concern. 
"Advisor Pang!" The loud familiar angry voice shouted, alerting Ben and his friends. They turned to their back as they found Virtue Dragon, Tigress, Sandbar, Apple Bloom and the rest of soldiers have arrived. Climbing down from his dragon steed, Virtue Dragon approached to Old Pony Pang, "What have you done?! I thought I told you not to mobilize!" 
And just before anyone could explain, Virtue Dragon and his forces looked up and found peasants of Basilisk Fort and other territories emerged from their homes. They then approached to them. Virtue 
Dragon sighed in annoyance and concern as he approached to peasants. And just before he could explain, the peasants thanked him happily and even cheered for him to come and accepted to be their new leader. Virtue Dragon was in shock and surprised by their reaction. 
"I... I don't understand..." Virtue Dragon said in concern and shock. 
"Is it obvious?" Old Pony Pang asked playfully, "These ponies are happy for you to be their new leader." 
Tigress nodded in understanding, "See what I mean, my lord? I told you that if Alchemist Dragon doesn't do anything right now or even make his own stand and save the land, he'll lose supports. Now, they chose you." 
"Well, that makes sense..." Starlight said in surprise, "I mean Alchemist Dragon doesn't do anything to fight off Azure Phoenix and his forces, instead relying on others to do his dirty work." 
“Right, still feels wrong though.” Applejack mumbles, shaking her head in sadness. 
“Don’t feel sorry for him. He got what’s coming to him for what he did to Sunburst and Phobos!” 
"I... I don't believe it..." Virtue Dragon said in surprise, "I'm still not sure if this is the right way, and I might hurt my relatives. But now I know what we must do. We will do my best to lead and protect you, my ponies as your protector." 
The ponies and soldiers cheered wildly and happily for Virtue Dragon's accepting to become their leader. While everyone is celebrating for him being their leader, Old Pony Pang yelped in pain as he fell his knee to the ground hard, alerting everyone of him. 
"Pang!" Virtue Dragon cried in concern, "What happen?!" 
Old Pony Pang coughed some blood out while holding tight his wound on chest, "Looks like I misread the remainder of my life." 
"Damn it! This is all my fault!" Xan exclaimed in shame, "I should dissuade you to continue, and let me heal you! We should retreat for your recovery." 
"And delay the battlefield?" Old Pony Pang asked painfully and weakly, "That might not be best idea. Because if we delay, Alchemist Dragon will finish us off before we could advance. It's better that I take the risk than safety..." 
"Damn it, Pang! Why must you be stubborn to accomplish your mission?!" Virtue Dragon exclaimed sadly yet painfully. 
“He’s like Applejack! Once she’s determined to do something, she won’t stop until she succeeds or drop down!” Ben complains. “Uh, no offense, AJ.” 
“None taken.” Applejack grunts, feeling a bit embarrassed at her own stubborn nature. 
Old Pony Pang sighed weakly, "My lord, let me take this chance to speak. There are times, when it can be best to hide your true face. No matter what happens, you must keeping showing the ponies a benevolent visage." 
Hurt and sad to see him dying, Virtue Dragon sighed, "Enough. I understand. Say no more..." 
Old Pony Pang turned and looked at Ben, "As for you, I know you want to save your friends so badly. But sometimes, there are somethings are much more important than friendship. And as such, you must put your personal feelings aside to fight and protect your home, your ponies and even doing the right thing, or else you lose everything and everyone. You must make a sacrifice and let go of your feelings to achieve your goal. I know it's too much to ask. But... Promise me that you'll not lose sight of what's important especially not letting your feelings for Twilight to interfere. She and her friends may not want to come back." 
“Yeah, with all due respect, I doubt that’s going to happen.” Starlight said, knowing that Ben is determined to get Twilight back, no matter what the feelings. 
Ben hissed, "I can't... I loved her too much. But I promised that I will be here to help my friends. And I can and will save Twilight and others. I won't give up on them..." 
“Right, neither will we, sugah cube.” Applejack spoke in agreement. 
“And I can’t let go of my feelings! Feelings is what works!” 
Old Pony Pang sighed, "Stubborn as always. That's what makes Skysoar worried of you the most. But... I hope you're right. This is... my final lecture..." He turned and looked at Virtue Dragon, "Fly high... my lord... to the top..." 
And just before anyone could say anything, Old Pony Pang slowly fainted and fell back on the ground as he gave the last breathe. Everyone shouted and cried tearfully for his death. He barely joined and served the army for five years only. He's gone now... 
END... 
To be Continued...
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Next Chapter 34: Towards the Justice - Virtue Dragon's Forces are close to the Benevolent Palace, ready to conquer it. However, they're now facing a powerful warrior, who is standing between them and their cause. Will they able to overcome it and convince Alchemist Dragon and his forces to stand down?


	
		Chapter 34: Towards the Justice



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 34: Towards the Justice

A week has passed, Virtue Dragon and his army attended to Old Pony Pang's funeral. The peasants approached and offered their foods and drinks to honor the fallen strategist. While dilemma of invading and conquering the Benevolent Palace, Virtue Dragon can't ignore what has happened especially if it's Old Pony Pang's death and ponies desired his rule. After the moment of thinking, he has decided to launch full-scale invasion on Shu Province at once. They all charged to the battlefield, and engaging the defenders.
"Though Old Pony Pang was lost, cheers of joy from Virtue Dragon's army and his peasants followers flooded Basilisk Fort. Virtue Dragon could not help but think that this was not the right path." Narrator narrated, "But to avenge Old Pony Pang's death and to answer the fervent answer desires of ponies of Shu Province, Virtue Dragon advanced his army on the Shu Province  capital of Benevolence Palace. For he had finally made up his mind to attack Alchemist Dragon."
Receiving the news of his friend's death, Skysoar led the reinforcement in assisting and helping Virtue Dragon to push forward while conquering most of fortresses and bases. He is determined to fulfill his deceased ally's dream.
"Meanwhile, hearing of Old Pony Pang's death, Skysoar Intellect left Blade Dragoon in charge of Jing, and set out to join the battle. He joined up with Virtue Dragon, and together they looked swiftly capture Benevolence Palace. Driven by the lost dreams of his fallen friend and ally, the Dragon would soar over the hills of Shu, where the feathers of the Phoenix lay scattered in the wind..."
---------------------------------------------
After Skysoar and his forces have arrived and joined up with Virtue Dragon and his forces, all of them were at the war council chamber for discussing and planning a strategy to conquer the Benevolence Palace. They were all chatted and discussed of how they would be able to conquer the land without bloodshed.
"If we can secure Benevolent Palace, Shu Province will be ours. Lord Virtue will finally have a country on his own." Skysoar said calmly and firmly, "And with the land divided in three, then..." 
"So, we can launch the attack and defeat Azure Phoenix?" Virtue Dragon asked.
“That is what you got in case, right?” Tigress ask, arching an eyebrow3 at this.
"Indeed..."  Sksysoar nodded firmly, "However, the road will be difficult and danger. It's not only Azure Phoenix we should be weary of."
"What? What are you saying?" Tigress asked angrily and suspiciously, "Are you talking about my brother?!"
Skysoar nodded his head, "Yes. I hope they would maintain our alliance until we defeat Azure Phoenix."
"Yeah, well, patient isn't what my brother's good at, unless you did exactly what you've promised to him," Tigress commented dryly, "Returning Jing to him."
“Otherwise, we’re in big trouble.” Virtue Dragon remarks with a nod.
"No, we need it for invasion. I am confident that your kingdom will be fine without it," Skysoar said firmly, "I assure you that we will return the Jing when our mission is complete."
"Hello! Should we focus on battle?" Warpath asked impatiently.
Dragonspear nodded, "Indeed. It seems that Lord Alchemist Dragon refused to surrender. He would rather fight than surrendering to us."
Skysoar sighed, "I know waging this battle violates the principles of justice and honor. But we need Shu Province." Levitating his war fan, he moved some chess pieces towards the enemy fortress on battlefield map, "We begin marching towards the targets. As Mr. Xan has informed me that some of officers and soldiers wished to surrender and defect to us."
Xan nodded, "Indeed. Lord Virtue Dragon's virtue is known to ponies of the land. They would welcome his rule."
Remembering his fallen friend, Virtue Dragon sighed, "Pang's devotion showed me the truth. I have not doubts about this battle. We must end it as soon as possible. Instead of battling and attacking them, try and convince the warriors to join us. Rally the peasants. If they refused, we have no choice."
“Are you crazy?!” Tigress yells out in alarm. “We can’t go attacking peasants.”
“Right, we would be no better than the ones who did before.” Dragonspear admits seriously.
"I'm afraid there is no other way," Skysoar said calmly, "But I am certain that ponies will not fight and welcome us in. Use our lord's banners. It will help us convince the peasants to let us without spilling bloodshed."
“Well, that could work.”
“At least unless there are violent ones who don’t like our lord.” Tigress suggests worried.”
“We will used what’s works.” Skysoar explains calmly.
"Then, it is settle. All forces, advance!" Virtue Dragon ordered firmly.
---------------------------------------------
As ordered, the army of Virtue Dragon's marched out and engaged the enemies head of, with Virtue Dragon and Skysoar leading them from behind. They have easily overpowered and defeated the enemies, as well as conquered most of fortresses, armories and supply bases. As instructed, they used the banners of Virtue Dragon to convince and insisted the officers and soldiers to surrender, as well as rallying the peasants behind him. 
They have arrived on another fortress, when they confronted a Griffin Minister, who is outside and guarding his area With his soldiers standing besides him, they're all readied for the fight.
"Out invaders! Benevolent Palace is our land!" Griffon Minister snapped in anger.
"Under Alchemist Dragon's rule, Shu Province will wither and die. Lord Virtue's wisdom sorely needed." Skysoar spoke out, "You can fight on if you like, but it is pointless. Under its current rule, Shu Province will be doomed."
“Right, so I would give up if I were you.” Virtue Dragon explains seriously. “This won’t end well.”
“Either way, we win.”
"Even so, I cannot turn my back on my lord!" Griffon Minister protested.
And just before anyone could do anything, Virtue Dragon put his twin swords down as he approached to Griffon Minister. He bowed to the ground humbly shocking everyone of what they just saw.
"Minister, I understand your devotion. I have no intention of harming the innocents nor would I challenge Alchemist Dragon," Virtue Dragon said humbly, "However, as long as there is chaos, I cannot stand idly by and watch ponies suffered. But if I won't do it, then who will? Who will Azure Phoenix?"
Griffon Minister was in shocked and surprised by Virtue Dragon's wisdom. He gave some thoughts of what he has said. He took out his sword, alerting both sides of the army readying with their weapons for a fight. Instead of engaging, he placed the sword down. He bowed humbly before Virtue Dragon.
"My lord, you are truly benevolent warlord. I shall surrender to you for my griffons," Griffon Minister declared.
Virtue Dragon smiled in relief as he helped and raised minister to stand up, "Thank you..."
Seeing Virtue Dragon and Griffon Minister shook hoof and claws, the soldiers and peasants gave the loud and happy cheers for them.
“And so, it looks like the battle has won.” Virtue Dragon comments in observation.
"Let us hope everything will be fine..." Skysoar said firmly.
---------------------------------------------
At the Benevolent Palace, Alchemist Dragon and his son Brawl received the news from the battlefield. They and their loyal ministers and officers couldn't believe in their ears that their own soldiers and peasants have turned on them. Sunburst and Phobos were there as well. They were tied to the chains against the pillar.
"T-This can't be happening! We're losing to them!" Alchemist Dragon snapped in frustration, "Why has my own people joined the enemy?! Do they wanted to be invaded and subjugated by them?!"
Phobos groaned, "Obviously, you're a terrible leader. As in, a big fat loser!"
"What was that?!" Brawl demanded angrily.
Sunburst yelped, "He means to say that if you had just agree to our negotiation, we wouldn't be in this mess in the first place. And not to mention, you guys could have keep your positions. Perhaps, this is the time for your guys to surrender?"
"I'm cute and fluffy!" Phobos cheered.
Brawl snarled, "Never! We'll never surrender to them!"
"B-But what if they're right? Have I made the wrong decision?" Alchemist Dragon asked in concern, "I shouldn't have done so rashly in the first place."
"It's not too late to stop this. Please, surrender now," Sunburst pleaded.
"My lord, wait!" The dragon officer spoke, "I might have the idea. An idea that will bring salvation to us and destroy the enemies. With his help from the north, we can take our enemies down for good..."
Knowing what his officer has suggested, Brawl nodded, "Father, please! Summon him here. It's time we destroy them. He's our only hope."
As ministers and officers chatted and insisted, Alchemist Dragon sighed in defeat, "Very well. Get him here. We need his help..."
---------------------------------------------
After conquering most of the bases and fortress, and even gathering and recruiting the peasants and soldiers on their sides; Virtue Dragon and his forces marched and headed to the Ghidorah Fortress, where they make the camp and also preparing to launch the attack on Benevolence Palace. Xan, Veteran Shot and Gutsy continued marching to the south, convincing and turning peasants to join their sides while Starlight, Applejack and Dragonspear continued fighting and defeating the enemies. Virtue Dragon and the rest of his allies are inside the war council chamber for planning the strategy.
"We're almost there..." Saber said in relief.
"Yeah. Can't believe it," Sandbar said in surprise, "Its been almost two years. And those guys still want to fight."
“It’s like we have been doing this whole thing for a long time. And don’t ask me why I said that.”
“Yeah, I won’t.”
"Well, we just have to push harder. No way that Alchemist Dragon gonna win. The people of Shu Province are on our side," Warpath said firmly and proudly, "He's finished."
"Warpath is right. If we give one more push, they should be surrendering to us," Skysoar said firmly and calmly.
"Report!" The Dragon Guard exclaimed in concern as he arrived and entered the chamber. He bowed and reported, "Enemy reinforcement has arrived. They were led by Justice Tackle! He's coming from the north. Heading straight towards us!"
Everyone gasped in shock and concern. Apple Bloom asked, "Justice Tackle? Who the hay is he?"
"Justice Tackle is the mightiest Dragon Raider from the Dragon Desert," Saber explained, "I heard that he was notorious criminal and murderer for abandoning his own father and slaughtering the innocents for so-called 'revenge' against Azure Phoenix. He's nasty criminal."
“Well, he can’t be all bad, right?”
“He can be bad if he wants to be, Apple Bloom.” 
"That doesn't seem to be adding up," Sandbar said in concern.
"And after he was defeated, he is now working for another religious sect." Skysoar added firmly, "And now he's on the way here to assist Alchemist Dragon. It will be difficult for us to beat him and get to the palace."
Warpath scoffed arrogantly, "Not if I have anything to say about it..."


---------------------------------------------
Virtue Dragon and his allies have gathered at the walls of Ghidorah Fortress, where they found the large army of 30,000 soldiers were led by Justice Tackle and Breaker.
"Wow. Never thought that we'd see him here." Ben spoke upon glancing at Justice Tackle.
"Why? Were you expecting somepony else?" Virtue Dragon ask Ben with a skeptic arch.
"No, just wasn't expecting him."
Warpath scoffed arrogantly, "He doesn't look so tough."
Virtue Dragon on the other hoof spoke in precaution, "Warpath, do not underestimate the enemy. He's much stronger and powerful than you realize."
Skysoar nodded as he confirms, "Indeed. He did challenge and fight Azure Phoenix's Hound - Bullhound, knowing that he does not stand a chance."
"What? You'd think I'll lose to him?" Warpath demands as if his pride is being insulted here.
"No. All I ask is that you should be careful. Good luck." Virtue Dragon warns precautiously to his ally.
Warpath scoffed, "Luck? All I need is the big jar of apple cider. It does make me strong and powerful.
Apple Bloom groaned, "Haven't forgotten how crazy you are over a drink."
"He is like a male big version of Rainbow Dash." Ben remarks with an annoyed sigh.
"Only more arrogant."
Warpath led his small units out of the castle walls. They're now confronting Justice Tackle and his units.
Justice Tackle chuckles in amusement, "So, you have finally show your faces? I was wondering of how on The Land of Ma's name can I make you come out.
Warpath snaps angrily, "Hey, kid! Has anyone told you about me? What I did at Changban Bridge? You'd think you can take me down?
"Please. That is nothing. I have fought tougher and strong warrior than you are!"
Warpath smirked while boasting, "Want a bet."
"Bring it on." Justice Tackles taunts in determination. This pony is going down!
Both Warpath and Justice Tackle mounted up their dragon steeds. They both charged at once straight at each other. They swung and clashed their spears at first strike before passing them by. They go around and make two to six clashes. At the seventh clash, they began swinging and striking their spears at each other wildly and firmly for few times. And at the same time, their own soldiers cheered out wildly and proudly for their own generals to win the duel.
Sandbar whistles in amazement, "Wow. Gotta admit it. That's some fighting."
"Eeyup. Who will win, that's the question." Apple Bloom comments in amazement.
"I'm more worried if they killed each other."
"Who knows at this point?" Ben comments to the two foals as he kept on watching.
Saber admits, "Well, Justice Tackle is supposed to be courageous and bravest warrior, especially riding a dragon steed, among the Dragon Raider. Don't wanna mess with 
him."
"No kidding. Last time I rode a dragon ride to challenge him. He make me look like an amateur."
"I still don't get one thing. For someone like him being courageous and heroic, why would he turn on his own father in the first place?"
"Yeah. That's a good question."
Sandbar looks thoughtfully as he explains, "Smolder said that Justice Tackle is avenging his father after Azure Phoenix executed him. Maybe that's the reason that he became a criminal?"
Saber shakes his head while countering, "No. Justice Tackle rebelled first before his father got executed. I'd say it's upside down."
"I'm confused. Is he supposed to be a good guy or bad guy?" Apple Bloom ask in confusion by this.
"That's a good question." Sandbar admits. He wishes he got an answer to that one.
Warpath and Justice Tackle continued swinging and striking their spears at each other wildly and fiercely for few times. They then clashed for the moment.
"Your lord talks of benevolence, and yet brings the destruction! It's unforgivable!" Justice Tackles roars out in fury at his opponent.
"Look who's talking, jerk! You talk about justice, and yet when you rebel against Azure Phoenix, you've abandon and let your pops died. Not to mention, you kill those poor ponies!" Warpath exclaims furiously towards his enemy right back.
"No! I'd never meant to let my father died! I was told that he was executed, so I set out for revenge! But he tricked me and framed me!"
"Yeah. Not falling for it, jerkass!"
"Like how you and your lord invade Benevolence Palace?! Then, you're no different from Azure Phoenix!" Justice Tackle snaps in defiance to Warpath. As you expected, that pisses him off more.
"I'm gonna make you eat some dust, asshole!" Warpath exclaims in rage.
Departed from the clash, both Warpath and Justice Tackle swung their spears at each other fiercely for ten rounds. The brute warrior thrust his spear at the young warrior, who dodged his head down while kicked the spear off and then him away from him. Justice Tackle began swinging and striking his spear at Warpath, who blocked and deflected the attacks firmly and seriously. He then swung a punch at him. He nearly fell off from his steed, but thanks to his spear tipping and holding on the ground, allowing him to kick his face. This annoyed and angered Warpath to grabbed and punched at Justice Tackle's face for few times until the latter gave a headbutt against him.
Both Warpath and Justice Tackle continued swinging and striking their spears at each other while trotting and riding their dragon steeds around for few rounds in dueling circle. Their own armies cheered out for their generals to win.
"Wow, looks like anything can go here!" Apple Bloom cheers out wildly as she bounces up and down.
"Yeah, anything which is better than this." Ben mumbles in concern.
Justice Tackle roared out loud as he nudged his dragon steed to jump over Warpath. He then thrust and struck his spear at him. He barely dodged and evade the attacks before grabbing and pulling him down to the ground. Both of them continued swinging and striking their spears at each other for few times. The duel continued on until noon.
Sandbar groans in boredom, "Aw man! That's gotta be longest duel I ever seen."
"I know. Can't one of them win and get it over with?" Apple Bloom complains. "Or make a Round Two?"
"Right. Somepony ring the gong already!"
Virtue Dragon seems to agree as he calls out, "Sound the gong!"
With gong banged, both Warpath and Justice Tackle halted their fights at once. They turned around and returned to their army at once.
Warpath, Ben and his team climbed up the stairs and meet up with Virtue Dragon and Skysoar.
"Why would you do that for?! I almost had him!" Warpath demands furiously to his allies for interrupting his match.
Virtue Dragon explains calmly, "And he almost had you too, Warpath. So, it is best that you replenish your strength before you returned to the battlefield, otherwise you'd be defeated."
Skysoar agrees as he added, "Our lord is right. You maybe the strongest, but that doesn't mean you won't get easily tired. Best to eat and drink up."
"Fine. But I'll show you all that I can win this fight. I promise." Warpath growls out in defeat. He does need to recover his strength before continuing the fight after all.
"Wow. He's on fire." Ben whistles in amazement.
"Yep. He's like my sis." Apple Bloom remarks in agreement. "Once AJ begins to do something, she is Tartarus determined to finish it."
"Right. Still, not like this."
"Let's hope he can win another round." Saber added seriously to his allies.
By night time, Warpath and Justice Tackle have replenished their strength and sharpened their weapons. They're ready for the second round. Both of them have entered and moved around the dueling circle.
Warpath exclaims in determination, "I'm going to win this round for sure!"
Justice Tackle chuckles skeptically, "Not a chance. Prepare yourself!"
They nudged their dragon steeds in charging straight at each other. They swung their spears in a brief clash. They turned around and began the fierce brawl by swinging and striking at each other for few rounds.
Both Warpath and Justice Tackle clashed their spears for the moment. They then departed at once. As the young warrior swung his attack, the brute warrior quickly dodged down before launched his uppercut attack on his chin but got kicked by face. Warpath grabbed and thrown him off from his dragon steed. Luckily, he threw the spear on the floor, allowing him to stand on top of pole's end. He turned around and charged straight at him. Waiting at the right moment, Warpath swung his spear at Justice Tackle, who just jumped over it while kicked at his face again before grabbing and swinging his spear at him off from his steed. Justice Tackle landed on his own dragon steed before grabbing his spear.
Angered and annoyed by insults, Warpath charged and rammed the dragon steed, pushing Justice Tackle down. Both of them grabbed their spears while preparing to attack. As the leaf slowly descended and touched the ground, they both charged and engaged a fierce duel. Both of them are equally matched in fighting with brute strength and skills.
"Incredible... Justice Tackle is indeed fierce and mighty dragon warrior. The rumors of him is true." Virtue Dragon spoke out, amazed by the power and strength that is Justice Tackle.
"That maybe so, my lord, but what of his history?" Skysoar points out to Virtue Dragon seriously. "Could it be true that he has turned back on his father?"
"I do not think so. I believe Azure Phoenix wanted him to attack him, so he can framed that Justice Tackle is a murderous killer, who has no honor and benevolence in him. He wanted him to be killed."
"I suspect as much. So, tell me, my lord. Do you wish him to be part of our units?"
Virtue Dragon pauses to think on that one. He then nodded while answering, "Yes. We need more allies to defeat our enemies."
"Let us hope that Warpath defeat and make him to join us." Skysoar spoke out in agreement. That is if Warpath doesn't kill him first.
Warpath roared as he charged and slammed Justice Tackle off. But the young Dragon Rider was able to withstand and hold him down, he began pushed back. Both of them struggled in pushing and ramming at each other for the moment. The brute warrior gave him a headbutt before grabbing and holding him up for the moment. He thrown him off to the ground.
While recovering from the attack, Justice Tackle quickly rolled over and evade Warpath's thrusting his spear at him for the moment. He managed to grab and hold the spear down before kicked him off. He managed to get up as he began thrusting and swinging his spear at Warpath, who struggled to dodge and block his swift attacks. He then managed to grab the spear, followed by thrusting back at him but did the same thing.
As both Warpath and Justice Tackle struggled and held on the spears for the moment, they dropped their spears down before charged and attacked each other fiercely and determinedly for few times by punching and kicking. And once again, they held on each other while pushing each other for long moment.
Eventually, both of them kicked each other off. And at the same time, they grabbed each other's head wear. Warpath has the dragon-like helmet while Justice Tackle got the turban. They turned and glared at each other for the moment. They then laughed out loud and heartily while returning to their own army.
"Did I miss something?" Sandbar spoke out, confused by this turn of events.
"Rught. One moment, they are preparing to strangle each other, the next, they acted like it's no big deal." Apple Bloom added, surprised as Sandbar is.
"Perhaps there's more to this than meets the eye." Ben spoke out thoughtfully.
Warpath interrupts Justice Tackle as he held out his opponent's helmet, "Hey, kid! Want your helmet back?!"
Justice Tackle scoffed, "Don't you mean you want your turban back? I can trade it for you."
"No thanks. But I dare you to try and take it."
"Make me."
Both sides of the army gave the loud battle cry and cheered. They marched out and ready to attack, but Virtue Dragon in front of his own army.
"Master Tackle, you have fought gallantly. I admire your fighting spirit. However, I wish that we return to our camp and rest until tomorrow morning. I assure you that I won't harm you." Virtue Dragon promises to Justice Tackle sincerely.
Justice Tackle thoughtfully spoke, "Hmm... Very well, I accept it. Till we meet again."
"Are you sure?" Breaker ask Justice Tackle curiously yet concerned about this.
"Do not worry, I believed they're honorable warriors."
--------------------------
At the war council chamber of Ghidorah Fortress, Virtue Dragon and his allies were discussed of their next plans to fight against Justice Tackle.
"Wow?! Seriously?!" Warpath yells out, surprised by what Virtue Dragon has decided on.
"I am. I believed that Justice Tackle can be convinced and join our cause. You did fought him. What do you think?!" Justice Tackle ask Warpath, pondering if his ally likes his idea.
Warpath laughed, "I admit that guy's a fierce fighter, alright. He's definitely matched with mine. I want to have rematch."
"Well, it will make for one less enemy, I will give you that." Saber admits in amazement.
"Plus, we will have Justice on our side. No pun intended."
"However, we need one of you to go and talk him. We need to persuade him to join us, in order to fight and defeat Azure Phoenix. With him on our side, we would able to force Alchemist Dragon to stand down." Skysoar suggests to the others.
Saber raise a hoof as he offers, "I'll go. I mean I can try to convince him. But I do need some assistance. I need Ben, Sandbar and Apple Bloom to help me with this."
Ben who is in the room sighs, "Somehow I knew we will end up in this again."
"Relax, this shouldn't be hard."
"Very well. I trust you would able to achieve this mission." Skysoar said to Saber in confidence.
"It'll be done." Saber spoke as he bows.
-------------------------------------------
Saber and his team made their way to Justice Tackle's camp, where they talk and negotiate with him inside his camp. As both Justice Tackle and his allies listened, they were in shock and surprised by the proposal.
"You wish us to join your cause?" Justice Tackle ask, still recovering from the surprise.
Saber answers with a nod, "Yes."
"I am sorry. But I cannot do so."
"What?" Sandbar ask as he arches his eyebrow. "Why not?"
"Yeah, you would be done perfect!" Apple Bloom exclaims to Justice Tackle in concern. "What gives?"
"I was sent here to assist my lord's allies to repel invaders like you." Justice Tackle explains seriously, reminding the group of one fact: he was send to deal with the invaders and that's that.
Breaker spoke out, "Much like the Young Master here, I'm sure you have reasons for your action. There's not much point in talking about them now though."
Saber sighed, "Believe me, Breaker. We didn't come here to invade in the first place. We tried to reason and negotiate with Lord Alchemist to surrender his land to us without the fight. But instead, he chose to resist us. We didn't have the choice. Plus, they murdered our ally."
"Right, as much as I hate to say this, we will need all the help we can get." Ben sighs in agreement.
"So how about it?"
"Why should I believe in you?" Justice Tackle ask Saber skeptically, pondering what makes him think that he should believe whatever the pony just said.
"Why should I?" Saber counters right back, confusing Justice Tackle.
"What?"
"There rumors about you being a real rebel for betraying and rebelling against the Qin Dynasty. And for defying the emperor means the execution of all your clan. And also, you did massacre the innocents too."
"Wow! You got it all wrong!" Breaker protests to Saber but he rethinks it before continuing, "Actually I got it all wrong because I was deceived and misled that they've executed our relatives. I didn't know that I would lead us into trap."
"Indeed. Because of that trickery, I've let my rage and anger blind me and killed everyone including the innocents. I didn't mean to go too far." Justice Tackles admits in regret and guilt.
"Wow, sure feel bad about it, huh?" Apple Bloom ask Justice Tackle with a sweet smile.
"You better believe it."
"We did a lot of things we regret." Ben admits in sadness. "Not being there for Twilight when she felt into Azure's hooves is one of them."
"I see." Justice Tackle said, understanding what Ben is talking about.
"Will you join us?" Saber ask, repeating the offer.
"No..."
"Seriously?! Master Justice, think about it. Our enemy is Azure Phoenix, not Virtue Dragon. He's the one, who framed you and massacred your family. It's him we should be battling, not us."
"Believe me, I want to join you. But my justice refused. If you defeat me, then I shall consider it." Justice Tackle challenges. As much as he would want to join the other side, his justice refused. If they were to beat him, he will reconsider.
"Alright, I'll do it." Ben said as he got his Master Sword out.
Saber however hold a hoof out to stop him, speaking, "No, Ben. I will. It's time to show them that I am my father's son."
------------------
Everyone was gathering at the center of main camp. Saber and Justice Tackle were armed with their weapons as they prepared to fight.
"Yeah, oh right, man, give it to him, man!" Sandbar calls out to Saber in support.
"Come on, win this one for our side!" Apple Bloom cheers out wildly.
"Thanks." Saber spoke out, satisfied by the support.
Breaker cheers out to Justice Tackle, "Knock them dead, cous!"
"I intend to win. I will not lose." Justice Tackle spoke out in determination.
With the gong sounded, both Saber and Justice Tackle charged and engaged a fierce duel at once. Saber tried to swing and strike his Twin Dragoon Sabers at Justice Tackle, who swiftly and quickly dodge and evade the attacks while easily fight back on his face, limbs and chest for ten times. The Dragon Raider kicked the young warrior off.
Saber grunted in pain as he struggled to get up. He charged while trying to swing and strike his swords down at Justice Tackle, who dodged the attacks at ease for few times. As soon as the former thrust his swords at him, the latter dodged and rolled over to pass him by. He kicked him off before grabbed and wrecked the young warrior in his surroundings. He then kicked him off.
Despite unable to land a punch and kick at him, Saber refused to give up and continued fighting Justice Tackle, who swiftly and quickly dodge and evade the attacks while fight back. Saber thrust his swords at Justice Tackle, who was about to block the attack, but instead the former rolled over to kick him off. This allowed Saber to charge and engage him at once, surprised and shocked Justice Tackle to unable to defend himself.
"Looks like Saber will win this one." Ben said in observation. "In fact, I think he has."
"Unless Justice Tackle gets the upper hoof." Sandbar added seriously.
Saber was able to gain the upperhand in beating and punching at Justice Tackle, who remained firm and endure the attacks. As soon as he wasted his energy, allowing the Dragon Raider grabbed and held the punch before strike back at him by chest and face, bruising and injuring him for few times. He then grabbed and thrown Saber to the ground. He jumped and slammed on the young warrior's chest hard.
As Justice Tackle walked away, he found Saber struggled painfully to stand up and ready for the fight.
Justice Tackle spoke in disbelief, "You still won't give up?!"
"Never..." Saber insists, to Justice Tackle's further disbelief.
"Why?! Why continue the fight?"
"Because if we don't get this land, then we wouldn't able to save everyone, stop Azure Phoenix and his empire, and also won't able to build the Land of Benevolence, where everyone that is strong and weak can live in harmony and peace, not against each other. We can't fail... We can't."
Shocked and surprised by Saber's commitment and personality, Justice Tackle gave the thoughts of what he has said. He knew what he meant and refused to let anyone share the same fate as his family.
"You also serve in the name of justice?" Justice Tackle ask calmly. Saber nodded. "In that case, I shall join you in your quest to right the wrongs in the land!"
"Young master... If that is what you desire, then it is my pleasure to join them as well." Breaker spoke out, agreeing to join as well. If Justice Tackle agrees to join, then so shall he.
As Justice Tackle raised his hoof up high, his Dragon Raiders gave the loud cheers and battle cry as they all agreed to join the part of Virtue Dragon's.
"Well, that went well." Ben spoke out in amusement. "It took one big speech to win them all."
"Why can't every battle be like that?" Apple Bloom ask Ben curiously.
"Because then we wouldn't have movies!"
-------------------------------------------
Saber and his team including Justice Tackle and his army have arrived at the Ghidorah Fortress, where Virtue Dragon and his units were waiting.
"Welcome back, son. I assumed the mission a success?" Virtue Dragon ask Saber curiously.
"Yes. father." Saber answers as he bows to his father.
Justice Tackle bowed humbly as he spoke, "My lord Virtue Dragon, we are honored to serve under you. I will do everything I can to help you achieve your ambition. I fight in the name of justice."
"Thank you, Justice Tackle." Virtue Dragon spoke out calmly.
"We have added a new officer among us. Now, it is time to end this. Onward to Benevolence Palace!" Skysoar exclaims in determination. With Justice Tackle on their side, time to put an end to this madness!
Virtue Dragon's Army gave the loud battle cry and cheers. All of them are now marching off to Benevolence Palace as they prepared to conquer it now.
"Sure hope this is right." Sandbar mumbles to the present ones in concern.
"As long as something unexpected doesn't occur." Apple Bloom added.
"Somehow, I wonder if it has already." Ben said seriously. In this timeline, anything can AND will happen.
------------
Inside the Benevolent Palace's Walls, Alchemist Dragon and his loyalists of ministers and officers including his son were waiting for the reports from Justice Tackle. They have waited for two to three days, and no reports have come. More of Virtue Dragon's army have surrounded and readied to attack the castle, on their lord's order. The ministers and generals muttered and wondered of what's really going on, and thinking about what if they lose again. This annoyed and angered Brawl a lot.
"Enough!" Brawl shouted in anger, scaring the loyalists, "I don't believe that we will lose. We can't! We have Justice Tackle with us! There is no way that they can beat him!"
"I wouldn't be too sure of that," Sunburst said calmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He continued, "Just listen to me for once. Think about it. You've gotta stop and surrender to Virtue Dragon now. If you do so, then he will forgive you all."
Phobos scoffed, "I wouldn't hold my breathe..."
"Phobos!" Sunburst snapped in anger.
Brawl snarled as he aimed his sword at Sunburst and Phobos's throat, "If I were you, I'd be silence! We will not lose to your friends. They will die. When Justice Tackle come back, then we have no further use of you..."
"Lord Justice Tackle has returned!" The soldier reported.
Everyone, from the castle's walls, looked up and found Justice Tackle and his army arriving and standing before the Benevolent Palace. Alchemist Dragon and his allies cheered out wildly and happily, believing that he has won the war.
"Justice Tackle! You came! I trust that you have succeeded dealing with the rebels?" Alchemist Dragon asked hopefully.
"In the name of Virtue Dragon and the dream of benevolence, I have come to plead you to surrender to him now!" Justice Tackle ordered firmly.
Alchemist Dragon and his allies were in shocked and disbelief of what they just heard. The Lord of Shu Province stuttered and quivered in fear and shock before fainted to the ground. His son grabbed and hold him, assisted by his ministers and generals.
"I'm begging you now! You have to surrender or else you make things worse!" Sunburst pleaded.
Brawl snarled, "Quiet, thieves!"
Phobos groaned, "That guy got the attitude problem..."
"No... You're right..." Alchemist Dragon said sadly and weakly, shocking everyone to look at him. He cried tearfully, "It is time to surrender. We don't stand a chance against them.
Brawl gasped, "Father, no!" 
Alchemist Dragon cried tearfully while struggled to get up before the walls. He then looked at Justice Tackle, "General, tell Virtue Dragon that I have decided to surrender. No more bloodshed. Just promise me that he will tend and manage the land well."
Justice Tackle nodded, "You have my word!" He turned to his army, "Warriors of Dragon Desert! Raise the cry! The battle is ours!"
Dragon Desert Raiders gave the loud battle cry and cheers that they have won the fight, followed and joined by Virtue Dragon's army as well. On the castle walls, most of loyal ministers and generals cried tearfully and sadly that Alchemist Dragon has decided to surrender. Brawl grunted in anger while punching against the floor very hard. Sunburst and Phobos remained silent from the event. Alchemist Dragon looked down in defeat as he has lost.
-------------------------------------------
With the news have spread across Shu Province, Virtue Dragon and his main army arrived and entered the Benevolent Palace. They met up with Alchemist Dragon and his loyalists. They all bowed down in defeat yet humbly. The citizens of Shu Province gave the loud cheers while welcoming their new lord to rule their land now. The soldiers released Sunburst and Phobos as they both reunited with the rest of their friends. Starlight and Sunburst gave each other a deep passionate kiss.
"Sunburst, I am so glad that you're alright!" Starlight exclaimed in relief.
“It’s as if my life passed by in front of my eyes.” Phobos comments. “It was boring.”
“Yeah, yeah, no offense, it isn’t about you.”
“Well, excuse me!”
Sunburst chuckled uneasily, "Well. It wasn't easy. After all, this is my first time to negotiate with ancient ponies."
"Tell me about it..." Phobos grumbled.
Virtue Dragon approached to Alchemist Dragon, who is still looking down in defeat and shame. He spoke sadly, "Lord Alchemist Dragon, I-!"
Brawl interrupted, "We do not need your stupid apology! You've got what you want. So, leave us alone. We don't want to see you! You're not benevolent hero. You're a thief and intruder! Azure Phoenix was right! You're the traitor to Qin Dynasty!" 
Virtue Dragon was stunned and hurt by the comment. He then looked away in shame as he knew that Brawl was right. He did attack their home in the first place.
"Wrong. My lord chose Sunburst's suggestion as a way to avoid conflict. But instead of negotiating, you chose violence and aggressiveness against us. It is clear that you and your father were not great enough to rule in this time of strife." Skysoar said firmly, "My lord is a benevolent ruler. With Shu Province in his hooves, that is what Lord Virtue Dragon has become."
“Ye4ah, I gotta agree.” Sunburst admits meekly. “It wouldn’t happened if you agreed to the negotiations to begin with.”
“And not be a total jerk!” Phobos exclaims in amusement.
"How dare you?!" Brawl snarled.
"Enough. Do what you must..." Alchemist Dragon said firmly.
Virtue Dragon nodded, "I will. You have my word."
Skysoar's gesture, the Soldiers of Virtue Dragon moved and led Alchemist Dragon and the rest of his soldiers away from Virtue Dragon and his allies. The leader of his forces turned and faced his friends.
"It wasn't easy for me to fight my own relatives. And I'm sorry to drag you all into this," Virtue Dragon apologized, "But I thank you all. I know there would have been no victory without you. Weren't it not for your loyalty, I don't know how I would able to go on."
"No one's here because they want to follow the House of Noble Dragon," Warpath said calmly.
Dragonspear nodded, "I know we are here for only one reason and that is the vision you've shown us all."
"You are our lord, regardless of what name you bear." Skysoar said calmly, "It is your vision that hold us to you. Master Old Pang would be proud of you."
“Yeah, if it weren’t for his silly idea to give up on Twilight.” Ben remarks dryly.
“I don’t think that’s what he goes on.” Starlight comments in concern.
Virtue Dragon couldn't help but smile, "I shall not lose my pride in my name. However, no more will I be prisoner to it. From now on, I shall fight only as myself. Together, we'll put the end of chaos and bring forth the Land of Benevolence!"
Everyone gave the loud battle cry and cheers to Virtue Dragon. They have won not just the battle, but also earning the respect and supports of ponies and the land. They are ready to fight and defeat Azure Phoenix sooner or later...
"Twilight, hang on, we're coming..." Ben said firmly and calmly.
END...
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Next Chapter 35: Sticky Situation - Both Virtue Dragon and Water Tiger Clan are on the feud again over Jing Province after conquering Shu Province! It is up to Applejack, Pinkie, Rarity, Sunset, Flash, Smolder and Ocellus to prevent another battle against each other! Will they succeed or complicate the situation than previous?


	
		Chapter 35: Sticky Situation



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 35: Sticky Situation

"All was proceeding as Skysoar had envisioned. Virtue Dragon captured Shu, claiming the territory as his own. And the land found itself divided into three, with Virtue Dragon of West, Azure Phoenix of North and Courage Tiger of East. At long last, Skysoar's Three Kingdom Strategy had come to fruition." Narrator narrated, "Against the backdrop, the province of Jing, located at the center of three kingdoms, grew more important than ever. The relationship between Virtue Dragon's and Water Tiger Clan became questionable..."
Inside the Water Tiger Palace, Courage Tiger was walking down the hallway, accompanied by Wiserton, Seaheal and Sam LaMarche. They were discussing over the matters involving of Virtue Dragon succeeding of capturing the Shu Province, as well as getting Jing Province back.
"Who would have thought that someone like Virtue Dragon would dare to attack his own relatives," Courage Tiger said in shock and uneasiness, "I don't even have the courage to do so."
"I do not believe that Virtue Dragon would do that. It was Skysoar..." Wiserton said firmly.
"Skysoar?!" Seaheal asked in shock and concern, "No! He wouldn't do that. He couldn't."
"Master Seaheal. This isn't the first time that your brother is capable to turning back on the innocent and stealing the land. Have you forgotten of what happen to Grand Commander Riverstrike? He murdered him!"
"With all due respect, Weaselton, my brother has nothing to do with poisoning him! It was our enemy! They poisoned him!"
"It's Wiserton, nor Weaselton! Riverstrike's wounds was escalated to worse, thanks to him! Our former Grand Commander ever want is get the land for our kingdom! And what your brother did?! He foiled and ruined his plans, and even used us to do all the dirty work! Your brother is a shameful and deceitful unicorn! He's not strategist! He's a manipulator! He and his master can't be trusted!"
"How dare you?! I will-!"
"Enough!" Courage Tiger snapped angrily, silencing both of them. He sighed, "I didn't ask you all here for debating about our previous Grand Commander's death. I'm asking of you about getting Jing Province back. The last thing I want is to start the fight with them. We're allies, not enemies. If the Imperial Phoenix Army find out of our weakness, they will take advantage and finish us off at ease. We cannot let it happen."
Wiserton and Seaheal sighed in defeat, "Yes, my lord. Forgive me..."
"Sam?" Courage Tiger asked.
Sam sighed, "Perhaps, we should go and visit them at once. Ask them to return the Jing to us since they have their own base of operation. I nominate Seaheal to do so."
"I against the idea! No doubt that Skysoar will find a way to deceive him, and he will let it go at ease!" Wiserton rebuked angrily.
"I will not! I will make him return it to us," Seaheal said firmly, "If he refused, then war shall be."
"Are you certain of this, Seaheal?" Courage Tiger asked in concern.
Seaheal nodded firmly, "I am."
Though unconvinced and worried, Courage Tiger sighed, "Alright. I'm giving you the order to negotiate and convince them to return the Jing to us. And it is best that you should bring Sunset, Flash and Ocellues with you. They're the ones, who would able to turn the tide."
Seaheal nodded and bowed firmly, "Understood. I will not fail."
Courage Tiger hummed in concern, "That's what I'm worried the most..."
---------------------------------------------
On the next few days, Virtue Dragon has ordered Dragonspear to escort and moved all of his essential cargo and relatives to Benevolence Palace since he has made it as both base of operation and home. Pinkie, Smolder, Caramel and Twist have also arrived and joined the crew as well, bringing and escorting Virtue Dragon's son - Prince Kindy Dragoon, who is now a young colt. The servants and maids were cleaning and rearranging the stuffs properly at the throne chamber. They awed in amazement and surprise at the new palace, though Smolder was annoyed about it.
“Wow, got to say, I’m impressed.” Caramel say with a whistle.
“Yeah, and this is being in the past.” Twist comments in agreement.
Smolder scoffed, "If you ask me, it's not really great or something." She turned and found Kindy remained silent. She asked, "Hey, kiddo. You've been quiet. What's the matter? Not used to new places?"
"No... Well, maybe a bit," Kindy said timidly.
"Great. Just what I need Ocellus..." Smolder muttered in annoyance before groaned, "I miss her and her goofy talk about books. It's not the same without her."
“Well, I got some video game magazine to show ya.” Pinkie suggests playfully. “Wanna read them?”
“Still not the same.”
"Is friendship really important?" Kindy asked.
“Sure is!” Pinkie exclaims playfully once more. “Without it, we would be very very very dull.”
“She’s right. Friendship is all that counts.” Caramel say in agreement.
"Glad you guys make it," Ben commented in relief as he and the rest of his friends including Virtue Dragon,  Skysoar and Xan arrived and entered the throne chamber. He smiled and waved to the others, "Nice of you all joining here. Glad the whole gang are together again."
“Sort of. Certain ponies are still missing.”
“And certain friends.” Smolder mumbles a bit in sadness.
"Looks like we've got everything under control," Applejack commented in relief, "We've got new territories and places now. We're ready to start attacking the enemy base for good."
“Wish we will be peaceful about it though.” Caramel comments to his fillyfriend.
“Well ain’t nothing we can do about it for now.”
"Now, hold on, I'm afraid the assault on north will have to wait," Xan said seriously and firmly. Everyone turned and looked at him. He explained, "If you assault the enemy base in hasty acts or even bringing too little army, you won't able to gain territories or saving your friends. You will be killed."
Skysoar nodded, "Master Xan is right. After we have just conquered the land and Former Lord Alchemist Dragon abdicated his position to Virtue Dragon, ponies will require time to readjust and accepting the new leadership and administration especially we have establish the new nation for our forces - The Dragoon Republic Nation. It cannot be rush or done by overnight."
“Wow, that is something!” Pinkie whistles in amazement.
“And that isn’t the half of things.” Ben comments.
"Do not worry. Once we settle everything here, we'll be ready to launch the invasion," Virtue Dragon said firmly and calmly, "I promised."
“And we aren’t even halfway through this series.” Pinkie comments, making some of the others look at her oddly. “What?”
“Very random as Rainbow would say.” Applejack comments, shaking her head with a smile.
"Report!" The Dragoon Republic Soldier shouted as he arrived into the throne chamber. He bowed down and reported, "My lord, Minister Seaheal and his assistants have arrived. They request an audience with Master Skysoar."
"My brother?" Skysoar asked in surprise.
“What does he want?” Smolder ask with an arch of the eyebrow.
"This is indeed no doubt that he has come here to ask us return the Jing Province to his master..." Skysoar said calmly and firmly.
"What should we do?" Virtue Dragon asked in concern.
"We have to return it to him now," Ben said firmly, "If we do so, then they won't try to attack us. We need them."
“He’s right, sugah cube. Best to do so in a hurry.” Applejack said in agreement.
“So let’s get to it, come on!” Twist exclaims hopefully.
"No. We need that province for our invasion." Skysoar said firmly and seriously, "Without it, we cannot mount the invasion to defeat Azure Phoenix and save your friends. You know I'm right about this."
“Right about what? How are we going to even do this?” Ben ask Skysoar in concern.
Skysoar smiled, "Do not worry. I have a plan. It will be alright."
---------------------------------------------
Seaheal, Sunset, Flash and Ocellus were waiting inside the guest room. They were looking at the surroundings, which is filled with Chinese decoration and antiques especially most of them are designed as dragons. Skysoar, Ben, Applejack and Smolder arrived and entered the guest room. 
"Elder Brother," Skysoar greeted with a bow.
Seaheal turned back. He smiled and bowed to him, "Skysoar. It is so good to see you too."
“Hey, Skysoar. Good to see you too.” Ben comments to Skysoar quickly. “Oh, and Flash too.”
“What’s up?” Smolder remarks with a shrug. She smiles at Ocellus. “Hey Ocellus!”
“Hey Smolder!” Ocellus exclaims, happy to see her Dragon friend again.
“Hey guys and girls.” Sunset remarks with a smirk. “Applejack, still having fun with Caramel?”
“Very funny.” Applejack comments with a light chuckle.
"Come and take a seat," Skysoar said calmly, "Ben and his friends have theirs on another chamber for their friendly chats."
Skysoar and Seaheal took their own seats as the servants have arrived and brought the tea set for them to drink. Ben and the rest of his friends were on another side of the room for their chats and drinks.
"Man. It's great to see you guys." Flash commented happily. He grabbed and gave Ben a noogie, "Especially to you, old buddy of mine!"
Ben laughed a bit, "Hey! Cut that out!"
“Come on, Ben. Get real, you know it’s good to see you again!”
“Likewise.”
“Those two are always acting like this.” Smolder remarks in amusement. “Must be why they’re good pals.”
"You guys know why we're here?" Sunset asked seriously, making everyone silence. She sighed, "Tell me that they're willing to give Jing Province to Water Tiger Clan."
Ben hissed, "It's complicated..."
"Complicated? Hardly," Smolder grumbled, "Skysoar doesn't want to because he needed it for invasion. If you ask, it's a joke."
"Well, he's not wrong. Without it, we don't have enough of resources and supplies for invasion. If we just charge and rush to the battlefield, we'd be dead." Ben explained in concern, "Azure Phoenix has controlled most on the north while our guys controlled little territories."
"If we can get these guys work together, we might have the chance to turn the tide," Applejack said firmly.
"You know it's not gonna happen." Flash said seriously, "If you guys don't give that land to Courage Tiger, he's really gonna get pissed."
"Even though his sister married to Virtue?" Smolder asked in annoyance.
Ocellus sighed, "Well, in this era, the ladies don't get to say anything."
"Horsecrap..." Applejack cursed, "Isn't there anything we can do about it?"
"We were hoping that you guys have," Sunset said in concern, "We were hoping that you were able to give some sense to Skysoar about it. I mean we all know what happen if Virtue Dragon don't agree to it."
"Believe me, Sunset, I don't want this to happen," Ben said seriously, "I really don't."
Flash sighed, "You've gotta try and talk some sense into them. You have to."
“So how will we do it? Not like we will just beat him up and expect him to cooperate.” Smolder remarks. “May worked where I came from but not here.”
“We just need a new plan, that’s all.”
Both Skysoar and Seaheal were taking the sip of their drinks while playing the Chinese Chess.
"It's been too long we have play this game, haven't we, brother?" Seaheal asked happily.
"Yes, indeed it is." Skysoar said calmly before sighed, "Tell me, brother, is your lord wanted Jing Province badly?"
"Yes, brother, he does."
"Seaheal, we need this base of operation to fight Azure Phoenix. So, we can build the land of benevolence."
"Skysoar, we too want to bring peace to the land. But you have the agreement to honor. You cannot just simply ignore it. Because if you do that, the lord will not be patient much longer. I beg you to give us the land before you make things difficult. The last thing I want is fighting you."
"I too do want to fight you. But I need the Jing Province. It's the only area that possessed both resources and army that can supply our forces enough to invade and defeat Azure Phoenix. Please, give us more time to conquer the North. As soon as we're done, we will give the land to your master."
Seaheal sighed, "Brother, must you make things so hard and complicated? Do you even know what kind of danger you have yourself into?"
"I know. But this is the only way..." Skysoar said firmly.
"Brother..." Seaheal said in concern.
---------------------------------------------
Few days since leaving the Benevolence Palace, Seaheal and his allies returned to Tiger Palace. They reported to Courage Tiger and the rest of his officers and politicians. Needless to say, they were not pleased.
"Skysoar... That pony has caused too much of trouble..." Courage Tiger said angrily, "Fine. He wants the hard way? So be it."
"My lord, you're not suggesting for war, aren't you?!" Rarity asked in concern.
“I will have to if I must!”
“But war is so….so barbaric!”
“It matters not!” Courage Tiger remarks angrily.
"It was Skysoar, who dragged us into trouble and even used us to do the dirty work especially causing the death of our former Grand Commander," Wiserton snapped angrily and annoyingly, "They shall not go unpunished! We must retrieve our land!"
Sam sighed, "I hate to admit it. But they have gone too far. Either they return Jing to us or they asked for war..."
"LaMarche, prepare the army," Courage Tiger said firmly, "Invade Jing Province now..."
---------------------------------------------
"This is bad. Really, really bad." Rarity groans out in worry.
"Tell me about it. There's no apple cider!" Rainbow complains about the lack of apple cider.
"Not that! I mean what's this!"
"Oh, this is worst too, I guess."
"Come on. We can't just let them take a fight with our friends, can we?" Smolder protests in worry.
"Yona agrees with friend." Yona spoke out seriously. "Yona won't forgive herself if yak hurts other friends."
"Right, I didn't come here to do that....in fact, I didn't want to at all." Sunset groans out in worry. "We got to do something."
"Question is how? Skysoar Intellect is known to be the most intelligent and talented master strategist. Anything we come up with, they will throw back at us." Flash explains seriously to his foal friend. "And it's gonna make things worse."
Rainbow groaned, "One of these days, I'm gonna slap right at his face for being ass to us and our buddies. Why is it so hard for him to give the land back to Courage Tiger? That could have solve the problem."
"That's a good question." Sunset say seriously. This is going to be hard.
"Maybe he is stubborn and won't listen to reason?" Rarity suggests in concern.
"Like some folks but they are nice." Ocellus admits to Rarity.
"Should we try to talk with them? I mean it wouldn't hurt to talk about." Scootaloo suggests hopefully.
"I agreed with Scootaloo's idea. In ancient and even modern era, we have always negotiate with each other to come to the solution. Maybe, we can find a mediator between them."
"Yona agrees with friend." Yona added. "Even yaks can be talked with."
"Right, but are we really going to do that?" Smolder ask in concern.
Sunset sighed, "It's better than nothing. But it's gonna be tough because the protector of Jing Province is Blade Dragoon."
"What do you mean? We met Blade Dragoon before and he's a nice guy." Flash points out to Sunset, not sure why she say that.
"We talked to him, we can get to do some talking." Rarity admits hopefully.
"Guys, you don't understand. Blade Dragoon may have been righteous and honest pony, but he's not perfect because he's a hotheaded and arrogant pony to be reason with." Sunset points out to her friend.
"How do you know this?" Ocellus ask Sunset this.
"If my gut is right, then Skysoar may have alerted Blade Dragoon of both Courage and our intention. He will do whatever it takes to make us back off.
"What?!" Flash gasps in shock at this.
"Great, we're going to get our asses kicked." Scootaloo groans out in dismay.
"Scootaloo! Language!" Rarity scolded out to Scootaloo. She pauses then think then added, "But you're right about that."
"Yona doesn't like fighting and hurting our friends. Yona still thinks that talking is the only idea we can do. Yona said we must try!" Yona exclaims in determination. The yak may like the yak way of doing things but she has loosen up...so to speak.
"Right, we can't let one big pony get in our way!" Rainbow exclaims in determination as well. "We got to try something!"
"Wow, you normally would just charged head first, Rainbow Dash!" Scootaloo exclaims in amazement by what her honorary big sister just said.
"Time has changed me....no pun intended."
"You really think this is a better idea?" Sunset ask. Everyone nodded. "Alright. I'm gonna need some smart and reasonable ponies with us. Rarity, Flash and Ocellus, you're with me."
"Me?" Ocellus yelps meekly.
"I can't bring Yona with me because Ma Ponies still got issues with Yaks since they considered them to be invaders."
"Friend Sunset is right." Yona admits. "Yona comes, Ma Ponies will hurt Yona and friends."
"Well, you are right on that." Ocellus sighs in agreement.
"Let's try talk with Sam. After all, he's known to be a reasonable pony." Sunset spoke out thoughtfully.
"Right, unless something unexpected happens." Flash admits in worry.
"Never say that, Flash."
---------
Sunset and her team went and find Sam as they wanted to propose the idea to him about what they have in mind. He was now at the castle's gate after recruiting and gathering 20,000 Soldiers including Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe and even Trip.
Thunderbold spoke out in determination, "Commander, we are ready. We will teach those liars for deceiving us! They will pay for what they have done to Riverstrike."
Pirate Scythe nodded as he spoke, "Yeah. They're gonna be sorry for messing with us."
Trip grunted, "For once, I agreed. Those jerks have lied to us for the last time."
"Everyone, remember. We're not doing this for revenge. We only need to get the partial of the province such as Huang Fort, Wu Fort and Changsha City." Sam explains the plan to everyone. "If anything goes wrong, we must withdraw and avoid starting the fight with our allies."
"My lord, with all due respect, they're the ones who started the fight in the first place, not us." Thunderbold pointed out. "They've taken advantage of our patient and kindness too far."
"I won't ignore your concerns, but remember, our enemies are watching on us, waiting for the chance to strike when we're the least expected."
"You mean..."
"Yes. Since the death of Riverstrike, I fear that Azure Phoenix may know our weakness. We must tread it carefully." Sam explains seriously.
"Which is why we're coming too." Sunset added with a smirk.
"Sunset? Why are you and your allies doing here? I did not summon you here."
"I know. But you and I know that the only way to avoid the fight is that we negotiate."
"Ha! You're kidding me?!" Trip scoffed, dismissing that "ridiculous" idea.
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "Took the words out of my mouth. You actually think that they're gonna do what we ask? The way I see it, they're gonna make another f$#& excuses. And believe me, I am not afraid of getting my hooves dirty."
Thunderbold nodded, explaining, "Scythe's right. Negotiation is out of option. We're gonna retake our land by force."
"No, no!" Ocellus insisted quickly. "We must negotiate."
"Right. If we try to do this, Blade Dragoon will run you through or worst." Sunset explains seriously to the protesting ones.
"Right! At least talk first before fighting!"
"Do you honestly believe that they will listen to us?" Sam ask Sunset's group curiously.
"No, I don't know. But our friends can reason with them. They can change their minds. They trusted our friends." Flash admits to Sam.
"He's right. Even if they won't listen to us, we got friends who can help do so." Sunset say in agreement. "And we can only hope it works."
"Right, at least go with the flow, as Sandbar would say." Ocellus explains with a hint of blush on her face.
Thunderbold just grunts, "I don't like this kind of idea."
"To be honest, I still believe that the alliance between our clan and theirs would work and defeated our greatest threat. I don't like fighting and killing them." Sam admits. The whole alliance could help them all in the long run.
"My lord..."
"Alright, we will do your way, Sunset. But first thing first, we need to test and see how strong and serious Blade Dragoon is with his duty of protecting the Jing Province."
"You're not seriously want to provoke them?" Flash ask Sam in surprise and relief.
Sam smiled slyly, admitting, "I want to see how strong and brave he is. I only know of his reputation. Thunderbold, sent administrators to three locations."
Thunderbold hummed in concern, "As you wish, sir, I have a bad feeling about this..."
----------------------------
Blade Dragoon was at the Jing Province Palace training ground, where he was training and teaching both Rogue Dragoon and Terrastrike, an armored darker greenish young Unicorn with a brown short mane and tail. He has a greenish sash on his forehead. Bullock, Hook and Pinkie were watching the training at the patio.
Both brothers fought and tried to land the attack against Blade Dragoon, who was strong and firm to block and deflect the attacks for few times. They have tried to swing their blades at top and bottom but he was too fast and swift for them to hit him. As soon as they slammed their blades against from top, he pushed them off before swung the pole in knocking them off. They grunted in pain as they got up and charged to continue their battle against their father.
Bullock scoffed, "Look at them go. They sure have gotten bigger than before."
Hook nodded as he spoke, "Yeah. They really put a lot of effort to prove their father that they're ready.” The pony gave a light chuckle. “Remember the very first day, we saw Terrastrike was born?"
Bullock chuckled, "Of course! Who could have forgotten that?” He then sighed, “We'd never thought that day he would become a warrior, at the age of 16."
"True. So true. When he was a kid, he really want to try to use our weapons to challenge his pops. I'd say is that kid brave or crazy?!"
Bullock laughed out loud, "Yeah, no kidding. Who would have thought that he's now grown up and has his own weapon to fight."
"Yeah. All we can do is watch over his kids, and make sure he's doing all right." Hook spoke.
"Yep, the kids are all right just like our kids being all right." Pinkie spoke out randomly, making the two give her an odd look. "What?"
Rogue and Terrastrike gave the loud battle cry as they both charged and rammed against Blade Dragoon hard as hard as they can. Their father grunted a bit before smirked slyly, shocking the brothers. By using his pole, he tripped them to fall down before giving them a sucker punch. Both of them were defeated.
"Damn it. We were close." Rogue grunts in defeat.
Terrastrike grunted, "Yeah. I guess we're not strong enough to defeat him."
Blade Dragoon helped his sons to get up as he spoke, "Though you may have failed to defeat me, I am still proud of you both for growing up and stronger than before. Keep up the training. I am sure you will surpass me."
Rogue and Terrastrike smiled, bowing to their father as they say, "Thank you, father."
Terrastrike sighed, "Still, do I... Do I have what it takes to be strong as you both?"
"Huh? What are you talking about?" Rogue ask, surprised by that question. "You're strong, brother. And I know that anything bad happen to me or father, we know you can look after both our kingdom and also our little baby sister."
"Rogue is right. Do not be discouraged. Keep on fighting and never give up. That's what we've always been." Blade Dragoon agrees, encouraging his son.
Terrastrike couldn't help but smile, saying, "Thank you, father..."
Dragoon Republic Scout has arrived. He bowed down while reporting, "I brought urgent news! Three Administrators have come and took over Huang Fort, Wu Fort and Changsha City!"
Everyone was in shock and disbelief of what they just heard.
"They would dare?!" Blade Dragoon roars out in fury.
"What should we do, father?" Rogue ask his father in concern. The enemy has clearly got the advantage here!
"We must force them out of our territories. Bullock, Hook, threaten and drive them back to their land. Threaten them if you must!"
Bullock and Hook bowed as they respond, "Lord!"
Pinkie who was quiet during this time, surprisingly, chose this time to speak up, "You'd sure that's a good idea? That only make them angry."
"They can try if they want. They should that I will not be beaten that easily." Blade Dragoon snarled in determination. If they wish to pick a fight with him, then they will find that he will NOT go down that easily!
"I have had a bad feeling about this." Pinkie pause to think then giggled, "Classic..."
----------------
Sam and his army of 20,000 Soldiers have marched, camped and set up at the Port Quan. While their soldiers were guarding and patrolling the area, Sam and his officers were inside the camp, waiting for the report. 
Three administrators have arrived and entered the camp. They all have torn and rotten robes. They all looked shock and scared.
"What happen?" Sam ask the administrators.
Administrator #1 bows down frantically as he begs, "Master LaMarche! Please forgive us! We have failed you!"
Administrator #2 nodded as he added, "When we set up with our office on the area, Blade Dragoon has sent his right-hand ponies to threaten and push us back here!"
"We're not warriors. We don't have a choice." The third administrator exclaims in shame.
"That'd be all." Sam say, dismissing the trio. "It appears that Blade Dragoon won't let us get in that easily."
"Please, tell me that you're not suggesting us to negotiate with him! He won't listen to us!" Thunderbold exclaims, fearing the worst.
"Come on. It won't hurt to try." Flash spoke up though a bit uneasy about it.
"Right. You can attract more flies with honey with than vinegar." Sunset explains, making everyone stare at her oddly. "Sorry, it's the best I could come up with."
"Nice try, though."
"Well, it won't hurt to try." Sam admits. He turns to Sunset to continue, "Sunset, you and your friends prepare yourself of how to convince them to turn the Jing over to us. We'll tell them that we'll be hosting here for negotiation and discussion."
Sunset sighed, "We'll try..."
Sunset and her team left the camp, exiting out. Sam and his officers remained behind.
Trip was the first one to spoke in protest, "You seriously not gonna agree with this..."
"I really want to kick their asses." Pirate Scythe groans out in annoyance. He wanted to beat some enemy heads, not give out peace talks!
Sam sighed, "Don't worry, you will."
"But my lord, you gave your word to them." Thunderbolt spoke out in surprise. Sam promised to give the talking a try but it looks like he will do some fighting after all?
"Yes, I did. But it is necessary to retake the land of Jing back to us, should Blade Dragoon refused to do so."
Thunderbold hummed, "I see. I shall make the preparation."
--------------
Two weeks have passed since Blade Dragoon has ordered his soldiers to push the administrators back to their kingdom, he and his forces remained on guard while keeping their eyes out for any sign of troubles. And so far, nothing until...
Blade Dragoon was reading the letter carefully and firmly. Both his sons and officers were looking at him while waiting for answers.
"So, Sam wanted to invite me over a party for discussion, involving of Jing Province. How interesting..." Blade Dragoon spoke out in thought as he scratches his chin.
Pinkie overhear this. She gave out a big smile while bouncing up and down. The pink pony giggles, "Aw! I love party!"
"What?! Are you dense, pinkie?!" Bullock screams out in fury, causing Pinkie to fall to the floor as a result. "They're not celebrating the party, they're setting some bogus traps for him!"
"Agreed. They're still not happy for what we did." Hook remarks, narrowing his eyes at this.
"What should we do? We can't go." Terrastrike spoke out in worry. If they go, they are falling in trouble.
Rogue nodded, agreeing with the same fault. He responds, "Yes. It could be a trap. We must strengthen the defense now."
"No. I will not ignore the invitation." Blade Dragoon spoke out. Before his allies could protest, he continues, "And do not worry, I have a plan to turn the tide. And they will not try to pull this stunt ever again. But now, I require my own negotiators."
"Do you wish me to send Master Intellect here?"
"No. We do not need to trouble him. He and my brother entrusted this important duty to me because I'm the strongest and wisest warrior among the soldiers. I need Applejack, Smolder and Pinkie."
"WHAT?!" Everyone screams out in alarm and protest.
"WHAT?!" Pinkie screams out as well, then looks confused. "What are we talking about?"
"Father, you cannot be serious! Pinkie may have been the best party planner, but she's a terrible at politics. She will screw this up like an animal." Rogue protests in dismay over this.
"I'm with this kid, sir. You can't take her with you for negotiation!" Bullock admits in agreements. The last thing he wants is Pinkie to screw things up big time.
"Hey!" Pinkie protests at this. She hates being labeled as such!
Blade Dragoon chuckled calmly, "Nonsense. Pinkie's perfect for my plan. She will do fine."
"Seriously?"
"I am."
Applejack, Pinkie, Rarity, Sunset, Flash, Smolder and Ocellus groans quietly, "Oh, buck."
----------
At the docking bay, the Water Tiger Soldiers were setting up and decorating the area with tables, seats, red ribbons, food and drinks and even gifts and so on. They also have to make sure the area is clean and good as well. Sam, Sunset and her friends were standing before the docks as they were expecting to meet up with Blade Dragoon and his negotiators.
"Everything's almost ready," Sam commented.
“Ready as willing I guess.” Sunset remarks with a concern swigh.
“Good.”
"By the way, where are Thunderbold and others? It's not like them to be wandering off." Rarity said in concern.
"Oh... I've sent Thunderbold and others to check over the northern bay, making sure that Imperial Phoenix come and attack us during our party," Sam explained calmly, "We wouldn't them ruin our friendly negotiation and party, would we?"
“Oh yes, it will be sooooo awful if that were to happen>” Rarity remarks sarcastically.
“Sarcasm doesn’t suit you.” Sunset explains to Rarity who sighs.
“Yes, but it’s the principle of the thing.”
Sam sighed, "Anyway, they should be here soon..."
Unknown to Sunset and her friends, there were some group were hiding behind the tall grasses. They were actually Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe, Trip and some soldiers, were hiding and ready to ambush their targets.
"Do we have to do this?" Pirate Scythe asked in annoyance.
"If you have the problem with it, why don't sit this one out, jerk?!" Trip asked angrily.
Pirate Scythe snarled, "What was that?!"
"Zip it, you two!" Thunderbold scolded Pirate Scythe and Trip, "If you don't pipe down, we'd be in big trouble and never had the chance to retake the Jing Province! We have to be careful. Understand?!"
Pirate Scythe and Trip groaned, "Fine..."
Noticed something ahead, Thunderbold gasped, "They're coming! Everyone, to your position! And remember, do not engage them until Master Sam give the signal!"
"Sir," Water Tiger Ambush Units whispered in agreement.
Sam, Sunset and her friends were still at the dock, watching and waiting for Blade Dragoon and his negotiators' arrival. The small boat, consisting of Blade Dragoon, Bullock, Hook, Applejack, Smolder and Pinkie, was sailing towards the docks. They then climbed down from the boat, They all bowed and greeted to Sam and his negotiators, who did the same with them as well.
"Master Blade Dragoon, it is an honor of you to join us here," Sam said humbly, "I was almost convinced that you won't able to come because of your sickness."
Blade Dragoon scoffed, "Nonsense, Master LaMarche. I would not miss this. And also, I would like to negotiate and talk with you that we have no intention of betraying and harming you. After all, your princess is my sister-in-law. I would never do anything harm to her former kingdom. So, shall we?"
Sam hummed calmly, "Yes, we shall. Hopefully, we do not want to cause the friction of our alliance. The last thing we need is to start the war between our kingdoms."
"Agreed," Blade Dragoon agreed.
Both Blade Dragoon and Sam climbed the stairs, all the way to the pedestal, where the negotiation between them begins. While Blade Dragoon and his team sat on the left, Sam and his team sat on the right side. They all were eating and drinking calmly, though Pinkie became uneasy and distracted with decoration. And just before the negotiation could commence, she screamed in frustration.
"I hate this party!" Pinkie exclaimed in frustration, "Look at this place, you call it 'party'?! I call it the most boring party ever! I've seen someone done it before!"
Applejack yelped, "Pinkie!"
"It's okay" Sam said calmly, "As I've heard before, you were responsible of making the best party. If you felt this is terrible, do as you please to make them better. I don't mind it."
Pinkie cheered, "YEAH!"
Both Bullock and Hook groaned, "I knew this is bad idea..."
Pinkie went ahead as she began inspecting and improving the party to be more livelihood and better for everyone to enjoy. The rest of her friends looked at each other firmly and seriously as they can begin the negotiation.
"So, shall we?" Sam asked calmly.
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Yes, we shall. Involving of Jing Province, I presume?"
"Yes. That. As far as I've know of, you have occupied and used the Jing Province as the base of operation for few years passed since the death of former Chief Commander. And now, you have already gained Shu Province as the new base of operation. I must ask you this - isn't it time to return the land to us now?"
"I don't know. Even if my brother wanted, both me and Lord Strategist believed that Jing Province is very important resource base to us. We need it if we were to defeat the enemies."
"You? What about Water Tiger Clan? Have you forgotten that it was us, who risked our lives and home to help you rebel and defeat Imperial Phoenix Army from the Battle of Red Cliff. And yet, you refused to return the province to us?"
"Not refuse. Just delay."
"Delay. Refuse. Denial. They're nothing but bunch of excuses for you to use it against not just Imperial Phoenix, but also us as well."
Blade Dragon grunted in anger, "Are you accusing my brother being a liar?!"
"From the certain point of view, it looks like it..." Sam snarled angrily.
Both Blade Dragoon and Sam were glaring at each other, making the other ponies uneasy and worry.
“Err, calm down, you two, calm down.” Sunset say slowly, trying to get between the two before they go at each other’s throats.”
“Please talk instead of lashing out!” Rarity comments in agreement.
"Look, maybe we should try to talk first, instead of accusing and getting mad at each other?" Applejack asked calmly.
Flash nodded, "Yeah. I'm with AJ. We're still buddies, right."
"How about we should divide the province into halves? That could solve the problem." Sunset suggested.
"Absolutely not!" Blade Dragoon and Sam exclaimed in anger, "I rather not divide the province to share with him!"
"Well, that went well..." Rarity said in concern.
Applejack sighed, "How on earth Twilight handle this negotiation? She makes it look easy. I really wish Twilight was here."
Sam groaned, "Master Blade Dragoon, all I ask is that you return the province, and I promise you that we will not start the war on you."
"I really do want to agree but my duty to my brother must come first..." Blade Dragoon said firmly.
"Then, you're asking for troubles, you know?"
"I don't care because I will fight and protect my brother, no matter the cost."
"For cried out loud, it's just a stupid piece of land!" Smolder snapped angrily and annoyingly, "Jeez. Are you two always stupid and dumb to overthink about the land?! Just divide and share them! It's easy!"
"Smolder!" Ocellus scolded Smolder. She sighed, "She does have the point. I mean we do share the same enemy. Won't it be easy if we work together as the team, instead of against each other? We're friends, right?"
“Right, ever heard of Enemy Mine? Even not as friends but taking on the same enemy.”
“Or just be friends, so you can make more friends!”
While still disagreed and disliked the idea of dividing and sharing the land, both Blade Dragoon and Sam couldn't help but to agree with Smolder and Ocellus's concerns. 
As they were thinking over what their friends have said, Pinkie jumped out of nowhere while holding the remote controller as she pressed it down, activating the Party Cannons to scare Thunderbold and his ambush units out from the tall grasses. And at the same time, the party cannon has unleashed the rained of sprinkles, confetti, balloons, livelihood party-like and so on on the area. This shocked and surprised everyone.
"Surprise! Now, this is how you make a party!" Pinkie cheered out wildly.
"Oh boy... That doesn't go well..." Flash said in shock.
Sunset was in shock upon looking at Thunderbold and his ambush units, "I can't believe it... Was Sam really..."
“Really fight? I hope not.” Applejack remarks seriously.
Both Sam and Blade Dragoon remained silent for the moment while glaring at each other for the moment. Pinkie looked shock and disappointed. She sighed, "You hate it, don't you?"
Instead of angry and annoyed, both Sam and Blade Dragoon laughed out loud and heartily, shocking and surprising everyone. They even drank the wine happily and enjoyably. This confused and concern both vanguards of the army.
“Okay, didn’t see that one coming a mile away.” Smolder said in amazement.
“Better than killing each other.” Ocellus spoke out with a smile.
"Well, it's been fun..." Sam said calmly, "So, shall we try again?"
Blade Dragoon nodded, "Indeed. What do you need for our alliance to continue its maintain? Jing Province has been entrusted to my care. I cannot back down."
"Regardless of the intent of Master Virtue Dragon?"
"I have discretion in such matters."
"Very well. Further fighting between us will benefit only Azure Phoenix. But I must have you vow two things, however." Sam said firmly, "First, that you will respect the alliance between Water Tiger and Dragoon Republic. Second, that you will use the land of Jing Province to oppose Imperial Phoenix."
Blade Dragoon thought carefully, "Very well. I swear on my honor."
"Good. Then, I shall bid you farewell and wish you luck."
"To you as well. If goes well, Master Skysoar will reconsider to surrender half of Jing Province to you."
"That is all I asked. You may leave, Pinkie is indeed the best party planner ever."
“See, see? What did I tell you?” Pinkie ask her friends and everyone in a playful satisfaction.
“Yes, Pinkie, we get it. Thank you.” Flash spoke with a chuckle.
With everyone bowed humbly to each other, Blade Dragoon and his team headed towards the small boat as they set sailed. Thunderbold and his units were about to ambush but halted by Sam's instead.
"I cannot believe of what I just saw," Bullock commented while rowing the boat.
Hook sighed, "You and me both, Bullock. Pinkie really save the day."
“And that’s why she’s so random and unpredictable.” Applejack spoke out in praise of her cousin, or friend, or whatever she can be.
“Give her a chance and she can make a bad situation into a good one.” Rarity spoke out. She pauses to think before adding, “Sometimes.”
"The situation has been calm for now..." Blade Dragon said calmly.
While Water Tiger were packing up their supplies and gears as they were returning home, the dissatisfied Thunderbold approached to Sam about letting the enemy go. Sunset and her friends were about to argue with him for deception.
"Master LaMarche, you surely could have killed Blade Dragoon. Why didn't you finish him?" Thunderbold asked in concern.
“Now wait a minute. We aren’t about to shed blood right now!” Sunset protests to Thunderbold in annoyance.
“We may be in your war but we aren’t killers!” Flash scowls in agreement.
Sam laughed out loud before gave a stern glare at Thunderbold, "Face down that monster? Do you wish me dead, Thunderbold?"
"Uh! Of course not," Thunderbold protested.
"Either way, we have preparation to make. It can't be long before Azure Phoenix starts moving again," Sam said calmly. He gave some thoughts of what Thunderbold has said. He continued, "Thunderbold, your instinct to kill him was not necessarily wrong. But you also need to learn to pull back when necessary, and manipulate the enemies."
"Like how you did with us?" Sunset asked angrily.
“Be lucky we’re on the same side here.” Applejack remarks dryly.
"My apology. I planned not to kill him but to use him as hostage to force Virtue Dragon to surrender the land to us," Sam apologized humbly. He turned to Thunderbold again, "You are too guileless, although your honesty has made you who you are. Learn all you can everyday. Support the future of Water Tiger."
"My lord?" Thunderbold asked.
Sam sighed calmly and sadly, "Yes... Surpass me. And even, one day, Master Riverstrike..."
Thunderbold looked scared and worried, "Master Sam, I fear your meaning..."
“Got a bad feeling about this.” Smolder mumbles out.
Sunset sighed, "I just hope the alliance remained strong until we defeat Azure Phoenix..."
"With the negotiation over Jing Province has proven successful, peace has restored to both Water Tiger and Dragoon Republic for now. Question remains - how long will the alliance last?
---------------------------------------------
Back at the Benevolent Palace, Ben returned to his room for some resting. He then come across a small letter on the small table. He approached and check it out. As he read carefully, he looked shock and worry yet uneasy while his hooves were shaking. What could this mean?
END...
Review and Suggest...

			Author's Notes: 
Main Casts:
Ashleigh Ball: Applejack, Rainbow Dash
Andrea Libman: Pinkie Pie
Tabitha St. Germain: Rarity
Rebecca Shoichet: Sunset Shimmer
Vincent Tong: Flash Sentry
Shannon Chan-Kent: Smolder
Devyn Dalton: Ocellus
Dave B. Mitchell: Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon
Maurice LaMarche: Sam LaMarche
Michael McConnohie: Narrator
Minor Casts:
Jason Marsden: Ben Valorheart
Gideon Emery: Courage Tiger
Alan Tudyk: Wiserton
Tony Oliver: Thunderbold, Seaheal
David Lodge: Trip
Michael Sternkilaas: Pirate Scythe
Steve Staley: Kindy Dragon
Lex Lang: Skysoar Intellect
Johnathan Frakes: Xan
Byrce Papenbrook: Rogue Dragoon
Ben Pronsky: Terrastrike
Robert Costanzo: Bullock
Steven Blum: Hook
Next Chapter 36: On to the West: Azure Phoenix has made the move. Instead of going after Courage Tiger, he targeted on Mount Dragon King, ruled by religious sect. And this time, Twilight and her friends have been separated to perform their duty. Gallus is now alone, with no friends be there for him now. Will he be alright on the next battle?


	
		Chapter 36: On to the West



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 36: On to the West

"Water Tiger was unable to best Blade Dragoon in battle and politics, nor was it able to retake the Jing Province. Minister Sam LaMaurche pursued his next best option and made peace with Blade Dragoon. This freed both of them from the constant tension of being at the war." Narrator narrated, "Virtue Dragon of Republic Dragoon, and Courage Tiger of Water Tiger, despite the uneasy foundation of their alliance, they managed to keep it together."
The news over Virtue Dragon conquered the Shu Province, as well as almost in-fight between two kingdoms has reached to Xuchang Palace. At the peach garden, Azure Phoenix became uneasy and disturbed yet relieved by the news. He was accompanied by both Twilight and Master Ratio to discuss over the matter. And at the same time, they were walking inside the hallway, heading straight to the office.
"Once again, the Republic Dragoon and Water Tiger are almost at the edge of each other's throat. But thanks to LaMaurche, he managed to qualm the tension between two clans." Azure Phoenix said calmly and firmly. He sighed, "As I have thought, both sides have no interest of wanted to be the allies, despite the princess being married to him. Skysoar is no doubt to be responsible of causing the rift. I assumed that your friends did their best to calm the qualm and even advise them not to go to war."
Realizing that she can't fool him, Twilight sighed, "Yes... They did."
"Twilight... I understand that you wish to help me and two powerful lords to cooperate and become friends, but I'm afraid it will not happen. If those two do not share the same ideals or even willing to compromise the situation, surely, they will be doomed by their arrogance, deception and selfishness. And the only ponies, who suffered this fate are your friends. No doubt, Ben will no longer have faith and work with Republic Dragoon."
"Ben won't betray and attack them! He and Saber were good friends. I know it well. He would never to do that to his own friends."
"Like how Virtue Dragon does that to both Courage Tiger and his own relative?" Azure Phoenix questioned calmly and firmly, silencing Twilight. He sighed, "Don't be naive, Twilight. War change everyone to do what is necessary to unify the land. No matter the cost, even it means sacrificing and destroying their own friendship and alliance. Just like what happen today."
Twilight hissed in disbelief, "Still..."
"As I have said before, Twilight, I will not break your promise, unlike Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. You know it well..." Azure Phoenix said firmly, "I have hope that you and your trusted allies would do the same to accomplish it."
Twilight sighed, "I don't know. We will try.  But we will not harm and betray our friends."
"I expected no less..." Azure Phoenix said calmly, "Still, what must be done with the situation, Ratio?"
Master Ratio hummed in concern, "While Virtue Dragon and his forces are still settling down in their new base of operation, it would be wise that we should strike when we have the chance. If we do not, they will be the one, who have the advantages to invade and conquer our land. I am certain that Courage Tiger would not be reckless to invade us because they're still suspicious of Republic Dragoon."
"That's what he and I thought..." Azure Phoenix said calmly.
"He?" Twilight asked in surprise.
Azure Phoenix, Twilight and Master Ratio have arrived at the office. They opened it. They found a white Unicorn with short blond mane and tail, his Cutie Mark is a Demonic Fan and Brush worn in cyan Strategist's Robe as he was sitting down on his chair while fanning himself.
"C-Cunning Fury? What's he doing here?" Twilight asked in shock.
"I invited him here. I'm impressed that you knew him from your timeline," Azure Phoenix said amusingly and calmly. He cleared his throat, "You may leave. Wait for my summons. I must discuss with my advisor."
Wanted to argue, Twilight chose not to but said, "Understood. But my lord, all I ask is that you should be weary and alert of him because he's not like Schemetrick. Tighten the leash on him and make sure he doesn't get much power."
"Hmm... You fear him?"
"No. I'm worried about you and your family. I'm not asking you to turn him down, but warn you to make sure that he is not above you or others."
"I will take your advice for considering. Leave us..." Azure Phoenix said firmly.
Twilight nodded as she left the office. Both Azure Phoenix and Master Ratio moved in as they have taken their seats for the discussion.
"I take that she is 'Oracle Twilight'?" Cunning Fury asked curiously, "How intriguing. I'd never met her yet she knew me. You were right about her. She's indeed from the distant timeline, where she met me?"
"Yes, indeed it is. As you expected, the alliance will not last much longer. However, I fear that Virtue Dragon will soon launch the invasion. Courage Tiger and his clan will follow his lead. We will be finished."
"Which is why you must lead the assault now. Take over the Mount Dragon King, which will be a perfect base of operation for invasion on Shu Province."
Master Ratio nodded, "I said the same thing as well, Master Fury. We must launch the attacks now. If we succeeded weakening their bases, Courage Tiger will have no chance to resist us."
"I agreed with you both. We must make haste before either of them get the chance," Azure Phoenix said seriously, "However, there are other matters to be concerns of. While Twilight and her friends are indeed skilled fighters and wise advisors, but they lacked of motivation and determination especially lingering to their friendship hinders them from reaching their potential."
Cunning Fury smirked cunningly, "Simple. We separate and assign them to their own duty in different area. They will be allowed to see each other, but not more than a month because they have their duty to perform. As time passed, they will outlive their friendship and focused on their duty than seeing each other, and even thinking about others."
"It is risky. I have no doubt that Twilight is aware of it. Tread it carefully..." Master Ratio said firmly.
Azure Phoenix hummed calmly, "Very well..."
---------------------------------------------
Inside the Prime Minister's office, Azure Phoenix summoned all of his officials including Twilight and her friends. He is now making an important announcement.
"I am certain that all of you are aware of the situation. Our enemies have grown stronger and powerful before, however, they still suffered the same weakness - distrust in their alliance. And we will exploit and turn one of them against each other, very soon. So, we shall march onto the west. We will invade and conquer Mount Dragon King, and then we shall invade and attack Shu Province," Azure Phoenix said seriously, making his officers and advisors to cheer out wildly and happily. He cleared his throat, silencing them, "Before we could proceed with the plan, there are matters we need to deal with. And as such, while we march on to the west, we need to guard both center and east. The enemies will have no doubt use the advantage and invade our territories. We cannot allow that to happen."
"What would you suggest?" Snaptrap asked curiously.
"Yes, cousin, how would you proceed with the situation?" Anger asked calmly.
Azure Phoenix sighed firmly, "Very well, then. General Bladestrike, Minister Snaptrap, Commander Blazefist, Major Laxtinct, Sergeant Silverstream and Cadet Nyx will guard the eastern region, and their base of operation will be Southern Eagle Fort. Strikespell, Lady Fluteheart, Minister Ratio, General Armorhide, General Strict Stalker, Notepoem, Hope Light, Fluttershy and Twist will guard the central. The west will be guarded by Wingblade, General Navy Arrow, General Clawdestroyer, Minister Woren, Commander Gallus and Dexter. One-Eyed Anger, Bullhound, Axen, Cunning Fury, Twilight and Spike will follow me."
"Lord!" Imperial Phoenix Officials reported firmly and proudly.
"W-What? You're not serious about this!" Twilight asked in concern.
“Right, this is ridiculous!” Gallus exclaims in disbelief.
“Can’t you find some other way?” Spike ask Azure Phoenix in worry.
"Enough. That is my decision." Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus will lead the vanguard. Anger, Axen and Dexter, will cover our rear and supply grains. Bullhound, Wingblade, Cunning Fury, Twilight, you all will follow me. It is time we march again. We moved to the west now!"
"Lord!" Everyone exclaimed firmly.
Navy Arrow chuckled a bit as he gave a pat on Gallus, "Alright, lieutenant, this will be your first time to become the vanguard and lead the frontline. Hope you're ready for it."
Gallus gulped, "Oh boy..."
---------------------------------------------
"Time is limited..." Narrator narrated, "Azure Phoenix advanced his army towards Mount Dragon King, which was under control of religious leader Cedric. By securing Mount Dragon King, which lay to the north of Shu Province, he would seal off Virtue Dragon's movement. Indeed, it seemed a very natural move for ruthlessly logical Azure Phoenix to make. However, Navy Arrow and others felt uneasy as they headed for White Dragon Gate. They felt as if Azure Phoenix was uncharacteristically acting out of haste..."
Azure Phoenix has ordered and led the army of 70,000 soldiers to march to the western region now. It has taken them for three weeks to travel and arrived at the horde of various sizes of hills, which is filled with garrisons including the main castle located near to the tallest hill, where Cedric is camping and leading his army to defend and fend off the enemies as well. Though proud and eager to start the battle, some of officers and soldiers grew worried and uneasy about Azure Phoenix's haste and invasion of the land. Nevertheless, they're determined to do their best to conquer the enemy territory and defeat their enemy for good...
"Time is limited. Even the Hero of Chaos could not change the law of nature."
While overseeing his own army making preparation for the upcoming battle, Navy Arrow looked distracted and uneasy as he was not only concern  for his lord's haste, but also thinking about the past years as he and his allies have grown and getting older than before. He feared that he might not have time to help his lord to complete his ambition soon.
"General, it is time." Clawdestroyer reported as he arrived at the scene. He found Navy Arrow didn't reply. He asked, "Lost in thought, Master Arrow?"
"I was just thinking about how it used to be me, Anger and our lord, and even Oracle," Navy Arrow admitted calmly. He sighed, "Our kingdom has grown... And that's good thing, y'know, but..."
"Why are you concern of that?"
"I'm worried that we might not have time to get it done. And not to mention, not everyone are very appreciative to our lord's effort. Those stubborn assholes. All for nothing..."
"With all due respect, sir, the ponies have been drawn to the three of you because of what you did is necessary. While the battle is indeed bloody, you did tended to the wounds and give humanitarian supplies for the peasants to eat and live. They are now following your lead. They're grateful to you. It is only natural." 
"Wait. Seriously?"
"Yes, general. And now, this battle is your chance to prove why. Let us show them that we are the warrior, who will bring peace to the world!"
Inspired by Clawdestroyer's words, Navy Arrow sighed, "Well, you're right, buddy. We can't be late. Let's get going."
"Indeed..." Clawdestroyer agreed. He turned and found Gallus looked nervous and uneasy as he was watching the army forming up. He approached and checked on his apprentice, "Are you alright?"
"I-I'm fine, sir. Nothing more!" Gallus replied nervously. Clawdestroyer looked suspicious on him. He sighed in annoyance, "Fine. I'm not. I'm nervous. This is the first time that I'm alone to lead the army. And... It's not the same without my buddies. I'm not sure if I can do it. I... I'd never felt being scared before in my life."
Navy Arrow sighed as he approached and patted Gallus, "I get that a lot, kid. When I was a kid, I used to be scared of fighting and killing because I saw a bandit slaughtered some innocents, right in front of my eyes. But as I grow up, I realized that sometimes if we want to stop the fighting, we have to do the hardest thing to achieve peace."
"You don't mean killing them?" Gallus asked in concern.
"Yes, Gallus. We don't like it too. But for the sake of our lord and bringing peace to our land, we must do what is necessary. Don't you have one?" Clawdestroyer asked calmly.
After sometime to think about, Gallus sighed, "Yeah, I do. I want to see my friends again. I just want to back with them."
"And you will. We will achieve our goals. If we merely sit back, we will miss our opportunity. We must advance swiftly." Clawdestroyer said firmly while patted Gallus's back, "Don't worry, kid. I've got you. We'll get through it."
Navy Arrow smiled, "Yeah. We'll show them what we're made of. They're gonna wish that they wouldn't wanna mess with us. You ready, kid?"
Gallus sighed, "No. But will try."
"Good! Do it for your buddies. Do it for your girlfriend!" Navy Arrow cried happily.
"Yeah!" Gallus agreed. He yelped, "Hey! What did you say?!"
As Clawdestroyer and Navy Arrow laughed at Gallus, who grumbled and muttered angrily at them, a Griffin Scout has arrived and bowed to them.
"I bring news! An unknown army has been sighted! It's approaching rapidly." Imperial Phoenix Griffin Scout reported.
Clawdestroyer grunted, "It must be Dragoon Republic reinforcement. We'll have to keep a close eye on them."
"It's War Council time!" Navy Arrow exclaimed firmly.
Gallus sighed, "Alright, here I come..."
---------------------------------------------
Inside the main camp, Azure Phoenix and the rest of his officers were gathered for war council. The map of Mount Dragon King revealed, along with chess pieces of Azure Phoenix's and Cedric's.
"Let us begin. Report the situation," Azure Phoenix said firmly.
"According to our scout, here is where the enemy position," Axen said firmly while positioning both allied and enemy chess pieces around the map, "If we were to emerge victorious, we must defeat Cedric. But if we lost, we will force to retreat and give the enemy opportunity to take us out."
"What do you have in mind?" Azure Phoenix asked.
"We have suspicious that Dragoon Republic Reinforcement will be here to assist Cedric to repel us and their target is you. We must leave the best defense unit to protect you while the vanguard will deal with the enemies," Clawdestroyer said firmly.
"There is more," Cunning Fury said firmly as he pointed on the northeast area, "We have discovered the enemy supply depot! The supplies are the foundation of any army. If we can secure them, we will bring the enemy to its knee."
Navy Arrow scoffed, "Guess that will be our job. We'll take care of it."
"Good. Bullhound and I'll hold the enemy off here." Anger said firmly and seriously, "We won't let these rebels get in the way."
Azure Phoenix nodded, "Virtue Dragon has the followers, and he has his lands. Now, he wishes to claim more. If we allow him to seize the initiative here, we are doomed."
"We won't let that happen. Count on it," Navy Arrow said confidently.
"Gallus, are you sure you can handle it?" Twilight asked.
Gallus sighed, "I'll be fine, Headmare Twilight. I've done much worse than this."
Twilight sighed, "Alright, Gallus. Just watch yourself out there. You're on your own now."
Gallus nodded a bit, "Got it, teach..."
---------------------------------------------


Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus are now leading the vanguard, consisting of 5,000 soldiers. They all were heading straight to the supply base, where they can conquer it and crumble the enemy morale for good.
Gallus looked at the soldiers as he shown worried and uneasy especially when he's all alone.
Navy Arrow gave a pat on Gallu's back, giving out a reassuring chuckle, "Hey, kid. Just relax. Nothing to worry about. All you need to do is follow our lead. It'll be fine."
Clawdestroyer agrees as he spoke, "Agreed. As long you have us, you will be fine."
Gallus sighed, "Easy to say than done. I'd never actually lead the vanguard before. I mean I was just a student."
"Oracle Twilight's student, now you're our student. You'll be great commander. I know it." Navy Arrow explains to Gallus in confidence.
Clawdestroyer nodded, adding, "I too share the General's confidence as well. Please, do not let us down. After all, you want to impress your girlfriend."
Gallus groaned, "Why does everyone keep saying that?! Silverstream and I are just friends!"
Navy Arrow chuckled, "Yeah, right..."
The Imperial Phoenix Vanguard spent five hours of marching across the steep mountains, searching and locating the supply base. So far, they have found nothing. They all have become exhausted and tired from marching.
"Think we should take a break?" Gallus suggests to the others. "I mean we did travel far from Xuchang Palace."
"Good thinking, Commander. We'll continue our search tomorrow morning." Navy Arrow added thoughtfully. Everyone does need a rest to be fair.
"All units, camp here. We will continue our advance by morning." Clawdestroyer gives out the order, allowing everyone to put their things down and get ready to make camp for the night.
In the evening, Imperial Phoenix Army have settled down and make the camp. Most of the soldiers including the generals were resting quietly and peacefully. Some patrols were guarding and patrolling around the area.
Around the midnight, the patrols became exhausted and tired for their duty. Another group of soldiers were about to take over their place. Instead, the latter got shot by fire arrows, alerting the former to shout and cried in fear. The screams have alerted and awakened the soldiers from their sleep.They found the Cedric's Soldiers have breached and attacked them.
As the soldiers of Imperial Phoenix Army fought back, they were easily defeated and killed. This has forced Navy Arrow to call off and retreat. The Imperial Phoenix Army are forced to abandon the camp and retreat before they get themselves killed.
After managing to escape, Navy Arrow and his remaining forces have arrived and entered the valley, where they taking their break now.
Gallus groaned, "Aw man. Guys, I am so sorry. That was a bad call..."
"Cheer up, kid. Anyone make mistakes, even us. We'll get back at them, next time." Navy Arrow spoke up to Gallus. The griffin had no idea that this would happened so no really to play the blame game.
"Indeed. In fact, we should turn the tide now." Clawdestroyer urged in agreement.
"But how? I mean those guys will be on us soon. If we tried to fight, we'd be dead." Gallus points out to the two. They are no match for those creeps should they try to fight back,
Navy Arrow smirked, speaking, "Not if we distract them until we conquer the supply depot." He pointed on the north as he continues, "If they come from far north, no doubt that that's where the storehouse is. A perfect chance to root them out."
"So, we need a distraction and strike team to take on both enemy advance and supply depot?"
Navy Arrow chuckled, "Nice one, kid. I'm gonna need you to come with me and 50 soldiers. Clawdy will handle the enemy advance."
"What? You sure?" Gallus asked worried. "He'd be outnumber to fight them off."
"Do not worry, apprentice. They're about to learn why we Griffons of the North are not easy to be defeated. Go and take over the camp. We will hold the line." Clawdestroyer spoke out to Gallus in confidence.
"Alright. Let's fire it up boys." Navy Arrow orders his men.
As Clawdestroyer and the rest of 3,000 soldiers stood firmly, Navy Arrow, Gallus and their strike units climbed on the hill's to the top, where they headed straight to the enemy supply depot.
As the Cedric's Army advanced and getting close to their targets, Clawdestroyer armed himself with armored claws before make the loud battle cry.
Clawdestroyer booms out furiously, "I am Clawdestroyer, one of the Imperial Phoenix Generals! If you wish to claim my head, then come and take it. I dare you all to try!"
The enemy soldiers charged and attacked Clawdestroyer, who swiftly and fiercely attacking the enemies while evaded and dodged the attacks. His Griffon Soldiers joined in and helped their general to repel them.
-------------------------------------------
Navy Arrow, Gallus and their strike team rushed to the very north, where they found and located the garrison, which has little soldiers to guard the supply depot.
Navy Arrow smiled as he spoke out, "Okay, kid. Ready to rock? Is that how you guys said in your timeline?"
Gallus smirked, laughing, "Oh yeah! Rock your world!"
As signaled, Navy Arrow and his strike team jumped off the cliff while sliding down it. They jumped and attacked the enemies. They have managed to defeated the commander and even the enemy troops.
Navy Arrow approached to the banner, exclaiming, "Hey, kid! Want to do the honor?"
Gallus cheered, "Yeah!"
Gallus jumped and cut down the banner's stick, bringing it down to the ground. He gave the loud battle cry, causing his warriors to cheers.
"Nice work, kid." Navy Arrow spoke in approval.
Navy Arrow lighted up his arrow before lifting up to sky. He released, causing the arrow shot to the sky.
-------------------------------------------
Clawdestroyer and his vanguards did their best to hold the lines against the enemy troops. Spotting the arrow flying straight to the sky, Clawdestroyer yelled out loud as he led his army to charge and push the enemy lines at once until Navy Arrow and his allies have arrived and attacked the enemies from behind.
With the enemies have been defeated, Clawdestroyer and his allies gave the loud cheers as they have won the first battle.
"Nice work, kid. You deserve it. Take the bow!" Navy Arrow exclaims to Gallus.
Clawdestroyer nodded as he agrees, "Indeed. Victory is yours."
Gallus couldn't help but feel proud as he bowed to his army, who gave the cheers to him.
----------------------
Azure Phoenix and his main army remained behind at the main camp, waiting for the word from the vanguard. While Axen was guarding his lord, Anger and Bullhound were fighting and engaging the alliance of Cedric's and Dragoon Republic Army. Two warriors were fierce and determined to hold and push the enemy line as hard as they can. Twilight, Cunning Fury and Woren were with their lord.
Imperial Phoenix Scout has arrived. He bowed humbly as he reports, "My lord, I bring news! Navy Arrow and his units have defeated the enemy forces! Commander Gallus has taken the supply depot.
Twilight in surprise ask, "He did?"
"How interesting. So, putting Gallus under the command of General Navy Arrow and Clawdestroyer have proven useful as I thought, without some distraction." Cunning Fury spoke out in thought.
Woren nodded as he added, "Yes. I thought the same thing as well, but dare not give the advice."
"Either way, push the enemy straight to fortress now! It is time to take over Mount Dragon King! Axen, signal the rest to push the enemy force back!" Azure Phoenix exclaims, giving out the order.
Axen bowed, exclaiming, "Lord!"
Axen gotten on his Dragon Steed as he joined his allies to fight and led the charge against the large army of Cedric's and Republic Dragoon Nation. Anger and Bullhound joined and followed their friend as they have defeated and killed the commanders and drove the enemy off.
After witnessing their commanders got killed, Dragon Republic Army was forced to retreat and returned to Shu Province while most of Cedric's Army was forced to surrender to Azure Phoenix's.
With the morale raised high, Imperial Phoenix Main Army charged straight to the main fortress, where they rendezvous with Navy Arrow's unit to lay the siege on the fortress, which has taken them for ten days. They're now marching straight to Mount Dragon King's area.
----------------------
At the palace of Mount Dragon King, Silver Shill's lookalike worn the purple ministry robe looked nervous and worried as he received the reports of Imperial Phoenix Army has conquered most of his territory and the main fortress. He was panicking frantically and fearfully about the situation.
Cedric yelped, "What am I gonna do now?! He's coming here much faster than before! There must be something we can do prevent him coming here! Please tell me a way!"
Cedric's Advisor spoke out calmly, "My lord, there is a way. Why not ask General Decker Reaper to engage the enemy. After all, he's the most fierce and strong warrior we ever had!"
Cedric's Lieutenant ask skeptically, "Him? Why him? Can he be trusted?"
"Why would you say that?"
"If he's anything like his former master, then General Decker would likely to betray and join the enemy's side. He cannot be sent off!"
Cedric's Advisor sighed, "Justice Tackle is so easy to manipulate for the sake of revenge but not his loyal general. And also, may I remind you that General Decker was ill before he could join his master to engage the enemy. So, we should be lucky that he is with us."
Cedric sighed, "Are you certain that you can take care of him?"
Decker bowed humbly as he spoke, "I will give it all. Rest assure, my master, I will not let them off easily."
"Go forth and defeat them! Show them what you're made of!"
Decker bowed again, exclaiming, "At once!"
-------------------------------------------
As ordered, Decker Reaper set out at once, leading the army of 10,000 soldiers to the battlefield. They all emerged out from Mount Dragon King's city. They all marched straight to the battlefield, where they met the Imperial Phoenix Army.
"I am General Decker Reaper! The Might Mace Warrior! Who dare to challenge me?! Come forth now!" Decker demands furiously to the enemy.
Woren scoffed, "Such arrogance! Somepony teach him now!"
Gallus looked excited as he spoke up, "I'll do it!"
Clawdestroyer pulled Gallus back, insisting, "Stay here, apprentice. You're not ready for the great challenger!"
"But sir-!"
Clawdestroyer firmly and calmly insisted, "Remain here. I don't want to see you get hurt." He turn to Decker, exclaiming, "I shall challenge you! Come forth!"
Nudged his Dragon Steed, Clawsdestroyer charged straight at Decker Reaper, who is armed with his mace. Both of them charged and engaged the fierce duel. They both swung and struck their weapons at each other fiercely and determinedly for few rounds. As Decker struck his mace at Clawdestroyer, the latter dodged and flew over where he swung at his claws at him. Instead, he got swung and thrown off to the ground hard.
And just before Decker could do anything, Axen roared out as he charged and rammed his enemy off. Both of them swung and struck their blades against each other fiercely for few rounds. Both of them have barely dodge the attacks from each other. They both clashed for the moment while glaring at each other. Decker gave him a headbutt before swung and knocked Axen off from his ride.
Bullhound roared out loud as he charged while Navy Arrow fired his arrows at Decker, who blocked and deflected the arrows off. Bullhound rammed him off to the ground. He jumped and attacked Decker, who fought back while deflecting and blocking the arrows from Navy Arrow. Decker has proven himself to be strong and swift in blocking and fighting the enemies off. Bullhound thrown his mace as he charged at Decker, who grabbed and thrown him off Navy, who yelped in shock and surprise by the attack.
Four of Imperial Phoenix Officers managed to recover from the surprise attack. They all charged and attacked Decker, who armed and swung his mace in knocking and deflecting four of them off. They managed to recover and fight back at once. He has proven strong enough to hold them off.
"Hoo boy, this guy is strong." Gallus spoke out in worry. "I don't think we will beat this guy right now." 
Even Azure Phoenix agrees to this. He turns to a soldier, ordering quickly, "Sound the gong! Order the retreat now!"
As commanded, the soldier beat the gong, commanding Navy Arrow and his colleagues to abandon the duel and escape. The Imperial Phoenix Army turned and withdraw from the fight at once.
Decker hummed, "They will be back. I will be waiting..."
----------------
Azure Phoenix and his main army managed to retreat and return to the camp. He and his officers gathered inside the camp as they're discussing about Decker Reaper.
Bullhound hummed, "That guy's tough and strong too."
Navy Arrow spoke in agreement, "No kidding. Not every soldier can dodge my arrow."
Clawdestroyer nodded, adding, "Or even overcome my agility either. He's indeed an impressive fighter."
"Yes. We should recruit him to join us, even though he once worked for Justice Tackle." Axen spoke out in thought. If they get this guy on their side...
"With all due respect, do we have to recruit almost everyone who hates us to our side?" Twilight asked Axen, making him glare at her.
"Do you got any other way?"
"No, I guess not...."
"Is there anyway we can recruit him to join us?" Azure Phoenix asked for any advice.
Woren smiled as he suggests, "My lord, I have the idea. We can bribed one of Cedric's advisor, who has proven himself to be greedy and corrupted to help us turn everyone against him."
Cunning Fury nodded, adding, "Cedric may have been calm and noble leader, but quick to judge ponies easily. Once he judged wrongly on him, we must treat him well like a new recruit. Decker will join us."
"But do so, we need a spy to help us complete it."
"I have someone in mind."
"Really? Who is this spy?" Azure Phoenix asked the two, wondering who the two have in mind for the right spy for the job.
Cunning Fury smiled, answering, "Liberty Vengeance. She will complete her mission."
Everyone turned and looked at the entrance, where they found a cloaked pony entered the camp. She removed her hood, revealing herself to be Tempest-lookalike with some scars over eyes and her horn was broken worn navy-silver colored armor bowed to the ground.
"Tempest?" Twilight asked in surprise, recognizing the soldier.
"Tempest" just scoffed at Twilight as she answers, "I do not know who you are, but my name is Liberty Vengeance. I am just mercenary. I was told that Justice Tackle is among Republic Dragoon Nation. Is it true?"
"Yes, it is. What is he to you?" Azure Phoenix asked Liberty curiously.
Liberty narrowed her angry eyes, snarling, "Revenge. He destroyed my clan and my home. I want to take him out personally, my lord."
Azure Phoenix smiled calmly as he spoke, "Serve me well, Lady Vengeance. We will launch the invasion on Shu Province. You will have revenge on him."
Liberty nodded, bowing as she spoke once more, "As you wish. I will take care of it..."
-------------------


At late night time, Liberty Vengeance was sent out to begin and complete her mission. She has managed to sneak pass many garrison guards and patrols, who were a bit of tired and sleeping during their guard duty. She arrived at the Mount Dragon King's Castle Walls. She took out her grappling hook and ropes. While swinging it very hard, she threw it up to the top of castle's walls. She climbed up to the top. Spotted two guards were about to check on their sides, she quickly jumped over and killed them at once, with her knife. She then removed their armors, and worn them at once.
Liberty Vengeance headed out to the palace, began her search for the greedy minister. And at the same time, she has to avoid suspicious from the soldiers or even make the scene. After hours of searching within the palace, she came across to sly and greedy Griffon Minister, who was about to enter the palace. She approached and held him from going inside. He turned and looked at her.
"What do you want?!" Greedy Minister demanded. Liberty remained silent as she took out the letter and passed it to him. He took and read the message. He hummed amusingly, "Alright, I'll do it. Tell Prime Minister that it will be done."
Liberty Vengeance bowed humbly. She turned and make her escape before the soldiers and guards find out about their two missing soldiers. She made the way back to where she came from. She climbed down the walls and headed to the forest, which led her back to Imperial Phoenix Army.
-------------------------------------------
Upon returning to the main camp, Liberty Vengeance stood before Azure Phoenix and the rest of his military officers. She bowed humbly to the ground.
"Prime Minister, the plan is set," Liberty Vengeance said firmly.
Azure Phoenix smiled amusingly, "Perfect..."
-------------------------------------------
On the next day, Decker Reaper emerged out from his quarter. He headed straight to the throne chamber, where he found Cedric and Greedy Minister were discussing. He also noticed how angry and furious Cedric when he glared at him. The soldiers emerged and surrounded him.
"What is the meaning of this?!" Decker demanded angrily.
"Decker Reaper! You are under arrest!" Cedric exclaimed in anger and fury, shocking Decker. He continued, "For accepting the bribe from our enemies! You will pay for deception and betrayal! Execute him!"
Decker gasped, "No! You can't be serious! This is a mistake! I didn't accept any bribe from them! Honest!"
Cedric groaned, "I've heard enough! Kill him!"
Cedric's Advisor spoke up, "My lord, don't! Lord Decker is a loyal and strong retainer! He would never betray us! Whoever told you about him accepting the bribe, it can't be true!" Cedric groaned in annoyance. He continued, "My lord, if you allow him to go and challenge the enemies, I am certain that he will prove to us that he is loyal to you, not them!"
Cedric shown distrust and uneasy as well. He sighed, "Very well. I'll let him go, but I am expecting him to win. If he lose, then I will execute him!"
Decker groaned in frustration while bowed to the ground, "As you command, my lord..." He got up and walked away from the throne chamber. He was preparing his army for the upcoming battle. He muttered, "How dare he threaten me like a prisoner?! Perhaps, Lord Justice Tackle make the wise decision of leaving this unit behind..."
-------------------------------------------
Decker led his army of 10,000 Soldiers in marching and heading straight to the battlefield. During the march, some of his soldiers and officers were whispering and muttering about him being a traitor to Azure Phoenix. The rumors frustrated and annoyed him a lot as he hated some ponies spreading rumors about him. He is having a second thoughts of leaving the army, and find new places to go.
They meet up and facing off Liberty Vengeance, who is leading the vanguards of 5,000 soldiers. She was accompanied by Navy Arrow, Axen, Clawdestroyer and Gallus. They all stood before the enemy forces. Resented of mistreated and accused, Decker put his ill-feelings aside as he prepared for the next battle.
"Who wish to challenge me? Come forth!" Decker demanded firmly.
Nudging her Dragon Steed to move out, Liberty Vengeance called out, "I am Liberty Vengeance. I challenge you to a duel! Prepare yourself!"
"A mare?! Is this a joke?!"
"What is the matter? Are you afraid to lose to a mare?"
Decker scoffed, "It is not an honorable way to treat a mare like dirt. But if you insist of a challenge, I accept it!"
Decker gave a loud battle cry as he charged straight to Liberty Vengeance, who remained calm and firm, ready to engage him. As he swung his mace at her, she quickly jumped over tit before kicked at him from the back. He grunted a bit from the attack. He turned and swung his mace at her. By using her speed and agility, she blocked and evaded the attacks for couple of times. As he moved his steed back a bit, he then charged straight at her. She charged. Both of them began their fierce engaging sword fighting at each other for few times. Both of them are equally matched.
Axen whistled, "What a mare..."
"No kidding. She's quite the fighter," Navy Arrow agreed.
"Shouldn't we do something?" Gallus asked hopefully.
"Patient, apprentice. Wait for Lady Liberty's signal, and then we shall strike," Clawdestroyer said calmly.
Both Liberty Vengeance and Decker continued their fierce duel for few times. They distanced themselves from each other. Waiting for the right moment, they both charged and had the clashed of their blades for the moment. She then smirked amusingly, making him confused and concerned. She thrust her blades against his to back off. She threw couple of firecrackers on the ground, causing it to explode, blinding him. As soon as the smoke dispersed, Decker and his army found Liberty Vengeance and her army make their escape.
Decker grunted, hating his enemies escaping in the middle of duel, nudged his dragon steed to give chase after them. His army followed them from behind. For fives meters away from the Mount Dragon King's base, they're far away from their allies yet they're close to the enemy base. They arrived at the valley, where they found Axen, standing alone before the enemy forces. They even found the large main camp ahead of them as well.
"I am Axen, Defender of Imperial Phoenix Army! Come and face me!" Axen demanded firmly.
"Alone to face me?" Decker asked curiously, "This shouldn't be hard as I thought. Attack!"
As ordered, Decker and his army charged straight at Axen. The warrior remained firm and stand still as he wasn't afraid of the army or even the warrior himself. At the right moment, he raised and slammed his long axe on the ground hard, causing some cracks to spread towards at them. The ground shaken and broke the cracks into pieces, bringing down Decker and his army. As signalled, Navy Arrow and his team emerged out from their hiding. They all armed and aimed their weapons at their enemies.
Liberty Vengeance emerged out from the camp's entrance. She glanced at Decker, who grunted and struggled to get out of the pit. She smiled, "Checkmate..."
-------------------------------------------
Inside the Imperial Phoenix Main Camp, Liberty Vengeance and her team arrived and entered the camp, bringing along with Decker and the rest of his soldiers as their prisoners. They then bowed before Azure Phoenix.
"Liberty Vengeance, well done. I am impressed." Azure Phoenix commented calmly. He stood up and approached to Decker, "General Decker Reaper or also known as 'The Mace'. You're truly an amazing and fierce warrior, commented by my generals. I can see why."
Decker groaned, "What do you want? Finish me. I am defeated."
"Because of the rumors about you accepting my bribes? Ridiculous. What kind of lord would accept it and mistreat the best and strong warrior like you? Such despicable and dishonorable of him..."
"H-How did-?!"
"I apologize for terrible deception to turn them on you. However, I want to show you that your warlord is not intelligent and can't differentiate between rumors and facts. You deserve a better lord than him. I am the one, who you can depend on. If you do not wish to join me because of the past, then you may leave and die as a warrior."
Decker, impressed by Azure Phoenix's speech, commented, "Incredible. Could I have been wrong from the start?"
"Tell me, Decker, what is your answer?" Azure Phoenix asked calmly.
Decker sighed calmly, "I accept your offer. I am willing to join you, my lord."
Azure Phoenix smiled in pleased as he approached and removed the rope from Decker's. He spoke, "Welcome to the Imperial Phoenix Army, Decker Reaper. I will need your advice and consultant to defeat them. Tell me what can be done."
Decker nodded, "Yes, my lord. Allow me."
-------------------------------------------
With Decker Reaper joined the Imperial Phoenix Army, he, acted as colonel and consultant, provided the information behind Mount Dragon King's defense and garrisons. With it, Imperial Phoenix Army have launched full scale assault on the castle. Both Decker Reaper and Liberty Vengeance led the army to assault and conquer most of the garrisons, as well as reasoning and negotiating with most of tribe leaders and ponies to surrender to the Imperial Phoenix Army. It has taken them for three months to complete their mission. Eventually, they managed to force Cedric and his forces to surrender, without starting the fight. 
Imperial Phoenix Army are now inside the Mount Dragon King's Castle Throne Chamber. As Azure Phoenix showed mercy and presented the titles to the surrendered soldiers, he ordered Liberty Vengeance to personally execute the Greedy Minister.
"Congratulation, my lord, we have conquered Mount Dragon King. It is the greatest day for our big achievement," Cunning Fury commented calmly.
Anger nodded, "Don't Forget. Navy Arrow and his team especially Gallus, Decker and Liberty did a pretty job well."
Azure Phoenix sighed while sitting down on his chair, "Yes, Anger. You are right about that. All of you have done well. Henceforth, Navy Arrow and Clawdestroyer shall be appointed as the General Who Attacks The West and General Who Fear No Death. Gallus shall be awarded as Commander of the Hawkeye. I applaud to both Decker and Liberty Vengeance for their assistance. You have done well."
"Thank you, my lord!" Navy Arrow and his team bowed humbly.
"Since we have conquered this land, it is time for us to push forward. Let us move and take over the Shu Province while we have the chance!" Woren exclaimed pleasingly.
Anger nodded firmly, "Indeed. It is time to avenge our defeat from Red Cliff!"
"No..." Azure Phoenix said firmly, shocking his generals. He continued, "Just because we have conquered this land, doesn't mean we should rush and conquer our enemy's territory at ease. There could be danger ahead of us."
"But my lord, this is an opportunity you cannot waste! We must march out now!" Cunning Fury insisted firmly.
Anger nodded, "Cousin, please, give the word now! I will lead the army and take them down by myself if I have to!"
"I said 'No'!" Azure Phoenix said firmly, "Last time when we engage the enemies at the Red Cliff, we have let our guard down and underestimate their capabilities and strength, leading to our defeat. We will not make the same mistakes again. I have no doubt that Skysoar has prepared the ambush and traps for us. It is best that we wait until the enemies are weakened and a right time to strike. If anyone who dared to go against my order, shall be executed."
Though disappointed and annoyed that they couldn't advance and engage the enemies, Imperial Phoenix Army decided not to go against their lord's order, "Understood..."
"Lord Azure... Why?" Twilight asked in concern and confusion, "This isn't like you to miss this opportunity..."
END...
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		Chapter 37: Guardians of the Southern Eagle Fort



[Enter Three Kingdoms Theme Song]
Twilight Sparkle and her friends screamed wildly as they entered into the Book of Ages. As they landed on the ground, they came across the Ancient Land of Ma. They all entered it as they're ready to face it. They witnessed the land was in turmoil as Imperial Court argued with each other while civil war broke out between peasants, rebels, imperials, warriors, nobles, warlords, ministers and even the Emperor.
Stallion: Through the storm,
Through the darkness,
The once peaceful kingdom
Lost its Love and Harmony
Turn into grief despair
Virtue Dragon, Blade Dragoon and Warpath Temper prayed and bowed down before the altar as they make a vow of sworn brotherhood. They joined up with various brave and compassion warriors in journeying across the land to help troubled ponies.
Azure Phoenix stood on the Imperial Palace's entrance as he held his sword up high proudly as his Imperial Phoenix Army. His army cheered wildly and proudly. They all went from territory to territory for conquest and control of the land.
Claw Tiger smiled proudly as he led his Tiger Warriors to deal with rebels. As he was dying, Claw Tiger passed the sword to his eldest son, Brave Tiger. Brave Tiger led his warriors in reclaiming Wuhu River for his clan. As he died, he passed to Courage Tiger as the new Leader of Kingdom.
Stallion: The destiny is now yours
To change its course and fate.
Heaven and Earth chose you to fulfill its purpose
Virtue Dragon helped ponies as well as showing kindness and compassion. His warriors of Western Dragon Kingdom fought bravely and determinedly to defend the innocent.
Stallion: A hero with benevolent heart
Desires a land of virtue.
Azure Phoenix recruited more of warriors and strategists under his banner. He led the Imperial Phoenix Kingdom army across the land for conquest and world domination of empire.
Stallion: A hero with great ambition
Desired a land of power and talents
Courage Tiger was in great doubt and pain about his past. Nevertheless, he stood proudly on Water Tiger military naval ship, along with others. He was leading them to defend his home.
Stallion: A hero with courageous fangs
Desired a land of unity.
Three kingdoms marched into the battlefield as they all charged into it as they began battled with each other fiercely and firmly.
Stallion: Pray its Terror Ends,
Hope the Peace Returns
Twilight Sparkle and her friends witnessed the holographic form of history records about the heroes and villains from Qin Dynasty Era into the Three Kingdoms Era. They were amazed and shocked, but sometimes angered and upset while others - pained and despair.
Stallion & Chorus: Oh, Great Warriors of the Heaven
Save us from the Demon God's Hell
May you guide us to Paradise Land
Where no blood shall ever shed again
Azure Phoenix and Han Zero stood before Royal Sisters. Both sides held each other hooves for the moment before the princesses disappeared from sights, including Han Zero. Azure Phoenix slowly turned and faced his two biggest rivals - Virtue Dragon and Courage Tiger. Three Rulers held anc crossed each other's their swords up proudly. It created the magical aura forms of Greenish Dragon, Bluish Phoenix and Crimson Tiger stood up and roared wildly as the mightiest warriors in Land of Ma!
Stallion & Chorus: Whenever we're in grave danger,
You braved to bring us home
Your deeds will not be Forgotten
Your Tale becomes Legend
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic - Mystic History

---------------------------------------------
Chapter 37: Guardians of the Southern Eagle Fort

"Thanks to the effort of Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus, the lands of Mount Dragon King now belonged to Azure Phoenix. However, there were three kingdoms vying for control of the land. By attacking one, you merely left yourself open to be attacked by the other." Narrator narrated.
Received the latest report from Mount Dragon King, both Virtue Dragon and his allies were alerted and feared that Azure Phoenix would launched full-scale invasion on their land when they just conquered and barely made some preparation for defense and invasion. Skysoar then gave the idea that could save their kingdoms and turn the tide against him.
"Threatened by Azure Phoenix's move, the fledgling nation of Dragoon Republic turned to Water Tiger Clan for the assistance. Courage Tiger was determined to strike Azure Phoenix from behind, Water Tiger Clan moved its army to north. At Dragoon Republic's behest, they advanced their forces to Southern Eagle Fort. The bulk of Imperial Phoenix Army were concentrated in Mount Dragon King, leaving their defenses in Southern Eagle Fort thin. Unfortunately, Water Tiger no longer had the brilliance of Riverstrike and cautious  of Sam LaMarche, who recently passed away from his heart attack, to guide them. However, in this battle, a new bond of allegiance would be formed..."
Skysoar has written the letter. And so, the message was delivered to the Tiger Palace. After receiving and reading the letter, Courage Tiger summoned and gathered both officials and advisors at the throne chamber for discussion. He revealed his answer. Some of them agreed and enthusiasm about his answers. Others were weary and suspicious about it.
"My lord are your sure about this?" Trip asked in concern, "I know we are in alliance, but this attack on Southern Eagle Fort..."
"Is entirely to their benefit, I know. " Courage Tiger said seriously, "They probably have their sights set on Mount Dragon King. It does not matter. If we must include Virtue Dragon in order to destabilize Azure Phoenix, then so be it."
Wiserton nodded calmly, "My lord has made the wise decision. Once we conquered that land, the enemy will turn their attention back to us. By luck, we should march all the way to Xuchang Palace."
“And do more of this war thing. Oh, the damage it does to my mane.” Rarity sighs sadly.
“Give it a rest.” Pirate Scythe snapped at Rarity in annoyance.
Trip sighed, "I see. Give and take, as they say."
"I agreed. I don't like this as much as you do," Thunderbold said calmly while patted his shoulder, "For the sake of our kingdoms, we must put our difference with our allies aside to achieve it."
Courage Tiger sighed, "Though I must admit, I don't like the fact that we are doing the giving first."
"Regardless, my lord, if we do succeeded this mission, Dragoon Republic will return the favor to us," Wiserton said humbly.
"I assure you, my lord. They will do no such thing," Rarity said firmly, "And believe me, if they attempt to do something foolishly, our friends will teach them a lesson."
“As she say, right.”
“And yep, there’s some other details left to think about.” Courage Tiger said seriously.
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "Hah! Who cares about the details? Just point me at the fighting and let me charge into the fray!"
Trip groaned while glaring at Pirate Scythe, "Hah! You hothead. How about trying to use that brain of yours for once."
"Please, Trip and Pirate Pony mustn't fight!" Yona insisted.
“Right, shouldn’t we find another way?” Rarity pleaded.
"Actually, Scythe makes a good point." Hammerrod said firmly, "The enemy defense is being led by Bladestrike himself. Both determination and focus will be required to win."
"Yes. He was known to the the Blade of the Phoenix. We must be weary of him," Wiserton said in concern, "He is the reason of helping our target escaped..."
Courage Tiger hummed calmly, "Hm. True enough. It will take full might of Water Tiger to achieve victory. We shall march now!"
Water Tiger bowed humbly and firmly, "LORD!"
---------------------------------------------
"Amid the commotion within the camp, the Imperial Phoenix ranks were blessed with the presence of Bladestrike. He was determined to defend Southern Eagle Fort by any means of necessary, and would not give up without a fight. As the Water Tiger Army closed in, his blade stood firm, glistering in sunlight.And the legend which would be told for generation to come was about to begin..."
As the large army consisting of 100,000 soldiers, Water Tiger Army marched straight to the north - Southern Eagle Fort, guarded and patrolled by Bladestrike and his units. Eventually, he has received the reports that the enemy forces are advancing towards the fortress. He was informed that they're invading the supply depot base. He gathered the rest of his military officers including Heatwave, Silverstream and Nyx for discussion.
"That doesn't sound good..." Heatwave said in concern.
"We should do something now," Silverstream suggested.
"Agreed," Bladestrike said firmly, "We must reinforce the supply depot at once! We cannot afford to lose it!"
"With all due respect, sir," Blazefist gritted his teeth dryly, "Our mission is to defend the fortress, not go and engage them."
"He has the point," Laxtinct agreed.
Blazefist said firmly, "Therefore, it is best that we maintain the defense here and wait for the reinforcement."
Bladestrike glared at Blazefist, "Unless we strike back, the castle will fall. I for one am not afraid to give my life for the good of my kingdom! What about you?"
"I am not going a suicide mission with you!" Blazefist snarled.
Bladestrike scoffed angrily, "You have a lot to think about. I'm going out to save the supply depot, with or without your help! As the officer to Imperial Phoenix Army, our duty is to defend our fortress and repel our enemies. No matter the cost!"
Bladestrike marched out from the meeting chamber. Both Silverstream and Nyx looked uneasy and worried about the situation. Snaptrap turned and glared at Blazefist and Laxtinct, who shrugged a bit.
Snaptrap sighed, "Idiot..."
---------------------------------------------
Pirate Scythe was leading the army of 5,000 Vanguards straight to the supply depot base. The Imperial Phoenix Soldiers struggled yet endured to hold the enemy line as long as they can. They fiercely fought back and repel them as long as they can until reinforcement come. Unfortunately for them, Pirate Scythe was leading the assault as he fiercely and wildly climbed up the ladders to the top, where he engaged and defeated most of them. The Water Tiger Soldiers including Rainbow, Carrie and Yona cheered out wildly and happily as they followed their leader to fight and defeat most of them. Eventually, they have managed to conquer the supply depot.
Bladestrike was leading his 800 Soldiers, heading straight to the supply depot. The scout has arrived and dropped to the ground, making a report.
"General, I bring news!" Imperial Phoenix Scout reported, "The Supply Depot has been captured!"
"What?! No!" Bladestrike asked in shock, "Damn it!"
---------------------------------------------
In nighttime, Water Tiger Clan were cheering and celebrating wildly and happily for their first victory over conquering the supply depot. Most of them were enjoying their dinner and even their own wine drinks especially Rainbow Dash and Aqua. Trip wasn't very much of enjoying the celebration as he was glaring at Pirate Scythe.
“Oh yeah! We totally rocked!” Rainbow remarked with a laugh of victory.
“Right, if anything goes well, we could get our pals back in no time.” Carrie remarked in agreement.
“And how!”
Thunderbold stood up as he raised his wine cup, "Well done, everyone. We have succeeded our first battle of capturing the garrison! All thanks to General Pirate Scythe!" Everyone cheered and applauded happily and wildly. He smiled and continued, "Rest assure, my friends. As soon as we conquer Southern Eagle Fort, the sooner we take down the Imperial Phoenix's Capital City for good! A toast to victory and to Pirate Scythe!"
"YEAH!" Everyone cheered out wildly and happily.
"Thanks everyone. I appreciate that..." Pirate Scythe commented happily. Suddenly, a cup was thrown at his face, shocking everyone else. He groaned, "Hey! How the hell did that to me?!"
Trip scoffed, "You don't deserve the victory! You might as well die in battlefield!"
Everyone gasped in shock and disbelief of what Trip has said.
"Now, now, everyone, let's not get hasty," Carrie explained calmly and firmly.
“Right, pony should calm down.” Yona comments in agreement with the human.
“Don’t do anything I wouldn’t like to do.” Ocellus spoke out in worry, this can get nasty in a hurry!
"You really want to pick a fight with a big boy, kid?" Pirate Scythe asked annoyingly, "You really think that you can take me down? You think your old man can do that?!"
Trip groaned, "You take that back!"
And just before Pirate Scythe could do anything, Trip jumped and slammed on him to the ground. Both of them began their fierce fights with each other. Most of the soldiers cheered for the fights while others tried to stop it. Thunderbold shouted and demanded them to stop. Aqua and Rainbow dragged and pulled Pirate Scythe while Carrie, Yona and Ocellus held Trip down. 
"That is enough!" Courage Tiger shouted angrily as he and Hammerrod arrived at the scene. They all silenced at once. He continued, "I thought I told you both to knock it off. We're the army and team. We must work together and united as one to overcome the odds, not against each other. Understand?"
Pirate Scythe grunted, "Got it, boss..."
"Forget it. As long he's here, I'm not gonna work with you!" Trip snapped angrily as he walked away from the tent.
"Trip..." Hammerrod said in concern, "He still couldn't let go of his anger and pride over his father's death."
"Anything we can help him out?" Carrie asked in concern.
“Right, this could be the death of him.” Ocellus spoke out in concern.
Courage Tiger sighed, "Leave him be. But I'd be appreciate that someone stay close to him, and make sure he doesn't do anything stupid during our fight. We need everyone to work and win this fight."
"Yona do it!" Yona volunteered, "Yona's happy to help."
"Alright, kid. Just make sure that you don't do something stupid," Hammerrod said firmly.
Yona saluted, "Yona understands!"
---------------------------------------------
Bladestrike has returned to Southern Eagle Fort. He was furiously disappointed and angry for not only lose the supply depot, but also at his own lieutenants for refusing to cooperate and work with him to defeat the enemies. He was inside his own quarter for timing out and thinking. He heard the knock. He turned and found Sliverstream and Nyx have arrived and entered the quarter.
"What is it?" Bladestrike asked firmly.
"Please don't be mad at them. They didn't mean to make you angry," Silverstream explained calmly, "Don't know why they're mad at you. I'm sure they-!"
Bladestrike scoffed, "You can stop defending them. I already know what their problem is. They don't trust me since I worked for Devil Destroyer. I would do the same thing to anyone working for the enemy."
“Well, that shouldn’t be the only thing.” Silverstream comments, making Nyx sighs. “What?”
Nyx spoke, "Still, Mr. Bladestrike, you and them are the team now, not enemies. Azure Phoenix entrusted you guys to defend this base."
"You can tell that to them," Bladestrike scoffed angrily. He and the children heard the knock. They turned and found a scout has arrived and presented the box to him. He looked surprise as he took and looked at it, "What is this?"
"A box from our Prime Minister. He said that it will help you," Imperial Phoenix Scout reported.
"Open the box when the enemy come," Bladestrike read it out loud. Since Water Tiger Clan are already here, he opened the box and found the letter in it. He took it out. He read it, "Bladestrike and Laxtinct Offense, Blazefist Defense."
"W-What does it means?" Silverstream asked in concern.
Nyx hummed in concern, "Knowing Azure Phoenix, he thinks that two fierce and strong officers should take the enemy force down while the one should stay behind to defend the base, though I'm not sure about Blazefist and Laxtinct since they're not what Azure Phoenix described."
Bladestrike hummed suspiciously, "Or maybe, he wanted us to work together. I am willing to do so..."
---------------------------------------------
Bladestrike gathered his allies at the war council room. He shown the letter to his allies. They read it out. They all muttered in concern and uncertainty.
"It's high risk..." Snaptrap said in concern, "How would you proceed?"
Bladestrike narrowed his determined eyes, "We will follow what our lord has suggested. Major and I will engage the enemies while Blazefist remain here to assist Snaptrap to defend the base. Are we clear?"
Blazefist remained silent while glaring at Bladestrike. Snaptrap sighed, "Like I said, it's high risk to take."
"Maybe we should stay here and defend the base," Laxtinct suggested, "I mean we should play defense than offense. And not to mention, we're outnumbered! We don't stand a chance against them!"
Blazefist scoffed, "Why should we? I mean Bladestrike thinks he can take them down, and I'd say let him have it!"
Silverstream yelped, "Come on! This isn't right! We should work together, not-!"
"If you two don't work with me now, then our home and capital city will fall!" Bladestrike snapped angrily, "If I were you, I'd put your goddamn pride and problem aside now! Because if you don't, then all of you are cowards and useless for not thinking of our kingdom! I will fight them by myself if I have to. I don't care of glory nor redemption, but I'm doing this to honor our lord and our fallen allies! No matter the cost, I will fight till the end!"
Everyone was shocked and surprised by his comments. 
“Well, that shut them up!” Nyx joked a bit, making Silverstream giggled a bit.
“Right, hopefully now you ponies can get the idea.” Silverstream remarks in agreement over this.
Felt ashamed of himself, Blazefist sighed, "You're right, sir. I shouldn't think like that. I am ready to fight."
"So, am I!" Laxtinct supported.
Bladestrike smiled, "Thank you, everyone."
Snaptrap chuckled amusingly, "This is where the fun begins."
"This is how it goes," Bladestrike said firmly as he explained his plan to his team of how they can defeat their enemies.
--------------------------------------------


By dawn, Courage Tiger marched and led out his Water Tiger army to the Southern Eagle Fort. While continuing their march on the road to their targeted destination, they found no sign of enemy troops. This makes things very easy for them.
Thunderbold and Hammerrod were leading the vanguards while Courage Tiger remained behind with his large army.
Hammerrod spoke up, "No sign of the enemies. That's very unusual..."
Thunderbold hummed in concern, "Agreed. This could be a trap."
"Or perhaps the enemy has gotten new prepared for all of us...."
"Either way, you and Trip remain behind to guard our lord. Yona and Carrie should go with them as well. Lady Aqua and Rainbow take on the western castle while Scythe and I will take care of the east. We'll get the job done."
All bowed as they exclaims, "Understood!"
Hammerrod, Trip, Yona and Carrie returned to the main unit as they have to protect and guard Courage Tiger's live. Thunderbold and Pirate Scythe headed to the east while Aqua and Rainbow moved to the west.
Spotting the squadron of enemy troops led by Heatwave from the eastern castle, Thunderbold and Pirate Scythe charged and engaged them at once.
Aqua and Rainbow have arrived at the western castle's outskirt, where they found Blazefist and Silverstream were standing before them.
"Blazefist..." Aqua acknowledged with a nod.
Blazefist spoke out softly in return, "Aqua... And Rainbow Dash..."
Silverstream cheered, "Hi!"
"Never thought that we have to fight you again." Rainbow spoke out inc oncern.
Blazefist responds sternly, "Me neither. But as the officer of Imperial Phoenix Army, I will not let any of you pass me and enter the castle! You will have to fight me!"
Aqua sighed, "Wouldn't have another way, pal."
Blazefist and Aqua screamed out loud as they both charged and engaged a fierce duel. Rainbow and Silverstream led their soldiers to fight and engage each other, though they both did their best to evade and dodge from fighting each other.
Blazefist and Aqua have swung and struck their weapons at each other for couple of times. They then clashed for the moment. They then departed at once. He swung and struck his Falcon Spear at her. She barely and struggled to dodge and evade the attacks by head and body for ten times. She managed to jump over to his back, where she punched at him. She was about to strike her Tiger Claw at him, but missed due to him barely moved to his left before kicked her off. Both of them continued swinging and striking their weapons at each other for few times.
As Aqua kicked Blazefist back, she quickly jumped and struck her blade at him. He rolled up to his back. He gave the loud battle cry.
"Fall back now! Fall back!" Blazefist ordered his men sternly,
As commanded, Blazefist and his units quickly abandoned their fights with Aqua's unit. They all ran off and headed straight back to the eastern castle. This shocked and surprised Aqua and Rainbow.
"What was that about?" Rainbow ask Aqua in concern. Something just isn't right here.
"No idea. But let's give chase. We're almost there!" Aqua exclaims to Rainbow in determination.
Aqua, Rainbow and their vanguard units gave chase after Blazefist's Unit.
Thunderbold and Pirate Scythe led their own vanguards of fighting and defeating most of the enemy troops. Heatwave make the loud whistle, signalling his own army to retreat at once.
Pirate Scythe cheers out wildly, "Woo! We're winning."
Thunderbold nodded as he spoke suspiciously, "Yes. Though I can't help but feel uneasy about this. Something isn't right..."
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "You worried too much, old pony."
Pirate Scythe and his own units gave chase Heatwave's unit.
Unknown to Water Tiger Army, they have been watching. Bladestrike and his army of 800 Soldiers have watched and witnessed the battlefield. They all looked firm and determined than before.
Bladestrike spoke out to Snaptrap, "Master Snaptrap, it is time."
Snaptrap smirked as he responded, "With pleasure."
Snaptrap approached to the edge, where he swung his small flag firmly. Laxtinct and his small squadron came out from the bush. They spotted the flag. He and his team armed themselves with mallet and large hammers.
"Let's break down the bridge!" Laxtinct orders wildly to his troops.
Laxtinct and his team headed off to the bridge, where they began hammering and breaking down the bridge, slowly destroying and breaking it into pieces.
-----------------
Regrouped with Hammerrod and Trip, Courage Tiger continued leading his main army to the front line, hoping to catch up with their vanguards. They then received reports that their allied units have managed to push the enemy back, their morale have risen as they continued marching straight to Southern Eagle Fort at once.
Hammerrod hums suspiciously, “Something isn't right...”
“What do you mean?” Trip spoke out in concern.
“It’s just this: something complicated….”
Carrie spotted a couple of small rocks were tumbling and rolling down, she then looked up and found something shocking and scary on the hill.
“Incoming!” Carrie yelps out in warning to her friends and allies.
Everyone looked up at once, where they found Bladestrike riding his dragon steed, along with 800 soldiers riding theirs. They were all riding down on the mountain steeps, heading straight towards them.
Bladestrike cried, “I am Bladestrike! Soldiers of Water Tiger, prepare to feel the wrath of my blade!”
And just before Water Tiger Soldiers could do anything, Bladestrike and his units jumped and slammed their dragon steeds on some of them. They all began the attack on the main units at once.
Water Tiger Soldiers screamed, “It's him! It's Bladestrike! He's here! Run! Run for your life!”
Water Tiger Soldiers panicked and screamed fearfully and frantically as they all ran for their lives, and at the same time, they got themselves slaughtered and killed by Bladestrike and his army as well.
Yona screamed, “Yona never see scary pony!”
Carrie hissed, “No kidding! I know I've heard of him but never thought that come up close to him is scary!”
Bladestrike held out his weapon as he roared towards Courage Tiger, “Courage Tiger, your head is mine!”
Courage Tiger screamed in fear, “No!”
Hammerrod didn’t waste time in giving out the order, “Trip, Yona, Carrie, get our loud out now! I'll hold him off!”
“On it!” Trip exclaims in agreement.
Hammerrod charged and engaged Bladestrike in their fierce duel. Trip and his friends tried to guide and lead their lord to safety, along with the rest of units.
Unfortunately, Laxtinct and his team have arrived and blocked their exit.
“Think again!” Laxtinct remarks tauntingly.
Trip groaned, “Damn it! Not good! Carrie, Yona, keep Lord Courage safe!”
Trip screamed as he and his soldiers charged and attacked Laxtinct and his team, who fought back against the enemies at once. Carrie and Yona struggled to keep and move Courage Tiger to safety.
-------------------------------------------
Water Tiger Vanguards were busy and focusing on battling and engaging the enemies at Southern Eagle Fort. The scout has arrived and make the report to them.
The Water Tiger Scout bows as he explains, “I've bring new! Our lord is in grave danger. He's under attacked by Bladestrike and Laxtinct!”
Aqua gasps in horror, “Courage, no!”
Pirate Scythe yelps in alarm, “What?! No way!”
Thunderbold gasped, “No! I've been a fool! This was their plan! They got us cornered! Hurry! We must return to him now!”
Water Tiger Vanguards quickly turned their attention away from the castle. They're all heading back to their lord at once. Unknown to them, Blazefist and Heatwave emerged out from the castle as they all charged and attacked them from behind, killing and slaughtering hundreds and more.
-------------------------------------------
While battling Bladestrike, Hammerrod struggled to calm down and rally his army to him. And at the same time, Trip struggled to fight off Laxtinct to protect his lord.
Bladestrike and Hammerrod swung and struck their blades against each other for couple of blows before they clashed for the moment. They both groaned and glared at each other before departed and resumed their fierce clash for five times. Hammerrod swung his Twin Rods at Bladestrike, who dodged down and kicked him off from his steed. As the Imperial Phoenix Warrior climbed down, he swung and struck his twin axes at Water Tiger Warrior, who fought and swung his rods back at him for few times.
Laxtinct continued swinging his large hammer at Trip, who hopped and dodged the attacks as fast as he can for few times. As major jumped and slammed his hammer from top at Trip, the latter rolled to front while tripped the former down. He jumped and slammed him to the ground hard.
"Go now!" Trip exclaims madly.
As commanded, Courage Tiger and his team ran quickly as fast as they can. Unfortunately, more enemy troops including Blazefist and Heatwave continued pouring and attacking them. Luckily, they got knocked and rammed aside by Thunderbold and his units.
Upon reaching to the bridge, Courage Tiger and his team halted at once, upon finding out that the bridge is destroyed.
"What?! How?!" Courage Tiger exclaims in alarm.
"Hoo boy, I knew this would happened." Carrie sighs in concern. "They were ready for us."
"Yak fears the same when pony got smart." Yona spoke out, making Courage Tiger looks at her. "Not saying pony's dumb."
"What can I do now?" Courage Tiger exclaims in concern.
"We have to jump now!" Carrie ordered, much to his concern.
"But-!"
"Run and jump!" Yona screamed as she ran as fast as she can towards the edge of bridge. She jumped high and over to other side.
Carrie got onto Courage Tiger to his surprise as she asks, "Mind if I sit on you?"
"Huh? Why?" Courage Tiger ask Carrie in confusion.
"I won't make it that far. But you can."
"I-I don't know."
"Courage, you can do it. Please for them." Carrie exclaims, patting Courage Tiger on the back softly and encouraging him. If he can make it the other side, he can do anything.
Reluctant and scared, Courage Tiger took a deep breath while moving back a bit. He began running towards the bridge.
Spotting the enemy commander's making an escape, Bladestrike gave the loud battle cry as he swung and knocked Hammerrod to the front. He took the spear as he threw it straight at Courage Tiger.
Seeing his lord's in danger, Hammerrod struggled to get up and make the run for his lord. Instead pushing his master, he jumped up high and let his body shield him against the spear. It has pierce through his armor and thrust on his heart, causing him to drop on the ground.
Courage Tiger managed to jump over the bridge. He and Carrie turned and found Hammerrod was struck down.
"Hammerrord! No!" Courage Tiger gasps in horror. This was too much for the old pony to take.
Hammerrod groans out in pain, "Run... Run..."
Hammerrod has succumbed to his death. Shocked and pained to his general killed, Courage Tiger cried out loud while trying to run towards him. He was halted and dragged away by Carrie and Yona.
Seeing their lord safely escaped, Thunderbold gave the order of retreat, causing most of them struggled to abandon and escape the battlefield as Imperial Phoenix Army has defeated and killed most of them.
With the enemy retreat, Imperial Phoenix Army gave the loud battle cry for their victory.
"We did it. Can't believe that we did it!" Laxtinct cheers out wildly for the win.
"Yeah. But they'll be back." Blazefist spoke out suspiciously.
Bladestrike narrowed his determined eyes as he agrees, "And when they do, we will be ready for them."
Snaptrap chuckled, "Well done, generals. It appears this day is won by you. I'm impressed and scared by you three. You all are terrified."
Heatwave nodded in agreement, adding, "Yeah, no kidding. You guys are awesome."
"We merely doing our duty." Bladestrike spoke out with a bow. "For now, we must reinforced our defenses. And get help now."
Blazefist waves a hoof, volunteering, "Allow me. It's the least I can do."
"Wow. This is terrifying." Silverstream mumbles out in worry.
"Don't worry, you'll get used to it. But good job, kiddo."
"Uh thanks?"
--------------------------------------------
"After suffering the defeats, Courage Tiger has ordered full retreat, safely return to Tiger Palace. Over two to three months, Courage Tiger is recovering from his defeat while preparing the army for another invasion."
Losing the battle at Southern Eagle Fort, Courage Tiger has ordered his army to retreat at once. After two to three months have passed, the Water Tiger Army is recovering from their defeat while recruiting and preparing their army of 73,000 soldiers for another invasion.
"Receiving reports from Bladestrike's Unit, Azure Phoenix left the defense of Mount Dragon King to Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus as he returned to his capital city and regrouped with Bladestrike and his units as they began marching towards Tiger Fury Dock, where Courage Tiger and his forces have encamped."
Azure Phoenix and his main large army immediately leave Mount Dragon King, which is now under command of Navy Arrow, Clawdestroyer and Gallus. Regrouping with Bladestrike and his units; Azure Phoenix has gathered Twilight, One-Eyed Anger, Armorhide, Decker Reaper, Cunning Fury and Axen and about 400,00 soldiers. They're now marching towards Tiger Fury Dock for another fight.
"And once again, both Imperial Phoenix and Water Tiger entered another fierce battle, but neither side has yet gain the upper hand."
After five days has passed, Courage Tiger has ordered the war council for next upcoming battle. The officers were Aqua, Rainbow, Yona, Carrie, Thunderbold, Pirate Scythe, Trip, Scarblade, Wiserton and veteran old officer - Apollo Python. They were discussing of how they can defeat and repel the enemy forces.
Thunderbold points to a part of the map as he explains, "The enemy is upon us. If we don't do something about them, I feared that our land will be conquered sooner or later."
"Right, tell me about it." Rainbow remarks, rolling her eyes at this. "Pure horse feathers."
"Or yak dung." Yona remarks in agreement.
"So, how are we gonna do this? Should we take them head on?" Apollo ask his commander seriously.
Wiserton responded, "Yes, we should. However, we must be weary of Bladestrike and his warriors. They no doubt will be on the front line. They must not be underestimated."
Thunderbold scratches his chin, speaking thoughtfully, "Yes. We will not repeat the same mistake again. The best tactic is sneak attack on Azure Phoenix's camp by nightfall while another unit distract other units away from him. Who will lead the attack?"
Pirate Scythe holds up a hoof as he responds, "I'll do it."
"No. I will." Trip insists sternly much to Pirate Scythe's chagrin.
"Look, kid, I don't think-!"
"No, you listen, pal. I can handle it. I'm not gonna let those Imps get away with what they have done to Hammerrod. I owe it to him. I want to lead the army."
"If that's the case, Trip, I want you to lead 3,000 soldiers to engage Bladestrike and his unit by evening." Courage Tiger suggests thoughtfully, to Pirate Scythe's disbelief. "And remember, your job is to distract him, not to defeat him. That will keep them occupied from helping the enemy commander. Pirate Scythe will lead the sneak attack, with 2,000."
Trip bows as he responds, "Understood."
Pirate Scythe groans out in annoyance, "I don't need that many soldiers. Just give 100 troops to cause some ruckus."
Everyone gasped in shock as they all chattered and muttered by his confidence of leading 100 soldiers to sneak attack on Azure Phoenix's Main Camp.
"Dang, he is that serious?" Rainbow whispers to her group in amazement.
"I don't know if he's confident.....or suicidal." Carrie whistles in agreement.
"I go for the latter."
Thunderbolt gave a skeptical look to his ally as he ask, "Are you confident, Scythe?"
Pirate Scythe in determination responds, "Count on it. If I failed to bring all my troops back safely, I don't get the contribution. How about it?"
Trip scoffed, "Fine by me. I can tell that you're gonna get yourself and your unit killed."
"Don't bet on it."
Courage Tiger nodded as he ends the meeting, "Very well. Meeting adjourned." As soon as the officers left, he turned to Rainbow to speak out, "Rainbow Dash and Aqua, I have the assignments for you both."
"Me?" Rainbow ask Courage with an arch of the eyebrow. How the hay did she get into this?
"What's up?" Aqua ask Courage Tiger, wondering what the pony has in mind for her.
"Yes. I need you to help Scythe out since you like fighting." Courage Tiger spoke out seriously to the two. "And also, Aqua, help and keep Trip safe. I'm worried that he'll let his anger clouded his mission."
"Got it. I'm surprised that you trusted me on this mission especially on battlefield."
"We're family, Aqua. I know you well especially you like to confront the enemies head on than stealth. And also, you're good at talking with people out from fighting like what you did for Saber and Trip."
"Good point. Won't let you down." Aqua spoke, bowing in confidence.
Rainbow nodded as she added, "Yeah. What she said."
--------------
Aqua and Trip are leading 3,000 soldiers straight to Bladestrike's camp, where he and his units were armed and prepared to engage the enemies.
Aqua turns to Trip as she responds, "Trip, remember the mission."
"Got it, Aqua. You don't have to remind me again, old mare." Trip spoke foolishly to Aqua's irritation.
Aqua groaned as she gave Trip a whack, "The next time you call me that won't be very pleasant. You got it?"
Trip grunted in pain, "Got it!"
As the troops approaches, Bladestrike "greets" them, "You wish to face us. Do you believe that you have the chance to win?"
Trip spoke out in determination to the enemy, "We don't believe. We know we can! This is for Hammerrod!"
Trip, Aqua and their army charged and engaged Bladestrike and his units. Trip and Aqua challenged and fought the Blade of Phoenix fiercely and determinedly while their army fought each other.
Trip and Aqua swung and struck their weapons at Bladestrike, who fiercely blocked and deflected the attacks. Two of them have clashed and struck against him. For the moment, he managed to break free as he grabbed and thrown Trip at Aqua to the ground hard. He then swung and slammed his axes on the ground, causing both of them to dodge and evade the attacks. They managed to get up as they engaged another fight with him.
The battle goes on until night, alerting Aqua to see the moon rising to the sky.
Aqua gave the order, "Pull back!"
"We almost had him! Come, let's finish this!" Trip protests angrily. He can't believe this, they got the enemy where they got him and Aqua is ordering a retreat?!
"Another time, Trip. Hammerrod would prefer you to live on to protect my brother. For now, let's get out of here. We've exhausted the fight enough."
Frustrated for not completing his revenge for Hammerrod, Trip knew that mission must come first. So, he, Aqua and the remaining troops make their escape. Bladestrike and his units gave the loud battle cry for their victory.
"Wow. That was easy." Laxtinct spoke out in amazement yet disbelief over this.
Blazefist narrows his eyes as he added, "Too easy. You don't think..."
"I hope not. Come. We must return to our lord at once." Bladestrike advises his troops.
Bladestrike and his units quickly left their camp. They're heading straight to Azure Phoenix's main camp.
-----------------------
Pirate Scythe, Rainbow and 100 soldiers have arrived at Azure Phoenix's Main Camp. Most of the soldiers were asleep while some were patrolling sleepily and tiredly. They all then put red scarf around their foreheads, and have the bells on the belt.
Pirate Scythe spoke out to Rainbow in determination, "You ready, kid?"
"You bet I am! So, what's with scarf and bell?" Rainbow ask curiously, noting the items that the army has.
Pirate Scythe smirked as he responds, "Things are about to get wild." He began ringing his bells wildly. "Everyone, charge!"
Pirate Scythe's soldiers gave shaking of their bells wildly and happily while armed with their weapons. They all charged straight to the camp, shocking and scaring the soldiers out. They all swiftly and quickly killed most of them, as well as burning down the camps.
Alerted by the attack, Azure Phoenix got up from his bed and tent, where he found his camp is burning. He groaned in frustration and anger that the enemy has sneak and attacked him, and now his army is panicking.
Azure Phoenix has managed to gathered and rallied his soldiers, at least 3,000, to him. He and his units make their escape at once before they get caught and killed by the enemies.
With the successful sneak attack, Pirate Scythe gave the loud battle cry, along with his allies. They have won their battle.
Pirate Scythe and his unit made their way back to Water Tiger Main Camp, where they regrouped with their allies and friends.
Courage Tiger spoke out in approval, "Well done, Scythe. You have scared Azure off for good."
Pirate Scythe scoffed, "It was a piece of cake."
"Don't get cocky. How many you brought them back safely?" Trip ask Pirate Scythe skeptically.
Pirate Scythe smirked as he boasts, "100 as I promised."
Rainbow nodded as she responds, "He's right. I was with him, and count all of them."
Courage Tiger hummed happily, "It's a good day."
A Water Tiger Scout gallops up, bowing as he reports, "I bring news! Azure Phoenix regroup with Bladestrike's unit, and are heading this way. They're demanding the challenge to regain the honor."
"Alright. Another challenge!" Pirate Scythe cheers out. Now is the time to really kick some flank!
Trip however holds up a hoof as he insisted, "No, I'll do it. This is my chance to avenge Hammerord. Please."
After some thoughts, Courage Tiger sighed, "Very well. I will allow you. Remember, do not underestimate the enemy, Trip."
Trip bowed as he spoke, "Understood."
------------


Both Water Tiger and Imperial Phoenix Army have gathered at the battlefield. All of them have formed in one straight line while facing at each other. Both Blazefist and Trip have gotten on their steed while armed with their own weapons. They're preparing for their duel.
And just before Trip could move out, Thunderbold nudged his hooves, making him turned and looked at him. He spoke, "Watch yourself out there. Don't underestimate your opponent."
"I'll be fine, Thunderbold. You can count on it." Trip said firmly and confidently. He raised his nunchucks up high while shouted out loud, "For Hammerrod!"
Trip gave the loud battle cry as he charged and engaged Blazefist, who remained firm and calm, blocking and deflecting the attacks for few rounds. Angered and annoyed, Trip jumped over from his steed to Blazefist, preparing to strike him down but only got kicked off back. Armed with another spear, he charged and engaged at him at once. Unfortunately for Trip, Blazefist was very fast and swift in blocking and deflecting the attacks for two to three times before swung and knocked him back off.  Despite unable to defeat him, Trip continued battled with him as hard as he can.
While both Blazefist and Trip were locked on duel, Heatwave armed himself with a bow and arrow, aiming at Trip. Silverstream spotted his doing. She screeched and shouted angrily as she jumped and knocked him over, causing him firing arrow straight at Trip's steed head. Trip yelped in concern as he fell over to the ground hard.
"What did you do that for?!" Silverstream asked angrily.
Heatwave grunted, "To win, obviously. And they're our enemies, remember?"
"But there is no honor of winning the duel. This isn't right," Silverstream protested firmly.
As Trip was recovering from his fell, he found Blazefist struck and thrust his spear at him, forcing him to dodge and roll away from the attack. Water Tiger booed at Imperial Phoenix Army while crying for Trip to get up and fight.
Yona groaned, "They cheated! Bad ponies cheated! Bad ponies cheated!"
“Someone disqualified him or something!” Silverstream exclaims in agreement.
"Trip'd better get up now before he get killed," Courage Tiger said in concern.
"They want to play dirty, then so can I," Pirate Scythe said cockily as he armed with his bow and arrow.
While aiming at Blazefist, Pirate Scythe released the arrow, flying straight at his chest, knocking and pushing off from his steed. Water Tiger Clan cheered out wildly and happily for getting the payback while Imperial Phoenix Army booed at them as well. The gong was sounded, halting the duel at once. The soldiers, from their own respective forces, came and assisted bringing their generals back to their clans for recovery.
"Trip, are you alright?" Courage Tiger asked in concern.
“He almost got you there for a moment.” Aqua comments in agreement.
Trip grunted a bit, "I'm fine. But thanks for saving my life, my lord."
"Don't thank me, Trip. Thank Pirate Scythe," Courage Tiger said firmly and calmly while pointing at Pirate Scythe, "He's the one, who saved you."
"You did it?"  Trip asked in surprised.
Pirate Scythe chuckled a bit yet nervously, "Yeah, I did. Sorry. Didn't mean to ruin your duel."
"No. I'm the one, who should be sorry. But thanks for saving me, friend..." Trip said calmly while raising his hoof up, "What do you say?"
Pirate Scythe scoffed as he raised his hoof in bumping against Trip's, "I'd like the sound of that, kid."
"Nice to see you two finally become friends. However," Thunderbold said firmly as he armed himself with his pike, "We've got company! Time to repel the invaders!"
Water Tiger Army looked up as they found the army of Imperial Phoenix are charging straight at them. They all quickly formed the lines while arming and preparing to engage the enemies head on.
Aqua scoffed while cracked her hooves, "Oh yeah. It's time for next battle!"
“I supposed we all can’t be gold.” Thunderbolt sighs as he shakes his head.
“Still, this is gold pony is about to kick some flank.”
"Forward! Charge to the enemies until our very fangs snap!" Courage Tiger commanded, "Show them what we're made of. Show them how we tigers fight!"
As they sounded off their fierce battle cry, the army of Water Tiger charged and engaged the Imperial Phoenix Army. Both sides have fought fiercely and determinedly, defeating and killing each other, to win the battle. The Battle of Tiger Fury Dock has lasted for 5 days.
"The battle between Imperial Phoenix and Water Tiger continued and lasted for 5 days, And neither side has gained the upper hand, but only to lose many officers and soldiers. Thus, both sides have decided to cease fighting with each other, and call out for truce and peace to resolve their battle. However, there is a price for their truce to be made..."
-------------------------------------------
A Month Later...
"You want me to do what?!" Aqua asked angrily.
Everyone has been gathered at Tiger Palace's throne chamber for discussing over the truce with Imperial Phoenix Army after they all have ceased their attack and battle at Tiger Fury Docks.
Courage Tiger sighed, "Yes, Aqua. In order to secure peace between two kingdoms, you have to marry. And don't worry, it's not one of his sons. As I was told, both Strikespell and Wingblade are married and have their own wives, but Notepoem won't be marrying you. You're going to marry one of his generals. "
"You can't be serious!" Aqua protested angrily.
“I agreed, this is the craziest thing ever!” One officer protests furiously.
“Not to mention a bit anti-dramatic.” Another officer remarks in agreement.
"Please, Princess Aqua. It's the only way," Thunderbold said firmly and calmly, "I know you won't like it. But do it for our kingdom, not for them. It's the only way. Please..."
"Please, Princess Aqua," Water Tiger Officers pleaded and begged while bowed to the ground.
Still disliked the idea of marrying off to her enemy general, Aqua knew what is more important than her personal. She sighed, "Fine, I'll do it. So, who's my lucky boyfriend going to be?"
"Commander Blazefist," Courage Tiger answered firmly, shocking and surprising Aqua and her friends, "From what I was told of you, you have the eyes on him. So, you think you and him can get along?"
Aqua blushed a bit, "You could say something like that..."
Rainbow snickered, "Aqua and Blazefist sitting on the tree..."
“K-I-S-S-I-N-G!” The others giggled as they sing-along at this. “First come love….”
Annoyed and angered by the comments, Aqua shouted, "Shut up!"
"Either way, I'll go with her," Rainbow volunteered, "Just to keep her company."
Scootaloo nodded, "Me too. What are friends for."
Courage Tiger sighed, "Then, it's settle." He approached and gave Aqua a warm hug, "Please, be careful out there especially dealing with Imperial Phoenix, sister."
Aqua sighed as she hugged Courage Tiger, "I'll be fine. Don't worry."
“As long as you make it a long honeymoon.” Rainbow remarks teasingly, but yelps as Aqua hits her on the back. “Ouch!”
“I said shut up!”
-------------------------------------------
"And so, Aqua was sent to Imperial Phoenix territory for both marrying off with one of Azure Phoenix's generals - Commander Blazefist and secured truce and peace between two kingdoms."
Aqua, Rainbow and Scootaloo left the Tiger Palace as they're heading straight to Xuchang Palace, where they meet Azure Phoenix and his army. As they bowed before them, he welcomed them warmly like a friend to him. Eventually, he married off Blazefist to Aqua for securing peace and truce between his army and Courage Tiger. And at the same time, Rainbow and Scootaloo reunited with her old friends.
"It's good to see you again, Rainbow," Twilight said tearfully.
“All right, we got to see you again!” Scootaloo exclaims, hugging her old pals. “This is great!”
Rainbow sighed, "Me too... Me too..."
END...
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Alan Tudyk: Wiserton
Richard Epcar: Apollo Python
Cameo:
Tara Strong: Twilight Sparkle
Madeline Peters: Scootaloo
Next Chapter 38: Taoist - Azure Phoenix encountered the mysterious Taoist, who has odd and mysterious objective and interest of dealing with him. What is his objective? Why does he wanted to torment him?
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