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The Mane Destination
Prologue

Las Pegasus is a city popular for its nightlife. From its popular casinos to the beautiful resorts, Las Pegasus is the perfect destination for a vacation.

As Twilight finished the passage on the magnificent city that is Las Pegasus, she put down what looked like a pamphlet on holiday sites on her desk with the help of her magic. Twilight has always looked for that day, in which she could just take a vacation and relax with her friends, but her studies always got in the way of it. Every time an opportunity came up, she would always try to seize the moment. This was one of those moments.
---
“Spike!” Twilight shouted, her voice resonating in the library.
“Ugh…What is it Twilight,” Spike said, irritated. “You know I’m in the middle of my afternoon nap.”
“I just wanted to ask if you still have them.”
“Y-You mean the train tickets?”
“Yes, Spike. The moment I’ve been waiting for is finally here!” There was excitement in her voice.
---
She had bought train tickets, six to be exact, to Las Pegasus way before her departure there. She knew the exact date because, lately, she has been having visions of the trip but whenever she has these visions, her head starts aching. The more she has these visions, the more the pain intensifies. She’s done everything to try and explain why she has these visions, with a letter to Princess Celestia as her last resort, but she hasn’t received a reply yet. Twilight doesn’t know how or why she gets them, but she sees this as an opportunity to go on that vacation of hers (no matter how much pain it’s going to cost).
Twilight’s friends also wanted to join her on her vacation (Twilight not telling her friends about the visions she’s been having), having their equal amount of stress as Twilight. The most eager to join was Fluttershy, Pinkie Pie and Rarity. Applejack and Rainbow Dash were reluctant in joining Twilight on her trip to Las Pegasus, but decided to tag along as well as they were the ones that worked the hardest and thought it would be nice to take a little bit of time-off from their duties.
Spike decided to stay behind and take care of Fluttershy’s animals (and Opalescence). He wasn’t into gambling anyway.
***
“All aboard!!!” the conductor, a Pegasus, yelled as he gestured everypony en route to Las Pegasus onto the train.
Twilight, along with her group, went ahead and boarded the train.
As they looked for their seats, Twilight saw someone, sitting all alone in a corner, her colours standing out even though they looked like the midnight sky (along with an interesting looking cutie mark).
Everyone in the train prepared for the trip as they heard the train’s horn blow and felt the wheels turn and grind against the tracks. The loudspeaker in the train uttered in a clear voice "Train 757 is now leaving the station!"
The inside looked much bigger than from the outside. It was spacious and yet still able to hold many ponies inside. The walls were coloured a nice shade of yellow that wasn’t too sharp as to hurt the eyes but not too dull to make the train look boring. Paintings hung on the walls, tilting as the train ascended, descended and turned.
Twilight suddenly felt a breeze, cold enough to cause chills down her spine.
But the windows were closed.
***
Rainbow Dash and Applejack dozed off, glad that they can take a day off of their work. Pinkie Pie smiled sweetly at the sight of the two of them sleeping. She was also smiling because Rainbow Dash and Applejack were hugging each other in their sleep (she also unsuccessfully stifled a giggle). 
Twilight and Rarity were sitting next to each other, talking about Las Pegasus and how exciting their vacation is going to be. Twilight wondered why Rarity brought so much stuff with her, even though they were just staying there for a weekend.
Twilight turned to see how Fluttershy was doing. She was sitting next to the pony that Twilight has never seen before. Pinkie would usually throw a party for newcomers, but it’s not like Pinkie to miss someone. Twilight’s gaze went to her cutie mark. Her cutie mark is a crescent moon but it also outlines the dark-side of the moon. The moon itself is partially covered by a cloud at the bottom and there are three yellow stars around the moon. Fluttershy was too timid to even turn around in her direction; she was just looking out the window. As Twilight kept observing Fluttershy, Rarity was still talking (this time about a new dress she’s making). Twilight decided to lead her gaze away from Fluttershy and leave her social life alone. But as she turned towards Rarity, Twilight found herself listening to Rarity about their trip to Las Pegasus, again.
Halfway through the trip, Twilight felt the breeze again, this time it was a lot stronger and a lot colder than the one she felt before. Then suddenly, Twilight’s head started hurting. She knew what this meant but Twilight didn’t understand why she was about to have a vision because they were already on the train to Las Pegasus. Her brain pounding against her cranium, Twilight was forced to scream in pain, surprising Pinkie Pie, Rarity and Fluttershy (and also the one sitting next to Fluttershy). Oddly, it didn’t wake up Rainbow Dash or Applejack. After about 10 seconds of mind-numbing pain, Twilight’s eyes stared into space as a vision started engulfing her thoughts.
***
Twilight saw the sign to Las Pegasus. It was lit up by neon, giving off a red-orange glow. As the train neared the station, it didn’t slow down. In the front of the train, the conductor was having problems with the brake, having spilled cider on it. To make things worse, a muffin fell from its place and hit the ‘Accelerate’ button, causing the train to speed up…a lot. The conductor started panicking but, as he turned around, he saw that his wings have become too close to the furnace where the coal was burning. He was running all around the room, setting fire to everything else in it, causing a small glow to come from the bottom of the door.
The speeding train whooshed past the station, creating a massive gust of wind.
Twilight noticed the train’s odd behaviour and wondered what was going on.
After about thirty seconds, everypony on the train was startled by a blood-curdling, screeching sound managing to wake up Rainbow Dash and Applejack. Twilight looked out the window and noticed that the train had switched to the track next to it. As Twilight looked farther out the window, she could see another train headed straight at them. Twilight tried to alert her friends (and also the one sitting next to Fluttershy, Twilight thought she looked ‘interesting’) but it was too late. The oncoming train had collided with their train. Glass shattered and belongings flew everywhere.
Time seemed to slow down as Twilight saw what was happening before her.
Pinkie Pie and Fluttershy managed to jump out into the aisle but a chandelier fell from its chains and impaled Pinkie Pie. Fluttershy, shocked from seeing Pinkie’s fate, didn’t notice one of Rarity’s bags falling from its place. Fluttershy was still paralysed from shock when the bag came crashing down on her, crushing Fluttershy instantly. Rarity, drowning in her own tears as she saw her friends being killed off, didn’t hear Twilight’s scream of warning as a large piece of glass went past both of them. Twilight managed to dodge it but Rarity didn’t make it. Rarity’s throat was slashed by the glass as her cries turned into choking sounds, her scarlet blood flying everywhere. Twilight, now soaked in blood, she noticed Rainbow Dash jump out the window along with Applejack. In a split-second, shrapnel from both trains flew straight at them, decapitating Applejack and piercing straight through Rainbow Dash’s eyes causing blood to splatter all over the windows, turning the light in the train into a light red.
Twilight suddenly heard a booming sound and before she knew it, she was being engulfed in flames as both trains exploded.
***
Twilight suddenly snapped back to reality, Rainbow Dash and Applejack sleeping, Pinkie Pie smiling at Rainbow Dash and Applejack sleeping, Rarity still talking about Las Pegasus and Fluttershy, who managed to face her shyness and socialize with the pony next to her. Fluttershy noticed Twilight’s distressed state and moved to a seat closer to her, inviting her new friend. Twilight started to calm down as they came over.
“Who’s your new friend?” Twilight asked. 
“Twilight, this is-” Fluttershy started but was interrupted by her friend.
“Allow me. Hello, I’m Midnight.” she said, her voice smooth like velvet “Fluttershy has told me all about you…” she added, lengthening the ‘you’ as if asking for her name.
“Oh, I’m Twilight. It’s really nice to meet you Midnight.” Twilight said.
“Um…Twilight, I heard you screaming a couple of minutes ago. Is everything alright?” Fluttershy asked.
Twilight started hyperventilating. “No! Everything is not alright,” she replied sharply “We are all going to DIE!” Rarity and Pinkie Pie turned to Twilight to see if they heard right.
“Excuse me Twilight?” Rarity questioned. “I said that we are all going to…die!” Twilight repeated. “That excruciating headache I just had was me having a vision, and it showed me that this train will crash and kill everyone on board, even us!” Twilight took a deep breath as she finished her explanation, trying to calm herself down.
Twilight noticed a small glow coming from the door leading to the front of the train. Oh no! Twilight thought. Rainbow Dash and Applejack were slowly waking up from the outbursts happening between their friends. This was sped up by Twilight vigorously shaking them while shouting “We’re all going to DIE!” 
Rainbow Dash and Applejack simultaneously said “WHAT!”
“I said…” Twilight started but was distracted by the train slowing down. Suddenly, a security guard stood right in front of the group of ponies, glaring at Twilight who is still on top of Rainbow Dash and Applejack. 
“Miss, you and your friends are disturbing everyone in this train. I’m going to have to ask all of you to leave” gesturing to all of them, including Midnight. Within a few seconds, they found themselves outside the train along with their belongings.
“Oh great Twilight, you ruined our vacation to Las Pegasus.” Rainbow Dash said angrily.
“I’m really sorry everyone, especially you Midnight. You weren’t…”
“I-It’s okay Twilight, really.” Midnight interrupted kindly.
“By the way, Twilight, what did you mean when you said we were all going to die on the train?” But as soon as Rainbow Dash finished her question, they heard a harsh screeching sound coming from the tracks, followed by a loud booming sound. A wave of heat and wind whooshed past them. They could see the flames swallowing the train as it exploded.
“Oh!”
“So, uh, what now?” Applejack asked.
“We could walk back to Ponyville and pretend this never happened,” Twilight answered. “We didn’t travel too far.”
“But what about your vacation, dear?” Rarity said. “Yeah, you said that you’ve been waiting for this moment for a long time.” Pinkie Pie added to Rarity’s question.
“Don’t worry girls. Another opportunity like this could pop up anytime soon.” Twilight said with confidence.
“Ok, we understand.” Everyone said in harmony, followed by giggling as they started their walk back to Ponyville, with Midnight following along.

	