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		Description

I would first like to thank the story My Princess Alluring by Lapiz-Lazuli and Inky J. You guys did some fantastic work with that. And I make this fanfiction in your honor. Kinda.
The cover image, it's not mine, and I will take it down if the artist contacts me.

I have a friend encouraging me to write this, bless his heart.
Paradoxes don't normally occur. But when they do, they can be quite... life changing. In a universe, quite different from that which is known, many things can be different.
Say that, Shining Armor never was born. Sombra never existed. The Crystal Kingdom never did stand.
...Twilight Sparkle wasn't born a mare.
Maybe it's life that has to be seen played out to understand...
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		Prologue: Marefriends and Books



     Dusk found himself trotting home, at a brisk pace, saddlebags full of a new stock of books that werent currently in his library home. While Celestia claimed she owned every book in the Canterlot Library Tower, she didn't have the Daring Do's Adventure series.
The stallion, having just roughly turned 20, found himself still in his home of Canterlot, still under the tutelage of his mentor, Princess Celestia. Why was he still staying under her wing? Well, why wouldn't he? As a student, he still had much to learn, even if spending sleepless nights studying if he found a good book, or staying up late being tested by his marefriend.
Yes. Marefriend. While Dusk had been mainly anti-social, one filly-now-mare had pretty much got into his life, and made it better than one would expect. This young mare preferred the name Cadence over her real name, Princess Mi Amore Cadenza. She never spoke of her family, but well, it was a prestige to Dusk. He was coltfriend to the mare that was NIECE to his mentor! And well, it surprised Celestia. The Demi-Goddess had [needed] Dusk as a student to magic, but not once expected him to win the heart of her niece. 
Dusk opened the door to his home, having passed a few others on his way, all whom tried to get his attention, but he did not pay full attention. He was trying to get home just before--
"DUSKY~"
That. Next thing he knew, in a tumble of purple and pink, Dusk rolled right into his house, but shifted his weight forward. He ended up standing over his marefriend, Cadence, who tried to surprise him by tackling him into his house... for the 10th time that month.
"Nice try, sweetie. I was expecting that"
Dusk gave a sly grin, and then let a brief kiss touch Cadence's lips, before letting the mare get up by getting off her, to which she stood and dusted herself off.
"Its only your fault for being so fun to tackle" she retorted, giving a giggle and a flip of her pony-tail mane.
Dusk rolled his eyes, as his horn lit up to take the books from his bag, and set them down at his reading table. Only, he stopped, to go ahead and move one to his face.
"Odd. Cadence, come here, look at this. I'm pretty sure I didn't go buy this one..." Dusk said, as he uncovered the large, Equestria History Book, with a golden hard-back cover. 
Cadence trotted to Dusk's side at the table, and eyed over the book. "Odd. This is like the one Auntie Tia kept in her room and kept adding to it over the years. Why do you have a copy?" She asked, looking to him with a raised eyebrow.
Dusk only looked back at her, and offered a shrug, looking to the book and opening it.
[You know what happens next.]

"I STILL don't get why she sends me AND you off to Ponyville! Of ALL things! Just because I did some studying into the legend and went to her to tell her!" Dusk said, with a whole hoof motion to it before he just slumped his head against the handle-bar on the chariot he and Cadence were riding to Ponyville, driven by two Pegasi of the royal guard.
Cadence could do no more than offer a hug to Dusk, and a nuzzle into his neck. "C'mon, it won't be that bad. Besides, she DID make you overseer to the Summer Sun Celebration! That has to be a plus. There's nopony else more perfect for the job!"
The lavender stallion could not help but smile, and sat back up to return the hug to Cadence, as well as let their horns cross for a brief moment, a small magical spark between the two conjuring a small magic heart that floated up and disappeared into the air. 
"I can always rely on you for encouragement, Cadence. I can guess why Celestia sent you along with me."
Cadence smiled, and pulled away a bit, to stick her tongue out at him.
"That and you can't keep a library as clean as I can. You may organize it, but your cleaning skills are very bad."
This only made Dusk get defensive and playfully swat at Cadence, who only laughed in enjoyment. Suddenly the day didn't seem so damp.
After about an hour, which is how long the flight took, Dusk and Cadence said their thanks to the guards ponies, and then started their trot around town, Dusk having a checklist in his magical grasp. "While here, we may start with finding out... Hmm... Catering." He said, before looking up and seeing a Pink coated mare with a fluffy mane bouncing... BOUNCING in her walk. 
She approached, and before either Dusk or Cadence could introduce herself, her body seemed to lift and hover in the air as she gave a loud gasp, and she dashed off, leaving the two perplexed, and both saying "oohh... Kay..."

By the day's end, Dusk and Cadence retreated into the Golden Oaks Library, the temporary residence they had thanks to Celestia. Dusk had quite the adventure that day. He met some interesting ponies as well. Applejack had been the first, a southern mare who lived on a farm, and... had a large family reunion. Good thing Cadence wasn't a Princess just yet or they would need EVEN MORE special treatment from the mare.A Cyan Pegasus named Rainbow Dash, who apparently was weather specialist and CAN clear the skies of Ponyville in 10 seconds flat... and does the worst quick-dry tornadoes yet. Rarity Belle, who just likes to be called Rarity... who seems to be OCD, as Dusk thought of her to be. And then Fluttershy; A timid, cute mare, who apparently adores over Cadence and her seemingly "natural beauty and pure kindness to animals and creatures", as the exact words of the yellow pegasus had been. It got her talking with Cadence for quite a while... until they somehow had walked all the way to the Library, just before sun-down.
Well... they ATTEMPTED to retreat into the library. But once entering, the same Pink mare from earlier that day, had apparently turned the entire library into a large Welcoming party house, with just about everypony from town. At some point, Dusk had made it to the bedroom, where he got privacy as he did two things. He was busy writing his own song, meant for Cadence later in the year or two he planned it to be... and also finalizing his research on the Legend of Nightmare Moon.
NMM, as her initials were, was a corrupt and evil version of Artemis, Celestia's younger sister who apparently got greedy after constantly seeing how everypony appreciated the day rather than the night. And thus the greed and jealousy manifested into being, transforming Luna into Nightmare Moon.
And well, Nightmare had been imprissoned for 1000 years, and that time would be almost up. And yet Dusk didn't know--
"What don't you know, Dusk Shine?~"
"GAH!"
Dusk nearly flipped out of his chair he was sitting in, at the desk in the bedroom to the library. Pinkie Pie somehow hand hung in mid air right in front of him, and landed perfectly on the floor next to him as well, as the other 5 mares were coming in now. Cadence spoke first.
"The party ended an hour ago, Dusk. I've been sitting here talking to the mares while you busy yourself in your study. Didn't Auntie tell you to make some friends?"
As Dusk got to his hooves, he would shake his head, stretching his limbs as he looked at the faces of every mare in the room. He then sighed, and looked downward a bit. 
"I've very good reason to be in study. The legend of Nightmare Moon is just too urgent to ignore! We have to be prepared, we don't know when she could come back. And that can be at any moment!"
The reaction was not what he expected. The mares were listening. Cadence stepped up to him, and pressed her muzzle against his neck.
"And you don't think we'd not follow you? If you think she's to return, then we will go after her, and the solutions you found."
Not only would Dusk hug the mare in front of him, it'd get Dawws from most of the mares in the room. Except for Rainbow Dash. She stuck her tongue out and did a "gag" sign with her hoof.
Dusk soon recomposed himself, and looked around "Well the best lead I got is the Elements of Harmony. A powerful unification of 6 elements used to fight off several evils over the years. They're locked away..."
Rarity would speak up, and look to Dusk quizzically. "But where are they locked away at?" 
She would not get her answer till much later. After the supposed Summer Sun Celebration, which had all preparations set, Nightmare Moon herself manifested and interrupted the ceremony. It did not take long for the 7 ponies to gather at the entrance to Everfree, Dusk summarizing the events, and THEN answering Rarity's question.
"...Locked away in the Old Castle of the Princesses..."
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