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			Death to Nightmare
By Admiral Q
Tom was working on his computer late at night on personal stuff. He was a twenty-five year-old guy that most would consider average. He had a part time job, with his few friends who make him less lonely since his parents were dead since they had him late in life. But he was content, at least every part of him but his stomach, which was growling. With a sigh, he got up and went to the kitchen. He looked around, but nothing appealed to him. 
“Guess I have to go out, then.” 
Luckily for him, a McDonald's was close by, and he could walk there. He locked up his apartment and headed out for his meal.
After a nice meal, he walked back home. But when he crossed an alley entrance, he heard a female scream. He looked and saw a girl being cornered by a guy with a knife. Tom ran over and punched the guy in the face as he looked behind him.
“Lady! Get out of here!” he yelled as he fought off the guy. The girl did run off, screaming, as Tom prevented the guy from following. They grappled and punched until Tom felt something stab his gut. Then, again, the stabbing feeling. He backed off and saw two knife wounds in his gut bleeding before he collapsed to the ground. He heard the guy run away as he lay there, trying to cover his wounds. He felt cold, and that was not a good sign. He guessed he was dying.
'Crap,' he thought to himself. 'This is the end. Well, there are worse ways to go than saving a girl from danger. Beautiful moon tonight.' From where he lay, he saw a full moon, but it wasn't the traditional white. It was red.
'Thanks for the final view, God, though I wish I had more time to do more. If there’s some way to live longer, I'll take it.' His vision got dim as he stared at the moon. It was the last thing he saw, but he swore the moon got brighter before the end.
He felt himself still lying on cold ground, but on his side rather than his back. He didn't feel any kind of pain in his gut. That could be good or bad. He opened his eyes and didn't see the dark alleyway he had been dying in. It looked like ancient stonework. He took a look around. The place didn't look like anything in his city. It had that old world look, and was in quite a mess. Tom could see the blood-red full moon through one of the holes in the roof.
'Was someone tearing this place down?' Tom asked mentally. He tried to sit up, but ended up back on his side. 
'Well, that didn't work. Hey, what's that?' Tom saw a starry field covering half his view.
'That must be some cloth. Pretty cool, though.' Tom also noticed something black constantly at the bottom of his vision. He lifted a hand to check it out. To Tom's surprise, it wasn't a hand that came into view. It was a hoof, a hoof and a thin foreleg in black fur. He stared at the limb for a minute before looking to where his body lay. He saw the starry field clear out of the way and saw his body. He was a horse, a horse with black fur covering all of his body except for his butt. There was a splotch of purple with a turquoise crescent moon in the middle. He also had wings.
“Why am I a pegasus? Wait! What the heck!?” Tom's voice was different. Regal, but feminine in nature. He moved a rear leg and looked. And he saw, clear as day, female bits.
“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAH!” Tom knew nothing more than blackness.
It was sunlight that finally awoke Tom. He, or more appropriately, she, squinted before groaning and lifting her head. The freaking sun was coming right through a hole in the wall. She felt something shift on her back and the sunlight got blocked. Opening her eyes again, she saw that a wing had come between her eyes and the sun.
'Handy. Okay, I'm stuck in a pegasus body in who-knows-where. The only way to find out is to move around, so I have to figure out this new body.' 
Tom set her hooves flat on the ground and pushed up. She felt herself get higher in her front.
'Okay, now the back.'
Tom started working on her back legs and pushed up, only to start to slip. After a couple of minutes, she was standing up for the first time. Tom spent a few minutes revelling in her small victory. Taking another look around, she noticed scraps of metal and scorch marks near a window. That window could get her a better view of the area. She slowly approached the window and got halfway there when she heard a yelp of shock. Tom looked around to see a strange purple and green lizard standing on two legs. The two stared at each other before the little lizard turned and ran, screaming.
“Wow, that sounded like a human scream,” Tom said to herself, still trying to get used to that voice. At least it was a beautiful voice.  She had gotten to the platform that had the metal shards when she heard the sound of several horses coming. She looked behind her again and saw six small horses in the doorway. She slipped on a scrap and fell on her butt. Did these horses escape from a kid’s cartoon show? Those colors! They all gasped when they saw her. The purple one had both wings and a horn. A winged unicorn? She stepped forward with a look of hate.
“Nightmare Moon,” the...mare, Tom guessed by the voice. She tried to continue, but Tom interrupted her.
“Nightmare Moon? Seriously, you are calling me that? You’ve got to be kidding me. You are kidding me, right? I mean, that’s a cheap bad guy name at the level of Evil Emperor Zerg. BWAHAHAHAHAHAHA! Oh, that's rich! And to think, me, a bad guy! Or…gal, in this case.” That got Tom laughing again, and even managed to hold her barrel, as the situation was too comical to her.
To say Twilight was shocked would be the understatement of the year. Here was one of the greatest threats to Equestria laughing at her own name. She wasn't at all acting like the villain Twilight and her friends had faced five years ago. And why would Luna go back to being her alter ego after all she had done to restore her reputation? Twilight needed answers.
“Spike! Take a message.”  The baby dragon and her friends look at her in confusion.
“Now?” Spike asked.
“Yes, now. Something here isn't adding up.” She saw Spike shrug and take out a quill and paper. “Dear Princess Celestia, something strange has come up in your old castle and I need you to check the whereabouts of your sister Luna. Please respond as quickly as possible and expect further messages. Your fellow Princess, Twilight Sparkle.” Spike finished writing and sent if off. 
Meanwhile, Nightmare Moon was still laughing her flank off, and that was too much for AJ.
“Now listen here, Nightmare Moon! This is serious.” Nightmare Moon managed to get down to a chuckle before responding.
“Serious? That's kind of hard, considering I have six small horses that belong in a kid’s show calling me a silly villain’s name. I'm expecting a musical number at some point.”
“OOOH! I can start one!” Pinkie Pie stated. Nightmare Moon stopped chuckling and looked seriously at the pink mare.
“Don’t,” Nightmare Moon deadpanned. She sighed and said more to herself than to them, “Man, what a crazy few hours for me. I can't help but laugh at the insanity.” 
Twilight heard Spike burp and heard Nightmare Moon ask, “Did he just burp a scroll?” Spike unrolled the scroll and read aloud.
“Dear Twilight, I just checked on my sister and she was sleeping in. She gave me Tartarus for disturbing her sleep. Why have you asked me to check on her? Even she is now curious. Your fellow Princess, Celestia.”
“If Princess Luna is still at the castle, then how is Nightmare Moon here?” Rarity asked. They all looked at the black alicorn, who just shrugged.
“Don't look at me. I have had nothing but questions since I found myself here like this last night. And please stop calling me that silly villain name. I know the name doesn't match the gender right now, but until something better comes up, call me Tom. That was my name before all of this.” There was seven jaw drops at that reveal before Twilight recovered.
“Spike, tell Celestia we need a couple of high speed chariots to bring someone who appears to be Nightmare Moon.”
“I still can't believe someone actually called themself that!” Nightmare Moon stated as Spike sent the letter out. After the letter was sent, the next few minutes were spent with both sides staring at each other.
Tom got bored at staring at the little horses and the silence.
“You know, if we had hands, I'd ask if anyone here had a deck of cards.” It was the pink one that answered.
“OOOH! I got one.” From seemingly nowhere, the pink horse took out a deck of cards and did various card tricks. “So what game do you want to play?”
Tom had a jaw drop for a minutes before being able to respond. 
“Never mind where the cards came from, how are you able to hold them!?” Tom asked.
“All ponies can do that, nothing special,” responded the purple one. Tom frowned.
“Okay, could you hand me one of those cards?” The winged unicorn's horn glowed a purple light and one of the cards had the same color encase it before Tom saw it move away from the pink pony and land in from of her. She reached out with a hoof and placed it on top of the card before lifting up, but the card didn't move with her hoof. Frowning, she placed the hoof back on the card and imagined her old hand gripping the card before lifting the hoof again. This time, the card stayed on the hoof. At least until she lost her concentration. She quickly grabbed it again. “Well, this is going to take practice.” She then regarded her company and realized she didn't even know their names.
“Well, I told you my name. Could you tell me yours so I can stop calling you kid's cartoon ponies?”
“Well, I'm Princess Twilight Sparkle. I’m an alicorn like you, and the Princess of Friendship and Magic,” the winged unicorn, or as she stated, alicorn, began.
“OOOOH! And I'm Pinkie Pie! Ponyville's premier party pony!” The pink pony's face was literally in Tom's face. 
'How did she move so fast!?' Tom thought and said aloud. 
“Uh, hi.” She swore she heard a squeak, and the pink pony gave a ridiculously wide smile before she was tugged away by something.
“Sorry about that dear, she's quite energetic,” a white unicorn said. “I'm Rarity, dear. Hopefully we can get this all cleared up.”
“Well, ah don't trust you. But mah pa taught me to be polite. I'm Applejack, an earth pony and an apple farmer.”
“Well, trust is earned, not given. I hope to earn it,” Tom replied. She then saw a rainbow blur and a cyan pegasus was in her face. To her shock, she had rainbow-colored hair.
“Well, I got my eye on you! And if you mess up, I will knock you back to the moon!” Tom stared at the mare for a second before laughing.
“A mare acting like a tomboy with a rainbow main and tail! Oh, that's got to be some cosmic joke!” She started laughing again, and before the pegasus could try to clobber the black alicorn, she was whisked back by Twilight.
“Easy, Rainbow,” the alicorn said. “Now, why would Rainbow Dash's mane be a joke?” Tom managed to calm down a bit.
“Where I come from, a rainbow is the icon for those who are attracted to the same sex. So we have a female here acting more like a male, and has that color scheme. You can see why I find it a bit amusing.” Rainbow Dash snorted and she swore she saw steam come out of her nostrils.
“Well, the last of us over there cowering behind Applejack is Fluttershy,” Twilight stated.
“Well, I guess she is named well. A pleasure meeting all of you.” 
An uncomfortable silence fell again until the girls heard the familiar sounds of the chariots. They gestured for Tom to follow and she slowly did. She saw a forest of strange, almost creepy looking trees. But what got her jaw to drop was their transport. They were chariots, roman styled chariots painted in gold with pegasi in gold armor attached to them.
“Come on, hop on and we'll take off,” Twilight said to her.
“Take off as in fly?” Twilight shot her a 'well duh' look. “You can't be serious, they have nothing to stop anyone from falling off the rear. I did not survive a stabbing to break my new neck falling off that thing!” That got the girls to look back at her in shocked expressions.
“Did ya just say you were stabbed?” the country pony Applejack asked.
“Yeah, I was heading home after a late dinner. I saw a girl being cornered by a thug. I went in to help her, and she got away, but I was stabbed twice. The last thing I saw was a blood-red full moon before waking up like this.” Even the armored pegasus had her jaws opened after hearing that.
“We really need to see the Princesses. Come on, trust me. They're safe.”
“Alright, but if I fall off and break my new neck, I'm so gonna haunt the hell out of you.”
Tom picked a chariot and climbed on and went forward as much as possible. With everyone on board, the chariot convoy took off and Tom looked behind her. She saw the ruins she had lived in for a night. It was a castle that had seen much better days. Tom then looked ahead and wondered what the future would bring. It was certainly better than being dead.
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		Nightmare In Canterlot 



	Reasonably assured that she won't fall off, Tom looked around. They had past the creepy forest and she saw a small town  filled with old world style houses with some oddities, like a freaky looking castle. The place reminded her of the town near her family's cabin. Quiet peaceful place. She bet their convoy has the biggest thing to happen to the town in ages. She admitted to herself the wind felt so good and she couldn't help a smile to form on her lips, but she didn't really feel it in her hair. In fact, her hair didn't even feel like hair. Granted, Tom never had hair as long as a woman's, but still, shouldn't she feel something remotely similar to what she felt when still in a male body? All of this happened in seconds, but she still had a silly smile on her lips.
“Enjoying yourself dear?” Tom opened her eyes and looked down to her fellow rider. It was the white unicorn with purple hair and 3 blue jewels tattooed on her butt. Her voice reminded Tom of a rich woman he served once. That 'I'm superior than you' attitude really grated on Tom and took all of his patience to not yell at the woman. Thankfully, he had his break after that, or who knows what would have happened to the next customer. Coming back to the present, Tom addressed Rarity.
“I didn't feel the wind like this when I flew back home. It's exhilarating!”
“And how did you fly back at this home of yours?”
“Well,” Tom was stumped. From what she saw, this place seemed to be in the medieval times. How do you explain a jet liner to these ponies?
“Imagine a large tree trunk that's been hallowed out with large wings and with devices that push it. When it reaches the right speed, it flies off the ground. You can't feel the wind but our planes, as we call them, now go so high that the air is too thin to breathe and very cold. The plus side is that only a disaster will cause you to fall out, unlike this.” Tom looked down to the ground below them. “If you fall, that is a LONG time to wave goodbye.”
“Well you have wings so you will be okay while I fall.”
“I don't know how to use these.” Tom shifted the wings a bit. “I will be waving goodbye along with you if the worst happens.” Looking ahead Tom saw they were approaching a mountain range and the highest peak seemed to have something attached to it. Tom tried to figure it out for a few minutes before she realized what it was and her eyes went wide. It was a castle, a freaking castle! Attached to the side of the mountain! Not built into the mountain but attached to the side! She didn't even see any major support struts. “Rarity, what is that?”
“Why it's Canterlot of course. Twilight's taking you to the Princesses so where else would we head to?”
“Wait, wait, wait, so these princesses rule your country, right?” Rarity nodded with a confused look on her face at Nightmare Moon's apparent lack of knowledge. “And they live in that castle?” Rarity nodded again. “Man that is poor planning. A few good shots and the whole thing goes down and their goes your country's leadership. What are you trying to do get your leaders killed!”
“Well the 'nobles' live in the city so I guess...” Rarity was interrupted by Tom.
“It isn't just a castle? It's a freaking city!?” Tom facepalmed, or in this case facehoof. “OW!” 'Note to self, hoof is harder then hand.'
“Why are you so distressed? You wanted to plunge Equestria into eternal night.”
“I will state it again. I am NOT this Nightmare Moon! I just happen to look like her. Why? I have no FREAKING CLUE! I am completely out of my element here, I don't know whether to laugh or cry at this all.Can you imagine going from near death to not only being in a different body of a different species, but a different gender?  THEN add in said body is that of a criminal. How would you handle my situation?” Rarity frowned thinking about that.
“That is a tough one dear, It's almost worthy of my fainting couch. No matter though, I know my friends will help me and support me.”
'Lucky you.' Tom thought as they closed in on the city. It was a city. It would be a really small one back home, but considering the time period this nation appears to be in, it was a large city and defying all logic by not sliding off the mountain. They closed in on the heart of the city: a castle that would fit right in with a Disney movie. As they come in to land she saw several troops nearby as well as a white and dark pair observed their approach. 'Well time to make an impression.' Tom thought as they landed.
*********
Celestia never expected the letter she received from her former student and now fellow princess. Nightmare Moon existing without Luna? That didn't seem possible! She immediately ordered four chariots to head for the old castle where Twilight and her friends found this Nightmare Moon while Luna ordered a pot of coffee; she wasn't going back to bed 'til this was figured out and she has come to love the drink in these situations. Sometimes too much, but Celestia can't complain because Luna knows her weakness with cake and sweets.
It was nearly two hours later when the flight of chariots appeared and her troops got all set up, ready for anything that could happen. Celestia felt her sister stand beside her and she spared a glance down to see her younger sister sipping coffee from a blue cup with the phrase, 'THE FUN HAS BEEN DOUBLED!' written on it. Celestia couldn't stop a smile from forming at her sister and the cup. She turned back to the chariots as they landed.
The first had Twilight and Spike and Celestia's smile got bigger as she saw Twilight. The young alicorn saw her and smiled back, causing Celestia's heart to warm. Twilight would probably be the closest thing she would have to a child of her own, and unlike many, she can look forward to an eternity with the lavender alicorn getting into trouble of some kind and insuring things won't be dull. While Spike would be her ever present assistant for centuries to come.
Next chariot had Applejack and Rainbow Dash, and as usual, the sounds of a friendly argument came from that chariot. Those two had a very odd relationship. They can easily get on each other's cases, but they would stand side by side in the worst of conditions. Celestia has looked on with pride as she has seen the Apple family prosper ever since she gave them the land near her old castle and the zap apple trees. Luna has praised the farm for it's apples and apple cider. Celestia knew that her sister always makes sure to order some of both for the castle. Luna has also been on her case about the family, considering that the family is the co-founders of Ponyville and five of the six element bearers lived their until that fateful day. Luna has tried to get Celestia to admit she had arranged that series of events, but Celestia would neither confirm or deny it. She had been watching Rainbow Dash since the young pegasus performed the first sonic rainboom in centuries. It lead to her discovery of Twilight and the sign of new bearers for the Elements and a renewed hope for her sister. She has an ego, to be sure, but she is loyal and she encourages others to do their best no matter what. She will be a wonderbolt in time.
The next one had Fluttershy and Pinkie Pie. The  pegasus was known for her beauty, evermore for her kindness, and has been a big help taking care of animal issues in Ponyville. Her companion Pinkie, on the other hand, is the oddest pony she has ever seen. At times she can be as random as Discord himself, but she has a good heart and things are NEVER dull around her, and as bouncy as she is, it's amazing Ponyville has any dust left in its roads! 
The last one had Rarity. The white unicorn was always a sight to behold. She was an expert of fashion in both dresses and looks. She was vain, no doubt, but it hides her great generosity. She could be far more wealthy if she didn't give so much away. She was a genius, and Celestia smiled as she thought of her plan to hire the mare for her next dress. Her smile, however, left her face when she saw the last mare get off. It was a mare she hoped never to see again, one that haunted her nightmares more than any previous opponent. What could be more devastating that fighting a twisted version of your own sister? Right off the bat, though, she notice some differences since the last time she saw Nightmare Moon. This mare lacked the armor and eyeshadow she typically wore. Her fur was also a mess with some hairs messed up and a twig here and there; hardly the state the dark reflection of her sister preferred to look like. But the thing that got Celestia the most notice was the eyes. They were the same draconic eyes she saw that fateful night, but rather than filled with the hate and malice Celestia always saw, in this Nightmare's eyes she saw confusion, wonder, and calculation.  Nightmare Moon was appraising both her and Luna.
“It's good to see you and your friends Twilight. Rooms have been prepared for your stay here in Canterlot.” The smile she had left when she looked at Nightmare Moon. “And YOU, we will figure out how you exist without my sister as a puppet.” Nightmare Moon frowned and glared at Celestia.
“Okay I know I look like this Nightmare Moon, but could you lay off the cold shoulder? I AM NOT HER! Till last night I was a male of another species, so regardless of what ever crime this Nightmare Moon did, it wasn't ME!” Celestia's guards shifted to a different position, prepared to attack the black alicorn who just stood there glaring at Celestia.
“We will see as we find out how you got here without Luna. Let us go to the throne room.” The group head out and Celestia noticed something else odd about Nightmare Moon. Her wings were dragging on the ground. She had missed it before because they were standing and she was more focused on Nightmare Moon's face but seeing her walk made Celestia notice. Celestia also noticed how she walked. It wasn't the regal, smooth step that she had seen Luna do when she was in the mood. Heck, that's why she made the plushy doll in Luna's likeness when they were kids and called it Miss Smarty Pants. Sadly, time was not kind to the toy, but she had kept it, initially to tease her sister, but after banishing Luna, it was a source of comfort. She had wondered where it went until she found it in Twilight's hooves not long after the young unicorn started living at the castle for her schooling. No, this wasn't a regal walk at all; it reminded Celestia of either a young foal or an old mare trying to walk with careful steps. Celestia lead them to the Throne Room and took her regal seat, and with a flick of her magic activated the vibrators under the cushions. 'AAAaaahhh! So nice!' said the more stressed part of her brain. She worked hard to keep a stern face but noticed her sister smirking at her. Luna had gotten quite the surprise when she accidentally found THAT feature but has been sworn to silence. She didn't want to lose it too. Now she faced the still approaching group and waited for the meeting to begin.
Tom observed that the general appearance of the throne room was warm, not tyrannical. Everything here seemed to reflect the sun's rays into the room. The room itself colored in white,gold, and purple with the biggest item being that massive throne that the White alicorn was sitting in with the smaller dark blue one beside her. It was then that she noticed something odd about the pair. Their manes were flowing as if in a breeze, but they were going the wrong way if it was a breeze and Tom didn't feel any breeze in the room. 'How are they doing tha..'
“OW!” Tom's thoughts were interrupted as a sharp pain was felt. And she saw the cyan pegasus fly up.
“Jeeze why are your wings like that? Hold them to your body and I won't accidentally step on one.”
“Maybe because I haven't HAD wings on my body before. I have no clue how to use them at all. I still don't know how I got it to block the sunlight in my eyes when I woke up. Man, if they had opened up when we were flying, I would be waving goodbye on my way to likely my...second death.” Tom said. She observed the pegasus facepalm – correction, facehoof – before explaining how to fold one's wings to one's body and five minutes later they were snugly to her body and out of hoof range. A cough dragged her attention back to the throne as the white alicorn said.
“Now that Rainbow Dash is done, can we get on to the matter at hand?” Tom swore she heard a snort from the blue one next to the apparent ruler of this land. With a nod Rainbow dash hovered next to Tom.
“Now, first thing's first: Twilight what were you doing in our old castle today?”
“Well, Princess Celestia, we were looking for something to do, so we decided to fix up the old place as a gift to you .”
“A nice gesture, Twilight. I will admit I would enjoy have a place to go to when Canterlot becomes too much and I need to unwind, and it's still close enough to Canterlot in emergencies.”
“I agree, sister for it's also close to Ponyville and I have certainly grown fond of the town, especially that apple cider” Luna chimed in.
“What happened next, my most faithful student?”
“Well, as we were cleaning we heard Spike scream. We ran to the sound and saw him pointing to the room where we defeated Nightmare Moon and then we found her. But she just didn't act like Nightmare Moon, none of the regal and superior mentality I saw before. She seemed barely able to control her body and when you said Luna was sleeping here I believed it was necessary to bring her here to figure out what's going on.”
Celestia then looked at Tom and asked.
“Now let's hear your story about how you came here?” Tom took a deep breath told her story of her last night as a human male. The two winged unicorns like her gasped when they heard how badly Tom was wounded in that fight.
When done she sat on her haunches, a little tired from talking about it. Tom looked at the two alicorns and noticed that the cold looks were gone. In their place was sympathetic looks.
“You appear to be a brave and noble being, please understand our earlier mindset.”
“I know I look like one of you infamous bad guys, or gals, as the case may be. Um, is there any chance of me running into said gal?”
“Nay, for I was her for a time, but no more, hence why your appearance is quite surprising.” The dark blue alicorn stated.
“Well that's some relief. Now, I gave you my story, so could you explain any ideas you might have as to how this might have happened?”
“Sister, the Moon and Night are yours, so any ideas?” Celestia asked the blue alicorn, who was apparently her sister. She was obviously younger by size, but that made Tom wonder why she was so much bigger than Luna if this body was the evil form of Celestia's sister.
“You and I both know, dear sister, that despite all our years of living, we still don't understand everything." Luna began to explain, "The fact both worlds had a blood moon on the same night may have opened a window between them. The stars aligning on that day five years ago allowed my alter ego to escape the moon so it's not unreasonable. As for the body he (she snickered) occupies, well, neither of us fully knows what the elements do on a target. When we used it, we, and eventually Twilight Sparkle and her friends, turned Discord into stone, You used them to banish me, as my alter ego, to the moon. Twilight and her friends used them to restore me to my true self and release Discord under your orders. They even helped Twilight in her ascension. To be frank, sister, there are times I think the universe does this just to prove we are not all knowing.” 
“I can believe that.” Tom commented. “Heck I become the butt of this joke, a male in a female villain's body. If there was some superior intelligence playing a part in this I bet it's laughing its butt off right now.”
“Well, if neither of you have a complete explanation for this, maybe the Royal Archives does.” Twilight suggested.
“Typical egghead response.” Rainbow Dash snorted, which earned her a glare from Twilight.
“Well I agree with Twilight, Rainbow Dash. It's one of the many reasons I had it made . Neither Luna or I can remember everything off the top of our heads.”
“Well, it's better than nothing. And on that note, I suppose I had better get started checking the...” Twilight began only to be interrupted as a loud ground came from behind her. Tom used one hoof to hold her stomach and smiled sheepishly at the group. “After we get some food into our guest.”
“That's a delightful idea, I haven't eaten since this morning and I'm famished.” Rarity interjected and everyone went to the dining area.
Once there, Tom sat on a cushion in front of a table as plates were brought out. Plates of salads, fruits, vegetables, and treats with pitchers of juice of several flavors. Tom carefully picked up items he knew he liked as a human and sniffed the juices until she found the grape juice and carefully poured a glass before eating. 
Luna, Twilight, and Celestia observed her during this.  Still not completely sure if this wasn't a act. If it was an act it was a good one, this Nightmare Moon never used her magic and gingerly touch the food and utensils like she was afraid of dropping them.
Thankfully the apple tastes good if not better than before and, she smiled while she chewed before she realized an unfortunate fact and the smile faded. Tom swallowed and took a drink before continuing. This didn't go unnoticed by the others.
“Problem with the food sugarcube?” The one named Applejack asked.
“No it's actually really good but I just realized that as a horse I can't eat meat anymore. No burgers, steak, or even bacon. I will miss their taste.” Tom imagined the food she mention and did her best to remember their taste.
Her fellow dinners looked at her with slack jaws. They have had carnivores and omnivores visit Equestria so they know about meat as food, but to hear it come out of a pony's mouth? This is something for which they were just not prepared! It took them a couple minutes to recover and continue their eating.
After lunch, Tom felt another need show up. “Um, where's the restroom?” Celestia pointed a hoof to a pair of doors behind Tom. She walked over, getting more steady with her walking as she got more used to this body. She walked through one of the doors and noticed she wasn't alone.
Those at the table waited for it, and were not disappointed when they heard a stallion scream stallionly terror as the new Nightmare Moon rushed back out, stumbling before going into through other door. They couldn't help but laugh at the situation. It got worse when the door opened and  a black alicorn head came out.
“Um, I could use a little help here.” Twilight volunteered and when the door closed again there was a new roar of laughter among the group. Minutes later, both mares emerged from the room and, in a tone very much like the Nightmare Moon of old, the current Nightmare Moon said, “We will never ever speak of what happened in there, EVER!” Twilight nodded and they returned to the group. 
It was hours later with the sun setting giving Tom a spectacular view. She was in a nice room with a large comfy looking bed, a spacious living area with couches and stands for food and such and a very nice bathroom, which she had made use of, sadly with the help of a clearly trusted servant to get Tom all cleaned up and brushed. All this plush but she was still a prisoner. There were guards on the other side of her door and the windows were so small for her to squeeze through. She was left alone, as the others were all busy, with Twilight already in the Archives looking for clues, the others settling into their rooms and Luna heading back to bed, who sleeps during the day? Celestia seemed to be the day to day ruler of this land as she mentioned returning to her court. After she'd had a bath dried off the servant left her to her own devices and she happened to be next to the mirror, thus having the first good look of her new body. The black fur was almost glossy and her horn long and straight with that twirl that the horns here seem to have. But her two most interesting features were her eyes and mane, she included tail with the mane. 
Her eyes were not like any of the ponies as she kept hearing them refer to themselves. Theirs were rather human like though creepy big. Her's however were quite different, rather then having whites she had a light turquoise color with a darker turquoise for irises, then as the final touch her pupils were slits like the now not so fictional dragons. 'Why are my eyes different from the others? Not even Celestia and Luna who are alicorns like me have them so why me?'
Then there was the mane and tail. They weren't hair, didn't feel like it, didn't act like it, and a brush went through it like it was not there. She noticed that Celetia's and Luna's manes were also different, but not like hers either.  Both of theirs acted tangible like hair as it would be on a windy day, but without the wind. Luna's was much like her's though, seemingly to represent the night sky while Celestia's was like a rainbow. 'Seriously what is with the rainbow hair!?' But the oddest and coolest part she discovered about her hair was when she knocked a stand and a vase fell over. She instinctively tried to catch it with a hoof but before it had a chance her mane moved and actually caught it. For minutes she just stared at her mane and the vase that was still in it.
“What the heck?”, Tom said. With a thought, she manage to move her mane closer to her with the vase still in it. Then she moved it to return the vase to its spot. Curious, she took a more expendable item and played around with it in her mane. It was almost like having a hand again. She put it to great use and took a book to read. It was in English, thankfully. How they have the same written language as home is beyond her, but she wasn't going to look this gift horse snicker in the mouth. One less thing to learn.
She was reading for an hour after the sun went down when the door opened. She looked over and saw Celestia's head popping through the door.
“How are you doing Tom?”
“As well as can be expected. Though I could use some help in magic. As helpful as my mane is I saw how well your magic works at lunch.”
“Well, I could teach you some basics while we eat. I brought dinner with me.” Tom's eyes brighten at that since she was a little hungry. She put the book down and made room for them to sit as Celestia brought in a tray of food and drink. “Okay, step one. Close your eyes and search within yourself and find something in there that you never felt before.” Tom did as she said and searched within, unsure of what she would find having never done this before. At first she just felt her body breathing, but then she found it. Even to this day she can't describe what she felt but she knew it was what Celestia wanted her to find.
“Got it.”
“Good, now hold onto it and open your eyes.” Tom did so, and Celstia continued. “Now focus on the fork and I want you to apply some of that energy you are holding to the fork and lift it.” Tom focused on the fork and willed the energy, as Celestia worded it, and she saw an aura of turquoise surround the fork. She smiled at this, then put all her will into lifting the fork. She didn't lift it, but rather she sent it flying straight up and with a twonk it stuck its handle into the ceiling. Both alicorns looked at the fork vibrating like a tuning fork in the ceiling.
“I bet that hasn't happened before.” Tom commented as they both admired the vibrating fork.
“Actually, the last time it did was when Twilight first moved in as my apprentice. She had recently experienced a magic flare and there was after effects. Thank the sun she wasn't allowed in the library till the effects were gone.” Celestia used her magic to bring the fork back down. “Now try again but less magic this time.” It took a few more tries but Tom manage to lift it securely and not have it return to the ceiling. Soon, she was eating using her magic instead of her mane, though she wasn't as smooth as Celestia was with it.
“So Celestia, does your kind worship the sun?” Celestia snorted at that.
“What makes you think that?”
“Well you did say thank the sun.”
“Well I did, but we don't worship it. I personally take care of the sun, ensuring it rises and sets everyday as my sister does with the moon every night.”
“WOW! Back at my home on Earth they rise and set on there own. We have never worried about that.”
“Then in a way your world is blessed. The sun and moon have needed keepers for as long as I've known. Before me and my sister the unicorns took care of it, but after Discord's reign they couldn't anymore. Luckily for the world, the special talent of my sister and I is the moon and sun.”
“So do the ponies view you and Luna as goddesses?”
“For a time they did and even to this day there is a remnant of it in the culture. Both me and my sister prefer being seen as a whole as rulers, not goddesses, and by those closest to us as just ponies. We have not been entirely successful with that last one. Even after becoming a princess herself, Twilight will occasionally slip up and add the title when she speaks to me. I'm afraid it will take her some time to finally address me only as Celestia. But enough about me. What do you think of our world so far Tom?”
“Strange but funny and fascinating, I think I could live here happily if given the chance to.” Celestia seemed puzzled at the answer.
“Don't you want to go home?” Tom sighed, got up and walked to a window and watch the view before answering.
“Honestly what are my chances of getting home again? We don't even truly know how I even got here or how I got this body. And even if we did find a way to get me home I would be returning to death. I was dying, Celestia. My life there was over and while I have some friends who will mourn me there is no one left to go back for. But here, here I have a chance to do something. Even in the body of a mare who stands on the same platform as Hitler or Stalin from what I've seen so far. My last regret from my home world was not being able to do more. Well, now I've got that chance if you ponies will give it to me.” Tom felt something on her back and looked to see Celestia giving a sympathetic look.
“You remind me of Luna when she returned, wanting to prove yourself worthy if just given the chance. She got it and is now loved by many in Equestria. She redeemed herself in their eyes and perhaps you can redeem the form you now wear. I will promise you the chance to do so Tom, when it is time. Until then, learn of this world.” Celestia started walking to the door and opened it. She then paused and looked at Tom. “If you are determined to make a life for yourself here, I suggest a new name since you are now female.” Tom looked at her deadpanned and replied.
“I promised to think of one that's female but not some corny cartoon villain name.” She saw Celestia snort and leave and she turned back to the window and the beautiful night sky. The sky of her new home if only they would accept her.

			Author's Notes: 
THanks to Twisted Code for editing


	
		The Name



	Tom was in darkness, complete and utter darkness. She called out a hello and notice she had her old voice back. Did Tom end up back in his world? That would be just great. What was the point of that other world? To tease him about life before taking it away? A dark figure appeared but before he could say anything a knife appeared and was lunged at him.
“AAAAAAHHHHHHH!” THUMP! “OOWW!” Tom opened his...her, hell Tom didn't know anymore. The being that was Tom opened it's eyes. She saw a room bathed in light. The ceiling was high and white. Definitely not his room in the apartment or a hospital.  And there was a clear view of her new gender and that ethereal tail. She heard a door open and heard a male voice ask.
“Ma'am are you okay?” 
Tom sighed and replied, “I'm fine but I think my pride took a mortal wound.” 
She heard him chuckle at that comment, “What happened ma'am?”
“Just a nightmare -- DON'T YOU DARE GO THERE!” She heard the gears going in his head even from where she was. She then tried to straighten herself out. She was initially upside down with her bed propping her up. She allowed herself to slide to her side, and then worked on getting herself up. What happened the next few minutes Tom didn't want to remember. She was still getting use to hooves and struggling to get up even with the bed for support. The stupid guard LAUGHING the entire time didn't help matters. She finally manage to get to her feet and with a huff she tried to regain her composure. Seeing that all was okay the guard started to leave.
“Well all is well so I'll return to my post.” He paused with an evil gleam in his eyes. “But I will admit, I never thought I would see a full moon during the day.” He left and the door closed leaving a blushing Tom.
“I'LL GET YOU FOR THAT! SOMEDAY, SOMEHOW I WILL GET YOU FOR THAT!” She heard both her guards laughing through the door and she sighed in defeat. She cantered to her bathroom and washed her face to wake herself up more and she looked at her wet face and the draconic eyes that are now hers. She rubbed her face with a towel and brushed her fur smooth when there was a knock at the door. “Come in.” The door opened to reveal a smaller dark blue alicorn. “Princess Luna, what can I do for you?” The smaller alicorn looked guilty.
“I....I wanted to apologize to you.”
“What for, surely you didn't have anything to do with me having this body or being here?”
“I did not. But I ignored your dream and the guards reported that you had a nightmare. So I apologize for not ridding you of your nightmare.”
Tom stared at her for a minute before replying.
“You have control over dreams?”
“Goes with being the princess of the night. I monitor the dreams of the ponies of Equestria. I can turn nightmares in to wonderful dreams.”
“For everyone?”
“Well I do have limits. I try to only do equestrian dreams and look for really bad nightmares and especially keep an eye on ponies important to me. And you are an important pony but....”
“I represent something you would rather forget?” Luna silently nodded. Tom walked to her window. “I can't help that, Luna. I had no choice in this body. Please look past the outer shell to what is contained within.” Tom felt something on her side and she looked to see Luna close with a wing extended to touch her side and a small smile.
“I promise you Tom to try. Will you join me and my sister for a meal as an apology?”
“Sounds nice, let's go I'm getting hungry.” The two leave with the guards following a discreet distance away from the two alicorns.
“So what was the nightmare about, Tom?” Luna asked.
“My stabbing.” Luna winced at that and again apologized. “Even if I was still in my world with my old body that would haunt me. Please don't worry about it.” Luna said nothing but silently vowed to keep a better eye on Tom's dreams. She would not make her sister's mistake and ignore it like she did her issue.
Another pair of guards opened the doors to the private dining room as they approached and they entered to see Celestia, Pinkie Pie, Rarity, Fluttershy, and Applejack. Twilight and Rainbow Dash were missing. Celestia looked up and smiled.
“Good morning Luna and Tom.”
“Good morning sister.”
“Aren't we missing a couple?” Tom asked. That brought out an even bigger smile from Celestia and she answered.
“Well Twilight is still in the archives. When she gets in a study mode you can't get her out of there. Only me promising a new spell has gotten her out of it before. But I don't know about Rainbow Dash.”
"She's likely sleepin' in. That mare's most always nappin' when she ain't workin' on tha weather or stunts... or pranks."  Applejack interjected. Tom walked over to the table and sat down.
“I say my dear, while not regal your stride has improved. One could hardly tell you weren't use to a pony form.” Rarity noted which shocked Tom.
“I......I didn't even notice.” A butler came up and Tom picked some pancakes and milk and ate in relative silence, though that's not to say he didn't throw a comment in here and there. Eventually the meal ended and Luna went to bed while the others began breaking up for what ever they do in the castle, but not before they had a giggle at Tom as she hesitated to check the signs before heading into the rest room. It would be a while before Tom would live that one down.
When Tom entered her quarters again she saw several books on a nearby stand with a note on the top one. She walked up to the the book and read the note.
Dear Tom,
I know you are interested in learning about the magic you now have. I will try to make time to teach you about it, especially your alicorn magic. Sadly the court needs me so much that it restricts my ablity to teach you. I'll try to see if I can get Twilight to train you as well but until then here are some books on unicorn magic. Have a pleasant day Tom.
Princess Celestia
Tom smiled at the note and grabbed the first book. It was a kid's book named 'Magic and You.' Tom shook her head in amusement. She couldn't really complain, any book to help her learn the basics of magic, as she needed, would be kid's books. Grabbing a few more books she went to a couch and began reading.
Besides a lunch break, Tom spent all day reading the books until it was time for dinner. She nodded to her guards and walked to the private dinning room. When she got there she saw Luna again and the others, this time with a coffee mug. The mug was black with green letters saying, 'Don't make me release the BAT PONIES!' She loved Luna's sense of humor. Then she noticed the cyan colored pegasus and a lavender alicorn, nose still in a book.
“Wow, They do exist.” Tom comments causing the others to laugh. Rainbow Dash pouted and Twilight actually looked up and blushed.
“And I didn't even have to tempted her with a spell.” Celestia said with a smile. Causing Twilight to give the saddest face. That was too much for Tom and she fell over hugging her sides. It took Tom a few minutes to get a hold of herself.
“Wow, if you could weaponize that cuteness it would be a weapon of mass destruction.”
"Only if it was tha Cutie Mark Crusaders."  Applejack said with a frown.
“Who?” Tom asked.
"Mah sister Applebloom, and her friends Sweetie Belle and Scootaloo.They haven't got their cutie marks yet so they go crusadin' ta get 'em." Applejack shook her head at her sister's antics.
“SSSOOOO have you picking a new name Tommy?” Said a pink blur hanging from her head that she assumed was Pinkie Pie. With some focus she grabbed the pink pony with her magic and sat her down on a nearby pillow. 
“I actually have, thought of it last night. I needed a new name for my new gender and wanted one that could tie to my old world. It also needed to tie to my new body so my name is Selene, which is another name for moon.” All the ponies showed or spoke their approval though it seemed that Luna was very happy. 'Wonder why?' Selene thought to herself when Pinkie butt in again.
“You know what this calls for? A PARTY! And it have to be extra special since it's not only Selene's naming but I'm late for a Welcome to Equestria party. Princess Celestia may I use the ballroom?” The white alicorn smiled brightly and said.
“Of course Pinkie, anything you need is at your disposal.” Selene swore she heard a squee before the pink mare just disappeared in a blur of pink. Selene looked and pointed where she went before looking back at the group and asked.
“Is she seriously going to make a party because I chose a new name?”
“Yup that pony will throw a party for anything.” Rainbow Dash answered. “Honestly I'm surprised it took her this long to do one for you. Which means it's going to be 20% awesomer!”
“But why? She barely knows me. I have only been her a couple of days and in a form you didn't have a great time with from what I read.”
“As long as she brings joy and laughter to somepony she is quite happy. And she wants you to be happy.” Selene couldn't say anything to that.
An hour later Rarity came to Selene's room asking her to follow. Selene did and after a few minutes they had arrived at the ballroom. The unicorn opened the doors and Selene was shocked. She expected a few generic balloons or banners and maybe a generic cake. NOPE. There was tons of balloons, streamers, table cloths on what tables there were, various games, party hats, and at the far end a large banner saying 'WELCOME TO EQUESTRIA SELENE!' Pinkie came out of nowhere and blew a party horn in her face. 
“YAH! Selene's here now the party can really start!” Still wide eye Selene asked.
“How did you get this all done so fast?”
"Silly Selene, I never leave home without my party cannon."
BOOM! And Selene was covered in confetti. Somehow that pink pony manage to get a cannon nearly her size out of her MANE! Selene just stood there slack-jawed a minute before shaking her head.
"I'm just going to enjoy the party and worry about physics breaking ponies later." She started to walk away when she felt something on her back and felt something put around her head. She looked behind her to see Pinkie on her back. "Pinkie, what did you put on my head?"
"A party hat." Pinkie then hopped off and Selene continued into the room. She saw all but Celestia and Luna in attendance and greeted each of them before Pinkie got the games started. First one was pin the tail on the pony and, since Selene was the guest of honor, she went first. Blind folded and spun a couple of times she cautiously moved forward with the tail in her magic and she had her wings out and found the wall. She placed the tail  where she thought the ponies rear was. She took the blind fold off and saw she placed it on the ponies belly. She looked to the others and shrugged.
Many of the games were just plan childish but it didn't bother Selene as she never really got the chance to play them being born late in her parents life. Besides, Twilight and her friends made it enjoyable.
Then came the dancing. Selene tried to bow out saying she hasn't tried dancing in this body but she was no match for Applejack, Rainbow Dash, and Pinkie Pie as they pulled or pushed her onto the dance floor. She did her best and to her surprise she heard Rarity and Rainbow Dash comment she was better than Twilight. Selene eventually manage to bow out saying she was hungry. They all decided to break into the cake. It was now that Selene got her first look at the cake. It was covered mostly in brown frosting but in the center was a purple circle with a teal colored crescent moon in the center. Hugging the bottom in white frosting was her new name. Selene manage to pick up the knife and cut a piece out. She placed it on a paper plate and when she lifted it up she saw it was a chocolate cake, her favorite. How did Pinkie know? How could she possibly know? She looked at the pink pony with tears in her eyes. Pinkie's smile died and she asked.
"What's wrong Selene?"
"Nothing Pinkie," Selene took at wing and hugged Pinkie with it. "Thank you Pinkie, I don't know how you did it but thank you.".
"No problem, I always give my all to make a friend happy."
"You....you consider me a friend?".
Pinkie nodded, "YUPERONIE!"
"Do you all think that?" The others looked at each other before Twilight spoke.
"We would be honored to be your friends." Yup, Selene couldn't help it. She cried in joy, She'd steal her man card back later but right now she needed this and before she could act all six ponies hugged her. The jolt made her lose her grip on the cake.
"NO NOT THE CAKE!" She wailed, but before it could hit the ground Rainbow Dash caught it. "Nice catch Rainbow Dash."
"Heh, no problem Selene." Rainbow gave back the plate and Selene passed out other slices to the mares with her. With everyone having there one piece Selene bit into her piece enjoying the cake and her new friends.
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	Selene felt weird in the head, and had a massive headache. Touching a hoof to her forehead, she rubbed it and opened her eyes as she groaned. Her room was upside down and that confused her till she noticed her ethereal mane pooling above her head. Or more accurately below her head. She looked around and saw that she was on the end of her bed with her head hanging over the side. How did she even get here? The last thing she remembered was cider and cake at the party Pinkie threw for her. A party where she made her first friends in this world. That thought brought a smile to her lips. That smile died a quick and tragic death as she righted herself and lifted her neck up. Only to have a massive headache return. 'Note to self, go easy on the hard cider.' she manage to get to the door and peek out to face her guards.
“Can one of you go get me some aspirin? I have a massive hangover.” For once the guards could sympathize with the black alicorn, having had hangovers before.
“Ma'am you head back to bed I'll get a healer for you.” Selene nodded and manage to get back to the bed and laid there for minutes even closing her eyes. A bright glow hit her and she jerked her eyes opened to see a female unicorn next to her with her horn glowing.
“Easy ma'am, almost done.” The glow continued for a minute before the unicorn stopped it. Selene's head felt much better. “There you go ma'am. How do you feel?”
“Much better, what was that?”
“Ease ache spell. Perfect for hangovers.”
“Note to self. LEARN this spell. Well thanks a lot.”
“No problems ma'am, you have a good day.” The unicorn then zipped out of the room fast. Maybe a little too fast and Selene did notice a tad of fear. She sighed as the legacy of Nightmare Moon haunts her. Well after yesterday Selene just wanted a nice restful day reading more of the books. She especially wanted to  look for the Ease Ache Spell, So she started going through the books looking for it.
Unbeknownst to her something pink was closing in.
It amazed Selene how Pinkie Pie, the renowned party pony can mix up confetti with  cake batter. Now instead of relaxing and reading she was out in one of the smaller more private gardens while the servants cleaned her room. To her credit Pinkie looked sorry and offered to make an apology cake to which Selene replied.
“Only if it's not shot out of a cannon.”
She was almost alone in the small garden. Several paces away her guards kept an eye on her. She couldn't even check out the main garden for fear of discovery. The curse of being in a villain's body, she was in a gilded cage. She laid down on the grass and enjoyed the sun light.
She was there for a few minutes till she saw a rainbow streak zip by in the air. She followed it as it twirled around before it sped towards her.
“Hey Selene! What'cha doing?”
“Oh Rainbow that was you. Well after Pinkie's cannon fluke I can't read any of my books so I'm out here.”
“Oh Pinkie, she can go overboard. Hey since you aren't doing anything, you wanna try to fly?”
“You would train a complete noob like me?”
“Who better then Equestria's best flier. First let me check out your wings, it's unlikely you properly tended to them.” Rainbow flew behind her and inspected Selene's wings. “Yup they need preening, just to let you know this will feel pleasurable.” Rainbow then set into preening the wings and explaining what Selene needs to do so she can do this herself. And boy was Rainbow right. It DID feel good. And ten minutes later Rainbow was done and hovered in front of Selene. “Okay first spread your wings out.” Selene did so since she has gotten use to their presences and how to move them in the past few days. “Good, good. Now now flap them slow and strong.” Selene did so and was already feeling some lift and tried to go a little faster in her wing beats and soon was a few feet, or was it hooves in the air.
“I'm flying, I'm actually flying!” Selene proclaimed with glee.
“Looking good Selene, now try to move forward” Selene did try but ended up face first in the ground with Rainbow chuckling in the background. She got to her hooves and with a determined look she took to the air again. And crashed again when she tried to move forward. She got to her hooves yet again and took to the air yet again.
A few hours later Selene and Rainbow Dash head for lunch. Selene could now fly but landing was another story. Even the guards took cover a couple of times and that poor tree will never be the same. But Selene was proud, batter and bruised but she could fly now.
“You've got determination kid. You would be Wonderbolt material in a few months.” Rainbow said smugly. Selene just eyed her with a the seriously look.
“Kid? Rainbow in both of my bodies I am older than you. And Wonderbolts, sounds like a stunt team.”
“They are a combination of stunt fliers and military unit. Most of the time they do fantastic stuff during events and ceremonies but are also a quick response team when a crisis arises.”
“Sounds similar to the Blue Angels back home. They use jets to fly and they are painted blue with yellow highlights.” Rainbow's eyes bug out in surprise.
“THAT'S WONDERBOLT COLORS!” The look ponies look at each other for a minute as the fact sunk in.
“Creepy.” Selene finally says.
Entering the dining room for lunch Selene saw Celestia and her new friends. Near the end of lunch Selene asked Celestia about her court. The white alicorn groaned.
“It was trying today, so many petty squabbles that should be handled by the actual courts not my Day Court. There are a few that do need my judgment and a few I do take joy in laying down a decision, but not that much today. I'm so tempted to have some cake.”
“Well why not have some?” Selene asked.
“I'm on a bit of a diet to slim myself down.” 
“UUUggghhh!” Selene groaned as she tossed her fork down, got up, and stood next to Celestia before dropping down on a cushion she took with her and lined her rump next to Celestia's. “Okay I have had this body for only a few days so I'm assuming that It's like what it was as Nightmare Moon?” The other's nodded so she continued. “Okay so look at my flank compared to yours. Besides fur and cutie mark do you see any difference?”  Eyes wide Celestia shook her head. “Then as a former male and someone the same size as you I can honestly say this. YOU! ARE! NOT! FAT!” She took a piece of cake and put it in front of Celesita and before Celestia could act Selene opened her mouth and stuffed the piece in. “Enjoy the cake.” She got up and started for the door taking note of all the drop jaws. She even got Pinkie to jaw drop. 'Mental fist pump.' Selene had the grandest smile on her lips all the way to her room.
Later that night she heard a female laughing hard and loud. Looking out her window she saw the main garden and saw the Royal Sisters out there and, thanks to her excellent night vision, she could clearly see what they were doing. Celestia was sitting on the grass with her ears back and ….Was that a blush on her face? Luna meanwhile was on her back hugging her barrel with her hindlegs kicking in the air as she laughed.
“She....stuffed.... a piece.....of cake.....in your mouth! BWHAHAHAHAHAHAHAH!” Selene couldn't help but smile as she went back to her reading. As different as things are on this planet the relationship of siblings remains the same. A relationship she would admit being envious of.
*             *             *           *            *           *
Selene was in a dark alley with a redden night sky. She heard a scream and raced towards it and saw two dark figures, human figures. The bigger one turned to her and a bright light shown before revealing a blade glinting moonlight. Selene back up a bit but the figure closed in. Then a light blue beam tore through the figure and through the alley leaving darkness and a familiar figure.
“Luna!” Selene said gladly, or Tom as he heard his voice again and look down to see his old body.
“Good evening Selene, so this is what you looked like before.” The Lunar Princess looked him over.
“What do you think?” The former human asked.
“It is strange and I honestly prefer you in my alter ego's body which I will admit is strange to say but maybe it's my hope of you redeeming it.” Tom saw her chuckle. “And you had a great start with that cake thing.”
“I DID THAT THREE WEEKS AGO!”
“And it's still hilarious! Heck, one time it took me and Tia a whole decade to get over a prank one of us did on a noble. I you managed to pull a great one on Tia with little planing. That is quite a feat I assure you. And beware, while Tia isn't as mischievous as I, Rainbow Dash, or Pinkie Pie, she can pull of some whoopers when inclined. And she may be inclined to do so with you.” Luna then had an impish smile and said. “Well, enjoy your dream, for it should be far more pleasant now.” With that she faded away and in her place He was in a park that was near his old home but he saw his new friends waiting for him.
A beam of sunlight awoke Selene from her dream. 'Curse you CELESTIA!' She yawned and stretched and go through her normal routine since she had arrived at the castle. It had been two weeks since Twilight and the others returned to their home since Selene was apparently not Nightmare Moon nor would become her in the foreseeable future. They had jobs to go back to but did promise to visit. Twilight does come every few days to help train Selene in magic. she was getting good at it despite Twilight's over the top explanations. In a few more years she might be as good as the princesses, maybe. She looked out her window to see the early morning sun and noticed a dark object in the sky. She narrowed her eyes and saw the last thing she expected to see, a zeppelin. This country had a freaking zeppelin. She watched it slowly approach the city and it was pretty big size of a freighter back home. It was starting to get over the city when Selene saw an explosion on the side. The couple of propeller engines on that side stopped working causing the airship to slowly turn and Selene saw the damage area growing as the skeleton buckled from the strain. That sucker was going to crash, crash right onto the city. She couldn't let that happen. She ran out of her room and her poor guards got hit by the doors as she ran to a balcony and leaped into the air.
Once airborne Selene headed to the crippled airship and started charging her horn. This was going to take a lot and would be the biggest thing she tried to lift to date. She closed in on the damage side and caught a pegasus mare flying nearby. The mare was shocked at Selene's appearance but Selene hoped to snap her out of it.
“Ma'am I need you to tell the captain to try to head for the grass below. I will use my magic to keep the ship together and help steer it down there.” With that she unleashed her magic and an aura of dark blue surrounded her horn and the zeppelin. Then she noticed the mare just hovering there still with a shocked look on her face.
“LADY THE LIVES OF THE PONIES ONBOARD ARE IN DANGER GET TO THE CAPTAIN!” Wow that was loud and was that wind coming out of her mouth? No matter, the zeppelin was her concern. She flew parallel to the ship and feeling the strain on herself keeping the thing aloft. 'Come on, if you're stuck in a body of a super villainess then she had better have the super stuff to go with it.' She saw the ground steadily closing in but thankfully not in a 'WE'RE GOING TO CRASH!' way but rather a gentle landing. Her magic felt the bottom of the ship touch the ground and she released the ship and landed feeling mentally tired. She just stood there catching her breathe as the crew and passengers got out of the vessel. It took her a minute to notice how quiet they were and she looked over to see them just staring at her. She lowered her head a bit and lightly waved a hoof and meekly said. “Hi.” There was silence till a mare pony cried out.
“It's Nightmare Moon! RUN!” And they all did, thankfully in the direction of Canterlot. Selene just shook her head and saw a white, gold flash and Celestia appeared.
“Selene what are you doing out here?” She asked with concern.
“Oh just just saving a bunch of ponies from certain death and injury in total superhero style! Only to have then run and scream at the sight of me.” Selene knocked a pebble with her hoof.
“Well good job but let's get you out of here.” Celestia's horn glowed and they were enveloped in light and Selene's stomach felt weird and when the light faded they were in her room. “Now I must handle this issue, please Selene do not leave this room.” 
“Fine.” Selene sighed and Celestia teleported out. “So much for being a hero for these ponies.” Selene mumbled and headed for her bed.
An hour later there was a knock on her door. “Selene, may I come in?” A muffled Luna's voice asked. Selene opened the door and a cheerful looking Luna came in. “I figured with all the commotion you didn't get breakfast so I brought it to you.”
“Thanks, I was getting hungry. I guess the crisis woke you up?” Luna walked in with a tray of delicious smelling food and a pair of mugs. 
“It did and Tia, furthermore, wants me awake for the aftermath of all of this. But do not worry I have come prepared.” She revealed two mugs. Of them, she lifted a purple mug with the scent of coffee coming from it. Selene noticed some writing in teal that said 'HUZZAH!' The other was bluish black with constellations on it. Selene took the darker mug since Luna learned that Selene was not into hot drinks. Selene looked in and saw chocolate milk, her second favorite drink which thankfully remained unchanged with this new body. Luna then lifted the cover to reveal an array of donuts. “I had Doughnut Joe make some fresh ones for us. The castle cooks just can't make them like he does." Between the two alicorns of the night the donuts stood no chance and the great doughnut massacre was devastating and quick with no survivors.
“I bet Celestia would be jealous if she knew.”
“Nah, she has her own box by her as she handles this. Doughnuts are her second comfort food after cake.” Selene's cheerful mood ended.
“Sorry about that, trying to do the right thing and everything blows up.” She felt a hoof on her shoulder and saw Luna with a sympathetic smile.
“Selene you did indeed do the right thing and I'm proud of that. My sister though is a very delicate planner and you actions threw her plans out the window and it makes her a bit on edge. I honestly think Twilight rubbed off a bit on her. Look, my sister was trying to do what was best for you and figuring out how to reveal you to the rest of Equestria. All of that is in shambles. The cause was noble, but she has to figure out how to handle the fact the ponies of our nation have seen you before we were ready and now think Nightmare Moon is back. So please don't take her reaction poorly. Ruling a nation is not easy, even with mine and Twilight's help.”
“It makes sense and it's makes me feel better that even you two, each considered the epitome of perfection, can be caught off guard by things. I'll do what I can to help.”
The next day was quite energetic. Ponies racing all round the hallways on various tasks. The only calm was the private dinning room where she had her meals with Luna and Celestia.
“Busy today.” Selene commented as she sat down and ordered her breakfast.
“We'll need to make your reveal as soon as possible so we are making an address today. I'll need you to be there.”
“No problem since I did kinda of cause this, so do they know what went wrong with the zeppelin?”
“It's more like what didn't go wrong.” Luna commented as she sipped her coffee. “Safety features were not working or even installed, the equipment was not the best quality, most of the crew were not properly trained and the metal wasn't right. It seems the only good thing about that airship was its actual design. If everything was in there and of the proper quality the whole incident would not of happened.”
“So the owner cost cut to save money only to lose more then what he would have spent on all the legal issue. Dumb move. So what's the game plan?”
“Twilight and Rarity are coming in by chariot.” Celestia replied. “My former student is quite popular with my ponies and even starting to rival her sister in law Cadance. Her supporting you will help severely in public opinion. As for Rarity...” Celestia was interrupted by the doors opening and Twilight and Rarity coming in.
Twilight spoke first “Good morning, princesses, sorry for the wait, I had to wake up Rarity.” 
Celestia frowned, “Twilight how many times have I told you to drop the titles with me and Luna. You hold equal rank to us.” 
Twilight looked down and sighed, “Sorry Prin..Celestia.” 
A small smile appeared on Celestia's lips, “Since I did get you up early to be here I'll let it slide this time. You two care to join us for breakfast?” It was Rarity who answered first.
“Your highness as much as I would like to, I need to get Selene ready for her big reveal. I shall have to eat later for every minute is precious.”
“Woah! Woah! Woah! Timeout here.” Selene said waving her fore hooves before doing the iconic T motion. “What the heck does Rarity need to do?”
“We need to get you done up and look spectacular for your debut my dear. Get your hair done up and of course fitted with a proper dress.” Rarity answered. She looked to Celestia and asked. “Do you have a place setup for me to work?”
“Yes the same place during Cadance's wedding.” Celestia got in before Selene could say anything to Rarity.
“First off my hair is a freaking magical starfield attached to my head, what could you possible do to that. And a dress? HELL NO! No fro-fro dress for me. I'll just have a bath and make my coat nice and shiny.”
“I admit the mane will be an issue but  you simply must have a dress for this.”
“No.”
“Yes, fabulousity demands it.”  Steel enters Rarity's eyes and her horn glows a very light blue color and the glow appears around Selene. Rarity then leaves with her magic dragging Selene to the door as the newest alicorn struggles, But Rarity's grip is ironclad.
“I don't want a dress! I Don't want to wear a dress! I Don't Need a dress you ponies go most of the time buck naked! NNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOO!” Selene screams as she disappears down the hall dragged by Rarity. Meanwhile the princess were laughing their flanks off.
They were about halfway through their breakfast when they heard.
“nnnnnnnNNNNNNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooo!” They saw Selene run like the wind with a scary looking Rarity chasing her with fabric and tools floating above her as she chased the Alicorn down. The guards were unsure what to do while the Celestia and Luna fell to the floor laughing at the scene. It would stay with them for centuries.
Selene glared at the closed door in front of her. Here she thought she could get along with Rarity but NOOOO, that mare just HAD to get her in a dress. Selene will give her this, that unicorn can work fast under pressure. The dress she was - uuggghhh - wearing was comfy and matched her new body.  The fabric was made to look like her starry mane with mirrored pieces to shimmer like the stars when the light hit them right. It was finished off with a teal trim and matching teal shoes I think I'll go for. The doors opened and Celestia, Luna, and Twilight all dressed in their own gowns strode onto the balcony facing the bulk of Canterlot. When they reached the end Celestia began.
“My little ponies, I know you have heard amazing tales about the events that happened yesterday. Some maybe true, some clearly not. I am hear to address some of those tales.  Many of you believe Nightmare Moon has returned. As you can see by dear sister Luna is right here, not as her alter ego Nightmare Moon. Besides from Nightmare Night she does not don that persona's form at all. However that was not her that rescued the crippled zeppelin yesterday. Instead it was a new pony that has arrived here in Equestria by strange means and while she has the form of the dreaded Mare in the Moon she is not her. I present to you all. SELENE!” Selene put on a happy face and approached the end of the balcony. She look over and saw what had to be the entire population of Canterlot below her. No pressure, right.
“Ponies of Equestria, I know my form and appearance frightens you. You have every right to be frighten of it due to the past behind it. But now there is more behind this body. Before I came to Equestria and in this body I was staring death in the face after saving a mare from rape and possibly death. By some miracle, magic, whatever you want to call it I found myself here in this country and in the body. What little I have seen of your country and from what I have been able to read I can say this. I wish the planet where I came from had more countries like this. While not perfect you seem to thrive and be happy and I want to experience more of that. So I stand here today offering my hoof out in friendship hoping you will grasp it and make a new legacy for this form. Not of terror and Eternal Night but of hope and friendship.” A roar and stomping came from the crowd as she stepped away.
“Well done Selene. A very moving speech.” Celestia commented as they head back in.
“I spoke from my heart and gave them the honest truth. If only more politicians back home understood that.”
As the four alicorns returned to the castle inside the crowd dispersed and a certain pony still looked up at the balcony. With a thoughtful look on her face.
“I need to tell the boss about this.” She said to herself as she raced into the city.
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	The unicorn mare entered a dark room and she could see the vague outline of her boss sitting before her.
“Report agent.”
“Ma'am I saw it myself, Nightmare Moon is back but she isn't acting herself. She saved that airship and did a speech I would have expected to see Princess Twilight or Princess Cadance spout.”
“Hhhhmmmm, she's either lying low by pretending to be reformed or something went drastically wrong with the spell. Setup observation teams to watch her. We must know the truth of her current state. I'll have the Unicorns and the other mages prepare a new spell in case she isn't properly Nightmare Moon.” The unicorn nodded and left to fulfill her orders. The boss used her mane to grab a drink. “Soon, soon our plans will be fulfilled. MUHAHAHAHAHAH! Whoa! Got to watch myself there, evil laugh is for Mane-iac not me.” The boss took a sip and planned for the future.
Selene stretched her whole body as she awoke for a new day. Yesterday was her big reveal to Equestria and, since no mob stormed the castle, she figured it went over well, but the next few days will tell for sure. After a wash and some brushing she again made her way to the dinning room and saw everyone there. Saying her hellos she ordered her meal.
“So Selene, any plans today?” Celestia asked.
“I want to see Canterlot itself. I didn't get the chance when we arrived a few weeks ago.”
“That might be a good idea but I'm sending guards for your protection.” She summoned a servant over and exchange words before the pony left. “They will be waiting for you when you are done with your breakfast.”
“Deal.” Then Selene noticed a tray of doughnuts and the distinctive style of Doughnut Joe. Picking one up, she told it “Oh yes, your frosting will become one with my stomach. Resistance is futile, for I am SELENE!” and with that she bit into the doughnut with a blissful smile to the merriment of her fellow diners. Eying Celestia who was laughing the loudest Selene quipped. “Celestia, I have one word. CAKE.” The Princess stopped laughing and blushed at bit. With a wicked smile, Selene finished the doughnut and looked for her next victim. 
There wasn't much to talk about since they were all waiting on how the public will react to Selene. Meal over and a bathroom break later Selene bid them all a goodbye and went through the doors where she saw a pair of guards waiting, one with some saddlebags.
“Lady Selene, the Princess thought you might like to buy some things so these saddlebags have some bits in them for your use.” Standard policy was that all alicorns are prince or princess depending on gender. Selene, however, was quite unique, being the twisted form of a current princess with a dark history. She was in a gray area. Currently, Celestia declares her a noble and thus she gets the title Lady. Among her discussions with Celestia and Luna they decided to give her a stipend like they got. They hoped they would have some of this cleared up soon but there would have to be heavy debates with nobles on her final standing. Frankly Selene had no real interest in the title or responsibilities that come with being a princess of this country.
“Excellent.” She said as she took the saddle bags and put them on her back. “There, now you are not encumbered should you have to defend me. Hopefully, gentlemen, I will not have need of it.” With that she headed for the castle entrance with the guards in tow.
Selene got her first look of Canterlot from the ground. It reminded her of a European city but with wider streets. Most buildings here had two to three floors and there were ponies hustling and bustling about down there with you but you were to to work or buying and selling. Some of the activity died a bit when she was noticed. They were all waiting for something. Selene raised her hoof and with a forced smile she said.
“Hello everypony, lovely day we are having.” The silence continued. 'WHY MUST THE SILENCE CONTINUE!?' Then a small filly rushed up to her.
“Why are you so tall and what's with your mane and tall?” Selene smile turned genuine and lowered her head to the filly.
“The answer to both is that I'm an alicorn like Princess Celestia.”
“But what about Princesses Cadance and Twilight? They don't have manes like that.”
“Well they are not as old as me. One day their manes will be like mine.”
“Well you're still pretty.”  Selene, seizing an opportunity to show off, picked her up with her mane.
“Why thank you little one. Now can you point out your parents?”
“Ummmm,” The little filly looked around a bit. “Oh there they are.” Selene walked over to them and they had clear worry on their face. Handing the filly over (a phrase that was, for once since coming to Equestria, arguably applicable) Selene commented.
“You have a wonderful daughter, even if she tries you at times.”
“Th-thank you Nightmare...” Selene lifted a hoof up to silence her.
“I am Selene, not Nightmare. I never want to be a nightmare to you all.” The mare nodded.
“Thank you Lady Selene. I am Morning Rays, this is my husband Beam Wave. And this little bundle is Morning Wave.” Selene smiled at the family of unicorns.
“A pleasure to meet you. Have a wonderful day.”
“That was so cool that her hair carried me. Favorite Princess ever!” Selene just shook her head. 'Can I not escape the fact that all known alicorns are princesses?' 
She went to a few stores and stalls and bought a couple things she liked and a couple of good gifts for Luna and Celestia. Quite a few of the store clerks were nervous around her but they didn't run away in terror so that's a plus. It will take time for ponies to smile and greet her, and time is one thing she now has an abundance of. She did have a couple of times where a bunch of ponies threw insults at her about eternal night and wanting her out of Equestria or banished to the moon. The guards came between them and Selene and she did her best to ignore them and so far they eventually gave up.
For lunch she went to Doughnut Joe's and again silence happened when she entered. He tried to put on a brave face as Selene approached him.
“W-what can I getcha ma'am?”
“Five old fashion glazed doughnuts with a glass of Chocolate milk.” She pauses to look at her guards. “And anything they want.” They didn't move at first and Selene frowned. “Well come on, you must be hungry and I will NOT have starving guards. So order something.” The two looked at each other and their will seemed to be weakening. “Come on, you are practically law enforcement and law enforcement loves doughnuts. Can't you smell that delicious aroma? HHHhhmmmmm?” With a sigh they both gave in and gave there orders. With food in hand they picked a table and enjoyed their meal. Selene had a priceless look of pure bliss as she chomped down on a baked good. The usual activity of the shop returned shortly thereafter.
The sun had set when she returned from her trip in Canterlot and after a stop in her room to drop off most of the stuff she bought she went to the dinning room to meet with the rest of the diners.
“So how was your trip into Canterlot Selene?” Celestia asked with a smile. 
'Seriously what is with that smile? Only Pinkie seems to break her in number of smiles per day.' Selene thought to herself. Outwardly she replied. “Well the townspeople aren't at the gate with pitchforks so I say pretty well.” That got a chuckle from Celestia. Rarity  craned her neck over glancing at the bag Selene brought with her.
“I see you did some shopping dear.”
“I did but I wasn't sure what to get all of you since I honestly don't know you well enough, unlike these two yahoos.” Selene gestured at the Sun and Night princesses who frowned and pouted. To which Selene responded with a raspberry showing it was in jest.
“So what did you get us?” Luna asked. 
“Well since I see you with coffee so much I got this.” Using her magic Selene brought out a coffee mug. It was a dark blue with the words  'Do not approach unless empty' in white. Luna chuckled at the mug.
“Just my style, thank you Selene.”
“You're welcome, and for you Celestia.” Her magic lifted out a weight measuring device. “There now you can see whether or not you have gained weight.”  Celestia glared at the device floating in front of her then looked at me. I smiled at her and I heard a high pitch sound. 'Wait a minute, did I just squee? Oh great I did didn't I? Help me I'm becoming like PINKIE!' Celestia just shook her head and took the gift. The rest of dinner was a fairly quiet affair.
Two days later Selene was in her room reading a book when she heard a knock on her door.
“Come in.” The door opened to reveal Rarity. “Oh no, it's the dress demon!”
“Really dear it couldn't have been that bad?” she asked, “You looked fabulous in it. Anyway a dear friend of mine wants to meet you and I've okayed it with the Princess for another trip outside.” Selene looked pointedly at Rarity.
“No dresses?”
“As lovely as you would look in one it is not required for this meeting.” Selene marked her book and closed it.
“Okay let's go.” The two leave the castle, again with a pair of guards in tow. 
Rarity lead them through Canterlot till she lead them to an impressive mansion that was three, maybe four stories tall. The unicorn rang a bell and in a minute the door opened and an earth pony in a butler’s uniform opened it.
“Ah Miss Rarity, a pleasure to see you again.” The butler replied. He had accent that Selene would think one such as him would have. 
“And always to you Reliably Proper. I believe we are expected?”
“Indeed Miss Rarity. He is waiting in the green house for the both of you.” The butler led them to the back of the mansion to a large greenhouse that seemed half the length of the mansion. At a table in the center of the green house sat a white unicorn with a blue mane and mustache, a monocle, and wearing a tux. Upon seeing them he got up and with the same style of accent that Rarity uses greeted them.
“Ah, Miss Rarity. So glad you could bring her with you.”
“Well you asked nicely and Selene was interested.”  Turning to address Selene Rarity continued. “Selene allow me to introduce you to my dear friend Fancy Pants. Fancy Pants, my latest friend and newcomer to our world Selene.” The first thing going through Selene's mind was. 
'Fancy Pants!? Seriously some parents named him FANCY PANTS!? He isn't even wearing pants and in this culture why would he even need them?' Outwardly she raised a hoof to shake his and said.
“A pleasure to meet you Mr. Pants.” 'MUST. NOT. CHUCKLE.' He returned the gesture and Selene got a good look at the stallion's demeanor. He seemed curious and putting on a bit of a brave face for Selene could see a hint of fear. 'Understandable considering the legacy I inherited.'
“I share that pleasure Miss Selene. Please have a seat. Proper please bring out the lunch meal when the chefs are done with it.”
“At once sir.” The butler walked away as the trio sat.
“Now then,” Selene began, “You wanted to meet me so I suppose the question is 'Why?'”
“Well your appearance, in more ways than one, are making quite a few waves in the nobility. I wanted to meet you in pony to get an accurate read on you my dear.”
“Fair enough. The key points you know are from my address to Canterlot. In my world I suffered a fatal stabbing saving a potential rape victim. When I woke up from my black out I looked like this in that Everfree Castle. Neither me or the Princess know how I got here and in this form. Since I'm likely dead back home, I have no reason to try to return, so I'm trying to rebuild my life here.”
“Interesting. Do you have Nightmare Moon's powers or just her appearance?”
“I believe I have her powers but not the knowledge to use them yet. I'm basically a powerful unicorn with wings at this moment. Celestia and Luna do try to teach me some things when they have the time.”
“I see you don't refer to the royalty by their titles?”
“My home country was born by rejecting a monarchy for it's greed and power hungry tactics. While both Celestia and Luna are, to my knowledge, good rulers, my upbringing doesn't make me fully respect royal titles. Merit is what I will respect.”
“Fair enough, I myself got all of this through merit and I know Miss Rarity has done so herself. Her fashion lines have become all the rage in Canterlot. I consider our chance encounter as a quite fortunate one.”
“I can certainly say the same Fancy, but I do have a question. As lovely as your greenhouse, why are we in here rather then enjoying the beautiful day outside?”
“That, my dear, is for the safety of Miss Selene. The glass is enchanted so only the most powerful magic blasts or spell can get through.” Rarity put a hoof to her mouth in shock.
“My word, do you really think somepony would go to that length?” It was Selene who answered.
“Quite easily Rarity. I am physically Nightmare Moon. The only difference between me and the infamous mare is what's stored in my my head.” Selene tapped her head a couple of times for emphasis. “Many will not see the difference and in a misguided attempt to save their country they will try to kill me.” She looked at Fancy Pants with a serious but warm look. “Thank you for your consideration Mr. Pants.” He nods his head in acceptance while Rarity tries to come to grips with the idea that somepony would try to kill her new friend just because of how she looks.
“It's still hard for me to fathom this, Selene. I have never had to think of such things on a daily basis. Yes, as a Bearer of Harmony, I have seen dangers but to worry about it everyday?” Rarity just shook her head at that and felt a hoof on her shoulder from Selene.
“Be thankful you don't have to, my friend. I think Luna would be the one who is closest to understanding this and at least she physically looks different now. I can't look different because I don't know how, but you know what helps me endure it?”
“No, Darling, what?”
“You and the others. Despite the issue with the dress you all are my friends. You are able to look past the body and see me underneath and that counts to me more than anything else.” Rarity's response was simple and beyond what words could say. She hugged the black alicorn who returned it, further shredding the man card. Before the conversation continued lunch had arrived and the three paused their discussion to enjoy the meal.
After lunch was just a little small talk, mainly between Rarity and Fancy Pants like asking how his wife was doing and so forth. Eventually the little meet ended and the two mares bid Fancy pants a good day. Their guards rejoined them as they left the mansion and Rarity was more aware of why they were there. First she just thought it as ceremonial since Selene was an alicorn and a guest of extreme importance. However she firmly believes that they are there for Selene's protection. She was troubled by the thoughts that brought up and felt pity for her friend. She felt the need to cheer Selene up but her elegance and grace style wouldn't work. She was more like Rainbow Dash and----Rainbow Dash. 


'IIIdddeaaa!'
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	It has been just over a week since Selene first met Fancy Pants. She still privately chuckled when she thought of that name. They have talked a couple of times and she met his wife Fluer De Lis. She was a somewhat skinny but striking mare. Lucky guy. Selene mainly kept to the castle furthering her training but today she decided a break was in order. She explored the opposite side of the city and was now taking a lunch break in what seemed to be the rival to Doughnut Joe's place. It was called True Brew Cafe and was owned and operated by a unicorn named Frothy Brew. He stayed behind the counter and prepared or served various drinks, hot and cold while another unicorn named Peach Delight served drinks or food to the tables. From their banter it sounded that Peach was his daughter, but why wasn't she Peach Brew instead of Peach Delight? Pony naming conventions still eluded Selene. Frothy's eyes widened at the sight of Selene but she did nothing more other than get her order. Peach on the other hand reminded her of a tamer Pinkie Pie and greeted Selene and her guards with smiles. After dropping off their orders Selene noticed one of her male guard took interest in Peach's rump. She got that knowing smile on her lips.
She and her guards were enjoying their meal when a familiar Cyan pegasus came in. Rainbow dash had a smug smile on her lips as she came in. Selene gave a little shake of her friend's attitude.
“Well Rainbow, I didn't expect to see you in Canterlot. You could have let me know you were coming. Come sit with me and my guards and get some refreshments unless you had some on the train ride here?”
“Thanks Selene and I didn't take the train so I could use a bite.” As Rainbow sat down Selene was surprised to see saddle bags on her cyan friend. She didn't usually see Rainbow wear them.
“Didn't take the train?” Selene asked in surprise. “You flew the entire way from Ponyville to here? RD honey I know you're an athlete but isn't that a bit extreme?”
“Somewhat, it did tire me out but it was worth it. Rares thought you were down a bit with needing to worry about danger all the time, but thought her usual style wouldn't fit you.” Peach came by and Rainbow Dash ordered a cupcake and some apple juice as Selene responded.
“Very true, I admit I have been feeling slightly depressed lately, and, though you six are most certainly my friends, Rarity and I differ on a lot of things.”
“Exactly, which is why we got together and, with a little help from the Princesses, got you these.” Rainbow dug into her saddle bags and pulled out a pair of  what looked like tickets. Her eyes narrowed to see that they were in fact tickets; tickets with the name Wonderbolts in bold blue and gold.
“Tickets to see the Wonderbolts' show?”
“Yeah, isn't it awesome. They just got back from a tour in Las Pegasus a week ago so this will be the first show in Cloudsdale.” Selene lean towards Rainbow giving her a serious look.
“Are you sure the royal sisters are okay with this?” Rainbow elbowed the black alicorn and with a smug expression returned.
“Like I said, we had some help from the princesses. How do you think we got the royal suite? The Princess are either sleeping or in court so they couldn't go. It will be awesome to have somepony go with me, Fluttershy isn't into these kinds of things and I have to literally threaten books to get Twilight to go.” The mental image of Rainbow holding a gun to a book as a desperate Twilight pleaded nearby caused Selene to have the most evil of grins.
“Okay this sounds fun. By the way how did you find me?”
“I just follow the crowds.” she pointed with a hoof to the outside and Selene look to see quite a few ponies look into the cafe and specifically at her. She even saw a couple of cameras out there. Amongst the crowd was a chariot with a pair of pegasus in front and a pair in the back, clearly there to take them to the city. She look back to the table with a neutral expression as commented.
“Well I hope they get my good side.” She though she heard a snort from her guards. “Let's finish up here and head to Cloudsdale.” They ate the rest of the meal, went to the little fillies room, had her unicorn guards switch with the pegasi, and went on their way.
* * * *
The trip to Cloudsdale was uneventful as Rainbow Dash and Selene enjoyed the right and the wind. At least till Cloudsdale appeared. Selene had her eyes wide at the side. The city was like a fanciful version of old Greek/Roman style architecture.
“That. Is. Cool. And it's all made up of clouds?" she asked. Rainbow nodded, to which Selene said “That makes it 20% cooler.” Hearing this, Rainbow scowled at Selene.
“Hey, that's my line!” Selene responded with a childish raspberry. They both stayed like that for a moment before breaking out into a slight bit of laughter. Suddenly, Selene noticed rainbows in the clouds.
“You make rainbows?” Selene asked.
“Yup, all weather in Equestria is handled by Cloudsdale or similar cities. Clouds, snowflakes, rainbows, you name they make it.”
“Tasting the the rainbow has an all new meaning here.”
“I wouldn't do that. Rainbows are spicy, even for Pinkie.”
“Noted.” The chariot flew over part of the city and Selene observed the activity below as the pegasi shopped, play, and learned. Then she saw their destination. It was the like Roman Colosseum, just made of clouds. They land on a platform just outside the Colosseum and her guards directed her to the royal suite. Inside the the place she saw more modern setting like concession stands and restrooms. The Royal Suite was basically a walled off section with clouds shaped like seats and tables. Selene picked one and sat down. “OH! This is comfy!”
“Yup it's why I have a cloud house in Ponyville. Nothing beats a cloud bed after a hard day.”
“Cloud bed? You make beds out of clouds?" Selene asked with an eager expression. After Rainbow's nod she thrust a hoof in the air. “I so want one, there's got to be a way to have one in the castle.”
“Ask the princesses, I'm sure they could figure something out.” Selene looked around and she did notice quite a few ponies nearby looking at them.
'I'm just going to act normal around them. After I do this!'  She pick a nearby group staring at her and did her best Pinkie Smile and waved a hoof at them. 'Aaaaaand there's the jaw drops! Mental fist pump!' Rainbow saw that and felt off her seat laughing.
“That------was------awesome-----SELENE!” Rainbow manage to squeeze out during her laughing. She eventually calmed down and got back in her seat.
Ten minutes before the show start Selene heard the famous words.
“PEANUTS! POPCORN!” Selene looked around and saw a pegasus in the iconic garb of stadium vendors. With energetic movements Selene tried to get his attention.
“OH! Over here! Over here!” The vendor saw her and Selene swears she saw the mare visibly gulp before flying over to the suite.
“Yes m-ma'm?”
“Yes I'll have a large popcorn and----Do they have butter packets  in the concourse?” The mare nodded. “Okay that's all.”
“Three bits ma'am.” The exchange was made and Selene looked over to Rainbow Dash.
“Hey Rainbow do you want something?” Selene asked.
“Nah, I'm getting fish sticks at a stand.” The vendor flew away and Selene and rainbow Dash left the suite with one of the guards protecting Selene. In minutes Selene found a butter dispenser and put ALOT on her popcorn. She then found a stand and bought a soft drink before returning to the suite to see Rainbow munching on some fish sticks with some cider nearby. Selene sat back down, took a wiff of the popcorn and squeed.
'Did I just squee again? How do I do that?' She put it under crap to deal with later and began enjoying her popcorn. Rainbow Look at her with an amused expression.
“Are you sure you aren't Pinkie Pie in a suit? You acted just like her for a bit.”
“Well maybe I'm just trying to enjoy life. Rainbow from everything Twilight researched I'm as immortal as Celestia and Luna so I could either mope as I see you and the others grow old and die or I can enjoy the time I have with you and the others. Guess which one I choose?”
“I never really thought of that. Wait is Twi and Princess Cadance like that to?” Selene slowly nodded. “So she has to watch us die one day while she is stuck here. That's harsh.”
“That's the price of immortality Rainbow. I don't think Twilight fully grasps that yet but don't worry about it my friend. Enjoy your times with each other, treasure it for it will never come again. Now the show is about to start so let's enjoy it.”
Music started and Rainbow identified it as the Wonderbolts Anthem and twelve pegasi in uniform fly overhead trailing smoke like Rainbow's trail when she flies at speed. 'That's cool.' What followed was great precision flying as a squadron or in flights of four. They sometimes got so close you could have sworn they hit each other but no one tumbled. After a half an hour of that they broke off and landed on a cloud that could be loosely be called the field except one mare who had a orange and gold mane and tail.
“Fillies and Gentlecolts, I trust you enjoyed the act?” She got cheers in response. “That's what I expect from our hometown, but the show is not over. We have plenty more to show you so sit back, relax and Fleetfoot will start our freestyle.” The mare dropped away as another mare started her routine.
This was an hour long act as each of the Wonderbolts did various tricks in the air drawing oohs and ahs. The most impressive one was during the final performance. The mare that addressed the crowd, Spitfire from how Rainbow was cheering, merged with what Selene guessed was a phoenix. THAT. WAS. AWESOME. Spitfire was hovering now with the phoenix hovering beside her.
“Now folks we have a special treat to end this show on.” Spitfire looked at the suite and on Rainbow. “Rainbow Dash get up here.” Selene looked over to Rainbow and the look on the mare's face----PRICELESS. Rainbow shot up to Spitfire. “Everypony, this is Rainbow Dash. I'm sure the name will seem familiar to all of you, native of Cloudsdale, Element of Loyalty, hero of Equestria, and----a Wonderbolt Reserve. So Rainbow Dash, you have a trick to end the show?” Spitfire had a knowing smirk when she asked that. Rainbow salute and replied.
“YES MA'AM!” Rainbow then shot up as Spitfire landed on the field. Rainbow went so high that even Selene had a hard time seeing her, but soon she saw the pegasus diving at high speed. Selene watched in expectation as a cone appeared in front of Rainbow and as she neared the top of the colosseum a bang and a shockwave of rainbow colors came out as Rainbow flew through the place and gave a Rainbow arc overhead. Selene was stunned till the wave had past and Rainbow stopped and hovered before the crowd. Once the shock had passed Selene threw her second bag of popcorn in the air and she joined the cheers of the crowd.
“Thank you all for coming and have safe trips home everypony.” Spitfire said to finish the show and the ponies began to disperse. Spitfire joined Rainbow Dash as she headed back to the suite.
“Rainbow. THAT. WAS. AWESOME!” Selene shouted with glee as Rainbow gave a big grin. Spitfire was looking closely at Selene. The alicorn noticed.
“Something of interest Spitfire?”
“Just wanted to check out the newest alicorn around. I didn't get to see Nightmare Moon when she returned so you're the closest I'm going to get. Also I wanted to meet you before judging you, that lesson was taught to me when Dash here was at the academy.”
“I appreciate that. So when do you want to meet?”
“Is right now bad?”
“Nope.” Spitfire nodded and the three of them with the guards went to the Wonderbolt office in Cloudsdale and spent  a half an hour just talking. Selene and Rainbow talking what they enjoyed about the show, Spitfire sharing some secrets of her squadron. In the end  Spitfire said that Selene was alright and hoped to see her around. Rainbow and Selene left the office heading for the chariot waiting for them.
“Rainbow thanks for taking me to see this. It was a lot of fun.”
“I knew you would enjoy it and it's great having somepony as excited as me about it. Well I have to get back to Ponyville so I will see you around.”
“Cya Rainbow, it would be nice to visit that town some time.”
“We should totally make that happen.” Rainbow zipped away heading for the speck in the distance.
*   * 	*   *
Days later, Selene was again reading when she heard a knock on the door.
“Come in.” Selene answered and the door opened and Celestia's head poked through.
“Say Selene did Luna teach you shape shifting yet?” Selene responded by changing in to a white alicorn with pink hair and had a cake for a cutie mark. Celestia glared at Selene and said.
“Really?” Selene just stuck her tongue out. Celestia sighed at that and then smiled. “Alrighty, pack your things. You are going to Ponyville.”
“WOHOO!” Selene proclaimed and raced to get her stuff as she reverts back to her real form. Celestia chuckled at the alicorn.
'She's like the younger Luna. I think I'll enjoy having her around or dearly wish to strangle her.' She thought as she waited.
*   *   *   *
Selene sat in her private car as it slowed down for the stop at Ponyville. She was disguised as a black unicorn with purple hair and a cutie mark of a dark blue shield with a light blue crescent moon. Both she and Celestia thought she should be low key while in Ponyville so unless an emergency she shouldn't be in Nightmare form. The train stopped and she gather her saddle bags and left the train. It was so nice not to have guards, another reason to not be in Nightmare form. She scanned the town and it look like a nice cheerful and bright town that nothing bad happens. But now she knows that's bull crap since the place has been the location of four big events in Equestria's history. She walked along and saw ponies greet her in a friendly way. After a few minutes she found her first goal. A building with a gingerbread house motif.  Already knowing what she knows of the pink pony this was the best solution to visit her first. So with a jingle of a bell she entered the bakery and just her luck she saw Pinkie behind the counter. Pinkie saw her and opened her mouth to say something but then her eyes got wide and she gasped before saying.
“Ohmygosh! Ohmygosh!” A pink blur replaced Pinkie and Selene felt a crushing hug. “OOOH Selenie! You're here, this is SO GREAT!”
“Yes Pinkie I'm here. The princesses arranged for me to stay with Twilight for the foreseeable future, though I don't think Twilight knows it's me.” The proverbial lightbulb went off in Selene's head and a evil grin got onto her face. “Say Pinkie, are you free for a prank?”
Twilight was doing some studying in her new library when the doorbell chimed. Normally she considered ignoring it but she was expecting a guest that Princess Celestia sent so with a side she saved her place and teleported to the front doors and opened them to see Pinkie Pie and another earth pony who was turquoise colored with a black mane and tail with purple eyes. What was creepy was she had the same expression and mane style as Pinkie.
“Hey Twi, meet my cousin Darkie Pie who's visiting the town for a few weeks.”
“Hi, I'm Darkie Pie. It's so cool to meet a princess and this is a great looking castle. Plenty big to host many kinds of parties. So what kind of party do you want? I have balloonsstreamersconfettinoisemakers---” Twilight drowned it all out and a startling revelation occurred to her.
'Oh Celestia WHY!? Why are their two of them? It was bad enough that the human world had one but now I have two of them right here.' Darkie past by here even hoping like Pinkie.
“Oh let's not forget my party cannon!” Twilight stopped thinking coherently at that point.
It was taking Selene so much will power not to collapse in a laughing fit at Twilight's look. Selene slowly saw Twilight's mane have strands going wild and with that last comment about the party cannon her pupils became pinpricks and her jaw was stuck open. Heck Selene noticed Spike the dragon some down the stairs, spot the bouncing Darkie, turn around, and ran back up the stairs yelling.
“Nonononononononononon!”Selene stopped hopping around and landed next to the lavender alicorn.
“Twi, you okay?” She asked in her normal voice. No response. She poked the alicorn in the side. No repsonse. Selene looked over to Pinkie. “I think I broke her?” Pinkie giggled at bit. Selene waved a hoof in front of Twilight's eyes. Still no response. “Yup Twilight.exe has stopped working. Pinkie could you close the door?”
“Yuperoonie!” When the doors were closed Selene reverted to Nightmare form and got close to Twilight's ear.
“TWILIGHT!” The alicorn  jumped high into the air and would have landed hard if it wasn't for Selene's mane. Gently put down Twilight. Twilight glared at Selene.
“Selene.” With the most innocent of smiles Selene waved at Twilight.
“Hi Twilight.”
“You are a DEAD MARE!” Twilight screamed as she hopped into the air and raged shifted.
“Wow Twilight, I didn't know you were part Rapidash.”
“I'LL SHOW YOU RAPIDASH!” Twilight dived towards Selene but she managed to duck it.
“Whoa!” She got to her hooves and ran with Twilight flaming after her. Thus two hours of Selene laughing her head off as she was chased around the castle. And Selene wouldn't trade it for the world.
* * * *


Selene was disguised in her unicorn form enjoying the night. She had been in Ponyville for a week and already enjoying the place. The ponies were friendly and the antics of her friends left the place just shy of boring. Heck the only issue she saw was the lack of castle guards. She brought up that issue the day after she arrived.
“So Twi, where are the guards?” Selene asked at breakfast.
“Guards?” Twilight asked.
“Yeah, you know like those around Canterlot Castle.”
“Oh, we don't have any.” Selene dropped her fork.
"What? You mean it's just you and Spike?”
“Yes for the most part. I can have some of the towns ponies come in to help with things like transferring the books from the old Royal Sisters Castle to my library here and with copies of books from the Royal Archives.”Selene facehoofed.
“Twilight do you realize how much danger you leave yourself in?” Selene sighed and continued. “Twilight, you are a princess of Equestria. From all I've gathered you are third in line since Cadance runs the Crystal Empire. You have got to take that position seriously.”
“I DO take my role seriously!' Twilight exclaimed.
“But not in the area of your own safety. Twi, I can understand when a crisis comes you and the rest of our friends are at the front line of defense but at home? No that is very careless and naïve of you my friend. While I'm enjoying not having guards right now that's mainly because I can hide my true form. You can't. I accepted the need for guards and I'm not necessary for the government so if I'm killed it won't affect the Equestrian government. You however are of the government. You can be killed by a enemy of state, a political opponent who is desperate, or even some crazy loon wanting to make a name for themselves. My world has lost many good leaders because they were assassinated and one of the best of them could have been avoided if he had guards.” Selene saw Twilight look down and she got up and put a hoof around her friend's neck. “Look I'm sorry that hurt but you are a dear friend of mine and I would hate something to happen to you if it could have been prevented. The Royal Sisters have them. Your brother and sister-in-law have them and they are no less important than you. Look I'll drop the issue for now but promise me you will at least talk with the sisters and your brother and Cadance?” Twilight nodded. “That's all I ask so let's enjoy the rest of the day.”
And enjoy it they did as with the days thereafter.  She continued to enjoy the night when she felt a gust of wind behind her.
“Ouch!” She felt a prick in the back of her neck and instinctively tried to reach for it when she felt magic hit her and she felt drowsy. She tried getting up and look behind her and she was hit again with magic and knew nothing more.
Twilight entered the kitchen and was surprised she didn't see Selene there already. It's ironic that an alicorn of the night gets up before her.
'Maybe one of the others called her for something.' She had her breakfast, then she and Spike organized the library, then she took care of her royal duties. But as the day went on and she still had no sign of Selene she started getting concerned. First at the thought of another prank like Darkie Pie (she still shuddered at that prank). However after a while more Twilight was now genuinely concern. She checked with her friends and none had seen Selene since yesterday so they all started searching. As the sun began to set Twilight was in full panic mode and took a few breathing exercises to get her coherent. It was time to bring out the big guns.
“Spike, take a letter.”
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		Dark Plot( Insert joke here) 



	Selene groaned and her head felt like it was used as a marching band's practice field. She tried casting that ease ache spell but got no response.
“Crap, what hit me?”
“A combo of  tranquilizer and sleep spells.” A female voice replied “Can't be to careful with an alicorn.”  The sound of something being poured was heard. “Here drink this, should help with the headache.” Selene felt something brush her muzzle and she opened her mouth and felt liquid  touch her tongue and she gulped it down. Selene sat their for a minute as the headache lessened. When she felt she could she opened her eyes. She was lying on a floor and a look at her forehooves revealed she was tied down in chain, as well as that she back in Nightmare form not the Unicorn Selene. She felt her wings bound to her body and it even felt that her hair was somehow bound. Who ever did this went all out. “By the way hun, that hair was really difficult to rein in. Kept going through stuff but thankfully my mages manage to get it contained.” Selene looked towards the voice and was shocked at what she saw. There, lounging on a purple tail the size of an average pony, was a green earth pony with more of the purple maze surrounding her. She reminded Selene of a comic series Spike introduced her to. 
“Mane-iac?” Selene asked in shock. The Mane-iac's eyes grew wide.
“Me, Mane-iac?” The mare laughed hard before catching herself. “Oh I can see why, but no. I'm not Mane-iac though she is based off of me. On purpose I might add, making that comic series was so much fun. My name is Grape Vine.”
“Well that's fitting.” Selene commented. Grape Vine rolled her eyes.
“Tell me about it. I think the universe has a very twisted sense of humor.”
“Did you also fall in a vat of hair product chemicals and get zapped by electricity?”
“Nope, magical explosion during a plant experiment. The unicorn scientist assured me that mixing the chemicals, magic, and the vines was all safe and harmless then BOOM! The next thing I know, I see bits of vine and him everywhere, as well as having my mane and tail end up this way. Luckily I can hide their condition and became the inspiration to the most successful comic series to date.” Grape Vine rubbed a mane-tentacle against a forehoof she was inspecting. “I rather admit I'm proud of that. Though why one of my people thought enchanting some copies was a good idea is beyond me. I mean sure it would sell more for ponies to actually experience the adventure but what about the lawsuits if someone died in one of those?” Grape shook her head. “Sorry, cons outweigh pro's.”
“So when are you going to kill me for being a 'threat' to Equestria?” Selene asked.
“The answer to that is quite complicated. In short, we're not. You see, you, Selene, were not planned for. Nightmare Moon was. But I better start at the beginning and since my capture of you was so flawless I can get away with monologuing.” Grape grabbed a glass with her mane and took a sip. “Selene, Equestria has been  completely lucky the past few years. Granted I don't think anything better could have been done about the first Return of Nightmare Moon and Discord, which could have ended in disaster. No, the real problems came during the wedding of Shining Armor and Princess Cadance.”
“Read about that.” Selene commented.
“Good, so I don't need to fill you in what happened during that. Look at the situation. Twilight, who hadn't seen Cadance in person in years, figured out something wasn't right about the Alicorn of Love but Princess; Celestia who sees her, if not every day, certainly more often than Twilight, completely missed the fact Cadance wasn't acting like Cadance!” Grape facehoofed and shook her head. Then there was the Crystal Empire incident. Why didn't Celestia send Twilight with Shining Armor and Cadence from the start instead of nearly the last minute. It's only thanks to Twilight's intelligence and quick thinking that Sombra was prevented from regaining the Empire. The final straw was Tirek. My sources told me he got loose from Tartarus almost two years ago. How in 'Luna's Moon' was that not noticed for so long and we came this close” Grape used two mane tentacles, bring them close to almost touching each other. “... to losing it all thanks to a stupid three headed mutt leaving it's post and incompetent guards to not double check!? Again, we survive solely on luck and Twilight's quick wits. Honestly, I feel sorry for the new Princess going through all of that, but Tirek hammered the point. Celestia is too weak to rule now, Luna has been cowed by the Elements and wouldn't fight her sister like that again. Cadance has got her hooves full with the Crystal Empire, and Twilight is just too inexperienced to rule fully. We need a mare who has the courage, the will, the power, and the knowledge to rule Equestria and only one mare fits that bill. Nightmare Moon, Luna's alter ego. Me and my associates worked and researched hard to find a way to bring back Nightmare Moon without Luna. We manage to find it and cast it at the optimum time and we initially thought nothing went wrong until you pulled that rescue stunt -- nice job by the way. I had you surveyed to see if you were Nightmare Moon and just faking everything until you had a means to escape or were something else. You ended up being something else. You were never meant to be here and for that I am sorry. We never meant for anypony to be dragged from their world to this one or to inhabit the new Nightmare Moon.”
“So what are you going to do with me?” Selene asked and Grape genuinely gave a sad sigh.
“You cannot be what we need Selene. We need Nightmare Moon and while you are physically her, you are not her mentally. So we are going to override your mind with Nightmare Moon's.”
“How if Nightmare Moon is Luna's other personality?” Grape pointed at Selene with a smirk on her face.
“That is a good question. When the Elements of Harmony were used on Nightmare Moon parts of her armor remained. I bought some shards while some of my associates stole others. I had my mages study the shards and found something startling. There was a remnant of the Mare in the Moon on it. While I don't know how the Elements work -- heck I don't think even the Royal Sisters fully know how they work -- but somehow each shard had a bit of Nightmare Moon's magic and mind on it. Unfortunately for us, it was still incomplete so a couple of Thestrals loyal to our cause got recruited into the Lunar Guard and manage to get guard duty to Luna's Royal Chambers. With them there we had a unicorn go in and scan Luna's mind and get a complete copy of it. Our mages tolled for weeks with all of that and we managed to recreate Nightmare's personality. We then cast the spell and that personality should have entered the body we made but for some reason it didn't. Maybe too many X factors, I don't know, but the body didn't appear before us and you got in instead of Nightmare Moon. So when my mages are ready we our going to put that personality in and erase you. I wish this hadn't happened to you but Equestria needs a strong leader that Nightmare Moon can be.”
“What about Night Eternal? That will doom Equestria as anything else.” Selene asked, hoping that might stop this course.
“That would be an issue. I think we have curbed that desire in the recreated personality but won't know till it's in a body.” Before Selene could try another plea the door behind them opened and several figures emerged. “It seems our time is up Selene, your sacrifice will not be forgotten, I promise you.” Selene struggled against the restraints but to no avail as the mages gathered in a circle with a unicorn holding an orb glowing turquoise and purple. The unicorns lit their horns and all the mages began chanting in a language Selene didn't know as she desperately struggled against the chains. 

*			*			*			*
Grape Vine watched with interest as the spell powered up and Selene fought hard against the chains holding her.
'Brave, but futile.' Grape thought and saw the floor under the alicorn light up and the runes placed their before Selene's arrival were charged with magic. The orb was then floated closer to Selene as bolts of turquoise and purple struck the alicorn causing her to scream in agony. More bolts struck her and more screams followed. Grape used a tentacle to give Selene a salute. She was a good mare and deserved as much. Eventually Selene passed out and the bolts continued for ten more minutes before the orb died and the runes faded. Grape look to her mages and they all looked tired. She looked to the lead unicorn and asked.
“Did it work?”
“We'll *huff* know when *huff* she wakes up.” Grape had servants pass out food so that the mages could recover their strength.
The first sign from the black alicorn was when her eyes opened. She blinked a couple of times before raising her head and looking around. She stopped and looked in Grape Vine's general direction and Grape noticed an intensity in her eyes that wasn't their before.
“Is some foal going to undo my bindings?” The alicorn asked, even the tone of the voice had changed a bit. More regal and cold if Grape had to guess. With her tentacles she undid the bindings and removed the ring nullifying the alicorn's magic. The alicorn got up and stretched, causing crinks and pops to be heard before she stopped. “That's better.” The alicorn commented.
“I think you'll like these, my smiths and mages worked hard to recreate and enchant this set for you.” With another tentacle Grape reached into the dark and pulled out a cart. On the cart was sky blue helmet, barrel armor, and armored boots. The boots and armor bore the turquoise crescent. The black alicorn smiled and approached the cart and used her magic to don the outfit. The alicorn stood there with her eyes closed. Then she reared and stomped right in front of Grape so that they were muzzle to muzzle and Grape stared into those slitted eyes. Was Grape scared? Yes, in fact she almost had to go to the little fillies room, but would she show that to the alicorn in front of her? By Tartarus no. Was Selene faking this before escaping or was this truly Nightmare Moon reborn? Grape didn't know.
“You didn't flinch, good, you show promise then.” The mare raised her black head and said. “Equestria prepare yourself.” The mare then tilted her head to the right. “Nightmare Moon is back.” Nightmare Moon threw her head back and broke out into an evil laugh as her mane swirled and lighting erupted from it. Grape looked at the display for a couple of seconds before shrugging.
'Ah tartarus go with it.' She then joined in with her own laughter.

*			*			*			*
Luna was on the throne when she felt a cold and she shivered. How could the Princess of the Night feel cold? It took her a couple of seconds before she could stop. One of her bat pony guards looked at her.
"Your highness, are you alright?" He asked with concern.
"I am, but I've got a bad feeling about this. I feel something terrible just happened."
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		Nightmare Moon, Take 3 



	Nightmare Moon felt wonderful, she had a body to call her own and though she missed Luna's voice in her head she  felt giddy if confused. She felt memories that she really didn't remember having. Strange but of little consequence, she was back and Celestia will pay.
“How are you feeling Nightmare Moon?” Nightmare Looked up in thought and replied.
“Overall good, but our memories are a little jumbled.”
“Not to surprising since you were created from fragments and a copy of Luna's mind. Hopefully in time you will be able to fit it all together.”
“Fascinating, but where are manners? You all clearly know who I am but who are those willing to bring me back?” The werid mane green earth pony bowed and answered.
“I am Grape Vine my queen. My associates and I used all our knowledge and resources to bring you back because Equestria needs a strong leader. Celestia has relied too much on Twilight Sparkle and luck to get through some of the last couple of disasters.”
“Twilight Sparkle?”
“She wore the Element of Magic.”
“Oh, name fits. Well show us a map and update us on the state of the country. We cannot plan an overthrow without accurate information.”
“Of course. Follow me my queen.”  The pony then used her strange hair to move herself to a door. Nightmare followed intrigued by the pony.
'She will be a most interesting pony to study.' Thought Nightmare Moon. After walking dark halls for minutes the two ponies entered a room that looked like a kitted out office with a large map of Equestria on a wall. 'Hhhhmmmm, Equestria has grown since I last checked.' Grape Vine gestured to the map.
“Here's the basics of Equestria right now. Princess Celestia and Luna rule from Canterlot. Celestia set up shop after your fight with her a thousand years ago.”
“It is sad she left our castle to rot. That castle of ours could have been repaired. Another sign of her weakness but Canterlot was not a bad choice since it was the seat of power before our coronation.”
“Princess Cadance and her husband Prince Shining Armor rule the Crystal Empire.”
“WHAT!? The Crystal Empire is back?”
“Yes my queen and it has been for a couple years. Princess Cadance was the last living member of the royal family of that Empire.”
“Well their military will be an issue but since in essence they are all Earth ponies they shouldn't be that bad of an issue.”
“Um, Princess Cadance is an alicorn. Specifically the Alicorn of Love.”
“You're kidding. You have got to be kidding, your kidding right?” Grape Vine shook her head and Nightmare facehoofed.
“Also, her husband is Twilight Sparkle's older brother and was Captain of the Royal Guard and good with shield spells.”
“So they will be a force to contend with.” Nightmare twirled a hoof. “Let's move on.”
“Right, well Twilight Sparkle has recently ascended to be the Alicorn of Friendship and Magic.” Nightmare facehoofed again. “The Elements  have not been seen in some time but if their battle with Tirek--”
“WAIT! Tirek got loose?” Again Grape Vine nodded. “How did he get out of Tartarus?”
“Well a couple years ago Cerberus left his post and we figured he escaped then. Twilight and her friends faced him a couple months ago and somehow used the Elements without the actual Elements to beat him and restore magic to everypony.” Nightmare felt that deserved a double facehoof.
“This just proves to me that without me Luna is too weak to stand up to our sister, the poor thing; and Celestia is an idiot.”  Nightmare Moon rubbed her head a bit before going on.
“Okay here's the broad plan,” Nightmare continued, “first we need to isolate one of the Elements to prevent their use on us. It would have been easier if they still had physical manifestations, but I guess the Tree of Harmony must have needed the originals back.”
“Tree of Harmony?” Grape Vine asked.
“Yes, it seems Celestia can keep that a secret. When Discord was on the loose Celestia and Luna did try to beat him on their own but lost. However, they did find a magical tree and from that tree is where the Elements of Harmony came. Luna feared what would happen to the tree if the Elements were removed, luckily the tree was fine but something must have happened recently to require the Elements to be returned to the tree and my rough guess is the tree allowed direct access to the harmony magic it has. I don't know if it will be as effective as the Elements themselves but the fact they were used on Tirek suggests they should not be overlooked.”
“Okay so we are still back to isolating an Element bearer, what about the Tree itself?”
“We leave the tree Alone. That tree is very much likely a key to Equis's existence and even I will not dare mess with it. Let's move on. Now Luna and Celestia together will wipe the floor with me so we need to split them to. I want Luna captured and as unharmed as reasonably as possible. With her secured I will take care of my dear sister Celestia.”
“Why Luna?”
“Because despite the fact we are now truly separate beings we were once one and the same. She is my sister, my other half and I do care for her in my own way. She is weak without me and I will protect her even from herself.”
“Being an only child I can't relate, but if that's what you want I'll have my agents work on it.” Nightmare nodded and looked at the Crystal Empire.
“I rather keep the Crystal Empire out of this fight but that maybe futile. What do we have by way of an army?”
“We have my security force, the mages, some cultist loyal to you, and some mercenaries. About four hundred in total. I might be able to get some of the military to join us. They aren't exactly thrilled with the Princesses performance either but that does have a condition that I certainly agree with.”
“And that is?”
“No Night Eternal.” Nightmare pouted. “Night Eternal is just a bad idea, without the sun plants would die and we would freeze, you will rule over a dead land. Equestria has changed in the last thousand years and many ponies have jobs at night and many appreciate the night. Heck Twilight Sparkle is known for stargazing. Check your memory. The scan of Luna's mind was only a few months ago so you have her experience of the past four years in there.” Nightmare Moon did look through her memory and saw Nightmare Night, Luna's tours of the modern cities, and even the reaction of the ponies to Luna. Though things were not as she liked, they were better.
“Fine, but we will have longer nights.”
“I think we can get them to accept that.”
“If you got close enough to scan Luna then get her first, then an Element, and Celestia will be vulnerable. I think that should do for now. Miss Vine would you show me to the quarters I will have here?”
“Of Course, follow me your highness.” Nightmare followed the odd mare through more bland hallways till they got to a door. “Admittedly this is not the royal suite but it is among the finest in the complex and it is stock with what I thought you might need. If I missed something the servants can get it.”
“While I do deserve regal setting I am also a war mare so as long as my needs are met I am satisfied. When is the next meal?”
“Dinner is in about an hour your highness, unless you want it now.”
“No I will dine with my troops, inspire confidence.” 
“Then I'll have a servant get you when it's ready.” Grape Vine bowed and left. Nightmare Moon had a look around. Besides the main room, which was filled with chairs, couches, tables, and a desk, there was a bedroom and a bathroom. Sadly the bathtub was too small for her use but she could shower. In the bedroom the bed itself was made out of clouds, much to Nightmare's pleasure. Nightmare then glanced at the vanity mirror and walked over to it. Something was off in her regal figure, oh the eye shadow. She was about to check the draws when she noticed a small container sitting on top. Using her mane to pick it up she saw the label and it was purple eye shadow, the exact shade she uses.
“Well, well, well. It seems Miss Vine does her research well.” unscrewing the top she used another part of her mane to apply it to her eyes. 'There, now we look complete.' Nightmare grinned at her image for a minute before it was interrupted.
<OW! What a headache! Did somebody get the number of that bus that hit me?> a male voice said. Nightmare Moon quickly looked around the room but saw no pony. <Wait, whoa! I feel like I'm spinning around.>  Nightmare Moon stopped and she was facing the mirror again. <Whoa what the-- How did this light blue outfit get on me and is that eye shadow? Oh my god it freaking is! Pinkie, Rainbow! This prank isn't funny!  I'm soooo gonna get even for this.> Seething in rage Nightmare Moon demands.
“Who is this speaking? Answer now if you value your life.”
<Selene is the name and since my mouth moves when you talk then that crazy mare's plan worked. You are the even crazier Nightmare Moon -- how did you even come up with that name? It such a cliche bad guy name.>
“They called us the Night Mare of the Moon a thousand years ago. We figured to throw it back at them.”
<Know what, I can buy that. It's still cliche though. Anyway give me back my body.> 
“Your body?!” Nightmare scoffed. “This is my body. I gave it form a thousand years ago. It's MINE! So fade away like you should.”
<I won't. Even if you technically created this appearance, you had it for what, a day or two at most? I have had it for a couple of months and since the image isn't copyrighted it's mine. You are not even a real person, just some fragments and a copy. I'm a genuine article being here. SO HAND OVER MOONIE!>
“Hand?... -- Never, it is mine. It shall always be mine and you can do nothing to stop me.”
<I can't do anything for now and maybe never but I give you fair warning. Never underestimate the human spirit and I will annoy you from here to eternity.> Before Nightmare could retort there was a knock on the door.
“Lady Moon, I am here to escort you to dinner.” A growling came from Nightmare's stomach, demanding to be fed.
'Truce for food?'
<Truce for food.> With the truce agreed to they met the servant and followed her to the dining hall.
Their route to the dining hall showed hallways with no windows of any type. Either a mountain or under ground complex. Miss Vine was prepared. A pair of doors were in front of them and the servant opened it to reveal a sizable dining hall. Nightmare saw members of the three tribes, zebras, Saddle Arabians, and gryphons scattered around the hall. All conversations stop at Nightmare's arrive.
<Oh not the silence treatment again! Why does it continue!?> Nightmare ignored her unwanted guest and raised a hoof too the diners.
“Please my beloved subjects, continue your meals.” Needing nothing more the eating and conversations renewed. Nightmare walked over to the buffet and grabbed a couple of plates and started putting various fruits, vegetables, and a couple of buns. But what got Selene's attention was when Nightmare put a couple of fried chicken legs on a plate.
<Whoa, whoa, whoa! Timeout! That's meat Moonie, ponies can't eat meat.>
'Normal ponies can't, but I'm not normal. These teeth aren't just for show. I happen to like several meat dishes. It took Luna awhile to let me alter our teeth and digestive system, but she was surprised by the outcome. It certainly help in negotiations with the gryphons.'
<You mean I could have had meat this ENTIRE TIME!?> There was a pause and Nightmare was about to answer when Selene continued.<Man I feel robbed!> That actually caused Nightmare to chuckle as she grabbed a drink and found a place to sit and eat.
Hours later Nightmare moon was at her desk studying history books. She had a thousand years of catching up to do. Dinner was a blast and even Selene was in orgasmic bliss when Nightmare bit into some meat. What a strange passenger she had. She had tried any spell she knew of to expel the intrusion but all failed. It was like this Selene was a part of her soul. Well she was the Alicorn of the Night and she will endure it. She used her mane to turn another page and as she went she reached a hoof to cover a sudden yawn. She looked at the clock and it showed only midnight. She frowned. She was the Alicorn of the Night, she shouldn't be sleepy now, but it has been a trying day and if her guest was to be believed her body has been on a day cycle instead of night. Something to work on. With a sigh she marked and closed the book. With a stretch she went to the bathroom and cleaned up. As she came into her bedroom and took off her shoes and armor. Thankfully there was a stand for the armor and she placed it there and with a rag she wiped off the eye shadow before comfortably laying in the bed. 
'Oh soft clouds, very nice.'
<On that I can certainly agree. Sooo getting a cloud bed when I can.> Nightmare Moon couldn't argue the point so with a thought she turned the lights off and managed to drift to sleep. Selene tried to take this opportunity to regain control but nothing work. With a mental sigh she decided to sleep too. She would need her strength to get her body back.

	
		Nightmare's Menace 



	Celestia was heading to her room after a dinner with her sister. It was a somber affair. 'Selene has been missing for days and we all fear the worse.' Luna herself was going out to fine her fellow alicorn of the night with a pair of her bat ponies. Celestia barely noticed her guards as she walked into her room.
'Maybe a bath would relax me.' Celestia thought and turned her bathroom. When she entered it the first thing she saw was the weight measure Selene bought for her. She slumped at the site of it. When Celestia saw Selene for the first time she feared Nightmare Moon reborn, but in the month that followed she saw a mischievous mare who was given a rough deal and made the most of it.  When she looked at that face of sharp teeth and slitted eyes she didn't see Nightmare Moon, she saw Selene and as much as Celestia wanted to throttle the mare for her pranks she was actually looking forward to the eternity to come with her around. Even Luna who has the most reason to hate that form accepted and even liked Selene. Then there's Twilight, the poor young alicorn was going crazy (by Twilight Sparkle standards). She and her friends have been spearheading the search effort for Selene, who was lost at her castle on her watch. 'I Don't think Twilight's mane will be straight until we have found Selene.' Celestia looked out a window into the moon lit night. “I pray you are safe Selene.”
*			*			*			*
Nightmare Moon awoke with a stretch and a yawn. At least in sleep she doesn't have to worry about her guest, who when awake can be quite annoying. Thankfully her guest was currently asleep from what she could tell. She went to her bathroom to do her morning routine before applying her eye shadow and donning her armor. After a bit of feather preening she was ready for the night. It took too long for her body to be in the proper cycle. As she opened the door she saw Grape Vine at her door about to knock with her mane.
“My Queen, you're up. I've got a surprise for you.” Nightmare raised her eyebrows and gestured for Vine to lead her.
Minutes later they were at a reenforced door with a pair of guards dressed in black armor with Nightmare's mark.
“Your Majesty, we got really lucky. Princess Luna decided to try to search of Selene, the being who occupied your body for awhile. However the guards she had with her were our double agents and we manage to capture her.”
“Very good Miss Vine, you and your team have done well. I will speak with Luna alone.” The earth pony nodded and Nightmare Moon decided on using her mist form and went through the cracks of the door. A single light illuminated the room and Nightmare moon saw Luna chained with a nullifier ring on her horn preventing her from using her spells. Nightmare Moon reformed herself and Luna looked up, sensing a presence. She looked in Nightmare's direction and asked.
“Selene, is that you?”
“It is not Selene Luna. I hope you have not forgotten me already?”
“Nightmare Moon.” Luna snarled. “I was not enough, you had to take Selene to. How many more lives will you ruin?”
“Ruin? Luna, I have not ruined anyone. It was Celestia. She ignored our problems. Didn't we try everything to get our ponies to love and adore us? What did we get in return? Scorn. Fear, everything but what we wanted. And what did our dear sister Celestia do? NOTHING! She just let us suffer until I had to force the issue. You couldn't stand up to her, you love her too much, I could. Granted, my attempt to help ended up with us on the moon, but at least she knew how we suffered and she will again. She can experience a thousand years away from our ponies, while you and I ensure Equestria's security.”
“Like you know anything of that miss Night Eternal.” Nightmare raised a hoof.
“I've had that bashed over my head enough already. I'm not bringing back Night Eternal, maybe a longer night but not Night Eternal, contrary to the beliefs of our subjects. I did not come back on my own, I was summoned. Why? Because they feel that you and Celestia can't  keep them safe and I can't blame them.”  Nightmare Moon turns away from Luna. “Since the last time we were defeated what has Equestria experienced? The return of some of our worst enemies and some that could have been avoided. You have relied too much on Twilight and luck to survive and without me, you don't have the strength to show our sister when she is wrong and our ponies have suffered for it.” Nightmare Moon turned back and saw Luna pensive and looking a little hurt. Nightmare walked back and to Luna's surprise laid down next to her, put a wing over her and nuzzled her. “I do not say these things to be harsh to you Luna. You are not complete without me for I have become your strength, your knight to defend you from the world. I have always gladly accepted that role. Even if you hate me right now, I have always loved you my dear sister.” Nightmare Moon shed tears that dropped onto a shocked Luna. Nightmare Moon got up and walked away and pounded on the iron door.. “I will have some pillows and some reading material brought in, but sadly you must stay bound till the transition in government is secure. I will visit when I can sister.” The door opened and Nightmare Moon left Luna alone. 
As she walked back to her room her thoughts were disturbed.
<You do care for her, I can feel it. I was not expecting that.>
'No one understands my feelings for her. And like always I will protect her. Even from herself.'
*		*		*		*
Nightmare Moon was going over reports when she got an interruption from the most unexpected source.
“There you are Selenie! You can't hide from the best hide and seeker in Equestria forever!” Nightmare Moon saw a pink pony upside down in front of her. She recognized this pony.
'Oh no! Not this annoying foal.'
<Eeyup, you will now witness the terror that is Pinkie Pie.> Nightmare heard munching in her head.
'Are you eating---popcorn in there?'
<Mmmhhhhmmm, buttered popcorn, a large pop, and a lazyboy recliner. I am totally set for the show that's about to come.>
“Hey wait a sec, you aren't Selenie. You're Black Snooty!” Nightmare heard Selene laugh her flank off. Nightmare growled and with a thought teleported the pony away. She sighed and relaxed before a thought came to her mind.
'Wait, she bore an Element of Harmony and I need to capture one.' She gave herself a facehoof and stayed that way before something took off her helmet.
“Wow this is pretty comfy for a helmet.” Nightmare turned to her side and that pink pony was back and wearing her helmet.
“Give that back.” Nightmare Moon said angrily.
“Oh don't be mad, no pony cares your bald.”
“I'm NOT bald, alicorn manes eventually turn into magical clouds. Mine happens to be filled with stars.” There was a pause before the pink pony asked.
“But is it hair?”
“No it's ma-”
“BALD!”
“GIVEMEBACKMYHELMET!” Nightmare dove at the pony who disappeared. Then Nightmare felt a weight on top of her.
“Silly Snooty, You should have just said we were playing tag.” The laughing inside of Nightmare's head was relentless.  
The poor room suffered as Nightmare Moon tried desperately to capture Pinkie Pie to no avail. When there was a knock on the door Pinkie Pie went over to it and opened it.
“Hi, I'm Pinkie Pie nice to meet you.” The mare just stared at at her until Nightmare Moon intervened, having come up with an idea to capture the pony her memories called Pinkie the pink menace.
“Where is Miss Vine?” 
“In her office my lady.” Nightmare smiled at that information. She got up from her last attempt to get Pinkie.
“Hey Pinkie do you want to meet a new friend?” Suddenly Pinkie was right in her face. How does she do that? She had the biggest expression of hopeful joy.
“Really? I love to make new friends!”
“Well follow me and you will meet her.” Pinkie started hopping behind Nightmare Moon as Selene mentally cried out.
<NO, No PINKIE DON'T DO IT!> Nightmare felt a mental facehoof. <Her urge to make new friends, her only weakness.>
This plan seemed to be going well, Nightmare thought. She was on her way to Vine's office with Pinkie in tow, but there was much to cause doubt. Pinkie wasn't walking behind her or even beside her. Nope she was on her back, still wearing Nightmare's helmet and talking non stop about random crap. Nightmare's patience was slowly being eaten away by the pink menace. And Selene wasn't much help either. Nightmare could practically feel the other's giddiness as Nightmare's torture.

'Just a little bit longer, just a little bit longer and she will be out of my mane.'
<That's what you think, never underestimate the Pinkie. She may be an idiot right now but she will make you regret it.>
Finally Vine's doors came into view and Nightmare opened them. Grape Vine looked up from what ever she was working on and was shocked by what she saw. Nightmare mouthed 'help me' to the mare who saw and nodded. Pinkie noticed the new mare. She hopped off Nightmare's back and hopped over to Grape Vine and Nightmare closed and warded the door.
“Hi I'm Pinkie Pie who are you?” Grape Vine smirked and faster then anybody could think she quickly wrapped her tentacles around Pinkie.
“Your captor my dear. Muhahahahahaha!” Grape Vine paused in mid laugh. “Jeeze I have to get ahold of that.” Nightmare Moon took the advantage and, with Pinkie secured in one spot, cast a sleep spell on Pinkie causing her to immediately fall alseep.
“Get enchanted chains on her quick, she may be more dangerous than even Luna.” Nightmare ordered. Grape nodded and used another tentacle to write out a letter and  used an enchanted candle to get it to the right place. She then looked at the sleeping Pinkie.
“This is the Element of Laughter, how did she even get in?” Grape asked.
“I have NO idea, she just popped up in my face. Put her in the most secure room you have. I do NOT want her to escape.” Grape just nodded and in minutes a pair of guards came in with the enchanted restraints, locked up the mare, and took her out. Both mares let out a sigh of relief.
“Now with an Element captured all that is left is Princess Celestia and the Crystal Empire.”
“Yes but we'll start on that tomorrow. Dealing with that Pink Menace has drained me.” Nightmare started walking to the door. “With her contained she is no longer a threat.”
< That's what you think.>
'SHUT UP!'
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	Nightmare Moon sat on her bed, thankful that the Pink menace was secured. Tomorrow evening the conquest of Equestria begins!
<Moonie, you have forced me to do this. You forced me to bring out the big gun. Pinkie, you ready?>
<Rightie oh!> 'Oh no she can be free, much less in my head!?'
<Okay Pinkie, follow my lead.> Selene began to sing.
<This is the song that doesn't end, it goes on and on my friend.
Some people started singing it, not knowing what is was
and they continue singing it forever just because.
It is the song that doesn't end..> At this point the Pink Menace joined in and the two of them continued repeating the lyrics. Without thinking Nightmare tried to block her ears but, of course, it did not help, as the song was being sung in her head.
<And it goes on and on my friend...> Nightmare began trying various spells, any spell that might shut them up.
<It is the song that doesn't end....>
They. Didn't. Work.
<Some people, started singing it not knowing what it was...> Nightmare's eye twitched, and her mane was frazzled. Everything she tried failed and they kept singing! She had but one recourse left. She began charging her magic...
<And they'll continue singing it forever just because..> 
Once all of her magic was charged up, Nightmare released.
<It is the song that doesn't end....>
From Canterlot everypony saw an enormous mushroom cloud destroy a mountain and some thought they heard somepony say.
“Finally it stopped.....”
*		*		*		*		*		*
“And that's how me and Selenie saved Equestria from the second return of Black Snooty.” The elderly pink mare finished her story to a trio of fillies. Said fillies sat there wide eyed.
“But Granny Pinkie, how did you get free?” One filly asked.
“Ah the young and their innocence.” The fillies look behind them and saw Princess Luna.
“PRINCESS LUNA!”
“Hello fillies.” The trio hugged the alicorn and she nuzzled them back.
“What are you doing here princess?” One filly asked.
“Getting ready for Nightmare Night and visiting my friend Twilight Sparkle.” Luna enjoyed spending time with fillies and adored Nightmare Night despite it's name. However, for the past few decades it has been different for her.
<You know after all these years I still haven't figured out how she not only got out of there before Nightmare blew but got me stuck in your head?> Selene commented.
'I thought you knew better then to question Pinkie?'
<Why do you think I haven't spent the time to ask her.> Luna and Selene's relationship was a strange one. They share the same body now and can both control it but Selene allows Luna to have control most of the time but there are times where Luna is just not in the mood and allows Selene to take over. This relationship has been very entertaining at times. In particular Luna allows Selene to have control on Nightmare Night since they are usually in Nightmare form and Luna still enjoys the night even if she takes a 'back seat' as Selene calls it. While Twilight's last attempt failed to get Selene a new body neither mare is in a hurry. For now Luna never needs to fear being alone again.

	
		The Face Off (Unedditted)



		Days later Nightmare Moon was in a room laying down on a cushion looking at Luna. Luna was trying to read a book on a cushion that was brought in. A plate with food was next to Luna. Luna had nibbled on the food after Nightmare brought it in. She had seen her sister glance at her a couple of times before going back to her reading. 
“Why do you stare at me Nightmare?” Luna asked without looking at her.
“Because I can't get closer without you trying to hit me. I would love to be by your side and enjoy what you are reading. I want to be close to you but you won't let me.”
“Why, why do you do this Nightmare?”
“I thought I made that clear when we first talked? I love you sister, you are my other half. Everything I did, I did for you. Is it so wrong to want to love a sister and be loved back. Though it take me a thousand years or more I will always try to get your love sister. I do not like keep you in here but I can't have you interfere with my plans. As soon as I can you will be free of this room and I will enjoy the night skies you will create.” 
“Then why do you hurt me then Nightmare Moon? You are about to overthrow Tia and hurt or maybe kill our ponies. Please Nightmare moon, if you truly do care for me then stop now. Talk with Tia, we can work something out.”
“Celestia talking with me?” Nightmare snorted, “She will never talk with me. You know what I am with her, she would sooner banish me to the moon again before she would ever talk with me. And for you I would give up my need to have her suffer a thousand years in the sun, but she will not give up the throne willingly and she can no longer effectively rule. No I am faced with a similar choice our sister had over a thousand years ago For our ponies we HAVE to do this.” Nightmare Moon nuzzled Luna before leaving.
*		*		*		*		*		*
It was night over Canterlot with the sky filled with clouds. It was perfect to Nightmare Moon, no moonlight to give away her and her aerial units away. Her gryphons and normal pegasi wore enchanted goggles so they could see easily at night. The past few days her ground forces have been slowly infiltrating Canterlot so when she gave the signal they could take the Royal Guard completely by surprise.
At least that was the plan.
“Hey you!” Nightmare Looked behind her to see none other but the Wonderbolts. She facehoofed then gave the signal. With the flare shot out all her troops launched their attack. She herself plowed through the Wonderbolts before letting her aerial forces take care of them she went to starmist form and looked for Celestia.
Nightmare found Celestia  in the throne room looking out a window to the emerging fight. Nightmare Moon reformed herself behind the throne and saw that Celestia sensed that.
“Hello Celestia.”  The white alicorn looked behind her.
“Selene?” 
“No, I am not that usurper. She is gone.”
<LIAR!> Nightmare Moon emerged from the shadow of the throne.
“No, please it can't be true.”
“Oh it is quite true my dear sister. I am back and I shall do what you fail to do, protect Equestria.” Celestia snorted at that as the two mares circle each other. “Oh it's true sister. Your own subjects have lost faith in your ability to protect them so they brought me back. Because they believe I can succeed where you fail and I think I prove their point tonight. Not only did they capture Selene to bring me back fully and then Capture Luna but I manage to have an army on your doorstep without you even knowing.” Celestia looked at her in rage.
“WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH LUNA!”
“She is safe and cared for. Unlike you I pay attention to her needs. And for my love of her I offer this chance to you. Stand down and abdicate the throne and I won't send you to the sun for a thousand years. Instead you will were a suppressor and be limited to the castle, but you will be able to see Luna and maybe you can be the sister you should have been a thousand years ago.”
“I refuse.”
“Well I can at least tell Luna I tried.” Nightmare does a quick blast before powering up a more powerful one as Celestia tripped on Nightmare's extended mane. Nightmare was just about to fire when Selene decided to say.
<Celestia's got a nice flank.> Nightmare's surprised jolt sent the shot wide and barely missed Celestia.
'Not now you hitchhiker.'
<Of course now is the best time.> 
'If I die you die.'
<I have died once before and this time it will be for a nation then one girl. By the way, heads up.> Nightmare lifted her head and Celestia plowed into her. Nightmare kicks Celestia away and gets back on her hooves and summons a magic sword. Celestia responds with her own. <What, no lightsabers? BOO!> Nightmare's growl was more at her rider than Celestia. The two alicorns crossed swords before doing several slashes, cuts, parries, and thrusts. All done in quick succession before the two break off with a handful of cuts on their bodies. The two then stared at each other was they caught their breath in the quiet of the duel.
At least on the outside. 
<That was totally awesome! Those quick moves were so Star Wars. Okay I can forgive you both for no lightsabers.> Celestia made the move. With her sword swinging around her neck it tried for Nightmare's left flank. Nightmare dodge right with the outside wall to her back as she parried the blow. Celestia then twirled her whole body around and when she was facing Nightmare again her horn was glowing. Nightmare had just enough time to widen her eyes before being blasted into then through the wall and landing on a tower roof below. <THAT. FREAKING. HURT.>  Nightmare looked back to the hole and saw Celestia look out. Nightmare struck out with several lightning bolts and Nightmare heard Celestia scream out in agony as she fell from the hole and Nightmare took some time to rest.
*		*		*		*		*		*
With a final gurgle the Royal Guard died and Grape pulled her hair out of his chest. So far the attack was doing well, even if it was a bit early but she guessed Nightmare moon's forces were discovered. Well no plan survives contact with the enemy. She did a quick scan of the area and spread her mane out and killed or grabs several guards to throw them into the air. With a big explosion she saw Nightmare Moon fly into a tower roof and then saw Celestia struck by several lightning bolts and scream in pain.
“Good, our queen is still in the fight.” Then she saw a flash of lavender magic. “Horseapples, Twilight's arrived.” Seeing that her troops had the area in hand she raced to where she saw the light.
*		*		*		*		*		*
Nightmare Moon finally decided to move and landed on the ground and began looking for Celestia. She wondered for a few blocks before she saw Celestia trying to get up. With a magical bolt she knocked Celestia back down.
“Enchanted armor is such a blessing isn't it Celestia.?” Nightmare Walked up and put a hoof on Celestia's barrel. She started the banish spell when she felt something hit her back. Nightmare looked behind her to see Twilight and four of her friends and fellow element bearers.
“Selene, what are you doing?” Twilight asked.
“It's it clear Twilight, I'm Nightmare Moon. Your friend is gone.”
< YOU. BIG.FREAKING.LIAR!> Twilight looked on in shock, her ears bent back and she shook her head.
“No, no, poor Selene.”  Twilight closed her eyes and a tear fell before they opened back with anger and determination. “You will pay for that Nightmare Moon, you will pay for killing my friend.”
“I wasn't responsible. Those that created me did. Now Twilight I do not want to hurt you. You are missing one of your number so you are no match for me. Stand down.”
“No they're not.” Pinkie said and she appeared out of garbage can. Nightmare Moon had her jaw dropped.
“It's not possible. I had you bound and unconscious in a sealed room.”
“That's Pinkie for you.” Rainbow Dash stated.
<Well Moonie, you are in check, possibly mate.> In rage  Nightmare Moon's mane extended up ward and several bolts of lighting came from it. The girls scatter and the next thing Nightmare knew was a chromatic blur before she felt pain in her jaw as her head went up. Before she could recover another hit to the head forced her down. Before she could further react she felt a rope  on her legs and tighten to pinned her legs together. Nightmare went to star mist form then started a tornado sending the bearers flying and some hitting walls. Nightmare then felt another blast and sent her into a building. With some groaning she got up and saw Celestia glowing with her power.
*		*		*		*		*		*
Rainbow was getting up and started to fly again when she felt somethings wrap around her. She looked behind her and was shocked.
“Mane-iac, you're real?”
“She is based off of me Rainbow Dash. Surrender and the Queen will spare your life.”
“Not in your life.” Mane-iac left her wings free to she shot up as fast as she can and even manage to drag Mane-iac with her till the strange earth pony let go. Mane-iac landed safely and was managing to hold of Apple Jack and surprisingly Pinkie. Rainbow streaked through the air before diving and at street level she was near rainboom speed and hit Mane-iac sending her flying.
*		*		*		*		*		*
Twilight was not having a good night. Celestia ordered her to get some rest from the search for Selene and then Luna. Now Canterlot was under attack, Celestia hurt, and Nightmare Moon back again. And it was all HER fault. She should have listened to her brother and Celestia, even Selene suggested guards. But she didn't want a barrier between her and the common pony. She wanted to be like a normal pony still. Yes she had her duties they will always keep her above them but she wanted to keep the lifestyle she had just after her accession. But because of her stubbornness a good friend has been taken from her and changed into one of her worst villains. She had to stop nightmare Moon, even if that meant killing her friend. The others were ether knocked out or busy fighting. She now really knew what Celestia felt all those years ago. With tears in her eyes she charged her strongest attack and fired at Nightmare Moon.
*		*		*		*		*		*
Celestia was down again but not without cost. Nightmare's armor was trashed and she wasn't feeling so hot herself. She then saw a lavender beam head right for her but before it could hit she saw a fly Grape Vine hit it instead. The mare was ...laughing as the beam disintegrates her.
'Horseapples, she was a good ally.' With a quick hop Nightmare  summon some lighting and struck Twilight causing her to scream and fall. Nightmare glanced around. Celestia was too weak and injured to offer anymore resistance, but the Element bearers were getting up and none of her allies are nearby. She had to end this threat. 
*		*		*		*		*		*
Twilight groan from the lighting hit and looked to see Nightmare Moon walking to her with her horn glowing with energy. This was it, she had failed and was going to die. She looked at the black alicorn with sadness and regrets. Nightmare Moon was close now and seemd to be about to strike what will likely be a killing blow when something strange happened. Nightmare Moon gritted her teeth and the glow disappeared from her horn.
“Quit it Selene!”
“No, you will not kill my friend.” Nightmare Moon reared and fell back and held her head in her hooves.
“You were just a mistake. You are nothing but a MISTAKE!”
“No, I am a human and you never underestimate the human spirit.”
“NNNNNNOOOOOOOOOO!” Nightmare Moon just panted here for a minute to a confused Twilight who had manage to stand up.
“Twilight, you have to hurry, kill us before she can regain control. Not sure how long I can hold her back.” This, this was Selene and she was willing to sacrifice herself for Equestria and her friends. Twilight saw her friends up and about. She was not going to sacrifice her friend when she had another option.
“Girls get together and power up.” They all flew or limped over and together they activate their harmony powers and transformed. Then they fired the power at Nightmare Moon, no Selene for it was with a content look on her face just before it hit. Then she screamed and the rainbow beam swirled around her, then there was just white.
When Twilight came to she saw Nightmare Moon laying in front of her with eyes closed. As fast as her tired body could she got to the alicorn's side and checked on her. She was breathing but who was in control she didn't know. Twilight looked over and saw Celestia trying to get up and her friends woke up.
“Girls let's get them both to the hospital.” Twilight, Rainbow, and Fluttershy took Celestia while Pinkie, Applejack, and Rarity took Nightmare Moon/Selene as the battle for Canterlot continued.
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She hurt all over but she was alive so that was a plus. With a groan she opened her eyes to see clear signs of a familiar room.
“Selene?” She heard Twilight ask and she looked over to see a look of concern and hope on the young alicorn's face. She yawned before answering.
“More or less. I think the Element power fused Selene and Nightmare Moon together. Nightmare Moon is truly now a part of me. Twilight looked at her in shock. “Don't worry my friend, no Night Eternal here. I have Nightmare Moon's knowledge and a bit of her personality but the bulk of me is Selene. Now how is everypony else?'
“Well the Element power healed me and the girls of our injuries but we were exhausted. Princess Celestia is recovering in the royal hospital so Luna is in charge at the moment.”
“I assume she got free when Pinkie somehow got out of her cell. That mare is amazing in a crazy sort of way.”
“Yup, she was helping the guard while we ….fought. She turned the tide in that battle and what's left of Nightmare Moon's forces retreated. Thankfully civilian casualties were small but a lot of guards have died.” A deep silence fell before Twilight continued with tears in her eyes. “Selene I'm sorry. You, Celestia, and Shining were right. IF I had guards you would not have been taken and....” Twilight felt a hoof around her neck.
“Shhhh! It's okay, I forgive you. This was not how I wanted you agree to that. I'm sorry I couldn't stop her till the end. What is to be done with me? All that work down the drain in the PR department. Who would trust me now? Heck I'm guilty of treason.”
“Well Celestia asked me to debrief you before we decide anything. So what happened to you when you were taken?”
“Well I know how I got here for the most part. Many ponies are dissatisfied with Celestia's ability to protect them. I have to say I think they have a point considering the last few years. Anyway these ponies thought that Nightmare Moon would be better. After scanning Luna's mind they recreated Nightmare Moon's personality and planned on implanting it with a magically created body. It worked for the most part but by some fluke I got into the body and it didn't appear where they wanted it. I truly was an accident and when they realized I wouldn't be what they needed they kidnapped me and used a spell to implant Nightmare Moon in. Nightmare moon was in full control so I could watch everything that happened and could only annoy her with my yapping. I didn't get the chance to do anything till she tried to kill you. I was saving my strength and managed to gain control. Why didn't you kill me?”
“Because you're my friend. I lost you once and couldn't lose you again when I had the option.”
“Well some forces go to the north eastern mountain range. Grape Vine's base is there. Everything you need is there. All her plans and contacts which includes some generals.”
“I'll do that thanks.' Twilight started to Gallop off before turning back to Selene. “Um until further notice you have to stay in this room and that suppressor has to stay on.” Selene raised a hoof and felt the ring up there and the band around her waist pinging her wings.
“I figured as much, good luck Twilight.” Twilight nodded and raced off. With her friend gone Selene got up and looked at herself at a vanity mirror. The armor was gone as was the eyeshadow but for once this body felt like hers. She even found more eyeshadow and put it on and she felt more normal. She guessed she has some changes to get used to.
* * * * * *
It was hours later and Selene was reading a book when the door opened. She looked up from the book to see Luna by the door as she closed it. Selene had a huge urge to run up to Luna and hug her but she fought it down. Instead she said.
“Hello Luna.”
“How are you Selene?”
“Well considering everything. I'm sorry I couldn't stop this. Couldn't stop her from going after you. But in irony Luna, Nightmare moon did in fact care about you. I felt it during that time and since I am now one with her I am sure in that feeling. I can't help but think of you as a sister Luna. Whatever you and the others decide please at least visit me. It would make me happy.”
“You sound a lot like I did when I returned.” Luna looked down. “I came here to see who you are for myself. I know what's like to be a prisoner in your own body. If Celestia could forgive me and Discord I think she can forgive you. But I will promise to visit.”
“Thank you.” Luna nodded and left as Selene went back to reading.
* * * * * *
A week later Selene stood in the throne room before Celestia, Luna, Twilight, and Cadence. The room was filled with guards, nobles, and common ponies. Selene stood proud awaiting her fate. Celestia herself still looked banged up but she sat with ease regal pose on her throne and began.
“Before we begin, do you have something to say Selene?”
“I do.”
“Then let us hear it.”
“I did not come to this world by choice, but I have come to love this country. The bulk of the ponies I met have been friendly and understanding. I was forced to watch the actions of others trapped in this body. I would give my life for this country and nearly did. I expected Princess Twilight to end me and keep Equestria safe. And even in her own way, Nightmare Moon, at least the Nightmare Moon embedded in me, wanted a secure Equestria as well and did what she could to minimize the death toll. Though imperfect you ponies have a wonderful country. Treasure it, defend it, for such countries are easily lost. I accept whatever the Princesses sentence me.”
“Well spoken Selene. We Princesses have gone over all the evidence. Many of which were provided by Selene herself.” Celestia looked down sadden. “It saddens me that so many of my little ponies fear that I can't protect them. In hindsight they have a point. A few of our recent troubles could have been avoided. While I have absolute faith in my former student Princess Twilight Sparkle, perhaps I relied on her abilities too much. Using her like a crutch when actions by me, Luna or the royal guard should have been better. Our investigation proves that Selene's body was created as an attempt to bring back Nightmare Moon, who these misguided ponies thought would be a stronger and better ruler. Selene herself was an unplanned accident. Which was a blessing for us. Without Selene Nightmare Moon would have succeeded that night. While the traitors foalnapped Selene and implanted a Nightmare Moon personality in her. While they succeeded in this they couldn't purge Selene from nightmare Moon and when she could she acted.” Celestia let that hang in the air before continuing.
“I ask you Selene, do you have the knowledge and experience of Nightmare Moon?”
“Yes I do.”
“Then I will pronounce your sentence. Selene I hereby sentence you to serve Equestria and it's citizens.” Celestia quirked her mouth into a smile. “As Equestria's next Princess.” Selene's head tilts, her eyes go to pinpricks, and her jaw drops as some of the ponies cause an uproar of complaints. With a wing extension Celestia created an energized wing silencing all. “A weakness has come to my attention and I will address it. Princess Selene will work with Princess Luna and Prince Shining Armor to better secure Equestria while preserving the rights of its citizens. The Tirek incident and the coup attempt recently attempt to bring this fact home. THIS WILL HAPPEN.” Selene's features drooped.
“This is a life sentence isn't it?”
“Yup, there's no getting out of this.” Celestia responded and Selene sighed.
“Well since this happening might as well get it right. Princess Celestia My name is now Selene Light and I accept my sentence.”
“Then this court is adjourned.” Celestia said with the hammering of a gavel. Twilight and her friends raced to Selene's side to congratulate her on her sentence.
Three weeks later.....
Selene had cast a scrying spell on a mirror in her hooves. It revealed the throne room nearby. It was nearly time for Day Court and as usual there were tons of ponies. The door to her room opened to reveal Luna.
“Oh Luna! Come over here you're just in time.” Selene said gleefully and waved a hoof over. Curious Luna decided to indulge her.
“Okay, why are you looking at the throne?”
“Just wait, oh there she is.” The mirror showed Celestia walking into the throne room regal as ever. The two alicorns watched in silence till Celestia sat down on the chair.
The LOUDEST fart noise ever heard came from the Sun Princess and all the ponies stared with slack jaws and Celestia had a shocked expression till her face turned beat red. Celestia then got up and used her magic to lift the cushion to reveal a whoopee cushion. Celestia facehoofed and yelled.
“SELENE!”
“Even Royal Canterlot Voice YES!” Selene hoofed pump. Said before joining Luna in laughter. It took them ten minutes to calm down.
“Selene that was a good prank. Even I haven't had the guts to do that during court.”
“A side effect of the Elements, with my merged personality I have the spells of Nightmare with my knowledge of human world pranks. Then add in that while I have no desire to imprison or hurt Celestia I do have the huge urge to prank her. So she's got an eternity of dealing with me pranking her.”
“Well be sure to include me in some of those pranks. You're not the only one who likes to do it to Tia.” Selene put a hoof around Luna's neck.
“Of course I'll include my dear sister in such things.” Then Selene realized what she just said. She pulled her hoof away. “I'm sorry Luna. That just came out.”
“It's okay Selene.” Both shared an uncomfortable silence before Luna ended it. “You better watch yourself, Tia will be out to get you.”
“This why I'm going to fly around for a bit. See you this evening.” Selene took to the air but just had to fly by the the throne room, saw Celestia and happily waved at her fellow princess. Celestia responded with a raised and shaking hoof.
* * * * * *
Selene was flying over Ponyville, though she couldn't see it. A layer of clouds covered the town. But she did notice Rainbow Dash napping on the clouds again. Selene got the most EVIL of grins and she rubbed her hoofs together before diving into the clouds. After a minute a black shark fin rose from the clouds and made its way to the sleeping pegasus. All while Selene heard the Jaws theme in her head. She circled Rainbow Dash steadily getting closer and closer. Then she heard Rainbow getting up, it was time.
“What the hay?” Rainbow started to say when Selene rose out of the cloud in the form of a shark and had her BIG and SHARP teeth out. Rainbow Dash, the tom coltish pegasus known for bravery, loyalty, and daring.
Screamed like a little filly.
That got Selene laughing as she reverted to her true form. It took Rainbow a moment to calm down and saw who it was. She glared at Selene and said.
“That was not cool.”
“Oh come on the setup was too perfect. And now you have cause to get back at me. Can't wait to see what you do.”
“You do realize that me and Pinkie are the top pranksters in Ponyville?”
“Of course, that makes it fun and a challenge.”
“Okay you're on.” Thus the epic Selene, Rainbow, Pinkie Prank War began.
Three months later......
Selene was taking off her regalia. It's been a month since Rarity designed it and a month and a week since the other Princess forced her to have a set. Still like all of Rarity's work it was a masterpiece. It was primarily a teal color to match her cutie mark with her mark on the chest piece with a purple gem on her tiara which looked like a crescent moon on it's side with the gem in the shape of a purple star in the middle. She was still getting used to the darn thing but it was growing on her.
But tonight she was donning something familiar, tonight was Nightmare Night and only one thing fit tonight. The Nightmare Armor. She and Luna had a great prank for tonight. Normally she dons Nightmare's form at the end to scare the kids but tonight they will catch the kids off guard. After some final adjusting she went mist form and headed to the Nightmare Moon Statue.
An hour later she sees Zecora and Luna leading the kids to the statue. It was show time. Selene expanded the mist so that it surrounded the group and began.
“You dare bring that fake Luna to MY DOMAIN!” The fillies started looking scared, even Pinkie. “Well I see candy, you better leave it for me to eat otherwise I just might eat you instead.” With those final words she reformed herself and clearly showed her choppers to the fillies. Their screams were music to her ears as they raced over to the statue, dumped the candy and fled for their lives. Selene, Luna, and Zecora walked over to the pile of candy and each picked one piece up and raised them.
“Another year of filly screams to hear.” Zecora stated. The candy would be split four ways. Some to Selene, Some to Luna, Some to Zecora, and the bulk to the kids too sick to enjoy Nightmare Night.
Selene Looked up to the night sky. Yes she is stuck in this world in the body of a villain with her mind now a mixture of Tom and Nightmare Moon. Even more so forced to be part of a government for the rest of her life. But she wouldn't trade it or her friends for anything.
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