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		Description

This story I'm making here is not only my sequel to the Turnabout Storm video series by NeoArtimus. It is also a sequel to Ace Attorney: Dual Destinies.
Eight years have passed since the famous Phoenix Wright cleared the name of Rainbow Dash. He was currently on vacation with his friends and adopted daughter since no murder case turned up. But just then, he was summoned back to Equestria. Only this time, not alone, for he brought his friends and adopted daughter with him. Now they'll be spending their vacation in Equestria, which has some serious cases going on, each harder than the last. Unknown to them, something dark and evil is watching from the sidelines.
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		Episode 1: Return of the Turnabout, part 1



"Hey! What do you think you're doing!?"
"Ah! I was just-"
"Breaking and entering into somepony's room is a crime, missy! You're coming with me!"
"AAH! NO! GET AWAY!"
*BAM!!!*
*Thud*
*Heavy breathing, followed by a panicked whisper*
"I…I…What…"
As the screen opens, revealing an unfamiliar stallion laying on the floor, dead. A pool of blood was forming from the wound on the back of his head.
"Oh...oh my....what...what am I gonna..."
Then the screen shows a panicked unknown pony, a blood-soaked metal bar lying at its hooves.
"What am I gonna do?! They’ll make me burn in the mother of all furnaces for this!"
*The figure keeps hyperventilating*
"I have to....make it look like she did it...I gotta get outta here!"
Then, the pony in shadow sped off while formulating a plan which while possibly flawed, might actually work. Or so she prayed.

My Little Ace Attorney:
Equestrian Trials

Episode 1

Return of the Turnabout, part 1


Gourd Lake Park
August 2, 12:00 PM

It was a quiet day in the park as the lawyer named Phoenix Wright was out on an incredibly well deserved day of relaxation with his co-worker Athena Cykes, his daughter Trucy, and his best friends Maya Fey and her cousin, Pearl, who had been excused from Kurain Village to take a holiday with “Nick” and company.
"Ah, what a lovely day a picnic at the park!" Athena exclaimed.
"It sure is!" Maya replied with a smile, "And it was a good idea to have a picnic out here today.”
"Too bad Polly isn't here to enjoy it with us." Trucy remarked.
"Yeah, our group feels a bit too quiet without him and his "Cords of Steel", but there's nothing we can do about it." Phoenix said in agreement, "All we can do is wish him luck in restoring Khura'in's law system and wait for him to return."
"Yeah. I hope he comes home soon." Trucy said.
"(It sure feels great to finally relax for the moment. And after that last trial, I sure could use a long, well-deserved rest and relaxation,)" Phoenix said in his thoughts.
Suddenly, he felt something grabbing him as he said, "Huh?" He looked around but saw nobody was grabbing him. Suddenly, he felt it again, but more forceful. "What the?!" he said as he tried to move, but couldn't. "(What's happening? I...can't...move my body...!)"
"Nick?! What's wrong?!" Maya asked in concern and worry as she noticed Phoenix acting strangely.
"I don't know, I..." Phoenix tried to move but couldn't, then he noticed something shocking. "(Wait a minute... is my hand fading away? And...why am I getting this strange sense of déjà vu all over again?)" he asked to himself in his mind.
"Girls, something is wrong with Nick!" Maya cried out in fear.
"What?!" Trucy, Pearl and Athena looked in shock.
"Oh no! Mr. Nick!" Pearl cried as she took Phoenix's fading hand, "He's fading away!"
As soon as Pearl took Phoenix's hand, a pinkish purple,-or lavender-colored jolt of lightning struck Pearl, causing her to fade out just the same.
"Pearly!" Maya, Trucy and Athena cried in fear. 
"Nick, Pearly, no!" Maya shouted as she embraced Phoenix tightly.
But then, another jolt sparked to Maya, and she started to fade away, too. Athena attempted to grab Phoenix, but she got struck as well.
(Getting...dizzy...) Phoenix said in his thoughts, (Am...I...? Wait...dizziness...fading...and...Twi...?)
Phoenix blacked out.
Two hours later…
"Ugh..." Phoenix groaned.
"Huh? What? How...I didn't detect a misfire! How did these others get here? Does Phoenix know them?" a familiar female voice spoke, "and who are these other humans?"
("What the...? That voice! It can't be...") Phoenix thought in surprise.
As he felt his muscles coming back to him, Phoenix opened his eyes and got up on his knees. As his vision cleared he found himself inside an unfamiliar room. His friends were all laying on the floor unconscious.
"Huh? This place..." Phoenix said in confusion as he looked around, "Where am I?"
"Phoenix!" The familiar female voice exclaimed happily.
Phoenix turned around and saw a familiar looking purple unicorn, not noticing the sensitive wings on her sides.
"Twilight?" Phoenix asked in shock. Then he smiled excitedly before he hugged her joyfully as he exclaimed, "Twilight!"
"It's so good to see you back here, Phoenix!" The winged unicorn, known as Twilight Sparkle, said happily as she returned the hug.
"Whoa... You're Phoenix Wright?" An unfamiliar female voice asked in amazement.
"Hmm?" Phoenix looked at where the voice came from and noticed an unfamiliar unicorn come into the room.
The unicorn had pale, light grayish heliotrope fur with Persian blue eyes, and her mane was purple with lighter purple and pale light, grayish aquamarine highlights.
"Wow... he looks exactly like how you described, Twilight!" The unicorn exclaimed in surprise. "Even his hair... amazing!"
Phoenix stared at the unicorn, "Um, hello there. Who are you?"
"Oh, that's right, Phoenix, this is Starlight Glimmer...my student." Twilight introduced the unicorn.
"Student?" Phoenix asked in surprise.
"It's a long story..." Twilight said.
"I can imagine that..." Phoenix remarked, and then he noticed something on Twilight as he exclaimed, "What in the world? Twilight, since when did you have wings?"
"Oh, right..." Twilight blushed as she flared her wings open, "This another long story, but to make it short, I'm an Alicorn princess now."
"An Alicorn princess? No way!" Phoenix gasped.
"Yeah, I was just as surprised back when I became like this." Twilight said.
"Excuse me, but who are those other, uh, 'humans' over there?" Starlight Glimmer asked, "Are they friends of yours?"
"Yeah, they are." Phoenix said, looking back at his friends who were all starting to wake up.
"Ugh..." Maya groaned, "Nick?"
"Rise and shine." Phoenix said, " Plus, there's someone, or rather, somepony I'd like to introduce you all to."
"Somepony?" Athena asked in confusion, "What do you mean by that?"
Until she, Maya, Pearl and Trucy noticed the two ponies.
"Hi there!" Twilight greeted them.
Maya's eyes widened in shock, "Did that winged/horned horse just TALK!?"
"Actually, Maya, she's not a horse, she's a pony." Phoenix corrected her, "The same goes for the other one."
"Oh! Ponies!" Pearl squealed with joy at the sight of Twilight and Starlight.
Phoenix smiled as he began introductions. "Everyone, this is Twilight Sparkle and her friend and... student, Starlight Glimmer,” he said, “Twilight, Starlight these are my friends, Maya Fey, her cousin Pearl, my adopted daughter Trucy, and Athena Cykes."
"Hi!" Pearl greeted happily as she waved.
"Pleased to meet you all, especially if you’re friends with Phoenix!" Twilight said in delight.
"Pleased to meet you...too...." Maya said with an uneasy look.
"Umm...same here?" Athena said in delight and confusion.
"I heard ponies who can speak are a rarity in your world." Twilight said, slightly giggling on putting 'rarity' in a sentence, "Sorry if I'm scaring you at all…"
"Okay, uh...Twilight was it? What is going on here? And Nick, how do you know this hor...err, I mean pony!?" Maya demanded.
"This is my castle, the Friendship Rainbow Kingdom, in the town of Ponyville, one of the many towns and cities of Equestria, the name of this country," Twilight explained, "There are four princesses to this kingdom, including myself, the others being Princess Celestia, Princess Luna, and Princess Cadance."
"And I met Twilight a few years ago, because she summoned me to help out a friend of hers on a very tough case." Phoenix explained.
"You mean that's how we just got here? By being summoned?" Athena asked in shock.
"That's right. I used a summoning spell." Twilight replied with a nod.
"Although, I'm pretty sure Twilight intended to summon just Phoenix here." Starlight said, "How in the world did you end up here?"
"Well, we thought something bad was happening to Mr. Nick because he was literally fading away, so we had to grab ahold of him." Pearl explained sheepishly.
"Oh." Twilight said nervously, "Well, that explains why I didn't detect a misfire."
"Unicorns do magic here?" Trucy asked in amazement.
"Yep, they certainly can." Starlight replied proudly.
"Hate to interrupt but, why were you trying to summon Phoenix?" Maya asked, looking at Twilight.
"Because I need his help." Twilight said while looking down sadly and worried.
"You need my help? What's the problem, Twilight?" Phoenix asked in concern.
"One of my friends... has been arrested." Twilight replied.
"What?" Phoenix asked in shock, "Who's been arrested?"
"Rarity." Twilight said sadly.
"Oh, I'm willing to bet she's been arrested for murder, right?" Maya asked.
Twilight and Starlight looked at Maya in surprise, "Why yes! How did you know?" Twilight asked.
"It was just a guess, but mostly because most of Nick's cases always involve murder." Maya said.
"Same goes for Thena here." Trucy said, but then she added in her thoughts, (And Polly...)
"Maybe unintentionally bringing you guys along is a good thing!" Twilight remarked in amazement. "I never expected you guys to know about these situations as well!"
"Well, Maya has been my assistant for some time now. Pearls and Trucy have also assisted me in cases before and Athena, happens to be a defense attorney like me, though she may still need a few more years under her belt." Phoenix said.
"Hey! I'm just as capable as you!" Athena protested.
"Plus, sometimes even you need help Daddy." Trucy said.
"True..." Phoenix chuckled while scratching the back of his head nervously.
"So, Twilight, where is this 'Rarity' friend of yours?" Athena asked.
"At the Ponyville Detention Center," Twilight replied.
"Then that's where we're going." Phoenix said with confidence.
"Yeah, and he'll have his badge to show off to prove he's an attorney!" Maya remarked with a smirk.
"That's right!" Trucy agreed happily.
"Uh, yeah...about that..." Twilight said nervously.
"Oh yeah." Phoenix said in an embarrassed tone, realizing what's going on when Maya and Trucy mention his badge.
"What's the matter?" Pearl asked curiously.
"Wait just a second here, I need to go get some things ready before we leave." Twilight said as she left the room.
"What's going on?" Athena asked in confusion.
"Girls... I hate to tell you this, but..." Phoenix said in a bit of an uncomfortable tone, "my badge is useless in this world."
"Huh!?" The girls looked confused.
"Your attorney's badge is useless here?!" Athena asked in outrage, "How could it be?!"
"Well, no offense, but... it kinda looks like a toy." Starlight said nervously.
"Hey!" Athena snapped.
Twilight soon returned into the room.
"I'm back!" Twilight said, "And...I couldn't help but hear you talking while I was taking care of business and, I'm afraid to tell that Phoenix is right. Your badges from your world won't do you any good here. So, I've got you these instead."
She presented to Phoenix and Athena two heart-shaped badges.
"A heart? Seriously!?" Athena deadpanned.
"Yep." Phoenix replied dryly, "That's what they do here."
"Believe me, even I find its design to be cheap and dumb." Twilight said, sharing their sentiments, "But it will have to do if you want to take on any cases while you are here."
"I guess we have no choice..." Athena said with a sigh.
"So... which way's out of here?" Trucy asked.
"It's this way. Follow us." Starlight replied.
"Come on, girls, let's go." Phoenix said. Then the group, Twilight and Starlight headed off to the exit of the castle.

Ponyville
August 2, 2:20 PM

Once they were outside, Twilight looked at Phoenix, "Oh yeah, before I forget, try not to feel too pressured if other ponies begin to recognize you."
"I understand." Phoenix nodded.
"Why is that?" Trucy asked.
"You'll see." Twilight said as they reached Ponyville's main street.
"Huh?" Maya asked in confusion.
As they walked down the main street, they saw all the townspony of Ponyville. As soon as they noticed Phoenix, they all started to gawk.
"Who the-Is that....is that Phoenix?”
“A phoenix? Attacking Ponyville?”
“...No. THE Phoenix.”
“...No...No way....”
Twilight blushed. "You are famous round here, Phoenix..."
"Oh my gosh! Bon Bon, look! It's Mr. Wright and some new humans!" Lyra Heartstrings shrieked like a fangirl.
"I know, Lyra, but please, calm down!" Bon Bon replied, trying to calm her friend down.
"I can't believe it! It's Phoenix Wright!" another pony exclaimed in surprise.
"Wow, Nick, she's right! You ARE famous!" Maya exclaimed.
"I guess you could...say that," Phoenix said with a chuckle, clearly blushing.
"Hey...who are those others with him? His friends?"
"Phoenix, what's going on here?" Athena asked the attorney who trained her long ago.
"Long story short, Athena, I was summoned here 'accidentally' by Twilight to help another friend of hers who was accused for murder. I defended her friend in court. There were hard situations along the way, but I managed to get her cleared of suspicion," Phoenix explained.
"That's correct. Well, except it wasn't really an accident..." Twilight admitted. "Princess Celestia was the one who asked me to summon him and play dumb by telling him it was an accident."
"Yeah, that, too," Phoenix said.
"He ratted me out though. Either I'm a bad liar or he's REALLY smart..." Twilight stated, getting a blush out of Phoenix.
"Wait! This Princess Celestia told you to summon him?!" Maya asked in surprise.
"Yes..." Twilight said, "And I know what you're going to ask next: how does SHE know him, right?"
"Yeah," Athena said with a nod.
"Well, she wouldn't tell me," Phoenix said, "When I asked her how she knew so much about me, five Psyche-Locks appeared around her, and I didn't have time to interrogate her."
(Hmm, I wonder...) Pearl said in her thoughts.
"Anyway, we're here." Twilight said as they arrived at the detention center. There were two pony guards by the entrance.
"Halt! Only defense attorneys may enter the detention center," one pony guard said.
"That’ll be us," Phoenix said as he showed his heart badge, along with Athena.
The pony guards examined the heart badges and said in unison, "Permission granted. You may enter."
"Okay, you can come speak with your friend now, Twilight," Athena said turning to Twilight.
"Sorry..." Twilight said sadly, "Even if I'm a princess now, I'm still not allowed to speak with suspects for murder. Only defense attorneys are allowed to."
"Sad to say, she's right, Athena," Phoenix said, sharing Twilight's sadness. Then he shook his head in surprise and realization what Twilight just said. "Wait, not even royalty? What sense does that make?"
"But she said..." Trucy tailed off in shock.
"Look, I know I said I wanted to speak with my friend, but perhaps it's best if Phoenix and Athena heard the details about the crime from Rarity herself," Twilight said.
"I'm not quite sure about this..." Athena said nervously.
"Please, Athena...Twilight really needs as much help as she can get..." Starlight begged in worry.
"Well... alright, I'll hear her out with Phoenix..." Athena said.
"Thank you so much!" Twilight said happily.
"Come on, Athena, let's go," Phoenix said, and then, he and Athena went into the Detention Center.

Ponyville Detention Center
Visiting Room
August 2, 2:25 PM

Once they arrived into the Detention Center, Athena looked around as she asked, "All right, so where's Twilight's friend Rarity?"
"If I know her, she should be right... there," Phoenix replied as he pointed somewhere in the Detention Center.
As they headed over there, they heard someone crying and shouting in an over-dramatic way. Phoenix recognized that voice as they saw Rarity.
"Oh, woe is me! Why, oh, why did this have to happen to me?! ME!? An innocent lady who simply wished to generously share her work with others be accused of something as horrendous as murder?! It's just awful! Dreadful! And, perhaps even...THE! WORST! POSSIBLE! THING!"
(Wow, what a drama queen!) Athena said dryly in her thoughts.
"Hello, Rarity," Phoenix greeted her.
Rarity's ears twitched at the sound of Phoenix's voice. She looked up and gasped in shock when she saw him. "Oh my stars! Mr. Wright?!"
"Yep. It's been a long time." Phoenix said.
"Oh, Mr. Wright, it's awful! They all think I murdered somepony I don't even know of and threw me in here like a bunch of brutes!" Rarity cried, "This is simply no way to treat a lady like me! Honestly!"
"Well, don't worry, Twilight summoned me, and I think you know what that means." Phoenix said.
"Oh, you’re here to defend me?" Rarity asked in joy, "Oh, you’re a lifesaver! Literally!"
"I won't be the only one defending you as an attorney, though," Phoenix added.
"Excuse me?" Rarity asked in surprise.
"You see, Twilight attempted to summon just me, but when my friends tried to 'rescue' me, they got brought along too. This one here happens to be an attorney as well," Phoenix explained.
"I'm Athena Cykes," Athena introduced herself.
"Oh my word!" Rarity exclaimed.
"We normally work together anyhow, so luck is smiling down upon a fine lady today." Phoenix said confidently.
Rarity was silent as she looked at Athena, and focused more on her clothing and hairstyles, being a fashionista and all.
"Um, Rarity?" Phoenix asked.
"I guess she must be speechless?" Athena asked in confusion.
"Darling, I couldn't help but notice how fabulous the suit you are wearing is!" Rarity finally said with a smile, "Tell me, who is your tailor?"
"Uh, his name is Shu Takumi, why?" Athena asked in confusion.
Phoenix chuckled. "Sorry, Rarity here is a fashionista, and a really good one at that too. Last time I was here, she fixed a... 'problem'... I had with my suit," he explained with a slight blush, remembering the big hole he ripped in his armpit.
"And your hairstyle, it's FABULOUS!" Rarity exclaimed excitedly on looking at Athena's hair.
"Really? I kind of styled it myself," Athena admitted sheepishly.
"Then you are just like Phoenix; you have a natural talent for this!" Rarity complimented her. “Is this common among your species? Tell me your secrets, please!”
"Aw, shucks," Athena said sheepishly as she leaned to the side running her hands over her ponytail.
Phoenix cleared his throat as he returned to the matter at hand. "Anyway, Rarity. We're going to take your case, but first, we'd like to know more details about the crime you're being accused of."
"Starting with how you got here," Athena added.
"Well, you see, it all started when I received word that there was going to be a fashion contest taking place in Canterlot, and being the fashionista I am, in Phoenix’s words, I decided to enter the contest and show them my finest works, with the help from Twilight and the others," Rarity explained.
"And what did you do while you were at it?" Athena asked.
"Well, we had picked the best dresses I've made, one for each of us, myself included," Rarity explained, "After that, we packed our things and the dresses and took the train to Canterlot. The contest wasn't going to start until 9 PM and we had arrived at, say, 3 PM. We went to get hotel rooms for each of us at the Hay and Stay Hotel. After we finished unpacking and setting up the mannequins for our dresses, we went out for a stroll around Canterlot. Since Twilight used to live in Canterlot, she showed us around the city visiting a few hotspots. Then at 7 PM, we returned to the hotel and each of us went our rooms. However, when I entered my room... I saw it! The body of a dead pegasus, laying right there on the floor, with a pool of blood forming around him! It was a sickening scene, I wanted to scream! However, before I had the chance, I was confronted by a group of police ponies, and I was instantly accused for murdering that pony! I tried to tell them I was innocent, but they didn't listen, saying they had evidence to prove my guilt! I was FRAMED, I tell you! FRAMED!"
(There are Pegasus ponies in this world, too?) Athena asked in surprise in her thoughts.
"So, let me get this straight: the police arrived, shortly after you found the body in your room and they took you in just like that?" Phoenix asked.
"Yes! That is precisely what happened!" Rarity said.
"It seems that she really means it, Phoenix," Athena said, "My device didn't sense anything about her testimony here."
"Good work, Athena," Phoenix said. He turned to Rarity as he asked her, "So, how did this pony get murdered?"
"Well, I didn't get a good look at him, but I do remember that he was bleeding from the back of his head," Rarity told what she remembered, "You could say he was perhaps hit really hard by a blunt object."
Phoenix thought to himself sadly about how Mia Fey was also taken out the same way.
"A blunt object... hmm..." Athena said.
"There weren't any signs of a struggle either." Rarity added.
"Seems like a planned attack." Athena assumed.
"Is there anything else you remember?" Phoenix asked.
"Not really," Rarity replied.
"Well, you should know that not everyone thinks you did it," Phoenix said.
"Yeah, your friend Twilight has faith in you, or she never would've summoned Mr. Wright... and me, Athena and our friends by accident," Athena added.
"Well, of course Twilight wouldn't doubt me, we're best friends after all," Rarity said with a smile, but then she asked, "What do you mean 'accident', anyway?"
"Well, like I said, Twilight intended to summon just me, but Athena, along with a few of our friends, ended up becoming stowaways when she cast the spell on me," Phoenix explained.
"An unexpected summoning gone wrong? Are you and the other friends okay?" Rarity said, astounded.
"Aside from the sore muscles, yeah, we're okay." Athena said.
"Well, in any case, more than one defense attorney is perfect for me!" Rarity exclaimed.
"Then we'll be your attorneys," Athena said.
"Thank you so much! I promise to repay the favor after this by letting you try one of my works!" Rarity said in excitement.
"Why, that's very generous of you," Athena remarked.
"Well, I don't know if Twilight told you this yet, but she, our friends and I myself each represent one of the Elements of Harmony," Rarity explained, "I myself represent Generosity."
"That title fits you like a glove," Athena commented.
"Indeed," Phoenix said, "Oh, there is one thing that I find suspicious, Rarity."
"What is it?" Rarity asked.
"The time the police ponies arrived, I find it a little fishy," Phoenix said, "Like, who called them?"
"Yeah, who indeed?" Athena agreed.
Rarity fell silent for a moment, then she turned away from them as her cheeks flared in anger and she hissed, "It was HER..." She had a look of disgust.
*BANG!!*
*RATTLE* *RATTLE* *RATTLE*
*Clang!* Clang!*
This caused Phoenix's Magatama to trigger and reveal two Psyche-Locks around Rarity.
(What the? Psyche-Locks?!) Phoenix thought in shock.
"Anyway, I have told you all I can tell you," Rarity said, "Good luck!"
"Sure, don't worry, Rarity. We'll have you out of here in no time flat," Phoenix said, making a mental note to crack the Psyche-Locks.
"Thank you so much, darling," Rarity said, "You're my only hope. You and Ms. Cykes."
After saying their goodbyes, the two attorneys left the Detention Center and meet up with Twilight, Maya, Pearl and Trucy who were waiting outside, although Phoenix couldn't help but wonder what those Psyche-Locks meant.

Ponyville
August 2, 2:45 PM

"Phoenix! Athena!" Twilight exclaimed, "How did it go?"
"Twilight, Starlight, we are going to represent Rarity," Athena said with a confident smirk.
"Oh, thank you so much! I knew I could rely on you!" Twilight exclaimed happily, nearly about to cry, and nuzzling Athena’s legs.
"I swear, she was about to cry!" Widget stated, followed by an angry look from Athena, a mark of death upon Widget. "I'm sorry! I'm sorry!"
"See? Told ya so! Nothing keeps us from defending the innocent!" Maya said with confidence.
"You're all so loyal, you remind me of Rainbow Dash." Starlight remarked with a smile.
"That's the same thing you said about me back when I first came here, Twilight," Phoenix remarked with a chuckle.
"Yeah," Twilight giggled.
"Rainbow Dash...?" Maya wondered in her thoughts, along with Pearl, as certain images started surfacing.
"Rarity looked really scared of what's going to happen to her," Athena explained to Maya, Pearl and Trucy.
"And that means she'll need all the support she can get," Twilight added.
"And I can certainly feel her fear," Phoenix said as he remembered being accused in the past.
"Well, now would be a good time to go check out the crime scene." Athena said.
"The crime took place at the Hay and Stay Hotel in Canterlot. The fastest way is by train. Let's go!" Twilight said as she led the way.
Phoenix's group followed Twilight to the train station, and upon arriving they took a train. During the train ride to Canterlot, Phoenix's group and Twilight got to know each other as they had friendly conversations with each other.

Canterlot Train Station
August 2, 4:45 PM

"Now entering, Canterlot Station!" the announcer spoke through the PA.
"There's our stop." Phoenix said to his group and Twilight.
They got off the train and entered Canterlot, the capital of Equestria. Phoenix had only heard of Canterlot from Twilight when he asked about a book she read the first time he was in Equestria. Now that he as there in person, he was awed at what he was seeing.
"Wow... this is Canterlot?" Phoenix asked in amazement.
"Oh yes, this is your first time here, isn't it, Phoenix?" Twilight asked.
"Yeah. Last time you summoned me, I only got to see Ponyville," Phoenix said.
"This place is majestic!" Athena exclaimed. "Wait till Edgeworth sees this! He’ll want to set up residence, since he’s so posh!"
"Yeah..." Phoenix agreed, but then, he suddenly had that disturbing fantasy about Edgeworth playing with ponies again. (Ugh...why did that stupid fantasy suddenly have to come back to me?) he asked in his thoughts.
"How're we gonna find the crime scene in this big place?" Pearl asked in wonder.
"I used to live here before I moved to Ponyville and I know where the Hay and Stay Hotel is. Follow me!" Twilight said leading the way.
"Right behind ya!" Trucy said as she and the rest follow Twilight.
Unknown to the group, a shadowy figure was watching them before it began following them…

Hay and Stay Hotel
Canterlot Branch
August 2, 5:00 PM

Phoenix's group soon arrived at the Hay and Stay Hotel. They went inside, because of course they were, there was no point doing anything else.
"So this is the hotel. Obviously, the crime scene must be in one of these rooms," Athena said.
Twilight walked up to the receptionist table and rang the bell.
"Welcome to the Hay and Stay Hotel, Canterlot Branch," the receptionist pony appeared, "How may I hel-Oh! Princess Twilight! What a surprise!"
"Excuse me, but I've brought Rarity's lawyers here to investigate the crime scene. Could you escort us to it?" Twilight asked the receptionist pony.
"Of course, Your Highness!" The receptionist pony replied while bowing to Twilight, "Right this way."
Phoenix's group and Twilight followed the receptionist pony as he escorted them to the crime scene. They arrived at room number 47, second floor. They noticed the police ponies were still investigating it.
"Looks like it's still under investigation." Phoenix said.
"Halt! Who goes there?"
The group jumped at the sudden shout and turned to see a dark pink earth pony with orange eyes, a red-and-orange mane and tail, and he wore a pink vest and a grey necktie.
"This is a crime scene! No civilians allowed on the premises!" the pony said in a stern voice.
"Sorry to interrupt your investigation Detective, I only stopped by to bring in Princess Twilight, who has brought Rarity's lawyers." the receptionist pony said.
"Oh! Princess Twilight!" The stallion exclaimed in shock on recognizing Twilight. He bowed to her as he said, "My apologies, Your Highness. I didn't know you'd be here, or bringing the defendant's lawyers."
Twilight giggled. "It's alright. Phoenix and Athena simply wish to investigate the crime scene."
Honor lifted his head "Phoenix?" The stallion asked in surprise, "As in Phoenix Wright? The same human that defended Rainbow Dash in that one case some time ago?"
"The very same," Twilight replied.
"Oh my word, it really IS you!" The stallion exclaimed.
"Wow, you really are famous, Nick!" Maya exclaimed, "I wish I was there to see you in action!"
"Me too!" Pearl agreed.
"Yeah..." Phoenix said while rubbing the back of his head. "How did I get this much attention? All I did was save two mares from that death penalty!"
"More like how wouldn't you? Defending a pony of murder and actually prove them innocent...it is unheard of here in Equestria!" the stallion said, "You are the hero who saved both the bearer of the Element of Loyalty and the victim's former manager from being labeled as murderers."
"Well, when you put it that way..." Phoenix said.
"Excuse me, sir, but would you be so kindly to tell us your name?" Athena asked the pony.
"Oh, how silly of me," The stallion said, "I'm Virtuous Honor. Pleased to meet you."
"Well, you already know who I am. I'm Phoenix Wright, attorney at law, the one who defended Rainbow Dash," Phoenix said introducing himself.
"And I'm Athena Cykes, and I'm a lawyer too," Athena said introducing herself.
"I'm Trucy Wright, Mr. Wright’s adopted daughter and magician." Trucy said.
"I'm Maya Fey, the current Master of the Kurain Channeling Technique, and Phoenix's assistant," Maya said introducing herself.
"I'm Pearl Fey, Mystic Maya's cousin, and a spirit medium in training," Pearl said introducing herself.
"Pleased to meet you all," Honor said, "You are welcome to join the investigation, and if you have any questions you'd like to ask, then shoot."
"Okay, first, could you tell us a bit about yourself?" Phoenix asked.
"Absolutely," Honor replied, "I'm an attorney in the courts of Cloudsdale, and I'm also a police detective assigned to investigate criminal affairs, homicide, and robbery."
"Interesting," Phoenix said.
"Cloudsdale? Even though you're an Earth Pony?" Twilight asked, "Unless you have a unicorn that can cast the cloudwalking spell, I find that hard to believe."
"As a matter of fact, I do. My partner is a unicorn and an attorney,” Honor said.
"Okay," Twilight said.
"What's your partner's name?" Athena asked in wonder.
"Her name is Divine Oath," Honor replied.
"Did somepony call my name?"
Phoenix's group, Twilight, and Honor turned and saw a female green unicorn with forest green eyes and a pink-and-blue mane and tail. She wore a hot pink vest with a matching cape, a pink heart necklace, blue bands and a golden watch.
"Ah, speaking of her, here she is," Honor said. "This is my partner, Divine Oath."
"Pleased to meet you," Oath said with a friendly smile.
"Pleased to meet you too," Phoenix said, "I'm Phoenix Wright. Perhaps you've heard of me?"
"Why, yes. You are the human lawyer who defended Rainbow Dash," Oath said.
"That's correct." Phoenix said.
"I am honored to meet you," Oath said.
"Likewise," Phoenix said.
"So you'll be my opponent in the courtroom, I guess," Divine Oath said.
"Huh?" Phoenix asked in confusion.
"Come again?" Athena asked while raising an eyebrow.
"Oh, I forgot to tell, you. She's the prosecutor for this case," Virtuous Honor informed the group.
"Really?" Trucy asked in surprise.
"Yep," Divine Oath replied with a smile.
(At least she's friendly, unlike some prosecutors I faced before.) Phoenix said in his thoughts, as he was reminded of past prosecutors like Manfred von Karma, Manfred's daughter Franziska, and last but not least... Trixie, who Phoenix had given all of his earnings from the court case. He felt sorry for her.
"I gotta warn you, no one beats her in court cases whenever she gets involved," Virtuous Honor informed the group.
Phoenix looked ruffled. "I'm not sure you seem to get why we're defending Rarity. It's not because we want a paycheck. We just want the ponies we know are innocent to get out alive. I find that 'thrown into the sun' punishment disturbing, to say the least."
"I...admire your confidence," Oath replied with a smile, thinking over what Phoenix said. "So, would you like to see the crime scene? I'll allow you to do your own investigation, but under my supervision. Understood?"
"Understood, and it's nice to see a prosecutor playing fair for once." Phoenix said with a nod.
Oath allowed them to enter the hotel room. The mannequins were still there along with most of Rarity's stuff. There was wire tape on the floor, marking the spot where the body was found and there was a rather large dried puddle of blood around where the victim's head laid.
"Okay, let's start investigating!" Maya said cheerfully.
"Yeah!" Pearl said, equally as cheerful as her cousin.
"They sure are perky," Divine Oath remarked with a giggle.
The first thing they checked was the tape wire on the floor.
"Hmm... there seems to be some tape wire on the floor there," Athena said.
"That's where the victim's body was found," Oath explained.
"No doubt about it," Phoenix commented.
"And is that... blood?" Twilight flinched in horror and disgust when she noticed the dried up pool of blood around the head part.
"Indeed..." Oath said grimly, "The victim was hit with a blunt object to the head, causing a wound that was large enough to bleed."
"I think I'm going to be sick..." Twilight said with a hoof over her mouth, as she felt sick to her stomach.
"The prime suspect who caused that is Rarity, but we can't be too sure about it," Honor explained.
"I'll have you know, Rarity is my FRIEND! And she didn't do it!" Twilight said sternly.
"Evidence speaks louder than words, Your Highness," Oath said.
"But even so, to be honest, I don't see Rarity as the murderous type," Honor admitted, "Although...there was a time I used to see her as a murderer and it was in this one hideous nightmare I once had. And it was NOT a pretty sight; making dresses out of pony's skins!"
"..." Everyone stares at him in confusion, while crickets noises play in the background.
"Uhh... forget I said that." Honor said sheepishly.
Phoenix sighed, "Moving on..."
As they finished examining the tape wire, they looked at the pony mannequins.
"Pony mannequins," Twilight said as she took a glance at the objects.
"But isn't it odd that ponies make these clothes and most of them don't happen to wear any?" Maya wondered.
"It seems to me," Trucy said, “that clothing is optional for these ponies."
"Which makes me wonder, why do you humans ALWAYS wear clothes?" Honor asked in curiosity, "What do you even look like without them?"
"You don't want to know..." Phoenix answered sheepishly.
"I heard from this one pony that humans consider nudity as taboo and must wear clothes at all times when in public," Oath remembered the words of a certain unicorn.
"That's true... back in our world, you can get arrested for walking around in your birthday suit, in public," Phoenix added as he chuckled in embarrassment.
"And that's not a good thing," Athena added, sharing Phoenix's embarrassment.
Trucy decided to reason with them. “Besides, we don't have fur coats. Would you really go around place to place if all your fur fell off?”
The three ponies shook their heads violently in reply, Twilight especially attempting to purge the thoughts from her mind.
"No! Forget I asked!" Oath said.
All the ponies in the room reacted in horror at the thought.
Trucy decided to reason with them. “Besides, we don't have fur coats. Would you really go around place to place if all your fur fell off?”
All the ponies in the room reacted in horror at the thought.
"Okay, forget I asked!" Oath said as she sweatdropped.
Phoenix looked at the mannequins and one of them caught his attention. As he took a closer looked he noticed something about it, "Hey! This one has hole under the hoof of its left foreleg!" he said as he examined it further by peeking into the hole, "And the metal bar of the "skeleton" is missing."
"The missing bar from the mannequin's leg was removed by the killer, who used it to give the victim a huge bonk to the bonce'," Honor explained, "So we can conclude that is where the killer got the murder weapon from. It looks to be a planned attack, but who would want to kill him? And besides, a planned attack would mean they’d have taken the weapon with them!”
"Looks like it," Phoenix said, reminded of Mia's death somewhat.
"Why are Rarity's things still here?" Twilight asked as she noticed certain objects in the room.
"We wanted to 'preserve' the crime scene, in order to investigate it while it was still fresh," Honor explained, "Don't worry, we were careful enough NOT to look at her personal things."
"Even though I had to intervene to make sure that he didn't do it," Oath said, rolling her eyes, making Honor chuckle in embarrassment.
"Yeah..." Honor admitted.
"Anyway, let's keep looking around this place," Phoenix said.
Pearl noticed something on the floor, half hidden under the bed. "Huh? What is this?" she wondered. She was about to pick it up, but Oath stopped her.
"Hold it!" Oath shouted, "Just what do you think you're doing?"
"Sorry, Miss Oath! But...I think I may have found a clue," Pearl said, sounding guilty, her face looking like when Phoenix catches her with her hand in his jelly bean jar.
"A clue?" Oath asked in an intrigued tone, "Let's see it."
Pearl reached under the bed and picked up the clue. They examined it.
"It's... a button?" Oath said while looking at the button that Pearl was holding.
"Yeah, a cloth button, to be exact," Honor added.
"Do you think it fell off from one of Miss Rarity's dresses?" Pearl asked.
"That's a possibility," Phoenix said.
"No, it can't be," Twilight said, "Last time I checked, the buttons on Rarity's dresses were not light brown like this one."
"What colors were they, then?" Athena asked.
"Each one had colors that matched our coat colors or personalities: violet, purple, cyan, pink, orange, yellow, and white. But none of them were light brown like this one," Twilight explained.
"Hmm... intriguing," Oath commented.
"This button could be important evidence," Phoenix said.
"Light Brown Cloth Button" was added to the Court Record.
Light Brown Cloth Button
Found in Rarity's Hotel Room. Didn't come from any of Rarity's outfits, according to Twilight.
"But it's gonna take more than a button to clear Rarity's name." Twilight stated.
"Spoken like an investigator, Princess." Oath remarked with a smile.
"Investigator?" Athena asked on hearing Oath's remark.
"Since when did you become an investigator, Twilight?" Phoenix asked in interest.
"It's a long story, Phoenix," Twilight replied, "But after solving an interesting case, I became the Official Ponyville Investigator, and I solved some cases ever since. Although, there hasn't been any since I became the Princess of Ponyville."
"Wow, I take it you took some of the things you learned from me?" Phoenix asked.
"I guess you could say that." Twilight replied with a giggle.
"She's right though, a simple, seemingly out-of-place cloth button isn't enough evidence to prove your client innocent." Oath said.
"Yeah, for all we know, it might simply belong to the previous resident of this room, or something." Honor added.
"You're right about that." Phoenix stated, "But what else is there to find? Hmm..."
Maya looked under the bed, "There doesn't appear to be anything else under the bed. Besides some dust bunnies here and there."
"Hmm... there's gotta be more clues to help clear Rarity's name..." Twilight thought out loud.
"You keep looking Twilight." Phoenix said, before turning to Oath, "I have some questions I'd like to ask."
"Yes, Mr. Wright?" Oath asked.
"What can you tell us about the victim?" Phoenix asked.
"His name was Gold Guardian, a security pegasus who worked at this hotel." Oath said.
"And according to the owner of this hotel's testimony, his special talent was identifying anyone who was a criminal, a thief, a con artist or a murderer." Honor added, "He had a perfect track record in keeping this hotel safe from all sorts of bad ponies."
"Until now, that is..." Oath said grimly.
"Yup." Honor said sadly before continuing on, "Anyway, we asked the rest of the staff and they gave us each of their perspective on Gold Guardian, like what a great pony he is, and how he was like a big brother to everyone in the hotel and stuff..."
"But one thing they all agreed on was, as soon as he identified the criminal, he would throw them out of the hotel without a second thought." Oath said.
"Excuses be damned!" Honor added.
"Wow! He sounded like he could have been a detective or an attorney too, huh Nick?" Maya commented.
"Yeah..." Phoenix said sadly, "Too bad he can't become one of those now..."
"And sadly, seeing how his body was found in Rarity's room, this places her at the crime scene as the primary suspect," Oath said, "Unless, of course, you can prove that somepony else did it."
"Oh, I'm sure we can!" Phoenix said with confidence before adding in his throughs, (Or at least I hope so...)
"Hey, I think I found another clue!" Athena exclaimed, getting everyone's attention.
"What did you find Athena?" Phoenix asked.
"It looks like some purple hair, right here on the floor." Athena said.
"Purple?" Phoenix asked, "Could it be the killer's?"
"Yeah, and unfortunately, it may be Rarity's." Oath said.
"Let me have a look." Twilight said as she took the purple hair with her magic and looked at it really closely with a magnifying glass. After a few long seconds of inspection, she said out loud, "Hmm... that's strange."
"What is it, Twilight?" Phoenix asked.
"It's purple hair, all right, but it doesn't match Rarity's mane."
"How so?" Athena asked.
"It looks more like grayish violet, and Rarity's mane is actually a moderate indigo, with a gradient of dark mulberry to moderate mulberry on the shadowed side." Twilight explained.
"So it has to be the killer's then!" Maya said, "A-ha! Finally some decisive evidence, am I right?"
"Let's not jump to conclusions yet, Maya." Twilight said, "We don't know for sure if it is the killer's or some other pony who previously used this room."
"Yeah. We're gonna need some fingerprints for this." Phoenix said, "Or in this case, hoofprints."
"Purple Hair" was added to the Court Record.
Purple Hair
Found in Rarity's Hotel Room. Twilight said that this shade is different from Rarity's mane.
(Man, I wish Ema Skye were here. She'd be able to handle the prints situation here.) Phoenix remarked in his thoughts.
"There must be something else here that could be useful." Athena said.
Phoenix turned back to Oath, "I have another question: the timing of the police arriving and catching Rarity on the scene, seems a little too...precise. Like, who called them here in the first place?"
"That would be Suri Polomare from Manehattan," Oath replied.
"Suri Polomare?" Phoenix's group asked.
"Wait! Did you say...Suri Polomare?" Twilight asked in shock.
"Judging from your reaction, I take it you two are acquainted with one another?" Oath asked, looking at Twilight.
"You know her Twilight?" Phoenix asked.
"Unfortunately, yes." Twilight replied, "Suri Polomare is an old acquaintance of Rarity from a Ponyville knitting competition," Twilight explained, "They met when Suri saw Rarity's line of dresses for a pony called Prim Hemline's rehearsal. Then backstage, she was given a fabric of the dresses... so she would duplicate Rarity's dress line."
"What? But isn't that cheating?!" Athena asked.
"Yeah, but unfortunately, the officials didn't know that," Twilight said.
"You don't think she...?" Maya asked.
"No. I don't think she has it in her to kill anypony," (Or does she...? No, I don’t think so. Not even she can be that cruel.)
"Well, for better or worse, we'll find out in tomorrow's trial," Phoenix said.
"I agree." Oath said, "We can also confirm that Suri checked into the hotel before the murder. I can give you a copy of the hotel records if you wish." With that, Oath levitated a paper that showed who checked into the hotel on the day of the murder. Sure enough, both Rarity and Suri Polomare were on the list.
"Thank you," Phoenix said gratefully.
Hay and Stay Hotel Records added to Court Record.
Hay and Stay Hotel Records
A list of ponies who checked into the hotel on the day of the murder. Rarity and Suri Polomare's names are on the list.
Athena and the others continued to look around the room, making sure they haven't missed anything. Until Trucy noticed something about the door.
"Hey, I see something." Trucy said.
"What is it, Trucy?" Athena asked.
"Look at the door's lock." Trucy said, "Notice something off about it?"
Twilight inspected the lock for a moment before she said out loud, "Hey, you're right about that. It looks like it's been picked."
"Picked you say?" Honor asked in curiosity.
"Yeah, I didn't take the killer for a lockpicker."
"Well, we can confirm that no magic was used, so whoever picked the lock wasn't a unicorn." Twilight said, "So it was either a Pegasus or an Earth Pony who did this."
"How can ponies pick locks with their hooves?" Maya asked in confusion.
"They don't." Twilight said, "Anyone who isn't a unicorn can hold objects only with their mouths. Although..."
"But recently there's been the development of objects that ponies can hold with their hooves instead of just their mouths." Oath said, "This is because when an object is held in their mouths, they might end up leaving a bite mark and, more disgustingly, their own saliva."
"You certainly have a point." Phoenix remarked.
"So whoever broke into this room must have been either an Earth Pony or a Pegasus, using a lockpick either with their mouth or hooves." Athena deduced.
"Sadly, we haven't found anything that could be used as a lockpick, so, just like the murder weapon, we can assume that the killer must have hidden it where no one would find it easily." Honor said, "And trust me, we searched every part of the room, including the welcome mattress. Nothing there."
"Hmm... if there were at least one more piece of evidence here, we'll need it." Phoenix said.
"Sorry, doesn't look like there's anything left to find in this room." Athena said.
"That's what I thought." Phoenix then turned towards Oath and Honor. "In any case, thank you for allowing us to investigate the crime scene, Divine Oath and Virtuous Honor."
"The pleasure was all ours," Oath said with a smile, "I'll see you all in court tomorrow."
Phoenix and the others leave the room and head back the reception, "So now what?" Maya asked.
"Well, we've already checked hotel room and got some evidence from it, and we got information from both Oath and Honor, but I think we're still missing a few pieces..." Phoenix said.
"Yeah." Twilight agreed, "But where else are we gonna find evidence to clear Rarity's name?"
"Maybe I could be of assistance." a voice said.
Phoenix and the others turned to see the owner of the voice, which was a light yellowish gray unicorn with dark purple eyes and thick eyebrows. She had a mane and tail that both look almost identical to Twilight Sparkle's, except they were reddish with moderate purple and grayish violet highlights. The mane was clipped back in a short pigtail with a few wayward strands popping loose. She wore a bulky dark blue-gray turtleneck sweater with light pink buttons and a pair of eyeglasses. Her cutie mark consisted of a dark purple crescent moon surrounded by three lighter purple stars.
"Oh, hello there. And you are?" Phoenix asked upon seeing the unicorn.
"Moondancer!" Twilight exclaimed in surprise, recognizing the unicorn.
"Great to see you again too, Twilight!" Moondancer said with a smile.
"Friend of yours?" Athena asked.
"Yeah, from a long time ago, before I moved to Ponyville." Twilight replied.
"Back when you were a unicorn, right?" Maya assumed.
"You got it, Maya." Twilight replied with a wink. Then she turned to Moondancer as she said, "So, you said you wanna help us, Moondancer?"
"Yeah, cause I think I know where you could get more evidence, because I happened to have seen some suspicious activity outside that hotel you just came out of on the night there was a murder." Moondancer explained.
"Really? That's great!" Phoenix said, "Could please explain everything in better detail?"
"Sure I will!" Moondancer replied happily. But then, she looked serious as she spoke secretively, "But somewhere secluded, because you never know when somepony might be watching and/or listening to us, even now."
"Where exactly?" Trucy asked.
"Follow me." Moondancer said.
Then Phoenix and the group followed Moondancer to the area she wanted to discuss privately. They walked through Canterlot until at last, they found just the location she was thinking about.

Canterlot Observatory
August 2, 5:30 PM

"Moondancer... you're taking us here?" Twilight gasped in surprise and amazement.
"Yep. I figured you would need somewhere to hide out for now here in Canterlot." Moondancer explained.
"Twilight, do you actually know this place?" Athena asked the Princess of Ponyville.
With a nostalgic smile on her face, Twilight turned to the rest of the group as she replied, "Guys... this is my old studying home."
"Really!?" Phoenix asked in surprise.
"Yes."
"Wow! That house is really big!" Pearl exclaimed.
"You used to live here?!" Maya asked in amazement.
"I sure did." Twilight replied with a nod.
"Come on, let's go inside." Moondancer said, and then they all went inside the tower house until they got to the big library room where Twilight did research on Nightmare Moon a long time ago.

Canterlot Observatory Library
August 2, 5:30 PM

"Whoa... even the inside of this place is amazing!" Phoenix exclaimed.
"I see it's all fixed up since the last time I was here in a while." Twilight remarked with a smile.
"Me and my friends did some cleaning up here, and I've been coming here more frequently to take care of the books." Moondancer explained, "I did it to repay you for helping me learn about friendship, Twilight."
"I really appreciate you doing this, Moondancer." Twilight said with a warm smile.
"How sweet!" Maya said happily.
"But now, let's get down to business." Athena said seriously, "What suspicious activity did you see at the hotel, Moondancer?"
"On the night of the murder, I saw a pony figure running like crazy." Moondancer explained, "I tried to get a glimpse of what it looks like, but it got away. However, it dropped this out of its bag as it ran."
Then Twilight's lookalike friend pulled out a piece of purple fabric with a pink pattern of sorts on it.
"A piece of fabric?" Phoenix asked.
"That reminds me: didn't Rarity said that you guys were participating in some fashion contest or something?" Athena asked.
"Yeah, looking at this fabric takes me back where Rarity used to take part of a fashion contest in Manehattan a long time ago." Twilight explained.
"Then...that could mean the culprit could be a participant, or maybe someone...or, somepony involved with current one you guys were supposed to be part of!" Phoenix exclaimed.
Twilight gasped at hearing this, "You might be right, Phoenix! And seeing this fabric, I think I know just who the real murderer might be!"
"You do? Who?" Maya asked.
"An Earth pony named Suri Polomare, a sneaky plagiarist of a fashion pony from Manehattan." Twilight replied as she narrowed her eyes.
"Wait! Then, you're saying the same pony who reported the murder is the killer?" Athena asked.
"Exactly."
"No wonder that silhouette I chased that night looked familiar, because the only thing I saw of her was when she wore a two-tone blue crossed scarf!" Moondancer exclaimed in realization.
"Moondancer, those incriminating details you just gave us are precisely what we need!" Phoenix announced.
"We may have just met, but you have been such a big help, Moondancer!" Trucy remarked.
"Hey, Phoenix, remember those Psyche-Locks we saw on Rarity earlier?" Athena asked her fellow defense attorney.
"Oh yeah!" Phoenix exclaimed.
"Psyche...Locks...?" Moondancer tilted her head in confusion.
"It's a long story, Moondancer." Twilight said sheepishly.
"Are they a new form of magic or something?"
"Well, kind of." Maya replied, "They're only there when somepony tends to, like, hide an important secret."
"And by using your sharp wit and evidence, you can break said locks on them and if you succeed in breaking all of them, they'll have no choice but to spill the beans."
"One mistake can literally damage you." Phoenix said, "But when you fully exposed their secret, you'll be healed."
"The number of Psyche-Locks depends on the secret that the person- or animal, in this case- would try to keep." Maya added, "The maximum number of Psyche-Locks is five."
"On the other hand- or hoof, there's the matter of the Black Psyche-Locks." Phoenix said in a grim tone.
"Black Psyche-Locks? What's bad about them?" Moondancer asked.
"They're dark, cold and full of despair." Twilight said sadly, "I'm not even sure if it would be right breaking them."
"Actually, there is a way to break the black Psyche-Locks, but carefully without having to cause permanent emotional and spiritual damage." Phoenix said.
"Okay...I think I get it now." Moondancer said, "It is quite an interesting form of magic, though. I'd love to see it in action someday."
"Thanks for the info Moondancer! You just helped us expose the killer!" Twilight said.
"Glad I could help!" Moondancer said.
"I think our work here is done." Phoenix said.
"Then we better have a talk with Rarity one more time." Athena said, "I don't think she told us everything yet."
"You're right." Phoenix said.
"What do you mean she didn't tell you everything?" Twilight asked.
"When we asked her about who reported the crime, all she gave us was a rather vague answer." Phoenix said.
"What did she say?" Twilight asked.
"All she said was: "It was HER..."." Phoenix replied.
"Wow...that IS vague." Twilight deadpanned.
"Told you so." Phoenix said.
"Typical Rarity." Moondancer sighed in annoyance.
"Anyway, thanks for everything Moondancer, but I think we've overstayed our welcome long enough." Phoenix said.
"I understand." Moondancer said, "Good luck with the trial!"
Phoenix and the others, and Twilight said their goodbyes to Moondancer as they headed back to the train station.
"Alright, we'll go pay Rarity one last visit and then it's back to the castle," Twilight said.
"Agreed," Phoenix said. "Say, Twilight, have you noticed you're pretty much the only person of any species to call me by my actual name?"
"What nicknames have you had?"
“Nick, Nix, Mr. Nick, Feenie- please don't call me that one- and...loads more I've forgotten about."
Soon, they arrived back into Ponyville. Before heading back to the castle, they went back to the Detention Center and pay Rarity one more visit.
Inside, Phoenix and Athena approached Rarity's cell, "Hello again, Rarity." Phoenix said.

Ponyville Detention Center
Visiting Room
August 2, 7:30 PM

Soon, they arrived back into Ponyville. Before heading back to the castle, they went back to the Detention Center and pay Rarity one more visit. Inside, Phoenix and Athena approached Rarity's cell.
"Hello again, Rarity." Phoenix said.
"Oh, you're back!" Rarity exclaimed, "Did you find any evidence to clear my good name?"
"Before we get to that, I was wondering why you gave us such a vague answer," Phoenix said.
"Huh?" Rarity said in confusion.
"When we asked you who called the police, all you said was 'It was HER'," Phoenix said, "But that brings up the question: who is 'HER'?"


*BANG!!*
*RATTLE* *RATTLE* *RATTLE*
*Clang!* Clang!*
———"HER"———

"So Rarity, who is exactly is this "HER" you mentioned?" Phoenix asked.
Rarity remained silent as she looked away in disgust.
"Come on, Rarity, tell us!" Athena insisted.
"I dare NOT speak her name!" Rarity said, "She took advantage of my generosity and made me look bad!"
"Took advantage of your generosity you say?" Phoenix asked, "Then I think I know who this "HER" is!"


"Suri Polomare of Manehattan!" Phoenix said.
Rarity looked at them in a look that seemed to be her willingly using her eyes to say they were correct.
"We were told that she was the one who called the police ponies regarding the murder." Phoenix said. "And by the time you arrived and found the body, they arrived at the scene just in time to "catch" you there. All because of her, wasn't it?"
Rarity grunted as the first Psyche-Lock shattered in Phoenix's vision.
"W-Well, even if you say it was Suri who framed me for the crime, how can you prove that she was indeed the one?" Rarity asked.
"Simple. We'll just have to use this!"


"These are the Hay and Stay Hotel records from the day of the murder," Phoenix said as he pulled out the paper he received from Divine Oath, "It says that both you and Suri checked into the hotel that day, so does that answer your question?”
Rarity looked impressed at Phoenix, but then she looked down in a mixture of sadness, anger, but also relief, "Yes, it does...Suri Polomare is the one who framed me for murder."
The final Psyche-Lock shatters as all of the chains around Rarity disappear in Phoenix's vision.


"I thought so," Athena said.
"So, care to share how you know each other in better detail?" Phoenix asked.
Rarity sighed, "I suppose I could tell you..."
"Let's start by how the two of you met," Phoenix said.
"SHE was an old acquaintance of mine from a Ponyville knitting competition," Rarity explained.
"Go on," Phoenix said.
"When Twilight, our friends, and I went to Manehattan, I went to a dress rehearsal with my line of dresses," Rarity explained, "I didn't recognize HER at first, though, but still, SHE took a look at my dresses and complimented me on my designs. She asked for a swatch of the fabric of my dresses, and I gave it to her. I thought she could be trusted."
Rarity then frowned as she looked down and said angrily, "Until the next day, I saw that SHE duplicated my designs with my own fabric. I confronted that thief about what SHE did, but SHE just said to me that 'It's everypony for herself in the big city'." Rarity explained, looking like she wanted to rip someone's spine out.
"That's terrible!" Athena exclaimed, slamming on the desk. "No wonder you didn't want to speak her name."
"But then, she had the nerve to get me arrested so she'd get the upper hand!" Rarity shouted angrily, "It's HER who belongs in jail, not me! NOT ME!!!"
"We know that Rarity! And we're going to prove that to everypony in court tomorrow!" Phoenix said, "We've got evidence that will prove you innocent AND reveal the true killer!"
"Yeah! So you sleep well tonight, because tomorrow, you're going to be a free mare again!" Athena said with confidence.
"Thank you so much!" Rarity said with a smile, close to tearing up. "I knew I could count on you two!"
"See you tomorrow, Rarity." Phoenix said.
"Goodbye, darlings, and good luck!" Rarity said.

Ponyville
August 2, 7:50 PM

The three lawyers left the detention center and met up with Twilight and the others who were waiting outside.
"You're back! How did it go?" Twilight asked.
"We were able to confirm from Rarity that Suri Polomare was indeed the one who called the police and possibly pinned the crime on her, if she did it." Phoenix said.
"Just as I suspected," Twilight said.
"We've got all the evidence to prove Rarity innocent, right?" Maya asked, "Then this should be a piece of cake!"
"Indeed," Phoenix said, "Now we just have to wait until tomorrow."
"It's gonna be worth it," Athena said with determination.
"Suri Polomare, you're going down!" Maya shouted.
After that, Phoenix's group and Twilight returned to the Friendship Rainbow Kingdom for the day.
While they were doing that, the same figure from earlier was spying on them. It overheard the entire conversation, and the figure smiled in hope before it headed off.
They soon arrived back in the castle.

Friendship Rainbow Kingdom
August 2, 8:00 PM

Later that night, they joined together for dinner, with Twilight making something surprisingly edible. It wasn't hay, but oatburgers, which surprisingly tasted like normal meat burgers to Maya, to Phoenix's relief-she wouldn't moan about it-and horseshoe fries. Twilight even checked with Phoenix if potato fries were common. They were, in fact, similar to the curly fries Maya loved so much, making the Princess and Maya warm to each other. During dinner, Twilight introduced Spike to Phoenix's friends and adopted daughter for the first time.
"Good to see you again, Spike," Phoenix greeted the baby dragon.
"Nice to see ya, too, Phoenix. Been a long time." Spike greeted back.
Maya suddenly stared at Spike. "Uhh...a...dragon? I hope?"
"Yeah, I do happen to-wait, you HOPE?"
"...I thought you were a youkai. Don't ask me what that is."
Trucy stared at Spike and suddenly remembered something. She wanted to save it for Apollo, but at the same time...
"Hey Spike...I've got a friend I want you to meet!" Trucy said to the purple dragon.
"A friend? Where? And who?" Spike asked looking curious.
Trucy took off her hat and said, "First, I need you to place any item you have in here. A simple coin will do."
"Uh...okay?" Spike was confused, but tossed one bit into Trucy's hat anyway.
Trucy then placed her hand over the hat's inside, shook it for a few second until she stopped. Then she took the hand off and then...
Suddenly, a dragon's head popped out of Trucy's hat and roared right at Spike's face.
"HOLY...!" Spike exclaimed in shock.
Twilight screamed in horror as she hid under the table in fear.
"Whoa!" Phoenix and the others exclaimed in shock and awe.
"Say hello to my new assistant, Mr. Dragon!" Trucy said in delight, as the dragon head, known as 'Mr. Dragon', growled.
"Uh, how are you?" Spike greeted while sweatdropping.
Mr. Dragon growled a bit at Spike. "He says 'I'm fine, and you?'" Trucy translated.
"Just... fine," Spike replied, rather scared at this point.
Twilight came out from under the table, "I-Is that d-d-dragon... r-r-real?!"
"I'm not answering that." Trucy said with a stern tone.
"A good magician never reveals his tricks, they say." Phoenix remarked.
"That's right!" Trucy said with pride.
"Awww..." Twilight said in disappointment, pouting in a similar fashion to Ema Skye.
"Oh, well, that's just how magicians do their thing," Phoenix said.
"Yeah. At least she doesn't brag like Trixie does," Twilight said. "I can respect that."
"Speaking of Trixie, I wonder what she's up to right now," Phoenix wondered.
"Funny story..." Twilight said.
"And a long one, too." Starlight added.
"We still got time." Phoenix said, while the others nod in agreement.
"First of all, she made quite a mess when she came to Ponyville," Twilight replied. She then told Phoenix and his friends about the Alicorn Amulet incident.
"Whoa! Glad you outsmarted her back then." Phoenix remarked in astonishment.
"One day, after I became Twilight's pupil, when I was assigned to find and make a new friend, I was having difficulty." Starlight explained, "But then, when I went to the spa, that's where I met Trixie."
"Although... I didn't approve at first." Twilight said sheepishly.
"Why's that? Trixie changed, didn't she?" Maya asked.
"Yeah... but..." Then Twilight explained about that whole day with her trying to get Starlight a different friend, only to fully realize about their friendship in the end and accepted it.
"...and ever since then, Trixie and I have always been the best of friends." Starlight finished her story a few minutes later.
"Wow." Phoenix said, "Wish I could have seen it. Last time I met her, she just kept trash talking me and calling me "Phoenix Wrong" or "Mr. Wrong"...still, glad to know that she has changed."
"Yeah. She's not as bad as we thought she would be anymore." Spike said, "Plus, Starlight helped her with her magic show, and because of that, Trixie's gotten better."
"Hmm... I'd sure like to see her one of these days." Trucy said in interest.
"Well, anyway, it's getting pretty late." Twilight said, "We got a big day ahead tomorrow, to prove Rarity's innocence."
"You're right." Phoenix said.
"Oh yeah, Athena!" Twilight looked at Athena.
"Yes?" Athena asked.
"I've arranged some law books for you to read before you go to sleep. All of you, in fact." Twilight explained.
"Oh, great! I could use some knowledge about this world." Athena remarked.
"Yeah, don't make the same mistake I did on my first day." Phoenix chuckled nervously.
"Yeah, there are also some books on common knowledge in Equestria you'll want to read up on, so you won't look like a total idiot." Twilight remarked.
"Okay, I understand." Athena confirmed.
"So, am I gonna have to sleep in a small bed, just like before?" Phoenix asked a bit dryly.
"Don't worry, Phoenix. I studied on how you humans make beds and had them prepared especially." Twilight explained, "I've gotten you all your own rooms each, with beds that will actually fit you."
"Cool. Thanks, Twilight." Phoenix said in relief. (Whew! What a relief. Now I won't feel sore in the morning in this world.)
Soon, Phoenix went and fell asleep, and the others decided to study. Trucy put in more time on the magic books, understandably.
("Tomorrow is our first time defending a talking pony,") Athena said in her thoughts, ("Good thing we studied everything we could about this world before going to court. I sure hope we clear Rarity's name, for Twilight's sake.")
To be continued...


			Author's Notes: 
The first episode has been greatly revamped once again and split into two different parts. Credit of the fixing and the additional stuff goes to rcmero and jmkrebs30. Thanks, you guys!
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Episode 1: She Wouldn't Dare Do The Deed


Daring Do's Abode

The scene opens at Daring Do (AKA A.K Yearling)'s house, as it was raining cats and dogs. It seemed the Pegasi had scheduled a storm over Cloudsdale itself, despite it’s height all the way up in the air.
She'd recently moved here from her forest hut with the money the books were making. She felt like seeing how everypony would react seeing her out and about. She kept her A.K Yearling name, though.
She was at her desk, trying to write her next book, dressed in her author’s glasses and shroud. Suddenly, there was a knock on her door.
"Coming." Daring called as she trotted up to her door, but saw nopony around, "Huh?" she looked around confused until she noticed a package at her doorstep.
On the package, there was a label that said: "To A.K Yearling/Daring Do, (Whichever the 'Real' name is) from a loyal fan of your work."
"A loyal fan, huh? How sweet.." Daring said with a smile as she brought the package in and closed the door before any more rain could enter, making a mental note to reply, telling the fan that 'Daring Do' was, at least, the name on her birth certificate. She never liked to take direct credit for the books, after all. It was too strange for an adventurer to also be a talented novelist. She was surprised she didn’t have two cutie marks, herself.
She placed the package on a table and began to unwrap it and then open it. When she looked at what was inside, her smile faded into a frown of both confusion and fear, and her eyes widened. "What the heck!?"
Inside the package was an ancient artifact in the form of an old, plastic rooster mask, with a bloody cleaver next to it, along with a note that says "Are you proud of me, now?" Daring was beyond disgusted by this.
"What kind of sick joke is this!?" Daring nearly screamed in horror.
Suddenly, the door burst open, alarming the author/adventurer.
"What the Celestia?!" Daring shouted.
"Daring Do, you are under arrest for the robbery of the Tsao Mask from the Canterlot Museum. and for the murder of all the six guard ponies who have been guarding it!"
"What?! No, NO NO!!! It can't be!!!"
Next thing you know, the police ponies came and grabbed Daring, placing cuffs on her hooves and wings and dragging her away, "Wait! Stop! You're making a mistake! I HAVE NOT stolen a thing, nor did I kill anypony! I swear! HEEELP!" she cried as she was taken away by the police ponies.
"I'm innocent! I swear! Please! You can’t send me to burn like this!"
The intro ends as Daring was taken away by the police ponies and everything went black.
Twilight's Castle
August 7th, 9 AM

The next day, in the castle, Phoenix and his friends join Twilight for breakfast at the dinning room. Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves. Well, mostly everyone, as Apollo was keeping himself quiet and reserved as he drank his coffee.
"Somehow, it feels good to see some old friends again." Phoenix remarked, "Even if they are candy colored talking ponies. No offense, but it’s a bit weird." (To say the least…)
"I'm glad I could see you again too, Phoenix!" Twilight said with a smile, "Though the spell didn't work the way I intended, I'm also pleased to have met other humans, besides yourself of course!" Twilight added, chipper as ever.
"Yeah. I actually like it here." Athena remarked with a smile.
"Yeah, it's not SO bad here." Maya said, "I mean, the folks around here are pretty friendly and we got some great snacks."
(No mention of burgers?) Phoenix asked in his thoughts. (That's a first.)
"Even the oatburgers taste pretty much DEAD ON to what burgers I normally eat!" Maya said, causing Phoenix to roll his eyes. So much rolling in fact, that they could have rolled down his bones and internal organs like a Pachinko machine.
"I am glad we got caught up in that spell, or else we would have never come here to begin with!" Pearl said happily. "Despite how...what's the word, Mystic Maya?"
"...Discombobulated?"
"Yeah. Disco-whatever. Silly word. Make yourself pronounceable! Anyway, that word is how we felt when we got here, but I assume that’s normal."
"Anyways...Yeah, it's a whole new experience for us all." Trucy said, "Well, Daddy got the golden ticket to experience this before but, not with all of us present, right?"
"That's right, Trucy." Phoenix said.
"And yet, we could get used to this." Athena remarked. "Despite how off-the-wall it seems."
"Yeah, a whole new experience..." Apollo said as he took a sip of his coffee. Note that he said this very...almost, sarcastically and depressed at the same time.
"So, Twilight, how does it feel to be a princess?" Phoenix asked.
"Well, it feels good, but...at the same time, it can be stressful and demanding, too." Twilight said, "Like, sometimes I wonder if I'm really cut out for this, but I also don't want to let everyone down and make a fool of myself."
"The latter will become true if you keep up that attitude." Spike reassured. "You just need to chill Twilight. Keep a cool head and everything will be fine."
"Spike's right." Phoenix agreed, "It's like how I felt when I first became a defense attorney."
"Besides, you're the Princess of Friendship now!" Spike said, "If you ever get in trouble, your friends will be there for you. Have faith in us, and in yourself."
"You're right." Twilight said with a smile, "Thanks, Spike. You too, Phoenix."
"Anytime, Twilight. You just got to 'wing it' you know." (Heh...wing it.) Phoenix proceeded to ignore Twilight's dry, death glare upon how terrible the pun was.
Just then, Twilight noticed the Magatama on Maya as she exclaimed, "That’s...a Magatama you're wearing, right?"
"Why, yes." Maya replied, "You know what they are?"
"Phoenix showed me what it was like back when he was helping Rainbow Dash out of her being accused of murder."
"Hey, that's right." Phoenix said in realization, "I showed her how it works."
"And I...kind of got a taste of it’s powers when I picked it up with my magic." Twilight said.
"Huh!?" The Feys looked at Twilight in surprise.
"You mean...It let you see Psyche-Locks, too?!" Pearl asked in shock.
"Yeah." Twilight said.
"Even... black ones?" Maya asked.
Twilight paused for a moment, before she looked down in depression, "Yeah...on Trixie."
"You must have felt something negative from that, huh?" Apollo asked in sympathy. Twilight nodded sadly in reply.
"Don't worry, Twilight." Phoenix said, "I'm sure we could find some way of revealing Trixie's true colors. Without traumatizing her, hopefully."
"I hope so." Twilight said. "That poor girl needs help…"
Suddenly, the door burst open as a familiar voice called out: "Twilight! Nix! Guys! We got a big problem!"
Everyone turns in surprise to see Rainbow Dash fly into the room, with a look of panic and concern.
(Oh, please, no, no no NO NO....) Apollo mentally shrieked in terror.
"Huh? What's happened?" Phoenix asked.
"What?! What's the problem?!" Twilight asked in concern.
"Daring Do has been arrested!" Rainbow cried.
"WHAT!?" Twilight and Spike screamed in shock. "Not her, NO!"
(Who is this “Daring Do” and what the hell is going on?) Phoenix asked in his thoughts.
"'Scuse me. Who's Daring Do?” Maya asked in confusion.
"Who's Daring Do?!?" Twilight, Spike and Rainbow asked in shock.
"WHAT DO YOU MEAN WHO'S DARING DO?!" Rainbow yelled in outrage.
(Thank goodness I didn't ask THAT question out loud!) Phoenix thought.
"Well, first of all, some of us are still new to this world, and second, just calm the hell down and explain. Calmly." Phoenix said.
"Right. You see, Daring Do is an awesome adventure pony in her very own book series!" Rainbow answered. “She writes the books based on her own adventures that she has under a fake name.”
"So, a fictional character was arrested?" Apollo asked dryly, "Is that why you're all freaked out? Geez...for a moment I thought a REAL LIFE individual was arrested."
"Of course Daring Do's real!" Rainbow shouted, "She has an author as an alter-ego who writes her adventures into storybooks! Is it that hard to get to grips with?"
"So, let me see if I get this straight..." Phoenix said, "You're saying, a real-life pony, has these awesome adventures, and then takes on the role of an author and writes down everything that happened in those same adventures into storybooks? Like, crossing fiction with an auto-biography?"
"That's exactly the point." Twilight said.
"And now, she got arrested for the crime because she's a treasure hunter, and I suppose you want US to to represent her in court?" Phoenix asked.
"Mm-hmm. Yeah. That's what's up!" Twilight said.
(I love this job…) Phoenix said in total sarcasm in his thoughts.
"Where is she?" Athena asked.
"She's in the Cloudsdale Detention Center." Rainbow replied.
"Then that's where we're going! Right, guys?" Athena asked the rest with determination., doing her 'fist smack into palm' gesture.
"Can't you go ask another attorney from THIS world, instead of us?" Apollo asked dryly.
"Sorry, but no...none of the attorneys of this world are as experienced with murder as you guys are." Twilight said. "We are friends, right?"
"Yeah, you guys are the ones we can really count on!" Rainbow shouted, "Please, you MUST take it!"
Phoenix sighed, "We’re SUPPOSED to be on vacation..."
Twilight wasn't gonna take Phoenix's answer. "No! You have to! We can't have her get banished away!"
"Look, Twilight, you have to understand that-" Phoenix was cut off by Twilight begging once more, except tears were slipping down her cheeks sadly. In the end, Phoenix lifted her onto his lap, stroking down her back reassuringly that everything was going to be fine. "Just...calm down, okay?"
Twilight sighed in relief. "Your hands are real soft………"
"Oh, all right..." Apollo groaned in exasperation. "We'll do it..."
"Alright! We knew we could count on you!" Rainbow shouted happily. "Right, Twi-erm...Twilight?"
She asked that in confusion for Twilight Sparkle had fallen asleep on Phoenix's lap. She just lay there, cutely snoring, flicking her hooves and ears occasionally, and generally looking adorable.
(Are you taking lessons from Pinkie Pie, Twilight? Where the hell did that come from?!) Phoenix asked in this thoughts.
(Ohhh, that flicking!) Athena exclaimed in her own thoughts.
"Awwww!" Maya, Pearl and Trucy exclaimed.
"Heh…" Rainbow spoke up. "She's sleeping soundly. Kinda need her awake, though."
"How should we get her up?" Athena asked.
"She's dead scared of snakes." Rainbow replied, "Very scared of them."
Trucy's face lit up evilly. "Daddy...you mind if I…"
"Alrighty. Go ahead with your 'evil plan'." Phoenix said with a playful smirk.
Trucy, eager as ever, gently tied a snake prop she had lying around in her hat to Twilight’s tail. While she was still on Phoenix’s lap. I think, dear reader, you can see where this is going.
Soon enough, Phoenix woke Twilight from her gentle slumber, mentioning how she'd never felt so relaxed, and she looked right at the snake prop. She turned away, initially, but then did a double-take, her eyes going wide in shock. "AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"
Soon enough, Twilight was running away as fast as she could, the snake still attached to her rear. Then she started flying around trying to dislodge it when she realized it had got her.
"Oh Celestia, it's following me! NO NO NO, NO NO...NO…GET IT OFF!!!! HEEEELP! IT’S GOT ME! SOMEPONY! ANYONE!
Nobody in the room could take it any longer, and soon enough, everyone had burst into laughter. Even after the snake was removed from Twilight's tail, she wasn't happy. (They'd better make up for this by saving Daring Do…) she thought to herself.
Twilight wasn't having it… "Seriously, guys, that's NOT FUNNY!"
"Aw, come on! It was only one of my stage props!"
Rainbow was in fits of laughter, nearly suffocating on her own laughs, and struggling to breathe.
"Don't ever do that to me AGAIN!" Twilight shouted.
"Well, EX-CUUUUUUUUUUSE ME, PRINCESS! It's not my fault you don't have a sense of humor!" This line came from Phoenix and Trucy, noting how they'd both always wanted to say that and have it make sense in context.
A FEW MOMENTS LATER

"So...where is this Cloudsdale?" Athena asked.
"That's easy. It's in the sky." Twilight replied.
"You mean...On a mountain, right?" Phoenix asked hopefully, already fearing heights.
"No, Nix, it's all the way up in the clouds." Rainbow corrected.
"Stop joking around, it's not funny. It’s impossible to live in the clouds, duh!" Apollo said, already fearing heights just the same.
"Not for us pegasi, it isn't!" Rainbow said proudly.
"Seriously, stop joking, you really must………you're serious, aren't you?" (Oh, this is gonna be bad!)
"And it is possible for species outside of pegasi to walk on clouds, so long as they have the Cloud Walking spell casted on them." Twilight said. "Of course, you need a unicorn who knows that spell for that to happen, and I happen to know how to use it."
"Are you sure about that?" Phoenix asked nervously.
"Don't worry Phoenix! I'm sure it will work out!" Twilight said.
"Cloud walking? This I HAVE to see! Err, try!" Athena exclaimed. (And I swear, if it doesn't work…)
"Oooh, I've always wanted to be able to walk on clouds!" Pearl said, "In our world, you could only do it in ya dreams."
"Well, then, Pearly, your dreams are about to come true!" Rainbow said with a wink. (Then again, you did describe this place as similar to a dream world, didn't ya?)
"Alright, let's do it to it!" Trucy said in badly-contained excitement.
"Yeah, work your magic, Twi!" Maya said, "My body is ready!"
(Oh, this is just great. Brilliant. It's amazing.) Apollo said sarcastically in his thoughts.
Then Twilight casted a spell on Phoenix and his friends, giving them the ability to walk on clouds.
"There. Now you're all able to be walking on sunshine...er, clouds." Twilight said proudly with a satisfied smirk. (And don't it feel good to walk on 'em, eh Twilight?)
"One little problem, though." Apollo said. "How exactly do we get to Cloudsdale?"
"Fly, of course!" Rainbow replied simply with a grin.
"Come on, Spike, we need to get that hot air balloon ready!" Twilight said.
"Yes, ma'am!" Spike saluted, loyal as ever to Twilight's side. Twilight didn't seem to mind being called 'Ma'am' at all. I mean, isn't she in her twenties? Whatever.
"Well, Cloudsdale, here we come. Hey, wait a second, you have a hot air balloon in here?" Phoenix said. Twilight nodded, mentioning it was a 'very prized possession' of hers.
(This is gonna be fun…) Everyone said in their thoughts. Phoenix and Apollo sarcastically, and the others truthfully. Though, Athena was undecided on the matter.
The Hot Air Balloon To Cloudsdale
August 7th, 10:15 AM

Upon entering the balloon, Phoenix and Apollo huddled up in separate corners of the basket as they both had a great fear of heights. Maya, Pearl, and Trucy, however were having the time of their lives.
"Wow! Look at this view!" Maya exclaimed.
"Yeah," Trucy agreed, "We're above clouds here."
"Speak for yourselves," Athena said, "I'm gettin' kinda nervous!”
"Join the club!" Phoenix piped up from his corner, "It's awesome in here!"
"What he said!" Apollo added.
"Don't worry, you two," Twilight said reassuringly, "We'll be at Cloudsdale soon." But when she turned to look at the two, she raised an eyebrow in confusion. (Are humans really this scared of heights? I know they can't fly, but this seems a little overblown!)
Pearl looked at Twilight and saw her looking at Apollo and Phoenix. She looked back at the alicorn and explained. "You see, poor Mr. Nick is kinda… afraid of heights."
"Has been since he took Trucy on that fairground rollercoaster," Maya added.
"Oh, I see," Twilight said in understanding, "I guess I can't blame you guys for that."
"You see, seeing as we can't fly…" Pearl continued trying to find the right words. Maya finished for her, though.
"It is actually a common fear," the spirit medium master said. Rainbow snickered at the sight of them from where she was.
"I had no idea that Nix and Polly are that scared of heights," she said. "What a couple of scaredy-cats!"
Maya got mad at this and slapped Rainbow's cheek. "OWW!!" Rainbow exclaimed.
"Knock it off!" Maya snapped.
"Yeah, Rainbow!" Twilight scolded, "Don't make fun of them!"
"Gah!" Rainbow said, rubbing her slapped cheek, "Sorry, Twilight!"
"Ha ha! That's the beauty of girl hands, Miss Twilight," Pearl said, giggling. "You can slap anyone you want across the face and leave them reeling."
"Aww...You humans are so lucky, you know that?" Twilight said, looking at the mediums.
"...How?" Maya asked in her thinking pose.
“Yeah, what's your point there?” Trucy added.
“Your hands for scratching, grabbing, and other things that we ponies can't do anywhere near as well as you do, and so on…” Twilight explained, trying to get her point across.
"Well, we can't fly, use magic, and one kick from that Applejack's apple bucking legs could snap our spines in two, or worse,” Pearl replied, "We can't even jump off tall heights without getting our legs broken!"
"Good point," Twilight said. (On the other...hand, you have hands.)
"But I guess these could be rather handy," Pearl added looking at her hands.
Pearl didn't realize that when she said "handy", she made a pun. Twilight however picked up on it and giggled. (At least somebody can make a good joke!) She thought to herself.
"Yeah," she said. Maya smiled and reached over to scratch Twilight's back. Twilight stiffened up a little bit, but then found herself relaxing as she let out a content sigh. She also, absentmindedly, started thumping one of her hind hooves on the basket. "That feels great...” she said, “Seriously! How do you make that feel so good?"
"I don't know exactly,” Maya replied grinning, "We just have 'The Gift' I suppose."
"Maybe it's just you," Pearl said thinking, "Often, we seem to get similar reactions from stroking any furry creature, being, or otherwise. Except now, they can talk. No offense."
"None taken," Twilight said, waving a hoof.
"But still, do they really feel like that?" Pearl asked.
"I guess," Twilight replied with a hoof to her chin, "I do recall Applejack stroking her pet dog Winona one time, but those were definitely not hands…"
"Then again, those would have been hooves," Trucy said, channeling her inner Captain Obvious. "See, our hands aren't as rough and firm, and are a lot softer. Often when we stroke a cat, dog, or furry thing, we get that sort of reaction. It's very weird when they start cutely moaning or sighing and encouraging you, though. Feels a little awkward. Either way, are we there yet?"
"Almost, Trucy," Twilight said looking back at her.
"Then what's that over there then?" Trucy asked, pointing ahead.
The whole group looked up, even Phoenix and Apollo stood up to get a look, to see a massive city made entirely out of clouds.
"Good eye, Trucy!" Rainbow said, "There it is!"
"Ah, here we are now," Twilight said, (Can't believe I missed that…)
Phoenix and Apollo looked at each other nervously and gulped simultaneously. (From bad to worse…) Phoenix said in his head.
(Goodbye, CRUEL WORLD!) Apollo thought fearfully.
Cloudsdale Entry Point
August 7th, 11:00AM

"Nix and co, welcome to Cloudsdale!" Rainbow announced with passion, showing Phoenix and the others the sky-loft, cloud-built city of Cloudsdale.
"Wow!" the girls in Phoenix's group exclaimed in awe, while Phoenix and Apollo looked astonished.
"This is Cloudsdale?" Phoenix asked in amazement.
(If this is what Heaven could look like, it really is something to look forward to...) Apollo remarked in his thoughts. Soon enough, the balloon landed on the cloud. Twilight was the first one to step out of the balloon and walk on the cloud, followed by Spike and last Rainbow Dash. The three of them looked at Phoenix and his group.
(No guard rails? At all? Yeah, that's SAFE…Gotta sue this place for lack of safety measures! This place is a COMPLETE O.S.H.A violation!) Apollo mentally spoke up.
"Come on, you guys." Twilight said.
"Just trying to build up the courage to step out..." Phoenix said. (I...I'm gonna die! I'm gonna die, and I bet Heaven is gonna look just like this! At least I get a preview, but...Gah! This isn't good! The things I do for the innocent, I swear to God!)
"Yeah, we don't wanna fall through the clouds and to a VIOLENT DEMISE!" Apollo shouted.
"I already casted the spell on you, so you'll be fine." Twilight assured them.
"Besides, if Twilight messed up the spell and you do fall through, Rainbow will surely come rescue you." Spike said. "Loyalty, and all."
(Gee, thanks, as if that little pony could carry us!) Phoenix and Apollo said sarcastically in their thoughts.
"I'll go first." Athena said. With an incredibly nervous gulp, she reached her foot towards the cloud and gently stepped onto it. Amazingly to her and the humans with her, she didn't fall through! Even when she put her full weight on the thing!
"What the!?" Phoenix and Apollo gawked in shock.
"Wow!" Maya, Pearl and Trucy exclaimed.
"Hey! I didn't fall through!" Athena exclaimed in surprise and delight, "The Cloud Walking spell really works! Kinda feels like soft grass to me.”
"Me next!" Pearl shouted as she climbed out of the balloon and landed her feet on the cloud without falling through, "Wow! It feels like cotton!"
Maya and Trucy climbed out next and they too walk safely on the cloud.
"Wow, this is freaky but...so cool all together!" Maya exclaimed.
"Come on, Daddy, Polly!" Trucy shouted, "I'm the magic expert, and I say it's fine!....Do you need me to hold your hand?" She called out, as reassuringly as possible.
Phoenix nervously tapped his foot onto the cloud before feeling that his foot didn't go through. After tapping his foot on the cloud two more times, he stepped onto it.
(Unbelievable! The spell DOES work!) Phoenix exclaimed in his thoughts.
"Way to go, Nix!" Rainbow cheered for him.
"Alright Polly, you're the last one!" Trucy said.
Apollo soon stepped onto the cloud, getting the same result as the others.
"Hmm..." He hummed. (The less I think about this, the better.)
"See? I told you it's safe!" Twilight smiled.
"Man... I never thought walking on clouds could be like this." Phoenix said. (Never thought I'd walk on clouds at all.)
"There's a first time for everything." Spike said.
"Well, anyway, let's hightail it over to the Cloudsdale Detention Center." Phoenix said. "Heh...hightail."
Athena had a thought. (How the hell is this place staying up in the air? Twilight would probably say magic. I’m guessing Flux Pinning, as in, quantum particles. Suspended in space-time at a fixed height. Or maybe air currents are keeping the place up...I must ask Twilight later!)
Phoenix's group, Twilight, Spike and Rainbow walk down the cloud road as they explore the city of Cloudsdale, home to the many pegasi ponies of Equestria. The pegasi around noticed the humans and gawk in awe and surprise.
"Dude! Isn't that Phoenix Wright?" one pegasus asked his friend.
"It IS him!" Another pegasus exclaimed.
"And there's the other two lawyers human friends with him!" A third pegasus said, noticing the other humans with Phoenix.
"Apollo Justice and Athena Cykes! From when they saved Rarity and busted Suri Polomare!" Yet another pegasus remarked.
"Wow, even up in the heavens you're famous Nick!" Maya remarked.
"And now, so are Polly and Athena!" Trucy remarked. "Just one murder defense, and we're making waves! Then again, death penalty by any other name, so it kinda makes sense."
"Mr. Edgeworth and the others would be so jealous!" Pearl exclaimed.
"I guess they would." Phoenix chuckled, but suddenly stopped when he remembered what happened the last time Edgeworth's name was mentioned, (No, NO! I'm NOT having that stupid fantasy again!)
"If I remember right, the detention center should be just around the corner here." Rainbow said as she led the way.
Soon, the group arrived at the Cloudsdale Detention Center.
"Well, here we are, go get 'em Nix and co.!" Rainbow cheered them.
"You got it, Dash." Phoenix nodded confidently. "Come on, guys."
(I sure as heck hope they’ll hear her out…) Twilight thought to herself.
"Right!" Athena shouted as she gave a thumbs up while Apollo nodded with a grunt.
"Halt! Only defense attorneys may enter the detention center!" the royal pegasus guard said.
"We are defense attorneys, here to see Miss Daring Do." Phoenix said as he and his fellow lawyers showed them their badges, "Here are our badges, by the way."
The two pegasus guards inspected their badges, before they said in unison, "Permission granted! You may enter!"
With that said, the three lawyers headed inside the Cloudsdale Detention Center.
Cloudsdale Detention Center
August 7th, 11 AM

"Alright, so where is this Daring Do female?" Athena wondered as she looked around.
"She's gotta be around here somewhere." Phoenix said.
They looked around the place until they come across the cell with a pegasus mare inside, that look an awful lot like Rainbow Dash, except for her mane and coat colors, which were light gold and grayscale rainbow respectively. Her outfit consists of a dark olivine vest and a tan pith helmet with a dark olive band. Her cutie mark was a compass rose.
"Darn! How could those jerks throw me in here like a thug!?" she grumbled in anger, "Oh, I bet it was a set up by Ahuizotl to make me look like the villain! Sounds like a scheme he would pull!”
"I think that must be her." Apollo said.
(Good gracious! She looks just like Rainbow Dash!) Phoenix exclaimed in his thoughts in surprise.
"Excuse me, are you Daring Do?" Athena asked the pegasus mare behind bars.
She looked back and asked, "Who wants to know?"
"The attorney who saved Rainbow Dash several years ago, and who just recently saved Rarity with the help of a few friends of his." Phoenix gloated. "As in, Phoenix Gosh-Darned Wright, Esquire." He snarked, additionally.
"No way! Phoenix? Apollo? Athena? No...It can't be, can it?" the pegasus mare asked in surprise. She felt as if heroes from a prophecy had arrived.
"Yep. We are them." Athena replied.
"In fact, Rainbow Dash herself sent us here, to represent you in court. Get your life saved, and all that jazz." Phoenix said, smirking. Apollo and Athena wondered if the fame was going to his head like their preferred styling products went to theirs.
"She did?" Daring Do asked in hope and delight.
"You got it. She sure did. She was practically begging." Apollo nodded.
"Sweet! I knew I could count on her!" Daring Do said, "And if you’re the same lawyer who saved her, then I'm sure you can do the same to me! After all, she has spoken highly of you. (PRINCESS CELESTIA HERSELF has spoken highly of you!)
"Before we take your case, we'd first like to know the details about the crime you're being accused of." Phoenix said.
"Anything for you and your companions." Daring Do confirmed.
"Great, let's hear your story then!" Phoenix said as he took out his pen and notebook.
"First of all, where were you at the time of the murder?" Apollo asked.
"Well, it all started last night..." Daring Do started, "It was a dark and stormy night, at about...a quarter past midnight. I was sitting on my desk, taking on the role of A. K. Yearling, writing down my latest novel. That's when I heard a knock on the door. I answered the door but there was nopony around except for this package that said "To Daring Do, from your loyal fan." Not one to say no to a gift from a fan of mine, I took the package in. But when I opened it, there was something inside...that made me feel sick to my stomach...!"
"I'm gonna regret asking this, but... what was in that package?" Phoenix asked.
"The Tsao Mask, an ancient artifact that is about 100 centuries old and that was supposedly being displayed at the Cloudsdale Museum." Daring Do said, "And next to it...was a blood-soaked meat cleaver and a message that said "Are you proud of me, Daring Do?". Oh, sweet Celestia, I nearly threw up at that!"
"That's horrible!" Apollo exclaimed. (I am NEVER gonna find these ponies IN THE LEAST bit cute ever again!)
"And then...that's when the cops showed up and arrested me, just like that!" Daring Do said angrily, "They wouldn't listen to me, no matter what I said to them."
"They said I was guilty of stealing the 'Tsao Mask' and for murdering six guard ponies from the museum, saying that they had enough evidence to pin the crime on me, but I would never do such a thing!" Daring Do said, "I beat up bad guys all the time, but I'd never kill a single one of them! Heck, not even Ahuizotl!"
"Like Superman, Batman, and such, huh?" Phoenix asked.
"No idea who they are, but whatever. You guys believe me right?" Daring asked them, "I'd never kill anypony, or steal stuff from others whatsoever!"
(Looks like none of my references are gonna be picked up on by these ponies…) Phoenix thought to himself. (What a shame. That’s where most of my remarks that Maya says are funny come from…)
"Rainbow Dash and her friends have faith in you Daring Do, otherwise, they would have never asked us to come here and help you." Phoenix said.
"And if they believe in you, then we believe in you." Athena said.
"So you'll take my case?" Daring Do asked hopefully.
"Before we get to that, there's something we need to ask." Apollo said in a serious tone.
"What is it?" Daring Do asked anxiously.
"Did you happen to visit the museum yourself on the day before the night you were arrested?" Apollo asked.
"Um, yes?" Daring Do said.
"And the Tsao Mask was still there?" Apollo asked.
"Yeah, it was being displayed inside a glass case, on the ancient artifacts exhibition." Daring Do said.
"And...did you actually happen to...plan to steal it that night?" Apollo asked.
"BUCK NO!" Daring Do yelled in anger while punching her front hooves on the window, "I've told you, I'D NEVER STEAL FROM ANYPONY, OR MURDER ANYPONY ON TOP OF THAT!!!"
Apollo stared at his bracelet, expecting it to react to Daring Do's words. But there was none.
(No reaction...that means she's telling the truth.) Apollo said in his thoughts.
"All right, then." Apollo said, "We'll take your case."
Daring Do calmed down and looked in surprise and delight, "You wil!?"
"Of course we will." Athena replied with a nod, "For Rainbow Dash and her friends."
"Sweet! I knew I could count on you!" Daring Do shouted in excitement.
"We should probably head to the crime scene then." Phoenix said, "What was the place? Cloudsdale Museum?"
"Yup. Rainbow Dash should know where it is." Daring Do said.
"We'll head there right away, then." Apollo confirmed.
"Good luck, guys!" Daring Do said.
Phoenix and his group said goodbye to Daring Do and left the Cloudsdale Detention Center.
After they left, however, Daring Do looked around, hoping no one was watching, then she released a strong wind from behind. When she was done, she sighed in relief, "I've been holding that one in all day."

...Hey, who's that on my camera?
OH...oh no…Somebody's coming!

James CyberLink's Office

James CyberLink looked to his camera, and grabbed a lead pipe, when suddenly, Pinkie Pie broke the door down, despite the magnetic locks holding it in place. Like an enraged pirate robot, she burst in and screeched out. "JAMES CYBERLINK!!!" she roared like a monster in rage.
"AAAAH! PINKIE PIE! WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU DOING HERE!?" James screamed in a near panic state.
"HOW DARE YOU ADD A FART JOKE LIKE THAT!?" Pinkie yelled in anger, "WE'VE ALREADY HAD ONE LIKE THAT IN THE LAST EPISODE AND IT WAS NOT FUNNY! NOT TO MENTION YOUR LAZINESS IN THAT HOT AIR BALLOON SCENE! YOU HAD TO RESTORE A BACKUP! AND YOU WOULDN'T EVEN GIVE THEM THE TIME OF DAY!!
"C-Calm down, Pinkie! I swear, I made it funny this time!" James assured, but Pinkie wasn't buying it.
"NO EXCUSE!!" Pinkie shouted, "THERE WILL BE NO MORE FART JOKES WHEN I GET THROUGH WITH YOU!!"
James held the lead pipe tightly and prepared for battle as Pinkie Pie pulled out her Pinkie Iron Mark 7, which she had been working on since Turnabout Storm. "Then you leave me no choice! YOU'RE GOING DOWN!!!"
"GUNG HO!!!!" Pinkie yelled out madly as the two charged towards each other, about to clash.
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. PLEASE STAND BY…
(13 MINUTES OF BLOOD-SOAKED FIGHTING LATER)

Soon enough, Pinkie had simply taken enough. She pulled out her Party Cannon, as James looked on in horror.


To Be Continued In Chapter 2-2
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