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		Description

Night Echo, an earth pony astronomer from Baltimare has had a crush on Princess Luna since her return, but his fascination with the night princess stems back to his childhood. As a young colt, he would sneak out of his room at night to gaze upon the stars and the moon.
As a full grown stallion, he finally meets the princess after the defeat of Nightmare Moon. That day would be engraved into his mind for years to come.
He spends a week in Canterlot to not only do research, but hopes to get to know his night princess a bit more.
Note: This is my first attempt at a romance story ever, so please rate and comment.
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		The First Night



Many years ago...
Night time in Baltimare was always quiet and peaceful. Night Echo, an earth pony colt with a dark gray coat and dark blue mane, tail and eyes, sneaks out of his bedroom for his nightly stargazing session. Looking at the moon, young Echo recounts the tale of Nightmare Moon. Everypony thought it was just a fairy tale meant to scare little fillies and colts, but Echo knew differently. The mare in the moon looked beautiful as always, but tonight, she was showing a look of remorse.
Echo looks behind him as the back door creaks open, his father exiting the house. He trotted over to his son and sat next to him, looking up at the stars with him. “The stars are beautiful tonight, aren't they, Echo?”
“They sure are. Celestia has blessed us once again.” He said with a quick smile. He set his gaze at the ground and dug at it with a hoof. “Do you think we'll ever meet her sister?”
Echo's father looked down to his son and rubbed a hoof on his head. “Come on, Echo. You know Princess Celestia doesn't have a sister. You also know Nightmare Moon isn't real. Now come on, let's get you back to bed before your mother throws a fit.” He said, standing back up. “Besides, you'll have the whole summer to look up at the stars after school tomorrow.”
Echo followed his father to the door and took one last look at the moon. He smiled and headed back to his room.
Echo's father tucked him into bed and smiled. “See ya in the afternoon, kiddo.” He said, giving his son a kiss on the forehead.
Once his father left his room, Echo looked out of his window, up at the moon. “Good night, Nightmare Moon.”

Four years ago...
Night Echo had grown up to be a fine stallion, his cutie mark is a telescope with three stars over it representing his love of watching the night sky. It was time for the Summer Sun Celebration. The main event was held at Ponyville this year. He and his parents attended many Summer Sun Celebrations together over the years, but this was the first time he went to a main event.
Echo stood in the crowd in Ponyville's town hall, eagerly awaiting the reveal of Princess Celestia before she raised the sun, marking the first day of summer. A beautiful and elegant white Unicorn tugged on a rope to open the curtains, but Celestia wasn't there!
A dark blue cloud of smoke appeared and built itself up, revealing a black Alicorn, laughing maniacally as she appeared. “Am I not royal enough for you?” She asked the citizens. “Don't you know who I am?”
Echo couldn't believe what he saw. The stories were true. On the balcony before them stood Nightmare Moon herself. “Did you not recall the legend? Did you not see the signs?” She continued. Echo thought back to the tale. He had seen the stars converging on the moon the night before, but didn't really think anything of it.
“I did.” Said a feminine voice. Echo searched for its source, and found Twilight Sparkle, the Unicorn he was supposed to meet with later that day. “And I know who you are.” She continued. Everypony stared at her as if she went mad. “You're the Mare in the Moon... Nightmare Moon.”
Nightmare Moon returned to her cloudy form and left town hall followed by Twilight Sparkle and five other mares. Nightmare Moon's sudden appearance put everypony in distress. Echo trotted up to a Pegasus guard and helped him up.
“I'd like to help out.” Echo requested as the guard pulled himself together.
“If you want to help, make sure everypony gets to a safe location.” The guard ordered. “We'll look for Princess Celestia and Nightmare Moon.”
“Good luck.” He said, acknowledging the guard's order and trotted away to do his part.

At the hooves of Twilight Sparkle, Rainbow Dash, Rarity, Fluttershy, Applejack and Pinkie Pie, Nightmare Moon had been defeated and Princess Luna has returned. The group and Celestia rode into town together on a chariot from deep within the Everfree Forest. Echo was once again in the back of a large crowd. He looked at the various ponies, whose reactions to this new Alicorn were mixed; some were understandably terrified, yet others were excited to see her.
With a warm smile, Princess Celestia looked toward the crowd and raised a hoof. “My little ponies, I am happy to announce the return of my sister, Princess Luna!” The crowd cheered and two young Pegasi flew up to Luna and hung leis on her.
The night princess looked up to her sister and smiled, glad to be back at her side. This brought a smile on Echo's face, as well as some tears to his eyes, seeing her happy like that made him happy. He had finally seen Celestia's sister and knew his whole life that she existed, but he had no idea that Luna and Nightmare Moon were the same pony, but now the story made sense to him. He was so close in meeting the princess who had inspired him to become an astronomer, but he would never get the chance... or so he thought.
Echo followed the crowd to Sugarcube Corner, the town's confectionery at the insistance of Pinkie Pie. The proprietors of the shop decided to give everypony a fifty percent discount on account of Luna's return. All kinds of sugary treats were served and he would not miss it for the world since it was a once in a lifetime event.
He picked himself up a slice of apple pie with the apples provided by Sweet Apple Acres. He looked for an empty table, and when he found one, he trotted over to it to enjoy the pie.
He set the pie on the table and took a seat while he kept an eye on the party. He scanned everypony in the room but found one particular pony missing. “Where is Princess Luna?” He asked himself. As soon as he said that, he caught Princess Luna out of the corner of his eyes. The two were talking about something briefly before Luna stood up and began trotting away from Celestia with a warm smile on her face.
Luna's path would take her toward Echo's table. She smiled and nodded as she approached him. Night Echo instinctively bowed before his princess. Luna halted and approached him. “Rise.” She requested.
With mixed feelings of his own, Echo complied. Luna extended a hoof and Echo accepted the hoofshake. “It's a pleasure to meet you, Your Majesty.” He says. “My name is Night Echo. I've been an admirer of yours my whole life.”
Luna blushed. “Even during our stay on the moon?” She asked. Echo nodded to her inquiry. “What do you do, Night Echo?”
Echo cleared his throat. “Please, call me Echo. I'm an astronomer, Your Majesty. I study the stars and have since I was a colt.”
Luna rested a hoof on Echo's shoulder. “Echo, you may call me 'Luna'.”
Echo smiled and nodded. “Would you like to go out and get some fresh air? Maybe get away from the party for a little bit?”
Luna nodded. “I would like that, yes. I've been sitting around for a while...”
Echo understood. “And you're getting restless.” He finished. “I know the feeling.”

The two walked through the empty streets of Ponyville. Everypony was still at Sugarcube Corner, having a party in Princess Luna's honor.
“Where are you from, Echo?” The princess questioned.
“I'm from Baltimare. I got my cutie mark at the observatory there one night while I was stargazing.” He trailed off looking to his cutie mark briefly before he returned to the topic. “I had heard that Canterlot has an amazing observatory near the castle, but I was always too busy locating new star clusters or looking for any potential threats in the form of comets or asteroids.” Luna giggled. “I was supposed to meet with Twilight Sparkle at the library yesterday, but...”
Luna nodded. “Of course.”
“We should probably head back to the party.” Echo suggested. “It is for you, after all and I'm sure a lot of ponies want to meet you.”
She nodded in agreement. “You are right, Echo. Thank you for walking with me.”

The two returned to the party, which was winding down. Princess Celestia approached the two and Echo bowed.
“It looks like you found a new friend, sister.” Celestia giggled at Luna, then turned her attention to the earth pony. “What is your name, my little pony?”
Echo straightened up. “Night Echo, Your Majesty.”
Celestia nods. “Oh yes, the astronomer from Baltimare. You are a rare breed, Night Echo.” She rested a wing on him. “I received your letters requesting entrance to the Canterlot Observatory. Rest assured, you are welcome there any time you wish.”
Echo nodded and grinned. “Thank you, Your Majesty.”
Celestia looked to her sister. “Come, Luna. We should return to Canterlot. You have a lot to catch up on.”
Echo took another quick bow. “It was a pleasure to finally meet you, Luna. I hope we can see each other again soon.”
The two left, escorted by the Royal Guard. Twilight Sparkle trotted after the princesses as they entered the carriage and briefly spoke with Celestia before heading back toward the library. Despite how it began, the day turned out to be the best in Night Echo's life.

Now...
It had been four years since Night Echo met Princess Luna... and four years since he last saw her. Since their meeting in Ponyville, Echo would schedule one week every month to go to the Canterlot Observatory and Princess Celestia would be generous enough to let him stay in the castle during his time there.
For the last four years, he'd gone to Canterlot, but he has never been able to see her. As a pony whose career meant he had to stay up during the night, he would have thought that he'd see Luna more frequently, but no. He had two reasons to be at the observatory, business and pleasure. He wanted to use the resources at the observatory to gain more insight into their universe, but he also wanted to be closer to Luna.
There was a period a couple of years ago where he didn't go to Canterlot on account of a Changeling attack. He had given the Princesses two months to recover from it before heading back.
Once the train arrives at the Canterlot station, Echo makes his way from it toward the castle. As he reached the front of the entrance, two of the Unicorn guards deliberately block Echo's pasageway inside. “Come on, guys.” He plead. “I've been coming here for the last four years, you two should know me by now.”
The two guards gave a smirk and freed the path. “We know, Echo. We just wanted to mess with you.”
“Oh ha, ha...” Echo sarcastically replied as he enters the castle. “Nice one, guys.” The guards were definitely nice, but some of them liked to pull pranks on him. Although they were always harmless, he didn't like it. But alas no harm, no foul.
As luck would have it, he almost ran into Celestia herself while making his way to his quarters. “Princess Celestia.” He says, bowing to show his respect.
“Echo!” She greeted, urging him to stand. “Here for another round of data gathering?”
“Yes, ma'am.” He answered. “I'm curious though... where's Luna?”
“Well... every time you come here, she's indisposed.” A heavy sigh escapes her mouth. “The truth is, despite her success with the first Nightmare Night in Ponyville, my sister still remains a nervous wreck when socializing.”
Echo nods. “Then, shall I request an audience with her.”
Celestia smiled and nodded in appreciation. “I'll tell her when I see her.” Before long, she continued on her path.

Echo finally arrived at his room and hastily unpacked everything without an incident. Echo acknowledge the maid's entrance which she swiftly dropped off a clothes basket. “Thank you.” The maid bowed before she went back to her work.
He finished putting away his things and heard somepony clearing their throat. Echo turned, expecting to see a guard, or a servant. He never expected the pony to be- “Luna?”
“Yes, Echo.” She trotted up to him. “I heard you wanted to see me.”
Echo was beyond happy to see the princess once again as he tried to restrain himself from giving her a hug, but failed miserably. “You have no idea how glad I am to see you... to know that you're alright.” He quickly broke the hug.
“Of course I am. Why wouldn't I be?” She asks before the answer dawned on her. “Of course! We haven't seen each other since...”
Echo nodded. “Since your party in Ponyville.”
Luna blushed. “Can you forgive me, Echo? I'm still wary about-”
Echo rests a hoof on Luna's shoulder. “You have nothing to apologize for, Luna. I'm sure you would think that many ponies don't like you, but nothing could be further from the truth.” He says, reaffirming her, setting his hoof back on the floor.
Luna cracked a smile and wiped away some tears. “Thank you, Echo.”
“What do you have planned for the night?” He casually asks.
“I had been sleeping, but 'Tia woke me and told me you wanted to see me.”
Echo lowered his head and sighed. “I'm sorry about that, Luna. I didn't expect her to tell you until later tonight.”
Luna pressed a hoof against his chin to level his head. “Don't be. I wanted to see you again, but I was too afraid to.” She spoke as fresh tears formed on her eyes. “Besides, it didn't take a lot of convincing to get my rump out of bed and come here either.” She added with a laugh.
“Come on, I'll treat you to dinner.” Echo offered.
The two were about to leave when a pair of Celestia's guards approached them. Luna turned at Echo and shrugged. “It's protocol.”
Echo nodded. “Of course. I expected this.”

Echo, Luna and the guards exit the castle and into the city proper, toward a diner that he frequented. They received a lot of stares along the way, along with some quiet murmurs regarding the pair, some jealous remarks that an earth pony is trotting side-by-side with Princess Luna; others were less tasteful, but the two ignored the comments and enter the bistro.
As soon as they entered, everypony inside stopped what they were doing and focused on the odd pair and gasped. A hostess approached the two and bows before Luna. “Your Majesty! We are honored to have you in our humble restaurant.” She welcomed her before rising. “Echo! Please, follow me.”
The guards remained outside of the diner while Echo and Luna are taken to a VIP booth. “Your server will be here shortly. Enjoy your meal.” The hostess trotted off to greet more stunned customers.
Luna looks around, taking in the décor and ambiance of the diner. “I must get out of the castle more often.” She commented. “How long have you been coming here?”
“Since my first visit. I had asked one of your sister's guards if he knew a good place to eat and suggested this place.”
Luna nodded. “I have been used to dining in the castle... I never thought about going out.”
Echo stifled a laugh. “I hear ya. I don't think I'd want to leave if I had guards following me everywhere I go.”
Luna glared at him for a little bit before a server arrived. “Good evening, Echo...” he greeted, “Your Majesty.” He levitated one menu toward the princess. “I suppose you'll be having your usual, Echo?” Echo nods.
Luna returned the menu back to the server after a brief glance. “Make that two.”
The server bowed before her as he gracefully took the menu. “Of course, Your Majesty.”
Echo cleared his throat as the server trotted away. “Forgive me, Luna. I understand the purpose of the guard is to ensure the safety of you and your sister. I was out of line.”
“No apology necessary.” She smiled, understanding his reasoning. “In truth, I do find their constant watch annoying at times, but it is their job.”
“Of course.” He decided to change topics when it was becoming awkward. “What do you think of the place so far?”
“I like the rural atmosphere, it sets it apart from most restaurants in Canterlot; the staff is friendly enough, I suppose... probably more so since I'm here.” Mumbling the last part.
Echo lets out a quiet chuckle. Their server returns with two glasses of chilled tea with lemon wedges as a garnish. “Thank you.”
Using her magic, Luna pulled the lemon off of the glass and squeezes the juice into the tea before helping Echo with his. “One of the many perks of being part Unicorn.” She says with a smile.

The two soon finish their dinner in silence, enjoying each others company, and as promised, Echo pays for it all, including a generous tip for their server. Afterward, they exited the diner, followed by the guards. She remembered her promise to him and it was now dark enough for proper stargazing.
“Once again, you produced a beautiful night sky, Luna.” Echo commented.
Luna grinned. “I can't thank you enough, Echo. I've enjoyed my evening so far.”
Echo nodded in agreement. “I'm glad to hear that, Luna.”
Luna draped a wing over Echo and pulled herself closer to him and nuzzled his neck. “I wish this night would last forever.” A light giggle escaped from her mouth.
Echo chuckled nervously in response. “But alas, all good things must come to an end.”
Luna nodded. “Indeed. Let's head to the observatory.”
Echo's eyes widen. “Thanks for the reminder.”
A pair of Luna's personal guard came to relieve Celestia's guards.
“Evening, fellas.” Echo greeted.
“Echo.” The lunar guard to the left deadpanned. “Your Majesty.” The guard on the right saluted.

Echo had visited the observatory many times in the past, but the look on Luna's face would indicate this was her first visit. The guards parked themselves at the entrance.
“I think I've heard that you and Celestia weren't naturally born as Alicorns... if you don't mind me asking, what were you before you became one?” Echo curiously looked at Luna.
Luna made her way to a sofa positioned under the retractable roof. “Not at all.” She laid down on it and made herself as comfortable as the sofa could get her. “Both 'Tia and I were actually Unicorns once.” Echo presses a button, which opened the roof. “It wasn't until after we found the Elements of Harmony and defeated Discord when we then became Equestria's first Alicorns.”
Echo's ears perk as he went over to the telescope's control system. “Really? That makes sense.” He extended the telescope out of the building and peered through it. “I guess my hunch on them might have some merit after all.”
Luna gave the earth pony an inquisitive look as he returned to the control system to make some adjustments. “What do you mean, Echo?”
Echo gingerly turned a knob and lever. “It's probably not true, but I have a theory that they're sentient artifacts.” He returned to the telescope's viewer. “They may be separate items, but I'm thinking that the Element of Magic is sort of a hub and if it deems a user worthy, it would transform its wielder into an Alicorn.” He returned his full attention to Luna.
Luna closed her eyes in thought and rubbed her chin with a hoof. “We never thought of that before, but it does make some sense. But that doesn't explain Princess Cadance though...”
“Oh, Luna! Come here!” He excitedly called Luna in a hurried tone.
Luna inquisitively approached him while looking up at the sky. “An unscheduled meteor shower?” She asks. Echo stepped aside to let Luna have a look. “That is beautiful.” She commented before looking into the telescope. When she does, she lets out a quiet gasp. “I can see why you enjoy this.” She smiled.
Echo chuckled. “I knew you'd like it.”
It didn't take much longer for Echo to collect the data he needed. Luna would be peering through the lens while Echo wrote down anything of interest.
He finished up his night's report and cleared his throat. “Canterlot should be pretty quiet right now. Would you want to take a stroll?”
“Actually...” Luna looked back up at the sky, “if you wouldn't mind, I'd like to stay here a while longer.”
Echo nodded understandingly and slowly trotted to the sofa, sitting down next to Luna. Hours might have passed as the two enjoyed each others company. Echo would occasionally catch Luna nodding off while she was halfway nuzzling against his fur. But as time went by, he found was also losing himself to sleep at the sofa suddenly felt a lot comfortable than before. Just before Echo caved into the dark, he felt like the luckiest stallion in Equestria right now.

	
		The Second Night



	The early afternoon sun stirred Night Echo from his slumber. He found himself in his castle quarters, tucked into his bed. How did he get there? The last thing he remembered, he and Luna were in the observatory. Maybe Luna's guards saw them passed out and brought them to their rooms? If so, why would the guards tuck him in like that?
Echo got out of bed and stretched his body, several audible pops emanated from his joints as he loosened his muscles. After he finished his stretches, he made his bed and trotted to the mirror in the room and examined his disheveled body. He smiled and shook his head. “I can't go out looking like this, can I?” He asked himself as he made his way into the bathroom.
Before he could close the bathroom door, somepony knocked on the outside door. He trotted over to it and opened it up, seeing a unicorn butler outside. “Is this a bad time?”
Echo shook his head. “I was just about to take a bath, but I've got a second.”
The butler nodded understandingly. “My apologies, Master Night Echo.” He started to trot away.
Echo stopped him. “No need to apologize. What did you want to talk to me about?”
“I was wondering if there's anything you need. I could have the chefs prepare brunch while you're cleaning up.” He offered.
Echo smiled and nodded. “Thanks. Oh, you can call me Echo. In fact, pass it around.”
The butler nodded. “Of course, Echo.” He trotted away to order a meal while Echo cleaned himself up.
Echo returned to his quarters and closed the door behind him. “If there's nopony else, maybe I can get that bath in...”

Echo finished his bath and dried himself off. He returned to his room and gathered his things together before he left his room, where the butler awaited him. “Follow me, please.” He requested.
Echo complied and followed the butler. “Where are we going?”
“To the royal dining hall. Your presence was requested.” After navigating the hallways, the two entered the royal dining hall. “Please take a seat, Echo. Your meal will be out momentarily.”
Echo scanned the hall. Why the royal dining hall, he thought as he took his seat. He looked around and admired the craftsmanship that went into the exquisite hall.
Somepony cleared their throat behind him. “This is not a place for commoners such as yourself.”
Echo stood up and scowled as he recognized the voice, which belonged to- “Blue Blood...” he turned to the most annoying unicorn in Equestria. “For your information, I was invited here.”
Blue Blood shook his head. “That's 'Prince Blue Blood' to you, peasant. Who among Equestrian royalty would invite the likes of you here?”
“I would.”
Blue Blood and Echo look toward the source of the voice, which came from- “Princess Twilight Sparkle?” They asked in unison.
Twilight trotted to the two bowing stallions. “Leave him alone, Blue Blood.”
The two straightened themselves up and Blue Blood nodded, acknowledging the order. “Y-yes, Your Majesty.”
After Blue Blood left the room, Echo returned to his seat and let out a heavy sigh as he laid his head on his forelegs. “Thanks for the save, Twilight.”
Twilight sat next to him and rested a hoof on his back. “You're welcome. I'm glad I got here when I did.” She took her hoof off and rested it on the floor.
Echo chuckled as he looked at her. “I don't want to go to prison for assaulting royalty.”
She smiled. “I don't think there would be too many ponies who would get upset if that happened.”
Echo smiled and shook his head in disbelief in what she just said. “So... what brings me to the royal dining hall?”
The butler returned to the hall, levitating a pair of covered platters in front of him and gingerly sets them on the table. “My apologies for the delay.”
Twilight smiles. “It's quite alright, sir. Thank you.”
The butler lifted the covers off of the platters with his magic. On the platter in front of Echo were two large pancakes, eggs, toast, hash browns, a tall glass of orange juice, a container of maple syrup and some butter were on the side; Twilight's had a vegetable sub sandwich, a basket of hay fries and a fruit smoothie.
“This looks delicious, thanks!” Echo commented, almost drooling at the sight of his breakfast.
“Enjoy your meals.” The butler took a quick bow before leaving the two.
Twilight took a sip of her smoothie as Echo fastened the fork to his hoof. “Thank you for taking Luna out last night. The last time I saw her that happy was that Nightmare Night two years ago.” She took a bite out of her sandwich.
Echo poured a generous amount of syrup on his pancakes and allowed them to soak in it. “I'm glad to hear that, but I don't think our date is the only thing you want to talk about.”
Twilight swallowed the bite and took another sip of her smoothie. “I received a letter from Luna about your theory on the Elements of Harmony.”
So, maybe it was Luna who took him into his quarters earlier this morning, he'd have to ask her later. “What do you think? Personally, I'd be glad if I was wrong, my imagination can run wild.”
Twilight giggled, she understood his worry. “Actually, I remember Cadance telling me that she came into contact with the Element of Magic herself before she ascended, so it's not unreasonable to think that they are sentient objects. I'm curious though, as an astronomer, why would you be interested in the Elements of Harmony?”
Echo took a drink of his orange juice and ate some of the hash browns. “I have an archaeologist friend who made some wild claims that the elements 'came from the heavens'. His obsession with them got the best of him.”
Twilight nodded, remembering the pony in question. “Didn't he get barred from going to any dig site related to the elements?”
Echo chuckled. “Unfortunately that was the case. I met another archaeologist who thought the same way, but he kept his mouth shut about it.”
Twilight shook her head. “Sounds like you have some smart friends, Echo. If you don't mind my asking, why do you continue to come to Canterlot? Las pegasus has a more powerful telescope and is enchanted with sensors to show what celestial bodies are comprised of.”
Echo wiped his muzzle with a napkin after he finished his toast, the pancakes were almost gone, the eggs were finished a long time ago, some hash browns and orange juice remain. “Well, Las pegasus doesn't have Princess Luna, obviously.” He admitted with a chuckle. “I would go to their observatory, but I need a sample of the earth surrounding the Tree of Harmony to compare with those celestial bodies, and I'm not licensed to do that.”
Twilight understood his predicament and nodded. “As a princess, I can acquire that license for you.” She offered.
Echo smiled. “Thank you, Twilight. I promise you'll be the second to know if I find any evidence of their extraterrestrial origin.”
Twilight looked confused. “Who'd be the-” she realized the answer to her question was obvious and smiled, “right.”

The two finished their meals and proceeded to leave the dining hall. “Thank you for taking the time to talk to me, Twilight.”
“Of course. I have an appointment with Celestia before I return to Ponyville, but I'll make sure you get that license before I leave.”
Echo appreciatively nodded. “Thank you and have a wonderful day.” The two parted ways. As he made his way through the hallway to nowhere in particular, he couldn't believe his luck thus far: An evening with Princess Luna and possible access to the Tree of Harmony! He was eager about what tonight would bring.
His wandering had led him out to a balcony that overlooked the city. He sat down next to the railing and took in the majestic city of Canterlot.
“Echo!”
Echo turns his head to the voice and was surprised to see- “Luna? I didn't expect to see you up so soon.”
With a mighty yawn, Luna trotted over to Echo's side and sat next to him. “I haven't been up long.”
He returned his focus to the city. “Are you going to be busy tonight?”
She hung her head and frowned. “Unfortunately. 'Tia suggested I start holding night courts to keep me busy.”
He looked back to her with concern. “If it'll make you happy, I'll be there.”
She smiled weakly. “I'd love that. Maybe seeing you among the audience will make the idea more tolerable, but I can't ask you to be there the whole time.”
He rested a hoof on her shoulder. “I'll be there from start to first recess. You'll know where to find me after you're done.”
She slowly nodded. “Thank you, Echo.”
He set his hoof back on the ground. “When will court begin?”
She looked up to the sky. “One hour after nightfall.” She stood back up and turned around. “If I don't see you again before, I'll see you then.”
Echo took a quick look back toward the city, then back to Luna as she went back inside. He stood up and caught up to her. “To be honest, I really don't have anything to do until tonight. Would it be okay with you if I stayed at your side?”
Luna smiled. “Of course, but I do have private matters to attend to.”
Echo understood and nodded. “Then I'll respect your privacy.”
The two reached a door. Celestia's guards stood at either side. Luna turned to Echo. “This shouldn't take long.”

Luna entered the room and slowly closed the door. Inside were her sister and her former student. She trotted up to the two smiling mares.
Celestia had the biggest grin on her face that Luna had ever seen. “So?”
Luna sighed. “I think he'd do anything for me... and frankly, that worries me.”
“How, sister?”
Luna took a deep breath. “I fear his eagerness to keep me happy will cause him to lose focus on his work. I told him that I will begin holding night court and he offered to be there until first recess.”
Celestia understood her sister's concern and nodded. “If it's until recess, I don't see the problem. I think you need to relax, sister.”
Twilight nodded in agreement. “Night Echo is a good stallion, Luna. I've known him for four years. He knows what he's doing.”
“Twilight is right. You two have just reunited. Give it another day, sister.” She giggled at a memory. “Besides, I remember you had several coltfriends throughout the years.”
A heavy blush formed on Luna's face as she let out a huff. “At least I only had one coltfriend at a time.”
Twilight looked to her mentor with a slacked jaw. “Princess?”
Celestia cleared her throat, trying to cover up her embarrassment. “Forget about it, Twilight.”
Luna waved a hoof at her sister. “I'm going to prepare myself for court.”
Twilight turned and began trotting to the other door. “I'm going to get Echo that license, then I'm leaving for Ponyville.”

A pair of unicorn guards stood at either side of the double doors and opened it up. A unicorn stood up next to the throne. “Everypony rise for Her Majesty, Princess Luna!”
There was a larger audience than Echo expected as he rose. He sat in the front row; to his left was Fancy Pants who was accompanied, as always, by Fleur De Lis.
Princess Luna entered the room, trotted to the throne and turned to the audience. “Be seated.” The audience complied before she took her seat. Her heart fluttered a bit when she saw Echo, but this wasn't the time to express herself and had to stay professional.
The guard next to her levitated a stack of papers in front of him, organizing the docket. “First order of business: Prince Blue Blood versus Joe.”
Luna raised an eyebrow and looked to the guard. The doors at the other side of the room open up. The first to enter was Blue Blood, with his snout pointing up, followed by a very nervous Joe. The two took their respective positions in front of the night princess.
Blue Blood leveled his head to look at his aunt. “Auntie Lulu, it is an honor to be the first-”
Luna rolled her eyes. “What is the problem, Blue Blood?”
A smug smile crawled onto Blue Blood's face. “This riffraff was selling his so-called 'desserts' at our party last night.”
Fancy Pants looked over to Echo and gave him a nudge. “I say, those doughnuts of his are quite spectacular. I need to stop at his shop more often.” He whispered. Echo smiled and nodded as he suppressed a laugh.
Luna looked over to Joe. “Did you have the proper paperwork?”
Joe nodded. “Yes, Your Majesty. I submitted copies of it earlier today.”
The guard next to Luna nodded in affirmation. She returned her attention to a now nervous Blue Blood. “And what is the problem?”
Blue Blood cleared his throat. “I- uh... I-”
Luna shook her head and looked back to Joe. “Forgive my nephew. Your doughnuts are always welcome in the castle.”
Blue Blood sputtered. “But they shouldn't be!” He slammed a hoof against the floor. “First the doughnuts. What next? Fritters? Eclairs? Where will it end, auntie?”
Luna growled and glared at Blue Blood, her eyes glowed in anger. “Do not force Our hand, Blue Blood! If thou hast more petty grievances, thou art to be placed in solitary confinement for a month! Are we clear?!” Her current demeanor scared not only the two ponies in front of her, but the audience as well.
Blue Blood whimpered. “Y-yes, auntie...”
Luna closed her eyes and took several slow, deep breaths to calm herself down. After a moment, she reopened her eyes. “Forgive me, everypony, my outburst was uncalled for.”
Instead of screams of terror, she heard one pony start applauding, followed soon by thunderous applause and cheers. She cleared her throat and raised a hoof, the sounds quieted. She shot glances at both parties. “Case dismissed.”
Blue Blood and Joe knelt. “Thank you, Your Majesty.”
Luna looked to the guard. “What is next?”
The guard shuffled through the docket. All but one of the cases involved Blue Blood in some way. “One more case, Your Majesty.”
Luna nodded. “Then let us take recess.”
This was Echo's cue. He and the other ponies stood up and began leaving the room. He saw Luna looking at him and he nodded.

After court, Princess Luna, along with her night guards, made their way to the observatory. The guards posted themselves at the entrance. The guard on the left side glanced to his colleague. “Think we'll have to carry them back to the castle again?”
The guard on the right side shrugged. “I don't care either way. I'm just glad somepony is making her happy.”
The first guard smirked. “Yeah. I've never seen the princess smile in her sleep like that.” He looked behind him to make sure the door was closed, then looked back to his colleague. “How long do you think it'll be before they get busy?”
The second guard shook his head. “Focus on the job...” he looked behind himself, “but I'll guess before he leaves.”
Inside the observatory, Princess Luna approached a busy Night Echo, and immediately noticed that he already opened the roof. “How was the rest of court?”
She let out a grumble. “Better than I anticipated. Blue Blood returned and demanded you to be barred from the castle. Something about you not being worthy enough to be a royal guest.”
He chuckled and looked to her. “It doesn't surprise me that he wants me gone.”
She smiled. “So you're not offended?”
He shook his head. “I am a little bit, but if I was raised the way he was, I'd probably act the same way.”
She nodded understandingly. “I see. Do you think you are better off with your current life?”
He raised an eyebrow. “I wouldn't know what my life would be like if I were born into royalty, but I don't think I'd enjoy it.”
She was confused. “How so?”
He trotted up next to Luna. “For starters, the constant brown-nosing of other ponies would bother me.”
She giggled. “I must agree with you on that. That and all of the petty favors...” she shuddered. She looked at the table next to the viewer, on it was a rectangular box. “What do we have here?”
The two trotted toward the table. “I got a dozen doughnuts from Joe a while ago.” He chuckled. “Thanks to Blue Blood's shenanigans, business began to boom for him. I picked up the sampler: four cake doughnuts of varied flavors, two of which have powdered sugar; four yeast with varied frosting; two cream-filled; two jelly-filled and four custard-filled.”
She looked at him. “May I?” He nodded. She opened the box and lifted one of the frosted confections. The mere sight of the doughnut had her salivating. She brought it closer to her muzzle and took a long whiff. “This one is definitely a jelly-filled doughnut.”
He chuckled and pulled out a cake doughnut. “I hope you enjoy them.”
She took a bite of the doughnut and began to savor the strawberry jelly as she chewed. After a minute, she swallowed the bite, closed her eyes and smiled. Her eyes opened wide as she remembered something she wanted to ask him. “Echo... I'm curious, why did your parents give you that name?”
He stifled a laugh as he swallowed part of his doughnut. “I know. It's odd for a non batpony to have the name. It was my father's idea, he's very interested in them.”
“I see...” she took another bite of her doughnut, getting some of the jelly on her face in the process. He offered her a napkin, she gratefully took it and wiped her face. “Thank you, Echo. So does your father work with batponies?”
He finished his doughnut and wiped his hooves together. “No, but he drinks with one about every week back home. My father is a retired masonry foreman.”
She nodded. “I see. What of your mother, then?”
He returns to the box and takes a yeast doughnut. “She manages a gift shop. I believe you and Celestia received some trinkets.”
She nodded and smiled as she put the last piece of the doughnut in her mouth. After a moment of chewing, she swallowed the last piece. “Indeed we have, Echo. Thank you.” She felt something gnawing at her and she looked up toward the heavens. “What just happened?”
Echo put the doughnut back in the box, cantered next to her and looked up. “Oh no...” He galloped to the telescope and adjusted the view.
Luna raised an eyebrow. “Echo? What's wrong?”
After several more adjustments, he backed away and looked back up. “I was keeping tabs on a star in the Cadenza cluster. It started fading over the last few years... now it's gone. I suspect that it's been gone for quite some time.”
She trotted next to him and looked up. “What do you mean?”
Echo rubbed his chin and let out a low hum. “Let me know if anything I say confuses you.” She nodded. He paced back and forth, trying to figure out how to put it. He eventually stops. “Okay. You're aware that light travels a lot faster than sound, right?” She nods. “The Cadenza cluster is theorized to be two-hundred and fifty light years away.”
She gulped. “That sounds pretty far away.”
He nodded. “Indeed. Space is so vast, that our standard distance units are rendered meaningless, so the experts agreed to use the speed of light as the measurement. At two-hundred and fifty light years...”
She nodded. “That's how long it would take to get to the Cadenza cluster.” She looked back up. “So that would mean the star went out two-hundred and fifty years ago.”
He nodded. “It was also the last of the four stars that converged on the moon four years ago.”
“What is the significance of this?”
He shrugged. “As far as I'm concerned, none. This is still astronomy.”
She looked at him and smiled. “Good to know.”
He chuckled as he remembered something. “Give me a minute.” He trotted over to the box of doughnuts, closed it and slid it onto his back. “We do have guests outside after all.”
She nodded before she started gazing through the telescope. He trotted to the door, opened it up and stepped outside. “Would you guys be interested in a snack?”
The night guards nodded. “Thanks, Echo. You didn't have to do that.” The guard to the right opened up the box and they each took a cream-filled pastry.
Echo turned around. “No, thank you for keeping Princess Luna safe.”

The rest of the evening had gone very well for the two. While working, Echo would talk about growing up in Baltimare; Luna about the days before she became Nightmare Moon and how silly it was in hindsight. While he didn't feel his stories were as interesting as hers, she listened to them intently. The two took a brief moment to gaze at the sky without the telescope and saw a shooting star.
I wish to be closer to her.
It was time to lower the moon. The two left the observatory. He gave her guards the rest of the doughnuts to pass on to the other guards while she worked her magic. She lifted herself into the air with her wings, her arms outstretched in a manner similar to her sister when raising the sun; her horn lit up with a brilliant blue and a moment later, the moon was wrapped in the aura and began to lower in the sky.
She gently returned to the earth, turned to him and smiled. “Come, Echo. Let us turn in for the morning.”
The first stop was Luna's quarters. On the way, the guards passed the doughnuts to one of Celestia's. The guards posted at her quarters opened the doors. Before she entered, she looked over to Echo and gave him a peck on the cheek. “Thank you, Echo.”
He arrived at his quarters, still dumbfounded that she kissed him. He laid face up on his bed, his heart beat faster than he was used to. He hadn't felt like this since his first and only marefriend. He was in love and he knew it. Today was his day off and he felt so good, nothing could bring him down... not even Blue Blood.

	