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		Description

The Broken Mare is healing, the Rogue Stallion is leashed, and a cute little button of a filly is stumbling between them.  Now what?
Here's the answer to that question.  The sequel to The Broken Mare and The Rogue Stallion concludes.
Note:  Yes, this will follow the path of Season Three, but placed a year later.  Chapters will be irregular and intermittent due to a nasty school schedule.
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Chapter 1 - Meeting the Family
Morning in Ponyville.
There is a typical way for things to work in this small village in the shadow of Canterlot Mountain.  The Sun-Goddess works with her sister to lower the moon and raise the sun.  This causes birds stir in their nests and begin chirping, which in turn wakes up the variety of ponies to start their day.  After morning rituals are taken care of, they eat breakfast, and then move about to do whatever is they do:  Shop owners place out their signs, the mayor's office starts sorting through the mundane paperwork of running a small town, and farmers are setting up their stalls in the market if they aren't already up at the crack of dawn to inspect their fields.  The happiest of this morning ritual is the foals whom are are running rampant in preparation for school.
All except one... who is running rampant... but not because of school...
"Watch it!"  A stallion's voice called out.
"She's going for the bookcases!"  Another male voice.
"Spike, can you-"  A mare started to call out.
"Sorry, still tied up here!"  The second male replied.
"Twilight, I'll cut her off on the right!"  The first male was on the move.
"Got it!"  The mare replied.
*CRASH!*
"Oh, Celestia!"  The second male moaned.
All things considered this morning is par for the course, especially when the child of two of the most powerful Unicorns are involved.
"The Cavalry's here!"  A second mare barged in.
"Rainbow!"  The first mare sounded quite happy with this developement.
"Got'cha you little, squirt!"  The second mare elated.
"Bay-bow!"  A foal's voice cried out in response.
Not a week has passed since the move.  Twilight Sparkle, bearer of the Element of Magic, Student of Princess Celestia, and new Mother, has resumed her job as town Librarian and part-time troubleshooter.  This is all in an effort to put behind her and her friends the past year of pure hell resulting from and attempt by Nightmare Moon to be reborn.  The good thing the result of which was the troublesome little filly; one Moonlight Sparkle.  The month-old filly in question smiled, her dark silvery-blue fur and lighter silver mane framed ice blue eyes that shined innocently up at the one to finally catch her.
Enter the cyan blue Pegasus mare in Royal Guard armor, holding said foal.  After failing to protect Twilight from the Nightmare over a year ago, Rainbow Dash gave up on her dream to join the Wonderbolts and entered an Officer Training program for the Royal Guard.  If she couldn't protect Twilight, she'd go out of her way to protect her friends, and she did.  "Here ya go, Twi.  One hyper-active bundle of joy."
"Thanks, Rainbow.  Janus, help untie Spike, I'll get this little bugger settled down..."
Cue her fiancee, Janus Key.  Formerly of the Germane Guard, fellow prisoner of the Nightmare, and father of Moonlight.  His horn glowed as he worked to untie the purple and green dragon from the sheets he got twisted in trying to chase his stepsister.  The unicorn's coat was a darker shade of blue than his daughter, his mane a two-tone silver and blue.  Blue eyes he shared with his daughter narrowed in concentration as he tried to figure out just how Moonlight had managed such a feat with her blanket.
The baby dragon wasn't helping matters.  Spike, hatched from an egg during Twilight's exam to enter into the prestigious Celestia's School for Gifted Unicorns, had spent pretty much all of his life as Twilight's brother-slash-adopted son.  He was used to her eccentricities... but getting used to his niece/half-sister, on the other hand, was a whole different game.
Twilight sighed as she dropped Moonlight onto her back, trotted across the main floor of the Ponyville Library, her home once again.  The place was a mess from the morning's scuffle to restrain a unicorn filly whom was discovering that her little nub of a horn could do all sorts of things... like throw daddy across a room... 
Rainbow Dash settled once again to the floor with a smirk.  "Well, at least we know she's definitely your kid."
"Oh, Ha-Ha, I do laugh."  Twilight smiled, setting the filly into a playpen tucked into a corner.  "Now, my little moon, it's not nice to throw things."
"At least throw them at somepony who deserves it."  Janus called out from his on-going attempt to untie Spike.  "... easy there, stop wriggling!"
"There's nopony around here that deserves it right now.  She needs to learn."  Twilight replied smugly, giving Moonlight a gentle tap on the nose with a forehoof.
"I bow to the mother's ... uh... wisdom... how in Celestia's name?"
Twilight glanced over her shoulder with a frown discovering her fiancee had not only failed to untangle Spike... but was now partially tangled himself...
There was a moment of silence, before Rainbow's face scrunched up as she tried to hold back the inevitable reaction.  That lasted for exactly a second before she fell onto her back, laughing.
"Rainbow, you're not helping..."  Twilight gave another sigh.  She shot a glance at Moonlight whom had joined the mirth.  "... and you neither..."  Ignoring the cackling of the two, she trotted back across the room, her horn glowing with a spell that sent the blanket uncurling from the two males, levitating off of them, and neatly folding itself up off to the side.  "There!"
"Thanks, Twi..."
"Um, yeah... thanks..."
"Now then."  Twilight's voice took on a commanding town.  "Back to the morning checklist.  Spike; get breakfast ready."
"Right!"  The little dragon saluted.
"Janus; you keep an eye on your daughter."
"Yes, Ma'am!"  He snapped off a crisp salute in turn.
"And ... where's Pinkie?"
"Right here!"  The pink blur emerged from her peripheral vision, causing the purple mare to jump with a 'GYAH!'  "Sorry, Twi!  But since Spikey-Wikey was taking so long I went ahead and did both my chores and his chores so now the nursery is all clean and sparkly and we got pancakes and waffles, but I didn't know which ones to make first so I just started making them at the same time that way we'd have both now... and I tossed in some hay fries and-"
Twilight shoved a hoof in the pink mare's mouth.  "Uh... Of course... Thank you."
Now here's another newcomer to the home of Twilight Sparkle and family.  Pinkamena Diane Pie, better known as Pinkie Pie, had been released from the Ponyville General Hospital's Mental Health Ward some time prior after suffering a nervous breakdown after Twilight's abduction.  She had since been spending her time recovering as well as acting as a live-in foalsitter for Moonlight as well as Twilight - refusing to leave the other mare's side for more than a couple hours at a time.
"Now, Rainbow..."  Twilight produced a scroll from nowhere.  "Uh... You're not scheduled to check in for another two hours."
"Hehe... ah, yeah."  Rainbow nervously rubbed the back of her neck.  
"Well, come on, spill it.  I gotta know what I need to move around in today's schedule.  
R.D. sat up, looking rather confused a moment, before deciding to just blurt it out.  "Got a message this morning.  Your parents will be here in an hour."
Twilight stared at her friend a moment.  Her eyes shifted down to her daily schedule, back to Rainbow, and back to the scroll.  "Oh bother..."  She finally rolled up the schedule and tossed it in a nearby trashcan.
Janus muttered from over by the playpen, glancing down at his daughter.  "... that's what I was thinking..."
.....
"Come now, why do you still insist on resisting me?"
"Why shouldn't I?"
"Because you gave yourself to me.  I'm here to love and care for you.  Just... give in..."
"No!"
Twilight shivered, squeezing her eyes shut as the black cloud-like tendrils caressed her flanks.  
"You couldn't resist me, why would you resist me?  Me and you... we are meant for each other..."
"You... You're lying!  This isn't real!  I defeated you!"  Tears rolled down her cheeks.
"You know that isn't true, my love... You can't destroy a part of you...
She heard a soft crying.  A young voice calling for her.
Twilight's eyes shot open.  She was laying on her bed while soft, ice-blue eyes stared into her own in concern.
"Ma-ma?"
The crying mare wrapped her forehooves around her daughter.  "Oh, my little Moon... thank you..."  She sniffled.  "Such a horrible nightmare..."  She let out a soft sigh and glanced at a clock beside her bed.  She nearly bolted upright at the time it displayed.
"Oh no!  Your granparents were supposed to arrive nearly an hour ago!"
She quickly flew into action, Moonlight giving a soft squeek as she was levitated up and onto her mother's back.  
"I wonder if they brought your aunt and uncle too... or one of the Princesses!  Princess Luna said she might be bringing them..."  She nearly flew into a panic... 
... that was, until Moonlight poked the back of her head before nuzzling into her mane.
"Huh?"  She glanced back at the disapproving look on her daughter's face.  "Oh... I am worrying a tad too much, am I?"
The filly gave a cute pout and nodded.
"... Okay..."  She nodded.  "Deep breath..."  She smiled as Moonlight joined in on it.  "Now... let's go see why your daddy let me nap far too long..."  She headed for the door.
.....
She had half expected a disaster area to greet her on the main floor of the library.  To her surprise, that wasn't the case.  Her fiancee sat flanked by Rainbow Dash and Luna, across from her parents, Cadence, and Shining Armor.  Spike sat at hand, sampling from a small bowl of gems on the table where a tea set was already in use.
"There she is!"  Her mother, Twilight Velvet, greeted them.  "Spike said you were taking a nap.  I know from expirence how motherhood can be."
"Hi, Mom."  Twilight smiled, giving her mother a nuzzle, then turning aside.  "And here's Moonlight Sparkle. Say 'hi' to your Gramma!"
"Ma-Maw!"  Moonlight smiled, reaching up to tap her grandmother's nose.
Smiles spread througout the room as Velvet picked up the filly and sat back with her husband, Night Light.
"I'm honesty surprised."
"About what?"  Princess Luna took a sip of tea with an arched eyebrow.
"Nopony's fighting.  I half expected a 'How dare you knock up my daughter/sister' or something to that effect."
"You were asleep, Moonlight was with you, and nopony wanted to risk waking either of you up."  Janus selected a cracker from the tray.
"I gave that warning when they showed up."  Rainbow shrugged.
"Ah."  She found the space beside Janus vacent and claimed it.  "What have you all been talking about so far?"
"The usual.  How I met your daughter, running from the bad guys..."
"Sucker-punching a Princess..."  Rainbow grinned.
"Running from the law..."  Luna fired back.
"I figured he already got the talk from Princess Luna."  Night Light shrugged.  "She told us that he had already been read the riot act."
"My sister."  Luna smiled smugly.  "She is quite protective of her protege`."
"Among other things..."  Twilight rolled her eyes.  This was turning out to be a more polite meet-and-greet than she anticipated.
Janus had been looking from one speaker to another; "I still feel I was honestly justified in my actions."
"You're the only one, buddy."  Rainbow crossed her forehooves.  "You won't believe the paperwork I have to fill out on you to keep the Princesses informed of your activities.  I gotta three-page report to put in every time you step outside for a breath of fresh air."
"That's an exaggeration, Rainbow."
"Nope.  I insisted he be monitored."  Luna poured herself more tea.
"He is really that dangerous?"  Cadence spoke for the first time, having been joining her mother-in-law in tickling Moonlight.  She shot a glance at Janus.
"No."  Twilight shook her head.  "I think it has to deal with the way he proposed to me, as much as him having punched a Princess."
"Oh?"  Velvet's ears perked, her eyes shifting briefly from her grandaughter's babbling.
"I believe he did it in the same sentence as when he told Princess Luna to 'get lost'..."
"Did not!"  His cheeks began to shift from blue to red.
"He did."  Luna nodded.  "Most unbecoming of a former Guard to insult a Princess."
"And disobey an order from one."  Rainbow's magenta eyes grinned at the now seriously blushing unicorn.
"You were threatening me with severe bodily harm!"  
Rainbow Dash shrugged.  "We didn't know, you didn't know, so I think we're even in that respect."
Luna smirked.  "Until you decided to run."
"Twilight grabbed me!"
"You forget I was chasing you."  The rainbow-maned pegasus smugly replied.  "You had her on your back the entire time."
"She told me to!"  He pointed at Twilight in his defense.
Twilight, meanwhile, was watching her parents who simply shook their heads and turned their attention to something more important in their eyes - Moonlight.  Inwardly, she was sighing in relief.  This could have gone so much more worse.  She was half imagining her father threatening Janus with bodily harm.
Of course, he had already gotten something akin to that from Celestia when they moved from Sweet Apple Acres back into the library.  She wasn't exactly sure what the Solar Diarch had said, but the unicorn was nearly as white as she was when he walked away.
To do so to a stallion whom had been tortured and abused both physically and mentally by a literal Nightmare for over a year, that is quite an accomplishment.
For the next hour, most of the attention of the group was on the month-old filly who simply bathed in all of it.  There was more idle chat, as well as the constant under-their-breath threats from Luna and Rainbow Dash in reguards to Janus.  
The stallion simply sighed and shook his head, accepting it.  He knew full well that should he actually try to harm Twilight or even risk breaking her heart, they'd only be able to enact their threats on what Twilight left of him.  He was quite sure a unicorn whom could pound an Alicorn into near-submission - while weakened - would be more than capable of reducing him to component atoms without breaking a sweat.
Besides... he had a daughter to love and care for...
Twilight was enjoying herself, honestly. Her schedule was shot for the day, but she was slowly learning not to rely constantly on them.  A foal required a lot of undivided and - often unscheduled - attention.  It was still a big responsibility.  The cute little bubble of joy was now even more unpredictable that she had discovered magic.  The random bursts were going to become less frequent as she grew older, and then will come the training, the schooling, and then - Celestia Forbid - colts.
Despite the occasional nightmare, much like the one she had earlier during her nap, things were indeed looking up.
And with her friends and family... perhaps she could even enjoy it.

			Author's Notes: 
And here we go.  An ireggular slice-of-life featuring Twilight, Janus, and their little bundle of joy.
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Chapter 2 - Crystal Ponies
A lot can change in three years.  When I first realized that the Mare in the Moon and Nightmare Moon were the same pony, I thought I was just doing my duty as the Princess' Faithful Student in warning her so that she could take the appropriate steps to protect ponykind.  
Boy was I wrong.
Instead I found myself a pawn in the Princess' ultimate plan to save not only ponykind, but her long-lost sister as well.  I even found the friends I had long neglected to find.  I have done my part to deal with ancient evils, and I'm all but resigned from being the 'Faithful Student':  I am now I am a mother, and am engaged to be married.
Times change, but fate is a finicky mare.  We had just set the date for the wedding when Spike belches out another letter, another warning from the Diarchs of another ancient evil making its return; and apparently I'm the only Mare that Princess Celestia trusts to stop it.  When this is over, I'm going to have strong words with her about cutting me some slack... At least until Moonlight is in her teens...
At the very least I get to spend the weekend with Shining and Cadence, and Moonlight with her Grandparents in Canterlot while I deal with this.  I expect I'll be doing a lot of running...
.....
"Contact Rear!"
"MOVE!"
"Go-Go-Go!"
A dozen ponies rush headlong through the snowy landscape toward a soft pink dome in the distance.  Each is breathing heavily - the soldiers even more so - as the black clouds form up behind them.
"Keep going!  I'll hold it off!"
"Not so fast, Shining!  Evac Plan Soarin!  Swiftwind, grab Twilight!"
"On it, L.T.!"
Rainbow Dash snatched up Shining Armor in her forehooves and fired off rapidly; "One, Two, Three, HUP!"
The Pegasi in the group snatched up the ponies next to them and literally flung themselves through the shield at the last possible moment, everypony crashing to the ground in startled squeaks.  Behind them the clouds splash harmlessly on the shield.  Twilight could swear it let out a roar of frustration before vanishing, and everypony breathed a sigh of relief when it did so.
Rainbow was the first to leap to her hooves.  "Everypony all right?  Sound off!"
As each pony responded, Janus and Twilight stood up, dusting themselves off.  A cry from Pinkie Pie drew their attention to the city that lay sprawled before them.  
"Sparkleriffic!"
They all stared in awe at the city before them.
"Its gorgeous!  Absolutely gorgeous!"  Rarity muttered under her breath.  "... there are no words..."
"So this is the Crystal Empire..."  Janus whispered at Twilight's side.  
Shining Armor broke them from their stares as he pointed toward the tall spire in the center.  "Cadence is waiting."
.....
It was a quick and rather happy meet-and-greet inside the throne room, but the undercurrent of bitterness was hidden despite the exhausted look on the Princess' face.  With her using her love magic to keep just enough within the city to keep the corrupt unicorn Sombra out, she had not been able to eat much less sleep.  Shining Armor was busy dividing his time between patrolling and keeping Cadence awake.  Things were definitely not looking up.  
But even with all of this Twilight is more than eager to accomplish her mission and get back home to Spike and Moonlight currently residing with her parents in Canterlot.  Idea after idea flowed through her mind as she paced between the throne and her friends.
Time for some Anthropological studies!
"Okay, gather round Janus, girls..."  Twilight drew her fiancee and friends into a huddle at the base of the throne.  "I don't know why Princess Celestia didn't give Shining much help, but that's probably why we're here.  I need you and your squad to go do what Guards do."  She pointed at Rainbow Dash.
"Right."
"Janus, you and the girls are going to question the Crystal Ponies.  There's got to be something around here that will keep this Sombra out, and the only way to get that information is to take a quick census."
"You mean a defense other than a pair of Alicorn Demi-Goddesses?"
"Well..."  Twilight rubbed the back of her neck as everypone else stared.  "... "
"The Princess Celestia didn't give ya' much, did she?"  Applejack grinned, tapping her brace on the floor.
"Uh... she gave me..."  A blush.  "Nope."  
"..."
"Par for the course.  What do you want us to ask them?"  A.J. gave her friend a playful push.
Twilight drew a scroll and quickly wrote a series of questions.  "Here.  While you get the observations going, I'm going to combing through their records.  There has to be a library here somewhere, and hopefully Sombra didn't trash it too badly.  Together, we can get this done!"
The answer was unanimous:  "RIGHT!"
.....
At the first house Janus stopped out, he learned that things ... might not be so easy.
"I'm sorry. I wish I could help you. But I... can't seem to remember anything before King Sombra came to power."  A beat.  "... and I don't want to remember anything about the time he ruled over us."  The poor mare shuddered.
The girls weren't having much better luck;
"I wish I could help you. Really."
Applejack scowled suspiciously.  "Ya should know somethin'..."
"I'm sorry, I don't have any information."
"Oh, um. Excuse me! Oh! Hello! Umm, I was just wondering."  Fluttershy took a deep breath.  "Oh, oh, that's okay, um, you all look really busy."  She frowned and shook her head at the ponies walking past her.
Even Pinkie Pie, with her now-trademark insanity, put on a black suit with a set of night-vision goggles on her forehead, yet still encountered similar problems:  "Time to gather some intel!"  She slid close to a pair of conversing ponies
"It just feels like something is missing."
"I know. It looks the same, but it doesn't feel the same."
Pinkie was doing good until she blurted out; "Because it isn't!"
"A spy!"
Pinkie gasped!  "A spy?"
The two ponies dashed into a nearby doorway, slamming it in the pink pony's face.
"Aww!  How did they know?"  A beat.  "Ah! Must have noticed my night vision goggles."  She clicked the goggles on and held out her forehooves in front of her.  "Ooh! Night vision-y!"
.....
In the Library, the group gathered around Twilight whom was surrounded by stacks of books that she had been sorting through for the last couple of hours.
"A'hm sorry, Twi, but these Crystal Ponies seem to have some sort of collective amnesia of their time under Sombra's control."
"Yeah, I know how that feels..."  She muttered, setting another book aside and pulling down another one.  
"Its not like your an expert on mind-control, Twi."  Janus arched an eyebrow.
"Close enough.  All I've read would indicate he had some serious mental influence on them.  And he did a pretty good job of erasing any indication of how they protected themselves before he took control."  Another book was set aside.
Applejack had plucked another book from the shelf and flipped through it rapidly. "Uh, anyone else startin' to think this is a lost cause?"
"I'm not giving up yet..."  Twilight scowled as she pulled another book close with magic.  "The Princess said I could be able to help these ponies, and with my brother and sister-in-law both on the line I'm not quitting."
"Darling, really, you seem to be taking this to heart."  Rarity tsked.
"I've got plenty of reasons to succeed, Rarity.  My brother, Cadence, Princess Celestia's faith in me... and my daughter I have to get back to..."  She trailed off as she stared at the book.
"Don't beat your self up, Twilight."  Fluttershy rubbed a gentle hoof up and down her back.  "Even if you don't succeed we'll be here to help you."
"No, that's not it."  She held up the book.  "I think I found it!"
.....
Regrouping back in the throne room, Twilight levitated the book in front of her.  "They called it 'The Crystal Faire.'  According to this book, it was established by their first queen and became their most important tradition. It was held every year to quote; 'renew the spirit of love and unity in the Empire so they could protect it from harm' unquote."
Shining Armor glanced at his wife in concern who looked down from the throne, exhausted, but with hope in her eyes.  "Sounds promising."
Beside him, Rainbow was suspicious.  "How could a simple festival keep out a undead unicorn like Sombra?"  
"Magic, like life itself, is fueled by emotions."  Twilight explained.  "I nearly killed Luna because the Nightmare's mind-control was driving me with hate and fear over loosing Moonlight.  That alone basically boosted my power a hundred fold.  Filling many depressed ponies with hope could increase that effect exponentially!"
"Its worth a try."  Janus looked over her shoulder at the book.  "There's a lot of information on it here.  We could probably throw this together by lunch."
Twilight nodded, scowling at something off about the book, but then looking up at Cadence.  "We have to try."
The exhausted ruler nodded; "Do it."
.....
With the help of the guards, the set-up of the event went quickly.  Horns, painting, games, even a couple of the Royal Guards duking it out in a mock sparring match.  Pinkie Pie even called in her reserve streamers and party balloons that she had in long-term storage to decorate the area around the Crystal Palace.
All-in-all, it was forming up to look like a massive morale-boosting event.
Twilight, however, couldn't take her mind off the fact she was missing something.  The book was right in that the Crystal Ponies were coming, curious at all the activity, and seemed to be brightened by the idea of the Crystal Faire.  But something was just ... off...
Rather like her stray thoughts when in the hospital... that turned out to be the Nightmare influencing her... 
She paused and flipped back through the book.  The Crystal Heart - the centerpiece of the Faire - was mentioned.  But what was it?  How could they make one?  Was it important?
She turned the book over and her eyes went wide as she examined the spine...
... there was a page missing... 
It had been almost surgically cut out.  From the page before, it might have the answers to those questions.
"We're almost ready for the announcement, Twi."  Janus jogged up to her after helping set up a jousting line for the Royal Guards.  "Just need you to... is something wrong?"
"Just a minute, Janus."  She trotted to the crowd on the edge of the palace grounds.  "Hi there!"
"Hi!"  A random Crystal Pony greeted.
"Feeling any better?"
She nodded.  "Seeing all of this, I feel like I'm starting to remember. Remember things from before the king."
"Me too."  Another nodded eagerly.  She suddenly gasped.  "The Crystal Heart!"
"Do you think they really have it?"  The second glanced at her friend.
"We're close to finishing everything.  What can you tell me of the Heart, and I'll go find it!"  Twilight put on a very large, and very fake smile.  The two ponies were eagerly to speak of it, but inward...
... Twilight was in a full-blown panic... 
.....
In the Throne Room, she allowed her panic out.  "I can't believe I missed that!"
"Can't we make another one?"  Fluttershy squeaked from one side.
"Of course we can't. The whole purpose of the Crystal Faire is to lift the spirits of the Crystal Ponies, so the light within them can power the Crystal Heart, so that the Empire can be protected!  According to one of the Crystal Ponies, King Sombra hid it away where nopony would never see it again!
Rainbow Dash went wide-eyed, letting out a soft strangled sound.  "... then I think we may have a problem..."
TwiIight didn't appear to notice, still pacing.  "I didn't think it was an actual relic! The book didn't mention anything about the Crystal Ponies powering the Heart! There was a page missing... How did I not notice?!"
"It's alright, Twilight."  Cadence offered hopefully from the Throne as Janus stopped her and hugged her.
"Twily..."  Shining started before a soft howl sounded from outside.
One of Rainbow's Guards, Private Swiftwind, dove in from a window in a near panic; "We got Contact!"
The shield protecting the city had vanished, and black smog rolled in growling in anger.
"Dash!  Get Everypony under the Palace!"  Shining Armor took immediate charge of what appeared to be a full-scale attack on the city by the deposed King Sombra.
As the Pegasus leaps into action, she can't help but think that this 'Sombra' looks remarkably like a certain other ancient evil she had fought just over a year prior.  
Neither can the victim of that previous attack.  "Shining!  Cadence!"
The honorary Prince held onto his wife, helping her up so she could re-power the shield.  "Here... just like at our wedding..."  He murmured into her ear, helping her to stand so she could send out another shield.  It now only protected half the main city.
"Shiny, keep Cadence comfortable.  I need to find that Crystal Heart and fast!"
"Twily-"
"Don't argue, Shiny!"  His sister glared at him, then looked to the nearest one of her friends, Applejack.  "You and the rest of our friends have to keep the Faire going. 
"Twi, ah love ya and all, but how are we supposed to do that with that thing moving in?"
"The whole purpose of the Crystal Faire is to lift the spirits of the Crystal Ponies, so they can activate the Crystal Heart.  If the Crystal Ponies find out that King Sombra is trying to take over the Empire again, their spirits are gonna be anything but lifted. It won't matter if I find the Crystal Heart. They won't be able to make it work. You have to keep them happy here at the Faire."
A.J. could only set her jaw and nod.  "Right... ah'll figure out somethin'."
"Right then.  Janus, you're with me..." She headed deeper into the palace.
Before he could follow, Shining Armor stopped the blue stallion.  "You keep her safe."
Janus glanced back, matching the Prince's expression.  "You know I will."  
The two unicorns bolted into the Palace with intent.
"I hope you have a plan, Twily."  Janus huffed, keeping up with his fiancee.
"I'm making it up as I go along."
"Seems like something you regularly do.  What happened to that mare I keep hearing about that likes things planned out in exquisite detail?"
"She got foalnapped, raped, brainwashed, and become a mother."  The purple mare responded without breaking stride.  "Something like that is guaranteed to change one's perspective on life."  She shoved open the doors into the throne room, looking around.
"Well... so where do we start then?"  Janus began walking around the outer wall, examining it for hidden doorways.
"Well... Lemmie think."  She sat in the middle of the throne room.  "Princess Celestia explained to me Light and Dark Magic."
"The things the Nightmare used on us."
"Not that specifically, but PURE dark magic."  She closed her eyes, tilting her head.  She tried to recall anything from the Princess' briefing that could help.  "This isn't Sombra's castle.  But he did rule from here.  If he's anything like the Nightmare he'd want to keep things close, to keep an eye on it.  Especially if the Crystal Heart is the focus... he'd want to ensure he was corrupting it."  She opened her eyes, glancing at the throne.  "It's in here."
Janus glanced over.  "Where?"
She pointed to a crystal behind the throne.  "Princess Celestia gave me a clue!  Something like that!"  Her horn began to glow, but not with its normal rose-tinted light.
"Twilight!"  Janus stepped back in shock.
Twilight opened her eyes and hit the crystal with the dark spell.  It began to glow in turn, casting a terrible black shadow that stretched across the throne room's floor.  As it moved, its darkness revealed a hidden stairwell right in front of the throne.
Twilight eased off the spell, and smiled.  "Jackpot."
"Twilight..."
"I'm okay."  She set her jaw.  "Just something Celestia showed me.  Let's go."  She led the way down the stairs.
"When we get married..."  Janus started, following her down the stairs to find her staring at at closed door.  "I'm going to insist on no more adventures.  We got Moonlight to worry about, after all."
"I'm with you on that one, Janus.  This must be it."  She opened the door-
.....
Twilight found herself in a grey room.  The nighttime sky could be seen outside a window in the back.  To her left, a bed rested against one wall.  The room was sparsely furnished, and she was not alone.
A black shadow formed up behind her, black feathers caressing her cutie mark causing her to shiver.  "I knew you would fail this little 'test' of Celestia's."
Twilight turned to face the Nightmare.  "What are you doing here?  Where am I?"
"Back where you belong."  The corrupted Alicorn purred oh so softly.  "You failed.  You tripped a trap spell and Sombra overran the Crystal Empire.  As a reward, he returned you to me!"  She grinned, showing her fangs.
"No.  This isn't right.  I'm not finished yet!"  Twilight yelled.  
"Yes, you are."  The alicorn stepped forward, forcing Twilight back against the bed.  "You failed, and you are mine once more!"
"No!  If I failed, Janus would take over!  He'd win!"  Twilight's heart pounded in her chest as she faced down her nightmares.  But Moonlight wasn't here to wake her up with her crying.
"Relax, my love, we just need to try again."  Black wings draped around Twilight.  "Now open your mind-"
"NO!"  Twilight pushed the black alicorn back forcefully.  "I'M NOT DONE YET!  I'M GOING TO SUCCEED!  THEN I'M GOING BACK TO MOONLIGHT!"
.....
"NO!"
"Twilight!"  Janus grabbed her, shaking her.  "Twilight!  Are you okay?!"
The mare in question jerked in his arms, looking around, panting heavily.  "Wha-what?"  Seeing her stallion, she latched onto him, holding to him tightly.  "Janus!"
"Twilight!  What happened?"  He held her, gently rocking her as tears began to stain his fur.
"I'm... I'm okay.  I think..."  She still remained his arms.  "It was like the nightmares... but real."
Janus glanced at the door, his horn glowing to push it the rest of the way closed.  "It must've been trapped."
"It was.  Dark magic... it was..."  She shook her head, burying his face in his chest.  "A doorway that leads to your worst fears, your nightmares."
"Shhh... you're okay now.  I'm here."  He held her for a minute longer before she pushed away.
Twilight glared daggers at the doorway.  "There must be a way to disable it."  She spotted a gem above its top.  "Huh."
Janus followed her gaze, spotting it as well.  "I'm seeing a pattern here."
"Dark Magic... so, let's try this!"  Twilight grinned, her horn sparking its normal color then brightening.  A bolt of white struck the gem, shifting its color.
Janus looked the door over, exchanged looks with Twilight, then opened it.
Beyond were stairs, in a rather brighter-colored room, wrapping around a pillar stretching what could only be the height of the Palace spire.
"Woah."  Janus followed Twilight inside as the two unicorns looked around.
"Well, this is promising."
"We'll never climb to the top in time, Twi."
"Come on, Janus.  This entire thing is about faith."  Twilight started up the stairs.  "We have to have faith in ourself, in our friends, in our family."  The two ponies continued to climb up the spiraling ramp.  "Without that faith... darkness can consume us.  Its what happened to Luna..."  She frowned.  "... what nearly happened to me."
"That thing still haunts you, doesn't it, Twi?"  Janus quickly trotted up to her side.
"And not you?"
He set his jaw.  "Yeah.  Yeah, it does."
"We have to keep going."  She took a deeb breath and concentrated on the climb for another full minute.  "I think its one of the reasons Celestia insisted we come here."
"Something like 'group therapy' on the battlefield?"
"Something like that, maybe..."  Twilight smiled.  "But it won't stop me from having some rather harsh words when we return to Canterlot."
"I'm with you there, Twi."  Janus smiled.  
Twilight slowed and glanced up.  She walked to the edge and tilted her head to glance up the side.
"You think this may be a third trap?  They do come in three's, you know."
"Hmm?"  Twilight was busy studying the spire.
"A doorway hidden unless you knew about magic, a boobytrapped door that leads you to your worst fears, why not a set of stairs to infinity?"
"One way to find out."  Twilight grinned.
Janus lifted a forehoof to her.  "You have that look again.  The one that has an insane plan."
"Hold onto me."
"Well..."  He blushed.
Twilight let out a huff of frustration before grabbing him and lighting her horn.  "If Pinkie's antics are any indication... this is going to be fun!"
"Huh?"  
Janus had just enough time to get a look of absolute confusion on his face before gravity reversed itself.  Twilight twisted her body in midair, landing on all four hooves, facing down a long, spiraling slide.  It took a moment before she found the right list to lean into the curves to avoid flying off the edge, with Janus tucked under one forehoof.
"My fiancee` is absolutely insane!"  Janus yelled in surprise.
"I know.  Pinkie's got her certificate framed on the mantle!"  Twilight smirked. 
I'm not done yet.  I'm not going to fail. I'm going to get this crystal heart, heal this kingdom, and perhaps myself, then go home to hug Moonlight!
No more nightmares...
.....
"WOOOHOOO!"  Twilight fired her horn was the two popped out of the entrance to the top of the stairs, landing on all fours before smirking at Janus who landed in a lump at her side.  "You okay?"
"Oh, I'm perfectly normal.  My pride, however, has been killed-in-action, please send me the condolences..."  He sat upright, shaking himself off before standing.  "Twily!"  He pointed in surprise.
The crystal heart, just as depicted in the book, hovered before them in the center of the tallest part of the palace spire.
"... I think we found it, Janus..."  Twilight stepped forward, eyes shining with a twinkle of crystal blue as she stared at a heart carved out of a brilliant blue crystal, the shade of which was remiscant of Moonlight and Janus' eyes.
"Wait!"  Janus latched onto her tail with his magic.  "Remember what I said about traps and threes?"
Twilight paused, glancing at him, then at the crystal heart.  She noticed the pattern on the floor that seemed to be pointing toward it.  "... you're right.  Like everything else, this is just too obvious."
The two unicorns circled from opposite sides of the room, looking over it.  Twilight paused after making one circuit, and glancing out the alcoves over the Crystal Empire.  
The shield was flicking again, and the black clouds were surrounding it, waiting for their moment to pounce.
"Janus, we're running out of time!"
Janus scowled out at Sombra, then at the heart.  "Then I guess we just have to go for broke."  He took a running leap.
"Janus!"
With the sound of glass shattering, the room was suddenly filled with blackness.  Spikes shoved upward, growing from the floor itself in a ring around the crystal heart.  Knocked to one side by the sudden triggering of the trap spell, Twilight shook the dizzyness and spots from her vision to sit up.  "Janus!"
"I'm okay!"  His voice came from the other side.  "I'm sorta pinned in here, but I'm all right!  Do you see the Crystal Heart?"
Twilight looked around in concern, finding it laying at her feet.  "Its here!  I got it!"
"Good... you know what to do."
She looked up at the line of black crystals.  "What about you?"
"I'll be fine, Twi.  You can get me out of here once that Sombra jerk is dealt with."
Twilight nodded sadly.  He had a point.  "Okay.  I'll be coming back for you."
"Good.  Give that sucker a punch in the nose for me, will ya?"
Twilight grinned.  "I will."  She levitated up the heart and turned toward the nearest alcove.  Getting up was a pain, but getting down?
In the distance the shield failed - it was now urgent she do so as quick as possible.
She walked around the outer ledge until she could look down and see the balcony on which Cadence was laying sprawled out, exhaustion having taken its toll.  The pink alicorn was ringed by Shining, Rainbow, and their guards, ready to defend her from the black mass that started to advance forward.
"... as Janus said, go for broke..."
Twilight took a leap off the spire.
Her horn flared brightly, guiding her descent.  From her vantage in mid-air she could see the black crystals overtaking the city.  Riding one that was growing straight for the palace she could see a black, badly corrupted unicorn, riding atop it like a beast of burden.  His eyes were set on Cadence and her friends.
No.  Not again.  This time I won't be so easily defeated.
She used her magic to nudge herself toward a nearby black crystal that was nearly touching the palace and slid along it, holding the crystal heart aloft.  
"Hay, Mister McSnooty!"  She shouted, waving the Crystal Heart before her and drawing the dark unicorn's attention.  "Come and get me!"  She leapt onto another black crystal, sliding away from him around the backside of the castle.
Honesty.
She has admitted she has a problem.
Kindness.
The Crystal Ponies needed her help.
Loyalty..
She had to protect her friends.
Generosity.
She was going to place herself between Sombra and her friends.
Laughter.
... and she was going to enjoy every minute of it.
She bounced from one black crystal to the other, finally landing on the balcony, her horn glowing a brilliant white which shot out a blinding white sphere to strike the crystal Sombra was riding on.  She grinned as, as she had hoped, it snapped cleanly.  Sombra actually looked down in surprise, before shooting her a hate-filled glare, then fell.  The collapsing spire deposited the black unicorn unceremoniously onto a street a block or so from the palace.
Twilight turned to Cadence.  "I found it!  Quick, that won't delay him for long!"
Cadence was already climbing to her hooves, smiling at the crystal heart as if it was her long-lost savior.  She plucked it in her forehooves and used her wings to glide to the ground level in the midst of the panicking Crystal Ponies.
"The Crystal Heart has returned. Use the light and love within you to ensure that King Sombra does not!"  The Princess announced triumphantly, holding the heart aloft in her slowly regrowing magic.  All around her the Crystal ponies stopped their panic, looking on in awe before bowing to their new ruler.  From the center of the palace outward, a white glow spread, washing over everypony and everything, vaporizing the black crystals.
From the black cloud surrounding the city, there was a roar of pain and surprise.
When the light faded out, Twilight opened her eyes.
Light her physical form, her heart was a reflective glow of peace.
.....
"I do so wish it was permanent. Did you see how my mane just absolutely sparkled?"  Rarity smiled, prancing in place on the snow-covered platform that was serving as an interim train station for the Crystal Empire.
"Rarity, hun... good things are better when they're..."  A.J. smiled; "...a rarity..."
The fashionista shot her friend a shy smile.  "I should slap you for that one."
"Really."  The handicapped farmer, smirked.
To one side, another, just as awkward conversation was happening.  "Everything's okay now. We've also gotta stop saving each other's rump like this. It's starting to get embarrassing."
Twilight smiled at her brother.  "Well... we do have interesting lives."
"All the more reason I have to keep an eye on this particular stallion."  The white unicorn gave the blue one a playful shove.  "And... well... thanks.  For looking out for my sister."
"Shining Armor, are you actually warming up to me?"  Janus smirked.
"Don't push your luck."
The whistle of the train could be heard, along with the chugging of it slowly grinding into the station.  As it slowed to a stop, the group of ponies prepared to board.
"Twilight.  Did it help?"
"Hmm?"  Twilight glanced at Janus.
"Princess Celestia's little mission, here?"
"Maybe."  The purple unicorn looked thoughtful.  "Just a little.  I can face my fears, now."
Janus hugged her close.  "C'mon.  Let's get back to our daughter."
.....
And so started the next chapter in my long, and overly interesting life.  In retrospect, I probably should have paid more attention to what was going on around me as I buried myself in my new life as a mother, Librarian, and soon-to-be wife.
If I had just paid closer attention to my friends, the next problem that came my way might not have happened...

			Author's Notes: 
No cute Moonlight in this chapter, but this something I promised myself I'd at least write to get it out of the way.
Teeth-meltingly cute Moonlight in the next chapter! I Pinkie Promise!
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