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		Description

After embracing the dark side, Nightwing proclaims a new empire. He uses his brand-new inventions to wage war against Equestria and the League of Elementals.
***
Second story in the Shadow Wars series
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		Chapter 1



Emperor Nightwing was leading his army of Droid Soldiers through the empty streets of Canterlot. The city had been abandoned after his attempted coup, signs of his previous attack were still evident, ranging from rubble strewn across the streets to rotting corpses. 
His mechanical eye, which he had made from a red gem, scanned his surroundings, ready to take down anypony, foolish enough to try and attack them. Nightwing thought it was rather foolish to abandon such a strategic city. Turning towards his forces, he ordered, "Check these buildings and make sure they are empty, if you find any survivors bring them to me."
Nightwing then entered the destroyed fort that used to be the headquarters of the League of Elementals. He searched for any clues that might point to the location of Celestia and the rest of the elementals. Not finding any, he then decided to use the aura to feel for any connection to either Celestia or even Defender, however he could sense none. 
Nightwing walked up to a flag pole and cut down the Equestrian colours, before raising the flag of the Imperial Empire, which was a red flag with a black circle that has miniature spikes around its circumference, within the circle was a white symbol with the same appearance as the black symbol, surrounding the symbol was a black octagonal ring. 
If he was to use the city as his new capital then he would need to repair the destruction that his forces had caused. Facing his legion of droid soldiers, he suddenly announced, "Attention Droids, We have successfully taken Canterlot and have got the enemy on the retreat. I want all APIs to be on the hunt for the retreating enemies. I want sentries on all major entrances to the city and patrols in the streets. If you find anypony, bring them directly to me, I shall be investigating the old archives." 
With that, Nightwing made his way to the royal archives in search of ways to increase his power. Entering the archive, he instantly made his way to the restricted section; there he found an entire bookcase dedicated to the dark side. Sitting down at a desk, he began to examine the ancient texts, mumbling every time he found something interesting. 
***
After he had finished examining the archives, Nightwing began to make several plans for new inventions that could help his new empire, he needed to make sure that everypony knew about his empire, so he began to design a droid that could project a live image of himself so that he could make public addresses without needing to be there in person, this communication droid could also make it easier to communicate with his forces and potential allies. His second plan was for a much larger project, they were blueprints for a type of airship that was large enough to house thousands of ponies, it was to essentially be a flying fortress. He called it the Sky Destroyer.
The Sky Destroyer would have a triangular design with three large rocket boosts at the rear of the ship, giving it large amounts of speed, the ship's bridge would tower over the rest of the ship. Unlike the old airships that were controlled by Celestia, the Sky Destroyer would have no open decks, making it next to impossible to board while in the air. It was to be heavily armoured and have hundreds of cannons that could shoot down any hostiles from the sky. There were also several large hangers that could house Advanced Pegasi Interceptors. Emperor Nightwing was hoping that the Sky Destroyers would be the backbone of the empire.
As soon as he had designed the Sky Destroyer, Nightwing, immediately ordered hundreds of droids to begin construction of the colossal airship, he wanted to have the Sky Destroyer up and running as soon as possible. 
While construction began on the Sky Destroyer, Nightwing was in his newly created workshop, creating the new comms droids. The comms droids would be in the shape of a ball and would use tiny rocket boosters to keep themselves in the air, while it would use a projector to show the live feed of the pony that was using it. He wanted to create enough so that they could be sent out to all of Equestria, where he would give Celestia's precious little ponies a message of his own. 
One good thing about using droids was that they didn't need sustenance, which meant that they didn't take up as much resources, however despite this, Nightwing knew that his empire would crumble if it had no creatures that were alive to live in it. He needed more land, however, he didn't want to start any conquests until his Sky Destroyer had been built; this wasn't because of fear that he would be beaten, no, it was because he wanted to send a message that his empire was unstoppable. 
Looking out from his window towards the Skyport that was being used to build the Sky Destroyer, Nightwing knew that it would be months before it was fully operational. Suddenly an idea had come to him, as far as he was aware, Celestia nor any of the elementals hadn't been seen, not even by their own subjects, the same subjects that they were supposed to be protecting.
He then attempted to reach out with the aura to see if he could sense the elementals or Celestia, however, he still could not detect the missing princess and warriors. He knew that there being no indication of the elementals in the aura was a potential indicator that they were dead. Nightwing was no fool and instead, he felt it more probable that they were blocking him from sensing them; he had no idea of how they could be doing this, however, this also meant that as far as the citizens of Equestria were aware, their protectors and princesses had vanished, which made them more vulnerable.
With a plan in his mind, Nightwing then sent all of the comms droids to various towns and cities across Equestria, once they were in position, Emperor Nightwing began his message to the ponies of Equestria...
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Celestia was sitting on the roof of a large skyscraper and was overlooking the City of Manehatten. 
She should’ve known this would’ve happened. 
“Sister, you seem troubled,” said Princess Luna, joining her older sister and fellow princess onto the roof.
"I could've stopped this," Celestia said, angry at herself for her former protege's downfall.
Luna sighed, placing a hoof on her sister's shoulder, "No pony could've predicted this, not even you."
"No, you don't understand, there were signs, they were staring at me in the face and I foolishly ignored them," Celestia muttered angrily, shaking her sister's hoof off her.
"Celestia, you should get some rest." Luna urged.
"No, I need to correct my mistakes. I need to take Void Streak down." Celestia said finally before leaving the room, Luna felt helpless at the situation. Her student was not doing much better, he had been Void's best friend. 
Luna decided to go and check on Defender, who had been training with his magiscaber. Walking towards the training grounds, she watched as her student cut down every single mannequin that was still standing with his blue magiscaber. "Defender!" Luna called out, halting the young pegasus's training
"Yes, Princess," Defender acknowledged, walking past his mentor as he put the training equipment back to their original location. 
"That is enough training, you need to rest," Luna ordered, she couldn't stand watching, her protege train himself to the point of exhaustion.
"I can't, I have to be ready to face Vo- Him." Defender said, Luna noted the way Defender stopped himself from saying Void Streak's name.
Luna sighed, "Defender, you can't face him, alone." 
"I  HAVE TO! He was my best friend and he betrayed me." Defender shouted angrily as he remembered his fight against his former friend.
"Revenge is not the elemental way. Revenge will only make you as bad as Nightwing." Luna told her student.
Before Defender could retort, a royal guard ran into the room, "Your majesty, Princess Celestia needs you in the command centre," the guard explained.
Luna nodded as she motioned for Defender to follow her.
***
The command centre was located at the top of Manehatten's tallest tower, The Celestia State Building. "Why couldn't the command centre have been located on the ground," Defender grumbled to himself as Luna chuckled at his remark, her face soured as she what appeared to be a hologram of Void Streak, now known as Nightwing, Equestria's sworn enemy.
The hologram then began to speak, Nightwing's voice rumbled all around them as everypony could only glare at the evil pegasus.
"Attention Citizens of Equestria, I am Emperor Nightwing. I am here to tell you that your precious princesses have abandoned you in the face of danger and invasion. Last night, my forces marched through the remains of the grand capital city of Canterlot. While her defenceless subjects were being slaughtered right before her eyes, Princess Celestia fled in fear. She is now hiding like a coward and has left your cities open to attack. Right now the City of Cloudsdale is being destroyed after they refused to join me peacefully.
Now you can be like Canterlot and Cloudsdale and have your city, wiped off the map or you can join my new Imperial Empire and have guaranteed security and safety. Join me or die, those are your only options, you have twenty-four hours."
"Everypony in Equestria heard that message and we are already receiving reports that Cloudsdale is under attack by those flying ships. We have also lost contact with the cities of Las Pegasus and Vanhoover." A royal Guard captain said as everypony cursed themselves.
Blaze then spoke up, "We cannot abandon Cloudsdale lest more cities will join the Imperial Empire."
"We may be too late, by the time we are able to muster an army to defend the city, Cloudsdale will already be destroyed," Cerberus said.
"That may be the case but as protectors of Equestria, it is our duty to defend all cities even when all hope seems lost," Star Swirl explained.
Luna then declared, "I can quickly mobilize a detachment of Night Guards to help hold the Imperials off while we wait for reinforcements."
"Do that, we must do everything that we can," Celestia ordered, stressed out by the situation that she was facing.
***
Emperor Nightwing smiled as he stared up at the smouldering ruins of Cloudsdale. Unbeknownst to Celestia and the Elementals, he had lain a trap, while the Equestrians thought that he was destroying the city, in actual fact, he was rigging the city with hidden explosives that would detonate when the enemy came close. 
He had no intention of destroying the city, Cloudsdale was far too important to lay waste to, besides, how could he rule an empire if his empire had no functioning cities. 
He had ordered his APIs to use strafing runs against the city so that it would give the impression that the city was being destroyed, while several hundreds of Soldier Droids flooded the city with the intention of occupying the city. The civilians had not been evacuated as Nightwing was going to be using them as pony shields and hostages.
Below the floating city several cannons, that could fire magic bolts, were lined up and hidden by sheets of camouflage, ready to bombard the city as soon as the Equestrians arrived. Cloudsdale was more of a death trap than a city. 
Suddenly a Droid Soldier walked up to him, bowing before saying in a robotic voice, "My Emperor, our droid scouts have reported that multiple Equestrian Chariots are flying at speed towards Cloudsdale. Should we move to intercept?"
"No, let them enter the city. I do not want to scare them off before they can enter my trap." Nightwing ordered.
Nightwing was grinning as he watched the Equestrian army rush into Cloudsdale, his evil grin grew wider as his keen sight recognised Princess Luna and the traitor, leading the Equestrian forces, which he noticed were Night Guards. 
His mood soured upon realising that they were Night Guards. Night Guards were trained by Luna, herself and were effectively more experienced and tougher than the average Royal Guard. This did not concern Nightwing as he knew that even if they managed to escape the city alive, they would be no match for his APIs, who would destroy them as soon as they made any form of getaway.
Still smiling, he ordered, "Let the battle begin, FIRE!"
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Upon entering Cloudsdale, both Princess Luna and Defender were surprised to see that the city looked like a ghost town, with the once bustling streets, now completely devoid of any life. Suddenly they both sensed something coming in their direction from the sky.
Looking upwards, Luna shouted, "Take cover!"
As a red magic bolt struck the city, causing a massive explosion. The bolt had narrowly missed them, however Defender could see several more heading their way. The Equestrians dived into the nearby buildings, however, this only made things worse as upon entering the buildings, they exploded.
Defender, who was about to enter a jewellery store realised what was happening and quickly yelled out, "Stay away from the buildings, they've been rigged with explosives!"
Defender quickly took to the skies, in hopes of getting a better view of their situation, however as soon as he was clear of all the buildings, he came under fire from APIs and was forced back to the ground. That was when an army of Droid Soldiers came cascading around the corner. 
"We're surrounded!" Defender shouted, pulling out his blue magiscaber and began deflecting magic bolts that were being fired from the droid's blasters. 
Luna looked around them before closing her eyes and reaching out into the aura, looking for a way out of the doomed city. She then snapped her eyes open as an idea pinged in her mind. Using her horn, Luna powered up a forcefield that expanded, destroying the droid's leaving the street open for their escape. 
"Quickly, we must retreat. The city has been lost," Luna said, both hurriedly and reluctantly.
The Equestrian Soldiers quickly leapt back into the chariots and taking off into the skies. "What will we do about those enemy ships?" Defender asked as he spotted several APIs flying straight towards them.
Looking towards the APIs, Luna explained, "You deflect those magic bolts, while I fly and use my magic to blast them out of the sky."
"What about their shields?"
"Those ships are small so their shield reactors will probably be weaker, besides their shields will be no match for my alicorn magic," Luna said with no concern.
Defender nodded as he flew to the rear of the flying convoy, while his mentor made a B line for the enemy. Princess Luna used her horn to take out the shields before blasting them out of the sky with her powerful, alicorn magic. Meanwhile, Defender had been using his blue magiscaber to ricochet magic bolts back towards their owners. 
Luna grunted in frustration as every time she took down a single API another one seemed to pop up to replace its fallen brethren. Flying back towards the convoy, Luna told her protege, "I'm going to distract them, you head back towards the fleet and contact Celestia for more reinforcements." 
She then flew back towards the APIs, where she shot down several more down. When the APIs had turned their full attention towards the alicorn, Luna quickly fled in the opposite direction of the convoy...
***
Defender watched with concern as Princess Luna flew off, with the APIs in hot pursuit. He then glanced over to the starboard side of the ship, where he could see the once glamorous city of Canterlot, now a heap of darkness and death. He had to resist all temptation to change the course of the convoy and head towards the fallen. 
Defender sighed before turning towards the doomed city of Cloudsdale, the once white and fluffy clouds were now thunderous, and grey. That was when he felt it... 
Looking towards a large hill, he could see several large cannons that were firing the magic bolts into the city. Then he spotted him
Glaring at the figure, he turned towards the ship's captain and ordered, "Keep heading towards the fleet, I'm going to put an end to this, once and for all." 
Before the Captain could reply, Defender leapt into the sky and began to dive towards the cannons.
Meanwhile, Princess Luna, who was destroying several APIs, suddenly sensed that her student was in trouble. She looked towards the convoy, her eyes widening as she realised that Defender was going to try and attack Nightwing...
***
Nightwing was staring disapprovingly at his APIs, which had clearly fallen for the oldest trick in the book. Suddenly a red and blue blur rushed past him, slicing the barrels of his cannons in half, putting them out of commission.
Nightwing smiled as he realised, who had dared to try and challenge him, "Well well well, If it isn't the traitor," he chuckled as he heard the distinct whooshing sound of a magiscaber being activated. 
Defender ignored him as he raised his blue magiscaber. Nightwing slowly turned towards his former friend, "Tut Tut tut, you come here seeking revenge. Luna will be disappointed, the elementals do not approve of revenge."
"They may not approve of revenge, but they do approve of justice and this is justice for the elementals and innocent ponies that you slaughtered at both Canterlot and Cloudsdale!" Defender shouted, pointing his magiscaber directly at the heart of Nightwing. 
Nightwing merely chuckled as he powered up his own red magiscaber, "I'm afraid that will not be possible as the only way that you will be able to see your precious elementals, will be in a casket." 
Defender screamed as he lunged at the deranged emperor, Nightwing quickly blocked his strikes with his magiscaber before swinging his own magiscaber around and launched his own strikes. Defender blocked these jabs and leapt over the blue pegasus, attempting to stab him in his back, however, Nightwing spun around and dodged the failed strike. 
Nightwing then tried to swing his magiscaber down onto Defender's head, but, before it could come into contact with Defender's scalp, he used the aura to push him back before using the aura to pick up large clumps of dirt and threw it at the emperor. He dodged these attacks by slicing them with his saber. 
Several Droid Soldiers attempted to intervene, but Defender merely swung his saber around, cutting their robotic heads off.
Nightwing, who was now losing his temper, used the aura to pick Defender up in a choke hold, before pulling him closer, where he used aura lightning to knock him backwards and sending spasms of pain through his body. 


Nightwing approached the fallen pegasus with his magiscaber raised, "You underestimated me, now it is time for you to pay." 
Bringing his magiscaber down, he was both surprised and angered as a purple magiscaber cut its path off and blocking it from striking the unconscious Defender. Nightwing was then pushed back by the aura, quickly jumping to his hooves, he faced his attacker.
"Luna, what a pleasant surprise. I never expected you to use a purple magiscaber, I'm surprised that the elementals approve of this. What was wrong with the blue one that I built for you?"
"Your blue one was tainted, besides this one is much more superior than yours." Luna snarled. 
"Let's test that then," Nightwing said cockily, a glimmer of his former self.
"Trust me I would happily fight you but unfortunately, we have places to be," Luna said before grabbing Defender and then teleporting away. 
Nightwing stared in annoyance at the spot, where Luna and Defender had been stood moments earlier. He then used his new invention called a comms link, which allowed him to contact his forces. He spoke to his API squadron leader and ordered, "The enemy must have a fleet nearby, I need you to search for it and tell me at once. Do not engage without proper reinforcements."
Nightwing then watched as his  APIs began to fly around in a searching pattern for the Equestrian fleet.
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As soon as they arrived at the main fleet, Princess Luna quickly rushed her student to the medical bay. Several doctors and nurses began to examine him using their magic to scan him for any injuries. Once, they were satisfied, a doctor turned to the moon Princess and told her, "He should be fine, we found several indications that he had been choked, including bruising around his throat. I recommend plenty of rest and no activities that could make him lose his breath." 
Luna nodded, glad that her student was going to recover from his injuries. She then made her way towards the bridge, where she told the captain, "Get us out of here, we need to inform my sister about our defeat."
The captain nodded and saluted but as he was about to turn the ship towards the direction of Manehatten a unicorn, who was the ship's navigational officer, gasped, "Our warning systems are picking up several UFOs heading towards our position."
Luna cursed, as she realised that the Imperials must've found them. Realising that if they were to make contact with the enemy APIs, they would be completely destroyed, she began to quickly form a plan. Walking out onto the deck, she ordered, "Everypony get your battle stations!"
Now standing in the middle of the ship's deck, her horn began to glow, blue as all around the fleet the ships began to glow blue with alicorn magic before completely vanishing from view, along with the sailors on board. They were now invisible.
"Hold your fire, Do not engage," Luna said, the invisibility spell draining her energy. Luna strained, the spell growing difficult to hold up as the sounds of the Advanced Pegasus Interceptors filled the air. 
Three APIs roared overhead and Luna managed to get a good look at the flying menaces. From what she could see, Luna knew that the ships were being powered by four rocket boosters that had been attached to the back of the ships, while on the front, four cannons could unleash destructive magic bolts. 
Everypony breathed a sigh of relief as Luna released the invisibility spell before collapsing from magical exhaustion.
"PRINCESS! GET ME A MEDIC, NOW!" the captain screamed at his crew, kneeling down at the alicorn's side. 
"Captain, there is no need to worry, I am fine the spell merely took its toll, I should be fine after some rest. But Captain, it will only be a matter of time before the Empire realises, the stunt that we pulled. We need to get back to Manehatten."
"Of course, Princess." The captain said as several medics helped Luna back towards her quarters.  
***
Emperor Nightwing was beginning to grow impatient as all of his scout teams came back to report the same thing: They could find no trace of the Equestrian fleet. The Emperor had planned for the droid army, to only be temporary, until he could begin to use basic conscripts as his main force. 
Nightwing wanted to be rid of the Droid Soldiers as soon as possible, however, if he was to have a conscript army then he would need ponies and to get ponies, he would need cities. 
Nightwing examined a map as he searched for potential targets. Nightwing needed to know where Celestia's secret base was, however he had no way of gaining that information. 
Growling in frustration, Nightwing left to war room so that he could admire another new invention that he had been working on. While he may not have the ponypower to use a conscript army, he had been preparing for one.
When he entered his workshop, he walked over to a glass cabinet and smiled at the suit of armour that was on display. His new suit of armour was nothing like the gold armour of the Equestrian Royal Guard. The Imperial armour was made up of a black, temperature-controlled skintight suit. This suit provides comfort and flexibility while offering some degree of protection. On top of the suit were several plates of plastic composite, which had proven effective against unicorn magic. The plates covered the main body along with the legs and hooves, there was also a helmet that comprised of the same material as the plates. The helmet completely covered the head and had two black lenses that could tell the soldier, data about the battle along with their vital signs, it also had night vision. The helmet also filtered out smoke and dust. The suit was also painted black, making them almost invisible to the enemy at night and intimidating during the day. While Celestia would have the Royal Guard, he would have the Shadowtroopers.
***
Celestia, Luna and Defender were sat in the war room, where they were discussing their next moves. "We need our own form of air support, one that can stand up to the Empire's APIs."
"How do you expect us to get that," Cerberus exclaimed. 
Luna smiled, "Simple, We take the fight to the Imperial Empire and steal Nightwing's plans. Once we have stolen them, then we can create our own variations."
"Luna as much as I would love to attack the Imperial Empire, there is just one slight problem, nopony knows where he keeps his plans," Cerberus said.
"I believe his plans will be in Canterlot most likely his old workshop," Luna stated.
"I'm sorry Luna but the Empire is too strong, If we even want a chance of defeating his forces then we will need to find some blasters of our own," Celestia explained in frustration. 
Defender then spoke up and said, "I may have an answer to this. Several scouts reported that within the Everfree Forest, they noticed a strange structure, that closely resembled a factory within the forest. The scouts told me that they managed to get a closer look and that they could see Droid Soldiers being stowed into boxes before being transported onto a container ship of some kind. If we attack this factory, then we could steal their own blasters."
Blaze rubbed his chin in thought, "This would be very risky. With Canterlot, being so close you could have hundreds, if not thousands of Droid Soldiers fighting you."
"Not if we use a distraction," Luna said.
"If you have a plan that could work, then I say that we should do it. Taking these blasters could be a turning point in this war." Star Swirl agreed. 
Eventually, Celestia and Cerberus both reluctantly agreed to the plan. With everypony in agreeance, Princess Luna and Defender left to gather the troops and prepare for the assault. 
"How do we know if this factory contains blasters
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Princess Luna and Defender along with a battalion of Royal Guards crept through the dense foliage of the Everfree Forest, their target was several metres in front of them. As they got closer, the sounds of machinery and metal clanging filled their ears. 
Luna raised her hoof to signal that the group should stop. The small army quietly leapt into a ditch, where they could get a closer look at their target without getting seen. The factory appeared to be lightly defended, with only a barbed wire fence and several Droid Soldier patrols standing in their way. They could see that droids were loading several crates of, what  Defender presumed to be blasters, onto the back of weird-looking carts that looked like they were being pulled by nothing. 
Luna looked over at a yellow pegasus, who was carrying a crossbow, "Target, hide in those trees and take out those droids," Luna commanded. Target nodded before flying up into the canopy, where she found a tree branch that felt sturdy enough to hold her weight, as well as that, was in the right position so that she could shoot down at the enemy droids without having to move much and potentially give away her position.
Peering through the scope that was fixed to the top of her crossbow, Target's crosshairs marked their targets before she shot several magical arrows, in rapid succession, into several Droid Soldiers, the magic causing the droids to short circuit.
With the guards, neutralised, the platoon of guards were free to sneak up to the main door. Leaning against the warehouse door, Luna used the aura to sense how many enemies were on the other side, "The droids that are being built here are interfering with my senses," Luna grunted in frustration. 
"I imagine that as soon as we breach this door, then the whole facility will know that they have intruders and that those droids that are being built will be activated," Defender predicted, powering up his blue magiscaber.
"I agree, everypony prepare yourselves, unicorns, I want you to use your horns and create force fields, while everypony else get your crossbows and spears ready to face the enemy," Luna said in a commanding tone while wielding her own purple magiscaber.
The guards immediately lined themselves up in formation, in front of the large metal factory door, with the earth ponies and pegasi aiming their spears and crossbows towards the doors and the unicorns creating a large forcefield that completely protected the group of soldiers.
Luna and Defender both used their magiscabers to cut a large hole in the door, causing large amounts of sparks to be released from the cutting. Defender and Luna started on opposite ends of the door, both of them dragging their sabers through the thin sheets of metal before eventually meeting up in the middle. With a clear outline caused by the cutting, Defender used the aura to push the piece of metal into the structure.
Almost instantly, the group came under fire from blaster fire, Defender ducked and spun his saber, deflecting the magic bolts back to their owners, while Luna used force fields to absorb the bolts. Defender then jumped and rolled towards the Droid Soldiers, spinning his magiscaber, slicing the Droid's in half with two clean and precise motions. As soon as the pieces of Droids clattered to the floor Defender looked around in search of any more Droids, but was surprised to see that the only remaining droids were the deactivated droids.
It was at this moment that the room filled with whirring sounds followed by beeping. Looking upwards, Defender realised that the Droid Soldiers were beginning to activate. The battalion was quickly surrounded as a Droid Soldier approached  them, "In the name of the Imperial Empire, you are under arrest."
Defender merely raised his eyebrow, before saying, "Did nopony program you to bring more than your fists to a magiscaber fight."
The newly created Droid Soldiers looked down at their empty hands before looking back up at the platoon of Royal Guards, who now had their weapons raised and primed while Defender and Luna had their magiscabers in position, "Oh shit...RUNNN!" The Droid shouted before turning. Before they could arm themselves, the Royal Guards opened fire, the fleeing Droids, stood no chance.
***
Luna along with the Royal Guards, entered a long corridor, which led to the storage room that housed all the blasters. Two Droid Soldiers had been on sentry duty, when the Royal Guards had came into view, the two droids instantly aimed their blasters, but, before they could pull the trigger, Defender and Luna used the aura to rip the blasters from their hands, while Luna used her alicorn magic to blast one soldier and Defender proceeded to lunge at the remaining droid and then stabbed it with his magiscaber, causing sparks to fly from the droid. 
Luna and Defender then both used their magiscabers to cut their way through the door that led into the storage facility and were shocked to find that the room had no guards inside. "Nightwing, must not have expected anypony to attack his factory," Defender surmised. 
Luna nodded in agreeance before ordering, "I want these crates of blasters being loaded onto the ships before any more Droids decide to show up."
Several smaller airships hovered overhead as ropes were lowered down so that they could raise the cargo onto the ships without them needing to land.
***
Emperor Nightwing was overseeing the construction of the Sky Destroyer, when a Droid Soldier came  rushing towards him, "My Emperor, our forces have successfully taken the cities of Trottingham and Pegasus."
"Excellent, however, I sense that there is something else that you need to tell me," Nightwing said, not looking at the Droid. 
The Droid reluctantly mentioned, "A droid factory, located in the Everfree forest, was attacked by an Equestrian strike team. Multiple crates of  blasters were stolen."
Nightwing closed his  eyes in annoyance, "Who was in this strike team?" Nightwing asked, however, he already knew the answer before the droid told him.
"Our reports indicate  that it  was a small battalion of Equestrian Royal Guards along with the Elementals known as Defender  and Princess Luna."
"So the Equestrians think that they can steal MY inventions without repercussions, well they thought wrong. If they steal from me then I shall steal from them." 
Nightwing then turned towards the Droid, his red eyes glowing brighter than ever, he ordered, "I want you to enter all the schools, daycares and orphanages and take every colt, filly  and foal that  is capable or that can learn to fire a blaster."
Nightwing smiled sinisterly as he thought about how Celestia would react once she realised that she would be forced to kill foals. He then turned back towards the Sky Destroyer, which was nearing closer to completion.

	